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TO THE 

Honoured, and Truly Learned, 

Edmond Dickenfon, M. D. 

Phyfician to the KIN G’S Perfbn and Family. 


H E Art of Chymiftry, (Honoured Sir) although in its Speculations 
moft Noble and Dele&able to a Philofophick Mind, and in its 
Pra&ice highly Infervient, and Beneficial to Mankind; yet hath 
it not efcaped the Obloquies, and falfe Imputations of Detra&ors, 
and Calumniators, who either through Ignorance, Idlenefs, or 
Envy (or all of them conjoin'd) have made a falle Reprefenta- 
tion of this moft Noble Art to the Woild, and endeavoured to fet Mankind at the 
greateft diftance from that which is its higheft intereft to court. For which caufe, 
luch Writings as Promulge, and offer at the advancing of the Cbymical Art , ftand in 
need of fuch a Patron as is able to defend them againft all the Cavils of Pride, Envv, 
and Ignorance. 

And if the Exquifite Parts, and Profound Learning in the more Abftrufe Philo- 
fophy, together with a Long, and Indefatigable Scrutiny and Labour in the Chy- 
mical Art, accompanied with a happy Pradtice in the Honourable Faculty of Phy 
fick, be fit Accomplifhmcnts to Entitle one a of this Art; then are thofe 

Excellencies all met and Concentred in your felf, as is evident to the whole World 
by your Curious and Learned Epiftle to £0UnDanUS, and his Anfwer to it, which 
anfwer will be a Lafting Teftimony of your great Worth and Merit. 

For certainly, Sir, it is no fmall evidence of your Worth and Abilities in the 
Tyroteclmick Art , that a Philoiopher.who had been more than forty years an Adept, in 
all that time fhould not find three Perfons, befides your felf, whom he thought wor¬ 
thy to make certain of the truth of what they fought, and afpired after ; and yet 
gave you an Ocular Satisfa&ion and Certitude of that which Thoufands have defis 
red to fee, but could not: And further lerioufty profeffing, that if he had had the 
fame liberty from his Mafter, that fome Adepts enjoy, that he would have revealed 
to you the whole Secret, 



A 


Thefe 







*The Eyiflle Dedicatory. 

Thefe things have induced me humbly to offer this Book to your Patronage, not 
doubting but under your Name and Protection, it will be able to overcome many 
Difficulties, and obtain a free paffage in this our Englif) World, to the benefit and 
advantageof many well-difpofed perfons, who feek after Honed, Profitable, and 
Commendable Arts, which I am fully perfwaded was the chief end of the Author 
in Writing; and I am dire is mine in Tranflating his Works. You are throughly ac¬ 
quainted with Glauber s Writings, you know his Menftruums,and his Medicines,and are 
able to atted the truth of what others may account falfe and impoffible. As for fuch 
of them as concern the higher Claffes of Chymidry, 1 fliall fay nothing (being yet 
but ad Corinthian vergens) but commit them to your Mature Judgment, and Pro¬ 
tection, humblv craving your pardon for this my prefumption, and for what Errors 
or Overfights I may have committed in this Work ; and defiring your Favourable 
Acceptance of thefe my poor Endeavours. I take leave to conclude with a paffage 
of the abovementioned Excellent (JpttflMlUtS. 1 am fully perfwaded , that by the 
fBkffing of God upon your Sagacious Labours , you "frill at length obtain that ivbich will abundantly 
Compcnfare your Tains and Coft. To which I adjoin my own hearty Willies; and thac 
after you have been as happy in this World, as true Philofophy can make a Man, 
you may be Eternally Happy in that which is to come. I am 


s i 'K, 


An Honourer of 


Your Name and Learning , 


CHRISTOPHER PACKE. 


THE 









THE 

PREFACE 

T O T H E 

RE A D E 


T Hat the Art of Chymiftry is very ttfeful and highly ferviceablc in Phyfick,, Cbyrurgery, Husbandry, and 
Afecbanick, Arts, is long fince evinced by the Excellent Air. Boyl ( the Honour both of our Age and 
Country) in bis Experimental Philofophy, or PhilofophicfEjf.tys ; who in Eflay I. and II. pews that the 
Examination of the Juices of Human Bodies , by tee Art of Chymiftry, may ittnftrate their Vfe and 
Nature. And that by it may be Explicated the Nature of our feveral Digeflions , and their Aberrations. And af¬ 
terwards Cap- VIII. pag 194. [peaking of the advantages that Chymiftry affords to the Therapeutick or Cura¬ 
tive part of Phyftck, (waich is the chief and principal), and to which all the other parts are Jubfervient) is plea fed 
to exprefs himfilf thus: Icannoc but think that if Chymiflry did no more than allift us, by the refoludon of Bo¬ 
dies, to extricate their more active parts, and partly byluch Refolutions, and partly by aflbeiating Bodies 
together, to alter the former Texture of Natures productions, or prefent us with new Concretes of new 
Textures; by this very means, if Men want not Curiofity and Induftry, to vary and profecute Experiments, 
there muft neceflarily arife fuch a ftore of new and active Medicines, that in all probability, many of them 
willbe found endow’d with fuchvertue as have not been (at leaft in that degree) met with, in the ufual Me¬ 
dicines, whether Simple or Compound, to be bought in Apothecarys Shops; and confequently, even without 
any notable difeovery, or improvement of Principles, Chy mills (even as Matters now Hand with them) may 
confiderably add to the Pharmaceutical part of Phyfick. But if the Operations of Chymiflry were ferioufly 
enquired into, and throughly underftood, 1 make little doubt, but by a skilful Application of them, and e- 
fpeciallybya feriesof them, in a Rational and Orderly way fucceeding one another, there may be found 
out a great many preparations of Remedies, both very different from the common Ones, and far more No¬ 
ble than they. And prefent ty after he adds. Thatif we had but a few Potent Menftruums to diflolve and un¬ 
lock Bodies with, I fcarce know what might not be done in chymiflry. Then further in that Effay where he 
treats of the ufefnlnef 1 of Chymiftry to the Empire of Man over the Infer tour Works of Nature ; he proceeds to /hew 
that Chymiftry is very ferviccable to Husbandry in all its parts, and to other profefftons that ferve to provide Men 
with Food err Raiment, or do otherwife minifier to the Neceffities or Accomodations of Life, as Bakers, Brewers, 
Dyers, &c. 

Thus far this Learned Philofopher : To which I pall only add this. That if when he wrote thofe Eff.iys, Chy mills 
were able to contribute fo much to the Neceffities and Conveniences of A'lankind, when Chymiftry was but young m 
England, ar.d tut few Chyntifls who were accurate in their Operations, and perhaps, f ewer who had any competency 
of Learning, or fo much as lightly Tinned with the Hermetick Philofophy ; if, I fay, thatitdifcoveredfogre.it 
alight when it had but newly afeended our Horizon, and was, as I may fay, but in its Infancy, what ajftflance may 
now be had. from it, when (notwit hjlanding all the Obflaclcs, and unkind ufage it hath met withal ) it is grown to a 
more virile Age and f r igour : But although Chymiftry be much enlarged, and advanced in England, in nfpett of 
the Numbers, and Qualifications of the Lovers, and profitJfor s of it \ yet are not Chymijls free from preffmg Di fad- 
vantages, not having the freed-m of adminiftr tug their own Adcdicines, how powerful and faint iferous foever, and 
otherwife adapted to the Neceffities cf the Sick, than the common Apparatus of Phyfick- So, that as the Cafe now • 
fiands, the help and Succour which the Sick and Difiafed receive from Chymical Phyfick,, is but very fmall to what 
they might have , if knowing Chymijls had the freedom of exercifingtbat Art in all its parts, which with much hit 
'ditflry, Labour, audCofis, they have been folltcitotts to attain, put when this dtfi-ccar age merit of ingenuity and 
Ob facie of the pnblick good, (hall become more apparent to thofe in whofe power it is to retirefs it, I do not doubt but it 
will meet with a Remedy, 

But now, to give josne account of my prefent undertaking. 1 have at length (by God 1 ! help, and'the affifiance cf 
my Subfcribers) fintped my Tr. inflation of Glauber’* Works, and here prifent it to the Reader, in the Engliftl 
Tongue. How welt I have performed it, 1 muft fubmit to the judgments of ethers : 1 could have been very g’ad to 

l.a’oe 
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law /«» T, dm tv fim Mi kmi i t»> ■*» ' *>"' »/ /«”*' r T r X 'J U l J J, 

whom I hew mi a ht el fly have accommodated Englilh ^n'/b there,a ■ telling them that 1 wondered fo ExceUm^* 
Author lh-uldte fo Lf extant, and that none Jhould unveil him of hts Latin and German Coverings, andpuhm 
i an Englilh Greff. I have had for an freer. That this Age wasnot worthy of «; fo that itfecm stome 
t at the Providence of Cod had referved it for fitter times although to be done by one of the meaneflof he Sons of 
Pvrotcchny But this. Jean fay, that 1 have abutted my fdf in this matter, as mil as the fendernefs of my Parts, 
wcr.hcfs of Body, and the neccjfary Aff airs of my Laboratory would permit me ; but 

_Ubi defint Vires, acceptandaeft Voluntas. 


7 defire the Lovers of Chymiftry to accept my Labou-s, with the fame good will that l have undergone them, having 
r.o other end but to ferve my Country. And l hereby return thanks to all thofegenerous fpmted Gentlemen and others, 
who have Subfcnbvdto, and promoted this Work, without whofe afffiance {the Charge being very great, as well as 
the labour (tome ) almoft inf importable) it mufi yet have remained bid andnnferviceable to the EngltQi Reader But 
Jamhi an c [pecuti manner obliged to that publicly fpirited Gentleman (whom/ought to name were it lawful todoit 
without his leave) who freely offered me and put into my hands a not inconvertible part of the Materials for t hts Vert, 
which pan alio had been more confidtrable than it was, had not the Spirit of fame, (who imjnftly hinder'd it) been as 
Mean and Sordid, as his was Generous. But that Lofs was, in part, madcap to me, by a wcll-msnded Anifi, to 

whom 1 alfo return Thanks. * - , , . - .. . r . 

1 have Printed this Book upon far better and larger Paper than / propofed to do it in ; for at the time of fating forth 
m Ml Prnofab 1 had not the German Pieces, but when they came to my hands upon a more accurate computation 
of the matter 1 found th it if J Ihottldgo on to do the Work upon the Paper 1 had propofed, the Bookjvould[well totoo 
treat a tbhhttfs for its breadth and length, and not be only ill fiiaped lut inconvenient to be read. By this 
means my Sttbjcruers have a much better Bock than 1 promifed them, although the Charge hath alfo been Confder ably 

* Th, Reader hath all herein one Column which Glauber ever Printed, as far as J can find upon diligent Enquiry at 



Una that the Work, fbouldgo without the Figure cf fo ufeful a Furnace as that is, for the Torrefying, or Calcining 
of 1 Ores and feparattng, and depurating their Metals, for which reafon J hoove caufeditto be Delineated and Printed 
with Others before the Continuation of Miraculum Mundl, after page 188 . 1 have alfo procured from the hand of 

another Friend , who is a Lover of Art,, the Draught of the Refrigeratory, Furnace, or Jnflrument which ferves 
for the making the Mercury of Wine, purifying, and fixing of Argent-vive, Antimony Sulphur, &c. and 
many other lifts which an Ingenious Art if will find out. This Furnace the Author always endcavpured to conceal , 
httt deferibestt in fome part in the beginning of the fixth part of the Spagyncal Difpenfatory to which Defcnp- 
^uon I haw added the Figure. Th?FigJe/of the _feveralVeffels and Inf ruments belonging to the Fifth Part of the 
Furnaces, are referrd to at the beginning of the Fourth Part, but fince, for the better orders fake I have placed them 

^The^T^eD^‘following Treatifes were never Printed in Latin, but in the German Tongue only, viz. The Third, 
and Fifth Centuries ; the Second and Third Appendixes the Seventh Part of the Spagyncal Difpen- 


Fourth, 


Elias the Artift. The three Fire-ftones. The Purgatory of 


Philol'oDlTcrs B °D k eLap F ide Animal^ P The Secret Fire of Philofophers. All which 1 have caufed tobe Trdnfia. 
^ 0 nffdf being ignorant of the German Tongue ) by aperfon well sail'd both in the High- Dutch, and alfo in Chy= 
miflrv whereby 1 hope this Book.wiU net be altogether unfcrviceable nor unacceptable even to the Learned ; befides, all 

are in Latin an very difficultly (if at all) to be met with at any Book,fellers Shop in 
London, and thofe that arc, at a dear rate. •• For.when / had entered upon this Tranfatton, 1 was forced to fend to 
Amfterdam to have all the Latin pieces complcat. 

The Author in many places refers to his Opus Saturnt, Opus Vegetabile, and the Concentration of Heaven 



ifertedtbe , , . . 

the Preface to the Second Part of Pharmacopoeia Spagynca, 


■it tv 11 l m ^ . „ UI ___ ,— UJ _, which was never Printed under that Title, 

r 7/7/N ov u m Lumen Chfmicum , ^partly appears by empariug « with the ferefaid 

Preface And it is evident that in fome parts of his Writings he hath mentioned a Treattfe by one Name and af- 
terwards Printed it by another, as, The Teftimonium Vcritatis, which was afterwards Printed by the Name of 
Fvnr.ratio Miraculi Mundi. As for the Opus Saturni, j have heard that there arejome Manufcnpt Copies of it,and 
^ad hopes ofobtainM it from two fever al hands, but both failed me. I have been alfo informed that there are Five 
renmries in Mam,feript mere than J have Primed, but could never, underfiand in what bands they were, except one of 
them, viz. the fixth, the proprietor of which wouldnot be fo kind as to let me have it t0 ? r ™' 

1 b Ivc (by the advice of an Honourable Per fan) left out ths Author's Religious and Moral Digreftons where J 
■could do it without prejudices the matteras alfo hisApolcgCtical Writings, except Ins Apology againft Farnner, 
which J have printed, forafmucb as ,t is interimxt with many profitable Secrets, which perhaps he would not have pub- 
/if>ed, at leaf not at that time if they had not been, at it were, extorted from him by the ill Treatment of that On. 

(iratefid Man. 

Ic 
the fe 
hinny 

/VTtr? ///> /w thfm, in one place he treat- 
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cthof a thing obfcurely, or bat in part-, in another p lace of the fame thing openly in th.it part which he had veiled 
in the other . Sometimes he declares a Proccfs very openly, emitting only fome /mail Cir cum fiances , or ManualOpe- 
ration, which would feem to many either impertinent, or not nectff 'iry to*be done, when not wi th/landing, the b:tfinefs 
will not fitcccrd without it. yin m(lance of this may be given n, his Sal Mirabilis, whofc prepay at ionise tcachcth oh - 
fctircly in the Naturcof Salts, but more openly in the Second Part of Miracuium Mundi. /;; the Nature of Sales 
and in the Sixth Part of the Pharmacopoeia Spagyrica, he teat huh how to Difjblve Gold therewith, and thence t) 
make a kind of Auram Potabilc, but wholly omits the adding of a certain KegetaA.v Sulphur, without which the war ^ 
will not anfwar the Dcfcription \ this Dcfttt he fupplys in the Second Century, after a twofold manner, the one not 
cbvions to every Man's Afprehcufion, 1 mean the intent of the Author , viz. m thofv PrcccJJes where he flews else 
in. thing of a Vegetable Sulphur ; but the other Jhcwcth the n:ci ft'ary A fannul Operation in pi.a i and' pen wcr.a. And 
this he hath done with all his Secrets on fet purpefe, that they JhmlJ be fund out iynone but the Inanitions, 

And this hath given occafion to many, who have not t align pains to read him with diligence, ir not being- experienced 
in Operating , to reproach him for an obfeure, yea, even fer a fal/e l i htu r, In cauf: they have nude t wo or three Su¬ 
perficial, or Vusktlftd Trials (f bis Proccjfcs, which have not fneeceded according to their Expiations • when in¬ 
deed, the fault was in t hemfelves, either in not perceiving the Authors intention, or their own want of slfll in right* 
ly managing the Operation : A 'id I know jome Per fins that fame time fince find Glauber had been too dark^ in his 
}’/? < tings, who now tbinkjsc hath wrote too plain. 

But having mentioned this, 1 will here (for the fake of thofi Country Gentlemen, who have fab fee i bed to this I Vork) 
a little Elucidate the Auhor’s Procefs ab tit the inverfion of Common Salt, with L* 'me, for the enriching of oor 
and Barren Land. He indeed /peaks of fever a l Saline Ptcparatiw/.s, which greatly promote the fertility of*the 
Earth , but this with Common Salt, and Lime, is thecheaptfi if all, andalfo is mofkeafietobe done', for any Plow- 
m in, or Labourer, having but once feen it done , may be prefern ly able to manage it. Trcftim of it is that Comz 
moo Suit be turtPd from its Jharpnefs , into an Alcalizate Nature (which is hot and fat) which then by its M.vrne- 
th 1 ft force w;ll at t raft from the Air a Vivyfying, F nidifying , Sir-nitrons pon\r, and long retain it in the Earth 
which is the caufe of all Growth and K gelation, as the Author fieiv.th in the Continuation of Miracuium Mundi 
and many other places •, b it gives the Proccfs of the preparation in i plain and open words in the Appendix to the Fifth 
Part tf the Frofperity of Germany, puge 4 i 6- 

Neither is the praftiee of preparing either the Land, or the Seed, in order to tic bitter Crop, altogether Novel, af 
xuty partly be feen in Virgil, Georgic Lib. i. where be faith , 

Semina vidi equidem multos medicare ferentes, 

EtNitro prius, & nigra perfundere amurca; 

Grandior ut feerus filiquis fallacibus effet, &c. 

c 

Which in EngUJh may found thus • „ 

Some have I feen their Seeds to foiv prepare, 

With Nitre andOyl-Lees, for they by care 
Will grow far greater, an cl he foonerripe , &c. 


The Lime mufi be fpread upon the ground, where no Rain can come to it, till it (lake it [elf by the Air, and full 
into a Powder \ of this Powder you are to take four hundred weight to one hundred weight of any common foul Salt 
which ts too impure for the life of the Kitchen , where finch may Ue had, other wife clean Salt [for that will be cheaper 
than Dung) the Sr.lt and Lime are to be well mixed, and then mdftcned with fuel) a quantity of Water , (or rather 
ZJrine where it maybe had) as will bring the Lime aid Salt mixed, to the Confiftcncy <f a fttff Mortar. Of this 
Afafs Balls are to be made about the bignefs of ones Fiji, and Lud under a Shtad , or Hovel to dry j being- dried 
they are to be burin in a Kiln as Lime is, fo that the Balls may be red hot for an hour at leaf ; or where no Lame-Kiln 
isnear, thy may be burnt by building a Pile in the Field, $rft with a. Lay of Wood, then a Lay of Balls, then Wood 
again, and fj till allt he Balls are placed fit for burning. When the Balls are burnt, they are to be again placed upon 
a Floor under a Sbead , cr Hovel, where they may be expofed to the Air, but kept free from the Rain , and if you break, 
them with a Clod-bentcr prcfcntiy , the Arc will the fooncr aft upon them , and caufe them again to fall into a Powder $ 
which Powder may then l e earned out and fpread, or rather [owed out of a Secdlet, thicker or thinner as the Land 
jhall require. Provided this be done in the beginning of Summer about the time of Fallow, for that beinr many 
Months before the Seed ts to be [owed, the fiery nefs of this rich Comp ft will be Contemperatcd by the Airland the 
Earth, and (hanged into a Nitrous fat nefs, which joining it felf with the E.vti, is again Magnetically attracted 
() y the S rd when it is [own, whofe growth ;> thereby fiviftly promoted , and its Multiplication much ana merited. But 
tf aiy j/i ttid cajl this AL.it icr upon his Land foon after tr is bunt , andp ’cfently after that jhjuld fowhis Seed , in- 
fteadoj hiving a greater Crop than heufed to have, he would have a lefs, or perhaps no ie, that Tear, but the next 
Te.v:, 4 Aid fion fir many Tears , the fame Land would bring forth plentifully . Therefore it is ncccjfary, that this 

A fatter jhould lie fix or [even Aionths fpread upon a Floor, and now and then turn'd with a Shovel , as you turn Afalt> 
that it may be Contempercd , and Animated by the Air ; or be caft upon the Land fo long before the Seed be [own. The 
reafon is the very fame as with Dung, for none takes frefis Dung and fpreads it upon his Land when he is abput to 
fow his Seed, for if he fiould, his Seed would be burnt up • but the Husbandman lets his Dung he fome time to rot y as 
he calls it, after which he lays it on his Land, and lets it lie fpread fome time before he Flows it in, and all this is 
but to Contemper the heat of the Animal Salt contain’d in the Dung, and turn it into a Nitrous N autre. Thus much 
1 thought good to fay about this A fatter in the plaineft words , Icaft any, net throughly undtrftanding the Authors la, 
tentw,[bcjild erre in the firft Experiment, and fo unjuft ly blame the Author, and forbear thernfcldcs and dtterr others 

( a ) from 










The PREFACE. 

from pofcuit ina that cape. Practice, which I am confident, if rightly managed, mil bring much jrefitto many pci 
[o>is in this Nation. Tuts mtft a I Jo of t.ecejjity it a profitable I! oik to th'Jeweo will nn air take it upon tl:c accutnt of 
tnakfnn of Saltpetrcy tfpttiaHy to jnch as tii/dcrfiaud the Nat tatand Generation of that Excellent fait , which :s 
(f Jitch incomparable nje ;/i the Prt par.aion vj Aledianes, J cp.tr..t mg of Ani.-is, and tit many Alec ban: c f Art s. 

Now forafmnchas tu this H'crfcSal Mirabilis, Spiritot Nitre, and Spine of Sale, me recommended tovoy 
maty lifts, and every one that hath a muni to make Expert me..; s with them, may not have the knowledge, ir the con- 
'veniCKiy of preparing them, 1 I enby figmfie, that J ii.to.cl (Ged willing) to prepare a>.d keep by me the Author's 
Sal Mirabiliso/ both fits , that p.cdt.ir Spirit of Salt, which be commends agai; ft tie Scurvy and other Dtfea- 
fes, and alfoto kgep Beer from fowling in tue Summer, in the Con rotation of Navigators. His Panacea ol An¬ 
timony, and Golden Panacea, f)then of tut be Second Parnf the Pharmacopoeia Spagyr- the Explication of 
Miraculum Mucdi, and divas other places. His Aui'um Diaphovcticuni, aijo the Tii&nre of Gold, or Au= 
rum Potabilc, are dtfcnltd to be mad: of the Irreducible Blood of the Lyon) mthe Sixth part of tkSpagyri- 
calPharmacopoeia) chap. 22- Tkife /jtirpofe corfiantly to keif by me for the accommodating tf Phyfictans, and 
others, who fhati have cccafion to bay 1 hem. Thofe are Excellent Meaicims, and finch as a Phyfician may have forr.e 
confidence in ■ and indeed, this Bookccntains a great variety of fitch Medicines as will get a P.yficiw Honour,which 
(1 hope) will be tryed by all thofe who delight 10 do pood, and tv brought into sife for the general Help and Comfort 
of the fick. Fcr 1 freely confefs, that if Jhave any thing in Mediant, beyond what is commonly known, 1 have 
had the Foundations of it from this Author •, and if God fhall pleafe to grant me life to a fit time, 1 doubt net but l 
fhaU from thofe Founds, lions be able to raife Jitch a Super fir nil ure as fhall tifhfe the truth of las Writings, aid 
powerfully evince the Worth and Excellency of Chymical Mediant s, and that demonftrattvely in matter ef F.TI,\vl. 
by the Curing of both Acute and Chro ickjdifeafes. 

And now by way cf Conclufion , 1 have only one thirty mere to add ; and that is a Request to all the Ingenious Lo-. 
vers of Chymiftry, that they would net cccafion this Wcrk^ which 1 have undergone with fo much labour, and lofs of 
time from my private Concerns, mecrly for the good of ethers, to redound to my own hurt j my meaning is. That I 
mightnot be put to the charge and trouble of Letters about Curious Enquiries, wherein J am to have net the leaf 
profit : This l mention, becaufe I have had divers fitch Letters cune to my hands face 1 have beer, about it, and 
that foMttimet tiro or three very long ones with many Ottertes, in one lPeck- How Jhottld this continue, and I endea¬ 
vour to fatisfie all the Doubts, and gratif.e all the Cunofttics of all fitch non-con ftdertng per fens, truly] Jhottld have 
no time beftdes what this would taft up, to provide for my fclf and Family. But notwitbftanding what I have faid y 
if any Ingenious Perfon fhall fiavd in need of myAfftfiar.ee, in preparing of any thing for him, err otherwife,wherein 
J may have a reafonable recompence for myl ime and Trouble, J will be ready to give him the heft ajfftauce J can. 
For J am now but juft ready to receive a Writ of Eafe from three Tears daily labour and care about this Worl ^ and / 
would be willing to enjoy it fome time, that 1 might again with diligence apply my felf to my Laboratory, the effects of 
which, if God fhall fee good, may at one lime, or other, Jhew themfelves to the World. In the meantime, J wifii 
allHoneft and Ingenious Lovers of the Spagyricf Art, good Juccefs in their Studies and Labours, that thence the 
Penuries and Mi/eries of Mankind, efpeciallyof the fickj may be effectually remedied-, that they may Cooperate as 
Infiruments with the {treat ends and providences of the Almighty, to bring about that time, in which God fhall be 
Glorified all the World over, and Men live in a more fereneand tranquil condition than yet they have done, which 
.fhall always be the Defire and Prayers of him that is a Lover of Pyrotechny } and Hononrer of all true Arttfis. 


From my Houfe next Door to the Sign 
of the Gun fri Little Moor-Fields, the 
i68S. 


Chr, Packe. 
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FIRST PART 

O F 

Philoiophical Furnaces. 

Containing a new Art of making Spirits , Oyls , Flowers, and 

other Medicaments, by the help of the firft of thofe Furnaces, after a very 
eafie and peculiar manner out of Vegetables, Animals and Minerals : 
With their Chymical and Medicinal ufe. 


A Preface to the Courteous Reader. 

X Have hitherto referved to my felf as Secrets, fome peculiar Furnaces and compendious Ways of 
Dijlilling , which with diligent /indy andfpeculation I found out fome few years fince, by which 
many excellent Works, impoffible to be done by the vulgar Art, may be performed ; but now 
at Lift I have, conftderiug with my Jelf how advantageous it may be to the World, determined 
to conceal th s Art no longer, but for the good of my Neighbour to publi(h it, by giving to Chy mills 
a perfetl and fundamental information of this new-invented Art, that they may no longer for the fu¬ 
ture fpend their Time and Money in long tedious Operations, but may after a more eafie way, by the 
help of my Furnaces, be able to eff ect many excellent things. Now this Book fhall be divided into 
Five Parts, the firft whereof fhall teach how to build a Furnace, in which incombuflible things are di- 
flilled and fublimed, and indeed fuch things which cannot be done by Retort or any other Veffels, and 
how the Spirits, Flowers, and Oyls of Minerals, and Metals may by the help thereof be prepared, as 
alfo what their Vfe and Vert ties are. 

In the Second Part fhall be Jhewed another Furnace, in which combuflible things , as Vegetables, Ani¬ 
mals, and Minerals are diftilled and moft perfectly fubtilized : by help whereof many moft excellent 
Medicaments for the cure of moft grievous and otherwife incurable difeafes may be prepared. 

In the Third fhall be taught a certain new invention hitherto unknown, of dift tiling B trning Spirits, 
as of Wine, Corn, Fruits, Flowers, Herbs and Roots ; as alfo the Waters of Vegetables and Animals, 
and that in a great quantity, in a fhort time, and without much cofts ; as alfo of boyltng Beer, Mead, 
Wine, and other things, which otherwife are made in Copper or Iron Veffels ; and all this by the 
help of Wooden V effels , and beneftt of a certain fmall Copper, or Iron inftrument of two or three pound 
weight, and that after a certain eafie manner without Furnaces. This newly-invented Art doth alfo 
teach divers Chymical Operations, as Putref allions, Digeftions, Circulations , Extractions, Abftratli- 
ons, Cohobations, Fixations, C<c. And this invention is very neceffary and profitable for young begin¬ 
ners in this Art, for they need not in the makingof burning Spirits, Waters of Vegetables, Extratls, 
and other Medicaments fo many Furnaces , and fo many Copper, Iron, Tin, Earthen and Glafs Veffels, 
for it is here taught how all the aforefaid Operations may be done onely by the hplp of a certain fmall 
Copper or Iron Inftrument in Wooden Veffels as well as by Alembicks and other great Copper Veffels, 
by which means a great deal of Cofts is faved. 

In the Fourth Part fhall be taught another certain, and hitherto unknown Furnace, in which all Chy¬ 
mical Operations may moft eafily be done : being moft profitable for the trying of the Natures of Mine- 
rals and Metals; as alfo for the proving, examining, meltingcupelling, andfeparatmg of Metals, that 
nothing may be lo(l of them, and that after a compendious and eafie way, and alfo to great advantage. 

In the Fifth fhall be taught how to make and prepare Iron, Ear then,Glafs, and other kind oflnftru- 
ments neceffary for the aforefaid four Furnaces , as alfo other neceffary, and moft profitable Manuals. 

And in the Firft Part, the Fabrick of the firft Furnace being delineated, I fhall alfo fhew bow by the 
help thereof may be made Spirits, Oyls, Flowers, and other moft profitable Medicaments, alfo their 

Venues 






A Preface to the Reader. 

Vertu.es and Vfe, and that as faithfully as I may, and without fraud. And truly 1 do not doubt but thofe 
of underjlandin g will approve of this Work, but ignorant Zoilus’s will contemn it: For it is faid ac¬ 
cording to the Proverb , He that builds by the highway, will hear many things from them that 
find faulr, and efpecially from the vulgar, &c, But it would be well if thofe Thrafoes would put 
forth foinething more excellent, before they find fault with and carp at other Mens pain's and la¬ 
bours. 

Wherefore let no one rafhly judge of this Work, until/ he be throughly informed concerning the 
fame, and then I do not doubt but the Authour jhall be by him commended. 

And if haply all things Jhall not prefently fucceed well, to his mind, with him that Jhall build 
this Furnace, and operate therewith, let him think with himfelf that perhaps he hath erred in feme 
part, f for it is a new and unknown work, in which any due may eafily err ) and not prefently there¬ 
fore murmur againjl the Authour, blaming him, becaufe he hath not. wrote clear enough, but let him 
aferibe it to his own ignorance, and let him jlndy to tinderjl-and the Authour s meaning, and flill be 
prabliftng upon it, and then 1 do not doubt, but he will have better fuccejs, which 1 pray every one 
may have. Amen. 

• ) 


The EXPLICATION of the Figures of the firft Furnace in all its parts. 


F I G. I. E. The firfi Subliming-Pot , which is fet in- 
to the upper hole of the Furnace. D. The upper 
hole of the Furnace . F. The fccond Pot. G. The 
third. H. The fourth. 

FIG. II. A. The Afi-hole y -with the widenefs of the 
Furnace. B. The middle hole y hy which the Coals and 
Matter to be diflilled , are cafi in. C. A Stopper of 
Stone , which is to fop the faid hole after cafting in the 
matter. D. The upper hole with a certain falfe hot- 
to?n , which is to be filled with Sand. E The Cover 
of the upper bole y which is put on after the putting in 
the Coals and Materials. F. A Pipe going out of the 
Receiver , and joyned to the firfi Pot. G. The firfi 
Receiver. H. The fecond. I. The third. E. A 
Stool on which the firfi Receiver ftands y haying a hole 
in the middle y through which the Neck of the firfi Pot y 
to which a Dijh is annexed y pajjeth. L. The Di(b 
through the Pipe whereof the refrigerated Spirits di - 
f ill. M. A Receiver into which the Spirits collected 


in the Dijh do flow. N. A Screw to be raifed highe r 
at pleafttre for the better joyning the Receiver to the 
Pipe y and it geeth through a Stool. O. The place of 
the Pipe for the Di filling of Spirit of Vitriol and Al¬ 
low. P. A Grate confifiing of two ftrong crofs Iron 
Barrs , fafined in the Furnace y and four or five more 
lefs y that are moveable y for the better cleanfmg of the 
Furnace. 

FIG, III. G. The fir (l crooked Pipe fitted to the Pipe 
of the Furnace. F. The Pipe of the Furnace. H. A 
Receiver fitted to that Pipe y and fet in a Tub of water y 
for accelerating the Operations : which Receiver hath 
a Cover with two holes y through the firfi whereof go- 
eth a fingle crooked Pipe y and through the other two 
crooked Pipes y whereof one goeth into the Receiver y as 
did the fingle y and the other out of the Receiver H, 
into H. H. I. The Tub of Water. M, A third Pipe. 
By this way Flowers are fubiiwed, and Spirits diflil¬ 
led fpcedily y and in great quantity. 
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THE 


FIRST PART 


O F 


$lj!lofopi)Kai jfurnafcs. 


0/ the StruUnre of the Fir(l Furnace. 


A S for the firft Furnace, it may be 
built greater or lefl'er as you 
pleafe, a regard being had of 
the quantity of the Matter to 
be diftilled, and alfo either 
round or fquare y either of 
Bricks v or by a Potter with 
Potters Clay. Now when the 
Diameter is of one fpan, viz. withinfide, the height 
mult be of four, viz., one from the bottom to the 
grate, another from the grate to the hole made for 
putting in of Coals, and two from thence to .the 
top of the Pipe, which muft at leaft go forth' out of 
the Furnace one fpan, left the receivers Ihould by 
the necrnefs of the Furnace be heated: The Pipe 
alfo muft have on the fore part a Diameter,^anfwer- 
ing the third part of the intrinfecaf Diameter of the 
Furnace; alfo a little larger bn the hinder part than 
the forepart- Let the grate be'fifth an one, as may 
betaken out at .your pleafure and made clean, being 
ftopt by the Matter that is caft in and diftilled : for 
it is ealily ftopt in diftilling of Salts melted with 
the coals, whereby the aire is kept from coming to 
the fire, and the diftillation by confcquence hindred: 
Or let there be put into the Furnace crofs-wife two 
ltrong iron bars, upon which lay four or five lelfer, 
diftant the one from the other the breadth of a fin¬ 
ger , going a little out of the Furnace, by which 
when they are ftopt, you may take them out with 
a pair of Tongs, and cleanfe them from the burnt 
Matter , and then again put them into their own 
places: wherefore alfo the Furnace muft on the 
fore part be open under the' grate, that you may 
the better order the grate. 

Alio the grate muft have above, a covering'of 
Iron or Stone, with a hole in the middle thereof 
with a certain diftindion, which is to be filled with 
fand, that the cover may the better and more fitly 
flint the hole, and prevent the exhaling of the 
fpirits which by this means will, being forced, go 
forth thorow the Pipe into the receivers, after you 
have caft in the matter which is to be diftilled. 


Of the Receivers. 

Let the Receivers be made ofglafs, or offtrong 
wii WhlC f may retain the f Pirits, and fuch is the 

Mr a rh db o/f ,Ck r. Haffiack '» frechheimenfian. Siburgic 
earth, o c. They are better that are made of glafs, 
it they are to be.had , and thofe efpecially vvhich 
are made of ftrong and firm glafs, which may be 
lmoothed about the joints with a Smiris ftone, and 
lohttedthat they may the better bejoyned together, 
and then they need not luteing (but how they Ihatl 
be fmoothed with the Smiris ftone, and be fitted, 
jhall be taught-in the Fifth part, which treats of 
Manuals) becaufe by this means they are joyned fo 
dole, that no fpirits can go through the joynts: 
otherwise you muft clofe the joynts with the bell 
Lute, fuch as will not let the fpirits exhale,' which 
mail be taught in the Book treating of Manuals, 
l he form of the recipient you may fee in the de= 
lineation thereof. As for the quantity thereof, 
Know .that by how much the greater they are, fo 
much the better they are, for then you need the few* 
er, but the more, by how much the lefter they are- 
et the fuperiour orifice be larger than the inferiour, 
lo that alvvaies another receiver may with its inferi¬ 
our orifice be joyned to it, and let the inferiour ori- 
nce have a Diameter of three fingers breadth, or 
thereabouts; I - mean in cafe the Diameter of the 
Furnace be of one fpan. For a greater Furnace 
requires greater holes, as alfo orifices of the receiv¬ 
ers, by which means a fufficient and due proportion 
,of air may be given to the fire: or if the Diame¬ 
ter of the Furnace be more than a fpan, it muft 
alfo have two or three pipes ( which being confi- 
dered. together , Ihould have a widenefs anlwering 
the widenefs of the third part of the Furnace^ for 
fo great a widenefs, and fo much air is required', if' 
the fire burn freely and do its office) to vvhich vef- 
fds of the aforefaid proportion muft be applyed, 
that the fire be not choaked. 

Now, the Figure that is annexed will teach the 
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The Firtt Part of 


conjundlion of the Receivers, as alfo their applica¬ 
tion to the Furnace- And, in the firft place? the 
Receiver ftands in a three-foot ftool bored thorow 
in the middle? that the neck ol the firft Receiver 
may pafs thorow, to which is applyed a dilh with a 
pipe receiving the dropping fpirits: To the firft 
there is joyned a fecond? and to that a third? and 
fo confcquently ( viz., near unto a wall or ladder) 
fo many as you pleafe- Let the upper Receiver, 
and indeed all the reft, be left open: To the lower 
as hath been faid? is joyned a dilh with a pipe, by 
which the diftilled Spirits run down into another cer¬ 
tain glafs vefiel added thereunto,which being filled, 
is taken away, and another is fet in the place of it, 
becaufe that is fet under it without luting,and there¬ 
fore may eafiiy be changed. And if you pleaie 
to diftil any thing elfe, you may take away that 
dilh with a pipe, and make it clean? and then joyn 
it dole again (that no fpirit may breath forth) 
to the neck of the lower receiver. And if that 
difti cannot be lb clofely joyned, that nothing ex¬ 
hale, pour in a fpoonful of Water, for that doth 
aftringe, neither doth it hurt the fpirits? becaufe in 
the rectifying it is leparated. 

Of the fublitning l r cftels- 

Thcfe you need not make of glafs, or of fuch 
earth as may retain the fpirits, as hath been above 
mentioned ; it is fufticient? if fo be they be made 
of good common Potters earth, and be well glazed 
within? viz. of fuch a form and figure, as appears 
by the annexed delineation- 

Yet you muft chufe good earth that will endure 
the fire, for the lower pots are fo heated by the 
fire, that they would be broken if they fhould not 
be made of good earth- 

Now I will fliew you in general the mannenit felf 
of diftilling ; as alfo , the manual neceflaries in 
every diftillation. 

The manner of Diftilling. 

In the firft place, let there be fome burning Coals 
putin? which afterwards mnft be covered with more 
until the Furnace be full almoft to the pipe? which 
being done, let not the uppermoft cover be laid over 
its hole (that the heat and fmoak may pafs that way, 
and not thorow the pipe, and receivers, which will 
thereby be red hot; and this will be a hindrance to 
the diftillation) until the fire be fufficiently kindled, 
and the Furnace be throughly hot; then caft in, 
with an Iron ladle, of the matter prepared for diftil¬ 
lation as much as will cover the Coals, which being 
done, ftop the Furnace very clofe? by prelfing down 
ftrongly the upper cover upon its hole or fand, which 
is put in the lower part of the hole, being a place 
made for that purpofe. Now let him that cafts in 
any thing thorow the middle hole, prefently ftop it 
with a ftopple of ftone, and that very clofe, for by 
this means all thofe things which were caft in, will 
be forced, after the manner of a thick Cloud, to 
break forth through the pipe into the receivers, 
and thereto condenfe themfelves into an acid fpirit 
or oyl, and thence to diftil into the dilh let under, 
Through the pipe whereof they do yet * diftil down 
further into another glafs receiver- The Coals be¬ 
ing burnt out, and all the fpirits being come forth, 
you mnft caft in more Coals, and more materials, 
until you have got a fufticient quantity of Spirits- 


In this way of diftilling, you may at your pleafure 
ceafe, and begin again without any danger. 

When you will make clean the Furnace? you need 
do nothing elfe, then draw out the Iron bars that 
lye on the crofs bar? that the Caput Mart mm may 
fall down , which afterwards may be taken away 
with a Fire-fliovel, which being done, you muft put 
in the bars again, and lay them on the crofs-bars 
as before, upon which you muft caft burning Coals? 
and upon them others? until there be enough, then 
on them all, being well kindled,caft your materials. 

When you go to make clean the receivers, and to 
begin to diftil another thing? you need hot remove 
them, bur only pour pure Water into them, viz. by 
their upper receiver, by the defeending whereof the 
other are purified. 

And by this way? not only out of Vegetables, and 
volatile Minerals (incombuftible ) but alfo out of 
fixed Metals and Stones, fpirits, oyls, and flowers, 
are drawn forth wonderfully, ealily, and in good 
quantity , which otherwife could never have been 
done by the vulgar art of diftilling. 

Now, in this Furnace are diftilled only fuch ma¬ 
terials, which being diftilled , yield an incombuftible 
humidity, as common Salt, Vitriol, Allom, and other 
Minerals and Metals, each of which doth yet require 
their peculiar manuals, if operated upon. 

Now, becaufe this Furnace doth not ferve for eve¬ 
ry matter, becaufe the materials to be diftilled are 
caft upon burning Coals, which arc things combufti- 
ble, 1 have determined irt the fecond part to give 
another, viz- a lefler, unlike to this, yet convenient 
to diftil all combuftible things that are endued with 
volatile fpirits, as Tartar, Harts-horn, Amber, Sal 
Armoniack, Urine, &c. There are, by the help 
hereof, made moft fubtile, volatile, fulphureous fpi¬ 
rits of Salts, and Minerals? as of common Salt, 
Vitriol, Allom, Nitre, Antimony, and of all other Mi¬ 
nerals and Metals, which otherwife, without this 
Furnace, could not have been made, with which 
fpirits, wonderful things are performed in Medicine 
and Alchymy, as in the Second Part fliall be demon- 
ftrated more largely. 

Now I will fhew you a way* to make other Re¬ 
ceivers belonging to the firft Furnace, and indeed, 
fuch as are more fit for fome Operations , as 
the former were more fit for others: wherefore let 
him that will operate, chufe thefe, or the other, 
as hepleafeth. 

As therefore the former being eroded upwards 
by a wall-, or ladder, by which means the fpirit 
might afeend from one into another fo long, until be¬ 
ing refrigerated and condenfed might again drop 
downward into the dilh that is annexed thereto : 
fo thefe are a contrary way fet and placed collate¬ 
ral in a vcflel filled with cold Water to condenfe the 
fpirits, by which means you need not fo many recei¬ 
vers ; alfo they muft not be fafhioned like the for¬ 
mer, as to be open above, and below, but only above 
like pots that ferve for boyling: but this you muft 
obferve, that by how much the deeper and larger 
they are, by fo much the better they are- 

Alfo you muft joyn them together by the help of 
earthen pipes, being fo diftind, that the fpirits may 
be kept back, being yet hot (and not refrigerated ) 
from pafling out of one into the other, but being 
forced through the middle of the feparation of the 
pipes, may go to the bottom of every receiver, and 
thence arife by another pipe into another receiver 
that hath a double cover like the former, where again 

defeend- 
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defcending to the cold bottom, remain refrigerated 
and condenfed. Now three or four of thefe arc 
enough ( whereas of other, thirteen or fifteen are re¬ 
quired ) a regard being had of their Greatncfs. 

You may fee the figure of thefe receivers, as alfo 
their joyning together by the annexed delineation. 
Now? for the moll part, one is fufficicnt for him 
that diltils a few things, efpecially it the matter be 
not pretious, and then let one crooked earthen pipe 
at leaft be joyned, one arm with the pipe that go- 
eth forth of the Furnace, the other with the Recei¬ 
ver, but fo that it go into the receiver downwards, 
even to the middle thereof, and then you need not 
Unit the orifice of the receivers, for it is no great 
matter if fomewhat evaporate, viz., if the matter to 
be diftilled be not pretious- And by this way may 
new fpirits and new flowers be made every hour, 
with the help of one Furnace, and one recipient, but 
with this caution, that for every new diflillation, 
the recipient be wafiied with Water before it be put 
to the pipe •, which being put to, yon may then caft 
your fpccies into the Furnace •, and this do till you 
have a fufficicnt quantity of fpirits. 

And this way of diflillation ferves efpecially for 
the trying of the natures and properties of many and 
divers Minerals, fucli as yield in the fire fpirits and 
flowers. For it would be too. tedious in every new 
diltillation to apply a new and diftind receiver : as al¬ 
fo many ftudious of the Chy'mical art would quit their 
Iludy, being able to make by retort but one tryal 
in a day. And no wonder if expences, and lols of 
time fhould deter many. 

Now here there is no need of many Retorts,nor of 
luting them, nor of receivers, and fuch like fuperflu- 
ous things neither is there here required the conftant 
prefence of the operator, the obfervation of the re¬ 
giment of fire, the negled whereof would other- 
wife endanger the lofs of the retorts and receivers, 
and by confequence the lofs of labour. Thefe and 
fuch like tedious things are not here to be cared for, 
becaufe it is fufficient only to call the Matter upon 
the coals, and cover the Furnace, and then prefently 
go forth the fpirits, and flowers of the fame kind 
with their mineral: of which when thou hall got a 
fufficient quantity, thou mull draw out the Iron 
bars, upon which the coals lye, that they may fall 
down, and be taken away ; and whilfl the Furnace 
is yet hot , to put in the Iron bars again, and upon 
them to lay frefh coals, which then will of their own 
accord be kindled with the heat of the Furnace. In 
the mean time you mull takeaway the receiver, and 
make it clean and fet it to again, or if you had rather 
put another clean one, viz., for the new diflillation 
of another Matter. 

And by this vvay, divers things may be in the 
fpace of one hour diftilled, and fublimed, viz., in 
a final! quantity- But he that will diftil, or fub- 
lime in a greater quantity, let him take three or 
four pots that the fpirits may pafs from one in¬ 
to another , that nothing thereof be loft. Here 
needs not fas 1 faid before) the continual prefence 
of the operator, for he may be gone, ceafe, or 
repeat as he pleafe, becaule the work is without 
danger of breaking the retorts, and receivers. 

He that knows the ufe of this Furnace, may do 
many things in a fliort time with little coft. For 
any one may do more by the help thereof in one 
hour, than in the common way in twenty four, by 
which way alfo there is a great faving of coals, 
becaufe ten pound of coals will do more this way 


than a hundred the other. As for example , lie 
that will try, flnll make a pound of fpirit of Salt 
in one hour with three, four, or five pounds of coals; 
whereas after die other way are required fifty or 
fixty pounds, and at leaft twenty or thirty hours 
time, viz., in the common way by the help of re¬ 
torts:^ which is indeed very tedious. 

Alfo by this way may be made the flowers of* 
minerals, and metals, in a great quantity, very 
ealily, and in a fliort rime without great coft, fo 
as that in one hours fpace, with three or four pound 
ot coals may a pound of the flowers of Antimony be 
made. And this is no fmall help to the Phylitian, 
and Chymift. 

Moreover this furnace being once built, endures 
foi many years, and being broken is ealily repaired. 

And by this way you (hall need only materials 
to be diltillcd, no retorts ar.d receivers are in dan¬ 
ger, by which means much coft isfaved. 

Befides the aforefsk! ways, 1 have yet another 3 
and that more compendious, viz. of diftilling, ;.ul 
fublirning, and more eaiy, by which means in a ve¬ 
ry little time, an incredible quantity of fpirits of 
Salts, and flowers of Minerals, and metals may be 
made; which 1 fliall refer till another time, be¬ 
etle for the prefent 1 haye faid enough. 

Now 1 do not doubt, but diligent Chymifts will 
follow my fteps , and find out thofe things which 
are unknown to me. For it is c after n add to 
things found out , than to find cut things unknown. 

The conftrudion therefore of the furnace being 
in my opinion clearly (hewed, there now follows 
the manner of diftilling, and fublirning with it- 

Although haply, and contrary to my hope any 
obfeurity ffiould be met withal, yet one procefs 
will explain another: and the diligent operator, 
and fearcher of Nature fliall without doubt, by his 
pradife attain the effed after the fame manner as 
1 have preferibed: which together with the blef- 
fing of G O D, I heartily wifli all pious Chymifts, 
Amen. 


How the Spirit of Sdt is to be diftilled. 

T H E reafon why I enter upon the fpirit of 
fait, before 1 fay any thing of the fpirits of 
vegetables, is this, viz. becaufe it is even the 
chiefeft , which can be made in this furnace : for 
few exceed this in ftrength and vertues ; where¬ 
fore 1 alfo have given it the preeminency. Nei¬ 
ther is there any of the acid fpirits, about which 
the Chymifts hitherto have been more bulled, than 
this, wherefore alfo it is of all, of greateft price, 
&c. for fome have mixed fait with potters clay, 
and have made this mixture into little balls, which 
they have to get the fpirit, forced by retort in a 
very ftrong fire: fome have mixed fait with bole, 
fome with the powder of tyles, others with burnt 
Allumc, &Sr. 

Others tiling a more compendions vvay have made 
fait to jlow in a retort, which hath a pipe both 
in the upper, and hinder part; by the uper pipe 
of which they have dropped in cold water, to e- 
levate the ponderous fpirits of the fait, but by the 
hinder they have blown with Bellows, to force the 
fpirits into the retort: and this way is not alto¬ 
gether to be flighted, yet it hath this inconvenien- 
cy, that in procefs of time the retorts are broken 
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that they can no longer retain the fait, and fo the I 
diitillation is intercepted. Some have attempted 
it with Iron retorts, but by this means the fpirits 
have been deaded, becanfe they cafily fet upon the 
Iron> whence inltcad of fpirit they have had flcgine- 
And fircli, and other tedious wayes of diftilling 
they have invented 5 and by the belt of them in¬ 
deed they could fcarce diftill one pound in 25. or | 
30. hours fpace with 50. 60. or 100 pound of j 
coals; this being the reafon, bccaufe the laic is ve¬ 
ry little wrought upon, and therefore it is that few 
ever had the fpirit right and good, whence alfo 
the vcrtucs thereof have been unknown. 

And this therefore I was willing to make known, 
that it might appear, what price this Ipirit hath 
hitherto been of, and how eafie, and abundantly, 
and with what little colt, it may after my new in¬ 
vented way be made. 

It is faid above, that the materials may in this 
way of diltilling be immediately cart: into the fire, 
yet this mult be wifely underltood. For although 
fome of the fpecies may without any preparation 
be immediately cart: into the fire, yet it doth not 
follow that all and every one of them murt.: for 
in fome of them we murt: ufe our diferetion, as 
in the diftilling of fait- For if the lalt be imme¬ 
diately call into the lire, it will not only yield no 
fpirits, but will leap fo long upon the coals, until 
it find a defeent to the lowelt part of the furnace : 
Now this may be prevented divers wayes; and nrlt 
indeed after this manner: Dillolve fait in common 
water, then quench burning coals with this wa¬ 
ter, that they may be impregnated with the fait, 

• which afterwards fet on fire in the furnace: but 
vou mull firft call in other burning coals, upon 
which you mull call thofe that are impregnated 
with fait untill the furnace be full, as is above 
faid: and while the coals burn, the fait is rcfolved 
by the force of the fire into fpirit. 

Now you mult obferve that he that diftils fpirit 
of fait after this manner, mull make choice of 
elafs receivers, bccaufe the fpirit whilelt it is hot, 
penetrates by reafon of its wonderful fubtilty, thofe 
that are earthen- And.this fpirit is of a moll grate¬ 
ful tafle- But in defeat of. glafs receivers, I fliall 
Ihew you another way wherein you may ufe thofe 

that be of earth. . 

Mix fait, and vitriol or allome together, grind¬ 
ing them very well in a Mortcr (for by how much 
the better they are ground, the more Spirit they 
yield-) Then call this mixture into the fire with 
an Iron Ladle, viz., fo much of it as will be fnfficient 
to cover the coals, and then with a great fire the 
fpirits come forth into the receivers, where being 
coagulated, they diftill down into the dilh, and 
thence into another receiver. And if thou know- 
eft how to work aright, the fpirits will like water 
continually run out thorow the pipe, the thicknefs 
of a ftraw ; and thou mayeft cafily every hour 
make a pound of the fpirit. Now the reafon why 
t ‘[ 10U [halt by this way have more fpirits than by 
the other, is this, viz., bccaufe the vitriol and al¬ 
lome, which is mixed with the falt^jnakes it flow 
ouickiv, by which means it is presented front full¬ 
ing down through the coals to the lower part of 
- t hc furnace, but llicking to the coals is almoft all 
of it turned into fpirits. The Caput Mcrttmm , 
which is reddifh, cafily falls with the allies through 
the orate, and can no more be diftilled, but yields 
by cxcoftion a white fixed fait, which ferves for 


the flowing of metals•, and being diflolved in 
warm water ferves alfo for a glyller againlt the 
Worms, which it kills, and purgeth alfo the Bo¬ 
wels. 

Thou wilt objed, that the fpirit made after this 
manner, is not the true fpirit of fait by reafon of 
the mixture of vitriol and allome, but mixed, and 
compounded. I anfwer; There can by this way 
diftil no fpirit of vitriol, or allome, being tliac which 
l often tryed, calling vitriol or allome into the fur¬ 
nace, where l received no fpirit at ally the reafon 
of this is, becaufe thefe fpirits are far more heavy 
than the fpirit of fait, neither can they afeend fo 
great a heighth, viz., of three fpans, but are burnt, 
whence unlefs the flegme, nothing diftils. Where¬ 
fore the fpirit of fait that is made after this man¬ 
ner is not mixed, but pure and nteer fpirit of fait, 
of the fame tail and vertue as that is of, that is 
made by it felf; becaufe in this furnace the fpi¬ 
rit of allome and vitriol, cannot be made unlefs 
a pipe go out of the furnace neer the grate, 
as you may fee by the delineation of the fur¬ 
nace , for otherwife it cannot be made; befides, 
thele fpirit are better, and more truly taught in 
the fccond part- And if it be granted that fome- 
wliat together with the fpirit of fait comes forth 
(which is yet impofliblc ) what hurt I pray you 
comes from thence either in the folution of metals, 
or medicine ? wherefore the fpirit made after this 
way is not to be fufpeded. Yet I will fatisfie the 
incredulous, and will fliew him another way with¬ 
out the addition of allome or vitriol, for the di¬ 
ftilling of that fpirit, but that will be in the fccond 
part of this Book, where I will teach yon the fur¬ 
nace, by which is made fpfrit of Nitre, Aquafortis, 
and amongft combuftibles, the Oyles of vegetables, 
and Fats of animals and other things which cannot 
be made by this: and by this way I will fatisfie thofe, 
who are not pleafed with the former. 

Now for want of glafs receivers, we are forced 
to ufe earthen, but thefe cannot retain the fpirit of 
fait made after the aforefaid wayes; in which cafe 
1 could indeed difeover a certain little manual, by 
vertue of which the aforefaid fpirit may be recei¬ 
ved even in a great quantity in earthen recipients: 
but for certain eaufes I fhall here be filent, and 
fliall refer it till the edition of the fccond part- 
Letitfufflce therefore chat I mentioned fuchathing, 
wherefore omitting that, I fliall proceed to Ihew 
vou the vcrtucs, and ufe of this fpirit, as well in 
Alchymy, as in Medicine, and other Mechanical 
Arts. 

Of the 'Ufe of the Spirit of Salt. 

I T is worth while, to fpeak of the power , and 
vertnes of this excellent fpirit what other Au¬ 
thors have clearly deferibed, I fliall here pafs over, 
and refer the Reader to the writings of thofe Au¬ 
thors; touching only on fome few of which they 
faid nothing. 

The Spirit of fait is by molt accounted a moll excel: 
lent medicine, and fafely to be ufed, as well inwardly 
as outwardly : It extinguifheth a preternatural thirft 
in hot difeafes, abftcrgeth and confumcth flegma- 
tick humours in the Stomack, excitcth the Appetite, 
is good for them that are hydropical, have the 
Stone, and Gout, &c. It is a menftruuin diflolv- 
ing metals, excelling all other therein: For it dif- 
fol vet hall metals and minerals (excepting filver) and 

almoft 
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almoft all (tones (being rightly prepared) and re- 
dncetli them into excellent medicaments. It doth 
alfo many excellent things in mechanical arts. 

Neither is it to be flighted in the kitchen, for 
with the help thereof are prepared divers pleafant 
meats for the lick as well as for thofe that are in 
health, yea and better than with Vinegar, and o* 
ther acid things: and it doth more in a fmall quan¬ 
tity, than Vinegar in a great. But efpecially, it 
lerves for thofe Countries that have no Vinegar. 
It is ufed alfo inftead of Verjuice, and the juice of 
Lymons. For being prepared after this way, it is 
bought at a cheaper rate than Vinegar or juice of 
Lymons. Neither is it corruptible as exprelfed 
juices are, but is bettered by age. Being mixed 
with Sugar it is an excellent fauce for roalt meat. 
It preferves alfo divers kinds of Fruits for many 
years. It makes alfo Railins, and dryed Grapes to 
(well, fo as to acquire their former magnitude a- 
gain, which are good to refrclh a weak Stomach 
in many difeafes, and ferves for the preparing of 
divers kinds of meats of Flelh and Fifh j but you 
mull mix fome water with the fpirit, or elfe the 
Railins will contract too much acidity. This fpirit 
doth efpecially ferve for making meats delightful¬ 
ly acid; for whatfoever things are prepared with 
it, as Chickens, Pigeons, Veale, &c. are of a more 
pleafant tafte than thofe which are prepared with 
Vinegar. Beef being macerated with it, becomes 
in a few dayes fo tender, as if it had been a long 
time macerated with Vinegar. Such, and many 
more things can the Spirit of Salt do. 

A dijtill.uion of tgetable Oyles } whereby a greater 
quantity is acquired , than by that common way , 
by a Kefica. 

A S many Diftillers as hitherto have been, have 
been ignorant of a better way to diftill Oyles 
of Spices, Woods, and Seeds, than by a vefica or alem- 
bick, with a great quantity of water. And altho’ 
they may alfo be made by retort, yet there is a 
great deal of care required, or elfe they contract 
an Empyreuma •, wherefore that way, by a Hill, is 
alwayes accounted the better, which way indeed is not 
to be flighted, if you diftill Vegetables of a low 
price, and fucli as be oleaginous •, but not fo in the 
diftillation of Spices, and of other things that are 
of a greater value, as are Cinnamon, Mace, Saf¬ 
fron, Ox which cannot be diftilled in a gourd ftill 
without lofs, becaufe then there is required a great 
quantity of water, and by confequence great, and 
large veflels, to which fomething adheres, where¬ 
fore we lofe almolt half, which is not to be fo much 
valued in vegetables that are oleaginous, as in Annif- 
feed, Fennel, and Caryoway-feed, &c. But the lofs 
made in the diftilling of dryer and dearer vegeta¬ 
bles, as of Cinnamon, Lignum Rhodii , Cajfta, is 
evident enough, and by confequence not to benight¬ 
ed. Neither can it be, that all things can be di¬ 
ftilled that way, for a good quantity by coCtion ac- 
quireth a gummy tenacioufnefs, which cannot afeend 
with the water. But that this way for the future 
may be prevented,! will (hew another way to diftill the 
Oyles of Spices, and other precious things, which 
is done with fpirit of fait, whereby all the Oyle 
is drawn forth without any lofs, the procefs where¬ 
of is this, viz.. Fill a gourd with Cinnamon or 
any other Wood, or Seed, upon which pour fo 
much of the fpirit of fait, as will be fufficient to 


cover the wood, then place it with its Alembic/: 
in Sand, and give it fire by degrees that the fpirit 
of fait may boyl, and all the Oyle will diftill ofF 
with a little flegme •, for the fpirit of fait doth 
with its acrimony penetrate the wood, and freeth 
the Oyle that it may diftill off the better and ea- 
fier. And by this way the Oyle is not loft by the 
addition of that great quantity of water in thofe 
great and large veflels, but is drawn in lefler glafs 
veflels with the addition of a little moyfture. Di¬ 
ftillation being finifhed the fpirit is poured ofF by 
inclination Irom the wood, being again ufeful for 
the fame work. And it it hath contracted any im¬ 
purity from the wood, it may be rectified: but 
the refidue of the fpirit which remains in,the wood 
ye may recover, if that wood be call into the afore- 
faid lurnace upon burning coals, by which means 
it may come forth again pure, and clear: and by 
this means we lofe none of the fpirit of Salt- And 
after this way by help of the fpirit of Salt, are 
drawn forth Oyls of dearer Vegetables together 
with their Fruit, which cannot be done by a ftill. 

There are made alfo by means thereof Oyles of 
Gumms and Rofins, clear, and perfpicuous. 


The clear Oyle cf Af.ijhcly and Franhincenfe. 

T Ake of Frankincenfe or Maftick powdered fmall, 
as much as will ferve to fill the third part 
or a Retort (which muft be coated) upon which 
pour a fufficient quantity of fpirit of Salt, taking 
heed that the Retort be not filled too full, or elfe' 
the lpirit when it boyles, flows over it, then place 
it in fand, and give fire by degrees, and there will 
irlc come out fome phlegme, after which a clear 
traplparent oyle together with the fpirit of fait, 
which muft be kept by it felf, after this a certain 
yellow Oyle which muft be received by it felf, and 
laft of all there follows a red Oyle, which altho' 
ls c not t0 k. e ca ft away, yet it is very unlike to 
the firft, ferving for outward ufes, and to be mix¬ 
ed with Oyntments and Emplafters, for it doth 
wonderfully confolidate, and therefore good in new 
and old Wounds. The firft being well rectified, is 
m its fubtilty, and penetrating faculty not unlike 
to fpirit of wine, and may profitably be ufed in¬ 
wardly and outwardly, viz., in cold affeCts, but 
efpecially in the ftifFnefs of the Nerves, caufed by 
cold humors, upon which follows a contraction y 
out then you muft firft rub the member contracted 
with a linnen cloath, that it may be well warmed, 
into which then the Oyle muft be chafed with a 
warm hand. For it doth do wonders in fucb like 
affeCts of the Nerves. 

After the fame manner may Oyles be made out 
of all gumms. The red, tenacious and ltinking 
Oyles of Tartar, Harts-horn, Amber, &c. diftilled 
after the common way by retort are alfo rectified 
with fpirit of fait fo as to become tranfparent and to 
lofe the Empyreuma contracted by diftillation. 

Now the caufe of the blacknefs, and fetidnefs of 
thefe kind of Oyles, is a certain volatile fait which 
is to be found as well in Vegetables, as certain A- 
nimals, which is eafily mixed with the Oyle, and 
makes it of a brown colour- For every vola¬ 
tile fait whether it be of Urine, Tartar, Amber, 
Harts-horn, and of other Vegetables and Animals, 
is of this condition and nature, as to exalt, and al¬ 
ter the colours of fulphureous things, and that either 
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for the worfe or for the better: but for the moll part 
it makes Oyles thick, black and flunking, as you 
may fee in Amber, Harts-horn, and Tartar- The 
caufe therefore of the blacknefs, and fetidnefs of 
thefe Oyles being known we may the more eafily 
take heed thereof in diftilling, and being contract¬ 
ed, correct them again by the help of fpirit of Salt. 
For all volatile fait hath contrariety to any acid 
fpirit) and on the other fide, every acid fpirit hath 
a contrariety with all volatile falts, that have the 
nature of fait of Tartar. For metals that aredif- 
folved with acid fpirits are as well precipitated 
with fpirit of Urine, or any volatile fait as with 
the liquor of fait of Tartar ; which fhall be more 
at large declared in the fecond part. 

The volatile fait therefore is by the mortifying 
acid fpirits, as of Salt, Vitriol, Allom, Vinegar, 
deprived of its volatility, and is fixed , by 
which means being debilitated it forfakes its afl’oei- 
ate which was infeClcd with blacknefs by it: it is 
neceflary that vve fliould proceed after the fame man¬ 
ner with thefe fetid Oyles, -viz., as follows- 

Take any fetid Oyle of Tartar, Amber, &c. with 
which fill the fourth part only of a glafs Retort, 
and upon it pour by drops the fpirit of fait; and it 
will begin to be hot, as it is ufed to be, when A- 
qua fortis is poured on fait of Tartar; wherefore 
the fpirit is to be poured on it by little and little, 
and by drops for fear of breaking the glafs: Now 
the figne of the mortification of the volatile fait 
is, when it ceafeth to make a noife, and then no 
more is to be poured on, but fet your Retort in 
fand, & give fire to it by degrees,as is ufed to be done 
in the rectifying things of eafie elevation : and "firfl: of 
all will go forth a certain flunking water, after 
which comes a tranfparent clear, and odoriferous 
Oyle, and after that a certain yellow, clear, and 
alfo well fmelling Oyle, but not fo as the firfl:, 
wherefore each mult be taken a part by changing 
the receivers. Now thefe Oyles become more grate¬ 
ful than thofe fetid ones of the fhops. For thefe Oyles 
maim their clearnefs, and fairnefs, the caufe of 
their fetidnefs, and rednefs being taken away by the 
fpirit of fait- In the bottom of the Retort re¬ 
mains the black volatile fait with the fpirit of fait, 
from whence it may be fublimed into an odoriferous 
fait refembling fait armoniack in tail. The fpirit of 
fait is alfo deprived of its acidity, and coagulated by 
the volatile fait, and is like tartamm vitriolatum , 
appointed alfo for its ufes, as fhall be fpoken in 
the fecond part, of the fpirit of Urine. 

After the fame manner alfo are rectified other 
Oyles, which by length of time have contracted a 
clamminefs, as are Oyle of Cinnamon, Mace, Cloves, 
&c. with the fpirit of Salt, if they be rectified by 
Retort, for then they acquire again both the fame 
clearnefs, and goodnefs, as they had when they 
were newly diftilled. 

Here I muft make mention of a certain error of 
Phyfitians, not only of ignorant Galcnifts but Spa- 
gyricks, committed in the preparations of fome 
Chymical medicaments. For many have perfwad- 
ed themfelves that Oyle of Tartar, Harts-horn, &c. 
having loft its ftink, is a Medicine radically tak¬ 
ing away all obftruClions; but this niuft be taken 
with a grain of fait. For fome have rectified thefe 
kinds of Oyles by calcined Vitriol, and by that 
means have fomewhat made them lofe their Em~ 
pyreuf/ut, but with all their Vertues*, which others 
©hlcrving have conceived that the fetidnefs there¬ 


of is not to be taken away, bccaufe the Vcrtueof 
them is thereby loft, as if tire Vcrtue confifted in 
the fetidnefs thereof; but that is a very great er¬ 
ror, becaufe fetidnefs is an enemy to the heart and 
brain, and in it is no good. But this is granted, 
that they that take away the fetidnefs of thofe 
Oyles mortifie the vertues of them. But thou fayft. 
How then muft we proceed in taking away their 
fetidnefs without the lofs of the vertues- ? Muft they 
be rectified by the fpirit of fait ? as even now thou 
taughteft- R. No, for although I faid that Oyles 
might be clarified with fpirit of fait, yet it doth 
not follow that my meaning was, that that clarifi¬ 
cation was the mending of them : This is only 
a way of clarification , whereby they become more 
grateful; and it is not to be flighted, a better be¬ 
ing unknown. But how they are to be rectified 
from their fetidnefs and blacknefs, without the lofs 
of their Vertues, and to be made more noble, doth 
not belong to this place, becaufc it cannot be done 
by this Furnace: I (hall refer the reader therefore 
to the fecond part, where it fhall be fhewed, how 
fuch fpirits are to be rectified without the lofs of 
their vertues, which being fo prepared may well be 
accounted for the fourth Pillar of Phyfick. And thefe 
things 1 was willing at lealt for information fake 
to Ihew you, not to offend you, and that bccaufe 
I was moved with pity, and compaffion towards 
my neighbour. 

The Quinteffence of nil Vegetables, 

P Our upon Spices, Seeds, Woods, Roots, Fruits, 
Flowers, C re. the Spirit of Wine well rectifi¬ 
ed, place them in digeftion to be extracted, untill 
all the efience be extracted , with the Spirit of 
Wine; then upon this Spirit of Wine, being im¬ 
pregnated, pour the belt Spirit of Salt; and being 
thus mixed together, place them in Balneo to di- 
geft, untill the Oyle be feparated, and fwim above 
from the Spirit of Wine, then feparate it with a 
feparating glafs, or diftill off the Spirit of Wine 
in Balneo, and a clear Oyle will afeend ; for if 
the Spirit of Wine be not abftraded, then that 
Oyle will be as red as blood ; and it is the true quin- 
teflence of that vegetable, from whence by the Spi¬ 
rit of'Wine it was extracted. 

77;f Quinteffence of all Metals and Minerals, 

D ifl'olve any metal (excepting Silver, which muft 
be difTolved in Aqua fortisj in the ftrongeft 
fpirit of Salt, and draw off the flcgme in Balneo; 
to that which remains pour the beft rectified fpi¬ 
rit of Wine, put it to digefting, untill the Oyle 
be elevated to the top as red as blood, which is 
the tinCture, and quinteffence of that metal, being a 
molt Precious treafure in medicine. 

A fweet and red Oyle , of Metals and Minerals. 

D lflolve a Metal or Mineral in fpirit of Salt , 
difl'olve alfo an equal weight of fait of Wine 
eflentificated ; mix thefe dilfolutions, and diftill them 
by retort in a gradual heat, and there will come 
out an oyle fweet, and as red as blood, together 
with the fpirit of Salt; and fometimes the neck of 
the retort and receiver will be coloured like a Pea¬ 
cocks tail with divers colours, and fometimes with 
a golden colour. 

And becaufe I would without any difference com¬ 
prehend all Metals and Minerals under one certain 
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general procefs let him that would make the eflence 
of filvertake t’nefpiritof nitre, and proceed in all 
things as was fpoken of the other metals. Con¬ 
cerning the ufe of thefe eflences, 1 need not fpeak 
much thereof; for to him that knows the prepara¬ 
tion (hall be difcovered the ufe thereof. Concerning 
the corrofive oyles of metals and minerals, feeing 
they cannot be defcribed by any one procefs, it will 
be worth while to fet down what is peculiar to each 
of them, asfolloweth. 

The Oyle, or Liquor of Gold. 

D llfolve the calx of gold in the fpirit of fait, 
( which mull be very ftrong, or elfe it cannot 
diffolve it ) but in defedt of the ltrongeft fpirit 
thereof, mix a little of the pureft falt-perer; but 
that oyle is the belt which is made with the fpirit 
of fait alone. From the gold dilfolved abftradt half 
the folntion, and there will remain a corrofive oyle, 
upon which pour the expreffed juice of lemons, and 
the difl'olution will become green, and a few feces 
fall to the bottom, which may be reduced in melting. 
This being done, put this green liquor in Balneo, 
and draw off the flegme: that which remains take 
out, and put upon a marble in a cold moift place, 
and it will be refolved into a red oyle, which may 
fafely, and without danger be taken inwardly, curing 
thofc that are hurt with Mercury. But efpecially it 
is commended in old ulcers of the mouth, tongue,and 
throat, arifing from the Frerch pox,leprofy,fcorbute, 
&c. where the oylof other tilings cannot be fo fafely 
ufed. There is not a better medicine in the exulce¬ 
ration, and fwelling of the glandules, in the ulcers 
of tongue and jaws, which doth fooner mundify, 
and confolidate- Neither yet mull we negledt ne- 
ceflary purgings, and fudorificks, for fear of a re= 
Iapfe, the caufe not being taken away. 

Neither will there any danger follow, whether it 
be given inwardly, or ufed outwardly, as in the ac- 
cuftomed ufe of other medicaments, and gargarifms; 
for it may daily, and truly without all danger be ufed 
at leaft three times with a wonderful admiration of 
a quick operation- 

Oyle cf Mars. 

D lfi'olve thin plates of Iron in rectified fpirit of 
fait, take the folution, which is green, of a 
fweet taft, and fmelling like fetid fulphur; and filter 
it from that filthy and feculent refidence: then in a 
glafs gourd in fand, abftradt all the humidity ( viz.. 
with a gentle fire) which will be as infipid as rain¬ 
water, becaufe the iron by reafon of itsdrynefs, hath 
attracted all the acidity to itfelf: but in the bot¬ 
tom will remain a mafs as red as blood, burning the 
tongue like fire: it takes away all proud flelh of 
wounds, and that without all danger. It is to be 
kept in a glafs clofe ftopt from the air, left it be 
refolved into an oyle, which will be of a yellow 
colour. But he that defires to have the oyle, may 
fet it on a marble in a moift Cellar, and within a 
day it will be refolved into an oyle, which will be 
in colour betwixt yellow and red: It is a moft 
excellent fecret in all corroding ulcers, fiftulas, can¬ 
cer, o re. being an incomparable confolidator, and 
mundifyer. And it is not without profit mixed al- 
fo with common water to walh the moift, fetid 
ulcers of the leggs •, which caufe tumours, by being 
applyed warm like a bath, for it dryes, and heals 
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fuddenly,if withal Purges be adminiftred- It cures after 
any fcab- That red mafs (being yet unrefolved) being 
put on the oyle of fand, or flints (of which in the fe- 
cond part) makes a tree to grow in the fpace of one 
or two hours, having root, trunk, and boughs; 
which being taken out, and dryed, in the teft yietds 
good gold, which that tree extracts from the earth, 
t.e. from the flints, or fand- Thou trrayft if thou 
pleafeft, more accurately examine this matter. 

Oyle of Venus. 

S pirit of Salt doth not eafily work upon Copper, 
unlefs it be firft reduced into a calx, and that af¬ 
ter this manner. Take plates of Copper made red 
hot in an open crucible, quench them in cold waters 
and they will cleave into red feales: then the re¬ 
mainders of the plates make red- hot, and quench 
as before: do this fo often, till thou haft got a fuf= 
ficient quantity of the calx; which being dryed, 
and powdered, extract with the re<ftified fpirit of 
fait, in fand, until the fpirit of fait be fufficiently 
coloured with a green tindtnre, which you muft de= 
cant, and filter; and then abftrad from it the fu- 
pet-fluous moifture, that there may remain a green 
thick oyle, which is an excellent remedy for ulcers, 
efpecially fuch as are Venereal, being applyed out¬ 
wardly. 

Oyle of Jupiter and Saturn. 

N Either are thefe two metals eafily diflolved in 
the fpirit of fait, yet being filed, are diflolved 
in the heft rectified fpirit of fait- But the operation 
is performed better with the flowers of thefe me¬ 
tals (the preparation whereof (hall be hereafter 
^ught- ) Take therefore the flowers, upon which 
in a gourd glafs pour the fpirit of fait, and pre- . 
fently the fpirit will work upon them, efpecially 
being fet in a warm place; filter the yellow folu¬ 
tion, and abftradt the humidity, until there remain 
a yellow heavy oyle, which is proper againft pu¬ 
trid ulcers. 

Oyle of Mercury- 

N Either is this eafily diflolved with the fpirit 
of fait: but being fublimed with vitriol, and 
fait is eafily dilfolved. Being diflolved , it yields 
an oyle very corrofive, which muft be ufed with 
diferetion, wherefore it is not to be adminiftred, 
unlefs it be where none of the other are to be had. 
For 1 faw a woman fuddenly killed with this oyle, 
being applyed by a certain Chyrurgeon. But this 
oyle is not to be flighted in eating ulcers, tet¬ 
ter, Crc. which are mortified by it. 

Oyle of Antimony. 

C Rude Antimony that hath never undergone the 
fire, is hardly diflolved in fpirit of fait: as al¬ 
fo the Regains thereof; but the Regains being fub- 
tilly poudered , is more eafily wrought upon, in cafe 
the fpirit be fufficiently rectified- 

The Vnrnm is more eafily, but moft eafily of 
all the flowers are dilfolved , being fuch as are 
made after our prefeription a little after fet down. 
Neither is Bntyrum Antimonii (being made out of 
fublimed Mercury, and Antimony) any thing elle 
but the R(galas of Antimony diflolved withfpiric of 
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fait 1 for fublimed Mercury being mixed with Anti¬ 
mony, feeling the heat of the fire, is forfaken by the 
corrofive fpirits ail'ociating themfclves with the An-- 
timony, whence comes the thick Oyle •, whilelt which 
is done the fulphur of Antimony is joyned to the 
Quick-filvcr, and yields a Cinnabar, (ticking to 
the neck of the Retort •, but the refidue of the Mer¬ 
cury remains in the bottom with the Caput Mor- 
imini, becaufe a little part thereof doth diltill off: 
And if thou halt skill thou maylt recover the whole 
weight of the Mercury again. < 

And thefc things I was willing the rather to Ihew 
thee, becaufe many think this is the Oyl e Mercu-- 
ry, and therefore that white powder made thence 
by* the pouring on of abundance of water they call 
jUfcrcurius vita, with which there is no mixture at 
all of Mercury, for it is nicer Rcgnlus of Antimo* 
ny dilfolved with fpirit of Salt, which is again fe- 
parated , when the water is poured on the Anti- 
monial butter as is feen by experience j For that 
white pouder being dryed, and melted in a cruci¬ 
ble yields partly a yellow Glafs, and partly alfo a 
Re 'iilns, but no Mercury at all- 

Whence it doth necedarily follow that that thick 
oyle is nothing clfe but Antimony diflolved in fpi- 
r-t of Salt. For the flowers of Antimony being 
mixed with fpirit of Salt, make an oyle in all re- 
fnefts like to that butter which is made of Anti¬ 
mony, and fublimated Mercury, which alfo is after 
the fame manner by the aflufion of a good quanti¬ 
ty of water precipitated into a white pouder, which 
is commonly called Merciirius vita- It is alfo by 
the fame way turned into Bezoardicum mineral, viz. 
by abltradting the fpirit of Nitre, and it is nothing 
elfe but Diaphoretick Antimony. 

For it is all one whether that Diaphoretick be 
made with fpirit of Nitre, or with Nitie it fe^ 
viz,, corporeal, for thefe have the fame veitues, 
although fome are of opinion that that is to be 
preferred before the other ; but the truth is, there 
is no difference. But let every one be free in his own 
judgment, for thofe things which 1 have wrote, 1 have 
not Writ out of ambition, but to find out the truth- 
Now again to our purpofe, which is tofhewan 
oyle of Antimonv made with the fpirit of fait. 

Take a pound of the flowers of Antimony ( of 
which a little after ) upon which pour two pound 
of the bed verified fpirit, mix them well together 
in a glafs, and fet them in fand a day and night 
to dillolvc, then pour out that folution together 
with the flowers into a retort that is coated, which 
fet in fand, and fir ft give a gentle fire, untill the 
lleume be come off, then follows a weak fpirit with 
a little ftronger fire, for the ftronger fpirits remain 
in the bottom with the Antimony: then give a 
itronoer fire, and there will come forth an oyle like 
to the butter of Antimony made with fublimed 
Mercury, and is appropriated to the fame ufes, as 
follows. 

The flowers of Alimony, White and Vomitive. 

r T" , Ake of this butter as much as you plcafe, 
1 upon which in a glafs gourd, or any other 
larce glafs pom* a great quantity of water until 
the^ white flowers will precipitate no more , then 
decant offthe water from the flowers, which edul¬ 
corate with warm water, and dry with a gentle heat, 
and thou (halt have.a white pouder. 


The Dofc is, that i- 2. 3. 8. 10. grains be 
macerated for the fpace of a night in wine, which is 
to be drank in the morning, and it worketh upward 
and downward . But it is not to be given to chil¬ 
dren, thofe that be old, and weak, but to thole 
that be ftrong, and accuftomcd to vomiting. When 
at any time this infufion is taken and doth not work, 
as fometimes it fails out, but makes the Patient very 
fick, he muff provoke vomiting with his finger, or elfe 
it will not work, bur make thofe that have taken 
it to be fick, and debilitated even to death. We 
mult alfo in die over much working of thefe flow¬ 
ers drink a draught of warm Beer, or rather of 
warm Water, decoded with Chervil, or Parfly, and 
they will work more mildly. But let not him that 
is able to bear the operation thereof any way hinder 
it, for there is the greater hope of recovering his 
health thereby, for they do excellently purge cho- 
ler, and evacuate fiegme in the Stomack, being hu¬ 
mors that tvill not yield to other Catharticks j they 
open obltruftions, refill the putrefadion of the blood, 
the caufes of many difeafes, fuch as arc Feavers, 
Head-aches, ,cPc. they are good for them that are 
Leprous, Scorbutica], Mclancholical, Hypochondri¬ 
acal, infeded with the French-Pox, and in the be¬ 
ginning of the Plague. In brief, they do work 
gallantly, and do many things- 

After the taking of them, the Patient muft llay 
in his bed or at leaft not go forth of his houfe, 
for to avoid the aire, or otherwife they may be 
miltrulted. 

And becaufe of their violence they are feared, 
and hated, I (hall in the fourth part of this Book for 
the fake of the fick fet down fuch as are milder, 
and fafer, fuch as fliall work rather downward than 
upward, cauling ealie vomits, which alfo thou may- 
elt give to children, and thofe that are old with¬ 
out danger, yet fome refped being had of the di- 
feafe, and age. 

The fiorvers of Antimony diaphoretical. 

T HE forefaid flowers if they be call into mel¬ 
ted Nitre, and be left a while in melting, are 
made fixt, fo as to become Diaphoretical, and lofe 
their Cathartical Vertue. The acid water being 
feparated from the flowers, if it be evaporated, 
leaves behind the bed fpirit of fait, ferving for the 
fame or fuch like ules again- 

Of the External ufe of the Corrofive■ Oyle of 
Antimony. 

T His oyle hath been long ufed by Chirurgions, 
for they have with a feather applyed it to 
wounds almolt uncurable, to feparate impurities, 
for the acceleration of the cure, that afterwards other 
medicaments being applyed may the better ope¬ 
rate. But it is better if it be mixed, with fpi¬ 
rit of Salt, for they are eafily mixed and it is 
made more mild thereby, and the too great cor¬ 
rofive faculty thereof is mitigated. Neither is there 
any other befidcs the fpirit of Salt, with which 
this oyle can be mixed, unlefs it be the llrongelt 
fpirit of Nitre, for the weak fpirit of Nitre preci¬ 
pitates die butter of Antimony, as you may fee in 
the preparation of Betuoardtcnm Miner ale ♦ But the 
llrongelt fpirit of nitre diflolving this butter, makes 
a red folution of wonderfull Vertue in Chymiltry, 
of which wc are not to treat in this placeand if 
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this be drawn off again by dillillation, it leaves be¬ 
hind the firft time a feed Antimony, and Diaphoreti- 
cal which otherwife mult be drawn off twice) or 
thrice, if 'veak, and not able to diflolve 
the butter without precipitation. 

Now this Bezoardicnm is the belt, and fafeff Dia- 
phoretick in all difeafesthat require fweat, as in the 
plague, French pox, feavers, fcorbute, leprofy, &c. 
if it be given from 6. 8. to. to twenty grains in pro¬ 
per vehicles •, it penetrates the whole body, and eva¬ 
cuates all evil humours by fweat and urine. 

The Oyl of Arfenic and Auripigmentum. 

A S the fpirit of fait doth not ealily work upon 
j\, Antimony by reafon of the abundance of crude 
fulphur, unlefs it be reduced into flowers, in the pre¬ 
paration whereof, fome part of its fulphur is burnt - , 
foalfo Arfenic and Auripigmentum are hardly diffolv¬ 
ed with fpirit of fait, unlefs they be reduced into 
flowers, and the fpirit of fait be very Itrong, which 
may be able to work upon it. Thcfe may be diftilled 
by retort like Antimony into a thick heavy oyl \ 
which being ufed in cancrous eating ulcers, exceeds 
that of Antimony in mortifying, mundifying, and 
purging thofe evils. After the fame manner may 
corrofivc oyls be made out of all the realgars being 
ordained for outward ufes. 

Oyl of Lapis Calaminaris. 

T Ake of the bell yellow or red Lapis Calaminaris 
very fubtilly powdered, as much as you pleafe, 
and pour upon it five or fix times as much of rectified 
fpirit of fait, mix and ftir them well together, and 
do not leave them long unltirred, but ever and anon 
fliake the glafs with the materials; and this do of¬ 
tentimes, or elfe the Lapis Calaminaris will grow to¬ 
gether into a very hard Hone, which can be diffolved no 
more,and is prevented by the aforefaid often lhaking : 
and when the fpirit of falc will diffolve no more there: 
of in frigido , fet the glafs in warm fand fo long, un¬ 
til the fpirit be tinged with a moll yellow colour, 
which then decant, and pour on frelh, and again fet 
it in digeltion to extraft, and do not forget to fhake 
the glafs often. The folution being finifhed filter it, 
and call away the refidue of the terra mertita. After* 
wards fet the folution in fand, and give fire, and al- 
molt three parts of the fpirit of fait will go over in- 
fipid, which is nothing but the flegme, although the 
fpirit was never fo well rectified ; the reafon whereof 
is the moll dry nature of lapis calaminaris, to which 
the fpirit of fait is very friendly, and therefore very 
hard to be feparated from it. Fpr 1 never knew any 
mineral or metal ( belide Zinck ) which exceeds lapis 
calaminaris in drynefs. At lail when no more fleem 
will go over, let all things cool j which being done, 
take out the glafs; and thou lhalt find a red thick 
oyl, as fat as oyl olive, and not very corrolive j for 
that fpirit of fait being almoft mortified with the lapis 
calaminaris is deprived of its acidity. This oyl is to 
be kept from the air ; or elfe within a few dayes it 
attracts much air which it converts into water, and 
thereby becomes weakened. « 

This Oyl is of wonderful Vertue, being ufed as 
well inwardly as outwardly. And 1 wonder that in 
fo long a time there hath been no body, who hath 
operated in lapis calaminaris and deferibed the nature 
thereof, feeing it hath in it a golden fulphur ( of 
which thing in the fourth Part) for if the terreftre- 


ity thereof were feparated from it artificially, pure 
gold would be manifefted therein •, now the greateft 
part thereof is volatile, and immature, arid cannot 
eafily be reduced into a body in melting, wherefore 
hitherto that Hone hath not been eflecmcd of by Chy- 
mills, but to the wife was alwayes precious, crc. 

The nfeof the Oyl of Lapis Calaminaris. 

I F it be given frori) i. z. j. drops to ten, and fifteen 
with futablc vehicles, it purgeth the dropfy, le¬ 
profy, gout, and other noxious fixed humors not 
yielding to vegetable Catharticks, of which more at 
large in the fecond Part of the fpirit of urine and falc 
of tartar. It ferves outwardly for an excellent vul¬ 
nerary balfome, the like to which canfcarce be (hew¬ 
ed, not only in reducing old corrupt wounds, but al- 
fo in thofe that are green, for it doth powerfully dry, 
mundify, and confolidatc- 

It isalfo ufed in houlhold affairs, for birdlime be¬ 
ing diffolved in it, yields a certain tenacious matter 
ferving to catch birds, mice, &c. about the houfe or 
in the field. For it is as permanent in the heat of the 
Sun, as in the cold of Winter, wherefore it may be 
ufed at any time of the year - , all fmall animals (lick 
to it if they do but touch the matter. 

A ligature or ltring fmeered therewith, and bound 
about any tree prevents the fpiders from climbing up 
thereon, and other kinds of infeds that are noxious 
to the fruit i a thing worth taking notice of. 

This oyl is not by the pouring on of water corrupt¬ 
ed, neither is it precipitated, as that of Antimony : 
wherefore it is ufeful for many things. Common 
yellow fulphur boyled in it, viz., in a Klrong fire, fo’ 
as to be diffolved in it, fwims upon it like fat, is 
thereby purified and made as tranfparent as yellow 
pellucid glafs, and a better medicine than thofe com¬ 
mon flowers of fulphur : it ferves alfo for other ufes, 
all which to relate here it would be too tedious. 

This oyl being mixed, with clean fand, and diftilled 
by retort in a fire that is very ffrong ( otherwife the 
fpirit of fait will not leave the lapis calaminaris ) yields 
a moll fiery fpirit, the lapis calaminaris remaining in 
the bottom of the retort. 

This fpirit is fo Itrong, that it can fcarce be kept; 
it diffolves all metals, and all minerals ( excepting 
filver and fulphur) wherefore by the help thereof 
many excellent medicaments are made, which cannot 
be made with the common fpirit though never fo well 
rectified, which although it be often rectified, yet it 
is not without flegm, which cannot be feparated from 
it by the power of rectification, fo well as with la¬ 
pis calaminaris. 

This fpirit doth perform many things in medicine, 
& alchymy,as alfo in other arts,as you may eafily con¬ 
jecture j but here is not opportunity to fpeak more of 
thefe things, yet for the fake of the fick 1 fhall add 
one thing,to which few things are to be compared j the 
plain & fhort procefs whereof I would not have thee 
be offended at- And it is tliis,wc. mix this fpirit with 
the bell retifyed fpirit of wine, digeft this mixture 
fome while, and the fpirit of fait will feparate the 
fpirit of wine, and will make the oyl of wine fwim 
on the top, the volatile fait being mortified: and 
this oyl is a mofl incomparable cordial, efpecially 
if with the faid fpirit of wine, fpices have firft been 
extracted, and with the faid fpirit of fait, gold hath 
been diffolved. For then in the digeflion of this 
mixture, the oyl of wine being feparated, attrafts 
the eflence of the cordial lpecies, and of other ve- 
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getables, being extrafted before with the fpirit of 

wine, as alfo the tin&ure of gold, and fo by confe- 
quence a molt efficacious incomparable and univerfal 
medicine for all difeafes, fortifying the Hamidum ra¬ 
dio ale , that it may be able to overcome its enemies i 
for which let praife and glory be given to the im¬ 
mortal God for ever who hath revealed to us fo 
great fecrets. 

Of the Extr hi fecal ttfe of the fpirit of Salt in the Kitchen. 


tradt the tin&urc of gold, and of other metals, leav¬ 
ing a white body, which tindture is a medicine not 
to be flighted. Wherefore now feeing it is mani- 
feft how great things this fpirit can do, every one 
will defire a good quantity for his houfliold ufes, ef- 
pecially feeing molt excellent fpirits may be made af¬ 
ter an eafie and Ihort way. 

How an acid fpirit , or vinegar may be difilled out of all 
vegetables, as hearts , woods , roots, feeds, &c- 


I Said before that inftead of Vinegar, and verjuice 
it may be ufed, as alfo inftead of the juice of Li- 
mons, now it remains that 1 (hew you how it is to be 
ufed, and that indeed as well for the fake of the heal¬ 
thy as the lick- 

Let him therefore that will drefs a pullet, pigeons, 
veal, &c. in the firft place put a fufficient quantity 
of fpices, of water, and butter, and then as heplea- 
feth a greater, or.lefler quantity of fpirit of fait: 
and by this means flefhes are fooner made ready be¬ 
ing boyled, then that common way; an old hen 
though the flefh thereof be old is made as tender as 
a chicken by the addition of this fpirit: but he that 
will ufc it inftead of the juice of Limons with roll 
meat, muft put into it the pill of Limons for prefer- 
vation fake, becaufe it preferves it. It is ufed in¬ 
ftead of verjuice by it felf alone, or mixed with a 
little fugar, if it be too acid- 

He that will ftew beef, and make it as tender as 
kid, muft firft diffolve in it tartar and a iittle fait be¬ 
fore he wets the flefh therewith, and the flefh will not 
only be preferved but made tender thereby: but to 
keep flefh a IoDg time you muft mix fome water 
therewith, and with weights prefs down the flefh, 
that it may be coyered with the pickle: for by this 
means flefh may be preferved a great while. 

After the fame manner may all kinds of garden 
fruits be preferved, as cucumbers, purflain, fennel, 
broom, German capers, &c. and indeed better than 
in vinegar. Alfo flowers, and hearbs may a long 
while be preferved by the help thereof, fo that you 
may have a rofe all the winter. 

It preferves alfo wine, if a little be mixed there¬ 
with. A little thereof being mixed with milk pre¬ 
cipitates the cheefe, which if it be rightly made is 
never corrupted, being like to fuch cheefe as they 
call Parmcfan. The whey of that milk diffolves I- 
ron, and cures any fcab being wafhed there¬ 
with. , , ., , 

With the help of fpirit of fait is made with honey, 
and fugaramoft pleafantdrink, notunlike to wine. 
There is made alfo of certain fruits with the fpirit 
of fait a very good vinegar like to the Rhenilh vi¬ 
negar. Such and many more things, which 1 will 
not now divulge, may be done with fpirit of fait- 
And thus have I in fome meafure taught the ufe of 
the fpirit of fait, which I would not have you take 
as if I had revealed all things ; for, brevities fake, 
as alfo for fome other reafons 1 have filently paffed 
over many things. Neither do I know all things my 
felf: but thofe things, which I do know, I have fo 
far declared that others may from thence have hints 
of feeking further. He that would deferibe all, and 
every power and vertue thereof, had need to write a 
whole volum, the which is not my purpofe at this 
time to do, but may perhaps be done another time 
There fhall alfo be (hewed in the fecond part of this 
book, fome fccrets which may be prepared by the 
help of this fpirit: as how it may be dulcified to ex- 


F lrft put a few living coals into the furnace, .then 
put upon them the wood that is to be diftilled, 
that it may be burnt: out of which whilft it is burn¬ 
ing goes forth the acid fpirit thereof into the re¬ 
ceiver, where being condenfed it falls down into a- 
nother receiver, refembling almoft common vinegar 
in its fmell, wherefore alfo it is called the vinegar of 
woods. 

And after this manner you may draw forth an acid 
fpirit out of any wood, or vegetable, and that in a 
great quantity without cofts, becaufe the wood to be 
diftilled is put but upon a very few living coals, and 
upon that another, for one kindles the other ; and 
this fpirit requires no more charges than of the 
wood to be diftilled *, which is a great difference 
betwixt this, and the common way of diftilling, 
where befides retorts, is required another fire ; and 
out of a great retort fcarce a pound of fpirit is drawn 
in the fpace of five or fix hours; whereas in ours in 
the fpace of one day, and that without any coft or 
labor may be extracted twenty or thirty pound, be¬ 
caufe the wood is immediately to be caft into the fire 
to be diftilled, and that not in pieces, but whole. 
Now this fpirit (being redified ) may commodipufly 
be ufed in divers Chymical operations, for it doth 
eafily diflolve animal ftones, as the eyes of Crabs, the 
ftones of Perches, and Carps, Corals alfo and Pearl, 
&c, as doth vinegar of wine. By means thereof 
alfo are diffolred the glafles of metals, as of tin, 
lead, Antimony, and are extracted, and reduced in¬ 
to fweet oyles. 

This vinegar being taken inwardly of it felf doth 
caufe fweat wonderfully, wherefore it is good in ma¬ 
ny difeafes, efpecially that which is made of Oak, 
Box; Guaiacum, Juniper, and other heavy woods-, 
for by how much the heavier the woods are, by fo 
much the more acid fpirit do they yield- 
Being ufed outwardly it mundifies ulcers, wounds, 
confolidates, extinguilheth, and mitigates inflamma¬ 
tions caufed by fire, cures the fcab, but efpecially the 
decottion being made of its own wood in the fame. 
Being mixed with warm water for a bath for the low¬ 
er part of the body, it cures occult difeafes of wo¬ 
men ; as alfo malignant ulcers of the leggs, 

This fpirit therefore deferves fome place in the 
(hops, i. e. it isunjuftly rejected in the (hops, feeing 
it is eafie to be made. In diftilling of wormwood and 
other vegetables, there remaines in the bottom of the 
furnace allies, which being extra&ed with warm wa¬ 
ter yields a fait by deco&ion, which being again 
diflolved in its own fpirit or vinegar, and filtred, doth 
by the evaporation of the flegm, being placed in a 
cold place pafs into a Cryftalline fait, which is of a 
pleafant tali, not like unto a lixivium , nor unto other 
falts that are diffiolved in theair.This fait is alfomore 
efficacious (being reduced into Cryftals by its proper 
Spirit ) than that which is made by the help of fulphur, 
or Aqua fortis, and oyl of Vitriol, and ctherways 
which Chymifts, and Apothecaries ufe. 

The 
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Pbilofopbical Furnaces . 
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The fpirit of paper and linnen cloath, 

P ieces of linnen cloth gathered and got from Semp* 
fters being caft into the furnace upon living coals, 
yield a molt acid fpirit,which tingeth the nailes,skin, 
& hair with a yellow colour,reftores membersdeftroy- 
ed with cold, is good in a gangrene, and eryfipelas 
if linen clothes wet in the fame be applycd there¬ 
to, &c. The fame doth fpirit made of paper, viz.. 
of the pieces thereof- 

The fpirit of fill ^ 

A Fter the fame manner is there a fpirit made of 
pieces of filk, which is not fo lharp as that 
which is made of linnen and paper, neither doth it 
tinge the Skin, but is moft excellent in wounds as 
well old as green, and it makes the Skin beauti¬ 
ful- 

The fpirit of mans hair t and of other animals } as alfo 
of horns. 

O Ut of horns alfo, and hair is made a fpirit, 
but moft fetid, wherefore it is not fo ufeful, 
although otherwife it may ferve for divers arts: be¬ 
ing rectified it comes clear and to be of the odour 
of the fpirit of urine- It diffolves common ful- 
phur, and yields a w^ter, that cures the fcab in a 
very fhort time. 

Now for this buflnefs, fhreds of woollen cloth 
undyed may ferve, being caft in a good quantity 
into the furnace. Pieces of cloath dipt in this fpi¬ 
rit and hanged in vineyards, and fields, keep out 
Deer and Swine from coming in, beoeufe they are 
afraid of the fmell of that fpirit, as of an huntfman 
that waits to catch them. 

The fpirit of vinegar , honey , and fugar, 

H E that will diftil liquid things, muft caft red hot 
coals into them, as for example into vinegar 
in the furnace, or if it be honey, or fugar, let them 
firft be difiolved in water, by which means they will 
be drank up by the coals, which being therewith im¬ 
pregnated, muft afterwards at feveral times be caft 
into the furnace, and be burnt; and whilft the coals 
are burning, that which is incombuftible comes forth. 
And by this means you may diftil liquid things in a 
great quantity. 

Vinegar which is diftilled this way, is of the fame 
nature, as that which is diftilled in clofe veffels. 

But honey and fugar that are diftilled after this 
manner, are a little altered, and acquire other ver- 
tues : but how they Ihall be diftilled without the lofs 
of their volatile fpirit Ihall be taught in the fecond 
Part. Alfo after this manner may all liquid things 
being drunk up by living coals be diftilled. 

Of the ufe of diftilled vinegar many things might 
be laid, but becaufe the Books of all the Chymifts 
treat abundantly thereof, I account it needlefs to 
repeat rhat they have writ- Yet this is worth 
taking notice of, that the lharpeft vinegar hath a 
great affinity with fome metals, which may be ex-- 
trafted by the help thereof; alfo dilfolved, and re¬ 
duced into medicaments ; yea, many things may be 
made with the help thereof, as the books of all the 
Chymifts teftify. 

But there is yet another vinegar, of which there 


is often mention made in the books of Philofopner*, 
by the help whereof, many wonderful things arc 
performed in the folution of metals, the name where¬ 
of the ancients have been filcrit in •, of which I do 
not here treat, becaufe it cannot be made by this 
furnace ; but I Ihall treat of it in another part; yet 
fo that I incur not the Curfe of the Philofophers. 

How fpirits may be made out of the fait of tartar , vi¬ 
triol ate d tartar , the fpirit of fait tartariz..tted } and 
of other fitch like fixed falts. 

A S many Chymifts as thgrc hath been, almoft 
all have been of the opinion that a fpirit cam 
not be drawn out of fait of tartar, and other fixed 
falts. For experience hath taught that by retort 
little or no fpirit can be drawn from thence, as I 
had often experience of before the invention of 
this furnace; the reafon of which thing was the 
admixtionof fand, earth, bole, pouder of tiles, &c, 
for to prevent the flowing of the fait of tartar, being 
by this means difperfed. But this is done through 
the ignorance of Authors, who have been ignorant 
of the properties of fait of tartar. For a ftony 
matter, as fand, flint, bole, &c. being mixed with 
fait of tartar, feeling the heat of the fire, and be¬ 
ing made red with the fame, is joyned to it moft 
clofely, fo as no fpirit can be drawn from thence, 
but become a moft hard ftone. For fand, and fuch 
things that are like to it, have fo great an affinity 
with the fait of tartar, that being once united can 
fcarce ever be feparated. Yet it may be made by 
Art by the addition of pure fand, or flint, becaufe 
the whole fubftance of the fait of tartar may be 
turned into a fpirit in the fpace of one or two 
hours, as Ihall be taught in the fecond part, and 
it excells all other medicaments in vertue, in curing 
the ftone, and gout. And if by the regiment of 
art there be left any Caput Mortuum in the diftil- 
lation, it hath, being diflolved in the air, a power 
to putrify. metals being prepared, and mixed with 
it, in the fpace of few hours, fo as to make them 
become black, and to grow up like trees with their 
roots, trunks, and boughs, which by how much the 
longer they are fo left, become the better- Of calx 
of. lead being fubtilized, and of fait of tartar may 
be made a fpiritus gradatorius of wonderful vertues 
as well in Medicine as Alchymy- There is made 
of the Caput Mortuum , per delitpuium a green liquor 
which doth wonderful things; whence it is proved. 
That Saturn is not the lowefi of the Planets j enough 
to the wife- 

And fo is the Lac Virginity and the Philofophical Snngois 
Draconis made. 

S ometimes there is found a certain earth, or bole, 
which hath no affinity with tartar, which being 
mixed with fait of tartar yields a fpirit, but very 
little. But in this furnace may all fixed things be 
elevated, becaufe the fpecies not being included in 
it, but difperfed, being caft upon the fire, are from 
the fire elevated through the aire, and are being 
refrigerated in the recipients again condenfed, which 
cannot be fo well done by a clofe retort. 

He therefore that will make the fpirit of the fait of 
tartar, need do nothing elfe than to caft the calci¬ 
ned tartar into the fire, and it will wholly come 
over in a fpirit: but then there are required glafs 
recipients, becaufe thofethac are earthen cannot re¬ 
tain it. D * Aa<5 








The Part of 


And this is the way whereby molt fixed falts are 
diitilled into a fpirit by the firlt furnace- In the fe- 
cond furnace (viz.. in the furnace of the fecond Part) 
it may be done better, and caller, where together 
with the preparation fhall be taught the nfe there¬ 
of. 

The f\ Fits, flowers, and falts of Minerals and flones. 

B Y this way fpirits may be raifed from any mine¬ 
ral or ftone, and that without the addition ofa- 
ny other thing : vet fo as that the minerals, and 
flones, as flints, Cryltal, talk, lapis calaminads , 
Marcafite, Antimony, being ground be with an Iron 
ladle caft upon the coals, and there will arife toge¬ 
ther with a certain acid fpirit, fome fait and flowers, 
which are to be walhed off from the recipients, and 
flltred, and the flowers will remain in CbartabtbiUa, 
or filter for the water together with the fpirit, and 
the fait palTeth through the filter, all which may 
be feparated, reflifiedand be kept by themfelves for 
their proper ufes- Now this you mult know, that 
you mult choofe fuch minerals which have not been 
touched by the fire, if you defire to.have their fpi- 
rit. 

Hew minerals , and metals may be reduced into flower 
and of thttr vertucs. 

H itherto the flowers of metals, and minerals have 
not been in ufe, excepting the flowers of An¬ 
timony, and fulphur, which are eafily fublimed : for 
Chymills have not dared to attempt the fublimation 
of other metals, and fixed minerals, being content 
with the folution of them with Aqua fortis, and cor- 
rofive waters, precipitating them with the liquor of 
fait of tartar, and afterward edulcorating, and dry- 
in" them ; and being fo prepared they have called 
them their Flowers: but by Flowers I under¬ 
hand the fame matter which is by the help of fire 
without the addition of any other thing fublimed, 
and turned into a moll fubtile pouder, not to be per¬ 
ceived by the teeth or eyes, which indeed is (in my 
judgment) to be accounted for the true flowers ; 
when as the flowers which others make are more 
corporeal, and cannot be fo well edulcorated, but 
retain fome faltnefs in them, as may be perceived 
by the increafe of their weight, and therefore hurt¬ 
ful to the eyes, and other parts. 

But our flowers being by the force of the fire fub¬ 
limed by themfelves, are not only without faltnefs, 
but arealfo fo fubtile that being raken inwardly pre* 
lently operate,and put forth their powers, wt. accor¬ 
ding'to the pleafure of the Phyfitian. Neither is 
them preparation fo coftly as the others. 

Metals alfo, and minerals are maturated, and a- 
mended in their fublimation, that they may be the 
more fafely taken; but in other preparations they 
are rather deftroyed, and corrupted, as experience 
witnefleth : Now how thefe kind of flowers are to 
be made l fhall now teach, and indeed of each metal 
by it felf, whereby the artift in the preparation can¬ 
not evre, and firfl thus. 

Of Geld and Silver. 

G Old and filver can hardly be brought into flow¬ 
ers, becaufe many arc of opinion, that nothing 
comes from them in the fire, efpecially from Gold, 
although it fhould be left there lor ever: which al¬ 


though it be true, viz., that nothing comes from gold 
in the fire, although it fhould remain there a long 
time, and from filver but a little except it have cop¬ 
per or any other metal mixed, which yet vapours a- 
way but by little and little- 

Which I fay although it be fo, yet they being bro¬ 
ken and fubtili7.ed and feattered upon coals, and 
fo difperfed, may by the force of the fire and 
help ot the air be fublimed, and reduced into flowers. 

Now feeing theaforefaid metals are dear, and of 
a great price, and the furnace with its recipients 
large, 1 would not that any one fhould caft them in, 
efpecially gold, becaufe he cannot recover them all; 
but I fhall to thole that defire to make thefe flowers 
fhew another way in the fecond part, whereby they 
may make them without the lofs of the metal; to 
which I refer the reader- For this furnace ferves for 
the fubliming of metals, and minerals, which are 
not fo pretious, the loofing of part whereof is not 
fo much regarded. And thus much is faid to fhew 
that gold, and filver, although fixed, may be fub¬ 
limed. Now other metals may more eafily be fub¬ 
limed, yet one more eafily than another, neitherneed 
they any other preparation but beating fmall, before 
they be call into the fire- 

Flowers of Iron and Copper. 

r Ake of the filings of Iron or Copper, as much 
as you pleafe, caft them with an Iron laddie up= 
on burning coals, viz., fcatteringly, and there will 
arife from Iron a red vapour, but from Copper a 
green, and will be fublimed into the fublimatory 
velfels- As the fire abates it mufl be renewed with 
frefh coales, and the calling in of thefe filings be 
continued, until you have got a fufficicnt quantity of 
flowers, and then you may let all cool. This being 
‘done take olf the fublimatory vellels, take out the 
flowers, and keep them, for they are very good if 
they be mixed with unguents, and emplallers: and 
being ufed inwardly caufe vomiting-, therefore they 
are better in Chirurgery, where fcarce any thing is 
to be,compared to them. Copper being diflolved 
in fpirit of fait, and precipitated with oyl of vitriol, 
edulcorated, dryed, and fublimed, yields flowers, 
which being in the air refolved into a green bal- 
fom, is moft ufeful in wounds and old putrid ul¬ 
cers, and is a moft pretious treafure. 

Flowers of Lead and Tin. 

Y Ouneed not reduce thefe metals into fmall crums, 
it is fufficicnt if they be call in piece by piece, 
but then you mult under the grate put an earthen 
platter glazed, and filled with water, to gather that 
which flows down melted, which is to be taken out, 
and caft again into the fire, and this fo often until all 
the metal be turned into flowers, which afterwards 
are again, the veflels being cold, to be taken out, 
as hath been faid of the flowers of Mars and Genus. 
And thefe flowers are moft excellent being mixed with 
plaifters and oyntments in old and green wounds, 
for they have a greater power to dry, than metals 
calcined, as experience can teflifie. 

Of Mercury. 

T 'His is eafily reduced into flowers, becaufe it is 
'very volatile, but not for the aforefaid reafon, 
becaufe it leapes in the fire, and feeks to defeend. 
i And 
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And if you defire to have the flowers thereof, mix 
it firft with fulphur that you may pulverize it, and 
call it in mortified. And if you call into a red hot 
crucible fet in the furnace, a little quick Mercury, 
viz., by times with a ladle, prcfently it will fly out, 
and fome part thereof will be rcfolved into an acid 
water, whieh is to be preferred before the flowers in 
my judgment; but the reft of the Mercury drops into 
the receiver. But here are required glafs velfels, be- 
caufe the aforefaid water is loft in earthen. And 
this water without doubt doth fomething in Alchy- 
my: It is alfo good being applyed outwardly, in the 
icab, and venereal ulcers- 

‘ The flowers of Zinci 

I T is a wonderful metal, and is found in the fpagy- 
rical anatomy to be meer fulphur, golden, and 
immature. Being put upon burning coals doth fud- 
dcnly fly away wholly *, it is inflamed alfo, and part¬ 
ly burns like common fulphur, with a flame of a- 
nother colour, viz. golden purple : and yields moft 
gallant white, and light flowers. 

7 he nfe. 

B Eing given from +> 5,6, grains to 12, they pro¬ 
voke fwcat wonderfully, and fometimes vomit, 
and ftools, according to the offending matter. The 
vertues thereof being externally ufed are alfo won¬ 
derful, for there are not found better flowers, for 
they do not Only fpeedily confolidate frelh wounds, 
but alfo old, fuch as always drop water, in which 
cafes they .exceirafr-other medicaments. For they are 
of fuch drynefs, which hath joyned with it a con- 
folidating vertue, as that they do even things incre¬ 
dible. They may be ufed divers ways, asto beftrew- 
ed by themfelves, putting over them a ftiptick plaifter, 
or being brought into an unguent with honey to be 
put into woundswhich unguents in deep wounds 
may be boyled to a hardnefs for the making of fmaU 
fuppofitories, which are to be put into the wounds, 
which mull afterwards be covered with fome plai- 
lter, and preferved from the air. Being applyed 
after this manner they cure fundamentally, being 
mixed with plaifters alfo they do wonderful things. 

If they be mixed with rofe, or rain water, fo as to 
be united together, and afterwards fome of this mix¬ 
ture be fometimes every day dropt into red eyes that 
water, yielding not to other ophthalmicks, do reftore, 
and heal them. 

Thefe flowers being taken up in lint and llrewed 
upon thofe places of Children that are galled with 
their urin (thofe places being firft walhed with water) 
heal them quickly. They heal alfo quickly any ex¬ 
coriation which is contrafled by lying long in any 
licknefs, and is very painful, if they be ftrewed 
thereon. 

Thefe flowers alfo are more eafily diflolved in cor- 
rofive waters, than other metals, and minerals, nei¬ 
ther doth the fpirit leave them in the fire, but an 
infipid phlegm only dillills off, leaving a fat and thick 
oyl, as is above faid concerning the lapis calaminaris , 
being ordained for the fame ufes, but more efficaci¬ 
ous then that. Which fpirit if it be by the violence 
of fire driven forth, is of fo great ftrength, that it 
can icarce be kept. And not only fpirit of fait, but 
alfo Aqua fortis, and Regia may after this manner 
be exalted, foas to be able to do wonderful things in 
the feparation of metals ; but here is not place 
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for thefe things, they fhall be fpoken of in the fourth 
part. 

But you need not make flowers for this work, be¬ 
cause crude Zinck doth the fame, although the flowers 
do it fomething better : whence it appears that a 
metal contracts a higher degree of drynefs in fubli- 
mation* 

• Flowers of Antimony. 

T Here is no difficulty to make the flowers of Anti¬ 
mony, forChymifts have a longtime made ufe 
of them, and becaufe their preparation was tedious, 
they were not fold at a low rate- 
Wherefore there was no body willing to attempt 
any thing elfe in them, becaufe they were ufed only 
for vomiting; thedofe whereof was from 1.2. 3.4. 
grains to 8. and 10. in affefls of the ftomack and of 
the head, as alfo in fcavers, plague, morbus gallicus, 
Neither is it a wonder ifChymifts tryed no far¬ 
ther in them, for we fee that there are found men 
in thefe days who perfwade themfelves that there is 
nothing which was not found out by the learned an¬ 
cients, can be found out in thefe days, and if there 
were any thing to be yet found out it was found out 
already by them. But this opinion truly is very fool* 
ilh, as if God gave all things to the ancients, and 
referved nothing for them that Ihould come after. 
Neither indeed do they underftand nature in their 0= 
perations, whieh works inceffantly, and is not wea* 
ried in her labours, &c. But however it is raani- 
feft that God hath revealed things in thefe times 
which were hid from them of old, and he will not 
ceafe to do the fame even to the end of the world.- 
But to return to our purpofe again, which is to" 
Ihew an eafier way of making the flowers of Antimo¬ 
ny, whereby a greater quantity may be had, as alfo 
that they may ferve for other ufes- 
Take of crude Antimony poudered as much as you 
pleafe, and firft make your furnace red hot, then 
caftin at once a pound of Antimony, or thereabouts, 
viz. fcatteringly upon the coals ; and prefently it 
will flow, & being mixed with the coals by the force of 
the fire will be fublimed through the air into the re¬ 
ceivers like a cloud, which will there be coagulated 
into white flowers. Note, that when the firft coals 
are burnt up, more muft be put in to continue the fub* 
limation, and thofe muft be firft kindled before they 
are put in, left the flowers be by the dull of the coals 
arifing together with them difcoloured, and contract 
thence a gray colour: but it matters not if you will 
not ufe them by themfelves to provoke vomiting, be¬ 
caufe there is no danger thereby, for that colour 
comes only from the fmoake of the coals, where* 
fore you need not be afraid of them. But let him 
that diflikes this colour, firft kindle the coals before 
he put them into the furnace, and then he fhall have, 
white flowers. Alfo you muft not fhut the middle 
hole through which the coals, and Antimony are caft 
in, that thereby the fire may burn the more freely : 
for elfe the flowers of the fuperior pots will be yellow 
and red, by reafonof the fulphur of the Antimony, 
which is fublimed higher than the regulus. Now you 
may by this way make a pound of the flowers with 
3 • 4. or 5. pound of coals- It is a little that goes away 
from the Antimony, viz. the combuflible fulphur, 
which is burnt, all the reft going into flowers. You 
muft have a care to provide a fufficient quantity of 
fubliming pots by reafon that a large fpace is re¬ 
quired for the fublimation of the flowers. 

The 
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The flowers that are prepared after this way, 

are fold at a lower rate, lo that one pound there¬ 
of is cheaper, than half an ounce of thofe that 
are made after the other manner- Alfo they are 
fafer, as being made with an open free flame of 
the fire, for they do not provoke vomit fo vehe¬ 
mently ; moreover the flowers of the lower pots 
are not vomiting, but diaphoretical, as if they had 
been prepared with nitre, for thus they are cor¬ 
rected by the fire: And by this way atone and the 
fame operation divers flowers of divers operations 
may be made, for the flowers of the lower pots 
are diaphoretical, of the middle a little vomi¬ 
tive, but of the uppermolt vehemently vomitive. 
For by how much the more they have endured 
the fire, by fo much the better are they corrected •, 
from whence the diverfity of their power proceeds. 
Wherefore each of them are to be kept by them- 
felves, and the uppermolt for plaifters or butter, 
or oyl, and thofe to be made fweet or corroilve 
thereby; The middle for purging, and vomiting, 
but the lowermoft for fweat, being more excellent 
than Bezoardicnm Miner ale , or Ammonium Dtapbo - 
reticum made with nitre. Truly 1 do not believe 
that there is an eafier way of making vomiting, 
and diaphoretical flowers, than ours. Now for 
the ufe of them , you mult know that thole 
that are vomitive are to be admimftred to thofe 
that are Itrong, and accuftomed to vomit: but to 
Children, and old Men with difcretion , as hath 
been faid above of the butter of Antimony: but 
thofe that are diaphoretical may be given without 
danger to Old and Young, to thofe that are in 
health and to the lick; in any affliction that re¬ 
quires fweat; as in the Plague , Morbus Gallicus, 
Scorbute, Leprofy, Feavers, &c. The Dofe of 
them is from 3, 6, 9, 12, grains to 24- with propel 
vehicles to fweat in the bed for they do expel as 
well by fweat, as by urine, all evil humours. And 
becaufe they that are vomitive are in a greater 
quantity than thofe that are diaphoretical, and not 
fo neceflary as thefe, and there may be many more 
dofes out of them-, it is neceflary to Ihew you how 
thofe that are vomitive may be turned into dia¬ 
phoretical ; and that may be done three wayes-, 
the two former whereof 1 have before Ihewed con¬ 
cerning the butter of Antimony made of flowers 
with fpirit of fait, the third is this, w't.put the flow, 
ers in a crucible covered, (without luting) left any 
thing fall into it, fo fet them by therafelves in a 
gentle fire, that they melt not, but be made only 
darkly glow for the fpace of fome hours; then 
let them cool, for they are become fixed aud diapho¬ 
retical. Although they had before contracted fome 
yellownefs or aft-colour, yet by this means they 
are made white, fixed, and diaphoretical. Al¬ 
fo thefe flowers are ufed in ftiptick plaifters by 
reafon of their dry nature, with which they are 
endued. 

Alfo they are melted into a yellow tranfparent 
glafs, neither is there taught an eafier way of re, 
during Antimony by it felf into a yellow tranfpa¬ 
rent glafs , where crude Antimony is firft fubli- 
nied, and being fublimed is melted into glafs. 

This fublimation ferves inftead of calcination, 
by the help whereof 20 pound are more eafily fub¬ 
limed, .than by the help of the other one pound is 
brought into calx. 

Neither is there here any danger of the afcend- 
ing fumes, bccaufe when the Antimony is caft in¬ 


to the fire you may be gone, which is a fafe, and 

eafy calcination, whereas the common way requires 
the continual prefence of the artift ftirring the 
matter, who alfo takes out the matter when it is 
once grown together, and grinds it again; by 
which means he hath much to do, before the mat¬ 
ter come to a whitenefs; but by our way, the 
matter is at the firft time made fufficiently white, 
and more than by that common way of calcina¬ 
tion and agitation. I fuppofe therefore that I have 
Ihewed to him that will make glafs of Antimony, 
the beft, and hitherto unknown way; which being 
taught, 1 hope there is no man will hereafter like 
a fool go that tedious way of the Antients, but 
rather follow my fteps. For by this way may any 
Phyfitian, moft eafily be able to prepare for him- 
felt vomitive and diaphoretical flowers, and alfo 
glafs of Antimony per fe. 

Of thofe Flowers may be made oyls both fweet 
and corrofive, and other medicaments, as hath been 
above faid of the fpirit of fait, and (hall after¬ 
wards be fpoken in the Second Part. 

Let him that will make Flowers of the Regu- 
lus, fairer than thofe which are made of crude 
Antimony, caft it being poudered into the fire, and 
in all things proceed as hath been faid, and he 
ftall have them, &c. for they are eafily fublimed- 
Now, how the regulus is to be made after a com¬ 
pendious manner, you ftall find in the Fourth Part- 
The fcoriae alfo are fublimed, fo as nothing is 
loft. But he that will make Flowers that fliall be 
diflolved in the aire into a liquor muft add fome 
calcined tartar, or fome other fixt vegetable fait, 
and he ftall have Flowers that will be diflolved 
in any liquor: but he that will make red Flowers 
as well thofe that are diaphoretical, as thofe 
that are purging, muft mix iron, and he fliall have 
Flowers like to Cinnabar : Let him that defines 
green, mix copper, if purple, lapis calaminaris. 

And thus out of any mineral may be made 
Flowers whether it be fixed, or volatile; for it is 
forced to fly on high being caft into the fire. And 
thefe may be ufed diverfly in Chyrurgery, in plai* 
fters and unguents; for they dry , and aftring po¬ 
tently, efpecially thofe that are made of lapis ca¬ 
laminaris. Neither are they to be flighted that are 
made of the golden, and filver marcafite- Thofe that 
are made of arfenic & auripigmentum,are poyfonous, 
but are ufeful for Painters. Arfenic & auripigmentum 
being calcined with nitre, and then fublimed, yield 
Flowers that are fafely to be taken inwardly, ex¬ 
pelling all poyfons by fweat and ftool: For they 
are corrected two wayes, w'c. firft by the nitre, 
fecondly by the fire jn the fubliming : they are not 
therefore to be feared, becaufe that Arfnick was 
poyfonous before the preparation thereof- For by 
how much the greater poyfon ic .was before prepara¬ 
tion, fo much the greater medicine afterwards. 

The Flowers of fulphur are taught in the Se¬ 
cond Part, although they may alfo be made by 
this furnace, viz., the natures and properties there: 
of being known by an expert Artift, or otherwife it 
is burnt. 

So alfo ftones being prepared are brought into 
Flowers, and many other things, of which w’c need 
not fay any thing, only let him that pleafeth make 
tryal thereof. 

And now I fuppofe 1 have made plain, and (hew¬ 
ed you clearly how diftillation is to be made in 
this our firft furnace; wherefore I will now end. 

He 
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He therefore that underftands and knows the fa- 
brick of the furnace (which he may underftand 
by the delineation thereof ) and the ufe thereof, 

• will not deny but that I have done a good work, 
and will not difapprovc of my labour. 

And this is the belt way of drilling, and fublim- 
ing incombuftible things. In the Second Part you 
frail find another furnace in which are diftilled 
combuftible things, as alfo moft fubtil fpirits, &c. 
The firft furnace ferves alfo for other ufes, as the 
reparation of metals *, of the pure from the impure j 


for the making of the central fait, and of the hn- 
midiim radicate of them all. But becaufe it cannot 
be done after the aforefaid way, by which things 
are call: into the fire to get their flowers, and fpi¬ 
rits, but after a certain fecret Philofophical man¬ 
ner, by the power of a certain fecret fire, hither¬ 
to concealed by the Philofophers (neither lhall I 
proftrate that fecret before all); It is fufficient that 
I have given a hint of it for further enquiry, and 
have (hewed the way to other things. 


FINIS . 



THE 

SECOND PART 

O F 

^Ijtlofopljual jfttrnaces: 

Wherein is Defcribed the Nature of the Second Furnace; by the help whereof , all Volatile , 
fubtle, and combujlible things may he dijlilled ; whether they be Vegetables , Anbnals, 
or Minerals , and that after an unknown and Very compendious Way ; whereby nothing is lofl , 
but even the moft fubtle fpirits may be caught and preferVed, which elfe without the means 
of this Furnace is impoffble to be done by (Retorts or other Diftilling Inftruments. 


Of the Structure of the Second Furnace. 


T H E Diftilling Veflel mull be made of 
Iron, or good earth, fuch as can abide 
in the fire ( whereof in the fifth Part 
of this Book it lhall be taught) and 
you may make it as big or as little as you pleafe, 
according as your occafion lhall require- That of 
iron is moll fit to be ufed for fuch fpirits, as are 
not very lharp or corroding, elfe they would cor¬ 
rode the Veflel: but that of earth may be ufed 
for fuch things, as Ihew their activity upon the 
Iron, and do make it to melt, as fulphur, Anti¬ 
mony and the like •, and therefore you ought to 
have two fuch veflels, viz. one of iron, and one 
of earth, to the end that for both forts of mate¬ 


rials ( corrolive or not corrofive ) you may have 
proper veflels, and fit furnaces for their diftilling, 
and that they may not he fpoiled by things con¬ 
trary and hurtful to them- The lhape of the vef- 
fel is Ihewed by the foregoing figure, viz,, the 
lower part of it fomewhat wider than the upper 
part, and twice as high as wide; at the top ha¬ 
ving a hollow fpace between the two edges or brims, 
whereinto the edge of the lid may clofe and en¬ 
ter in an inch deep. The lid muft have a ring or 
handle, by which it may be taken olf and put on 
again with a pair of tongs. The lid muft have a 
deep edge anfwering to the hollow fpace aforefaid. 
The lower part muft have three knobs or llioul- 
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ders thereby to reft upon the wall of the furnace•, 
the form whereof is no other, than that of a com¬ 
mon diftilliug furnace with a fand Copple-, as the 
figure of it doth (hew : but if you will not havethe 
furnace, then it needeth no knobs or (boulders, if 
fo be the diftilling veflel be flat at the bottom, or 
elfe have legs, for to ftand upon them : Beneath 
the edge of the veflel there comes forth a fpout or 
pipe of a fpan in length, and one or two inches 
wide, and fomewhat narrower before than behind, 
through which the fpirits are conveyed into the Re¬ 
ceiver- 

See the fourth Figure before the firft part, where¬ 
in the Letter vi. reprefents the Furnace, with the 
Iron diftilling Veflel faftned into it, whereunto a Re¬ 
ceiver is applied. 

B. The Diftillcr, with his left hand taking off 
the lid, and with his right hand calling in,,his prepa¬ 
red matter. 

C. The external form of the diftilling veffel. 

1 ). The internal form ot the veffel. 

E. Another diftilling veflel, which is not faftned 
to a furnace, but only ftandeth upon Coals. 

The way or manner to perform the Di fill at ion, 

W Hcn yon intend to diftil, then firft make a fire 
in the Furnace, that the diftilling veflel come 
to be very hot. But if it be not faftned to the Furnace, 
then fet it upon a grate, and lay (tones about it,and 
coals between, and fo let it grow hot, and lay mel¬ 
ted lead in the (pace between the two edges or brims, 
to the end, that the lid, when it is put on, may 
clofe exactly, fo that no fpirit, can get through. 
This done, take a little of the matter you intend 
to diftil, and caft it in, and prefently put on the 
lid, and there will be no other paffage left but 
through the pipe,, to which there muft be applycd 
and luted a very big receiver. As foon as the fpe- 
cies caft in cotpe to bewarm? thty let go'their fpi¬ 
rit, which doth come forth into the receiver: and 
beeaufe there.was but little of the.matter call in, it 
hath no power-to force through, the lute, or to 
break the receiver, but muft fettle it felf This 
done, caft in a little more, .of your matter, cover 
it and let it go till the fpirit be fettled : 'continue 
this proceeding fo long, until you have fpirits 
enough : but take heed, that you caft in no more 
at once-, than the receiver is able to bear, elfe it 
will break- And when your veffel is full, the diftilla- 
tion not being ended, then take off the lid, and with 
an iron ladle take out the Caput Mortuum ; andfo 
begin again to caft in, and ftill but a little at a time, 
and continue this as long as you pleafe. 

Thus in one day you may diftil more in a fmall 
veflel, thanotherways you could do in a great re¬ 
tort ; and you need not fear the leaft lofs of the 
fubtile fpirit, nor the breaking of the receiver by 
the abundance of the fpirits : and you mayceafeor 
leave off your diftilling, and begin it again when 
you lift: alfo the fire cannot be made too ftrong, 
fo that it might caufe any hurt or damage-, but by 
this way you may make the moft fubtile fpirits, 
which is impoflible to be done by any Retort. But 
if you will diftil a fubtil fpirit by a Retort, as of 
Tartar, Harts-horn, Salarinoniack, or the like, you 
cannot do it without prejudice (though there were 
but half a pound of the. matter in it) the fubtleft 
fpirits coming forth with force, feck to penetrate 


through the lute, if that be not good, but if that 
be good, fo that the fpirits cannot pafs through it, 
then they break the receiver, beeaufe it cannot 
poflibly hold fuch a quantity of fubtle fpirits at once. 
For -when they are coming, they come fo plenti¬ 
fully, and with fuch a force, that the receiver can¬ 
not contain them, and fo of neceflity muft flye afun- 
der, or muft pafs through the lutum^ All which is 
not to be feared here, beeaufe there is but a little 
caft in at once, which cannot yield fuch a quantity 
of fpirits, as to force the receiver to break: And 
when there comes forth no more fpirits, and the 
former is fettled, then more of the matter is to be 
caft in ; and this is to be continued fo long, until 
you have fpirits enough. Afterward take off the 
receiver, and put the fpirit into fuch a Glafs (as 
in the fifth part of this book, amongft the Manuals, 
(hall be difeovered) wherein it may be kept fafely 
without wafting or evaporating. 

In this manner all things, Vegetable, Animal, or 
Mineral, may be diftilled in this Furnace, and much 
better, than by means of a Retort: efpecially fuch 
fubtile fpirits ( as by the other way of diftilling can¬ 
not be faved, but pafs through the Iutum ) are got 
by this our way and they are much better than 
thofe heavy oylcs, which commonly are taken for 
fpirits, but are none, being only corrofive waters. 
For the nature and condition of a fpirit is to be 
volatile, penetrating and fubtile, and fuch are not 
thofe fpirits of fait, Vitriol, Allome and Nitre, 
which are ufed in Apothecary (hops, they being but 
heavy oyles, which even in a warm place do not 
evaporate or exhale. 

But a true fpirit, fit for Medicinal ufe, muft rife or 
afeend before the phlegm, and not after ; for what- 
foever is heavier than phlegm, is no volatile fpirit, 
but a heavy fpirit or (rather called) a fowre heavy 
oyl. And it is feen by experience, that the Apo¬ 
thecaries fpirit of vitriol will cure no falling fick- 
nefs, which vertue is aferibed to that fpirit, and in¬ 
deed juftly: for the true fpirit of vitriol perfor- 
meth that cure out of hand. Likewife their fpirit 
of Tartar (as they call it) is no fpirit, but only a 
(linking phlegm or vinegar- 

The way to make fuch true fpirits ‘ I will now 
lhew, beeaufe much good may be done by them in 
all manner of Difeafes. And this way of diftil¬ 
ling lervctli only for thofe-which feek after good 
Medicines: but others which care not whether their 
medicines be well prepared or no, need not take 
fo much pains as to build fuch a furnace, and to 
make their fpirits themfelves, for at any time they 
can buy for a fmall matter, a good quantity of 
dead and fruitlefs fpirits at the common fellers and 
Apothecaries. 

Hence it is no marvel, that now adaies fo lit¬ 
tle good is done by Chymical medicaments, which 
of right fliould far out-ftrip all the Galenical in 
goodnefs and vertue- But alas! it is come to that 
pafs now, that a true Chymift, and honeft Son of 
Hermes , is forced almoft to blulh, when he heareth 
men talk of Chymical medicines, beeaufe they do 
no fuch miracles, as arc aferibed unto them. Which 
infamy is occafion’d by none more, than by carelefs 
Phyficians, which though they make ufe of Chymi¬ 
cal medicines, (beeaufe they would fain beefteemed 
to know more than others) yet they do take grea¬ 
ter care for their kitchen, than for the welfare of 
their Patients; and fo buying ill-prepared Medicines 
of unskilful ftillers, and withal ufing them undiT 
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erectly (whereby they many times do more hurt 
than good to thefick) they lay fuch foul afper- 
tions upon the noble Art of Chymiftry. 

But an induftrious and accurate Phyfician is not 
afhamed to make his Medicines himfelf, if it be 
poflible, or at leaft to have them made by good 
and well-exercis’d Artifts: whereupon he may bet¬ 
ter rely, and get more creditj than one that know- 
eth not whereof, nor how his Medicine which he 
doth adminifter to his patients is prepared. But 
fuch wicked and ignorant men will one day fall 
Ihort of their anfwer before the Judgment of the 
righteous Samaritan. 

How to make the ylcid Oyl and the volatile fpirit of 
Vitril. 

H itherto I have taught, how to difl.il in gene¬ 
ral, and to get the fubtlc fpirits- There re- 
maincth now to deferibe what Manuals or Prepa¬ 
rations are fitting for every matter in particular } 
and iirft , 


Of Vitriol. 

T O diftil VitrioU there needs no other prepa¬ 
ration, but only that it be well viewed, and if 
there be any filth amongft it, that the fame be care¬ 
fully pickt out, left being put together with the 
Vitriol into the diftilling vellel, the fpirit be cor¬ 
rupted thereby. But he that will go yet more 
exaftly to work , may diflolve it in fair water, 
then filtrate it, and then evaporate the water from 
it till a skin appear at the top, and then fee it in 
a cold place, and let it fhoot again into Vitriol ; 
and then you are fure that no impurity is lefc 
in it. 

Now your veifel being made red hot, with an 
Iron ladle call in one or two ounces of your Vi¬ 
triol at once, put on the lid, and prefently the 
fpirits together with the phlegm will come over 
into the receiver, like unto a white cloud or mift-, 
which being vanifhed, and the fpirits partly fettled, 
carry in more Vitriol, and continue this fo long, 
until your veflel be full: Then uncover your vef- 
fel, and with a pair of tongs or an iron ladle take 
out the Caput Mortuum, and call more in; and 
continue this proceeding as long as you pleafe, ftiil 
emptying the veffel when it is filled, and then carting 
in more matter, and fa proceeding until you con¬ 
ceive that you have got fpirits enough. Then let 
the fire go out, and let the furnace cool •, take off 
the receiver, and pour that which is come overim 
to a retort, and fet the retort in fand, and by a 
gentle fire dirtil the volatile fpirit from the heavy 
oyl j having firft joyned to the retort the receiver, 
which is to receive the volatile fpirit, with a good 
lutum, fuch as is able to hold fuch fubtle fpirits, 
the making whereof fhall be taught in the fifth 
part of this Book, amongft the Manuals. 

All the volatile fpirit being come over, which 
you may know by the falling of bigger drops, then 
take off the receiver, and clofe it very well with 
wax, that the fpirit may not make an efcape -, 
then apply another (without luting it) and fo re¬ 
ceive the. phlegm by it felf, and there will remain 
in the retort a black and heavy corrofive oyl, 
which if you pleafe, you may re&ifie, forcing it 
over by a ftrong fire, and then it will be clear ; if 
not, let all cool, then take out your Retort toge- 


!l 

ther with the black oyl, and pour upon it the vola¬ 
tile fpirit, which in the rc&ifying went over firft, 
put the retort into the fand, and apply a receiver, 
and give it a very gentle fire, and the volatile fpi¬ 
rit will come over alone, loving its phlegm be¬ 
hind with the oyl, which by reafon of its dry- 
nefs doth eafily keep it. Thus the fpirit being 
freed from all phlegm, is become as ftrong as a 
meer fire, and yet not corrofive. And if this fpi¬ 
rit be not rettified from its own oyl, it will noc 
remain good, but there doth precipitate a red 
powder after it hath ftood for fomefpace of time, 
and the fpirit lofeth all its vertue, infomuch that 
it is not to be difeerned from ordinary water, 
which doth not happen when it is rectified. The 
reafon of this precipitation is no other than the 
weaknefs of the fpirit, which is accompanied with 
too much water, and therefore not ftrong enough 
for to keep its fulphur, but muft let it fall: but 
after it is rectified by its own oyl, it can keep its 
fulphur well enough, becaufe then it is freed from 
its fuperfluous moifture. However the red powder 
is not to be thrown away, but ought to be kept 
carefully } bccaufe it is of no lefs vertue than the 
fpirit it felf. And it is nothing elfe but a Vola¬ 
tile fulphur of Vitriol. It hath wonderful vertucs, 
fome of which fliall be related. 

The Vfe and Dofe of the Narcotickjttlphur of Vitriol. J 

O F this fulphur 1, 2,3,4. or more grains (ac¬ 
cording to the condition of the patient) given 
at once mitigates all pains, caufeth quiet fleep* 
not after the manner of Opium, Henbane, and 
other the like medicines, which by ftupifying and 
benumbing caufe fleep, but it performeth its ope¬ 
ration very gently and fafely, without any danger 
at all, and great Difeafes may be cured by the 
help thereof. Paracelfus held it in high efteem, 
as you may fee, where he doth write of Sulphur 
embryonatum. 

Of the Vfe and Vertue of the volatile fpirit of 
Vitriol. 

T His fulphurous Volatile fpirit of Vitriol, is of 
a very fubtle and penetrating quality, and of 
a wonderful operation i for fome drops thereof 
being taken and fweated upon, doth penetrate the 
whole body, openeth all obftru&ions, confumeth 
thofe things that are amifs in the body, even as 
fire. It is an excellent medicine in the Falling fick- 
nefs, in that kind of madnefs or rage which is cal¬ 
led Mania, in the Convulfion of the Mother, cal¬ 
led Sujfocatio Matricis , in the Scurvy •, in that other 
kind of madnefs which is called Melancholia Hypo- 
.chondriaca ; and other Difeafes proceeding from 
Obftruftions and Corruption of the Blood : It is 
alfo good in the Plague, and all other Feavers : 
mingled with fpirit of wine, and daily ufed, it doth 
wonders in all external accidents : Alfo in the Apo^ 
plexy, fhrinking and other difeafes of the Nerves, 
the diftreffed limb rubbed therewith , it doth pcne= 
trate to the very marrow in the bones •, it doth 
warm and refrelh the cold finews, grown ftiff : In 
the Cholick, befides the internal ufc, a little there¬ 
of in a clyfter applyed, is a prefent help: Exter¬ 
nally ufed in the Gout, by anointing the places 
therewith, affwagech the Pains, and taketh away 
all tumours and inflammations : It doth heal fcabs, 

F tetters 





The Second Part of 


tetters and ring : worms, above all other medicines - , 
it cureth new wounds and old fores, as Fiftulaes, 
Cancers, Wolves, and what name foever elfe they 
mav have : It extinguilheth all inflammations, fol¬ 
dings, the Gangrene, diOipateth and confumeth the 
knobs and excrcfcencies of the skin. In a word, 
this fpirit, which the wife men of old called out-- 
thur Fhilojophorum-) doth adt univerfally in all diiea= 
fes, and its vertue cannot fufficiently be praifed 
and exprelfed : And it is much to be admired, 
that fo excellent a Medicine is no where to be 

found. , „ . . , . , 

If it be mingled with Spring water, it doth make 
it pleafantly fowrifh, and in tafte and vertue like un¬ 
to the natural fowre water of wells. 

Alfo by this fpirit, many difeafes may be cured at 
home •, fo that you need not go to bathes afar off", 

for to be rid of them. . 

Here I could fet down a way, how fuch a fpirit may 
be a ot in great abundance for the ufe of bathing, 
without diftillation, whereby miraculous things may 
be done, but by reafon of the ungratefulnefs of men, 
it fhall be referved for another time. 

Of the vertue and ufe of the corrofve oyl of Vtttiol. 

T His oyl is not much ufed in Phyfick, although 
it be found almoft in every Apothecaries Ihop, 
which they ufe for to give a fowrifh tail to their fy- 
rups and conferves. Mingled with fpring water and 
given in hot difeafes, it will extinguifh the unnatu¬ 
ral thirft, and cool the internal parts of the body. 
Externally it cleanfeth all unclean fores, applyed 
with a feather; itfeparateththe bad from the good, 
and layeth a good foundation for the cure- 

Alfo if it be rectified firft, fome metals may be dif- 
folved with it and reduced into their Vitriols, efpe- 
cially Mars and Venus •, but this is to be done by add¬ 
ing common water thereunto, elfe it will hardly lay 
hold on them. The way of doing it is thus. 

How to make the Vitriol of Mars and V mis. 

T Ake of your heavy oyl, juft as it came over, viz.. 

together with its phelgm (but that the Vola¬ 
tile fpirit be drawn off from it firft; as much as you 
pleafe, put it into a glafs body together with plates 
of copper or iron, fet it in warm fand, and let it 
boyl until that the oyl will diffolve no more of the 
metal, then power off the liquor, fltre it. through 
brown paper, and put it into a low gourd glafs, and 
fet it in fand, and let the phlegm evaporate until 
there appear a skin at the top, then let the fire go 
out, and the glafs grow cool; then fet it in a cold 
place, and within fome days there, will fhoot fair 
Cryftals; if of Iron, greenifh ; if of Copper, then 
fomething blewilh} take them out and dry them up¬ 
on filtering paper, the remaining liquor, which did 
not fhoot into Vitriol, evaporate again in fand, and 
then let it fhoot as before; continue this proceed¬ 
ing, until all the folution (or filtred liquor; be turn¬ 
ed to Vitriol. This Vitriol is better and purer than 
the common-, for it yiddeth a better Volatile fpirit, 
and for that reafon I did fet down the way how to 
make it. There may alfo be made a good Vitriol 
of both thefe metals by the means of ordinary yel¬ 
low brimftone ; but becaufe the making of it h more 
tedious, than of this here fet down, I think it need- 
lefs to deferibe its preparation in this place. 


The way to make a fair blew Vitriol out of Luna (that 
is , fiver.) 

D iffolve the fhavings or filings of filver with recti¬ 
fied oyl of Vitriol, adding water thereunto, 
but not fo much as to Iron and Copper: Or elfe, 
which is better, difl'olve calcined filver, which hath 
been precipitated out of Aqua fortis either with 
Copper or fait water -, the folution being ended 
pour it off and filtre it, and drop into it of fpirit 
of urin or Sal armoniac, as long as it doth hifs, and al- 
moft all the filver will precipitate again out of the oyl, 
and fo there will fall a white powder to the bottom 
This precipitated filver together with the liquor 
pour into a phiall-glafs, fet it to boyl in fand for 
twenty four hours, and the liquor will diffolve again 
almoft all the precipitated filver-calx and become 
blew thereby. Then pour off the folution (or liquor) 
and filtre it through brown paper, and abftradt the 
moifture till a skin arife at the top; then in a cold 
place let it fhoot to Vitriol. With the remaining 
liquor proceed further, as above in the prepara¬ 
tion of the Vitriol of Iron and Copper hath been 
taught. 

By this way you will get an excellent Vitriol out of 
filver, which from 4, 5, 6, to 10. grains ufed only 
ofitfclf, will be a good purge, efpecially in difeafes 
of the brain. 

If you have a good quantity of it, that you may 
diftill a fpirit thereof, you will get not only an acid 
for fowre) but alfo a volatile fpirit, which in the 
infirmities of the brain is molt excellent; that which 
in the diltilling remains behind, may be reduced a- 
gain into a body, fo that you lofe nothing of the 
filver, fave onely that which is turned into fpi¬ 
rit. 

Moreover, the acid (or fowre) oyl of common 
Vitriol, doth precipitate all metals and ftones of 
beafts or fifhes 5 alfo pearls and corals, they being 
firft diffolved in fpirit of fait or of Nitre, and mak- 
eth fair light powders of them (which by the Apo¬ 
thecaries are called Magifteries ) much fairer than by 
precipitation with fait of Tartar is done, efpecially 
of corals and pearls, fuch a fair gliftering and deli¬ 
cate powder is made ; and likewife alfo of mother 
of pearl, and other fhels of fnailes, that it giveth as 
fair a glofs to them, as the faireft oriental pearls 
have; which way hath not* been made common hi¬ 
therto, but being known only to few, hath been kept 
very fecretby them, as a lingular Art Such Magi¬ 
fteries commonly were precipitated out of vinegar 
only by fait of Tartar, which for lightnefs, white- 
nefs and fair glofs are not comparable at all to ours : 
But if inftead of the oyl of Vitriol you take oyl of ful- 
phur, then thefe powders will be fairer than when 
they are done by the oyl of Vitriol, in fo much, 
that they may be -ufed for painting for a black 
skin. 

Having made mention of Magifteries, I cannot for¬ 
bear to difeover the great abufe and error, which 
is committed in the preparing of them. 

paracclfits in his Archidoxes teacheth to make Ma¬ 
gifteries, which he calleth extracted Magifteries : 
but fome of his difciplcs teach to make precipitated 
Magifteries which are different from the former. 
Paracel fits is clean of another opinion in the prepa¬ 
ring of his Magifteries, than others in the making 
of theirs : doubtlefs Paracclfus his Magifteries were 
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good cordial living medicines, whereas the other are 
but dead carkafes, and although they be never fo fair, 
white and gliftering, yet in effed they prove but a 
grofs earthy fubftance, deftitute of vertue. 

I do not deny, but that good medicines may be 
extracted out of pearls and corals, for I my felf 
alfo do defcribe the preparations of fome of them } 
but not at all after fuch a way as theirs is- For what 
good or exalting can be expefted by fuch a pre¬ 
paration, where a ftony matter is dilTolved in cor- 
rofivewaters, and then preciptated into (toneagain? 
Can its vertue be increafed thereby ? furely no, but 
rather it is diminilhed, and made much the worfe 
thereby- For it is well known, that the corrofive 
fpirits (no lefs than fire) do burn fome certain 
things ; for not all things are made better by fire or 
corrofives, but mofl of them are abfolutely fpoy- 
led by them. Some perchance will fay, that fuch 
preparations of Magifteries are onely for to be re¬ 
duced into a finer powder, that fo much the fooner 
they may perform their operation- To which I 
anfwer, that pearls, corals, and other things of the 
like nature, if they be once dilTolved by corrofive 
waters, and then precipitated and edulcorated, never 
or hardly can be dillblved again by acid fpirits. 
Whence it is evident that by fuch preparations they 
aj e not opened or made better, but rather clofed or 
made worfe. And we fee alfo by daily experience 
that thofe Magifteries do not thofe efferts, which 
are aferibed unto them. By which it appeareth 
clearly, that to the Archeus of the ftomach they 
are much lefs grateful than the crude unprepared 
corals and pearls j whofe tender efience being not 
burnt up by corrofives, do oftentimes produce good 
effeds. For our Anceftors have aferibed unto co¬ 
rals and pearls, that they purifie the impure and 
corrupt blood in the whole body, that they expel 
Melancholly and fadnefs, comforting the heart of 
man, and making it merry, which alfo they effedu- 
ally perform: whereas the Magifteries do not. And 
this is the reafon, why unprepared corals, pearls 
and ftones of fifhes have more effed, than the burnt 
Magifteries. For it is manifeft and well known, that 
the abovefaid difeafes for the moft part do pro¬ 
ceed from obftrudions of the fpleen, which ob¬ 
ftrudions are nothing elfe, but a tartarous juice or 
a fowre flegme which hath pofTeffed and filled up 
the entrals, and coagulated it felf within them- By 
which obftrudion not only head-ach, giddinefs, pan¬ 
ting of the heart, trembling of the limbs, a fponta- 
neous lafiitude, vomits, unnatural hunger ; alfo, 
loathing of viduals^ then cold, then hot fluihing 
fits, and many more ftrange fymptomes are caufed ; 
but alfo a moft hurtful rottennefs and corruption is 
introduced into the whole mafs of blood, from 
whence the leprofie, feurvey, and other loathfome 
or abominable fcabs do fpring. 

Of which evil the onely caufe (as hath been faid ) 
is a crude acid Tartar, from which fo many great 
difeafes do rife. 

This to be fo may eafily be proved; for it is 
notorious, that melancholick folks, hypocondriaques, 
and others do often call: up a great quantity of v a- 
cid humor, which is fo Tharpe that no vinegar is 
comparable to it, and doth fet their teeth on fuch 
an edge, as if they had eaten unripe fruit. 

What remedy now ? take away the caufe and the 
difeafe is taken away. If you could take away the 
peccant matter by purgings, it would be well, but 
it remaineth obftinate and will not yield to them. By 
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vomit it may be diminilhed in fome meafure. But 
becaufe that not every one can abide vomiting, it is 
therefore no wifdomc to turn evil into worfe. Shall 
then this tartar be killed and deftroyed by contra¬ 
ries, which indeed in fome fort may be efteded as 
when you ufe vegetables or animals, whofe vertue 
confifteth in a volatile fait: fuch are all fpecies or 
forts of creffes, Muftard-fced, horfe;radifh, feurvy 
grafs, alfo the fpirit of Tartar, of Harts-horn, and 
of urine and the like, which by reafon of their pe¬ 
netrating faculty pafs through all the body, finding 
out the Tartar thereof, deftroying the fame, as be¬ 
ing contrary unto it; and in this combat two con¬ 
trary natures is kindled, a great burning neat, where¬ 
by the whole body is throughly heated and brought 
to fweating; and whenfoever by thefe contraries a 
fweating is caufed, there is always mortified fome of 
this hurtful Tartar- But becaufe that of that acid 
humor but a little at a time can be mortified and e- 
dulcorated by contrary volatile fpirits, and that 
therefore it would be required to ufe them often, for 
to kill and expell all the Tartar-, and becaufe alfo 
(as hath been mentioned before) a ftrong fweat al¬ 
ways is caufed by every fuch operation, whereby the 
natural fpirits are much weakened, fo that the pati¬ 
ent would not be able to hold out long thereby, but 
by taking away of one evil, another and greater one 
would be occafioned. 

And therefore fuch things muft be offered to that 
hungry acid humour, by which the corrofive nature 
thereof, may be mortified and grow fweet, with that 
provifo neverthelefs, that thofe things be fuch as 
are not contrary or hurtful to the nature of man, 
but grateful and friendly, as are corals, pearls and 
crabs eyes, &c. 

For amongft all ftones none are more eafily to 
be dilTolved than Pearls, Corals, Crabbs-eyes, and 
other ftones of fifties- 

But the truth of this, viz., that every corrofive is 
killed by feeding upon pearls and corals, and there¬ 
by can be made fweet j and befides, how a fowre co¬ 
agulated Tartar, by the help of corals or pearls 
may be reduced to a fweet liquor (a pleafant and ac- 
ceptade medicine to the nature of man ) which ne¬ 
ver can be coagulated again by any means, fhall 
be afterwards proved and taught when I fhall come 
to treat of Tartar. 

Now in tartareous coagulations and obftrudions 
of the internals proceeding from the predominancy 
of an acid humor there is no better remedy, than to 
give the patient every morning falling from 9fs. to 
5 i- fmore ob lefs, according to the condition of the 
patient) of red corals and pearls made into powder, 
and to let him faft two or three hours upon it, 
and fo to continue daily until you fee amendment: 
By this means the hurtful acid humor is mortified, 
and dulcified by the corals and pearls, fo that after¬ 
wards it may be overcome by nature, whereby the 
obftrudions are removed, and the body freed from 
the difeafe. 

This my opinion of the abufeof Magifteries and the 
good ufe of Corals I could not conceal, although I do 
know for certain, that it will take but with few, in 
regard that it will feem very ftrange to moft. How¬ 
ever, happily there may be fome yet, that will not 
be unwilling tofearch into the troth, and to confider 
further of it, and at laft will find this not to be fo 
ftrange, as it feemed to them at the firft : but he that 
cannot believe or comprehend it, may keep to his 
Magifteries. 
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And if it feem fo ftrange unto any, that corals or 
pearls made into powder fhall be concotted in the 
ftomach, and fo put forth their vertue, what will 
you fay then, if I do prove, that even whole pearls, 
crabs eyes, and corals being fwallowed, are totally 
confumed by the Melancholy humor, fo that nothing 
cometh forth again among the excrements ? and 
which is more, even the like may be faid of hard and 
Compact metals, as Iron,and Speaucer or Zinck: But 
this muft be underftood only ofthofe that are ofa Me* 
lancholick conftitution but not fo in others, wc, thofe 
that are of a fanguine,and thofe that are of a phlcgma-- 
tick conftitution, to whom fuch like things are feldpm 
preferibed. For I have feen many times, that againft 
obftrudtions, to ftrong bodies there .hath been given 
at once from 9fs. to 5 i. of the {havings or filings of 
Iron, and they found much good by it, yea more 
help then by other coftly medicines of the Apothe¬ 
caries, whereof they had ufed many before, but to 
no purpofe, by reafon whereof their excrements came 
from them black, juft: as it ufeth to fall out with thofe 
that make ufe of medicinal fowre waters, which run 
through iron mines, and thereby borrow a fpiritual 
mineral vertue. 

Now if thofe filings of iron had not been confumed 
in the ftomach, how come it that the excrements arc 
turned black ? fo then it is fufficiently proved, that 
even a hard unprepared metal can be confumed in 
the ftomach: and if fo, why not as well foft pearls 
and corals t 

Which is alfo to be feen by children, that are 
troubled with worms, if there be given unto them 
4,6,8. to 12- or 16. grains of the fineft filings of 
fteel or iron, that all the worms in the body are 
killed thereby, their ftomach and guts fcowred very 
clean, and their ftools alfo turned black. But this 
muft be obferved by children, when the worms are 
killed, and yet remain in the guts (becaufe that the 
iron in a fmal quantity is not ftrong enough for to ex¬ 
pel them, but only make the body foluble) that a 
purge muft be ufed after, for to carry them out; for 
elfe if they do remain there, others will grow out of 
their fubftance- But to thofe that are more in years, 
you may give the Dofe fo much the ftronger, as from 
3 i. to oi. that the worms alfo may becarryed out, 
they being better able to endure it than little chil¬ 
dren, and although fometimes a vomit doth come, yet 
it doth no hurt, but they will be but fo much the 
healthier afterward. 

And thus Iron may be ufed, not only againft 
worms, but alfo againft all ftomaclnagues, head-ach, 
and obftruftions of the whole body, without any 
danger and very fuccefsfully, as a grateful or very 
acceptable medicine to Nature for after a powerful 
magnetical way it doth attradl all the ill humors in the 
body, and carrieth them forth along with it. Of 
whofe wonderful vertue and nature, there is fpoken 
more at large in myTreatife of the Sympathy and 
Antipathy of things. Which fomc Phyfitians per¬ 
ceiving andfuppofing by Art to make it better, they 
fpoiled it, and made it void of all vertue: for they 
taking a pieceof fteel, made it red-hot, and held it 
againft a piece of common Sulphur, whereby the fteel 
grew fubtle, fo they did let it drop into a velfel 
filled with water; then they took it out, and dryed 
it, and made it into powder, and ufed it againft ob- 
ftrudtions, but to noeffedt almoft ; for the Iron was 
fo altered by the fulphur, and reduced to an infoluble 
fubftance (which ought not to have been fo) that it 
could perform no confiderable operation: Eut if 


they had made the fteel more foluble (whereas they 
made it more infoluble) than it was of it felf before, 
then they had done a good work : for he that know- 
eth fulphur, doth know well enough, that by no A- 
cjitafortts or Aqua Regis it can be dilfolved ; and how 
how could it then be confumed by an animal humor ? 

Hitherto it hath been prewed fufficiently, that in 
forae men, efpecially in thole tnat are of a Melancho- 
lick conftitution there is an acid humor, which can 
fufficiently diflblve all eafily foluble metals and 
ftones: and that therefore it is needlefs to torture, 
and diffiolve pearls, corals and the like with corro- 
five waters before they be adminiftred to patients: 
but that the Archeus of the ftomach is ftrong enough 
by the help of the faid humors toconfume thofe eali- 
ly foluble things, and to accept of that which ferv- 
eth his turn, and to rejedt the reft- 

But it is not my intent here, that this Ihould be un¬ 
derftood of all metals and ftones •, for I know well, 
that other metals and ftones (fome excepted) before 
they are duly prepared, are not fit for Phyfick, but 
muft be fitted firft, before they be adminiftred or 
given unto patients. 

For this relation I made only for to (hew, how 
fometimes good things (though with intent to make 
them better) are made worfe, and fpoiled by thofe 
that do not make an exadtfearch into nature and her 
power. 

1 hope this my admonition will not be taken ill, 
becaufc my aim was not vain-glory, but only the 
good of my neighbour- 

Now let us return again to Vitriol. 

Of the fweet oyl of Fitriol. 

T HE Ancients make mention of a fweet and green 
oyl of Vitriol, which doth cure the falling lick* 
nefs, killeth worms, and hath other good qualities 
and vertues befides: and that the Oyl is to be diftil- 
lcd per defeetifum. To attain unto this oyl the la¬ 
ter Phyfitians took great paines, but all in vain : be¬ 
caufe they did not underftand at all the Ancients a- 
bout the preparing of this oyl, but thought to get 
it by the force of fire, and fo ufing violent diftilla- 
tion, they got no fweet oyl, but fuch as was very 
fowre and corrofive, which in tafte, efficacy and ver¬ 
tue, was not comparable at all to the former. 

However they aferibed unto it (though falfely) 
the fame vertues, which the ancients (according to 
truth) did unto theirs. But daily experience fliew- 
eth, thatthe oyl of vitriol as it is found ordinarily, 
cureth no falling ficknefs, nor killeth worms, where¬ 
as this Philosophical doth it very quickly. Whence 
it appeareth, that the other is nothing like unto the 
true medicinal oyl of vitriol, neither is it to be com* 
pared to it. 

I muft confefs indeed, that per defeenfum out of 
common vitriol, by the force of the fire, there 
may be got a greenifh oyl, which yet is not bet¬ 
ter than the other, becaufe it proveth as (harp in taft, 
and of as corroding a quality, as if it had been di- 
ftilled through a Retort- 

Thofe that found out this oyl, as Paracelfits, B.r- 
fdius , and fome few others, did always highly c- 
fteem it, and counted it one of the four main pil¬ 
lars of Phyfick. And Paracclfus faith exprefly in 
his writings, that its viridity or greennefs muft not 
betaken away or marred (which indeed a very little 
heat can do) by the fire,for (faith he) if it be depriv¬ 
ed of its greennefs, it is deprived alfo of its effica¬ 
cy 











i Pbilofopbical Fiirriacer . 


21 


cy and pleafant efience. Whence it may be perceiv¬ 
ed fnfficiently, that this fweet green oyl is not to 
be made by the force of the fire as hitherto by ma¬ 
ny hath been attempted, but in vain. 

And it is very probable, that the ancients, which 
did fo highly praife theoyl ofvitriol, happily knew 
nothing of this way of diftilling, which is ufed by 
us now a days: for they only fimply followed Na¬ 
ture, and had not fo many fubtleand curious inven¬ 
tions and ways of diftilling. 

But however it is certain, that fuch a fweet and 
green oyl cannot be made of vitriol by the force of 
the fire, but rather muft be done by purification, af¬ 
ter a lingular way ; for the Ancients many times 
nnderftood purification for diftillation: as it is evi¬ 
dent, when they fay, diftill through a filtre, or 
through filtring paper : which by us is not accoun¬ 
ted for diftillation, but by them it was. 

However, this is true and very fare, that a great 
Treafureof health (or for the health of man) lyctli 
hidden in Vitriol: yet not in the common, as it is 
fold every where, and which hath endured the heat 
of the fire already ; bnt in the Oare as it is found 
in the earth, or its mine. For as foon as it com- 
eth to the day light, it may be deprived by the heat 
of the Sun of itsfubtle and penetrating fpirit, and fo 
made void of vertue ; which fpirit, if by Art it be 
got from thence, fmclleth Tweeter then musk and 
amber, which is much to be admired, that in fuch 
a defpicable mineral and grofs fubltancc (as it is 
deemed to be by the ignorant) fuch a royal medi¬ 
cine is to be found. 

Now this preparation doth not belong to this 
place, bccaufe we treat here only of fpirits, which 
by the force of fire are driven over. Likewife alfo, 
there doth not belong hither the preparation of the 
green oyl, becaufe it is made without the help of 
fire. But in regard, that mention hath been made 
of it here, I will (though I kept it always very fe- 
cret) publifh it for the benefit of poor patients, ho¬ 
ping that it will do much good to many a lick 
man. 

For if it be well prepared, it doth not only cure 
perfe&ly every Epilepfie or Convulfion in young and 
old •, and likewife readily and without fail killeth all 
worms within and without the body, as the Ancients 
with truth aferibed unto if, but alfo many Chroni¬ 
cal difeafes and fuch as are held incurable, may be 
happily overcome and expelled thereby, as the 
plague, pleurefie, all forts of feavers and agues, what 
ever they be called, head-ach, collick, riling of the 
mother; alfo all obftruiftions in the body, efpecially 
of the fplcen and liver, from whence Melancholia 
Hypochondriaca, the feurvy, and many other intole¬ 
rable difeafes do arife: Alfo the blood in the whole 
body is by the means thereof amended and renewed, 
fo that the Pox, Leprofie, and other like difeafes pro¬ 
ceeding from the infection of the blood are eafily 
cured thereby: Alfo it healeth fafely and admi¬ 
rably all open fores and ftinking ulcers turned to 
fiftula’s in the whole body, and from what caufe fo e= 
ver they did proceed, if they be anoynted there¬ 
with, and the fame alfo be inwardly ufed befides. 

Such and other difeafes more (which it is needlefs 
here to relate) may be cured fuccefsfully with this 
fweet oyl ; efpecially, if without the lofs of its 
fweetnefsit be brought to a red colour; for then it 
will do more then a man dare write of it, and it 
may ftand very well for a Panacea in all difeafes. 


The preparation of the fweet oyl of Vitriol. 

C Ommonly in all fat foylesor dayic grounds, ef- 
pecially in the white, there is found a kinde of 
ftones, round or oval in form, and in bignefs like 
unto a pigeons orhens-egg, and fmaller alfo, viz. ns 
the joynt of ones finger, on the outfidc black, and 
therefore not efteemed when it is found, but caft a- 
way asa contemptible ftone. Which if it be elennf- 
ed from the earth, and beaten to pieces, looks with¬ 
in of a fair yellow and in ftreaks, like a goldMarcn- 
fite, or a rich gold Oare, but there is no other tafte 
to be perceived in it, then in another ordinary 
ftone ; and although it be made into powder, and 
boyled a long time in water, yet it doth not alter at 
all, nor is there in the water any other tafte or co¬ 
lour, than that which it had firft (when it was poured 
upon the ftone) to be perceived. Now this Itone is 
nothingelfe, but the belt and pureft Mincra (or Oare) 
of Vitriol, or a feed of Metals; for Nature hath 
framed it round, like unto a vegetable feed, and 
fowed it into the earth, out of which there may 
be made an excellent medicine, as followeth. 

Take this Oare or Minera beaten into pieces, and 
for fomc fpace of time, lay or expole it to the cool 
air, and within twenty or thirty days it will magne¬ 
tically attrafl a certain faltifii moyfture out of the 
air, and grow heavy by it, and at laft it falleth a- 
funder to a black powder, which muft remain further 
lying there ftill, until it grow whitifii, and that it 
do tafte fweet upon the tongue like vitriol. After¬ 
ward put it in a glafs-vefiel, and pour on fo much 
fair rain water, as that it cover it one or two inches ; 
ftir it about feveral times in a day, and after a few 
days the water will be coloured green, which you 
muft povvreofF, and povvreon more fair water, and 
proceed as before, ftirring it often until that alfo 
come to be green : this muft be repeated fo often, 
until no water more will be coloured by Handing up¬ 
on it- Then let all the green waters which you pou¬ 
red off, run through filtring paper, for to purifie 
them ; and then inaglafs-body cut off fnort let them 
evaporate till a skin appear at the top: then fet it 
in a cold place, and there will lhoot little green 
ftones, which are nothing elfe but a pure vitriol: 
the remaining green water qvaporate again, and let 
it fiioote as before: and this evaporating and Cry- 
ftallifing muft be continued until no vitriol more will 
fiioote, but in warm and cold placesthere remain ftill 
a deep green pleafant fweet liquor or juyee : which 
is the truefweetand green oyl of Vitriol, and hath 
all the vertues above related. 

But now this green oyl further without fire may at 
laft (after the preparing of many fair colours be¬ 
tween) be reduced to a blood red, fweet and pleafant 
oyl, which goeth far beyond the green both inplea- 
fantnefs and vertue, and is in comparifon to it like 
a ripe grape to an unripe: Hereof happily (hall be 
fpoken at another time, becaufe occafion and time 
will not permit me now to proceed further in it. And 
therefore the Philo-Chymical Reader is defired for 
the prefent to be contented with the green oyl, to 
prepare it carefully, and to ufe it with difcrction ; 
and doubtlefs he will get more credit by it, and do 
more wonderful things then hitherto hath been done 
by the heavy corrofive oyl. 
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The u(v and Dofe of the freet oyl of Vitriol. 

O F this green oyl, there may be taken from i. 2. 

4.8. 10. or 12. drops at once, according to 
the condition of the patient and the difeafe, in fit 
Vehicles, in Wine or Beer, in the morning falling, 
as other medicines are nfually taken : Alfo the Dofe 
may be increafed or lefTened, and as often reiterated 
as the difeafe fhall require. 

This Oyl expelleth all ill humors, not only by 
lloole and vomits, but alfo by urin and fweating, 
according as it doth meet with fuperflnities; and 
this very fafely, and without any danger at all ; 
whereby many difeafes radically or perfectly may 
be cured. 

Let no man wonder that I aferibe fuch great ver- 
tr.es unto this oyl, it coming from fuch a defpicable 
Hone, and its preparation requiring no great Art or 
paircs, as thofe intricate deceitful procelles do, that 
are every where extant in books quite filled up with 
them. And it is no marvel, that men are in love 
with fuch falfe and coltly procelles •, for the molt 
of them do not believe, that any good is to be found 
in things that are not in efleem ; but only make 
great account of dear things, far fctcht, and requi¬ 
ring much time and paines lor to be prepared. 

Such men do not believe the word of God, tefti- 
fying, That God ts no refpetter of perfons, but that 
all men that fear and love him, are accepted of him. 
If this be true (which no good Chriffcian will doubtJ 
then vve mull believe alfo, that God created Phy- 
fick or the matter of Phyfick as well for the poor 
as for the rich. Now if it be alfo for the poor, 
then certainly fuch will be the condition thereof, 
that it may be obtained by them, andeafily prepa¬ 
red for ufe. So we fee that Almighty God caufeth 
not only in great mens grounds to come forth good 
Vegetables, Animals and Minerals, for the curing of 
the infirmities of mankind, butthat the fame alfo are 
found every where clfe. Whereby we perceive, that 
it is alfo the will of God, that they fhall be known 
by all men, and that he alone, as the Maker of all 
good, may be pratfe'd and magnified by all men for 
the fame. 

1 doubt not but that there will be found felf-con- 
ceited fcoffers, thatwill.defpife this fo little regard* 
ed fubjed, as if no good thing could be made of it, 
bccaufe they conld find nothing in it themfelves. But 
be it known to them, that neither to me nor them all 
things have been difeovered, but that yet many 
wonderful works of Nature are hidden to 11s : and 
befidesthat 1 amnotthefirll that writ of Vitriol and 
its medicine. For the Ancients, our dear Anceflors, 
had always Vitriol in very great efleem, as the fol¬ 
lowing Verfe doth prove. 

F:ft.ibis Interior a Terra, Rcch'ficando 
Jnvenies Oceidutm Lapidcm , Vtram Medicinam. 

Whereby they would give us to underfland, that 
a true medicine is to be found in it- And the fame 
alfo was known to the latter Philofophers: for At- 
flilts and Paracelftts have always highly commended 
it, as in their writings is to be found. 

It is to be admired, that this Oareor Metallical 
feed, which may juftly be called the gold of Phy- 
fitians (in regard that fo good a medicine can be made 
of it) is not changed or altered in the earth, like 0- 
ther things that grow in it, but keepeth always the 


fame form and fhape, until it cometh to the air, 
which is its earth or ground, wherein it putrefieth 
and groweth. For firft it fwelleth and groweth like 
as a vegetable feed doth in the earth : and fo taketh 
its increafe and grows out of the air, juft as a feed of 
anhearb in the earth; and the air is not only its Ma¬ 
trix, wherein it groweth and doth increafe like a 
vegetable, but it is alfo its Sun which maketh it ripe. 
For within four weeks at the furthefl it putrefieth 
and groweth black: and about a fourtnight after it 
groweth white, and then green ; and thus far it 
hath been deferibed here: But if you proceed fur¬ 
ther Philofopher-like therewith, there will come 
forth to light at the laft the faireft red, and moll 
pleafant Medicine, for which God be praifed forever 
and ever, Amen. 

Of the Sulphur ecus volatile and yield fpirit of common 
Salt y and of slllome. 

T He fame way, which above hath been taught 
for the making of the volatile fpirit of vitri¬ 
ol, mull be likewife ufed in the making of the vola¬ 
tile fpirits of common fait and allome. 

The manner of preparing. 

A Lloine is to be caft in as it is of it felf, without 
mixing of it, but fait mufl be mixed with bole, 
or fome other earth, to keep it from melting : with 
the fpirit volatile, there goeth alfo along an acid 
fpirit, whofe vertue is deferibed in the firft part. 
The Oyl of Allome hath almofl the like operation 
with the oyl of vitriol. Alfo the fpirit volatile of 
both thefe, is of the fame nature and condition with 
that which is madeof vitriol: but common fait, and 
allome, do not yield fo much, as vitriol; unlefs both, 
viz., fait and allome be mixed together, and fo a 
fpirit diltilled of them. 

Of the fulphureous volatile fpirit of Minerals and Me - 
t.x's, and of their preparation. 

S Uch a penetrative fulphureous fpirit may be made 
alfo of Minerals and Metals, which in vertue go¬ 
eth beyond the fpirit of vitriol, that of common fait, 
and that of allome, viz., after the following man¬ 
ner. 

The preparation of the volatile fpirits of Metals. 

D KTolve either Iron or Copper, or Lead or Tin 
w'ith the acid fpirit of vitriol, or of common 
fait: abftraCt or draw off the phlegm , then drive 
the acid fpirit again from the Metal, and it will car¬ 
ry along a volatile fpirit, which by rectifying mull 
be feparated from the corrofive fpirit. And fuch Me* 
tallical fpirits are more effectual than thofe that are 
made of the falts. 

The preparation of the volatile fpirit of Minerals. 

T Akeof Antimony made into fine pouder, or of 
golden Marcafite, or of fome other fulphurc- 
ous Mineral , which you pleafe, two parts, mix 
therewith one part of good purified Salt nitre, and 
call in of that mixture a fmall quantity , and thena- 
r.othcr, and fo forth after the manner above deferi¬ 
bed ; and there will come over a fpirit which is not 
inferiour to the former in efficacy and vertue; but it 
mull alfo be well rectified. n0 " 
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Of t be v.fe of the red volatile ffir it. 


, Mother if ay. 

C Ement what laminated or granulated Metal you 
pleafe, ( except gold ) with half as much in 
weighc of common fulphur, dofed up in a ftrong 
melting pot or crucible, fucli as doth not let the ful¬ 
phur go through, for the fpace of half an hour, until 
that the fulphur hath penetrated and broken the 
plates of Metal: Then beat them into powder, mix 
them with the like quantity in weight of common 
fait, and fo diftil it after the way above mentioned, 
and you will get a volatile fpirit of great vertue : 
and every fuch fpirit is to be ufed for luch fpecial 
part or member of the Body, as the Metal is pro¬ 
per for, out of which the fpirit is made. So fil- 
verfor the brainy Tinn for the lungs, Lead for the 
fpleen, and fo forth. 

The fpirit of Z/»cF. 

r> 

O F Zinck there is diftilled both a volatile and 
alfo an acid fpirit, good for the heart ; whe¬ 
ther it be made by the help of the fpirit of vitri¬ 
ol, or of fait, or of allome : or elfe by the means of 
Sulphury for Zinck isof the nature of gold- 

The volatile fpirit of the Drofs of Regains Mortis. 

T He black fcoria of th e Regains Mart is y being frit 
fain a funder in the air, yields likewife a very 
ftrong fulphurcous volatile fpirit, not much unlike 
in' vertue unto the former. 

The like Sulphureous volatile fpirits may be made 
alfo of other minerals, which for brevities fake we 
omit, as alfo in regard, ■ that they are almoft the 
fame in vertue. 

He tv to make a white acid , and a red volatile fpirit out of 
fait nitre. 

T Ake two parts of Allome, and one part of fait 
nitre, make them both into powder, mix them 
well together, and call into the ftill a little and a lit¬ 
tle thereof, as above in the making of other fpirits 
hath been taught, and there come'th over an acid 
fpirit together with the volatile fpirit; and fo many 
pounds as there is of the materials, which are to be 
call in, fo many pounds of water mull be put into 
the receiver, to the end that the volatile fpirits may 
fo much the better be caught and faved- And when 
the diftillation is performed, the two fpirits may be 
feparated by the means of a gentle rectification made 
in Balneo ; and you mull take good heed, that you 
get the volatile fpirit pure by changing the receiver 
in good time, fo that no flegme be mixed with the 
red fpirit, whereby it will be weakened and turn 
white. The mark whereby you may perceive, whi¬ 
ther the fpirit or the flegme doth go forth is this: 
when the volatile fpirit goeth, then the receiver 
looketh of a deep red : and afterward when the 
flegme doth come, the receiver looks white again : 
and lailly, when the heavy acid fpirit goeth, then 
the receiver to be red again, but not fo as it was, 
when the firlt volatile fpirit came over. 

This fpirit may alfo be made and diftilled after 
another way, m. mixing the fait nitre with twice 
as much boie or brick dull, and fo framed into little 
balls to prevent melting : but no way is fo good as 
the firlt •, efpecially when you will have the red vo¬ 
latile fpirit. 


THis volatile fpirit, which (being quite freed from 
* . fie S m ) remaineth always red, and doth look 
like blood, in all occafions may be accounted like in 
vertue unto the former fulphureous fpirits, efpecially 
in extinguilhing of inflammations and Gangreens it 
is a great treafure, clothes being dipt in it, and laid 
upon the grieved place •, Alfo it goeth almoft beyond 
all other medicines in the Eryfipelas and colick: and 
if there be any congealed blood in the body (which 
came by a fall or blow) this fpirit outwardly applyed 
with inch waters as are proper for the grief, and 
alfo taken inwardly, doth diflolve and cxpell it: and 
being mingled with the volatile fpirit of urin it doth 
yield a wonderful kind of fait, as hereafter lhall be 
taught. 

The nfc of the white acid fpirit of fait nitre. 

T He heavy and corrofive fpirit of fait nitre is 
not much ufed in Phyfick, though it be found 
almoft in all Apothecaries/hops, and there is kept for 
fuch ufe, as above hath been mentioned of the fpirit 
of vitriol, viz., to make their confcrves, and cool- 
ing-drinks taft fowrifh/ Alfo it is ufed by fome in 
the colick, but it is too great a corrofive, and too 
grofs to be uled for that purpofe; and although its 
corrofivenefs may be mitigtated in fome meafure, 
by adding of water thereto, yet in goodnefs and ver¬ 
tue it is not comparable at all to the volatile fpirit 
but is as far different from it, as black from white’ 
and therefore the other is fitteft to be ufed in Phy¬ 
fick i but this in dealing with metals and minerals, 
for to reduce them into vitriols, calxes, flores, and 
crocus-• 

Aqua Regis* 

I F you diflolve common fait ( which hath been de¬ 
crepitated firftj in this acid fpirit of fait nitre, & 
re&ifie it byaglafs retort in fand ) by a good ftron^ 
fire, it will be fo ftrong, that it is able to diflolve 
gold, and all other metals and minerals, except (li¬ 
ver and fulphur; and feveral metals may by the 
means thereof be feparated much better than by that 
Aqua regia which hath been made by adding of Salt 
Armoniack. But if you re<ftifie it with lapis calamhia - 
ris or Zinck, it will be ftronger yet, fo as to be able to 
diflolve all metals and Minerals ffilver and fulphur ex¬ 
cepted) whereby in the handling of Metals, much 
more may be effected, than with common fpirit of 
fait nitre or Aqua fortis, as hereafter fliall be taught: 
and firft in the preparing of gold. 

The Preparation of Aurnm Fulminant , or A arum 
Tonitruans. 

T Ake of fine granulated or laminated gold (whU 
tlier it be refined by Antimony or Aqua fortis ) 
as much as you pleafe : put it in a little Glafs 
body, and pour four or five times as much of Aqua 
refs upon it, fet it ftopt with a Paper in a gourd 
in warm fand; and the Aqua regis within the fpace 
of one or two hours will diflolve the gold quite in* 
to z yellow water : but if it have not done fo, 
it is a fign that either the water was not ftrong 
enough, or that there was too little of it for to 
diflolve it. Then pour the folution from the gold, 
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which is not difTolved yet, into another glafs, and 
pour more of frefh Aqua Regia upon the gold : fet 
it again to dilfolve in warm fand orafhes, and the 
remaining gold will likewife be difTolved by it, and 
then there will remain no more, but a little white 
calx, which is nothing elfe but filver , which could 
not be difTolved by the Ayna Rep .1 (for the Aqua 
Regia , whether ic be made after the common way 
with fait Armoniack,or elfe with common fait, doth 
not diffolve filver ) fo in like manner common A- 
qua fort is , orfpirit of fait nitre diflolvcth no gold » 
but all other' inetals are difTolved as well by Itrong 
Aqua fords as by Aqua Regia. And therefore you 
mull be careful to take fuch gold as is not mixed 
with Copper, elfe your work would be fpoiled : 
for if there were any Copper mixed with it, then 
that likewife would be difTolved and precipitated 
together with the gold ; and it would be a hindrance 
to the kindling or fulminating thereof : but if you 
ran get no gold, that is without Copper, then take 
Ducats or Rofc-nobles, which ought to have no Ad¬ 
dition of Copper, but only of a little Silver, which 
doth not hurt, becaufe that it cannot be difTolved 
by the Aqua Rpa, but remaineth in the bottom in 
a white powder- Make thofc Ducats or Rofc-no- 
blcs red hot, and afterward bend them and make 
them up in Rolls, and throw them into the Aqua 
Regia for to difTolve- All the gold being turned 
into a yellow water, and poured off, pour intoit by 
drops a pure oyl made of the Salt of Tartar, per 
deliquiutn^ and the gold will be precipitated by the 
contrary liquor of Salt of Tartar into a brown yel¬ 
low powder, and the folution will be clear- But 
you mull take heed, to pour no more oyl of Tar¬ 
tar into it than is needful for the precipitation of 
the gold •, elfe part of the precipitated gold would 
be diilolved again,'and fo caufe your lofs- The 
gold being well precipitated, pour off the Clearwa¬ 
ter from the gold calx by inclination, and pour 
upon it warm rain or other fweet water, flir it 
together with a clean Hick of wood, and fet it in a 
warm place, until the gold is fettled, fo that the 
water ftandeth clear upon it again ; then pour ' it 
off, and pour on other frefh water, and let it ex- 
trad the faltnefs out of the gold calx *. and this 
pouring off, and then pouring on of frefh water 
again, mult be reiterated fo often, until no lharpnefs 
or faltnefs more be perceived in the water that 
hath been poured off : Then fet the edulcorated 
gold into the Sun or another warm place for to 
dry. But you mufl take heed that it have no grea¬ 
ter heat than the heat of the Sun is in May or 
Ju-e, elfe it would kindle or take fire, and (efpe* 
dally if there be much of it) give fuch a thunder¬ 
clap, that the hearing of thofe that Hand by, would 
be much endangered thereby, and therefore I ad, 
vice you to beware, and cautious in the handling 
of it, lelt you run the hazard both of your golu 
and of your health by your over-fight- 

There is alfo another way for to edulcorate your 
precipitated gold, viz. thus, Take it together 
with the fait liquor, and pour it into a funnel 
lined with brown Paper laid double, and fo let the 
water run through into a glafs vcffel, whereupon 
the funnel doth reft, and pour on other warm wa-- 
ter, and let it run through likewife •, do this again 
and again , until that the water come from it as 
Tweet as ic was poured on. Then take the Paper 
with the edulcorated gold calx, out of the funnel, 
lay it, together with the paper, upon other brown 


paper lying fcverally double together, and the dry 
paper will attraft all the moiftnefs out .of the gold 
calx, fo that the gold will be dryed the fooner- 
Which being dry, take it out of the filtering pa¬ 
per, and put it into another that is clean, and To 
lay it afide, and keep it for ufe. The fait water 
that came through by filtering, may be evaporated 
in a little glafs body ("Handing in fand ) to thedry- 
nefs of the fait, which is to be kept from the air: 
for it is likewife ufeful in Phyfick •, becaufe Tome 
vertue of the nature of gold is yet hidden in it: 
though one would not think it, in regard that it is 
fo fair, bright and clear , which for all that may 
be obferved by this, that when you melc it in a 
clean covered crucible or pot, and pour it after¬ 
ward into a clean Copper morter or bafon (being 
firfl made warm) you get a purple-coloured fait, 
whereof 6,9, 12, to 24. grains given inwardly, doth 
cleanfe and purge the ftomach and bowels, and efpe- 
dally it is ufeful in feavers and other difeafes of 
the ltomach. But in the crucible , out of which 
the fait hath been poured, you will find an earthy 
fubflance, which hath feparated it felf from the fait, 
and looketh yellowifii i this being taken out and 
melted in a little crucible by a Itrong fire, tnrnetll 
to a yellow glafs, which is impregnated with the 
Tindurc of Gold, ahd doth yield a grain of Sil¬ 
ver in every regard like unto common cupellated 
filver, wherein no gold is found, which is to be 
admired : becaufe that all Chymifts are of opinion, 
that no Aqta regia can dilTolve filver which is true. 
Thequeltion therefore is, from whence or how this 
filver came into the fait,fince no Aqua Regia doth dif- 
iolve filver ? whereupon fome perchance may an- 
fwer, that it mull have been in the oyl of Tartar, 
in regard that many do believe, that the falts like¬ 
wife may be turned into metals, which I do not 
gainfay, but only deny that it could have been done 
here ; for if that filver could have been exiflent 
in the Aqua Regia, or fait of Tartar (whereas Aqua 
Regia cannot bear any ) it would have been precipi¬ 
tated together with the gold- But that, it was no 
common filver, but gold which turned to filver af¬ 
ter it was deprived of its Tinfture, T lhall briefly 
endeavour to prove. For that the fait waters ( of 
Aqua Regia ,and fait of Tartar) out of which the 
gold hath been precipitated, is of that nature, be¬ 
fore it be coagulated to fait, though it be quite 
clear and white, that if you put a feather in it, it 
yvill be dyed purple within few days, which pur¬ 
ple colour comes from the gold, and not from fil= 
ver, in regard that filver doth dye red or black : 
and hence it appeareth, that the fait water hath re¬ 
tained fomething of gold. 

Now fome body peradventure may ask, if that 
the faid fait water hath retained fome gold, how is it 
then, that in the melting, no gold comes forth, but 
only filver? To which I anfwer, that fome falts are 
of that nature, that in the melting, they take from 
gold its colour and foul *, whereof if the gold be 
truly deprived, it is then no more gold, nor can 
be fuch} neither is it filver, but remaineth only a 
volatile black body, good for nothing, which alfo 
proveth much more unfixt than common Lead, not 
able to endure any force of fire, much lefs the cu¬ 
pel : But like Mercury or Arfenicl vanifheth (or fiyeth 
away) by a fmall heat. Hence it may be gathered, 
that the fixednefs (or fixity) of gold doth confilt 
in its foul or Tinfture, and not in its body , and 
therefore it is credible , that gold may be anato¬ 
mized, 
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mized, its beft or purer part feparated from the 
grofler (or courfer) and fo that a Tingent medi¬ 
cine (or Tin&ure) may be made of it- But whe¬ 
ther this be the right way, whereby the univerfal 
medicine of the ancient Philofophers ( by whofe 
means all metals can be changed or tranfmuted in¬ 
to gokU is to be attained unto, I will not difpute; 
yet I believe that peradventure there may be ano¬ 
ther fubjeft, endued with a far higher Tindture 
than gold is, which obtained no more from nature, 
than it doth need it felf for its own fixednefs. 
However, we may fafely believe, that a true Ani* 
ma or Tin&ure of gold, if it be well feparated 
from its impure black body, may be exalted and im¬ 
proved in colour ; fo that afterwards of an imperfedt 
body a greater quantity, than that was from which 
it was abftrafted , may be improved and brought 
to the perfection of gold. But waving all this, it 
is *true and certain, that if the gold be deprived 
of its Tindture, the remaining body can no more 
be goldas is demonftrated more at large in my 
Treatife ( de Anro potablili vero ) of the true po¬ 
table Gold : And this I mentioned here onely 
therefore, that in cafe the lover of this Art, in 
his work fhould meet perchance with fuch a white 
grain , he may know , from whence it doth pro¬ 
ceed. 

1 could have forborn to fet down the prepara¬ 
tion of the fulminating gold, and fo favc paper 
and time, in regard that it is deferibed by 0- 
thers: but bccaule I promifed in the firft part 
to teach how to make the flores of gold, and that 
thofc are to be made out of fulminating ( or thun- 
dring) gold, 1 thought it not amifs to deferibe 
its preparation, that the lover of this Art need not 
firft have his recourfe to another book for to find 
out the preparation, but by this my book may be 
furnifhed with a perfedt inftrrdtion for the making 
of the flores of gold, and this is the common way 
for to make Amtm fulminans , known unto molt 
Chymilts; but in regard that eafily an error may 
be committed in it, either by pouring on too much 
of the liquor of Tartar ( efpecially when it is not 
pure enough, fo that not aH the gold doth preci¬ 
pitate , but part of it remaineth in the folution, 
whereby you would have lofs *, or elfe, the gold 
falling or precipitating into a heavy calx, which 
doth not fulminate well, and is unfit for to be fubli- 
med into flores. 

Therefore I will here fet down another and much 
better way, whereby the gold may . be precipitated 
quite and clean out of the Aqua Regia without the 
leaft lofs, and fo that it cometh to be very light 
and yellow, and doth fulminate twice as ftrong as 
the former , and there is no other difference be¬ 
tween this and the former preparation, but only 
that inftead of the oyl of Tartar, you take the 
fpirit of urine, or of fait armoniack for to preci¬ 
pitate the diflolved gold thereby \ and the gold (as 
before faid ) will be precipitated much purer, than 
it is done by the liquor of the fait of Tartar, and 
being precipitated, it is to be edulcorated and dry- 
ed, as above in the firft preparation hath been 
taught. 

The ufc of Aurum fulminans . 

HTHere is little to write of 'the ufe of Aurum 
fulminans in phyfick} for becaufe it is not 
unlockt, but is only a grofe calx and not accepta¬ 


ble to the nature of man, it can do no miracle. 
And although it be ufed to be given per fc from 6, 8, 
12. grains to 9 i- for to provoke fweating in the 
Plague, and other malignant feavers, yet it would 
never fucceed fo well as was expedted. Some have 
mixed it with the like weight of common fulphur, 
and made it red hot (or calcined it) whereby they, 
deprived it of its fulminating vertue, fnppofingthus 
to get a better medicine, but all in vain, for the 
gold calx would not be amended by fuch a grofs* 
preparation. But how to prepare a good medicine 
out of A'.irum fulminans , fo that it may be evident¬ 
ly feen, that the gold is no dead body, nor untie 
for phyfick , but that it may be made quick and 
fit for to put forth or (hew forth thofe vertues 
which it pleafed God to treafurc up in it, 1 ihall 
here briefly difeover. 

Firft, get fuch an inftrument C as above hath 
been taught) made for you out of Copper, but 
not too big, nor with a lid at the top, but only 
with a pipe, unto which a receiver may be apply- 
ed, which muft not be luted to it; but it fufliceth, 
that the pipe enter far into the belly of the re¬ 
ceiver ; and at the lower part it muft have a flat 
bottom ,* that it may be able to ftand: over the 
bottom there muft be a little hole with a little 
door, that clofeth very exadtly: and there muft 
be alfo two little plates or feales of fdver or cop¬ 
per, as big as the nail of ones finger , whereupon 
the Amort fulminans is to be fet into the Inftru¬ 
ment •, which is to ftand upon a Trcvet, under 
which you are to lay. fome burning Coals for to 
warm or heat the bottom Tvithal. The Inftrument 
together with the glafs Receiver being fo ordered, 
that it Hands faft, and alfo the bottom thereof be¬ 
ing warmed or heated, then with little pincers one 
of the little feales, containing 2, 3, or+. grains of 
Aurum fulminans muft be conveyed upon the Inftru¬ 
ment fet upon the warm bottom, and then fliut the 
little door, and when the gold doth feel the heat, 
it kindleth and giveth a clap, and there is caufed 
a feparation, and efpecial unlocking of the gold 
for as foon as the clap is done, the gold doth go 
through the pipe like a purple coloured ftnoak in¬ 
to the receiver, and fticks on every where like a 
purple coloured powder. When the fmoak is va- 
nilhed, which is foon done, then take the empty 
fcale out of the Inftrument or Oven, and fee it 
with the gold, which will likewife fulminate and 
yield its flores. Then the firft being cooled in the 
mean time, is to be filled again and put in, inftead 
of that which is empty, and taken out, putting in 
one fcale after another by turns, continue it fo 
long till you have got flores enough : After the 
fublimation is performed, let the Copper Veflel 
grow cool, and then fweep or brulh the gold 
powder which is not fublimed with a haires foot, 
or goofe feather out of the veflel, which powder 
ferves for nothing, but to be melted with a little 
borax, and it will be good gold again, but onely 
fomewhat paler than it was before it was made in¬ 
to fulminating gold. But the flores in the recei¬ 
ver cannot be brulhed out thus, efpecially when 
they are call in with an addition of fait Nitre, as by 
the flores of filver hereafter Ihall be taught, becaufe 
they are fomething moift, and therefore pour in as 
much of dephlegmed Tartarifed fpirit of wine unto 
it, as you think to be enough, for to wafh oft’the 
flores with. This done, pour out the fpirit of wine, 
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together with the burnt Phoenix into a clean glafs, 
with a long neck, fet it (being well luted firft) into 
a gentle Balneum, or into warm afhes for fome 
dayes, and the fpirit of wine in the mean time 
will be coloured with a fair red, which you mull: 
pour off and then pour on other frefh fpirit and fet 
it in a warm place for to be diffolved, this being 
likewife coloured, put both the extrafts together in 
a little glafs body, and abftrad the fpirit of wine 
(in Balneo) from the Tincture, which will be a lit¬ 
tle in quantity, but of a high red colour and pleafant 
in tafte. The remaining flores from which the Tin¬ 
cture is extracted, may be with water wafhed out 
of the glafs, and then dryed if they are to be mel¬ 
ted ; and they will yield a little pale gold, and the 
molt part turneth into a brown glafs, out of which 
perchance fomething elfe that is good may be made, 
but unknown to me as yet. 

N- B. If you mix the Aitmm fulminans with 
fome fait nitre, before fulmination, then the (lores 
will be the more foluble, l'o that they yield their 
Tinfturefooner and more freely, than alone of them- 
felves; and if you pleafe, you may adde thereto 
thrice as much fait nitre, and fo fublime them in 
flores, in the fame manner, as fliall be taught lor 
the making of the flores of filver. 

The ufe of the Tincture of Gold. 

T He extracted TinCture is one of the chiefeft of 
thofe medicines, which comfort & cheer up the 
heart of man, renew and reftorc to youthfulncfs, and 
cleanfe the impure blood in the whole body, where¬ 
by many horrible difeafes, as the leprofie, the pox, 
and like may be rooted out. 

But whether this TinCture by the help of fire may 
be further advanced into a fixed fubftance I do not 
know: for I have not proceeded further in it, than 
here is mentioned- 

Of the flores of fiver and of its medicine. 

H Aving promifed in the firft part of this book 
(when I was deferibing the preparation of flores 
out of Metals) to teach in the fecond part to make 
the flores of gold and filver, thofe of gold being 
difpatchtx*, there followeth now in order after the 
gold, to fpcak alfo of filver and of its preparation, 
which is to be thus performed. 

Take of thin laminated or fmall granulated fine 
filver as much as you pleafe, put it into a little fepa- 
rating glafs body, and pour upon it twice as much in 
weight of rectified fpirit of fait nitre, and the fpirit 
of fait nitre will prefently begin to work upon the 
filver and to diflolve it. But when it will not dif- 
folve any more in the cold, then you muft put the 
glafs body into warm fand or afhes, and the water 
will prefently begin to work again •, let the glafs Itand 
in the warm allies, until all the filver be diflolved- 
Then put the folution out of the little glafs body, 
into another fuch as is cut off at the top, and put on 
a little head or Limbeck, and in fand abftraCt the 
moity of the fpirit of fait nitre from the diflolved 
filver-, then let the glafs body remain in the fand till 
it be cool; after take it out, and let it reft for a 
day and a night, and the filver will turn into white fo- 
liated cryftals, from which you muft pour off the 
the remaining folution which is not turned ; and 
from thence abftraCT again the moity of the fpirit, 
and let it ihoot or turn in a cold place y and this ab- 


ftraCting and cvyftallifing you are to reiterate, un¬ 
til almoft all the filver is turned to Cryftals; which 
you muft take out and. lay upon, filtring paper to 
dry, and fo keep it for fuch further ufe, as hereaf¬ 
ter (hall be taught. The remaining folntion, which 
is not cryftallifed, you may in a copper veffel by add¬ 
ing of fweet water thereto, precipitate over the fire 
into a calx, and then edulcorate and dry it, and keep 
it for other ufe, or elfe melt it again into a body. Or 
elfe you may precipitate the fame with fait water, 
and fo edulcorate and dry it and you will have a 
calx, which doth melt by a gentle fire, and is of a 
fpecial nature, and in the fpirit of urin, of fait Ar- 
moniack, ofHarts-horn, of Amber, of Soot, and of 
hair it doth eafily diflolve; and it may be prepared 
or turned into good medicines, as (hortly in our 
treating of the fpirit of urin (hall be taught. Or 
elfe, you may choofc not to precipitate the remain¬ 
ing folution of filver, but with the fpirit of urin 
toextraCl an excellent TinCture, as hereafter (hall be 
taught. 

Of the ufe of the cryflals of filver. 

T Hefe cryftals may fafely be ufed in Phyfick a- 
lone by themfelves 3, 6, 9, 12. graines there¬ 
of being mixed with a little fugar, or elfe made up 
into pills y they do purge very gently and without 
danger y but by reafon of their bitternefs they arc 
fomewhat untoothfome to take y alfo, if they be not 
made up into pills, they colour the lips, tongue and 
mouth quite black (but the reafon of that blacknefs 
belongeth not to this place to treat of, but fliall by 
and by follow hereafter) Alfo if they touch metals, 
as Silver, Copper and Tin, they make them black 
and ugly, and therefore they are not much ufed. 
But if you put into the folution of filver (before 
it be reduced into Cryftals) half as much quickfilver 
as there was of the filver, and fo diflolve them toge¬ 
ther and afterwards let them fhoot together, there 
will come forth very fair little fquare (tones like un¬ 
to Allome, which do not melt in the air, as the for¬ 
mer foliated ones ufe to do ; neither arc fo bitter, 
and they purge alfo quicker and better, than thofe 
that are made only of filver. 

How to fublime the Cryftals of filver into flores , and 
then to make d good Medicine of the flores. 

T Ake of the foliated Cryftals of Silver as many as 
you pleafe, and upon a grinding ftone made 
warm firft, grind as much purified and well dryed 
fait nitre amongft it, then put into your Iron di- 
ftilling veflel (to the pipe whereof there is to be 
applyed and luted a great receiver) coles made into 
powder two inches high, and make a fire under it, 
that the veflel every where together with the coles 
that are in it, become red hot. Then take off the 
lid, and with a ladle throw in at once of your Cry¬ 
ftals of filver 5 i- more or lefs, according as you 
think that your receiver in regard of its bignefs is 
able to bear. This done, prefently put on the lid, 
and the fait nitre together with the cryftals of filver 
will be kindled by the coles that lye on the bottom 
of the veflel, and there will come forth a white fil¬ 
ver fume through the pipe into the receiver, and 
after a while when the cloud is vanifhed in the re¬ 
ceiver, caft in more, and continue this fo long, and 
until all your prepared filver is caft in % then let ic 
cool, and take off the receiver, and pour into it 
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good Alcolized fpirit of wine, and wafh the flores 
with it out of the receiver, and proceed further 
with them, as above you have been taught to proceed 
with the gold, and you will get a greenifh liquor, 
which is very good for the brain. 

Take the coles cut of the diftilling veflel, and 
make them into fine powder, and wafh them out 
with water; to the end that the light cole-duft may 
be got from it, and you will find much filver dull 
(or a great many little filver grains; which the fait 
nitre could not force over, which you may reduce, 
for it will be good -fiver. 

There may alfo be made a very good medicine out 
of the cryftals of filver, which will be little inferior 
to the former, whereby the difeafes and infirmities 
of the brain may be very well remedied, which is 
done thus. 

Hovo to mike a green oyl out of Silver. 

P Our upon Cryftals of filver twice or thrice as 
much (in weight ) of the ltrongeft fpirit of 
Salt Armoniack, put it in a glafs with a long neck 
well clofed, into a very gentle warmth for the 
fpace of 8. or 14. days in digeltion, and the fpirit 
of fait Armoniack will be tinged with a very fair 
blew colour from the filver, then pour it off', and 
filtre it through brown paper, and then put it in 
a little glafs retort or glafs body, and abftraft 
in Balneo by a gentle fire, almoff all the fpirit of 
fait Armoniack (which is Itill good for ufe) and 
there will remain in the bottom a grafs-green Li¬ 
quor, which is to be kept for a Medicine- 
But in cafe that you Ihould mifs, and abftraft too 
much of the fpirit from the Tinfture of filver, fo 
that the Timflure be quite dry and turned to a 
green Salt,’then you muff; pour upon ic again as 
much of the fpirit of Salt Armoniack, as will dif- 
folve the green fait again to a green Liquor, bnt 
if you defire to have the Tin&ure purer yet, then 
abftraft all raoiftnefs from it, to a ftony drynefs: 
upon which you muff: pour good fpirit of Wine, 
which will quickly difiblve the ftone, and then fil¬ 
tre it, and there will remain feces, and the Tindure 
will be fairer: from which you muff abftrad moft 
of the fpirit of wine, and the Tindure will be fo 
much the higher in vertue- But if you pleafe,you 
may diftil that green fait or ftone (before it be 
extraded again with that fpirit of wine) in a lit¬ 
tle glafs retort, and you will get a fubtile fpirit 
and a Iharp oyl, and in the bottom of the retort 
there remaineth a very fufile filver which could not 
come over- 

It is to be admired, that when you pour fpirit 
of fait Armoniack, or fpirit of wine upon that 
ftone, for to dilfolve it, that the glafs comes to be 
fo cold by it, that you hardly are able to endure 
it in your hand, which coldnefs in my opinion co- 
meth from the filver (being fo well unlockt; which 
naturally is cold. 

The Vfe of the green Liquor in Alchymy, andfor 
Mechanical Operations. 

T His green Liquor ferveth not only for a me¬ 
dicine, but alio for other Chymical operati¬ 
ons ( for both Copper and glafs may be eafily and 
very fairly filvered over therewith ) very ufeful 
for thofe that are curious and love to make a Ihew 
with fair houlhold-ftufF} for if you get dirties. 


trencher-plates, falters, cups and other veffels made 
of glafs, after the fame fafliion -as thofe of filver 
ufe to be made , you may very eafily and without 
any confiderable charge filver them over therewith 
within and without, fo that by the eye they can-- 
not be difeerned from true filver plate. 

Befides tlie above-related good Medicines, there 
may be made another and efpecial good one out of 
the cryftals of filver, viz., difiblving and digeftin* 
them ( for a fpacc of time ) with the universal wa¬ 
ter, which hath been d iff filed by nature ic felf ; 
and is known to every body : and after its draft¬ 
ing for a fliort time, and change into feveraf co¬ 
lours, there will be found a plcafant effeucc, which 
is not fo bitter as the above-deferibed green li¬ 
quor, which is not brought yet by heat to 1 ipe- 
nefs and maturation. 

N. B- In this fweet univerfal Menftruum, may 
alfo all other metals by a fmall heat and the di- 
geftion of a long time be ripened and fitted for 
Medicines (having firft been reduced into their vi¬ 
triols and faffs) and then they arc no more dead 
bodies, but by this preparation have recoveied a 
new Life, and arc no more the metals of the covetous 
but may be called the metals oftffc Philofophcrs, and’ 
of the Phyficians. 

Befides Phyftckorpbyfical ufe. 

L Aftly, theie may be many pretty things more 
effefted ( befides the medicinal ufe) by means 
of the Cryftals of filver, viz., when you di/Iolve 
them in ordinary fweet rain water, you may dye 
beards, hair, skin, and nails of men or bsafts into 
carnation or pink red, brown and black, accor* 
ding as you have put more or lefs thereof in the 
water; or elfe, according as the hair was more or 
lefs times wetted therewith, whereby the afped of 
Man and Beaft (which fometimes infeveral occallons 
may not be contemned; is changed, fo that they can-- 
not be known. 

.This colouring or dye may be alfo performed 
with Lead or Mercury no lefs than with filver, 
but othervvife prepared, whereof in the fourth 
part. 

Now 1 have taught how to make flores and tin¬ 
ctures of gold and filver by help of the acid fpirit 
of Nitre. There may be many other medicines 
taught to be made out of them, but in regard that 
they belong not to this place, they fliall be'referved 
for other places of this fecond, and alfo for the 
other following parts. 

As by the help of the fpirit of Nitre,good Medi¬ 
cines may be made out of gold and filver, fo the 
like may be done out of other inferiour metals- But 
in regard that their defeription is fitter for other 
places of this Book, 1 omit them here. Yet never- 
thelefs, I thought good to deferibe one preparation 
of every metal ; after Silver therefore followcth 
now Copper. 

A medicine out of Copper externally to be ufed. 

D lflolve burnt plates of Copper ifi fpirit of faff, 
and abftraft the fpirit again from thence to a 
drynefs, but not too hard, and there will a green 
mafs remain behind, which you may caff in by lit¬ 
tle and little, and fo diftil ic, as of filver hath been 
taught. It doth yield a ftrong and powerful fpi¬ 
rit, and flores alfo for outward ufe in putrid 
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ling. 


thereby for the hca- 


A medicine out of Ironor Steel. 

I N the fame manner you may proceed with iron 
and ftcel, and there will remain behind a good 
crocus of a great ftipticity or aftringency , elpe- 
cially out of iron or ftecl, and may with good fuc- 
cefs be mixed with oyntments and plaifters. 

Of Tin and Lead. 

F Tin or Lead be difiolved therein, after theab- 
ftraftir.g of pare of the fpirit, they will (hoot 
into clear and fweet cryftals. But Tin is not fo 
ealily difTolved as Lead; both may fafely be ufed 
for medicines. Alfo there may be fpirits and {lores 
got out of them by diftilling. The rehearfing of 
the Preparation is ncedlcfs, for what for the pre¬ 
paring of filvcr hath been taught, is to be undcr- 
ftood alfo of other metals. 

Tke nfc of the Cryfials of Lead and Tin. 

T HE Cryftals of Lead arc admirably good to be 
ufed in the plague for to provoke fwcating 
and expel the venome out of the body •, they may 
alfo with credit be ufed in the bloody flux. Ex¬ 
ternally difiolved in water, and clothes dipt there¬ 
in and applied, they excellently cool and quench 
all inflammations , in what part of the body foever 
they do befal. Likewife the fpirit thereof ufed 
per fc ( and the florcs mixed among oyntmentsj do 
their part fufficiently. 

But the cryftals of Tin do not prove altogether 
fo quick in operation, though they do aft their 
part alfo, and they are more pleafant than thofe 
that are made of Lead ; for in Tin there is found 
a pure fulphur of gold ; but in Lead a white ful- 
phur of filver, as is proved in my Treatife of the 
generation and nature of Metals. 

Of Mercury. 

W Hen you diflblve common Mercury in refti- 
fied fpirit of Nitre, andabftracft the fpirit 
from it again, then there will remain behind a fair 
red gliftering precipitate ; but when the fpirit is not • 
rectified, it will not be fo fair, becaufe that the im¬ 
purity of the fpirit remains with the Mercury and pol-- 
lutes it- This calcinated Mercury is called by fomc 
Adcrcitriiis fracipitatuSjZnd by others Turbith miner ale, 
wherewith the Surgeons, and fometimes other unskil¬ 
ful Phyficians do cure the Pox ; they give at once 
6, 8, 10. grains, (more or lefs) according to its pre¬ 
paration and force in operation to the patient; for 
if the fpirit be not too much abftrafted from it, it 
worketh much ftronger, than when by a ftrong 
fire it is quite feparated from it; for the fpirits that 
remain with the Mercury make it quick and aftivc, 
which elfe without the fpirits would not be fuch. 

The other metals alfo, if they be not firft made fo- 
lubleby falts or fpirits, can perform either none or 
but very linall operation, unlcfs it be Zink or Iron, 
which being eafily folublc, are able to work with¬ 
out any foregoing diflolution, as hath been fliewn a- 
bove, when we treated ofthcoyl of vitriol. But that 
the lharp fpirits are the caufc of that operation, may 
hence be perceived, and made manifeft ; that al¬ 


though you take $ fs. of quick-filver and pour it down 
into the ftomach, yet it would run out again beneath, 
as above it was poured in. But if it be prepared 
with fpirits or falts, then but few grains of it 
will work ftrongly, and the more it is made foluble, 
the ftronger it worketh ; as you may fee when it is 
fublimedfrom falc and vitriol, that it groweth fo 
ftrong thereby, that one grain doth work more than 
eight or ten grains of Turbith Mineral, and three or 
four grains thereof would kill a man, by reafon of its 
mighty ftrength. Alfo it worketh extreamly, and 
much more than the fublimate, when if is difiolved in 
fpirit of Nitre and cryftalized, fo that you cannot 
well take it upon your tongue without danger. Which 
fome perceiving, evaporate the Aquafortis by a gentle 
heat from it, fo that the Mercurius remained yellow, 
which in a fmaller dole wrought more than the red, 
from which the fpirits were quite evaporated- And 
they ufed it oniy externally, ftrewing it into im¬ 
pure fores, for to corrode or fret or away the proud 
flefh, not without great pain to the patient: but 
alfo without diftin&ion of young or old gave it in¬ 
wardly for to purge ; which is one of the moft hurt¬ 
ful Purges that can be ufed. For this evil gucft,how= 
ever he be prepared, cannot leave his tricks, unlefshe 
be reduced into fuch a fubftance, as that it never can 
j be brought back to a running Mercury, for then much 
good can be done in phyfick without any hurt or pre¬ 
judice to the health of man, whereof perchance fome- 
thing more (hall be faid in another place- 

I cannot omit for the benefit of young innocent 
Children, to difeover a great abufe. For it is grown 
very common almoft among all that deal in phyfick, 
that as foon as-a little child is not well before they 
know whether it will be troubled with worms,or with 
any thing elfe, they prefently fall upon Mercury, 
fuppofing that in regard it hath no tafte, it is fo much 
the better for to get the Children to take it for to 
kill the Worms. 

But thofe men do not know the hurtful nature of it, 
which it doth Ihew againft the finews and Nerves: 
For fome are of opinion, that if they know to pre¬ 
pare Mercury fo, that ic can be given in a greater 
dofe (as is to be feen in fublimed Mercurius dulcis ) 
that then it is excellently prepared : but they arc in a 
great errour, and it were much better, it were not fo 
well prepared, that the lefs hurt might be done to 
Man,in regard that then they durft not givje it in fo 
great a dofe. For if that which is prepared with Aqua 
fortis or fpirit of fait nitre be ufed in the pox to men 
that are advanced in years, it cannot do fo much hurt, 
becaufe it is given in a fmall dofe, and doth work 
with them, whereby nature gets help for to overcome 
and expel that hurtful venome, and its malignity is 
abated by the ftrong falivation, which provi¬ 
dent nature hath planted in it, fo that not fo much 
mifehief can come by it,asby Mercurius dulcis , where¬ 
of is given to little weak Children from ten to thir¬ 
ty grains at once, which commonly (unlcfs they be 
of a ftrong nature, and do grow it out) doth caufe 
aweaknefsand lamenefs in their limbs, fo that (if 
they do not come to be quite lame at Lift ) they 
have a long time to ftruggle withal, till they over¬ 
come it. 

In like manner thofe alfo do err, which do fiiakc 
Mercury in water or beer fo long, until the water 
come to be gray-coloured, and fo give that water or 
beer to little children to drink for the Worms, pre¬ 
tending that they do not give the fubftance or body 
of Mercury, but only its vertue- But this grofs 
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Preparation is no better than if they had miniftrcd 
the running Mercury it felf. Neither have I ever feen 
that the ufe of Mercurius ditlcis , or of the gray co¬ 
loured water was feconded with good fuccefs in killing 
of the Worms. But it is credible, that it may be 
done by yellow or red precipitate, in regard of its 
ftrong operation- But who would be fuch an Ene¬ 
my to his Child, as to plague and torture it with fuch 
a hurtful and murthering medicine •, efpecially there 
being other medicines to be had, which do no harm 
to the children, as is to be found in iron or Heel, and 
the fweet ovl of vitriol- 

And fo much of the abnfe of Mercury : I hope 
it will be a good warning unto many, fo that they 
will not fo eafily billet fuch a tyrannical gueft in 
any ones houfe, whereby the ruine thereof of ne- 
ceflity mull follow. And that cure deferveth no 
praife at all, whereby one member is cured with the 
hurt of two or three other members. As we fee by 
the Pox, when one infefted member is cured by Mer¬ 
cury, and that but half, and not firm at all, that all 
the reft of the body is endangered thereby for the 
fnture. And therefore it would be much better 
that fuch crude horfe-phyfick might be fevered 
from*good medicaments, and fuch ufed inftead of 
them, as may firmly, fafely, and without prejudice 
to other parts perform the cure, of which kind fc- 
veral are taught in this book. But in cafe that 
you have patients, which have been fpoiled by 
fuch an ill-prepared Mercury, then there is no better 
remedy to reltore them, than by medicines made 
of metals, wherewith Mercury hath great affinity, 
as of gold and filver: for when they are often 
ufed, they attract the Mercury out of all the mem¬ 
bers, and carry it along with them out of the bo¬ 
dy , and fo do rid the body thereof. But exter¬ 
nally the precipitated Mercury may more fafely be 
ufed, than internally, in cafe there be nothing elfe 
to be had, viz., to corrode or eat away th£ proud 
flelh out of a wound- But if inftead of it there 
Ihould be ufed the corrofive oyl of Antimony, Vi¬ 
triol, Allome or common fait it would be better, 
and the cure much the fpeedier; and it would be 
better yet, that in the beginning good medicaments 
were ufed to frefh wounds, and not by carelefnefs 
to reduce them to that ill condition , that after¬ 
wards by painful corrofives they mull be taken a- 
way. But fuch a Mercury would ferve bell of all 
for fouldiers, beggers, and children that go to 
fchool; for if it ie ftrewed upon the head of 
children, or into their cloathes, no loufe will abide 
there any longer. In which cafe Mercury mull 
by his preparation not be made red, but onely 
yellow, and it muft be ufed warily, and not be 
llrevved on too thick, left the flelh be corroded, which 
would be the occafion of great mifehief. 

Of Aqua fonts, 

O llt of Salt nitre and vitriol, taking of each a 
like quantity (or if the water is to be not al¬ 
together fo ftrong ) two parts of vitriol to one part 
of laic nitre, a w’ater diftilled is good to dilfolve me¬ 
tals therewith, and to feparate them from one ano¬ 
ther ; as gold from filver, and filver from gold, 
which in the fourth part punctually fhall be taught. 

The Aqua forms ferveth alfo for many other 
Chymical operations to diflolve and fit metals there¬ 
by, that they may be reduced the eafier into medi¬ 
caments: but becaufe the fpirit of fait nitre and A- 


qua fortis are almoft all one, and have like opera¬ 
tions : for if the Aqua fortis be dephlegmed and rec¬ 
tified, you may perform the fame operations with 
it, which polfibly may be performed with the fpirit 
of fait nitre ; and on the other fide the fpirit of fait 
nitre will do all that can be done with the Aqua 
fortis, whereof in the fourth Part fhall be fpokeu 
more at large- 

Now I know- well that ignorant laborators (which 
do all their work according to cuftome, without di¬ 
ving any further into the Nature of things, will 
count me an Heretick ( becaufe I teach , that the 
Aqua fonts made of vitriol and fait nitre is of the 
fame nature and condition with the fpirit of falc 
nitre, which is made without vitriol ) faying that 
the Aqua fonts doth partake like wife of the fpi¬ 
rit of vitriol, becaufe vitriol alfo is ufed in the 
preparation of it. To which I anfwer , that al¬ 
though vitriol be ufed in the preparation of ir, yet 
for all that in the diftilling, nothing or but very 
little of its fpirit comes over with the fpirit of 
fait nitre, and that by fo fmall a heat it cannot 
rife fo high, as the fpirit of fait niire doth: and 
the vitriol is added onely therefore unto the fait nitre 
that it may hinder its melting together , and fo 
the more facilitate its, going into a fpirit. And 
the more to be convinced of this truth, the unbe¬ 
lieving may add to fuch fpirit of fait nitre, as is 
made by it felf, a little of oyl of vitriol likewife 
made by it felf, and try to diflolve filver guilded 
with it, and he will find that his fpirit of fait nitre by 
the fpirit of vitriol is made unfit to make a fepe- 
ration ; for it preyeth notably upon the gold, which 
is r.ot done by Aquafortis. 

Of the fulphurifed fpirit of fait nitre. 

T Here may alfo be made a fpirit of fait nitre 
with fulphur, which is ftill in ufe with many, 
viz., they take a ftrong earthen retort, which hath 
a pipe at the top, and fallen it into a furnace, and 
having put fait nitre into it, they let it melt, and 
then through the pipe they throw peeces of fulphur 
of the bignefs of a pea, one after another, which 
being kindled, together with the nitre doth yield 
a fpirit called by fome fpirit of fait nitre, and by 
others oyl of fulphur, but falfelv; for it is nei¬ 
ther of both, in regard that metals cannot be dif- 
folved therewith as they are done with other fpi¬ 
rit of fait nitre or fulphur •, neither is there any great 
ufe for it in phyfick, and if it were good for any 
Chymical operations, by the help of my diftilling 
inftrument might eafily be made and in great quan¬ 
tity. 

N. B- But if fait nitre be mixed with fulphur in 
due proportion, and in the firlt furnace be call up¬ 
on quick coles, then all will be burnt, and a ftrong 
fpirit cometh over, whofe vertuc is ncedlefs here to 
deferibe; but more fhall be mentioned of it in a- 
nother place- 

Of the Cl:fits. 

A Mong the Phyfitians of this latter age, there 
is mention made of another fpirit, which they 
make of Antimony, Sulphur, and fait nitre, a like 
quantity taken of each, which they call Chffns , 
and which they have in high eftcem, and not with¬ 
out caufe, becaufe it can do much good, if it be 
well prepared. 
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The inventor, for the making thereof ufed a re¬ 
tort with a pipe, as was mentioned by thefulphuri- 
2ed fpirit of lalt nitre, through which pipe he threw 
in his mixture. And it is a good way if no; bet¬ 
ter be known : but if the Author had known my in¬ 
vention and way of diftilling, I doubt not but he 
would have fet afide his, that hath a nofe or pipe 
retort, and made nfe of mine. 

The materials indeed are good, but not the 
weight or proportion ; for to what purpofe fo great 
a quantity of iulphur, it being not able to burn away 
all with fo fmail a quantity of fait nitre- And if it doth 
not burn away, but only fublime & ftop the neck of the 
retort, whereby the diftillation is hindered, how 
can it then yield any vertue ? Therefore you ought 
to take not fo much fulphur, but only fuch a quan¬ 
tity as will ferve to kindle the fait nitre, viz., to ft i. 
of fait nitre four drams of fulphur: but becaufe An¬ 
timony alfo is one of the ingredients, which hath 
likevvife much fulphur (for there is r.o Antimony 
fo pure, but it containeth much combuftible ful¬ 
phur, as in the fourth part of this book Ihall be prov¬ 
ed : ) therefore it is nccdlcfs to add fo much fulphur 
unto Antimony, to make it burn, becaufe it hath 
enough of it felf. And therefore I will fet down my 
compofition, which I found to be better than the firft. 

Take Antimony ft i. fait nitre ft i j- fulphur 5 i i j. 
the materials mull be made into fmail powder and 
well mixed, and at once call in$ij. thereof, and 
there will come over a fnlphurcous acid fpirit of 
Antimony, which will mix it felf with the water, 
which hath been put before in the receiver; which 
after the diftillation is finilhed muft be taken out and 
kept clofe for its ufe. It is a very good diaphoretick 
(or fweat provoking,) medicine efpecially in feavers, 
the plague, epileplie, and all other difeafes, whofe 
cure muft be performed by fweating. The Caput 
Mart mm may be fublimed into flores in that fur¬ 
nace, which is deferibed in the firft part. 

Of the Tart arifed fpirit of nitre. 

I N the very fame manner there may alfo be di- 
ftilled a good fwear-provoking fpirit out of fait 
nitre and Tartar, a like quantity taken of each, 
which is very good to be ufed in the plague and ma¬ 
lignant. feavers. 

The Caput Aim mm is a good melting powder for 
to reduce the calxes of metals therewith \ or elfe you 
may let it dilfolve in a moift place to oyl of Tartar. 

Of the Tartarifed fpirit of Antimony. 

A Much better fpirit yet may be made of Tartar, 
jt\ fait nitre, and Antimony, a like quantity be¬ 
ing taken of each and made into fine powder, and 
mixed well together, which though it be notfoplea* 
lant to take, is therefore not to be defpifed. For 
not only in the plague and feavers, but alfo in all 
obftruftions and corruptions of blood it may be u- 
fed with admiration of its fpeedy help- 

The Caput Mortmun may be taken out, and mel¬ 
ted in a crucible, and it will yield a Regains y the 
ufe whereof is deferibed in the fourth part. Out 
of the fcoria or drols a red 1 indturemay be extraft- 
cd with fpirit of wine, which is very ufcful in many di¬ 
feafes. But before you extraft with fpirit of wine, you 
may get a red lixivium out of it with fweet water, 
which lixivium may be ufed externally for to mend the 
faults of the skin and to free it from fcabbinefs. 


Upon this lixivium if you pour Vinegar or any 0- 
ther acid fpirit, there will precipitate a red powder 
which if it be edulcorated and dryed may be ufed in 
phyfick- It is called by fome fulphur duration dia- 
phoreticum : but it is no Diaphoretick, but maketh 
ftrong vomits, and foin cafe of necellity, when you 
have no better medicine at hand, it may be ufed for 
a vomitory from 6, 7, 9, 10, 15. 

Alfo out of the ftcria there may be extracted a fair 
Sulphur with the fpirit of urin and diftilled over the 
Limbeck, which is very good for all difeafes of the 
lungs. 

Of Stone-coles. 

I F you mix ftone-coales with a like quantity of 
fait nitre, and diftill them, you will get an ad¬ 
mirable fpirit and good to be ufed outwardly; for it 
cleanfeth and conlolidateth wounds exceedingly, 
and there will alfo come over a metallical vertue in 
the form of a red powder, which muft be fepara- 
ted from the fpirit, and kept for its ufe. But if 
you call in ftonc-coles alone by thcmfelves, and diftill 
them, there will come over not only a (harp fpirit, 
but alfo a hot and blood red oyl, which doth power¬ 
fully dry and heal all running ulcers •, efpecially it 
will heal a feald head better than any other medi¬ 
cine, and it doth confumc alfo all moift and fpongi- 
ous excrefcencies in the skin, where ever they be : 
but if you fublime ftone-coles in the furnace deferi- 
bed in the firft part, there comes over an acid me= 
tallical fpirit, and a great deal of black light flores, 
which fuddenly ftanch bleeding, and ufed in plai- 
fters, are as good as other metallical flores. 

Of the Sulphureous fpirit of fait nitre or Aquafortis. 

I F you take one part of fulphur, two parts of ni¬ 
tre, and three parts of vitriol, and diftill them, 
you will get a graduating Aquafortis , which fmel- 
leth llrongly of fulphur; for the fulphur is made 
volatile by the fait nitre aud vitriol. It is better 
for feparating of metals, than the common Aqua 
fortis. 

Iffilver be put in, it groweth black, but not fixed •, 
fome of it poured into a folution of filver a great 
deal of black calx will precipitate, but doth not a- 
bide the tryal. You may alfo abftraft a ftrong fitl- 
phureotts volatile fpirit from it, which hath like ver¬ 
tue as well internally as externally for bathes, and 
may be ufed like unto a volatile fpirit of Vitriol or 
Allome. 

Of the Nitrons fpirit of Arfenick. 

I F you take white Arfenick and pure fak nitre of 
each a like quantity ground into fine powder, and 
diftill them, you will get a blew fpirit, which is ve¬ 
ry ftrong, but no water muft be put into the receiver, 
elfe it would turn white, for the Arfenick, from 
which the blew cometh, is precipitated by the wa¬ 
ter. This fpirit diflolvcth and graduareth copper as 
white as filver, and maketh it malleable but not fix¬ 
ed. The remaining Caput Mortmtm maketh the cop¬ 
per white, if it be cemented therewith, but very 
brittle and unmalleable, but how to get good filver 
out of Afenickand with profit, you Ihall find in the 
fourth part. In phyfick the blew fpirit ferveth for 
all corroding cancrous fores, which if they be anoin¬ 
ted therewith, will be killed thereby, and made fit 
for healing. 1 0 
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To nuke a °f Sulphur, crude Tartar and Salt nitre. 

I F you grind together one part of Sulphur, two 
parts of Crude Tartar, and four parts of fait ni¬ 
tre, and diftill it Philofopher-like, you will get a 
moll admirable lpirit, which can play his part both 
in Phylick and Alchymy. I will not advife any 
body to diftiPi it in a retort; for this mixture, if it 
growech warm from beneath, it fulminateth like 
Gunpowder-, but if it be kindled from above, it 
doth not fulminate, but onely burneth away like a 
quick fire: metals may be melted and reduced there¬ 
by. 


To make a fpirit out of Salt of Tartar , Sulphur , and 
Salt - nitre. 

I F you take one part of fait of Tartar, and one 
part and a half of Sulphur, with three parts of 
fait nitre, and grind them together, you will have 
a commpofition, which fulminateth like Aurum ful¬ 
minant, and the fame alfo (after the fame manner 
as above hath been taught with gold) may be di- 
ftillcd into flores and fpirits, which are not without 
fpecial Vertue and Operation. For the corrupti¬ 
on of one thing is the generation of another. 

How to make a fpirit offaw-dufl , fulphur and fait nitre. 

] F you make a mixture of one part of Saw-duft 
made of Tiliaor Linden-wood, and two parts of 
good fulphur, and nine parts of purified and well dryed 
fait nitre, and call it in by little and little, there will 
come over an acid fpirit, which may be ufed out¬ 
wardly, for to cleanfe wounds that are unclean- 
But if you mix with this compofition minerals or 
metals made into fine powder, and then call it in 
and diftill it, there will come not only a powerful 
mctallical fpirit, but alfo a good quantity of flores, 
according to the nature of the mineral, which are 
of no fmall vertue: for the minerals and metals 
■are by this quick fire dellroyed and reduced to a 
better condition, whereof many things might be 
written-, but it is not good to reveal all things- 
Confider this fentence of the Philofopers- It is bn- 
pojflble to deftroy without a flame , The combuftible Sul-, 
phur of the Calx , which the digged Mine doth doe. 

Alfo fufible minerals and metals may not only 
be melted, therewith, but alfo cupellated in a mo¬ 
ment upon a Table in the hand or in a nut-fhell ^ 
whereby Angular proofs of oares and metals may be 
made, and much better, than upon a Cupel, where¬ 
of further in the fourth part of this book. Here 
is opened unto us agate to high things-, if entrance 
be granted unto us, we (hall need no more books to 
look for the Art in them. 

To make met alii cal fpirits and flores by the help of fait - 
nitre and linnen cloth. 

I F metals be diflolved in their appropriated Men- 
Itruums, and in the folution (wherein a due pro¬ 
portion of fait nitre mult be diflolved) fine linnen 
rags be dipt and dryed, you have a prepared me¬ 
tal, which may be kindled, and (as it was men¬ 
tioned above concerning the faw-duft) through the 
burning away and confirming of their fupcrftuous 
fulphur, the mercurial fubflance of the metal is 
manifefted. And after the diftillation is ended, you 
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will find a lingular purified calx, which by rub : 
bing eoloureth other metals, as that of gold doth 
guild filver, that of filver filvereth over copper, 
and copper calx maketh iron look like copper, crc. 
which colouring though it cannot bring any great 
profit, yet at leafl for to Ihew the poflibi’lity, I 
thought it not amifs to deferibe it ; and per¬ 
chance fomething more may be hid in it, which is 
not given to every one to know. 

Of Gu::- powder. 

O F this mifehievous compofition and diabolical 
abnfe of Gunpowder much might be writcen: 
but becaufe this prefent world taketh only delight 
in /bedding innocent blood, and cannot endure that 
unrighteous things fliould be reproved, & good things 
praifed, therefore it is bell to be filent, and to let 
every one anfwer for himfelf, when the time com- 
cth that we fliall give an account of our lleward- 
fliip, which perhaps is nor far off-, and then there 
will be made a feparation of good and bad, by him 
that tryeth the heart, even as gold is refind in the 
fire from its drofs. And then it will be feen what 
Chrillians vve have been- We do all bear the name, 
but do not approve our felves to be fuch by our 
works; every one thinketh himfelf better than o- 
thers, and for a words fake which one underltand- 
eth otherwife, or takes in another fenfe than the 
other (and though it be no point, whereon falvati- 
on doth depend) one curfeth and condemned! ano¬ 
ther and perfecuteth one another unto death, which 
Chrifl never taught us to do, but rather did ear- 
neltly command us that we Ihould love one another, 
reward evil with good, and not good with evil, as 
now a dayes every where they ufe to do; every one 
ftandeth upon his reputation, but the honor of God 
and his command are in no repute, but are tram¬ 
pled under foot, and Lucifers pride, vain ambiti¬ 
on, and Pharifaical hypocrifie or lhew of holinefs, 
hath fo far got the upper-hand with the learned, 
that none will leave his contumacy or flubbornnefs, 
or recede a little from his opinion, although the 
whole world fliould be turned upfide down thereby. 
Are not thefe fine Chrillians ? By their fruit you 
fliall know them, and not by their words- Woolves 
are now clothed with (beeps skins, fo that none of 
them almoll are to be found, and yet the deeds 
and works of Woolves are every where extant. 

All good manners are turned into bad, women 
turn men, and men women in their fafliion and be¬ 
haviour, contrary to the inflituticion and ordinance 
of God and Nature. In brief, the world goeth on 
crutches. If Heraclitus and Democritus fliould now 
behold this prefent world, they would find exceed¬ 
ing great caufe for their lamenting and laughing 
at it. Aud therefore it is no marvel, that Gcd 
fent fuch a terrible fcourge as gun-powder is up¬ 
on us; and it is credible, that if this do not 
caufe our amendment, that a v\orfe will follow, 
viz., thunder and lightning falling down from Hea¬ 
ven, w hereby the world fliall be turned upfide down 
for to make an end of all pride, felf-love, ambiti¬ 
on, deceit and vanity. For which the whole Cre¬ 
ation doth wait, fervently defiring to be delivered 
from the bondage thereof. 

Now this preparation, which is the moll hurtful 
poyfon, a terror unto all the living, is nothing elfe 
but a fulmen terrefire denouncing unto us the wrath and 
coming of the Lord. For Chrifl: to judge the 
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world is to come with thundering and lightning’: 
and this earthly thunder perchance is given us for to 
put us in mind and fear of that which is to come, 
but this is not fo much as thought on by men, who 
prepare it only for to plague and deftroy mankind 
therewith in a moft cruel and abominable manner, as 
every one knoweth. 

For none can deny but that there is no nimbler 
poyfon, than this gunpowder- It is written of the 
Baliliske, that he killeth man only by his look, which 
a man may avoid, and there are but few (if any at 
all) of them found : but this poyfon is now prepared 
and found every where- 

How often doth it fall out, that a place wherein 
this powder is kept is ftricken with thunder as with 
its like, in fo much that all things above it are in 
a moment deftroyed, and carryed up into the air ? 
Alfo in fieges, when an Ordnance is difeharged, or 
Mines blown up, all whom it lays hold on, are fud- 
denly killed, and moft miferably deftroyed. What 
nimbler poyfon then could there be invented ? 1 be¬ 
lieve there is none, who will not acknowledge it to be 
fuch. 

And feeing that the ancient Philofophers and Chy- 
mifts were always of opinion, that the greater the poy¬ 
fon is, the betterjmedicine may be made of it, after it 
is freed from the poyfon, which with us their po- 
fterity is proved true by many experiences ; as we 
fee by Antimony, Arfenick, Mercury, and the like 
minerals, which without preparation are meer poy¬ 
fon, but by due preparation may be turned into the 
belt and moft effectual medicaments, which though 
not every one can comprehend or believe, yet Chy- 
mifts know it to be true, and the doing of it is no 
new thing to them. And beeaufe I treat in this fe- 
cond part of medicinal fpirits, and other good me¬ 
dicaments, and finding that this which can be made 
out cf gunpowder, is none of the leaft, I would 
not omit in fome meafure, and as far as lawfully 
may be done, to fet down its preparation: which 
is thus performed. 

How to make a fpirit of Gunpowder. 

Y Our diftilling velfel being made warm, and a 
great receiver with fweet water in it? being ap= 
plyed to it without luting, put a difh with gunpow¬ 
der, containing about 12. or 15. grains a piece, one 
after another into it 3 in the fame manner as above 
was taught to do with gold- For if you Ihould put 
in too much of it at once, it would caufe too much 
wind and break the receiver. 

As foonas you have conveighed it into the velfel, 
fhut the door, and the gunpowder will kindle, and 
give a blaft that it maketh the receiver ftir, and a 
white mift or fteam will come over into the receiver. 
As foon as the powder is burnt, you may caft in 
more before the mift is fettled, beeaufe elfe the di¬ 
ftilling of it would coft too much time, and fo 
you may continue to do until you have fpirit enough. 
Then let the fire go out, and the furnace grow cool, 
and then take off the receiver, pour the fpirit with 
the water that was poured in before (the flores 
being firlt every where walked off with it) out of 
the receiver into a glafs body, and reCtific it in 
a B- through a limbeck, and there will come over 
a muddy water, tailing and fuelling of fulphur: 
which you mull keep. In the glafs body you 
will find a white fait, which you are to keep like- 
wife. Take out the Caput Mortmtn , which re¬ 


mained in the diftilling velfel, and looks like gray 
fait, calcine it in a covered crucible, that it turn 
white, but not that it melt; and upon this burnt or 
calcined fait, pour your ftinking water, which came 
over through the limbeck, and dilfolve the calcined 
white fait with it, and the feces which will not dif- 
folve caft away. Filtre the folution, and pour ic 
upon the white fait, which remained in the glafs 
body, from which the fulphureous fpirit was ab- 
ftraCted before, and put the glafs body (with a lim¬ 
beck luted upon it) into fand, and abftraCt the ful¬ 
phureous water from it, which will be yellowilh, and 
fmell more of fulphur than it did before. This 
water if it be abftraCted from the fait feveral times, 
will turn white, almoft like unto milk, and tall; no 
more of fulphur, but be pleafant and fweet. It is 
very good for the difeafes of the lungs. Alfo it 
doth guild filver, being anointed therewith, although 
not firmly, and by digeftion it may be ripened and 
reduced into a better medicine. 

The fait which remained in the glafs body, urge 
with a ftrong fire, fuch as will make the fand, where¬ 
in the glafs ftandeth red hot, and there will fub- 
lime a white fait into the limbeck, in taftc almoft 
like unto fait Armoniack, but in the midft of the 
glafs body, you will find another, which is yellow- 
ifh, of a mineral tafte and very hot upon the 
tongue. 

The fublimed falts, as well the white which did 
afeend into the limbeck, as the yellow, which re¬ 
mained in the glafs body are good to be ufed in the 
plague, malignant fearers and other difeafes, where 
fweating is required; for they do mightily provoke 
fweating, they comfort and do cleanfe the ltomach, 
and caufe fometimes gentle ftools. 

But what further may be done in Phyfick with it, 
I do not know yet. 

In Alchymy it is alfo of ufe, which doth notbe= 
long to this place. Upon the remaining fait which 
did not fublime you may pour rain water, and dif- 
folve it there in the glafs body, (if it be whole 
ftill) elfe if it be broken, you may take out the fait 
dry, and diftolve and filtre and coagulate it again, 
and there will be feparated a great deal of feces. 
This purified fait, which will look yellowilh, melt 
in a covered crucible, and it will turn quite blood 
red, and as hot as fire upon the tongue, which with 
frelh water you muft dillolve again, and then filtre 
and coagulate; by which operation it will be made 
pure and clear, and the folution is quite green be¬ 
fore it be coagulated, and as fiery as the red falc 
was before its dilfolution. 

This grafs green folution being coagulated again 
into a red fiery fait, may be melted again in a clean 
and ftrong crucible, and it will be much more red 
and fiery. 

N. B. And it is to be admired that in the melt¬ 
ing of it many fire fparks do fly from it, which 
do not kindle or take fire, as other fparks of coals 
or wood ufe to do. This well purified red fait be¬ 
ing laid in a cold and moift place, will dilfolve 
into a blood red oyl, which in digeftion diflolveth 
gold and leaveth the filver: this folution may be 
coagulated, and kept for ufe in Alchimy. 

There may alfo a pretious TinCture be extract¬ 
ed out of it with alcolized fpirit of w'ine, which 
TinCturc guildeth filver, but noc firmly. 

And as for ufe in Phyfick, it ought to be kept 
as a great Treafure. But if the red fiery fait be 
extraded with fpirit of wine before gold bedilTolv- 
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cd therewith, it will yield likewifc a fair red Tin- 
dure, but not fo effectual in Phyfick as that unto 
which gold is joyned. And this Tinfture can al- 
fo further be ufcd in Alchymy, which belongeth 
not hither, becaufe we only fpeak of medicaments. 

Of the ufc of the Medicine or Tinti nr e made of Gunpowder. 

T His Tinfture whether with or without gold , 
made out of the red fait, is one of the chiefeft 
that I know to make, if you go but rightly to work, 
and prepare it well; for it purifieth and cleanf- 
ech the blood mightily, and provoketh alfo pow¬ 
erfully fweat and urine; fo that it may fafely and 
with great benefit be ufed in the Plague, Feavers, 
Epilepfy, Scurvy, in Afelancholia Hypochondriac *, 
in the Gout, Stone, and the feveral kinds of them •, 
as alfo in all obftru<ftions of the Spleen and Liver, 
and in all difeafes of the Lungs, and it is to be 
admire that of fuch a hurtful thing fuch a good 
medicine can be prepared. Therefore it would 
be much better to prepare good medicaments of it, 
to reftore the poor difeafed to health therewith, 
than to deftroy with it thofe that are whole and 
found. 

I know a Chymift, that fpent much time and 
coft to-fearch this poyfonous dragon, thinking to 
make the univerfal medicine orftone of the ancient 
Philofophers out of it. Efpecially becaufe he faw, 
that fo many ftrange changes of colours appeared, 
whereof mention is made by the Philofophers when 
they diferibe their medicine and the preparation 
thereof. 

The Dragons blood, Virgins milk, Green and Red 
Lyon, Black blacker than Black, White whiter than 
White and the like, more needlefs here to relate * 
which eafily may perfwade a credulous man as it 
hapned alfo unto him. But afterward he found , 
that this fubjeft in which he put fo much confi¬ 
dence, was leprous and not pure enough, and that 
it is impoffible to make that tingent Hone of it, 
for to exalt men and metals, and fo was glad to 
be contented with a good particular medicine and 
to commit the reft unto God. 

And fo much of that poyfonous dragon, gunpow¬ 
der : but that there is another and more purer dra¬ 
gon, whereof the Philofophers fo often made men¬ 
tion, 1 do not deny i for nature is mighty rich, and 
could reveal to us many arcana by Gods permiffion : 
But becaufe we look only for great honor and riches, 
and negled the poor, there is good reafon why 
fuch things remain hidden from wicked and ungod¬ 
ly men. 

To >nak§ fpirits and flores cf Nitre and Coals, 

I F you diftill Nitre (well purified from its fuper- 
fluous fait) mixed with good coals, the Egyp¬ 
tian Sun bird doth burn, away, and out of it doth 
fweat a fingular water, ufeful for men and metals. 

Its burnt allies are like unto calcined Tartar, and 
for the purging of metals not to be defpifed. 

To make flores and fpiritt of flints, cryftals or fa/:d } iy 
adding of coals and fait nitre to them. 

T Ake one part of flints or fand, and three parts 
of Linden coals, with fix parts of good fait 
nitre mixed well together, and call of it in, and 
the combuftible fulphur of the flints will be kindled 


by the piercing and vehement fire of lhe fait nitre, 
and maketh a reparation, carrying over with it part 
thereof, which it turneth into fpirits and flores, 
which mull be feparated by filcring. The fpirit taft» 
eth as if it had been made of fait of Tartar and 
flints, and is of the fame nature and condition , and 
the remaining Caput Mm mm alfo yieldeth fuch an 
oyl or liquor in all like unto that, and therefore its 
condition is not deferibed here, but you may find ic 
where 1 fhall treat of the fpirit made of fait of 
tartar by adding of flints. 

To m.fe a fpirit and oyl cut of Talck with fait nitre. 

T Ake one part of Talck made into fine powder, 
and three parts of Linden-coals, mixe them 
with five or fix parts of good fait nitre, calf in of 
that mixture one fpoonful after another, and there 
will come over a fpirit and a few flores, which mult 
be feparated as hath been taught above concerning 
flints. 

The fpirit is not unlike unto the fpirit of fand: 
the Caput Mortmun , which looks greyilh , muft 
be well calcmed in a crucible, fo that it melt, 
and then pour it out, and ic will yield a white 
tranlparent Mafs, like as flints and cryftals do, 
which in a cold moift cellar will turn to a thick 
liquor, fatter in the handling than the oyl of 
fand. It is fomething lharp like unto oyl of Tar¬ 
tar; it cleanfeth the Skin, Hair and Nails, and 
makes them white ; the fpirit may be ufed inward¬ 
ly for to provoke fweat and urine: externally ufed, 
it cleanfeth wounds, and healeth all manner of fcabs 
in the body out of hand. What further may be 
done with it, I do not know yet: But how to bring 
Talck, pcbles, and the like ftony things to that 
pafs, that they may be dilTolved with fpirit of wine 
and reduced into good medicaments fiiall be taught 
in the fourth part. 

To snake a fpirit , flores , and oyl out of Tin } 

I F you mix two parts of the filings of Tin, with 
■one part of good fait nitre, and call ic in, as 
you were taught to do with other things, then the 
fulphur of Tin will kindle the fait nitre, and make 
a flame, as if it were done with common fulplurr, 
whereby a reparation is made, fo that one part of 
the Tin cometh over in flores and fpirit, and the 
reft ftayeth behind, which if it be taken out, fome 
of ic in a moift place will turn into a liquor or 
oyl, which externally may be ufed with good fuccefs 
in all ulcers for to cleanfe them. It hath alfo the ver- 
eue, if it be pertinently applyed to graduate and 
exalt wonderfully all the colours of vegetables and 
animals, which would be ufeful for dyers- The 
fpirit of it mightily provoketh fweating: the flores 
being edulcorated and ufed in plaifters, do dry and 
heal very fpeedily. 

To make a fpirit , flores and a liquor out of Zinck. 

I N like manner as hath been taught with Tin, 
you may alfo proceed with Zinck, and ic 
will yield a good quantity of flores, and alfo a fpi¬ 
rit and oyl, almoft t)f the fame vcrcucs with thofe 
made of Tin: and thefe flores corrected with falc 
nitre, are better than thofe which are taught to 
be made by themfeives in the tirft part of the 
book. 
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To male a fpirit, flores and oyl of Lapis Calaminans. 

M ix two parts of fait nitre with one part of 
tapis nlamrna.ru and call it in, and it will yield 
a lharp Spirit very ufeful for feparating of metals, 
and there will come over alfo a few yellow flores. 
Tiie iclt remaining behind is a dark green Mais 
very fiery rpon the tongue, life fait of Tartar, and 
if it be dillolved with rain water, yieldetli a grafs 
green lolutioii, which being not prefently coagu¬ 
lated into fait, the green feparateth it felf from 
the fixed fait nitre, and there failed] to the bot¬ 
tom a tine red powder , and if it be edulcorated 
n;.d dryed, and given from one grain to ten or 
twelve it caufctli gentle {tools and eafy vomits, 
better than prepared Antimony; for lapis calami- 
varis and Zinck are of the nature of Gold, as in 
the fourth part fhali be proved: the white lixivium 
, or lye, from which the green is precipitated, may 
be coagulated into white fait, like unto ialt of 
Tartar; but if you coagulate the green folution, 
before the green be feparated from the fait nitre, 
then you will get a very fair green fait, high in 
colour and much more fiery than fait ot 1 artar, 
whereby fpccial things may be done in Alchymy, 
which doth not belong hither- And if you dclire 
to make fuch a green" fait for to nfe it in Alchy¬ 
my, you need not take fo much pains, as firft: to 
diltil a fpirit out of the mixture, but take three 
or four parts of good fait nitre, and mix it with 
one part of lapis calaminaris , and let this mixture 
boyl together in a wind furnace, till the fait nitre 
be coloured green by the lapis calaminaris , then 
pour it out and feparate the green goldilh fait 
from it, and make fuch good ufeot it as you think fit. 

' But if you will extraft a good Tinfture and medi¬ 
cine, make it into powder, and extradt it with fpi¬ 
rit of wine, and it will yield a blood red Tincture, 
botli in Phyfiek and Alchymy of good ufe. 

Further you arc to take notice, that among all 
metals and minerals, which 1 know (except gold 
and iilver ) there is none found, out of which can 
be extracted agreennefs which is of fire-proof, but 
only out of lapis calaminaris, which deferves to be 
well conlidercd and further thought upon. 

To make a fpirit of fait nitre, fulpbur and common fait. 

T Ake one part of fait, two parts of fulphur, and 
four parts of fait nitre, grind all together, and 
cafl: in one fpoonful after another to diftil, and 
it will yield a lharp yellow fpirit, which if it be put 
among common water, fo that the water be not 
made too lharp of it, it is a good bath, good for 
many difeafes-, efpecially it healeth all fcabs very 
fuddenlv- 1 he Caput Morrnmn may alfo be diflol- 
ved in water and tiled among bathes, and it is good 
likewife, but the fpirit is penetrating, and doth op- 
perate fuddenly in fl.rinkings and other defeats of 
the nerves-, of fuch kind of bathes there {hall be 
fpoken more in the third part. Alfo the remain¬ 
ing fixed yellow fait is good to be ufed in Alchy¬ 
my-, for it graduateth filvcrby cementing. 

To mc.ke a fpirit, flores and oyl cut of fait nitre and 
Regttlus Alartu . 

T Ake one part of Reguhts Martis ficllatus ( made 
of one part of Iron or Steel, and three parts of 


Antimony, whofe preparation is deferibed in the 
fourth part) and three parts of pure fait nitre, 
mix and grind all together, and call it in by lit¬ 
tle and little to diftil, and there will come over 
a fpirit together with a white fublimate, which 
mult be feparated with water, as hath been taught 
above with other flores, ai d both the fpirit and the 
flores are good to provoke fweat- The remaining 
Caput Mon uum, (as they ufually call it ) is not 
dead, but full of life and vertue, whereby much 
good may be done both in Phyfiek and Alchymy, 
as followeth. The remaining Mafs, which looks 
white, and is very (harp and fiery (if the Regains 
have been pure, if not, then it will look yellowifii) 
may be edulcorated with frefh water, and it will 
yield a lixivium or lye in ali things like unto calcined 
Tartar, but lharper and purer, and may be ufed 
almoft in all operations inftead of fait of Tar¬ 
tar ( but firft the Regulns Antimonii muft be pre¬ 
cipitated from it by the help of water J and af¬ 
terward it may be coagulated into fait and kept 
for its life -, the edulcorated , as alfo that which 
was precipitated with water is a white and fine 
powder, ufeful in the plague, fenvers, and other 
difeafes to provoke fweating thereby, and may ve¬ 
ry fafely be ufed, and although if it be given in 
a greater quantity than nfual, it caufes fome vo¬ 
mits nlfo, yet for all that it doth no hurt. It is 
cafily taken becaufe it hath no tafte. It is given 
to children from 3,4, to 12. grains: to elder folks 
from 9 fs. to 3 fs . they work fuccefsfully in all difr 
eafes, where fweating is needful. This Antu>ioni¬ 
um Diapbsreticum , may alfo be melted into glafs, 
and fo extracted and difl'olved with fpirit of fait, 
and it may be prepared into fevcral good medi¬ 
caments : and if all that which may be done with 
it, fliould be deferibed at large, it would require- 
too much time- The lixivium, if it be coagula¬ 
ted, hath wonderful vertnes, fo that if one fhould 
deferibe them, he would hardly be credited by a- 
ny body, becaufe it is not made of coftly things j 
and truly the life of man is too fhort to find out 
by experience all that lies hid in it: and it would 
be but a laughing matter to a proud fool, if one 
fhould reveal it: therefore it is better to keep coun- 
fel, than to fow ftrife. Bafllins Valentinus in his 
Triumphant Chariot of Antimony, where he wri- 
teth of the figned ftar, hinted it fufficiendy, but 
very few take notice of it. Parccdfus alfo, here 
and there in his books under an unknown name, 
makes frequent mention of it -, but its true prepa¬ 
ration and ufe, by reafon of the unthankful was ne¬ 
ver deferibed by the Philofophers, which for in-, 
ftruftion of Good Honefb Men we do here men¬ 
tion. 

Before you edulcorate the Regulus (made by ful- 
mination) you may extract of it a good medicinal 
Tindturc with fpirit of wine, and if you dillolve 
it with fpirit offalc, there will Ihoot a white fo¬ 
liated Talck in all things like unto the Mineral 
Talck: whereof a liquor may be made, which colou¬ 
red] the skin very white, but if this calx of Anti¬ 
mony, before it be extrafted with fpirit of wine or 
diflolved with fpirit of fait be made into fine pow¬ 
der, and expofed to the moilt air, it will dillolve 
into a fat liquor, which though it be fomething 
lharp, yet doth no hurt to the skin, if it be ufed 
with diferetion, but rather cleanfeth it more then 
any other thing, and fo it doth likewife to the hair 
and nailes-, but as foon as the liquor hath been ap-, 
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plyed for thac purpofe, it muft be wafhed ofFagain 
with water, lelt it do notonely take away the grofs 
and unclean skin, but alfo work upon the tender 
white skin and do hurt, and therefore 1 gire warn¬ 
ing, that you ufe it difcreetly: for according to the 
old proverb, you may mifufe even that which elfe 
is good in it felf. If you put fome of it into warm 
water and bath your felf in it, the grofs skin will 
peal off all the body, fo that you will almoft feem 
to be another body. And this bath alfo is good for 
many difeafes: for it openeth the pores mightily, 
and dcanicth all the blood in the body, by draw¬ 
ing many ill humors out of it, which maketh a man 
light and ftvong, efpecially if he be purged l.rft, be¬ 
fore he ufeth the bath. It is alfo good for Melan¬ 
choly, fenrvy and leprolie, efpecially when the red 
Tincture drawn out of it with fpirit of wine, be 
nfed bclidcs. It is alfo good to be ufed in a foot 
bath for thofe that ate troubled with corns and o 
ther excrefccncies upon their feet, or with nailes 
that cut the ilefh ; for it fofteneth them and makes 
them tit for cutting, and as tractable as wax- For 
there is nothing known under the Sun, which foft- 
ncth more a hard skin, hair, nailes and ether excre- 
fcencies, than this oyl. And this I did fee down 
therefore, bccatife I know, that many arc fo tor¬ 
mented therewith, that they cannot well endure 
their (hoes upon tlicir feet. But if you coagulate 
this oyl into fait, and melt it in a crucible, and 
powre it out into a flat brafs bafon, that it flow at 
large and may be broken, then yon have the belt 
Caufticum, to open the skin withal where is need. If 
you diflolve crude Tartar with it and coagulate it 
again, you will geta fait which is ufed in manyChy- 
mical operations; and there may be extracted out 
of jt a blood red Tindure with fpirit of wine, 
which proveth very effectual againft all obftrudi- 
ons. 

Alfo every combuftible fulphur maybe eafily dif- 
folved with it, and ufed among bathes, it adethhis 
part admirably. If auv oyl of fpices beboylcd there¬ 
with, then the oyl will diflolve in it, and they turn 
together to a balfomc, which doth mingle it felf 
with water, and is good to be taken inwardly for 
fome infirmities: but women with child muft not 
meddle with it, becaufe it makes them mifearry. 
But after their delivery, it is good to expel after 
burthen and other reliques. But if you boyl Oleum 
lijftti Rbodii with this liquor and rofc water fo long 
till the oyl do incorporate with the liquor and wa= 
ters and then feparatc the wateryfubftance from it, 
you will get a fope as white as fnow, which may be 
ufed for to wall) the hands with it, and it dothfmell 
very well. You may alfo vvafli the head with it ; 
• for it ftrengtheneth the brain and cleanfeth the 
head and hair. This fope may be diftilled, and it 
will yield a penetrating oyl, very good for the fi- 
news and nerves. 

Now as this liquor of Regains Amirnonii foftneth 
the skin, nailes, hair, feathers, horns, and the like, 
and diflolveth them more than any thing in the 
world : In the like manner alfo it hath power to 
diflolve not only metals, but alfo the hardeft Hones, 
but not in that manner which is done by boyling, 
as was mentioned of fulphur, but after another way, 
which is not proper for this place- It fufficeth that 
1 hinted it. The fiery fixed fait nitre may be dif- 
folved with fpirit of fait or vinegar, and fublimed 
into a Terra foh at a. What further can be effe&cd 
with it, doth not belong to this place, and per- 
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chance fome where elfe more (hall be fpoken of it- 

7 o diftil a E’tryrum out of A/.timony^S.ilt mid vitriol fd-r 
imto that, which is made out of Antimony and Mer¬ 
cury fublimate. 

T Ake one part of crude Antimony, two parts of 
common fait, and four parts of vitriol calci¬ 
ned white, beat all to powder and mix them well, 
and fo call it in as you were taught to do with o- 
ther materials, and there will come over a thick 
oyl of Antimony like butter, which may be redi- 
fied like any other oyl, that is made afrerthc com¬ 
mon way with Mercury fiibiimatc, and is alfo the 
fame with it in life, which life you may fee in the 
firft part: the fame alfo may be made better and 
in a greater quantity in the furnace deferibed in the 
firlt part, and alfo with lefs coals and time by the 
help of the open fire, bccaufe it endurctli greater 
heat than in the fecond furnace- 

To diftil Butyrttm of Arfcnich and Orpimcnt. 

A Fter the fame manner as was taught with 
Antimony, there may alfo out of Arfcnick 
and Auripigment together with fait and vitriol a 
thick oyl bcdiltilled, which not only outwardly but 
alfo inwardly is fafe to be ufed, and may be fo 
corroded, that it fhall be nothing at all inferior in 
vertuc unto the butyntm Astimomi , but rather go 
beyond it: which perchance will feem impoflible to 
many. But he that knows the nature and condi¬ 
tion of minerals, will not be aftonilhed at my words, 
but they will be to him as a light in a dark place. 

To make a rare fpirit of vitriol. 

I F common vitriol be diflolved in water, and 
you boyle granulated Zinck in it, all the metal 
and fulphur contained in the vitriol will precipitate 
on the Zinck, and the folution will turn white, 
the precipitated matter is nothing elfe, but iron, 
copper, and fulphur, which the lalt of vitriol did 
contain, and now is drawn from it by the Zinck- 
The reafon why the metal precipitatcth out of the 
fait upon the Zinck, belongeth to the fourth part, 
where you will find it fufficiently explained; The 
white folution, from which the mctallical matter 
is feparated, muft be coagulated to the drynefs of 
fait, and fo by it felf a fpirit diftilled of it, which 
rifeth eafily, and is in tafte and vertuc not unlike 
unto common oyl of vitriol, but only that this is 
a little purer than the common- 

Here perchance many may objeft: you take the 
green from the vitriol, which Pamcdfus doth not 
teach , but bids us to keep it. To which I sn- 
fwer, that I do not teach here to make the fweet 
red oyl of vitriol, whereof Paracdfus hath written, 
but the white acid oyl; which is as good , or ra¬ 
ther much better than the common, which is made 
of the common impure vitriol. To what purpofe 
is it, that you take green vitriol to diftil, whereas 
the green doth not come over, and although that 
green fliould come over, why fliould that oyl be 
better than the white? for the green in the com* 
mon vitriol is nothing elfe but copper and iron, 
which the fait water running through the paflages 
of Metals did diflolve and take into it felf, and 
as foon as fuch a green vitriol feeleth the fire, the 
green turneth into red, which is nothing elfe but 
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a calcined iron or copper? which in the reducing 
by a Itrong fire and by. melting is made manifeft- 
Paracel/ns hath not taught us , that we Ihould 
diive over the green by the force of the fire into 
a red and ftveet oyl, but he hath lhewed us an other 
way, which is found out by few men, whereof in 
the beginning of the fecoud part already hath been 
made mention- 

This fpirit or acid oyl diftilled out of the pu¬ 
rified vitriol) is of a pleafant fowrenefs, and fet v- 
cth for all thofe ufes, which above by the vitriol 
were deferibed. And this procefs is fet down 
onely for that end, that wcmayfee> that when the 
vitriol is pnrifyed, that then it is caller diftilled, and 
yieldcth a more pleafant fpirit, than it it*be yet 
crude and impure. 

And that fuch a purifying of the vitriol is no¬ 
thing elfc but a precipitating of the metal, which 
the water ( as before faid running through the 
veins thereof hath alfumed, is thus to be proved ; 
dillolve any metal in its appropriate Menftruum, 
whether it be done with diitilled acid fpirits or 
fharp faltS) adding common water to them, or elfc 
dry by the fire in a crucible, according as you 
pleafe , and then put into that folution another 
metal, fuch as the diifolvcnt doth fooner feizc on, 
then upon that which it hath alfumed , and then 
you will find) that the difioivent doth let fall the 
alfumed metal or mineral, and falls upon the o- 
ther, which it doth fooner feize on, and dilfol- 
veth it as being more friendly to it of which 
precipitation in the fourth Part lhall be fpokenmore 
at large. 

This one thing more is worthy your obfervation, 
that among all metals there is none more foluble 
than Zinck, and therefore that all the other i as 
well in the dry as in the wet way) may be preci¬ 
pitated thereby and reduced into light calxes,. in 
fo much that the calx of gold or lilver precipita¬ 
ted in this manner (if fo be you proceed well) 
rctaineth its fplendor or glofs, and is like a fine 
powder wherewith you may write out of a pen. 

To make a fubtle fpirit and pleafant op l of Ztncl ^ 

B Ecaufe I made mention here of Zinck) 1 thought 
good not to omit, that there may be made a 
penetrating fpirit and wholcfome oyl out of it by 
the help of vinegar, which is thus to be done. 
Take of the flores (which were taught to be made 
in the fir ft part) one part, put them into a glafs 
( fit for digeftion ) and pour upon them 8, or 10. 
parts of good lliarp vinegar made of honey •> or in 
want thereof take wine vinegar, and fet the glafs 
with the flores and vinegar in a warm place to 
diilblvc, and the folution being performed, 
pour off the clear, which will look yellow and af¬ 
ter you have filtrcd it abftraft the phlegm, and 
there will remain a red liquor or balfomc, to which 
you moll add pure fand, well calcined, and diftill 
it , and firff there will come over an unfavory 
phlegmc, afterward a fubtle fpirit, and at la ft a 
a yellow and red oyl which are to be kept by them- 
feives feparated from the fpirit, as a treafure for 
to heal all wounds very fpeedil'y- The fpiiit is not 
inferior unto the oyl, riot only for inward ufc to pro¬ 
voke fweat thereby,but alfo externally for the quench¬ 
ing of all inllamations, and doubtlefs this fpirit and 
oy] is good for more difeafes, but becaufc its fur¬ 


ther ufe is not known to me yet, I will not write 
of it, but leave the further tryal to others. 

To diftill a fpirit and oyl out of Lead. 

I N the fame manner as was taught of Zinck, 
there may be out of lead alfo diftilled a fub¬ 
tle fpirit and a fweet oyl, and it is done thus: 
Pour ftrong vinegar upon Minium , or any other 
calx of lead, which is made per /e, and not with 
fulphur, let it digeft and diffolvc in fand or warm 
afhes, fo long till the vinegar be coloured yellow 
by the lead, and turned quite fweet. Then pour 
off the clear folution, and pour on other vinegar, 
and let this likewife diffolve, and this repeat fo oft 
ten, till the vinegar will diffolve no more, nor grow 
fweet y then take all thefe folutions, and evaporate 
all the moifture, and there will remain a thick fweet 
yellow liquor, like unto honey, if the vinegar was 
not diftilled, but if it was diftilled and made clear, 
then r,o liquor remaineth, but only a white fwcec 
fait. This liquor or fait may be diftilled after the 
fame manner as was taught with the Zinck, and 
there will conic over not only a penetrating fubtle 
fpirit, but alfo a yellow oyl, which will not be 
much, but very effcftnal, in all the fame ulcs, as 
of the fpirit, and oyl of the Zinck was taught. 

N- B. This is to be obferved, that for to make 
this fpirit and oyl, you need no diftilled fpirit, but 
that it may be done as well with undiftillcd vine¬ 
gar, and the undiftillcd yields more fpirit than the di¬ 
ftilled. But if you look for a white and clear lalt, then 
thevineger muft be diftilled, elfc it doth not (hoot into 
cryftals, butremaincth ayellow liquor like unto honey, 
and it is alfo necdlefs to make the folution in glafles, 
and by digeftion continued for a long time, but it may 
as well be done in a glazed pot, viz., pouring the 
vinegar upon the Mineum in the pot, and boyling 
it on a coal fire ^ for you need not fear that any thing 
of the vinegar will evaporate, in regard that the 
lead keeps all the fpirits, and lets only go an un¬ 
favory phlegm. You muft alfo continually ftir the 
lead about with a wooden fpatulla, elfe it would 
turn to a hard ftone, and would not diffolve: the 
fame muft be done alfo when the folution is done 
in glaffes; and the folution after this way may be 
done in three or four hours: and when both kind 
of folutions are done, there will be no difference 
betwixt them, and 1 think it providently done not 
to fpend a whole day about that which may be done 
in an hour. 

And if you will have this fpirit and oyl better 
and more effectual, you may mix % i- of crude Tar¬ 
tar made into powder with 1b j. of diffolvcd and 
purified lead, and fo diftil it after the fame man¬ 
ner as you do diftil it by it felf, and you will get 
a much fubtler fpirit and a better oyl than if it were 
made alone by it felf. 

To diftil afubtile fpirit and oyl out of crude Tartar. 

M Any think it to be but a fmall matter to make 
the fpirit of Tartar ^ for they fuppofe, that if 
they do but only put Tartar into a retort, and ap¬ 
ply a receiver, and by a ftrong fire force over a wa¬ 
ter, they have obtained their defire : and they do not 
obferve, that in ftcad of a pleafant fubtle fpirit, 
they get but a flunking vinegar or phlegm ; the 
pleafant fpirit being gone. Which fome careful o- 
perators perceiving, they caufed great receivers to 
be made, fuppoling by that means to get the fpirit. 

Now 
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Now when they after the diftillation was done, 
weighed their Ipirits together with the remainder, 
the} found, that they had fuffered great lofs, where¬ 
fore they fuppofed it to be an impoffiblc thing, to 
get all the Ipirits, and to lofc none, and indeed it 
is hardly poilible to be done otherwife by a retort : 
for although yon apply a great receiver to a fmall 
retort, and that there be alfo but a little Tartar in 
it, and the joynts being well luted, fo that nothing 
can pafs through, and though you make alfo the 
fire never fo gentle, hoping to get the fpivitby that 
way, yet for all that you cannot avoid danger and 
lofs- For at laft the retort beginning to be red 
hot, and the black oyl going, then and but then 
the fubtleft fpirics will come forth, which cither 
fteal through the joynts, or clfe do break the re¬ 
tort or receiver, becaufe they come in abundance 
and with great force, and do not fettle ealily : 
wherefore 1 will fet down my way of making this 
moft profitable, and excellent fpirit. 

Ti c preparation and ufc if the fpirit of Tartar. 

T Ake good and pure crude Tartar, whether it 
be red or white, it matters nor, make it in¬ 
to fine powder, and when the diftilling vellcl is red 
hot, then caft in with a ladle half an ounce and no 1 
more at once, and fo loon as the Ipirits arc gone 
forth and fctled, call in another ^ is. and this con¬ 
tinue, till you have fpirit enough, then take out 
the remainder, which will look black, and calcine 
it well in a crucible, and put ic in a glafs retort, and 
pour the fpirit that came over together with the 
black oyl, upon it, drive it in fand at firft gently, 
and the fubtleft fpirits will come overhand after 
them phlegme, at laft a fowre vinegar* toge¬ 
ther with the oyl, whereof you muft get each by 
it felf. But if you defire to have the fubtle fpi¬ 
rit which came over firft, more penetrating yet, 
then you muft take the Caput Afmuttm that ftaid 
in the retort, and make it red hot in a crucible, 
and abftradt the fpirit once more from it, and the 
calcined Tartar will keep the remaining moiftnefs 
or phlegm, and only the fubtleft fpirit will come o- 
ver, which is of a moft penetrating quality, where¬ 
of from half a dram to an ounce taken in wine or 
any other liquor provoketh a quick and ftrong 
fweat, and it is a powerful medicine in all obftru- 
eftions, and moft approved and often tryed in the 
plague, malignant feavers, feurvy, Afelancolia Hy. 
prchondriaca, collick, contrafturc, epilepfy and the 
like difeafes. And not only thefe mentioned dif- 
eafes, but alfo many others more, which proceed 
from corrupt blood under God may fuccefsfully be 
cured with it. 

The phlegm is to be caft away, as unprofitable : 
the vinegar cleanfech wounds: the oyl allayeth fwel- 
ling and pains, and doth cure fcabs, and difperfeth 
knobs that are rifen upon the skin, as alfo other 
excrefcencies of the fame, if it be ufed timely, and 
the ufe thereof be continued. 

N- B. If the black flunking oyl be rectified from 
the calcined Caput Aiortmm , it will be clear and 
fubtle, and it will not only aftwage very fpeedily 
all pains of the gout, but alfo diffolve and expel the 
conglobated gravel in the reines, applyed as a plai¬ 
ner or unguent. In like manner it will dilTolve and 
extrad the coagulated Tartar in the hands, knees 
and feet, fo that the place affeded will be freed 
and made whole thereby: becaufe in fuch a defpi- 
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cable oyl there lyes hid a volatile falc which is of 
great vertuc. But if yon defirc experimentally to 
know whether it be fo, then pour upon this black 
flunking oyl an acid fpirit, as the fpirit of com¬ 
mon fait, or of vitriol or fait nitre, or only diddl¬ 
ed vinegar, and the oyl will grow warm and make 
a noyfc and rife, as if Ap/ta fort it had been pow-, 
red upon ialt of Tartar, and the acid fpirit will 
be mortified thereby, and turn to fait- And this 
well purHed ojl doth dillolve mid ext rad the Tar¬ 
tar out of the joynts funlefs it be gro.vn to a hard 
ftony lhbftancc; even as fope fcowres the unclean- 
iieft out of cloths, or to compare it better, even as 
like receivcrh its like, and is ealily mixed with it, 
and doth love it; but on the contrary, nothing v, ill 
mix it felf with that wherewith it hath no affinity 
at all. As if you would take pitch out of cloth by 
wafhing it with water, which never will be done by 
icafon of the contrary nature; for common water 
hath no affinity with pitch or other fat things, nor 
will it ever be taken out therewith without a media¬ 
tor, partaking of both natures, vis., of the nature 
of pitch and that of the water, and fiich are fi-il- 
phureous falts, and nitrous faks, whether they be 
fixed or volatile- As you may fee at the foap boy- 
lers, who incorporate common water by the help 
of fulphureous falts with fat things, as tallow and 
oyl. But if you take warm oyl or ar.y thin fat fub- 
ftance, and put it upon the pitch orrozin, then the 
oyl eafily acccptcthof and lays hold on its like, and 
j'o the pitch is dillolved and got out of the cloth, 
and the remaining fatnefs of the oyl may be fetcht 
out of the cloth with lye or fope and common water, 
and fo the cloth recovered! its former beauty and 
purenefs. And as it falleth out with fulphureous 
things, fo it doth likewife with Mercurial- For ex¬ 
ample, if you would take the fait out-of powdered 
fleffi or pickled filh with a lixivium it would not fuc- 
ceed, becaufe that the nitrous and acid falts are of 
contrary natures. 

But if upon the powdered flefli or pickled fifli you 
pour on water wherein l'orne of the fame fait 
(wherewithal! the flefh was powdered) is dillolved, 
that fait water will extraft the fait out of the flefli, 
as being its like, much more than common fweec 
water, wherein there is no fait. 

In this manner the hardeft things alfo, as ftones 
and metals, may be joyned or united with water, 
whereof mere in my other books are extant; it is 
ncedlefs here therefore to relate- I gave a hint of 
it, only for to Jhew, that always like with like muft 
be extracted. True it is that one Contrary can 
mortifie another, and take the corrofivencfs from it, 
whereby the pains for a time areafTwaged, but whe¬ 
ther the caufe of the difeale it felf be eradicated 
thereby, isaqueftion- 

Here may be objected, that I make a difference be¬ 
tween the fulphureous and Mercurial falts, whereas 
neither Mercury nor fulphur apparently is to be 
feen in either. It is true, he that doth not under- 
ft3nd nor know the nature of falts, is not able to 
apprehend it. And I have not time now to de- 
monftrate it, but the fame is fhewed at large in my 
book dc Natttra falinm y that fomc of them are fiil- 
phurcous, and fomc Mercurial: buc he that looks 
for a further direction yet, let him read my book 
de Sympatbia & Anti pat hi.i rerum , wherein he ft.all 
find it demonftrated that from the Creation of the 
World to the time prefent, there were always two 
contrary natures fighting one againft the other, 
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which fight will continue fo long till the Mediator ■ 
betwixt "God and Man, the Lord Jefus Chrift lhall 
put an end unto this ftrife, when he fhall come to 
feparate the good from the bad, by whofe light¬ 
ning and fire flame the proud and hurtful fuperflu- 
ousfulphur fhall be kindled and confumed : the pure 
Mercurial being left in the center. 

How to makp prctious fpirits and oyh out of Tartar 
jaiied with tamerals and metals, 

T Akc any metal or mineral, dilfolve it in a fit 
menlliuum, mix it with a due proportion of 
crude Tartar, fo that the crude Tartar being made 
into powder together with the folution make up a 
pap a it were •, then at once call in one fpoonful 
of it, and diftil it into a fpirit and oyl, which after 
the diftillation mull be feparated by rectification, 
for to keep each by its felf for its proper ufe. 

The iff of the metallized fpirit and oyl of Tartar 

T His Tartarized fpirit of metals is of fuch a 
condition, that it readily performed! its ope¬ 
ration according to the ftrength of the fpirit, and 
the nature of the metal or mineral, whereof it is 
made. For the fpirit and oyl of Gold and Tar¬ 
tar is good for to corroborate the heart, and to 
keep out its enemies: the fpirit of lilver and tar¬ 
tar doth ferve for the brain ; that of Mercury and 
Tartar, for the liver: of lead and tin for the 
fpleen and lungs : of iron and copper for the reins 
and feminary veflels: that of Antimony and Tar¬ 
tar for all accidents and infirmities of the whole 
body •, and thefe metallical fpirits made with Tar¬ 
tar , provoke fweat exceedingly, whereby many 
malignities are expelled out of the body. Like- 
wife alfo the oyl hath its operation, though this 
of fcveral metals, as of Mercury and Copper, is 
not well to be ufed inwardly , becaufe it caufeth 
falivations and ftrong vomits. But externally they 
are very good for to cleanfe all putrid ulcers, and 
to lay a good and firm ground for healing them. 

The remainder, whereof the fpirit and oyl is di- 
flilled, you may take out, and reduce it in a cruci¬ 
ble into a metal, fothat what is not come over, may 
not be loft, but made to ferve again.. 

And as yon were taught to diftil fpirits and oyls 
out of dilfolved metals and crude Tartar ; fo you 
may get them likewife out of common vitriol and 
Tartar, viz. thus, take one part,of Tartar made 
into powder, two parts of good pure vitriol, mix 
them well together, and diftil a lpirit of them, 
which though it be unpleafant to take, for all that 
in all cbftnuTionsand corruption of blood whatfoever 
it is not to bedefpifed, but very fuccefsfully perform¬ 
eth its operation •, efpecially when it is rectified from 
its Caput Morttntm , and fo freed from its phlegm ; 
and its belt vertue, which confifteth in the vola¬ 
tility, be not loft in the diftilling. 

N. 15 - But if you will have this fpirit more ef¬ 
fectual, then you may join Tartar and vitriol by 
boyling them together in common water, and cry- 
ftallizing i and then call it in, and diftil it, and 
there will come over a much purer and more pe¬ 
netrating fpirit ; becaufe that in the folution and 
coagulation of both, many fxces were feparated : 
but if to one part of vitriol you take two parts 
of Tartar, ar.d dilfolve it together,, and fo filter 
and coagulate it, then the Tartar with the vitriol 


will flioot no more, but there remaineth a thick 
liquor like unto honey , out of which with fpirit 
of wine there may be extracted a good tincture 
againft obftruCtions. This liquor taken from 3 i. 
to'oh doth purge very gently, and fometimes it 
caufeth a vomit, efpecially if the vitriol was not 
pure and good: and it may be alfo diftilled into 
a fpirit not inferiour unto the former in vertue. 
Befides the way above taught, there is yet ( for 
to diftil a metallized fpirit of Tartar ) another 
way, whereby feveral metals and minerals may 
be reduced into pleafant fpirits and oyls, and of 
more vertue, and it is done in this manner- 

Take of the Tartar of white Rhenifh wine made 
into powder, pour upon ic fweet rain or running 
water, fo that to ft j- of tartar there be ft x. or 
ft xij. of water, or fo much that the tartar may 
be dilfolved by it in the boyling, and then boyl 
the mixture with the water in a tinned kettle, or 
which is better, in a glazed pot, until it be quite 
dilfolved, and in the mean while take off the skum 
(with a wooden skimmer) ftill as it rifeth in the 
boyling: and when no more skum rifeth, and all 
the tartar is dilfolved, then pour the folution thus 
hot through a linnen cloth , tyed ftraight on an 
earthen glazed vefiel, that the remaining fliminefs 
may be feparated. The tartar water being ftrain- 
ed, let it ftand for 2+- or 30. hours without Hir¬ 
ing, and there will Hick a cryftallized tartar to 
the lides of the vefiel, which after the water is 
poured off may be taken out, and waflied with cold 
water, and then dryed. 1 his purified tartar keep, 
until 1 dial] teach you, what further is to be done 
with it; and this tartar is pure enough for the 
above faid purpofe, viz. to reduce metals into oyl 
with it, as fiiall follow anon. It is alfo good ta¬ 
ken of it felf for an abfterfive to make the body 
foluble- But if you defire to have ic yet whiter 
and fairer and in great Cryftals, you muft pro¬ 
ceed thus. 

You muft know this that all Halts, if they fhall fhoot 
into great cryftals, there muft be a great quantity 
of them, for of little there comes but little. And 
if you will make great and fair white cryftals of 
tartar, which will be no better than the former, 
but only pleafant to the eye, then' you muft pro¬ 
ceed in this manner- 

Take of white tartar made into powder about 
ten or thirty ft. pour fo much water upon it, as 
is needful for to dilfolve it, and boyl it by a ftrong 
fire in a tinned kettle, until all the tartar be dif- 
folved, which you may know by ftirring in it with 
a wooden ladle, and skim off diligently all the 
filth riling on the water •, and you muft take heed, 
that you take neither too much nor too little wa¬ 
ter to it; for if you take too little, part of the 
tartar will remain undiftolved, and fo will be caft 
away and loft among the (lime: _ but if you take 
too much of ic, then the tartar is too much dif- 
fperfed in the water, and cannot fhoot well, and 
fo will likewife be loft, being caft away afterwards 
with the water. For 1 have heard many a one com¬ 
plain, that they could get but little of a pound, 
and therefore fuppofed the tartar to have been 
naught, whereas the fault was not in the tartar, but 
in die workman, that managed not well his work, 
pouring away one half which did not fhoot with the 
water: but if you proceed well, then four pound of 
common tartar will yield ft iij-of pure white cryftals. 
The folution being well made, and no skim more 
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riling at the top, coyer the kettle, and let it cool 
without removing from the warm-place it Hands 
in, which will be done within three or four dayes, 
if the kettle be bigg. Rut the fire mull be taken 
away from under the kettle, and fo let it Hand 
for the time mentioned. In the mean while the Tar¬ 
tar will cryltallife to the fides of the kettle, which’ 
cryltals after the time is expired, and the water 
poured off, are to be taken out and wafhed and 
boyled again with frdh water, and fo skimmed and 
cryftallifed ; and this proceeding mull be Hill rei¬ 
terated, untill (which is done the third or fourth 
time) the cryltals are white enough : then take them 
out, dry and keep them for ufe ; whereof from 5 j. 
to 5 j- made into powder, and taken in wine, beer, 
warm broth or other liquor, will give fome gen¬ 
tle ftooles, and ferveth for thofe, which cannot 
endure llrong phylick. This tartar may be fharp- 
ned with Diagridium or any other purging drug, 
that fo you need not take it in fo great a quanti¬ 
ty at once, but a IclTer dofe may ferve turn. But 
if you do not look for great cryltals, but on¬ 
ly for Tartar well purified, then you may ufe this 
following manual, and you will get exceeding fair 
and gliftcring little cryltals, which need no beating 
into powder, but by the working come to be fo 
pure and tine, as if they had been ground upon a 
llonc, and looking not like a dead powder, but 
having a glofs, like unto final 1 gliftcring fnow that 
fell in very cold weather, and it is done thus: when 
the cryltals are come to be pure enough by often 
dillolving and coagulating, then dilfolve them once 
again in pure water, and pour the folution into 
a clean velfel of wood, copper, or earth being glaf- 
ed y and let it not Hand ftill (as above taught with 
the cryltals) but as foon as it is powred in, with 
a clean wooden flick ftirr about continually with¬ 
out ceafing, till all be cold, which will be done in 
half an houre. In this ftirring the Tartar hath no 
time to Ihoot into cryltals, but doth coagulate into 
the fmalleft gliftering powder, pleafant to behold, 
and like unto frozen fnow fettleth at the bottom 
of the vellel y then pour off the water, and dry the 
powder, and keep it for ufe- The waters which 
you poured ofr, in regard that they contain yet 
fome Tartar, ought not to be call away (as others 
do) but evaporated, and the Tartar contained in 
them will be faved, and fo nothing will be loft, 
and in this manner not only white Tartar may be 
reduced into clear cryltals, but alfo the red being 
feveral times dilfolved and cryftallized, lofeth its 
rednefs, and turneth white and clear. Befides the 
abovefaid, there is another way to reduce the Tar¬ 
tar into great white cryltals at once by precipita¬ 
tion y but thefe being good enough for our pur- 
pofe, viz., to make good medicines out of me¬ 
tals, I hold it needlefs to loofe more time by the 
relation of it, andfol will acquiefce. 

Another way to make a met alii fed fpirit of Tar at r. 

HTAke of purified Tartar dilfolved and coagulated 
but once, as much as you pleafe, pour fo much 
rain or other fweet water to it as will ferve to dif- 
folve it; in which folution you mult boyl plates 
of metals, until the Tartar have dilfolved enough 
of it, fo that it will dilfolve no more-, the fign 
whereof is, when the folution is deep coloured of 
the metal, and during your boyling you mult often 
fupply the evaporated water with pouring on of o- 
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ther, left the Tartar come to be too dry and burn; 
and this folution may be done belt of all in a me- 
tallical velfel; as when you will make the folution 
of iron , you may do it in an iron pot ; and 
for copper you may take a copper kettle, and fo forth 
for other metals, a velfel made of the fame is to 
be taken. But you mull know that gold, lilver, 
and crude Mercury, unlefs they be firft prepared 
cannot be dilfolved like iron and copper, but when 
they are prepared firft for the purpofe, then they 
will alfo be dillolved. In like manner fome mine¬ 
rals alfo mult be firft prepared, before they can be 
dilfolved with Tartar and water. But if you can 
have good glafies or glazed veflels of earth, you 
may ufe them for all metals and minerals for to 
dilfolve them therein, and the folution you may not 
only ufe of it felf for a medicine, but alfo diftill it, 
and make a very efieftual fpirit and oyl of it as 
followeth. 

To diflill the fpirit and oyl of Lead and Tin. 

T Ake the filings of Lead and Tin, and boyl them 
with the water or folution of Tartar in a lea¬ 
den or tin vellel, until! the Tartar be fweetned by 
the water, fo that it will dilfolve no more, to 
which pafs it will be brought within twenty four 
hours, for both thefe metals will be dilfolved buc 
flowly, but if you would perform this folution foo- 
ner, then you muft reduce the metals firft into a 
foluble calx, and then they may be dilfolved in lefs 
time than an hour. The folution being done, you 
muft (litre it, and in B. abftraft all the moi- 
fture to the thicknefs or confiftency of honey, and 
there will remain a pleafant fweet liquor, which of 
it felf with out any further preparation may fafe- 
ly beufed inwardly for all fuch difeafes, for which 
other medicaments, made of thefe metals are ufe- 
ful- Efpecially the fweet liquor of lead and tin do- 
eth much good in the Plague, not only by driving 
the poyfon front the heart by fweating, but alfo by 
breaking or allaying the intolerable heat, fo that a 
happy cure doth follow upon it: but externally the 
liquor of lead may be ufed fuccesfully in all inflamma¬ 
tions, and it healeth very fuddenly, not only freflt 
wounds, but alfo old ulcers turned to fiftulaes; for 
the Tartar cleanfeth, and lead confolidates. 

The liquor of tin is better for inward ufe than for 
outward whofe operation is not fo fully known yet, 
as that of lead. But if you will diftil a fpirit there¬ 
of, then call it in with a ladle by little and little, 
as above in other diftillations oftentimes was men¬ 
tioned, and there will come over a fubtle fpirit of 
tartar, carrying along the vertue and belt elfence of 
the metal , and therefore doth alfo prove much more 
effectual than the common fpirit of tartar, which 
is made alone by it felf, and this fpirit as well 
that which is made of tin, as that of lead, if it be well 
dephlegmed firft, may be ufed and held for a great 
treafurcin all obftrueftions, efpecially of the Spleen ; 
and few other medicines will go beyond them ; but 
befides there muft not be negleftcd the ufe of good 
purging medicines, if need require them. With 
the fpirit there cometh over all'o an oyl, which is 
of a quick operation, efpecially in wounds and fores 
of the eye, where other oyntments and plaifters may 
not fo fitly be ufed, for it doth not only allay the 
heat and inflammation, a common fymptome of the 
eye wounds, but alfo doth hinder and keep back all o- 
ther fymptomes which few other medicaments, are a- 
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bfctodoiand for the refidue, if it be driven further by 
the ft rouge ft lire, then there will come over a Subli¬ 
mate, which in the airdifl'olveth into.oyl, which is alio 
of a powerful operation , not only in phyfick, but 

alfo in AI thy my. . . . . Vo 

And the Lead runcth together into a fair vylute he< 
aulas which is much whiter, purer and fairer than 
ocher common lead: but the tartar rctaines the black- 
nefs and raifetli it fclfto the top as a fufible drofs, 
uliich is impregnated with the fulphurof lead, wheie- 
witli you may colour hair, bones, feathers and the 
like, and make them to be, and remain brown and 

V made tryal once of fuch a dillillation in an 
iron vditi, whereby the fame in the iiiiide was fo 
whitened by the pnrified lead, that it was like unto 
fine (ilver in brightnefs: .which aiterwaids trying 
a°ain, it would not fall fo fair as at firlt j where¬ 
at none ought to wonder, for 1 could write fomc- 
thin<> more (if it wcie fit) of tartar, knowing well 
what may be cfieCted with it, if 1 did not (land 
in fear of feeders, which vilify all what they do 
r.ot underftand. 1 durft prelume to call tartar the 
gone of the Philofophers •, for in the cleanfing of 
fome metals, by long experience 1 tound it of ad¬ 
mirable vertuc; though I would not be unclcrhood 
thus, as if I did count it to be the true Az.oth nm- 
lerfalis Phllofophontm , whereby they wafh their La¬ 
ron: but I cannot deny, but that it is of particu¬ 
lar ufe for the walking and cleanfing of feveral me- 
tals ^ for it is indued with admit ab,e \citues foi 
the ufe of metals, whereof in other places more lhall 
be faid hereafter. 

J-Iuxv to make a Tartarifed fpirit and oy!e out of 
Iron or Steel and Copper . 

I F you intend to make a good medicine out of 
iron or fteel or copper joyned with tartar, then 
for the iron or fteel take an iron pot, and for 
copper a kettel of copper, make them very clean 
and put in it the filings of iron, or fteel, or cop¬ 
per, which you pleafe, and twice as much of pure 
tartar made into powder, and fo much .water, that 
the tartar may be diflolved well by it in the boyl* 
i n a, and fo boyl the metal with the tartar-water fo 
long, till it be deeply coloured by the metal, as red 
by "the iron, and deep green by the copper j and 
when the water in the boy ling doth wafte, you muft 
ftill fupply it with other, that the tartar may not 
burn ; for there muft be alwayes fo much water , 
that no skin of the tartar may rife at the top, 
but that it remain always open , and there muft 
not be too much water neither, left it be too fweet, 
and not able to dill'olve the metal. The folution o: 
iron or fteel being come to be red and fweet, anc. 
in tafte like unto vitriol, but green and bitter of 
copper, pour it off warm by inclination into an 
other* clean vcffel, and let it Hand fo long again in 
a very gentle heat of coals, till alrnoft all the wa¬ 
ter be evaporated, and the dilfolved metal with the 
tartar remain in the coniiftency of honey. 

Which metallical liquor may be uied inwardly 
and outwardly (efpedally that of iron) which doth 
purge gently, and openeth the obftruCtions of the 
[ iver and Spleen: clcanfcth the Stomach, and kil- 
leth Worms: externally ufed it is a good wound 
balfonie, and goes far beyond all fuch as are made 
of vegetables- It is a lingular treafure, not only for 
to cure new wounds-, but alfo for to deanfe and 
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heal old corrupt exulcerated fores, turned to fiftu- 
laes; but the liquor of copper is not fo fafe for to be 
ufed inwardly, lor it is not only very unpleafant in 
tafte, but alfocaufeth vehement vomits: and there¬ 
fore I would not advife any one to be forward to 
ufe it, unlefs it be for ftrong folks and for to kill 
.worms in them, for which purpofe it is excellent 
good and furpaffeth all other medicines vvhatfoe- 
ver j but to little children it ought not to be given 
at all, in regard that it is of far too ftrong an o- 
peration for them. 

N- B. And if you will ufe it to ftrong bodies a- 
gainft the worms or ftomach-agues, you muft ob¬ 
serve that the patient (in cafe that he cannot get 
it up) thruft his finger into the throat to further 
the vomiting, that it may not ftay behind , but 
come forth again out of the body, which done 
health followeth upon it •, but if it remain in the 
body, itcaufcth a loathfomenefs to ufe it any more. 
And therefore you muft take heed to ufe it warily: 
and in regard that this liquor is very bitter, you 
may mix it with fome fngar, to facilitate the ta¬ 
king thereof-, but that of iron needeth no fuch 
correction , it being fweet enough of it feif, and 
therefore 1 commend and prefer it before the o- 
ther : but if you will needs have that of copper (be- 
eaufc it worketh fo ftrongly ) then the Patient 
muft keep in from the cold aire, and not prefent- 
y after the operation load the ftomach with ftrong 
drink and fuperlluity of meat, contenting himfeif 
with fome warm broth and a little cup or wine or 
aecr, and the next day his meat and drink will 
tafte the better with him, and do him fo much 
the more good. 

But externally, this liquor is of the fame ufe 
with that of iron or fteel, yea, proveth more ef¬ 
fectual and fpeedier in healing. It would be good 
that Surgeons knew how to prepare it, and would 
ufe it inftead of their falves, wherewith many frefh 
wounds are fpoyled and turned into horrid ulcers, 
efpecially it requiring fo little coft and pains to 
make it. And if you would have tlicfc liquors pu¬ 
rer yet, you muft pour on fpirit of wine, and ex-- 
traCt them, and they will eafily yield their tin- 
ture, and leave many feces behind which are good 
for nothing: but the tinCture will be fo much the 
better, purer, and more effectual, fo that you need 
ufe but four or five drops for purging, whereas 
of the grofs liquor you muft have from 4, 6, 8. 
to 12- or 16. drops: and this extracted tinCture 
worketh alfo much better externally, and keepech. 
longer than the balfome or liquor, which in time 
is corrupted, but the extraction is never fpoiled. 
But if you will diftil the liquor or balfome, it is 
needlefs that it be extracted firft, but may be di- 
ftilled fo as the boyling made it, after the fame 
manner, as above was taught for Lead, and there 
will come over a yellow fpirit and oyl from iron or 
fteel, and from copper a greenilh fpirit and oyl. 

The fpirit and oyl of iron may fafely be ufed 
in the plague, feavers, obftruCtions, and corruption 
of blood, from 3 i- to 5 i- It is much better to 
provoke fweat, than that which is made of crude 
Tartar, without addition of a metal: the like doth 
that alfo which is made of copper and more ef¬ 
fectually yet, and fometimes caufcth a vomit, if it 
be ufed in a greater quantity, than is fitting. 

N.B. Although the Chymifts do prefer copper 
before iron, as a more firm and ripe metal, never- 
thelefs it is found by experience, that iron or 
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fteel by reafon of its fweetnefs is better to be 
ufed for an inward medicine than copper. But 
for external ufe, copper (if it be well prepared) 
hath the preheminence, being an appropriate me¬ 
dicine for all ulcers and open fores, in all the parts 
of the body, if the fame inwardly be kept clean 
by fitting purges. For not only the now dcfcri- 
bed medicine, but alfo many more befides, are 
taught to be made out of copper in other places 
of my books. 

A Country - phyfick and purge I will teach for 
thofe , which either live far from Apothecary- 
ftops, or have no money to fpare for phyfick^ 
and it is to be made out of iron and copper, 
whereby they may cleanfe their flimy ftomachs, 
fpoyled by a diforderly dyet, whence head-aches, 
worms, agues, and other difeafes are occafioned, 
warning withal thofe that are either too old or too 
young, or elfe decayed and weak, and fo not ftrong 
enough for fuch powerful phyfick, that they will 
forbear to ufe it, left befides the worms, they kill 
and expel life it felf alfo •, but thofe that are of 
a ftrong conftitution, and a middle age, and of a 
found heart, may fafely ufe this purge, whereby 
ftomach-agues, belly-worms, and may other occult 
difeafes may be cured with good fuccefs- The pre¬ 
paration is done thus: Take 5 Is. of pure tartar 
made into powder, & 5 ft- or 5 j. of fugar or honey, 
and 5 V. or ijvj. of fpring or rain water, put all 
into a clean copper veflel which is not greafy, and 
boyl it upon a coal fire as long or fomewhat long¬ 
er than you ufe to boyl an egg, or at the furtheft 
half a quarter of an hour; take off* the skum in 
boyling, let it ftand till it be milk-warm, fo that 
it may be drunk. This potion tafting almoft like 
warm wine fweetned with fugar, give unto the 
patient to drink, and let him faft upon it, and 
within half an hour it will begin to work upwards 
and downwards; whereat you need not be amazed, 
but only keep the body warm, and within an hour 
it will have done working. But if you will drive 
out worms from little children by purging, then 
inftead of the copper-veflel, take a clean iron-vef- 
fel, and put in a lefs quantity of tartar, fugar and 
water, and boyl it as abovefaid, and give it to them, 
and it will purge only downward, but fometimes it 
will alfo give a gentle vomit, which will do them 
no hurt, but rather will cleanfe the ftomach the 
better. But if the drink be too weak, fo that it 
doth not work, it may be ufed again the next day 
( but you muft take more of the ingredients, or 
elfe let them boyl longer) there is no danger in 
it at all,- if you proceed aright, and it is much 
pleafanter to take, than the bitter worm-feed, where¬ 
with they ufually torment children- 

The reafon why this decoftion works in this 
manner is, that the tartar and fugar being boyled ( 
in metallical veflels with water, work upon the me= 
tal, and extract vertue out of it, which caufeth 
vomiting and purging fthe Tartar alfo being help¬ 
ful to ir .) 

How to make a Tartarifed fpirit of Mercury . 

V Ulgar Mercury cannot be diffolved like the 
former metals with tartar and water, with¬ 
out any foregoing preparation; but muft be fubli- 
med firft with fait and vitriol, or cryftallifed with 
Acpua fortis^ and then it may be diffolved by boyl¬ 
ing with tartar and water, and reduced into a 


balfame , like other metals, but is not to be ufed 
inwardly, unlefs it be digefted a fufficient time, 
fo that its fiercenefs be allayed: Externally it may 
fafely be ufed in all defperate, cfpccially venereal 
fores, and it is a very effectual and profitable me¬ 
dicine for them. But moft of all it doth ferve 
for Alchymy, although few do know this gueft, 
becaufe he will not be feen by every one. The 
fpirit which comes over from it by diftillation, is 
an admirable thing not only in phyfick, but alfo 
in Alchymy: yet you muft take heed, that inftead 
of a friend, you do not harbor a great enemy : 
for its force and vertue is very great and powerful. 

How to make a Tartarifed fpirit of Gold and Silver. 

G Old and filver alfo can by no means be dif- 
folvcd with tartar in a wet way: but in a 
dry way adding its helper to it, it will eafily dif- 
folvc, which doth not belong hither \ but if you 
will draw a fpirit of it, then the gold and filver 
muft firft by diflolving and coagulating be reduced 
to cryftals, and- then difiolved with purifyed tar¬ 
tar and water, and of Gold you will get a yel¬ 
low folution, and of filver a white inclining unto 
green, which being reduced to the confiftency of 
honey, may be ufed fafely and without fear. The 
folution of Gold doth loofen and keep the body 
open ■, it effectually ftrengtheneth the ftomach, 
heart, lungs, and liver, and other principal mem¬ 
bers : and that of filver purgeth very forcibly, 
according to the quantity given, like another purge* 
but without harm or danger, fo that in all difeafes 
where purging is neceffary, it may be ufed fafely 
from 9 i. to 3 A but that of gold is ufed in a 
fmaller quantity: and both the liquor of gold 
and of filver may very fuccefsfully be ufed exter¬ 
nally: but becaufe for external ufes inferiour me« 
tals will ferve the turn, it is needlcfs to ufe coft- 
ly things thereto. 

The fpirit which is forced from it by diftilla- 
tion, is endued with great vertue : for the vola¬ 
tile part of the metal cometh over - joyned with 
the fpirit of tartar, the remainder may be redu¬ 
ced , fo as it was taught of other metals. This 
fpirit, efpecially that of Gold, is exceeding good 
in the plague and other difeafes, where l'weating 
is neceffary: for it driveth not only by fweating, 
all Malignities from the Heart, but alfo doth 
ftrengthen the fame, and preferveth it from all 
hurtful fymptomes. Likcwife alfo that of filver is 
very commendable, efpecially if it be firft dephleg- 
med from its Caput Mart turn , as above was taught 
in the preparation of the common fpirit of tartar. 
For any Phyfitian expert in Chymiltry rnay eafily 
guefs what the fpirit of tartar well reCtifyedland im¬ 
pregnated with the vertues of gold may effect, and 
therefore it is needlefs to make any further men¬ 
tion of it, but it lhall be left to the tryal thereof. 

To make a Tartarifed fpirit of Antimony, 

C Rude Antimony cannot be diffolved in fuch a 
manner as above hath been taught: but if it 
be firft prepared into flores, or a vitrum, it yield- 
eth eafily its vertue in boyling, and it is done 
thus: Take to one patt of the flores or of fmall 
ground vitrum Antimonii made per fe , three parts 
of pure tartar, and 12. or 15. parts of clean wa¬ 
ter, boyl the Antimony with the tartar and vva- 
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ter in a glazed pot for three or four hours, and 
the evaporated water mull be Hill fupplyed with 
other that the tartar may not burn for want of 
water, and the vitrum mull be fometimes ftirred 
about with a wooden fpatula (which the flores 
being light do not need ): This done , the tartar 
water will be deep red coloured by the Antimony, 
and leave the remaining Antimony fettled in the 
bottom, from which pour off the folution, and af¬ 
ter having filtred it, evaporate the water from, it, 
and then cxtrafl it once more with fpirit of wine, 
and you will get a blood-red Extracium, whereof 
1, 2,3. to io- or 12. drops given at once, caufeth 
gentle vomits and Itools, which maybe fafely ufcd 
by old and young in all difeafes that have need 
of purging, and you need not tear any danger at 
all: For 1 know no vomit, which purgeth more 
gently than this, and if you pleafe, you may make 
it work only ( per inferiora ) downward, fo that it 
fhallcaufe no vomits at all: and you need do nothing 
elfe but make a toall of brown bread, and hold 
it hot to your nofe and mouth, and when this is 
a 1 moll cold, have another hot in readinefs, and 
fo ufe one after another by turns, till you feel no 
more loathing, and that the vertue of Antimony 
hath begun to work downward: This is a good 
fecret for thofe that would ufe Antimonial phy- 
fick, but that they are affiraid of vomiting, which 
they arc not able to endure. But if you will 
not fpend fo much pains, as to make fuch an Ex¬ 
tract , then do as you was taught above to do 
with the copper, and take ten or twelve grains 
of prepared Antimony for an old body , but for 
a young one 5, 6. grains or more or lefs according 
to the condition of the perfon, and 1J fs. or 0 vj. of 
pure tartar, and together with § iiij. or 3 v. of wa¬ 
ter put it in a little pipkin, and boyl it a quarter 
of an hour, then pour the folution only into a cup, 
and difolve a little fugar in it, whereby the acidity 
of the Tartar will be l'omewhat qualified. The de- 
cottum drink warm, and keep your felf as it is fit, 
and it will work much better, than it if had been 
fteeped over night in wine, which not every one 
can abide to take falling j but this decottum , be- 
canfe it- tafleth like warm and fweet wine, is much 
pleafanter to take. 

N- B- It is to be admired, that well prepared An¬ 
timony is never taken in vain: for although it be 
given in a very fmall quantity, fo that it cannot 
caufe either Itools. or vomits, yet it worketh infen- 
fibly, vis., it cleanfeth the blood, and expelleth ma¬ 
lignities by fweat, fo that mighty difeafes may be 
rooted out thereby without any great fenfible ope¬ 
ration. Which many times hapned unto me, and 
gave me occafion to think further of it; and there¬ 
fore 1 fought how to prepare Antimony fo, that it 
might be ufed daily without cauling of vomits or llools, 
which 1 put in execution accordingly, and found it 
good, as afterward lhall follow. 

Of the folution above deferibed, viz. of the flores 
of Antimony with tartar make a good quantity, 
and after the evaporation of the water diltill a fpi¬ 
rit of it, and there will alfo come over a black oyl, 
which mult be feparated from the fpirit, and redti- 
fied per fe ; and externally applyed it will not only do 
the fame wonderful operations, which above have 
been aferibed to the Ample oyl of tartar, but it 
gocth alfo far beyond it, for the belt eflencc of An¬ 
timony hath joyned it felf thereunto in the diltil- 
ling and lo doubled the vertue of the oyl of Tar¬ 


tar ; and this oyl may with credit be ufed not on¬ 
ly for all podagrical tumors to allay them very rea¬ 
dily, but alfo by ,reafon of its drynefs it doth con- 
fume all other tumors in the whole body, whether 
they be caufed by wind or water: for the vola¬ 
tile fait by reafon of its fubtlety, conveycth the 
vertue of Antimony into the innerrnoll parts of the 
body in a marvellous and incredible way, whereby 
much good can be performed in Chyrurgery. 

As for the fpirit, you may not only ufe it very 
fuccefsfully, in the Plague, Pox, Scurvy, Melancho¬ 
lia Hypochondi iaca, Feavers, and other obflrudtions 
and corruptions of blood, but alfo if you put fome 
of it into new wine or beer, and let it work with it, 
the wine or beer comes to be fo vertuous there¬ 
by , that if it be daily ufed, it doth Hay and keep 
olF all difeafes proceeding from fuperfluous humors 
and corrupted blood, fo that neither Plague, Scur¬ 
vy, Melancholia Hypochondriaca , or any other di- 
feafe of that kind can take root in thofe that dai¬ 
ly ufe it, wherein no metal or mineral (except gold) 
can be parallel’d with it: but in cafe you have no 
convcniency to make that fpirit, and yet you 
would willingly have fuch a medicinal drink made 
of Antimony, then take but of the folution made 
with tartar, before it be diftilled, and put tfc> j. or 
lb j fs. of it into iS. or 20. gallons of new wine or 
beer, and let it work together, and the vertue of 
the Antimony by the fermentation of the wine will 
grow the more volatile and efficacious to work. And 
if you cannot have new wine (in regard that it doth 
not grow every where) you may make an artifici¬ 
al wine of Honey, Sugar, Pears, Figs, Cherries or 
the like fruit, as in the following third part fliall 
be taught, which may Hand in Head of natural 
1 Wine. 

Thefe medicinal wines fer-ve for a fure and fafe 
prefervative, not only to prevent many difeafes, but 
alfo if they have poffelTed the body already, effedu- 
ally to oppofe and expel them. Alfo all external 
open fores (which by daubing and plaiftering could 
not be remedied ) by daily drinking thereof may 
be perfectly cured. For not only Baft Hits Valenti¬ 
nus, and Theophrafius Paracelfus , but many more be¬ 
fore and after them knew it very well, and have 
written many good things of it, which few did en¬ 
tertain, and (becaufe their defeiiption was fome- 
what dark) moll defpifed and defamed them for 
untruths. 

In like manner, and much more may this my wri¬ 
ting be lightly elteemed of, becaufe I do not fee down 
long and coltly procefles, but only according to 
truth, and in fiaiplicity do labour to ferve my neigh¬ 
bour, which doth not found well in the ears of the 
proud world, which rather tickle and load them- 
felves with vain and unprofitable procefles, than 
harken unto the truth; and it is no wonder, that 
God fuftereth fuch men, which only look after high 
things, and defpife fmall things, to be held in Er¬ 
ror. 

Why do we look to get our Medicines by trou¬ 
bling our brains, & by fubtlc and tedious works,where* 
as God through Ample nature doth teach us other- 
wife- Were it not better to let Ample nature inltruft 
us ? furely if we would be in love with fmall things, we 
fliould find great ones. But becaufe all men do ftrive 
only for great and high things, therefore the fmall al¬ 
fo are kept from them ; and therefore it would be 
well, that we could fancy this maxim, that alfo 
things of fmall account can. do fomething, as we 
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may fee by Tartar and defpicable Antimony, and 
not only fo many coals, glaffes, materials, and the 
like, but alfo the pretious time would not be waft¬ 
ed fo much in preparing of medicaments: for all 
is not gold that gliftereth, but oftentimes under a 
homely coat fome glorious thrng is hid 5, which 
ought to be taken notice of. 

Some may objeft why do I teach to joyn the An¬ 
timony firft with the Tartar by the'help of com¬ 
mon water before its fermentation with the wine: 
whether it would not be as good to put it in of it 
felf in powder, or to diffolve it with fpirit of fait 
(which would be eafier to do than with Tartar) 
and fo let it work ? To which I anfwer, that the 
working wine or drink, receiveth no metallical calx 
or folution, unlefs it be firft prepared with tartar or 
fpirit of wine. For although you diffolve Antimony, 
or any other metal or mineral in fpirit of fait, or 
of vitriol, or of fait nitre, or any other acid fpi¬ 
rit, and then think to let it work with wine or 
any other drink, you will find that it doth not 
fucceed 5 for the acid fpirit will hinder the fermen¬ 
tation , and let fall the dilfolvcd metals, and fo 
fpoyl the work ; and befidcs, Tartar may be ufed 
among all drinks, and doth more agree with ones 
tafte and ftomach, than any corrofive fpirit. 

In the fame manner as was taught of Antimony , 
other minerals and metals alfo may be fitly joyned 
with wine or other drink, and the ufe of fuch An- 
timonial wine is this, w. that it be drank at meals 
and betwixt meals like other ordinary drink to 
quench thirft, but for all that, it muft not be drank 
in a greater quantity, than that Nature be able to 
bear it. For if you would drink of it immoderate¬ 
ly, it would excite vomits, which ought not to be, 
for it is but only to work in an infenfible way , 
'which if it be done, it preferveth not only the bo¬ 
dy from all difeafes proceeding from corrupted im= 
pure blood, as the Plague, Leprofy, Pox, Scurvy, 
and the like, but by reafon of its hidden heat, 
whereby it doth confume and expel all evil and fait 
humors ( as the Sun dryeth up a pool) by fweat 
and urine, and fo doth unburthen the blood from 
all fuch lharp and hurtful humors, &c. It doth 
not only cure the abovefaid difeafes, but alfo all 
open fores, ulcers, fiftulaes, which by reafon of the 
fuperfluity of fait humors can admit of no healing, 
and it doth difpatch them in a Ihort time in a 
wonderful manner, and fo firmly that there is no 
relapfe to be feared. 

This drink is not only good for the lick, but 
alfo for the whole (though in a Imaller quantity ) 
becaufethat it wonderfully cleanfeth the whole bo¬ 
dy, and you need not fear the leaft hurt either in 
young or old, lick or healthy. And let no man 
ftumble at it, that many ignorant men do defame 
Antimony and hold it to be poyfon, and forbid it 
to be ufed} for if they knew it well, they would 
not do fo } but becaufe fuch men know no more, 
than what they get by reading, or by hear - fay, 
they pronounce a falfe fentence-, and it might be 
replyed unto them, as Apelles did to the Shooe-ma- 
ker; Ne fntor ultra crcpidam: but what‘what lhall 
we fay? Non omnis fert omnia ttllus. When an Afs 
after his death doth rot, out of the carcafs grow- 
eth Beetles, which can fly higher than the Afs 
from whence they came} In the like manner we 
wifh it may fare with the haters of royal Antimo¬ 
ny, viz., that their pofterity may get feeing eyes, 



and what they know not, they may forbear to de- 
fpife and feoff at. 

1 muftconfefs, that If Antimony be not well pre¬ 
pared, and befides, be indifcreetly ufed by the un¬ 
skilful, that it may prejudice a man in his healths 
which even the vegetables alfo may do. But to re¬ 
ject it by reafon of the abufe, would be a very un- 
wife aft: If perchance a child Ihould get into his 
hand a lharp-edged knife, and hurt himfclf or 0- 
thei s, becaufe it doth not underftand how to ulc a 
knife, Ihould therefore the ufe of a knife be reject¬ 
ed and forbidden to thofe that are grown up and 
know how to ufe it? Good lharp tools make a good 
workman ; fo good quick working and powerful me¬ 
dicines make a good phylitian ; and the lharper the 
tool is, the fooner a ftone-carver or other crafts¬ 
man may fpoyl his work by one cut which he doth 
amifs: which alfo muft be underftood of powerful 
medicines, for if they be uled pertinently, in a fhort 
time more good maybe done with them, than with 
weak medicaments in a long time- Now as a lharp 
tool is not to be handled but by a good workman, 
fo likewife a powerful medicine ought to be man¬ 
aged by an underftanding and confcienrious phyfiti- 
an, who according to the condition of the perfon, 
and the difeafe, knows- to incrcafc or abate the 
ftrength of the medicine, and not by fuch a one 
as doth minifter it ignorantly without making any 
difference at all. 3 

Let no man marvail, that I aferibe fuch great 
vertices unto Antimony, it being abundantly enrich¬ 
ed- with the prunum ens of gold. If I Ihould fay ten 
times as much more of it, I Ihould not lye. Its 
praife is not to be exprefled by any mans tongue; 
for purifying of the blood, there is no mineral like 
unto it} for it cleanfeth and purifieth the whole 
man in the higheft degree, if it be well prepared 
firft, and then difcrectly ufed- It is the belt and 
next friend to gold, which by the fame alfo is freed 
and purified from all addition and filth, as we faid 
even now, of man. Every Antimony for the molt 
part agreeth with gold and its medicine; for out 
of Antimony, by the cleanfing Art may be made 
firm gold, as in the fourth part fliall be taught, and 
which is more, by a long digeftion a good part of 
the fame is^ changed into gold. Whereby it is evi¬ 
dent,. that it hath the nature and property of gold, 
and it is better to be ufed for a medicine than gold 
it felf, becaufe the golden vertue is as yet volatile 
in this, but in the other is grown fixed and compac¬ 
ted, and may be compared to a young child in re- 
fpeft of an old man. Therefore it is my advice, that 
in Antimony medicine Ihould be fought, and not io 
trifle away time and coft in vain and ufelefs 
things. 

Further note, That if you defire to contract near¬ 
er together the vertue of Antimony or any other 
mineral or metal, as above was taught to be done with 
the Tartar, you muft by exhalation of the fup'er- 
fluous moifture in Balneo, reduce the folucion to a 
honey thick liquor, and pour fpirit of wine upon it 
for to extract, and within few days it will be very 
red; then pour it off and pour on ocher, and let 
this likewife excraft : continue this proceeding with 
Ihifting the fpirit of wine, till the fpirit of wine 
can gee no more Tinfture; then put all the coloured 
fpirit of wine together into aglafs with a long neck, 
and digeft it fo long in a warm Balneum, till the 
colour or befteifence of Antimony be feparated from 
the fpirit of wine, and fettled to the bottom like a 
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blood red thick fat oyl, fo that the fpirit of wine 
is turned white again; which is to be feparated 
from the fair and pleafant oyl of Antimony, which 
is made wichout any corrofive, and is to be kept as 
a great treafure in phyfick. The fpirit of wme re¬ 
tains fomewhat of the vcrtue of Antimony, ana 
may be ufcd with fuccefs of it felf both inwardly 
and outwardly. But the Tinfture as a Panacea m all 
difeafes afteth its part with admiration, and as here 
mentioned of Antimony, fo in the fame manner an 
metals by the help of Tartar and fpirit of wine may 
without dialling be reduced into pleafant and lweet 
oyles, which are none of the meaneft in Phyfick: tor 
every knowing and skilful Chymift will ea lily grant, 
that fuch a metallical oyl, as without all corrofives 
out of the grofs' metals is reduced into a plealant 
eHence, cannot be without great and lingular vertue 

How to make good fpirit and oyles out of Pearls, Corals, 
Crabs-eyes^and other light foluble ftones of beafis and 
fijhes. 

T Akc to one part of pearls or corals (made into 
fine powder three or four parts of pure Tar¬ 
tar, and fo much water as will dilfolve the Tartar 
by boyling , put the corals, Tartar and \vater toge¬ 
ther into a glafs body, which muft Hand in faneb 
and give it fo ftrong a fire, that the water boyl in 
the glafs body with the Tartar, and may difTolve 
the corals* (This folution may be done alfo in a 
clean earthen pot that is gl^afed, and the evaporated 
water muft be fupplyed with other, as above v\as 
taught to be done with the metals.) The corals be¬ 
ing diffolved, let them cool, filtrate the folution, 
and abftradt all the moifture from it in Balneo, and 
there will remain a pleafant honey-thick liquor, 
which may be ufed in Phyfick either of it felf, or 
elfe once more extracted with fpirit of wine and pu¬ 
rified, or elfe diftilled, as yon pleafe. 

The extractor Tinfture is better than the liquor, 
and the fpirit is better than the extraft or tindure : 
and all three may well and fafely be ufed ; they 
ftrengthen the heart and brain ; efpecially thofe 
which m e made of pearls and corals, they expel the 
urin and keep the body foluble. Thofe of crabseyes 
and of pearches and other filhes open apd cleanfe the 
paflages of the urin from all flime andimpurity, and 
they powerfully expel the Hone and gravel in the 

reins and bladder- ... „ 

N. B. The diftilled fpirit of corals being well 
redified, is good for the Epilepfy, Melancholy, and 
Apoplexy. It expelleth and driveth out all poyfon 
by fweating, becaufe it is of a golden nature and 
quality, whereof in another place more fhall be faid. 

To dijhll a fpirit out of fait of Tartar and crude Tartar. 


I F you take a like quantity of crude Tartar and of 
fait of Tartar, and diflolve it with clean water, 
and then evaporate the water Hill skimming it, till 
no skin more do rife, and then let it cool’ there 
will (hoot white cryftals, which being diftilled as 
common Tartar, they will yield a purer fubtlcr and 
pleafanter fpirit, than the crude lartai doth, in all 
to be ufed as above hath been taught ot ttie limple 
fpirit of Tartar: therefore it is needlcfs here to de- 
feribe its ufe. Before you diltill a fpirit thereof, 
you may ufe them in Head of Tartarus vtmolatus 
for purging, they will caufe gentle Itools, and drive 
alfo the urin and ftone, and are not unpleafant to take- 


The dofe is from 9 i- to 3 i. in waters fit for your 
purpofe. This fait diflolved with water purifieth 
metals (if they be boyled therein) and maketh them 
fairer then common Tartar doeth- 

How to get a powerful fpirit out of the fait of Tartar , by 
the help of pure fand or peble-flones. 

I N the firft part of this book I taught how. to make 
fuch a fpirit, but becaufe the materials, which 
are to be diftilled in that furnace muft be caftupon 
quick coals, whereby the remainder is loft, and that 
alfo not every one hath the conveniency to fet up 
a furnace that requireth more room than this here 
doth : therefore 1 will fet down how it may be got 
with eafe in this our prefent furnace, without the 
lofs of the remainder, which-is not inferior to the 
fpirit it felf. And it is done thus: 

Make a fair white fait of calcined Tartar by dif- 
folution, filtration aud coagulation, pulverife that 
fait in a warmed morter, and add to it a fourth 
part of fmall pulverifed cryftal or flints or only of 
fine fand, waflied clean, mix it well, and caft one 
fpoonful thereof at once into your red-hot vcllel 
(which muft be made of earth) and fo cover ir, 
and the mixture as foon as it is red hot, will 
rife and boyl (as common Allome doth, when it com- 
eth to a fudden heat) and yield a thick white heavy 
fpirit •, and when it ceafeth to come forth, then call 
in another fpoonful, and flay out the timeof its fet¬ 
tling, and then another part again, till all your mix¬ 
ture be caft in. When no more fpirit goeth forth, 
then take off the lid from the diftilling veflel, and 
with an iron ladle take out that which ftayed be¬ 
hind, whilcltit is yet red-hot and foft, and it will 
look like unto a tranfparent clear white fufible glafs, 
which you muft keep from the air, for it will dif- 
folve in it, till I teach you what you are to do 
with it. 

The fpirit which came over, may either be kept 
as it is, or elfercftified p;r arenam in a glafs retort, 
and ufed in Phyfick •, it is clean of another tafte than 
the fpirit of common fait or vitriol, for it is not 
fo fharp; it fmelleth of the flints after a fulphu- 
reous manner, and tafteth urin-like, and it is very 
good for thofe that are troubled with the gout, ftone 
andTifick: for it provoketh urin and fweat mighti¬ 
ly, and (becaufe it cleanfeth and ftrengthneth the 
ftomach) it alfo maketh one have a good appetite 
to his Victuals What it can do elfe is unknown 
to me as yet, but it is credible that it may aft; its 
part in many other difeafes, which is left free for e- 
very one to try- In my opinion (fince the fpirit 
of the fait of Tartar is good to be ufed of it felf 
for the ftone, and that here it is ftrengthned by the 
fand, which have the fignature of the ftone of the 
Microcofme) there is hardly any particular medi¬ 
cine, which can go beyond it, but I leave every one 
to his own opinion and experience. Externally ufed, 
it quencheth inflammations and maketh a pure skin, 
&c. The remainder, which I bid you keep, and looks 
like a tranfparent clear glafs, is nothing elfe but the 
molt fixed part of the fait of Tartar and flints, 
which joyned themfelves thus in the heat, and turn¬ 
ed to a foluble glafs, wherein lyes hid a great heat 
and fire. As long at it is kept dry from the air, 
it cannot be perceived in it: but if you pour water 
upon it, then its fccret heat will difeover it felf. 
If you make it to fine powder in a warm morter, 
and lay it in a moift air, it will diflolve and melt 
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into a thick and fat oyl, and leave forae feces behind. 
This fat liquor or oyl of flints, fand or cryftal may 
not only be u fed inwardly and outwardly of it felf, 
but alfo fervctli to prepare minerals and metals in¬ 
to good medicines, or to change them into better 
by Chymical art. For many great fecrets are hid 
in the contemptible peble or fand; which an ig¬ 
norant and unexpert man (if they were difclofed to 
him.) would hardly believe : for this prefent world 
is by the divels craft fo far poffelfed with curfed filthy 
avarice, that they leek for nothing but money, but 
honeft and ingenious fciencesare not regarded at all; 
and therefore God doth dofe our eyes that we cam 
not fee what lyetli befofe them, and we trample up¬ 
on with our feet. That worthy man Parcelfus hath 
given it us fufficiently to underitand, when he faith 
in his book (containing the vexations of Alchymifts) 
that many times a del'picable flint call at a Cow is 
more worth than the Cow ; not only becaufe that 
gold may be melted out of it, but alio that other in¬ 
ferior metals may be purified thereby, fo that they 
are like unto the belt gold and lilver in all tryals; 
and although I never got any great profit by thedo-- 
ing of it, yet it doth fuffice me that I have fecn fe- 
veral times the poflibility and truth thereof, which 
in its proper place likewile fhall be taught. 

This liquor of flints is of that nature toward the 
metals, that it maketh them exceeding fair, but not 
fo, as women do fcowre their veflelsof tin, copper, 
iron,^c. with ly and fmall fand, till all filth be fcou- 
red off, and that they get a bright and fair glofs: 
but the metals mull be dillolved therein by Chymi¬ 
cal art, and then either after the wet or dry way di- 
gelted in it for its due fpace of time •, which Paracel- 
fus callethto go into the mothers womb, and be born 
again : if this be done rightly, then the mother will 
bring forth a pure child. All metals are engendred 
in fand or Hone, and therefore they may well be 
called the mother of metals, and the purer the mo¬ 
ther is, the purer and founder child fhe will bear, 
and among all Hones there is none found purer than 
the peble, cryftal or fand, which are of one nature 
(if they be limple and not impregnated with metals: ) 
And therefore the peble or fand is found to be the 
fitteft bath to walh the metal withall. But he that 
would take this bath to be the Philofophers fecret 
Menftruum, whereby they exalt the King unto the 
higheft purity, would be miftaken ; for their Balne¬ 
um is more friendly to gold by reafon of its affini¬ 
ty with it than with other metals, but this doth ea- 
fier diftolve other metals than gold. Whereby it is 
evident, that it cannot be henard his fountain (Bern, 
hardi fontina ) but mull be held only to be a particu¬ 
lar deanfer of metals. But omitting this, and leav¬ 
ing it to the further praftife and tryal of thofe that 
want no time nor conveniency for to fearch what 
may be done with it, let us take notice of the ufe 
of this liquor in phyfick, for which ufes fake this 
book is written. That which hath been faid, was 
only done to that end, that we may obferve, that we 
mull not always look upon dear and coftly things, 
but that many times even in mean and contemptible 
things (as fand & pebles) much good is to be found. 

How to extract a blood-red TinPlure with fpirit of wine 
out of the liquor of peble-fiones . 

I F you will extraft a tinfture out of peble-ftones, 
for ufe in Phyfick or in Alchymy, then in Head 
of the white take a fair yellow, green or blew peble 


or flint, whether it hold fixed or volatile gold, and 
firft with fait of tartar diftill the fpirit thereof 5 
or if you do not care for the fpirit, then melt the 
mixture in a covered crucible into a tranfparent, fo- 
luble and fufible glafs, and in a warm morter make 
it into fine powder; put this powder in a long neck¬ 
ed glafs, and pour upon it rectified fpirit of wine (it 
needeth not to be dephlegmed, it matters not if ic 
be but pure) let it remain upon it in a gentle warmth, 
till it be turned red (the glafs with the prepared pe¬ 
ble or flints mull be often ftirred about, that the pe¬ 
ble be divided, and the fpirit of wine may be able to 
work upon it) then pour offthc coloured fpirit of 
wine, and pour on ocher, and let this likewife turn 
red : this pouring off and on mnft be iterated fo oft¬ 
en, till the fpirit of wine get no more colour out of 
it. All the rinfturcd fpirit of wine put together, 
& abftraft in a Balneum through a Limbeck from the 
Tinfture which will remain in the bottom of the 
glafs body like a red juyee, which you mtift take out 
and keep for its ufe. 

The ufe of the TinCUtre of pebies or flints in Phyfick. 

T His Tinfture if it be made of gold, pebles or 
land, is to be held for none of the Jcaft medi J 
cines, lor it doth powerfully refill all foluble Tarta- 
reous coagulations, in the hands, knees, feet, reins 
and bladder; and although in want of thofe that 
hold gold, it be extracted but only out of common 
white peble, it doth aft its part however, thongh 
not altogether fo well as the firft. Let no man mar¬ 
vel, that fand or pebles made potable, have fo greac 
vertue; for not all things are known to all; and 
this Tinfture is more powerful yet, if firft gold 
have been djffolved with the liquor of pebles before 
the extraction. < And let no man imagine that this 
TinCture comes from the fait of Tartar ("which is 
taken to the preparing of the oyl of fand) becaufe 
that of it felf alfo doth colour the fpirit of wine, for 
there is a great difference betwixt this TinCture’and 
that, which is extracted out of the fait of Tartar : 
for if you diftill that of the fait of tartar in a little 
glafs body or retort, there will come firft a clear fpi¬ 
rit of wine, then an unfavory phlegm, and a fait will 
remain behind, in all like unto common fait of tar¬ 
tar, wherein after its calcining not the leaft colour 
appeareth, and becaufe none came over neither, it 
might be queftioned where it remained then ? 

To which I anfwer, that it was not a true tinfture, 
but only that the fulphur in the fpirit of wine was 
exalted or graduated by the corporeal fait of tar¬ 
tar, and fo got a red colour, which it lofcth as foon 
as the fait of tartar is taken from it, and reaffumeth 
its former white colour: even as it hapneth alfo, 
when the fait of urin, or of harts-horn or foot, or 
any other like urinous fait is digefted with fpirit of 
wine, that the fpirit turneth red of it, but not laft- 
ingly, but juft fo as it falls out with the fait of tar¬ 
tar, for if by rectification it be feparated again from 
the fpirit of wine, each (viz. both the fait and alfo 
the fpirit of wine) doth recover again its former co - 
lour, whereby ic appeareth, that (as above faid) it 
was not a true tinfture. He that will not believe 
it, let him diffolve but 5 i- of common white fait' 
of tartar in ft> i. of fpirit of wine, and the fpirit 
will turn as red of it, as if it had Hood a long time 
upon feveral pounds of blew or green calcined fait 
of tartar; and if I had not tryed it my felf feve¬ 
ral times, I ffiould have alfo been of that opinion: 
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but becaufe I found it to be otherwife, therefore I 
would not omit to fet down my opinion : though 1 
know I (hall deferve fmall thanks of fome, efpecial- 
ly of thofe which rather will err with the greater 
number, than to know and confefs the truth with 
the lefs number. However, 1 do not fay, that the 
fuppofed tindture of the fait of Tartar is of no ver- 
tue or nfclefs; for 1 know well enough that it is 
found very effedtual in many difeafes: forthepureft 
part of the fait of Tartar hath been diflolved by the 
lpirit of wine, it being thus coloured thereby, and 
therefore that tindtured fpirit of wine may very fit¬ 
ly be ufcd. Hut as for the Tindture, which is ex- 
traded out of the prepared pebles, it is clean of a - 
nother condition: for if you abftradt the fpirit of 
wine from it, though it alfo cometh over white, yet 
there remaineth a deep tindured fait, whofe colour 
is lading in the ftrongeft fire, and therefore may be 
counted a true Tindure. « 

How by the help of this liquor out of Gold its red colour 
may be extracted fo that it remains white. 

T His oyl or liquor of pebles is of fuch a condi¬ 
tion, that it doth precipitate all metals which 
are difi'olved by corrofives, but not after that man¬ 
ner as the fait of Tartar doth •, for the calx of me¬ 
tals which is precipitated by this liquor; (becaufe 
that the pebles do mingle themfelves therewith) is 
grown much heavier thereby, than if it had been 
only precipitated with fait of Tartar. 

For example, dillolve in Aqua Regia as much Gold 
as you pleafe, and pour of this liquor upon it, till 
all "the Gold fall to the bottom like a yellow powder, 
and the folution turn white and clear, which you 
mull pour off, and edulcorate the precipitated Gold 
with fweet water, and then dry it (as you was taught 
to do with the Aw urn fulminans ) and you need not 
fear that it will kindle and fulminate in the drying, 
as it ufeth to do, when it is precipitated with fait 
of Tartar or fpirit of urin', but you may boldly dry 
it by the fire, and it will look like yellow earth,.and 
will weigh as heavy again as the Gold did weigh 
before the folution^ the caufe of which weight is, 
the peble ftones, which did precipitate themfelves 
together with the Gold. For the Aqua Regia by 
its acidity hath mortified the fait of Tartar, and rob¬ 
bed it of its vertues fo, that it could not choofe but 
Jet fall the alfumed pebles or fand; on the other 
fide, the fait of Tartar which was in the liquor of 
pebles, hath annihilated the fharpnefs of the Aqua 
Regia, fo that it could not keep the difi'olved gold 
any longer, whereby both the gold and the pebles 
are freed from their difl'olver. 

This edulcorated and dryed yellow powder put 
into a clean crucible, and fet it between live coals, 
that it begin to be red hot, but not long, and the 
yellow will be changed into the fairelt purple co¬ 
lour, which is pleafant to behold, but if you let it 
Hand longer, then the purple colour vanilheth, and 
it turns to a brown and brick colour : and therefore 
if you defire to have a fair purple coloured gold, 
you mult take it off from the fire, as foon as it is 
come to that colour, and let it not ftand any longer, 
elfe it lofeth that colour again. 

This fair gold-powder may be ufed by the rich 
(which are able to pay for it ) from £)i. to 3ft. 
in convenient vehicles; and in all difeaies, where 
fweating is needful: for befides the provoking of 
fwcat, it comforceth not only the heart, but alio 


by the vertue of the peble it expelleth the ftone 
in the reins and bladder ( if it be not grown to 
the height of hardnefs) like fand together with 
the urine: fo that it may be fafely ufed as well 
to prevent, as to cure the plague, gout and ftone. 

How to make further out of this purple colou¬ 
red gold a foluble Ruby for medicinal ufe, fiiall 
be taught in the fourth part: for in regard that 
it muft be done by a ftrong fire in a crucible, it 
doth not belong hither, but to its proper place, 
where other like Medicaments are taught to be 
made. 

If you will extra<fl the colour out of this preci¬ 
pitated gold, then pour upon it ( before it be put 
into the fire for to calcin ) of the ftrongeft fpirit of 
fait, and in a gentle heat the fpirit will difiolve 
part of the gold, which will be much fairer and 
deeper in colour, than if it had been done with 
Aqua Regia : upon this folution pour five or fix 
times as much of dephlegmed fpirit of wine, and 
digeft both together its due time, then by the di- 
geftion of a long time, part of the Gold will fall 
out of the folution to the bottom like a fair white 
ponder, which may be reduced with Borax or fait 
nitre and Tartar; it is white like lilvcr , and as 
heavy as other gold, and may eafily get its colour 
again by the help of Antimony- The refidue out 
of which the white gold is fain, vise., the fpirit of 
fait mingled with the fpirit of wine, muft be ab- 
ftradted from the Tindture, and there will remain 
a pleafant fowre liquor coloured by the gold, up¬ 
on the bottom of the glafs body, which is almoft 
of the fame vertue, which above hath been aferi- 
bed to other tindturcs of gold. Efpecially this li¬ 
quor of gold ftrengthneth the heart, brain, and 
ltomach. 

N- B. Sometimes there comes over with the fpi¬ 
rit of wine a little red oyl, which the ftrong fpi¬ 
rit of fait hath feparated from the fpirit of wine, 
and it is impregnated with the Tindture of Gold. 
It is an excellent cordial, few are found like unto 
it, whereby weak people decayed by ficknefs or 
age, may be kept alive a long time, they taking 
daily fome drops of it, who elfe for want of the 
humidum radicale , would be forced to exchange 
their life for death. 

Here fome body may ask, whether this Tindture 
is to be counted or taken for a true Tindture of 
Gold; or whether- there be another better to be 
found ? 

To which I anfwer, that though many may hold 
it to be fuch, and I my felf do call it fo here, yet 
that after due examination it will not prove to be 
fuch: for although fome vertue is taken from the 
gold by this way, yet it doth Hill keep its life, 
though it be grown weak and pale, becaufe it can 
fo eafiLy recover its former found colour by a con¬ 
temptible mineral: if its true Tindture or foul 
were gone from it,, furely an inferiour mineral 
could not reftore it to life, but of necefiity there 
would be required fuch a thing for to do it, which 
hath not only fo much, as it hath need of for it 
felf, but hath a tranfeendent power to give life unto 
dead things. As we may fee by a man or any fen- 
fible bcaft, that if they have loft their vigor by 
adveriities, in that no life more is perceived in 
them, yet by medicines fit for the purpofe, they 
may be refrelhed, and brought to their former 
health,. fo that their former difeafe appeareth no 
more in them: but if their foul be once gone, the 
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dead body can by no medicines be reftored unto 
life again, but muft remain dead fo long , till he 
in wliofe power it is to give and to take life, have 
mercy upon it. So likewife it is to be underftood 
of gold , when its colour is taken from it, and 
yet^its life is left, which by the help of Antimo¬ 
ny, being its medicine, as alfo by the help of iron 
or copper can be reftored unto it , fo that it re¬ 
covered its former fair colours, fo that you can¬ 
not fee at all, that it ailed any thing before. But 
jf its life be gone from the body, it is impoftible 
for any ordinary metal or mineral to reftore it to 
life, but it muft be done by fuch a thing, which 
is more than Gold it felf hath been : for even as 
a living man cannot give life unto a dead man, 
but GOD muft do it who hath created man \ fo 
Gold cannot reftore to dead Gold, the life which 
hath been taken from it, and how could it then be 
done by an unfixt mineral ? But there is required 
a true Philofopher for to do it, fuch a one as 
hath good knowledge of gold and its compofition. 

Now as we heard that like cannot help its like, 
but he that fhall help, muft be more, than he that 
looks for help from him: Hence it is evident, 
that the Tindure, whofe remaining body ( from 
which it is taken ) is ltill gold , can be no true 
tindure for if it (hall be a true tindure, it muft 
conlift in its three principles, and how can it con- 
lift therein, the body from whence it came being 
yet alive , and polTefling invifibly all its three 
principles? How can a mans foul be taken from 
him, and yet the body live ftill ? Some will fay, 
that for all that, this may be counted a true tin¬ 
dure , although the body ftill remain gold, and 
have kept its life: even as man may fpare fome 
blood cut of his body, which though it will make 
him fomewhat pale, yet he liveth ftill, and the 
loft blood may be fupplyed again by good meat 
and drink. But what lame and fenfelefs objedi- 
ons are thefe t Who would be fo Ample as to 
think, that a handful of blood may be compared 
to a mans life ? I believe no wife man will do it. 
Although life goeth forth with the blood, yet the 
blood is not the life it felf; elfe the dead could 
be raifed thereby, if a cup full of it were poured 
into a dead body, but where was fuch a thing 
ever heard or feen ? With fuch groundlefs opi¬ 
nions fome did prefume to cenfure the truth, fet 
down in my treatife de Auto potabili vero , faying, 
Geber and LhIUhs were alfo of opinion, that a true 
tindure can be extraded out of gold, the fame ne- 
verthelefs remaining good gold: but it may be asked, 
what it hath loft then for to yield a true Tin¬ 
dure, fince it remained good gold ? Here no bo¬ 
dy will be at home for to anfwer I doubt. What 
are the Writings of Geber or Lully to me? What 
they have written I do not defpife, they were high¬ 
ly enlightned and experienced Philofophers, and 
would defend their writings fufficiently, if they 
were alive: and what I write, I am alfo able to 
maintain. 

Do thofe men think* that the writings of Geber 
and Lully are to be underftood according unto the 
bare letter ? (hew me a tindure of gold which was 
made by the writings of Geber or Lully ? if it were 
fo, then every idiot or novice, that could but read 
Latine, would not only by their writings be able to 
make the Tindure of gold, but alfo the Philofo¬ 
phers ftone it felf, whereof they have written at large •, 
which doth not follow* becaufe it is feen by daily 
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I experience, that the moft worldly learned men fpenc 
many years, and have been at vaft charges, and ta¬ 
ken great pains, and ftudied in their books day and 
night, and found not the leaft thing in them. 

Now if fuch Philofophers were to be underftood 
literally, doubtlefs there would not be fo many poor- 
decay’d Alchymifts- Therefore the writings of 
fuch worthies are not to be underftood according to 
the letter* but according to the myftical fenfe hid 
under the letter. 

But becaufe the truth is edipfed in their books 
by fo many reducing and fophiftical precedes, there 
will hardly any man be able to pick it out from fo 
many feducements, unlefs a light from God be given 
to him firft, whereby he may be able fo to perufe 
the dark writings of thofe men, that he know how 
to feparate the parabolical fpceches, from thofe that 
are true in the letter it felf: or if an honeft God¬ 
ly Chymift by the grace of God in his labours do 
hit upon the right fteps, and yet do doubt, whe¬ 
ther he be in the right way or no, then by read¬ 
ing of good and true Philofophers books, he may 
at laft learn out of them the firm and conftant truth: 
elfe hardly any ones defire may be obtained out of 
their books, but rather after the pretious time fpent, 
means and health wafted, a man fhall be forced to 
fall a begging at laft. 

In like manner, if the true tindure be taken from 
Copper, the reft is no more a metal, nor by any 
Art or force of fire can be reduced to a metallical 
fubftance. 

N. B. But if you leave fome tindure in it* then 
it may be reduced into a brittle gray body, like un¬ 
to iron, but brittle- 

Another way to extraft a good Tuiclurc out of gold by 
the help of the liquor of fand cr pebles. 

T Ake of that gold calx (which was precipitated 
with the oyl of fand) one part, and three or 
four parts of the liquor of cryftals or of fand* mix 
the gold calx in a good crucible with the liquor , 
and fet this mixture into a gentle heat, fo that the 
moyftnefs may evaporate from the oyl of fand which' 
is not eafily done; for the pebleorfand, byreafon 
of their drynefs keep and hold the moyftnefs, and 
will not let it go eafily \ it rifeth in the pot of cru¬ 
cible, as borax or Allome doth when you calcine 
them; therefore the" crucible, muft not be filled a- 
bove half, that, the liquor together with the gold 
may have room enough, and do not run over the 
pot: and when it rifeth no more,- then ftrengthen 
the fire, till the pot be red-hot. The mixture ftand- 
ing fall, put a lid upon it, which may clofe well, 
that no coals, allies, or other impurity may fall in¬ 
to it, and give it fo ftrong fire in a winde furnace, 
that the liquor together with the gold calx may 
melt like water •, keep it melting fo long, till the 
liquor and gold together be like unto a transparent 
fair ruby, which will be done in an hours time or 
thereabouts; then pour it forth into a clean cop¬ 
per morter, let it cool, and then make it into pow¬ 
der , and pour fpirit of wine upon it for to ex¬ 
tract, which will look like unto thin blood : and will 
prove more effectual in ufe, than the above deferibed 
Tindure. 

The refidue from which the Tindure is extract¬ 
ed, muft be boyled with lead, and precipitated and 
driven off as you do oares,and you will get the 
remaining gold, which went not into the fpirit of 
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wine; but it is very pale and turned like unto fil- 
ver in colour, which if it be melted by Antimony* 
it recovereth its former colour without any consi¬ 
derable lofs in the weight. How the melting in 
crucibles* and boyling of the remaining gold is to 
be done, (hall be more punctually fet down in the 
fourth part; I know feveral other fine procefles, 
for to extract the colour ealily out of gold; but 
becaule the gold mult be firft made fit for it by melt¬ 
ing in a crucible, and that it is not pertinent to 
fpeak of that operation here in this fecond part, 
therefore it Ihall be referved for the fourth, where 
you (hall be informed at large, not oncly how to 
prepare Gold, Antimony and other minerals, and 
make them fit for extraction, but alfo how to re¬ 
duce them into a tranfparent, foluble and fire-proof 
Ruby ( which are none of the meaneft medicines ) 
and as it was done here with the gold, fo you may 
proceed likewife with other metals and minerals for 
to extract their colours. And therefore being need- 
lcfs to deferibe each metals tinCture by it felf, all 
the procefles of them fliall be difclofed in one, 
viz., in that of gold. The book would grow too 
big* if I fhould deferibe them fcverally, which 1 
count ncedlefs to do. Let -this fuffice for this Se¬ 
cond part* that we have taught, how to extract out 
of the gold its colour after a common way- Which 
indeed are good medicines, but for ought 1 know 
of no ufe in Alchymy. But he that feeketh to have 
a true TinCture out of gold, let him endeavour 
firft to deftroy the gold by the univerfal Mercury, 
and to turn the infide outward, and the outfide in¬ 
ward, and proceed further according unto art, then 
the foul of gold will ealily joyn it felf with the 
fpirit of wine, and come to be a good medicine, 
whereof more in my treatife de attro ptabili is hand-1 
led- If one know the Chalybs of Sandivogius > which' 
is well to be had, he might with little labour quick: 
ly get a good medicine: but becaufe we Ihew our 
felvcs ftill ungrateful children unto God, therefore 
it is no marvel, that he withdraweth his hand from 
us, and leaveth us in errors. 

What further may be done with the liquor of pebles. 

M any more profitable things, as well in Alchy* 
my, as in medicine, may be compafled by the 
oyl of fand *, as for example, to make fair paint¬ 
ing colours out of metals, which abide in all 
elements: Alfo to frame all forts of tranfparent hard 
ftones out of cryftal, which in beauty are like un¬ 
to the natural, yea fairer fometimes; alfo howto 
make many fair Amaufes or Enamels and the like 
profitable arts: but they belonging not to this fecond 
part, fliall be referved for the fourth, where all 
fuch fliall be taught very punctually with all the cir- 
cumftances thereunto relating. * * . 

How by the help of this liquor to make 
trees to grow out of metals, with their 
colours. 

Slit hough this froccfs in Phyftck may be of no great ufe : 
yet in regard that to a Chytnical Phyftian it gives good 
inf or mat ion of the condition of natural things , and their 
change. I thought it not atnifs to fit it down here. 

T Ake of the above defer ibed oyl made of fand, pe= 
bles or cryftals as much as you plcafc, mix 
therewith a like quantity of the lixivium of Tar- 
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tar, (hake both well together, fo that the thick li¬ 
quor may not be perceived in the lixivium, but be 
throughly incorporated therewith, both being turn¬ 
ed to a thin folution, and then your water is pre¬ 
pared, wherein the metals do grow. 

The metals muft be firft diflolved in their proper 
corrofivc Menftrmms , and the Menflmitm muft be 
quite abftraCted from thence again, but not too 
near, that the calx of the metal may not grow 
red-hot, whereby its growing vertue would be taken 
from it. Then take it out of the little glafs-body, 
and break it in pieces about the bignefs of a pulfc , 
and put theml in the above deferibed liquor in a 
cleer bright glafs, that the growing of the metals 
may be difeerned through it} and as foon as the pre¬ 
pared metals are taken out of the glafs body, they 
muft be kept from the aire, elfe they lofe their 
growing vertue. Therefore thus dry they muft be 
broken in pieces, and laid in the bottom of the glafs 
(wherein the liquor is) a fingers breadth one from 
another afunder, and muft not be laid together on a 
heap. The glafs muft ftand ftill in a quiet place, 
and the metal will prefently fwell in it, and thruft 
forth fome bulks, out of which branches and twigs 
do grow, fo finely, that one (hall admire at it; and 
let none think that this growing ferveth only for to 
pleafe the eye, for fome fpecial thing is hid in it; 
for all fand or pebles, although they be white, invi- 
fibly containeth a hidden tin&ure or golden fulphur, 
which none without experience will be able to be¬ 
lieve ; for if for a time you digeft the pure filings 
of lead in it, there will gold come to flick to the 
outfide thereof ("which gold may bewafhed off with 
water ) and the lead will look as if it were gilded. 
Which gold came from no where elfe but from 
the land or pebles, although they were white and 
clear, fo that it could not be perceived in them. 
It fheweth alfo its meliorating vertue, when the 
metals do grow therein, and for a certain fpace of 
time are digefted therewith. For it may be feen 
apparently, that the metals in the growing do in- 
creafe from this liquor, and attraCl what is for 
their turn} which hence alfo may be perceived, 
that when but as much as the bignefs of a pea grow- 
eth therein, it will grow twice or thrice as big, 
which is worthy to be confidered of. Alfo the pe¬ 
bles orTand-ftones are the natural matrixes of metals, 
and there appeareth a great fympathy between them, 
efpecially between the unripe metals and them ; as if 
nature fhould fay to fuch raw or unripe metals, return 
into your mothers womb, and ftay there the due time, 
till you have attained there to perfeft ripenefs, for 
you were taken thence too foon againft my will. 
Further, out of this liquor there may be made a good 
borras to reduce the metals thereby. There may 
be made alfo with this liqour fair glafed and firm 
colours upon earthen veflels like unto Porcellan or 
China. Alfo by boyling it with water, a tender 
impalpable fnow-white earth may be precipitated 
out of it, whereof there may be made veflels like 
unto Porcellan. 

Many other ufeful things may be brought to pafs 
thereby in mechanical bufinefles,needlefs here to relate. 

Alfo the unripe and volatile minerals may be fix¬ 
ed and ripened thereby, fo that not only they may 
be the fitter to be ufed in Phyfick, but alio the 
volatile gold and filver contained in them may be 
faved thereby, whereof more in the fourth part. 

N- B. Hither belongs alfo the procefs of the 
fpirit of lead, Virgins-milk and Dragons blood- 
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Philofoj>bical Furnaces, 


v of the fpirit of urine and of the volatile fpirit of fait 
sirmoniack. 

O Ut of urine or fait Armoniack, a powerful 
and penetrating fpirit may be made feveral 
waves, which not only is to be ufed in phifick for 
many difeafes, but is alfo found very ufeful.in me¬ 
chanical and chymical operations, as followeth. 

Take of the urine of found men living chaft, ga¬ 
ther a good quantity together in a wooden veflel, 
let it Hand for its time to putrefy, and diftil a 
fpirit thereof, which afterward in a great glafs 
retort with a wide neck muft be re&ified from cal¬ 
cined tartar, and ftill that which cometh over firft, 
may be faved by it felf, and fo the fecond and 
third alfo, the ftrongefl may be ufed for the pre¬ 
paring of metallical medicines, and the weaker tor 
a medicine alone by its felf, or elfe mingled with 
fit vehicles: The fait which in the ; redificaticn 
cometh over with the ftrongefl: fpirit; may be 
put to the weakeft, to make it the ftronger, or 
elfe it may be faved by it felf in a good ftrong 

glafs. .... 

But becaufe the fpirit of urine is tedious to 
make , therefore 1 will Ihew, how to get it eafier 
out of fait Armoniack. The preparation is thus. 

Take of fait armoniack , and lapis calaminaris , 
and make each by it felf into powder , and then 
mix them together, and caft of it into the red hot 
veflel at once no more than 5/ri or si-, Unto the 
veflel there muft be applyed a great receiver: for 
this fpirit goeth with fuch a force and power, 
that it were impoflible to diftil it in a retort with, 
out danger or lofs, for I broke more than one re¬ 
ceiver with it, before I did invent this inftrumenj. 
The fpirits being well fetled in the receiver, cart 
in more of your mixture •, this continue fo long till 
all your matter is caft in; then take off the re¬ 
ceiver,, and pour thfe fpirit into a ftrong glafs, 
which muft be well clofed at the top, but not with 
wax and a bladder, becaufe it fofteneth the wax, 
and doth penetrate through the bladder; but firft 
ftop it with paper, then meltLacca or fulphur,'and 
pour it upon it, fo that it come to be very well 
clofed, and then it will hot be able to exhale, or 
thou may ft get fuch glafles made, as in the, fifth 
part lhall be tanght, for to keep all the fubtle fpirits 
in them, for more fecurity fake. And this fpirit, if 
no water have been mixt with it in the receiver, 
needeth no rectifying : but he that will have it 
ftronger yet, may rectify it by a glafs retort, and 
fo keep it for ufe. 

And this is the belt way to make a ftrong fpi¬ 
rit out of fait armoniack: the fame may be done 
alfo, by taking of filed Zinck, inftead of lapis ca- 
lami nor is: alfo by adding of fait of tartar , fait 
made of the Lee of wood afhes, unquencht lime, 
and the like: but the fpirit is nothing near fo ftrong 
(although all thofe things may be done with it, 
that are done with the former ) as that which is 
made with lapis calaminaris or Zinck. 

The procefs or the manner of making it, is this : 

h 

T Ake Ifei. of fait armoniack made into powder, 
and as much of fait of tartar, mix both to¬ 
gether by the help of a lye made of tartar, or on¬ 
ly with common water, fo that all come to be like 
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a pap, and caft in one fpoonful thereof at once’ 
into the diftijhng Vefl'cl, then caft in more till yoii 
have fpirit enough. 

N-B- The fait of tartar may alfo be mixed dry 
with the fait Armoniack without any lye or wa¬ 
ter, and'fo diftillcd : but it is riot fo good, as 
when.the mixture is tempered with lye or water: 
for if it be caft injdry, the fpirit will come over 
in the form of a volatile fait: but if the mixture 
have been rrioiftened, then moft part thereof will 
come oVer like a fiery, burning fpirit: In like man¬ 
ner alfo the mixtufe of Lyme and fait Armoniack 
may be tempered moift, and it will yield more fpi¬ 
rit th^'n if it be diftilled dry. 

It may be asked;: why lapis calaminaris , Zinck 
and unqueficht lynie', calcined tartar, fait of pot¬ 
atoes^ fixed fait nitre br the like things prepared 
bythefire, muft b'e added unto fait Armoniack, and 
whether it be not as' ^ood to add fome bolus, or 
other earth ( as' iifually. is done to other falts ) 
and fo" to ‘'diftil a fpirit' of it ? To which 1 an- 
fwer, that there are two forts of fait in fait Ar¬ 
moniack, 'wT. a common acid fait, and a volatile 
fait of urine,' which without mortifying of one of 
them, cannot be feparated: for as foon as they 
feel the heat, the volatile fait of urine carricth the 
acid fait upwards, and they both together yield a 
fublimatc', of the fame nature and cflence with com¬ 
mon' fait armoniack which is not fublimed, oncly 
it is purer than, the common. And no fpirit 
would come over from it, if it (hould be ming¬ 
led with bole, brick, dull, fand, or any other 
ftrengthlefs earth, and fo diftilled, but the whole 
fait as it is of it felf (leaving its earthy fubftance 
behind ) would fublime thus dry : bat that it fall- 
eth OUt Otherwife with the lapis calaminaris (which 
is alfo like an earth ) fo that a feparation of the 
falts is wrought thereby, and a volatile fpirit com¬ 
eth over; the reafon is, that the lapis calaminaris 
and Zinck are of fuch a nature, that they have a 
great affinity with all acid things, and do love 
them , and are loved by them likewife (whereof 
fome mention hath been made in the firft part) fo 
that the acid fait flicks to it in the warmth, and u- 
niteth it'felf with ir, and the volatile fait is fet 
free, and diftilled into a fubtle fpirit; which could 
not have been done, if the acid fait had not been 
kept back , by the lapis calaminaris or Zink. But 
that a fpirit is diftilled off by addition of fixed 
falts; the reafon is that fixed falts are contrary 
unto acid falts, and (if they get the uperhand ) 
do kill the fame,*and rob them of their ftrength, 
whereby thofe things which are mixed with tlieifi 
are freed from their bond: and fo it falls out 
here with fait armoniack, that when by addition 
of a vegetable fixed fait, the acidity of the fait 
armoniack is killed ; the fait of urine, which for¬ 
merly was bound therewith, gets its former free- 
dome and ftrength, and being fublimed turns into a 
fpirit. Which could riot have been done, if common 
fait had been added to the fait armoniack inftead of 
fait of tartar ; for the fait of urine would thereby 
( as by a far greater enemy be killed and kept 
back, fo that it could yield no fpirit. I thought 
fit to give notice hereof to the ignorant (not for 
thofe, who knew it before) and co the unknowing 
it will do much good, and that they may have a 
light for other labours: for I have many times 
feen, arid fee it ftill by daily experience, that the 
moft part of vulgar Chymifts, whatfoever they do^ 
“ O (having 
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(having got it cither by reading, feeing, or hear¬ 
ing ) they hurle it over like botchers, and are not 
able to give any folid reafon, why this or that 
mull fall out in fuch or another'manner, not la¬ 
bouring to find out the natures and couditions of 
falts, minerals, and other materials, but contenting 
thenifelves onely with the Receipt, faying this or 
that Author hath written fo, and therefore it mull 
be fo, whereas many times fuch books arc patchl 
up out of all forts of authors- And thofe that 
Hick to fo many books, will.hardly ever come to 
get any good, but are led out of one Labyrinth 
into another, fpending their life miferably in watch* 
ing and cares: but if they would firft ferioufly con- 
fider things, and learn to know nature, and then 
take their work in hand, then they would fooner 
attain unto true knowledge; and fo much of this 
matter by the way. I hope that he that hath, been 
in error will be pleafed with it, and the .knowing- 
will not grudge to have it imparted to the igno- 
rant. . ^ . ‘ t 

That which remains after the diftillation is done, 
is alfo good for ufc ; if the addition have been of 
fait of tartar, a melting powder may be made of 
it, to reduce metals. Of lapis calaminaris orZinck, 
yields per deliqdum a clear, white,', and heavy 
ftiarp oyl, for the fharper part of fait arfnoniack, 
which did not turn to fpirit, hath dilfolvcd the la¬ 
pis edaminaris , and is almoft of the fame venues 
for external ufe in Chyrurgery with that, which 
above in the firft part which was taught to be made 
out- of lapis edaminaris , and fpirit of fait, fave on¬ 
ly that this in the diftilling doth not yield fo ftrong 
a fpirit as the other, but onely yields a flrarp fub- 
limate. 

Of the ufe and venue of the fpirit of fait drmoniaef. 

T His fpirit is of a fiiarp penetrating eflence, and 
of an airy , moift, and warm nature; and 
therefore may with credit beufed in many difeafes, 
8, 10, i2. (more or lefs) drops thereof ufed in 
a convenient vehicle, do immediately penetrate, all 
the body over, cauling fudden fweating, opening 
the obftruCtions of the fpleen, and difperfing and 
expelling many malignities by fweat and urine, it 
cureth the quartane, collick, the fuffocation of 
the Matrix, and many more difeafes. 

In brief, this fpirit is a fafe, fure, and ready 
medicine for to difperfe and expel all tough, grofs 
and venemous humors. Alfo, this fpirit a&eth his 
part externally, quenching all inflammations, curing 
the Eryfipelas and Grangrene ; it allayeth the pains 
of the gout, clothes being dipt in it and applyed : 
and although it draw blitters, it matters not; laid 
to the pulfe, it is good in ardent fcavers, it af- 
fwageth fwellings and pains -, dilTculfeth congealed 
blood, helpeth ftrained limbs, and benummed nerves : 
onely fuelled unto, it cureth the megrim, and other 
Chronical difeafes of the head : for it dillolveth 
the peccant matter, and evacuateth it through the 
noftrils; it reftoreth the loft hearing, being extern 
nally laid on with a little inftrument fit for the 
purpofe. Alfo in the obftruCtions of womens cour- 
fes applyed by a fit inftrument in a fpiritual way, 
openeth prefcntly, and cleanfcth the womb, and 
inaketh women fruitful, Mingled with com¬ 
mon water, and held in the mouth, alfwageth the 
tooth-ach, proceeding from lharp humors which 
are falln in the teeth- A little of it applyed in 


a glifter, killeth the wormesin the body, andallay- 
cth -.the colick. 

This fpirit may alfo further be ufed to many o- 
ther things, efpecially by means thereof many pre- 
tious and effectual medicaments may be made out of 
metals and minerals, whereof fome fiiall be deferi- 
bed as followeth. 

N. B. There is yet another matter, which is found 
every where and at all times,and is to be got by every 
one Without diftillation and charges, and is as good 
for. th£"abovefaid difeafes, as the diftilled fpirit, 
and if all men knew it, there would not be found e- 
very where fo many fick people, nor fo many Doc¬ 
tors arid Apothecaries. 

i J 1 

To dijlill d flood red oyl of vitriol by the help of the 
fpirit of hr in. 

A/ «, 

I'XIffolve Hungarian or other good vitriol in com- 
JlJ mon water, and let it run through a filtring 
paper, pour of this fpirit upon it fo much, till all 
the green be vanilht, and the water be made clear, 
and'a yellow fulphur be fettled: then pour off the 
clear, and the reft which is muddy, pour together in 
a filtrnm, that the moifture may run off, and the 
earth of the vitriol remain in the paper, which you 
mult dry, and diftil to a blood-red oyl, which will 
open the obftruCtions of the whole body, and per¬ 
fectly 'cure the epilcpfie. The clear water mull be 
evaporated dry, and there will remain a fait, which 
being diftilled, yields a wonderful fpirit. Before it 
be diftilled, it is a fpecificum purgans , whereof 8. io. 
12- to 24. grains taken, may fafely be ufed in all 
difeafes. 

The TinSlure of Vegetables. 

S Pices, feeds or flowers being extracted therewith 
and digefted and diftilled, the eflence of them 
will come over with it, in the form of a red oyl. 

1 * i r 

■ - • Vitriol of copper. 

I F you pour it upon calx of copper, made by oft- 
-en heating the Copper red hot and quenching it 
again, it will extract within an hours time a fair blew 
colour, and having diflblved as much thereof as it 
can pour it off and let it Ihoot in a cold place, and 
you will get a fair sky coloured vitriol, a fmall 
quantity whereof will caufe ftrong vomits; the reft 
of the vitriol remaineth a blew oyl, good to be u- 
fed in ulcers. 

The Tintlure of crude Tartar. 

I F you take common crude tartar, and pour of this 
fpirit upon it, and fet it in digeftion, the fpirit 
will extract a blood-red tinCture, and if the fpirit be 
abftraCted from it, there will remain a pleafant red 
oyl, of no fmall vertue and power- 

To make the oyls or liquors of falts- 

His fpirit alfo dilfolveth cryftals and other Hones, s 
they being firft diflblved, precipitated and re¬ 
duced to impalpable powders, turning them into 
oyles and liquors, good to be ufed in Alchymy and 
Phyfick. 

The 
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To precipitate all metals ttith it, 

A Ny metal being diflolved in an acid fpirit may 
be precipitated better and purer therewith, 
than with the liquor of the fait of tartar 5 for A“- 
rum fulminant which is precipitated with it fulmi- 
nateth far ftronger than if it were done with oyl 
of tartar. 

R. Some juyee of Lemon and mix it with the fo- 
iution of gold, before it be precipitated, and then 
not all the gold will precipitate, but fome of it will 
remain in thefolution, and in time many fmall green 
Rones (not unlike unto common vitriol) will ap¬ 
pear ; which in a fmall dofe will purge all noxious 
humors. 

„ 1 

The oyl and vitriol of fiver, 

I F you dilfolve filver in Aqua fortis y and pour fo 
much of this fpirit into it till it ceafeth to make 
a noife, fome of the filver will precipitate in the 
form of a black powder, the reft of the filver re- 
maineth in the liquor: the phlegm abftradted from 
it in Balneo, till it get a skin at the top, and then 
fet into a cool place, there will grow white cryftals 
in.it, which being taken out and dryed are a good 
purge in madnefs, dropfie, feavers and other difea- 
fes, fafely and without danger to be ufed to young 
and old. The reft of the liquor which did not cry- 
ftallife may be extracted with fpirit of wine, and the 
faeces being caft away the extraction will bepleafan- 
ter- The fpirit of wine abftraftcd from it, there 
will remain a medicine of no fmall value in all dif- 
eafes of the brain. 

To extratt a red TinUnre cut of Antimony or common 
fulphur. 

B Oyl fulphur or Antimony made into powder in 
a Lixivium of fait of tartar, till it turn red, and 
pour this fpirit upon it, and diftill gently in a BaU 
veitm-t and there will come over a fair tincture with 
the volatile fpirit, filver anointed therewith will be 
guilt, though not laftingly. It ferveth for all dif- 
eafes of the lungs. 

Horv to ripen Antimony and common fulphur , fo that fe¬ 
ver al forts of fuch fmels y as vegetables have , arife 
from thence . 

D ilfolve Antimony or fulphur in the liquor of 
pebles or fand, coagulate thefolution to a red 
mafs \ upon this mafs pour fpirit of urin, and let 
it extract in a gentle warmth. The fpirit being co= 
loured red, pour it off, and pour on other fpirit, 
let it extraft likewife, and this you mult iterate fo 
often, till the fpirit will extraft no more tin&ure; 
then pour all the extrafts together and abftratt the 
fpirit of urin from it in Balneum through a lim¬ 
beck, and there will remain a blood red liquor, and 
if you pour upon this fpirit of Wine it will extract 
a fairer tindlure then the former was, leaving the 
fasces behind, and this tinfturefmelleth likegarlick: 
and if it bedigefted three or four weeks in a gentle 
warmth, it will get a very pleafant fmel, like unto 
the yellow prunes or plums: and if it remain long¬ 
er yet in digeftion, it will get a fmel not inferior to 
musk and ambar ; This tin&ure having been digeft* 
ed a long time, and got feveral fmels, is not only 


notably by the fire incrcafed in pleafantnefs of fmel 
and tafte, but alfo in vertue: for fo many and vari¬ 
ous fweet fmels are perceived in it, that it is to be 
admired, which variety and exaltation proceedetli 
only from the pureand ripening fpirit of urin, for 
there is hid in it a fire, Which doth not deftroy but 
preferve and graduate all colour's, whereof in ano¬ 
ther place more fhall be'faid. \, 

N. B. Betwixt the fpirit of urin and the animal 
and mineral Copper their appeardth a great fym-. 
pathy; for it doth not ouly love ebpper above'all 
ocher metals, and mihgleth eafily with jt, and mak- 
eth it extraordinary‘fair, arid of good ufe in Phy* 
fick, but it prepareth it alfo to fuch a medicine, 
whereby all venerous fores (both by inward and out= 
ward ufe) how deep fo ever they took root in the 
blood, without the ufe of any other medicaments, 
are perfectly cured ; it maketh fruitful and barren, 
according as it is ufed it cleanfeth the matrix, 
hindreth the riling thereof, and miraculoully fur- 
thereth womens courfes that have been Rayed, above 
all other medicaments of what name foever. 

If this fpirit be mingled with the volatile (but not 
corrofive) fpirit of vitriol or common fait there will 
come a fait out of it, which is inferior to none in 
fufiblenefs, and ufeful both in Alchymy and Phyfick. 

N. B. The liquor of the fait of tartar, and the 
fpirit of wine do not mix without water, this being 
the mean partaking of both of their natures, and if 
you add unto it fpirit of urin it will not mingle but 
keep its own place: fo that thefe three forts of li¬ 
quors, being put in the fame glafs, and though they 
be fhaked never fo much will not incorporate for all 
that:the liquor of the fait of tartar keepeth to the bot¬ 
tom, next to it will be the fpirit of urin, and on the 
top of that is the fpirit of wine: and if you pour a 
diRilled oyl upon it, that will keep uppermoft of all, 
fo that you may keep four forts of liquors in one 
glafs, whereof none is mingled with the other, 
Although this be of no great profit, vet it ferv¬ 
eth for to learn thereby the difference of fpirits. 

Of the fpirit and oyl of Hart s-horn. 

T Ake Harts-horn, cut it with a faw into pieces, of 
the bignefs of a finger, and caft in one at a 
time into the aforefaid diftilling vefiel, and when the 
fpirits are fettled, then another, and continue this 
until you have fpirits enough: and the veflel being 
filled with the pieces that were caft in, take them 
out with the tongs, and caft in others, and do this 
as often as is needful. The diftilling being finiflied, 
take off the receiver, and pour into it dephlegmed 
fpirit of wine, which will cleanfe the volatile fait: 
pour the oyl with the fpirit and volatile fait 
through a filtring paper made wet firft and lying in 
a glafs funnel, and the fpirit of wine together with 
the fpirit of Harts-horn and the volatile fait will run 
through the paper, and the blackifh oyl will ftay 
behind, but it muft quickly be poured out, elfe it 
will pafs through after them- _ T he fpirit toge¬ 
ther with the volatile fait reftifie through a re¬ 
tort, and the belt part of the fpirit will come 0= 
ver together with the fpirit of wine and volatile 
fait-, and when the phlegme is coming, take of the 
fpirit, which is come over, that the naughty phlegm 
may not come amongft ic; keep it well, for it is 
very volatile,' the oyl may be mingled with fait of 
tartar, and redified by a glafs retort, and fo it 
will be clear; if you will have it fairer, you muft 
rectify it with fpirit of fait. O 2 The 
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The firft, which is done with fait of Tartar, is 
of more vertue; it cnreth the Quartane, and pro- 
voketh fvveat extremly, cureth all internal wounds 
and pains, which were caufed by falls, blows, or 
other vvayes: 6, or 8. io, to 20. drops of it taken 
in wine and fweated upon it in the bed. The fpi- 
rit is very good for all obftruftions of the whole 
body, from 9 fs . to 3 fs. therefore taken in a fit 
vehicle, provoketh urine, and forceth dowrn wo¬ 
mens courfes, it deanfeth the blood and maketh 
fweat mightily. In the Plague, Pox, Leprotic, Scur¬ 
vy, Melancholia Hypocbondriaca , malignant Feavers, 
and the like where fweating is necelfary, it prov- 
eth a rare medicine. 

» j # 

\, To make the fpirit of mans hair an excellent medicine. 

A Fter the fame manner you may make fpirits out 
of all kind of of horns and claws of beafts : 
but flnce by reafonof their ill fmel the ufe of them 
is not liked of (though in fevcral heavy difeafes, as 
in the fits of the mother and Epilepfie, they do ad¬ 
mirably well: ) therefore 1 will acquiefce. Howe¬ 
ver it is worth obfcrving, that the fpirit made of 
mans hair is not to be rejected in mctallical opera¬ 
tions, for it difl'olveth common fulphur, and redu- 
ccth it into a milk, which by further ripening may 
be turned into blood, the like whereunto no fpirit 
is able to do. The fame fpirit may alfo of it felf, 
without addition of fulphur be fixed into a ruby } 
but that which is ripened .with fulphur is the bet¬ 
ter ; and if it be brought fo far by the fire, that 
it have loft its ftink, and be made fixed than it 
will be able fufficiently to pay for the pains and 
coals beftowed upon it. 

N. B. Hither belongeth the Procefs to pour dif- 
folved metals upon filed hartfhorn, and fo to diftil 
them. 


rofive water,, fo that it turneth thick, like unto ma- 
ftich, W'hich in the warmth is foft, and may be hand¬ 
led with owns fingers like wax, but in the could 
it is fo hard, that it may be broken and made in¬ 
to powder, and gliftereth like gold. 

Of the oyl of foot, 

* 

O F the foot, which is taken from Chimneys, 
where nothing is burnt but wood, there may 
be diftilled a fharp volatile fait and a hot oyl. The 
fait is in vertue not unlike unto that which is made 
of hart-lhorn or ambar, and it quencheth inflamma¬ 
tion, from what caufefo ever it do proceed: The 
oyl may without rectification externally be ufed ve¬ 
ry fuccefffully for all loathfome fcabs, and for a 
feald head, &c. But if it be rectified, as hath been 
taught to be done with the oyl of Tartar, of Am¬ 
bar, and of Hartfhorn } then it may fafely be ufed 
inwardly, as the the above written oyls are ufed} 
for it doth as well as thefe, yea better in fome fpe- 
cial cafes. 

How to make a good oyl out of foot without difilling. 

B Oyl the foot in common watter, till the water 
turn blood red (urin is better than water) and 
fet this foUntion (being in an earthen pot) in winter 
time into the greateff froft fo long till all in the pot 
be frozen into one peice and turned white: then 
break the pot and the ice,and in the midft thereof you 
will find the hot oyl unfrozen and liquid in colour 
like blood , which is not much inferior in vertue 
unto that which is diftilled, vet afterward it may 
be rectified, and fo exalted in its vertue, when you 
pleafe, and it is to be noted, that this feparation do- 
eth only fucceed in the great eft frolf and cold, and 
not clfe- >. 


Of the oyl of Amhar. 

’ A Mbar yeildcth a very pleafant oyl and of great 
jf\. vertue efpecially the white Ambar: the yel¬ 
low is not fo good, and the black is inferior to this} 
for by reafon of its impurity it cannot be well u- 
fed inwardly; and there cometh over alfo along with 
it a volatile fait and an acid water, which muft be 
feperated •, the water (for ought that I know ) is 
of little vertue; the fait if it be fublimed from the 
fait of Tartar and purified., is a good diuretick, 
and in the Stone and the Gout, may fuccefsfully be u- 
fed both inwardly and outwardly. The oyl if it 
be rectified, efpecially that which comes over firft, 
is an excellent medicine againft the Plague, Epi- 
lepfy, riling of the Mother and Megrim, 6, 8, 10, 
to 20. drops being taken thereof at once, and the 
noftrils alfo being anoynted therewith for to fmell 
to it; and it is to be obferved, that when it is recti¬ 
fied with fpirit of fait, it proveth much clearer, 
than done by it felf without addition: but if it be 
rectified with fait of tartar, it is of much more ver- 
tuc, though it fall not fo clear, as that which is 
done by fpirit of fait. 

N. B- If it be rectified from a Itrong Aqua Re¬ 
gia having before once r.Iready been rectified with 
fpirit of fait, it will turn fo fubtle, that it is able 
to diflolvc iron or copper in fome fort , and 
to reduce them into good medicines ; .and in this fe- 
cond rectification by Aqua Rcgta all will not come 
•over, but part of it will be coagulated by the cor- 
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Of the fpirit and oyl of honey , 

O F honey there may be made a fubtle fpirit and 
a fowre vinegar, if it be mingled with twice 
as much of pure calcined fand and fo diftilled } and 
it falleth much better yet if it be made with the 
flores of Antimony, which were taught to be made 
in the firft part, whereby the fpirit is increafed in 
its vertue, and its running over hindred thereby; 
and fo diftilling it, there will come over a pleafant 
fpirit, a fharp vinegar and fome red oyl alfo, which 
muft be feperated: the fpirit after the rectificati¬ 
on inwardly ufed is good in all difeafes of the lungs. 
It openeth and inlargeth the Breaft, ftrengthneth 
the Heart, takes away all obftruCtions of the Liver 
and Spleen; it dillolveth and expelleth the Stone, 
refifteth all putrefaction of the Blood} preferveth 
from, and cureth the Plague; all Agues, Dropfies, 
and many other difeafes, daily ufed from 9 j. to 
5 j- taken with diftilled water proper for the difea¬ 
fes : the fower vinegar coloureth hair and nails as 
yellow as gold : it cureth the itch and fcabs of the 
skin; it cleanfeth and healeth old and new wounds, 
they being bathed and waflied therewith. 

The red oyl is too ftrong to be ufed of it felf, 
it may be mingled with the fubtle fpirit which 
came over firlt and fo ufed, and the fpirit will be 
exalted thereby in its vertue. 


Of 
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Of the oyl and fpirit of fugar. 

I N the fame manner as hath been taught of ho¬ 
ney, there is alfo made a fpirit and oyl of fu¬ 
gar, viz., adding pure fand to it; or ( which is bet¬ 
ter) of the flores of Antimony, and then according 
to the rules of Art one fpoonful after the ocher of 
this mixture call in, it will yeild a yellow fpirit, 
and a little red oyl, which after the diftillation 
mult be digefted in Balneo fo long together , till 
the fpirit have alTumed the oyl and be turned 
thereby very red in colour ; it needeth not to be 
rectified, but may daily be ufed either by it felf, 
or with fuch vehicles as are proper for your pur- 
pofe ; in all it is like in virtue unto that which was 
made of honey •, yet this of fugar is more pleafant 
than the other; it reneweth and reftoreth all the 
blood in man, in regard that it received great ver- 
tuefrom the diaphoretical flores of Antimony ; and 
this fpirit may fitly be ufed in all difeafes, it can 
do no hurt, neither in cold nor hot difeafes ; it 
doth help nature mightily, and doth fo much good, 
that it is almoft beyond belief. Efpecially if for 
a time it be ufed daily from 9 j. to 3 j. The refidue 
of it is black, and maybe kept for the fame ufe a- 
gain, viz., for an addition to other honey or fugar, 
or elfe you may fublime it again into flores in the , 
furnace deferibed in the firft part, or in the furnace 
deferibed in the fourth part of this book, with an addi¬ 
tion of iron or tartar, or fait nitre, reduces it into a 
Regalas , &c- 

To diflil an excellent fpirit and a blood red ttnBure of 
corals and fugar. 

I F you mix fugar with red corals made into pow¬ 
der and diftil it, there will befides the fpirit 
come over a blood -red tindure like a heavy oyl, 
which is to be joyned with the fpirit by digeftion 
in Balneo, and it will be as vertuous as that which 
was made with Antimony diaphoreticum- It doth 
perfedly and laflingly cure theepilepfie in young and 
old; it cleanfeth the blood from all filth, fo that 
the Leprofie together with its feveral fpecies may 
be cured thereby, o-c. Its ufe is the fame as was 
taught above of the Antimonized fpirit of fugar. 

Of the fpirit of Alufeor new Wine. 

T Ake fweet Mull or juice of grapes, as foon as it 
is fqueezed out, boyl it to the coufillency of 
honey- and then mix it with fand,- corals, or (which 
is better ) with flores of Antimony, and fo diftill 
it, and it will yield fuch another fpirit as that which 
is made of honey or fugar, only that this is fomewhat' 
tarter than that of honey. With honey, fugar and the 
juice of grapes, feveral metals may be diifolved in 
boyling and fo prepared and made up into divers 
medicaments, both with and without diftillation, 
after the fame manner as was taught above with tar¬ 
tar : for honey, fugar, and the juice of grapes, are 
nothing elfe but a fweet fait, which by fermentation 
and addition of fome fower thing, may be changed 
into a fower Tartar, in all like unto that which is 
gathered in the wine veflels. There may be made 
alfo a tartar out of cherries, pears, apples, figs, and 
all other fruit, yielding a fweet juice ; as alfo of rye, 
wheat, oats, barley and the like, whereof in the 
third part more Ihall be faid. 

For every fweet liquor of vegetables, if it be 
turned infide out, by fermentation may be changed 


to a natural fowre tartar; and it is utterly falfe, that 
(as fome do fuppofe) only wine yields tartar, which 
by daily ufe made of it by thofe that have very hun¬ 
gry ftomachs (like Woolves) indiftindly together 
with the nourifhment went into the limbs, and there 
turned to a ftony matter. If this were true, than 
in cold Countries, where no wine groweth, men 
would not be troubled with the Gout or Stone 
the Contrary whereof is feen daily: though 1 mnft 
confefs , that among all vegetables-none yeildeth 
more than the vine, the concurrent acidity being the 
caufe thereof; for it turneth thefweetnefs into tar¬ 
tar ; for the fowrer the wine is, the more tartar it 
yielcleth ; and fo much the fweeter, fo much the lefs 
tartar. By this difeourfe an induftrious Chymift 
may eafily come to know the original nature and 
properties of tartar, and in defaulc of wine, how 
to make it out of other vegetables; common fait or 
the fait of tartar may be diftilled with honey, fugar , 
or fodden wine ( fapa ) and it will yield fuch ftrong 
fpirit?, that metals mav be dilfolved with them, and 
they are not to be defpifed in Phyfick and Alchymy. 

Of oyl Olive. 

O l.lt of oyls made by expreflion fas oyl olive, 
rape oyl, wallnut oyl, hempfeed oyl, linfeed 
oyl, and the like) there may be diftilled a penetra¬ 
ting oyl, uleful both out wardjy and inwardly, which 
is done thus: Take common potters clay not min¬ 
gled with fand, frame little bals of ic, as big as a 
pigeons or hens-egg, burn them f but not too ftrong)' 
to a hard ftone, fo that they may attrad the oyl ; 
and when they are no more quite red-hot, but pret¬ 
ty hot, then throw them into oyl olive which is the 
beft; let them lye in it, till they be quite full and 
drunk of the oyl, which will be done in two or 
three hours ffome call them red hot into the oyl, 
but amifs, becaufe the oyl contrads thence an Em- 
pyrenma) then take them out, and caft in one or two 
of them at once into your diftllingsvelfel made rcd--hot, 
and let it go ; and within a while after caft in one or 
two more, and continue this till yon have oyl e- 
nough. If the veflel be fuil of the bals, take them' 
out with the tongs or ladle, that you may pro¬ 
ceed without let in your diftillation, and in this man¬ 
ner you need not fear the breaking of your retort 
or receiver, or the burning of your oyle. The di¬ 
ftillation being performed take off’ your receiver, 
pour the oyl that came over into a glafs.retorc , 
and redify it from calcined Allome or Vitriol, and 
the Allome will keep baek the blacknefs and ftink, 
and fo the oyl will come over clear, which muft be 
yet redified once or twice more with frelh calcined 
Allome, according to the intenfnefs of penetrating 
which you look for; that which cometh over lirft, 
ought Hill to be caught by it felf, and you. will 
get a very fair, bright and clear oyl, which is ve¬ 
ry fubtle; but that which cometh after is fome¬ 
what yellow, and not fo penetrating neither as the 
firft', and therefore it is but lor external ule to 
extrad flores and herbs therewith, and to make pre- 
tious balfams for cold and moyft fores. Ailo you 
may diflolve with it Amber, Maftick, Myrrh, and 
the like attradive things, and with Wax and Colo¬ 
phony reduce it to a plafter,. which will be very 
good in venemous fores and boy Is, for to attrad 
the poyfon, and to heal them out of hand. If you 
diflolve in it common yellow fulphnr made into pow¬ 
der, you will get a blood red balfoni, healing all 
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manner of fcabs, and other like defcftsof the skin i 
efpecially when you add to it purified verdegreafe, 
and in hot fores Saccharum Satumi , which in a gen¬ 
tle heat and by continual ftirring about do eafily 
melt and mingle therewith. It needeth not to be 
done in glaltes, but may be done in an ordinary 
earthen pot or pipkin. 

The life of the blejfcd oyl. 

T Hc firft and clear is of a very penetrating na¬ 
ture : fome drops thereof given in fome A- 
fjua vita , prefently Hays the collick, proceeding 
from winds that could not be vented-, as alfo the 
riling of the mother, the navil being anointed 
therewith: and a cold humour being fain upon the 
nervs, whereby they are lamed ; if you do but a- 
noint them with this oyl, and rub it in with warm 
hands, it will quickly reftore them, and therefore 
in regard of its prefent help, may well be called 
Oleum finhhim. If yon extract plates of iron or 
copper with this oyl, it will turn deep red or green, 
and is a foveraign remedy for to warm and dry 
up all cold and watery fores. It confumcth allfo 
all fuperfluous moiflurc in Wounds and ulcerous 
Sores, as alfo all other exercfccncies of the skin: 
it healeth tettars and feald-heads, and other like 
defefts proceeding from fuperfluous cold and inoi- 
fturc. You may alfodilTolve in it Euphorbium and 
other hot gums, and ufc them againlt great froft, 
for what limb foever is anointed therewith, no fro ft 
how great foever can do it any hurt. The bal- 
fames made with gum or fulphur may be alfo di- 
llilled by a retort , and in fome cafes they are 
more ufeful than the undiftilled balfame. 

Of the oyl of Wax. 

I N the fame manner may be diftillcd alfo the 
oyl of wax, the ufe whereof is in all like un¬ 
to the former; and for all cold infirmities of the 
nerves, this is found more effeftual yet than the 
former, 

A Spirit good for the Stone. 

O llt of ftones which are found in grapes, there 
may be diftillcd a fowrc fpirit, which is a 
certain and fpccifical remedy for the ftonc in the 
kidneys and bladder, and- alfo for all pains of the 
gout. It is not onely to be ufed internally, but 
alfo externally, wetting clothes in it, and apply¬ 
ing them to the places afteded, and it will allwage 
and drive away the pains. 

Of the fpirit or acid oyl of Sulphur. 

T O reduce fulphur into a fowre fpirit or oyl 
hath been fought hitherto by many, but found 
by few. Moft of them made it in glafs-bells, but 
got very little that way ; for the glafl'es being 
quickly hot, could not hold the oyl, fo that it 
went away in a fmoak. Some thought to get it 
by diftilling, others by diffolving, but none of all 
thefe would do the feat. Which is the reafon 
why now - adayes it is found almoft no where 
right, and in the Drugfters and Apothecaries (hops 
they ufually fell oyl of Vitriol inftcad of it, which 
by far is not to be compared in vertue to the oyl 
of fulphur, For this is not onely of a far pleafanter 
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fowre tafte, but in efficacy alfo much exceeds the 
other. And therefore being of fo great ufe both 
in Phyfick and Alchymy, as in all hot difeafes, 
mingling the patients drink therewith, till it get 
a pleafant fowre taft, for to quench the intolera¬ 
ble drowth, to ftrengthen the llomach, to refreffi 
the lungs and the liver: Alfo externally for to cure 
the gangreen: Alfo for to Chryftallife fome me¬ 
tals thereby, and to reduce them into pleafant vi¬ 
triols , ufeful as well in Alchymy as Phyfick: I 
thought good to fet down the preparation, though 
it be not done in this our Jiftiliing furnace, but 
in another way by kindling and burning it as fol¬ 
lowed]. 

Make a little furnace with a grate, upon which 
a ftrong crucible mull: be faftned refting on two 
iron bars, and it is to be ordered fo that the fmoak 
be conveighed ( not above by the crucible, but ) 
through a pipe at the fide of the furnace : the 
crucible muft be filled with fulphur even to the 
top; and by a coal-fire without flame be brought 
to burn and kept burning. Over the burning ful¬ 
phur , a velTel is to be applyed of good ftony 
earth like unto a flat difli with an high brim, 
wherein is alwayes cold water to be kept, and 
wherennto the burning fulphur doth flame: which 
thus burning, its fatnefs confumcth, and the acid 
lalt is freed and fublimed to the cold veflcl, where 
it is diflolved by the air, and in the form of a 
fliarp oyl runs from the hollow veflcl into the re¬ 
ceiver, which muft be taken off fometime, and 
more fulphur fupplyed inftead of that which hath 
been conliimed, to the end that the fulphur may 
ftill burn in the crucible: and beat with the flame 
to the cold head : and within few dayes you will 
get a great quantity of oyl, which elfc by the 
(campana) glafs-bell in many weeks could not have 
been done. 

N. B. Such a fowre fpirit or oyl may alfo be 
got by diftillation together with the (lores, viz.. 
thus: If you take pieces of fulphur as big as hens 
eggs, and caft them one after another into the hot 
diftilling velfel, 3 fowre oyl together with flores, 
will come over into the receiver, which muft with 
water be feparated out of the flores, and the water 
abftradtcd from it again in a cucurbit, and in the 
bottome of your glafs body you will find the oyl, 
which in vertue and tafte is equal to the former, 
but you get nothing near fo much in quantity by 
this way, and if you do not look for the oyl, you 
may leave it with the flores, which by reafon of 
their pleafant acid tafte are much toothfomer to 
take than the ordinary ones. 


To the Courteous Reader. 

T IJns 1 conclude this fccond part ; 1 could have fet 
dotvn more medicinal proceffes in this Treatife: hut 
having as many as will he a fuffeient guide for the di¬ 
ftilling of other things alfo , I thought it good here to 
acepuiefce-, and whatfoever hath been here omitted, Jhad 
he fupplyed in the following parts. 
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THIRD PART 


O F 


^Hjilofopljtcal jfunwccs: 


hi which is defcribed the “Mature of the Third Furnace; by the help whereof , and that with ■ 
out Stills, and Caldrons, and other Copper, Iron, Tin, and Leaden Injlruments, various Ve¬ 
getable burving Spirits, Ext rafts, Oyls, Salts, See . by the help of a certain little Copper In: 
firument , and Wooden Veffels are made for Chymical and Medicinal Ufcs. 


A Preface of the Copper Inftrumcnt and Furnace. 

N O IV this Instrument is made of prong Copperplates after the following manner. Ton mnfi make two 
prong hemifpheares of Copper or Latten of the bignefs of a mans head ( or thereabout ) and join them 
together with a mop strong fodtr , and that without tin, whereof the one mup have a pipe : Now the 
pipe map be of a mop exatt ronndrefs , that it may mop accurately ft'the hole that is made with an 
‘ anger or wimble to keep (the waterfront flowing out like to a tap , of the length of one fpan at leap 
Wider on the hinder part towards the globe , than on the forepart, which alfo mufl be according to the bignefs of the 
globe, greater or leffer , and be exattty joined with the bep foder to its hemifphear, aad the diameter of the 
forepart being very round like a tap, and mop exattly filling the round hole map be of two pngers breath. Now 
there is required to the forefaid infirnment or globe, a certain peculiar little furnace made of iron or copper, 
Viz. moil- frong copper plates , covered within with pones or the bep lute, into which is put that globe like a re¬ 
tort, fo that it may ly upon two iron bars of the dipance of a fpan , or fpan and half frbm the grate ; the 
ttedi whereof (that pip;) goeth forth of the furnace one fpan at leap. The furnace alfo mup have below*a place for 
the apes, and above a cover with its hole for the letting forth of the fmoke, and for regulating the pre, as 
yon may fee by the annexed figure. It imp alfo below have a treefoot, on which the furnace mup be fet, and 
on the pdes two handles by the help whereof it may be removed from place to place ; the which is very necef- 
fizry \ for it is not only ufed fer the difiilling of burning fpirits by wooden Vcfcls iipead of coppor, but alfo 
for finch dp illation, and digepion that is performed in gourds, bolt. heads, and other inpruments of ?lafs, /lone, 
copper, tin , &c* which are to be fet it Balneo : alfo in the boy ling of beer, metheglin, nine, and other drinks, 
which are to be performed by the help of wooden Vefjds, 


Of Woodenjnftruments that arc to be ufed inf ead of Stills, (Baths, and (fauldrons. 

J>1 the frfi Figure, A reprefents the Furnace with a Copper Globe. B. The Copper Globe. C. The di¬ 
ttoing Vellel. D. The Refrigeratory with a Worm. E. The Receiver- F. Stools on which the Veirels 
ttand. x T l,e Scwd, A Balneum with a Cover having Holes in it for the Glailes, fet upon a Tree-foot. 

Ike Third, A Wooden VelTel for the making of Beer. The Fourth, A Tub for a moitt Bath, which is 
to be warmed by the Copper Globe. The Fifth, A wooden Box for a dry Bath to provoke fweat with 
Volatile Spirits. 


I N the firft place I fhall fpeak of wooden Vef- 
fels that are to be ufed inftcad of Copper 
ftills, in the difiilling of burning fpirits out 
of wine, beer, lees, malt, wheat, meal, roots, 
hearbs, flowers, feeds, and other vegetables, 
as alfo oyls of vegetables. 

See that thou hall an oken barrel, like to thofe 
wherein wine and beer are kept, of a juft bignefs, 
Viz - anfwerable to the bignefs of the globe, as is 
fyfScient for the codtion '• for a barrel that is too 


big will make the codion flow, and tedious. A 
greater globe may be fitted to a lefler barrel, but 
not on the contrary, a great barrel to a little glob# : 
For by how much the bigger the globe is, and the 
lefs the barrel, fo much the fooner is the work 
haftned. Now feeing that this Art was invented 
for the faving of colls, which otherwife would 
have been expended in providing of llils, caul¬ 
drons, furnaces, &c. it is belt not to have too 
great a globe, which requires a greater furnace, and 
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is more hardly to be carryed, becaufe it is to Ibe 
covered within with lute, or a wall - , for it is iurhci* 
ent if it be big enough for the cofrion. Where¬ 
fore I will give you a juft and due proportion of both, 
viz, of the globe, and velfel, which in diftillations 
and other operations, the curteous reader may imi¬ 
tate- , , 

A globe of the bignefs of a mans head, contain¬ 
ing three or four Cannes, whereof each contain¬ 
ed four pints, is fuflicient for the heating of a bar¬ 
rel of 30, 40, 50, 60. and 100 gallons, winch by 
how much the more remote from 100 and nearer to 
30, fo much the fooner is it heated, and the coiti¬ 
on furthered ^ and on the contrary, by how much 
the nearer it is to 100 and more remote from 3®’ 
fo mueh the flower is the coftion- 1 do not there¬ 
fore advife that a huge barrel be chofen for a fmall 
globe, by realon of a long and tedious operation : 
And if all and every thing be not fo accurately ob- 
ferved to a hair, yet it matters not much, becaufe 
it fufficeth to do the fame thing by the help of 
one fmall copper inftrument of divers- forms. For 
in this way of drilling, wooden vcflels that are 
requilite to the diftilling o! fpirits, and boylingof 
Hear," and for baths arc more enfily provided, then 
fo many copper veflds in the common way. For 
by this means not only cofts arc lpaicd, but alfo it 
is in ftcadof building of furnaces, becaufe when a- 
ny barrel hath bcenufed, you may remove it, and 
fet another in the place of it for another operati¬ 
on, the which cannot be done with ftills and caul¬ 
drons fattened into a furnace. And this invention 
is for thofe that want Artificers, as Copperfmiths, 
&c. becaufe wooden inftruments are more eaftly 
provided: alfo by the help of this globe may moft 
iecret operations be performed. 

For the furnace with the copper globe may be 
built in one place, and in another place the Balneum-, 
viz. the places divided with a wall, fo that he that 
looks to the fire may not know- what is done in the 
Elaboratory ; for oftentimes the care of the fire is 
committed to heedlefs fervants, that break glals 
inftruments by their careleflenefs, by which means 
oftentimes a moft pretious medicine is loft-, which 
danger this invention is without- 

Wherefore this copper globe with its wooden vef- 
felsds more convenient then thofe copper ftills and 
cauldrons. But this I would have thee know that 
this new invented diftillation is flower, then the 
common way which is performed by ftills, and con-, 
fequcntly requires a long fire. I defire therefore the 
rich that dwell in large and fpacious houfes, that 
they would ufe the old way of diftilling-, but the poor, 
who have but little • houlhold conveniences, and the 
covetous, that they would ufe this little copper globe 
with its wooden vcflels : for although there be a 
longer fire required, yet thefe are not to be compa- 
red to thofe cofts which are othervvife expended up¬ 
on fo many copper vellels of fo many divers forms- 
• Let him therefore keep to his copper veflels, who 
cannot underftand me, for it concernes not me. 
Without doubt there are forne whom this my new 
invented way of diftilling will pleafe, before other, 
being communicated for the fake of the poor labou¬ 
ring houfe-keepers, that cannot boyl Beer, and di* 
ftili burning fpirits for lack of vcflels: for a globe 
of five or four pound is more eatily provided, then 
other copper vcflels of- 60, 80, 100 pound: alfo 
thofe wooden vellels arc more cafily provided then 
furnaces, which fome for want of place only can¬ 


not build. Choofe therefore which way thou wilt, 
for thefe things which I have wrote, I have wrote 
for the poors fake rather than for the rich. Cer¬ 
tainly rich men that have fpacious Elaboratories 
need not to be afhamed to follow this way, for it is 
free for every man to go a fliorter way, unlefs they 
had rather prefer the old way before a new and 
compendious, whom I cannot help, being contented 
with a publication which is made for the fake of 
my neighbour, whether it be taken well or ill, with 
a good minde, certainly knowing that more profit 
then difprofit may be obtained by the help thereof. 

It fhall not therefore repent him of his labor, who 
knows rightly to prepare and ufe this copper, and 
wooden velfels. 

There fellows now the preparation of the vcjfel. 

T H E veflel being made is to be placed with one 
bottom, nponaftool that is fitted for it, which 
being done, make a hole with a wimble neerthe bot¬ 
tom, for the receiving of the neck of the copper 
globe, which is to be covered over with a linnen 
cloth : make alfo about the lower bottom another 
hole for a tap, by the help whereof the remainder 
of the diftillation is drawn forth: alfo you muft 
make a large hole in the upper bottom, the diame- 
1 ter whereof muft be one fpan for to pour in the wa- 
' ter to be diftilled, with a funnel. Alfo there muft 
be made a hole near the upper bottom of two or 
three fingers breadth, into which is to be put a cop¬ 
per pipe of a fpan long, which is to be fattened 
clofcly therein -, and to this pipe another oaken vef- 
fel with a copper worm and cold water jike to o- 
ther refrigeratories, muft be applycd. Alfo the 
joints of the aforefaid fhort pipe, viz. of the firft 
barrel, and of the fecond barrel, viz. the refrigera¬ 
tory muft be ftraightly, and dofely united toge¬ 
ther, which afterward may be the better joy ned to¬ 
gether with a fit lute for the diftilling- And this is 
the form and falhion of the wooden veflel, that is 
to be ufed in the place of copper veflels, in the di¬ 
ftilling of burning fpirits and oyls. But thou wilt 
object that thefe kind of wooden veflels are porous, 
and drink up great part of the fpirit and oyls. 

1 anfwer-, none of the fpirits feeketh a violent 
paffage out, in cafe the ways be open There is no 
danger therefore, when there is paflage enough giv¬ 
en them by a pipe that is wide enough. Neither 
doth oyl ftick to them in diftillation, for vvhatfo- 
ever is by force of the boyling water to be fepara- 
ted from the fpices, and feeds v jthat alfo is fublima: 
ble by the force of the Teething water, fo as to di* 
ftili in, fo that in the refrigeratory no more is loft 
than in the ftills. Diftillation being made, the a- 
forefaid fpirits may be rectified in thefe wooden 
veflels, (being firft walhedj as well as in copper 
ftills. 

The making of a wooden vejfcl for a Balneum , which is to 
l e ufed in (lead of copper and leaden Cauldrons for 
dtgcfiion , and di filiation by glafs vejfels. 

M Ake an oaken veflel as big or as little as you 
pleafe, according to the gre2tnefs, or little- 
nefs, multitude, or fewnefs of the veflels, cf two 
or three fpans high, a little narrower above then 
below, and fo fafliioned above, that a cover of wood, 
copper, or lead, may moft dofely be joyned to it: 
the cover muft have holes greater or Idler, accord¬ 
ing 
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ing to the glafles, as is wont to be in the making of 
a Balneum, as you may fee by the the annexed 
figure. This veil'd alfo muft be placed upon a ftool 
of the height of an ell,or fuch height as is required for 
the joyningof the copper globe with the Balneum, 
which muft have a hole*near the lower bottom, for 
the receiving of the neck of the aforefaid globe. In 
defed of fuch a veil'd, which yet you may provide ea- 
fily enough, take a wine or bear veflel divided in the 
middle, and make a hole near the bottom for the 
neck of the globe, make alfo a wooden cover with 
holes, &c. He that will be curious may provide all 
things according to the beft Art. 

A wooden vefiel ferving for boy ling of bear, metheglin , 
vinegar , &C. as well as copper, iron, and tin vejfcls. 

M Ake a wooden vcifel, which fhall be more high 
than broad, a little wider above than below, 
as you pleafe: or take a wine or bear barrel divi¬ 
ded in the middle, and near the bottom make a 
hole for the neck of the globe, which is to be 
covered with boards, which ferves as well for the 
boyling of bear, &c, as thofe of copper- 

A wooden vejfel for a bath for fweet, or mineral water, 
which may be according as you pleafe } kppt warm, for 
the preferving of health. 

M Ake a long wooden tub convenient to lit in, 
which is to be fet upon a ftool of a juft height, 
viz., that the bottom of the veflel may anfwer the 
neck of the globe which is put into the furnace : 
you may alfo have a cover, that may cover the 
whole tub, which may be divided and united in that 
place where the head goes forth, as appears by the 
annexed figure, or you may cover it with a cloth, 
laying it upon fmall crooked fticks faftned to the 
tub, yet fo that the head may have its liberty, e- 
fpecially in a vaporous bath of common fweet, or 
medicinal watery or make a high wooden cover 
Ihutting very clofe, for a dry fweat, where it is 
no matter whether the head be # fhut in or no. 

Of the tife of wooden vefiels in difiilling, boyling, bath- 
thing , &c> And firfi of the difiilling vefiel. 

H E that will diftill any burning fpirit by help of 
the difiilling veflel, out of wine, metheglin, 
bear, barley, wheat, meal, apples, pears, cherries, 
figs, &c. alio out of flowers, feeds, and other ve¬ 
getables, hath need fo to prepare his materials, that 
they may yield their fpirit. Where 1 thought it 
convenient, and indeed neceflary to fay fomething 
of the preparation of each vegetable, for better in¬ 
formation fake, orelfe a profitable diftillation is not 
to be expected, but labour in vain to be feared. 

Aid firfi of the preparation of the lees of wine , bear, 
hydrotnel, and other drinks. 

T He lees of wine, bear, hydromel, c he. have no 
need to be prepared, becaufe they do eafily e- 
nough of themfelves yield their fpirit, unlefs haply 
having loft all their humidity they be dryed, which 
you may make moift again by the admixion of com* 
mon water, left they be burnt in difiilling & flick to 
the veflel •, of which thing more in the diftillation 
it felf. Now flowers, roots, hearbs, feeds, fruits, 
apples, pears, cannot be diftilled without a forego¬ 


ing preparation. You muft therefore firft prepare 
them, as followeth. 

Of the preparation of all kind of corn, as Wheat, Oats , 
Burly, &c. which muft .go before the difiilling of 
the Jpirit. 

A Nd firft of alia malt muft be made of the corn, 
as it is wont to be in the making of bear! 
Now the manner of making of malt is known al- 
moft to all, wherefore I need not fpeak much of 
that, becaufe in all places that have no wine, there 
is fcarce any houfe found in which Malt and Bear 
is not made, as well in the country as cities- Buc 
however, there is a great deal of difference of mak¬ 
ing of it, for a long knife doth not make a good 
Cook, nor all drinkers of wine are good planters. 
For many have perfwaded themfelves, that, if they 
follow the footfteps of their fathers, they have done 
well (although they have been in an errour) and be¬ 
ing fcornful, refufe inftruCtion. Wherefore fome¬ 
thing is to be faid of the difference of malting. 
Although I never exercifed the Art of making Beer, 
yet I am certain I do in that excel all other Diftil- 
lers, and Brewers. For I often faw, and indeed 
with admiration, the fimplicityof many in their o- 
perations, although common, and dayly, to whom 
though an age fhould be granted, yet they would 
never be more thrifty, being content with their an¬ 
cient cuftomes. Good God ! How perverfe is the 
world, where nobody labours to find out any good, 
neither is there any one that thinks of perfecting! 
and amending things already found out: Where 
all things run to ruin, and all manner of vice in- 
creafe: for now almolt even/ one feeks only after 
riches by right or wrong ; for it is all one with them, 
if they have them, not thinking that things ill got¬ 
ten fhall perifh, and that the third heir fhall not 
injoy them, and that unjuft riches fhall devour thofe 
that have been honeftly gotten, with danger alfo 
of eternal damnation. I pray you, if our Anceftors 
had been fo negligent, and had lefc nothing to us: 
I pray you, I fay, what Arts and Sciences fhould 
we have had now? It is come to this pafs now, 
that vertues decreafe, and vices increafe. 

Of the dijference of malting. 

T He difference of malt, by reafon whereof it 
yields better or worfe beer, and fpirit, confifts 
for the moft part in the preparation thereof: for 
being made after the vulgar way it retains its taft, 
wherefore it cannot yield good fpirit, nor good 
beer, which is obferved of very few, wherefore they 
could not draw forth good fpirit out of corn, but 
fuch as favours of the taft and fmell of the malt.; 
Which is not the fault of the corn, but of the ar= 
tificer not operating aright in the preparation of his 
malt, in difiilling and rectifying. For if ic wer'fc 
prepared a right in all things, corn yields a very 
good fpirit, not unlike to that which is made out of 
the lees of wine, iri taft, odour, and other vertues. 
Which Art, although it be not known to all, yet 
it doth not follow that it is impoflible : Now I did 
not fay that it is that common way, whereby than 
fpirit, which is like to the fpirit of wine, is di¬ 
ftilled, but another which is more fubtil, and witty. 
Out of all vegetables is drawn a burning fpirit, yet 
fuch as is perceived by forae difference of the taft, 
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aud odour, but that is not the fpirits faults, but of 
the vegetable, as of hearbs, feeds, corn* err. com¬ 
municating their vertues, tall, and odour to the 
fpirit: whence that .fpirit deferves to be called not 
fimplc, but compounded,/or elfe all the burning fpi¬ 
rit (being rightly reflified from its flegm) is made 
out of any thing, having the fame vertues with 
the fpirit of wine, although it ,feem improbable to 
fome. ,1 do not deny that one fimple may yield 
more or lefs fweet fpirit than another. For lwee- 
ter wines yields fweeter fpirits: Alfo clear wine 
yields a fweeter fpirit than the lees of wine, al¬ 
though they come forth out of one and the fame 
veflel': For clarilied wine, and that which is fepa- 
rated from the feces yields a fweeter fpirit than 
the Lees, and impure and heterogeneal fediment, 
which corrupts the fimple, and fweet fpirit, with a 
ftrong taft and fmellr fo that that may defervedly, 
being as it were fimple, be preferred before this 
which is accidentally corrupted- And this is to be 
underftood of all other fpirits. What hath hither 
to been faid, hath been fpoken for the fakes of them, 
who have perfwaded thcmfelves that they could not 
perform chymical operations fo well by the fpirit 
of corn , as with the fpirit of wine, for I never 
found any difference of them in the extra&ion of 
minerals or vegetables. Let him therefore that can, 
receive my opinion, and experience, feeing I will 
have nothing to do with contradicting Carpers: 
Without hurt to others I dare not reveal the Art 
of diltilling a fweet fpirit with great profit out of 
corn, in all things like to that which is made of the 
feces of wine, viz., without the preparation or 
grinding of the malt, which fhall haply be £ * See 
Exp lie at. Mtrac. Mnndi~] communicated elfewhereat 
fome .time or other. For this Book is not written 
for the publifhing of fecrets, but of a new invented 
diftillation- But thou that wilt make a fweet burn¬ 
ing fpirit out of malt or honey ; know this, that 
the corn muft be brought after a certain peculiar 
manner into malt, and lofe its ungrateful favour be¬ 
fore its diltilling, and fermentiug, or elfe after the 
wonted manner a certain ungrateful fpirit will be 
drawn from thence, that cannot be compared to the 
fpirit of wine. The whole Art thereof confifts in 
a true preparation ; for ungrateful things are by 
Art brought into gratefulnefs, and on the contra¬ 
ry grateful things are made ungrateful by negli¬ 
gence. And thus much for information fake. 

Of the fermentation of Malt. 

T Ake of Malt ground in a Mill as much as you 
pleafe, upon which in a wooden vefiel fet up 
right, pour cold water, as much as will moyften 
it, and ferve for mixtion and comminution; then 
alfo pour as much warm water as will fuffice for 
the making the mixture moift and thin, and alfo 
warm; for it mult be neither hot nor cold: which 
being done mix with it fome new barm, and cover 
it with a cloth, and in a Ihort fpace, being expofed 
to heat, it will begin to ferment ( wherefore the 
yefl'cl is not tobcfillcd to the top ) and leave it fo long 
in fermentation , until the mixture defeends, which 
for the molt part is wont to be done the third day, 
and the malt will be ready for diftillation. 


Of the fermentation of Honey. 

N Either hath honey any need of a Angular Art 
in its fermentation, becaufe being mixed 
with < 5 , 7, 8, or jo. parts of warm water, it 
is diflolved, and unto the folution is added fer-i 
ment, as has been fpoken concerning male, which 
afttrward is left covered in fome heat .for to be fer¬ 
mented, being fit for diftillation when it becomes 
to wax hot. Now know that too great a quanti¬ 
ty of'honey makes a very flow fermentation, viz.. 
of fome weeks and months; wherefore for accele¬ 
ration fake, I advife that a greater quantity of wa¬ 
ter be added; although otherwife it yields plenty 
of fpirits, but ungrateful, which therefore I advife 
no body to diftil as being unprofitable, unlefs any one 
know how to take away the * ungratefulnefs there¬ 
of. f * See the Confolat. of Navigators, j 

Of the preparation of Fruits, Seeds , Flowers , 
Herb, Roots , &c. 

T He fruits of trees, as Cherries, Plumbs, Apples, 
Pears, Figs, Juniper-berries, Elderberries, 
Dwarf-elder, and Mulberries, &c. are bruifed in 
wooden veflels, with wooden pertils; and upon them 
being bruifed, is poured warm water, and ferment 
added to quicken it, as hath been above faid of 
malt. Seeds arc broken in a mill-, flowers, hearbs and 
roots, are cut fmall, and arc ftirred up to fermen¬ 
tation by mixing of warm water, and barm or yeft. 

An Annotation, 

B Efore thou diftil the aforefaid vegetables prepa¬ 
red by the help of fermentation,diligently weigh, 
and accurately obferve whether the mixture be fuf- 
ficiently fermented, for fometirces there is too much 
cold, or hot water put to it; fometimes the velfel is 
not well covered, by which means the cold air is 
let in, whence the fermentation is hindred, and con- 
quently the diftillation of the fpirit: For by the 
help of fermentation the burning fpirit of the vege¬ 
tables is fet at liberty, without which it cannot be 
done ; alfo the diftillation is hindred by too much 
haft, as well as by too much delay ; for if you be¬ 
gin to diftill before the time, viz., fermentation not 
being lyet perfefted, thou Ihalc have but few fpi¬ 
rits; wherefore alfo the better part is, by many that 
are unskilful, caft to the fwine, but without any 
great lofs, if the matter were malt, becaufe that 
fwine are fed therewith; but not fo if other vege¬ 
tables were the matter of the diftillation. Alfo too 
much flownefs where the matter begins to be fowre 
before it be diftiiled, yields very few 1 fpirits, that 
which often happens, whilft hearbs, and flowers, 
Cfe. are out of ignorance left in fermentation 3,4, 
5. and more weeks, before they be diftiiled, for the 
greateftpart of the .fpirit is then turned to vinegar, 
which would not befo very ill done, if fo be thefe 
men knew how to clarifie the remainders, and turn it 
into vinegar, that nothing thereof might be loft; 
for the vinegars of hearbs, flowers, feeds, and roots 
are not to be contemned. And fo often times (a 
thing to be lamented) the better part, if they be 
fpices, and pretious things, is loft. 

The matter of the diftillation, and other choice 
tilings, as feeds and hearbs are caft away with lofs; 
wherefore for admonition fake l was willing to add 
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fuch things that the operators may have an oppor: 
tunity to confider the matter a little more profound¬ 
ly with themfelves, or at leaft of learning the art 
'of diftilling from countrymen , who do not fufler 
their malt to putrefy, grow lower or mouldy, be¬ 
fore they fall upon their diftillations, but prefcnt= 
ly fermentation being made (the third or the fourth 
day) begin their diflillation. 

But fome one will objeCt, that my vegetable fpi¬ 
rits are not pure by reafon of the ferment that is 
mixed, having in it felf a fpirit. 1 anfwer, there 
is not fo great a portion of the ferment mixed which 
can corrupt the vegetable fpirit- For although fome 
fpoonfuls of ferment yielding but a few drops of 
fpirits be added to a great quantity of the vegeta¬ 
bles •, yet there can come no hurt or detriment to 
io many quarts of the vegetable fpirit. 1 have feen 
fome fupercilious men that would not add ferment 
to the matter of their fpirit, but fugar or honey, 
by which they would promote fermentation, and fo 
have thought to get a pure fpirit, not conlidering 
that honey and fugar, after fermentation are made 
to, yield their fpirit alfo, whereof one fpoonful 
yields more than ten or twenty of Barm: But bo¬ 
ny and fugar fermenting not without difficulty them¬ 
felves, how can they promote the fermentation of 
other things? Who alfo have had experience,, that 
the addition of their ferment hath been fuperfluous, 
whilfl their flowers and hearbs have flood fome weeks 
in maceration, before they begun to ferment, and 
that often times they have contra<fted an acidity, 
muflinefs and flink, the rcalori of which was an un- 
futable ferment. There are indeed the fruits of 
fome trees that have a fwcet and full juice, as grapes, 
cherries, apples, pears, figs, c^r. which need not 
the addition of any ferment, having a natural fer¬ 
ment of their own, but other vegetables not fo, be¬ 
ing lean, as hearbs, flowers and roots- It is necef- 
fary there to promote the fermentation of them by 
the addition of a futable ferment, left in length of 
time thefe hearbs and feeds lofe their fpirit exha¬ 
ling in maceration. And thus much 1 was willing to 
fay for information fake, and indeed for the fake 
of them who feek after the bell and choiceft me¬ 
dicines, wanting a good burning fpirit as a compa¬ 
nion applicable to them. For this fpirit came not 
only by it felf, as Aqua vtta, into a medicinal ufe 
as well internal as external, efpecially that which is 
prepared of cordial, and cephalick hearbs; but al- 
fo being united with the proper oyls ofthofe hearbs 
in many defperatedifeafes, where it could put forth 
its vertues eminently- 

And thus much fufficeth concerning the prepara¬ 
tion of vegetables that goes before the diflillation 
of burning fpirits. 

The manner of difilling in general followetb. 

H T. that is going to dillil, hath need to flir his 
fermented matter very well with a Hick, that 
the thicker parts may be well mixed with the thin¬ 
ner, and then he mull fill therewith his diltilling 
velfel fet upon a treefoot, and joyned to the copper 
globe in the furnace on one fide, and to the refrigera¬ 
tory on the other, the joints in all places being 
well clofed either with Oxe-bladders,or with llarch 
and paper. Alfo the interiour part of the globe in 
the diltilling velfel mull be fenced with a copper 
or wooden basket, that the herbs, feeds, and other 
things enter not into the globe, into which only 


water mull come. Alfo the upper hole mull be 
dofe flopped with a fitting floppls wrapt about 
with linnen clouts, (viz., that hole by which the 
matter to be diflillcd is plit in) like to veflels of 
wine that are flopped. Which being well done, 
you mull kindle the fire in the furnace under the 
globe, until all the matter in the whole velfel boy 1 
well, and that burning fpirit rife, and go out, through 
the refrigeratory ( where it is condemned ) into the 
glafs receiver that is fet under it, no lefs than that 
diflillcd ouc of a Hill; and yon mult continue the fire till 
all the fpirit be conic forth, which you may know 
by the tafle. Which being done, and all things be¬ 
ing cold, let the remainders be taken out by the 
lower large tap-hole, for meat for fwine, or other 
ufes. The fpirit that is drawn off may be exalted, 
and reClilied at your pleafiire in the fame velfel, 
being full made clean together with the refrigera¬ 
tory. Note well, that fometimes thcie is left a fat 
oyl with the flegm in rectifying of the fpirit, pro¬ 
ceeding from that lieai b of which that was the fpi¬ 
rit, which did difl.il offwith the fpirit from the mat¬ 
ter with a ftrone fire in the firft diflillation, but in 
the rectifying could not afeend with the fpirit in 
a gentle fire, but is conftrained to remain with the 
inlipid flegm. And this oyl alfo hath its vertues, 
efpecially that which is rectified by a glafs gourd iu 
Balnco, with the fpirit of fait, and clarified. Notf 
the like oyl is got almofl: from all hearbs, roots, 
feeds, flowers, and fruits, butoutofonefubjeClmcre 
than another, according to the hot and cold temper 
thereof. Efpccialiy thefediment of wines yields a good 
quantity of fuch oyl, which being rectified is a me¬ 
dicinal true oyl of wine, but not before endued with 
a fweet favour, and it is an excellent cordial, al¬ 
though I know no body that knew this before. 

And thus I have Ihewed the general way of di- 
ftilling, burning fpirits, by help of the aforefaid 
wooden diftillatory. Now alfo follows, 

The manner of diftilling Spices , Seeds } Flowers , 
Hearbs , Roots, Woods , &c. 

F irft, the feeds mull be broken in a mill, flowers, 
hearbs, and roots cut fmall, the woods broken 
or rafped, upon which afterwards a good quantity 
of water (in which they may fwim ) mull be pour¬ 
ed for the maceration of them, fo that when the 
diflillation is ended there may remain fome water, 
left for want of water they be burnt in the diftil- 
ling, and yield an oyl favouring of an empyreuma , 
and not fweet- Neither is too great a quantity to 
be poured upon them, but as much asffiall ferve to 
prevent the burning of the aforefaid vegetables in 
the diftilling of the oyl thereof. And indeed frefh 
vegetables may prefently without any foregoing ma¬ 
ceration, being put with their proper waters into the 
diftilling veflel be diftilled. But they that be dry 
may for the fpace of fome dayes be macerated be¬ 
fore they be diftilled. Alfo the water appointed 
for maceration mull be faked, for the better mol- 
lifing, and opening the aforefaid materials, that they 
may fooner yield, their oyl. Now green and frefh. 
need not any fait water, yet it will not be hurt¬ 
ful to mix fome therewith, becaufe fait helps the 
boyling water, fo ns to make the oyl more cafily 
to afeend. It alio helps and furthers diflillation as 
doth Tartar and Allome, if they be rightly mix¬ 
ed and ordered. Which being all rightly done, 
the materials that are macerated mull be put by a 
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funnel into the diftilling veflel, and firemnft be giv¬ 
en as hath been fpokcn concerning the burning fpi¬ 
rit, and the oyl of the feed, or wood macerated 
in the water will come forth in the diftillation to¬ 
gether with the water. And although by this way 
more oyl comes forth, viz.. Maceration being made 
by the addition of fait, than without fait, by the 
help of the fweet water alone, as is the fafhion in 
all places almoft to diftill oyls of fpices; yet much 
remaincs infeparable by the water, and confequent- 
ly not to be fublimed with the water. Therefore 
the better way is that which I (lie wed in the fir ft 
part to be performed with the fpirit of fait, which 
if you pleale yon may follow. All the oyl being 
come forth (which is perceived by the changing of 
the receivers) the fire is to be extinguifted, and 
the remainder is to be taken out, which if it be of 
feeds, hearbs, or fruits,' may, being yet warm, be 
fermented by the addition of ferment for the diftill¬ 
ing of the fpirit, of which there cannot be fo great 
a quantity by reafon of taking away of the oyl, as 
otherwife is drawn out of things that have not loft 
their oyl: For all burning fpirit partakes of much 
oyl, of the cfience, and nature whereof more a little 
after. Now fpirits muft be made without the ad= 
dition of any fait, for fait hinders the fermentati¬ 
on, without which the burning fpirit cannot be had. 
But the water that is diltillcd together with the 
oyl, is to be fet in a certain temperate place, urn 
til the oyl afeend, and fwim upon the water, from 
whence it is to be feparated with a Tunnel (of 
which in the fifth part,) alfo there are fome oyls 
which do not afeend, but fall to the bottom, which 
are alfo to be feparated with a Tunnel, and kept 
for their ufes. Now how thefe oyls may be kept 
clear long, and not contract any claraminefs, (hair 
be taueht in the fifth part: but how they may after 
they have loft their clcarnefs by long ftandirig, and 
are become tenacious, be reftored and clarified a- 
gain, is taught in the firft part, wherefore 1 need 
rot here repeat it. 

How Oyls are to be coagulated into Balfames. 

I T hath been the cuftom a long time to turn aroma- 
tical oyls into Balfams, where always one hath 
been willing to excel another in this Art, which ne- 
verthelefs was nothing hitherto, but- for a wafting 
and cleanfing •, for they could not be ufed inward* 
ly, but only outwardly for their odour to comfort 
the heart and brain. Now the aforefaid oyls are 
coagulated many ways, and are made portable in 
Tin, Silver, and ivory boxes. 

Some have mixed the fat of a lamb with them by 
help of heat, and have turned them into a liniment, 
which they have coloured with divers colours ; as 
for example, they have corrupted the oyls of green 
hearbs; as rofemary, marjoram, lavender, rue, fage, 
with a green colour, by the admixtion of verdi- 
greafe (which is noxious to the head and heart) 
■where one corroborates and refrefteth, another de- 
ftroys. They havetinged thcBalfam of Cinnamon, 
and lignum Rhodium with a red colour by the help 
of a poyfonons Cinnabar. Others that are more in- 
duftrious, have tinged their Oyls with extracted co¬ 
lours of vegetables, which balfams are more fafely 
taken inward : But they are not durable, acquiring 
a fiiminefs and ftink ; wherefore they have mixed 
white wax to coagulate them : By which means 
they are become more durable without (linking, but 


yet in length of timefo tenacious, that being (bea¬ 
red or rubbed upon the skin, they ftick fall by 
reafon of the wax that is mixed with them : at laft 
others have found out a better way of coagulating 
aromatical oyls, and other things, viz., by the ad¬ 
dition of the oyl of Nutmeg made by expreflion, 
having loft its odour and colour by fpirit of wine ; 
which they called the Mother of Balfames And this 
way hath been a long time concealed by Apo¬ 
thecaries as a great fecret, until at length it is 
become common, fo that balfames prepared af¬ 
ter this manner are fold almoft in all (hops: But 
although that be the beft way, yet they are noc 
durable balfames that are made that way, becaufe 
they lack fait. I do not contemn and difapprove 
of Balfames made after this way, for if a better 
way had been known, better had been made, for 
no man is obliged beyond his power. Wherefore 
they are not only to be excufed, that have ufed 
Lambs fat, Wax, and the oyl of Nutmegs in the 
making of their Balfames, but alfo to be honoured 
for their communication. Now feeing the afore¬ 
faid Balfames cannot be taken inwardly, nor be 
fo well outwardly adminiftred by reafon of their 
undfuofity , others have confulted to congeal the 
Oyls by the admixtion of their own proper fix- 
falts : And Balfames prepared after this manner 
arc made free from clammincfs, or tenacioufnefs, and 
may be difiolved in wine, beer, or any liquor- 
Wherefore they may be not only conveniently 
taken inward, but alfo more fitly than thofe old, be 
rubed outwardly for the odours fake, becaufe they 
are eafily wafted off again with water. They do 
not only give a moft fweet odour being rubbed, 
but alfo by reafon of the admixtion of the fixed 
fait, having the nature of fait of Tartar, do beau¬ 
tify the skin. Wherefore they are to be com¬ 
mended, being dilTolved in fair warm water for a 
lotion for the head, and face; not only becaufe 
they beautify, but corroborate with their excellent 
odour j which thofe fat Balfames cannot do. Where¬ 
fore this way is to be preferred far before the 
other. 

Let him therefore that will, receive what I have 
faid, for rare and new things are not alwayes accep¬ 
ted , efpecially being obfeure •• but 1 hope for the 
approbation of the age to come. 

The manner of preparing follows. 

T Ake the remains of the burning fpirit, and be¬ 
ing put into a fack, prefs it hard: reduce 
the water prefled out into vinegar , and of rofes 
thou (halt have a rofe vinegar, and of other things 
another, being the beft in a Family for to feafon 
meats: then take the remains out of the fack, 
and reduce it to white aftes in a potters furnace, 
upon which pour the flegm of its own burning fpi¬ 
rit ( being feparated ) to extract the fait, from 
which evaporate again all the humidity in a gla¬ 
zed earthen pot: calcine the coagulated fait gent¬ 
ly in a clean crucible, and it will be white and 
be like to fait of tartar in taft; from which ab- 
ftraft, fometimes its own proper burning fpirit, 
calcining the fait firft every time-, and the ipirit 
will be fo exalted by its proper fait, that it will 
prefently aflumc its proper oyl, and will, being pour¬ 
ed upon it, aftociate ic to it felf fo as to be per¬ 
ceived no more in the fpirit, which will remain ve¬ 
ry clear: Which being done, calcine the fait yet 
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once more very well in a crucible, and diflolve 
fo much of it in its proper flegm, as fuflketh for the 
coagulation of the oyl, then mix this folution with 
the burning fpirit, mixed with its oyl, and fet it 
in a vial of a long neck well ftopt, in Balneo, that 
the fpirit may not exhale, in the coition of it, 
and in the fpace of a few hours there will be an 
union of the mixture which will be as white as 
milk. Which being done, let the glafs cool, for 
there is a conjunction of the fpirit, oyl, and fait, fo 
that neither can be difeerned from another, which 
is to be poured into a vclfel of a wide mouth, and 
it will be congealed in the cold like a white oint¬ 
ment, not only to be anointed withal, but alfo to 
be diffolved in any liquor, being of an excellent 
odour, which may alfo be given inwardly very con¬ 
veniently, and being ufed outwardly it makes the 
skin beautiful and fweet •, wherefore this is that 
mofl; delired balfame of Princes and Ladies- And 
by this way the three principles of vegetables, be¬ 
ing feparated, and purified, are again reunited, in 
which union there is found the whole vertue, tall, 
and odour of the vegetable. 

Note well, That he that will colour balfamcs, 
mud draw the colour out of vegetables with fpi- 
1 it of wine, which he muft make to be coagulated 
together with it. After this aforefaid manner, 
therefore you may draw out of any vegetable that 
hath in it fait, fpirit and oyl , foluble and well 
fuelling balfomes without the addition of any o- 
ther ftrange thing, which are not to be contemned. 

And becaufc here alfo is taught that moil odo¬ 
riferous balfame of rofes, for rofes yield but a lit¬ 
tle oyl. without which that cannot be done, know 
that not only rofes or rofe leaves alfo are to be 
taken for the making the aforefaid balfome, but 
alfo together with the leaves thofe whole knots; 
for that yellow that is in them yields that oyl, 
not the rofe leaves, C Ire. And let what hath been 
faid fuffice concerning our preparation of balfames, 
which if they be rightly made, are'not I fuppofe, 
to be contemned, neither do I reject thofe that are 
made without fait: Let him that hath better com¬ 
municate them,and not carp at ours- And fo I would 
that all and each procefs fhould be comprehended 
under fome one general > viz. of diililling bnrning 
fpirits, and oyls, by the help of a wooden diddl¬ 
ing veilel, and their conjunction by the help of 
their proper fixed fait, I could here add more things 
concerning the ufe, and vertues of fpirits of wine, 
and of thofe molt fweet vegetable oyls; but be- 
caufe they are clearly enough fpoken of by others, 

I account it a fuperfluous thing to repeat the fay- 
ings of others, being contented with the deferip- 
tion of one only general procefs, which you may 
imitate in other particulars. 

There follows novo the ufe of the fccond wooden vejfcl , 
which is to be ufed inflead of thofe cf copper or lead, 
ferving for difi i Hat ions, digejh'ons > extratiions 7 and 
fixations- 

T He veflcl being made ready according to the 
prefeription fet down before, there is nothing 
elfe to do, than to fit the furnace with the globe^ 
and at your pleafure to heat water in it, with a 
government of the fire in the furnace. Now all 
things may here be done, which otherwife are done 
in a common Balneo ^ where there is no other dif¬ 
ference but of vefTels ; here is ufed a wooden vef- 


fcl, there a copper, leaden, or iron, &c. In this 
operation alfo is ufed the fame furnace with the 
fame globe, which was ufed above in thedidillation, 
wherefore you need add nothing elfe befidc, for 
nothing is more common than a Balneum in diftil 
lntion; let the demonftration therefore of the ufe 
of the copper globe fufficc. Now 1 thought it 
worth while to fet down fomc Chymical medici¬ 
nal extractsnot common , which may be made 
by the help of this Balneum , which being rightly 
prepared do many things in many difeafes. ' 

slid jirfl of a vomitive Extraft. 

T Ake an ounce of the flowers of Antimony, of 
purifyed Tartar 5 ij. of fugar-candy ij vj. of 
rain water two pints, being mixed together, fet 
them in a flrong vial in Balneo for to be cocked, 
and make them to boy 1 ftrongly the fpace of ten 
or twelve hours. Then the Balneum being cold, 
take out the glafs, and pour forth the decoCtion, 
and filter it through a brown paper put into a tun¬ 
nel ; the filtred water will be rcddifli betwixt fweet 
and fovvre, which take (the fasces in the filtre being, 
call away ) and in a fmall gourd glafs draw ok' 
all the moifture with a gentle fire in Balneo unto 
the confiltency of honey of a brownifh colour, up¬ 
on which again pour a pint of fpirit of wine, 
poured forth into a vial with a long neck ; and 
let it -in Balneo with a moderate heat the fpace of 
eight or fixteen hours, and then the fpirit of wine 
will feparate, and extract the effence , which will 
be more pure and noble , the fees being lefc 
in the bottom •> which after all things are cold 
are to be feparated by the Help of Filtration 
through a double brown paper. Then take the 
red tinCture that is filtred, and in a gourd glafs 
in a gentle Balneo draw off almolt all the fpi¬ 
rit of wine until there remain a matter like a very 
fweet fyrup, which being taken out keep as a moft 
excellent vomitive, moft profitable in many di¬ 
feafes , where other Catharticks can do nothing. 
For this medicine works moft gently, wherefore 
it may be given to children of a year and half 
old without danger, and alfo to old men. This 
medicine purgeth and attracts all humors from the 
nerves, and veins, opens all obftruCtions of the 
liver, fpleen, lungs, and kidneys, by which means 
many moft grievous difeafes are cured. 

I never found a vomitive comparable to this, which 
works quickly and fafely. The dofe of it is from 
grain 1, 2, 3,4. to 10. and 30. according to the 
age and ficknefs. It may be taken by it felf, or 
in wine, beer, C re. and it will within a quarter 
of an hour begin to work,-and ceafeth within two 
hours. Sometimes it doth not provoke vomit at all, 
but only ftools, where a glyfter is very helpful if 
it be given a little before the adminiftring of the 
aforfaid medicine, being made of two or three 
fpoonful of oyl Olive, and fait water •, for the 
glyfter prepares the way below, fo that it feldome 
then works by way of vomit: when affo the pa¬ 
tient may prcfently after the taking of the medi¬ 
cine hold hot tofted bread to his mouth and nofc, 
which hinders vomiting and promotes the opera¬ 
tion by (tool. But in my judgment it is better 
not to hinder the medicine feeking a fpontaneous 
way of operation, and not forced: For vomiting 
is more convenient for fome, than purging by (tool, 
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Now thefe things I have fpokcn for the fake of 
thofe, who although they abhor vomiting, yet de¬ 
fire to be purged by the efiencc of Antimony, 
which is of all that I know the molt fafe, and 
fwcet Cathartick- For it fearcheth the whole bo¬ 
dy far better than all others , and frees it Itom 
many occult difeafes, the which all other vegeta¬ 
ble Catharticks could not do. It hath alfo this 
commodity in it, that although by littlenefs of the 
dofe, or the ftroog nature of the patient it doth 
not work by vomit or ftool, yet it doth not like 
other medicines hurt the body but works either 
by fvveat or urine, fo that Antimony being right¬ 
ly prepared is feldome adminiftred without profit- 
When as on the contrary, vegetable Catharticks 
being given in lefs dofe or by reaion of fome o- 
ther caufes do not work , although they do not 
make the body fwcll, and produce mamfclt dileales, 
yet they threaten to the body occult fickncllcs. 

Now the Arcanum of Antimony doth not onely 
not do hurt, if it do not fcmibly operate, but by 
infcnfible working doth much good to the body ot 
man. Wherefore there is a great difference be¬ 
twixt purging minerals, and vegetables. For mi¬ 
nerals arc given in a lefs dofe without: naufeouf- 
nefs, but vegetables with a great deal of naufeouf- 
nefs, and fometimes with danger to the Tick in a 
Greater dofe- Now that naufeoufnefs alfo proceed¬ 
ing oftentimes from the great dofe of the ungrate- 
fut bitter potions does move hurt than the potion 
it fclf 1 wiih that fucli kind of grofs medicines 
were abolilhed, and the fweet Extrads of Vegeta= 
bles and Eflences of Minerals were fubfbituted in 
their place. 

A purging Extract- 


extrad I put down for the fakes of thofe that 
fear Minerals, and abhor Vomits, which in my 
judgment is the bell of all vegetable Catharticks. 

A Diapborctical Extract. 

T Ake the wood Saffafras, SarfTapnrilla, of each fix 
ounces; Ginger, Galengal, Zedoary, of each 
three ounces; long Pepper, Cardamoms, Cubebs, of 
each an ounce; Cinnamon, Mace, of each half an 
ounce; Englifh Saffron, Nutmeg, Cloves, of each a 
dram: Let the woods be rafped, the roots and fpi- 
ces poudered, pour upon them, being mixed, the 
fpirit of wine, and let the tindure be drawn forth 
in Balneo, as hath been abovefaid of the purging 
Extrad, evaporate away the fpirit to the conliltency 
of honey, which keep for your ufe. It is good in 
the Plague, Feavers, Scorbute. Leprofie, Frenchpox, 
and ocher difeafes proceeding, from the impurity of 
the blood, curing them by fweat. The Dofe of this 
Extrad is from a fcruplc to a dram with proper 
vehicles: itprovoketh l’weat prefcntly, driveth away 
all venenofities from the heart, and mundilies the 
blood. 

And although it be a mod elfednal vegetable Di- 
aphorctick yet it may not be compared to u Me fub- 
tilc fpirits of minerals, of which in the xono pare- 
Alfo animal diapnoreticks have their commendati¬ 
ons, as the ilefh of vipers, the ffxed fait of fpiders 
and toads, in their peculiar operations, wiieie each 
alone without the mixture or any other thing purs 
forth and (heweth its operations; ncaner are ani¬ 
mal and vegetable diaphoreticks to be compared to 
the mineral, as Bezoarticmn miner ale, Ar.timonmm di- 
aphonticum, and Aurnm diapbortticum. 

A Diuretical Extrad. 


T Ake of the roots of black Hellebore gatherd in 
fit time, and dryed in the air, one pound, 
the roots of Mechoacan, Jallap, of each four ounces; 
Cinnamon, AnnilTeed, and Fennelfeed, of each one 
ounce ; of Englifh Saffron a dram, powder all thefe 
Ingredients, then pour upon them the belt recline 
fpirit of Wine, in a high glafs gourd, and upon 
this put a blind Alembick, and fet it in digeftion; 
in Balneo until the fpirit of wine be tinged rec y 
which then decant oil'. and pour on gnelh, and 
fet it again in digeftion ; until the fpirit be red, 
then pour on frefh again, and do this fo often 
until the fpirit will no 1 more be tinged red, which 
commonly is done at three Times. Mix thelc 
tinged fpirits, filter them, and in Balneo by a glafs 
Alembick, with a gentle heat draw them oil from 
the Tincture, and a thick juice will remain at the 
bottom of a brownifh colour, which you mult ta^c 
out whillt it is yet hot, and keep it in a clean 
.-lafs for its ufes. The Spirit of Wine drawn off 
from the extract may be referved for the fame ufe. 
Now this extrad is given from grains 3,6,9,12. 
to 31. according to the age, and ftrength, being 
mixed with Sugar, it hath not an ungrateful tail, 
and it works gently, and fafely, it it be not gi¬ 
ven in too great a dofe. And if thou wilt have 
it in the form of a Pill , mix with it being yet 
hot, an ounce of clear Aloes, and half an ounce 
of Diagridium powdered, being mixed bring it in¬ 
to a mafs for Pills, and keep it for your ufe. I lie 
dofe is from grain r. to a fcruplc. It evacuates 
all fuperfluous humors, but it is not to be compa¬ 
red with the medicine of Antimony. And this 


T Ake the feeds of Saxifrage, Carraway, Fennel, 
Parfly, Netles, of each 3. ounces, the root of 
liquorifh, the greater burr, of each an ounce, the 
powder of woodlice half an ounce. Let thefe being 
mixed and powdered be extracted with fpiric of 
Juniper according to art: then mix thefe follow¬ 
ing things with the 'extracted matter: Take the 
fait of Ambar, Soot, Netles, of each half a dram, 
purified Nitre a dram: Let thefe fie powdered , 
and mixed with the extrad and this mixture 
be kept for ufe. The dofe is from a fcruble to 
a dram, in the water of parfly fennel, &c. This 
extrad forcech urin, opens the ureters, purgeth the 
reines, and bladder from all vifeons fiegme (the mo¬ 
ther of all rartareous coagulation) viz., if it be u- 
fed timely: In this cafe is commended alfo the fo- 
lution of flints, and cryftals, made with fpiric of 
fait. A greater commendation have falts of nephii- 
liek hearbs made by exprellion, and cryftallifation, 
without calcination, the preparation whereof fhall 
not here, but elfewhere be taught, 

A fomnifcrous Extrad. 

T Ake of Tbebatc opium four ounces, of Spirit of 
Salt two ounces, purified Tartar one ounce , 
fet them being mixed in maceration in Balneo in a 
glafs vcffel for a day and night, and the fpirit of 
fait with Tartar will open the body of the opium, 
and prepare it for extraction, upon which pour half 
a pint of the bell fpirit of wine, fet it in a gen¬ 
tle Balneo to be extraded. Decant off the fpirit 
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' that is tinged* and pour on frelli, fet it in digeftion 
till the fpirit be coloured. Then mix the axtradti- 
ons together, and put to them in a glafs gourd two 
drams of the belt Saffron, of oyl of Cloves a dram, 
and draw off the fpirit of wine in Balneo, and 
there will remain a thick black juice* which is to 
be taken out, and kept in a clean glafs vcffcl. The 
dofe thereof is from one grain, to five or fix, for 
tliofe of a mans age, but to children the fixth or 
eighth part of a grain- It may be ufed in all hot 
rlillcmpers without danger. It provoketh quicc fleep, 
mitigates pains as well outward as inward, it cauf- 
eth fweat ; but efpeeially it is a fure remedy for the 
cpilepfic in Children that are new-born; for as foon 
as it is given to them to the quantity of the eighth 
part of a grain in wine, or womans milk, there 
prefcntly follows reft, and fweat with fleep, by 
whis means the malignity is expelled, the children 
arc refrefhed, and define victuals, and the fit returns 
no more afterwards. Although haply the like fymp- 
tomes may be preccivcd again, yet if the aforefaid 
dofe be adminiltred again, the children are refrefh¬ 
ed, and cured wholly, whereas otherwile they would 
have dyed, ct'e., whereof 1 have not reftored few 
with this medicine- Moreover alfo there arc very 
effectual anodine medicines, as thofe volatile fpirits 
of vitriol, allomc, Antimony, and other minerals, 
with which, as alfo with that narcotick fulphur pre¬ 
cipitated from the volatile fpirit of vitriol, nothing 
may be compared. 

A Cordial Ext raft. 

HpAke red rofes four ounces, of the lilly of the 
A valley two ounces, the flowers of borage, rofe- 
mary, fage, of each an ounce - , cinnamon, lignum 
aloes, of each two drams - , cloves, mace, nutmeg, 
galangal, cardamoms the leffer, of each half an 
ounce; the fhavings of ivory, hartfhorn, of each an 
ounce; of Enghfi faffron a dram, of nnxvomica a 
dram : Mix them and reduce, them ro a fine pow¬ 
der, and let the tin&ure be extracted with fpirit of 
wine in Balneo, which is to be drawn offagain, un¬ 
to a juft confiftenee. Let the e.xtraft be kept for 
ufe. It may be ufed in almoft all faintings, and 
other affefts that are not joyned with a preterna¬ 
tural heat- The dofe thereof is from grains 3, 6, 

9- to a fcruple with proper vehicles; being often 
adminiflred it refrefheth the fpirit, corroborates the 
brain, and other parts of the body. It is made 
more efficacious by the adding of the effences of 
minerals, efpeeially of gold, of which thing fee the 
firft part concerning the fvveet oyl of gold. 

Of an odoriferous Ext raft. 

I Need not teach the making of any odoriferous 
vegetable extract, bccaufe the manner of draw¬ 
ing forth, or diftilling oyls of vegetables that have 
fweet odores, hath been fhewed a little before, as 
of hearbs, flowers, and feeds, which are the moft 
noble, and fweet effences of vegetables, by the o- 
dour whereof the heart and brain are corroborated, 
which being reduced into balfams are made tranf- 
portable. Better extracts therefore, and more excel¬ 
lent cannot in my judgment be made out of vege¬ 
tables, then thofe aforefaid oyls, unlefs any one 
would mix aromatical extracts made with fpirit of 
wine with metallick folutions, and being mixed di- 
geft them, then there will a certain moft odorife¬ 


rous oyl go from the extraft not only more effica¬ 
cious, but more excellent than that common diftil- 
led oyl by reafon of the admixtion of the fpiritu- 
al metallick vertue, efpeeially of gold and filver, dif- 
lolved in the acid Menftrmtm communicating its ver« 
tucs to the Aromatical oyl. Moreover any vegetable 
oyl may be exalted in vertues and odour by the 
help of fpirit of urine, or fait Armoniaek, by the 
help whereof not only odoriferous oyls arc exalted, 
but alfo the inodorous oyls of vegetables are made' 
odoriferous, if they be a while digelled in fpirit 
of urine: and not this only but every mineral, and 
metallick fulphur, although the odour thereof be 
bound up with moft ftrong bonds, is opened by the 
benefit thereof, and is reduced by digeftion in a very 
little time into a moft fweet and odoriferous ef- 
fcnce. Lixivial fpirits exalt the odours, and colours 
of fulphurs; acid purge fulphurs, but change their 
colonrs and odours. Musk and Civet get the fweet- 
nefs; and excellency of their odour from the fub- 
tile urinous fpirit of a certain Cat, digefting fome 
certain fat and converting it into fuel; a kind of 
moft odoriferous matter. 

And let this that hath been fiiid fuffice concern-' 
ing Extrafts, which might have been omitted, be- 
caufc many of thefe kind of Extrads are found in 
the writings of other authors in many languages: 
but I was willing to fet down thefe, left this book 
might feem to contain in it nothing clfe belides the 
new way of diftilling, being furnifhed alfo with good 
medicines. 

Of Baths 

A Little before hath been given a defeription of 
a Tub for a Bath in which any one may fit 
with his whole body except his head, not only to 
be wafhed in fweet warm water, whether medicinal 
and mineral, but alfo to fweat in without water, 
where the veffel is heated by warm vapours, either 
of fvveet waters, or minerals. And every one may 
provide fuch Baths for liimfelf according to his ne- 
ceflity at home, whereby the fame difeafes are cu¬ 
red as thofe that are cured by the help of natural 
Baths, fo that he need not for the baths fake go a 
great journey, but may ftay at home with his family 
and follow his Calling without trouble, when he hath 
occafion and need to ufed them. 

And whereas it cannot be denyed, that by the 
ufe of the Baths moft grievous difeafes which can¬ 
not be cured by Phyfitians, are happily cured ; I 
was willing for the fake of my neighbour to publifh 
this inftrument together with the preparation of 
mineral waters; which publilhing will not without 
doubt be vvithout profit, and advantage- Wherefore 
I will in brief fhew you the preparation of miner?.!, 
and fvveet waters, and their ufe, and firft, 

Of a Bath cf fweet cr common renter. 

T Hcre is no art to make a Bath of fweet water, 
for you have nothing elfc to do, then to fill 
your vcffcl with river or rain water, and to make a 
fire, which by the help of the copper globe will heat 
the water, which being fufliciently heated, you may 
fit in it, and cover the Tub, that the hot vapors c- 
vaporate not, nor the cold air enter in, and cool the 
exteriour parts of the body : Wherefore alfo you 
mnft apply a clean linnen cloth about your neck, 
left the warm vapors evaporate there: which being 
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rightly obferved, you may fit the fpace o* i- -• 3 - 
hours, or as long as you pleafe or your fteknefs re¬ 
quire. You mult keep a continual heat as much as 
is neceflary, which may be done by the help of that 
plobc. If you be thirlty in the mean time you may 
drink fornc proper diflillcd drink according to the 
nature of your difeafe, of which thing nothing now, 
becaufc 1 am refolved to write a peculiar hook.de Bal- 
mis. and here only to (hew the ufe of that copper 
globe in heating of Baths- And although there be 
not a pcrfefl inftruftion of all, yet of fame Baths, 
and their ufes there (hall a (hort inftruftion be given 
in this place. 

Of the nature , and property of tJAtttr.il Baths. 

K Now that the greateft part of medicinal wa¬ 
ters in Germany , and other countries as well 
hot as cold carry with them from the earth a cer¬ 
tain fulphureous acidity more or lefs: in which a- 
cidity coniifts that medicinal faculty and vertue of 
this or that water. And if thofe waters lofc their 
odour and tad by the exhaling of their fubtile ipirits, 
then all'o they loofe their vertues-, although alio 
there be found fome waters, which have not only a 
fpiritual fulphur, but alfo are impregnated with a 
certain mineral, or metallick body mixed with Al- 
lome, or Vitriol, which comes not elfewhcre then 
from 5 the common water running through the mines. 
There are found alfo other baths, the power and 
vertue whereof coniifts not in any fpiritual fulphur, 
nor in any metallick body mixed w ith fait, but on¬ 
ly in a certain fpiritual fait mixed with a certain 
fubtil fixed earth, which waters do not run through 
metallick mines as others do, but rather (tones of 
the mountaines calcined with a fubterraneal fire, 
whence alfo they borrow their fnbtil acidity with 
their infipid earth. And this no man will deny that 
hath the knowledge of volatile and fixed falts of 
minerals, and metals: the which 1 am able to de- 
monftrate with very many, and moft evident 'rea- 
fons, if time and occafion would permit ^ but it 
fhall be done fometime or other as hath been faid 
in a peculiar treatife. Now therefore 1 will only 
teach how by falts, minerals, and metals, artificial 
Baths may be made, which are notonly not inferi- 
our to the natural in vertue, but alfo oftentimes far 
better, and that without much cofl or labour, which 
any one may ufe at home in ftead of the natural 
for the expelling of difeafes, and recovering of 
health- And although 1 am refolved to fetfortha 
book that fhall treat largely of the nature, and o= 
riginal of Baths, and of their ufe ^ yet 1 am willing 
now alfo to fay fomething in brief concerning it, 
and that from the foundation, feeing that there are 
fo many different opinions of learned men, and thofe 
for the moft part uncertain. 

As concerning therefore the original of the aci¬ 
dity as well volatile, as corporeal, as alfo the 
licst of Baths? know that is not one, and the fame} 
for elfe each would have the fame properties, but 
daily experience teftifies the contrary.: For it is 
manifeft that fome Baths help fome dileafes, and o- 
thers are hurtful for them, which comes from no¬ 
thing elfe but from the difference of the proper¬ 
ties of the mineral waters proceeding from a diver¬ 
sity of mines impregnating thofe waters. Inawoid, 
fwcct w r aters attract their powers, and vcitucs in 
the caverns of mountains from fome metal and mi¬ 
nerals of divers kinds, that have Daturally a moft a- 


cid fpirit of fait, as are divers kinde of marcafltcs 
containing copper and iron, and fometimes gold and 
filver : alfo kinds of vitriol and Allome called by the 
ancients Miftti Barif Chalcitis , Aidant cria^ and Vy- 
ritis , whereof fome are found white like metals, but 
others difperfedin a fat earth, of a round figure in 
greater or lelfer pieces: which fulphureous fait 
mines whileft the water run through, and humciftates, 
that fpirit of fait is Stirred up, having got a v.kictdum., 
and falls upon the mines by diflolving them, in 
'which folution the water waxeth warm, as if it had 
been poured on quick lime, or like fpirit of vitriol, 
or fait mixed with water, end poured on iron, and 
other metals-, where continually and daily that wa¬ 
ter running through the mines whofe nature and 
properties it imitates, carrys fomething with it : 
wherefore there are fo many, and fuch various kinds 
'of Baths as are the mines by which the water is heat¬ 
ed. Let him that will not believe take any mine¬ 
ral of the aforefaid quality, and wrap it up in a 
wet linen cloth for a little while, and he will fee 
it experimentally that the mineral ftone will be heat¬ 
ed by the water, and fo heated, as if it were in the 
fire, foas thou canft fcarcc hold itigthy hand, which 
at length alfo by a longer aftion will cleave in fun¬ 
der and be confumed like quick lime- 

1 will publifh fome time or other (God willing,) 
more fully, and clearly in a peculiar treatife this my 
opinion, which 1 have now delivered in very few 
words. Although to the fick it be all one, and it 
matters not them, from what caule the baths come, 
and whence they borrow their vertues, if fo be they 
may ufe them , this controverfic being left to na¬ 
tural Philofophcrs that will controvert it, which 
none of them can better decide than a skilful Chy- 
mift, that hath the knovvledg of minerals, metals, 
and falts. 

And fir ft of fulphureous Baths that have a fid til acidity. 

I N the fecond Treatife I have demonftrated the 
manner of diftilling fubtil, volatile, fulphureous 
fpirits, viz., of common fait, vitriol, allome, nitre, 
fulphur, antimony, and other falts of minerals, and 
metals, and their vertues, and intrinfecal properties, 
now alfo 1 will fhew their extrinfecal ufe, as they 
are to be mixed with waters for Baths. The ver¬ 
tues therefore of Baths proceed not from infipid wa¬ 
ter, but from thofe moft fubtile, volatile, ftilphure- 
ous, and fait fpirits; but thefe being of themfelves 
not mixed with water unfit for Baths, to be ufed 
for recovering of health, by reafon of their too great 
heat, and fubtilty the moft high God hath reveal¬ 
ed to us unworthy and ungrateful men his fatherly 
providence fhewing to us by nature the ufe of them, 
and the manner of ufing of them for the taking a- 
way of difeafes; which (nature) being never idle, 
works uncelfantly, and like a handmaid executes the 
will of God, by lliewing to us the various kinds of 
diftillations, tranffnutations, and generations. From 
which teacher we muft learn all arts and fdences, 
fccking a certain, and infallible information, as it 
were out of a book writ with a divine hand, and filled 
with innumerable wonders, and fccrcts. And this 
is a far certainer knowledg then that empty, and 
imaginary Philofophy of thofe vulgar difputing Phi- 
lOfophers. Doft thou think that that true Philo¬ 
fophy can be fold for a hundred Royals ? How can 
any one judge of things hid in the earth, who is 
willfully blind in tilings expofed to the light of 
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the Sun, hating knowledge ? I wiffi knowledge were | 
futable to the name : how can any one that is igno¬ 
rant of the nature of fire, know how to work by 
fire? fire difeovers many things, in which you may 
as in a glafs Teethings that arc hid; The fire Ihews 
to us how every thing, waters, fait, minerals, and 
metals, together with other innumerable things are 
generated in the bowels of the earth by the reflexi¬ 
on of that central, and aftxal fire : for without the 
knowledge of fire all nature remains vailed, and oc¬ 
cult. Fire falways had in great efteem by Philofo- 
phers) is the key for the unlocking of the greateft 
fecrets, and to fpeak in a word, he that is ignorant 
of fire is ignorant of nature with her fruits, and he 
hath nothing, but what lie hath read, or heard, 
which oftentimes is falfe, according to that; He 
eafily [peaks untruths that [peaks tvh.it he hath 
heard. 

He that is ignorant knows not howto difeern be¬ 
twixt the truth and falfhood, but takes the one for the 
other. 1 pray thee, thou that art fo credulous, doft 
thou think that thy teacher writ his books from ex¬ 
perience, or from reading other Authors ? May they 
not be corrupted and fophifticated by antiquity, 
and frequent defeription ? Alfo dolt thou under- 
ftand the true, and genuine fenfe of them ? It is 
better to know, than to think ; for many are i'educed 
by opinions, and many are deceived by faith that 
is without knowledge- 

And thus much for youths fake I was willing to 
fay, that they would not fpend their tender years 
in vanities, but rather would make tryal in the fire, 
without which no man obtains a true knowledge of 
natural things; which although it feem hard in the 
beginning, yet it is pleafant in old age. 

Now follows the mixture of thofc fubtile mineral t fnl- 

phitrectts , and [alt fpirits with water. 

I A S concerning the weight of the aforefaid fpirits 
that are to be mixed with fvveet water, giving 
it the nature, and property of natural baths* 1 would 
have thee know, that of thofc, which in the fecond 
part 1 fliewed to be various, and divers, being, viz. 
not equal in vertue, the fame weight cannot al¬ 
ways be fo accurately obferted : feeing alfo there 
is a confideration to be had of their ftrength, and 
of the ftreneth of the patient. 

Now yon may at the beginning mix one or two 
pound of the fpirits with a fufficient quantity of 
the water, and then by fitting in it make tryal of 
the ftrength of the artificial Bath, which if it be 
too weak is to be increafed by adding a greater 
quantity of the fpii its, but if too ftrong, then it is to 
be diminifhed by abftia&ion of which more at large 
in Anenojtra Balncatoria■ Now this obferve, that 
it is belt to make Baths in the beginning weak, 
then ftronger by littie and little by degrees, as 
the nature of the lick is accultomed to them, that 
it be not overcome by the unaccuftomed ufe of them 
being too ftrong. Wherefore Baths are to be ufed 
with difcretion, and cautioufly, for which matter 1 
refer the reader to my Artetu Balneatoriam , in which 
he (hall find plain, and perfect inftruftion; let it 
fuffice therefore that 1 have fliewed the ufe of the 
Copper Globe, in heating Baths, which let the lick 
take in good part, untill more come. Now fol¬ 
lows the ufe- 


Of Sulphur Baths. 

A Ppjy the furnace with the Copper Globe t>~ the 
J- Jk Tub after the manner aforefaid, and pour in 
a fufficient quantity of fweet water, whiih make 
hot with the lire kindled in the furnace by the help 
of the globe: which being fufficicntly warmed make 
the patient fit in it, and pour into it f > much of 
the fulphureous fpirit as is fufficient ; u”, being 
done caule that the tub be covered all over, that the 
volatile fpirit vanilli not, and as neceiiiry requires, 
continue the heat till •the patient come form. Know 
alfo that the water is to be changed every time, 
and frclii fpirits to be mixed. And this is the ufe 
of the Copper globe, in heating baths of Tweet or 
medicinal water, and that either of vegetables, or 
mineral, and this made fulphureous by art or na¬ 
ture; whereby molt grievous, and otherwife incura¬ 
ble difeafes are- happily cured : Of which enough 
now in this Treadle. 

The ufe cf the Cippcr dole in dry Baths , which are 
more excellent than the moifl in many cajes. 

I Might have put off this matter unto its proper 
Ti eatife, where all things fhall’be handled more 
largely, and clearly: yet by reafon of fome un¬ 
thought of impediments for a while procraftinat- 
ing the edition of the promifed Treadle, I am re- 
folvcd to fay fomething of their ufe, after 1 have 
made mention of the humid, and indeed not only of 
the ufe of thofe fubtile, fulphureous, and dry fpi¬ 
rits, but alio of the ufe of fubtile, vegetable and 
animal fpirits which are medicinal, becaufe in fome 
difeafes dry baths are more commodioufly ufed, 
than moifl:. He therefore that will provoke fweat 
by a dry bath without water, let him provide a 
wooden box, or wooden inftrument convenient to 
fit in, Handing upon a ftool boared through that 
you may raife it up more or lefs according as you 
pleafe, and having boards appointed for the armes 
and feet to reft upon. This box alfo belides the 
great dorc mult have alfo a little doreferving for 
the putting 'In of a burning lamp with fpirit of wine, 
or of any earthen veflel with coals for to heat it. QSer 
the fixtb figure [\ The box being well warmed, let the 
patient go in, and fit upon a ftool, let the box be very 
clofe ffiut all about, and the furnace with the Cop¬ 
per Globe be fitted thereunto, under which let 
there be a fmall fire kindled, by help whereof the 
volatile fpirit growing warm, goeth forth into the 
box like a moft fubtile vapour, penetrating all a- 
bout the patient. But when this fpirit is not fuf¬ 
ficient to-heat the box, fet in it a burning lamp 
with fpirit of wine, or fome earthen pot with 
coals (the belt whereof are made of Juniper or 
the vine, efpecially of the roots as being fuch that 
will endure long, and cannot eafily be cxtinguifli- 
ed by the vapours of thofe fpirits) that the pati¬ 
ent take not cold, and the vapours of the fpirits 
may the better penetrate the body of the patient- 
Let the wick for the fpiric of wine in the burn¬ 
ing lamp be incombuftible made of the fubtle 
threads of gold, of which thing more in Arte Bal- 
neatoria. In the mean time that volatile fpirit pe¬ 
netrates, and heats the whole body, and performs 
its office, being this way ufed better than by be¬ 
ing mixed with water. When the patient hath 
fate there long enough let him come forth, and 
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go into a warm bed to fweat- Now before he 
go into the box let him take a dofe of that vo¬ 
latile fpirit, inwardly which is ufed outwardly to 
Iprovoke fweat, and accelerate the adion- And by 
this means not only thofe volatile fulphureous fpi- 
rits of falts, minerals and metals? are ufed out¬ 
wardly without water to procure fweat, but alio 
the fpirits of many vegetables, as of muftard feed, 
garden creflcs, crude tartar, alfo of animals, as 
harts-horn, iirin, fait Armoniack, &c. for the ex* 
pelling of moft grievous, and defperate difeafes, 
Now the aforefaid fpirits have divers properties, 
the volatile fpirits of fait, minerals, and metals 
have fome, thofe of vegetables and animals have 
others ; thofe have a fulphureous and fiery elfence; 
thefe a mercurial, and aerial •, wherefore they ferve 
for different ufes. In fome difeafes thofe fulphu¬ 
reous are preferred •, but in others vegetable and 
animal, where alfo aconfideration is to be had of the 
fcknefs, and bath it felf, that one be not ufed 
for the other, to the great dammage of the fick. 
For almoft all natural baths, and volatile fpirits 
of falts, minerals, and metals, partake of fome 
moft fubtle, penetrating, heating, and drying ful¬ 
phureous fait fpirit -, but the fpirits of vegetables, 
and animals partake of a certain volatility that is 
molt fubtle, penetrating, heating, opening, cutting 
and attenuating, both urinous and nitrous, viz. con¬ 
trary to the former ; as appears by the pouring on 
of any volatile fulphureous fpirit, as of common 
fait, vitriol, allome , minerals, and metals, upon 
the rectified fpirit of Urin , or fait Armoniack : 
where prefently the one mortifies the other, and 
takes away its volatility, and fubtilty: fo that of 
both fubtle fpirits of divers natures there cometh 
a certain fait of no odour and efficacy. Whence 
it is manifeft that all fpirits partaking of divers 
natures, and eflences have not the fame faculties- 
Therefore be thou cautious in giving moll potent 
fpirits, left thou give an enemy inftead of a friend, 
and learn their natures, vertues, and eflences, be¬ 
fore thou ufeft them in medicine. 3 ut thou doll 
ask , whether is that great force of thofe fpirits 
gone as it were in a moment i Did it evapo¬ 
rate in that duel ? No I fay, but tranfmuted in¬ 
to a corporeal fubftance, for of a moft pure, mi¬ 
neral, fubtle, and moft volatile fulphur, and a moft 
penetrating animal Mercury is made a certain 
corporeal fait, which is wonderful, and deferves to 
be called JqiuLi Phtlofoplmrum, becaufe it is ealily 
fublimed with a gentle heat, in which many things 
lyc: for it doth not only conduce to the folution 
of metals, cfpecially of gold , but alfo of it felf 
by the power of maturation doth become a moft 
efficacious medicine: Of which no more at this 
time, becaufe I will only advife the reader, that he 
be diligent in fearching out the nature of fpirits, 
which although they change their bodies, yet are 
not therefore to be called dead, but rather re¬ 
duced to a better perfeftion. And let this fuffice 
concerning the dry ufe of baths in provoking fweat 
for the expelling of difeafes: now for what di¬ 
feafes this or that fpirit ferves, thou (halt find in 
its proper Trcatife, of which there hath been 
mention above, but in a word, know that thofe 
volatile fulphureous fpirits of falts, minerals, and 
metals, are good in all obftrudlions of the. in¬ 
ward parts, viz. of the fpleen, lungs, and liver, 
but efpccially are moft excellent in heating the 
cold nerves, becaufe they do moft efficacioufly heat, 


Part of 

attennuate, cut, expel, and mundify , wherefore 
they are good in Contrattures, Palfies, Epilepfy, 
Scurvy, Hypochondriacal Melancholy, Morbus Gal- 
licus, Itch, and other corrofive ulcers, and Fiftu- 
laes, &c. 

But the fpirits of another kind , as of Tartar, 
Harts-horn, fait Armoniack, Urine, &c. are hoc 
alfo, but not fo dry, and befidcs the heating ver- 
tue, have alfo a penetrating, cutting, mollifying, 
attenuating, abfterging, and expelling power ; where¬ 
fore alfo they work wonderfully in all obftru&ions 
of the inward and outward parts: for they do 
better than all others, open the pores of the skin, 
and provoke fweat, mollify, and open the hemor- 
rhoides; provoke the menfes of young and elder 
women, purge and heat the womb, and therefore 
caufe fruitfulnefs; they heat and purge a cold and 
moift brain, acuate the intellect, and memory, let 
they that be great with child take heed of them, 
and alfo they that have a Porous open skin. Such 
and other more properties, and that defervedly are 
aferibed to thefe fpirits. Now thofe two afore¬ 
faid baths (in one whereof thofe fpirits are ufed 
in a humid way, being mixed with warm water, 
for the whole body to be bathed, and fweat in, 
but in the other in a dry way where the vapours 
are by force of the fire made under the Globe, 
forced up into the fweating box towards the pa¬ 
tient , which being ufed after this manner do of¬ 
tentimes penetrate , and operate more efficacioufly 
than that humid way) are not to be flighted for 
the recovery of health, as doing things incredible. 
Now thofe fpirits not being found in ffiops, nor 
being made by any according to the manner 
that I have fhewed in the fecond Part, I would 
have thee know that there is yet another matter, 
which needs not to be diftilled, and it is mineral; 
which being put into the Copper Inftrument, doth 
of its own accord without fire yield fuch a fulphu* 
reous fpirit, which penetrates very much, and go- 
eth into the fweating box , like in all things to 
that which is made out of falts, minerals, and me¬ 
tals. Nature alfo hath provided us another mat¬ 
ter that is to be found every where, which be¬ 
ing in like manner put into the Inftrument doth 
by it felf, and of its own accord without fire yield a 
fpirit, in vertue not unlike to that which is made 
out of crude Tartar, or fait Amoniack, Soot, U- 
rine, &c. Of which in the fecond Part, doing, viz. 
the fame things with that which is made with 
cofts and labours. Thofe forefaid two matters 
therefore can do the fame things, which are re¬ 
quired for a bath and fweating, which thofe two 
forefaid kinds of fpirits, viz. mineral and fulphu¬ 
reous, vegetable and animal can do, &c. Now 
what thofe two matters which are ealily every 
where to be found are, thou defireft to know ; 
but I dare not if I would, for the fake of the pi¬ 
ous to reveal them becaufe of the ungrateful, and 
unworthy. For it is an offence to call pearl be¬ 
fore fwine, which yet the pious may, by the blef- 
fing of God find out by the reading of the reft of 
my Writings. 

Now follows a wooden "Jeffel which is to be ufed in - 

fiend of a Cauldron in boyling of Beer , Mttheglin , 

Vinegar t &C- 

M Any things might be faid concerning this 
matter, for although men may be found in 
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any part of the world, who know how to make 
malt of corn,- and of this beer and vinegar; yet 
many things may be faid of this matter for the 
correfting of it; but becaufe it is not my purpofe 
to lliew fuch things now, yet I lhall fay fomething 
of the ufe of the copper globe which any one 
may provide inftead of Caldrons, and which is 
to be ufed with a certain wooden veflel in the 
boyling of Beer, which by this way he may, as 
hath been fpoken above concerning the operations, 
make as well as by the help of Caldrons. Moreover 
1 could here alfo teach fome other moll profitable 
fecrets, vtz.. Q fee Confolat. of Seamen j how honey 
may be freed from its ungrateful odour, and tail 
by the help of precipitation; and how afterwards 
a moll fweet fpirit is to be drawn out of it very 
like in all things to the fpirit of wine: alfo how 
the bell and fweetell wine clear, and durable like 
to Mallago, may be made thence: alfo how after 
purging it is to becryltallifed , fo as to refemble 
Sugar-cand*y in goodnefs and tall: alfo how the 
fweetnefs thereof may be converted into Tartar, 
very like to the natural: Q See Explicat. Mirac. 
Mund't. ] Alfo how out of fruits of trees, as cher¬ 
ries, apples, pears, ©X a very good) and durable 


wine in goodnefs, colour, tall, and vertue, like to 
the natural, may be made •, alfo how out of un¬ 
ripe grapes, that are not maturated either by the 
inclemency of the country, or air, their acidity 
being changed into fweetnefs, very good Wines 
like to the Rhenifh may be made: alfo how out 
of forrel, and other vegetables, a very good Tar¬ 
tar may be made, 'and that in a great quantity 
without much colts, refembling the Rhenifh in co¬ 
lour, tall, and other vertucs: Alfo how out of 
Corn, ( whether malted , or ground in a Mill ) 
a very good fpirit is to be made, and alfo a very 
good vinegar like to the Rhenifh ; alfo how out 
of Corn, (ground in a mill ) or Meal, a very good 
fpirit is to be diltilled without any lofs of the 
Meal, continuing yet fit to make bread- Such 
and more of this fort might be taught in this 
place, but bccaufe it is not good to divulge all 
things together, and at once, and this book would 
by this means grow bigger than I am willing it 
Ihould, if fuch things lhould be here taught, l 
lhall make an end of this Book (omitting other 
excellent poflible fecrets of nature) which although 
it be but little, yet will without doubt be profita¬ 
ble to many. And fo Reader farewel- 
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In Suhich is deferibed the Nature of the Fourth Furnace; by the help whereof y Minerals and 
Metals are tryed , and examined after a more compendious "fray, than hitherto after the 
common ■ manner • alfo the feparation of Metals by the force of Fufion\ and other necef 
fary things that are done by the power of Fufion or Melting. Moft profitable for Chy* 
mifis y Tryers y and Diggers of J 'Minerals . 


Of making che Furnace. 

In the firft Figure, A. reprefents the Ajb-hole with its door. B. The Regifter appointed for 
governing the Fire. C. The Hole ivith its door affign d to receive the Crucibles and tools. D. 
The Hole with the door of the Firft Story. E. The long Pipe of Iron in the top of the Furnace. 
The fecond Figure, A Cone or Cafling Vejfel belonging to this Furnace. 


T His Furnace may be made greater, or 
fmaller, as you pleafe, according to the 
matter to be tryed : and if the Diame - 
ter thereof within, be but of one foot, 
you may fet in it a crucible containing 
two or three pound i but greater crucibles require a 
reater furnace. Now this furnace mull be qua- 
rangular, and be built of Hones, and lute, fuch 
which abide the fire, of the height of one or two 
foot from the bottom to the grate, which mull be 


fuch as may be cleared from the drofs mixed with coals, 
or fuch as was the grate of the firft lurnace, confilling 
of too llrong crofs iron bars fallncd in the furnace 
with certain diltances for the receiving of 5, 6, or 
7. other lefifer iron bars which are to be movea¬ 
ble, fo that when they are obltrufted they may be 
removed, and cleared from the drofs } the lower part 
of the furnace mull have near the bottom a hole 
(in the forepart) of the heighth, and breadth of 
a little fpan, with an iron or copper door, Ihut- 
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ting dofe: the lower part alfo mull have another 
hole near the grate on the other lide with its re- 
gifter for the government of the fire, and for the 
attracting of wind. Above the grate, and a hand 
breadth from the grate mult be another hole for 
fitting in of coals, and crucibles, futable to the pro¬ 
portion of the furnace, and the height thereof mult 
je of one foot, and the latitude of half a foot, if 
the inward Diameter of the furnace be of one foot, 
whereby the crucibles may be the more convenient¬ 
ly handled, and the coals be call in with a fire-pan : 
Let this hole alfo have a very ftrong door of itone 
covered over with lute,either of which may endure the 
fire, and Jhut very dofe, that the fire may there¬ 
by (when the crucible is placed in the fire) attraft 
air, but only from the collateral hole under the grate. 
Let the height of the furnace (being coated above) 
from the hole appointed for the putting in of coals 
and crucibles, be of one great fpan : Let there alfo 
be a round hole in the furnace, having the third 
part of the intrinfecal diameter of the furnace, ap= 
pointed for the flame and fmokc} to which if you 
will ufe a very violent fire, put to it a ftrong iron 
pipe of the height of 5, 6, tf, or 12. foot, for by 
how much the higher you fet your pipe, the ftron- 
rer fire may you give, and if you will you may e- 
reCt above the furnace 1, 2, or 3. partitions with 
their doors ferving to divers ufes according to the 
flame that is gathered into them, by reafon of divers 
degrees of fire, which is in them, for the loweft is fo 
hot, that it can eafily contain in flux fufible metals, 
minerals, and falts ; and ferve for cementation , 
calcinations, and reverberations; alfo for burning 
of crucibles, and other earthen vefiels, made of 
the belt earth (of which in the Fifth part) and for 
vitrifications, and fometimes for trials and burnings, 
&c. The fecond divifion of heat, which is more 
remifs, ferves for the burnings of minerals and me¬ 
tals as of lead, tin, iron and copper, that are ne- 
ceflary for calcinations ^ alfo for the neceflary calci¬ 
nation of Tartar, and the fixed fait of other vege¬ 
tables, that is required in chymical operation, as 
alfo the calcining of bones, and horns for cuples, 
and the afhes of wood. • The third divifion or cham¬ 
ber is yet more remifs, and ferves for the drying 
of crucibles, and other vellels that are made of the 
bell earth, and afterwards to be burnt in the firfl 
partition- There may alfo other things be done 
by the help of thefe partitions, fo that thou needelt 
not for their fakes kindle a peculiar fire. But if 
thou wilt give a melting fire the ftrongelt of all, 
put a long pipe to the lower hole appointed for draw¬ 
ing wind, and having a regifter; for by how much 
the fire attrafts the air more remotely and another 
flame is forced to beat upon the metals, fo much 
the greater power of the heat is there in the fnfi- 
on of them. For which buiinefs fake thou halt need 
to have as that inferiour pipe, fo alfo that fuperi- 
onr pipe in the top of the furnace. And if thou 
hall a fit chamber, in which another may go up 
from below by the proper chimney, thou mayclt 
build another fnrnace in the fuperiour chimney, 
and perforate the wall with the applying of a regi- 
ftcr, that the fire may be forced to attraft the air 
from below through the collateral chimney, where 
you need not that long pipe but only may open a 
door, or window of the lower chamber, that the 
air may come into the chimney •, and the fire at¬ 
tract the wind out of the collateral chimney, which 
it doth very vehemently, yea and ftronger, than if 


it were helped with bellows, fo that even the fur¬ 
nace, unlefs it were built of very good and fixed 
earth, would by too great a heat be deftroyed •> 
for oftentimes the ftrongelt crucibles melt with too 
much heat, wherefore a regiltcr is made for the 
governing of the fire. 

And by the help of this furnace, with Gods blef- 
fing, 1 found out my choifelt fecrets. For before, 
and indeed from my youth I underwent the trouble 
of thofe vulgar labours'performed by bellows, and 
common vents, not without lofs of my health, by 
reafon of the unavoidable malignant and poyfonous 
fumes, which danger this furnace was wicnout,- not 
only of poyfonous and malignant fumes, but alfo 
of all cxccflive heat: For our furnace fends forth 
no fume (but above, fo drawing, that the door be¬ 
ing opened for the putting in of coals, it attracts 
by the vehemency of the fire, another fume, that 
is remote by the diftance of half an ell. And be- 
caufe the fire doth lo vehemently attradl, it keeps 
its heat within it fclf, fo that there is no fear of 
burning; yet you mull cover your hand that holds 
the tongs with a linnen glove twice double, and wet 
in water, and with the other hand a wooden fence that 
is pcrfpedtible to preferve your eyes; otherwife it 
wants all danger of vapours, or fumes, as hath been 
faid, and all excclfive heat; the which is a great benefit 
in Art. I do ingcnuoully confefs, if I had not found this 
a few years fmee, I had not without lofs left oft* all 
Alchymy together with its tedious labours- For I 
had fpent many years of my life in great mifery 
of labours, in fuperfluous cares, and watchings, as 
alfo in ftinks, fo that going into my Elaboratory 
with loathing, I Ihould behold fo many materials in 
fo many, aud fuch various pots, boxes, and other 
vefiels, and alfo as many broken as whole inftru- 
mentsof earth, glafs, iron, and copper, and did judg 
my felf fo unhappy that 1 had made my feif a Have 
to this Art, and efpecially becaufe fcarce one of 100, 
whereof I was one, did get his victuals and cloths 
thereby. For thefe reafons I was determined to bid 
farewelto Chymiftry, and to apply my felf toPhy- 
fick, and Chirurgery, in which I was always hap¬ 
py. But what? Whileft I thought to do as 1 re- 
folved, and to call forth of the doors all and each 
velfel of divers kinds, I found fome crucibles brok¬ 
en, and in them many grains of gold and lilver, 
formerly melted in them, which together with 0- 
thers gathered together, I thought to melt; but 
feeing 1 could not melt fuch things being very hard 
to be melted, without the help of bellows (which 
1 had fold) I began to confider the matter with my 
felf more feriouily, andfo I found out this furnace, 
and being invented, 1 prefently built and proved 
it, which in tryings 1 found fo good, that 1 did a- 
gain take hope of ray labours, and would no more 
defpair- 

Seeing therefore an eafie, and compendious way 
of melting metals, I began to work, and to begin 
a new fearch, and every day I found more and 
more in nature, viz., the greateft and molt pleafant 
fecrets of nature ; wherefore 1 did without ceafing 
feck, until God had opened mine eyes to fee that 
which I fought a long time for in vain. Where al¬ 
fo 1 obferved, that although I had before had more 
knowledge of nature, yet without this furnace 1 
could fcarce have done any thing that had been lin¬ 
gular. And fo God willing, by the help of this 
furnace, 1 found out more and more dayly, for 
which blefling I give to the immortal God iminor- 
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tal thanks, refolving to communicate this new in¬ 
vention candidly, and faithfully for the fake of 
my neighbour. Judge therefore O Chymift! whe¬ 
ther this, or that which is made by the help of 
bellows and common vents, be the belt ? For how long 
doth he that will melt a hard metal in a wind fur¬ 
nace give fire to it before it will flow, and with 
what lofs of time, and coals ? He that doth melt 
by the help of bellows hath need of a companion 
to blow, with great danger of breaking the cruci¬ 
ble with the winde, and of making it fall when the 
coals are abated, or of impurities falling into the 
crucible in cafe the cover thereof fhouid fall off, 
although there can be no detriment by impurities 
falling in> if the matter be mctallick, but not fo if 
it be a fait or mineral, (without which that can¬ 
not be perfeded in the lirej not induring the im¬ 
purities of the coals, but boyling over by reafon 
of them. Now our furnace is free from this dam 
ger, becaufe the wind comes from beneath and cru¬ 
cibles come always into fight, not being fo over¬ 
whelmed with coals as in the common way, &c. 
For by this means the matter to be melted is flow¬ 
ed, although the crucibles be not covered over with 
coals, nor with a cover, and although thou hafi; not 
a companion to blow, for you may at pleafuregivc 
any degree of fire by the direction of the regiiter. 
When therefore thou makeft: any trial in the fire 
have this furnace which is recommended to thee, 
which build rightly with its regifter for the go¬ 
verning of the fire, and for the drawing of wind, 
and without doubt this labour fhall not be in 
vain. 

How minerals are roictryed. 

T Hc manner of trying minerals hath been al¬ 
ready made known, wherefore it is not need¬ 
ful here to write many things, becaufe divers Au¬ 
thors, as Georgius yigricola, Lazarus Ercker , and o- 
thers have fufficiently wrote thereof, to whofe wri¬ 
tings 1 refer thee, efpecially to that molt famous 
Latarns Erclgr which is fo much commended, De 
Probatione Mineralinm , as well maglignant (obftn 
nate) as mild. But thus much know, being that 
which experience hath alfo taught us, that neither 
he nor his predecelfours had a peded knowledge 
of all things, nor would reveal all things they knew- 
For many excellent things do yet lye hid, and per¬ 
haps fhall yet for a while lye hid by reafon of the 
ingratitude of the world ; although the molt fa¬ 
mous Philofophers do with one confent affirm that 
impeded metals, as lead, tin, iron, copper, and 
Mercury, are intrinfecally gold, and filver, although 
it may feem very improbable to many that are not 
curious, but contented with the opinions of their 
parents -, fuppofing thofe minerals to be barren that 
leave nothing in the cuple, when they are tryed 
with lead: when as yet that proof by cuples al¬ 
though famous, is not yet that true Philofophical 
trial of metals, but only vulgar, according to the 
teftimony of Philofophers, as of Ifaac Hollandus , and 
others, efpecially of Paracelfus in many places treat¬ 
ing of metals, but efpecially in his book Hexationum 
Mchymtftartun , containing a true defeription of the 
properties, and perfedion of metals. Which al¬ 
though not being to be underltood by all, matters 
r.ot; for a very eafie art is not to be communicated 
to all, according to Paracelfus faying, Impeded 
metals being freed from their impurities have in 



them abundance of gold, and filver. But how me¬ 
tals are to be purged, and feparated he doth not 
teach, bnt only commends lead to be the Author-, 
which made the Alchymifl: believe thac it was com¬ 
mon lead, not knowing that the water thereof (lead) 
did not only purge other metals, but alfo lead it 
felfi. fuppofing alfo that the trial of tin, copper, 
and iron, made in a cuple with lead to be that true 
genuine bath thereof; not obferving that lead hath 
no affinity with iron, and tin in a Itronger fire, but 
to reject what is black, and unclean, without any 
perfection. Now this lead can do, if nz.- it be 
mixed with a mineral that hath gold or filver in it, 
and be melted in the fire being incorporated with it, 
it may together with their impurities enter into the 
Cuple, the good gold and filver being left in the 
Cuple, which is the proof of mirerals that are dig¬ 
ged, and ufed ; and it is done upon this account, 
gold and filver may be naturally purged of 
their luperfluons fulphur, fo as never to be any more 
radically united, and mixed with thofe that be im¬ 
perfect, as being polluted with abundance of crude, 
impure fulphur, although they may be melted to¬ 
gether in the fire; yet that mixture being retained 
in the fire, the combultible fulphur of common me¬ 
tals, ads upon its own proper argent vive, and 
turns it into drofs, which being feparated from the 
metals enters into the porous matter of the cuples, 
that which doth not happen intefls, fixed in the fire, 
which that drofs being feparated from the metals 
cannot enter into, being made of an earth that is 
durable in the fire, the drofs remaining in them, 
which otherwife was wont to enter into thofe cup- 
les that are made of the afhes of bones, or wood. 
Wherefoie by little and little it gees away into the 
cuple, viz., as much as the fire reduced into a Li¬ 
tharge, or drofs, until all the Lead mixed with the 
Gold and Silver together with other impeded me¬ 
tals mixed with it go into drofs, and hide them- 
felves in the cuple, the pure gold and filver being 
left in the cuple. For Lead in a plain veflcl, feel¬ 
ing the heat from above, but beneath cold, is turn¬ 
ed into a Litharge, which if it be in an earthen fix¬ 
ed veflel, the Litharge remains, and goes into a yel¬ 
low tranfparent glafs at lalt, if it be not mixed 
with other metals, as iron, copper, tin ; which be¬ 
ing mixed therewith, give to the glafs a green, red, 
black, or white colour, according to the quantity 
of the metallick matter : but in a porous cuple 
made of afhes, the Litharge, or drofs finding pores, 
enters into the cuple by little and little, and fuc- 
cefiively, until all the Lead be entred in, which 
could not be if it were noc turned into Litharge. 
This vulgar trying is therefore nothing elfe but a 
tranfmutation of Lead, with the impeded metals 
mixed with it, into drofs, which entring into the 
cuple leaves in the cuple pure gold, and filver, 
that cannot be turned into drofs by reafon of their 
purity. 

But perhaps this difccurfe may feem to thee un¬ 
profitable, and fuperfluous, becaufe this trial of me= 
tals is known all the world over: but for anfwer, 
I fay that it is not fuperlluous, becaufe many refiners 
erre, fuppofing that corporeal Lead together with 
the impeded metals that arc mixed with it, goes 
into the cuple, not being yet turned into Litharge, 
becaufe corporeal Lead is again melted from thence; 
for whofe fake this difeourfe is noc properly or¬ 
dained, as being thofe that operate out of ufe, and 
cuftom only withoutdiferetion ; but rather for their 
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fakes, who do inceflaotly fcek after, and fearch in 
to the fecrets of natnrc, viz., feeking after that 
Philofophical tryal, which is known to few, by the 
help whereof more gold and ftlver is obtained than 
by the common way, but it is not to be difeove- 
red in this place •, for all mult not have the know¬ 
ledge thereof; It is fufficientthat l have demonftrated 
the pohibility thereof. Yet know this,if thou knowelt 
how to prepare Lead, Tin, Copper, and Iron, and 
to fit them for a radical union, viz., that aforefaid 
water of Saturn, fo as they may endure the force 
of the fire together, thou mayft feparate and'attratt 
gold, and filver from the aforefaid imperfeft me¬ 
tals, and with gain leaving them in the cuple, or 
elfe you fliall draw little or nothing from thence 
r Ste Explicit . Mirac. Mundif] Audit" you do in¬ 
tend to try them with Lead after the vulgar way, 
and bring them into drols, yet you do nothing, be¬ 
caufe tin*and iron abounding with gold and iilver, 
do not remain with the lead in a ftrong fire, but 
are lifted up like a skin or drofs, by real'on of their 
fuperfluous fulphur, fwimming like fat upon water, 
without any feparation, unlefs it be tin or non, which 
got *old or filver from the mine in their firft fufion. 
b And by this means it falls out fometimes, that 
fomcmay make a good proof, but out of ignorance, 
not knowing a reafon of their operation, where¬ 
fore they cannot do the fame again. For if Chy- 
mifts, and Refiners did confider the matter more 
profoundly, enquiring the caufe, wherefore lead be¬ 
ing tryed, deprived of its filver, and melted m a 
cuple, Ihould yet contain in it felf filver, without 
doubt they would hit upon a good foundation ; 
without which knowledge all their labour in imper¬ 
fect metals would be in vain. And let this fuf- 
ficc concerning that Philofophical tryal, which is 
known to few •, There is no need of fpeaking any 
thing of that vulgar, being every where known, of 
which Lazarns Ercker wrote plainly and fully. 

There is alfo another proof of minerals, which 
is without Lead, with Venice, or any other good 
fufible glafs, where one or two ounces of the pow¬ 
dered mineral are mixed with half an ounce of the 
powdered glafs, and being mixed and covered in a 
crucible, are melted, and poured out; by which 
means the glafs attracts, and difiolves that mineral, 
and is thereby coloured, which Ihews what metal is 
contained in the mine, after which may be made 
another tryal by Lead, tryal being firft: made by the 
firft proof- And this is the fitteft proof for the 
hardelt minerals, which arc even invincible, as are 
the Lapis hemititis , fmtris, granats, talck black and 
red and thofe which abound oftentimes with gold, 
and’ filver, which becaufe they cannot be mixed 
with Lead are not efteemed, but are oftentimes call: 
away, although they abound with gold and filver, 
and this becaufe they cannot be tryed, Which being 
tryed after the aforefaid manner, and confequcnt- 
]y the treafures lying therein being difeovered, thou 
mayft afterward with more confidence handle them, 
and reduce them to better profit- Now thofe co¬ 
lours which follow, indicate the tenure of them. 
Glafs refembling the greennefs of the Sea fignifies 
mecr Copper, but the greennefs of grafs, figmfys 
copper, and iron mixed together : glafs of a 
rufty colour fignifys iron : yellowifli glafs fignfys 
tin, glafs of a yellow golden colour, or like 
a red ruby fignifys filver: Blew glafs like a faphir 
fignifys pure gold; a fmaragdine fignifys gold mix¬ 
ed with filver: An Ametbyft colour fignifys gold, 


filver, copper, and iron mixed together. Befides 
thefc, glafs fometimes gets other colours, accord¬ 
ing to the diverfity of the weight of divers metals 
mixed together; which ufc will teach with a further 
praftife that is to be made with Saturn. 

There is alfo another precurfory tryal of mine¬ 
rals, and metals, which is made with Salt-petcr-, 
where efpecially tin, iron, and copper do largely 
draw forth their treafures hid in them, which they 
will not yield being tryed by Lead, the which is 
not a fign of their poverty, but rather of not a 
true tryal made by Lead, which is not the true, 
and genuine judge, and tryer of metals. For other- 
wife (if it were) it would draw forth their trea- 
fure as well out of a greater quantity of metallick 
matter, as out of a lelTer. Now follows the tryal 
by Nitre: Make a mixture of one part of fulphur, 
of two parts of pure Tartar, and four parts of pu¬ 
rified Nitre, then take an ounce of this mixture, 
and one dram of the mineral or metal ground fmall, 
mix thofe together, and being put into a cruci¬ 
ble, put a red hot iron or burning coal to them, 
and that mixture will be inflamed, and yield a molt 
vehement fire, reducing that mineral or metal into 
drofs: And what is not brought into drofs muft a- 
gain be mixed with the aforefaid mixture, and be 
burnt as before, until the whole be confumcd by 
the fire- Then make that drofs or fait containing 
in it the metal that is deftroyed, to flow fo long 
in a ftrong crucible, untill it be made glafs; which 
being poured out there are found grains of gold or 
filver, which came from the mineral or metal that 
was tryed. And this opperation ( if it be well done ) 
will be a pleafant fight, but without profit, becaufe 
it cannot be done in a great quantity, and by rea¬ 
fon of the price of the Nitre. Wherefore 1 fet this 
way of tryal only for demonftration fake, that it 
might appear how almoft all tin, iron, and copper, 
contain in them gold and filver, although they do 
not draw it forth in the Cuple. 

Now do not fuppofe that this is tranfmutation', 
which is only feparation; wherefore thou muft con¬ 
fider with thy felf how that may be performed o- 
therwife. But take heed that thou do not kindle 
this mixture from beneath, being put upon the coals, 
but from above, by reafon of the danger of flalh- 
ing : Alfo metals are eafily fufible by the following 
mixture. Take one part of the faw-duft of the 
wood of the teil-tree being well dryed, two parts 
of fulphur, eight or nine parts of pure Nitre. Make 
Ihatum ftper ftxatum in a crufible, and take to ir, 
or 12. parts of this mixture ; one part of the me¬ 
tal fubtilly ground, and kindle them, and the mine 
being melted will yield grains of pure Gold and Sil- 
ver, if the mine were not too impure, the impuri¬ 
ty thereof be confumcd by that molt vehement lire- 
And if this tryal be not for thy profit, yet it is 
rational, and may be for thine inftriiiftion. 

Of the melting of mines and metals. 

T He melting of thefc in a great quantity is not 
for this place, becaufe they cannot be done by 
this furnace, but it is treated of plainly enough by- 
others in their writings of minerals. 

Of the feparation of metals. 

T His is a moft ancient and profitable Art, where¬ 
by one metal may be feparated from another : 
And it is for the moft part done 4. ways, viz. by 
Aqua Fort is, by cement, by flux with fulphur, and 
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lead, and laftly by Antimony; which ways that mofl: 
witty Lazarus Ercker , hath dearly, and diftiniftly 
dcfcribed , whofe defcription is not to be found 
fault with, although fomc necefl'ary things may be 
added thereunto, which being but few, I thought it 
fuperfluous to add them in this place. 

And that reparation confifts in three chief metals, 
Gold, Silver, and Copper ; he made no mention of 
other metals, and two of the aforcfaid four ways 
are in ufe, as very eafie, for they are done with 
Aqua Funis and Cement, the two others molt com¬ 
monly neglefted, which arc done by benefit of melt 
ing with Sulphur and Leqd; and alfo by Antimo¬ 
ny: that which is admirable, becaufe metals are ca¬ 
ller feparated by benefit of thefe two ways, than 
by Aqua fort is and Cements, fufpeded of wait, 
whereas not Sulphur and Antimony, but the igno 
rant worker, not knowing the nature of Sulphui 
and Antimony, is rather to be blamed, becaufe he 
knows not how to order them, and withal! leaves 
the nearer way of feparation : and 1 mult needs con- 
fefs it that without this furnace I would rot fepa 
rate with them, becaufe with that common way of 
furnaces and bellows, the ftink of Sulphur and An¬ 
timony hurtful to the Liver, Lungs, Brain, and 
Heart, is received by the Noftrils to the hazard 
of health: for which caufe I do not wonder that 
thofetwo wayes requiring greater diligence than thofe 
two former by Aqua fonts and Cements arerejedfed- 
But this Furnace being known, with which with¬ 
out danger one may melt, I doubt not of excel¬ 
ling the two former ways hereafter as more profi¬ 
table than them. For he who knows Antimony, 
may not only eafily with fmall colt feparate Gold 
from the addition without any lofs of it, and fpee- 
dily refine it, but alfo eafier feparate gilt filver, 
than by Sulphur, Lead, in great ftore without 
any lofs of Gold or Silver. 

And this is the eafielt way of the feparation of 
Gold and Silver which is done by the bene It of 
melting, requiring no more charge than the coals; 
for there is Antimony which hath Gold in it as 
much as it is worth, which will be the feparators 
gain: I would have you know this, how Antimony 
may again be feparated from Gold and Silver, not 
by the common way, which is done by bellows, but 
by the fpecial way of feparation wherewith the 
Antimony is preferved, fo that it may be ufed a- 
gain for the fame purpofe ; which I will treat of 
in another place. Befides the four ways fpoken of, 
there is alfo another way, beffc of all, by the ni¬ 
trous fpirit of fait, namely after this manner : Ifc 
the fpirit of fait (prepared by our firft and fecond 
Furnace) acuated with Nitre difolved in it, to which 
add grain Gold mixed with Silver and Cop¬ 
per; put it in a glafs vial in hot fand to diffolve, 
and the Gold together with the Copper will be dif- 
folved in it, and the Silver left in the bottom of 
the vial: decant off the folution, to which add 
fomething, precipitating Gold, and make themboyl 
together, and the pure fine gold will be feparated 
and precipitated like the finelt meal, ferving Wri¬ 
ters and Painters-, the Copper being left in the 
water; which thou mayfl: if thou wilt precipitate from 
the water, but it is better to take away the water, 
which will ferve again for the fame ufe. If the 
precipitated Gold be wafhed and dryed it gives in 
the melting (by which nothing is loft) the belt and 
purefl Gold. For finer geld can neither be made 
by Aqua furtis nor by Antimony. 


Therefore this is the belt way of all, not only 
for the fmall colt, but alfo for the eafinefs yield¬ 
ing the belt Gold of all others. 

Then take the calcin’d Silver lefc in the gourd, 
fweeten and dry it ? which done make a little fait 
of 1 arcar to melt in a crucible, to which by courfe 
put a little of the refined filver with a fpoon, and 
it will be prefently made a body without any lofs. 
You may alfo boyl that Calx as yet moil! newly 
t^ken out of the gourd with a Lixivium of Silt of 
T artar, even to the evaporation of ail moifluie: 
and melt the dry remnant, where alfo nothing is 
lo/t- Without this medium the calx of Silver 
(draven from Aqta Regia) is not fulible of it felf, 
turning into a brittle matter, like horn that is white* 
or of a middle col >ur between white and yellow, cal¬ 
led therefore of Chymilts the Horn of the Aloin -, 
in reducing which many have tried much, which 
reduction we have already taught. For want of 
fpirit of fait take Aqua Regia made of Aqua Fonts 
and fait Armoniack, which doth the fame, but with 
greater charges. This alfo is to be preferred before o- 
thcr ways, which makes to the feparation of any Gold 
ot any degree, if fo be it exceed Silver in weight; 
which is necelTarily required in the folution made 
with Aqua Fonts. 

But that you may fee the prerogative of this fe¬ 
paration, mark a little, when you feparate by the 
Quarto and by Aqua fonts you mult put juft two 
or three parts of refined Silver to one of courfe 
Gold, where firfl the coil and labour of refining 
the Silver to be melted and grained with Gold are 
required : then a good quantity of Aqua fonts to 
diTolve, precipitate, edulcorate, dry and melt a 
great deal of iilver. Confider then I pray, the la¬ 
bours and charges of my feparation and the vulgar- 
When thou feparatefl: with Cements there is need 
of boxes, and continual fire of one degree, which 
labour is tedious for times fake, and coftly for coals, 
which labour you mult twice or thrice take in re¬ 
gard of the mixt drofs. Now again confider the 
labour and charges of both reparations- When thou 
feparatefl: by Sulphur and Antimony, which is the 
belt way, without great charges, if thou knoweft 
to feparate Gold from Antimony without blowing, 
but this is tedious becaufe thrice greater labour 
than our way, tedious indeed by realon of the diffi¬ 
culty of a perfect reparation of Gold and Silver 
from the Antimonial drofs. Think therefore what 
way of feparation you will ufe to refine Gold fpee- 
dily, furely you will chufc mine. 

_ This way of feparation hath alfo this preroga¬ 
tive, that it hath no need of refined filver which is 
done by the benefit of burning, but only its granu¬ 
lation, folution or feparation by' the ufe of Aqua 
Fonts, where though copper mixt with filver makes 
wall, yet by the help of this fait it is foon pre¬ 
cipitated. By this means gilt filver is foon fepa¬ 
rated, the gold being dilfoh’ed by the nitrous fpi¬ 
rit, and precipitated with the aforefaid matter pre¬ 
cipitating. As for the feparation ofgilt filver which 
is to be done by help of fuflon, ar.d none is eafier 
done than with Sulphur and Antimony, where when 
the ncceflary manual (ingredients) are known; a 
great deal is feparated in a fhort time, but if thou 
knoweft not how to handle Antimony and Sulphur 
(for which our Furnace very well befits) leave them, 
and ufe the common way -, therefore lay net thy 
fault afterward on me, writing for thy good. 
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Of feparating the coiirfer metals. 

"PHe manner of feparating Tin from Lead, and 
A Copper from Iron, without lofs of both me¬ 
tals, by prefer ving both, hath hitherto been un¬ 
known, which feems impofiible to me by reafon ot 
the combuftibility of both metals; and fuperfluous 
for the fmall profit, and faving charges. But how 
Gold and Silver may be feparated from Tin wit 1 
which commonly this abounds, without any wait, 
hath been long fince fought to no purpofc: but 
a pofiibility will appear to a ferious confiderer; 
and though 1 never tryed in great quantity, being 
content with a precipitation made with a little; 

1 am yet perfwaded this bufinefs will fucceed in a 
great quantity and with much profitnamely by 
the help of a Furnace made on purpofc where gold 
and lilver precipitated with lead and Halb Kopf 
by extream heat of fire - , that tin is extracted to 
the remanence of the tenth part, which rem un¬ 
der you mull: peculiarly take and keep- Which 
done you mult precipitate new tin in the forcfaid 
Furnace, and fo extract to the remainder of the 
Re<ndtts, which being extracted from, is to be ad¬ 
ded to the firft and referved; which labor is to be 
reiterated, till thou halt a fufficicnt quantity of 
Regains filling the Furnace-, which again thou mult 
precipitate for by this means gold and lilver are 
brought together, fo that they may eafily after¬ 
ward be feparated from the Superfluous tin. By 
this means 1 count the Separation profitable, where 
but little fubltance is loft , which is turned into 
afhes and fmoak- Nor doth adding lead and Halb 
Kopf hinder, becaufe fometime lead is nnxt with 
tin, and the Halb Kopf is feparated again. It is 
good therefore to Separate pots and old dilhes, 
by reafon of the mixture of lead, and to precipi¬ 
tate the gold and lilver from them, by the adje- 
ftion of Halb Kopf only, where the refidue is no 
way altered by the Halb Kopf , therefore thou 
may ft fell it, or refine it again: which in my 
judgment will be to great advantage. 

What is to be held concerning the perfdlion of Metals . 

T His knot is Scarce Soluble, for fo many and di¬ 
vers opinions of fo many ages, fo that molt 
men flighting the teftimonies of true Philofophers, 
will net believe the truth, especially, becaufe Scarce 
one of an hundred can be found who is not im- 
poverifiit with this art: the incredulous therefore 
is not to be blamed for his doubting , no figns of 
truth appearing, yet experience teitifies a pofiibi¬ 
lity by art and nature, though examples are rare. 

1 pray with how great abfurdity Should one deny 
Heaven and Hell never feen ? But thou faift we 
mult believe this as revealed by God, his Prophets 
and Apoftles; but fo is not this, but the Philo- 
fophick tradition of Heathens- 1 anfwcr, though 
moll Philofophers were heathen (yet Some have 
been Chriftians ) yet their works arc not to be 
defpifed, becaufe not handling our falvation: to 
whom if Chri st had Preached, Surely they had 
believed him. For it appears by their books, that 
they were pious and honefl Men ^ who though not 
Profeflors of Chri st, yet they did His Will in¬ 
deed, which we, though not in words, in ailion 
deny who if they had been wicked, why took 
they fo much pains in making books for the good 


and profit of their Neighbour about yertue and 
Piety ? Why fpent they not rather their life time 
in leifure and plcafure, as is the cuftom now adaies 
with them who arc appointed to inftruCt us ? Why 
fiiould they gull pollcrity with trifles and lyes, ex¬ 
pecting from thence no profit ? For mod of them 
were not poor , but very rich Kings and Princes. 
Befidcs thefe, there have been many Chriftians fe- 
rioully confirming the truth of the Art: Men in¬ 
deed of fpecial note, namely, Bifliops, Doctors, 
Qp-c. Such were Thomas Hcjninas , ailbcrnts Magnus-, 
Lallinsylrncldns , Roger Bacon , Bafil , &c. Why 
fliould very pious men deceive pofterity with their 
. Works, and lead thenf into Errors ? Although 
there fliould not remain the Works of Famous 
Worthies, yet there would be a plain confirming 
the truth of this Art. For 1 am perfwaded there 
are fome to be found having this knowledge, and 
privately poflefling it. For who is fo mad to re¬ 
veal himfclf to the world , to receive nought but 
envy for his reward ? Let no man therefore doubt 
of this fccrct Art’s truth- But fay you : Why 
ftand you fo much for the Art ? Did you ever 
fee or perform any thing in it ? I reply , though 
I never made projections to perfect metals, nor 
faw tranfmutations-, yet I am fure of this, I have 
often from metals with metals, leaving no gold 
and lilver in the cupel, extracted gold and filver 
by the help of fire : But 1 will not have you think 
that one imperfect metal will perfcCt another, or 
turn it into gold or filver, impure and drofly with* 
out, in comparifon of gold and filver ; for how 
can fnch metals perfect another imperfcCt ? Which 
thus underftand. For as in the vegetable King¬ 
dom, water cleanfeth water, or juice with Teething 
as is wont to be done in purifying honey and fu- 
gar, or any other vegetable juice, with common- 
water, and white of eggs: fo alfo you mull un¬ 
derftand of mineral juices or metal, of which if 
we know the water and white, furely we might re¬ 
fine the impurity, in which gold and filver lie hid, 
as in black fiiales, and powerfully extract gold and 
filver, which is not a tranfmutation of metals, 
but an eduCtion of gold and filver from the dung- 
hil; Doft thou ask how Gold and Silver can 
be educed from copper, iron, tin, and lead, to 
wit, by the help of lotion, out of which none is 
drawn with that beft proof ( as ’tis thought ) of 
Cupels? To which we anfwered before of the 
proof of Cupels not to be fufficient for all the fe- 
veral metals. I need therefore fay no more, but 
1 refer the ftudious Reader to Paracelfns his Book, 
the He nation of C by mi ft s, where thou flialt find a* 
nother lotion and purification of metals, which 
heretofore was unknown to Miners and Dealers in 
Minerals. As for example : A Miner finding the 
oar of copper, ufeth his skill delivered by the an¬ 
cients to his ntmoft endeavour, whereby he may 
cleanfc it and reduce it to metal: where firft he 
breaks it into pieces, and boyls it, for to take a- 
way the fuperfluous fulphur , then by vertue of 
melting, he brings it into a ftonc ffo called ) which 
afterward again he commits to fire, and freeth it 
by the addition of lead, of its gold and filver; 
which done , he blacks and redens it, turning it 
into copper, which is his laft labour, whereby the 
copper is made malleable and vendible: which 
done, the Chymift coming, tries another reparation, 
by whole help gold and filver is extracted, as yet 
tryed of very few, of which mention is here made. 
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Paracel fits alfo faith in the fame plaee, that God hath 
given fome an caller way of feparating gold and 
* lilver from courfer metals, and indeed without re¬ 
fining the oar, which is a fpecial aud curious Art, 
which heteacheth not in plain tearms, but only faith 
it is fufficiently taught in feven rules of that book, 
where he treats of the nature and propriety of me¬ 
tals; in which you may feek it. And this purifica* 
tion of courfer metals 1 count molt ealie, which 1 
have often tryed in final! quantities: and I doubt 
not but God hath fhewn other Artifts alfo other 
purifications by which imperfect metals are perfect¬ 
ed ; for example, if one would purge the fruit of 
the earth by diftillation, fo that the dregs and im= 
purities being taken away, it would grow up with 
a new clear clarified body : as if one diftil black 
and impure Amber by a retort, the feparation would 
be made by Fire, of the water favouring of an 
Emp)raim y of the oyl and volatile fait, and the Ca¬ 
put mortmrn be left in the bottom of the retort; 
by which means, in a very Ihorttime without great 
labour, is made a great alteration and emendation 
of Amber, though the oyl be black, impure, and 
ftinking: but if it be again diftilled by a retort 
with fome mundifying water, as with the fpirit 
of fait (namely through a frefii clean glafs retort ) 
there will be made a new feparation by that fpirit 
of fait, and a far clearer oyl will be extracted ; 
the dregs with the ltink left in the bottom of the 
retort, which afterward may be twice or thrice 
reCtifyed again with frelh fpirit of fait, until it get 
the clearnefs of water, and fvveetnefs of fent re- 
fembling Amber and musk. 

And this tranfmutation makes of a hard thing, 
afoft; unlike the former in fhape, which though 
never fo foft and liquid, oyly, may again be coa¬ 
gulated, fo that it becomes as it was at firft, after this 
manner following. Take the faid oyl very well 
clarifyed, add to it freflrfpirit of fait, fet it in dige- 
ftion, and the oyl will attract from the fpirit of fait, 
fait enough for its own recoagulation, and again it 
acquires the hardnefs of Amber, of an excellent clear 
and admirable colour y of which half an ounce is 
worth more than fome pounds of black Amber; of 
which fcarce the eight or tenth part remains in pu¬ 
rifying; all the foul fuperfluities caft away. 

By this means 1 think one may deanfe and mend 
black metals, if fo be the manner of their deanfing 
were known by diftillation, fublintation and recoa¬ 
gulation. But thou fay’ftthat metals cannot like ve¬ 
getables be purified by force of diftillation, to which 
I prefent our firft furnace not given to peafants, 
but Chymifts, purifying metals-, fo alfo the pofTibili- 
ty of their perfection is fhewn by help of fermen¬ 
tation. For as frelh leaven can ferment the vegeta¬ 
bles juices, which are perfected by fermentation, the 
dregs being caft away as one may fee in wine, ale, 
and other liquors, whofe lafting and perfection pro= 
ceeds from no other thing but fermentation purify¬ 
ing the vegetable juices, without which they could 
not otherwife withftand the Elements, fubjeCt to 
corruption in a very Ihort time, which fermented laft 
fome years: fo alfo if we knew the proper ferment 
of metals, furely we might refine and perfect them, 
fo that they not being any more fubjeCt to ruft, 
would be able to prevail againft fire and water, and 
be nourilhed and fed by them. For fo the world 
heretofore perifhed with water, and lhall at laft per- 
ilh with fire, and our bodies muft rot and be pu¬ 
rified by fire before we come to the fight of God. 


And thus far of the fermentation of metals, where¬ 
with they are amended and perfected. Metals alfo 
are purify’d and amended like milk fet on the fire ; 
whole cream thebetter part (the fubftance of butter) 
in the top is feparation from the whey and cheefc, and 
the hotter the place is, the fooner the feparation is 
made even, fo it is with the feparation of metals; 
where metals put into a Fitted hot place by them- 
felves without any addition of another thing (the 
metals being before reduced to a milky fubftance 
or curd) are feparated in time, by parting the no* 
bier parts from the ignobler, opening a great trea- 
fure : and as in winter time milk is hardly feparated 
with a weak heat; juft fo metals if not helped with 
Fire, as one may fee in iron, which in a long time 
under the earth is turned into gold without Art. 
For often iron oar is found with golden veins ve¬ 
ry goodly to behold, fevered from the courfc, ears 
thy and crude fulphur, by force of the central heat. 
And commonly in fuch oar no vitriol is found, be. 
ing feparated and bettered by its contrary. But 
a long time is required for that fubtcrrancous fepa¬ 
ration, which Art very fpcedily performs-, as is 
wont to be done with milk in winter when we pre- 
fently make butter of it, when we put ic to the Fire 
to part the cream fpeedily; which feparation is helped 
by the precipitation made with acid things, morti¬ 
fying the urinous fait of the milk, by which means 
all principles are feparated by themfelves, as butter, 
cheefe, whey: fo in a quarter of an hour feparati¬ 
on is made by boiling, which elfe without acid things 
could not be done in fome weeks. If then it be 
polfible in vegetables and animals, why not in mi-- 
nerals ? For what but gold and lilver is found in lead, 
iron, tin and copper, though it doth not appear ? 
Why is all goodnefs denyed to the courfer metals 
granted to vegetables and animals not equal to 
them for lafting ? Whence is the natural perfecti¬ 
on of lead, tin, iron, and copper to be proved? Na¬ 
ture ever feeks the perfection of her fruits; but 
courfe metals are irqpcrfeCt; Why then is not na¬ 
ture helped with Art in perfecting them ? But the 
bond of metallick parts is worth observation, which 
being broken, the parts are feparated. Urinous fait 
fas I mayfay) is the bond of the parts making milk, 
as of butter, whey, and cheefe, which istobemor- 
tifyed by. its contrary acid for feparation. Butin 
iron the parts are bound with a vitriolate fait, as' 
with a bond, which is to be mortified with its con¬ 
trary, urinous or nitrous fait for feparation. He 
therefore who knoweth to take away the fuperfiu- 
ous fait of iron, either by moiftordry means, doubt- 
lefs (hall have iron not foon fubjeCt to ruft. 

Fire alfo hath incredible force of it felt" in chang¬ 
ing metals. Is notfteel madeironby force of Fire, 
and iron of fteel by different proceeding? Experi¬ 
ence dayly teacheth us alfo divers kinds of changes 
and refinings by Fire; why is it not polfible in me¬ 
tals by an expert Chymift having skill in them ? Who 
would believe that a live bird lurks in an egg, and 
an hearb having leaves, flowers, and odour, in the 
feed ? Why may not then abortive metals, getting 
not yet perfection, be perfected by Art, with help 
of Fire? Is not anunripe apple or pear ripened by 
the heat of the Sun ? Which fome curious and in- 
duftrious men obferving, have imitated nature in 
their works; and have found fome metals not de- 
ftroyed with the heat of Fire, but enriched with a 
fecret gainful heat; fo that melted (digeftion being 
made) they have yielded double weight of gold and 

U filver. 
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filver- Yea I my felf have feen the common oar 
of lead digefted after the aforefaid manner, which 
was not only inriched with filver thereby, but alfo 
partaked of gold which it wanted before in ordinary 
tryal. Befides one might work this in great quan¬ 
tity,' as with an hundred pounds ; which work of 
jninerals will without doubt bring great profit to 
the skilful triers of lead: But know this, that not e- 
very tryal of lead will be furnifhed with gold, bnt 
the oar to be ever enriched with filver, experience 
being witnefs. 

Many fuch things are found in Nature incredi¬ 
ble to the ignorant, and thofethat are unexercifed- 
But if we mortals were more diligent in reading 
the book written with the hand of God in the pa¬ 
ges of the four Elements, furely we fhould Find 
more fecrets and wonders in them, but skill and 
wealth is got with fweat of face and not by floth •, 
therefore labour and pray- Metals are alfo meliora¬ 
ted by the help of gradation like to germinati¬ 
on. 

For it is well known, that the flioot or grafs of 
fomc fruitful garden-tree implanted in a wood, 
makes that tree afterwards to bear not wild fruits, 
but very good and fweet like them of the implanted 
Ihoot, as one may fee in iron dilTolved in an acid fpi- 
rit, fermented with Venus and turned into Copper : 
by which means doubtlefs copper is turned into fil¬ 
ver, and filver into gold, if the true manner of 
fermentation were known. 

Now this tranfmutation is like digeftion, making 
beef or horfe flefh of grafs in the ftomach of oxe 
and horfe, and mans flelh of beef, in the ftomach of 
man. 

The better parts alfo are feparated from the 
vvorfer by the attractive ftrength of the like, as is 
to be feen in a metal abounding with fulphur, to 
which if iron be added in fufion, the fulphur de- 
ferts its native metal, ( by which means it is more 
purifyed ) and joins its felf to the iron, with which 
it hath more affinity and famijjarity, than with its 
own metal *, for example, if iron be added to lead 
oar full of fulphur in the melting, this melted me¬ 
tal is made malleable, which elfe would be black 
and brittle. And if fomething elfe to be put to 
the melted malleable metal were known to us, to 
take away in the melting, the redundant, crude, 
combuftible fulphur, queftionlefs it would yet be 
made purer; which thing being unknown, metals 
remain in their impurity. And indeed God hath 
done well in this as in all other his works, that he 
hath concealed his knowledge from us: for if it 
were known to the covetous, they would buy up 
all lead, tin, copper and iron, to turn into gold, 
fo that rurall and poor Labourers could hardly buy 
metallick inftruments for their ufe, for the fcarcity ^ 
but God will not have all metals turned into 
Gold. 

A Similitude of taking away the fuperfluous ful¬ 
phur of fome metals in fufion, being given to keep 
the purer parts; fo likewife is there another man¬ 
ner of feparating, the purer parts from the im¬ 
pure , namely , by the attractive power of the 
like, where the purer parts arc drawn together by 
their like, the impurer and heterogeneous part is 
rejected : and that may be ffiown as well by the 
moift as dry way ; an example of the moift way 
followcth. 

If quick Mercury be added to impure gold or fi \- 
ver dilTolved in its proper mtnftrwtm, the mercury 


draws to it felf the invifible gold and filver front 
the Menflrtwm and mixt impurity and aflociates 
what is pureft to it felf, which feparation Aviftly 
fucceeds. Mereury performs the fame likewife in 
the dry way : namely, when fome earth having fome 
gold and filver, is moiftned with acid water, and 
they are fo long bruifed together, till the Mercu¬ 
ry draws the better part; which done you muft 
wafh the dead earth left, with common water, and 
feparate the Mercury being dryed from the attracts 
ed gold and filver, by trajeCting them through a skin, 
but the Mercury draws but one metal from the 
earth, and' indeed the belt at one time} which be¬ 
ing feparated, it draws another metal; for example, 
if in fome one earth, gold, filver, copper and iron 
ly hid, the firft time the mercury draws the gold, 
the fecond the filver, but copper and iron hardly by 
reafon of their drofs, but tin and lead eafily, buc 
eafieft of all gold by reafon of its purity 'like to mer¬ 
cury. 

Another Dcrnonflration by the dry way. 

P Ut under a tile a cuple with lead, to which add 
a grain of very pure gold, molt exactly weigh¬ 
ed (for memories fake) make the gold in the cuple 
to fulmimate, and the lead will enter the cuple, 
the gold being left pale in the cuple: of which 
pale colour there is no other caufe than the mix¬ 
ture of filver, drawn from the lead by the gold. 
But thou wilt fay, that thou knowelt this, that gold 
fulminated with lead, is made paler and weightier, 
by reafon of the filver in the lead, left with the 
gold in the trial, augmenting the weight, and thence 
making it pale: to which I reply, though lead leave 
fome filver in trying in the cuple, mixt with the 
gold added to it, augmenting its weight, and chang¬ 
ing the colour yet it is proved by the weight, that 
lead leaves more being mixt with gold in the cuple, 
than when tryed without gold. Hence it is proved, 
that gold in the fire draws its like from other me¬ 
tals, augmenting its weight: and this alfo gold doth 
in the moift way: for if it be diflplved in its 
own mnftruum , together with copper, and put in di¬ 
geftion, and then feparated, it attracts gold from 
the copper *, which labour, though not done with pro¬ 
fit, yet witnefleth a poffibility. But if the mnjlru - 
««of gold-augmenting the attracting power of gold 
or multiplying the fame were known, but diminifh- 
ing the retentive power of copper, doubtlefs fome 
gain were to be expected \ and indeed more, if gold 
and copper, together be melted in §re with the dry 
mineral mtnfirmm by which means the weight of 
gold would be increafed according to Paracelfus fay¬ 
ing Metals mixt together in a ftrong fire, continu¬ 
ed a pretty while, the imperfection vaniffieth and 
leaves perfection in its place. 

Which furely well done, is a work not wanting 
gain. For I freely confcfs, that I would fometime 
incorporate filver with iron, when as gold from 
iron gave me a good increafe of pyre gold, inftcad 
of fixt filver fought after- And by this means of¬ 
ten fomc not thought on thing happens to Artifts, 
as to my felf with fixt filver, not rightly confi- 
dering the bufinefs. Therefore medling with metals,be 
Cure when you find fomc encreafe, to weigh well 
what it was at firft. For many think long trying 
filver with iron, by the Blood-ftone, Load-ftone, 
Emraud, lapis calaminaris , Red-talck, Granats, An¬ 
timony Arfenick, Sulphur, Flints, QPc. having ma¬ 
ture 
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turc and immature, volatil and fixt gold in them, find¬ 
ing in the trying good gold •, that this gold is made 
of the filver by the help and ufe of the forefaid mine¬ 
rals, which is falfe, For the filver drew that gold 
out of thofe minerals, in which before it lurked 
volatile- Yet I deny not the pofiibility of chang¬ 
ing filver, as being inwardly very like gold, but 
not by help of cementation with the faid minerals, 
becaufe that gpld proceeds not from the filver, but 
thofe minerals, attracted by the filver. This la¬ 
bour is compared to feed call into good ground, 
where dying, by its own power it draws its like 
to ic felf, whence it is multiplyed an hundred fold. 

And it behoveth in this work now and then to 
wet the metallick earth, with proper metallick wa¬ 
ters, being dryed up with heat (which operation 
is called of the Philofoplicrs inceration) elfe the 
earth will be barren, and it behoveth that this wa¬ 
ter be ncer in kind to the earth, fo that when they 
are united they yield a certain fatnefs- For as it 
appears from Tandy dry earth, moillened with rain 
water, not bringing forth fruit agreeable to its feed, 
for the finall heat alfo of the Sun confirming the 
moifturc, and burning the feed in the earth, which 
rnixt with cows dung or other, keeps the water fo 
as that it cannot be fo foon confirmed- By the 
fame reafon it is necelTary that thy earth and wa- 
rcr be mixt, left thy feed be burnt up. Which 
work if well handled, it will not be in vain, re¬ 
quiring the exceeding diligence of nourifhing the 
earth with warmth and moifturc, when the earth 
is drown’d with too much moifture, or hath too 
little, it cannot increafe, and this is one of the belt 
labours, with which 1 draw forth good gold and 
filver of bafer metals, requiring the belt velfels, 
retaining the feed together with its earth, and wa¬ 
ter in its proper heat. 1 doubt not but this work 
alfo in a greater quantity, may be performed, firm¬ 
ly beleiving that the courfer metals, efpecially lead, 
the fitteft of all not only to be perfected into gold 
and filver, but alfo into good medicine : which with* 
out queftion is a Philofophick labour granted from 
God, as a great comfort to the Chymift, but wa¬ 
rily to be ufed. For that all and lingular Gods 
gifts he will not have common: as indeed I have 
tound, when I had invented a very excellent work, 
that 1 fhewing it to a friend, neither could I after¬ 
wards teach it to him, nor do it again for my felf. 
Therefore indeed juitly men are doubtful in writing 
fuch matters: for many feek with idlenefs to get 
the inventions of others, performed with great cofts 
and labour. Therefore it is fafer to be filent and 
give leave to feek, than to publifh fecrets, that they 
may undergo the pains and charges to be born in 
inventing high matters; nor any more hereafter 
may the ingrateful fo impudently gape after others 
Labours. Therefore I would entreat all men both 
of high and low degree, that they would not mo- 
left and tire me hereafter with their Petitions and 
Epiftles, and that they would not turn my good 
will of benefiting others to the ruin of my felf, but 
be contented with my writings publilhed for the 
profit of my meighbour- Nor do you think that 
1 poflefs and promife golden mountains. For what 
i have written, I have writ to difeover nature, in 
thefe difeourfes of the perfection of courfe metals 
in fmall quantity ; Fori never made trial in a great 
quantity, trying truth and pofiibility in a lefler on¬ 
ly, in fmall crucibles: therefore thofe things which 
thave writ arc written to that end that the pofiibi¬ 


lity of the Art, may appear, of perfeft metals to be 
wrought out of Imperfect, therefore he who hath 
occafion may make trial in a greater quantity: but 
as for my part wanting opportunity , 1 expert Gods 
blefiing, whereby upon occafion 1 may make tryal 
in a greater quantity, and fo receive the fruit of 
my labour and great charges- 
Alfo metallick bodies arc tranfmuted by another 
means, namely by the benefit of a tinging metal¬ 
lick fpirit, as one may fee in aurum fulminant , 
fometimes kindled upon a fmooth clean metallick 
plate, fixing a very deep golden tindture upon the 
plate, fo that it may bear the Touch-ftone. The 
fame alfo happens in the moift way, where plated 
metals put into a gradatory fpirit made of Nitre, 
and certain minerals, being pierc’t by the fpirit, 
obtain another kind agreeing to the fpirit. But if 
one doubt of the metallick gradation, made with 
aurum fulmin.vis j he may try the certainty from the 
often fircing of frefh aurum fulminant , upon the fame 
plate \ for he fhall fee that it is not the colour of 
the metal, and outwardly gilded, but deeply tinged. 
Likcwifeone may try the certainty by a humid fpi¬ 
rit, if the transformed metals are tryed, whence the 
mutual aftion and palfion of fubtilized fpirits plain¬ 
ly appears, for the power of fpirits is very great, 
and incredible to one not exercifed; and this gra¬ 
dation ofinferiour metals, Philofophers both ancient 
and modern, doe not only confirm, but alfo diggers 
of minerals taught by experience, that mineral va¬ 
pours by penetration change courfer into purer 
metals , Lazarus Erckcr being witnefs,that iron is chan* 
ged into a good natural copper in green fait waters, & 
that he faw a pit,in which iron nailes and other things 
caft in, by the penetration of a cupreous fpirit were 
turned into a good copper. I do not deny that 
metallick diflolutions of fome metals do ftick pre¬ 
cipitated to the plates, and to make them of a 
golden, filver, or cupreous colour; for it is well 
known, that iron caft into a vitriol water not to 
be turned into copper, but to draw copper out of the 
water, of which thing we treat not here, confirm¬ 
ing the pofiibility of metallick tranfmutations by a 
tinging and piercing fpirit; therefore I again main¬ 
tain that great power is in metallick fpirits^ look 
only upon courfe and opake earth, and befides that 
clear and limpid water with which the clearer and 
more powerful air proceeding from the water com- 
eth from the earth. Are not whole Countries drown- 
ded with water, fometimes Towns and Cities taken 
away? Cannot the air deftroy the ftrongeft Houfes; 
efpecially Ihut up in the Earth, (hake the Land for 
fome miles, and afterward demolilh whole Cities 
and Mountains with the death of Men ? all which 
things are done naturally- Wind artificially raifed 
by Nitre threatens a far greater danger, which no 
man can deny- Although that corporeal Elements 
exercife fo great power, yet they cannot pierce me¬ 
tals without hurt, nor (tones and glafs, and things 
foon penetrated by fire- Therefore not by an oc¬ 
cult but a manifeft power of Sun and Fire, which 
it hath over metals, ftones and glafs, which are 
eafily piere’e by them without any impediment: 
and why fhould not metals compact of a certain me¬ 
tallick fubtile and piercing fpirit be penetrated by 
help of fire, and changed into another fpecies ? 
As is already fpoken of durum fulminant and aqua 
gradatoria. Therefore there is no doubt of the pof- 
fibility of the metallick tingent fpirit changing cour¬ 
fer metals into finer, both by the dry and moift 
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way; For Metals may be purified the fame way 
as Tartar and Vitriol, and other falts, namely by 
the benefit of much water- For it is raanifefl that 
vitriol is purged with iron and copper mixt with 
it, namely dill'olved and coagulated in much water, 
fo that it waxes as white as allom ; which purificati¬ 
on is but a feparation of the metal from the fait, 
made by the benefit of much water debilitating the 
fait, fo that it cannot longer retain the mixt metal , 
which is precipitated like fome flime, not unprofi¬ 
table, becaufe the chiefeft part of the vitriol, from 
which is the greennefs, viz.. Copper, Iron, and 
Sulphur- And as by help of feparation metals are 
drawn from vitriol, more perfed than falts •, fo 
alfo it is with metals when the perfeder and better 
part is feparated by help of precipitation: as fo r 
Tartar, it is purified by the addition of water, but 
its better part is not precipitated as in vitriol, but 
the courfer part which is its blacknefs and frculency- 
As for example; Common Tartar by the often fo- 
lution (made with a fufficient quantity of water ) 
and coagulation is made very pure and white, be¬ 
caufe in every folution made with frefli clear wa¬ 
ter, it always becomes purer; and not only by this 
means white Tartar, but alfo red and feculent, is 
reduced Into tranfparcnt cryftals, and indeed very 
fpeedily by vertue of a certain precipitation ; whofe 
limofity is the caufe of the obfeurity of the cry- 
flalline fait of tartar, and is nothing elfe but an 
unfavory thing, dead and ufelcfs, mixt with the 
tartar in its coagulation in Hogs-heads of Wine, 
and feparated again by power of folution. 

And thefe examples of the two falts of Vitriol 
and Tartar, are not in vain fet down, becaufe they 
fhew the difference in precipitation: For in fome Me¬ 
tals, by force of precipitation, the courfer part is fe¬ 
parated ; but in other, the better and choicer, ac¬ 
cording to the prevalency of this or that part. 

In Vitriol, the better part (Copper and Iron) is the 
leaft, which is precipitated and feparated from the 
courfer and greater part, viz.. Salt; But, in Tartar, 
the courfer and lefs part is precipitated and feparated 
from the greater and better part darify’d i The like 
is in Metals. Therefore, let every one be wary in fe- 
parating; and confider before, whether the better 
or courfer part of the Metal is to be precipitated; 
without which Knowledge, no Man can meddle with 
this Bufinefs. Let alfo the Workman be ware, who 
expe&s any profit from his labour, of Corrcfive Wa¬ 
ters; as Jqua forth, yjqn.z Regia, Spirit of Salt, Vi¬ 
triol, Allom, Vinegar, &c. in the Solution from which 
no Good proceeds, as utterly deflroying and corrupt¬ 
ing all and each of them ; proving the fame in thefe 
words, Front Aietals, by AdetaU, and with Adttals , Me¬ 
tals are made perfect. Metals are alfo purified, matu¬ 
rated and feparated from their Vices, by Nitre burn¬ 
ing up the fuperfluous Sulphur. 

And all the aforefaid perfedions of metals are but 
particular. For every particular medicine, as well 
humane, as metallick, purgeth, feparateth and per- 
fedeth or amendeth by the taking away the fu- 
perfluity- For a universal medicine worketh its per¬ 
fedions and emendations, by ftrengthening and mul¬ 
tiplying the radical moifture as well of animals as 
metals, expelling its enemy by its own natural ver- 
tue. But thou fayft excellent examples indeed are 
delivered by me, but not the manner of doing them. 
F. 1 have delivered more then you think, although 
you don’t perceive it: for I am fure after my death 
that my books will be in greater efteem, from which 


it will appear that 1 have not fought vain glory, but 
the profit of my neighbour to the utmoll of my 
power. But do not, feeing my freenefs of writing, 
think that you may wreft many things from me. For 
afiure your felf, that although I have written many 
things for the publick good, yet 1 intend not by 
this means to trouble my felf. For 1 cannot fatis- 
fy the defires of all men, nor anfwer their Epiltles, 
nor inrich all men, who neither am rich my felf, nor 
have fought riches. For although I have gotten 
the knowledge of thefe things by Gods bldfing, 
and have tryed the truth of it in fmall quantity, 
yet have I never made experience in great llore 
for wealth fake, being contented with Gods blef- 
fing. 

And let this fuffice concerning the feveral purifi¬ 
cations of metals according to my experience; as for 
that univerfal medicine fo famous, I cannot judge of 
it, being a thing unknown to me ; but the poffibili- 
ty thereof I am forc’t to affirm, being moved with 
the feveral tranfmutations of metals ; which being 
unknovvn, it behoves us to be contented with that fa= 
vour which God hath bellowed on us. For often¬ 
times queftionlefs it is better to know little, for Eter¬ 
nal Salvations fake ; for moll commonly wealth and 
icarning pulF up- And pride brings to the Devil the 
Author of it, from whence God of his mercy pre- 
ferve us. 

Of the Philofopbers Stone. 

I Have undergon much charge and labour for ma¬ 
ny years, to extrad the tindure or anima of gold, 
for a medicine to be made therewith, which at 
length 1 have obtained, where I have oblerved the 
remainder of the gold, the foul or better part be¬ 
ing extraded to be no more gold, nor longer to 
endure fire- Whence 1 conjedured, that fuch an 
extradion being fixt again, can perfed courfer me¬ 
tals and turn them to gold : But I could not hither¬ 
to try the truth of my conceived opinion living ac 
this time in a forraign place; therefore againft my 
will, although greedy of novelty, I have been forc't 
to abflain from the work. In the mean time con- 
fidering the opinions of the Philofophers concerning 
their gold, not the vulgar, afierting the univerfal 
medicine to be prepared therewith. I have again 
affufed a certain Philofophical Vinegar to Copper 
for to extrad the cindure, where almoll all the 
Copper like whitiffi earth is feparated from the tin- 
dure in digellion, which earth by no Art I could 
again reduce into a metallick body. 

Which experiment again confirmed me of a pof- 
fibility of this Medicine. Which labour though I 
never followed, yet 1 doubt not but an humane me¬ 
dicine, though not alfo a metallick is attainable 
thence by a diligent workman. The foul therefore 
with all the metallick attributes, confilling in fo 
fmall a quantity, which isfcarcc the hundredth part 
of the weight, which being extraded and fepara¬ 
ted, the remaining body is no more a metal, but a 
ufelefs and dead earth ; but it is not to be doubted 
but being fixt again, it may reaflume and perfed 
another metallick body. Therefore I am confident¬ 
ly perfwaded by the aforefaid Rcafons, that fuch 
a medicine is to be made of mineral and metallick 
things, viz., in the flowing, changing bafer metals 
into better- But do not think that I writing thefe 
things make gold or copper the matter of this me¬ 
dicine, which I do not hold, well knowing that 

there 




















Part I. 


P bilofopbical Furnace? 


77 


there are other fubjefts eafily to be handled, a- 
bounding with tindures. 

So thou haft heard now my opinion of the Uni= 
verfal Medicine, which my experience in Gold, 
Copper, and other Minerals and Metals hath cau- 
fed : which 1 will not preach for Gofpel, becaufe it 
is human to erre. 

Therefore no certainty is to be had, before its 
final and compleat perfedion, and indeed once or 
twice tryed for certainties fake- For an excellent 
way once found out, cannot alwaics be often re¬ 
peated, which happens doubtlefs as well to others 
as to me- Therefore we mull not triumph before 
the Vidory; for unthought on impediments may 
fruftrate Hope : but God is rather to be implored 
in our labours, that he would be pleafed to blefs 
our endeavours, that we may ufe well his gifts in 
this life as good Rewards, and afterward bellow 
the free reward of our labours, watchings, and 
cares on us finners, namely, everlafting Kell and 
Salvation out of his meer Mercy. 

Whether Minerals , as Antimony , Arfenic , Orpin, Co- 
bolt, Zinc j^, Sulphur , &c- may be tranfumitcd in¬ 
to metals ? and into what l 

I T is long fince debated among Chymills, whe 
ther the aforefaid Minerals proceed from the 
fame principles with Metals, and whether to be 
counted Metals; in which Controverfy they have 
not agreed to this day, when as one approves that 
which another denies -, fo that a lludent of Chymi= 
ftry knows not to what fide he had belt aflent- 
But this knowledge not a little he'ping, con¬ 
cerning the purifying of metals; I would put my 
opinion alfo grounded upon experience, for the 
fatisfying the doubtful, the fimplicity of them is 
ftrange who hold not one and the fame beginning 
to be of minerals and metals, faying, if metals 
might be made by nature , of minerals furely it 
had long fince been done-, but it never was, ex¬ 
perience witnefiing ; for remaining minerals, they 
are never tranfplanted into metals. I Anfwer, 
metals grow one way, alfo vegetables another, 
foon budding, and again foon dying y but it is not 
fo with metals -, for all lafting things have long 
time of digeftion, according to the faying, That 
which is foon made, doth foon fade ; this is to be un- 
derllood not only of vegetables and minerals, but 
alfo of animals, as appears from the budding of 
fome vegetables, coming in fix Months fpace to 
their perfedion, and then again perifhing : when as 
things requiring longer time of digeftion and perfec¬ 
tion are much more lafting. A Mulhroom in the fpace 
of one or two nights grows out of rotten wood, 
again foon vanifhing: not fo the Oke. Oxen, and 
Horfes in the fpace of two or three year come to 
perfedion, fcarce living the tvventyeth, or twenty: 
fourth year: but a Man requiring twenty four years 
to his perfedion, lives fixty, eighty, or an hun¬ 
dred years- So alfo we muft conceive of lafting 
metals requiring many ages, and alfo very long 
time of digeftion and perfedion -, metals therefore 
requiring a very long time of digeftion to their 
perfedion, it is granted to no man ever to fee 
the beginning, and end of them; the tranfplan- 
tation of minerals into metals by nature cannot 
be denyed ; efpecially, becaufc that in the oars of 
metals, efpecially of courfe ones, minerals arc al¬ 
fo found -, wherefore diggers of minerals, when 


they find them, conceive good hopes of finding me¬ 
tals, of which they are termed the Coverlids , for 
feldom metals are found without minerals, or mi¬ 
nerals without metals; nor alfo are ever minerals 
found wanting gold or filver; therefore minerals 
are properly termed the Embryo of Mitals • be¬ 
caufe by art and fire a good part of gold and fil¬ 
ver is drawn out of them by fufion ; which if they 
do not proceed from the metallick roots, whence 
proceeds that gold and filver ? For an Ox is not 
born of an Infant, nor a man of a Calf-, for al-. 
waies like is produced of its like- 
Therefore minerals are counted but unripe fruits 
in refped of metals, not yet obtaining their ripe- 
nefs and perfedion , nor feparated from the fu- 
perfluous earth ; for how flionld a bird be hatcht 
of an egg by an heat, not predeftined for the ge¬ 
neration of a bird ? For fo we muft underftand 
of minerals, which if they be deprived of theif 
metallick nature, how ftiould by fire metals be pro¬ 
duced from thence ? But thou faift that thou ne¬ 
ver faweft the produftion of perfed metals out of 
enurfer; therefore that it is neither likely, not 
credible to thee, to whom many thiags as yet lye 
hid, as from molt men, perverily and foolilhly de¬ 
nying things unknown ; for daily experience wit- 
nelfeth, that the viler minerals and metals by ta¬ 
king away the fuperlluous fulphur ( however it be 
done) obtain a greater degree of perfedion, there* 
fore ftiould not thy heart believe, and thy tongue 
fpeak what thou feeft with thine eyes ? For ex¬ 
perience (hews that good gold and filver might be 
drawn out Py art almoft out of all couife minerals 
and metals, yet more out of fome than of others, and 
fpeedier ; for there is not that dark night, that 
is altogether depriv’d of light, which may not be 
manifested by a hollow glafs; nor is there an 
element (though never fo pure ) not mist with o- 
ther elements, nor any malignity depriv’d of all 
good, or on the contrary. And as it is polfible to 
gather the hidden beams of the Sun in the aire, fo 
alfo hidden perfed metals difperfed in imperfed 
metals, and minerals by fire, and an expert Ar- 
tift: if once they are placed in fire with their 
proper folvents, where the homogeneous parts are 
gathered, and the heterogeneous feparated -, fo that 
there is no need to go into the Indies to feek 
gold and filver in thofe new Iflands, which is pof* 
iible to find plentifully here in Germany , if fo be 
the merciful God would pleafe to turn away thofe 
prefent cruel Plagues, and bring them out of old 
metals, viz,. Lead, Iron, Tin, and Copper, there 
left by the Dealers in minerals \ indeed without 
the culture of minerals. Let no man therefore 
judge himfelf to be poor, becaufe he is only poor 
and in want (although otherwife very rich and a* 
bounding in wealth, which yet in a moment he is 
forc’t to forfake) that being ungrateful, neither 
knoweth nor acknowledged God in his \V orks. 

What I pray is in lefs efteem in the world, than 
old Iron and Lead , which are acceptable to the 
wife to ufe in the Lotion of Copper and Tin with 
the mineral White ? But how they are to be 
walhed, is a difficulty to the unexercifed in the 
fire, and {hall be delivered by fimilitudes: You 
fee Antimony frelh digged out of the earth, very 
back and impure; which by fufion feparated from 
its fuperfluity ( which, though nature gave to it 
not in vain, but as an help to its purification, ac¬ 
cording to that: GOD and Nature do nothing tn 
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vain") is made more pure, and endowed with a bo¬ 
dy nearer to metals than its mineral, which it af¬ 
terwards melted with fait of Tartar, the crude and 
combuftible fulphur is mortified thereby, and is 
turned intodrofs, and feparated from the pure mer¬ 
curial part, fo that hereby is made a new and frelh 
reparation of the parts, of which one portion being 
white and brittle, finks to the bottom, the other 
lighter, to wit, the combuftible fulphur is on the 
top with the fait of Tartar-, which poured out in¬ 
to a Cone, when they are cold, may be feparated 
with the hammer ; the inferior part of which is cal¬ 
led by the Chymifts Regulus, which is purer than 
Antimony call the firft time out of its mineral; 
and this is the ufual purging of Antimony ufed by 
Chymifts; to which (Regulus) if afterward any 
thing fliould be added, for a third purification, with¬ 
out doubt it would not only be made purer but 
moie fixt and malleable- For if white Regulus be 
preparable out of black Antimony, why not as well 
malleable metal out of the Regulus. 

Another way of fepxraling the fuperfluous Anti- 
monial Sulphur, 

IV A Ntimony powdred one part, Salt-pcter half 

X\. as much, mingle them, and kindle the 
mixture with a live coal, and let that Antimonial 
fulphur, with the nitre be burnt up, the darkilh 
mats being left, to wit, of a brown colour •, which 
melted for the fpace of an hour in a ftrong fire yeilds 
an Antimony like to that which is made with fait of 
Tartar, but fomewhat lefs in quantity : in like man¬ 
ner the parts of Antimony are feparated, viz., if 
Antimony, Nitre, and crude Tartar be mingled in 
an equal weight, and being mixe are kindled and 
melted. There is alfo another reparation of the 
Antimonial parts; when of fmall bits of Iron one 
part is put into a ftrong crucible, in a wind Fur¬ 
nace, to which being' red hot, call two parts of 
ground Antimony/for'fufion, and the fuperfluous 
combuftible fulphur will forfake the Antimony, 
and joyn to the Iron, a metal more amicable to it; 
mixt with which, it forfaketh its own proper pure 
Mercury, and fulphur or Regulus , which is almoft 
the half part of the Antimony. 

And thefe four ways, by which the fuperfluous 
combuftible fulphur of Antimony is feparated are 
molt common, not fet down as fecrets, but for de- 
monftration fake, that it may appear howfulphureous 
minerals are, to be perfeded and purified, which are 
little amended ; yet (Hewing a better way not only for 
Antimony, but alfo for Arienick and Orpin, although 
thefe two cannot be fo done with Iron, Nitre and 
Tartar, by reafon of their volatility; but with Oyl,or 
other fat things in clofe crucibles, giving a Regulus 
like to the Antimonial; and thefe Reguli make Tin 
hard, to found and be compact; if to one pound 
one ounce be added in fulion, for making good 
houlhold fluff. And in tryal they give good Gold- 

And as it is faid of purging Antimony, fo alfo 
it is to be underftood of the reft, as Wifmtth , Z stick. 
Lapis calaminaris , Lead, Tin, Iron and Copper, to 
be purged from their fuperfluous fulphur, if thou 
wilt draw more perfed metals, viz.. Gold and Sil¬ 
ver out of them with gain. And fo I make an end 
cf mctallick lotions; recommending to Chymifts , 
Nitre , 'lart.tr , Flvts and Lead', for who knoweth 
to ufe them, fhall not lofe his labour in Chymi- 
ftry; but ’tis to be lamented, that every where 


good earth and fixt in the fire, is not to be got¬ 
ten, retaining Lead aud Salts; for without our old 
Saturn little or nothing can be done in refining metals -, 
therefore who goes to try any thing in this Art, let him 
feek the belt earth retaining Lead tweneyfour hours 
fpace; afterward let him confult with Tin, what 
f'ulcan has to be done with Iron ; who will tell him 
what he mult fufler, before lie obtain the Crown. 

Of the tincture of Sol and Antimony. 

S ometimes an alteration happens to mans body, 
from the the attradion of mineral vapors (which 
cannot be done by my Furnaccj in the tryal; there¬ 
fore here 1 will fet down a certain medicine for 
the Workmans fake, as well for preferving as cu¬ 
ring, namely, a clear rubin fixt, and foluble of Gold 
and Antimony. Take of pure Gold half an ounce, 
dilfolve it in Aqua Regta ; precipitate the folution 
with liquor of Flints, as before is faid in the Se¬ 
cond part; edulcorate and dry the calx, and it 
will be prepared ; take Regulus Mortis ( of which 
is fpoken a little before) beaten fine, to which mix 
three parts of the pureft Nitre; place the mixture 
in the crucible between burning coals, putting to 
fire by degrees: which done make a ftronger, viz.. 
for fulion ; for then the Mafs will be made purple; 
which taken forth and cooled grind very fmall,of winch 
take three ov four parts and mix with one part of the a- 
forefaid golden calx ; place it mixed in a ftrong cruci¬ 
ble covered over in the aforefaid winde Furnace, and 
make the mafs to flow together like metal, and ic 
will alTume the Antimonial Nitre in the fufion, and 
will dilfolve the Gold or the calx of Gold, and a 
mafs of an Amethyft colour will be made therewith, 
which fo long leave in the fire, till it get the clear- 
nefs of a Ruby, which one may try with a clean 
wire or iron bowed and put therein, although in 
the mean time the mafs deprived of fufibiiicy, is 
thickened; it is meet to add fome Nitre or Tar¬ 
tar, for fpeeding fufiou, and that as often as fliall- 
be needful. Laltly, pour the mafs, when it fliall 
come to the utmoll rednefs of a Ruby, hot into a 
clean copper morrer, which there leave until ic 
cool, and it will be in colour very like to an O- 
riential Ruby ; then bruife it hot into powder, for 
taking air it would melt, and extra<ft the tindure 
by the afiiifionof the fpirit of Wine in a Vial, and 
the Gold together with the Antimony will remain 
very white like the fineft Talc, to be wallied with 
clear water, in a glafs, edulcorated and dryed; 
which melted with a ftronger fire, gives a Yellow 
glafs, in which no Gold appears, yet feparable by 
way of precipitation with the filings of Iron and 
Copper, from which it recovers its ancient colour, 
but without profit, by reafon of the waft, the tin¬ 
ged fpirit is to be taken away from the tindure, 
which is a very foveraign medicine in may grie¬ 
vous difeafes. 

Although thou mayeft fufped this not to be the 
fimple tindure of Sol , but of Nitre and Tartar mixr, 
be fure that the quantity ot \ it re added not to ex¬ 
ceed ; and fuppofe that tindure of Tartar and Nitre, 

I pray what wafte is there ? fince that is fo good a me¬ 
dicine by itfclf, & I am perfwaded, this tindure of folio 
be better than thofe fet down in the Second part. 1 hat 
Ruby may be fo ufed by it felf with proper vehi¬ 
cles, feeing it is a foveraign medicine of it felf; 
or elle expofed to the air and refolvcd to a liquor; 
for the medicine is no lefs than a tindure, becaufe 
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the Gold in it, and the purer part of Antimony 
are made potable without corrofives. Wonderful is 
the power of falts in metals to be deftroyed, perfect¬ 
ed and’changed by fufion ; for it happened to me one 
time making this Ruby, placeing two other crucibles 
nlfo with metals, by this containing gold with the 
prepared Regains of Antimony ( for cafily two or 
three, or more crucibles may be placed in this fur¬ 
nace, to be ruled with one fire, which cannot be 
done in a common furnace by that means) about 
to put in a certain fait into the crucible next to 
the crucible of gold, that by a miltake 1 call it in 
to the crucible with gold only, whence fo great 
a conflict arofe, that there was danger of boy ling 
over ; therefore forced to remove it out of the furnace 
prefently with tongs, and to efFufe it, fuppofing that 
the Ruby was loll by my rail) putting in of fait; 
therefore 1 would only fave the gold. And 1 found 
the effufed mafs red like blood, purer than a Ruby, 
but no Gold; but white grains like Lead difpciTed 
here and there in the falts, by reafon of their fmal- 
nefs, not feparablc but by the folution of the falts, 
which being feparated by the folution of water from 
the red tinCture like blood, remained in the bot¬ 
tom of the glafs, which afterward for fulions fake 
1 placed in a new crucible in that furnace, but wil¬ 
ling to try the fulion, I found the crucible emp¬ 
ty, and all the Gold vanilhed, a little excepted flick¬ 
ing on the top to the crucible and the cover, which 
1 took away and melted for experience fake in a 
new clofc crucible, but all of it prefently feeling 
heat flew r away like Arfnick, no lign being left in 
the crucible ; and fo 1 was deprived of my Gold. 

At length I took the red folution, and abftraCted 
the water from tbe falts, and I found the fait red 
like blood, which I put in a clean crucible in the 
furnace for to try whether any metallick body might 
thence be extracted •, but I found the effufed fait de¬ 
prived of all tinfture and rednefs, which feems llrange 
to me even to this day, that by help of this fait 
the whole fnbftance of gold, viz. the tincture to¬ 
gether with the remainder flew away,# having fo 
great volatility. 

Which labour afterward I would reiterate, but 
it happened not fo at all as at the firfl time ; there 
was indeed fome alteration of the gold made, but 
its volatilization was not fo great, the caufe of 
which thing, 1 think was the ignorance of the weight 
of the aforefaid fait, call in at the firfl time a- 
gainfl my will. 

And two reafons chiefly moved me to infert this hi- 
flory, Firfl,that it may appear how foon one may mi- 
flake in a final] thing fruftrating the whole pro- 
cefs. Secondly, That the truth of the Philofophers 
may appear writing that gold by art is reducible 
into a lower degree, equal to lead (which happen¬ 
ed to me in this work) and that it is harder to de- 
flroy gold and make it like to an Impeifeft metal, 
than to tranfmute an imperfeft metal into gold; there¬ 
fore I am glad in my heart that I faw fuch an ex¬ 
periment ; of which thing our phantaflick Philofo¬ 
phers will hear nothing, writing whole volumes a- 
gainfl the truth, flifly affirming, gold to be incorrup¬ 
tible, which is an arrant lye ; for 1 can fhew the 
contrary (if need be) many ways. I wonder in¬ 
deed what moves fuch men to flight a thing un¬ 
known, 1 do not ufe to judg things unknown to me. 

How dare they deny the tranfmutation of metals, 
knowing not how to ufe coals and tongs ? truly I 
confefs thofe rude and circumforaneous Mounte¬ 
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banks, not a little to defile and difgrace true Chy- 
miftry, every where cheating men by their fraud , 
being needy and opprcfl with penury; unlcfs per- 
adventurc they find fome credulous rich man giv¬ 
ing them food and raiment for the conceived hope 
of Gain and Skill, of which alfo fome being fur- 
niffit with gold, go clad like painted Parrots, whom 
I judg to be hated worfe than a Dog or a Snake 
but innocent Chymiflry is not therefore to be de- 
fpifed- Some covetous men befotted with folly and 
madnefs, laying out their moneys with an uncer¬ 
tain hope of gain, who afeerward the thing ill fuc- 
ceeding, are forced to live in poverty, whofe cafe 
is not to be pityed, deftroying their money out of 
covctonfnefs. Some feck wealth not out of covc- 
toufnefs, but rather that they may have wherewith 
to live, and may fearch nature, which arc to be 
excufed if they are deceived by knaves, yet not to 
be praifed if they fpend above their ability. 

Another tintture and medicine of Gold . 

D lfl'olve gold in Aqua Regia , being difl’olvcd, pre¬ 
cipitate it with liquor of the fait of flints> 
pour fome more of the aforefaid liquor to the pre¬ 
cipitated gold, then place them in fand to boyl for 
fome hours fpace, and the liquor of flints will ex- 
tratft the tinfture of the gold, - and be dyed with a pur¬ 
ple colour ; to which, pour rain water, and make 
it to boyl together with that purple liquor, and 
the flint w ill be precipitated, the tinfturc of an ex¬ 
cellent colour with the fait of Tartar left •, from 
which it is neceflary to extrail the water even to 
drinefs, and a very fine fait of a purple colour will 
remain in the bottom of the glafs, out of which 
with the fpirit of wine, may be drawn a tinilure 
as red as blood, little inferior in vertue to potable 
gold ; for many things lie hid in the purple fait, 
of which more things might be fpoken if occafion 
permitted therefore let it fuffice to fhew the way 
of deftroying gold, for that golden fait may in a 
very fhort time, viz.- an hour, be perfected with 
fmall labour and tranfmntcd into a wonder of nature ; 
confuting the flanders of the noble Art of Alchimy ; 
for which gift we ought to give immortal thanks 
to the immortal God. 

Of Loohing-glaffes. 

I Have made mention in the treatife of Anrum 
pota&ilc , not only of the material heat of fire, but 
alfo of turning the fineft beams of the Sun into a 
material bodily fubftance, by help of certain inftru- 
ments by which they are colle<fted. I have alfo 
mentioned there a concave Glafs, whofe preparati¬ 
on I will here give, it being not known to all men, 
the bell that I know is as followcth. Firfl, pat¬ 
terns are to be made of the befl matter, namely, 
hair and Potters clay, of which thing in the Fifth 
part, conformable to the glafles, in form and fi¬ 
gure circularly round-, for elfe they cannot gather 
the Sun-beams together, and again put them forth; 
the fault of which thing is to be aferibed only to 
the pattern or mold -, for the fufion and polifhing 
of glafles is no Angular Art, being known even to 
Bell-founders,but to melt them when very well ffiap’t 
of the befl matter and rightly to polifh them, this 
is Art: and firfl to cut the patterns round, being 
very well fhaped by the ufe of a (harp Iron lnftru- 
ment cannot cannot briefly be demonftrated ; there- 
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therefore I will fendthe Reader to Authors prolixly 
handling this thing, viz.. Archimedes and Johan. Bap- 
tifi. Porta , and others; but if thou wanted thole 
Authors, or dod not underdand them, fee thou 
have a Globe exactly turned for making the 
Molds as followeth: firft make a mixture of meal 
and lifted afhes, which fpread equally between two 
boards, as the manner is to fpread pad made of 
Flower and Butter for Pyes and Tarts, anfvvering 
in thicknefs to the glafs to be lhaped, then with a 
Compafs make a circle as big a you pleafe, which 
cut with a knife, and put it on the Globe, and fprin- 
klc quick lime on it out of a fearce or five, and 
put clay well prepared with haire over it of the 
thicknefs of two lingers breadth •, and if it be a 
great piece you mud impofe crofs wires drength- 
ning the Mold, lead it be bent or broken. After¬ 
ward one part being hardned with the heat of the 
Sun or fire, take away all that from the Globe, and 
put it on forne hollow thing, on which it may on 
all fides Hand well, and alfo fprinkle quick lime or 
the powder of coals on the other fide, and put up¬ 
on this the other part of the pattern, and again 
expole it by degrees, to be dryed by the heat of 
Sun or fire, left it crack •, which done, take away 
the ends making thofe parts of the Mold or pattern 
from the inward or middle, which ends fet one n- 
gaind another to the inward parts, the dilfance at 
lead of a hands breadth, and put between in the 
top a few live coals to harden the Mold all over-, 
to which put on other coals, and then more, and 
fo by degrees even to the top, that they may be well 
kindled in their lighter parts j but if the Molds are 
very thick? one fire will not fuffice, but it will be 
neceflary to add more coals, until they be through¬ 
ly kindled in the inner parts; aftenvard, let the 
fire go out by degrees, that the types may grow 
cold^ but not altogether, but fo that y >11 may 
touch them ; and prefently befmear finely the lifted 
allies mixt with water, with a pencil, to dop up 
thechincksarifen from the burning the hair, and for 
fmoothing the types -, then again make both parts 
(after thou had hrd framed a hole in them for a 
Tunnel) clean, being wary led any foul thing fall 
upon them ; and carefully bind them together with 
iron or copper vvier; and very well lute over the 
joining with clay prepared with hair-, and put on 
an earthen Tunnel, and place the Mold in dry fancl 
tip to the top: And thou oughted in the mean while 
thou burned and prepared the Mold, to melt the 
metallick mixture, that it may be poured into the 
hot Mold, the Metal being well melted, cad in a 
bit of fearcloath,’which burning, pour out the mel¬ 
ted Metal into the hot Mold, being wary led coals 
or fome other thing fall into the crucible, and be 
poured with the Metal into the Mold, fpoiling the 
glafs; then let the glafs cool of it felfin the Mold, 
if the matter do not moulder in the cooling: 
And if it fiiould moulder in the cooling, which in¬ 
deed would lefien it, it behoves that the cad glafs 
be prefently taken out of the Mold, and cover¬ 
ed over with a hot earthen or iron veffel, that 
it may cool under it, which otherwife, cooling Unit 
up in the Mold not being able to moulder, is broke 
in pieces, but a little below you fliall perceive, what 
be thofe mouldering metals. 

And this is the common way (ar.d the bed) of 
melting, if fo be thou art exercifed-, there arc alfo 
other ways ; fird, when molds are made of wood 
or lead, agreeing to the glafs, to be imprelled with 


fand, or the fined powder of tyles or other earth, 
as is the cudome of copper-fmiths; and this way 
only ferveth for Idler glades. 

The third way which is the bed of all, but hard- 
ed to one not exercifed, is as follows •, make a 
waxen Mold with a Cylinder to be placed between 
two boards, as is aforefaid of the fird way, which 
put upon the globe for to ffiape it, and let it be hard¬ 
ned in the cold -, then take it away, and fpread o- 
ver it the following, mixture with a pencil-, which 
fee that it be dryed in the Ihadow, then apply pot¬ 
ters clay, prepared with hair, the thicknefs of one 
or two fingers breadth -, then take away the wax in 
manner following from the earth: make a round hole 
in the earthen mold with a knife, coming even to 
the wax; wich done, place it near a coal fire, the 
mold being bending down, and the melted wax will 
run through the hole, into which pour the hot (noc 
burnt) metal, cTc. that liniment which is anoynted 
on the wax mud be very well picpared lead while 
the wax melt, it fall and melt away with the wax, 
nor let the wax pierce the earthen mold and fpoil 
it. Now the liniment follows: Burn potters clay 
well waffit in a Furnace even to rednefs; afterward 
grind it and take away its fined part with walking 
of water, fo that you may have an impalpable pow¬ 
der, which dry, and again burn with a drong fire: 
alter grind it with rain water and fait Armoniack 
fublimcd, upon a done , as Painters ufe to prepare 
their colours, bring it to the jud conndence of a 
paint, and the mixture will be made; the lalt Ar- 
moniack keeps that fine powder, left it melt away 
with the wax : and the prepared earth makes a 
tender and fine fulion. 

The met alii chjnixt arc for the matter of the Lool^ 


Here are divers of thefe mixtures, of w 
one is ahvaies better than the other, which 
by how much ’cis the harder, by fo much the glafs 
is the better *, and by how much the harder the 
metal is, by fo much the better it is polillit ; nor 
doth the hardnefs of the mixture fuffice , but its 
whitenefs is alfo required : lor red proceeds from 
too much copper-, black from too.much iron, or 
dnskie from too much tin, and doth not make the 
true reprefentations of things, but changeth the Ihape 
and colour of them: for example fake, too much 
copper rendereth the Species redder than they arc 
to be, and fo of the red; let therefore the metal¬ 
lick mixture be very white; but if burning glades are 
to be made, it is no matter what colour it be of, if 
fo be that the mixture be hard- I will fet down 
one of the bed, Hr. of Copper plates the thined 
beaten to pieces one part, of white Arfnick a quarter 
part; firlt moiften the plates with the liquor of the 
lalt of Tartar, and make a Stratum fuper Stratum, 
with plates and Arfnick powdred , by fprinkling 
this on them, until the crucible be filled -, to which 
pour the oyl of Linfeed, as much as fufficeth to co¬ 
ver the copper and Arfnick; which done put on the co¬ 
ver with the bed lute, then place the crucible (the 
lute being dryed ) in fand, fo that, only the upper 
part of the cover may dick out and adniinider lire 
by degrees, at fird little ; fecoudly fomewhat dron- 
ger, till at length it be hot, that all the oyl may 
evaporate; in the mean time, the oyl will prepare 
the copper, and retain the Arfnick, ard will make 
it enter into the plates, like oyl piercing dry Lea¬ 
ther ; 


















Part I. 


P bilofopbical Furnaces . 


8i 


ther: Or place the crucible upon a grate and put 
Fire to it, which adminifter by degrees, until the 
oyl evaporate in the boyling. Laftiy, when it fhall 
coole, break the crucible, and thou fhalt find the 
copper of diverfe colours, efpecially if thou (halt 
take Orpin in ftcad of Arfenick, and twice or 
thrice increafed in magnitude, and brittle. 

R. of this copper one part, and oflatton [Oricb.il- 
cim'] two parts, melt it with a very quick Fire, and 
firft indeed the latton, to which afterward add the 
friable copper; pour ooc the mixture melted and 
thou lhalt have a very hard metal unfileable, vet not 
ib brittle, but like fteei, of which diverfe things may 
be formed ferving in ftead of iron and fteei inftru- 
ments; take of this hard metal three parts of the bell 
tin without lead one part, melt and effufe it, and 
the matter of looking-glalles will be made. This 
mixture is a hard white metal making the belt look¬ 
ing glalles, but if this labor feem tedious, take of 
copper three parts, of tin one part, of white Arfe¬ 
nick half .a part for the matter of looking-glafles, 
which are fine but brittle, as well in the melting as 
polilhing, therefore carefully to be handled. I muft 
here fet down a thing worthy to be obferved, and 
known to few; viz.: a falfe opinion of many, ef¬ 
pecially of thofe who attribute knowledge to them- 
felves of the proprieties of metals. In the fecond 
part (of fubiile fpirits) mention is made of the pores 
of metals, for experience witnefi'etb, that thofe fub- 
tilc fpirits as of harts-horn, tartar, foot, and fomc- 
times thofe fulphureous ones of falts and metals do 
evaporate through pewter vefiels, which at the firft 
hearing every man cannot conceive, for whofe lake 
this difeourfe is made. Make two balls of Copper, 
aud two of pure 1 in not mixt with lead, of one 
and the fame form and quantity, the weight of 
which balls obferve exactly, which done, again melt 
the aforefaid balls or bullets into one, and firft the 
copper,to which melted add the Tin, left much Tin e- 
vaporate in the melting;& prefently pour out the mix* 
ture melted into the mold of the firft balls, and there 
will not come forth four nor fcarce three balls, the 
weight of the four balls being referved ; if then me¬ 
tals are not porous, whence I pray doth that great 
alteration of quantity proceed ? therefore know that 
metals are porous more or lef^; gold hath the few- 
eft pores, lilver hath more, Mercury \ more than 
that, Lead more than Mercury, Copper more than 
Lead, and Iron than copper, but tin hath moft of 
all- 

If we conld deftroy metals, and again educe them 
deftroyed from power to att, furely they would not 
be fo porous. And as a child without correction is 
unapt to any goodnels, but corrected is endued with 
all kind of vertue and learning, fo alfo we muftun- 
derftand of metals which left in their natural ftate, 
namely drawn out of the earth without correction 
and emendation remain volatile, but corrupted and 
regenerated are made more noble, even as our bo¬ 
dies deftroyed and corrupted, at length (hall arife cla¬ 
rified before they come into Gods fight. Well faid 
Paracclfus , that if in one hour metals w’ere deftroyed 
an hundred times, yet they could not be without a 
body, reaffuming a newfpecies and indeed a better, 
for it is rightly faid, Vnius corrupt io y alters us gesiera- 

; for the mortification of a fuperfluous fulphure¬ 
ous body is the regeneration of the Mercurial foul, 
for without a deftruCtion of metals perfection can¬ 
not be -, therefore metals are to be deftroyed and 
made formlefs, that thereby the fuperfluous earthy 


combuftible fulphur being feparated, the pure fine 
Mercurial fpeciesmay fpring forth. Of which thing 
more, when we fpeak ot Artificial Hones- 

Of the f snoot bing and policing of looking- gUff L s 

A Looking-glafs, though it be very exactly melted 
and proportioned, yet is of no value if not 
rightly polifhed and fmoothed ; for eafily in the 
fmoothing .any part it may fuffer fome dammage 
hurtful to it, and it is neceffary to take from them 
firft, the grofTcr part by the wheel, as the 
cuftom is with Pcwterers and Copper-fmiths with a 
fandy ftone, then to apply to them a finer ftone with 
water, until they are fufficiently fmoothed by grind¬ 
ing ; which done, the looking-glafles are again to be 
taken from the v.hcel and to be moved to the fmall 
wooden wheel covcrediwith leather, rubbed over 
with a fine prepared glaring ftone until the crevifes 
contracted in the turning no more appear, having 
got a crofs line,i-afterward another fmall wheel co¬ 
vered with leather is required, to which a blood- 
ftone prepared and wafht with the allies of tin rub¬ 
bed on, to which likewife by the aforefaid means, 
according to the fame line, the looking-glalfes are 
fo long to be moved till they get a fufficient nnenefs 
and brightncls- You muft kecpfuch looking-glailes 
from themoiftair, and breathing, and to wipe them 
when infeCted with air and breathing not with any 
woolen or Jinnen cloth, but with a Goats or Harts 
skin, and not any way, bnt according to the crofs 
line, with which the looking-glalfes are fmoothed. 
They may alfo be fmoothed by lead artificially mel¬ 
ted, by firft rubing them with a fmiris and water, 
and then with a finer fmiris and lead ; laftlv 
with a blood ftone and allies of tin : likewife 
alfo with whetftones, by changing for a finer every 
time, whence at length alfo they acquire a fplen 
dour by the allies of tin. 

Alfo the outward p2rt of the looking-glalfes (con¬ 
vex) maybe fmoothed, which reprefents the fpecies 
fhort, andfpreads the difperfed rays: but the inward 
part (hollow) gathers and multiplies, and puts forth 
or expofeth the Image. 

Let thefe things fuffice concerning the melting of 
looking glaffes,& polifhingrequifites, for the collecti¬ 
on of the Sun beams, and although from the aforefaid 
mixture other kinds of looking--glalfes might be made 
reprefenting wonderful fliapes and feveral excellent 
things, as Cylindrick, Pyramidal, Parabolick, c~c. 
they are emitted as impertinent to this place, 
yet 1 could fhew away to make them, bccaufe 1 have 
undergone no fmall labors and charges in the fearch- 
ing of their preparation and ufe, if it werenecelfa- 
ry. But of all looking-glafles that is inoft ufeful 
whofe preparation we have Ihewn, whofediameteris 
at leaft two or three fpans, if thou wilt perform a- 
ny fpecial thing ; although it be but of one or two 
fpans, yet it gathers abundance of beams, fo that 
: thou maift melt tin and lead with it, if it be well 
fhaped : yet the larger are the better. Nor ought 
they to be too deep, that they may call their 
beams the further, and better perforin their actions 
or functions, let them have the twentyeth or thir* 

! tyeth part of the fphere (the feCtion being exactly 
obferved) which is the foundation of the Art. 


y 


Of 












82 


Part L 


The Fourth Tan of 


Of Artificial Gems , and Metallick Glajjes. 

A S for metallick glades pertaining to Alchymy, 
and much conducing to the perfection of me¬ 
tals, and clteemcd by the Ancient Philofophers, I 
would not omit to uy fomewhat in this place, be- 
caufc they aitealily made by this furnace. 

And indeed the Ancients have found thefe glafles 
qucltionlefs by chance, in reducing the calcined bo- 
dys into glafs by a ft to ng hie, for very many fecrets 
by this means not fought for are found out. Often¬ 
times it happens to our labors, that pad: hope we find 
fomthing better or worfe, than the thing fought; and 
1 think it hath thus happened with thefe glades, 
but however it be, 1 am lure thefe glafTes have flood 
tis in much Head j for Iz.a.th Holland faith plainly, 
That vitrified metals being again brought to metals, 
by that reduction do give better and nobler metals 
than the firft: vitrified; and indeed gold gives a tin¬ 
cture, but filver gold, and copper filver; and fo corn 
fequently the glafs of other metals give better me¬ 
tals in reduction, the truth of which experience 
proves, and although I have not yet made great try- 
al in this work, yet I know that metals brought in¬ 
to dead alhes to be turned into clear glafs cannot 
be again reduced into metals without great profit: 
yet one metal is more pliable than another, nor are 
our glafles the Artificial flones of gold-fmiths fixed 
to other large ones for ornaments fake, made by the 
addition of glafs made of fufile fand ; but ours are 
made of the juice of metals. But I do not deny the 
vertue of Venice glafs, and others in the rnundify- 
ing of metals, chiefly copper and tin, which yet is 
not comparable with metallick juices. I freely con- 
fefs I have tryed this thing twenty times, and I ne¬ 
ver was deceived by it: but 1 know not whether it 
may prove fo in a greater quantity, becaufe I never 
tryed it, doubting of my veflels not fit to retain 
fulible glafies a requifit time : for I have fpent much 
labor in making thefe kind of veflels, but hitherto 
in vain- For there is very great hope of gain, if thou 
hall very llrong crucibles, nor is this perfection of 
metals without rcafon, for whiled the metal is burnt 
to allies, much of the fuperfluous combuftible fulphur 
is burnt (as you may fee in Lead, Tin, and Copper, 
from thefparks appearing in their calcination whiled 
they are ltirred and feparating) which if again re¬ 
duced (viz., being calcined) its better and heavier 
part (by benefit of melting) finketh to the bottom, 
the worfer flowing on the top is changed into drofs 
or glafs. And fo the feparation of metals is made 
by the help of the Fire alone, to the ignorant and 
unexpert incredible: but confider gilt filver to be 
feparated in fufion, which is as it were corrupted by 
the common fulphur, and the metallick fpecies, be¬ 
ing lod, it turns to a black drofs before that in mel¬ 
ting it forfakes the gold: which way alfo filver is 
feparated from copper, and this from iron. Ob- 
ferve alfo that black and crude Antimony, being 
reduced into alhes by calcination, and melted is fe¬ 
parated by a drong Fire, the purer parts defeending 
pure and white like filver, but the impure parts afeend- 
ing arc changed into glafs or drofs, which feparation 
would never be made without incineration al¬ 
though the Antimony fhould have flood long influx'. 

Thou feeft therefore the power of Fire alone in 
melting metals, wherefore believe thou that thy la¬ 
bor (hall not be in vain if thou knoweft how to help 
the Fire- Excrcifc thyfelf therefore in it, for thou 


art fufficiently inftrufted, and this furnace will help 
thee; without which it is impoflible to manage 
fuch things well, as experience tellifies, confirming 
my words. 

Mention being made of metallick glafles, which 
belongs to the perfection of metals, 1 am forced to 
fay fomthing alfo of other Amai-fa y or coloured glaft 
fes, which are called Gems, and are w’orn for 
beautifying, which though it be not profitable, yet 
it is a delightful labour, which knowledge, as well 
noble as ignoble have long fought, not for gain, but 
recreation fake, erring from the true way (although 
prolixly deferibed in many tongues) through igno¬ 
rance of the art to render cryftal or flint fulible, and 
colouring it, being content with lead glafles made of 
one part of cryflals, or flints, and three or four parts 
of minium or cerufe, glafs of no worth, as not only 
very loft and unapt for poiilhing, but alfo heavier 
than it ought by means of the lead, and having a 
yellow or green colour, for every glafs made of cry¬ 
ftal or flint, and minium or cerufe by themfelvcs, viz.. 
without the addition of other colours, gets a yellow 
colour from the Lead, hindering and altering other 
mixt colours; therefore a good ftonc is not made 
this way of lead and flint, but Leaden glafles of this 
fort, Venice glafs, Allies of tin, and colours being 
added to them, be ufbd diverfly of the gold- 
fmiths, namely to colour gold, otherwife of no 
moment- 

Therefore I will give another preparation, name¬ 
ly out of flints &c. cryflals alone without minium 
and cerufe, with metallick colours, having the co¬ 
lour and elegancy of excellent flones; but not har¬ 
der than glafs •, for although cryftal is harder than 
iron, yet by melting it is deprived of its hardnefs 
in fome meafure, and is made like to glafs, yet fo 
much hardnefs referved, as ferves to write on ano¬ 
ther glafs, which glafles are eafily polilhed, and in 
all things and by all, moll like, hardnefs excepted, 
to natural flones •, with which not only various kinds 
of flones may be made, and other gold, filver, and 
wooden works or pictures adorned ; but alfo diverfe 
fupelleCtils, as falts, hafts or hilts, cups, &c. and alfo 
images and antiquities, may be formed (by fufion) like 
to thofe cut out of gems by the hand of an ingenb 
ous workman, moll delightful. 

They are made after this manner: firft you mull 
look for flints and cryflals not coloured, but very 
white, gathered out of fand or ftreams, which you 
muft heat in a covered crucible, and quench chem 
glowing hot in cold water, that they may crack and 
may be pulverifed ; otherwife they are fo hard that 
when they are powdred, they take part of the mor- 
ter and fo are defiled; therefore it is worth your 
labor to handle them well- Afterward Re of 
flints prepared, and the pureft fait of Tartar, 
made in glafed veflels, but not in copper or iron, 
equal parts, mingle them and keep them for 
ufe. 

And if thou wilt make this mafs into a gem, 
you muft firft mingle fome colour (what you 
defire) afterward fo long place it (being put 
into a clean covered crucible fcarce half fullj in 
a very llrong fire, till all the fait of Tartar hath 
evaporated, and the flint together with the colour 
come into fubllance fulible like glafs: you muft 
then put a fmall clean iron wier, and draw out a 
little of the melted mafs for tryal-, whether it 
have Hood long enough in the fire, whether there 
be yet puftles and little fands, or whether it be- 
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ing exaftly melted, it fhall defcend to the bottom, 
which done, you muft take off the crucible, and 
place it under fo:ne hot iron or earthen veflel, 
that it may wax cold with the melted ftone •, o- 
therwife the mafs will be broken in the crucible 
into very finall parts, and would be unfit for grea¬ 
ter works: neither muft you pour out the melted 
mafs for fear of the attraction of aire , and pu¬ 
tties to arife thence. But being willing to make 
out of the Mafs by Fufion, not Engraving Mo¬ 
ney or Images ; there is no need to leave the 
mafs in the crucible to cool, but prefcntly to pour 
it out hot in a copper morter •, and nothing will 
ftick to the crucible, but all the mafs will be pou¬ 
red out without any watte: And this mafs, if 
thou wilt, thou mailt powder or break into very 
fmall bits for fufion and imprefiion. But the mafs 
when cooled in the crucible, is to be taken by 
breaking the crucible, and to be reduced into greater 
or letter ftones by cutting: but melting for mo¬ 
ney or images; you muft place the money or image, 
which you will imitate, with the backfidc or hin¬ 
der - part downward in an iron Ring, a Fingers 
breadth broad of greater capacity than the money, 
upon a ftone or plain wood, and fprinkle on a lit¬ 
tle Tripoly, or fine Sand, through a cloth, name¬ 
ly, as much as futficeth to cover the mold , and 
upon this to put more, well moiftened with water, 
like allies of cupels, and to prefs it, being moft te¬ 
nacious, firmly to the mold, but warily, left the 
mold be moved ; which done , you muft turn the 
ring, and with a knife lift up-the mold, and to 
take it, being lifted up with ones hands or tongs, 
the image being left in the fand, to be dryed by 
heat of the Sun or Fire- Afterward to caft the 
image, place the ring with the image impretted in 
the fand under a tile, and adminifter a ftrongfire, 
that the whole ring, with the fand, and the image 
in the fand may be very hot: then take off the 
ring, to fee if the image have fuffered any lofs; 
which, if it have not, you muft put upon it fo 
much of the aforefaid glafs, courfly beaten, as fuf- 
ficeth in the fufion to fill the image impretted on 
the fand ; which done, put the ring again under 
the tile , and adminifter a fire of fufion, till the 
glafs melt in the ring; to which, touch with a 
(booth iron and light, (with a handle) being hot 
the ring being taken firft out of the furnace with 
tongs, preffing the glafs well to the mold; and 
then place it under a hot iron, or earthen veflel 
to cool; and being cold, take the image from the 
mold, which anfwers to it in all things, if thou 
haft aright proceeded , exaftly reprefenting the 
Carvers art, or a feal impretted on a jewel, which 
excellent work is moft fit to feign, and reprefent 
Antiquities and Rarities. 

7 h: colouring of the aforefaid mafs follows , by which 
it is made mofi like to Gems. 

I T behooveth that colours be taken from metals 
and minerals, namely from Copper, Iron, Gold, 
Silver, Wifmuth, Magnefia and Granate; of other 
colours 1 know nothing of certainty, Copper com¬ 
monly makes a colour green like the Sea, Copper with 
Iron, grafs^green; Granate afmaragdine colour, Iron 
yellow or jacynth ; Gold the belt skie colour; Wif¬ 
muth common skie colour; Magnefia Amethyftlne, 
mixt, they give other colours; E. gr. Gold mixt 
with Silyer gives an Amethyft colour; Iron and 


Copper, a pale green; Wifmuth and Magnefia, a 
purple; Silver and Magnefia, various colours like 
an Opal. 

Images are alfo made of divers colours, if the 
mattes of diverfc colours be broken into bits and 
mixt, be put upon the Mold, O-c. And if thou de~ 
fireft an opac mafs (green, red, skie colour, &c.) 
add a little calx of Tin darkning, on which as on 
a Balls the colours infill:-. For example; in making 
a Turcoife ftone or a Lazulus, mingle with the 
Azure made of the lilver Marcafit or Zafora (to 
colour the mafs) the calx of Tin, that they may 
melt together , and before the imprefiion be made, 
put upon the Mold fome prepared gold, then fpread 
and put upon this the aforefaid glafs; and the fu¬ 
fion and imprefiion being made, will be made thence 
a ftone having golden veins like lapis Laz.tiitts ve¬ 
ry delightful; But. there muft be a calx of Gold 
not lofing its fplendor in the fire, fuch as is made 
by Mercury, or that which is better, which is pre- 
cipitated out of Aqua Regia : of which above. 

Of the preparation of the colours for colouring the 
mafs of Flints and Cryfials. 

T He plates of copper often heated, are to be 
quenched in cold water of which more in thd 
Fifth part, from three to fix grains of it may be 
mixed with 5 j- of the mafs for a Sea-green colour. 
Iron is reduced into crocus by reverberation; of 
which from four to ten grains are added, to the 
mafs for a yellow or Jacynth colour; Silver is dif- 
folved in Aqua fortis y and precipitated with the li¬ 
quor of Flints after it is edulcorated and dryed , 
whereof from one to fix grains, added to § j. of 
the mafs, they make mixt colours. 

Gold is dittolvcd in Aqua Regia , edulcorated and 
dryed, precipitated firft with liquor of Flints, where¬ 
of from grain four to 3 Js . mixt with one ounce 
of the mafs, make a moft elegant Saphire. And 
if from three to fix of that foluble ruby made of 
the Gold, and the nitrous Regains Martis be ad¬ 
ded to ^j. of the mafs, they make a very police 
ruby: Magnefia pulverifed, whereof, from fix to 
fourteen grains, to of the mafs, make an A- 
methyft. 

Marcafit dittolved in Aqua Regia , precipitated 
with the liquor of flints, edulcorated and dryed, 
whereof from one to five grains, to §j. of the mafs, 
give a Saphire, but not comparably fo polite as 
one made with gold- 

But being unwilling to calcine Marcafite, let him 
take Zafora, and mingle to % j. from five to ten 
grains; Granates of Bohemia , or Oriental pulve¬ 
rifed , add from fix grains to 9 j- to 5 j■ of the 
mafs, for little green ftones like to the natural 
fmaragd or emrald: other things which remain 
of the mixture of the colours, are to be learned by 
experience. 

To what ufes coloured flints and cryftals art ap¬ 
pointed, is not here to be treated of; oneufc ex¬ 
cepted, which I fet down for the eyes, which are 
weakened by too much watching, the heat of fire 
and fmoak *, fee thou have a waxen mold circular¬ 
ly round, of the bignefs of a dilh or trencher ; 

(the Optiques are wont to call fuch lenses ) to 
which, put the belt clay well mixed with hair: 
anoint the waxen type with oyl, and exaftly apply 
the beft prepared earth of crucibles ( and durable 
in the fire ) the thicknefs of a finger ; which be- 
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ing drycd, perforate in fome part, that the wax 
being melted by the fire, may flow forth : after¬ 
ward burn the mold in an earthen furnace -, being 
burnt, fill it with prepared glafs, and place it .in 
a wind furnace till the glafs melt-, which at length 
being cooled, take off the type by attrition , and 
there fhalt thou have the cryltal refembling the 
form of the type ; which afterward thou muff make 
and polifh like lpeCtades in an iron difh on both (ides •, 
and take it out with a ftrong iron 'wier, and thou 
fhalt have a good cryitalline lent for a final! price, 
which otherwife is fcarce made of cryftal of fo 
great a bignefs. And if thou wilt, thou maifh co¬ 
lour the glafs green , very pleafant to the fight, 
and fit a foot to it for greater benefit. And the 
glafs doth not only ferve for the Multiplication 
of light in the night time, that you may fee a 
thing a far off in a chamber, but alfo for the fix¬ 
ing and calcining minerals by the Sun-beams, and 
melting of Metals, and multiplying of Pictures, 
like an hollow glafs, and alfo for other ufes it may 
be compared with an hollow looking-.glafs, which 
doth the fame of an equal bignefs with the hol¬ 
low glafs; nor is there any other difference of 
them but reflexion. This glafs-inftrument is made 
likewife another way, and by lefs coft and labor, 
if it be of a polifhfc looking-glafs, if two great 
orbes arc cut out with a diamond, and if they are 
fomewhat foftned with Fire, and are left there fo 
long in the heat, until they fliall flick like wax 
very clofe to the ftone, which done, let. them be 
cooled again, which afterward taken out, will re- 
prefent the form of an hollow glafs; to which, it 
behoves to fix a leaf on the convex part. And 
the glafles do the fame that an hollow metaUick 
looking-glafs doth, the reflexion excepted , which 
is not fo ftrong as of the hollow glafs: And al¬ 
though the glades are fooner' broke, yet they are 
very fit for the making of the following Inftru- 

ment. ' „ 

And they are bound together with a ftrong wi¬ 
er, applyed acrofs on the concave partand an 
hole is cut in the brim with ' a diamond on one 
fide, of the bignefs of a pea, then the crCvifes are 
exactly clofed in every* place with the belt lute 5 
which done, a filver or copper ring is to be tyed 
about it, holding thofe glades ftraightly , fo that 
the Inftrunient may be fitted to the foot,- all which 
' well done, thofe ftrong wiers are feparated or cut 
off, with which* the glafles were bound at firft, 
namely, near the copper ring: afterward very pure 
ji<\na vim is to be put in through a funnel, as 
much as is required for the filling it up -, the In¬ 
urnment being filled, the. hole is lhut up, which is 
to be kept for ufe ; and this Inftrument is better 
than the hollow' glafs; efpecially, if it have in its 

il- * * *■ 


diameter the breadth of one foot, and may be 
applyed to profpcCtive pictures, it doth excellent¬ 
ly reprefent and multiply them. 

Behind which, if you place a candle in the night, 
it gives fo much light in the Chamber , that you 
would think it came from the Sun. It doth alfo 
many other things which are here omitted as fu- 
perfluous. And you may gather thedifperfed light 
in the aire in the night time with it, fo that you 
may read the fmallcft writing. Such and others of 
the like things may be done by this furnace, all 
which to fet down, would fwell the Book too 
much. Other things of the metals examination 
arid purification by fufion, in another place. 

Take this, Reader, which is given to thee, in good 
part, at another time thou fhalt have better-, and do 
not miftake my writings, as if I did reprove the ex¬ 
aminations of metals by the Ancients, fulions and re¬ 
parations, who only would communicate my opini¬ 
on, and yield my afliftance for further proceeding ; 
for I know that dealers in metals giving too much cre¬ 
dit to their fmall proof when they find nothing, do, 
contemn oars as barren, often abounding with gold 
and filver ; when neverthclefs, John Mathef. fays ex¬ 
prefly in his Sarefta y that minerals oftentimes tryed 
in a fmall quantity do yield no gold and filver, which 
in a great quantity, yield a great deal, wherefore cre¬ 
dit it is not always to be given to fuch tryals,often de¬ 
ceiving, as experience teftifies. 

And this not only in thofe minerals which arc dig¬ 
ged out of the earth ; but alfo in thofe clayie and Tan¬ 
dy minerals, abounding with filver and golden flames-, 
out of which neither by the lefs nor greater proofs, 
nor ablution nor Mercury is drawn with gain that 
thin and fiery difperfed gold : which by fome waters 
is done without fire eafily ; for 1 know filch mines are 
found neer many rivers of Germany, and many pla¬ 
ces in other Nations of Europe, out of which honeffc 
gain without much coft and labor may eafily be got¬ 
ten. Neither are they dreams, which I have fpoken 
parabolically of the perfection of metals, for it is 
poflibleby art to help nature in the perfecting things- 
There is therefore no more need of any thing than of 
knowledge ; therefore the nature of metals being 
known, and their properties, they are eafily fepara¬ 
ted, purged and perfected. 

But what I have written of the univerfal medicine, 
I have done for the aforefaid caufes, which have 
made me believe the thing, not as profelfor of the 
Art- The other things of coloured red glafles and 
looking glafles 1 have added, becaufe they are eafily 
prepared by this furnace, as fometimes neceflary in 
fome works. Other things of the handling metals 
are not without caufe now omitted, which happily 
may befometime delivered in another place, where¬ 
fore now we end- 
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FIFTH PART 

o F 

^Ijtlofopljual jjutt* turns; 

In Tthkh is treated of the wonderful Feature of the Fifth Furnace : Alfo, of the eafy Preparas 
tion of the Inflruments and ^Materials belonging to the fore(aid Four Furnaces. Mofl pro ft> 
table for Cbymical Phyfitians. 


Of the Preparation of the Furnace . 


A S concerning this, of which, though I 
made no mention in the Preface ; for 
it was not my Refolution to mention 
it in the tail Part, becaufe I was pui'- 
pofed only to treat of the Inflruments, 
as well earthen, as tliofe of giafs, and alfo of the 
other neceflary things belonging to tliofe four 
parts premifed; yet I am willing now in this Part, 
(which I have judged to be the moft convenient 
place for it, for which 1 did before defign ano¬ 
ther ) to difeover the wonderful Nature thereof, 
as far as I may for the Studious Artift’s fake. 
And although I know that more in this part, than 
in all my other writings, efpecially the ignorant 
and unskilful, will be offended ; yet I will not there¬ 
fore pafs it by, perfwading my felf, that by this 
means 1 fhall do a work, that will be mofl accep¬ 
table to the fearchers of Art, and Nature- For 
1 do devoutly affirm, That this is the choicefl of 
all my fecrets that 1 confide in, in which 1 have 
already feen wonderful things, hoping that the Di¬ 
vine Benedidtion will fome time or other be ob¬ 
tained upon the praSice thereof. And as for the 
flrudlure of it, much cannot be faid thereof, be¬ 
caufe it is not built as other Furnaces are, but it 
is every where found extruded by Nature, being 
ordained for no other works, than thofe of Na¬ 
ture, 'viz., for the making of any menjlruum that 
fhall diflolve gold, filver, and all other metals, arid 
minerals without any noife, as alfo pretious, and 
common Hones, and alfo glafl’es: the original of 
which, is the original of the Mwftrmm. Now 


what, and what manner of Furnace that is, that 
produceth this Royal Menftrmm , ( coming from 
the Mepflruum it felf ) and that eafily without any 
labour, you may eafily conjedlure, that it is not 
any common one, by the help whereof other things 
are diltilled, that can yield fuch a Menftrmm that 
is not corrofive: which certainly is not any com¬ 
mon Mcnjlmitm, becaufe there is but this one Men- 
Jlrnum that I know, which doth not partake of any 
corrofive quality, that doth more than any, or all 
other corrofive waters whatfoever. For all corro- 
fives whatfoever they arc, as aqna forth , aqua regu i 
fpirit of fait, vitrioll, allomc, aud nitre cannot^to- 
gether, and at once diffolve the clofe uniou of gold, 
and filver, and other moft hard fubjedts, that can¬ 
not be diffolved in waters, though never fo cau- 
flick. 

This indeed is wonderful, and flupcndous, that 
a thing every where found mofl vile and bafe, 
fhould doe fo great a miracle: 1 know not what 
moved me to write of it , knowing that I fhall in 
this part offend not onely the wife by writing fo 
openly, but alfo the ignorant detractors, and llan- 
derers that will accufe me of fallity- And truly 
thefe confiderations might juflly have deterred me, 
but that 1 knew 1 might doe a good work, recall¬ 
ing many from their errors: For many are per- 
fwaded that there is no other diffolving Menftrnum, 
befidcs the aforefaid corrofive fpirits; but thofe arc 
Chymills that are ignorant of Nature ; yet the 
Philofophers with one confent fay, that thofe cor¬ 
rofive deftrudtive ipirits make afruitlefs folution of 
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metals; for expeiience teftifies, that the folutions 
made by the help of aqua forth , and regia, and o- 
ther fpirits, colour the hands, being that which a 
true Philofophical fplution doth not, and further¬ 
more, teftifigs, that thofe, which colour the 
hands, are not to be reckon’d among the true Philo¬ 
fophical folutions, but to be contemned as Malig¬ 
nant. Wherefore 1 was willing to write thefe things 
to inftruft thofe that erre. Let no man therefore 
perfwade himfelf, that a Menftmum fo vile and 
contemptible, is of lefs efficacy, than thofe corro- 
live fpirits. 1 my felf did once fcarce believe, that 
fo great Vertues could be in fo moll vile a Mm- 
f riinm , until 1 had experience of the truth in good 
earned:. 

I could here add more things concerning the 
original of the nnivcrfal A4oftrmim , which is fo 
contemptible, which doth by its wonderful powers 
and vertues diflolve all metals, minerals and (tones 
radically without any noiie, unites and fixetli them ; 
the folution whereof doth not colour the hand ; 
the conjnn.lion is infeparable, and the fixation in- 
combultible; I fay, 1 could add more things con¬ 
cerning it, but that divers inconveniences, which 
by this means 1 might incur, as alfo the envy and 
hatred of others do deter me. For although any 
one doth think to dilcover the polfibility of Art, 
and Nature ; yet few would be content therewith, 
being very defirous of all manner of revelation •, 
and if we fhould not gratify them, we fiiould forth¬ 
with incur their hatred and envy, who would with, 
out doubt judge otherwife of the matter, if they 
had but any experience of our labours. Be thou 
therefore (courteous Reader) contented with this 
difeourfe, that fhews thee the polfibility' of Art and 
Nature; and diligently feek after it in the fear of 
God , and without doubt thy labour Ifiall not be 
in vain- 

Of the Building of the Furnaces. 

H Ow thofe Furnaces of the firftand fecond part 
are to be built and made of Potters Clay, 
and Stones; 1 need not fay much, becaufe there 
be many Books extant, treating of this matter 
fuificiently •, yet this caution is to be obferved in 
building of the Furnaces, viz., that thofe Furnaces, 
in which a very ftrong fire is not kindled , need 
not fo ftrong walls, as thofe in which we diftil, 
fublime, and melt, with a molt ftrong fire. And 
for what belongs to fubliming and diltilling Furna, 
ccs ; you may ereft them of thofe common bricks 
which are made of the bell clay, and well burnt, 
compafiing them about with very ftrong walls, that 
they may the longer retain the heat: or elfe you 
will continually have fomething to do in mending 
them, and doling their chinks , which hinder the 
regimenc of fire. Wherefore they mull be com- 
palled about with iron hoops, that they may be 
durable and not gape. Now what concerns the 
melting Furnaces, the aforefaid bricks are not of 
ufe in the building of them, becaufe they not be¬ 
ing durable melt in the fire ; wherefore you mull 
make other bricks of a very good earth that is 
fixed in the Fire, Inch as is that of crucibles, &c. 
ot which, afterwards; which are to be made in a 
brazen or wooden mould, and to be burnt, and it 
matters not whether they be round or fquare, a 
regard being had of the Furnace, that fix or eight 
of them make one courfe, or row. But you need 


not build the whole Furnace of thofe Hones, for 
it is fufficient, if the place only, where the coals 
Hill lye, be made of them, and the other part of 
the Furnace be made of common bricks. 

A Lute for the ending of Furnaces. 

L Ute may be made divers wayes for this bufi- 
nefs; for men prepare their Lute feveral wayes 
as they pleafe- Some mix with fifted Potters earth, 
the beaten hairs of Cows, Oxen, Harts, or the 
chaffe of Barky, Tow, Flocks, Horfe dung, and 
the like, that hold together the clay, and prevent 
chops, to which they add fometimes lifted fand, 
if the clay be too fat, beating the mixture toge¬ 
ther with water, and bringing it to a juft confi- 
ftencc. And this is the bell mixture, that is not 
fubjert to cleaving, yet weak, becaufe in length of 
time the hair and chafe are burnt, wherefore the 
Furnace becomes thin and weak. Many leave ouc 
combuftible things, and mix Potters clay, and fand 
together, and temper them with brine, for the 
making of their Furnaces. And this is the belt 
mixture, becaufe it is not combuftible as the other 
is, neither is it fubjeft to cracking, by regfon of 
the fait: and for this purpofe, the brine of filh 
and fait fleih doth ferve, and is very good, becaufe 
the blood helps the joining of them together: but 
if the Car at mortmou of vitriol or Aqua fortis, be¬ 
ing mollifyed, be mixed with Totters clay and 
fand , you go a better way to work : for this' 
Lute is not at all fubjeft to cracking, but fixed in 
the fire and permanent. With this Lute are Re¬ 
torts, and Gourds very well luted, and coated, al¬ 
fo the joints of Retorts, and Receivers doled: 
this being mollifyed with a wet cloth applyed to 
it, may again be feparated, and taken otf, as that 
alfo with which fait is mixed : but the other Lutes 
that want fait will not be feparated, by reafoa 
whereof glafles oftentimes are broken. Wherefore 
in dele<ft of the Caput martunm of Vitriol, temper 
the clay and fand with brine: But many mix the 
filings of iron, powdered glafs, flints, &c. but you 
need not them for the building of the Furnaces, 
but only for the coating of certain glafles ufed for 
reparation, and diftillation, becaufe the filings of 
iron being helped with fait, binds, and joins toge¬ 
ther molt ftrongly- 

Of the clof>!g of the Joints , hindering the evaporation 
of fubtle Spirits. 

T He aforefaid Lute is fufficient for the doling 
of the Joints of the firft Furnace, where air 
is not kept from the Spirits, but not of the Vef- 
fels of the fecond Furnace, where moll fubtle Spi¬ 
rits* are dillilled, which it cannot retain, penetrat¬ 
ing the fame with the lofs of the better part: 
wherefore you mull make choice of another; un- 
lefs upon the other being well dryed, a mixture 
made of quick Lime, moll fubtilly powdered , and 
Linfced-oyl, befmeared over with a pencil, which the 
porous clay attracting to it, is fortifyed, fo as to 
to be able to retain thofe moll fubtle Spirits: but 
this Lute can hardly be feparated again ; becaufe 
refuting water, it cannot be mollifyed; wherefore 
the clay is to be tempered only with the white of 
eggs, and to be applyed with linnen clouts : but 
you mull prevent the burning of the linnen, by 
reafon of the extreara heat of the neck of the Re= 
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ceiver, by putting between an iron or ltrong glafs, 
viz., betwixt the receiver and the retort- The joints 
alfo may be dofed with oxe bladders wet in the 
white of eggs, alfo with ftarch tempered with wa¬ 
ter, if it be fometimes applyed, being fmeared on 
paper. For by this means thofe molt fnbtile (pi¬ 
nts areeafily retained, but not corrofive, for which 
ufe the caput mortum of fonts is more conveni¬ 
ent which after it is drycd mud be fmeared over 
with a mixture made of linfced oyl, and quick 
lime. 

And divers kinds of thefe lutes are had being de= 
(lined to divers ufes. 

Another Lute for broken Glaffes. 

I T happens fometimes that glafs veflels, as recei¬ 
vers, and retorts, have fome cracks, but '’other- 
wife are whole and found ; which are greater in thofe 
glalfes that do again fuffer the heat of the Fire, 
wherefore at lad the glalfes are broken, which if yon 
will prevent, make a liniment or thin lute oflinfeed 
oyl, quicklime, and red lead ; which being fmcered 
over a linnen cloth apply to the crack, upon which 
being dryed apply another: but if the crack be ve¬ 
ry great, you may apply three or four linen cloths, 
for the greater fafety fake: as you may apply the 
whites of egges beaten together, upon the cracks 
with linnen, and call upon it quick lime lifted very 
fine, and prefs it down hard with your hand : which 
being done, you may apply over them more linen 
clouts wet in the whites of eggs, and calf upon them 
quick lime again: which when the lute is well dryed, 
retaines the fpirits, but fooner fubjed to the corro= 
lion of corrolive fpirits than the former. 

Note well that quick lime is not to be mixed with 
the white of eggs, and foufed upon linen clouts, as 
the manner of fome is; becaufe the whites of eggs 
acquire a hardnefs from the lime before they be uni¬ 
ted, and therefore cannot flick, but linen clouts wet 
Firlf therewith before the quick lime be cad upon 
them, fo that the lime doth not immediately touch 
the glafs, being applyed bet'wixt two linen cloths. 

How thofe fnbtile fpirits when they are made , may be kept 
that they evaporate not. 

T Hofe glalfes in which thofe fpirits are kept are 
for the mod part dopt with cork, or wax, up¬ 
on which afterward bladders are bound : which dop- 
ping is convenient for fome fpirits, that do not prey 
upon cork or wax: For all corrolive fpirits, as of vf 
triol, Allpme, common fait, nitre, &c. corrode cork, 
and lixivial fpirits, as that of harts-horn, tartar, 
fait armoniack, urin, wine, &c. melt wax, and pe¬ 
netrate it. 

And although other dopples might be made, which 
might retain both forts of fpirits, yet it wouid be 
tedious and laborious to open thofe fo often, and 
to dop them again. Wherefore I have found out a 
fit kind of glades, viz .. of fuch, whofe mouths have 
didindions, and are fit to receive their covers i as it 
appears by the delineation. CSte fi r fi fig urc l- A- 
fignilies the cover : B. the glafs containing the fpi- 
rit. C. a drawer by the help whereof the fpirits are 
taken out of the glafs, when there is occafion, into 
the didindion in the brim of the mouth; viz., of 
the glafs that contains the fpirit, is put quicklilver, 
and upon this is put a cover; this being done, the 
Mercury clofeth the joynts of both glades running 
-* 


in the brim, fo that nothing at all can evaporate» 
for the fpirits do not penetrate the Mercury, unlefs 
they be very corrolive fa thing to be noted j which 
then in proccfs of time turn the Mercury into wa¬ 
ter, but very feldom ; and then the Mercury is to be 
renewed. But we need not give fo much honour to 
corrolive fpirits, being not to be compared to thofe 
volatile ones, which being abdraded from corrolives 
not prey upon Mercury •, and muchlefs than thefe, 
do lixivial fpirits corrode Mercury ; and for the fake 
of thefe were thefe glades invented, by the help 
whereof mod fnbtile fpirits arc without any lofs of 
their vertues, if you pleafe, a very long time pre- 
ferved and kept- And becaufe when there is occa= 
don the fpirits cannot be poured forth by realon of 
the Mercury in the brim, you mud get a drawer 
like to that, by the help whereof wine is taken out 
of the veficl, but lelTer, having a belly with a little 
mouth made very accurately- This being let down 
you may take up as much as you pleafe, as is needful; 
the upper orifice whereof being flopped with the fin¬ 
ger nothing drops out j being put into a Idler glafs 
is thence poured forth for your ufe. Then you mud 
again cover the remainder of the fpirit that is in the 
glafs, and as oft as is needfultake out with that draw¬ 
er as much as is ufcful.. And this is the bed way by 
which the mod fnbtile fpirits are retained; which alfo 
are very well retained in thofe glades, whofe doplcs 
are of glafs fmoothed with grinding. But this is 
a more codly way of keeping in fpirits, and it is done 
after this manner. 

Hjw glafs floppies are to be fmoothed by grin bin? for the 
retaining of fpirits itt their glafs vejfels. “ 

F lrdof all order the matter fo that you have glafs 
bottles of feverai forts, fome greater, fome lef- 
fer, with drong necks, and mouths, with their glafs 
dopples, which being fmoothed by grinding fhutthe 
orifice of the bottlevery clofe:Now they are fmoothed 
thus. Put the dopples in the turn, being fet or fadned 
in fome wood, bring it into a round fhape, then being 
moidnedwith Smiris , and water mixed together, let 
it be put to the mouth of the bottle, fo as to be turn¬ 
ed round in the mouth of the botcle, which you mud 
often take away from the dopples being fadened to 
the turn, for the oftner moidening of it, which is 
with that mixture of prepared Smiris and water, 
with the help of a pencil, or feather; and that fo 
often and fo long, until the dopple dop the mouth of 
the bottle inodclofely : which being done, you wipe 
off the Smiris with a lint from the dopples and mouth 
of the bottle, then fmeer over the ltopple with a 
liniment made of fome fine wafhed earth, and wa¬ 
ter, or oyl, and again turn it round in the mouth 
of the bottle, and often fmear it over with this frefh 
mixture, until the dopple be mod exadlv fmooth¬ 
ed, which afterward is to be tyed to its proper bot¬ 
tle-, thefamealfo isto beunderdood concerning the 
red, that one may not be taken for an other, cFr. 
And that you may not need to take away fo much 
from the dopples, and bottles, get fome copper 
moulds made for the dopples, which dopples mud 
be taken whiled they be yet warm, foft, and new 
drawn from the furnace, that they may'be made of 
a jud roundnefs, as alfo other copper moulds. Which 
mud be put into the mouths of the bottles, whiled 
they be yet hot and foft, for the berer making of 
them round, whereby afterwards the dopple may 
more ealily, and quickly become fit to dop the 
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mouths of the bottles very clofc, (as for example 
A. is the ftopple, P. thcglafs or bottle^ if thou know- 
eft how to order them rightly, they will quickly and 
eafily fit one the other. 

In defeat of a turn) proceed after the following 
manner, which is flow, yet fafe, becaufc in a turn the 
glades, oftentimes waxing hot are broken by rcafon 
of the over great haft •, and it is thus, make an iron 
or wooden receptacle fit to receive the glafs bottle, 
which being covered about with linen, and put in, 
join both parts of the receptacle warily and foftly, 
with the help ofaferew, that the bottle be not bro¬ 
ken, and that that inftrument, or receptacle of the 
bottle being faftened to a form with the help of the 
ferew, cannot be moved. Afterwards caufe that a-, 
nother wooden inftrument be made for the Hopple (as 
for example, A. the ftopple with its receptacle P- the 
bottle with its receptable ) that may be feparated in 
the middle, and be again reunited with a ferew af¬ 
ter the putting in of the ftopple, which being lmee- 
red over with the aforefaid mixture offmirts and wa¬ 
ter, take the inftrument with both hands, and put 
the ftopple round about the neck of the bottle, and 
grind it round upon the other, as Wine Coopers 
arc ufed to do in fmoothing the taps •, and that fo 
long until the ftopple be lit for the bottle i then rei- 
tercatcthe fame labour with'thc earth tnpolts , until it 
be compleatedi and it will Hop as well as a ftopple 
made by the help of a turn C 5ec f CC0ncl 
Figures before the fourth part .3 

After this manner alfo you nuift work thofe greater 
glafs receivers of the firlt furnace, that without 
luting they may beclofed. Stopples alfo of vials or 
Bolthcads for fixation maybe wrought after this man-- 
ner, which in ftcad of luting may be put into the 
mouths of the vials, upon which are put caps of lead ; 
by which means in cafe of neceflity they may be lifted 
up, viz., in cafe the fpirits by .too ftrong a fire be 
ftirred up and rarified, by reafon of the danger the 
glafles are in to be broken, and may again fall down 
into the mouths of the bottles being prefled down 
with the leaden caps, and fo ftop clofe again. And 
this way of fropping is better then that which is done 
with cork, wax, fulphur, and other things: becaule 
in cafe the fire be not well governed, and by confe- 
qucnce an errour is committed, you may preferve 
your glafles by lifting up of the ftopples, viz., when 
the fpirits arc too much ftirred up. And although 
this be a better way of flopping than the other com¬ 
monway •, yet that which follows is better thcn_ this, 
whereby the fpirits are eafily retained, the gialles be¬ 
ing preferved, and without all danger of being bro¬ 
ken. And it is thus, viz., get a glafs pipe to be made 
crooked according to the figure fet down, into the 
belly whereof is quickfilver to be put from half an 
ounce to an ounce, or thereabouts, and let this pipe 
which hath a belly be put into the vial containing the 
matter to be fixed (as for example. the pipe with 
a belly, P■ is the vial, and again C. fignifies the afore- 
faid leaden cap with the neck of the vial D .) the joints 
whereof afterwards are to be covered over with lute, 
and the vial will never be in danger of being broken- 
See the fourth Figure* 

Thefe forefaid ways of flopping are the belt, by 
which the breakings of glafles are prevented, viz. 
whileft men are in an errour about the fixing of fpi* 
rits of falts, minerals and metals, which although 
they arc fixed with great cofts and labours, yet do 
not fatisfiewhat is promifed and expected, becaufc 
thofe kinds of fixations are violent and forced, and 
by confequence contrary to nature: but in the profi¬ 


table fixation of fpirits, not fo, where we muft fob 
low Nature, and not commit our fclves to fortune 
in our labours. For only fools are wont to break 
their glafles in their fuppofed tinfiure •, but Philo- 
fophers not fo •, for every violent thing is an enemy to 
Nature and all the operations of Nature are fpon- 
taneous. They erre therefore, and never fliall come 
unto their defired end, who attempt violent fixati¬ 
ons. I cannot beperfwaded that bodies dead, or half 
dead can be fo mixed together as to multiply : but 
I could eafily believe that the conjunction of male 
and female of one and the fame fpecies, found and 
nouriihed with found and wholefomc meats to be na¬ 
tural, and to make a fpontaneous propagation, and 
multiplication of their fpecies; viz. of thofe that 
endure in a good, and adverfe fortune, in life, and 
death ; but the conjunction of dead things,to be dead, 
and barren. Do but confidcr how many and various 
inftniments both gold, filver, copper, iron, tin, and 
lead \ as alfo earthen, glafs, ftone, and other veflels 
of other materials have been already invented, and 
found out for the fixing of Mercury alone with gold 
and filver, but in vain, becaufc they have no mutual 
affinity. For although Mercury adheres to metals, or 
metals to it, yet that is not by rcafon of any affini¬ 
ty for multiplication, or perfection fake : for it ap= 
pears by experience that Mercury flics away in the fire, 
and leaves the gold, filver and other metals. Where 
it is clear that they have no mutual affinity requifite 
for the multiplication of metals, nor is iteverpofli- 
ble : For they that have a mutual affinity embraceone 
the other and abide together for ever, although vo¬ 
latile, yet never leave one the other, like gold and 
Mercury, when they arc united together with the 
ftrongeft bond, fo that they can never be feparated 
although with the ftrongeft Fire. Wherefore a great 
care is to be had in the fixation of things joined toge¬ 
ther - , which if they have a mutual affinity, will em¬ 
brace and retain one the other, without the help 
of any curious glafles with long necks- Of which 
things if thou art ignorant, abftain from mcdling 
with them, as being more hurtful then profitable, as 
dayly experience both mine own, and others do wit* 
nefs. But that thou mayft the better underftand 
what things have a mutual affinity one with the other: 
attend a little to what 1 fliall fay. 

Is not lie to be laughed at for his folly who will 
pour rain, or common water on gold, filver, and o- 
ther metals to fix them ? See therefore the unwife 
actions of many covetous Alchymifts in fo hard a 
matter, that fpend their time in trifles, reaping ac¬ 
cording to what they have fowed, and at laft leave 
off their work which they have undertaken, after 
they have expended much colt, and fpent their la¬ 
bour in flenches, watchings, and cares. For I have 
oftentimes feen thofe, that although they have not 
chofcn common water for their menjlntnm , yet have 
made choice of A%-dew, fnow or rain gathered in 
March, and water diftilled out of Noftock, or ex¬ 
crement of Stars ; vegetables and animals for 
their folvent, in which they have loft their la¬ 
bour. 

For as the radical union of the aforefaid things 
with metals is impoflible: fo never is any good to 
be produced from thence, by reafon of their diffe¬ 
rence. And fuch may dcfervedly be compared to 
thofe, who afeending a very high ladder that hath 
many fteps, doe prefently endeavour to fly from 
the lowermoft to the uppermoft; which is a thing 
impoflible: fo neither can there be any conjunction 
, of things that do fo much differ. But as any one 
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nny eafily afcend the higheft ftep by degrees, fo 
alfo any one may ( which yet he need not do,) 
join together extreams, by adding firfl: a thing that 
is moil near to one of the extreams, and then to 
this another next to it, and fo by confequence, un¬ 
til you come to the other extream, which is a thing 
that requires a very long time, and is a work 
without profit. And if things be joined together 
that have the next affinity, the one will be de¬ 
lighted in the other, and the one will embrace the 
other, will overcome, and retain it. As for ex¬ 
ample, there is a certain fait, and that only, that 
can coagulate, and turn into a body like to it felf, 
even common water, which can be fixed in a very 
little time, with, and by one only certain mineral, 
which is very volatile. xMinerals alfo may be fix¬ 
ed by metals , and metals, ( a thing which I ne¬ 
ver yet tryed ) by a certain thing more excellent 
than metals, without all doubt. But therefore it 
is needful in the fixation of minerals to begin with 
the coagulation of water, whereby it is turned in= 
to fait •, and this afterward into a mineral \ which 
would be too tedious-, but it is fufficient to begin 
in things mod near, in which nature hath begun 
to operate, but hath left imperfeft for then there 
is hope of gain, if contrary things are not joined 
together, elfe not- Behold how ready Nature is 
at^hand to help any thing that is adminiftred to 
it, which it can help: as for example, make fait 
of calcined Tartar by the help of folution and co¬ 
agulation ( but do not take that for it, of which 
a little before mention hath been made, which is 
far better than fait of Tartar) of which after it 
is calcined, obferve the weight; upon which after¬ 
wards pour half the weight of meft pure rain wa¬ 
ter ; dillilled to avoid the fufpition of impurity; 
then draw off the water gently in BJueo, or Sand, 
which again pour upon the remaining fait of Tar¬ 
tar, and again draw it off; this do fo often as is 
needful, until all the water be confumed. Which 
being done, take out the fait, and weigh it, being 
firfl made red hot in the Fire, and thou fhalt find 
it to be increafed in weight, which increafe came 
from the water, and noc elfewhere. 

Note well that the cohobation of the water is 
to be reiterated often upon the fait of Tartar. 
Obferve, that by this means, the water is conver¬ 
tible into fait by Art, &c. And if thou dofl not 
believe the converfion of things material and cor¬ 
poreal , how wilt thou believe the converfion of 
things immaterial, as of the Sun, and Fire into a 
material fixed fubftance ; of which thing , fome- 
thing (hall be treated in our Treatife of Aurttm po- 
tabile , and more at large afterwards in a Treatife 
De Gtmrauone Metallorum , if God permit: For 
you muft know that the circulation of the Ele¬ 
ments, and'things elementated, viz.- how one is 
converted into another; and how they nourifh and 
chcrilh one the other: as for example, the Earth 
yields Water, the Water Air, the Air Fire, and 
the Fire again Earth; which if it be pure, yields 
pure Earth- But that thou maift underftand aright 
how any thing to be fixed, may be retained by a- 
nother, by reafon of affinity, obferve the following 
example. The Husbandman calling feed into the 
Earth for to multiply, doth not choofe any Earth, 
but that which is convenient for multiplication, 
viz. an Earth that is neither too dry, nor too 
moift; for the Seed call in fand cannot grow, but 
is loll: For whatfoever is to -be preferved, is to 
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be preferved by an equal temper; which, how 
much it is more equal or like, fo much ue more 
perfedt fubftance it doth produce. Humidity there¬ 
fore being necefiarily requilitc for the growth of 
vegetables, without which, they can neither grow, 
nor multiply, but the feed being call into moift 
fand , and the Rayes of the Sun adding upon the 
fand, and fuddenly confuming the humidity there¬ 
of , whence follows the burning up of the feed irt 
the dry fand , bccaufe there was no affinity be¬ 
twixt the water, and fand; without which, the 
water could not be retained by the fand, and con- 
fequently, the feed deprived of its nutriment; it 
follows necefiarily, that fome medium be required, 
or bond joining and binding the rain, and fand ; 
viz., fait, by the help whereof, the rain water is 
retained by the fand, that it be not fo eafily con- 
fumed by the heat of the fun. 

The fand therefore retains the fait, and the fait, 
the rain water for the nutrition of the bud: but 
every fait is not convenient for this bufinefs; for 
although Chrift faith, Litk. Cbxp. 14, Verfe the laft, 
that earth without fait is barren; yet any com¬ 
mon fait is not to be underftood thereby : [See 
more dc Natura Salittm .] for fome falts, as com¬ 
mon fait, fait of Vitriol, Allome, &c. do not only 
not do good, but do hurt to Vegetables, hindering 
by reafon of their drynefs their growth and in¬ 
creafe. Now lixivial falts promote them , that 
which Country - men do better underftand , than 
our fuppofed Philofophcrs: for they know how to 
help their barren ground with the excrements of 
Animals-, which are nothing elfe but a lixivial fait 
mixed with fulphur, making the earth fat and fer¬ 
tile. And by this means a vehiculum (rather a 
bond ) is adminiftred to the rain water, that it 
may the lefs be confumed by the heat of the Sun. 
Moreover, all feed ( confifting in a lixivial fait and 
fulphur ) loves its like, from whence it borrows 
its Nutriment, which is obferved but by a few 
Learned or Unlearned. Husband - Men may well 
be excufed of their ignorance/ becaufe they work 
only out of Ufe and Cuftome. But others that 
bear the Title of Learning not fo ; whofe Duty 
it is to Render a reafon of Germination, who 
may defervedly be Afhamed of their Ignorance, 
being lefs knowing than Husband - Men. It is 
manifeft, that Dung makes the Earth Fruitful; 
but how, and for what reafon, not fo; but if it 
did want nitrous fait, it would neither make ic 
Fertile, nor promote Germination: for it is not un¬ 
known, that Nitre is made out of the excrements 
of Animals. The goodnefs therefore of the dung 
confifts only in the lixivial fait contained in it, and 
not in the ftraw. 

But you will ask perhaps, why doth not any other 
fait help Germination ? Why is the fait of dung 
required to Germination, and no other ? We have 
already anfwered that, like are helped with like; 
and contraries arc destroyed by contraries: For 
experience doth teftify, that every leed confifts in 
a lixivial fait and fulphur, and not in any acid 
fait; wherefore alfo it doth defire and embrace its 
like. Let him therefore, that will not believe it, 
make tryal of the diftillation of the feed of any 
vegetable ; of which, let him force over a pound 
by a retort; and he fiiall fee by experience, that 
not an acid fpirit, but a fiegm together with plen¬ 
ty of oyl, and volatile fait whitening the whole 
Receiver, comes over; being that which no root 
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or ftalk can do: for the chiefeft vertue, odour, 
and tall of vegetables, animals, and minerals is 
found in the feed, in which thing provident Na- 
tnre hath done very well, whiled (he attributes the 
.chiefeft faculties to the feed, being more obnoxious 
to injuries then the reft, which is alfo prefcrved, 
nourilhed-, and cherifhed by its like. 

Now this difcourfe which might othcrwife have 
been omitted, wasthereforeappointed, thatthecaufe 
of the germination of vegetables might be made the 
more manifeft •, and that what things have been 
fpoken of the attraction, and fixation of all things 
might the better be underftood. The germination 
therefore, and multiplication of both minerals, ve¬ 
getables and animals mull be fpontaneous, and not 
forced, as is that barren and frullraneons of the falfe 
Chymifts, becaufe preternatural. Wherefore when 
you fix any thing be cautious in the adding of any 
thing that fhould retain it, with which nothing can 
be fixed. Fire indeed doth always do its office ; but 
it knows not how to help any preternatural thing ■, 
which it doth wholly deftroy, agairvft which nothing 
can be prevalent, unlefs it be rightly ordained ac¬ 
cording to Nature. 

And thus much is fpoken for inftruCtion fake, to 
thee that intendeft to fix any thing, left othcrwife 
thou lofcft thy labour. 

Of the making of the befl crnciblcr. 

T He bell crucibles that are requifite for the fourth 
furnace, not being found in every place, l 
thought it worth while to fet down the manner of 
making them : for I am not ignorant how oftentimes 
many for want of thefe are conftrained to be con¬ 
tent with thofe that are ufelefs, and truly with great 
lofs of metals, whilell the crucibles are broken in 
the fire,and confeqnently with atedioufnefsin drawing 
them out of the allies. 

• Chymifts have been in a great errour a long time, 
and not only they but alfo goldfmiths, and they that 
feparate metals, as alfo others that need the help of 
crucibles, who perfwade themfelves that the bell 
earth that is fit to make the bell crucibles is to be 
found no where but in H, Jfu ; and therefore with 
great/ charges have caul'ed that Gibfenfian crucibles 
be brought over-, not confidering that almoft in e- 
very place in Germany fuch earth is to be found,which 
indeed is a very great folly of men, proceeding from 
the not knowing of good earth which is to be found 
almoft every where. 1 do not deny but that the 
cartli of Haffui is very good for crucibles, tyles, re¬ 
torts, and other veftels which are to be fet in a ve-- 
17 great Fire, for which caufe alfo is commended 
Gibfenfian, and Waldburgcnfian crucibles. 

A few years fince fome have made their crucibles, 
and other veftels that will endure the fire well, of 
earth brought out of England-, and frame into Hol¬ 
land, which have retained metals very well in the fire, 
but not falts, becaufe they are too porous and notfo 
compaft as thofe of Haffia, wherefore thofe of Haf- 
fia areftill preferred before others, retaining better, 
metals, and falts. But although this earth be brought 
from thence to other places, yet fuch ftrong cruci¬ 
bles could not be made thereof, the caufe whereof 
being not the conftitution of the air, and place to 
which fomc have falfcly imputed it, but an error 
iii the making and burning of them- For in Haf- 
Jia there is a great abundance of wood, of which 
there is no {paring in the burning the crucibles even 


to a ftony hardnefs, which could not be done by a fraal 
Fire of turftes. 

The like errour is committed about ftone pots, and 
other veftels which are made at Frecbemium and Si- 
bnrous , and other places near Colen , which are car- 
ryeci almoft through all Europe, the goodnefs where= 
of is afcribedonly to the earth, and not to the mak¬ 
ing. But now experience hath taught us that any 
good earth doth become ftony in a violent fire, with¬ 
out refpefl of the place where it is taken. Where¬ 
fore it is very probable, being a thing poftible, that 
fuch veftels afe made clfe.vhere: for every earth be¬ 
ing burnt retaining a white colour, viz., with an 
indifferent Fire, makes pots, and crucibles porous, 
but with a itronger, and with a longer delay, corn- 
pad like glafs, elpecially if common fait be caft in 
a plentiful manner upon them,being burnt with a very 
ftrong fire, becaufe it addes to them being very well 
burnt within an external glafy fmoothnefs, by which 
means they will be the better able to retain fpirits 
in the Fire. Wherefore let no man doubt con¬ 
cerning the making the forefaid veftels of any other 
earth that is white in burning, with the help of a 
very ftrong Fire: which by how much the greater 
whitenefs it gets in burning, by fo much the better 
and excellent pots it makes ; and feeing there is a 
great difference of making crucibles 10 be fet in the 
Fire, and of ftone pots retaining liquid things, I fhall 
flicw the manner of making both, viz., of ftone pots 
belonging to the firft and fecond furnace, and oferu-, 
cibles to the fourth, and thus it is- 

He that will try the goodnefs of white and pure 
earth, viz., whether it grows ftony in the fire, lec 
him caft a peice of crude earth of the bignefs of a hens 
egge into a very ftrong Fire, obferving whether ic 
doth quickly or llowly cleave and break’ in pieces ^ 
which if it doth not cleave and become powder, al¬ 
though it may have fome cracks, is good earth, and 
fit for burning, if fo be the mixture be well made, in 
which lys the art. 

The earth that is to be burnt, for pots, receivers, 
and bottles, needs no other preparation then that for 
bricks, which becaufe for the moll part it is too fat, 
you muft mix with it clean lifted fulible fand, tread 
it with your feet, and knead it with your hands be¬ 
fore vefTels be made thereof; which being made are 
to be dryed in the heat of the Sun, or in fome other 
warm place; and being dryed are to be burnt in a 
very ftrong Fire for the fpace of twenty four or 
thirty hours, on which in the mean time you may caft: 
fait if you pleafe, which being thus burnt do like 
glafs retain cafily all liquid things- But let him that 
makes crucibles, tyles, bricks and other veftels ap¬ 
pointed for a very ftrong Fire, ufe more diligence in 
the making of them. And truly firft he muft beat 
very fmail with a wooden hammer, the earth being 
dryed well in the Sun, or elfewhere, and being 
beaten fearfe it through a great fearfe, and to one 
part of the fifted earth mix two, three, or four 
parts (the fatnefs of the earth being confidered) of 
the earth burnt in a potters furnace, and powdered, 
which being mixed with a fufficient quantity of wa¬ 
ter he muft tread with his feet, and afterwards knead 
with his hands, and the earth will be prepared for 
the making of veftels, and when he Inakes crucibles 
and tefts, let him provide for wooden moulds both 
greater and fmaller, made in a turn, hy the help 
whereof they may be made, for the aforefaid veftels 
cannot be formed by the ufual art of the potters ; 
becaufe the matter of them muft be very lean, ap¬ 
pointed 
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pointed for a moil ftrong fire \ wherefore common¬ 
ly they are made by the help of moulds after the fol¬ 
lowing manner. 

Let a piece of the prepared earth be applyed with 
your hands to the mould, which you muff hold in 
one hand> applyingand fitting the earth thereto with 
the other, or hold it with your legs, that the earth 
may be applyed with both your hands. Alfo you 
mult firft rub the mould very well with clean lifted 
fand, for elfe the earth will fo flick to tfie wooden 
mould, that a crucible can fcarce be taken off with¬ 
out danger, which being done, it is further fitted 
by ftriking it with a wooden inflrument fmoothed 
for the purpofe, by which means the crucible lyes 
very exactly upon the mould, for by this means 
crucibles are made very ftrong ; which being 
done alfo let the crucible be takefn off, and fee up¬ 
on a board, and be dryed, firft in the air, then by 
the heat of the fire, or fun, and then be burned in 
the firft chamber of our fourth furnace, or in a pot¬ 
ters furnace- And if you intend only to melt me¬ 
tals and not falts, you need not burn the ctucibles 
if they be well, and exadtly made. 

Now this caution is to be obferved in melting by 
the help of crucibles not burnt, that you mult give 
fire above by little and little, for fear of breaking the 
crucibles feeling a fuddain heat- 

Now that they may be made equal in ftrength, 
weight, and thicknefs, you mult weigh one crucible 
rightly made by the help of the mould in one fcale, 
and a piece of the prepared earth, which is to be put 
into the other fcale, and if they be equal in weight, 
take out that piece, and put in another ; and this do 
fo often, till you be come to the number of the cru¬ 
cibles which you would have made: By this means 
they are made equal, and you need.not cut off any 
overplus of the earth when it is fitted to the mould, 
becaufe all are made equal, by reafon of the equal 
weight of the matter of each of them, and the work 
is fooner done then otherwife. 

This indeed is the belt way but tedious and labo¬ 
rious, wherefore confidering the matter a little more 
ferioufly, 1 found at laftthat the following way is far 
better than the former : whereby not only Itronger 
crucibles are made, but alfo more in one hour, then 
in that former common way in three or four. Where 
firft, the mould is made of latten (on which I advife 
you to apply the earth) dignified by the letter A. 
viz., that being the belt, which is made by the help 
of fulion- Then the counter-mould anfv'.ering this, 
dgnified by the letter B. yet fo that that do not en¬ 
ter too deep into this, not touching the bottom by 
the diftance at leaft of one fingers breadth ; but in 
greater crucibles a greater thicknefs of the bottom 
is required, as the pradife will teach thee. 

Let him therefore that is making crucibles apply 
the earth to the mould, as hath been above faid in 
the Firft manner, which being done, let him again 
take off the crucible that is formed or call, and fet 
it in the air to be dryed. Then having Firft made 
a fufficient number of crucibles, let him make the 
mould clean from the earth or fand, and annoynt it 
with greafe, or oyl Olive taken up with a fponge, 
as alfo the counter-mould, into which let him put 
the crucible being half made and dryed, and into 
this the mould, which he muft ftrike above twice 
or twice or thrice with a heavy wooden mallet, that 
the earth may be rightly, and exadtly applyed to 
the mould; which being done let him take ofFthe 
mould, and turn the counteVmould together with 
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the crucible, which let him knock a little againft the 
form (where the crucibles arc made) and let him 
take in his hand the crucible falling from thence ; 
which he muft afterwards dry and burn, as hath 
been above faid in the Firft manner. And by this 
way are made the belt, and the belt proportioned 
crucibles, Fixed and frnooth, not only for melting 
of metals, but alfo for minerals and falts; the like 
to which I never yctfaw, as being without all dan- 
•ger, n fo be rightly made of the belt earth- And 
that they maybe madeeqnnlin weight and ftrcnvtb, 
they muft be weighed as before hath been faid, And 
this labour is eaficand pleafant, when they are made 
with ones own hand, and that greater or lelfer at 
pleafurc. 

After the fame manner alfo arc made tells viz.. 
by the help of the like kind of moulds, which muft 
not be long but plain like fiiclls as appears by the 
annexed Figure, A. and B. Not only tefts but alfo 
tuples are made by the help of thefe moulds. [Ste 
f pf f h iVid fixt b Fig arcs. ] 

Now tefts are made more eafily this way then 
crucibles, becaufe the earth only is weighed, and 
bung handled with the hands is put into the coun¬ 
ter-mould, which then you muft with the upper- 
part piefs hard; that it may be made conformable 
to the mould, viz. plain, not long, that which may 
eafily therefore be made; and for this caufe thofe 
crucibles are eafily agam taken out, viz. if the 
mould be turned, or the counter-mould be a little 
knocked againft the fides of the form. And if the 
earth be beaten in too fait that it goes out at the fides, 
you muft cut it ofl with a knife, or elfe the cru¬ 
cible or tell is hardly taken out, flicking to 
the brims, which pradtife will teach thee. For all 
things cannot be fo accurately demonftrated bv a 
pen. 1 

And take this for a caution, that thou do not 
make thy tefts and crucibles of earth that is too 
fort, but of that which is half dry, otherwife they 
are hardly taken out of the moulds \ for that is 
more eafily and rightly applyed to the mould. And 
if thou proceed rightly according to the prefeript, 
fcarce one crucible of a hundred will be loft. 

This alfo is to be obferved, that the fuperfluous 
earth which is cut off muft not be mixed again with 
the mafs for crucibles, becaufe itisfpoyled with the 
rat, or oyl that is fmeared over the moulds, and 
therefore cannot be fo well mixed again, and being 
burnt cleaves, for which caufe bad crucibles are 
made- Wherefore it is to be kept apart for 
mending of furnaces that are fpoiled with an 
extraordinary heat of the Fire ; or for covers of 
crucibles that are to be made by the help of the 
hands only, or of moulds, which we cannot want, 
if we would work all things exadtly. 

Now for tyles, and other veflels that ferve for di- 
ffillation, and melting, they are made by the help of 
wooden moulds after this manner- Let the mould 
be made exactly like to the tyles, and other vef- 
fels, then cut off" leaves from the earth being ve¬ 
ry well prepared, vvith a copper wier upon two e- 
qual tables of wood, and then a piece of the earth is 
to be laid with a knife upon the mould, that it may 
there get fome hardnefs-, which afterward is to be 
taken away, dryed well, and burnt. And if anv 
thing further is to be done, viz. by cutting oC 
or adding, it muff: be done by earth half dryed, or 
a little hardened. For by this means any one may 
get for hrmfelf earthen vefiels that are necefiary, 
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without much colt or pains for certainty fake. For 
thofe that are fold, are negligently made, in which 
oftentimes in the drying, the cracks which are 
made, are filled up with fome earthen liniment, be= 
fore they are burnt, which therefore are not dura- 
in the lire, but are broken, and that oftentimes 
not without great lofs of the metal, which is again 
to be gathered out of the alhes by the help of a 
tedious walhing. It is better therefore to work 
thofe veffels with ones own hand for certainty fake. 
For not all and every crucible can alwaies and e- 
very where be made equal, and be of a like dura* 
blenefs in the Fire, though they are made moll 
diligently : and therefore a confideration being had 
of their goodnefs, they may be ufed for divers 
ufes , and the better may be ufed in the melting 
of the better metals- But let no man perfvvadc 
himfelf that all thefe can indifferently hold in the 
Fire, although they be the bell of all, how many 
foever you make •, for 1 never yet law any earth 
which could hold litharge in the Fire and fait of 
Tartar , becaufe the bell that ever I faw is riot 
free from penetration of them, which is the great; 
ell impediment of fome profitable operations, which 
therefore are omitted. 

And let this which hath been fpoken, fufiice 
concerning the making of crucibles: let every one 
therefore that hath a care of his bufinefs, ufe bet-, 
ter diligence for the time to come in the making 
crucibles for more certainty fake, and he will not 
repent of his labonr. Now how Tells and Cu- 
nlcsmay bee.xadtly applyed to the aforefaid Molds, 
is not my work at this time to fliew, becaufe ma-- 
ny years fince it hath been done by others ; espe¬ 
cially, by that moll ingenious Man, Lazarus Ercb^r, 
whofe Writings concerning the manner of making 
of Tells and Cuples I cannot mend, to which Au¬ 
thors 1 refer the Reader, where he fhall find fuf- 
ficient Inltru&ion and Information concerning this 
matter. But there are alfo other Tells, of which 
I fhall fay nothing in this place, but elfewhere hap¬ 
pily I may, by the help whereof, lead is bettered 
in tryal if it be fometimes melted again. 

Of the vitrification of Earthen Veffels belonging to the 
fir ft and ftco/id Furnace 

I N the defeft of glafs Inflruments belonging to 
our firft Furnace, you may make fuch as are 
very ufeful, of the bell Earth, which being well 
glazed, or double glazed , are fometimes better 
than old Glafs; efpecially, thofe that arc made 
of Earth that do not drink up the fpirit, fuch 
as is found almolt every where , which becomes 
flony being burnt : Now the Art of burning 
hath not hitherto been fo well known , of which 
fomething hath been faid already, where the Earth 
being burnt with a very llrong fire, is made fo 
compa-ft, as that it becomes hard and lolid as a Hone. 
The Potters Furnaces being too weak for this llrong 
burning, there is required a peculiar Furnace for 
this Work; in which , the Itrongelt fire for the 
burning of them may be made : But bccaulc no 
body thinks to build fuch an one, only for fome 
few Veffels not worth the fpending of colts and 
labours: there is yet another way of vitrifying of 
any fort of Earth (red Clay only excepted ) not 
to be flighted if well done; efpecially, it the mat¬ 
ter vitrifying when it is cold after the burning is 
ended, doth not cleave and chop, and it is not 
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hurt by corrofive fpirits as the glafs made of lead, 
retaining fpirits, as well fubtle as corrofive, as that 
white vitrification of the Italians and Hollanders ; 
you mull therefore in defedl of a fitting Furnace, 
wherein Veflels being burnt become Itony, make 
them of the belt Earth, and glaze them with the 
bell Glafs of Tin, but not of Lead ; and by how 
much the more the calx of Tiu goes into the vi¬ 
trifying mixture, fo much the better is'it made; 
for Tin being reduced into a calx with Lead, hath 
no more affinity with corrofive fpirts; wherefore 
it is more fit for vitrification. But he that will 
not be at fo much colls, let him vitrify with Ve¬ 
nice Glafs powdered, which vitrification alfo is not 
to be flighted, requiring a very great heat for the 
burning, and therefore flowing with great difficul¬ 
ty in thefe common Potters Furnaces; wherefore 
you mull mix fome Borax with the Glafs, that it 
may flow fo much the more eafily in the Potters 
Furnace-, elfe you mull pour upon the earthen Vef- 
fcls being burnt. Water mixt with Glafs, fo that it 
the Glafs may Hick to them every where exadly, 
which afterwards being well dryed, fhall be gathe¬ 
red together into one heap artificially, left they 
take’up too great a fpace, like earthen Dilhes 
that are to be burnt, and afterwards compafs them 
round about every where wich burnt Bricks, an 
hole being left open above for the calling in of coals, 
yet fo, that the Bricks be diftant from the Veflels 
the breadth of an hand , whereby the coals being 
call in above, may the more freely go round about 
down to the bottom-, which fpace being filled with 
dry coals, you mult put upon them other living 
coals, that the fire being kindled above, may by 
little and little burn downward and perform its 
work; which being fo done, the Veflels will be 
out of all danger, if fo be they are all well dryed. 

The fire being kindled and burning , you mull 
cover the hole with Hones, until the fire of its 
own accord be extinguilht; the coals being fpent and 
the velTels become cold. 

N. B. Now if there be a great heap of veflels, 
you mull firlt, the coals being burnt, add frelh 
coals once more; for elfe the veflels being placed 
in the middle, cannot be fufficiently burnt, nor the 
glafs fufficiently flow; wherefore caution is requi¬ 
red in the governing of the fire in this manner, 
where, if all things are rightly done, the veflels 
are better and more truly burnt and vitrifyed than 
in any common Potters Furnace whatfoever 5 yet 
with greater danger to the veflels than in a Pot¬ 
ters Furnace compafled about with walls. But let 
him that burns crucibles and other fmaller veflels, 
burn them in our melting or diltilling Furnace, be¬ 
ing covered wirh coals, giving Fire firft above, for 
fo I my felf was wont hitherto to burn all my 
crucibles, and burn and glaze all other diltilling 
veflels; and this in defeat of fitting Furnaces k 
the bell way of burning and vitrifying, where in 
three or four hours fpace, the veflels are exactly 
burnt and vitrifyed. Now the earth that is to be 
burnt quickly, mull be the bell, and durable in the 
Fire, for fear of breaking of fome of the veflels. 
Let him therefore in this cafe for fecurity fake, 
ufe our fourth Furnace, who hath built it with 
his chambers, in the firlt whercrcof he may burn 
and vitrify without any danger. But that forefaid 
way of burning and vitrifying, is not to be flighced ; 
wherefore I would have thee be admonifhed to be 
cautious in giviDg of Fire, that you give no more 
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or lefs than you fhould, left afterwards you im¬ 
pute the caufe of your errour committed, to me, 
whilft the vcflels are broke as if 1 had not wrote 
the Truth? but to thy felf that errcft, and muft 
for the future be more diligent, and cautious in 
this work. 

I know other vitrifications of divers colours hi¬ 
therto unknown, and indeed moft fecrct, not to be 
communicated to every one indifferently : but he 
that knows how to reduce metals into a true glafs, 
retaining the colour of its metal, is indeed the 
inventor of a very great fecret; to whom, if he 
confider the matter more profoundly, and cxcrcifc 
himfelf therein, a Gate is open, with the bicfiing 
of God, to a greater light. 

There are alfo other vitrifications, with which the 
earth being covered doth appear, as if it were ador¬ 
ned with Gems; but becaufe it is not our purpofe now 
to treat of fuch kinds, 1 fhall make an end of vi¬ 
trifications, one only excepted, which 1 fhall com¬ 
municate for the fake of the Sick, and Phylitians; 
and it is this : 

Make little earthen Cups very fmooth and white 
of the beft earth being burnt: then make the fol¬ 
lowing glafie to flow in a very ftrong crucible, 
in which dip one cup after another, being held 
with tongs, and firft made red hot in fome little 
Furnace, letting them lye covered therein for a 
while, that the earth may the better attract the 
glafs; which being done, let them be taken out, 
and be fet again into the forelaid collateral Fur¬ 
nace, where they were before made red hot, when 
one is taken out, dip another in the molten glafs 
in its place, which alfo is again to be fet as the 
firft into the aforefaid Furnace ; and this is to be 
reiterated fo often, until all the pots be covered 
over with glafs : all which being done, the Fur¬ 
nace is to be fhut clofe every where, that the wind 
enter not into it, and fo it is to be left until it 
become cold of it felf, and the glafs covering over 
the cups remain intire, which otherwife cannot be 
if the cups be fet in a cold place; now the glafs 
is made after this manner. 

Take of crude Antimony two parts, of pure 
Nitre one part; grind them well being mixt to¬ 
gether, kindle the mixture being put into a cru¬ 
cible with a red hot iron, and the Sulphur of An¬ 
timony will be burnt together with the Nitre, - a 
mafsofabrown colour being left behind, which you 
muft take out while it is hot with a fpatle that 
it may cool, which afterwards being melted in a- 
nother ftrong crucible for the fpace of half an 
hour, or an hour, makes that glafs with which the 
aforefaid cups with their covers are covered, over- 

Of the life of the aforefaid Cups. 

v 

r I 'Here is no one that can deny that Antimony 
is the moft excellent of all vomitives, where¬ 
fore , fo many and fo various preparations have 
been invented by Phyfitians for the taking away 
of the malignity thereof; whereof I have (hewed 
fome, together with the ufe thereof in the Firft 
and Second Part of this Book, where alwaies one 
is better than another; yet notwithftanding ’tis con- 
feft, that Antimony reduced into Glafs, is fuffici- 
ent to purge the Stomack-and Bowels from all cor¬ 
rupt Humors, and that without all danger, ( being 
rightly adminiftred ) as well by vomit as by ftoob 
by which means many grievous immineut Difeafes 


are not only prevented, but alfo prcfently are cured. 

But you infer, that this is yet a crude and im¬ 
perfect preparation, and therefore nor fo fafe- To 
which 1 anfwer, that Antimony that purgeth, necd-- 
eth no preparation, for if all the crudity thereof 
were wholly taken away by fixation , it would no 
more caufe vomiting or (tools; wherefore the a- 
forefaid glafs of Antimony is not to be feared, be, 
caufe it is not dangerous, but may fafely be given 
to Children that are one or two years old, but 
not in form of a powder, but in infufion or ex¬ 
traction of itschiefcft veitue made with honey, fu- 
gar and wir.c, fweet or fowrc- After which man¬ 
ner being given, it attrads from all the bowels all 
vitious humours, and evacuates them as well upward 
as downward, without danger; of which thing elfe- 
wherc more at large. Let him that ufeth the a- 
forefaid Cups, infufc one or two ounces of wine, 
and fet them a whole night in fome warm place, 
and the wine will attrad from the glafs fo much 
as doth luflicc it, which afterwards being drank in 
a morning, doth perform the fame as an infufion made 
with the powder of Stibium •, and this is a more de¬ 
licate way than the other, bccaufe a Cup is fent 
to the Patient that he may infufe in it the fpace 
of a night, two or three fpoonfuls of proper wine 
placeing it in fome waim place, which he may 
drink up blood warm in the morning, with a due 
ordering of himfelf afterwards: Which, in my 
judgment is a more delicate way, being made with 
ones one wine, and ones one hand, than that te¬ 
dious way of potions, both large, bitter, and nau- 
feous. And this Cup may oftentimes be ufed, and 
if at lengtii the wine fhould not attrad fufficient- 
ly, the Cup with the wine is to be fet in feethm" 
hot water for a little time, that the wine mbhc 
the better attrad, and work, when need Itiall requfre 
Now he that gives fuch kiad .of Cups to others’ 
muft: inftrud them concerning the ordering anr? 
adminiftring °f the cfne Cup i, flhcient 

for the Mafter of a Family, with his whole Fami- 
ly for all the daies of their life. It is not to be 
ufed by all, and every one, and in ail Difeafes in¬ 
differently, but only by thofe that are ftrong and 
young; and where the principal parts are not 
hurt. Cups may £lfo 'after another way be cove¬ 
red over with Glafs without Antimony, as follows- 

Sublime Anripigwemum in a Glafs or Earthen 
Gourd ; and take the gallant golden coloured Flow¬ 
ers thereof, which being after a peculiar manner 
melted, yield a. red and moft beautiful Glafs al- 
moft like an Oriental Ruby, which being broken * 
in pieces, may be ufed in ftead of an Ornament; 
but this is more foft, and brittle, than Glafs of 
Antimony. This Glafs, or thofe Flowers of Ak- 
npigmentitm, which are not yet reduced into Glafs, 
do notably glaze the aforefaid CupS with a red 
beautiful Colour. 

He therefore that will vitrify the aforefaid Cups, 
muft firlt heat them red hot in a Fire made with 
Coals; and being thus hot, dip them in the afore¬ 
faid melted Flowers , and being taken out thence, 
put them under an earthen, or iron red hot veifel, 
and there let them cool; which do perform the 
fame things as thofe which arc faid of the Antimo- 
nial Cups- 

Thefe Cups are not dangerous, as to be feared 
becaufe as Antimony is corroded by calcination’ 
fo Auripigme»tum is by fublimation: from which’ 
if all the malignity be taken away either by Fire’, 
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or by nitre, the vomitive vertue is taken away, as 
afterward fhall be demonftrated more at large in 
thefe five parts, when they (hall come forth again with 
enlargements, viz. what purging things are, and 
how they put forth their vertues, a confideration 
being had of their malignity. 

There arealfo other ways of vitrification, and in¬ 
deed very line, and moft dcfircable by all, if they 
fhould be communicated ; but becaufe it is not now 
my purpofc to treat here of mechanical things, but on¬ 
ly of fomc particular vitrifications of vcflels belong¬ 
ing to our furnaces, 1 am refolved to omit them at 
this time, and make an end of thefe things. 1 am 
refolved, God willing, to fet forth thefe parts more 
corrected, and in a larger manner, where many ex¬ 
cellent things now omitted for fomc rcafons, fhall 
be publifhed, and communicated. 

Wherefore 1 will now put an end to this fifth 
part, where although I might have added fomething 


that is fingular concerning artificial furnaces, yet be¬ 
caufe time will not now permit, it fhall be deferred 
to another time and place, where we fhall treat fur¬ 
ther of the examining, trying and reparation of me¬ 
tals: For the belt way of melting of metals in a 
greater quantity hath not yet been known: And 
although they that deal in minerals perfwade them- 
felves of the perfeftion of their art, yet 1 can de- 
monltrate an eafier, and more compendious way 
of melting of metals in a fhorter, time, in a greater 
quantity, and with lefs cofts and pains. Of which 
more at large elfc where, wherefore ("Courteous Reas 
der) be contented with thefe things, and if I fhall 
fee that thefe few things fhall be acceptable to thee, 
I will fometime hereafter for thy fake and to thy 
profit communicate wonderful fecrets which the world 
will not believe, and which hitherto are hid, either 
out of envy or ignorace. 


FINIS. 
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T Wo years fince I began to publifh my new 
invented furnaces where alfo there was 
mention made of fome fecrets, which 
though I thought never to divulge ; 
yet ncverthelefs I underwent many 
troubles for the communicating of them* Where* 
fore I befeech every body that they would no more 
create troubles to me or to themfelves by their peti¬ 
tions or writings, becaufe for certain caufes I fhall 
for the future communicate nothing but thofc things 
which follow. Exped therefore patiently the time 
of another Edition, when thefe five parts fhall come 
forth more corrected and enlarged, and many moft 
choice fecrets fhall be communicated, which were 
for certain caufes omitted in the firft Edition. 

1 fhall now God willing communicate thofc things 
which follow, yet upon this condition (becaufe ma¬ 
ny are fucli, that by means thereof thou maift with 
a good confcicnce, without hurt to thy neighbour, 
through Gods blefiing, get great riches) that thou 
be mindful of the poor, and a good fteward of rich* 
es got honeftly, and ufe them to the glory of God 
and the eternal falvation of thy foul. 

The preparation of corn, as of Barley, Wheat, 
Oates, err. of Apples, Pears, Cherries, Crc, where 
fermentation being made they do yield by way of 
diftillation a pure fpirit very like to the fpirit of 
wine without great cofts; of the remainders where¬ 


of if the matter were corn, may be made good beer, 
or vinegar ; but if the matter were any kinde of 
fruit, as apples, pears, a very good drink like to 
wine, fo that by this means thou maift find a double 
profit, by which thou maift not only have where¬ 
by to live honeftly, but alfo to lay up for thy 
heirs. 

An excellent and wholefome drink of fruit, and 
corn, that is durable and like to Spanilh, French, 
and Rhenilh wine. 

A diftillation of the Aqua vita, of certain vulgar 
things not coftly and like to the Aqua, vita of French 
and Rhenilh wine. 

A preparation of fugar like to the Weftern, and 
of tartar like to the natural Rhenifh, out of honey 
and not coftiy •, where one pound of fugar doth not 
exceed the price of eight or ten ftivers, and a pound 
of tartar, that doth not exceed the price of two 
ftivers. 

A peculiar purification of crude tartar without 
lofs, and a reduction of it into great cryftals noc 
coftly, foas the price of one pound doth not exceed 
fix ftivers. 

The taking away of the ingrateful taft and odour 
of honey fo as afterwards there may be made from 
thence a certain good Aqua vita retaining no more 
the fmcll and tafte of honey: alfo a very good 
Mead or Methegline like unto very good wine, with 
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which the fame things may be done as with the belt 
wine. 

A preparation of Mead out of raifins, great and 
fmall, very like in all things to Spanilh wine; out 
of which alfo is made a very good vinegar without 
great colts. 

A preparation of wine and good vinegar of wild 
grapes. 

Durable and wholefome drinks of goofeberries, 
barberries, mulberries, ftrawberries, and the like. 

The mending of troubled acid multy wines, &c. 

The preparation of a very good vinegar out of 
certain vegetables which are to be found every where, 
which may be compared to that which comes out 
of France, and in a great abundance, whereof two 
rundletsof nine Gallons do not exceed the price of 
one Royal. f A Royal or Imperial is 4 s - 6^-3 

The promoting of the ripening of wines of the 
cold countries of Europe fa very few that are very 
cold being exempted) that they may yield very good 
fvveet and durable wines, whereas otherwife they 
could come to no maturity, being very like to thofe 
which hotter countries yield. 

A certain fecret way of carrying wines from 
mountainous places, where carts, fhips, and other 
commodities are wanting, where the carrying of 
ten pipes, doth not exceed the price of one pipeo- 
thervvife carryed, fo that by this means, outlandifh 
wines may be brought to any place with great profit. 

A very good and eafic preparation of verdegreafe 
out of copper, whereof one pound doth not exceed 
the price of fix Rivers- 

A new and compendious diftillation of vinegar, 
of which a rundlet of eighteen gallons doth not ex¬ 
ceed the price of half a ryal, with which many things 
may be done, efpecially the cryftallizing of verde¬ 
greafe, of which one pound prepared after this man¬ 
ner, doth not alfo exceed the price of half 2 Royal- 

A compendious and very eafie way of diflilling 
a very ftrong fpiritof urin, and that without any 
colt and pains, fo that twenty or thirty pints Ihall 
not exceed the price of one royal, being very excel¬ 
lent in medicine, Alchimy and Mechanique affairs, 
by the help whereof a molt beautiful blew vitriol 
may be made out of copper, being very profitable 
in Alchimy and medicine, making filver fo fufible, 
that by the help thereof, glafs vefiels, as bafons, 
difhes, and candlefticks, &c. may be fo guilded as 
to be taken for filver. 

A way of diflilling the fpirit of fait in a great 
quantity , and that with fmall cofts, fo that one 
pound thereof will fcarce exceed the price of fix 
Rivers being very excellent in Alchymy, Medicine, 
and other Arts; efpecially for the doing of thefe 
following things, viz., the feparation of gold from 
filver without hurt to the Cups or other things, 
alfo the folution and feparation of gold mixt with 
copper and filver by the force of precipitation, 
where the Mcr.ftrmm that is preferved, may again 
be ufed for the fame ufes, which feparation is the 
eafieR of all other humid reparations, whereby 
gold is reduced to the higheR degree. 

The feparation of volatile fparkling gold out of 
fand, ere. very profitable, without which other- 
wife it could never be feparated, neither by the 
help of Walhing, nor by Mercury, nor by the force 
of Melting- 

An artificial fecret, and hitherto unheard of, try¬ 
ing ofRubborn Metals, finding out their Contents, 
which otherwife could not be found out : for 
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oftentimes there are found golden mines, which 
are Rubborn, in which nothing is found out by 
the common way, and therefore'they are left un¬ 
laboured in, and fometimes elfewhere, where there 
are not found Mines of Metals, there are found 
other things, as white and red talc , time yield 
nothing, being tryed the common way , or very 
little, all whicli yet abound with gold and filver, 
which may be feparated this way. 

A new, and unheard of compendious way of 
melting Mines in great plenty, where, in the fpnee 
of one day , by the heat of a certain feparating 
Furnace, more may be melted than by the common 
way in the fpace of eight daies, 'where not onely 
coRs are faved, but alio is hope of greater gain- 

Another way for the better proving of things 
melted, and a new way of feparating filver from 
lead. 

A very fpeedy way of melting Minerals, where¬ 
by they are melted in great plenty, by the help 
of Pit-coals in defeat of other coals. 

The fixation of Minerals, Sulphureous, Arfenical, 
Antimonial-, and others that are volatile, which 
cannot be retained and melted by the force of 
fire, by the help of a certain peculiar furnace with 
a grate, fo that afterwards they may by infufion 
yield gold and filver. 

The getting of gold and filver, that lparkles, and 
is rarified, out of land, pure clay. Hints, Crc, by the 
help of melting. 

The feparation of gold lying hid in bafer minerals 
and metals moft profitable, whichcannot be done the 
common way. 

A very quick Artificial and eafie feparation of 
melted gold and filver by the help of fuiion, fothat 
in the fpace of one day, by the help of one furnace, 
fome hundreds of Marks may be feparated with far 
lefs cofts and labour, than by the common way by 
cement and Aqua fortis. 

The reduftion of elaborated-gold, of chains and 
other ornaments unto the higheft degree •, alfo the 
feparation of gold from guilded filver, by the help of 
fuiion, by which means a hundred marks are 
more eafily feparated than twenty of the common 
way. 

A certain way whereby more filver is feparated 
from lead then by the Copper. 

A feparation of good gold from any old iron, 
which although it be not a labour of great gain, yet 
it is fufficient for thofe who are contented with a few 
things- 

A feparation of gold and filver, from tin or cop¬ 
per, according to more or lefs. The maturation of 
mines, fo that they may afterwards be able to yield 
more gold and filver, then by the commou way, alfo 
the feparation of gold and filver out of Antimony, 
Arfenick, and Auripigmentum. 

The feparation of the external fulphur of V°nus y 
that the Son Cupid may be born. 

The feparation of filver from the cuples, into 
which it enters in the tryal without melting or any 
other labour or coft. 

The preparation of divers earthen things to be 
done in any part of the world, like to the Porcel- 
lan, that hold fire and retain fpirits- 

A certain Allomc exalting and fixing any colour, 
efpecially requifit for fcarlet and other pretious co¬ 
lours, with a certain perpetual cauldron, that doth 
not alter colours, and is not coftly. 

A making of colours for painters, as of purple 
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gum, ultra-marine, not coftly, and efpecially of 
that rich white, never before feen, like to Pearl 
and Margarites; alfo a peculiar colouring of gold 
and filver. 

To conclude, I refer the Reader unto the Re- 
fidue of my Books > that Treat of thofe Secrets 


Part I. 

more plainly; which I am refolved Ihortly to put 
forth. 

Thofe Secrets are all openly taught in the following 
Treat tfes, as in the Explication of Miraculum Mundt, 
Apology againfi Earner , Profperity of Germany , &c. 


Fitiis. 
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Cincture of <§ol&> 

Or the True 


AURUM POTABILE: 


What it is, and how it differ* from the falfe and fopbifticated Aurum Totabile : 

be Spagirically prepared; And how to be ufed in JMedicine. 


How ittis 


Of Aurum Totabile. 


T Here is no man that can deny, that the 
true and ancient Philofophers did ftudy 
long life, and the confervation of their 
health. Whence it came to pafs that 
they did diligently feek out the fubjett 
of preferving health, and prolonging life: where¬ 
fore by the help of fire they did prattife the repara¬ 
tions, and proofs of all vegetables, animals, and mi¬ 
nerals, Peeking out their powers and vertues: Who 
found out the grcatelb harmony of all things as well 
in the heavens, as on earth, betwixt the Sun, Gold, 
Man and wine. For it cannot be denyed, that the 
life of all things proceeds from the heat of the Sun \ 
wherefore they fought to unite gold the terreftrial 
fun or body fixed and perfedt, caufed by the 
rays of the fun, with man by the help of fpirit of 
wine. 

But haply there'will be fome, whom this my nar¬ 
ration may offend denying that gold isthcSonof the 
fun, or a metallick body fixed and perfedt, proceed¬ 
ing from the rayes of the fun; asking how the fola* 


ry immaterial rayes can be made material and corpo¬ 
real ? But they are very ignorant of the generation 
of metals, and minerals. And although I am not 
now refolved to write of the generation, and origi¬ 
nal of metals, yet endeavouring to demonftrate that 
that there is a vivifying power of the fun to be found 
in gold (deftroyed and volatilized) and to be prepa¬ 
red into a moll wholefome medicine for man, I will 
not omit for the fake of the ignorant and incredu¬ 
lous, to demonftrate the truth by one or two exam¬ 
ples, which although I could demonftrate by moft 
certain and firm reafons, yet for brevities fake I am 
now refolved to omit them, recommending to the 
fearcher of the Nature, and propriety of metals, 
my treatife De Generation Metallorum , which with¬ 
out doubt will take away all fcruple from him ; ob-- 
jetting only againft him that opppofeth the truth, 
two queftions and reafons which are to be confu¬ 
ted : and the firft is, whence comes that increafe of 
both the quantity and quality of any vifeous, mi¬ 
neral liquor, that hath been expofed long to the 
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Sun in an open glafs veil'd ? Whether from the 
Sun, or elfewhere.? But thou faycft, that that en- 
creafe comes from the air, the vehicle of all things- 
1 anfwer, if from the air, whether was not that air 
impregnated by the Sun ? and whether there be an^ 
thing in the air, which it received not from the 
ftars ? But place this liquor in a cold Cellar, in a 
moift air, and thou (halt by experience know that 
no weight is added thereto, even as in the Sun, or 
fin his (lead) fire : that Liquor will draw fome 
phlegmatick moillure which will be eafily fepara- 
ted by heat, the weight of the former liquor be¬ 
ing left. This may be (hewed by this Example : 
dilfolve fome fulphurous metal, as Iron, Copper, or 
Zinck, with any acid fpirit, and at length take 
away the fpirit, make the remainder red hot ; 
yet not too much, but as much as fufficeth to take 
away the fpirits, which afterward (its weight being 
obferved) put in a crucible on the fire,' but take 
heed left the metal run over, but at length let it 
darkly glow with the crucible, for the fpacc of 
three or four weeks, which done, take it away a- 
gain, and weigh again the metal, and thou (halt 
find the evident cncrcafe of the metal, which thou 
fhait perceive more evidently by this way, as fol¬ 
lows : Put copper, or fome fulphurous metal, with 
i6or 18 parts of lend in a well-burnt cupel:, made 
of the aflies of wood or bones, in a tryed furnace, 
(the weight of the cupel, copper,and lead firft ex- 
aftly obferved ) and caufc the copper to evaporate 
by fire with the lead, which done, take the cupel 
when it lhall be cold, and again weigh it, and thou 
(halt find it far more weighty, fo that its weight 
(though much of'the lead goes into air in the cm 
pcllating) not only exceeds its former weight, but 
alfo of the copper and lead by the faid cupellati- 
on-, therefore it is juftly demanded whence this En- 
creafe proceeds, whether the heat of the fire was 
not coagulated into a metallick body by means of 
that melted metal ? Therefore it is probable, that 
if you knew the metallick matrixes in the furface 
of the earth, in which the beams of the Sun and heat 
of fire being received, may be coagulated, metals 
may as well be generated in them, as in the bowels 
• of the earth. 

But thou replieft it is probable the heat of vul¬ 
gar fire to have fomething metallick in it > which 
comes by attraction of the melted metal in the Cu¬ 
pel, but not in the Sun beams. 

He that will thus try the truth, let him put a 
cupel very well burnt in the beams of the Sun, to¬ 
gether with copper and lead, to which let him 
apply a hollow Looking-glafs, fo that it may be 
operated upon by the Sun-beams gathered into a 
center, and may thence be made hot : But thou 
muft continually hold the Looking-glafs in thy hand, 
that thou mailt turn or direct it to the Sun , ac¬ 
cording to the courfe thereof, left the cupel wax 
cold, the beams of the Sun being turned away, 
but if it be rightly obferved, the work (hall be 
done no lefs than in a furnace of fire with glowing 
heat. 

You muft have a Looking-glafs at leaft in diame¬ 
ter two feet, nor muft it be too deep ^ but be in 
depth the 18 or 2o part of the globe, that fo it may 
the further call the beams: it muft be very arti¬ 
ficially fmoothed, that it may more exactly gaither 
the beams to the center. Now the preparation of 
thefe burning-glades is' not of this place, but in the 
fourth part of our Furnaces, where we have taught 
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not only how they arc to be made of metals, bu: 
alfo of glafs, and how polifht and nfecl- . 

This demonftration , which might be othenvife 
omitted , is therefore fet down, that it may be 
known how Gold proceeds from the Sun , and is 
fecretly endued with its proper ftrcngth and pro¬ 
prieties, by Chymiftry, reducible into that which 
it was before its coagulation, namely, into a heats 
ing and living fpirit, communicating its ftrcngth 
and faculties to man’s body. Therefore the An¬ 
cients ufed great diligence in the reduction of gold, 
in which nothing is found more excellent than the 
pureft and fined: fpirit of wine made by diftillati- 
on,, and they did not ufe commou gold melted out 
of ftoncs, or wa(ht out of {and, but purged by be¬ 
nefit of fire, and Philofophically quickened and un-^ 
locked, not by help of corrofivc fpirits, the ufual 
way of vulgar Chymifts, but by fome water which 
Nature freely gives without help, of violent 
diftillation ; by which they manifeft. that which is 
hid in gold, and they have hid .what is manifeft, 
and therefore they have made it fit. for the repa¬ 
ration of its tinCture from a grofs and black fuper: 
fiuous body. For they knew that the compart bo¬ 
dy of gold hath no affinity with the vital Spirits, 
therefore they have cliofen only the fined: part of 
gold to their Elixir, viz.. Its tindure, which they 
have radically joyned with the fpirit of Wine, arid 
being joyned, have made them fpiritual or volatile, 
fo that neither can be feparated from each other 
in the fire, and being in the fire, are fublimed,or 
fixed by a longer digeftion, and coagulated into a 
fixe (tone,, which they count for the greateft trea- 
fure in this World. Therefore the ancient Philo- 
fophers affirming, that there is not a better medi¬ 
cine under the Sun than.it, which is madefromthe 
Philofophical union of wine and gold, both by an 
infeparable recoagulation and fixation ; nor with¬ 
out gold can fpirit of wine, nor this without it 
be made a medicine, becaufe gold without fpirit 
of wine cannot be made volatile, nor this be coa¬ 
gulated and fixt without it- We therefore, their 
pofterity juftly, follow the opinions of the mod: fa¬ 
mous men, not for their authorities fake, but- for 
ocular demonftratioig which is the trued: tryal. 

Therefore the knowledge of the preparation of 
this medicine being bellowed on me-from the high- 
eft, I have intended , bccaufe a man is not born 
for himfelf, briefly to deliver its preparation and 
ufe : but I will not caft pearls before fwine -, but 
l’le only (hew the way. to the ftudious fearcbersof 
the work of God and Nature, who doubtlcfs will 
underftand my writing, but not the ignorant and 
unskilful •, let therefore the brevity of the prepara¬ 
tion offend no man, becaufe I mean not to profti- 
tute this Art ( divinely obtained, not with idlenefs, 
but with much watching, labours and pains) nor 
give to the unworthy a bit before chawed , but 
only to communicate it to the pious, who dial] fee 
with open eyes, that the thing is fo. 1 defire there¬ 
fore, the fimplicity of my (tile may offend no man, 
being not adorned with rhetorical figures, after the 
wonted manner, for truth wants not many and ele¬ 
gant words, being contented with fimplicity .and 
brevity, with which it is eafier and better demon- 
ftrated, than with thofe intricate and fophiftick 
difeourfes. 

IV of living gold one part, and three parts of 
quick Mercury, not of the vulgar, but the Philo¬ 
fophical every where to be found without charte; 
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and labour, (thou maift alto add living filver of 
equal weight with the gold, and indeed better than 
only gold, for the greater variety of colours pro¬ 
ceeding from the mixture of male and female: 
but one perfwaded that a better Tindure proceeds 
from gold alone may mix gold only, not fo, one 
skilful of metals, who knoweth the power of the 
cordial union of gold and filver, diflolved in one 
and the fame Mtnftnmm ) put them mixt in a Phi* 
lofophical veffcl to difl'olve, and in the fpace ofonc 
quarter of an hour, thofe mixt metals will be ra¬ 
dically diflolved by the Mercury, and will give a 
purple colour ; after encreafe the fire by degrees, 
and it will be changed into a very fine green, to 
which taken out, pour the water of dew to dit- 
fbive> which may be done in half an hour, hl- 
tre the folution, and abftrad the water through a 
clafs alembeck in B. which pour out again afrelh, 
and abftrad, which do three times, in the mean 
time that greenefs will be turned into a black co¬ 
lour, like Ink, ftinking like a carcafs, and therefore 
odious: and it behoves fometimes to take away 
the water reaffufed and digefted, and that blacknefs 
and ftink will depart 'in the fpaee of forty hours, 
and will produce a pure milky whitenefs, which ap¬ 
pearing , take away all the moifture till it be dry, 
which will be a white mafs, and in few hours of a 
pkafant colour, divers colours firft appearing, it is 
turned into a fine greenefs better than the former 
to which you muft affufe the fpint of wine well 
redified to the depth of two or three fingers, and 
that green gold diflolved will draw that fpint of 
wineffor tlfe great amity, like a dry fpangedraw- 
ing waters, and will communicate to it a qumteflence 
as red as blood, by which means the greenefs is 
deprived of its quickening tindure, the fuperfluous 

alhv body being left- . . . 

You muft decant and filtrate the tinged fpmt, 
and in a B. by a glafs alembeck, abftrad it from 
the red tindure,attrading the fiery eflence of the fpi- 
rit of wine, fo that they may be very dofe and 
infeparably conjoyncd, from which an unfavoury 
water only diftils, the vertue of the fpint of wine 
being left with the tindure of gold like a red fic- 
rv fait fufile and volatile •, of which grain i. can 
tinge % i. bf fpirit of wine , or any other liquor, 
with a bloodied colour, for it is foluble in any 
moifture •, and therefore may be kept m a liquid 
form for the Panacea of moft defperate Difeafes. 
Now I will communicate the proprieties of the true 
tindure, by which true potable gold is known. 
This tindure next the ftone is the bell of all me¬ 
dicines, between which and that, there is but this 
difference, the foul of gold is volatile, nor hath en¬ 
trance into impeded metals, and therefore cannot 
tranfmute into pure fine gold, which vertue is at¬ 
tributed to the Philofophers ftone. The foul of 
gold, though it be the belt part, yet it is not fixt 
in fire, but volatile ; but the Philofopher’s Stone is 
fixt in fire, and remains, by reafon of a longer di- 
eeftiom But whether that foul or volatile tindure 
and red Lyon may be fixt by help of fire, and 
turned into the Univcrfal medicine, and. tinging 
ftone, that I know not, becaufc hitherto 1 have 
not tryed, c >c. therefore he may who extrads the 
foul of gold, make further tryal, whether he can 
find any thing better. For this Work treateth of 
nothing but the belt medicine of gold > but other 
things 1 know not. 


Therefore the deceit of the Diftillers of Wine^ 

and other vegetable waters, felling potable gold, is 
not unknown, being not afhamed to fell any water 
coloured yellow or red to the ignorant for a. great 
price. And the errour of others diffolving the 
body of gold in Atjua Regia, or fpirit of falt^ 
which again they abftrad to a dry remainder , co 
which for extradion they affufe the fpirit of wine: 
Which is not an extradion , but fome particular 
folution of gold, made by help of the corrofive 
fpirits left in the gold, tinging the fpirit of wine 
with a yellow colour, which fo coloured, they call 
their potable gold; which aotwithftanding is redu¬ 
ced into gold, the fpirit of wine being abftraded, 
which can do no more than any other Calx of gold, 
which the Arcbeus cannot digeft, but feparates, be¬ 
ing indigefted, with the Excrements. And alfo it 
is the errour of others, ignorantly deceiving them- 
felvcs and others, extrading the Calx of gold with 
peculiar mnftrwms and fpirits, knowing not that 
the ?nenftruum affufed to gold to be red of it felf 
by a long digeftion, which decanted, they admini- 
fter inftead of potable gold , who if they weighed 
the remaining Calx, would by experience fee that 
nothing departed from the gold ; which you may 
try by the fetting the fpirit or menjirnum in a 
remifs heat, or longer in cold, which of it felf doth 
wax red, as if it had been affufed to the Calx of 
Sol. But the caufe of this rednefs is (unknown 
to them) nothing but a certain nitrous fait and 
volatile, as of Antimony, Urine, Tartar , Harts¬ 
horn, Hair, &c. exalting the colour of any Sul¬ 
phur. 

Wherefore it neceffarily follows, if Artifis min¬ 
gle with the fpirit of wine in which is a fulphur, 
fuch exalting falts, that it will thence be exalted 
in colour, and wax red ; which alfo happens to 
them, who ufe to extrad a tindure with diftilled 
Oyls, having a volatile fait, as are oyl of Lemmons, 
Cloves, Soot, & c - 

For fuch-like tindure or potable gold is ineffica: 
cious, as experience witnefleth. But I would not 
fay there is no other tindure to be prepared out 
of gold, befide this tindure : for being diffolved 
in lweet menfimums, that it cannot be feparated by 
precipitation, it can do wonderful things in many 
grievous Difeafes; but alwaies the living metal is 
to be chofen inftead of the dead. 

But true potable gold is not fo only in name and 
ihew (as are divers waters tinged with a yellow or 
red colour) but alfo endued with golden faculties 
and vertues, fo that it may adnally appear to be 
made of gold, but irreducible by Fire into Gold, 
fpiritual and penetrative, ftrengthnifig the vital fpi¬ 
rits, that they may overcome their enemies. But 
it muft alfo be endued with this Vertue, that it 
may change impeded metals, chiefly Mercury,Lead, 
and filver into pure gold ; not truly like a fixt 
tindure, tinging with profit the bafer metals in flux 9 
but only perfeding particularly in a moift way by di- 
geftion, where fome part of the metal alone is tur¬ 
ned into better. For this tindure of fait or gold 
is very volatile, fo that it cannot refift the fire; 
but with a gentle heat it melteth like wax, and is 
fublimed like red fait, foluble in fpirit of Wine, 
that it may be fit for Phyfical ufes. 

Alfo true potable gold being tafted, is neither 
corrofive,nor aftringent like other folutions of gold : 
neither doth it pollute the hands, the nails and hair 
with a black or yellow colour, but rather makes 
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them more fine ; neither doth it infeft copper, 
tin, lead, with ruft or a black colour, but rather 
makes them more clear', neither is it a body of 
gold reducible by extraction, nor into white gold, 
which may recover its former colour by Antimony, 
and Aqua Regia, but it is like an alhy earth, and 
fublimable in a gentle heat like Arfenick, not endu¬ 
ring the tryal of the cuple, which vertues if it have, 
it may be called the true TinCture of Gold : but .if 
not, not fo, but rather a fophifticated potable gold, 
<- not to be rnedled withal. 

Of the medicinal nfe of this golden Medicine. 

W E have before demonftrated the fun to be 
the original of gold, or endued with the in¬ 
credible vertues of the terreftrial fun. For the 
ftrength and vertues of all vegetables, animals and 
minerals lie hid in it ; which cannot be manifefted 
but by a Philofopher, and that by feparation, to 
wit, of the intrinfical and pure parts , from the 
impure. 

This fpcech will happily feem to thee incredible,or 
not very likely to fay that gold is reducible into a 
fpiritual efience, agreeable to humane nature, en¬ 
dued with the ftrength of all animals, vegetables 
and minerals. Surely thou Ihalt hardly perfwade 
him whom Vdean hath not made a Philofopher to 
believe it. But who will trouble himfelf fo much 
as with fure reafons to decide all Controverfies, 
which if poifible, yet for many reafons is here 
omitted ; but for fureties fake I will fend back the 
Reader to the fecond part of our Furnaces, where 
he fhall find how out of Antimony and Sulphur, by 
a good Chymift, with the help of fire, may be drawn 
not only the force and faculty of divers vegetables, 
but alfo their natural odour - 7 which yet did not 
appear in them before they were radically diflol- 
ved, which if it may be done by any imperfect and 
fetid mineral, why not alfo by a perfedt and ma¬ 
ture mineral ? 

If we were good naturalifts, and very diligent 
Chymifts, then we need not to fill Elaboratories 
with fo many pots and boxes, nor fpend fo much 
coll in fetching in fo many forreign medicinal fpe- 
cies, becaufe without queltion the ftrength and pro¬ 
perties of all vegetables, animals, and minerals, by 
an eafier way may be found in fome few fubjetts. 
And as the true tinfture of Sol well fixed, is endued 
with all the vertues of all vegetables, animals and 
minerals ; fo alfo defervedly is aferibed to it the 
force of curing all difeafes j but with a difference. 
For there are divers kinds of the Gout in hands 
and feet, as alfo of the Stone and Lcprofie ; which 
fometimes are inveterate and uncurable Difeafes, 
fometimes new and curable. Who therefore, not 
mad, would promife to cure all and every difeafe 
indifferently, by any certain medicine ? Certainly 
no man,although he had the very ftone of the Philofo- 
phers. 

For oft-times the Stone of the Bladder is expel¬ 
led or cut out, molt hard and infoluble by Aqua¬ 
fortis , which not any medicine not corrofive could 
diflolve; which ftrength, although they aferibe to 
their medicine, yet they cannot perform it. Pro- 
mifes therefore do not fuffice, which none can per¬ 
form : for Promifes become Debts, which is obferved 
by few ; wherefore by the haters of the Art the 
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truth fuffers, and the hope of good fuccefs of Chv- 
mical medicines dycth. Jt is befi therefore to per¬ 
form more, (ban promif , and the work (hail prnife- 
the workman. How can a Medicine penetrate to 
the extream parrs of the body ; to wit, the hands 
and feet, and diffiolve the coagulated matter wax¬ 
ing hard, which out of the Body no corrolivc Me¬ 
dicine can diflolve ? It is fufficient if a medicine 
finding a vifeous tartareous and fait matter, not yet 
coagulated, do diffolvc and expel it. The like is 
to be underftood of the ftone in the reins and 
bladder- In this manner I will aferibe the curing 
of the Gout in the hands and feet, the ftone in the 
kidneys and bladder, to my tindlurc of S-l, a$ - vc |j 
in old as young; but fo that, if need be, fpccifical 
Catharticks may be adminiltrcd, and cxtrinfecally 
Bathes for promoting the cure, whereby Mature 
may the fooncr do its office. Blit above ail things, 
we muff: not flight Divine Providence: For oft- 
times God fmites us with a Difeafe incurable by 
Art, unlcfs Divine wrath be firft appeafed by Ijttry- 
ble Repentance, which is the beft medicine of all. As 
alfo the cure of all Difeafes coming of. ‘the cor-, 
ruption of the Blood, as thy Lcprofie, .tfie French 
Difeafe, and other impurities •, which .arc taken 
away by this tinfture , if withal Catharticks and 
Diaphoreticks are adminiftred , cleanfing and re¬ 
newing the blood above all other medicines. Thi? 
Tincture alfo takes away all the obftruftionsofthe 
Liver, Spleen, Kidneys, and other parts, becaufe it 
warms, attenuates, incides, and evacuates theorigi- 
nal of divers Difeafes. It alfo cures all violent 
and acute difeafes, as the Epilcpfie, Plague, Fea- 
vers, &c. 

It provoketh the Menftrues of old and young,’ 
chiefly, if alfo extrinfically it be rightly admini¬ 
ftred : which way many are well cured, who other- 
wife are like to perifli miferably; it warms and 
cleanfeth the Matrix above all other Medicines, and 
fenders it fit to perform its office: It preferves it 
alfo from all accidents of Sterility , and other very- 
grievous Difeafes, cauffng death. It expels the. wa¬ 
ter of the Dropfie by urine, it rarifieth and dryeth 
up the fuperfluous moiftures of the internal and ex- 
terfial parts, like the Sun drying and con fuming 
waters,by which means the body recovers its priftine 
fanity : of other difeafes to write in particular 
there is no need, becaufe in all and every one, 
without difference, it may be ufed as a general 
Medicine, in old as well as young. This medicine: 
doth not only reftore, but alfo conferve health till 
the predeftinated time. 

The Dofe is from three grains or drops to twelve 
or more, but to Children i, 2, or }• with its approi 
priated vehicle, or in wine or beer to be admini¬ 
ftred daily, which Dofe may be taken oftener in a 
day, refpedtbeing had to the lick party- 

And fo I make an end , hoping to have pleaftd 
my Neighbour: for without doubt, who ufeth this 
golden Medicine well, (hall do well, chiefly lifting 
up his heart (acknowledging his fins) to God the 
Giver and Creator of all good, in filial humility, 
imploringhis help andbleffing;whichthc omnipotent 
God and merciful Father, that he would beftow oh 
us his temporal bleffing in this life with found 
health, and hereafter life eternal, of His free grace. 
Let Hi pray , Amen . 

■ i s. 
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MINERAL WORK: 


THE FIRST PART. 


Wherein is Taught the Separation of 

G O L 

Out of Flints, Sand, Clay, and other Fofliles by the Spirit of Sale, which otherwife 
cannot be purged. Alfo a (panacea or Univerfal Ancimonial Medicine, and the 
life thereof. Invented and publiflied in favour of the Studious in the 

CHEMICAL APJ. 

By gjofjn Glauber* 



A Preface to 

T Here will be fome without doubts becaufe the 
Edition of other Pieces ( of which I made 
mention in fome former Trattates a few 
years patt j hath been hitherto by reafon 
of diverfe journeys, and other 'various im¬ 
pediments, neo letted, who will thinly (having no know¬ 
ledge of me ) that I am unable to perform my promi/e ; 
and there are others, who Rowing my Condition , and 
the Contumelies of my Enemies, will fear that 1 being 
diverted from my purpofe by thefe Reproaches, will make 
void my fccret promifcs m But 1 have refolvedto ft and 
to my promife, that thefe men may fee that / am nei¬ 
ther moved nor altered with the 1 aunts of the Envious ; 
but that they may be convinced by real demonstration of 
ply fccrets * fome of which, 1 fall now for the publicly 
pood endeavour to communicate . And although the in¬ 
gratitude of the World be caufe,enough for my filence, 
yet the npnghtnefs of my Heart would not permit' ?ne to 
conceal thojf things , notwithstanding the malevolent and 
ungrateful . Be fide alfo the following Reafon moved me, 
becaufe there are fome ambitious men, who faljly boaft of 
the kjtowledge of diverfe of my fecrets • wherefore, fome 
have been moved to thinks that mine are not my own, 
but the Works and'Writings of others; by which means 
1 have been deprived of my diie Praife,being attributed to 
another. And . this / have often found, that one or other 
having by entreaties obtained a fccret from me, have 
afterward through Ojlentaiion afcribed it to themfelves „ 
There are others, alfo who fear not to reproach me, and 
my Writings, as though they were trifles, not attaining 
their dcfired end,who( rather than I who have written plain 
enough ) are themfelves to be blamed, for being ignorant 
how to work. Such and other things might deter me, but 
I would not omit the publijhing of theje Writings for thofe 
mens fake who are pious and hone ft. Wherefore I open * 
ly affirm, that thefe things pub lifted by me are not on - 


the Reader. 

ly no trifles, but meft true, and alfo my own, and not tbg 
Invent ion of another . And 1 call him a Iyer, who Jhall 
boaft himjelf the Author without any of my help, But 
of thefe enough ! yet 1 would have the Reader tyow, that 
for the meanefs of the ftile, I am not like many Wri¬ 
ters, who more look^aftcr the flourijh of words than the 
thing it felf; I rather feck that my Neighbour may pro¬ 
fit by me. Wherefore, for his better under ft an ding, I had 
rather beprolixe in words,tedious to delicate ears,than write 
inobfeure brevity adorned with Rhetorical figures. For 1 
know that the ftndious in the Art doaffett a prolixe,plain, 
and diftintt information or inftruttion, rather than a Ci¬ 
ceronian or obfeure- And now, in the Name of God, I 
will begin my Wcrk^which is moft profitable to all , and 
will faithfully communicate and publijh the fame in that 
manner as it was written by mein my travel, und.r the 
title of The Mineral Work, divided into three parts . 
In the firft of which jhall be taught how cut of fund and 
golden flints, corporeal gold may be drawn ly the help 
of Spirit of Salt, Which fccret, although it ?nay feem 
/mail, yet it is that whereby ( a knowledge of the true 
Slones and true fiand being obtained ) life may be fit - 
ftained, and alfo the cost Uid cut may be recompenfed, 
as jhall be proved in the following parts . 

In the fecond part ftallbe treated of the original and 
generation of metals, and alfo cf the deftruttion of Aline- 
rals and Metals . 

In the third part Jhall be demonftrated the pnffibiti - 
ty of metallicol tranfmutation by Nature and Art, and 
that with divers reafons : which demonftration is net 
(itnlefs I am deceived) performed yet by any, Icing the 
foundation of all metaltick,[ Philofophy, and t>:e Golden 
Crown of all my Writings, Which God grant I may 
perfett,- to the glory of his Divine Name, and the good 
of my Neighbour , Amen. 
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Mineral Work. 


A tnojl profitable procefs of the feparation of Gold out of Flints, Sand , Clay , red and black Talk y 
and other Fojfiles , containing very fubtle Gold, thin and Jpongeous , which otherwife cannot be fepa- 
rated , either for its fcarcity , or the cbfliuacy of the Mineral , by reafon of the great Cojl to be 
hejlorved; viz. very eafily with the fpirit of Salt. 


K Novv firft, (good Reader ) that not all 
Sand, Clay, nor all Flints, and other 
Foflilesdo contain Gold, but only fome, 
without the knowledge of which, this 
fecret availeth nothing. And bccaufe 
the knowledge of thefe are very necelfary for the 
Artiflr, I will fhew how they are to be proved, whe¬ 
ther they contain Gold or not» that he labour not 
in vain, but that it may prove to his commodity or 
profit. 

The madr.efs of Men, fearching after uncertain 
things is wonderful, but negleCting certain, although 
expofed to every ones view, for many feeking the 
perfection of Metals to gain Riches, are bufied about 
an uncertain thing, becaufe of a thoufand fcarce one 
obtaines his end : altho’ they may be perfected and 
purified , 1 mean imperfect and impure metals, fo 
that good Gold and Silver may thence be extrac¬ 
ted, but this Art is given to few , neither is every 
one fit to perform the bufinefs; becaufe it requires 
an ingenious and experienced Artist : But the 
thing which is certain, may be performed with 
fmall colt and labour by any vulgar Chymilt, ha¬ 
ving any knowledge of the Art of fufion and fe- 
paration, being an ingenious man, and not feeking 
things too high or too gainful at the firlt tryal- 
Be cautious therefore in the extraction of the afore- 
laid- Itones, for if thou Ihouldlt with the fpirit of 
Salt extract many of them, having no Gold with¬ 
out doubt thou lhalt find no Gold there : And if 
thou Ihouldlt extract lome contained in them, and 
if thou be ignorant of the feparation of it by An¬ 
timony, thou canlt thence hope for no profit. 

Firft then, the knowledge, viz., of thofe Itohes 
is necellary afterward of that feparation by Anti¬ 
mony. Impute therefore the fault, if thou errelt, 
not to me, but to thine own ignorance, if thou 
knoweft not to extract the Gold; for I have writ¬ 
ten clearly, though thou Ihouldlt not know any 
thing that were omitted. And 1 before admenifh 


thee to be cautious in thy work, left thou labour 
for nought: For it is certain, and no fiClion, that 
in many places there are found golden flints, and 
golden clay, and fand, oft-times abounding with 
gold- And if they do not abound with it, yet 
may they be extracted with profit: but the flints 
abounding with it are extracted with greater gain. 
There are alfo found whole Rocks arid Mountains 
of Gold, and great Mountains filled with golden 
Sand and Clay, not returning the charge of walh- 
ing, either for its too great rarefaction or fpungiofi- 
ty and levity, by reafon of which, its walhed away 
with the fand; all which, how poor foever, may 
be extracted by the fpirit of Salt with gain, and 
by Antimony fixed and purifyed. In brief, this is 
fuch a fecret, by which, no man can be an impe¬ 
diment to another, as in other mechanical opera¬ 
tions, whereof no man may be afhamed; for God 
did therefore create Gold in the earth and ftones, 
that we may therefore extract it to the glory of 
His Name, and the benefit of our Neighbour ; nei¬ 
ther hath he forbidden the true and genuine ufc of 
it. I fay therefore in truth, that I have here dC- 
feribed this Art, how ever defpifed by the ignorant,' 
yet of greateft moment, and almoft incomprehen- 
lible. Now conlider the thing a lictle farther, 
thou lhalt find every where in the earth great Trea- 
fures to'be hidden, which only through ignorance 
are not difeovered. Truly it is known to all, that 
there is found golden fand and clay in diverfe pla¬ 
ces, which for the aforefaid Rcafons ate left un¬ 
laboured, but by this our Art may eafily be woiked 
upon. 

There are found alfo filver Mountains, out of 
which, filver cannot be extracted for the lirle 
weight it yields: there is alfo found in many pla¬ 
ces a certain yellow or reddifh earth, or fuch like 
clay, which though it contain ftore of filver, yet it 
cannot be extracted with profit by this way, yet 
feparable, with gain, but not by the fpirit of fait, 
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which leaves ic nntoucht, but by fomc other thing, 
every where to be found in plenty, of which, for 
fome reafons we (hall fpeak nothing here. 

And this way of reparation makes much for the 
poor mineral of copper, which with profit cannot 
be worked upon by the vulgar way, to be feparated 
from the Copper, afterward by ripening it into a 
better metal, or turning it into verdy-greafe for want 
of a better art, which bufinefs alfo may well and ho- 
ncftly more than maintain a family. This way alfo 
may the rejected drofs of the gold, filver, and cop- 
per be with profit feparated. But becaufe I have de¬ 
creed to handle here only the extraction of gold out 
of Hones, therefore thefe menftrues which are ufed 
in the extraction of copper andfilver, are deferved- 
ly omitted, and referved for another place, where 
fometime they fliall be delivered, to wit, if I lhall 
lee that this demonftration fhall be accepted in mens 
eyes, which more very excellent (hall follow. As 
now I have undertaken a more excellent matter in love 
to my countrey, by which it may appear, that G r- 
many however reduced to want, is yet rich enough, 
if it would but at laft look upon its hidden treafures- 
There is no need co offer a tore-chewed bit, for dc- 
monffration is fufficient, neither will we obtrude a 
good upon the negligent; lor to the ungrateful the 
belt things arc unacceptable. Thefe therefore being 
waved, in ihort we will give the demonffration and 
extraction ofthofe flints, not doubting but the ex¬ 
pert and experienced, though the lluggilh may 
not, will thence reap profit, and give God the 
praife- 

What belongs then to the'aforefaid Hones, out of 
which gold may be extracted, thus the matter Hands. 
All kind of flints for the moft part have inviiible 
gold, fometimes vilible and inviiible, volatile and 
corporeal together i but many commonly contain 
impure iron-like volatile gold, and alfo mature, and 
a few, fulphureous and copper-like. 

Stones which the Germans call Quartz.cns and Horn, 
fiem, containing pure and corporeal gold, although 
mixt with filver and copper, may be burnt and 
ground, and extracted with Mercury, and if they a= 
bound with gold, be purged by flux; which labours 
are ufual with diggers and dealers in metals, of 
which 1 do not intend to write, becaufe others have 
heretofore writ of them- But thofe flints Qnartz.en 
and Homfiein every where almoff to be found, con¬ 
taining but a mean quantity of difperfed iron-like 
Gold, Marcafitedike, and that either fixt or vola¬ 
tile, cannot be feparated with gain, to wit, neither 
by Mercury nor by Flux, wherefore they are neg¬ 
lected by the Miners, either out of ignorance or for 
the intolerable colts- Bnt 1 having tryed thofe bafe 
Hones, that how little gold foever they poflefs ^ 
yet may it be feparated with great gain, 1 would 
not intermit to publilh this knowledge for my Chri- 
Hian neighbours fake, not doubting but this pub¬ 
lication will be profitable to very many. For 1 am 
not ignorant that there are as well learned, as un¬ 
learned, noble as ignoble, fecular as fpiritual, either 
by war or otherwife expofed to poverty, fo that they 
are hardly able to maintain their family, &c. and 
for their fakes and others in want- 1 have pub- 
1 iflied this fecrct, which rightly handled may bring 
no fmall gain yearly, but efpecially where thofe 
Hones are plentiful, and alfo that fpirit of fait, 
whereof the defeription is given in the firH part of 
the Philofophical Furnaces, and hereafter there (hall 
be given a better, if nothing hinder •, in the mean 


while ufc and enjoy thefe. And if it happen fo that 
thou canlt not rightly perform all things of thea- 
forefaid traClate, biufh not to learn the manual O- 
perations fwfiich cannot be fo exactly deferibed] 
from thofe that arc experienced, left you hereafter 
unprofitably fpend your labour and cofts* As for 
thofe ftones know that very many of them are 
found in fcvcral places, chiefly in thofe that are 
Tandy and mountainous, but in fome more and bet¬ 
ter than in others: for there is feldom feen fand 
without flints, and oft-times the fand ic felf, though 
very little doth not want Gold. But they are very 
likely to be found on the (hoars of Rivers, where 
the waters walhing away the fand from the flints 
they are found in great abundance, though they are 
not fo eafily known by their outfide, as thofe which 
were found clean in the fand, becaufe they are covered 
with flime. Wherefore they mult be broken with a 
hammer, that that may be feen which is in them, 
which may better appear if they be burnt, and 
quench: in cold water. For the ftonc retaining 
its vvhitcncfs when it is burnt and quencht doth 
contain nothing •, but acquiring a rednefs it (hews 
there is fomething in it, and the more red it is the 
better token it is. 

N. B- But this is not to be underftood of fandy 
ftones, waxing red in fomc part, in the fire, con¬ 
taining no gold, but of flints out of which by a mu¬ 
tual percuflion fire is brought forth, which the more 
pure they are the purer gold do they yield, There 
arc alfo flints out of which fire is forced bypercuf- 
fion being red in the fire, which contain no gold but 
Iron-, which you may know by that clear rednefs 
before the burning, which being burnt is changed 
into an obfeure rednefs, not fhining and crude : but 
the flints containing Gold, being burnt do acquire a 
fair golden yellownefs, or reddifh colour, as if they 
were covered with gold, and that through the whole 
fubftanceif they be broken in pieces. And thefe give 
a pure gold, but thofe other yield a red extraction like 
blood,^yielding not gold, but the pureft and malleable 
iron, good in Chymick ufes, (but chiefly for filver to be 
cementkl and exalted ) for gold isfeldometobefound 
in them,the which is well to be obferved left thou draw 
put iron in ftead of gold, and fo lofe thy labour. 

Alfo the belt ftones containing gold, are thofe 
which arc white and fhining, here and there through¬ 
out having in the whole fubftance green fpots and 
lines, red, yellow, skie-coloured and brown. There 
are alfo black flints out of which fire is forced by per¬ 
cuflion, having gold and iron, which may be fepara¬ 
ted with profit, yielding fometimes plenty of ironifh 
Gold, which may in like manner, be feparated of 
which afterward. 

They are very good flints alfo which being burnt 
retain a whitenefs, with veins green, skie-coloured, 
and fuch like, neither are they difefteemed which 
burnt, have black fpots, and not veins. 

But the ftones (.Quartzen and Hornjlein) although 
they in burning are not altered, yet if there be feen 
before gold volatile and fpiritual, they by repara¬ 
tion of tliemfelvcs yield gold. 

Grofsand fubtle fand having light and yellow gold, 
yields in the burning a skie-coloured fmoak, and is 
exalted in colour, viz.. browni(h : but that hath no¬ 
thing which is not altered. 

Subtle earth, yellow or red, parting through fa nc j 
or a mountain like a vein contains alfo gold, wlij c h 
is for the mod part volatile, and not mature, flying 
away in reduction, having ingrefs into filver and 
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other metals, and therefore for this reafon confcr- 
vable, 

For thy better knowledge thou mayft prove the 
Hones, with white fufile glafs, which thing is trea¬ 
ted of in the fourth part of the Philofophical Fur. 
naccs, that thou mayft not have caufe to impute the 
fault of thy errour to me ; therefore I would have 
thee underftand, viz., that all ftones contain not 
gold, neither in all is it feparable by the fpirit of fait: 
they are therefore to be known before they be ap- 
plyed to the work. 

Now follows the preparation of flints^ and the extract¬ 
ion of the gold contained its ihetn t by the fpirit of 
flit. 

F Irft the flints being made red hot in the fire, they 
muft be quencht in cold water, after taken out 
and cooled, and finely powdered. 

N. B- When they are broken in a Mortar the bet¬ 
ter parts may eafily be feparated from the bafer : 
for while they are finely powdered, always the beft 
part goes into red powder firft, the worfer part thick¬ 
er and harder, containing little or nothing, being 
left; And if they be courfly powdered and lifted 
through a fine ficve the more fubtle part like red 
powder goes through the fieve, the unufeful part be= 
ing lefc in the fieve like white dud, which may be 
call away : and if yet fome rednefs appears, it muft 
again be powdered in a Mortar, and the better part 
fhall go into a red powder, the bafer part being left 
in the fieve hard and white which is to be caft away, 
but you muftobferve that not all and every of thefe 
flints are thus feparable by powdering 5 for fome 
being beaten do every where retain the fame colour, 
without any reparation of the better parts, which 
you muft finely powder and extraft in the whole fub- 
ilance, But they (viz., thofc feparable) are more 
eafily extrafted, becaufeall the gold contained in one 
pound for the molt part may be gathered out of 
three or four ounces finely powdered and fepara¬ 
ted in theaforefaid manner•, fothat it is not needful 
to extraft the whole ftone, nor to fpend fo much 
fpirit of fait. But fand and clay need not fuch a 
preparation, but without a preparation being made 
before, are extrafted by the affufion of the fpirit of 
fait. 

R then of the flints as aforefaid prepared and fe¬ 
parated two, three, four, fix pound, to which being 
put into a cucurbit of glafs whole (undivided) pour 
of the fpirit of Salt to the depth of three or four 
fingers breadth, and place it in hot fand or Balneo , 
that there the fpirit of fait may be hot,and may extraft 
the Gold, and fo let it continue for five, fix or more 
hours fpace, until the fpirit tinged with a deep red¬ 
nefs, can extraft no more. And perchance at the 
firft time (though feldom) it may not be tinged with 
fo great a rednefs, then muft you decant that fame 
imperfeftly tinged fpirit, and pour to other flints 
after the manner exprefled, prepared in another cu¬ 
curbit, and place it with the flints in a moderate heat 
for to extraft the gold ; which done poifr it off again, 
and pour it to frclh flints, and do fo' often until it 
hath drawn to it a fuffkient quantity of gold ; which 
afterward thou muft keep, until thou haft gotten a 
greater quantity, and all the Gold may be fepa- 
xated at one time from it, as afterward fhall be 
fa id. 

Which done pour to the referved flints in the 
fit ft cucurbit, a frefh fpirit of fait, and leave thatfo 


long in heat, until it be coloured, and extraft the 
gold that is lefc in the flints, and was not ac the 
firft time extrafted which fpirit being afterward 
decanted, pour it to the flints referved in the fc- 
cond and third cucurbit, to extraft the rcfiduc of the 
gold which was lefc at che firft time; and fo confe- 
qucntly to the others referved, until the fpirit be 
fufficie.itly coloured, and can attraft no more; which 
afterward pour off and put it to the firft, which 
was referved. You muft alfo pour a frefh fpnit 
to the remainder of the extraftion for the extract¬ 
ing of all the gold. At length pour to it alfo com¬ 
mon water to wafh away the tinged fpirit of gold 
remaining in the flints, that none of the Gold may 
be loft. 

And this labour is fo long and often to be repeat¬ 
ed till there remain neither flints nor fpirits ; in the 
mean while you fliould caft awiy the flints extraft¬ 
ed and waffled, that the cucurbits may be filled with 
frefli flints, and fo continue the work •, and if there 
be no more fpirit left to continue the extraftion, 
you may then feparate the extrafted gold from the 
fpirit, which is done as follovveth: but firft you muft 
have plenty of glafs vends, or retorts of the beft 
earth, which may retain the fpirits ■, which you may 
fo far fill with the impregnated fpirit, that the fpi¬ 
rit in the abftraftion run not over, which done, it is 
to be extrafted in a dry Balneo by little and little 
from the Gold, which fpirit ye may ufe again in the 
aforefaid work. And the Gold which is left in the 
bottom of the veftels, is to be feparated from the 
veflels with a crooked iron wier and (kept being ve¬ 
ry like to red earth) for its ufe, until thou haft got* 
ten a good quantity, viz., fo much as fufficcth for 
feparation and purgation (of which afterward.) tobe 
made by Antimony. 

N. B. But when thou (halt extraft red talc with 
fpirit of fait, red or black granates, Smiris , or La¬ 
pis Calaminaris , and other Fofliles, which befide fixt 
Gold contain much immature and volatile Gold -, 
you muft in the abftraftion caft in a little iron, viz.. 
to the folution, which retains and fixes the gold 
which otherwise flyes away in fufion. Wherefore 
thofe folutions and extractions of Talc and other 
things containing volatile gold are better extraft¬ 
ed out of iron Cucurbits by earthen alembicks than 
out of glafs and earthen retorts, becaufe then that 
volatile gold doth attraft only fo much thence as is 
fufficient for its fixation ; which iron is after eafily 
feparated by the Antimony from the gold, as !h 3 ll 
after be taught. And this is to be noted, that not 
the whole granate is foluble in the fpirit of fair, 
although it be long left in digeftion, always retain¬ 
ing its former colour; wherefore there is a diffe¬ 
rence to be made, or a preparation to be learned, 
requific for the folution of the gold contained in 
them. 

And you muft extraft Talc not with too' much 
or exceffive heat, left its fubftance be totally diffol- 
ved in the fpirit and be a hinderance to the work ; 
becaufe there is little profit then, for it is therefore 
appointed, that a little gold difperfed in a great 
quantity of Talc may be reduced into a little com- 
pafs that it need not that all the quantity of Talc 
be made fufile, becaufe it will thereby procure lofs. 
But there is no danger in flints, becaufe the fpirit 
of fait doth not dilfolve them as it doth Talc, but 
only extrafts gold from thence, the ftony body be¬ 
ing left.' The lapis calaminaris may alfo otherwife 
be handled in the extraftion and fixation than gra- 

D d 2 nates 












i °4 


The Firfl Tart of Part L 


nates, flints and Talc, becaufe it is ahnolt wholly 
foltiblc in the fpirit of fait ; which work is not here 
to b: handled} beranfc the extraction and fixation 
is taught in a peculiar way in another place, neither 
do 1 mean to treat of it here, but only of the ex= 
t raft ion of gold out of Hints every where to be 
found. And this is the way of extraction of Gold 
out of flints and fand in heat by the fpirit of fait, 
to be done in glafs vellels. But there is another 
way too, which is clorc in cold without glafs vcf- 
fcls, which 1 thought worth the fetting down, 
that in the aforefaid work you may choofe which 
you pleafe, this or that, and it is done as fol- 
loweth- We mult have in this way ftorc of 
earthen funnels well burnt, and not fucking up the 
fpirits^ for want of which we muff have fuch as be 
of Itrong glafs: there muff alfo be a form with many 
holes in it to receive the aforefaid funnels, under 
which mult be placed glaTs difhes or bafons to re¬ 
ceive the ftrained fpirit. 

Here follows the worf to be performed by Funnels. 

THc Funnels being put in the holes of the form, 
you mult firlt put a big piece of fltnt in the ih aigli- 
tcr part of the Funnel, to which after put Idler pie¬ 
ces, and on thefe again lefs, viz., as much as ferveth 
to fill the ftraight part of the Funnel, of which the 
larger part is after to be filled with powdered flints^ 
but fo that there be left a depth oi three or four 
fingers breadth for the fpirit of fait. By this means 
thofe greater pieces in the lower part will hinder 
the pallage of the line powder in ihe AfTufion of 
the Spirit of Salt. 

Which being done as it ought, pour to the flints 
contained in the Funnels the fpirit of fait, two 
or three fingers breadth in deepnefs, which forth¬ 
with lhall work on the flints, and attraCl their gold, 
and then run into the difli or bafon fet underneath : 
and becaufe for the moft part at the firft time, 
fome of the powder pafl'eth through with the fpi¬ 
rit, you mult fo often pour the fame fpirits on 
the flints until there be a ftoppage, and the fpirit 
come clear; afterward pour this fpirit into the fe- 
cond Funnel with flints •, * and then into the third, 
and fo confequently ■> until it be ftrained through 
the flints of every Funnel ^ or till the fpirit befuf- 
ficiently coloured, which you muft keep until you 
have gotten a fufficient quantity to be diftilled by 
retort for the feparating the fpirit from the gold. 
Then that firlt fpirit being ftrained through the 
flints of each Funnel according to order and co¬ 
loured, pour a frelh fpirit to the flints of all the 
Funnels according to order} beginning at the firft) 
dll you come to the laft, until that be fufficie.ntly 
coloured -, which being done, pour a frefh fpirit of 
fait to the flints ( according to their order) con¬ 
tained in every Funnel- And when you. fee the 
ftrained fpirit not to receive a tinCture, it’s a fign 
that all the gold is extracted ^ and then pour on no 
more fpirit but common water) that it may be flrai- 
ned, and the water will attract the fpirit of fait left 
in the fiintS) that none lhall be loft, which acidifh 
water fave by its fclf to the fame, and the like 
nfes: which being done, take out the extraefted 
flints, and fill the Funnels with frclli as before, mi. 
to be extracted ; and do this fo long as you have 
flints and fpirit. But you mult not pour a ipirit 
not fufficicntly tinged into thc fpirits that are well 
coloured and impregnated with gold, but keep it 


a part, and pour it fiill to frcih prepared flints, 
according to order, contained in divers Funnels, 
v-'~. until it be fufficiently colouied \ and being co¬ 
loured , lcparate it by ti e glafs retorts with the 
reft, extracting it from the gold by abftraction ; 
and being abltraCted again, life it to a new work 
like the former. And by this means with 100 
pound of fpirit of fait may be extracted fomethou- 
fand pounds of flints prepared , and feparate the 
gold contained in them, which otherwife by fufioa 
cannot be done. But the chief point confifteth in 
the extraction (thc fpirit of fait being well and 
rightly firlt adminiltrcd ) viz., that the fpirit may 
not be wafled , whereby many Itones may be ab¬ 
ltraCted with a little fpirit- But this caution is to 
be obferved in this extraction, which is done in 
cold, that it rcqtiireth a Itronger fpirit of fait than 
that, which is done in heat by cucurbits, or clfe 
the bufincs goes on flower: but with a ftronger 
fpirit by this ( the cold ) way they are extracted 
Iboner and eafier than by that which is done in 
heat ’, and neither fo dangerous, laborious or colt- 
ly: this extraction then, viz., the cold, requires 
a ftronger fpirit of fait ( which is worth noting) 
than the hot. 

And this is that way , by which thofe golden 
flints, and other golden foflilcs arc prepared, and 
with thc fpirit of fait arc extracted, and by which 
it is again feparated from them : Now (hall fol¬ 
low thc manner of purification, viz., of the Gold 
left in the Retort. 

N. B. The pure gold being extracted out of the 
flints, not the iron-like, there needs no great bufinefs 
of purification ■, for thou maylt purify it by fufiou. 
with borax, or with the fluxing powder made with 
the equal weight of nitre and tartar: but if the gold' 
extracted out of Flints be mixt with iron , as for 
the moft part it is, then you mull not fufe it with. 
Fluxing Powder, becaufe it is not thereby purify* 
,<d or rendered malleable Gold, but feparate it by 
lead) by which way it is purged and made malleable. 
And if fuch Gold have any fulphureous impurity 
mixt befides, it is not to be feparated with lead, 
becaufe it is then partly turned to drofs and o- 
ther impurities by the iron with lofs •, wherefore 
it is to be purged with three parts of Antimony 
and feparated ; by which means nothing is loft ; 
which is the belt way of reparation and purifica¬ 
tion of Gold, viz., the ferreouS) without which ic 
cannot otherwife be feparated without lofs- 

How impure Geld may be feparated and purged by 
Antimony. 

T His work is neccflary to be known, if you 
think to have any benefit by the aforefaid ex¬ 
traction of Flints by the fpirit of Salt, which with¬ 
out this feparation and reduction is of no moment: 
and what profit I pray is there by the extraction 
of immature Gold, which by the common way can¬ 
not be purg’d, requiring thc indultry of the Ar-- 
tilt in fulion, whereby it may be feparated from its 
fulphureous feces and fixed ? For it is eafie to con¬ 
jecture, that fuch fpiritual and volatile gold mixed 
with Iron, by that common flux is not reducible in¬ 
to a body, but rather into drofs: for experience 
tcftifics that gold dilTolved with the fpirit of fait, 
end alfo iron, or any other fulphureous thing, the 
fpirit of fait being abltraCtcd cannot be reduced 
whole by thc vulgar flux made of Nitre and Tartar, 
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going into drofs: which if it happen to corporeal,pure 
and fixe gold, how fnall it be otherwife with that 
which is incorporeal, unclean and volatile ? for the 
Gold being irDnilh commonly, which is extrn&cd 
out of ftoncs, and iron having great affinity with 
gold (by reafon of which being nearly united, it is 
difficultly feparated, fo that it ealier goes with iron 
into drofs than parted from it) you mult of neccfli 
ty make a flux not only attracting that impure 
gold, but alfo purifying and cleanfing it, that which 
Antimony alone doth, which with its combuftible 
fufible Sulphur eafily enters that ironifh Gold : 
But by its Mercury it attradeththe pure corporeal 
gold, and cleanfeth it, and feparates it from all 
drofs without any lofs: wherefore there cannot be 
a better flux, but requiring induftry, or an ingeni¬ 
ous reparation of the Antimony from the gold,with¬ 
out wafting the gold •, which is done as follows- 

And firft your ferreous gold, that is left in the 
abftradion of the fpirit of fait, mull; be finely pow¬ 
dered in iron retorts or pots, and mingled with it 
two or three parts of Antimony powdered, and 
mixt in a very Itrong crucible filled arid covered, 
and then fufed in our fourth furnace, until that flow 
like water •, which foon appearing, pour them toge¬ 
ther into a heated Cone, fmeared within with wax, 
and when they be cold, feparate from the drofs the 
Regains (having molt of the gold) with a hammer, 
and keep it by it felf. Which done, you mult a- 
gain melt the drolfy Antimony (as yet containing 
much gold ) that was left, in the crucible, and add 
to it a little filing of Iron, mixing them with a 
crooked wier, and that Antimonial combuftible ful- 
phur will be mortified by adding iron, and will 
yield a Regiilus containing the reft of the gold, 
which,as a regard is had to the quantity of iron added, 
rvill be more or lefs, and for the moll part will an- 
fwer in weight to the weight of the iron ; then 
call the mafs (well flowing) into a Cone heated and 
fmeared on the infide with wax, which being cold, 
feparate again the Regains from the drofs with a 
hammer, which alfo is to be kept by it felf-, melt 
ihe drofs again, as before, and precipitate it with 
iron, and extraft the Regnlits thence, which keep 
by its felf, for it contains gold and filver mixt. 
For the bell gold is precipitated the firft time, but 
afterward the bafer forty and at laft only Silver. 
Wherefore every Regains is to be kept by it felf, 
that the pureft gold may be a part, and the filve= 
red gold by it felf. 

A/- B. And if the Antimony, by the addition of 
Iron, do lofe its fufibility, and therefore can yield 
no Regnlits , it’s required , that you at every time 
when precipitation is made, by adding iron y that 
you do alfo caft in fome Mify, to make the mafs 
to melt in the crucible and precipitate the Regains. 
All the gold and filver being reduced into three or 
four Regains’ s, you muft keep the drolfy parts,by 
themfelves that were left, of which we Ihall fpeak 
hereafter. 

A ow follows the way of fefardting the Gold and Silver 
from the Antimony. 

'THE aforefaid antimonial Regains *s may many 
A waies be purged, and firft by help of Bellows 
on a plain earthen teft, as the cuftom is with Gold- 
fmiths when they make Gold fufile by Antimony, 
which labour is tedious and dangerous; which cam 
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not be done often without the lofs of health, nor 
in great quantity : wherefore when a better way 
is known, ’tis a folly to do it fo. 1 lie Rigul ns’s 
alfo may be purified by lead onateftc, which work 
may be done in a great quantity, but it requires 
abundance of coals and lead, where the Antimony 
cannot be preferred : but it may be done with gain, 
and is to be preferred before the former waies : 
Thou mailt if thou pleafcft calcine the aforefaid 
Regie! us 9 s toafhes, and then fufe them; which way 
the gold and lilver may eafily be drawn out. 1 hou 
mailt alfo fufe tliem in a crucible, and by the addi¬ 
tion of fome falts, feparate the antimony from the 
gold 2 nd filver, turning the antimony into drofs, 
which being feparated, thofe arc found purified and 
malleable, which though it be the eafieft way, it is 
yet alfo very dangerous, for the falts often, if you 
do not warily proceed, do fpoyl much gold and fil= 
ver, and forhetimes leave gold immalleable, and lb 
double the pains- 

But he who knows how to do this by Nitre only, 
he may with great gain, and in a Ihort time, pu- 
rifie a great quantity of the aforefaid Regnlits' s with¬ 
out lofs of the gold, filver, or antimony. There 
are alfo other means for the doing of it which to 
relate were tedious and indeed impoffible. Where* 
fore I will fet down the beft of all, moft profitable 
in the reparations of great quantities of Regains’ s. 
Where firll is required fome peculiar little Furnace 
With a Fire almolt like to that in our firft part of 
Philofophical Furnaces, built for the fubliming of 
Flowers ; it wants indeed a grate, but it hath little 
vents for to make tlife coals burn, that thy antimony 
feparated from the gold, may be fublimated or ele¬ 
vated into fublimatory veftels. Which being right¬ 
ly built and heated, let fo much of the Regains be 
caft in with a fpoon as the Fire can bear, which 
will quickly melt and be elevated, the air being at¬ 
tracted by the vents, without any trouble : vvhich 
being fublimed, you may caft in more, if you have 
more, until all the Regains be feparated and fubli¬ 
mated from the gold and filver, which are left in 
the Fire pure and malleable ; the furnace being cold, 
you may take out the Flowers and keep them (of 
which afterwards) for ufes, which way you may not 
only feparate a great number of Regains' s from gold 
and filver in a fmall time, but alfo keep all the am 
timony, which may many waies be ufed in Alch'y-, 
my and Medicine with great profit. Which fure is 
an excellent knowledge, for not only hereby may 
any one get abundantly, without wronging bis neigh* 
bour, but alfo help many fick People, viz., by that 
excellent Medicine made of the Flowers: which is 
a fpecial gift of God, for which we owe immortal 
Thanks. And- this is, of all others that I know, the 
beft way of reparation of gold from antimony,' 
vvhich is not only done in great quantity, in a Ihort' 
time, and with fmall charge, but alfo without lofs 
of the Antimony. 

Here follows the Vfe of the Antimonial Flowers . 

F irft,you may take the whiteft of the Flowers out of 
the lower hole, and keep them for n Univerfal 
Medicine; but reduce the reft (being lefs pure) 
into Regains by the fait of Tartar, for divers ufes , 
as Ihall be faid afterward ; or you may mingle them 
with an equal weight of common fulphur, or anti¬ 
mony, which being mixt in a covered crncible.melt 
them, and they will yield an antimony like to a na- 
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tural, good to purific gold: or thou maift mingle 
them with other metals or minerals, that by this 
means they may be made better. Or thou mailt 
ufe them in Chyrtirgcry, tor they of all Itipuck plai- 
ltcrs make the belt. In brief, the aforefaid Flowers 
may many vvaics be ufed with good gain and fnc- 

eefs. ... 

The aforefaid antimonial drofs may alfo be redu¬ 
ced into Flowers, and nfed in the fame manner ; 
which indeed arc endowed with as excellent Pro¬ 
perties, as they which arc made out ot Regitltts‘% -, 
becanfc in that fufion and reparation of gold ex¬ 
tracted out of Flints and Talc, the gold only that 
was fixe and mature, was feparated trom the Rcgit- 
Ins’’ s, (the immature and volatile being lefc in the 
drofs) and elevated with the Flowers: It follows 
thence, that thefe are better, as well in medicine as 
in the tranfmutation of metals- 

Or, if thou wilt, add to the antimony (as afore¬ 
faid ufed)old iron, to reduce it in a furnace, and 
take the Regains-, having gold and lilver, which may 
therefore be ufed in other operations of Chymi- 
ftry, where there is need of Regains , as wc may 
lhew hereafter- But the drofs doth yield a Rega¬ 
ins-, viz., in a very llrong Fire, and a Furnace with 
a peculiar feparatory by abltradion, which although 
it contain not gold, yet it may be ufed not with¬ 
out gain, as if it be mingled with Tin in fudon, 
it procures to it a hardnefs and found, ufeful lor 
fafhioning divers fort of Houlhold-ftuff, which is 
not fo cafily darkened as the common "1 in, or if thou 
wilt not, thou maid make weights of it. 

Hitherto wc have treated of the extraction of 
gold out of Flints, and of its putrification by an¬ 
timony-, now we will teach you how to ufe the red 
of the antimony, as well in the perfection of bafe 
metals as in medicine, as well for the preferving 
of Health, as the curing of Difeafes- 

But feeing we have made mention of anllniver- 
fa] Medicine- to be made out of antimony afore¬ 
faid, 1 w'ould not have thee think that that is fuch 
as can take away all diltempers in general, with¬ 
out diftindion, which vertue is only aferibed to the 
Philofophers Stone, but not by me to this medi¬ 
cine Vto which I attribute no more than I have 
tryed : But this in truth I dare affirm, that there 

is, beddes the ftone, fcarce any comparable to it; 
for it doth not only preferve the body from divers 
Difeafes, but alfo happily frees it from the prefent, 
fo that it may dcfcrvedly be termed a Vmverfal 
Medicine. 

- t 

The Preparation foJlovecth. 

IV of the flowers purified from the drofs a pound, 
viz,, of Antimony, by which the extracted gold 
was purified, which for the molt part are of a yeb 
low colour, having gold volatile and immature: 
in defcCt of which, take the flowers made out of 
the golden Revisits’ s, being for the molt part white, 
to which pour in a Glafs Vial, llrong and long- 
ncckcd, of fpirit of wine tartarifed, three or four 
pound, mingle and ftir them well together, and put 
on it another crooked pipe (within which lot there 
be fomc ounces of Quicklilver, as is deferibed in the 
Fifth Part of our Philofophical Furnaces)and make 
llrong the joynts with a bullocks bladder thrice 
folded, made wet •, which dryed, place the glafs in 

it. datum-, and give fire by degrees, that the fpiric of 
wine with the antimony may digeft, in which leave 


it for 24 hours fpace, and fo foon as the fire isout, 
lake out the glafs, when it is cold, pour off the 
fpirit tinged red from the Flowers, and pour on 
frefh ; and place it, as before, in Bahieum, to digclt 
24 hours fpace, till it be red, and do this the third 
time, or fo often till the Spirit be no more colou¬ 
red, for then no more is to be poured on, and that 
which is coloured, is to be filtred with Cap-paper. 
The reft of the Flowers, aficr the extraction, as not 
requifite to this bufmefs, are to be either kept by 
thcmfelvcs, or thrown away. But the tinged Spi¬ 
rit is to be abdraded out of a glafs cucurbit by an 
alembick, to the half, from the tincture, which di r 
Hilled fpirit may again be ufed in the fame work: 
but the tinCture left in the cucurbit is the medicine, 
of which mention has been made. 

Now mention being made alfo of tartarifed fpirit 
of wine, that 1 may fatisfic the doubtful concern¬ 
ing that 1 will here alfo give its defeription, which is 
as followeth. 

R. of Tartar 20 or 30 pound, put it in a large 
coated retort, and place it in fand, and diltil the 
fpirit off with a foft heat. 

N. I!. This work may better and fooner be per¬ 
formed by that inflrumcnt of our fecond Furnace \ 
and becanfc it requires great and large receivers, 
as being very penetrative, thou mailt firft apply 
a tin or copper Serpent to the neck of the retort, 
inftcad of a receiver, which is placed in a tub fil¬ 
led with cold water, that the fpirits being there¬ 
by cooled, may be retained, yvhich afterward you 
mult abflraCt to the half, out of a glafs cucurbit by 
an aletnbick : for the other half with the black oyl is 
unprofitable in this work, and therefore to be ta¬ 
ken away. After that, mingle the more fubtilepart, 
diddled with half of the Caput Mormim , of the a- 
forefaid Spirit calcined to a' whitenefs, and abftrad 
it half again in a gentle Balneum , out of a glafs 
cucurbit by an alembick , the joynts whereof are 
every where to be well clofed, and the calcined 
Tartar fhall receive with it felf the ltench, toge¬ 
ther with the Phlegm, only the purer part of the 
Spirit, and more fubtilc dilliliing forth , which is 
again to be mingled with the other half of the Tar¬ 
tar calcined to a whitenefs, arid to be rectified by 
another alembick •, the Caput Mm mm may again be 
calcined to take away the fetidnefs, that it may be 
ufed again. And this is that tartarifed fpirit of 
wine, with which the aforefaid tindure and eflencc 
is extraded, and truly not only this, but of all 
other metab , which no other can do. And if it 
were lawful, 1 would write fomething more of its 
wonderful force and vertue which it hath in purify* 
ing bafer metals, with which it hath a great affini* 
ty ; for it can feparate the pure from the impure* 
of which more in another place. But when it is to 
be ufed in mending of metals, it needs not fo much 
redification as is required in the extrading of rac- 
tallick medicines-, where you may draw it in plen¬ 
ty out of the dry lees of wine. But there is alfo' 
another tartarifed fpirit of wine, which may alfo be 
ufed in this fame work, which is made after the 
followiug way : Diflolve in a pound of the fpiric 
of wine fix ounces of Cryftal of Tartar ; which 
folncion ufe in the aforefaid extraction, in the fame: 
manner. 
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Of the Vtrtucs of this Medicine. 

T His Antimonial Tincture doth, above all other 
Medicines evacuate vitious humours, and ini'en- 
iibly purgetli impure blood ; opens any obftrnftions 
of the Liver, Spleen, Reins, and the other vellels, 
attracting to it all malignities, and leaving no im¬ 
purities behind it. And becaufe it cleanfcth the 
blood, it cures the Leprofy, French-pox, and itch, 
and other Dileafes proceeding from the .impurity of 
the blood- By its penetrative and attenuative ver- 
tue, it refolves all tartareous humours, and evacua¬ 
teth them, ■viz. which ingender the Gout, the ftone 
of the Bladder and Reins 3 but not the Stone per¬ 
fectly coagulated, only it mitigateth its pain, and 
hinders its entreafe but being not hardened or co¬ 
agulated, it attrafteth and evacuateth it totally and 
fundamentally out of all parts *, it takes away alfo 
all Feavers,and other dileafes coming from the fuper- 
fluity of humours. It gently evacuateth the water 
between the skin? by liege and urine. In brief, it 
ftrengthcqs and purges the principal parts, and 
preferves them from all preternatural accidents. It 
is a moft excellent prcfervative in the time of peffci- 
lence, and other contagious difeales •, and of them 
being caught, it is a moft abfolute remedy, expel¬ 
ling the difeale fuddenly from the heart, and evn= 
cuating it. In few words, ’tis of all others amoft 
excellent Univerfal Medicine, very profitable to both 
old and young, and alfo very fafe •, but warily to 
be miniftred, by reafon of its ftrength with which it 
is enduedj which is moft powerful , for it is as a 
great fire, which extinguilheth the lefler. Truly a 
better medieine cannot be defired than this, which is 
extra&ed of a very mean thing, in a fhortfpaceof 
time, and with very fmall coft and pains. 1 inge- 
nuoufly confefs, I never faw its like, which I doubt 
not to be the belt in the World. Wherefore then 
do we feck any other but this,wz.. which excels in 
thofe things which are defired from the real medi¬ 
cine ? Bunas it is moft excellent, yet lam certain, 
that many deluded people will be offended at it,- 
being prepared out of Antimony, a mean and de- 
fpifed thing, and after a plain way. But ’tis no mat-, 
ter, For the world will be deceived ? looking after gay 
things, difrefpc&ing and defpiling mean things,when 
all good things, yea, even when God himfelf doth 
rejoice in fimplicity, for which, by wicked and 
proud men he is not fought unto. But this is the 
effe<ft offin, by which man is fo blinded, that chough 
he know not good, when fet before his eyes, yet 
he is ftudious of evil. 

Of the r Ofe and Dofe of this Medicine. 

S F.eing of all medicines it is the moft powerful, 
it had need be warily ufed, for a fmaller dofe 
is ahvaies fafer than a greater -, which therefore 
may after be given ; the which is to be obferved 
in all difeafes of young and old. To children of 
2,35 4, or 6 months old, againft the Worms, Scabs, 
Feavers, .and Epilepfie , you need not give above 
half a drop with a proper vehicle, which you may 
repeat three or four times a day : it killeth the 
Worms, itemptyeth the ftomach of evil humours: 
it refrelheth them , and preferves them from fcab- 
binefs ; and becaufe it evacuateth evil and corrupt 
humours, it preferveth them from the fmall pox 
and meafles, viz, if it be ufed every month ; but to 


children of i,2,or3ycars old, you may give a drop, 
and io children of 4 or 5 years old a drop and a 
half: to young people between 15 and 24 years, 
may be given 2,3,cr 4 drops. To ft longer bodies 
from 25 to 5° years, 4, 5,6, or 7 drops. But the 
dofe muft be greater or lei's, with a regard had to 
the h'cknefs of the patient. And in the Stone and 
Gout, may be daily adminiftred in wine or beer i n 
in the morning faffing, unlefs the patient be very 
weak; for then you may give it twice or thrice in 
a day, and continue this till the cure be perfefted ; 
wheie is to be obferved that he muft keep a tem¬ 
perate dyet- 

In the Leprofy, French-Pox and Scurvy, every 
morning may a dofe be given, and the difeafe (hail 
totally be rooted out. Otherwifc, viz., the ftrength 
being too much wafted and weakned , you may 
give only every other day, viz ■ fo long as (hall be 
need. 

In the Epilepfie it may be given daily *, and al¬ 
fo in the Dropfy. In all Feavers, two or three 
hours before the fit- In the Plague it is to be gi¬ 
ven prefently, and every day to be repeated : but 
for a prcfervative to be drunk every week once. 
In all other internal affefis it muft be given daily, 
until the declining of the difeafe \ but afterward by 
little and little, the medicine is to be ufed till the 
difeafe be fully cured. 

In external, as in fredi wounds by a blow,thruft 
or fi;ot, broken bones, OFc. every day once ; with 
a necelfary extriniical application of a Plaifter- In 
old Fiftulaes and Cancers , it may be ufed once 
every day intrinfically and extrinfically, the place 
affeded may be clcanfed with Mineral Oyntments, 
For by this means every inveterate evil, how def- 
perate foever, is throughly cured, and plcafantly, 
without all pain. 

But although this be moft precious of all medi¬ 
cines, yet there is a menftrmun not corrofive, with 
which not only more eafily than with the fpirit of 
wine tartarifed, a Univerfal Medicine may be ex¬ 
tracted out of Antimony , and endued with better 
than the aforefaid vertues •, fo that for the charge of 
one royal,in three days time, fo much may be gotten 
as may ferve to cure fome thoufands of men, but 
alfo all vegetables, animals, and minerals and me* 
cals, are radically diffolved and reduced into their 
firft matter: by which means not only very great 
Poyfons are changed into moft whotefome medicines, 
but alfo bitter things are deprived of their bitter- 
nefs: for by it things are fo corrected, that they 
do no more provoke ftool and vomit, viz. which 
are very vehementCatharticksfby nature)being chan¬ 
ged into moft excellent reftoratives. Alfo fetid 
things being corrected by it, do acquire a fweet 
odour. And it doth not only (which feems a won¬ 
der) diffolve vegetables, animals and minerals with 
thofe things which come of them, but alfo the very 
Glaftes ; wherefore you muft ahvaies chufe the 
ftrongeft glaftes for digeftion and folution, or in 
the defeCt of fuch, the weaker arc to be changed eve¬ 
ry 6 houres. And yet it is not at all altered by 
thofe things that it doth reduce andturn into their 
firft matter medicinal, neither in vertue nor colour ; 
for it alwaies keeps the middle place between pure 
and impure, of which this falls to the bottom, but 
that fwims on the top of the mnftrutm , which may 
again be ufed. In brief, it’s vertues in preparing 
medieines cannot be enough praifed. But it may 
be compared with the Mercurial water of Bafilns 
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Valentinus ; and the Alcaheft of Paracclfus and Phi- 
wont, which 1 judge to be the Fire of the Maccabees 
turned into a thick water under-ground. t is a 
perpetual fire , but not alvvaics burning vifibly i it 
is a water permanent, not wetting the hands, the 
Sope of the Wife, the Philofophcrs Azotb, and the 
Royal-Bath- 

Which Mendrue though I have known Tome years, 
and have often ufed it with mctallicks, and by it 
have found out many fecrets, yet 1 never thought 
of its ufe in Phyfick , until being askt of one who 
was a great Student of Hclmom , whether I knew 
the preparation of the liquor Alcahaft Q{ParaalJus-, 
and naming fome of the vertucs of this liquot 
preparing Medicines, I began to bethink my felt,and 
I obferved that it was my Jecret Balneum, that pu¬ 
rifies minerals. Wherefore I prefentiy made tryal 
with vegetables and animals (for I knew the Ver- 
tues thereof in metallicks) and I found wonderful 
and aftonilhing things in- it, which before were in¬ 
credible to me- I affirm and confefs therefore fin- 
cerely, that all and every the invented medicines 
publiflied by others and my felf, how rare and coli¬ 
ly foever, are mod mean things in my eftimation- 
For this Vniverfal Key was wanting to us. For our 
vegetables and minerals, however by art macerated, 
cannot be perfectly refolved, and therefore we hi-, 
therto have had but part of their vertues. But now 
we need not much art, labour and cod, to reduce 
a whole body without corrofives, into the firft mat¬ 
ter like in ffiape to fome clear and excellent wa¬ 
ter! of its own accord calling forth its fuperfluous 
terreftreity, and becoming a moll wholefome mcdi 
rine, confilling of the three purell principles •, the 
which cannot be done without this menftruum. For, 
What elfe could Phyficians extract out of herbs than 
Syrups, Eleftuarics, Conferves and Waters ? With 
which Preparations they were not amended, but on¬ 
ly qualified with the addition of Sugar or Honey, 
becaufe there is no reparation made of the pure 
from the impure, or good from bad. For all arc left 
roixt together in the Elc(ftuaric$ and Conferves, but 
in "the Syrups and Waters diltilied there is only 
fome part. ExtraOs indeed by the fpirit of Wine 
are not to be difelteemed, if rightly prepared, but 
they are no better than their limples; and befides, 
want that which the fpirit of wine cannot draw 
out, which remainder, though being calcined for 
the drawing out the felt, which is mingled with 
the extraift, yet that is not of much moment, for 
fire deltroyeth the vertue of herbs, fo that fixed 
falts, as cryllallifed, do perform nothing in medi- 
cine thofe excepted which without cotnbuition arc 

made out of the juice of herbs, of which in the third 

part ofour Furnaces Philofophical But none dares ex- 
traft the moll llrong or efficacious fort of herbs 
for medicine, becaufc they in preparation arc not 

correded or amended. 

But by this means the niolt llrong Herbs, which 
without this Preparation are poyfons, are matured 
and purified by the liquor Alcahcft, fo that they may 
fafely betaken againltmoft grievous Difeales- For 
God did not create thefe herbs in vain, as fome think, 
which he purpofely created that his wonderful uorks 
might appear , and that it is poffiblc to take ai\ay 
the Curfe from them by a man, being freed u om 
the maledidion by the regeneration through Chrilt. 
See Opium, Mandrake, Henbane, Hemlock, and other 
llupifying things, how deadly they aie, being cauti- 
oufly ufed which corrected by this Mcnfti ue , bc- 
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come mod fafe and excellent medicines. How dan¬ 
gerous is fpurge, fcamony, liellebor, gambugium,and 
other llrong purgers ( being adminillred unwarily j 
no man is ignorant: all which are by this way cor¬ 
rected, and changed into mod wholefome medica-- 
ments. Who, I pray, dares eat Wolfsbane, and poy- 
fonous Toad-ffools, and other venomous vegetables ? 
which are all fo corrected by the liquor Alcaheft , as 
that not only they arc not poyfonous, but are alfo 
turned into molt fafe and wholfomc medicines of 
many dileafes, Nttx vomica, Levant-berries, and 
other things that didurb the Brain , are by this 
means made wholfomc; alfo poyfonous Animals, as 
Spiders, Toads, Serpents, Vipers, &c. are by it cor¬ 
rected, as that not only they are not poyfonous, but 
do refill and expel poyfon. 

N.B. Confidcr the Spiders figned with the crofs, 
who change their skin every month, and renew them- 
felves, which the ferpents and halciondobut once a 
year- How great the vertue of worms, earthy and 
crude, CFc. is in refolving tartarous humours, and 
the French Difcafe, many know ; What then will 
they do, being corrected with this Mendrue ? The 
Ca-itharides and Millipedes arc alfo fo corrected, that 
they may more fafely be ufed in provoking Urine. 
And if that mod venomous Balilisk, of which there 
are,fo many fables, whofe light only kills men (which 
according to the letter is falfe ) conld be had, he 
might be changed into medicine by the liquor Alca- 
heft - as that mineral Bafilisk, Gun-powder may bei 
which in a moment kHls innumerable men ■, alfo 
Arfcnick, Orpiment, Kobolt, and the like ; fo that 
they be deprived of their malignity, and be reduced 
into very excellent medicines. In brief, its excellent 
vertues which it manifeds in corre&ing of venomous 
fimples cannot be fufficicntly deferibed. Wherefore 
it’s worth our pains to fearch it with all our power; 
that we may prepare admirable medicines, that the 
lick may not for the future be fo vexed with thofe 
tedious and bitter cups. Truly I cannot enough ad¬ 
mire its great vertues, which have been hid fo long-' 
It is not a corrofive thing, and yet diflolvcs every 
thing, but fome things fooner than others. Itchan- 
geth and amendeth their natural vertucs; wherefore 
it may be the comfort of Spagyrids, having a long 
time fought for rare medicines, viz. being that by 
which vegetables arc feparated and corrected, and zU 
fo animals and minerals. Wherefore all confcicn- 
tious Phyficians may have commended to them the 
Preparation of this univerfal Mendrue, by the help 
whereof to prepare their medicines; of which the 
original and preparation is vile, but its vertues mod: 
efficacious, the finding out and ufes abdrufe. Where¬ 
fore it is not obtained, but from God , from whom 
proceeds every good gift. Do not think then that glut¬ 
tony and drunkenneft, idlencfs, pride, and lying, 
the contempt of thy neighbour, malice, avarice, with 
an impious life, to be the means by which it is to 
to be obtained, for it is only the gift of the merciful 
God , viz. this Mendrue, the gate and key of which 
is only Divine mercy. But that thou maid know 
what is to be determined concerning medicines pre¬ 
pared out of poyfonous fimples, I will in brief ex¬ 
pound that by example \ for all vegetables, animals, 
and minerals, called poyfons, making W2r with hu¬ 
mane nature being intrinlically ufed, and therefore 
not undefervedly Ihunn’d of all, are like fome power* 
ful unvanquiffiable enemy, with all his power feeking 
the opprclfion and dedruftion of his contrary, who 
being checked by a mediator of no lefs drength, and 
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reconciled with his contrary, docs no more (being 
unable before the reconciliation to refill his powerful 
enemies) fear the contrariety of his enemy, which 
now is made his friend, bringing aid for the extir¬ 
pating and vanquilhingof all fuch-like (otherwife) 
invincible enemies. Even fo is it with venomous vege¬ 
tables, animals, and minerals, deltruftive to humane 
nature : which by the liquor Atkabejl (a checker and 
reconciler) are fo corrected and reduced, that they 
hurt not, being deprived of their malignity and 
made friends with men : whereby they arc not lon¬ 
ger poyfonous enemies, but very fafe and wholfome 
remedies, agreeing to humane nature, overcoming 
and expelling other the like enemies otherwife poy¬ 
fonous and invincible, for by how much the more 
enemy before reconciliation it was, by fo much the 
more help is brought by it, the reconciliation being 
made- There is not the like found in nature, 
which can fo fuddenly corred Poyfons, and reduce 
them into their firft matter, and bring them into 
very wholfome elfences. Let religious Phyficians 
then that can, get this- And fo I end this declarati¬ 
on (not without caufe fet down) which will move 
thofe hearts which are not as yet hardened. This 
certainly is a true Philofophical correction , with 
which that which is malign is turned into a whol¬ 
fome fubltancc. What profits that corredion , I 
pray, which is made by the admixtion of other things, 
as in the mixture of Catharticks and Cordials? Truly 
nothing, neither can the Cordials do any thing but 
debilitate the Catharticks •, for nature is not at once 
able to expel a purging poyfon, and attrad a thing 
confortative and corroborative : For a Purge being 
given, forthwith that (hews its llrength in the bo¬ 
dy, whofc malignity nature refilling, defireth to ex¬ 
pel it, before that it can attrad the confortative •, 
wherefore that friend is expelled, together with the 
difeafe. The fame happens in the mixture of fu- 
gar, honey, and other fweet things with bitter, lharp, 
and tart, &c. whofe unpleafantnefs is not cofreded 
by fweet things, blit only dulled, thereby acquiring 
another fmell and tafte, without any other clfen- 
tial alteration. Which corredion is like to that 
which is made in Taverns, amending the air with 
fweet fumes, which before was infeded with the 
fpittings, fpewings, and fbinks of rullick drunkards, 
ivhich is to rullicks an excellent corredion, attrad- 
ing the ill as well as the good aromatick odour, being 
by drunkennefs deprived of their judgment, but not 
fo to fober men enjoying the ufe of Underhand ing, 
to whom that feems a rullick corredion- In this 
manner (not to be commended) are at this day fim- 
ples correded. But a true and Philofophical cor- 
redion is done by it felf, without the addition of other 
things, by benefit of the fire only, as well adual as 
potentially moill, by ripening, mending, and fepara- 
ting the malignity; which isdoneby the liquor Al~ 
cabefi, as it is called by Paracel jus and Helmont, 

But whether this my liquor be the fame Alcahefi 
of Paracelftts and Helmont , it matters not if it per¬ 
form the fame things. 

Fire, and a fiery vertue may do much, but not by 
burning and deltroying, but by matnration and nu* 
trition; and feeding and moiftening. Of which 
moill Fire, fee Artepbins , Bernbardtts y Bafilius , Pa¬ 
racel fas-, &c. for maturation' is not done with cold 
things, but hot, promoting germination. And what 
eve' Nature hath, left impeded in the vegetable, 
mh.eral, and animal kingdom , viz., accidentally ; 
that may be amended by Art with the liquor Alkg- 


beft, which is the bell way of corredion, until by 
benefit of at‘r, and the help of nature, fome better 
thing be found out, dr. 

And thefe arc the vertues of that wonderful liquor 
Alkjbcfi y which is made ufe of in the preparation of 
medicines: And, bccaufe it is faid before that it lliews 
its vertues on mctallicks alfo 1 could not conceal them 
from the lludious. But all its vertues fhall not here 
be related, for it is endued with fo many, that no 
mortal is able to number them. As for me, al¬ 
though by divine favour and the inllrudion of that 
excellent man Paracelftts (excellently in a certain 
place, but obferved but by few •, deferibing it, fpeak- 
ing of it briefly, but very plainly and clearly naming 
it) I did obtain the knowledge thereof, which after¬ 
ward daily 1 did more and more encreafe, fothatl 
could hardly believe that any ever had fpent fo 
much money and pains in the fcarching of its ver- 
tues, for the trying of metais : yeti mull needs con- 
fefs, although happily I have made more tryal there¬ 
in than any other ; that many of its vertues arc as 
yet unknown to me. Seeing then that its vertues 
and ftrength cannot all be tryed by any man, by 
reafon of his fiiort life, although fearching an hun¬ 
dred years; and that by our merciful Father only 
to a few, and but part of the knowledge of its 
wonderful and incredible force, is granted, to the 
glory of His Divine Name, in favour of the poor 
lick, which none, how learned foever, with his am¬ 
bitious learning and craft could ever obtain. There¬ 
fore fome excellent gifts being given from the Fa¬ 
ther of lights, the Omnipotent GOD, to fome of 
His Children, gfntis^ and out of meer mercy, viz.. 
for lbni£ caufes, I cafily believe, that it is not His 
Will that it fiiall long be kept clofe, but be revealed 
to the world, to the glory of His Name, and the be¬ 
nefit of our poor neighbour- Wherefore 1 could 
not longer hold my peace, hiding my talent which 
I received gmtis y though fmall, but communicate ic 
gratis to my neighbour; but fo that the Divine my- 
llery may not be gotten by thofe ungodly abufers, 
but only by the worthy through divine favour. I 
affirm therefore expreffy, that in whole nature fuch 
a thing may not be found; for not only by its help 
all animals, vegetables and minerals may be reduced 
into very excellent and, fafe medicines, but alfo be 
brought into the firft matter; minerals and metals 
may be purified, wafhed and fixed, and fo changed 
into better bodies. That which is worthy admira¬ 
tion, that in fo vile and mean a fubjetl Ihould lye 
hid fo great vertues, by which alone without any 
other art, may be acquired riches and honours, and 
loft: health. Than which thing, what doth mortal 
man more need in his mifery, befidcs the Divine 
Word, the comfort of the foul, than for neccfiary 
fuftentation of life, foundnefs of body, and honeft 
report before God and men ? All thefe things rnay 
be had with this fubjett, fo that one need hot to in* 
volve himfclf into any other troublefomc art or va¬ 
nity of this world, having this fecret, whereby all 
necefiaries may in abundance be procured : of which 
gift that this unclean world is unworthy, I do af¬ 
firm fincerely, becaufe ft fwells with ambition and 
avarice; for which we are not able to give God the 
Donor fufficient thanks in our whole .life, where¬ 
fore I would have all what ftate or order foever ear- 
neftly admonilhed, that they do not ufe this gift from 
Heaven to the defti udion of their fouls, but in thank- 
fulnefs to Him that gave it,and every way to the good 
,of their Chriftian Neighbour- 
1 F f AW 
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Now follow the Virtues which it manifefieth in 
A'lctallicks. 

F lrft, it ( viz.-') the Philofophical Menftrue, doth 
radically diflblve all minerals and metals with¬ 
out noifc, and reduces them into very fafe and 
vvholfome medicines. Out of gold it makes pota= 
blc gold; outoffdver potable filver, and foconle- 
quently of other potable metals ; fothat it may well 
be called The Vniverfal Mercury. 

Secondly, This fecret Menftrue purgeth, wafheth, 
and tranfmuteth minerals and metals to a more noble 
fpecies; wherefore it may well be called Sapo Sapien. 
turn , by which the faying of the Philofophers is con¬ 
firmed ; Hnis & Az.oth ablrnnt Latoneni. 

Thirdly , By it all minerals and metals are matured 
and fixed, fo as that afterward the immature gold or 
filver incorporated with them , may by cupellation be 
drawn out with gain ; wherefore ’tis defervedly com¬ 
pared to Hermes feal. 

Fourthly, It makes metals volatile, and radically 
conjoyns them that they abide together, and one aift 
on the other in the fire-, it deltroys and revives, 
kills and renews ; wherefore it is compared to the 

^Fifthly, It feparates metals without any lofs, and 
that fpeedily ; butaftcr another manner than corro- 
lives, fo that each of them may be had by themfelves. 
For Example: Being about to feparate gold, lilver, 
copper, iron, tin, lead mixt; one, or two, three, 
or four of them mixt, that they may appear each 
by themfelves, without the lofs of any , you need 
not cupellate the mixture with lead, which way only 
gold and filver are gotten out, with the lofs of all 
the reft: but by this way they are all preferved, 
where by turns, one after another, they are extract¬ 
ed wonderfully and fwiftly, in half an hours time, 
by this fharp Vinegar of the Philofophers , &c. 

Sixthly, By it metals may fuddenly be mortified 
and reduced into tranfparent glafs, irreducible, and 
like Amanfa, but refervingthe propriety and nature 
of every metal : which in the reduction of Gold 
do give perfed filver •, whereby is confirmed that 
faying of the Philofophers, The corruption of one thing 
is the generation of another \ and that of Paracelfns, 
Ex ah quo fat nihilnm , & ex nihtlo aliqnid. But this 
incombuftible water, or permanent water, Ihews the 
truth of the Philofophers writings, generally mentio¬ 
ning it. In it the folution, putrefaction, diftillation, 
fublimation, circulation, afcenfion,defcenfion, coho- 
bation, inceration, calcination, coagulation, fixation 
and fermentation, &c. in their work to be done at 
one time and oneway : In which only operation all 
the colours appear of which the Philofophers make 
mention ; as the head of the crow, virgins milk, dra¬ 
gons blood, peacocks rayls, green and red lyon, &c. 
There is alfo by it demonftrated the truth (by the 
liquor Alkahefi) of that Hermctical faying , That 
xohich is above , is as that which is beneath , &c. and 
many other things are performed by its help, as 
making that fecret Sandivogian Chalybs •, alfo that 
long fought-for oyl of Talc. 

So far (courteous Reader) hath come my Expe¬ 
rience-, neither doubt 1, but by it to obtain that 
univerfal Salamander which lives in the fire. 

Thefe things which I write are true, and no fab 
lacies- And though this fecret be incredible to the 
ignorant, for the wonderful vertucs it Iheweth in the 
preparation of medicines, I would willingly pub- 


lifh it to the World for publick good, but on ccn- 
fideration I held it not meet to communicate it for 
certain canfes. But only left; the knowledge of it 
fhould perilh, and that the true (and almoft extinCl) 
medicine for the curing of difeales vulgarly incura¬ 
ble, might fiourifh, I have revealed this lecrct men- 
ftrimm to two friends, viz., its preparation and ufe. 
f See rhe preparation in Mirac. Mundi i and Apology 
again ft Earner. ] 

But do thou not think, becaufe I write of thefe 
high things, that I do intend to make common the Se¬ 
cret to all in general; not fo, but 1 endeavour to 
confirm him that fcckech, and give him occafion to 
fearch this fecret deeper ; which being found, he 
fhall not only find the truth of my words, but he 
Ih-all daily by exerdfe obtain far greater things 
than thefe. 

And becaufe I have never afpired after vain ri¬ 
ches and honours, nor never delire them ; 1 might 
well be perfwaded to leave to others, as yet not 
hating the wicked World, my troublefome labours, 
becaufe in this my painful age fiich tedious labours 
are very burdenfome ; befides Philofophy hath poin¬ 
ted me another w T ay , fo that what 1 am able I have 
determined to abftain from thefe vanities, and to 
feck a perpetual good , the life of reft but my 
counfel fliall not be wanting to thole that feek it: 
for befides moved with the former reafons, alfo feer 
ing innumerable many vain philofophers, as well 
learned as unlearned, unceflantly working, and lofing 
their time and labour, and at laft defpairing , are 
perfwaded that there is no truth in the Philolo- 
phers writings, but to be all filled with lyes and 4e- 
ceits whence royal Chymiftryisdifgraced. 

But this men fir mi m fufficeth to defend the writings 
of the Philofophers, without the metallick tranf- 
mutations; fo that I verily believe the time to be 
near, when the Omnipotent G O D, before He judge 
the World by fire, will fhew His omnipotency to 
the Nations, by the revelation of the wonderful and 
incredible things of nature; of which, tranfinutatioa 
of metals is not the leaft, which in the third part 
of this Mineral Work I fliall deliver to the laft age, 
(being acceptable to God ) to the profit of my 
neighbor, and for demonftratiori fake. Wherefore 
1 now pafs over fuch things, with a firm hope, 
that this faithful Admonition fhall be received as an 
undoubted and infallible truth. 


How the afore [aid RegulllS of the fl wers and drofs of 
Antimony , is to be iijed in the bettering of coiirfe 
Metals , fhall be Jhewn , that ART may not be a- 
bnfed. 

T HE Antimonial Regains, a radical metallick hu¬ 
mour, may help to perform wonderful things, 
for being reduced to a water without a corrofive, 
it refolveth all metals, cleanfeth, wafheth, and puri- 
fieth them, and turns them into a better fpetics. fo 
that particularly not a final] gain may be from 
thence received. Bur how it may be reduced into 
water, and how by its help metals may be refol- 
ved, volatilized, and again fixed , hath been de¬ 
monftrated by Artephius , Bafilttts and Paracelfns j 
wherefore we need not here repeat their writings, 
but refer the Reader to their works. 

But not only the Regains , biit alfo all Antimony 
may many waies be ufed in the reparation of me¬ 
tals, viz.. For the extraction ol hidden Gold, which 
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not be done without Antimony ; as flialj appear by 
the following example. When you find a marcalit 
or other ironifh folfilc, that will not yield to the 
tryal by lead, add to it three parts of Antimony, 
and being well mixt, melt them in a covered cru¬ 
cible, and being melted, pour it into a cone ; and 
when all is cold, feparate the Regsthis , which purge 
again by fire as before, and thou flialt find gold 
contained in the aforefaid foffile: And if it be in¬ 
dued with more plenty of gold, for it is not all 
drawn out at one time, viz., with the firft Regulus, 
another Regulus is to be melted , by adding more 
iron and falt-petre, which is alfo of a nature near 
to Sol. And if thefe marcalit fofiilcs are not fer- 
reous, you muft in the firft fufion, add irAn and ni¬ 
tre to them, or elfe they yield no Regulus. By the 
adding more feales of iron, more Regains is made, 
and for the fame ufe as that is, of which above in 
the fufion and feparation of extracted gold ; 
weights alfo may be made out of the drofs. And 
thus are Inf is calaminaris , marcalit, kobolt, zink, 
talc, and other fofiiles feparated, viz., containing 
gold. 

But all gold containing iron (as that of Stiria, 
Carinthia, the Granacia, and of Tranfylvania^cJ 
may this way be eafily feparated with profit, by the 
help of iron. And if the iron have no gold, yet 
if the Antimony have it, it may thence be fepara¬ 
ted by fufion with iron, viz., if it be brought to a 
Regulus. The reft of the Antimony may again 
be fufed with new iron and new glafs of more 
weight than it, but lefs than this, and be reduced 
into a Regulus fit for the following ufes. Out of the 
drofs let weights (that nothing may be loft) be 
made, that thou maift have the more gain ; as 
may appear from the following example. 

When you have the Antimony, a hundred of 
which contains two duckats, if you will feparate 
the gold •, take a hundred [weight] divided into 
three or four parts, fufe it according to art, ad¬ 
ding a little iron and fait of alhes, and reduce 
them into fmall Regulus'' s, weighing a pound or two. 
Then melt the drofs with half the weights of the 
iron in a large and ftrong crucible, and thou (halt 
have more Regulus' s about fifty pound or more, 
drofs 40 lib. which make weights of, or elfe guns, 
C?c. the reft, about eight or nine pounds, will va- 
nifh into fmoak. And fo thou haft reduced the 
gold contained in a hundred weight, into one or 
two pounds, which thou maift fublime by fire in¬ 
to flowers ( leaving the gold in the fire ) for its 
ufes, but thofe 50 or 60 pounds of the Regulus'' s 
prepared by adding much iron, they having little 
or no gold, you may mingle with tin for its beam 
ty, hardnefs and founding, to make divers forts of 
houlhold-ftufT, as platters, diflies, &c. for tin mixt 
with the Regulus looks like filver for whitenefs and 
hardnefs, and founds like it, nor is it fo eafily dul¬ 
led as unmixt. 

Now let us weigh what gain may come from 
the feparation of the meaneft Antimony. Put cafe 
that a hundred weight of Antimony be fold for 
three Royals (for fo for the molt part the Polonian 
is fold, than which, although that of Hmgariu and 
Tranfilvania be dearer, yet this hath morcgold ) to 
which add 60 pound of iron, which is fold for half 
a royal, and the charge of coals and crucibles re- 
quifite be half a royal more : the total of the ex- 
pences is four royals, for which take two duckats 
in gold, fixty pound of Regulus , eighty pound of 


drols, and one or two pound of flowers. Thofe 
60 hb. of Regulus may be fold at the price of tin, 
whereof a pound is fold for a quarter of a royal, 
and then their whole price is fifteen royals. Then 
the eighty pound of refufe made into weights, may 
ftf n- ^ ac fort y or at leaft twenty four 

millings, or half a royal, and all things being conli* 
dered and reckoned, as they ought, there may remain 
the value of fixteen royals. 

And though the Antimony fhould yield but one 
duckat, and a pound of Regulus fliould be fold at 
the eighth part of a royal, yet the remainder would 
be above fix royals: And in a day there may ea- 
lily be two hundred weight feparated by two men. 
And then luppole it fliould contain no gold (as 
fome Antimony doth not ) yet may four or five royals 
be gotten daily. 

But when you have Antimony, one hundred 
whereof contains three, four, or five duckats, and 
iron requifite to the feparation containing one or 
two ducats, then there is lo much more gained- 
Then let him that undertakes this bulinefs feck for 
the belt Antimony and iron, and he may well gain in 
a day twenty, thirty, and fometimes fixty royals. 

Af. B. And if you fliould have fo much Regains 
that you could not mix all of it with tin, for want 
thereof, then it may be. fold in parcels, fo that one 
Ife may go at a fourth part of a royal -, by which 
means the daily gain may not be diminiflied , but 
may be rather encreafed ; as may be fecn by what 
follows. The Regulus of Antimony is the mafculine 
fpecies of Lead ; whofe firft being is gold impure 
and immature : but the firft being of common Lead 
is impure and immature Silver •, as experience wit¬ 
ness j for Antimony being purged and fixt, yields 
gold, but the common lead only filver. And bc- 
caufe Antimony, which is better than common Lead, 
is called the Philofophers lend, or their fecret lead ; 
of many fo named, but known of few ; not that the 
thing is unknown, or of an unknown original, but by 
reafon of its hidden proprieties; therefore I fay that 
its vertues are not all to be known by any mortal, 
though he fhould have a hundred years to fearch 
into wonderful nature, for it is unfearchable, and 
the creator of all wonders, let him injoyn hinifelf 
filence, neither let him glory in the knowledge of 
it, who hath not made tryal of it; for in it, throuph 
it, and by it, Nature and Art do ftrive for per¬ 
fection- Of which more elfe where. 

Now follows the Vfe, 

H Aving mentioned Antimonial Regulus , which is 
Lead and better than the common- It mult 
alfo purify impure metals, walh them, feparate the 
occult Gold and Silver in them; that which the 
common Lead can do, to which, if thofe be add¬ 
ed, it attra&eth the more impure part in the Cu¬ 
pel, which it converteth into drofs, and draweth 
down with it into the porous alhes, leaving the pu¬ 
rer Gold and Silver in the Cupel: but from fome 
Tin and Copper not yielding to the Lead , nor 
willing to be walhed by it, it cannot extract their 
Gold and Silver; neither hath any one written the 
way of feparation by it. Laz.arus Erker indeed 
hath deferibed (and others alfo ) the way of fc- 
parating Silver from Tin and Iron, which is not 
to be difeftcemed if it be accidentally mixed with 
Silver, which is feparable that way, but not fo 
being generated in, and radically mixt with them’' 
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requiring other Lead, willingly embracing Tin and 
Iron, which nothing but Rtgulns can periorm. 

But feeing Tin and Iron do for the molt part? 
contain much Gold ( but chiefly Tin) viz..* infe- 
parable by the common way, it will be worth our 
pains to fcek another Lead and way of reparation ^ 
as it is apparent to Refiners, proving Tin and Iron 
by the common way on a teft ? whilft 1 in and I- 
ron melted in the Lead, do forthwith fhew their 
ftubbornnefs by innate proprieties and forfake it, 
viz., as a contrary riling to the top like drofs or 
afhes? without any reparation? Gold and Silver be¬ 
ing excepted, if accidentally mixt together, which 
are left with the Lead \ but not To being hid in 
their middle or center. But that the truth here¬ 
of may appear, I will demonftrate it by example: 
Place on a teft under a tyle 16. parts of Lead? and 
one of Tin, after the manner of proofs? give a fu* 
ling fire for to feparate the drofs:, and all the Tin 
almoft flying away, will at the bottom be burnt, 
and feparated like afhes,being fublimated on the top 
of the Lead; not deprived of its Gold and Silver 
incorporated together? which afterward I (hall de¬ 
monftrate, when all the Tin is fublimated from the 
Lead, and Calcined, and the teft taken from under 
the tyle, and the reft of the Lead poured off, and 
you (hall find after cupcllation no more Silver than 
the fixteen parts of Lead did contain before , if 
they had been cupelled without Tin *, fometimes 
lefs, fomc part being taken away by the Tin in the 
examination : the fame is done with Iron , altho’ 
thou fhouldft add Copper with glafs of Lead, to 
retain the Tin and Iron, thereby to feparate their 
Gold and Silver , you would effeft nothing : for 
although fome more Silver may hereby be extra¬ 
cted , yet that would not come from the Tin or 
Iron, but from the Copper: it may therefore be 
extracted another way, of which, hereafter. - 
In the mean while I will prove clearly, that the 
reparation of tin and iron by common lead, there¬ 
by to get their gold and filver, is of no value, 
which being left in them, are turned into afhes and 

drofs. ) ^ * 

Take any tin, and reduce it into afhes by lead, 
or agitation, on a fmooth earthen veil'd (tryed be= 
fore ? by the common way, for diftindion fake, 
which (falcine well? that the corporeal tin powder¬ 
ed, may be calcined? or being melted, may be fe¬ 
parated from the allies. Then take of thefe afhes 
one part, and of the following flux, or of that a 
little after fix parts or more; being mixt, fufe 
them in a ftrong crucible with a ftrong fire, un¬ 
til the Flux have Confumed or drunk up all the 
calx of the Tin, and of them both fhall be made 
one, viz. yellow or red Glafs? which may be try¬ 
ed with a crooked wier put in': which if it feem 
not clear, the crucible muft be covered again, and 
a greater Fire be given, until the Fire be per- 
fedt; which labour in one half hour is finillied : 
which done, pour it into a brafs mortar, afterward 
to be covered, until it be a cold, that it leap not 
out and be loft. 

Afterward powder it, which with calx of Tin, 
mix the equal weight of filings of Iron ; being 
mixt, put them into a ftrong Crucible (becaulc the 
Flux is very penetrative ) covered , and give a 
ftrong Fire for fnfion half ari hour : which done, 
pour it out, for the Tin hath made reparation, 
and reduced fome part of the Lead out of the 
Flux, linking to the bottom to be feparated when 
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it is cold, to be reduced into drofs on a teft, and 
then to be cupelled, and you fhall find grain Gold 
drawn from Tin without Silver. And if before 
you weigh the calx of Tin by the lelfer Hundred 
weight, and after that the grains of Gold , you 
may eafily conjefture how much Gold is contain¬ 
ed in the whole hundred weight of i in allies, -viz.. 
at the leaft 3, 4, 5, or 6, Fames, or half Ounces, 
if thou work arighc. 

Sec then the Fault is not to be imputed to the 
metals, but us, being ignorant of the reparation of 
the Gold and Silver. 

You fhould not perfwade your felf by this means 
to get much wealth out of Tin; for I have nor 
written this for that end, but only to demonftrate 
the poflibilitv. And if thou think that Gold will 
come out of Iron by the fluxing powder, mingle 
then filings of Iron with the Flux, before thou put 
in the calx of Tin, and thou fhalt find in fo do¬ 
ing, that Gold doth come neither from the Flu£ 
or Iron, but out of Tin then being hereby affii- 
red, that ’tis the Tin which contains Gold, rhou 
mayft confider, how moft conveniently that may 
be extrafted, viz. with other Lead, and another 
way, as fhall be hereafter taught. Neither think 
that Tin contains no more Gold than you have 
heard ; for more there is if you can wifely extract 
it: neither do I deny, that more Gold may be e.x- 
trafted out of the Tin, but more care than this is 
to be given, if you defire more plenty. But Gold 
may thence be extrafted, not only by Flux, but di-' 
verfe other wayes, in diverfe weights ; for what 
is written, is only for demonftration of the pofli¬ 
bility, that the Gold contained in the imperfeft: 
metals, may be extrafted by a fecret reparation. 

1 

The Fluxing Vocoder rcqnifitc to tins IVorl 

r 

R one part of very pare and white Sand ^ or 
Flints, having no Gold fufible; to which, add 
three parts of Litharge of Lead ; being mixt, fufe 
in a very ftrong Fire, that thereof a tranfparenc 
Glafs may be made of it, which pour out, that it 
may be cold, and reduce it to powder; which ufe 
in the aforefaid manner. But you may ask, why 
Sand and Flints are mingled , feeing they are nor 
of a metallick nature: to which I fay, the calx of 
Tin, cannot, as alfo other Fofliles be Examined 
by Lead alone, for the following Reafons, viz. 
becaufe in the Calcination of Tin, its metallick 
nature is hidden, but the impure and earthy parts 
are manifeft, wherefore it hath no longer affinity 
with Lead and other metals ’, unlefs the hidden 
parts of the lead be manifeft, and alfo other metals 
and the manifeft be hidden, for then they eafily 
embrace one the other, and are again mingled well, 
and not altered. 

What belongs to the alteration of other metals 
doth not belong hither •, for to this place only per¬ 
tain Lead and Tin, the alteration of which is de- 
monftrated by this tryal ; whereby it appears to 
be thus- 

Lead reduced into afhes, by it felf, or into Li¬ 
tharge, and deprived of its metallick form , cannot 
fo in this work be ufed without the flints or fand, 
for the following rcafon. The lead and glafs there¬ 
of made by it felf is very fnfible and volatile ; but 
the calx of tin is very difficultly fufed : which 
two calxes, although they Ihould be mingled to 
fufe in a crucible, yet would not be mingled, nor 
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being fufed, embrace one the otlier,by reafon of the 
difference of their fu'ioilicy i becaufe the calx of 
lead alone being filled by a finall lire, will perfo¬ 
rate and penetrate the crucible, the calx of T in be¬ 
ing left in the crucible : wherefore you inuft add 
find or flints to the lead, viz., to hinder its fufi- 
bility, that it may endure the fame degree of he«t 
with thofe that are difficultly fufed , and further 
their flux. For like things do mutually affect and 
embrace each other -, as water doth'water, oyloyl, 
and glafs glafs -, and metals other metals-, but wa¬ 
ter is not mingled with oyl ; neither are glades 
mingled with metals, but metals with metals, and 
glafs with glafs, whether it be made of metals or 
out of fand. Wherefore they greatly err who 
mingle the calx of metals difficultly mifcible, or 
other hard things with lead to prove or exa= 
min, not confidering that corporeal lead hath no 
affinity with them : who remaining in their errour, 
and not weighing the thing further, confcquently 
can find nothing of anv moment. 

But when the calx of metals united with lead by 
a niuhurn, as flints or fand, are brought together 
into trnnfparent glafs ; then the lead being preci¬ 
pitated and feparated from the mixture, it cannot 
be, but that the gold and filvcr contained in them 
mult be carried away with it. This is a true and 
philofophical tryal, and not to be contemned, for 
many things may be by it performed. 

N. B. But this is not to be palled by , that in 
the mutual mixture and fufion of the glafs of lead 
and the calx of tin, and other hard metals, one 
may ealTly err, viz., in the precipitation (which is 
done with the mixture of iron) of the gold with 
the lead into Keg it 1 ns, by either the cxxefs or de- 
fed, fo that nothing may be gotten, which is com¬ 
mitted in precipitation. For if the mixture ftand 
long in the fire not fufed, it is burnt, fo that it 
cannot well be feparated, and if it ftand too long ' 
fufed in the fire, the gold is attraded by the 
drofs, by reafon of the mixture of the iron, ha¬ 
ving great affinity with the gold, fo that by this 
means nothing can be gotten : wherefore the Work 
is to be done warily, and with wifdom and induftry. 
You muft have a care you burn not the Regains of 
lead with too much fire, when you reduce it into 
drofs -, for fear of attrading the gold from the 
iron, and turning it into drofs. And although this 
may by Art be prevented , yet we muft not pre- 
fently create every one Mafter of Arts, it requiring 
diligence and daily exercife, befides the reading of 
Books- But this Secret fliall other where be commu¬ 
nicated. 

This admonition then 1 give, that thou do not 
impute thy errour (if thou doft err) tome, but to 
thy felf, for what l have written is true : and do 
not thence infer an impoifibility of attrading gold 
by iron, out of lead, and of turning it into drofs, 
which is no wonder to me, though it may fo feem 
to thee. Which he who hath the knowledge of 
metals will himfelf eafily perceive. But that thou 
maift be certain, try the certainty after the follow¬ 
ing manner: Take two hundred lib. of lead, of the 
letfer weight of the Refiners, put it on a teft un¬ 
der a tyle-, add eight or ten lotom of pure gold, J 
cf tin two or three /. fix or eight of iron, viz., of the 
lelfer weight ; make them flow together an hour 
to make drofs ; as Examiners ufe to do -, then pour 
it out, and feparate the lead from the drofs, viz.. 
to cupel that which is feparated , then weigh the 


grains of gold left, and tuou (halt find halt 01 ic 
confirmed by the drofs. If this happen to corporeal 
gold and fixr. How will it be with that wifi,h ft new¬ 
ly extracted out of an imperfect metal l There¬ 
fore you muft diligently 1'earch nut the natures of 
metals, and t.icn luch cales will not feem incre¬ 
dible. 

From hence then, and other Examples mentioned 
it appears, that that reparation which is done by 
tefts and cupels, is r.ot true and legitimate , and 
confcquently, that another profitable" reparation of 
metals is to be fought -, becaufe by this the greater 
part oi gold and lilver burns into drofs, witnels 
Experience, for which caufe the former example 
was alleadged ; whither belongs the proof, v.z.. how 
much gold the drofs hath attracted, which is done 
as followeth : Hr the remaining black drofi, to which 
add a double weight of fait of tartar, put it in a 
crucible filled but to the half ( for fear of boyling 
out) and covered, that nothing fall in, under a tile 
or among live coals, one or two hours fpace to di- 
geft-, and a new Re at tins of lead fhall be precipita¬ 
ted, which feparated from the drofs, you may cu¬ 
pel, and you (hall find new grains of gold attracted 
by the iron in the drofs, and now feparated by the 
fait of tartar, overcoming the force of the iron. 
And fo you have heard from two examples, how 
in theicoftion of the feparation gold may be drawn 
out of the lead by tin and iron, and that therefore 
there is need, that gold be feparated by the A-.n- 
tnoni.ll Regains out of the afore laid metals, and not 
by lead, if you would extrad the true fubltance with 
gain. 

N- B. Gold may likewife be feparated out of the 
glafs of lead (being fir ft diflolved with the allies of 
tin ) with coal duft, adding it in the flux and Bir¬ 
ring it with ail iron wier -, and alio with common 
fulphur, by burning it on it: but the aforefaidway 
with iron, is to be preferred before thofe two which 
fpoyl the gold, &c . wherefore the remaining drofs 
is to be~gathered, which by fome abftrading fur¬ 
nace by other means may be tryed, for to recover 
the fpoylcd or loft gold and filver- 

And all thefe arc alleadged to deinonftrate that 
the gold in tin and iron is to be feparated by the 
Antimwixl Regains, and not by Lead. Rut how 
this feparation may be perfected, yon fhall hear in 
the third part, where we will treat of lead, explai¬ 
ned by Paracel fits, in his book called Cesium \J>b,lc- 
fophomm, and other artificial Chymical labours: 
wherefore here we omit it, being fuperfluous to han¬ 
dle one thing in divers places. In the mean while 
exercife thy felf in lefler things, that thou maift be 
more fit for greater when they fhall be fet forth. 
But wonder not at my liberality in publishing fo 
great fccrets, for I have rcafons for it. Such a 
burden is too much for me alone, neither doth it 
profit the Covetous to fell his goods to them which 
keep not their words, nor pay the money, after they 
have obtained their art, which hath hapned to me. 
Wherefore I have determined to communicate fome 
fecrets to all the world indifferently, that the poor 
may receive fome profit by them -, knowing that 
though 1 write plainly, yet that all will not at the firft 
view obtain their defires. For fome are fo dull, that 
they cannot imitate a work though often feen- For 
fome have often vifited me, to fee my new manner 
of diftilling , which though it was fufficiently demon* 
ftrated to the eye, yet they could not imitate it, -ti l 
with often perufals at length they have found the 
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right path- Others have left it as too hard a work, 
v\ hen it would not prefenrly fucceed, which if it hap- 
ned to thole who had an ocular dcmonftration, how 
much more difficult will it be and hard to them who 
have nothing but what they have heard or read- 
Wherefore 1 am certain, that though 1 Ihould pub- 
lifh every one of my fccrets, yet could they not be 
performed by all men, my coals and materials be¬ 
ing left fufficing for my neceffity. Wherefore I 
fear not to publifh, the next opportunity offered, 
divers profitable and excellent fecrets, viz., in favour 
of all and every one. 


As for that fpirit of fait neceiiary to this work, 
you may find it in the firfbpartof my Philofophical 
Furnaces corrected and amended ; but the way of 
feparation in the fourth part. 

And fo I finifh this work, being publifhed in fa¬ 
vour of thofe who by war (though honeft men)are 
reduced to poverty. But what things are deficient 
in this little tra<ft fhall (God walling) be delivered in 
the next (which fhall follow in a fhort time) large¬ 
ly and dearly without fraud. 

FINIS . 
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Of the 'Birth and Original of cMetals and Minerals } viz. How they are produced by the 
Starrs , and take to them/elves a body out of the Water and Earth , and are found in a 
fundry fiape. Written and brought to light for the fake of the Diligent Searchers of Nature. 


A Preface to 

Courteous Reader, 

TT V Hereas in a /owner little Book^, lately by 
m e publtfied , I mentioned this little Trail 
of the Generatioyi of Metals, and through 
want of time, c uld not hitherto make it 
publicalthough earneflly defired by men of the meaneft 
and highest condition : 1 have novo determined to jpare fo 
much time from my other l?nploy?ncnts, as to do this Work 
for the publickgood, no ways doubting, bat that (although 
this my opinion of the Generation of Metals , doth not agree 
with all the Philofophers ) yet will it get credit from, 
and the afftnt of not a few quickifigbted men. 

That which I here declare , 1, do not exhibit it with 
flattering words, or many circtimfiances, or the teflimo - 
jiics of other Writings , but with a naked andgenuin/im¬ 
plicity ^ for which 'very caufe I would not make this 
little 7 raft too prolix, but have unfolded my ?nind with 
the mofl Compendious flile that T could . But let none 
thi/^k that I endeavour to weaken and nnllifle the Opi¬ 
nions of ether ?n:n concerning the Generations of Me - 


the Reader. 

tals, and obtrude mine in the World , no, not in the 
leafl : I leave to every ?nan his free will, and the Li¬ 
berty of viewing others, who have written Monuments 
of this thing,and of comparing of them with my writings, 
that he may evidently perceive which of the two Corrc- 
fponds mofl with Nature and 7 ruth : 1 aim not at any 
Honour hereby, as if 1 were wifer than the common fort : 
Nor do I reap any benefit by making this little Book, 
but ’tis done only for this end and prrpofe. That 
caufe I have formerly written of Metalline things, and 
have alfo made mention of this little Tratt of the Birth 
and Nativity of them ) I may give light unto ?ny Wru 
tings, and render them moreeafle to be under flood for I 
jhould mofl bitterly ftjfer , if but one only flmld be lead 
into errour by my Writings, but / trufi that the light 
is fpringing up unto many, by the guidance whereof they 
will more catttionfly handle than hitherto they have done . 
Let the Benign and Adercifnl God-> our Father of all 
things, of whofe Wonders the Heaven and Earth are full, 
give unto His poor needy Children that which may tend 
to the Glory of His moPiholy Name, and to our health . 
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T Hcrc have alwaies been many, and vari¬ 
ous Opinions concerning the Original 
of Metals and Minerals, to iw>, of what 
matter they are firlt of all generated 
in the Bowels of the Earth ; and how 
come to fucli a fixity, infomuch, that a young Be¬ 
ginner in this hard Science, hath been in fufpence •, 
which of them he fliould aflent unto, and by what 
Phylofophy he fliould dired his courfe. 

And whereas, throughout the whole Univerle in 
fo many Nations, there are fo many men, both of 
high and low degree, as well Learned as unlearn¬ 
ed, who bufily feek at this day, to get their Fe¬ 
licity from the Metals; and whereas, without the 
true Knowledge of them, nothing at all of profit 
can be had ( for by what means 1 pray can any 
one convert any imperfect Metal into a better, if 
he be ignorant of what Parts it is compofed*, 
into what Parts it is to be refolved before that 
it can obtain a more Noble Form ) and that the 
Knowledge of their Generation is worthily necefla- 
ry for their Melioration; we will in a few words 
clearly evidence. What is to be confidered as to 
their Nativity. Although the whole Company of 
Phylofophers do almofl: unanimoufly teftify, ( but 
yet in fuecind, obfeure, and enigmatical Terms ) 
That Metals receive their Generation from above, 
by the force of the Stars, and are produced in the 
bowels of the Earth ; yet fome there are, who con¬ 
tend very ignorantly, and affirm, that Metals .have 
not any feed at all, as other Animal, and Vegeta¬ 
ble things have; and that ( upon this account they 
have no propogating faculty, but were produced 
fuch in the belly of the Earth, by GOD in the firlt 
Creation of things. But this Deceit is too grofs, 
and palpable, and may be met withal molt eafily, 
by daily experience, declaring the contrary. For 
when being found in the Earth, they are by the 
Miners brought to light, we abundantly, and ocu¬ 
larly perceive, that even now they daily grow, and 
will not ceafe from this motion, unlefs rob’d of 


their Vegetable Vertue and Life, by external Ac¬ 
cidents, which very thing convinceth the Opinion 
of Errour. Some there are, who teach that God, 
when he made the World, did inltil into the Ma¬ 
trix of the Earth, not the Metals thcmfelves, but 
their Seed only for its own propagation; which, 
if fo, then long ago, would this Seed have afford¬ 
ed a new harvefl of it felf f of which , no foot- 
fteps are any where extant ) by its own abfolute 
Vegetation. Know therefore, that the manner of 
the Mctallick Seed is far different from that of the 
vegetable and animal Seeds, which are perceptible 
to the fence of fight and feeling. 

For the Metals are not all together created in 
the beginning of things, but begotten in length of 
time, out of the bofome of the Elements; and on 
them, being created by the Omnipotent GOD, is 
this Command injoyned, and this Power implanted, 
that they fliould give growth to all things, by their 
Vertue and Efficacy, for accomplifliing of which 
thing, the one cannot in the leaft want the Com¬ 
pany of the other. 

For the Stars or Elements of Fire, delivers out 
the metalline Seed out of its own bowels; which 
the air carries down into the Water, that it may 
adapt to it felf, a palpable form or body, which the 
Earth (embraceing it) doth chcriih, nourifh, and 
augment from form to form, until it comes to be 
a perfed Meta], which it (at length) brings forth 
into the light, as a Mother doth her mature young 
one ; which Conception and Generation of the Me¬ 
tals, taking its Original at the very beginning of 
the World, will alwaies continue even unto its Dif- 
folution. 

For by the efficacy of the Elements, new things 
are from thence generated, and contrarily, old 
things are deltroyed; which thing is not only done 
in Metals, but moll apparently in Vegetables and. 
Animals: for none can deny , but that various 
Hearbs, and little Animals are produced upon this 
Stage, by the alone vertue of the Elements, with- 
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cut planting of the Herbs; and without the Seed 
of the Animals, which to purine. 1 could lay down 
many Documents, were it needful, but ’tis altoge¬ 
ther need lei’s, to fay any thin;; of that, of which 
none arc ignorant- And now, who will not believe, 
but that the lame ;nav be done in Mctaliicics. God 
Omripotc.x hath implanted in the Starrs, or Ele¬ 
ment of 'fire, the \\vif\ing prolifick and feminal 
venue of all things, which power it doth not keep 
fhut up within it felf, but feeds and lets it down 
by Divine appointment into the earths center, by 
mediation cf the air and the water; which fiery 
beams ccafe not, by rcafon of their implanted im- 
pulfe and vertuc, to go forward, until they do at laft 
meet with a place, beyond which it is impoffible 
for them to go, ror tan they ftay there any lon¬ 
ger, but leaping back from the center unto the cir¬ 
cumference, are difperlcd throughout the whole 
earth, chei idling and impregnating it : which thing, 
unlefs it were done, and thole fidereal vertues fhould 
remain in the center of the earth, and never flow 
upwards, nothing at all would grow upon the Earth. 
But becaufc heat, and whatfoever is of the fire, is 
endowed with this nature, to go forward as far as 
it can, and where it can go no farther, ’tis ftvuck 
back, and leaps from the center to the Superfites; 
which thing is evident in a burning-glafs, wherein- 
to when the Solar beams fall, and cannot penetrate 
the comparand polifht metal, they are dilperfedly 
forced backwards, and in thole fiery beams, whilit 
(every where ) they leap back, do in the porofity of 
the earth fnatch up, as it were, a fat humidity, ad¬ 
heres thereto, and by mutual mixtion arc coagula¬ 
ted into a certain palpable Effencc, out of which, ac¬ 
cording to the purity or impurity of the place, a 
pure, or an impure metal is with length of time 
produced; becanfe a metal doth not prefently be- 
ome ripe in the fame moment of time, but the Seed 
of the Metal is by little and little nonrifhed and in- 
creafed in the matrix of the earth, with thehcatof 
the centra! fire, until it attains its perfection. 

Like as in the generation of Vegetables and Ani¬ 
mals, it comes in ufe, whofe feed being received in¬ 
to the fuitable matrix, takes cncrcafe from thence 
by little and little, until (if no obftacles prevent) 
it obtains a predeftinated and appointed form, whence 
Tis- that according to the purity of the place the me¬ 
tals are alfo varied : For it is but one only feed out of 
which Metals and Minerals do proceed : but the 
place and other accidents are the caufe of their Un- 
likcnefs, as we fliall prove in the fubfequent wri- 
ting. 

But to fome men it will feem monftrous, that I fay 
there's a place in the middle of the Earth , the 
which nothing can pafs through or penetrate, but is 
ftopt; that which is heavy remains there, but the 
more light is carried backwards : which opinion 
ic will be worth while briefly to explain. 

In the Creation of the World, the Elements being 
as vet not feparated each from the other, but being 
a Chaos, God inftituted their feparation, and or¬ 
dained a place where the more ponderous part of 
tiie mafs lnou.d be feparated , (which is the Earth) 
which tiling is even continually done, becaufe eve¬ 
ry heavy tiling or earth knits it felf to its afligned 
point, as a Bee doth to his hive, from whence at 
length this Globe is made or born, upon which we 
inhabit: Prefently after, that which was next in 
weight, the u’ater, made its feparation from the 
other Elements,and encompafs’d thcSupcrficesofthe 


earth, having the fame center with the earth, info- 
much that if the earth were not, the water it felt” 
would have chiefly or primarily encompafied the lia¬ 
ble and founded point of Gravity or the Magnet; but 
becaufe the earth exceeding the water in ponderolity, 
doth intercede, it worthily aliiimes its appointed 
place, and takes the waters upon its back. 

Now, as the other two Elements, the lighted: of 
them, the Fire, God likewife fent to its proper aboad, 
.a place molt remotely diltant from the inferionr 
Globe of the heavy Elements; the other light Ele¬ 
ment, the Air , being the medium between the lire 
and the water, God Lath fet it between them two, 
that conltantly touching each the other, they might 
mutually circulate, cherilh, and uphold eacli the o- 
ther, until being at length diliolvcd, they are reduced 
into their own nothing, from whence they were pro¬ 
duced. 

For the Fire cannot burn without the Air, nor the 
Air be confervcd without the Water, nor the Wa¬ 
ter be nourilhed without the Earth, nor the Earth 
(being as it were dead ) bring any thing to light, 
except the Element of Fire doth firit fpiritually 
inftill thereinto its own feed, whence it is afterwards 
msde corporeally and fallibility, fuch as isneccffary 
for all growing things. 

And now, left what I have fpoken (viz., that the 
Earth hath its own center unpafiable by any tiling, 
whereinto the fidereal rays ltriking, arc contracted 
into a ftreight room, and (driven back ) from thence 
are fublimed and diftilied throughout the whole Orb, 
from which all kind of Metals and Minerals (by 
the help of the Earth and Water corporifying them) 
are produced ) may feem a fable 

Know, that this Philofophy is dcmonftrable by 
many nncontroulable reafons ; which Philofophy I 
do not my felf only embrace, but alfo many more 
have done, ’niongft whom the moft famous Sandi-vow 
is not the leaft, who writ, That in the Earths cen¬ 
ter is a vacuity, in which nothing can reft, the which 
thing even the reafon or order of Nature fee ms to 
evidence, in whofe middle point a void place is 
neceHarily requifit, into which all the vertues of the 
Stars may pour out themfelves, may mutually ope¬ 
rate upon each other, and excite a marvellous heat, 
permitting neither delay or quietude for any thing 
in that place: but from thence, even the unbroken 
vertues of the Stars are by little and little enforced 
to go back unto the circumference , where joyning 
themfelves to the moft pure earth, they exclude a me- 
tallick child ; fo that you need not wonder, becaufe 
of that moft intenfe heat that fvvays there, when as 
all the Afterifms, the Sun, the Moon, the other 
Planets, with Starrs innumerable, do into that place 
injcift their poweis with all their might. It yon 
confidcr but the folar magnitude only , being by 
Aftronomical Calculation 64 times the bignefs of 
the earthly globe (omitting to fpeak of the other 
innumerable huge bodies, that jointly caft their 
influences into the belly of the earth) what an un- 
fpeakable furious heat thinkeft thou that all thefe 
will give, which in the center of the earth mufter 
up their vertues, and make them manifeft and effi¬ 
cacious : Confider a little how much one pugil of 
the Sun-beams can do, being taken in a concave 
glafs, or a metalline ring well poliflied, or any 0= 
ther inftrument , and ftraightened into the center 
for a concavc-glafs rightly made, having hut the 
Diameter of a fpan, doth eafily burn wood, or any 
combuftible body •, but if the Diameter be two 
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fpans, it melts with the Sun,Lead,Tin, Bifmuthum, 
and other metals cafily fluxible ; if 4 or 5 fpans, 
then it mclteth Copper and Silver, and fo mollifies 
Iron, that it may be wrought upon the Anvil. If 
now experience evinceth this thing, that a little hand¬ 
ful of the beams collected and ftrengthened into a 
point, be of fo great force as to melt even metals, 
and to fume away 5 , 5 > and Arfnick, Auripig- 
ment, Koboltum, and other volatile and immature 
metals of like kind ; what thinkeft thou would be, 
if the beams were congregated the compafs of 10 or 
20 fathoms, doubtlefs they would burn up all other 
metals, except Gold, like a flame, and elevate them 
into fume ? And what are 10 or 20 fathoms, if com¬ 
pared to fo many thoufands of thoufands which are 
attributed to the Sun, whofc heat (palling by to 
fpeak of the other great Starrs ) if it were congre¬ 
gated into one place, f which is fo done in the earths 
center) what an incomprehenfible burning heat, 
thinkft thou, would be there ? verily nothing would 
be fixt enough to refilt the burning * and indeed 
there is nothing in reality that doth refilt it, whence 
ncceflarily that point is vacuous wherein nought can 
reft or remain- 

Thou wilt objeCt, that I fpeak of many things, 
but prove a very few •, for who was ever there, 
and beheld fucli a Cavity ? 1 Anfwer thus, that al¬ 

beit, there be no ocular Teftimony of this thing, yet 
naturally Phylofophy affords Teftimony fufficient, 
whereby ’tis in very deed demonftrated, that fuch 
a place there is: now none denies, that the Sun 
and Stars by their motion do inviron the terreftri- 
al Globe, and imprint their beams thereon, which 
being granted ( for no fober man will contradict 
this) it alfo follows, that thofc hot and invifible beams 
do by an innate fofee and vigor go forwards, un¬ 
til they are fomewhere ftop'd, and a further pro- 
grefs prohibited them; which thing is done in the 
middle molt point of the Earth, or all the Phylo- 
fophers are altogether Lyers, who unanimoully be¬ 
lieve, that the heat is carryed direCtly forwards, and 
not backwards: but behold an apparent Example 
of this thing : Put a Coal upon fome thick brafs, 
or iron plate, and thou (halt fee that the fide un¬ 
der the Coal will firft wax hot by the penetrating 
heat - , take off the Coal and try with thy hand, and 
thou (halt find it hurtful by the overmuch heat; 
try alfo the under fide of the Plate, and thou (halt 
find it to be but gentle warm, and after a little de¬ 
lay, try yet once again, and thou (halt find that the 
heat is gone direCtly forward, and that the under¬ 
line of the Plate is hotter than the upper part, where= 
upon the Coal lay. 

Hence thou mailt clearly perceive, that the heat 
never goes backwards, but is carried direCtly for¬ 
wards ; which being fo, thou lhalt be enforced to 
confefs minis volem , that in like manner the Aftral 
heatfticks notintheSuperfices of the earth, but pier* 
ceth even to the very bottom center. 

Well, but thou wilt again objeCt, If the Sun¬ 
beams defeends through the earths thicknefs, even to 
the very center, Whence is it, that the whole earth 
grows not hot thereby, or atleaft fo warm as it is 
on the fur face? for’tis found by experience, that the 
digg’d-up earth is not warm, but cold, and no heat¬ 
ing beams are therein perceptible. Take this for 
an anfwer, That the difperfed beams of the Sun do 
not difplay their efficacy, but only in thofe places 
where they are collected and become fenfible; a 
hint of which you may obferve in the earths fur- 
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face it felf; where a fpeedier paflage being not per¬ 
mitted, but through the hardnefs of the ftones, and 
its own denfity, there being a flop and obftruCtion 
the heat becomes duplicated , and manifcftly aug! 
mented, infomuch, that in all very hard rocks and 
clifes there is fometimes created fo great a heat by 
the continual Conflux and Condenfation of the Sun¬ 
beams, that if accidentally, wood or fuel be laid 
thereto, it burns and flames up, which never hap¬ 
pens in a thin and porous Aire ( how near foever 
to the Sun ) it being uncapable of ftoping thofe 
beams; for by how much the higher you afeend 
into the Aire, by fo much the more intenfc (hall 
you find the Cold to be; infomuch that the moft 
Touring Mountains, altho’ pofited in warm Coun¬ 
tries, are alwaics covered with Froft, Ice, and 
Snow, when as in the bottom of thofe Hills, the 
Ground is very warm, and brings forth varieties of 
Fruit, although it be more remote from the Sun i 
T he caufe of which Cold in the Tops, and of 
Heat in the Bottom, only confifts in the reflection 
of the folar Beams, which are ftayed and multi¬ 
plied below; which thing cannot at any rate be 
done in the Fire that is above. 

Thefe beamshaving firft palled the fuperfices of 
the Earth, where they were a while joined and mul¬ 
ti ply ed, are by little and little debilitated, and re¬ 
turn to their fimplicity; whence it comes to pals, 
that that part of the Terrene Globe, which is furtheft 
diftant from the Centre , hath as little heat, as 
the Aire on high : but if it were poflible to afeend 
higher, and nearer to the Sun, the heat would bv 
little and little be encreafed, and be found greateft 
at the Sun it felf: In like manner may a Compari¬ 
son be made about the Earths heat, which near the 
Surface is very faint, but nearer the Centre, more 
and more encrcafing ; (there being its Scat and Col¬ 
lection; fo that the middle Earth, between the 
Sun ( from whom the heat flow ) and the Centre 
where the whole being gathered together, is reper- 
cufled, may defcrvcdly be efteemed the coldeft part j 
of which truth, a certain demonftration is readily 
produceable. 3 

For when in the hotteft day of Summer, watry 
Clouds are elevated by the Winds, higher than 
ordinary, they are made pure Ice by the force of 
a moft intenfe Cold, which fall down in little bits 
of that form or fhape, which they were imprinted 
with by the Aire, to the great detriment of Vege¬ 
tables; and is by us call'd Hail, and fo cold, that 
we are not able long to hold it in our hands, and 
ufually lies fome daics in the Suns heat ere it melts 
by the warm Aire, and returns into Water. 

Now then if there were not a greatCold in the mid* 
die Region of the aire ; whence is it,that thofe Clouds 
are fo frozen ; and who knows how great the Cold 
is, where the Aire, in its own middle point, is 
moft of all cold; doubtlefs it is fo great, that no 
living thing is able to live therein the twinkling 
of an eye, but would incontinently be tranfmuted 
into a ftone, even as we have frequently percei¬ 
ved the earthy Exhalations born up on high into 
the middle Region of the Aire, to have been there 
coagulated , and compacted into the moft hard 
ftones, and fo to have fallen down ; and not on¬ 
ly ftones weighing fome pounds, but alfo metals 
too, and chiefly iron of a great weight, reprefent- 
ing the fhape of many conglomerated drops, have 
been in that part of the Aire condenfed out of 
dry Exhalations, and thrown down thus concreted ^ 

H h the 













Part I 



The Second Part of 


the which thing others have handled more at large ; 
whence ’tis fufficiently evident, that the Sun-beams, 
in fuch places as they can freely pafs through, with* 
out any impediment, give not any heat from them- 
felves: but only where they arc detai ned and fixtj 
and by how much harder the detaining matter is, 
by fo much it caufeth a better heat- Thou alfo 
feeft that Wood, or any porous Body never con¬ 
tracts from the Sun, fo great a heat, as a ftone doth ; 
nor doth a ftone, fo much as a metal, although all 
placed the one by the other, to the Suns heat ; the 
caufe of which diverfity, doth alone confift in the 
pores, of which fome bodies have more, fome lefs; 
thereby granting a more fpeedy paflage to the heat ; 
for ’tis ( as I have often faid ) the property of the 
heat, to haften direCtly forwards, as long as’tis not 
impeaded, and extreamly unwilling to go back. A 
Tcftimony whereof, as well the Kitchen Fire, as the 
Solar, or Fulminous Fire affords unto us;' for if 
any body fitting near the Fite, hath cafually in his 
pocket, any metal, be it a key, knife or money, the 
heat ( eafily penetrates the thin Garments ) lights 
upon the metal, whereto it adheres and augments ; 
and gets fo much heat, that fometimes it cannot 
be held in the hand; but the cloathing, although 
nigher the Fire, is fcarce gently warm ; the fame 
thing ufually falls out in Thunder, whofe Fire, be-- 
caufe itflyes very furioufiy, if it hath not room to 
pafs the pores of folid withftanding bodies, it dif- 
lipates and diffolves them in a moment, and leaves 
porous bodies whole, which Lightning, often melts 
the fword in the fcabbard, or money in the purfe, the 
Receptacle of them being whole: It alfo breaks 
the hollow and marrowy bones of Animals, the flefh 
remaining whole and found; the Caule thus, for 
that this fulminous heat moft fwiftly penetrating, 
is deprived of time to penetrate, and warm a me¬ 
tal by degrees, and will not return backwards, con¬ 
trary to its own nature, and therefore fubdues and 
conquers the weaker Element by force and power; 
for Fire only is the moft potent of the Elements, 
and knows not how to yield to the other three, but 
they arc compelled to ftoop to it, with which pri- 
viledge the faid Fire is from God endued, even from 
its very infancy. 

In the fame and like manner is it with the Sun’s, 
Moon’s, and other Stars heat, and occult Vertves, 
which by their efficacy, haften on forwards fo long, 
until they meet with that which they cannot pene¬ 
trate, where making a ftand, and heated as it were 
together, are compelled to go back, fearching after 
a place to reft,and become corporeal; for the chiefeft 
heat being in the Earths Centre, gives not any delay 
to any thing, but continually drives back, what flows 
thither, into the porous and moift Earth, where the 
Beams being fublimed and hidden, may cloath them- 
felvcs with a fenfible Corporeity, and proceed from 
one degree to another, until they arc well conco- 
fted into perfedt Metals, no impediment interven¬ 
ing. 

But let me not be miftaken by any one, as if it 
’twere my Opinion, that in the Centre of the Earth, 
the fiery place is conftitute, of which the Scriptures 
make mention ; for 1 have nothing to fay as to that 
place; nor defire to know ought concerning it. 
This place which I deferibe, is difeovered to us by 
natural Phylofophy, but that place the Scripture 
makes mention of, 1 leave to Theologifts, by which 
they may terrify the wicked Multitude , that they 
precipitate not themfelves ralhly, and by Troops 
thereinto. 


And now becaufe the Hellifh Fire is here mention¬ 
ed, I cannot omit to blaft the moft unfound Opinions 
of fome putatitious Doctrines thereabouts : There 
are in many places found Mountains, belching forth, 
with huge force, flames, fumes, allies, and ftones: 
In Europe , is the Hill ts£tna of Sctc Hi a ; in Illand, 
is Holla, behind Norway -, there’s alfo Vefttvius^ ad* 
joining to Naples , and many more other places in 
other Parts of the Earth ; fome part of which con¬ 
tinually burn and fume; others at certain times and 
intervals; which places, many account for the fu- 
mings of Hell. 

But verily this cannot be rational, bccaufe thofe 
burning Mountains have a natural Original, and 
Caufe of Fireing, kudwn but to very few ; for in 
in fome places are found Mountains wholly Sul- 
phure which being kindled, either by the Central or 
Elemental Fire of Thunder, or any other accident 
cannot but burn, and when fuch a Mountain hath but 
once taken Fire, and begins to burn, who can re- 
ftrain the burning; no body, becaufe of the great- 
nefs of the Fire, and danger of what may happen, 
being therefore left to it felf, it feeds downwards, 
being never deftitutc of matter fit for the Fire- 

And now if any one underftanding by the Monu¬ 
ments of the Antients, that thelje Mountains have 
burned for fome Ages, yea, and for Thoufands of 
Years, fhould wonder, whence Fuel fufficicnt for 
that Fire fhould be had, let him know, that this may 
eafily be done; that a Mountain fhould burn with¬ 
out intermiffion, not only for the magnitude of the 
Terrene Globe, in which a mountainous Wax, or 
Bitumen , Brimftone , and fuch like Combuftiblc 
Things abound : But alfo, becaufe of the never- 
interrupted Motion of the Stars, whereby they ne¬ 
ver ceaie replenifliing the Earth with their ouollow- 
ings, and generating ( befides Minerals ) fuch Com* 
buftible matters as tliefc, augmenting and cherifh- 
ingthc Fire. 

But they endeavour to confirm their Opinion by 
the lamentable Howlings, which at fome times are 
heard nigh thofe Mountains ; which Cryes, the 
credulous Vulgar People report to be of the Souls, 
which are loft: But thefe are but Trifles ; for 
thofe Out-cryes are then only uttered, when the 
Mountains endeavour to throw out much Fire, other- 
wife they burn and fume very gently, which as foon 
as the Adjacent Inhabitants perceive , they well 
know, that they ffiall fhortly have an Harveft of 
a flies, fire, & ftones, out of the Mountains: and that 
they may avoid the hazard and danger threatned 
by the Fire, they carefully keep far enough off. 
And for the moft part, a great Quantity of the Sul- 
phure is prepared in the neighbouring parts, where¬ 
by the needy get their food, by digging it up, 
purging it from its Impurities, and preparing it for 
humane ufes; but as to the Cryes, it feems to be 
nothing elfc in my opinion, but only the Fire break* 
ing forceablc through the ftreight Channels, the 
hard Stones and Caverns, and produceing thereby a 
dreadful found, which they commonly call Ejula- 
tion,or Howling- They alfo add, that about thofe 
fiery Mountains, Ghofts, Vifions, and Spirits ufually 
appear vifibly. This alfo is true , and Grounded 
upon Nature, but yet thou canft not prove that they 
are Devils and infernal Spirits; there being even 
otherwhere feen, and found diverfe Spirits in the 
Bowels of the Earth, being Monfters not unwont¬ 
ed, or ftrange to fuch as dig, or are Miners, by 
which they are frequently injured ; yea, and lome- 
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times deftroyed, lamed or infeded ; fometimesthefe 
fpirits are hurtlefs and idle fpedators,or playing with 
the workmens implements-, or even labour themfelves 
not in the leaft filling their Pockets, how ftrongly fo= 
ever they Ihew themfelves bent upon /their work- 
But fuch fpirits appear in various forms, oftentimes 
refembling an Horfe, a Dog, or other Beaft, fome- 
times a Dwarf-like crooked man} frequently they ap¬ 
pear doathed with an afliy Cowle of a Monhj y they 
ufually are Teftimonies of great Felicity and rich 
Mines; fometimes they do great mifchief,by choak- 
ing the Miners with a wicked habit,or throwing them 
headlong into the Pits, by rcafon of whofe malice 
many of the rich Mines are unavoidable left undigged, 
they boldly defending their hidden Trcafures- 

Let thefe things concerning the fpirits, about the 
burning Mountains, or thofe remaining in the profun¬ 
dity of the Earth,and appearing in the feveral fhapes, 
be fpoken by way of Parenthefis. And now I return 
to the thing in hand, and will demonftrate, that there 
is nothing of Community betwixt thefe burning Mourn 
tains and the central or infernal fire , but that thefe 
blowout a chick and material.fire ; which 1 thus prove. 

Firft of all, Thefe Mountains do at fometimes ceale 
to burn, breathing out fmoak only between whiles 
more copioufly : fometimes they dye and expire 
through want of fuel to fupply them- 

But the central fire can never be either diminifhed 
or vanifii as long as the fun Ihines and ftarrs gli- 
fter, and fend down their vertucs into the earths 
centre. Even as the infernal Fire fiiall never ex¬ 
pire, the Scripture thus teftifying, wherefore that fire, 
though a moft furious Mountainous fire > cannot be 
either of thefe two, but is meerly material, fubjed 
to encreafe and decreafe, and its food defifting, 
plainly extinguilheth : Befides, the fire of thofe Moun¬ 
tains heats not fervently, but for the greateft part 
fmoke obfeurely ; but the adjoyning Earth is very 
hot, for the fpace of fome miles, fo that you can¬ 
not long Hand there without injuring your feet- 
The Waters alfo which flow down from them, are 
boyling hot, and manifeftly fmell of fulphur a good 
Portion whereof they have within themfelves. 

Befides thefe flaming and fmoaking Mountains,there 
are fometimes found other Denns or Caverns, breath¬ 
ing forth neither Flame nor Fume, and yet a great 
heat, which is another kind of fire, which is largely 
treated of in the Chronicles of Metals , where a- 
mongft other things, this is alfo added ; That on a 
time a Wind gaping, arofe in a certain Mountain, 
and fent forth a huge heat, and in the night only 
was fome fplendor perceptible, afeending towards 
Heaven, and fometimes a breathing heat was only 
obferved. 

On this a curious Moti\ was in himfelf perfwaded 
to let down into the cranny, a pot, bound on an Iron 
Chain, with intent to draw up fome molten Gold, 
which he believed to be thereunder, which when ic 
came to touch the firtf, it prefently melted and fell 
down, the which in like fort burnt away like Chaff, 
with a good part of the Chain alfo, and was ejeded 
and thrown up again in the form of a fume, with a 
great noife and crack, but the Monk hardly fcap’d 
with his life, the gold being left behind in the Hell -, 
but thou mailt readily divine what fort of fire this 
was, which reduced the Pot and Chain into fume in 
the twinkling of an eye, that ic was not a material 
fire, becaufe void of fmoak, but the aftral fire. 

It is well known to the Miners, that the central and 
gehennal fire doth oftentimes afeend the high parts of 
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1 the Mountains, and warm them, and there cherilh and 
maturate the metals: which Caverns, when in their 
fearchingfor Metals, they come nigh unto, they feel 
too much heat, that they are evenagainlt their wills 
compelled to defift. But this heat, although indeed 
in the adion of the growing, Minerals doth ufually 
excite and make great enough ; yet for the greatclt 
part it derives its Original from the central fire, and 
this central from the Starrs. But after what manner 
and reafon the flarrs beget the central fire, and this 
generates the Minerals and Metals, I will demonftrate 
to the unknowing as briefly as I can. 

Thus therefore ftands the cafe: We read in Mofes, 
in the firft of Gene/is , that God, when he made the 
World out of the confufed Chaos , did give the E- 
lements their original firft, and afligned to Earth its 
proper place, and injoyned on earth its Office to be 
done', but by what means they are preferved by 
the interceding perpetual Circulation, natural Phi- 
lofophy doth demonftrate. It will not therefore be 
to our purpofe to treat prolixly of them, but on¬ 
ly of the rife and nativity of metals, will 1 com- 
pendioufly fpeak as far as I know of them, viz., in 
what manner the metallick kind draws its original 
from them, together with its encreafe and augmen¬ 
tation, and how having arrived to the top of their 
perfection, they come to their end- 

I have a little before demonftrated, that the fu» 
periour element of fire, as the Sun, Moon, and the 
other Starrs, fend down their invifible vertues and 
fiery beams into the earths center, where they are 
congregated, and caufe huge heat, and being not 
permitted there to reft, leap back again, and are Scat¬ 
tered throughout the univerfal Globe, and impreg¬ 
nate it with various and wonderful Crefccntials,which 
are called Minerals by the Philofophers, cherifliing 
and perfecting them in various forms- The rcafon 
and manner of which thing I will here in a few 
words unfold. 

Every fpiritual thing, come it from whatfoever 
body it will, is invifible and impalpable, nor can any 
thing be made of it alone, but it’s forced to remain 
a fpirit, until it meets with a fubjed whereto it 
may adhere, be united, and by the benefit thereof 
be turned into a Corporeal Nature, and pure, an- 
fwerable to the purity of the fubjed and fpirit, the 
fpirit is in the room of feed -, but the fubjed an- 
fwers to the earth or matrix in which the fpirit is 
concoded, into a fenfible body fuitable to its own 
nature. But’tisto be known, that the manner of 
Metallick conception and generation, is far different 
from that of the Vegetable and Animals: For in moft 
Vegetables that have arrived to their perfection, na¬ 
ture works out a feed for a farther propagation and 
encreafe, being the moft excellent part of the herb, 
which at the Springs Entrance being committed to 
convenient earth, produceth a new plant in all points 
like unto the former, from whence it fprang, by 
which doing new feeds of the fame plant, are always 
conferved. Although indeed fome plants are not 
propagated by the feed, but by the root. Yet they 
are very few, and in fuch, the root it felfferves in- 
ftead of feed. And that in fome places Plants grow 
out of the earth , without the alliftance of either 
feed or root, its done by the help of the Elements, 
in whom the fame force of impregnating the void 
earth and production of Plants, is at this Inftant, 
as was at firft, when they generated and brought 
them forth in the beginning of the World. In like 
manner is there a twofold produdion of Animals, 

H h 2 the 








120 


The Second Tart of 


the one done by a proper fperm, by which they are 
propagated, the other is a production of fome lit¬ 
tle Animals, upon the world’s ftagc, even without 
Sperm, by putrefaction only, and the mutual adtion 
and paflion of the Elements. 

Thefe two waies have footing alfo in Minerals, 
the one is the Univerfal impregnation made by the 
Starrs in the beginning of the world , the other is 
Daily. And even as the firft generation of Vegeta¬ 
bles and Animals is to be accounted far more excel¬ 
lent than that which is accidental and quotidian, fo 
is it with Minerals likevvife- As fome Vegetables ar¬ 
rive to their perfedtion, and perilh fooner than other 
fotne, fo do metals and minerals alfo ; and by how 
much the fooner and quicker growth they have , by 
fo much the fooner do they perilh ; and fo on the 
contrary. And as a rational and movable Animal is 
a thoufand times in his nobility and fixity beyond a 
Vegetable, fo alfo doth a Mineral, by reafon of his 
fixity, far tranfcend any Animal; which wants an im¬ 
mortal foul. 

Now when the Vegetables, Animals and Minerals, 
fatally terminating their period, are corrupted , and 
return into a nothing, each Element takes to it felf 
what is its own- The Starrs, the Spirit, the Earth, 
keeps the body which it formerly gave, and the Prin¬ 
ciples of the thing do each return unto their Foun¬ 
tains from whence they at firft did flow. 

And in this manner is there perpetual Death 
and Regeneration of things, by the teftimony of 
Experience. 

There are many ways by which Metals are brought 
to light, viz.. by huge Fires: if by Accident and 
Carclefhefs of Shepherds, a Wood catcheth fire, the 
Earth by reafon of the intollerable heat Gapes, and 
the molten Metal flows forth and is detected: fome- 
times alfo vehement Earthquakes difeover them.. 

Befides, the Veins of Metals are found out when 
deep Wells and pits are digged,or by the Plowing in 
the Fields, they are fometimes dig’d up, and their 
Veins difeovered: ftrong Rivers walhing away the 
Earth and Sand, do fometimes open their Veins-, the 
Fruits of which being found in the Banks, give caufe 
of fearching after them- 

They are alfo difeovered by means of an Animal, 
even an Horfe, by pawing with his foot, beating away 
the Earth uncovers the V ein,which happen’d at Gojla- 
ria in Ramelsbug ; even Hogs fearching after Acorns, 
have diged up Mine-pits; or a pure Metal lifts up it 
felf into the Aire in the likenefsof a Reed, by which 
means the exceeding rich- Mines of Silver at Kutten- 
btrg in Bohemia , was by a Monk manifefted to the 
World, who walking in the Wood gathered a Silver 
Reed growing out of the Earth, and put it in his 
Cowle, and declared the thing in the Convent. 

Sometimes alfo moft vehement ftorms pulling up 
very great Trees by the roots do open veins. Moft 
frequently a Corrufcation gives undoubted teftimo¬ 
ny of Veins, which being‘enkindled by the warm 
air, runs a long fome fpace, in the likenefs of a 
blew flame; nor is the finding out of the procefs of 
Veins (not lying over-deep buried) very difficult if 
you rightly confider, for they continually breath forth 
a warm Sulphureous vapour, upon which, not only 
the Grafs growing is thincr than is elfwhere wont to 
be , but even the Trees that grow upon them are 
dwarf-like, have paler and thiner Leaves than other 
Trees elfewhere planted have. 

Likewife where the Dew, Hoar-Froft, fooner melts 
and vaniflieth, ’tis a teftimony that a Metal is there- 
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under *, the caufe of which melting, is the warm va¬ 
pours afeending from the Veins. 

But that teftimony which the moft imploy them- 
felves in,in Peeking by anHazel rod(which my felf have 
many times experienced) is fallacious and uncertain- 

This is the Work of the Art, if any one conjoyn- 
ing Metals in the Fire under a certain conftellation, 
melt them iuto an eledtrum and make of them a lit¬ 
tle Ball, perforated in the middle, wherein a wand 
of haze! of one years growth wanting little boughs, is 
to be implanted, which carry ftreight out before thee 
where thou conjedtureft Metals to be, when the little 
Ball, bows the Rod & bends towards the ground it is 
without doubt that thereunder are metals, & that the 
labour undertaken about them will not be in vain. 

This teftimony proceeding from the Natural and 
infallible foundation of Philoi'ophie, is dcfervcdly to 
be preferred before all other Arts concerning the 
finding out of Metals. 

Nor mayeft thou wonder thereat, for we are un¬ 
acquainted with moft things ; who is it that can cer¬ 
tainly unfold why the Magnet atradts Iron, and heat¬ 
ed Amber attradls Straw, Grafs, Thread and other 
Vegetables? the whole Earth is full of unfearchable 
Wonders and Secrets of GOD which are to be 
diligently obferved by us. 

Now as to the caufes, why fo many kinds of Me¬ 
tals are generated fo unlike amongft themfelves; 
fome think one thing, and fome another; many 
will that the Seven Metals onely have their produdt 
from the Seven Planets, viz.- Lead from Saturn , Tin 
from Jupitur i Iron from g . Gold from the Cop¬ 
per from 2. Quick-filver from 5 . and Silver from 
the Moon ; but I am not of that Opinion ; for how 
can the Sun, j, or any other Planet feek out to it 
felf in the profundity of the Earth, a peculiar place 
where to fow its Seed, and procreate a Metal con¬ 
formable to it felf; whereas we fee that no Metal 
is digg’doutof the earth, alone, but alwayes mixt 
with others; for thou lhalt never find Lead but 
there is filver in it, more or lefs; no Tin is dig’d 
or walhcd out but it hath Gold and Silver; all Cop¬ 
per and contains Silver, and fometimes much ® 
which is neither conceived of, or believed by the 
Metallurgifts, nor is ever Gold found without Sil¬ 
ver or Copper, and > is very feldom void of © or 
other Metals; but if each Planet Ihould generate 
its own Metal, how comes it that another is ad- 
joyned to it? I fpeak of thofe Metals only, which 
are either folely contained in their own Veins, or elfe 
are found and waffit out in grains in the Earth or 
Sand, either pure or mixt with ftones. 

I exclude thofe which are (two or three mixt 
with each other) each in his own proper Vein, and 
are a burden or impediment, to one another, as 
Metallifts fpeak, and are often carried along a great 
while together, and not feldome do come together 
making one Vein, and are by and by feparated and 
difperfed into various little Veins; and now, if each 
Planet Ihould create his own proper Metals verily he 
would alfo chufe his own place , and would not 
fuffer anotherto poflefs his proper neft, and difturb 
his operation. 

But let us allow to each his proper Metal, and 
then what Starr Ihould we affigne to Bifmuth Co¬ 
bolt, 5 and Zink for their Generator, they being un- 
defervedly excluded from the Metalline Company, 
wherewith they are nearer affined then 2, being fu- 
fible with other Metals, and brought to ufe by the 
Artificers hand, which with 2 Cannot be done ; in¬ 
deed 
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deed fome are to be found alone, In Veins, as Lead 
and Silver, but © being any where found and clcan- 
fed from every Mineral, and walhed out of the Sand, 
yet never wants Silver and Copper-, Tin and iron are 
alfo gotten out of the Sand, and Earth in fmallpieces, 
never lirnple, but mixt with ftonc thefe grains or 
pieces yield the molt Excellent Tin, (Called by the 
Germans Stiffen jin) and for the moft part contains 
more Gold than that which is digged out of the 
pit, Becaufe while thofe litle granulated ftones are 
walhed out (fetottter oj sintranpen) many granula¬ 
ted ones containing much Gold, commix themfelves 
therewith, and are excocled and melted together with 
the Tin; in like manner the little grains of Iron 
yield the molt Excellent Iron. The Miners find 5 
either runing or inclofed in a Red Hone but to be 
excoCted and vivified by Art * fometimes alfo Copper 
is found in very littie ftones (IKccatiplcin) like the 
Angulated Piris Stones ; otherwife all Metals grow 
in their own Mines or Veins of the Mountains, out 
from whence being gotten with greateft labour and 
coft, together with hazzard of life, are purged from 
the Mine, by beating, wa(hing,and melting; but how 
each are to be known, exploded, digged, beaten, 
walhed, melted, and feparated from heterogeneous 
things, is copioufly demonftrated by the moft Fa¬ 
mous and Antient Metallifts, George Jgncola and La¬ 
zarus Erker, 

I do therefore conclude that Metals,and Serrtime- 
tals or Minerals, have their birth from one common 
Seed, but are by accident fevered into various forms 
and Ihapes. 

For the Vertues of the Stars being jointly carri¬ 
ed into the Centre of the Earth, do not remain a- 
lone, but being mixt each with the other, goe back 
into the Caverns of the Mountains, Peeking a place 
of Reft, where they may make themlclves a Body ; 
which if it be pure, makes alfo a pure Metal, if 
impure, an unpure Metal ; and fuch place is moft 
like unto a Matrix, conceiving Seed from the Male, 
which if it forms into a body, cherilheth, and be¬ 
ing excoCted to maturity , perfects it. Now the 
Aftral Spirits fupply the room of man-like fperni, 
which being received into the moift Earth, in Ca¬ 
verns, as in a Matrix, is nourilhed, and falhioned 
into diverfe metallick Forms, and palpable Bodies, 
according to the purity of the place. 

Hence alfo ’tis evident. That various kinds of 
Metals are generated out of one Seed accidentally, 
bccaufe the Metals, whilft in being, do grow riper 
by little and little, and are more and more melio¬ 
rated, and daily experience doth deraonftrate, that 
they are nobilitated, not only under the Earth, but 
even above it. Hence ’tis, that the Miners dig- 
ing out an immature Mineral, as Bif/nuth, Cobal- 
r«w, or Zincl ^examining it, as they do filver, and 
finding nothing , fay, that they came fooner there 
than they ought, which Minerals being expofed to 
the Aire, and then exploded, and tryed after 
fome years, are found to contain much filver. 

On this account I affirm, That if the common 
Seed of Metals, had alwaies a clean , and fitting 
Matrix, and no accidental impediments interve¬ 
ned, nothing clfe but Gold (the higheft perfection 
of metals) would be generatedand that this is 
Natures intention, alwaies to bring to perfection, 
what flie hath begun : but Gold only attains this 
ftate, all the reft remaining imperfect* but it ffiall 
be clearly demonftrated in the Third Part enfuing, 
that by genuine Alchumy, even they may be ad¬ 


vanced to the fame degree, which if it could not 
be demonftrated , that imperfect Metals might by 
Art, be brought unto perfection, and by Induftry, 
and the Fire; it might be very probable and cre= 
dible, that each Metal had his own appropriated 
Seed and Planet. 

But now , if common lead pofleffing but little 
filver, by the ufual trying of the Cupel, may, by 
the benefit of maturating Salts , be fo far perfec¬ 
ted by a ffiort digeltion, as to yield much filver* 
and by a longer digeftion or fixation, to yield, 
even Gold it lelf, which it had not in it before 
£ Conf ,, Part 3 d.~] ’tis evidently perceptible, that 
’twas not Nature’s intent, that Saturn fliould fo 
remain in his Saturnine Eftate, but that he fliould 
be made Silver and Gold. 

The other imperfect bodies may alfo be matura^ 
ted by digeftion, that they lhall yield forth fixt 
Gold and Silver. 

In like manner the fpurious Metals or Minerals, 
as 5 Coboitj Zinck-, Bifmuth , and others of that 
kind may be fo fixed, as to be behind them, in 
the Cupel, good Gold and Silver, which is molt 
plainly done in the Third Part. 

Thus thou feeft, That ’tis not Natures Fault, 
that there is fo many imperfect Metals -, but ’tis 
to be imputed to external Impediments* for if 
that Gold lay not hid in the Potcntia in the im¬ 
perfect Metals, by what Art could it be reduced 
into adion ? 

Art cannot : create either Gold or Silver, but 
Nature can , and yet doth not alwaies accomplilh 
it upon the Earth without the induftry of Art: 
When a Gardner fuff'ers the feed and root of the 
Plant to wither, nor commits it to the Earth, that 
it might be perfected ; ’tis not the fault of the 
feed, but the Gardner, who fullers it, that it comes 
thus to perifh. Nature doth very often want help, 
as appears in the fruits of Animals, and Vegeta¬ 
bles; and why may not help be neceflary and pro¬ 
fitable in metalline products, where, by the Artifi¬ 
cers ingenuity, they may be holpen- ’Tis evident 
then, that Nature aims, as well to make Gold out 
of Minerals, and bafer Metals, as to make a Man 
of an Infant; or a Tree of a Nut: and if it be 
otherwife, it is not to be imputed unto her, but 
to external Accidents. 

Now I fuppofe that I have fnfficiently proved by 
thefe things, that all Metals proceed out of one 
feed and root; and may be reduced thereinto, and 
alfo, that Minerals may be compared unto the firft 
buding of Vegetables, imperfect Metals to Semi¬ 
adult , or half ripe Plants; but Gold to perfect 
feed or fruit, brought by Nature unto its end or 
bound- 

But this is to be underftood of the llniverfal 
Birth, and Generation of Metals; which for the 
greater part, drawing their Original in the profun= 
dity of the Earth out of the Central feed, do grow 
in Caverns and Veins, and increafe together into 
various forms, and are from thefe digged out with 
great cofts, hazards, and labour. 

Now there’s another Generation actuated in a 
plainly-diverfe manner, without the Central com¬ 
mon, and propagated feed, done upon the Earths 
fuperficies, by the Operation of the Stars above* 
yet ’tis the leaft part of Metals, that are thus 
generated. It hath been faid, that there is a two¬ 
fold manner of Generation, nature makes ufe 
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of in Animals and Vegetables, and fo its in Metals- 
The Firlt is moll frequent and notable, the ei¬ 
ther is rare and infenlible: The one is done in 
Plants , by the preparation of the feed or root; 
the other flrongly perfected by the influence of the 
Stars, and the Elements efficacy and power : for 
Example, If Rain-water, being received into fome 
Vcflel, exhales in the heat ot the Sun, or of the 
Aire, an Earth remains, which by an innate pow¬ 
er, produceth various little Plants, little Animals, 
fmall Worms and Flies, without the accefs of feed. 

The fame happens in Metals, when the Sun, or 
any other Star operates upon the moilt Earth ; 
the aftral Vcrtucs arc congregated, and being made 
corporeal, do exhibit diverfe Minerals and Metals, 
according to the purity ot the Matrix, or moifl 
Earth; where the Water is inftead of the Matrix, 
and the Stars iuflead of the Father, or Seed : like- 
wife , it is not pofliblc for Metals to be generated 
in the Centre, where all things are dry, but far 
off from that place, where the Waters moiften the 
Earth, and with which the Central Spirits can join 
themfclves, and pafs into Bodies and Metals. 

For a dry fpirit cannot coagulate himfelf into a bo¬ 
dy, by reafon of his drynels, but wants a fit fubj^ft, 
from whence to take its body, which is Water : as 
foon as ever the fulphureous fpirit is mixt with 
the water, it is no more common water, but the 
rudiment and beginning of a metallick generation cal¬ 
led 5 by the Philofophers, not the vulgar being alrea¬ 
dy made metalline, but a vifeous wacer, which the 
mctallurgifls call Gur or a fermenting fpume, which 
if contained in a convenient place, and Cheriihed with 
the due Central' heat, and an humidity, is in length 
of time maturated into a metal. 

The Conception therefore, and generation of me¬ 
tals is not only in the profundity of the earth by the 
mediation of the central fpirits carryed upwards, 
butalfo in the fuperficcs by the liars calling their 
invilible beams into a fubtle, and fat earth where 

they are held, and become Corporeal. 

For the fidcreal fire never ceafeth to infufe its vir¬ 
tues into the earth, and to Impregnate it with vari¬ 
ous prod lifts of vegetables, animals,and minerals, ac¬ 
cording as it meets with a matrix,nor is this done only 
in the earth as being moll fit for metallick generati¬ 
on, but even in the air in thick Clouds, do they a<ft 

the fame thing. . . 

Truly we frequently lee that not only little Ani¬ 
mals, as Palmer-worms,Catcrpillars,Frogs & other in¬ 
fers are there conceived and thence excluded, and de¬ 
scend mixt with the rain, buttis alfo evident by Cre¬ 
dible Tellimonys, that Hones of an hundred weight, 
alfo Malles of Iron in the form of fmall Conglome¬ 
rated drops, exceedingly malleable have fallen down 
from the air, and alfo various Comets and other Ig¬ 
neous fubflarices being gathered together in the air: 
are kindled; their matter being taken away they dy, 
and falling down upon the earth like a fume of Arf- 
nick they infed it with their brats, whence an har- 
velt of many deadly difeafes doth molt plentifully 
bud forth. Nay even thunder and lightning it felf 
is nothing clfe, but a fubtle nitre enkindled, and 
with the Crack falling Hones arc procreated in the 
air j thence it appears, tliat not only the central fire 
doth ingravidate the lntrals of the earth : but alfo 
the Afiral fire feeks a place of creating metals in the 
fuperficics or in the air it felf, but no where more 
apt then in the veins, and dens of the earth. 


I well know, that there arc many Opinions of 
thofc metals, which arc not in the bowels of the 
earth; but arc found above cither in the earth, or 
fand in little grains, but they arc for the rnofi part 
Erroneous. MoH men do think that gold which is 
found on the banks of Rivers and there waflied out, 
was not generated in that place, but were broken off 
from fome veins of gold by the Hrength of waters, 
falls, or floods, and brought thither out of the moun¬ 
tains, which indeed may be true, for fomtimes tor¬ 
rents do hurry alongff them little fhining golden 
grains which are afterwards taken up on the hairy 
backs of the beaffs, but that all gold found in Rivers, 
and Itreams, is by the help of currents walht out of 
the mountains, feems unlikely, but was rather ge¬ 
nerated there; for fometimes gold is gathered by a 
river from whence the fountains arc exceedingly 
remote and diffant, which Ihould bring it thi¬ 
ther. 

Likewife in open Mountains, never feen by any 
fountains, is gold gathered out of the earth or fand, 
of which kind is almoff all the gold, which the Hol¬ 
landers buy of the Indians of the value of an hum 
dred or thoufand markes, which is not gotten out 
of the fountains or rivers, but for the greateff part 
out of the fand in open places, Elevated from the 
waters. 

Such fublimc and dry places have been in Germa¬ 
ny, alfo where the auriferous earth was carrycd 
down to the rivers, and feparated from the gold, 
and even to this day where little grains of Zwitter or 
Tin are waflied out, are grains of gold alfo found, 
not in low deep places, but lcattercd about the 
mountains and are ufually melted with the Tin, 
whence tis that fuch Tin is generally wont to a- 
bound with gold, which thing 1 have frequently 
found experimentally. 

The caufc why gold is oftner found near rivers 
and Hreams is this, becaufe that being carrycd on 
with force they vvafli away the fand, being lighter and 
leave behind them, the more heavy grains of gold, 
from which the remaining fand is waflied away with 
lefs ado; but now the Rhenifli gold, fuch as here is in 
Germany, and the like,is not pure, but mingled with 
lilvcr and copper ; nor is it always alone, or fine, 
like a metal, but in the form of an heavy and ful- 
phurcous powder, whofe combtillible fulphur being 
burnt and removed by fulion, it acquires a golden 
colour tendernefs, dudibility and purity. 

But that which is brought from India, is, as to 
appearance gold, and is fome greater, fome lmaller 
graincs, and not as that with us is, yet not fine, but 
fome is found better than other fome. 

I fometime favv a dutch Merchant having a lump 
of this kind of gold well nigh line or of Twenty four 
Carradts weighing fome Lotons, but generally they 
are of the bignefs of a midling fand. But that 
which is wafht out in Hnngaria, and Tranfilvania is 
cHcemcd the lineff of all, which 1 have found equi¬ 
valent to duckets. 

Now I fuppofe that I have fufficiently demon- 
ffrated, that all gold is not generated by the central 
fire in the belly of the earth, but alfo in the fuperfices 
thereof, by the vertue of the fuperiour ffars, and not 
only gold, but other, metals and minerals, cfpecial- 
1 yd 1 and 2 arc in like manner generated, and <J moff 
frequently, which is plentifully found every where 
in round orangulated little Hones, for the moH part 
ofa golden Nature, and though commonly neglect¬ 
ed yet deferve well to be obferved. 


Such 
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Such alfo are thofe flints which are within of a red- 
difh colour conteining a golden iron, for there is a 
great familiarity and friendfliip between and ©, 
where under lys hid, a great fccret and in the third 
part (hall be explained more at large- 

Now for a further conviftion of fuch as are incre¬ 
dulous, the metals are generated upwards or here a- 
bove in a moift earth without the central feed, this 
example is conducible in marlhy parts, and places 
that are always moift, the Superiour Stars have a fit 
Subject to generate Metals in, witnefs Holland, where 
they yearly dig a peculiar turf or earth, which they 
burn inftead of wood, which contains, befides fulphur, 
Arfnick, <? and 9 yet, all, is not thus, but only that 
which is dig’d out of the moft deep places, and is 
called bartert, the reft called bent feldorn contains 
any thing other thing than,fulphur & a little Arfnick, 
whereas the other hath very much,fulphur and Arfnick 
being an unwholefome fire to fuch as arc not there 
unto accuftomcd, which although it be in depth 
Twenty Thirty or Forty feet, yet do they fcarce 
extra# or dig out five or fix, or at the utmoft ten 
foot, becaufe in fonie depth it wants fulphur alto¬ 
gether, and is unfit for the fire. 

Now then fuch as try for bituminous Turf, or fuch 
as fearch for the depth of a Marfh, or feek after a 
fandy bottom, drawing forth the earth with long 
borryers or Caugers) do find that by how much 
the deeper they go, fo much the lefs, fulphur they 
find, and ac the bottom none at all. 

YVhence tisevident that fulphur Arfnick,or that Mi¬ 
neral that lys hid inthe earth received his Origi¬ 
nal from above, and not. from beneath. But the 
moll Metals are produced in the earths bowels, and 
the feweft nigh the Circumference, whofe feed is 
found more powerful in the deep, than in the Cir¬ 
cumference ; for the fidcreal virtues do conftantly 
haften to the centre, and not finding further palfage 
fight together, and ftrive each againft the other, and 
caufe a huge heat, by the repercuflion whereof the 
whole globe grows warm, and is gravidated with all 
kinds of Minerals. 

Thus then arc all Minerals, and Metals procrea¬ 
ted, as well inthe deep as in the Circumference, out 
of a molt fubtle Aftral feed, with a futablc moifture 
wherein it frameth a body to it felf, nor let any 
wonder that Metals are generated of an infenfible, 
and molt fubtle warm vapour, if joyned with humi¬ 
dity, they fall not down from heaven as a ftone from 
an honfe, but defeend fpiritual, and getting a fit¬ 
ting place in the earth do (by the waters mediati¬ 
on) put on a body, and get their weightinefs from the 
earth, eyen as the feeds of vegetables and Animals, 
which(asi$ molt evident) giveonly the form,increafe 
and life, but fupplys not the place of the body it 
felf- 

Butmoft falfeisthe foundation of fuch as imagine, 
that Metals have there Original from common run¬ 
ning, 9 and burning fulphur (each being a femi-mettal) 
tis indeed certain that metals are born of 9 & fulphur 
but not the common, but fuch aforementioned, viz.. 
Aftral, a fulphureous warm, dry, and fpiritual foul, 
and terreftrial vifeous water, from whofe mutual 
conjunftion (as of Male and Female Seed ) all Metals 
are born. 

That Erroneous Opinion hath been the caufe of 
many labours on, 5 and they are not a few, who 
have wafted all they had by this, their philofophy. 
And how many have attempted to fix common, 5 ei¬ 
ther with or without Gold or Silver, anddoatthis 
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day attempt the like, with hopes of turning it into 
Gold or Silver, but all in vain, my felf have to my 
lofs tryed it, and how far I have cornc, the third 
part fhall declare. 

In like fort as great a number have attempted to 
extra# runing, 9 out of Metals, intending to fix it 
(3s the firft of Metals) into Gold or Silver, but all 
in vain, for as the beginning was foolifh, fo the end 
terminates in lofs; and fuch have chiefly with much 
trouble fought after the 9 of h or Antimony being 
perhaps feduced by the fayings of tiie Philofophers 
who affirm that h the father of all Metals reduced in¬ 
to 9 may be cafily Changed into Gold, but this is not 
that running 9 but a vifeous water, that may behand-- 
led like the firft being of Metals, according us the Ar¬ 
tificer willeth, and may be changed into any form. 
I cannot tell what madnefs poflclleth men that aim 
to reduce ft or 5 into running 5 in hopes of a moreca- 
fy fixing it, whereas neither of both ever was run¬ 
ning 9 and in my opinion will never be, but grant 
it may be made 9 to what will it be more profitable 
then h it felf,it being hereby made more volatile, and 
not more fixt, but fay they 9 is a purer fubftance then 
h and will therefore the more freely be amalgama¬ 
ted and fixed with the Sun and > no, by no means- 
Well! I will grant that 9 may be made of«? or- 5 which 
yet 1 can hardly believe, what will it profit thee? 
Nothing ac all ; but now I readily believe, and have 
experienced that Tj and 5. being after a Philolbphi- 
cal manner reduced into 9 that is, into a vifeous wa , 
ter, is moft eafily joyned with the © and ) and is 
to be fixed even without them, but twas never feen 
that, the putatitious 9 of h did ever accomplilb any 
praife worthy thing in the Meliorations of Metals. 
1 grant that running 9 may ealily be made out of 
any Metal by the addition of vulgar 9 and 1 have 
tryed it, but what profit comes therefrom ; en¬ 
quire of thofe that have to their lofspra#ifed there¬ 
abouts- 

If running 5 were the principle of metals, fome 
fmat portion thereof would verily be found in all 
mines oi metals, or in moft of them, but bccaufe it 
is not there found it neceflarily follows, that fuch 0- 
pinion is to be accounted a vain fi#ion. 

Now all Philofophers do unanimoufly teftify that 
nature forms the firft rudiments of metals, out of the 
Aftrall Spirit, and terreftrial water, by affirming 
that every thing may by art be reduced into that, out 
of which it was at firft made. 

And whereas metals may be reduced into a vifeous 
water without any corrofive, and this by a due heat 
and digeftion tranfmuted into more pure, and better 
metallick forms, tis undoubtedly credible that they 
proceed from hence, and not only metals, but alfo 
many ftones, and mineral things, either conteining 
metals, orvoidof them, found upon the earth, and 
under it, have their firft beginnings after the like 
manner, my felf having feen fome mine-diggers, in 
fandy mountains diging for other things, who have 
accidentally chanced upon this Gw or Kur, thinking 
it to be a Lump of Fat, one of them carryed ic home, 
and anointed his fhooes therewith, but the nexc 
morning he found them over laid with a ftony cruft, 
and the lump or mafs it felf converted into an hard 
ftone, but I am not ignorant that ftones arc other- 
wife generated, the reafon how, pertains not here¬ 
unto- _ 

A metal being reduced into its firft matter like to 
Kur, is in the Artificers hand to induce into it, what 
form he lifts, nor can it indeed be ever meliorated 
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unlefs it be firft reduced to its {ritna materia. In a fo¬ 
il'd metal, it cannot be perceived of what parts it is 
compounded, but being refolved, it’s parts are dif- 
covered, and it being by extraction deprived of its 
proper Soul, wherein its life and whole dignity lodg* 
eth it is no more a metal, but refembles an unlha- 
pen brittle earth, without metallick Liquability, and 
its whole goodnefs confifts in a very little quantity of 
foul, and Harry mafculine leed, the remaining bo¬ 
dy being a dead and vile earth. 

Finally, even this (which I have mentioned in my 
treatife of Potable Gold) fufficiently confirms that 
metals are alio created upon the earth, becaule, that 
not only the folar beams being collefted in various 
fubjeCts become corporeal) but even the heat of 
our ufual fires doth likewife do the fame thing which 
the tryals of the Cupels abundantly teftifies, let the 
Reader fearch and view the place- Nitre and other 
falts are evidently produced by the fun, in a moift 
earth) which thing will never be efFe&ed in a dry- 
And the Philofophers making mention of the meli¬ 
oration of metals) have always minded inceration, as 
exxeeding neceflary to their intention. 

In this work, moifture is.the patient, and heat 
fupplys the place of an Agent *, this is difcernable in 
Vegetables, Animals and Minerals, there being no¬ 
thing that can attain perfection, without due 
moiltening or endure the aCtion of a maturating 

And by how much the thicker and fatter the water 
is, by fo much the fitter for a matrix, and there¬ 
in feed will more greedily and fpeedily flick and 
germinate. 

But by how much the thinner, it is by fo much the 
more fit it is to be accounted for the feeds vegeta- 
tion. 

Water of it felf cannot be made a metal, unlefs 
it be firft impregnated with feed by the liars, and 
gifted with a Vegetating life; which feed is the o- 
riginal, the foul, and life of all metals-, and how 
much the more of fuch feed they have, fo much the 
better and more fixt they neceflarily are. 

On this account I firmly adhere to this Opinion, 
That metals receive their Soul, Spirit, and Life from 
the Starrs, as from an univerfal feed, and their Bo¬ 
dy from the Water as an univerfal mother, and 
derive the diverfity of Bodys, and degrees of Good¬ 
nefs according to the Scituation, purity or impedi¬ 
ments thereof, and arc digged out by men (for whofe 
lake (as the noblefl Creature) all things are made) 
with great greedinefs, coils, and hazards from the 
Rowels of the great Animal, and are prepared and 
elaborated for their many-fold Ufes. 

Let thus much fuffice as to the generation of Me¬ 
tals ; but now by what means they arrive to the 
utmoft end of perfection and Dye, and are kin¬ 
dred in their growth, we will not pafs over in fi- 
lence. 

Thus therefore the Cafe Stands, There is a cer¬ 
tain time prefixt to all Creatures, how far they may 
come or protraft their life, which predellinated time 
if it be cutoff, and attaines not unto its fcope or end, 
it comes by accident and may not be imputed unto 
Nature, and this is done fundry wayes according to 
the various tempers of fuch enemies as they meet with, 
al, fome are hurt by the cold Air, prohibiting their 
growth, as is evident in Metals digged from their 
mines or trunks and expofed to the air, then ceafing 
to grow, and were they ripe or unripe Metals, fo 
remaining, but if they get a new matrix, then as the 


feed of a plant on the Earth, they begin again to grow 
and halten towards perfection. To fome, as to Ve¬ 
getables and Animals •, the aire is the life, of which 
being robbed, they expire and Dye. The air de- 
Itroys Fifh, the water is their life, but the death 
and deltruCtion of two-footed and four-footed A- 
nimals. 

Even as all the elements have their proper of- 
fpring which they cherifh, fo are they the deftroy- 
ers of other things, which the rife and death of 
Metals clearly teacheth- 

Forasfoon as ever (being conceived in the earth) 
they begin to grow, they become partakers of a 
certain faltilh Nature, as their matrix, in which, and 
by which, they arc afterwards perfected, wherein as 
long as they remain uninterrupted, they go forward, 
and are bettered in quality and quantity, but as 
foon as ever their contrary, as Aire or common Wa* 
ter meets with them, they are llopt from proceed¬ 
ing further in the matrix and Dye. 

They being ( becaufe of this molt fubtle fait) 
while in being, molt impatient of both viz.. Wa¬ 
ter and Aire. 

Now if the aire invades them, their life, confin¬ 
ing in a Volatile fait, is elevated and drawn back 
by the Stars: If water breaks in, they difiolve and 
are walked away, the matrix being deltroyed by 
its contrary Element, whence ’tis that fuch Metals 
in their primtm Ens, lying Embryon like, and ob¬ 
noxious even to the fmallelt corruption, do perilh, 
and never attain to the appointed perfection by rea- 
fon of fuch deltruClive accidents and injuries, whofe 
tender fait is gon into fulphur, and is no more fubjeCt 
to the corruption of either Water or Aire. As for 
thofe that are Mature and perfect, if they are non 
cut off from their ftock being extracted out of the 
Earth, from which they have no more nutriment, 
their fulphurious covering being laid afide, the de» 
fence and fafegard of their Nature being banilhed, 
they rightly refemble a decrepid Old man, whofe 
Radical ir.oilture is dryed up and are diffolved and 
eaten up by the fame Altral Salt, or Vehement Cor- 
rufeation, from whence they did fpring, and thus 
are reduced unto Nothing; amongft which, viz. 
metals, as well as amongft Vegetables and Animals, 
Nature obferves a perpetual Circulation of Life and 
Death. 

It fometimes happens that the diggers finding a 
metal excavated by the Aftral fait, like to the Hony 
Comb by the Bees, are accuftomed to fay, that they 
came thither too late, whence it is concluded that 
the fame corrufcation is the begining and end of 
metals. 

Tis of fmall moment to know who firft digged 
up metals applying them to ufe; Adam was the iirlfc 
to whom GOD revealed the Art, bccaufe he could 
not want it, 

It feemeth certain, that that whichvvas by his 
fucceffors difeovered to Noah, and from him pro¬ 
pagated unto us will undoubtedly be conferved un¬ 
to the Worlds end, becaufe of its great needfity 
and benefit. 

But as this Art is profitable and ufeful, and no¬ 
ble, fo it ischargable, coftly, and dangerous, and al- 
fo uncertain of getting gain,but yet not to benegledl- 
ed on that account, it being an honeft thing, and plea- 
fing to GOD, and managed heretofore by many 
Prophets and Kings, and now at length, difervedly 
had in great eftimation by us Chriftians, becaufe 
of its neceffity. 


He 
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He may well boaft of earthly felicity, to whom 
GOD [hall vouch fafi» to give fuch a Light, of fee¬ 
ing by what Artifice Nature is to be holpen , and 
that which is fuperfluous and adhering to vile and 
nbjcft metals every where, may be removed j and 
the defeat fupplied •, fuch an one hath in very deed 
a rich and durable Mine ; neither are Gholts, Inunda¬ 
tions of Waters, evil Tcmpefts, unwholfome Va¬ 
pours, and other inconveniences, that hinder from a 
purpofed intention, to be feared. But verily man, 
by rcafon of the continued wickednefs of his Life, 
being made uncapableof this high Art and Science, is 
compelled to get out Metals from the Earths bowels, 
in the fweat of his brows, and to pafs over his life 
in cares and labours. 

And thus I conclude this Traci concerning the 
generation of Metals, and refer the Reader, defiring 
things more at large, to the Third Part, wherein is 
accurately taught of what property Metals are, how 
to be diftinguifhed each from the other, opened with¬ 
out corrofives, reduced into their firlt matter, and 
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how by the benefit of art and fire, new and better 
Metals are to be generated out of that firlt matter. 

Likewife, how they arc to be examined by a far 
better way and manner than ufual; how to be pur¬ 
ged and feparated each from the other, and alfo un¬ 
folding (as far as is permitted; a little Book of the 
molt expert Philofopher Paracelfus, or his Book of 
The Vexation of Alcbymip, whereby the honour due 
unto him (though much obfeured by evil fianderers) 
may be again reltored unto him, and the whole world 
may know that he was molt expert in natural things, 
and wrote very faithfully, and left unto us a large 
light, though obferved by a very few, for the en- 
creafing-and propagating whereof, and defending it 
againlt the haters of the Light, I will enter upon 
the Third Part, for my Neighbour’s good, for the 
accomplifhment whereof I pray GOD, the Creator 
of all things, and the Patron of Truth , mercifully 
to vouchfafc his afiiltance. Amen. 

' FINIS. 
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Wherein under the Title of a Qmimtntary on a little 'Book of Paracelfus, called , The Hea¬ 
ven of Philofophers, or a Book of Vexations, the Tranfmutation of cMetals are 
Taught in general; Tbith an Jppendix demonflrating their particular Wroccfs ^Melting ^Explora¬ 
tion^ Separation , and other neceffary Operations. 


A Preface to the Reader. 


Courteous Reader, 

I Will not conceal from thee the reafon rvhy I have ta¬ 
ken upon me in this Third Part to explain a Bool ^ 
o/Paracelfus, called The heaven of Philofophers? 
left thou ft said? ft believe 1 wanted matter to write y 
did / not encreafe my Book L by the Writings of other men . 
That Good which 1 have here decreed to write , I could 
have done even without the admixtion of Paracelfus 5 * 
Book** but this properly is the caufe, bccaufe Paracelfus 
in our precedent Aye, pub lifted very many moft elegant 
Books for the PitblickjGood, but obfenre enough , and for 
this reafon arc by the unskilful accounted falfe , and are 
contemned \ but yet becanfe they areftored with Arcana 5 * 
or Secrets, they are moft highly to be esteemed. Now, 
after that l had perceived the faid Books to be true, 1 did 
very impatiently bear fuch ftnifter reports of this man, 


as blazed him abroad for one Ignorant of all things, and 
a Vagabond j who in very deed had but a few Equals in 
true Genuine Philofophv, Medicine, and Alchymy. 

He did many good firms to all, officially to the Foor, 
of which many Te(limonies arc extant - arid among/} o 
thers, that Epitaph is to be fee?/, which is in the Hcfpital 
of St* Sebaftian at Saltsburg, where he was buried, and 
to which he bequeathed his Goods, andisgraven in Capim 
tal Letters in a Marble, and ere fled in the Wall, the 
Tenour whereof 1 my fclf have read , and is thus: Here 
lies buried Philippas Aureolus Paracelfus, a famous 
Doftor of Medicine, who by a wonderful Art cured 
thofe direful Difeafes, the Leprofy, Gout, Dropfy, 
and other incurable Contagions of the Body, and 
to his honour gave and bequeathed his Goods unto 
the Poor. He died in the year of our Lord, 1541. 
the 24th. of September . 

And 
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jind what haft thou now to fay Had he not been fuch 

a one as is mentioned in the Epitaph , the Magiftr ate 
would not have honoured him with fo eminent an Encomi¬ 
um. Moreover, all prudent Lovers of Truth do to this 
day believe, that he never had his equal •* And althoigb 
through the Envy of fome unlearned men he is dejpifed, 
yet it derogates nothing from him, for he will ftill re- 
Paracelfus. 

And now, feeing that our Paracelfus hath hitherto 
undergone fuch bitter things, and that none have dared 
to open their mouths again ft thofe fianderers, I will at¬ 
tempt the explication and illuftration of his chief eft Books , 
and prove that he was not either a Lyer or lmpoftor , but 


mo ft experienced in the light of Nature ; and to this end 
will I begin with his Heaven of Philofophers : I will 
not avow, that he could make heaps of Gold and Silver y 
( himftlf mentioning not any fuch thing, blit he only dij- 
covcrs the pofftbility of the thing , which even I alfo will 
endeavour to declare, although J am ignorant of doing it 
in great quantities, which thing I am not greedy after) 
yet ’tis my content at ion to be capable of difcovering truth 
from falfhood, and convince fuch as are incredulous, ha- 
ving fome hopes, that by this my faithful writing, an oc* 
cafion will be adminiftred unto others of fearebing after 
and obtaining their defired end , Amen* 


DTljc Jpeafcett of tlje ^tlofopjero: 

O R, 

A Book of Vexations. 

By ^jjWpptts injeop&attttS i&aracelfus. 

The Art and Nature of Alchymy, and what is to be thought concerning it; being comprehen¬ 
ded in Seven undoubted Ovules y ref peeling the Seven ^vulgar Metals. 


The PREFACE. Tbeopbraftus Paracelfus to all Alchymifts and 

Readers of this little Book. 


B ElovcA and Expert of the Art of Alchymy, 
and all ye who promtfe to your [elves much 
Riches and Gains of much Gold and Sil ver , 
which thing Alchymy doth plenttj ally teach , 
and ye (who being occupied aoout thefe thi-gs) would be 
vcxed y and cannot ce.ifc until you have experienced what 
it fives , and what promifes it performs - verily , daily 
Experience t cachet b, that there is not one of a thonfand 
that becomes Mafier of his Deftrey which / will not call 
the fault of the Art or Nature , bitt the unskilfulnefs of 
the Artificer. 

Wherefore 1 will not (luff this little Eoo\of Alchymy 
•with difficult Art and tedious Labours > as the common 
Alchymifls are wont to do. 

C He 8 melt it with Nitre and Tartar, of this take 
one Lot, of Gold one Lot, of Tin three drams, of 
Schlichone dram,of Sulphur two Lots,of Vitriol two 
lots;let them flow with >in a Crucible with Arfenick. 
JBecaufe alfo all the figns of Heaven, and the char afters 
of the Stars and Planets, together with their chan¬ 
ged and inverted terms and names, as alfo the Receptacles 
of the matter , and the Inftruments of Artificers are 
ttfnally very well known j It will not be needful to treat 
of thefe things anew in this Bool^, although herein are 
ttfed thefefigns,names, and charafters, when it feems 
convenient and profitable. 

* Now here is delivered another Reafon of Alchymy, 
in feven Rules, accommodated to the feven Metals, af¬ 
ter an infallible manner, although in Exprejfions not a- 
domed , but undrefted and ftmple * Tet, as to the fence, 
the exprejfions are abftrttfe and profound as can be ; 
which may defervedly be called the Miftrifs and Summ 
of all Alchymy *, from which even the myfteries of other 
things may be produced, divined, and known, with many 
mw Speculations, from whence new Cogitations and won* 


dcrotts Operations, do ( by examining and trying ) come 
forth to the Light, that in many places they are even, in 
the Examen or tryal it felf, found to contradift the 
Pleaftires of the Philofophers. 

Ltkewife in this Art nothing is more certain than 
that which is leaf apprehended and believed ; and this 
is the only fault and caufe of all various Operations in 
Alchymy ; whence ’tis that many fuffer lofs by their 
own unskilfulnefs, and fo labour in vain, either becaufe 
there’s more of the matter, or lefs, or equal weight , whence 
the thing is more corrupted in operation and deftroyed 
or if the thing is truly lighted on, it is become more 
exalted, and tends unto P erf eft ion. 

For the way is moft cajic, but is found by but very 
few. It’s alfo expedient , that an ingenious man con - 
fider the Art and certain Rule of Alchymy, whether 
he would make fomething or nothing : he ought to make 
a nothing , that he may bring fomething unto nothing, 
and that fomething may be again generated out of no¬ 
thing which Saying is incredible, but yet moft true • 
Corruption makes a good thing perfect : Yea, good 
cannot appear, becaufe of his covering and Wider ; aood 
alfo is begun whilft 7 tis hidden \ the Wider ought to be 
removed and deftroyed, then the good being freed, will 
manifeftly appear in his luftre, the Glofs ; the hider or 
covering is the Mountain, Sand, Earth 7 or Stone where¬ 
in the Metal was generated . Now every vifible metal 
is the obfairer or hider of the other fix metals. 

Becaufe therefore that by the Element of Fire I/npen 
feft things are corrupted, burnt up, and fublimed fuch as 
the five metals, <$, V, 5, 2, & h are ; but the Per - 
feft not at all , viz. the two moft Noble , the ® and the 
) , therefore they ought to abide even in the fire, and to af. 
fttme their body out of the other hnperftft metals, in which 
they are deftroyed ? and to appear viftbly 5 which thing y 
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how it may be do>;e> and what helps arc thereto ncceffary, 
fhall be taught in the Jevcn Rules, viz. What the nature 
and property cf every metal is ; what operation he hath, 
be p: a mixt wit hot hers ; and what he can do. 

»Tis alfo to be obferved y that thefe feven Rules cannot 
forthwith be under food by one that is fomewhat dull^at the 
first reading and view, a weak underfunding cannot com- 
pafs hard things. Hence every of thefe Rules wants much 
fearch and travel. Some arc puf't up and proud, fuppofing 
them fives well to under fund ; and thefe things are chil- 
dijh, which are here dch vert'd, and they know far better, 
and do plainly contemn thefe things of mine. 

(BIfltili .3 This Preface is of it fclf perfpicuous, 
and needs not any lingular Interpretation or Explica¬ 
tion, but indeed the Proccfs which he mentions re¬ 
quires a more accurate Obfervation- 

Take Antimony , melt it with Tartar and Nitre, of this 
take one lot-, of Geld one Lot ; of Tin three drams ; of 
Schlich one dram ; of Sulphur two lots -, of Vitriol two 
lots : let them flow with Silver in a Crucible with Arfenick. 

This is the Proccfs of making Gold and Silver, 
which Paracelfus will not have to be accounted like 
unto other Procefies, of much labour and long time, 
but is confident, that by the help hereof he can get 
Gold and Silver with little labour, time, and coils- 

’Tis not to be doubted, but that this hath been 
tryed by thoufands,and fruftrated the hope of fuch 
as laboured thereabouts; and that not without caufe, 
they imagining that thefe are foolifn ingredients to 
be taken for fuch work; my felf have heard ma¬ 
ny of thofe that have made trial, to be very much 
difpleafed : By what means can gold and filver be 
made by volatile and preying ravenous things,fuch as 
5 ,Vitriol,Sulphur,&Arfenick are, which do not only 
yield from themfelves no Gold or Silver, but even 
corrupt them, and bring them to fume, or at the 
leafl turn them to Scoria •, my felf trying this when 
I had blown them altogether, I found that thefe me¬ 
talline lpccies,as Schlich, Vitriol,Sulphur,and Arfenick 
did, corrupt the Sun and Moon, fpoiling of its metal¬ 
line form, and tranfmuted it into Scoria or drofs. 
But now this is the thing which Paracelfus requires 
and aims at, and therefore fhould not by any means 
hinder or deterr us ; hcprcfently, for the better ex¬ 
plication of his meaning, adds, Something ought to 
be made a Nothing ; and again, the Nothing to be 
made Something; which thing »:he unskilful doth 
not heed or believe, that Metals being corrupted and 
made Scoria , when by the benefit of Art they are 
reduced, arc by this means meliorated; which al¬ 
beit it be molt true, yet are they but a very few 
(as he faith ^ ho believe it to be true: and he con¬ 
firms the whole procefs throughout the Chapter, even 
to the Chapter of 5 , and explains it, faying, Cor¬ 
ruption makes a good thing perfect. 

The Good cannot appear by reafon of its cove¬ 
ring. The hider or veil muft be taken away, that the 
Good may be freed and become confpicuous; that 
alfo the firft covering , under which metals are hid¬ 
den, and wherein they are generated, is a Mountain, 
Sand, Stone, or Earth, all which arc to be fepara- 
ted by fufion, that the metals may become pure. 

Here the Metallurgift defifts, and is clearly i- 
gnorant of any other covering. But Paracelfus ad- 
deth, That each metal is a hider of the other me¬ 
tals, which thing the feven Rules do largely dernon- 
ftrate, and advifeth the Chymift not to reft fatis- 
fied, when he hath gotten from the Mines a vendi¬ 
ble metal, as <?, 2, ¥, h, melted from the drofs, 
but to confult further with natural Philofophy, and 


to examin whether or no thefe are pure enough, 
without any adhering and deteriorating veil. 

How great the difference is betwixt a rude and 
a vile Mineral (where the metal is largely difpers’d 
and commixt with much ftony matter and other 
impuriticsj and a traftablc metal faithfully fepara- 
ted, is well known. So much, and more, is the 
difference betwixt a vulgar and imperfect metal, and 
the Gold and Silver which it contains fhut up in 
its bowels. But bccaufc the melting of metals out 
of their mines is, by reafon of its long ufe, grown, 
vile , and not eftcemed an Art, but a Trade, and 
every where exercifcd, without any ones admirati¬ 
on yet in its beginning, before it became fo com¬ 
monly known, it was worthily accomptcd a deep 
Secret, although now difrcfpc&ed. We may not 
doubt, but that even yet another veil adheres to 
metals, and may with as much facility be removed ; 
and its inward, pure, and fixt center, Gold and 
Silver be melted out and feparated, if the way were 
but known. But becaufe men do not beftow any 
further Labour and Induftry in fearching , and the 
ufe of vulgar metals is highly necclfary, we reft 
contented, in that metals once melted from their 
mines become malleable, and fitted for the ufe of 
man: Nor is this unadvifedly done,for the life of 
man can as little want Iron, ¥,2, and Lead , as ic 
can gold and filver. 

Paracelfus teacheth, That imperfeft metals are 
corrupted and brought into a nothing, by the force 
of fire ; which they cannot fuftain or bear ; but their 
good, parts, Gold and Silver, cannot be deftroyed, 
but in the great ftrait and force of fire do come 
together out of the imperfed metals, and mutually 
defend each other, the impure portion being burnt 
up and removed. 

Now then, that the fpccics and ingredients of 
this procefs may be underitood, fomething muft be 
mentioned by us thereabouts. 

Thus then ’tis written:; R. 3 melt it with Ni¬ 
tre and Tartar, of this take one lot ; ’tis to be 
noted that you are not to take the lot of the whole 
molten mafs, but of one of the two, either the up¬ 
per part being the Scoria , or iuferiour or lower 
being the Regains, which this flowing mixture lends 
downward. 

But which it is, it cannot be perceived by the 
words \ yet becaufe Paracelfus’’ s intention here is to 
deftroy gold and filver by the admixtion of the 
aforefaid ingredients, and to bring them to nothing, 
out of which nothing the deftroyed augmentation of 
the fun may be afterwards by fome^additamcnr, 
obtained, in reducing it, it feems probable to think 
that the Scoria of the mixture is not to be taken, but 
the Regains, which hath Ingrefs into Tin, Arfenick, 
and Schlich, and unites them with gold and filver, 
for it is the Property of the Regains, to unite &: conjoin 
contrary Metals and Minerals. 

Tin is joined with malleable metals, and melted 
and Puffers the fire with them,brings them into Scoria, 
the which thing Sulphur,Vitriol,and Schlich,alfo per¬ 
form,and are here ufed by Paracelfus for no other end 
than to corrupt the fun and moon, and bring them in¬ 
to Scoria. But what fchlich ( 3 >tljlftlj) this is, be- 
caufe no proper name of Gold, ), d, 2 , h, or y,Ts 
added, no body can eafily tell, for this is called 
fchlechtbyChymifts andMetallurgifts when they rake 
a Mineral excellently well ground, and walked with 
water, thereby feparating the mineral or the rubilh 
and ftone, the heavyer, and more noble part of the 
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metal remaining in the bottom of theveflel, which 
examining they thereby Conjecture the value of the 
metal or mineral: this labour they call a bringing 
into Scblich , or alfo Secher , and becaufe all metals 
may be reduced into fchlichs or calx, this word Sch- 
lichorCalx may fuit with all metals, or elfe it may 
be that molt fmall dull or powder in polilhing mills, 
(Stljlctff-nUJljlcu) where various Iron Inftruments, 
Swords, Brcft-plates, and other Arms are Polifhed, 
and which is wont to be under the grinding Itonc in 
deep guttars deftinated to that purpofe, or gathe¬ 
red in wooden veffels, and fold to fuch as dy black 
cloaths, and is called cab; or Schlich. But now whe¬ 
ther or no, he means this or the calx of any other 
metal, it is uncertain, nor doth it much concern; for 
the Sun and >may be reduced into a nothing with¬ 
out any of thefe Calces, and maybe again augmen¬ 
ted, and brought into fomething,as you (hall fee in 
the following Chapteis of the Tranfmutation of 
metals. 

Vain was their expectation who thought to turn 
all thefe fpeices, thus blown together, into Gold and 
Silver, but yet could not get any other thing than a 
yellow, or fpadiceous Scoria contrary to their hopes 
but the Corrofcation (Slicf) is moll blelTed and 
gladfome, if any one can get by reduction from a de¬ 
ft,-oyed metal brought into Scoria, a molt noble one 
and better than heretofore it was. But this deftruCti- 
on and reduction is not uniform, but is perfected 
many fevcral ways as the following Chapters teach. 


CljcJMMc* 

Of the Nature and Property of Mercury. 

A L L things are abfeonded and hidden in all things , 
but of^all things there is one which is a covcrcr 
or hider of the refl, and is a Corporeal Body-) External , 
Ptfible, Moveable ■■ all fluxes are manifefl in this vrjjel, 
for this vcfl'cl is a Corporeal bpirtt, and therefore all Coa¬ 
gulations, and Conflflences are captivated and Jhut up 
therein beinp overcome by its flux compafjed about and 
ftren^thened thereby , what this flux is , its caufe and 
name what it is called , cannot be found , bccaufc there 
is no heat which may be therewith compared.. The bur-, 
ning of the Geheniial Eire may be likened thereunto , 
on "which account this Flux hath nothing at all of Com¬ 
munity or Jffimty with other fluxes , which arc melted 
by the heat of common fire , and become hard and coa¬ 
gulated by natural cold. Thefe fluxings or meltings can¬ 
not thus operate with 9 , they are too wea1^, he values 
them not ■ hence ’tis to be obferved , that the mortal 
Virtues of the four Elements have no ingrefflve Opera¬ 
tions upon thi Calfftial Virtues , which Virtues we alfo 
call Ol intefence, becaufe Elements cannot cither give'un¬ 
to orT. fie anv thing from this Ouinrefcnce •, tbeCcelefti- 
al or Infernal Virtue cares not for the four Elements. 

Hence note. That none of the Elements, nor any Ele¬ 
mentary thing, be it dry or moifl , hot or cold, none of 
thefe can do any thing againfl that Quintcjjential Vir¬ 
tue, but each hath its operation and efficacy for it fclj 
apart. 

(EhUth.l In this Chapter or firfb Rule of 5 , Pa. 
race Ifes ulcth fuccinCt' but yet perfpicuous words, 
faying, that the fluidity of Mercury arifeth not from 
the four corruptible Elements, but from the Quint- 
eilence, and therefore hath not any affinity with 
thefe Elementary fluxings and meltings. Now, what 


this Quinteflence properly is, which Paracclfus here 
mentions, much might be fpoken, but ’tis not fo con¬ 
venient at this time, my felf and other Philofo- 
phers have largely treated thereof, and therefore 
fpeak not of it now. 

This only I add over and above. That Paraccl- 
fns will have the Quinteflence to be a ihing not ful> 
jeCt to the four Elements, but permanent and incor¬ 
ruptible, whereby he gives to underftand, That fee¬ 
ing ’tis fo, that the fluidity of Mercury hath its 
originality from the Quinteflence, and not elemen¬ 
tary Fire, fo its coagulation is in like manner to be 
made by the Quinteflence and not by the elementa¬ 
ry Fires, be they hot or cold. 

But now, what that Quinteflence is, that coagm 
lates Mercury, and tranlmutes him into Gold or 
Silver, it may be cafily conjectured, that it is not 
to be fought for out of Vegetables and Animals, 
but to be extracted out of Metals, and ought to be 
much more pure, fixt, and meltable than they are. 

Many are the things which Paracclfus hath writ¬ 
ten of this Quinteflence, attributing great Virtues 
thereunto ; he that defires it, may read thereof in 
his Writings- Likcwifc many l’hilofophers affirm 
it to be a thing reduced by the benefit of Arc 
into the purelf ar.d higheft fubftance. Which 
name of Quinteflence, fomc there arc that attribute 
unto that TinCture, wherewith perfections are wont 
to be made. By which it is evident, That by the 
name of Quinteflence is alwaies nndcrftood the molt 
pure, the beft, and the moll: powerful part of a 
thing. But bejt what it will be, ’tis clear, Than 
Mercury is a wonderful fubjcCt, nor is to be coagu¬ 
lated and fixed fo cafily, as many have falfly be¬ 
lieved, and tryed the contrary to their grcatlofs. 

Many are the Coals which have been vainly con- 
fumed about his fixation, and are confumed , al¬ 
though alwaies in vain ; my felf have alfo, though 
not often, handled him with a great deal of tedi- 
oulncfs, which although not permanently fixt, yet 
obferving therein many lingular things, of which 
I count it expedient to relate fomething. In him 
is a inoft great power and virtue, molt friendly to 
Metals •, he is eafily mixed with the purefl: Metals, 
and molt difficultly with the impure; which denotes 
him to be of a moft pure nature: And now, if he 
come to be fixed, I could demonflrate, if need were, 
by indubitable reafons, that a thing more pure than 
Gold would flow therefrom- It alwaies produceth 
fomething as often as it is added to Metais, and 
conflraincd to undergo lome fire, helping them evi¬ 
dently , even whilft it is in its Volatility y what 
then would it do, if being therewith fixed, it were 
along while melted with them in the Fire ? 

This I add for the better Lights fake. 

When I was in my youthful days, and faw ma¬ 
ny attempting to fix Mercury with Gold and Silver, 
by Amalgamation,Sublimation, Coagulation, Precipi¬ 
tation, and other Labours of that kind, totranfniute 
it into Gold and Silver ; my felf alfo attempted 
fomewliat about him, by the advice of Paracclfus* s 
Sayings, That in Saturn its Coagulation is to be 
found. On this account I melted in a little Cru¬ 
cible 6 or 7 parts of Lead, and added one part of 
Mercury ; this I put into another Crucible where Ni- 
tre did flow, that it might be covered over thereby; 
in the mean while I melted the glafs of T?, (being 
made of 4 parts of Minium , and one part of Flints ) 
in a greater Crucible, whereto I put the two for¬ 
mer Crucibles heated to be covered by the glafs. 
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Thefe three I again funk into a new Crucible flow¬ 
ing with theglafs of T,, thinking that I fhould this 
way keep in the volatile Gueft, having now fhut up 
Mercury in fo many walls, I put him to the fire, in¬ 
tending to fix him, and then indeed he fuftained it, 
not being able to break through ;but increafing my 
fire, and the Glafs melting with Nitre, away he 
goes leaving an empty neft, and left t, *s weight 
whole and perfect, which having examined, it yield¬ 
ed a grain of Silver heavier than the common > 
which 1 believed to be Mercury fixt and coagulated, 
but reiterating that labour, 1 found it to be other- 
ways, vis., that the Mercury was not it felf fixed, 
but flown away , but yet by his occult power pene= 
trated and meliorated the lead, that it afforded a 
little filver; alfo the whole mafsof lead was here¬ 
by made black, and hardened like tin, whereby 1 
perceived, that Mercury being a pure, mecr fiery 
fpirit, is moft impatient of the Fire, and cannot be 
fixed without a QuintelTence. 

But thus much indeed it can do, if being joined 
with other metals, it can ,be fo long held, as to en¬ 
dure the Fire •, although it prefently vanifheth away, 
it doth in a manner change them, not by bette¬ 
ring them, but ftirring them up by its penetration, 
that they may mutually ad each upon the other, 
and receive a meliorating faculty, although with¬ 
out any great profit, as far as 1 know, but I only 
intend to difeover its poflibility, its miraculous and 
almolt unsearchable power , for it may defervedly 
be efleemed a Miracle of Nature. It is a meer in- 
vifible Fire; albeit fuch as are ignorant account it 
cold, and by Art it may be made far more fiery and 
volatile-, which l fometimes have tryed, where be¬ 
ing often injeded into a vehement fire, again and 
again, and received in Glalfes, it hath elevated it 
felf without any fire, and gone away into its own 
Chaos. In a word, many men have accomplifhed 
prodigious things with Mercury, but all of them 
without any fruit -, of which more fhall be fpoken 
in its place- 


Che ©cconfc Etile. 

Of Jupiter and his Nature. 

W Hatfcever thing is manifeft, (as the Body of 
Jupiter for example') the fix other Corporeal 
Metals are therein hidden fpiritually , and one more 
profound and remote than another. Jupiter partakes not 
of the cjuinteffence, but of the nature of the four Ele¬ 
ments, therefore his fluidity is manifefted by a Uttle 
heat of the Fire , and his coagulation in like fort pert 
fetied by a little cold, and hath communion with the reft 
of the metalline Fluxes. 

Wherefore by how much one thing is in nature like to 
another , by fo much the readier is it united there¬ 
unto, if they mutually touch one another , that alfo which 
is nigh, is more efficacious and fenfible -, for that which 
is afar off, doth not enforce , nor is that which is re¬ 
mote , how great foever it be, much feared. Hence ’tis 
that heaven is not defired, becaufe his fardifiant, nor 
feen by any one ; neither is hell feared, becaufe it is far 
off, whofe form none hath known and feen, nor felt the 
Torment, and therefore his valued as nothing. Thofe 
things then teat are abfent , are little regarded, or plain¬ 
ly re jelled, being confirmed in a thicks place, for by 
the property of the place every thing is deteriorated or 
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meliorated j which thing may be proved by many Ex¬ 
amples. 

By how much therefore Jupiter is farther off from 
<? and 9 , and nigher to tne Sun and Moon , by fo much 
the more Golden or Silver-like is he in his own body , 
and feems more great, potent , pellucid , / enfiblc , more 
fair, pie of ant, notable, palpable, more true and more cer¬ 
tain than elongated, or at a dtfiance. On the contrary, 
by how much the more he is elongated, by fo much the 
more vile and abjell he is in the matters aforefaid : 
for things prefent are alwaies more tiotable than thofe 
which are abfent : by how much any thing vifi'sle is nea¬ 
rer, by fo much a thing invifible is more remote. There¬ 
fore it behoves the vUchymtft to fludy how he may place 
Jupiter tn a fpiritual Arcanum and remote place,in which 
are Sol and Luna -, and that he may takg Sol and Luna 
from far, and bring them near, into a place where Jupiter 
exifieth corporally, fo that the Sol and Lima may alfo be 
corporal and truly prefent before his eyes in the Examen- 
For there are various labours and modes of tranfmuting 
metals from their impei fetlion, into a per fell ft ate. 

To mix one with another, and again to feparate the one 
from the other pure and fine ere,is nothing elfe but a genuine 
permutation made by the labour of silchymy. Note, that 
Jupiter hath much Geld, and not a little Silver. Put to 
him Saturn and Luna, and the Luna will be augmented by 
the reft. * 1 

Cdauh.] Although 1 do not certainly know the 
reafon why Paracelfus beginning with Mercury, paf- 
feth next to Jupiter •, neverthelefs it is very probable 
that he would thereby point at fomc lingular Myfte- 
ry. Here he repeateth the former fentence, laying. 
Every vilible inetal hidech in it felf the reft invifibly, 
from which if we would reap any good, their invifi¬ 
ble and fpiritual Gold is to be taken and brought near, 
ortobevifible ■, and on the contrary, the vilible to 
be removed afar off and made invifible. But how 
this ought to be done he doth not teach, but leaves 
the Reader to fearch it out in his feven Canons or 
Rules, which are very difficult to be underftood not 
only by a rude Tyro, but even by one well excrci- 
fed : And feeing that not one in a thoufand under* 
Hands them, it is no wonder that his Writings have 
been had in Contempt. 

W ithout doubt he aimed at our good, fuppofing 
he had written very clearly, and directed his fpeech 
in fuch a manner, as if he had to do with one 
that is skilful in the metalline nature, withouthaving 
any refped to the common blindnefs and ignorance, 
whereby he received great thanks, and was highly 
efteemed of by.all- 

But what fliail we fay or do ? ’Tis bad meeting 
with wicked proud men,- as thou molt clearly wri- 
teft 51 yet becaufe the unexercifed, if they have even 
once erred, they wrack and abufe the Writer with 
meer Handers: Hence it comes to pafs, that many 
defire rather to be filent, and leave unto fools their 
own toys and vanities: But the Cafe being with 
more accurate examination confidered, it feemeth 
evil to be revenged on the Innocent as well as the 
Guilty. 

As for Tin, if thou fearcheft into its nature and 
property, ic is a pure (compared with the other me¬ 
tals) unripe metal, abounding with very much com- 
buftible Sulphur, whereby it obtains its liquifadion 
and corruption in the fire: which being removed 
( and it may be done with a gentle fire ) it lofeth 
its metalline fluidity, and very much refembles un¬ 
melted afhes, whereto if you add another fulphury 
whereby that allies may turn into a metal; and again 
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converted it into allies, repeating this labour until all 
its combuftible fulphur being burnt up, it refufeth to 
go into allies, by Calcination, and then melt it, twill 
eafily give forth its gold and lilver in. the trial 
(tm alittcUicn.) Now, in the being mixt with Lead, it 
caufeth a ftrife in a ftrong Fire, and getting upper- 
moft, turns into afhes, that is to be imputed to the 
combuftible fulphur, whereby itfo being melted with 
Gold, Silver, Copper and Iron, it makes them brit¬ 
tle like to Glafs , but being difpelled of that Sul¬ 
phur, by roafting or calcining by Incineration or 
Cementation, or any other way, it doth not any 
more make them brittle (which thing to do is full 
of difficulty) but is melted with them, and moft ea- 
fily feparated with,Venus(latt &Clj Crljffcrnjffie know¬ 
ing how by her kind and flattering words to per- 
fwade the two old men T, and ¥ , mutually to a- 
bide each other in the fire; Gold and Silver will 
alfo do the fame thing; but becaufe they are pre¬ 
cious and eafily flow out of the Crucible, and the 
Work may periffi, it is fufficicnt to ufe 2, which 
alfo will give from it felf its own hidden Gold and 
Silver, and not to take thefe metals which are pu¬ 
rified with great labour, and drown them afrefh in 
impure metals, and deftroy them. _ 

There are alfo other waies of purging V , from 
his fuperfluous fulphur, -viz., a Nitrous fire- If fi¬ 
led V, being mixt with Nitre,Sulphur-& Sawduft, be 
kindled, part of the tin is elevated up into flores,and 
a part remains reducible in a ftrong fire, which is to 
be fo often handled the aforelaid way, till all the 
fubftance be reduced, into flores and allies, the me- 
tallick form and nature being moft plainly de- 
ftroyed •, after this, let the flores be gathered out of 
the Receivers, and the allies elixiviated or wafhed, 
and by the help of a good Flux be reduced into a 
metal, which is to be again filed, fublimed, and 
burnt, as before, until all the Tin remains like Sco¬ 
ria, and will not fublime;, which being melted with 
Lead and feparated, (nut SItn amflicOcn hnOabtrcf 
lien) thou (halt find gold and lilver fliut up in its 

bowels- . 

Likewife pour fixed Nitre (the liquor of it) on 
the filings of Tin, digeft it its time, fupply the eva¬ 
porating moifturd with new Liquor, that it may be 
alwaies moift, but yet let it not be too wet, but like 
thick water. This Liquor diflolves and takes away 
the combuftible fulphur of the Tin, and fixeth that 
which is incombuftible, and makes it capable of 
enduring the fire ; fo that being melted with Lead, 
and purged (acnfictim flirt abtrcibrn) it yields its 
gold and filver. 

Another feparation is thus inftituted ; Reduce 
Tin with common h or Regains, 5 j. into Glafs or 
Aniaufa, which keep a good while in Flux in a 
ftrong fire, (forget not the inceration of Nitre or 
fait of Tartar) by which labour the purer parts of 
the ¥ being gathered together, do give a Regains, 
the impurer parts feparating themfelves with the 
Lead and Salt into Scoria, the Regains being purged 
(abjyctirbcn) thou flialt have the fixed gold and fil¬ 
ver in the Cupel. 

But ’tis to be known , that thefe Operations may 
be done without Copper, but yet will yield more 
© and ) if Copper be added ; not only for that the 
2 it felf gives forth its © and >, but becaufe Tin 
of it felf, without the admixtion of 2 , doth not 
willingly let go its own ©and). But in feeking 
of ffielter amongft its own 2 , and withdrawing it 
felf to the Scoria, is there hidden (the Labour be¬ 


ing finilhed) the Scoria can no more attract it into 
it felf. 

2 therefore is as it were a Receptacle, wherein 
the Sun and Moon collected and teparated out of the 
mafs, can defend and hide it felf, and is by Chy- 
mifts called a Bath or Balneum. 

In the 4th. Chapter, which treats of 2 , a more 
large account is given of this labour of metalline 
Glafs. Moreover gold and filver may be feparated 
out of tin in this wife. 

Melt common Lead in a Tcft (treib ftljcrbm ) un¬ 
der a Muffle ( ccn muffd ) and being throughly hot, 
caft in a little V, and it will incontinently have In- 
grefs, but will forthwith afeend and kindle like bur* 
ning fparks and go intoaffics ; which muft be taken 
off with a crooked Inftrument, and - more new 
Tin put in which being burnt, let it be taken out. 
Repeat this labour fo long, till all the Lead be devou¬ 
red as it were by the Tin. 

Put thefe afhes on a Tcft, under a Muffle, and let 
■them be yet well heated by the fire for an hour ; 
fo that if any grains of h remain, they may be 
made afhes, and the calcined afhes of the tin may 
be the better fixed. Reduce thefe afhes, and ’twill 
become a metal, which let be again made afhes up¬ 
on a Tcft; repeat this labour, until in reduction it 
refufeth to go into a metal , but remains a Scoria 
and a metal deftroyed 5 which put into an excellent 
Crucible, and by a Flux made of Tartar and NU 
tre, let it melt its due time, and the fixed Tin,.to¬ 
gether with part of the Lead , will go to the bot= 
tom into a Regains-, which being wafhed (abgrtririim) 
makes manifeft the gold and lilver hid in the Tin 
on the Teft. This Labour is neat, eafie, and but of 
fmall charge, efpecially where wood and coals are 
cheap, the Scoria, from which the Regains is fepa¬ 
rated, is not to be thrown away, but kept for other 
ufes, of which we lhall prefently fpeak. 

Now he that promifeth Gain unto himfelf from 
this fmall work on a. Teft, is deceived, becaufe 
hereby is only found how much © and ) is con¬ 
tained in an hundred weight ofV, and what cofts 
are expended in its melting, whereby may be com¬ 
puted what gains may be cxpcCted every day, nor in¬ 
deed is this work (thus done under a muffle) fo 
profitably accomplifhed, as’tis in greater Furnaces, 
where being a greater heat of fire, a more plentiful 
gain is promifed- And although becaufe of many 
various Imployments my felf never tryed,yctl will 
briefly delineate and deferibe how a large Return 
may be made, according to Calculation, computed by 
afnialler quantity- 

An hundred ofTin requires 10 or 12 C. of Tj •, 
(the work being wifely handled ) the price of the 
Lead, ¥, Coals and Labour, being fuipmed up, and 
being fubftrafted from the ©, there feems to 
remain but a very little to defray the charges- But 
if you look thereinto a little more narrowly, you 
will find a recompence and benefit arifing thence,not 
to be defpifed, efpecially if you ufe Lead impregnated 
with >, which by reafon of not confidering the be¬ 
nefit and gain, remdins unfeparated therefrom. Like- 
wife you may ufe a golden V, fuch being ofeen found 
as contains as much © as the V cofts; and you may 
alfo meet with h, which contains as much ) as 
the Lead is worth, but not feparated by the Refiners, 
becaufe they are ignorant of this feparation, which 
by the ufual way cannot be feparated with pro-; 
fit; and that your Labour may be the more bene-' 
ficial, you may add to your V lome golden or filver 
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ftones and minerals, as Marcafites, 5, Arfenick, Au- 
ripigmcnt.Cobolt, and various Pyrites or Kifij (which 
becaufe of the fmall quantity of their included ®, are 
hever wont to be melted) & let them be fconfied ,which 
yieldins alfo their gold and filver,do bringin a greater 
profit; out efpecially if thefe Minerals having been firft 
melted with Copper, are by the benefit of Iron (or 
melted with Iron) brought into Regultts, and their 
Gold reduced to a narrow compafs, which Regulus 
being thrown into the Lead, together with the Tin, 
iet be made into Scoria, and then their © is gotten 
without much charge, and is depurated by the Tin. 
But now, if you would have this reparation profi¬ 
table, it is not to be done in Crucibles, but in well 
compact Furnaces or Hearths, whereon the bright 
flames running, let your metals be throughly heat¬ 
ed or calcined, and your Calcination, Incineration,or 
Annihilation being accomplifhed, let Rcdu<ftion be 
made in an acute Furnace, (Hit =>tttl)0fcn,) of which 
thing my time permits me not to give any larger 
account *, its fufficient to have experienced the truth 
thereof in a leller quantity; any one may try his 
fortune in Metallick Operations. 

Now, although there are morewaiesoffeparating 
©and) from if, yet what 1 have already declared 
feems fufficient for this time ; the following Chap¬ 
ters, wherein the nature of the other metals is trea¬ 
ted of, will manifeftly open what I have decreed to 
difeover concerning them- 


C&irti Eule* 

Of Mars and bis Property. 

T Hc fix hid Mitals have thruft out, or expelled the 
feventh from t hem , and made him Corporeal, 
leaving tin to him lowefi Dignity , and impojing on him 
the mo(l thick^hardaefs and labour. In this body have 
they manifefted their ir hole ftrength , and hardnefs of 
Coagulation to be , fhntting up, or keeping inward, their 
Colours and Nobility, tvith their Fluidity. ’Tis hard 
and full of Labour , to make a Prince or King of a 
Pe.ifant , or common Fellow: But by his Vertite, ob-. 
tains Honour, and gets up into the high Throne of the 
King : But ’tis expedient , that care be itfed, leaf h.t- 
fltlypoftino forward . he be taken. It is to be confi- 
dered by what Art <? may be promoted to the Throne •, 
but the 0 and j> put in the place of <# with Tj • 
(BlaubJ We are come now to Mars in order, it 
being the 3 d. according to the Compute alfo of the 
Aflonomcrs, defeending from above. Now Paracel- 
fus doth not attribute the firft place to T,, as the 
Altronomcrs do, but to 5 ", and haply, not without 
great Caufe, hinting hereby fome lingular thing. 
He goes on, and fays^Hims rude, fharp, and thick, 
becaufe the other Metals have call: out their moft 
ignoble, and bafeft part upon him, which thing ex¬ 
perience teftifics : He is compofed of -bard knotty 
Timber, and hath in him but little good ; he is (harp 
and churlifh, ar.d not at all to be compared to gentle, 
tender, ard noble if ; but if he be once freed from 
his knottinefs, which is hard to do, and render’d 
tradable, he fhews his Virtue, and difeovers him- 
felf alfo to be a partaker of the Royal Blood. Pa- 
racclfus adds, that f, can take away his knots, and 
elevate him to an higher degree, although the Aftro= 
nomers are very much difpleas’d with the Conjun¬ 
ction of thefe two, as being the Author of all evil, 
and have therefore inferted peace-making, and be- 
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nign Jupiter in the middle. Now that Lame Saturn 
may polifh and make crabbed J fmooth , P.iracelfns 
tells you that there’s need of Caution, left by over 
haftinefs, he bring lofs upon himfelf. He Itoutly 
refifts, nor doth he eafily yield, but rather bufily 
contrives how to captivate and deftroy others; yet 
Paracclfus mentions its poffiibility 3 vvliofe Reafous, 
Way, or Manner , wd will briefly illuftrate. h in¬ 
deed is by Birth, fitted to wafh the other imperfect 
Metals, and to purge them from their fuperfluous 
Sulphur , if any good doth accidentally adhere un¬ 
to them, but knows not how to remove their radi¬ 
cal, and innate Impurity ; and that it is not alone 
fufficient for this thing , the trial of the Tcft wit- 
nelleth ; for although you add Iron to T,, to be 
feparated upon the Cupel; ( SUigtljm fallen ) yet 
hath it no fincere ingrefs into Tj •, but if it be fo 
far brought by great labour, it doth not remain, 
but fpcedily feparates to the Superficies, like Sco¬ 
ria, and leaves nothing with the Lead , but what 
was accidentally in it, himfelf withdrawing with his 
whole power, and native goodnefs; Tin alfo doth 
the fame ; but Copper albeit it fwims not upon 
the Lead, nor goes away, yet it is not therewith ra* 
dically joined, but being reduced with the Lead, 
into Liquable Scoria , defeends into the porous Allies, 
of which we have accurately treated in the Fourth 
Part of our Furnaces, and in the Appendix. 

Lead is not therefore the true walhing of Mc.- 
tals, but that it may fo become , ’tis clear that it 
muft be aptly prepared ; and if you do more exact¬ 
ly contemplate on the thing, you’ll find it very ra¬ 
tional ■, for by what means can b the (molt liqua= 
ble of all the Metals, freely copulate with d, which 
is the hardeft: Indeed ’tis true, that they enter 
each into the other by mutual fufion; but ’tis forced¬ 
ly and fuperficially, not radically •, as if one boils 
Water, mixt with Meal, into a Pulfe; the Wa¬ 
ter thickens, the Flour moiftens ; yet neither 
entring into the other, radically; but the Watcr 
getting into the Pores of the Meal , or Flour, 
makes it Pap: In the fame manner is it with t? 
and <?, they are indeed mixt; but cannot equally 
fuftain the violence of the Fire. <? doth not al¬ 
ter his'breeding or wit; but in the melting toge¬ 
ther, remain an hard, and not eafily melted Metal; 
nor is the humidity and liquability of the Lead here¬ 
by correded; for although they arc become one 
Mafs, yet each keeps his old Condition : but if 
they are fo order’d, that both of them may undcr- 
goe the fame Fire; then the Iron will yield, and de¬ 
liver his Gold unto the Lead, and his warm Vola¬ 
tile Sulphur maturates the Silver, lying hid in the 
Lead ; exalts it, and makes it corporeal, that each 
beftows on the other, his Goodnefs and Virtue ; 
each fupplies the others defeats, and both are per¬ 
fected ; for although hard crabbed <f be made 
flow with liquid and combuftible Sulphur, or a 
Sulphureous Mineral, as 5 , Arfenuk., or Aunpig- 
ment ; yet is not any tranfmutation made, each re= 
maining in his own Nature, without alteration ; like 
as 5 being reduced into an Amalgama, with © or 
makes no folution, only adheres unto the Gold, 
and eafily feparates therefrom, leaving the Gold 
to hhnfelf: But if any one know how to conjoin, 
© and > with Mercury radically, they would nor 
forfake one the other ; but would perfect them- 
felves mutally in a ftrong Fire ; fo would the other 
Metals too, were they but radically commixt. Some 
one may ask, what is this radical or fpiritual Cora* 
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mixtion of the Metals, and what I underftand there¬ 
by ? for Anfwer, They are to be fo united with an 
implanted Love, that they freely join together, and 
fo remain equally, enduring profperity and adverfity; 
and neither of them difcernible from the other, 
that they penetrate the (hut Gates, and thick Walls, 
without any obftacle; that the Volatile exhales 
not in the Fire: that which is liquable, feparates 
not from what is illiquable; thereby penetrating 
the Veflel, leaving behind it,, the more fixt, or 
rougher part? in the form of Scoria : But thou 
mayft demand by what means I fpiritualize the Me¬ 
tals, and radically conjoin them -, v/hat, mull they 
firft be dillolved in A fa forth , or other corrofive 
Spirits, and be diftilled by an Alemlick , that 
they may become Volatile ? No, I mean not any 
of this; this kind of fpiritualization is a meer de¬ 
ceitful, and cheating Labour, hindering many thorn 
fands, which otherwife would be nigher to the 
Truth : All the Philofophers dilfwadc you there¬ 
from , that you do not torment the Metals with 
fharp fpirits, whereby inftead of being perfedted, 
they are corrupted and mortifyed radically. ’ lis 
madnefs to pour more Water into any one that is 
fuffocated with Water, thereby to reftore him to 
Life ; this is to put the Bridle on the Horfe’s Tail- 
Now ’tis evident, that the fuperfluity in imperfedt 
Metals, is their combuftible and corrofive Sulphur ; 
and by how much, the more imperfedt and bafe 
they are, fo much the more of a combuftible Sul' 
phur do they polfefs : an evident Teftimony, of 
which we have in Iron, or : ’Tis only his acid 
Sulphur that deprives him of every degree of dig¬ 
nity, which grofs, acid, and vitriolated Sulphur, 
did he not fo much abound withal, he would not 
contrad Ruft fo eafily ; and by the attradtive Moi- 
fture be fo foon corrupted: and were he not fo 
quickly rufty, he would be put to better ufes, than 
now he is- But you may objedt, that you cannot 
conceive, how he can have fuch a corrofive Sul¬ 
phur , whence fhould it happen to him , for the 
Mineral, and Stones, whence he is extradted , do 
not appear to be impregnated with fuch a Sul¬ 
phur ; whence comes it therefore to be in him ? 
Befides, if the Mineral did partake of fuch a Sul¬ 
phur, furely it would never abide a Fire fo vio¬ 
lent, but it would be driven away. 

My Friend, thou doft not at all underftand the Na¬ 
ture of Metals, and for what end it was, that Nature 
left fuch a Sulphur in Iron, and the other imperfedt 
Metals; for it is a Nutriment unto their better Parts, 
being like an Embryo , and as'it were, a Covering or 
a Matrix, in which a noble Child is maturated, 
and is (after the ripenefs of the pure Metal) thence 
excluded. For Natures intention was not, that Iron 
fhould be but Iron, but rather Gold; but the dig¬ 
ger not willing to wait fo long, and knowing the 
manifold ufes of Iron, allows not time for it to 
become Gold, juft like the Filher-man (who catch¬ 
ing a very frnall Filh, and the Fifh defiring to re¬ 
turn into the Water, until being grown bigger, 
he might the better fill the Platter ) faid, nay, but 
I will hold thee, as thou art, for ’tis uncertain, 
whether or no, being grown bigger, thou mayft 
then be found. Juft thus doth the Miner do, he 
waits not the Irons becoming Gold, but puts it to 
its prefent ufe. 

’Tis commonly known, that there is abundance 
of corrofive Salt therein,- which is not combuftible 
in melting Fire, neither needs it any further dc- 


monftration; it having been alfo treated of in the 
Annotations of my Appendix : and that thou mayft fee 
that a Metal can preferve, and keep its volatile 
combuftible Sulphur in a melting Furnace, I will 
expound it fomewhat clearer t Gold having^already 
obtained its perfedtiou (it being a mature produdt ) 
Nature hath feparated this combuftible Sulphur, 
or acid volatile Salt therefrom; becaufe it needs 
it not for any further nutriment- neither would 
it hold it, if it fhould be put unto it, but thrufts 
it from it in the Fire, and hath no affinity there¬ 
with, as the orher imperfedt Metals have. 

Now Luna although it be not focompleatly per¬ 
fect as Sol ; yet, ’tis more perfedt than the ci¬ 
thers, and hath notwithftanding, a Commerce with 
this fulphureous Salt; yea, fo as to hold common 
Sulphur a very long while in a great heat, which 
we fhall declare anon in the feparation of Metals; 
and if > ( which is almoft a ripe Metal ) doth 
thus, queftionlefs the other more imperfedt ones 
will do it more willingly; which thing , that you 
may be the more allured of, incorporate a fulphu¬ 
reous Salt with any Metal, and continue it in a 
great heat ; and after a few hours you {hall fee 
that your Metal will hold that Sulphur, and de¬ 
fend it againft the force of Fire; but if a Me» 
tal be in fome fort freed from this fulphureous Salt 
by a melting Fire, it doth again receive and hold 
it •, Will it not therefore hold its own, wherein it 
was born and from whence it came forth. <J excells 
them all as to this, being not only a friend to ful- 
phurcous and corrofive Salts, but alfo to Vrinous 
which (when it cannot have acid falts) it doth by a 
magnetick power attradt and defend thefe in the fire. 
For example ; mix the filings of $ with Nitre and 
fait of Tartar, and thefe falts, in a melting Fire, 
will be fixed with 3 , and refills the Fire. Which 
thing is mod worthy obfervation, and by no means 
to be negledtcd- 

But to return to my former purpofc of demonftra- 
ting, that Imperfedt Metals arc not only, not bettered 
by corrofive falts and fpirits, but are rather corrup¬ 
ted : Daily experience doth prove it before the eyes, 
that all fuch as have ufed corrofive fpirits in their 
bettering of metals, have done no good at all there¬ 
with, but have, to their hurt, loft both their time and 
labour: whereas thofe that have ufed other mens 
firuums that are not corrofive, have profited more 
therefrom,and have feen more than they have fought; 
fuch as thofe arc in a way tending to dilfolve metals 
without corrofivcs ; to make them fpiritual, and ra¬ 
dically to unite them, that they may mutually adt in, 
and fuftain or undergo the Fire alike,and may co-o¬ 
perate to purity and perfedtion, and may ennoble 
themfclves. Of which Spritualiz.ation more fhall be 
fpoken in the Sixth Chapter, where Paracclfus alfo 
treats thereof. This therefore do I affirm of d >that 
he muft be handled with fuch menfiruums as are nqt 
only not corrofive, but contrary to Corrofives, and 
fuch as mollify and feparate thofe Corrofives which 
the Metals hold in fufion, thatfo for the time to come 
they may attradl no more any moifture, and thereby 
contradl Ruft, and be corrupted ; but may be rather 
able to preferve and defend themfclves againft Corro¬ 
fives and combuftible Sulphur. But let none think, 
that (j being by this Antidote freed from its thick, 
earthy, and combuftible, and corrofive fulphur, will 
be wholly turned into ©, for ’tis the fmalleft part 
of that is good : by how much the © is more no= 
ble than common by fo much is the <?, from 
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whence the Sol is feparated more vild than other 
Iron, and the remainder is nothing elfe but a molt 
vild Earth or Scoria , void of all metallick fufion- 
The milk of a Cow or another Animal, if unmixt 
with water, is good milk ; but yet ’tis far inferiour 
in goodnefs to pure,good, well- wrought Butter ; and 
by how much milk ismore.vild than butter, by fo 
much is the whey and acid milk from whence the 
Cream is feparated, more vild than that which is 
fweet and abounds with Cream- If generous wine 
befpoiled of its fpirit moll: fweetand moIlexeellent,by 
the benefit of Dellillation, one part of that is better 
than 12 parts of wine out of which it was extract¬ 
ed j the remainder cannot be wine any more, but 
is much inferiour to good wine, as wine is to the 
fpirit. 

The like is it with Metals, which being depri¬ 
ved of their foul, whereby they obtained a metalliek 
form,they can no more be malleable Metals. There¬ 
fore ’tis good to conlidcr whether or no in the fe- 
paration of © out of the Imperfect metals, it will 
be anfwerable (in value) to the metal, and other 
Expences necelTary about extracting it; but now, if 
you know how to apply the refidue of the Metal to 
other ufes, you may with the more confidence at¬ 
tempt the reparation. But to return to the words of 
Paracelfus , 1 will Ihew how may, through ^’s 
help- arrive to a Kingly dignity. I have before 
faid, that there is no familiarity between the moll 
fufile and moll hard metal, but the one will be gone 
away in fume before the other will melt, and that 
we cannot want Tj in the reparation of <?•, but how it 
is to be handled, I will briefly explain- 

Saturn ofhimfelfis liquable and volatile, but yet 
can be made ilhquable and fixe without detriment of 
the Radical Moilture or Metallick Nature \ fo as to 
undergo the fame Fire with <?, and being brought 
to this pafs, it is then fit for the reparation of c?. 
’Tis many waies made illiquable (l^artfluffiiy^ but 
the bell way is by fixed Salts, ofa contrary nature to 
the fuperflnous Sulphur inc? ,and excellently well fepa¬ 
rated from the Result made of ; for Nitre and 
Salt of Tartar do not only harden Tj,Ibut unite other 
metals with him, making them fpiritual, and moll 
like to tranfparent, foluble Glafs, the which having 
fuftained the Fire their proper time, the Agent be¬ 
ing taken away, and the Patient fufficiently purged, 
the purell part of the Metals, thus fpiritually mixt 
together, doth by the force of t, feparate from the 
other unprofitable part. The Regains is purged ea- 
fily, fo that there’s no need of feparating the whole 
Mafs by precipitation and reducing it into Reguli, 
but Tj, by his innate force, doth in its due time fi- 
nilh the reparation or precipitation of the pure from 
the impure, of metals thus fpiritually commixt and 
united. This is enough fpoken concerning the way 
of feparating gold out of <?, by Tj, viz. Tj being 
firlt fixed by falts, and made hard to melt, fo as 
to endure the fame force of Fire with <?, or other- 
wife ’twill be impolfible to have any thing from 
by the ufual way of the Refiners , by the help of 
fcorifying with b (mlt andefim) and feparation 
(abtrctkn) which even as ¥ alfo doth not flay with 
common Lead in a llrong fire, but feparate themfelves 
and go into Scoria ■, the which we have alfo hinted 
in the Firlt Part of this little Book, whereto we re- 
ferr the Reader. This reparation of 0 out ofcJ, 
may be done with Regains of 5 and Nitre, and in 
fome manner better than with common Lead, but 
that I do not deliver the whole Procefsfrom top 
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to bottom, let no body wonder thereat, for then the 
Book would grow to too great a bulk, and I fhould 
not receive any reward the more from the Unthank¬ 
ful : Let it fuffice, that I have declared the manner 
and the Species wherewith ’tis to be done ; for ’tis 
for the fake of fuch Chymilts as are moll expert in 
the Fire and Metalline Works that I write, and uot 
for the common Deltillers of Waters- And as 
touching what may tend to illuflrate what is faid, it 
lhall be fupplycd with fome ProcelTes at the end of 
the feven Rules- 

Whereas I have attributed to c? in the Firlt Part 
of this Treatife and elfewhere, that he doth noc 
only unwillingly deliver his own gold , but alfo if 
any be either accidentally, or of fee parpofc, added 
thereto, he fwallows it up and hides it, and will not 
rellore it without detriment and lofs. Some body 
may admire how it’s polfible for to be done fo eafily 
by h and Salts; let him know that this Extraction 
of ® out of c? is not any the common Exarnen or 
Trial, (akrclkttj but a true and Philofophical fep 3 - 
ration wherewith $ being well diflol- 

ved, is moll throughly feparated from his thick and 
hard body, concerning which, I never met with any 
full pregnant Proceiles any where. And albeit that I 
am not ignorant that many, yea molt that read, will 
not have any higher thought or conlideration, vet 
I fay that there is fomething elfe hereunder •, aud 
do believe, that it is to be eiteemed far more ex¬ 
cellent than Sol it felf; whicn that thou mailt not 
over-much trouble thy head about, l will not be 
fhy in communicating it alfo unco chee. viz. Out of 
Iron is prepared a Salt without any corrofive, which 
is able to cxtrafl the foul from Gold, that it will 
remain half dead. But c? will be impregnated as 
it were divinely, fo as to be able to give forth a 
golden Child : the debilitated Gold will recover its 
loll Colour and Virtue by 2 and 5 . Other Philo- 
fophers have likewife made mention hereof, we. that 
<? will not fpare even the King, out of whofe bowels 
he will Ileal rreafures, and will not blufli to adorn 
himfelf with the fame. Concerning which Secret the 
moll famous Sandivovo wrote on this wife. u The 
“ Chymills know how to change Iron into Copper or 
“ 2 , without the Sun: They likewife know how to 
“make 5 out of ¥ : Ochers there are that can make 
“ } out of Tj ; but if they knew how to adminiller 
“the Solar Nature to thefc mutations, qucftionlefs 
“they would find a thing more precious than any 
“Treafure. On which account I fay, that we mull 
“ not be ignorant of what metals are to be conjoined 
“one with the other, and whofe nature of them 
“ correfponds to Nature. There is therefore given 
“ one metal, which hath a power to confume the 
“ other metals, for it is as it were almolt their vva= 
“ ter and their mother} one thing there is thaton- 
“ ly refills it,'and is bettered thereby, viz. the hum- 
“ dam Radicate of the Sun and Moon ; but that I 
<c may difeover it, ’tis called Chaljbs. 

Thus you fee, that from alfo fome good is to 
be gotten, although all fpeak ill of him \ and in¬ 
deed he is wicked if he gets pofleflion : Nor will he 
fpare the highefb Powers, from whom he will forci¬ 
bly wreil their hidden Treafure?, but yet by Com¬ 
merce with 2 he will again repay it in time to be 
diftribuced amongft the lubjcftsi although the king 
being robb’d of his goods, looks pale upon it, yet he 
lays noc down his Life, and he remaining alive, 
there is no caufe of complaining, for as long as the 
Riches are not exported, but remain in the King- 
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dom, diftributed amongft the fubjefts, lie is able to 
receive his former majelty and fplendor from bis Re¬ 
venues, and to gather new Riches, and preferve his 
kingly dignity whole and found. 

Here I forefec that our common Know-littles, in 
the light of Nature, will traduce me, as if 1 enter- 
oret Sandivow's Chalybs to be common d , and fay 
that ’tis not to be underftood according to the Letter, 
but the Author would hint fomewhat elfe there¬ 
by ; but ’tis no matter, what I have written, I have 
written, and that not without caufc. I am not igno¬ 
rant, that he means not common Iron no more than I, 
but his inmolt Magnetick force and power, or ef- 
fence, prepared without corrofive,and known to few, 
which doth molt greedily extract and tranfmute the 
foul of Gold above all other things- And herewith 
we will reft and ceafc- 


Cfje JFouctt 

Of the Mature of 2 . 

T H E other Six Metals have in Q framed all their 
colours, and the medium of their Flux (with in- 
con fancy) into an External body. It would be there¬ 
fore profitable to hint to the under funding byfome exam¬ 
ples by what means the vifible may by the benefit of 
Fire be made invifble , and this again made vifible and 
material. AH combitfiible things may naturally be chan¬ 
ged in the Fire, out of one form into another, as into a 
* Coal , Soot f A foes, Glajs, Colours, Stones, Earth, but the 
Earth is reduced into fundry metallic!^ bodies ; and if a 
metal combufl or corrupted with old age , is thereby be¬ 
come unmalleable, fi’arp, and brittle, let tt well flow, and 
'twill aaain become malleable. 

(Bialik] Although that 2 being malleable more 
than all the metals, in and out of the Fire, is fit for 
all Operations, yet even this is not void of a com- 
buftible fulphur, but is radically polluted therewith, 
fo that it will molt ealily, of it felf, without addi¬ 
tion of any other fulphur, be reduced into Scoria, 
and be corrupted, which corruption is occafioncd 
by the muchnefs of its combuftible fulphur •, Gold 
and Silver being void of that Sulphur, are not fub- 
jeft to deftruftion- So that, although they undergo 
the Fire a moft long feafon, yet go they not into 
Scoria like the other imperfeft bodies ; and for the 
reducing of them into allies, combuftible fulphur 
mull be added -, whereas the imperfeft metals too 
much abounding with the fame, are changed by a 
moft light heat into Allies, Powder, or Scona, which 
Scoria's are melted into either tranfparcnt ordarkilh 
tinfted Glafs, according to the nature of the metal; 
which daffies may be melted into malleable Metal, 
and again into Allies and Glafs, as you pleafe, but 
alwaies with fome lols, by reafon of fome combuft 
parts irreducible into metal, the metal allb remain¬ 
ing, as it was at firft, without being any thing bet¬ 
tered. , , . ,, 

He who knows how to melt Metals into pellucid 
Glafs, by the addition not of metallick things, but 
of fuch things as have affinity with the metals , as 
Salts, Sand, or Stones, ffiall in reducing them , al¬ 
waies find his metal better than it was in the be¬ 
ginning : And thatthc Reader, for vvhofe fake 1 have 
written thefc things, may the more throughly un- 
derftand my mind, I will explain it fomewhat more 
clearly. Paracelfns hath above affirmed, That eve¬ 


ry vifible metal is an hider of the other metals ly¬ 
ing hid invifibly therein , and that the hider is to 
be removed, if you would that thofe vifible metals 
become vifible and corporeal, which being moft: 
truly fpoken, I know not what light it may be il- 
luftrated withal. The words all'o are fuccimft and 
cafie to be underftood, .yet no body believes them ; 
There’s fcarce one amongft an hundred that con¬ 
ceives what they tend unto. Aktals cannot be chan¬ 
ged without putting of their metalline ferm ; for if you 
keep them along time in Flux, by tbemfelves, or 
joined with others, if they remain in their Corpora- 
lity, they cannot help each the other, but being de- 
ftroyed cither by themfelves, or joined with other 
Metals, and nourifhed in the fire their due time, it 
cannot otherwife be, but that they fhould be bet¬ 
tered, for fo long as it retains its metalline form, it 
cannot be holpen. ’Tis nccellary that a hard body 
be broken and annihilated, before there can be made 
a fcparation of the pure from the impure- 

But this is to be done by a genuine Chymical 
manner, and they are to be dilfolved and through¬ 
ly opened, with things of affinity with them, where¬ 
by the purer parts may be united, and the more grofs 
may be feparated. If a metal be forced with a moft 
vehement Fire, its parts do firmly hold together ; 
for if it be fixt, then the parts abide in the Fire; 
but if volatile, then the parts thereof fly away to¬ 
gether, their natural bond holds them together, de¬ 
fending them againft the Fires power, but dilfolve 
their bond, and then they are compelled to fubmitto 
Culcan's Force and Empire, and will let you make of 
them what you pleafe- It may well fhame theChy- 
mifts to work fo dilagreeably with Nature , and 
may well learn by the Husbandman’s labours to fend 
for Nature’s help. The Husbandman therefore, 
when he fows his feed, to have a good Crop there¬ 
from, he cafts not his grain upon any fort of earth, 
without confideration, but chufeth fuch earth for 
each proper feed, as being well dung’d, may fuit 
•beft therewith, and in a convenient feafon fows his 
grain, that it, being putrefied and annihilated, may be 
multiplied, he leaves it to the warmth of the Sun, 
and to the vivifying Rain to concod and maturate it; 
well knowing, that without precedent putrefaction 
and lofs of its form, it cannot be multiplied. He 
likewife knows, that when it hath arrived to its ma¬ 
turity it muft not be left in the Field, but muft be 
reaped, and then the better and more heavy part is 
to be fanned and feparated from the lighter and wor- 
fer part, viz., the Chaff'; the which operation is, 
by Experience and longlife, known to be good and 
needful. This Procefs muft a Chymift obferve, for 
one Metal may be made the field of another, wherein 
putrefying, it may get it felf a new body, which 
being done, he muft iikeivifc know how to feparate 
the new body from the faces, from which ’tis ga¬ 
thered and made ; and how to fan Vulcan like the beft 
and moft ponderous, from the lighteft, for both of 
them will be made better by the foregoing prepara¬ 
tion, and the annihilation of the bodies. When a 
Country-woman intends to feparate the better part 
of the Milk front the more grofs and cheefy part, 
file puts it in a quiet warm place, that the beft 
part may rife up, and the worft part go down ; the 
which being as yet not fufficiently purified, fhe adds 
her art, and puts it into a Churn, and doth fo long 
ftir or agitate it until another reparation be made 
of the pure from the impure, which we call Butter 
which notvvithftanding, had it lain never fo long 
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by it felf, had never come to have been Butter,with¬ 
out the Hand and Art of the Country-woman- W ho 
would believe that in Milk there lies Butter, if he 
did not daily fee it ? This reparation of the But¬ 
ter from the watcrifhnefs, proceeds from the quick 
fhaking and agitation, whereby the Milk heats ; and 
if it doth not fadge, then do they put thereto fome 
warm moifture, which uniting it felf with the moi¬ 
fture of the Milk promotes a reparation, for heat 
alone is the mecr caufe of haftening the fcpara= 
tion- This now may feem a grofs Example to the 
Ignorant, but let none imagine that this reparation 
of the Butter from the Milk is alledged in vain, 
bnt rather to Ihow the way how out of imperfect 
Minerals the golden and filver milk or part, is to be 
feparated by the accefs or addition of a warm Mi¬ 
neral water, and by the Fires agitation: Even as warm 
Water helps the moifture of the Milk, that fo it doth 
the caficr feparate its own heterogeneous Butter (and 
yet the way of feparating the Butter from the Milk, 
without agitation, by the aftufion of a warm thing 
and coition, is not unknown;) fo alfo the Metals are 
feparated, if they are along time boiled with their 
own Water- 

Now, becaufe of themfelves they are compad bo¬ 
dies, if you keep them in Flux a long feafon, they 
remain compaft, and are not able by their own po¬ 
wer to (hew forth their Good or Evil, nor make it 
appear, whether or no they contain Gold or Silver : 
They arc to be a long time boil’d with Water, that 
being difperfed, they may be tranllatcd out of their 
metalline nature, and the pure (by the agitation of 
the Fire) may be feparated from the impure ; which 
purer part of the metal doth not fwim at the top, like 
Butter, but fettles to the bottom like a Regttlus, after 
the metallicfc manner, and all being cool, it mult be 
feparated from the Scoria y and in a Cupel be walked 
to the utmoft purity (aligctnchtn). 

But now ’tis worth the while to know what Water 
this is which is fit for this Work, and makes a repara¬ 
tion of metals; for feeing that it muff have power 
to diftolve metals, it’s expedient that it be a friend 
unto them, and of the fame kin, or (that I may 
fpeak clearer) ’tis fit that it be their difl'olver and 
examinator ; and this old &«/<?•« hath power to do, 
out of which it may with fmall colls and labour be 
prepared; but the cojnmon Saturn , although it be 
called the Water of Metals by all the Philofophers 
( but in the ufual vvalhing in the Cupels ’tis not found 
fo to be) yet as long as it remains in a compact me¬ 
talline form, ’tis unfit for this thing; let him firft be 
made Water himfelf before he reduceth the metals 
into water; which work is eafie, of fmall coft, and of 
a few hours labour, and it goes into Water, and the 
Metals afe thereby walht. Of which more Ihall be 
faidin the following Chapter ofh, and elfewhere- 
This alfo is to be noted, That if Copper beingdiffob 
ved with the Water of Lead, be digefted its proper 
time, the moifture dries, and the metal is harden¬ 
ed, and returns into a metallick body; therefore 
the Solution is to be kept alwaies liquid by the affufion 
or pouring on of new water, left the mutual adion be 
hindered, which the Philofophers call Incineration ; 
Which being negleded, all the Work doth not pre- 
fently perilh, but there remains moft elegant Am an fa , 
and tinged Glafs, which Ihines among the Copper, gi= 
ving out from it felf a Blood-red Colour, wherewith 
not only wooden Veflels may be adorned, but alfo 
GIafs=Painters may ufeit; of which red Glafs there 
hath been fomc found in old Churches; but’twas be¬ 


lieved that the Art was throughly loft ; but this came 
not by chance without doubt, but was purpofely com 
cealed by thofe whofc pradifing hereabouts did per¬ 
ceive a better thing to lie under if, for the red A- 
man fam or Glafs, being burnt its proper time with 
a ftrong fire, gives a Regains yielding in the Leaden 
walhing (tm cibtrribcn) good Silver. But if you 
feek for ) out of 2 , it’s better not to make the red 
Amaufmn or Glafs at all, but to keep on with Ince- 
ration, that it may not tome to be red, but may re¬ 
main a pellucid and green Glafs, even until 2 be 
well walht- 

Moreover this is to be noted, That 2 and the 
other metals are not only reducible into foluble 
and infoluble Glafs, by this Saturnine Water, but the 
fame is to be done by the addition of clean Flints 
and Salts, by which tticy are made much fairer than 
thofe done with t, ; but in the reparation (»>£ljjc- 
rtMjjlj) they are vildcr, becaufe the Dillolvent’is not 
fo metalline, and after purgation, they do not fo 
eafily give their Regulus as thofe that are done with 
the Water of T?. There’s alfo another way, by 
which the fupcrlluous burning fulphur of 2 may be 
wafhed, and Ihc cleanfed without the water of k or 
of the Flints, viz., with SAt-Pctrc. If 2 or any 
other impcrfe<ft metal be often mixt therewith and 
burnt, the purer parts come together, and the com- 
buftible parts come together, and the combultible 
fulphur feparates in the form of Scoria. To conclude, 
This feparation and walking may be done by the help 
of other fixed Salts, but none fo good as the Water 
of t, - Now let the Reader know, that thofe things 
fpoken in a rude ftile, concerning 2 , want not their 
weight, even as the following Chapters will openly 
declare- 


SLljc Eulc> 

Of the Nature and Virtue of Saturn. 

T Hhs fpeaks Saturn of himfelf: The other Six PLu 
'nets have excluded at:d thrttfi me out , who am their 
Examinator^from the fpiritttal City y affigntng me an 
habitation with a corruptible body ; for what they neither 
are , nor will be , 1 am con(lrained to be : My fix Bre¬ 
thren arc Spiritnali wherefore as often as lam in the fre y 
they pa/s through my body , and both I and they perijh to¬ 
gether in the Fire y the two befi excepted 7 ® and who 
are mofi neatly and purely wajht in my waters , and wax 
proud. My Spirit is Water^foftning the bard bodies of 
my Brethren^ but my body is additted to the Earthy 
whatfoever 1 lay hold on y is alfo made like the Earth ; 
and is converted into one body. It would not be good that 
the World Jhould know what is in me y or what I could do ; 
it would be better did they but know how to get that thing 
which is mine ? and is in my faculty y they would lay afde 
all other Arts of Alchymy , and handle this thing only^ 
which I am able to per fell. The Stone of Coldncfs is in 
me ; this is the Water by which I caufe the Spirits of the 
fix other Metals to congeal into the Corporeity of the 
Seventh< 9 that is to promote © with ) . Antimony is 
twofold-, the one fort is the common blacky 3, wherewith 
® being mixt and melted\ is purged • this is of near eft 
kin to Lead ; the. : other is white Magnefia, Bifniuth, 
and neareft to J in , being mixt with the other 5 , it ev¬ 
er eafeth ) . 

(Blatil).] Here we have mention made of Satnrny 
from whence the Bath (fpoken of afore) for 9 and 
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the other metals is prepared, and that twofold, the 

common and 5 , both vvlnchl have mentioned in y 
former Trafts, as profitable for this wanimg^bu 
one is fitter for fome metals than the othe . gg « 
willinplv enters into T?, and may molt rightly oe 
wiLcI and feparated (fftWjm) with the 
Saturnine water, <? and v will not, but .5 
them molt greedily, holds and walheth theni, whic 
is impoflible for the common h to do. Yet 
Kithltanding Par, cel fits feems to hint at fome oth 
thing here, fpcaking of the tranfmutation ot * 
iriff other metals, aiming (as I conjeea«re) « JjS 
at an univerfal as a particular tranfmutat on ofMe 
tals by Saturn. Now Saturn alfo, as he is the: wa. 
ter and wafiiing of other metals, fo may he him 
felf be walked with Salts, which, as 1 lhall anon de¬ 
clare, are his water. „ , , r 

But let no body wonder that I fpeak no larger f 

the nature and virtue of Saturn, whom I fet 1 ° mgh 
an elteem upon; for it hath been moll ^ re ^V X 
mentioned, and after this will be ; fo tis noe fit o 
often to repeat the fame thing, one Chapter tUu- 
ftrates another. See fuch other final! Trafts as I 
have written of Saturn, and compare them well to¬ 
gether, and without doubt you will perceive my 
meaning That which Paraeelfus adds concerning 
difference of 5 is plain enough, and wants no il- 
luftration i for common Lead and 5 (although much 
differing in the diverfity of Sulphurs) was by the 
Philofophers called Black Lead- B.fmuth,alhy Lead, 
and Tin, among the ancient Meta lurgilts, is white 
Lead ; which appellations we fliall leave to the an¬ 
cients, and fay no more thereof. 


Ctjc ©t.ttf) Eulc. 

Of the Moon, and her Nature and Property . 

T f any ore coes about toreduce > into T, or $ it will be 
I as difficult as to make > (withgreat profit) out of 5 , 
■Z . n or I, But»,tn not expedient to make ■vile 
thing's out of good. but to make precious things out of 

w hence »tts rifen • he that is ignorant of this, willfindtt 

impojfible to make Luna. 

Ouelt What therefore is Luna? 

Anfw. It is the feventh external, corporeal, material, 

0 f the Six metals therein hidden ; for alwaies (as tt 
Lth been 'very often fatd) the Seventh hath the ether Six 
tpiritually hidden within it felf, neither alfo can thefe 
L-be without an external, material metal -, nor can any 
corporeal Metal be without the fix fpintual ones and their 
T.lence If yen melt the fieven Corporeal Metals , it doth 

nothin* as to making © : after mtxtion, each as its na¬ 
ture it, remains fixt in the fire, or volatile For example 
mix as mil as you can 5 , 3, $, ® an ^ 1 

m.txrefm follow, -to > »'« ""Iff' 

,b c „h^L,,L,blyb*o„e®oodt ■■ Mbooihlboy 

Zumiloitkr info oo,mafs, ytt tool, -<-» ----- 
on, II.,re m. if you t°k of ob, coryorul for 

,Jf»,oLpfh in - he fpirilual n.mm nnd m,m 
of Ma.’ii, !««»/- Sprits ndmt of no fc/aramn and 

’"‘"JhCfb yon HII the Body nn bnndred times, ytt will 
limy nlwntet hove another Body more noble than t te for, 
mer. And this is the promotion of Metals from one 


mortification into another *, that is, from a more ignoble 
degree to a higher 5 that is Luna, and from a better to the 
befi, that is Sol ; a tnoft illufirioHS and royal Metal j 
°tis alfo true, and alwaies will be, which hath been often 
fpoken of before, that alwaies the fix metals generate the 
f event b, and deliver it from t he mfelves into a palpable and 
viflble fub fiance. 

Qucfl. Now, then if it be fo, that the Luna, or any 
other metal, is alwaies caujed and produced from the other 
fix. What therefore is its Property and Nature ? I an- 
fwer, Out of 5, V, S * £, ^ ,and ©, no other metal 
can be made, but ^}\thereafon is^bccaufe as to the other 
fix tnetals, each are indued with two good virtues, which 
in all make Twelve •* thefe virtues are the Silverift or 
Lunar Spirit, which in brief underft and thus , Silver is 
compounded into a corporeal Metal, out of the fix Spiri¬ 
tual Metals, and their Properties, in number twelve, and 
is likened to the feven Planets, and the twelve Ccdefiial 
Signs ; for the ) hath from 2 the Planet, and and 
K, * bright white flux and fplendor, 5, ^ ; a lf 0 ) 

hath fro?n V,c? , and tf, a white colour, a great conftan- 
cy againfl the fire and fixation, V, , tf ; from g, 
and T, it hath hardnefs, and a good clangour or found , 

<g, G, T ; from 2, ^ fit hath the means of Coagula¬ 
tion and Malleability, 9, ^ \fro?7i }?,VP,Jtl , it hath 

a fixt body with heaviness and gravity, T?, ; from 

®, Si, ijf, it hath a fincerc purity , and a great confiancy ? 
againft the violency of the fire, ®, t$ . 

Thus is briefly explained what is the exaltation and 
catflc of the fpirit and body of Silver, with its own com - 
pound Nature and Efjtnce. 

It vmfl alfo be known what matter the metallick fpi- 
rits do take in their flrfl Nativity, when they are car - 
ried down into the Earth from the Ccdefiial Influences ,viz. 
a vile Dirt or Stone , which the Ahne-di^gcr by breaking 
the body of the metal, deftroys and burns in the fire, in 
which mortification the metalline fpirit affinities another 
body, not fry able, but pure and malleable ; Then the jil- 
chyndfl coming, defiroys this metalline body, kills and pre+ 
pares it by Art, but that metallicl^corporcal Spirit makes 
apparently confpicnous , another more noble and much more 
perfett body, whether it be the Sun or Moon ; then both 
the metalhckJSpirit and Body being perfcttly united, are 
free and fafe from Corruption by the Element of 
Fire . 

(Haul).] Paracel fits in this Sixth Chapter repeats 
the words which have been oftentimes afore mentio¬ 
ned, viz.. That every vifible riietal is an hider of the 
other metals which lie fpiritually hid within it; with¬ 
al teaching, that it is impoflible for corporeal me¬ 
tals, although melted together never fo long, to be 
meliorated, unlefs they are firft made fpiritua] ; 
which I have oftentimes demonftrated and (hewed 
to be the very Truth, and the right tvay to Tranfmu¬ 
tation. • 

But he doth not in exprefs words teach the way 
by which they may be made and rendered Spiri¬ 
tual ; nor is it convenient to chew a Morfel, and 
thruft it into the mouths of the Ignorant. 

Now I fay, that as touching the fpiritualizing of 
Metals, Paracel fits doth not advife that Metals be dif- 
folved in corrofive Spirits,Sc digefted & deftilled over 
the Helm with it* by often Cohobations. The Spiri¬ 
tualization which he mentions here, is not to be done 
with Corrofives, for they are rather corrupted by 
them than perfected, neither in Glafles, but in Cruci¬ 
bles, and that in a few hours, without Corrofives, 
whereby they are fo depurated* and as it were pou- 
dered, that they are tranfparent in and out of the 
fire, and diflolvable in any water. This is a twe 
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fpiritualization of metals, and gainful if it hath the 
faid Properties : ’Tis othervvifc called by thePhilo- 
fophers, the firft matter of Metals, and at this time 
known but to few. 

Our Laborators nowadays know not anymctalhck 
fpirits, but fuch, as by the help of peregrine and 
noxious things, they drive over by an Alembick or 
Retort •, but Experience teftifies,that thefe are wholly 
ufelefs and unprofitable for Melioration. And al¬ 
though the ancient Philofophers write, Make the 
fixt volatile, and the volatile fixt, yet they mean not 
thatthe metals (hould bedeftilled. Which fublimation 
or deltillation they did not meddle with, butall their 
metallick labours, as Solution , Putrefaction, Definiti¬ 
on , Sublimation , Calcination , laceration , Cohob at ion, and 
Fixation, were done in one earthen veflel, without 
Corrofives-, nor did they weary themfelves with 
thofe ridiculous labours that are done by the means 
of GlalTes. But of this more in another place- 
Now read diligently over and over again what Pn- 
racelfas writes at the end of the Chapter, and it will 
appear, that he fpeaks of fulion, and not deftillati- 
on in GlalTes ~, where he Ihews, that a metallick 
fpirit at its firft defeending from the ftars into the 
earth, hath a molt vile form, like a ftone, or dirt, 
which the digger of it melts with a ftrong fire, where¬ 
by it gets a better form, and becomes a malleable 
metal. And here he is at a ftand, and cannot pro¬ 
ceed any farther. No.v, faith Paracclfus, the AI- 
chymift comes and takes this metal, and by his Art 
deitroies the metallick body, killing and preparing 
it; and by his labour it ailumes a more noble and 
fixt body, called (becaufc of its maturity) Gold or 
Silver, The 5 , although it be more pure and excel* 
lent than 2,<J, y,and h,yet having not arrived to 
maturity, it is (in companion of the ©) like a flower, 
which is more excellent than the herb, but inferiour 
to the feed,which is the moft perfect part ofthe fame. 
And, as in Vegetables the flowers are indued with a 
more elegant colour than either the feed or fruit: So 
alfo is the ) more abounding with Tindure than 
the©; which I have very often tried, and could 
demonftrate by many Examples; contrariwife,altbo’ 
the flower be, as to the form, colour and odour, 
above the feed, yet in goodnefs and durability it is 
much inferiour -, for the flower at an approaching 
cold falls away, but the feed endures, and if it be 
helped, it produceth a new herb, flowers, and feed, 
by which its fpecies are conferved and propagated. 
And as in Vegetables the herb is the greateft part, 
the flowers lets, and the feeds leaft , fo in Minerals 
is the like order moft fitly obferved: for (hould Na¬ 
ture produce only Flowers and Seeds with the Herb, 
whence would there be Grafs for.Beafts, whereby 
they might fill their Bellies, and fo yield duDg for 
the Country man to dung his ground withal, that it 
might produce'a new Crop of Herbs- Without doubt 
there’s more Tindure hidden in Xthan in ©, the 
inmoft part of which is a meer rednefs ; but the cen¬ 
tre of © is a moft fixt and fplendid Sky-colour, which 
is to be well obferved. As for the other Properties 
of >, which are moft frequently known, ’tis need-- 
lefs to mention them ; as to purity and fixation, ’tis 
neareft to ©, and therefore in metallick things ’tis 
to be likened to a Flower: ’Tis plainly void of 
combuftible and preying Sulphur -, but being not as 
yet arrived and concoded to perfedioD, it is a moft 
fuitable Vehicle to extrad © out of volatile and 
unripe Marcafites, and other auriferous Minerals, 
and to make it corporeal. Concerning which 1 have 


formerly written , and will write more hereafter- 


Clje Euie* 

Ofthe Sun , its Nature and Property] 

C Orporeal © is the feventh Metal of the fix fpiritual 
ones - y in it felf it is a meer Fire ; but the Rcajon of 
its being outwardly of an elegant,yellow , viftble, feuftble y 
ponderous, cold and malleable body, is, becanfe it hath in 
it the coagulation of the other fix metals, whereby ’tis 
competed into a viftble body. And as to its being melted 
with Elemental fire, * tis from hence, becanfe it hath a 
fluidity of Mercury, }£, and zz, fpirit Hally hidden in it 
felf', the which is alfo outwardly evident, becanfe it is 
moft eafily mixt with the ® } and detained by him. 

And whereas after melting, it grows hard by the Cold, 
viz* is coagulated, and grows ftijf, that comes from the 
other five metals, if, T ? , and > * in thefe five me* 

tals the Cold dwells and bears fway, and therefore ® can - 
not be fluid out of the fire, becaufc of Cold. Nor can 5 
with his heat, nature, and fluidity help him again/} the five 
cold metals , for its heat fufficeth not to Ijeep the © in perpe¬ 
tual flux, fo that it is enforced to obey the other metals ra¬ 
ther than one only, 5 , who (as to coagulation of metals') 
hath nothing to do, its Property being to make liquid, 
and not hard : It is the worlgof heat and life to make li¬ 
quid, but cold is the can/e of harjuefs, ftijfnefs, and im¬ 
movable, being therefore likened to Death. 

For Example. If you would reduce the fix cold metals to 
fluidity,whether it be V, Q ,$, ),©, it is to be done by 
the heat ofthe fire, for metals are not melted with cold 
Snow or Ice, but are hardened thereby . Now, afifoon as 
they are ?nelted by the fire, and that the heat ceafeth, the 
coldrujhctb in, whereby the metal ft ands ftill, grows ftiff, 
dies, and remains immovable. And becaufc that 5 is 
ahvaies fluid and living,tell me, / pray, whether or no fuch 
a thing proceeds from heat or cold I Some or other may 
fay, it is becanfe of its cold and moifi nature, and that it is 
living becanfe of Cold \ but whoever faith thus, and be¬ 
lieves thus, is ignorant of Nature, and deceived and fe- 
duced with the vulgar, whofe belief of any thing is out of 
the right way,& amif$,& are therefore to be avoided and 
jhitrPd by him that would truly know • for 5 is not living, 
by reafonof coldy but becanfe of its heat and fiery nature, 
as all things elje live becaufeof heat, for heat is thecaufe 
of life, and cold the caufe of death. 

But that® is in it felf a meer Fire, not alive in¬ 
deed, but hard, flowing its fiery heat only outwardly, as 
yellow mixt with red, and the other five metals, are cold, 
viz* ¥, J, 2, and ) ,giving their virtues to the 
viz* according to their frigidity 4 body, by their fire / 
colours, by their ficcity hardnefs, by their moifture weight 
or heavinefs , by their refplendancy found', and that it 
is not combuftible, and, to be deftroyed by the Element of 
Terreftrial Fire, that is by reafon of its fxednefs. Fire 
doth not burn Fire, nor deftroy it, but Fire joined to Fire 
becomes the greater and more powerful in firength . The 
Cceleflial fire defeending from the © upon Terreftnals, ii 
not fuch a fire as is in Heaven, nor fuch as our fire is on 
Earth ; but with ns the Cosiestial fire is cold, a rigid and 
congealed fire • and this is the body of Gold, and there¬ 
fore we cannot tame or maficr © with our fire , we can on¬ 
ly divide it and melt it, as the fun dijfolves and melts 
fnow, congealed ice and water. Wherefore it is not per¬ 

mitted for one fire to deftroy another, becanfe ® it felf ii 
fire, and in Heaven it is rejolved, but with ns it is coagu¬ 
lated. 
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Gold is in a threefold ftate with itsEffence. 

1, I he Calrflidl r Refolved. 

2 , The Elemental > it < Liquid. 

3 , The Metallic^ j t C orporeal. 

Cljc (£ntJ of tljc fsthcu l\ulc£. 


(©Imibt \T7E are now come to ©, a kingly and 

VV moft excellent Metal, the which P<?- 

racelftts compares to a meer abfolute Fire 5 and^fo 
’tis found to be, if it be feparated into parts', tis 
likewife endued with a feed-like nature, more hot 
than the Herb it felf or the Flower- But to what 
end Ihould we write of bettering it, when as it needs 
it not, being already conllituted in the higheft des 
gree of perfection, and Nature not being able to pro¬ 
mote it to an higher degree : Now then if it be to 
be made better, ’tis behoveful to make it Medicine, 
for never was a more excellent metal than it feen- An 
Herb planted in a fruitful foil, and brought to its 
perfection by the heat of the Sun, the feed be' 
ing ripe, it remains not in the fame form, but wi¬ 
thers, and the feed falls away ; but if it be feafonably 
gathered, it laftsa long while,and may,at your plca- 
fure, be put into the Earth, for the production of 
new Herbs of its kind; or elfe it may be ufed for the 
health of Mankind, having no other notable life be- 
fides. In like manner , Gold having arrived to its 
perfection, if it be to be farther advanced, it muft be 
made Medicine, or be put upon the Mctallick Earth, 
as Seed is on the Common Earth *, where putrefying 
or augmenting, or growing, it may exhibit and pro¬ 
duce a metalline Off-fpring- Every body knows 
that a good Medicine may be thence made, and that 
various waies, but few know the manner how ; but 
that ’tis able (like the Vegetable feed ) to make En- 
creafe out of the imperfect metals ( being its own 
Earth; Paracelfus teacheth in this place, and many 
Philofophers witnefs the fame, which is not only 
true in a particular melioration, where by attract¬ 
ing its like out of the impcrfcCt metals, it is encrca- 
fed ; but ’tis alfo to be believed as true, that from 
it may be feparated, by the induftry of a skilful me; 
tallick Philofopher, its inmoft Vegetative power and 
pureft portion ( all its husks, or outfide, wherewith 
’tis cloathed, being laid afide) and may thereby be 
exalted to a more than perfect eftate, although ’tis 
incredible to many, yet ’tis not in the leaft to be 
doubted of, except we would make all the Philofo¬ 
phers to be Lyers. 

As for my felf, although I never fet ray hand to lo 
hard a Task, yet 1 believe and affirm it to be in the 
nature of things, as having evidently obferved by 
my other metallickLabours, that this Medicine is in 
the poflibilityof Art; the which I will alfo in due 
time fet upon, if God give Life and Leifure. What 
the other properties of © are, and by what means 
good Medicines may be prepared therefrom, I have 
ipoken thereof in many places of my writings, and in 
its proper place more alfo ffiall be fpoken- And 
here we reft and conclude this little Book of the 
Rules of the Seven Metals. 


<©£>Danti Mature make notljmn; tntiattn 

’T'He Eternal City of all things (there’s an Eternal 
place in all things') without time , without begin¬ 
ning, and without end , is every where efter.ttally. It 
operates in that wherein is no hopes , and that which is 
accounted impoffible, unexpected, incredible , and plainly 
deplorable, will be true even to admiration, 

(Blaul).] Paracelfus having finifhed his Seven Rules 
of the Properties of Metals, begins after a fort, to 
repeat and illuftrate his fentiment or opinion, com- 
forcing the Operator, left happily he ffiould be dii- 
couraged, if his affairs do not prefcntly meet with 
good fuccefs; but let him ingenioufly proceed, be- 
caufe Nature snakes nothing in vain ; chat which is 
leaft of all believed, comes moft of all to pafs; his 
words are clear enough of themfelves. 

Item. Note now fome things on Argent Vive. 

Whatfocver whitens is of the Nature of Life-, and of 
the Property and Virtue of Light , which caufeth and 
makes Life. The Fire with its heat gives birth to 
this motion. Jlnd whatfoever blackens, is of the Na¬ 
ture of Death, of the Property and Virtue of Darknefs t 
( having the efficacy and force thereof ) which caufeth 
Death ; to the which hardening or induration the Earth 
with its Cold is the coagulation and fixation. The 
Honfe is alwaies dead , but the Inhabitant is a living 
Fire: If thou haft found out the true life of Exam¬ 
ples, thou haft overcome. 

(B(aul).] Paracelfus fpeaking here of Mercury, 
mentions Fire, which by its heat is the caufe of 
Light and Life, but that which blackens, is the 
caufe of Death; where making as it were a paufe 
or ftand, he adds thefe pregnant words. 

Sacrifice the fat Vervein (or Sulphur]. Rf eight lots 
of Salt Nitre , four lets of Sulphur, two lots of Tartar , 
mix them, and let them flow. 

(Blaul).] Here begin the Complaints of the Al- 
chymifts, becaufe Paracelfus writing of fo good a 
matter, doth fo fuddenly break off, adding fuch a 
Receipt, as in their judgment hath no affinity with 
Mercury, but is to him as a thorn in a man’s eye.This 
powder indeed is a good futile powder, for the re¬ 
duction of fuch metals as are otherwife hard to 
melt; but in this place ’tis meerly vain and need- 
lefs, becaufe 3 by his innate fiery power and heat, 
doth alwaies flow ; wherefore we want not this Flux 
forhim.Hadhe written in this place, how he (viz.. 
5) is to be coagulated and fixed, we would moft 
willingly have heard him, and as willingly have been 
content that he had kept his fluxing powder to him- 
felf. 

Such as thefe ought to blame themfelves and not 
Paracelfus , that wilh’dwcll unto them. The words 
which went juft before, may excufe him ; for he faid, 
that GOD and Nature made nothing in vain w here¬ 
by he intimates, that this powder is not fo ftrange: 
ly to be look’d on, as if it did not pertain to ?, 
who is more than enough fufile already, and wants 
it not- Nor was this mentioned to vex the Al- 
chymift no, Paracelfus knew this nimble fufile 
powder, and its operations upon the metals, better 
than he that complains thereof, (’tis of incredible 
benefit in the metals, did any or.e know how to ufe 
■ it) and he placed it here, that we might perfect¬ 
ly learn its higheft force and efficacy upon the roe- 
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tals; the which thing his foregoing words do alfo 
admonifh us of : It operates beyond hope , that 
which is judged impolfiblc is unexpefted, incredible, 
and defperatc, will prove true to admiration. 
Wherefore, think you. would he have added this fire 
had it not been needful in this place ? doubtlefs he 
knew how to burn the wings of 5, and thereby to 
ftay his flight. And although I know not how to 
fix 5 herewith, yet have I experienced wonderous 
things as well in the metals as 5, for if the metals, 
efpecially 5, be Philofophicafly joined herewith, Tub- 
limed and deftilled, they afford wonderful Men- 
ftruums. 

It's alfo here faid. Sacrifice the fat Vervcin (or 
Sulphur,}- ’Tis full well known, that the fuperfluous 
Sulphur in metals that are imperfedt, is the caufe 
of their bafenefs, and this fire is able to burn it up, 
but ’tis impoffible that all ihould know it; there’s 
need of ufe and diligence, if you defire Icarus, fly¬ 
ing with his Father Dtdalus, and approaching too 
nigh the Sun (whereby his wings being burnt, he 
tumbled down into the Sea Jfhould be drowned in the 
waters. The which let fuffice, for there’s enough 
fpoken unto a wife man -, let us therefore proceed. 

iVbat is to he determined concerning the 
Coagulation of 5 . 

T Is not at all expedient to kill 5, to coagulate 
him , and then reduce him into 5 , and to weary 
him with many fublimations and other things , for this 
is but the definition of the Sun and Moon that is in 
him. There^s another more compendious way, whereby 5 
is made "), of fmall cofi and charge , without any la-, 
hour of coagulation : Every man reads in the Writings 
of the ailchymi /?i ,fitch Jlrts as are mean and vile , and 
eafily preparable , whereby in a Jhort time he might make 
abundance of © and ), and are tired and vexed with 
the Writings of fitch as do not teach them clearly and 
plainly , and would willingly hear this , viz. Do fo and fo, 
and thou fimlt ■ have good ) and © to inrich thee. 

But good Sir ftay a while, and wait till the Se¬ 
cret be plainly opened to thee in pofitive words with¬ 
out any labour ; fo as to enable thee (in as ’twere a 
moment of time) to take h, 5, and V, and make So/ 
and Luna thereof. The Art will never be fo eafily 
known, how ihort and facile foever it be in it felf. 

(Slauli.D Paracelfus goes on, and faith. That ’tis 
not needful to coagulate 5, that © and > may be 
thence made, and that it is to be done with a moil 
eafie labour, and therefore few words are belt. And 
here Paracelfus is to be compared to that Rich man, 
who having heard that many periihed with famine, 
’tis faid that he ihould anfwer, That before he 
would be tormented with hunger, he would rather 
feed on rufty Bacon and Peafe, believing that all 
abounded with this fare •, the which they defpifing 
by reafon of their daintinefs, defervedly periihed. 
In like manner the good Paraceljus believed, that all 
Chymifts were his equals, as to the knowledge of 
Metals, not dreaming of the many poor Colliers that 
torment 5 by their folutions, precipitations, fubli¬ 
mations, refufeitations, fixations, and other labours; 
when as they are ignorant of what it is, what a- 
bonnds or is wanting therein, and fo for want of 
knowledge, toil and labour to no purpofe: 3 is a 
fubjedt of wonder, and is frequently wont to deceive 
the Alchymifts, whom (viz.. 5 ) if you would on 
the other fide deceive, when you purfue him, give 
him a little breathing (becaufe by force he’s not 
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to be compelPd) that he may a little wander 
about, but truft him not too much, left flying a- 
way , he leaves behind him an empty Neft. For 
which Work the firft Furnace, with its manyGlaf- 
fes, very well fitted and united, will ferve excellent¬ 
ly well. But in few words, ’Tis a fubjett of an 
inexhauftible wonder , the which I alwaies found 
the moft ftubborn of all the metals, that I have be- 
ftowed grievous pains about \ but yet do believe, 
that he that knows rightly to deal with him, will 
reap a benefit from him not to be contemned. 
But who is there that difeovers the Way ? Won¬ 
ders muft alwaies remain unknown unto us, and 
albeit we know not all things, yet let us acknow¬ 
ledge the great Mercy of G O D, and give Thanks 
to Him for that which we do know. 


The Receipts of Alchymy. 

(hall roe fay of the many Receipts and the 

* * * various Vffiels, fitch as are the Furnaces, Glajfes, 
Tefts^ Waters , Oils y Salts-> Sulphurs 7 Anthnonia, Mag- 
nefia, Salt Nitre, Alume, Vitriol, Tartar, Borax, Atra- 
mentum or Copperas, Orpimerit fSpume of Glafs, Arfc- 
ni c k,, Calaminaris, Bole-Armoniack, Vermilion,Calx, 
Pttch y Wax, Lute of Wifdom , Powdered Glafs, Ver- 
digreafe , Salt Armoniack, Soot, Rofvn of the Pitch-tree, 
Chalky-, Mans-fat, Hairs, Egg.pelts , Lac Virginis^ 
Cerufe, Minium, Cinnabar, Vinegar, Aqua-fortis, 
Crocus Martis, Elixir, Lazure, fultro-Marine) Soapy 
Tntia, ^atlCCtyolh, Cryjlals . What likewife fall we fay 

to their preparations, putrefactions, digefiions , probati¬ 
ons, fublimations, calcinations, folutions, cementatwis, 
fixations , reverberations , coagulations, graduations , 
rectifications, amalgamations , and purgations . Mojt 

Books are fully fiujft with thefe Alchymical things, as 
alfo what things are to be done by the benefit of Herbs ■ 
Roots, Seeds, Woods, Stones , Animals, Worms, Bone - 
Ajhes, Cockleshells, 'Mttfcles , &c- 

All thefe things are the Labyrinths of Alchymy, and 
are great and but vain Labours . APoreover, although 
© and > might be made by the means of thefe things, 
yet by reafon of the multitudes of the?n, the Worsts ra- 
t her hindred than advanced ; and therefore it cannot be 
truly learned from the aforefaid things, how to make 
© and >. But all fitch things are to be omitted, as 
operate not with the five mperfett Metals , for the pro¬ 
duction of © and >. 

What therefore is the true Way, and the Jhort Path 
void of all difficulties, that leads to the fpcedy making 
of good Sol and Luna ? How long will it be ere thou 
revealefi it ? I believe that thou underflandefl nothing 
of this matter, may fomebody fay, but dofi only mocf^ 
us with thefe Riddles . For anfwer : R hath been al¬ 
ready fpoken of, and is evidently enough difeovered in 
the Seven Rules ; He that understands not, let him 
blame himfelf. Befides, let no body be fo mad, as to 
perfwade himfelf, that the Art is moft eafie to be un¬ 
der flood, and to be perfectly known by the vulgar ; that 
is neither fo, nor mtifi it fo be \ but it will be better 
under flood in an occult and hidden Sence . 

This is the Art , viz. If you make the Heaven cr 
Sphere of J 2 to flow with life in the Earth , put tn all 
the Planets, or which you pleafe of them, but let there 
be of Luna leafl of all ; let it flow fo long, until the 
Heaven of t? doth wholly difappear, and the Planets 
remain alone dead with their own corruptible Bodies, 
and have affnmed a new, perfeR, uncorruptible body, that 
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I bodyls the Spirit of Heaven, by which the Planets be- 
come apain corporeal and alive \ as afore , lake out that 
new Body from the Life, and out of the Earth, and keep 
it for it is Sol and Luna. And thus haft thou the 
.Jirt plainly uncovered and intire ; if thou doft not yet 
under fund and apprehend it, ’tis well , for fj it muft be 
nor muft it be publickly divulged. 

<£latil>.] In this Chapter Paracelfns teacheth, 
That there’s no need of fo many ridiculous fpe- 
cies 5 for the tranfmutation of Metals , but that 
there’s virtue enough-in the metals to operate up= 
on, and to better one another, if they are rightly 
conjoined amongft themfelvcs •, yet in fome La* 
bouts we cannot be without Salts and Minerals, be* 
caufe they are ufeful to mollifie hard Metals, and 
to difpofe them to alTume a melioration. But ’tis 
to be obferved, that Corrofives are to be omitted, 
and fuch Salts only to be ufed as are friendly to 
Metals. Likewife other Minerals and Foililes may 
be fruitfully ufed in fufion, ( 5 riffmmgf 0 reparation, 
and other metalline Operations, as additamencs 
(al 0 ). The which thing Paracelfns denies 

not, but only rejedts, and that defervedly, thofe ri- 
diculous Compolitions of the unskilful Alchymiftsj 
which they making in their ufe Sol. He dehorts 
the ftudious Artift,and endeavours to bring him in¬ 
to the right way- 

Furthermore, he teacheth but in an occult lence, 
how good Sol and Luna, fuch as will endure all tri¬ 
als is to be extrafted out of imperfed Metals 5 
but’’tis fo obfeurely done, that no body can thereby 
underftand the thing; and fuch only as aforchand 
know fomevvhat, and have had the like Labours 
under their hands, are able to underftand his mean- 
in 

Doubtlefs this Procefs hath found many an one 
work enough, who have at laft attained to nothing •, 
but yet fome have by chance lighted thereon, and 
fo perceived the Truth of his Words, moft of which 
Inventions do cafually happen ; and whilft that 
one thing is fought after, and by accident Joft, 
fomething is oftentimes found more excellent than 
that which was intended. 

In like manner, moft things unfought after have 
happened to me and alfo m Y Labours have mani- 
fefted to me the greateft part of Paracelfns 1 s Arts, 
and not his Writings. And who will certainly and 
plainly teach what lies under that Covering.? Many 
Archers there are, but few hit the mark. Neither 
feems it fo necefiary to take nothing clfe but the 
aforefaid Metals -, the which thing Paracel/us alfo 
in his forementioned Procefs doth hint at, faying, 
When thou makeft the Heaven, or Sphere of A, 
to flow with Life in the Earth, fow in all the Planets, 
or fuch as you pleafe of them but let not the Moons 
part be biggeft, but letit bethcleaft of all. By which 
words ’tis eafily conjedured, that the greateft part 
mult be of Saturn, whereby the other metals arc to 
be walhcd and purified, and the lealt part ot the 
Moon. But fome body may ask, What rcafon is 
there for the Moon being here, fhc being already 
pure, for the waffling of whom there’s no need ? 
Why this hath been already elfewhere anfwered thus, 
viz.. That fhe may attrad, defend, and make cor¬ 
poreal, the walked, purified, and tender Sun, which 
would otherwife remain in the Scoria : Notwithftan- 
ding this reparation may be rn3de without the Luna, 
but then Vis not fo gainful. Neither alfo is it ne- 
ceflary to conjoin the Metals, and fo make but one 
work i n waffling them with Saturn •, each of them 


may be taken apart, and fo cleanfcd, unlefs a man 
knew how to contrive the compofition, then indeed 
the Work would be facilitated, and more Sol got¬ 
ten ; the which is to be well obferved, if either none, 
or very little Luna be taken- But if you take not >, 
then 2 is to be added, as being of neareft affinity to 
© and >, in its malleability, and fo that will attrad 
the volatile and immature © out of the imperfed 
Metals, and defend it in the fire, but much weaker 
than > • Tin and Iron being moft impure and ffiarp 
metals, may be wafhed with Lead, but with much 
difficulty, and may be deprived of their fpiritual and 
occult ©,but with far greater charges and colt, than if 
you took in 3 , or at leaft wife 2 . Now knowing 
this. Why do we not give to every one its proper ad= 
ditament, for the expedition and enriching of the 
Operation ? ’Tis worth ithe while to be able to 
make a good mixtion of Metals, and with profit to 
wafh them with A , in which mixture none believes 
how much there’s placed, nor ray felf neither, had 
1 not with Lofs learned the fame. For, when in 
former years I fought after fomewhat in this kind 
of operation, as wathing and reparation, and had 
fometimes found out a good Proba ; 1 have goncto 
repeat the fame labour again, and have egregioufly 
erred. And although I have for many years wrought 
hard in this kind of labour, and fpent much (which 
l repent not of) yet 1 dare not boaft of catching the 
bell prey, but am content with a piece of Bread, but 
yet I do not difpair, Good things come ftowly on, and 
the thorny prickly Budds fpring forth before the Ro- 
fescome- Now, if thou learneft the weights the 
Work will be fafe, and thou needeft not to doubt of 
doing the fame in a great quantity. Paracelfns goes 
on, and bids you to let the Planets which you have 
put in, to flow fo long with the Heaven of A , until the 
Heaven of A vanifli, the Planets will remain, having 
received a new body, which is to be taken out of 
the Life and the Earth, which will be © and >. And 
thefe words are varioufly interpreted by fundry men, 
cfpecially what the Heaven of A is, and arc perfwa- 
ded, that if that were known, the refidue of the 
Procefs they could ftate well enough. Many un¬ 
derftand hereby the common feparation made by a pe¬ 
culiar A, taking the Regains Stellate of 5, which is 
flampt with a Coeleftial Star, the which they blow 
on and melt with the Life, (which they interpret to 
be the firc)in the Earth (a Cupel or Tell tctflifcljeclitn) 
the bodies being left upon the Tell, like mortified 
Metals, the which reducing by a fufing addition, 
and melting with Lead, ( anjefotten) and promifing 
themfelves Gold and Silver, they find themfelvcs 
to be in an errour, and accufe Paracelfns of Sophi- 
ftry and Deceit, becaufe they can’t make good quan¬ 
tities of ® and >, by means of his Writings. 

And now, what this Sphere of Saturn is, may be 
varioufly explained : It may not unfitly be taken 
for common A, becaufe being fufed , it Ihines, and 
is turned round : or it may be taken for its Glafs, 
which being melted in the fire, Ihines like the Sun : 
or it may be the Stellar Regains of 3 } becaufe its 
Stria reprefents Stars when ’tis broken. But what 
benefit is it to know the Heaven of A and to be igno¬ 
rant of the true requifitc Life, and the reduction of 
the dead and reducible bodies. Common Fire is not 
the Life that Paracelfns mentions, but it may be ftir- 
red up thereby ; and fo he faith ; The fire with its 
heat, is the Nativity to this motion : If by the Ele* 
mental Fire he ffiould mean the Life, and by the repa¬ 
ration of A, or blowing of the Regains of 5, (the 
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flowing which Paracelfus mentions) then it mull nc- 
cefTarily follow, that the deftroyed bodies which re¬ 
main, (hould be made more perfect, and the Spirit 
of Heaven Ihould yet remain with them ; for thus he 
writes, viz.. The Planets by it do become corporeal 
and living, as they were before; but in thefekindof 
reparation, fcorification, or blowing off, it is not 
found fo to be-, but in thefe Operations their Bo¬ 
dies remain like Scoria , in which is neither fpirit or 
life, much lefs © and > to be found, though never 
fo diligently fought after. Paracelfus faith exprefly, 
viz.. That Body (to, of the flain or kill’d bodies) is 
the Spirit of Heaven, by which the Planets do again 
become corporeal and alive as before ; from whence 
’cis to be underftood, that thofc bodies are fpiritual,& 
not only corporeal and refufeitated, but fuch as may 
give life even to flain or deftroyed bodies, the which 
can’t be faid of them, for a fpirit mult be pene¬ 
trative and vivifying, and they are not fuch. 
For if (according to Paracelfus' > s mind) the dead bo¬ 
dies ought to be reduced to Corporality and Life, 
’tis neccflary that they have fome hidden power ; 
(which every one knows not) whereby they may 
demonftrate molt fpeedily their embodying and vi- 
vilication in a fpiritual manner, without the additi¬ 
on of any peregrine Flux, or clfe they arc deferved- 
ly to be rejected. But if any one fliould now ima¬ 
gine , that metals being by the red fire deprived of 
life, made fpiritual and again corporeal and living, 
fhould forthwith be all © and > ; he promifeth more 
to himfelf than is right, and is deceived (for Para - 
cel/ts faith, that That new body is to be taken out of 
the Life and Earth and kept, for’tis ©and >) for’tis 
impolfible even for the Philofophcrs Stone, to convert 


it into two equal parts, and then pound them, and by 
pouring water thereon, feparate the lighter parts af¬ 
ter the accuftomed manner, and the heavy Metal will 
fettle to the bottom : Now the drofs and metal will 
fill the former mcafure, but will very much differ in 
theirgoodnefs. 

Or if any one take two racafurcs of Wine, and by 
the heat of Fire, feparate the more excellent Spi¬ 
rit by deftilling in a Glafs Alcmbick, and leave 
the other meafure in the Cucurbit: Thefe two 
parts, though equal in quantity, yet they do much 
differ in goodnefs -, the one part will be more no¬ 
ble than Wine, and the other worfer; and as the 
other rcfidcnce is no more Wine, being deprived 
of Spirit, Life, Soul, and Strength, and is thereby 
unable to defend it fclf from death, but tends to 
putrefaction ; fo on the other hand, the Spirit is 
not fubjeCt to putrefaction , but preferves other 
things therefrom. 

The like is to be underftood of this metalline 
feparation, for the remainder, from which © is 
feparated, can no more be made Tin, Copper, or 
Iron, but is a grofs earthy Sulphur, by thereafen 
of the ©taken thence ; whereas before it was V, 

2 , <T, or Tj. And by how much the Spirit of Wine 
is more excellent than common Wine, and © than • 
an imperfect Metal, by fo much alfo will the Spirit 
of Wine and © excel, if they are again feparated, 
and new faeces fegregated therefrom. But this is 
not fo neceffary in this place ; ’tis fulficient to have 
declared the way and rcafon of this metalline re¬ 
paration, about which-we have even now treated, 


viz.. That the whole metal, nor the f or 


thcreof, will become Sol , and the reft remain 


part 


the whole bodies of Metals into ©and >, for out of I metal; but the leparation of the pure is very final! 
nothing, nothing can be made, as the Philofophcrs ’ ‘ ‘‘‘ 

fay ; and Experience teftifies, none but God only 
made any thing out of nothing; but that thing which 


is, may by Art be reduced into nothing, and that 
again reduced into fomething. Seeing therefore 
that the greateft part of metal is an unprofitable,com= 
buftible noxious Sulphur, which never was a metal 
but adhering only outwardly unto them, and being 
combuft, reduceth their httmidium Radicale into Sco-. 
ria ; which Humidum Radicale only (after its de- 
ftruCtion) and not the whole mafs of Metal or fuper= 
lluous Sulphur, is reduced by the fpirit of the Sa¬ 
turnine Heaven, out of nothing unto fomething, viz.. 
a Body and Life ; the Sulphur which before the cor¬ 
ruption was nothing, remains ftill a Nothing ; and 
if thou throughly obferve the thing, the Cafe ftands 
clearly thus; viz.. If in this operation there muft be 
a feparation of the imperfeCl metals, and a gathe¬ 
ring together of the more pure, and a difperllngof 
the more impure parts; thefe feparated parts muft 
therefore necelfarily be much unlike one another; 
and by how much © and > is more pure, if compa= 
red with imperfeCl metals, from which ’tis feparated: 
And thefe feparated parts are not of the fame Good¬ 
nefs and Nature ; as if ten duckets were divided into 
two parts, each part would have 5 of the fame good¬ 
nefs and weight. Now, if from one of thefe halfs 
you take two or three parts, and put them to the 
other half, it only makes the one bigger, and the 
other lefs: And if there be nine parts on the one 
fide, and but one left on the other fide, yet cannot 
the major part boaft of its excelling the other in 
quality, but only in quantity: As to Goodnefs, they 
are both equal. But now, if you take a Mineral or 


in quantity, in comparifon of the much impurity 
whence ’tis feparated. Nor let any one think he 
hath not attained the Art, and fo will not reft 
here, if all things become not ® ; ’tis fulficient if 
there be fome gotten, and that all the Labour is 
not beftowed in vain. 


By what means Cryflals are to le Conju - 
red) and all things to he feen in them. 

T O Conjure is no other thing , than mil to obferve 
a thing f to know and underfiand what it is : 
Cry flat is a Figure of the Air, in which is to be feeh 
whatfoeveris moveable in the air or unmoveable. The like 
appears in a Looking-glafs , in Cryjtal , and in the Wa¬ 
ter s y for the Air , Water , and Cry flats , are all one to 
Sight ; like a Glafs wherein an Ob jell is to be feen , as 
it were , reverted. 

(BlatlbJ I do not fully know what Paracelfus 
intends by this Conjuration of Cryftals, becaufe it 
appertains not to the metalline Arts; but yet it 
feems not to be here added without good reafon, 
fomewhat he would intimate - hereby. We read 
of the. Ancient Pagan Philofophers, that they con-- 
jured Cryftals, and beheld in them many wonder¬ 
ful things; the which, whether it be true or no, 

I leave as I find it, becaufe in my Judgment, fuch 
an Art feems not natural, but belongs to Diabo¬ 
lical Magick , which 1 have nothing to do with. 

Paracelfus alfo hath elfcvvhere written of worn 
drous Looking-glafies of the fame, and hath taught 
how to compofe them of Metals, melted together 
in a certain Time and Conftellation ; the which ma- 


Metai commixt with ftones, and by meafure divide ny have attempted to do, but not one (as far as I 
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know) hath attained the Myftcry. It fecms very 
probable, that he intends by this Conjuration ot 
Cryftals, that the Metals are to be made like to 
pellucid Cryftals, Air, or Water, wherein the foul 
of the Metal may fiiine, if you would fpiritualizc 
them, and make them yield their © and > • And 
in this Sence it agrees with the aforefatd Chap- 

ters. . . . .. 

It likewife feems, that the mentioning or this 
thing is nccelTary for the fake of thofe, who pra- 
difing on a reparation with t ? , have experienced, 
the Metals are to be firft reduced into Tranfparcnt 
Cryftals, before they part with their occult Sol: 
Which I have elfewhere fpoken more largely of, 
about Amanftiy and therefore will here end. 


Of the Heat of Mercury, 

T Hey that believe that Mercury is of a moifl and 
cold nature, tnitjl lay down the Bucklers , for ''tis 
not fo but it abounds with a great heat and moijhtre, 
which being naturally flanted therein, keeps it alwaies 
fluid : For-, were it of a cold and moifl Nature , it 
would alwaies remain rigid and hard , like to congealed 
Water and were to be melted like other metals, by the 
heat of the fire, which it (viz. 5 ) hath no need of, be - 
caufe it hath already a fluidity from beat, whereby it 
flows, and is alwaies confiraifted to live , and not to 
die , ^row fhff, congeal , or be fixed. But this ts fin- 
gularly to be noted, that the Spirits of the feven Me - 
sals, or of as many of them as are conjoyned in the 
Fire, arc wonderfully provoked and fiirrcd tip, and Mer= 
CU 17 chiefly,and they emit,and fend out thcirforces amorgfi 
each ether, for a mutual Viblory and Tranfmntation j 
the one takes away the Virtue, Life-, and Form from 
the ether, communicating a new Nature and Form ; fo 
the Spirits or Vapours of Metals art ftirred up by heat 
and mutual attion and paffton, and are tr an [muted from 
cue Virtue to another, and at l.fl to Pcrfdhon and Pu¬ 
rity. But what elfe is to be done with 3, that fo his 
heat and moiflure being taken away, he may catch a great 
Cold, and be congealed, ft and ft ill, and die •, do as yon 
hear in the following Figment. 1 

\$r a moft fare Silver Veffel, in which IJiut up Mer¬ 
cury, tl.en fill a Pot with molten Lead, in the midft of 
which put in the Veffel with the Mercury; let it flow 
a whole day, and the hidden heat will be taken away 
from Mercury, and the external heat will communicate 
to it the internal cold of the Lead and ), being both 
cf a cold nature , by which Mercury will grow [fri¬ 
gid, and become hard. 

Note, The Cold which Mercury hath need of for its 
hardening and death , is not outwardly perceptible, like 
Snow or Ice , but is rather hot. Nor is the heat by 
which Mercury flows , felt by the bands , but ’tis ra¬ 
ther cold. Hence Sophifters (that is men /peaking with - 
cut knowledge ) pronounce him cold and moifl, andftudy 
how to coagulate him with bet things, and thereby rather 
liqnifie than harden him. Which thing Experience it felf 
teftifiith. True Alchymy, which by one only Art tcach- 
eth to make © and C out of the Five Impcrfttt Metals, 
fifth no other Receipts', than only from Metals , out 
of Metals, by Metals, and with Metals, arc Perfdl 
Metals made ; for with other things it is Luna , for in 
Metals it is Sol- 

• dElaulQ Here Paracelfns demooftrates their Judg- 
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ment to befalfe, who fay that Mercury ( in it felf a 
nicer Fire) is by nature Cold, and returns to (peak¬ 
ing of Spiritual Metals, the which being ftirred up 
by great heat of Fire, do operate upon one ano¬ 
ther, meliorate, change, and advance to p'erfedion, 
as hath been taught in the foregoing Chapters. 
Then he adds a Fable or Story, how to coagulate 
or fix Mercury ; but it muft not be taken in the 
literal fence, but of the fpiritual >, whereby Mer¬ 
cury is to be promoted to Coagulation, in a moift: 
way, and not in a dry, as the other Metals are, 
which Procefs I never yet attempted- Then he fi- 
nifheth with an univerfal Rule of Tranfmutation, 
faying, Pcrfed metals arc made from metals, out of 
metals by metals, and with metals, and that out of 
fomc ) , out of others © is made- He advffcth to 
take no ftrange thing, and only metalline fubjeds 
are to be taken for this Work out of forge Luna 
only; out of others Sol only, or ©and >, both arc to 
be extraded, which 1 have often tried ; as in j,, 
which of it felf gives only >, Tin, £,and <?, by 
thcmfelves give only Luna, and pure Sol butcom- 
mixt with other Metals in a due proportion, they 
give only © , and .very little or no } : Which 
maturation is to be aferibed only to the 3 abour and 
mixtion, which is dcfcrvcdly to be admired. 


What Matter and Iufmments are needful in 
Alchymy. 

T Hcre is no fecial need of any thing, excepting a 
Fire-place , Coals , Bellows , Tongs, Hammer, Cru¬ 
cibles, Teft, ( tl'Cil) fcljcrkll) and Cupels made of geo.I 
Btech-ajhcs. Then put in b, ¥, <?, ®, Copper, 3, 
and Luna. Proceed to the end of Tj . His very diffi-. 
cult and uncertain to find out Metals and Minerals in 
the Earth and Stones ; yet bccaufe ail Metals are to be 
firfi fought after and digged out of the Earth, this La¬ 
bour is not to be contemned, but is Praife-worthy. Nor 
will this Lift and defire in digging in Mines fooner 
ceafe , than the love of young Men to Maids will fail ; 
and as the Bees are greedy of extracting Honey and 
Wax out of the Rofe , fo prone and forward fhonld a 
Alan be, to find out the ATmcrals in the bowels of tlx: 
Earth, but without Covetonfnefs ; he that is overmuch , 
greedy, receives leaf,for God doth not fill all men with 
gold and fiver, but with want, dung, dirt, mifry, and 
fcarcity. Some men alfo God beftows a peculiar Intel¬ 
lect upon, and a piercing knowledge cf Minerals and Me¬ 
tals-, fo that they know a far more compendious way of 
making Sol and Luna without digging in the Mine-pits, 

'and without the Ex.mien or Frying, and Eufien of Mi¬ 
nerals, So that *tis not fo altogether ncctffary to dir 
in the Earth for native Sol and Luna, but by a certain 
knowledge it might be made of five Species, (but of 
Minerals become Metals, which are Imperfect Aletals, 
and are fo called ) viz. 3 , If, Tj, Mars, and Cop¬ 
per : Of fome more eafily , of otherfome more difficultly 
is Sol and Lnna to be had- 

Note alfo, That cut of Argent-Vive, Lead, y. 
Gold and Silver is eafily made ; out of $ and 3 diffi¬ 
cultly. Nevtrthclefs ’tis poffible, but in the beginning 
and accefs of Sol^Luna. 

Out of Magnefia and Lead comes Luna. 

Out of 3 and Cinnabar arifeth pure Sol. 

Likewife an Ingenious man (as I well remember') is 

able 
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silt- by due attention and preparation fo to handle a 
Metal , as to be able by hts ingenuity to do more in the 
Tran [mutation of Mttals to perfection , and to guide 
the fame better than all the Signs and Planets of Hea¬ 
ven can do. 'Tis alfo needlefs to obferve the Twelve 
Si^ns, and to calculate the motions and Regiment of 
the Planets, and to obferve a time, a day , the hoar of 
this or that lackey or u)mickey planet ; fuels things nei¬ 
ther promote nor hinder any thing 9 lbey neither hurt 
nor profit ought in the natural Art of Alchymy : But 
if th n rightly underfiandefl the art and pcjfibility 
thereof then go to woef and labour when thou feefi it 
moft convenient ; but if thou want'fl the kiiowledge and 
prattice thereof then all the Planets, Stars, and Signs 
will wholly fail thee. It alfo comes to pafs , that metals 
lying long in the Earth, are not only changed into Rttft, 
but by a longer flaying in the Earth, they return into 
their Native Stove, if which fort arc many found, al¬ 
beit u:ey are not o.Jerved, for there are found flony pieces 
of Money, of the Gentiles* which were Alctal heretofore, 
and by Corruption were transformed into Stone. 

(BlaulCI Here we are, in the firft place, taught, 
that for the making of © and > there needs not 
many Inflruments nor Species, but the metals are 
only to be conjoined, but not by the common re¬ 
paration or walhitig : For if you Ihould wath all 
the metals with Lead, yet would there remain no 
more © and ) than was taken at the beginning ; 
the relt will defeend with the Lead into the Cupel, 
and will lie at the top thereof like Scoria ; there¬ 
fore lie doth again direct to a fpiritual Commix- 
tion and Philofophical Separation. Alfo he adds, 
That ’tis an honell, good, and neceflary thing to 
dig up Metals, but that the other is the mote ex 
cel lent, and that defervedly, for it feparates Gold 
and Silver by Art from the more vile metals 9 for 
all fuch as apply their minds to metals, do well 
know with what dangers, colls, labours, and Cares, 
they are to be gotten out 9 but yet ’tis not there¬ 
fore to be abllained from, efpecially fince we la¬ 
bour by this Rule, of having a fore-known and 
certain end of ourpainsand work 9 the which cannot 
indeed be done in metallickMineings, for we are fre¬ 
quently drawn by vain hopes to bellow all our Eltates 
.on the Mines ; and having fpent all in vain labour, 
we are at lall compelled to defill from the Work 9 
but yet if it fucceeds well, they yield the more 
plentiful Returns ; and many Chronicles of Metals do 
teftifie, That many Poor men have, by the Benefit of 
a rich Mine-pit, grown moll Rich and Wealthy in 
a few years fpace. The finding out of Mines there: 
fore doth wholly confill in Chance and Cafualty, 
where Profit and Lofs are equally and alike to be 
expected: The Work is likewife very chargeable, 
and can’t be fet upon by every body? and therefore 
’tis not for ordinary People, who have but little to 
lofe, but for rich Men, who, though they lofe much, 
are notwithllanding able to live, unlefs happily a 
Poor man lights upon fome Earth or Sand that is 
very rich in @ and ), and other Metals, by the 
walking whereof he may get a livelihood 5 or elfe 
finding a rich Mine, and fo betakes himfelf to a 
Rich man for his Copartner, fuch a one as is able 
to bear the Charges of digging it forth; and this is 
often done. But yet be it as it will, the thing is 
full of uncertainty. .Whereas this Metallurgy , or 
Work on Metals, which Paracclfus makes mention 
of, is to be preferred far before the other, if any one 
(by the Grace of G O D) attaineth the Art, where¬ 
by he may with profit extract the © or ) out of 


the already-diggcd-up ImperfeCt metals, which are 
every where to be fold. 

But to return to the bufinefs in hand, viz.. To 
illullrate the Writings of Paracelfus , who deferved 
much of his Country. He names fome metals,out 
of which Gold and Silver may cafily be extracted, 
and others, out of which ’tis difficult to get it, 
but in both Sol and Luna is to be added 9 for ’tis 
profitable, yea, necelTary fthe which 1 have frequent-- 
ly exhorted to) in the extraction of Gold and Sil¬ 
ver out of imperfeft metals, and is volatile, and 
may the more commodionfly make it corporeal and 
fixt. Then he adds, That Metals, by a longer llay 
in the Earth, do die, and return into ftoncs and 
earth, from w'hence they had their original. The 
like happens to Man, and all Creatuies 9 nor is 
there any thing in the World, how glorious foever 
it be, but is vain, empty, and periifiing, but the 
Knowledge, Love, and Fear of GOD alone. 


What thing Alchymy is'. 

A LCHYMY is an intention, imagination , and 
fltidying, or confidering how ir whereby the Species 
of Metals are tranfmuted from one decree and nature 
into another. Let therefore every ingenious and under* 
/banding man throughly confider the good Art of Alchy- 
my, for he that /'peculates and well fitudus , will the 
fconer attain the Art and find out the Truth . 

Note, That very much is to be attributed to the 
Stars and Stones, for the Stars are the framers of all 
Stones. And all the Caleflial Confiellations, the Sun 
and Moon, are in them/elves nothing but [bones, front 
which the Terrefbrial do arife, being as it were their 
burnt part , Coal, Ajhes, Outcafi, Excrement, Expurga¬ 
tion, from which the Caleflial Stones Jeparatmg them- 
felves, become clear and tranfparent by their proper 
bright r.efs: Ac d the whole Globe of the Earth is nothing elfe 
but a dejeelcd, flidden down,commixtfiroken,recoded Rub- 
btfit, and blown as 't were into one Alafs, having ob¬ 
tained Rejb and Con fancy in the middle Circle of the 
Firmament. *Tis alfo to be noted, that Gemms (the 
names whereof I Jhall prefently mention') together with 
the ether Stones, came down into the Earth from the 
Celefbial Stones or Stars, to which they are neare/b in 
all perfection of Purity, Eairnefs, Brightnefs , Virtue, 
and Conftancy, or Fixity, and Incorruptibility intbe fire, 
and are in a manner like to the Celefbial stones and 
confiellations, being parts of them , and of the Nature 
derived from them, and are found by men in an im¬ 
pure grofs veffel, and are fuppofed by the vulgar (who 
judge rajhly of all thingsJ to have been there born or 
generated ; finch as are found are pohjhcd, and are car¬ 
ried throughout the World to be fold, and are accounted 
as great Riches, becattfe of their form, colour^ and other 
Virtues , of which l am now going to Treat. 

Of 

T He Cfuncraltl is a green Tranfparent Bone", it helps 
the Eyes, fuccours the Memory, defends Chafiity ; 
the which being violated, it felf, viz. the fione, is 
hurt. 

The jaimniant or SDiamont) is a blacky Cryfiah, ’ tis 
called EvaXybccaufe it prodneetb Joy : ' Tis obf cure, and 
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of an Iron colour, mofi hart!, is diffolved with Goats 
blood, and exceeds not the bignefs of a Filberd Nut 
The SBagnct is a flone of Iron, becaitfe it attracts 

The O^amarttc is a Pearl, and not a Stone ’tis ge¬ 
nerated'in Ms, and is white for whatfoever is ge¬ 
nerated in Animals , in a Man or Fifty is not properly 
a Stone, but only in the opinion of the vulgar : It is 
properly a depraved (1 or a tranfmuted) Nature on a 

Per fell Work. , . , 

The ^acimtlj is a yellow pellucid fione ; tis aljo a 
Flower, the which the Poets fain to have been a Man. 

The S>appljtt’C is a Skje-colour fione, of a Celefital na¬ 
ture. 

The Eul'W is a flone deeply red. 

The Carbuncle is n flone of the Sun, emtts light 

and fplendcur , like to the Sun in his own nature. 

Com! alfo is life to a fione, all red, it grows in the 
fen, on wood or a finub, of the nature of the H ater and 
Air j ’tis prefently changed by the Air, and turns to a 
flone, grows red, is incombufttble in the Fire, and there¬ 
fore may be efleemed a flone. - 

The CollectionV is a fione with bright and objeure 
colours, with mini and cloudy fluidities and colours,ruddy, 
like to a Liver, the vileft of all the Gcmms, finning with 

every colour. „ . . , 

The 'Ztopajj is a fione, finning aljo m the night-, tis 

found in either rocks or fiones. 

The is a fione of a red and yellow ; it 

^ U 'fhe CrnfOpatfUfS is a fione fiery in the Night, and 
in the day it appears Golden coloured. 

The Crvltal is a white tranfparent fione, life to Water 
concealed by the Air, and cold, (crop the Air and Cold) 
it is fnblimated, extr titled, or {as they fay) wajhedout of 

othei Rocks. . . a 

And now, for a Conclufion, I will give yon this mofi 
-true farewel. If any one will nfe a right reafon, fence, 
and coo it at ton towards Metals, what they are, and 
whence they conic, let him k>ow, that our metals are 
nothin? elfe but the be ft portion of common fiones -, they 
are the Spirit of the fiones, that is, the Marrow, Oyl, 
Pitch, and Fat of the fiones but it is not fmcere, 
pure, and perfect, as long as ’tis mixt and hid in the 
fiones • this therefore is to be fought for and found in 
fiones ’ and to be known in them and extraHed from 
them l and then it is no more a fione, but a well-wrought 
and perfetl Metal , afitmilated to the Ccelefiial Stars, 
the which alfo arc peculiar fiones,diftintl from thefe fiones. 
Whoever therefore is willing to find out metals, let 
him firmly believe this, and thus account. That he mitfi 
not be only intent on the common Metals, nor have his 
hope placed in the bowels of the Earth , that fo he 
night get good Minerals from thence, for often times 
there is above or without the Earth in fight, which is 
not in the profundity and depth thereof, and oftentimes 
is better, and more rich. 

Therefore all Jitch fiones as yon meet with, whether 
areat or [mall, as great whole fiones or flints are to 
be mofi accurately fearch'd or look’d into, and to be 
confidcred of what Nature and Property they are for 
oftentimes a mofi vile Flint is found to be more excellent 
than any Cow. For the Matrix or Rock, ablijttcl), 
whence they are gotten, front whence fitch a flone did 
rtrife, is not alwaies to be earnefily fought after , that 
you may have more from thence, for thefe fiones have 
no Rock , the Heaven is their Rocfi-, oftentimes alfo the 
Abjeft Earth, Powder, and Sand , hath much gold and 
filver Dnfi, (Scljltclj) which obferve. 


(Blaulu] Here Paracelfus declares what Alchymy 
is, whofe words being perfpicuous enough, need no 
illuffration : Then he leads us to the birth of me¬ 
tals, the which are generated in the Earth, out of 
the Stars above: He attributes to Gemms the nea- 
reft place of Perfection , but does not intend that 
we fhould earneftly feck- after them, to have gold, 
and filver from thence? but that the metals fhould. 
be made like them , as to their outward AfpeCt, 
and then afterwards the ® and > is to be extract¬ 
ed , to which all the fcope of the foregoing Cha¬ 
pters tend, which is to be obferved and enquired 
into, what his meaning is: Nor are the bare Let¬ 
ters alwaies to be trufted to, here is nothing mem 
tioned by him in vain. What affinity have"Gems 
with the metals ? Noneat all: And although fome- 
times the hidden © and y> may be extracted , yet 
he doth not at all intend here that we fhould make 
that, but repeating the former DoCtrine, he hints 
unto us. That the metals out of which the © and 
} is to be extracted with profit, are to be firft re¬ 
duced into foluble or infoluble Glals, moft like to 
Gemnls •, a good Company of them he here reckons 
up, and adds to what ufe they ferve not that we 
might learn their Nature, Colour, and Properties, 
fas I fnppofej but to teach us, that as they are 
found different in Colours and Virtues, even fomay 
the metals be prepared into Colours like untothem- 
He that neither understands nor will believe , let 
him feck better things, and get help and affiftance 
elfewhere. 

Then at length, by way of addition, he con¬ 
cludes what Metals arc, and that they arc not al¬ 
waies to be gotten out of the profundity of the 
Earth, but are fometimes to be found moft plentiful 
in moft vile powder, fand ? and ftones •, neither is it 
neccffary to be earneft in fccking their rock or 
original, whereby more may be gotten, becaufc the 
Heaven by its operation generates them every where : 
he reproves men for their blindnefs, becaufe they 
alwaies gape after great Mines, lying deep, dan¬ 
gerous to be found, and chargeable to dig out. 
That which is laid before their feec, as it were, 
they difdain to acknowledge, peevilhly affefting the 
dark, and itubbornly contemning the light exhibi¬ 
ted to them by honeft men, and by an innate ma¬ 
lice they ftudy to extinguifh it. And thus is this 
Book ended, the which Paracelfus, a moft experi¬ 
enced man, hath left behind him, written of Me¬ 
tanick things, and is molt full of abftrufe wifdom, 
although few believe it, to the Elucidation and ex¬ 
plaining whereof, 1 have heretofore uttered my 
mind, nothing doubting, but that hereafter it will 
be in better eltcem with All. 

Indeed I could have written more openly, and 
explained his words more largely, and more exact¬ 
ly have difeovered his occult fence, but time and 
want of leifurc permits ic not at prefent. But if 
I feem to any body to have written more obfeure- 
ly i let him confult with my other Writings, for they 
illuftrate one another. 


Now follows the Trasis of the aforefatd 
Theory. 

T HE afore-written Explanation of the Book 
(of Vexations) of Paracelfus , hath taught a moft 
certain and undoubted Tranfmutation of Metals, 
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and hath fufficiently advifed by what means they 
are to be handled. But becaufe this action re¬ 
quires a great experience in metallick affairs, I am 
willing to add fome fpecial vvaies of Proceeding, 
and that in perfpicuous words ; but ’tis impoffible 
to write fo plainly that none may erre; it would 
be too prolix, tedious; and unfit, and as if many 
Elements of the Phyficks, and other fubtile things, 
were read to a Child that is not capable of unden 
ftanding them; the labour thus bellowed, would 
be wholly in vain : Nor do I undertake to inftru<ft 
the Tyroes or Novices in Akbymy , but fuchasare 
skill’d in the metallick labour of fufion, waffling, 
reparation, and the like, of a fubtile Intellect and 
experienced Judgment. 

I would verily have written more clearly, did I 
not fear that the Art would become a Trade-, 
fome will think that I have written too openly, 
and will be angry that fuch Secrets are made known 
to the .World : Who can fatisfie all People ? But 
be it as it will, ’twill be alwaiesgood to have done 
a profitable Work for my Neighbour. 


This is the ART. 


W Hen thou hall put in the Heaven of T?', and 
hall made ic to flow with its Life in the 
Earth, then add the ImpcrfeCt Metals in a due 
weight, viz., tj, V, cf, 2, and a little ) -, Jet them flow 
fo long with the Heaven, until with it they difap- 
pear, and having loll their nature and metalline 
form, arc reduced into earth. This metallick earth 
being yet joined to the heaven of h , and com- 
pafied wholly round therewith, raife up bythcfpi- 
rit of Heaven, and make it corporeal, and it will 
receive its former metalline form ; but although it 
be bettered, yet Jet it be killed three, or four, or 
five times, and raifed up, that the melioration may 
be greater, and produce in the feparation more Sol 
and Luna. There needs no Tyle, ( 20 uffcl) Cupel, 
Tell, (tccibd-fdjcckn ) Cucurbit, Aquafortis^ and 
fuch like Vcflels and Inltruments neceflary in other 
Metalline Labours, but ’tis perfectly finiflied in one 
only Crucible, in one Furnace, with one only Fire, 
and in the fpaceof a few hours, from the beginning 
to the end. And to fpeak more plainly in this 
Proccfs, the Sphere of Tj is the Regains of 5 , the 
Life is a whitening Salt, having its operation and 
motion from the Fire the Earth is the Crucible. 
And thus haE thou the whole Procefs’of the Work 
laid open, the which I have tried above an hun¬ 
dred times in a fmall quantity *, but let the fludi- 
ous ArtiE, above all things, obferve the Fire, of 
what original, nature, and virtue it is, and the 
other things will be the more cafily underllood ; 
for the Wood, the Coals, and fuch-like burning 
things, are not the Fire properly, but only its ha* 
bitation, in which the Fire being occultly difper- 
fed in the Air, is made manifeE, viliblc, and per¬ 
ceptible. Even as the Manis not the Life or Soul, 
but only the receptacle wherein the Life or Soul, 
being infufed from above, doth lodge : Nor is the 
man any more a man, but a meer carcafs when the 
foul expires. In like manner Gold ceafeth to be 
Gold when deprived of its foul, but is volatile, and a 
Mineral without colour. Whence ’tis evident,/ 


that the Goodnefs of metals confiEs not in their 
bodies, but in their fouls: On this account } is 
added to the Imperfect Metals, that it may receive 
that invifible foul which lies largely diffufed through¬ 
out their bodies, that it may colled it, make it°vi- 
fiblc, perceptible, and corporeal, whereby the mix¬ 
tion of both (viz., of the Luna and the Soul of the 
Imperfect Metals) being made, it gets the name 
of ©. Some body may ask. Whether or no Gold will 
be produced , if no $ be added to the metalline mixture ? 
For anfwer,. There will be © produced, but lefs in 
quantity than if Am? were added, becaufe the moE 
tender (and as it were incorporeal) golden foul of 
the imperfeCt bodies is not able to quit itfclfand 
get out by its. own proper force, from fo many 
impurities as ’tis invironed with, without fome other 
help, nor make a new body} 'tis needful and good 
to adminiEerand lend to it a body wherein it may 
be .contracted , and thereto betake it fclf, for 
which the Luna is moE fit ; the which being by a 
vivifying Fire radically united with the unclean me¬ 
tals, and well fubdued or exercifed in the mutual 
afeenfion and defeenfion , the purer particles of the 
'Impcrfcdt bodies do come together in this Circula¬ 
tion of the Luna , adhere thereto, are mixed, and 
become corporeal, the impure corruptible body be¬ 
ing left, and a feparation made of the good from 
the bad. 

So then, I have now taught perfpicuouffy the Art 
of extracting Sol and Luna out of all the ImperfeCt 
Metals, cither apart, or conjoined with or without 
the addition of the Luna. If therefore thou atcain- 
eE to the Art, I am glad ; if not, thou haE no 
caufe to complain of me, for I have candidly im¬ 
parted unto thee the meer and naked Truth. 


Another Separation of Sol and Luna out of 
the ImperfeU Metals , ly Tj. 

F lrE of all,, melt h well in a melting VeiTel, 
(^cljcrhcn) add if, <y, and 2, mixe in due 
weight, melt them together, and forthwith the if 
and J will corrupt the Lead , being reduced into 
Scoria like to yellow Earth, and being reduced, they 
will in part reEorc their own Lead and Copper, 
but the v and $ remain like black Scoria, which 
are to be kept : Let the Coppery Lead flow well 
again, and again add y and and there will be 
again made Scoria , which arc prcfcntly to be redu¬ 
ced- Let this Labour of Scorification and Reducti¬ 
on be repeated, until there remain fcarce one or 
two pound of Lead out of an hundred to be waffl¬ 
ed, and you fhall find © and ) in part, which the 
Metals give out from themfclves in this operation : 
But the Scoria which can’t be reduced, let lie well 
heated red hot, in a peculiar Furnace, for fome 
daies, and be fixed, and they will give in 
the reduction a golden and filvery T? or Lead 
to be waffled , that fo the remaining © and > 
which the Scoria drank up, being extracted, may be 
of ufe unto us. This labour (which I never tried in 
great quantity, will doubtlefly (in my opinion) fuc- 
ceed in quantities; any one may try the thing,and 
exactly compute how much profit maybe thence had 
every year. 
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The Third Tart of 


Alfo the inoft Impcrfeft Metals may (by the benefit 
of Salts r.ot cori olive) be truly and infallibly fixt and 
w a fil'd by a particular way, that they may give 
much © and >, concerning which none need to 
doubt i the which l having oftentimes mentioned 
in my Writings, will not repeat it again. 

Metals alfo being firfl: reduced into a Calx, may 
be purged and walh’d by the glafs of Lead, made 
by the addition of Flints, fo asto yield much Sol , 
concerning which I have written heretofore: But 
there's required much T?, whereby the metals may 
be largely difhifcd, otlicrwife it will not let fall the 
lajccs• nor can its more pure parts be gathered to 
pettier into a body, and concentrated ; 1 take in the 
Flints, that they may receive into themfclves the 
feces of the unclean Metals, and fo make a repara¬ 
tion of the pure from the impure. And like as 
we arc wont to mix the whites of Eggs to Honey, 
Sugar, and other Vegetable Juices, in the purinca-- 
tion of them by Water, that thereby the vifeouf- 
ncls of the juices may be attracted, and fo be cla¬ 
rified. In like manner, the Flints do in this ope¬ 
ration occupy the place of the whites of Eggs, and 
■f, of the Water wherein cf, 2 , or ¥ is to beclif* 
iblvcd • the Labour is molt pleafant and fpeedy, 
exceeding gainful, if the Crucibles (perforated by 
the Litharge ) would but hold the mixture, and not 
let it pafs through fo foon. 

But whofoever fhall be fo happy as to find Vends 
which can keep in the Glafs of Lead for ten 01 
twelve hours, lie need not be felicitous or careful 
of other Arts to inrich himfclf by. For my own 
part I could never be fo happy hitherto, albeit 1 
have carefully fought it for fo many years. 911c 
only pound of Iron, 2 , or ¥> doth fometimes yield 
half, yea a whole lot of So /, if the Woik be light, 
jy managed. And if you add a fix d Salt, as of 
Tartar or bare Pot-aflics, it will then yield more, 
but the Crucibles will be the fooncr perforated to 
onr grief. 1 do believe that one or other will be 
a curious Searcher after this, and may in due 
time find how to make this \Vork fuccced vciy 
well, both in Crucibles and in great Fires, or mel¬ 
ting places ; and will be thankful to GOD the Gi¬ 
ver, and to me the Writer hereof. Heretofore I 
did fet by this Labour very highly ; and although 
1 would not then communicate it to any body for a 
great price, yet now (being not permitted to make 
any further Progrcfs therein) 1 freely bellow it, 
that others alfo may try their fortune. 

Alfoimperfeft metals arc purged from their com- 
bufiiblc and noxious fulphur, by the fuddain fire of 
Nitre, of which we have formerly fpoken about Mer¬ 
cury, the which is to be lookton as the moll fpeedy, 
and as it were a momentary Melioration of metals 
N- B- efpccially if they arc reduced into a foluble lalt 
without a Corrofivc, for which thing c? and 2 a\e 
molt fit, exhibiting a Philofephical Vitriol, the 
which may be mofl commodioufly purifyed to perfe¬ 
ction. There's a great fccrct lies here under,and haply 
greater than a particular work may require - , let the 
Poetical fable of F'emts and her fen Cupid be confide- 
red of - , what is there meant by Cupid, whcthci 01 no it 
be not ©• Verily l could difeover more good ways of 
producing * and ) out of the more v ile metals, 
but bccaufe there’s enough already fpoken in the ex¬ 
plication of the feven Canons or Rules, it feems good 
to me to forbear- He that doth not understand that 
nor can apprehend its drift or fcopc, will not be 
profited by the addition of more things. It the funda¬ 


mentals are laid open, any one will conveniently ad- 
minilter his intent and labours: But yet 1 will add 
over and above, a mofl pleafant work, Parobolically, 
being the foundation and Balls of the uholcAlchy- 
mical Art, under which is comprehended the radi¬ 
cal folution of metals, Conjimftion, Dcfttllatioi /, Subli¬ 
mation , yifeention , Defcenfion , Cvhobation , Cement at ion. 
Calcination , liberation, and Fixation , and fo I will end 
the work of Tranfmntatior. 

There was a man (h ) who had twofons, (Bifmuth 
or Tmglafs, and ¥ ) the younger ( ¥ J fa id to his Fa¬ 
ther (T?), give me my portion, (Note well ,Rif»uttb 
and if were always accounted Lead, as well by the 
Philofophers, as by the ancient workers on metals, 
the one viz.. Bifmuth , they called an afhy colour’d 
Lead, the other (y )a white Lead, and this a black 
Lead,) and behaved himfelf Itubbornly and unman¬ 
nerly, that is, afeending or getting up; his Father 
gives it him,and he goes a wandring therewith, (Note 
well, when ¥ and Bifmuth together with Tj do feci 
the fire, the ¥ is feparated from the T? and Btf- 
muth , and afeending, takes fome-what from T? with 
it, and becomes a Contumacious Scoria, and this is to 
go a wandring) and he enters into an Inn, ir here & 
the FJofi , and 2 the FJoftcfs , had the fign of the 
World( 6 ) in a hanging Table,who having entertain¬ 
ed him, difpoiled him of all his Fathers goods, (So¬ 
lution) Then there grew fuch a great fcarcity of Corn 
(with drought)thatallmen were even deformed by rea= 
fon of the Famine (corruption ),to prevent which he 
is enforced to keep hogs, (that is to dwell with fetid 
Nitre) and to feed on huskcs,(that is Tartar) (incera- 
tion, imbibition) by which being humbled (Digcftior, 
Circulation, Edulcoration, Putrefaction) he returns 
to his Father, (Incorporation) as a Jolt Son, (ionic 
tiling is made nothing, and nothing is made fomething 
again) he brings forth a new Garment, (,^r^ane<ms)\\c 
puts a Gold Ring on his finger, (5 impregnated with 
©) after which he remains conftant with his Father, 
and becomes a good and thrifty Houfchcldcr, that is,a 
fixt metal. And now that 1 thus compare this Trans¬ 
mutation of imperfect bodies, efpccially of y to the 
parable of the loft Son let no body be therewith 
difpleafed, for 1 did it for the eafier knowledge there¬ 
of. There lies under it a great fecret,! never obferved 
thelike=changes in my whole Labours; for firfl of 
all, in the Solution appears a blacknefs, which have- 
ing remained his time, there follows the tail of the 
Peacock,greennefs and then whitenefigbut whether or 
no a rednefs would follow, if it be detained longcr 
jn digeftion, lam not certain, for I never arrived 
beyond the whitenefs- It is a mofl pleafant Labour, 
greatly exhilerating the Artificers mind, of fmall 
charges and little difficulty; if they, find the weight 
and good vefl'els, it fhewsthe way and opens the Door 
to higher Secrets, happy is he who attains the things, 
he’ll never be fatisfyed with the fight thereof, uorad- 
miration,how rich, generous, fair and glorious Na¬ 
ture is in her retirements. Note well, that every Me¬ 
tal may be w.aflit apart with 1 ? and Salts, fo that be¬ 
ing exalted, it may yield © and > in reparation, and 
pafs through all colours, but it will not befo profi¬ 
table, as if they were all joined together, for then one 
operates fpiriiually upon the other, changeth and 
perfefts him. And now having abundantly difeover- 
cd, how © and? > is to be extracted out of the imper¬ 
fect metals,and bccaufe in that labour © and 3 is 
molt an end jointly together,'tis very nccefiary to 
know, by what Art they may be feparated each from 
the other, that fo each may be had by it fell', which is 
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to be done thus; If this mixture hath more ©than 
), ’tis moll profitably to be melted by Antimony and 
precipitated into a Rcgulus with Iron wafhed withNi- 
tre and purifyed. This work you may find dc- 
feribed in my former Books- NB. If the Nitre in the 
reparation of purification of the Rcguli, prey upon 
fome of the © and ) and attract it to it felf, let 
none grieve thereat and account his labour loll, but 
let him remember the faying of Puracelfns , Deftrrn 
Ction or Corruption makes the good pcrfcCt; The 
Nitrous Scoria,in which the clcanfed Reguli arc,let be 
carefully kept andfixt, then by a ftrong flux let them 
be reduc’d and you fhall receive the lofl: Son, much 
more elegant than he was before it’s being loft) fo 
that hereby you lofe not, but rather become a gain¬ 
er- Here would bea fit place to fpcakof a certain 
profitable work if the drift of the thing would per¬ 
mit. Enough is fpoken to a wife man, Fools will not 
profit by any thing: But if it contain more ) than’ 
©, let the mixture be atfirftof all granulated, and 
burnt with Sulphur, let it be precipitated, cither with 
5 alone or without it, with lead and Salts ; thus fepa- 
rating the © from the > into Reguli •, then wafliit 
with N itre or with Lead, and let it be purifyed, the 
work being to bedone in like manner. You are to 
note that if the precipitation be done with h ,then the 
Caput mortmtm (Gulfi Ifoptt ) is to be added, where¬ 
by the work will be apparently haftned and bet¬ 
tered. NB- If the Reguli of the maturated or fix't 
Metals be coppery or pale, they need not be wafht, 
but’twill fuffice if being granulated, they arc pre¬ 
cipitated with Salts, and the Caput Mortmtm (T\llh 
BopffJ all the ©and } will come forth in peculiar 
Reguli, the Copper and the Lead will be feorifyed, 
and may in acute Furnaces ( 3 tltlj ofen) be reduced, 
and bcaplyed to other ufes according to the rule 
of Art. I judge it inexpedient to heap up more 
things concerning Extraction (»>rigercn) wafhing, and 
the reparation of metals, being every where men¬ 
tioned in my other writings. Alfo it will be necd- 


lefsto explain, by what manner metals may be more 
commodioully melted foasto yield more and better 
metals, as alfo how the poor and rough Minerals 
that abound with a preying and devouring Sulphur, 
whereby the metal in its fulion, is turned into Scoria , 
and affords fo little profit, that being not able io 
quit coft,they remain unmanaged,the which Sulphnr 
efpccially in the Minerals of Copper and Lead, may 
by a lingular Cement or Grr.datory fire, be inverted 
and changed, fo that afterwards in their fulion, It’s 
fo far from fwallowing up the metal, and turning of 
it into Scoria , that it rather exalts it fo as to give © 
in the reparation, the which could never have been 
clone without this burning or roafting. No body 
doth throughly fearch after any help for this or that 
metal, either before the melting or in the melting of 
it, if the grofs fire is not able to melt it down, but 
raoft frequently the beft part remains in the Scoria 
without profit or ufc. ’Tispofliblc foran experienced 
Chymift, profitably to extract that ® and ) whichthe 
Scor/rfhave fwallowed up, what by fulion and by ad¬ 
hibiting fuitable Mai (l mums. A work of this na¬ 
ture hath been hinted in my difeourfe of the Extra¬ 
ction of Flints, and more fhall be likewife mentioned 
when I come to write of the felicity and hidden 
Trcafures of Germany , which time let the Reader 
with patience cxpcCt. A notlier benefit would arife to 
fuch as work on metals, if they had the pcrfcCl 
way of feparating > and feparating the 0 by pre¬ 
cipitation, chat lies therein, f jpcthcc fetljlagljJ that 
it may not be fo unworthily waited with the ) by 
the Artificers. 

And thus I conclude this Appendix or addition to 
the Mineral work, the which I have brought forth 
to light with a good will for my Neighbours fake, 
that fo,being accepted with a ferene mind, the Glo¬ 
ry of God may be thereby advanced; for which end 
I wifli with all my heart a divine benediction on the 
Labours of every honeft and aCtive learcher into 
the metalline affairs- Amen. 
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The APOLOGY of 

Joljtt 3^uDolpl) Glauber, 

Againft: the Lying Calumnies of 

CHRISTOPHER FARNNER- 


Tis an ancient Proverb, He that touebeth Dung is defiled, and will alwaies fiipoilr 
of a Dunghill. Experience makes ic evident. 


I Ever hated Quarreling, as more agreeable to 
the Pevifhnefs of Women, than the more Ge= 
nerous Temper of Chriftian Men •, and have, 
as much as I might, alwaies declin'd it, being 
rather defirous to fuffer injuries, to bear lofles, by 
ftlence to forgo thofe things I might lawfully lay 


claim to, to undergo any thing, fo that 1 might 
enjoy my beloved Peace (with which GOD has 
bleft me hitherto). Neither have I ever, fo long 
as I have liv’d in the World , ( and I am pretty 
ancient ) been taken, by the worft of men, for a 
contentious Pcrfon : But perfidious Farmer , unpro- 
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voked, urges nre to this vindication of my felf, by 
going about not only to hurt my perfon, but alio 
by a" Pride no lefs than his Envy, to explode and 
defame all nr/ Writings, and by infamous Letters 
difperled abroad, to render me odious to all good 
men- Which wicked Enterprize, though 1 heard 
of it by many, 1 durfl not believe, till a printed 
Epiftlc of his came to my hands, which having 
pcrufed, I thought I could not enough admire his 
deteltable Impiety, and the many fcandalous names 
he had for me! 

Art thou not alhamed Farmier, to expofe my 
Works to the contempt of others, when thou nei¬ 
ther doft, or ever canft underftaud’em, and before 
now hall prais’d ’em, as may be proved from your 
own hand ? I’m fure i never merited that you 
(liould cavil at me where-e’er you come, and pro¬ 
claim my Writings unprofitable- You ought ra¬ 
ther all your Life, in confideration of the many bene¬ 
fits you have receiv’d at my hands, to have beha¬ 
ved your felf as a Man grateful tome; but inftead 
of that, uotw.ithftanding the Obligation that lies 
upon you to the contrary, you have dcfpightfully 
rccompenfed all my kindnefs with the bafeft Ingra¬ 
titude, which is direttly oppofite to goodnefs- 

To what end do you deny that you had your grea- 
teft knowledge from me, and in the mean time ex¬ 
pofe it as your own, and upbraid me frout whom 
you had it ? 

I never before believ’d you unfaithful, but al- 
waies thought you candid, and have communicated 
fo great things to no man as to your felf- 1 believe 
you will not deny your coming twice from Lochgovia 
to me at Kit^inga , and entreating me to communi¬ 
cate fome Secret to yon, whereby you might get a 
livelihood. Have you not been forced twice, being 
rcpulfcd, to return home with this Excufe , That I 
wanted time to inftnift you ? And when you came 
the third time, I fullered my felf to be perfwaded, 
and did communicate fome Secrets to you gratis, on 
this confideration. That you Ihould impart thofe 
things wherewith I trullcd you, to no man without 
my leave; which you promifed by an Obligation, 
(viz.. That you wou’d keep all things fecret) under 
the penalty of Difgrace, and the forfeiture of all 
your Goods. Why haft thou fulfilled thy Word, 
and contrary to thy Promifes, fo wickedly ridicul’d 
me among all men, when with thy whole Family 
thou didft promife to be faithful to me ? Not only 
Obligations, but alfo thine own Letters are Witnef- 
fes: Neither dol queftion, that if 1 had loft or 
wanted them to convince thee, thou wouldft have 
denied, and that with an Oath, that thou waft ever 
beholden to me for any thing, as thou haft already 
begun, and as thou in thy fpightfnl Writings de- 
fpifeft all my Secrets, and proclaimeft thine (which 
yet are mine) with praife- You doubt whether or no 
the reading this will make me repent that I ever 
trufted you with fo many things, which 1 had never 
clone, had not you obliged your felf to labour di= 
ligently with me in my Laboratory , to produce 
thofe things for the profit of us both. But what 
can I do with them ? They are perifhed and gone 
which yet might fuffieiently have iuftain'd both you 
and me, had not you made ’em publick. 

I pray, What gain can yon hope for from them, 
now they are every where known ? Wherefore when 
I fee thofe things taken from me, and by you impar¬ 
ted to all men, in fpight of me, for your owrn advan¬ 
tage, I think fit (for 1 cannot hope for any farther 


profit from them privately ) to make ’em known to 
the World ; and by the Grace of G O D, 1 may live 
without them : But if I alfo Ihould buy all thy goods 
which thou unjuftly poflefleft and felleft to every man, 
of thee, and diftribute them about the world, thou 
wilt fee thou canft not eafily recover them, or others 
in their room- I indeed will give you nothing for 
the future, neither can my unfaithful Servant, whom 
you have made as good as your felf, give you any 
thing, for whatever he hath learn’d of me thefe 
two years, he has given you, which you alfo have 
laid up among your own wares and cxpoled to fale- 
Who will hereafter truft you, you have fo wickedly 
deceiv’d me ? Everyman will abominate you, and 
fhun your Partnerihip and Company, neither unde- 
fcrvedly, for the Laws of your own Obligation make 
this your Fate: So the merit of the Crime fliallre¬ 
turn upon the Author, and you can be more fure 
of nothing, than that Divine Vengeance will pur- 
fue you. 1 confefs indeed fome others, as well as 
you, have injur’d me, but none by fo wicked an' 
aft-, whom neverthclefs G O D (to whom I refer’d 
my Caufc ) hath fo fevcrcly punifhed, that each of 
them, by one caufe or other , has brought upon 
himfclf his deferved Reward of Punifhmcnt- But 
1 had yet farther tolerated you to exercife your 
Trade at your plcafurc; neither had I followed you 
to Locbgovi to urge your Obligation to you, but 
had committed Vengeance to GOD; onlyforthat 
you were not content to fell thofe things publickly 
for your filthy lucre, which you had of me, and 
which you obliged your felf to keep fecret, and to 
take that profit to your felf which was due to me, but 
alfo you have rendered me, and the things you had 
from me, odious y which has been fo much to my 
difadvantage, that I can no longer bear, but ant 
now rcfolved to the utmoft to refute thofe impious 
and lying Calumnies, which you by your Letters 
have lent into the world concerning me, and to de¬ 
fend my felf and my Works, againft which you 
have fo wickedly inveighed, that all the world may- 
fee how great your perfidioufnefs has been towards 
me, and that your Heart aided by Hcllilh vvicked- 
nefs, has raged againft me with horrid Lyes, Taunts 
and Reproaches, contrary to all manner of Equity : 
You muft needs know, that nothing can be more 
troublcfomc to me, than to fpend that time in re¬ 
proving your Lyes, which I could otherways em¬ 
ploy to greater profit ; wherefore I fliall anfwer 
your trifling ftories as briefly as is poflible- Every 
wife man will eafily fee how frivolous your Excufc is. 
Do you think that any honeftman will believe you, 
if you fay you don’t owe the greateft of your 
Knowledge to me ? No furely, for no man is igno¬ 
rant of it : About two years fince, you did not 
know how to bring a Crucible to the Fire, much 
lefs to make a trial of Brafs •, which you did not 
learn of me, but my unfaithful Servant taught it 
you, whom you for that caufe efteem; yet feeing 
you know fo much, how lawfully may 1 complain 
of him, what a Rafcal he has been to me, and that 
you for that very reafon have taken him to your 
felf, that yon may filh from him whatever he had 
learned in thofe two years he ferved me ; although 
he did not fhun you, bccaufe he was unwilling to 
communicate thofe things he had learn’d of me to 
any man clfe. 

And fo you make your felf Mnfter of my Se¬ 
crets, and Covenant with him to undo me and 
mine: Is this the part of a good man ? You do not 
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only expofe thofe things you had of me, but thofe 
alfo which my perfidious Servant has hnce given 
you to be fold at a price, when you have no right 
to fell another mans goods, to which you have no 
title. We’ll come to the point and expofe all your 
wickednefs, as well your impious fpeeches, as per¬ 
fidious aft ions, to the view of the world : But firfl: 
of all, I will lay before you the obligations you 
gave me, as molt fure pledges of your truth, that 
by the review of them, you may judge your felf 
how honefl: you have been, and how faithfully you 
have kept your promifes-, and every man fhall 
thence fee, (efpecially thofe among whom you have 
fo wickedly ridicul’d mej with what bafe ingrati¬ 
tude you have recompenfed all my Favours. 


The firft Obligation which FARNNER gave 
me, runs thus • 

F orafrmtcb as the moft excellent and learned 

Mr. John Rudolph Glauber, moved by a ftngnlar 
affection towards me, has communicated , fiiewcn and 
demonjlrated to me undernamed, fome of thofe fecrets 
whereof he is A fafter, and hath enjoined me to ftlence ; 
1 therefore bind my felf, and promife upon my Credit 
and Reputation, and call God and my chriftian pro- 
fcjfton to witnefs, that I will divulge none of thofe 
things to any man living: but if it be fo (which God 
forbid) that Ido at any time communicate any of thofe 
things to any man, then I fhall moft willingly renounce 
all my right in thofe Goods, movables or immovables, 
which 1 jhall poffefs, and give him abfolute power to 
take them to him felf , and convert them to his own life and 
advantage: and not that only, but I give him far - 
ther power to proclaim me perfidious and wicked, 
to defame me and make me abominable to all men, for 
which reafon, the laws of Silence fhall be obferved by 
me moft ftriUly. Nay farther, in confiderat ion of the 
many benefits he, has beftowed on me, I give up my felf , 
my beloved wife, and my children to Jerve him in ail 
things lawful and hone ft, to go when and where he 
pleai'es, and to eafe his labours ; and if he dye fir ft, 
(which God avert ) to be alike ferviceable to his whole 
Family, which care he alfo has promis'd to me and mine: 
1 promtfe then, (if my Fates grant me life) that I will 
be to my tit moft, ferviceable to him fo long as he lives : 
In witnefs whereof, I have hereto fet my hand and feal. 
Given at Kitzinga, the 15th day of June, 1652. 

Teftis, SpirenfisCanonicatus Quxftor, Lochgovia & 

Horthem * Clpjaopfimis? iFarnnmifc 


The fecond Obligation] 

T Chriftopher Farnner, for the time being Canonicate 
-*■ Qu/tftor of SpirejLochgovia and Horrheme, in the 
Dukedom of Wirtemberg, to all by whom thefc prefonts 
P>all be read, make known, that the ?nofi excellent and 
learned Mr. John Rudolph Glauber for little or no re¬ 
ward, has co?nmunicated fome of his fecrets to me, and 
with me made a covenant after this manner, That l mufl 


oblige my felf for what he bath already done? or hereafter 
jhall do for me, to be all my life thankful? not only to him^ 
but to his Children alfo. But for as much as 'tis most cer¬ 
tain, this life Will have an end? but we know not the time 
when, the firfi- Obligation is not full and clear enough , 
and for that caufe 1 bind my felf and promife? (fo help 
me God) and fivear by the King of Heaven who always 
bears witnefs to the Truth*, and farther, upon my Credit 
and Reput at ion, for the prefervation whereof every Chri - 
fiian man jhould be induc'd to keep his promife, if (which 
that God would in mercy avert, 1 jhall not ccafe to put 
up my daily Prayersj the above named Mr. Glauber 
and his beloved wife jhall die, and leave their Children 
unmarried,1 do oblige my felf by this mofi folemn Oath , 
to cbferve faithfully,and as a Chriflian man ought , thefa 
following things ' viz. I will forthwith take his Children to 
an inheritance with tnine, and to my utmofi skill , infir u£l 
them in the fecrets of their dead Father, and jhew than 
all things rccjuifte and necejfary? as fully as to ?ny own 
Children-, and that after this manner, That what ever of 
their Parents heritage belongs to them, they jhall wholly 
poffefs, and they jhall lawfully demand it as their proper 
dtte$ and if any thing goes from him, / will redeem it, fo 
that my Children Jhall lay no claim to it: on the contrary, 
(for thofe fecrets communicated tome? which hereafter 
may redound to my profit) I make the aforefaid Mrs 
Glauber’s Children Heirs with ??iine, that they may 
be admitted equally to my Efiate, and alike enjoy the 
Goods of me living: But if 1 Farnner, contrary to my 
expectation, jhall depart this World before Mr. Glauber, 
he is bound to infirtiCl my Children in his Art, accord¬ 
ing ns they are qualify ed?only fo far ,as that thereby they may 
get their living, and that they may not be burdenfome 
to him. He may at his plea fure inflruCt him that he 
Jhall efleem mofi ft in fome fecret? with which he jhall 
afterwards teach his Brethren to get themfelves main¬ 
tenance . And for the fame caufe, / call my little Son 
Alexander, and fnrrender him to Mr. Glauber and 
his fervice? fo that he may keep him as long as he Jhall 
be willing , and it Jhall ?iot be in my power to take him 
from him according to the agreement we have both 
made with hint: all which things are refrain'd to this 
on either fide, 2 hat if the Parents of either part die be¬ 
fore their Children are provided for, which God forbid, 
and our Children jhall be free by the early death of 
their Parents, then each fhall to his iitmofi? provide for 
bis own Children ; 

That all thefc things may be obferved the more firmly, 
I affix my Seal and name, and by my own hand writing, 
oblige my felf fo? that if at any time I falffy my 
word? my Children may be call'd to witnefs my perjury # 
Given at Kitzinga the ioth of September, in the year 
1652. €t)ji(topljcr jfarnner* 

NB. I did not require this obligation of Farnner^ 
neither wou’d I have taken it, but adnionifh’d him to 
be true to the firft, with which I was content} for 
he gave me this for no other reafon, but to get 
more out of me: But, becaufe I had found out his 
cheats, and he wou’d not be advis’d for his own pro¬ 
fit, he at laffc makes mention of this new obligation, 
in a certain epilfcle of his, thinking thereby I was 
obliged to a farther communication of my Art to him, 
tho 1 have often told him? that 1 valu’d not this laffc 
obligation but wou’d give it him again: But when here* 
fus'd to take it, 1 canceled it, and kept it by me 5 
for this reafon, that it might be feen how he had 
bound himfelf by this new Obligation , which 
certainly he wou’d never have done, without ve¬ 
ry good caufe. Q.q Tx- 
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Exprefms gathered out of certain of Farnner’ j 
Epiftles fent to me ; from which is evident 
how greatly he is beholden to me. 

'"T' Here fore I faithfully affurc you, that I will Jhortly 
A { eave my Honfe, and take a Journey farther off, to 
provide for my Family •, my Wife too is very willing to 
{to with me, and to be interefed in our agreements, but 
7 can't fee what fim'd oblige her to it, when it can't be 
effected very conimodionfly • Tet l refolve,if nothing ex¬ 
traordinary hinder me , after eight dates, that is, on the 
-^th. day of April, to depart hence, and then anfwer 
your tnofi friendly Letters, together with my beloved 
Wife, and all my Family , to take part with you in all your 
Labours, and help you with the greatefi diligence. But be-, 
catife I intend to be fofuddenly with you, 1 jhafl write no 
more at this time. March 26th. 1653. 

Out of another Epiftle, July 17th- 1653. 

I Hope you will cxcufe me, that J did not come to you , 
becaufe hindered by my Wife's fault inefs, who t tiling 
mejhe woo'd come with me, privily laid Obfiacles in my 
way■, this offence wou'd not deflroy a Knave : Wherefore 
I again intreat yon not to cafi me off, but continue your 
wonted favour to me and 1 jhall endeavour in my place to 
give yon ample JatisfatHon -, neither jhall any thing hin¬ 
der my fpeedy performance of what I have promt fed. 


from me, which render’d him bound to me : But if 
he is oblig’d to me, why was he fo wicked, as in his 
lying Epiftles fo malapcrtly to defpife,and difparage 
me and my Secrets, which he had from me ? Hence 
then every man may perceive what they ought to 
judge of him, that he has both behav’d himfelf mofl: 
perfidioufty wicked toward me, and alfo, that he 
has fufficiently declar’d himfelf the moft ungrateful 
in the World. 

But that no man may fufpeft that I wreft any 
word of Farmer's, in his obligations given to me, 
to his difadvantage, or my own ends, 1 have taken 
care to have his own hand-writing view’d by No¬ 
taries and Witnefles, who will atteft, that what I 
have printed is word for word the fame with what 
I have in writing under his own hand. 


A Specification of thofe Chymical Secrets which 
Farnner team'd of Glauber, and in the trial found true, 
and of thofe which yet are found and brought to trial; 
where it muff be known, that thofe , of which there is no 
mention made here, if Glauber fiiculd relate them, they 
would not anfwer his expectation in Prail ice, according 
to his information : Alfo the Charge which he muft be at 
who will make trial of thofe Secrets after a right man¬ 
ner, is here added. 

1. Glaubers Panacea, for 30 R. Dollers. 


Out of another Epiftle, July 29th. 1653. 

F Orafmuch therefore as 1 have by the wicked deceit of 
my Wife, broken the many Promifes J made of coming 
to youytnlefs I wait’d have taken her wicked Amafius orga- 
l ant,as Companion in the Journey ; it has at length plea fed 
God to take her away,and fo put me in a capacity, Worthy 
Sir of ferviny you without the leaf impediment, where: 
fore 1 give my fe’lf wholly toyour Commands: And altho' 
J have been perfwaded by Perfons of principal Authority to 
marry avain, / will not, but commit my felfto be manag'd 
by yonrCounfel, as yon were my Father. 1 berefore, flnee 
we are parted, if my Fates grant me Life and Pro- 
fperity, J will come to you, and commit my fclf to your 
guidance and protection, Worthy Patron ; for which rea- 
Jon I Jhall forbear to write any thing at this time of your 
Laboratory, more than what I fee in your Letters, that 
all thugs may proceed the more regularly. Wherefore, 
though / have been foil cited by many, yet fall rejett all as 
much as 1 may conimodionfly, in hopes of this, that when 
J have fir ft gotten your coiifent, I may communicate my la¬ 
bour to lomc, whereby J may get a good Sum of Money : 
But thefe things Jhall be deferred till our happy meeting. 

In another Epiftle he faith; 

r T'Hat he was confident he could find out all my Art by 
my Writings,except that the jftejjels do not alwaies 
abide the Fire, and that the Apothecaries refufed to buy 
his Medicines, unlcfs he would teach them the way to pre- 
pare'em : Again, he would give me Fifty R. Boilers for 
each morah, for my part, as may befhewn from himfelf-, 
thefe are Ins words : And if he was not oblig'd to me, why 
would he give me Fifty R. Dollers each Month i 

From all which (and much more I might add, 
which for brevities fake I omit) it evidently appears, 
that Farnner was obliged to me, which he would 
never have been, had not he receiv’d fome benefit 


A Bout which thefe things are to be confidered : It is 
made chiefly of Antimony ; to which, according to 
his common way. Sulphur is added ■, which done, another 
Separation is made,in whichffrom a whole pound of Sulphur 
and Antimony, no man jhall receive more than three oun¬ 
ces of the purefl Sulphur. There are indeed two other 
Subjects, which produce a golden Sulphur better than An: 
timony ; but I have found a way to extract a thick_ and 
pure Sulphur from alt forts of Alet.il s ( except Luna and 
Sol J and Minerals, and after Glauber 7 .* manner to make 
Tinctures. All thefe Secrets annexed will be taught for 
the price named. 

2. To reduce Minerals and Metals into Drofs , after 
Glauber’* Way, to reduce them to nothing, and then with¬ 
out Charge to bring them to their own Species again , or 
to turn them into fluid Oil, or Powder, or TtnFlures j 
which things bear an affinity to thofe above: For Twenty 
R. Dollers. 

3 • Glauber’* Alkaheft, and a way to prepare it, per¬ 
haps unknown to Glauber, and built upon a more firm 
foundation ; Fifty R. Dollers. 

4. The Trial of all forts of Brafs, but not of every 
fort at once, for every one muft have a particular Pra¬ 
tt ice. 

5. To make fiore of Flowers cf Coral for a little 
Cofl ; ten R. Dollers. 

6. To make melted Tin hard, that it fiiall fiune and 
found like [ 'Silver ] •, 7 en R. Dollers. 

7. To make white Purifications upon Fefftls ; for Ten 
R. Dollers. 

8. Plenty of Spirit of Salt. 

This is not prepar'd after Glauber 7 * way, and though 
Glauber was fle great a Lyir as to affirm , that in a 
clear Fire fifty pound of this Spirit might be prepared 
in one day, yet he cannot produce above one or two pound •• 
Wherefore my invention is much better, and my Spirit is 
pure, but Glauber’* has Vitriol mix'd in it. 

And though J gave Glauber a great Sum of Money to 
communicate thefe Secrets to me, yet J have net found 
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any of them true, according to his Information, hut was 
fain, with great indufiry, to feel^ other waies of working 
thofe above named. 

And for thofe that follow, though they may feem to be 
derived to me from Glauber, yet they have not fucceed- 
ed by his Information, but I was forced to go another 
way to work, which will hardly be found Glauber. 

9. To prepare good Here of the Spirits of Vitriol, 
Nitre, Salt, Aqua fortis, Aqua Regis, alfo Sulphur, 
after a manner not yet known , and which will fcarce be 
known to Glauber ; forty R. Boilers. 

10* To produce plenty of volatile Mineral Spirits, 
which Spirits afeend the Still before the Phlegm but the 
abovenamed after the Phlegm. 

NB- Tbefe Spirits have the fame tafle that Spirit 
of l Vine hath , and evaporate like it , and arc void of cor¬ 
roding : neither do 1 doubt, but I can produce fitch Spi¬ 
rits from Metals alfo, though in metallicks I have made no 
trial yet. 

11. Flowers of Minerals and Metals, a lmo ft without 
diminution , compendioufiy under a refrigeratory cover, 
which Glauber never Jaw ; Ten R. Boilers . 

12. The Quint offence of all Vegetables : Although 
Glauber? in his Trail , promifed to bring that alfo to 
light, yet be never performed it from all Vegetables, but 
only from hot , which give Oil, which is of no moment *, 
Bin that from cold, to wit, Herbs, is artificial. Thirty 
R, Boilers. 

13. To give newftrength to dead and eager Wines, 
and make them as good as ever, or better * Two Hun¬ 
dred R. Boilers. 

NB* Note here •> That I very much run againFI 
Glauber’^ Trail of V inary Secrets * and if my own 
Jnduftry had 'not taught me more than that, I 
m'ght indeed , according to his inftrullion, encreafe the 
Ftrength of Wine, but with an ingrateful relifh,fo as I 
could never hope to try eager Wtnes according to Art. 
But now I cannot only bring to maturity all forts of Li¬ 
quors from both fweet andfowre Grapes, and other forts 
of Fruits, and give them new ftrength in the Hogjhcad, 
but alfo render them pallatable to all men. Whoever 
hath tafted GlauberV Wines, and Jhall afterwards tafte 
mine, will eafdy difeern a difference. 

14. To give any Wines what relijh I pleafe . 
ij. To prepare a burning Spirit of all forts of 
Bread-Corn in abundance, with great eafe and profit, 
very much like that which is made of the By eggs of 
Wmc, and fitftaining all Trials : There are already eight 
pounds of it in trials whether they will bear a Voyage 
by Sea, or not ; they are fent beyond Sea, which if they will 
undergo *,Twohundred R. Boilers. 

NB- Further , I know how to reduce all burning Spi¬ 
rits into one form •, at, the Spirit of Juniper, or Bread- 
Corn, like to Brandy, or to make fpirit of Wine like fpirit 
if Bread-Corn or juniper, fo that it Jhall not be dift 
cerned of what fubjelt 'tis made. 

Neither do I doubt, but that I know alfo how it comes 
to pafs, that fome Liquors carry'd beyond Sea, are corrup¬ 
ted: Which therefore-) if by the benefit of this trial, the 
Certainty is made known to me-, a good reafon, and after 
what manner it may be help'd, may be learned of me for 
a trifle. 

16. To encreafe the ftrength of all forts of Beer, that 
they jhall have equal Virtue with KhcnilMVine, and yet 
the Beer lofe nothing of its rclijl), but be both more pica- 
fant and durable 5 for when thus order'd , it will not fo foon 
fowre ; but if it be decay'd, which will happen to Wine in 
time, the Vinegar which will arife from it, will be as 
good as Wine ■ Vinegar •* fifty R. Boilers. 

17. To give ftwre Beer its natural fweetnefs, and in 


fourteen days to make it fell for freffi ; and fo,t hough turn'd 
three or four times, to make it fweet in fourteen daies 
time without fail. 

18* Jo produce Vinegar of Bread-Corn , and fuch other 
things, very like Wine-Vinegar in all things,without fail - 
fifty R. Boilers. 

19. To prepare Vinegar of green woods, an Hundred 
me a fires daily, together with Oil of Wood, without 
Charge ; but if any man will have this like other Vine¬ 
gar, it requires nidifying, which will ask fome time and 
coft : Ten R. Boilers. 

20. Although Glauber delivered in a little Trait, a 
way to make Tartar of the burnt Lees of Wine, yet I have 
alwaies committed many Errottrs, by following his very 
Oral inftrultions, till bethinking my felf, I at laft made 
it with fruit, and plainly reduced it to Cryftals. 

NB. Whoever will fellow the Bir ett ions of that Trails 
may. 

2 \. To feparate every Oar of Copper with profit, and 
from thence to produce Gain. 

22. Of that fort of Copper Oar, if by chance they have 
an y ^ from thence, to fepar ate it with fruit, without 
lofs of the Copper and Lead. 

23 . To fepar ate Lead from Tefts and Cupels, for fmatl 
Coft, and as little Labour. 

24. 1 0 fepar ate Gold and Silver by melting. 

25. To build a Furnace, in which one may both torrfie j 
melt, and try Metals in the Probations of Cincritium 5 
containing the fmall Trials of an hundred Crucibles 
or more, only heat with Wood. 

26. Further, a Furnace, in which, without Bellows, 
one may try a good quantity by the probations of 
Cineritium. 

And Laftly, ForaftnuCb as the leffer Trials have de¬ 
ceived me, if I went to work^ on a greater quantity , I 
will teach wherein my chief skill con ft ft s. 

1. In the leffer trial I have found, that with the 
Spirit of Wine, as *t isgetter ally prepar’d , I can make an 
Anatomy of aU Vegetable, Animal, Mineral, and Metal¬ 
lick. Subjelis, feparate their three Principles, make the 
volatile fix'd, and the fix'd volatile, and force 'e?n through 
a Limbeck . 

2 . To force the Anima and Salt of Gold through the 
Limbeck, and to reduce it, well mix'd with its Spirit and 
volatile Salt, into a potable body like Vget able E/fences. 

But becaufe Gold may be reduced into fuch a fort of Eft 
fence, it will not be very hard to render the imperftlb 
Metals and Minerals, with their Three Principles, pota¬ 
ble : and thefe Principles are in fepar able in their volatili¬ 
ty ; wherefore I doubt not but they may be fix'd. 

3. Furthermore, I have found by fmall trials the way 
of taking allCorrofion from allCorroftve Spirits , by this 
general Spirit, and of reducing them {by the help of Bi¬ 
vine Providence ) into fweet Oils or Men ft mums ; which 
if it anfwer the defire in large quantities ? (and I don't 
doubt it) Glauber with his Alkaheft? which indeed is 
not wholly to be defpis'd,muft be forc'd to hide : for I have 
hopes, that by the affiftance of Bivine Providence, xvh.zt- 
foever fubjelt 1 Jhall propofe to my felf, I can feparate and 
purge its three Principles -, laftly , join them, and fo produce 
a better fubjelt and more pure : But'tis true, feeing I was 
fo often deceived in the leffer trial, I did not interpret it 
asTruth, but Speculation. However, I can’effelt very 
well whatever I have here faid, as well in the great as 
leffer. 

4. But for afmuch as fo many excellent, as well as new. 
Secrets, offer themfelves, that I can't chitfc but clearly 
know them, and therefore ’tis impoffible that I fiwuid make 
all thofe Secrets abovenamed profitable to my felf: Aid 
although I am now about many things , that hereafter a 
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?nat quantity of them >nay be expos'd by me to be fold in 
'pounds and hundreds ■, yet I frail not be Jo envious to re- 
fitfe a Communication of them to any man for the named 
Reward •, nor J^ep from him any knowledge I cart give 

him. . 

Tct he mttjl k>tow, that it is very troublefome to instruct 
any man that is altogether ignorant and void of skill in 
Chymifiry \ Therefore whoever will learn any of thefe 
things of me, let him either come to me , or Jigniftc his 
mind by his Letters , thus: To Chriftopher Farnner, 
Canonicate Qu&ftor of Spire, Grc. 

Thefe arc the words of the perfidious Farnncr-, 
which he hath ufed in his moft falfe and wicked 
Writing. 


A Specification of thofe Chymical things . 

T His, good Reader, is the Beginning or Preface 
of that Lying Writing, in which he hath expo- 
fed to Sale thofe Secrets he had of me, and found 
good r Befides, he adds. That thofe Secrets which he 
had of me, which do not fucceed according to his dc= 
fire, are not added i but thofe only whofe Truth he 

has found in the trial. 

Now we’llopen this Pedler's.Stall,zad look through 
all its parts, to fee what is in it. 

Thefe words follow; 

i. Glauber’* Panacea • 

About which thefe things come to be confidered. 

H Ere Farmer faies my Panacea , for the greateft 
part, is prepared of Antimony -, befides, there 
are yet two other fubjedts,from which a purer Sulphur 
may be extracted, than that which is drawn from An¬ 
timony : Which vain fancies he may vend, or what 
elfe he will, I cant hinder him, feeing I have taught 
him to extraft nothing but a pure Medicinal Sulphur 
from Antimony, by the benefit of a fingular Liquor, 
which I call Alkaheft. He adds alfo, That he can ex¬ 
tract the fame Sulphur from all forts of Metals and 
Minerals (except ©and )) and after Glauber' s way 
convert them into Tindures. 

I declare againft this hisfirft Pofition : Farnner here 
faith, That Panacea may be prepared from Antimo¬ 
ny for the moft part, and promifes to communicate it 
to any man that defires it, for a certain price, to wit, 
thirty R- Dollers. But thou haft feen, gentle Rea¬ 
der, how ftrongly he bound himfclf, by his Obliga¬ 
tion given to me, to keep fecret thofe things 1 had 
taught him, and communicate them to no man, un¬ 
der the Penalty of Difgrace, and the forfeiture of all 
his Goods. 1 confefs indeed, being cajol’d by his fre¬ 
quent folicitations, I taught him the way of pre¬ 
paring the Panacea , but from no fubjed but Antimo¬ 
ny. This Panacea of Antimony Farnner expofes to 
fale, for thirty R. Dollers i and moreover has taught 
that Preparation to many, from whence great profit 
hath redounded to him ; when yet this was not law¬ 
ful for him to do: But he fhall be forced e’re long to 
give his Reafons for fo doing, and I will one day fee if 
lean have a remedy for this evil. I will now only 
fhew how wicked he has been to me: Wherefore I 
?m compelled to expofc thofe fccrets he had of me 
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and every where makes common, to the view of the 
whole World, that no man (hall need to give Money 
to Farnner for ’em, or any other reward , but may 
come to the knowledge of them for nothing: for if 
that knowledge is divulg’d by Farnner, who unjuft- 
ly, by the publication of it, endeavours to heap up to 
himfclf Fame and Riches, 1 may well communicate 
them to all men faithfully, that every man may fave 
his money: But bccaufe this Panacea [% prepared by 
the benefit of a hot and Saline Liquor, which I call 
Alkaheft , therefore ’tis neceflary that he who defires 
this Panacea Ihould firft know the Preparation of the 
Liquor it felf, without which he can effeft nothing. 
Indeed it grieves me, and I am very hardly brought to 
difeover and divulge to the World fo excellent a 
Mcnfrruum , by which fo many rare Medicaments may 
be prepared; and 1 had never done it, had not this 
perfidious Farnner chang’d and adulterated it and its 
ufc in the Preparation of the abovenamed Panacea of 
Antimony and others, from Minerals, Animals, and 
Vegetables, and by proftituting and communicating 
it to all men. I think him, indeed, a Boar out of 
the Forcft, broke’into my Garden of Flowers, that 
has with his fiiout routed up all the many Fruits, 
which with much fweat and labour I have planted ; 
but the deed will once be rewarded. 

Now follows a very (hort Defcription of the Pre¬ 
paration and ufc of that Liquor, needfully requifice 
in Vegetable, Animal, and Mineral Medicaments: 
And though I might teach another and far better 
way of preparing it, yet there’s no neccfiity for 
throwing all my Pearls before Swine: It is fufficicnt, 
to my lorrow, that I cannot recal thofe which this 
unfaithful Farnner hasfent abroad, and am forc’d to 
behold their deftruition with the greateft trouble. 

Of the Preparation and Z>fe of a certain fecret 
Vniverfal Menftruum , with which one may 
inflitute an Anatomy of all Vegetalles , Ani¬ 
mals, and Metals; cor re ft them,and from thence 
prepare good Medicaments. 

O F this Menftruum the Modern Philofopher HcL 
mont makes mention in fome. places of hi; 
Writings, and attributes wonderful EfFefts to it, 
which he exhibits in the Preparation of Medica= 
ments, and gives it the name yitkaheft ; which name 
Paracelfis alfo remembers; but in few words, it is 
the fame as if we fliould fay Alkali eft • for when the 
Letters l and i are joyn’d with a dafh, it produces the 
word Alkaheft. But what moved Hclmont to call it 
Alkaheft, we (hall not here difputc: I indeed believe 
he did it, thereby to demonftrate its Nature and Efi 
fence ', for in German Alkaheft is as £1 gat IjcisJ, or 
Sll JU IjccsS; but in the Brabant /rfcjdiotifin, which was 
the Mother Tongue of the Author, it founds 5 iltljo- 
lj(C0, that is, very hot', and fo the name anfwers to 
the Efience-, for this Liquor is nothing but a nicer 
fiery Water, by whofe immenfe and fecret heat Ve¬ 
getables, Animals, and Minerals, if they arc put into 
it a certain time, are forthwith purged, ripen¬ 
ed, and made better, fo that they become excellent 
and wholcfome Medicaments, which without this fie¬ 
ry water cou’d not be done. This Menftruum then, 
is nothing but an igneous Liquor, prepared of urinous 
Salts, which is endowed with thofe Virtues which are 
attributed to it in my Trcatife of Flints. 

. An 




















Part I. 


againtt Farnner. 


- A'/i Admonition. 

r 

Here it is to be noted, that this Menftntum may 
be prepar’d of more than one fiibjcd ; for Nature is 
Copious, and fetsbeforc our eyes many various lngre= 
dients, from which, by the help of Art, divers things 
may be effected •, as may be evidenc’d in this admira¬ 
ble Liquor, which may be made not only of the com¬ 
mon Sal terra, or Salt Peter , but alfo of the fix’d Salt 
of all Vegetables, and cfpecially of Tartar; ’tis no 
matter of what fubjeft it is prepared, for it has ftill 
the fame Virtues that arc aferibed to it, forafmuch 
as, if a right Preparation be made, the common Sal 
terra and the fix’d Salt of Vegetables arc of one and 
the fame Nature and Effence : For the genuine Sal 
terra , or Salt-Pctre , may be made of Salt of Tartar ; 
and of Sal terra , or Nitre, a fixed Salt, like Salt of 
Tartar; of Spirit of Wine, Salt of Tartar; and of 
Salt of Tartar fpirit of ^.Vine : of Wine-Vinegar, 
Nitre; and of Nitre, corrofive Vinegar. So thofe 
Salts partake of either nature, and will be manag’d 
at pleafure; neither are they undefervedly by the 
ancient Philofophcrs, called Hermaphroditick Salts. 
Wherefore it is not for any one to be offended at its 
bafe original, and accordingly undervalue it; ’tis 
no matter wherein the good confifts,’tis fufficient to 
fay it is good, and may be converted to good ufes: 
Good tilings ought to be fo much the more efteem’d, 
by how much the more mean and bale their original 
may have been , for Nature and true Art ufe both 
bafe and abjedt things in their Works, and never- 
thelefs, their defircs are accomplilhed : But on the 
contrary, the vain reafon of Man in his labour aims at 
nothing but Sublimity and fpecious Notions, and 
therefore brings nothing to a good end, but defti- 
rute of a happy fuccefs, tinilhes his fruitlefs labours 
with great damage. 

To conclude then, take this advice ; Be not offen¬ 
ded at this wonderful Liquor, bccaufe of its mean 
original, but let the Work praife the Work-man. 


Now follows the Preparation. 

I F any man will prepare this Menftruum of Salt- 
Petre, he muff: extract and coagulate that Salt from 
the earth with common water,* and adding coals or 
l'ome other vegetable Sulphur, fix or calcine it fo long, 
till it be rcfolv’d in the Air into a fiery liquor, then the 
preparation is finiflied. But becaufe that fort of 
earth, from which this fait is extracted, cannot be 
found every where, in its Head, you may take Nitre 
well cleans’d, which muff: be melted in a Crucible, 
upon which you muff: caff: a fmall quantity of coals 
and that fo long, till the coals upon the flowing Nitre 
will take fire no more, but remain dead upon it, for 
then your Nitre is fix’d and prepar’d, fo as from 
it, this fo admirable water may be made, which is 
made after this manner; While the fix’d Nitre flows 
yet in the Crucibele,pour it into a brafs mortar that 
in that it may cool, then beat it to powder, and 
fpread it on a Glafs table plac’d in the Cellar, or 
l'ome other nioift place, that there it may flow; 
fo you have that fiery water which is endowed 
with fo many wonderful virtues in the preparation 
of medicaments of vegetables, Animals and Mine¬ 
rals, of which I made mention before. But if you 
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wou’d make fuch a liquor of Tartar , which will be 
bell for preparation of Medicaments of vegetables 
and Animals, then you mult bring common Tartar 
made pure by Calcination, Filtration, Solution and 
Coagulation, and by flints purg’d from all impuri¬ 
ty, into a fair and bright Salr, mixing fix or eight 
parts of the pureft Tartar with one part of flints 
well pulvcratcd, which mixture you muff: melt in 
a cover’d Crucible, and pour it into a brafs Mortar 
tocool: This bright and white fiery mafs you muff: 
reduce into powder and put it into a Glafs body, and 
pouring rainwater thereon, boil it upon hot Allies, 
for then the rain water will diflolve the Tartar only, 
and leave the Flints at the bottom, like a Mucilagf, 
nous matter which draws to it fclf all the impu¬ 
rity of the Tartar , w’hich before, by the common 
folution and filtration cou’d not be taken away, 

( and fo keeps it, that the Salt of Tartar, is by this 
means freed and purg’d from all impurity: then you 
mull filtrate this folution, and draw the water from 
it by a limbeck, thatfo that Chryftalline fiery liquor 
may remain in the Glafs: And this is that prepara¬ 
tion by which vegetables and animals are reduced 
into the belt medicaments; but to prepare metallick 
Medicaments, and efpecially for the making them 
better, liquor of Tartar is not to be added, but only 
liquor of the Salt of fix’d Nitre, which is not pre¬ 
pared by coals, but by the Regulus of Antimony, 
and that after this manner; 

Put three parts of clean and pulverated Nitre to 
one part of Regulus Martis, put this mixture into a 
Glafs waffl’d clean, and by a prudent inercafe of 
fire, make it boil a little in a Fixatory Furnace, and 
in this degree of fire, leave it five on fix hours, then 
take it out that it may cool, then very finely pul¬ 
verize it, and pour upon it rain water, and the 
Nitre, which by the Regulus of Antimony comes out 
fix’d, wafli out; and laftly abftrndl the water, fo 
you will produce a fiery liquor fit for ufe in me¬ 
tallick operations- 

NB. This fixation may be as well made in cover’d 
Crucibles, as in Glaffes, and is good enough, only the 
management of the fire muff beobferved, neither let 
the heat from the begining be too intenfe, leaft your 
Nitre evaporate before it be brought to a fixation, 
but keep a gentle fire, and it will effetf: the fixation 
in conjundlion with the Antimony. 


The Praxis. IIotv by the mediation of this liejnor 
Vegetables , ybitmals , and Minerals may be converted 
into good Aledicam'.nts. 

T Ake an herb, root, or feed, beat it very fmall in a 
ffone Mortar, then put it into a glafs, and pour 
upon it fo much of this fiery Menftruum, as that the 
herb may be fufficiemly imbrued in ir,afterwards let it 
upon fand fomc days, or boil it, that of the herb and 
Menftruum may be made a thick liquor, which done 
put to it as much fpirit of Wine, well dephlegmatcd, 
as there was of Alkaheftick Liquor, and well mix 
them, in a fmall heat, left the fpirit of Wine 
evaporate; fo longdigeft it, till the feparation Ihall 
be made, and your Alkaheft, with the faxes, will go 
to the bottom, but the fpirit of Wine, with the Ef¬ 
fence and Virtue of the Herb, will ftay at the top, 
which afterward , though never fo much ftirr’d, 
will not mix, but each remains ftill in his own 
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place : pour all that whole matter into a wide- 
mourh’d Glafs, and there let it fettle ; then fepa* 
rate the Medicine which the fpirit of Wine has 
extraded from the Herb, with a gentle inclination 
from the Alkaheftick Liquor, which retains with it 
felf the fasces of the Herb, fo you will have the 
Virtue and Ellence well corroded and perfedly 
ripen’d in the fpirit ofWine, which abftrad from the 
Elfenceofthe herb in a Bath,and the Medicine which 
remains like a red juice* and endowed with great 
Virtues, keep and ufe it as it is ordain’d by God 
and Nature. But the Alkaheftick Liquor, mixed 
with the faeces of the Herb, Calcine in an earthen 
Vefiel, that all the rclifh and feent of the Herb* 
which remains in it, may be exhal’d from it* and 
afterwards difiolve it in Water, and filtrate it* 
and draw it to a fiery Liquor, fo is will be as good as 
it was before, and you may put it to the fame ufes 
as often as you plcafe. 

Animals are to be bruifed after the fame manner 
in a Stone Mortar* and with the Alkaheftick Liquor 
digelted, and by fpirit of Wine feparated, and in Ve- 
getablcs the labour is the fame. 

But Metals in their proper Corrofive Menftruums 
mult be diiTolv’d precipitated, wafh’d, edulcorat d, 
exficcated, and then laftly with the Alkaheftick li¬ 
quor poured on* digefted,diflolved, and with fpirit 
of wine feparated and reduc’d into a potability. 

But Minerals which may be pulveriz’d need not 
bedifi'olv’d and brought to a calx, but ’tis fuffkient, 
that after pulverifation with the Alkaheftick liquor 
poured on> they be digefted, and by fpirit of wine 
feparated. 

Nevcrthelefs, you may alio at your pleafure 
render metals brittle and frangible, viz.. By the 
help of the Regulus of Antimony, fo that they may 
be pulveriz’d, then pouring your Menftruum upon 
them, dilfolve, digeft and convert them into Me¬ 
dicine : Which method is certainly good ^ You may 
alfo proceed another way with metals prepar’d by 
Antimony, viz.. Mix them with three parts of pure 
Nitre, and in a Glafs or earthen vefiel,by the dry way 
difiolve, digeft, fix, and by fpirit of wine prepare 
into Medicine, which alfo will be good, for it is 
more profitable to operate by the dry than by the 
moift way, as it is cuftomary to be done in vege¬ 
tables and Animals- 

And this is the fhorteft method of reducing Ani¬ 
mals, Vegetables and Minerals by the Alkaheftick 
liquor to the belt Medicaments. 

But how imperfed metals or Minerals,which other- 
wife in a Cupel or Cineritium trial, leave no gold or 
fiver behind them, are to be brought to maturity and 
fix’d, that afterwards in the Cineritious trial, they 
may give a perfed gold and filver is done another 
way, whole proccfs is this: 

Mingle and melt fo much (Regulus) of Antimony 
with the imperfed metals or minerals as may render 
them friable, that they may be pulveriz’d,with thefe 
mix three parts of the pureft Nitre, and this mixture 
dofe flopt up, put upon a fire in glafs or earthen 
vcfiels to fix for fome hours, afterwards take it off, 
arid as they arc melted pour them out* that they may 
give the regulus which is to be taken away, and 
with lead put into a Cupel and reduc’d to drofs, 
then that gold and filver which the imperfed metal 
or Mineral got in the fixation, flays in the Cupel 
which may be examined by the Idler weights of 
probation, whence it will appear how great a fix* 
2tion fo little time will produce. 


This is the plenary and fundamental inftrudion of 
the ufe of Tartar purg’d by flints, to extrad the 
ellence of vegetables and animals ar,d of Nitre 
fix’d by coals and Regulus of Antimony, which be¬ 
gets a penetrating, corroding, bettering or ripen¬ 
ing and purifying fiery, but not corrolivc, virtue, 
which goes beyond all things, penetrates and correds 
as above written, I have attributed to it. But leaft 
the ignorant of natural things fliould efteem and 
proclaim this a corrofive liquor, we will prevent 
them, and lhall endeavour to demonftrate, that this 
liquor is no way a corrofive, but an enemy to and 
deftroyer of all corrofives- 

Like loves its like, with it is mingl’d, and im¬ 
mutably flays with it, as may befeen in fpirit of 
Salt, Vitriol, Alum, Nitre, Vinegar and other cor- 
rofive fpirits when they are mixed. But unlike 
things if they are join’d, are contrary to themfclves, 
and fight againft each other, and forcibly withftand 
one another fo long, till the ftrong o’er comes 
the weak and kills and dcllroys it or produceth 
another fubftance from it: that may be fecn if this 
fiery liquor of Tartar or Nitre be mix’d with a cor¬ 
rofive Spirit, for it can not confift with it, bccaufe 
contrary to it, then which of thefe is the ftronger, 
deftroys the weaker and takes its nature to it felf. 

And this difference arifes from the unliker.cfs of 
the nature of either liquor, for one corrofive does 
not deftroy another, as alfo one fix’d urinous liquor 
docs not deftroy another urinous liquor; bccaufe 
one contrary fights againft another contrary, but not 
againft his like, fo’tis true, as hence may be fully de- 
monftrated, that this fix’d liquor of Tartar or Nitre 
is not corrofive, but only a fiery water and a perpe¬ 
tual enemy to all corrofives, and both kills and takes 
away their corrofive faculty from them. But fome 
will fay that the corrofive fpirits of Salt, Alum, 
Nitre, Vitriol and fucli like arc fiery waters: I con- 
fefs it, but yet with this diftindion, thofe fpirits are 
indeed hot waters, but not vivifying, but rather 
( cold and killing fiery waters, which no way riper, 
' purge or correct Vegetables, Animals and Meta s, 
but deftroy and kill all things they are mix’d with. 
But the fix’d liquor of Nitre or Tartar is contrary, 
and ripens, purifies and brings to perfedion all it is 
mix’d with, which is impoflible to all corrofives, 
whence it is as clear as the Sun, that it is no deftroy- 
ing corrofive, but a correding fire. 

Now follows another Claufe ol Farum's Epiftle- 


2 . All Mineral's and Metals. 


I much wonder that Farmer was not afraid to offer 
thisprocefs to others at a price, which is plain¬ 
ly and clearly deferibed in many places of my Books: 
and is done only by Nitre, by which fulphurous me¬ 
tals (but not all metals and minerals, as he vainly 
boaftethj are reduc’d to drofs, from which by fpirit 
ofwine, a metallick tindure may be extraded, as we 
have fficwn above in the trad of the Alkahcft: that 
drofs is truly fiery, and therefore cafily attrads air, 
and is turn’d into oil, of which I have largely treated 
in thefecondand fourth parts of (JFurn.) and in the 
?7tineral ivork efpecially in the explication of the 
wonder of the world, as alfo in my Hermetic Col¬ 
loquies. 


3. Glauber’s 
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3. Glauber’;' Alkabcfi. 

I N this Paragraph Farmer openly betrays his va¬ 
nity, bragging, and hellifh calumny, in reprehem 
ding die indultry and labour of good men, and boalb 
eth of a more firm foundation than perhaps 1 know 
of; whence it will appear to any man of Under- 
ftanding, what this molt ungrateful of men would 
be at, namely, which is the only thing he can do, 
he would do what he could to bring thofe Secrets 
I intruded him with into contempt with all men, 
and introduce his own foolilh trillcs. 

Firft, he faics, Glauber’s A'kjheft , and prefently 
fubjoins another and better foundation or way of 
preparing it: which if he points at any thing but 
my Alkaheft, why then does not he forbear mentio¬ 
ning and contemning my Alkaheft ? for he does con¬ 
temn it, and endeavours to prove, that that way or 
fundamental is unknown to me. Now he expoles it 
to fale at fifty R. Dollers. 

4. The Trial of all forts of Coins- 

*T"Mstrnc, Farnner did not mention this as a ven- 
-L dible , for it is not worth purchafing with 
Money of him : for the common way of trying money 
has been Ihewn not only by many provers of Metals, 
as Lazarus Ercher , George Agricola , and many others, 
but 1 my felf alfo in many places of my Writings, and 
efpecially in my explication of the Wonder of the 
World, have fully and exadtly taught it, which 
Farmer can never be able to mend nor imitate. 

5. Flowers of Coral. 

Y OU mnft know what belongs to this Procefs 
that Farnner did not learn this Preparation of 
me, but of another man, which pleafes him extream- 
ly, though ’cis of no moment. But he raoft unworthi¬ 
ly calls them Coral Flowers, which he expofesto fale 
at ten R. Dollers, feeing they are not Flowers, but 
rather to be called a Cremor; for when in a very 
hot fire they are reduced into a white Calx, from 
this Calx, by the help of Water, is drawn a Cream 
after this manner: The calcin’d Corals are put into 
common Water, and left in the Water a whole 
night, then in the top will appear a little skin, as 
is ufual in Calx viva^ which muft be taken off to dry. 
Laftly, while that is doing, another little skin ap¬ 
pears, which is alfo to be taken off", and that fo of¬ 
ten, till the Water will give no more. 

I know alfo, that this Powder is held up by fome 
Apothecaries as a certain lingular Secret, ( but that 
indeed excecdeth it) which is prepar’d of Calx viva , 
which 1 have alfo fhewn to fome that have attribu¬ 
ted great things to this Powder, who, the Experiment 
being made, feeing me produce true things. What 
need is there, faid they, to burn precious Cera Is,when 
common Chalk (or Calx viva ) will give the fame 
thing as Corals, and they prepar’d no more Powder 
of Corals, but of Calx viva. 

Therefore this does not deferve to be called a 
Secret. 

NB. That Corals, Pearls, Pearl-fhells, and Tor- 
toife-fhelb, as well thofe that are in the Sea, as thofe 
thatare in Running Rivers, if they are burnt toge¬ 
ther, are brought into 2 true and natural Lime, like 
that which is made of burnt Stones, needs no proba¬ 
tion. He that will not believe me, let him go to Hol¬ 


land , and other Sea-Ports, and he fhall fee that the 
men of thofe Countries do not ufc Lime made of 
Stones, which arc wanting in thofe places to build 
Walls, butthat which is made of burnt Shells, which 
the Sea in great abundance cafts upon the fiiore ; 
which yet, is not fo good as that which is made of 
Stones, which fome Lovers of Curiofity have alfo 
brought them from Germany. 

6. To make melted 7 . in hard. 

A N D this Paragraph, by right, ought to have 
been omitted, for it is not worth Ten R. Dol¬ 
lers, requiring no Art in the making it; and 1 my 
felf taught it many years fince, as well in the Firft part 
of the Mineral Work, as in the Fourth part of my 
Furnaces; and it is made by Regains of Antimony, of 
which one part is mix’d with 1 2 parts of melted Tin, 
and no more, for otherwife the Tin would be made 
brittle, and rendered unufcftd ; rather if one part of 
Regains is mingled with twenty parts of melted Tin, 
it will come out hard enough. And farther, it may 
as well and rightly be made of Zink_ t as by Regains of 
Antimony, and needing no great matter of Labour, 
melts fooncr than Regains of Antimony. 

7. White Vitrif cations. 

T Hefe Vitrifications alfo, which he expofes to fale 
at Ten R. Dollers, are of no moment, for they 
are prepar’d of Glafs of Lead, Tin-Alhes, and Flints, 
and Wood-allies. 

In Holland this Preparation is very common: 
whether Farnner is excellent at it or no, I much doubt; 
How then Ihall he teach others ? And if he does excel, 
who will be the better for it ? For no man ftudics thefe 
Curiofitics, or fo much as looks after them, or co¬ 
vets them- 

But although Glauber, cFc. 

Here Farnner again vomits at me a mighty heap of 
his infernal Lyes, which are as noifome as any dead 
Carcafs, as if he intended to infedt me with their ve¬ 
nom *, but thefe ftorics do not at all agree with his 
other; for here he faies, Although he had with a 
great Sum of Money purchafcd certain Secrets of 
(Blanket, yet he had made no Examen of them, buc 
he was forc’d to convert them to other ufes. In the 
beginning of his Calumnious Paper, he thus writes: 
SI Specification of tljofc Comical Secret# toljicij tljc 
unhCDtojirttn Farnner Icarn’t) of Glauber, anti in tljc 
Crial foimh 'tEttic. 

Here any impartial man may fee what to judge of 
this doubleCTongu’d Monfter. Here he denies what 
before he confefs’d ; he both calls them Glan.tr'’ s Se¬ 
crets, and here affirms, that they never fuccecded to 
hispurpofe: which if true, Why does he. prefix my 
Name to them, if he never made trial of them ? But 
if they have fucceeded, and in the trial he has found 
’em true, as he above confeffes, Why does he here 
deny it? Can the fame thing be True in one place, 
and Falfe in another ? Certainly I can refute fuch 
horrid Lyes no way better than by his own words. 
For if I fliould fay, See here, there, or in that place 
thou lyeft, he would not care, but anfvver, He did 
not lye at all, but fpake the truth ; and I might repre= 
fent a Conceit between two fcolding Women, one 
whereof calling the other Whore, and the other 
throwing back upon her the fame things; but this 
will do nothing; wherefore I fhall take another me¬ 
thod. 
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InTbc firfl Obligation he gave me, he exprefly 
faies. That I had communicated, demonflrated, and 
flievvn him fomc Secrets : But if they were not for 
his life, why did he give me a valid Obligation, to 
keen thofe fee rets from the publick ? Not bent to 
tliel’e things, Why did he in all his Letters (which 
he fent me, and which arc kept fafe to confirm what 1 
fay) confefs, and profefs, that he, his Whc and 
Children, were bound tome, and that he wou’d come 
to me, that with his he might ferve me all my Lite- 
If none of my feercts have fuccecdcd to him, Yv hy 
did lie give me long fince a new Obligation to be 
grateful to me ? as 1 have demonflrated from his 
obligations and extracts out of his Epiftles. 

NB. What! Cou’d lie not make trial of thofe 
things he had of me, in eighteen Months time ? But 
if the trial has prov’d the truth of thofe things, and 
he has bound himfelfto me by a new Obligation; 
Why then docs he dare to fay, That none of thofe 
things which 1 communicated to him, prov’d fuc- 
cefsfnl ? Why two years after ? Now he is alienated 
from me, and having broken his Promifes of coming 
to me, and working with me in my Laboratory, 
(being married again) is an Excufe for his abfen- 
ting himfelf, yet he asks me to communicate to him 
more fecrcts, and then he’ll come. NB. But if the 
firfl fccrets have not flood the Tcft, why does he 
defiic more of me i 

For he might know over and over in two years 
time, whether my Writings wou’d conduce to him 

or not. , 

In one Epiftlc, in which he boafts of killing a man, 
he writes thus : Wherefore 1 again and again intreat 
you not to call me oiF, but do to me according to 
your wonted Favour. I will oil all occafions, as 1 
have promifed, in my place, fatisfic you ; neither 
will 1 caufe that any thing fliould therein be dclir’d ; 
for which rcafon alfo 1 will eileft it both better 

and fooncr. , 

From thcfcandthe like words, which in two Epi¬ 
ftles he us’d to me, I could collect nothing of Fraud, 
and perhaps at that time he meant none. But when 
he had kill’d that Man, and married another Wife, 
all his Promifes and Obligations were to no pnr- 
pofe. And from that very time, all his endeavours 
have tended only to do me what hurt he could, and 
he daily hates me more and more; which at laft 
appears more publick in thefe his lying Calumnies. 

Indeed, I am apt to think the Devil and that 
Murder had poflefled his Heart. NB- For hisEpb 
ftle to me witncflcth, that for fourteen claics toge¬ 
ther he had fought occafion how he might catch 
that man with his Wife, and bloodily revenge him- 
feif upon him ; I fuppofe, by the mitigation of Sa¬ 
tan, whereby both the Man was kill’d in his Sins, 
and the Woman with many wounds compell’d to 
a lewd kind of Life; of both which Crimes Farn- 
r.cr is yet guilty in his own Confcience, and funlefs 
a fpcedy Repentance follow on his part) he will ne¬ 
ver be freed from them. But if in a fudden paflion 
he had done it by chance, he might merit fome 
excufe. 

But to endeavour it fourteen daies together , is 
nothing but a Devilifh Revenge and Cruelty, which 
can by no means be excus’d in a Chriftian, though 
lie do it never fo fccretly. 

But befides, lie ufes evil Arts; for he drew my 
Servant to him by Flattery, and receiv’d him into 
his intimate friendlhip, notwithftanding he knew I 
turn’d him away for his infidelity- What he writes, 


Part I 


that he bought his Secrets of me at a great price, is 
a pure fallity- Indeed he forc’d a fmall Reward 
upon me, half of which I gave him back again, 
and what I kept he got over and over by commu¬ 
nicating my Secrets to other men, fo that he has 
fully receiv’d what he gave me ; and by this his 
communicating to others, (which nas done un¬ 
known to me) he broke his Promifc ; which never- 
thelefs for Peace fake I pafled by. Wherefore, if 
he will confefs the Truth, I am fure he can never 
fay that he bought all thofe Secrets 1 intrufted him 
with,at fo great a price. 

Hitherto we may believe how much Money has 
come to him ; for fince lie has fent abroad his in- 
ftitory Letters five months ago, ( nay, as I am told, 
two years ago) before I could know it : he could 
not chufc but get money by it, when forthwith he 
with my perfidious Servant proceeded to that info - 
lencc, as in a knit Society with fomc of Frankforcf 
he caufed bis Calumnies to be every where fpread, 
and fent abroad, not only througout upper Germa¬ 
ny and Belgia, but alfo into France, and other Fo¬ 
reign Countries, to get Money. Yet, according to 
my hopes, this inftitory Ware-houfe (by the Grace 
of GOD) will foon fall. 

8 . Plenty of Spirit of Salt . 

I N this Paragraph alfo he gees on after his man¬ 
ner todifgrace me, aecufingme of Lyes, as if it 
was falfe, and impofliblc to prepare fifty pound of 
Spirit of Salt in one Furnace, and in one day ; and 
adds, that this Spirit is not fo good as his , for 
Every man for himfelf: but this is done by adding 
Vitriol. 

Which Vitriol does not hurt the Spirit of Salt, 
as is demonflrated in many places of the Firfl Part 
of my Furnaces; and he denies that fifty pound or 
above may be prepar’d in one day in my Furnaces, 
when yet it may be done commodioufly enough, 
and needs no farther proof. 

From all which a wife man may cafily judge how 
good a Chriftian Farmer is, whole mouth uttercth 
nothing but wickedncfs, contempt, and contention, 
and except my inward faculties fail me, the envy 
of his heart, his hatred, lyes, and infernal calum¬ 
nies, fliall be difplay’d. 

What is his fpirit of Salt to me, or mine to him ? 
Let him prepare it after his way, and I will do it 
my way, when need requires : Wherefore does he 
endeavour to defile my things with his, fince they 
cannot be dcfervcdly reprehended by any mar, much 
lefs by him- 

<y. Spirits of Vitriol, Nitre, Salt , j4qua fortis, A'jita 
Renta, in plenty alfo Sulphur ; at Forty 
d R. Mrs. 

I N this place may be feen the inhumane and 
devilifh nature of this wicked fellow ; for lie 
fcarce utters three words but he proceeds to my 
difparagemcnt. 

But what hath Glauber to do with his fpirits, 
for lie does not ufe them ? and if he does need 
them, he can make them without him. 

What does he care, lif you can prepare them 
after a better way than he, which yet never can be ? 

Whatever Glauber has writ of thefe things is worth 
the reading ; and he can defend both himfelf and ir, 

neither 
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neither can you or yours fpot his fame, which is fo 
well known to the World. 

10 . Mineral Spirits : for twenty R. Dollers, 

H E re Farnner ventures to promife a way of pre¬ 
paring volatile fpirits, which is eight years 
fince fully deferibed by Glauber, in the fccond part 
of his Furnaces, whither 1 referr the Reader- 

11 . Flowers of Minerals and Metals - 7 for Twenty 
R. Dollcrs. 

B Ut if any man will explore another man’s nature, 
let him permit him tofpeak, and he (hall ealily 
know what temper he’s of; but efpecially that, of all 
things, may eafily be difeern’d in a drunken or an¬ 
gry man, who can very hardly conceal his internal 
blemilhes- In like manner we may fee by Farnner 
that he endeavours to hide his lying Proceedings in 
my name. What if 1 had feen his way of prepa= 
ring metallick flowers, what profit or lofs fhould I 
fuftain by it ? He glories of thofc things which merit 
nopraife. He promifesto make metallick Flowers 
under a frixatory Cover, when yet Flowers can’c be 
made under it, for they are not Flowers when the me¬ 
tals are burnt under a frixatory Cover, into a Calx, 
or reduc'd to alhes, there is, and fo remains a heavy 
Calx: but the Flowers of metals Ihou’d be brought to 
a very light fort of Flowers by Sublimation ; as is 
defci ib’d at large in the Firft Part of my Furnaces. 

Farmer indeed, with his Shop, leaving his filthy 
knife , fhould rather have gone to the Chymical 
School a little, than (being ignorant of Chymical 
terms) fold his heavy Calxes of Metals to other men 
for light Flowers, and defpifed Glauber's way of pre¬ 
paring Flowers, which yet has been reprehended by 
no man-. Thefe his Flowers, with his Coral Flowers, 
are courfe Meal, which don’t deferve the name of 
Flowers, but Cream. Indeed, if Farnner had not 
fo vehemently inveighed againft me, I had notdif- 
play’d him thus, nor deign’d his vain Proceedings 
one word of anfvver. 

Yet’tis no matter, though good men are fometimes 
in this life bark’d at, and provok’d by mad Dogs, 
fince it often happens that by this means excellent 
things are made publick, which otherwife would 
lie fecret. 

12 . The Qttintcjf ncc. 

H Ere you may fee, candid Reader, that wicked 
Farnner' s endeavours tend to difturb the quiet 
of all good men, and deftroy my well-grounded and 
yet irrefutable Writings by his foolilh Opinions, 
which he Ihall never be able to do, no more than 
a little Whelp is able to attack an armed man, 
whom by his barking he cannot hurt. 

My Tract which 1 writ of the Eflence of Vege¬ 
tables, and printed at Norimberg , under the Title 
of / he Firfi Part of the Spagyrick Pharmacopzea; nei¬ 
ther Farnner , nor any man elfe, could reject or 
contemn ; but that little Traft will defend it felf. 

1 have made publick many and excellent inventions, 
but no man can fhew one place wherein I reprehended 
and brought into contempt other mens Works, as 
this Farnner does- If he would aft as a good man 
ought, and had any thing againft me, he fliould fpeak 
it to iny face, and not abufe me fo wickedly behind 
my back. 


13 . ylll acid Wines, 

I T troubles me Indeed, that I communicated this 
excellent fecret of cncrcallng the Virtue of acid 
Wines, and making them better, to Farnner. What 
he writes, that he found out thole things, is a pure 
Lye, which he had of me-, when neverthelefshe is 
not afraid to tell fo impudent a Lye , as that he 
had found out a better foundation of that Secret, 
which is moft notorioufly falfe 7 for neither he nor 
any other man, nor 1 my felf, can find any thing 
better than the pure Eflencc of Wine , conducing 
to that Work; which Eflcnce of Wine, by the 
ftrength of its innate fiery Nature and Property* 
all forts of immature Wines may be ripen’d in 
fermentation, and turn’d to a brisk Staple, and good 
Wine, in which lies all the Art. 

For he that knows this, may alfo correft acid 
Wines, yet let him haveja carethat he does not take 
foul Brandy-wine, as Farnner has done, wherewith 
he has done it, as he faies. 

This excellent Art, and heretofore unknown, to 
him that knows how to handle Wines, may ferve 
inftead of many -, and this unfaithlul Farnner might 
have receiv’d much profit from it, if he had not 
made it publick \ but fince he has every where pub- 
lifh’d it, there fhall henceforth no profit accrue to 
him nor me, if I fhould bedeftituteof better things, 
for he has defamed this excellent Secret every 
where by his lying Epiftles feut abroad. 

As for me, though he has taken from me the great 
profit which redounded to me from it, by his pra¬ 
ting and lyes, 1 do not this from fuch a trouble of 
mind as will happen to him, if he fnall oe forced 
indeed to want all its fruit- 
If this perfidious Farnner had hid this Secret, he 
would have needed no other Arts, neither need hd 
have fold it for an hundred Duckets, but he might 
from it have procur’d to himfelf fufficient whereon 
to live. A greater damage has happen’d to me by 
his publication than I can declare; and I very hard¬ 
ly endure that fo excellent and profitable a-Secrct 
fhould be defpifed ; neither will any good man ap¬ 
prove it, efpecially they that fuftain lofs by it, and 
for that caule will alvvaies abhorr him- He might 
have gotten enough by it, in fecret, and without 
detriment to his Neighbour, but that he was min¬ 
ded rather to marr the profit and propagate the 
damage of not only himiclf, but me , and many 
others that have knowledge of it; which no man 
can deny to be a wicked aft. 

That Reward which Farnner gave me for com¬ 
municating to him my Secrets, in all amounted to 
but lixty or feventy 'Ungarici (an 'Ungaricns is Nine 
Shillings of our Money,) which yet, from the com¬ 
munication of thofe Secrets] trufted him with, he 
receiv’d again, fo that all thofe things which he 
had of me, coft him little or nothing. Nevcrthe- 
lefs, he does not flick ro fay, That he gave me a 
great fum of Money for my Secrets, which yet 1 
refufed to take 5 and though he twice made ajour* 
ney of Fifteen miles to me, that he might get fome* 
thing out of me, yet I deny’d him, and communi¬ 
cated nothing to him, till he came the third time* 
and learn’d fome of my Secrets, and afterwards, 
when he had oblig’d himfelf to work with me in 
my Laboratory, I communicated more to him. Nei¬ 
ther had 1 Ihew’d him the leaft of thofe many Se¬ 
crets for his Prefent, which will never compenfate 
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the damage I have fuftain’d by him, had not he 
oblig’d himfelf under the lofs of all his Goods, as 
alfo his Credit and Reputation, that he, his Wife 
and Children, fhould ferve me fo long as I Ihould 
live, as plainly appears from his Obligations gi¬ 
ven to me- 

But if he had given me a Thoufand Vngarici-, or 
Duckets, and I had known he would have expos’d 
this Secret to fale, I would rather have given him 
all of it back again , than fuffer’d it to be made 
common. Neither can his vain Excufe, That he 
expofes his own inventions, and not mine, to fale, 
profit him any thing; when’tis evident enough, that 
nothing in the nature of things can be found, which 
may render fmall Wines better than the Anima 
or Quintellence extracted from other Wines *, for 
the Anima of Wine only , and nothing clfe, can 
encreafethe flrengthof Wine. Neither is the com- 
parifon of this melioration of Wines incongruous 
with two torn Garments, neither of which can be 
worn •, but if either of this is cut, and that which 
yet is whole and good, is fewed to the other, and 
fo of two torn, one whole Garment is made ; then 
that Garment may be worn, when yet, before, nei¬ 
ther of them was ufeful. 

The fame alfo is to be underftood of fmall wines 
that are neither durable nor vendible, but after 
one Hogfhead is ftrengthen’d by another, it becomes 
not only durable, as good Wine, but vendible, and 
will yield as good a price as two fmall Hogfheads- 
And this Secret is both very noble and profitable in 
thofe places, where the wines are feldom brought 
to maturity, and for that caufe are not durable nor 
faleablc. For there is a lamentable Complaint 
among Vintners, that immature wines are not ven¬ 
dible, and they can get no money for them. Thus 
they lay, Have we labour’d in vain with our wines 
a whole year ? Look there the wines lie, and no 
man buys them : in the mean while we fuffer want 
and can’t make our felves merry with our wines, for 
they neither profit us nor others; unlefs we have 
prefently fome other better wine, wherewith to 
mingle this, and fo render it vendible, it will ftrait 
be corrupted, and turn’d to water. Thcfe and the 
like Complaints 1 have often heard from Vintners} 
fcuc if they had the wit of Taylors, that can make 
one new Garment of two old ones, their affairs 
would be in a better condition, for after this man¬ 
ner they might preferve their acid wines, and there 
would be no need of mixing better wine with them. 
For which excellent Invention, all men that deal in 
wines, ought to thank GOD and me- 

1 pray, who would not have communicated thefc 
things to a man that had given himfelf for a pledge ? 
But if he muft not ftand to thefe Obligations, 1 can’t 
fee whom we may truft- 1 curfe the unhappy hour 
wherein this unprofitable fubjedt and that perverfe 
man (if he may be call’d a man ) came firll in my 
fight: which troubles and. molcftations he brings 
upon me in my old Age, which might fperid its 
time much better, than by refuting his deteftable 
Calumnies. Neither does his wickednefs to me hurt 
me only, but my Children alfo. 

In his laft Obligation he promifes, That if by pre¬ 
mature death I Ihould be taken out of the world, that 
he, for the kindnefles 1 had done him, would adopt 
my Children for his own, and make them his Heirs: 
but here, in his molt falfe writing, endeavours all 
he can to deprive my (yet young) Children of their 


own, and convert their Goods to himfelf, as indeed 
he has done. 

Further, He in his laft Obligation alfo faies, he . 
humbly pray’d GOD to prolong my Life and Health, 
but in this place he endeavours by his Cavils and 
Calumnies to kill me, and if he could do it with his 
own hand, ( which God foi bid ) I believe he would 
not Hick at it: It is a fmall thing with him to fpill 
Man’s blood, for he has experienc’d his ability that 
way- 

I indeed efteem it the Goodnefs of God to me, 
that it is His will, perhaps, that this fhould rather 
turn to my profit than difadvantage^ for hereby I 
am taught to be wifer another time, and to fhunhu* 
mane Frauds- 

14 . Jill Wines. 

H Ere any wife man may judge whether or no 
, this thing deferves to be fent into Foreign 
Countries, and there to be fold at a price when 
there is no Country-man that does not know that 
Winealfumes the relifh of the Herbs,Flowers, &c. 
which are fleeped in it. 

15 . Brandy. Wine of all forts of Corn. 

T Hat Farmer brags of this knowledge, he owes it 
to G O D and me, from whom he had it: For 
when at firft lie complain’d to me, that he could 
not keep the Corn from burning in the Still, and 
fomake the Brandy-wine ftink, 1 upon his intreaty 
communicated this Secret to him- But becaule 
Farmer fo much glories of this knowledge, he fhall 
not enjoy it long- I muft confefs, indeed, that this 
Secret is not of lefs value than that whereby wines 
are meliorated ; neither does he get lefs by it : but 
forafmuch as I rcfolve to buy all his Wares every 
where of him, 1 will neither leave him this, that he 
fhould be free from the trouble of informing others 
in this thing, and that otherwife would be forced to 
make long Journeys to buy them of him, may leave 
off thofe Journeys, and take this way of preparing it: 
Take as much Corn as you will, whether Barley,Rye, 
Oats, or Wheat, fteep it in fweet water for fome days, 
then place it that it may fprout after the fame manner 
as Corn is Malted for the making of Beer; turn it 
well for a certain time, left it be corrupted by too 
much heat: then when it is well fprouted, fpread it 
abroad, that it may prefently cool, and it will never 
fowre. 

But if you would ufe it prefently , then take as 
much of it as your Deftillation will require, and in 
a Kettle full of water, boil it fo long, till the grains 
are broken, then pour it into a wooden Veflel, and 
when it is luke-warm, add to it the frefh dreggs or 
grounds of Beer, and let it ferment •, when it has fer¬ 
mented enough, which is ufually at the end of two 
or three daies, then Brandy-wine is made in a com¬ 
mon Still, by deftillation from that Corn ; what re¬ 
mains in the Still will ferve to feed Oxen, Cows, 
Hoggs, or other Cattel. 

But the Brandy-wine which proceeds from thence, 
muft be redtified, as the way is, and by this means it 
is render’d more fweet and grateful to the relifh, than 
any other Brandy made of Corn : the reafon is this. 
That all Bread-Corn, of which Brandy-wine oughc 
to be prepared, if it be put to ferment prefently 
after foftening, it is neceilarily in the ftill, by boiling, 
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reduced into a pap, and fo being corrupted by a 
duftion, produces a (linking Brandy-wine. 

But this protuberating and burft Corn cannot be 
burnt, and therefore makes good Brandy. 

Alfo the Corn may be broken on a Mill-(lone, wa¬ 
ter poured upon it, and didillcd out of a Still, pla¬ 
ced within another, or in a Kettle full of water, fo al¬ 
io it cannot be burnc ; yet this way it will yield 
but little. 

NB. But if any man will give this Brandy a re- 
lifli, like that made of the Lees of Wine, then he mud 
rcdlilic it upon the Lees of Wine, for this way by the 
Oil of Wine, which is plentiful among the Lees, he 
acquires his ends, and in all things he may ufe this in- 
ltead of that. 

N B. Alfo, he that will, may, without this previous 
coClion and fermentation, pour the budding Corn hot 
into a veil'd ofluke-warm water, for by this means 
the Corn begins to ferment of it felf, and needs no 
other Lees to its fermentation; yet it docs not pro¬ 
duce fo fweet a Brandy, as if it had fird been 
boiled: for by coftion the ill tade is taken from the 
Corn, which the Brandy otherwife retains- Further, 
alfo it produces much more Brandy, if the Corn is fo 
boil’d, that it may be broken. And this, good Rea 
dcr, is a mod excellent and profitable Secret, and will 
bring you in much wealth, if you ufe it rightly , and 
you may make great quantities of it- 

Farmer did no man wrong, by taking faccording 
to his own edimacion ) a Hundred Duckets for ic,for 
it is worth much more, efpccially if the refidueofthe 
Corn pays the charge. Yet no man hereafter will give 
him fo much for it now ’tis made publick. 

Indeed it is injurious to me to divulge it, but be- 
c aufc it is now in the foul hands of Far finer , ’tis better 
that others alfo enjoy it, than that lie only (hould 
reap the benefit of it. But though by my communi¬ 
cation Farmer (hould put on a Lyons skin for his de= 
fence, yet he can’t hide his Afies ears under it-, as 
appears from this Paragraph, where he writes, that he 
had fent four meafures crofs the Seas, to try if they 
wou’dbear the Sea-water \ for then he thinketh he 
hath made his Port. Good God ! how refplendant is 
the Wifdom and Philofophy of this Farmer i Cer¬ 
tainly, if he (hall make one or two Experiments of 
this kind, that his Brandy-wine will bear the water, 
he’ll duly merit to be created the chief Profedor in the 
Academy of Idiots, for that will befit him, feeing that 
the reafon is not hid tohim, as he writes; wherefore 
Drinks are alter’d by the Sea-waters- 

But he will make his fird Experiment in thefe four 
meafures, and if it proves well, then he promifes to 
teach this Art at a price- 

O the blindnefs of this perverfe World fwelling 
with Pride J Who ever heard that a good burning 
fpirit, whether made of Wine or Corn, vvili be cor¬ 
rupted by the fea-water ? I grant it may be corru¬ 
pted, if it be invalid before: But a good and firmbur* 
ring fpirit will never be corrupted by fea,for all wines 
bear the water, thofe only excepted which labour 
with a defeat of fpirit, but drong wines very feldom, 
for the more fpirits there is in any Liquor, whether 
Wine, Beer, or Metheglin, it is in the lefs danger of 
being corrupted. 

But if tlic fpirit which is in wine, be its preferver, 
and defender from Corruption, How comes it topafs 
that Brandy-wine, which if well prepar’d, is nothing 
but fpirit, (hould be corrupted ? If the Spirit in wine 
be the Preferver and Defence of the wine, which yet 
is weaken’d by a great quantity of water, fo as the 
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wine remains good, and is fafe from the corruption 
of water: Why then (hould not it defend it felf, fince 
it is fo drong and free from water ? Who doubts 
that a concentrated Life is able to perform greater 
things than a diflufc and weak life ? 

Hence you may fee how great knowledge Farmer 
has drawn from the light of Nature, that he (hould 
boalfc fo. 

16. To flrengthen all forts of Beers, 

I N this place Farmer again (hews his AITcs cars, 
when he writes, That he can drengthen Beers, 
that they (hall not be inferiour to Rhenifh wine. Here 
every wife man may difeern how great and ftupen- 
dious this man’s folly is. 

Behold, he attributed the goodnefs of Rhenifh 
Wine to its drength,which indeed is a great errour j 
for the goodnefs of Rhenifh-wincs confids not in 
their llrength, but fweetnefs. French Wines are far 
more fragrant than Rhenifh, yet in fweetnefs and 
foundnels it comes not near it. So likewife Hunga¬ 
rian , Creel !>, Italian , and Spanijh Wines, c rc. are much 
drongcr, but for fweetnefs, as well as goodnefs and 
wholfomenefs, Rhenifh wine, far better, although the 
other excell it in drength. And fo this is a great ab- 
furdity : Indeed Beer may be drengthen’d, by adding 
a burning fpirit to it in fermentation, whereby itmay 
endure the longer \ which tiling I can’t deny, and it 
ought to be done : but that a Vinegar may be drawn 
from them like Wine=Vinegar, is a pure dory; for 
though itmay happen that Beer may give a drong 
Vinegar, yet it never yields Wine-Viregar, for a 
great difference may be difeern’d between Wine and 
Beer-Vinegar, though they have both the fame 
drength, if you make trial of both : Whence it ap¬ 
pears, that Farmer is ignorant what Vinegar is, be- 
caufe he knows not the difference of ir. 

Strong and right Wine-Vinegar is known by thefe 
Trials. Fird, if it be fhaked in a Glafs, it by and by 
receives its clearnefs, and leaves no feum, dreggs, or 
bubbles, on the top, as Beer-Vinegar does: for let it 
be never fo drong, it retains its own nature, and 
caufesa feum, if it be fhook judas the Beer it is made 
of: but Wine=Vinegar leaves no feum. Secondly, the 
longer Wine-Vinegar is boiled, the dronger it is; the 
reafon is this, There is naturally in it an innatefliarp- 
nel's, which is not volatile - , but the fharpnefsef Beer- 
Vinegar confids in its volatility, which in boiling is 
abated ; fo that the longer it boils,- the weaker it is. 
And thefe are the two chief and mod certain trialsof 
Vinegars, ivhich Farmer' s Vinegar will never bear, 
and therefore will dill be Beer-Vinegar, and does nor 
deferve that it’s Preparation fhould yield Fifty R. Dob 
lers. 

Acid or Sower Beers. 

TTTTHat belongs to this, requires nothing of 
V V Art, neither is it worthy to be taught at a 
price when every Country man can do it, by pro¬ 
jecting and well dirring in a veffel of acid beer, 
two or three handfuls of beech afhes well lifted, 
made wet with a little beer, and leting them lie in it 
about eight days, for then the afhes by reafon of 
the Salt which is in ’em takes away the fowrenefs of 
the beer, and make it drinkable. 

NB. If the beer be not too fowre, a handful of 
fifted afhes may be fewed up in a linen bagg, and 
put into the Beer through the bung, and there left 
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for this way the Beer may be preferv’d from fowreing 
and need not be flirred nor troubled. Alfo fome 
handfuls of wheac put into the beer, draws its 
fowernefs front it, the fame alfo is done by egg 
fhells, Crabs eyes, Tortoife (hells. Sea (hells, calx 
lively and fuch like things which attract the fharp- 
nefs, and turn it into fiveetnefs- 

But whence is it that Farmer now fo abounds in 
the knowledge of wines and beers, when yet but two 
years fince, when he prepar’d and fold brandy wine 
and beer, that he complain’d ; to me, that he had fu- 
liained much damage in handling them, fo that he 
fhou’d perilh unlefs he learn’d how to take away and 
remedy the burning of Corn in the Still, the ill fmcll 
of his brand / wine and the fowrenefs of Beer. Why 
cou’d not he then help himfelf, and beware of thofe 
Lolles ? he will objed that at that time a certain light 
fhoneupon him, by whofe benefit he knew Nature. 
However true his objection be, it will never induce 
me to believe that this light cou’d in fo great a mea- 
fnre fo luddenly help him, which is a great abfur- 
diry : for fomuch knowledge is given to noman in 
a ni«h » deep, it is a falfe ftory. But that my faith¬ 
ful in ft 1 udlion, with which I inltruded him, has en- 
lignten’d him, and like a guiding ftar led him in the 
right way, is mod true, tho he is unworthy of thofe 
preciou' Pearls which like a wild boar he treads in 
the din under his feet- 

18. Vtnegar of Corn. 

V "^ 7 Hat belongs to this Paragraph, is demon- 
V ft rated in the fixteenth paragraph, that tis 
impolTible to make a vinegar of Corn, like that of 
wine : wherefore this cannot fas he thinks, deferve 
fifty R- Dollcrs. 

19. Vinegar of green Woods, 

I N deed 1 wonder that Farnner is rot afhamed of 
thefe things which 1 have many years fince fo clear 
ly deferib’d or to bring them to light anew,that he 
might get money by teaching thofe things to others, 
which are already publilhed in the firft part of Fur¬ 
naces^ And fo he adorns himfelf with other mens 
Feathers. 

But he will object, I have in the trial found thefe 
things true, and therefore defcribe them, but he 
dees it to this end, and to no other than that he 
may cheat them 01 their mony who did not know 
that 1 had fo long fince writ of them- He that de- 
fires any of thele things, may find ’em in the lirft 
part of my Furnaces } and he (hall not need to give 
Fmn.er , ten R. Dollers for his inftruftion herein. 

20. Alt ho Glauber, &c. 

H ere he contemns my way of extracting Tartar 
from the lees of wine,when yet it was a year 
fince clearly and perfpicuoufly deferib’d and publifh- 
ed at Nortmbcrg , which Farnner cou’d never correct. 
But he bragg’d that he had found by a certain po- 
fition another compendium, which indeed might 
be, fince it is eafier to add fomething to an Art once 
found, than to fir.d the Art it felf, but it does not 
become him to diffvvade men from this Art which :is 
already deferibed, and which maybe had gratis, and 
to defpife it and bragge among all men of his own 
inventing a better- What good men will think of 


thefe bold malignities may be eafily judg’d: but if 
1 1 had writ nothing of thefe things, who would havee 
taught him that there was Tartar in the lees of wine? 
But I not only found and writ what was in them, but 
alfo largely taught how they might be ufefully ex¬ 
tracted. 

Yet this trifler dares as impudently, as falfly fay, 
that he had corrected it, and added to it, and there¬ 
fore wou’d not let it go without his price. 

After the fame manner he deals with my other fe- 
crets ( which, tho he had them of me, hebraggs that 
they are his own) with which he proceeds, as with 
the lees of wine, namely with my Alkahell, Pana¬ 
cea, Melioration of wine, compendious diftillation 
of Corn, preparation of vinegar, correction of 
beer and others in many places. 

Whence cou’d he have known what was meant by 
my Alkaheft and Panacaea, or how fmall wines and 
and beers lliould be meliorated, how Corn without 
laduftion (hou’d give plenty of burning fpirit, and 
whether there was Tartar in the lees of wine or 
not, and hoiv it might be extracted thence, except 
he had feen and learn’d all thefe things of me ? of 
which alfo 1 had many years fince publickly made 
mention in my writings, which is fo well known that 
he cannot deny it, how much foeverhc oppofes the 
truth. 

21 . All Copper Ores. 

Tn this place Farnner teaches that Copper Ores are 
*- to befeparated, when, yet they are not fepa- 
rated bur melted, that thence the Copper may come 
forth, which Copper if it contains fiiver being mix’d 
with a due weight of lead, it is feparated : but Mines 
ofcopper are never feparated, which he does not un- 
derftand, and fo he betrays his ignorance in thefe 
terms. This way of feparating is fuffkiently 
known, and every where where copper mines are 
found, is wrought in abundance anil cannot be hid. 
He that polTellcih Copper mines, will eafily find men 
that will thence clicite die copper, and afterwards 
feparatc it, neither will any man need to go to 
Farnner on that account. Indeed I wonder at his ex= 
cream impudence, that he was not afraid to promife 
that he wou’d teach others fo many Sciences, of 
which if he knew the half part, his village wou’d not 
Hold all the furnaces he wou’d need for thedemonr 
ftration of them. 

Further, for thefe and the followiug Sciences, 
which yeti are the mod difficult and laborious of all, 
he requires no money, but for a certain reward pro- 
mifes to demonftrate them all. 

22 . From Tc ft s and Cape’s. 

H E has drawn this feparationalfo from my wris 
tings, that therewith he might fill his calum¬ 
nious letters: neither do I believe he con’d do it 
before he had feen me do it. It is done by the powder 
of coals, as l have plainly deferibed in my Chymical 
Colloquie. 

23 . Gold and Silver. 

T His Art Lazarus CEuljcr has deferibed, but be- 
caufe his way is too hard, 1 have (hewn an eafier 
in the explication of the wonder of the world, and 
there the following melting Furnaces are alfo de¬ 
feribed, and therefore 1 need not fay any thing of 
them here. All 
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All thcfc inventions which Earmur braggsort as 
his own, arc mine •, for my unfaithful Servant taught 
Farmer thofc Furnaces which he learn’d of me. 

And nt lew. tb , 

I have nothing to fay to thelc four laft paragraphs, 
becaufe they don’t concern me as the former doe, 
and Farnr.i-r himfelf ex poles them as fpcculations 
and not as experiments, as I alfo believe that they arc 
only fancies and foolifh imaginations: yet there is 
one thing which I mull anfwcr, which he mentions 
in his third paragraph, that the time will come when 
Gl.utbcAs Alkahell mull be forc’d to hide, alcho it is 
not wholly to be rejected. But if it be fo unprofitable 
that it mud hide, why docs he expofe this to fale at 
fifty R. Dollers, and the Panacea which is prepar’d 
with it, at thirty ? and he has already get fufticient- 
ly by it: if it be fo imprortitabJc, why then does 
he otFcr to Sell it to others knowingly and willingly 
at a price? If t\.rm.cr has rightly term’d my Alka- 
lieft unufeful and mull be forc’d to hide, he has furc- 
ly deceiv’d many. But l confidently aflert, that my 
Alkahell will never hide, but defend it felf in all 
places: Perfidious calumniators, thieves and their 
accomplices lhall hide, but not my Alkahell. If he 
has found out better things than 1, let him publilh 
them as I have done, that every man may judge 
whether they be true or falfe : Why this boafting 
and wicked vanity in dcfpillng others ? For truth 
needs few words and lefs braging. In his writing 
in which he fets down the value of every Secret 
contain’d in the Ialt paragraphs, namely, from the 
twenty firfb to the twenty eighth, he promifes to 
teach other men for no certain price, but on courtc- 
fy, thofc fccrets which yet are the bell, if he con’d 
know them. But if he can effett: thofe things and 
teach ’em to others, he woti’d not certainly teach 
them gratis, for ’tis importable for him to build 


thofc Furnaces reqnirttc to' the making of thofc 
things in halt a years rime. 

From which ic luHicicntlv appears bow ignorant 
he is of what he writes: Certainly if his" waicj 
which lie had of me gratis, Ihould find Chapmen, no 
doubt but in one jear he would get ibrnc theuiands 
of ducacs. 

I thought lie toanfwer you thefe things new,‘that 
1 might flint your foul mouth which was fo wide 
open to lyes, but if after this vou don't ceCevour \\c-i 
and .calumnies, you niil compel me to i.lc other 
means to bridle year malice- In the mean while f 
doubt not, but all good men in this llk.i t Apology 
(in which I have not refuted thy lying caiumnics 
with indecent or contentious words,but fiom thy own 
obligations and hand writing) will plainly ftc how 
wickedly and pcrfidicufly then lnfl behaved thy fdf 
towards me. This damage which thou hall done 
me, neither you nor all yours both prefent and future 
faculties, nor all thy fervants can ever repair : Ic 
remains therefore, -that I fay with Job, God gave, mid 
God has taken away, blelfcd be the name of the 
Lord. But I don’t believe you will cfcape divine 
pnnifhmcnt, to which I commit my caufe sc this 
rime. It is certain that every thing has its time, 
which I alfo patiently cxpetting your downf.1 
(when God lhall take upon him the patronage of a 
juft caufe,) perhaps with thcfc my eyes fhal|°fconcr 
fee than hope. Indeed I wanted not matter todifputc 
thefe tilings more largely, but that for a reafon 
known to my felf, 1 was hinder'd in doing it at 
this time. But as foon as I can, God artifling me 
1 (hall not be wanting to propofe to all impartial 
men in the world, queftions to be refolv’d,froin which 
every ingenious and good man may fee, animadvert 
and give judgment, how ungrateful, perfidious, un¬ 
juft and inhumane thou hart; been to me. 
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Miraculum Mundi; 

Or, A Plain and Perfect Dclcripdon of the admirable Nature and Property of that 

mod powerful Subject, called by the Antients* 

Clje ^ntberfal jftenflfcuum* 

The MERCVRT of PHILOSOPHERS. 

By which V egetableSj Animals y -and Minerals may eafily be Tranfmuted into m oft Sa<> 
lubrious Medicines, and the Imperfect Metals into Perfect and Permanent. 


’A Preface to the Reader. 


T O vohomfoever this little Buok_(jreating of the 
Propriety, Nature, and Effence of that incom¬ 
parable Snlj ft, by the ancient Pbilofophcrs cal¬ 
led, The Univcrfal Menftruum or Solvent, 
p)*!l occurred is offended tn reading of thofe oreat virtues 
by me afribed to tt } and becaufe he under fan dith riot 


the t king, judgeth it not to be credited I would hair him 
know, that whatfoever power I have attributed to it , that 
that is in no wije a Figment, Dream, or vain Opinion , 
but to be taken for a Truth , found out iy a diligent and 
manifold Practice. But which will be mo ft prcfftal I'hfor 
me to projlitute all my inventions to the World, or conceal 
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i hem? For irritb c.nfc 1 n ill (at Ic.ijt for the prefix t) 
Only poi/.t at many n>o»dcrful things nbicb may le per¬ 
formed by this it, iverfal Menfbrtut.m, but net treat of 
them, leaving it free for every man to believe my faying*' 
as far as he p'cafcilrfut if they fall be credited by no man, 
it fall not difiurb «:e, it being J1fficient for me to have 
{hewed where and by what rc.tjon, the truth or ficrtts of 
nature are to be found. 

At for the SttbjiCt whojc nature and operations I have 
determined to touch upon, it is like to that of which l 
have made mention in my Mineral work, by the fignal 
name of Alkaheft, which appellation I have th re demoa- 
ffrated, not to be rnipofcd upon it without reafn. But 
feeing that long fi.ee the chief Menfruiims of fome 
Fhiiofophcrs, wen-called by the fame name, and that J 
know not whether theirs were If’ to mine or mine to 
theirs in nature and virtu ■s ) {ball not math trouble me ; 
for it matters link for diverJe Mer.ftruttms to be called 
by the fame name, although they do nA an fiver one another 
in all things. For even as wine is wine, although it come 
from Germany, Italy, France or Spain, nevtrthdcfs 
each is wme, ah hough the one exceed the other in Jtrcrgtb 
and rcll-Jb, as long as the fame nature and virtues are 
found in it, which ought to be in wine: The fame is to 
be judged concerning my Alkaheft: To wit , that if the vir¬ 
tues be agreeable tod he name, from wlatfoevtr Subject it be 
ext rid led, it rightly mrrittth the fame name, which 
that it may the better be underfood, I mean by the name 
of Alkalielt, a very hot, fiery, dry, and alfo humid wa¬ 
ter void of all corrofve power, by which Vegetables, 
Animals, and Minerals, arc dijfolved without t.oifc, yet 
not all in the fame manner, and elaborated into Salutifc- 
rotts medicines, as / have fewed in the fir ft part of my 
Mineral work, -rind becaufc 1 have written fuch 
things of it, many have endeavoured to prepare fuch a 
Menfiriitim , every one from his own Subjctl-, Impofiors 
alfo have offered to others, a water plainly corrofve in- 
ffcad of it,faffy pretending that they had obtained the fe- 
crct from me, and that it is the fame which 1 have dc- 
feribed in my Mineral work-, then one fills that pr.ta- 
tioits Univerfal folvcnt to a another at a dear rate, 
whofic nativity and preparation lies hid with the feller, 
that fib the blind leading the blind both may fall into the 
elite 1 ■, which thing, when I knew it, 1 was conjh.lined 
whether / would or no, to lay open to the Reader, what is 
properly the nature of my Alkaheft, and what are its 
virtues and powers , fio that tlsofe who erre, may have a 
nth by J’’ ich they may be able to judge of any other pre¬ 
tended Alkaheft, whether it be mine or rut . 

Therefore this incomparable fitbjett is called an univer-. 
fill folvcnt,becaufc by trs bent fit, many incredible things 
arc performed in the preparation of good. Medicines, and 
a fora the preparation of metals , ye r let no man believe 
that it diffblveth metals fmfitly and violently, like aqua 


Preface. 


fortis, aqua regia, or other cerrofive waters, not in the 
leajf but rv or hi th Altogether after another manner^ viz. 
Vegetables and Animals are dffolved in digtfiio by 
the moifi wry, in which fohitio?.g the pure parts are fepa- 
rated from the impure. 

And A liner As and /Metals alfo being diffolved in the 
moff way by its benefit 7 m.vy be wafted, purged and ma+ 
titrated, and reduced either into giod medicines 7 or into bet¬ 
ter metals ? but not with the fame advantage and celerity as 
in the dry wayfiy which very many incredible mutations arc 
prcfently performed, to be admired by the inexpert y too 
tedious here to be treated if Be/ides thojc two ways of 
diffjlvrag, which [that 1 might.demonfirate the pojjibili- 
ty of the matter') 1 have fhe wed to fome \ there yet occurrs 
another far different from tbofe 7 by which metals and 
other Subjells are fwiftly, meliorated to the c\e y and arc 
maturated, depurated T and trarfmuted into the befi of 
medicines 7 and into purer bodies: the reafons of which 7 
folntion there is no 'need to expofe to every one, chiefly 7 
bccaufe that labour requintb a skilful Chymijl and 
there are few who heartily Jcarcb into the fccrets of nature y 
but moft Chymifis vexing them)elves with vain prcce/]cs y 
under [land nothing fohd in Medicine or in Chymifiry, 
which imaginary Artifis, when they happen upon true 
writings, cannot reach their fence with their dull brains; 
they /peak evil of the Author 7 difdarning hisindnfiry and 
unwearied labour 5 in communicating his talent 7 whence 
it comes to pafs that he which brings forth any thing of 
good 7 finding nothing but ingratitude* chufeth rather to 
carry his talent with him to the grave y than to publifij 
it to his own damage . And this is the only caufe y 
why / have not plainly profecuted the nje of this Men - 
Jiriittm in the preparing of medicines, and meliorating 
of metals y but have only pointed at what may be e felled 
by the help of it, that it may be made mamfefi what is 
to be judged concerning it, and whether that which is fold 
for fuch by others , be like to that dtferibed in my Mine¬ 
ral work or not : I doubt not but ?nany will quickly 
defpondj thinking that their Alkaheft will in no wife 
perform thofe things which l here aferibe to my Men fir u- 
um y and will alfo believe the matter not to befi eafy, as 
before they th light it to be 7 but although it arifi from a 
vile fubjtll, that neverthelefs its invention and ufe is ve- 
ry difficult . For whofoever hath fuch a mcuftrmm y by 
which thefe following things may be t/felled y he may in* 
deed rejoice in the poffeffion of the nniverfal folvent or 
Mercury of Philofophers, having a door opened to 
true medicine and Alchymy . Therefore for the fake of 
Searchers\l will begin to fjmv fomewhat of its virtues 
amt powers 7 as far as 1 may 7 that the Magnalia of God 
may thence be made mamfefi , and that I may oive cc - 
cafion to every man y to render praifi, and thanks to his 
Croat our y who is i he giver of all good. 
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Of the TrauJ ccmlcnt Virtue , 1 Tower , 2'lttturc ) and ^Property of this Wonderful 

LI n 1 v c r fa 1 Me n (1 r a u m. 


rT is worth our noting, that three Operations 
cfpeciallv may be performed by the benefit 
of this Menftutum. 

I. Ic maturateth all Vegetables and Ani- 
JL mals, being diffolved into a Liquor, and ta-- 
king away their Venom, converteth them into falu- 
tary Medicines. 

II. It diflolveth Minerals and Metals, as well by 
the moift as by the dry way, corredeth their venoms, 
ripeneth and fixeth their crudity, fo that they may be 
made good Medicines •, and after fixation, yield good 
and genuine Gold and Silver- 

III. Thofe Metals, Minerals, Stones, and other* 
compad Subjects, not diflolvable by the aforefaid 
waies, it diflolveth, maturateth, purifieth, and in an 
hours fpace exalts Metals, more than the two former 
Solutions can do in a whole day, whofe change into 
better may be obferved in every hour: It diflolveth 
Metals and Minerals into a penetrating fpirituality, 
lo that the Metal is not feparated from the Menftnmm, 
but a folution is made of both, either by the dry or 
moift way, from which the more pure part of the 
Metal, or that which is Gold or Silver, after the pre- 
mifed fixation, is precipitated by Art, cfpccially if 
many were jointly dilfolved. Whence it is fufficient- 
]y manifeft, that in all the Imperfect Metals Gold 
and Silver is notably abfeonded, not difcoverableby 
the vulgar Examcn of Cupels : which Operation be 
ing performed by a Menfirmnn-, prepared in fo grofs 
a manner, it is credible, that if this volatile Her¬ 
maphrodite and fpiritual Mercury were again fixed, 
and rendered Corporeal, that it would be by many 
degrees more fubtile, penetrant, and efficacious, for 
the diffolving, altering, and perfecting of Bodies, 
than it was before. 

This is its life in general \ but fpecially it abun¬ 
dantly exerts its manifold Virtue ; before whofe de- 
feription, it feems not amifs to point out the common 
Name of this fubjed, and what the common People 
think of it. Which , that I may expedite in few 
words, know, that it is nothing elfe but the naked 
felt of the Earth, of which Salt-Pctcr is made- But 
that every fait of the Earth, or common Salt-Perer , 
hath thofe Virtues which I here affign to my fub¬ 
jed, I ffial! in no wife fay, feeing that it ought to 
be diverlly prepared for divers ufes, according to 
which, thou mailt exped divers Virtues. 

This fubjed is neccilary to be known by all the 
Inhabitants of the whole Earth, to all orders and 
degrees of men, becanfe not to man only, but alfo 
to every Creature, it is profitable or noxious, accor¬ 
ding to its various application. 

This fubjed ferveth for Phyftcians , Cbirurgicns, and 
-Apothecaries , of which they may preprre excellent 
Medicines againff the natural Difeafes of Men- 
Whence the truth of that common faying of Phi- 
lofophers is undoubtedly aliened, viz. That of the 
arc At eft l r mom the "rent eft Mcdicir.c again ft Difeafes 
is to be prepared. And that Nitre is the vvorft of Ve¬ 
noms, 1 have evinc’d in the fecoixl part of my Fur¬ 
naces, where I preferr it to the Bafilisk. himfelfj and 


that from the fame Nitre, and its mediation, is to be 
prepared a molt excellent Medicine- In the rirft 
Part of my Mineral Work, for the lake of Phyli- 
cians, Chirurgions, and others, applyingthemfelves 
to Phyfick, I have fhctved how by the help of my 
Alkahelt, Medicines are to be prepared from Vege¬ 
tables, Animals, and Minerals, far exceeding the or¬ 
dinary waies of Preparation. 

But it is not my mind at prefer,t to difeourfe much 
of Medicines, it may luffice to have (hewed what 
Virtuesthisllniverfalfubjed hath, andto what ufes 
it may be appointed. I fay, that it may be profita, 
ble to all orders of men, as well to the luperiour, as 
to the inferiour, to fpiritual and fccular, noble and 
ignoble, rich and poor: of which orders the Phy- 
fieian is not to be deemed the lowed. 

That 1 may perform my promife, what unheard of 
things may be done, by the benefit of this fubjed, 
in natural difeafes incident to man, who is obnoxi¬ 
ous to all kind of miferics, 1 will in the next place 
revegl fomewhat for- his health and comfort. 

But this my Medicine,which 1 deliver,is not of great 
price, but of great Virtue, and of which the poor as 
well as rich, may be partakers, and ( by the blefiing 
of God ) may be treed from every curable difeafe- 


The Preparation. 

T ytkenro or three pounds of thisMcndvmun,whofe ccrl 
roftve nature trstnfmule by force of fire into a nature 
rot corrofive j and you have the Menftruum prepared , 
with which you full elaborate this Medicine , it this man¬ 
ner : Diffol vc in this Menftruum as much of the firJt 
Ens of Gold (which is to be found in all places of the 
World , but efpecially in golden Mines more copioufly ) 
as it will aitrafi in the heat ; fo that a red Solution may 
be made , which digeftfor fame dales , with its own weight 
r f the diffolving 1 Vine j make feparation of the pure parts 
from the impurefiy removing the feces which Jcver them¬ 
felves from the Medicine ^ by falling to the bottom , th : t 
being concentrated by an ea.fi; heat ? will be a red pellu¬ 
cid /tone, very like to a foluble fait, which is to be care¬ 
fully preferved. This Medicine will be fecond to none, 
except the ftone of phtlofopkcrs , and will be of the fame 
goodnefs, after a Hundred Tears , that it was the firfi 
day it wa< made-, performing all things which J jhtw 
with am ivcmcnr, for which no mortal man can ever ren¬ 
der fuffeient Thanky to God. 

The Z>fe of this Medicine in general. 

T Hisllniverfal Medicine will cure every natural 
difeafe both in young and old , ftrong and 


weak, in a very fmall dofe, without any danger, not 
naufeating the llomach, as the ufual Potions do ; 
and is to be taken in any Liquor, according to the 
Condition of the Sick) as warm Broth or Gruel, Wine,' 

T t 2 Beer 












Miracuhtm Munch. 


Fart I 


164 

Beer or Ale, Water, Milk, &c. from one grain to 
eight grains,- ’.vhich is die higheft dofe- It opera¬ 
ted) after a diverfe manner, according as the ftreugth 
of tlic lick, or the nature of the difeafe requires: 

If you continue in the Ule of the prelciibcd Do¬ 
les, the operation will be infcnfiblc, it ftrengthen- 
etli and mnndiiieth the radical moiiluic, ar.d in a 
wonderful manner expellcth everyEvil out oftheBody 
being taken daily, every other or every third day : 

It preferveth from accidental Difcafes, correCteth 
Venom, and refilled) infectious Airs- But if the Dole 
were greater, the Operation will be more evident, 
by Sweat, Urine, Spitting, and fometimes by Stool, 
according as you pi cafe, by cncrcafing or lellcning 
the Dofe •, and if the difpofition of the Difeate 
comply, it is cured by a f mall quantity of this Me¬ 
dicine, without ocular obfervation; but being radi¬ 
cated, requireth a manifeft operation, it it refute to 
yield to a fmall Dofe a&ing invilibly; becanfe both 
in preparing and tiling this Medicine, regard is to 
be had, that you neither err in excels or deleft, 
but by obferving a Medium , you lliall obtain both 
Profit and Honour- 

Thofe of ripe years may take from one to fix 
grains every day, if they have lei fine to attend the 
Cure, but if not, three grains every fourth day,un¬ 
til there remain no footdleps of the Difeafe : ta¬ 
king nothing befides this Medicine, and keeping that 
day from the cold Air, and abltainingthree or four 
hours from Food. In the Lcpro/ie and foul Scab, 
there is no Remedy fafer than this Medicine, extir¬ 
pating the Roots of the Evil without trouble- Nor 
will you ever be fruftrated in the delired cffeCt, 
if the Sick have ftrength fuflicient to undergo the 
Cure. C Sec its Preparation and Ufe more particu¬ 
larly deferibed, in Part 2. Phar. Spagyr .'] 

After the Dcfcription and Ufc of this Medicine, 
by which the health of Man may be preferved, and 
being loft, may be reftored, which is far to be pre¬ 
ferred to all the Trcafnres of the whole World. 
There now follow other Secrets, {hewing how by 
the help of this fubject a man may acquire an ho- 
neft Living; and,as I have faid in the Preface,this 
fubjedf may be profitable to all orders of men in the 
World, whether fuperiour or inferiour, Ecclcfiafti= 
cal or Political,.noble or ignoble, rich or poor, by 
conferring or admonilhing fomewhat of good to 
every one in his Profelhoii. Therefore 1 will no'vv 
begin to teach fomc lignal ufes of it, that it may 
be manifeft to all men, that this is an Univcrfa! 
iubjett, which I have alwaies judged fucli, and that 
others with me may find it fo- 

In the lirlt place, all Fofllles or Minerals digged out 
of the Earth, may be perfcClly examined by the me¬ 
diation of this fubjeCt , what metals they contain, 
how many, and how much of each : It is an infalli¬ 
ble Guide to the diggers and melters of Ores, fa* 
ving them both lofs of time and matter. An ex¬ 
cellent Artifice, by which the value of all Minerals 
may be difeovered without much labour and charge, 
being highly r,ccellary for Metallurgifts, of Gtr- 
MMiy especially, being quite undone by a continual 
War, who may in a fliort time lay up great Stocks 
or Treafures, to be imployed againft the Enemies 
of their Country in time of necellity : by whole 
benefit alfo rich Mines of gold and filver (which 
othei wife would for ever lie ncglcCted ) may be 
difeovered , when they are fwiltly and accurately 
examined- 

The Marcalitcs of Gold and filver being melted 


by the mediation of this, by a lingular compendium, 
hitherto unknown, do alloid more metal than by 
the commoa way. 

The volatile and immature Marcafites of gold 
and filver, are fixed in the fpace of three hours, fo 
that they yield more metal than they could have 
dons without fixation. 

Thofe three things arc very neccfiavy and profi¬ 
table to every Magillrate having Mines in his jurif- 
diClion, by which he may obtain much wealth. 

All Gold and Silver which is not purely melted 
from its Marcalltc, is fwiftly purged from all addL- 
tament, the Silver is leparated from the Gold, by 
fuliononly, with fmall labour and celt, but in great 
weight. Gold and Silver are eahly drawn out of 
old Tin vcllcls, the tin being preferved almolt in the 
fame weight, and being made better than it was 
before, may fcrve for the fame nfes to which it is 
wont to be put. 

From Ktfmutb much filver is feparated, the Xif- 
rn/ttb being preferved, this fecret being agreeable to 
*thofe places which abound with that Mineral. 

From old Copper much Silver may be Feparated* 
the Copper remaining unhurt,by which Artifice Coun¬ 
tries abounding with this metal, may not a little pro¬ 
fit thcmfelvcs. 

Every common filver, may in the Ipace of a few 
hours be exalted into the nature of Gold, the which 
if it be done four or five times,which may be in a 
fhort fpace of time, it giveth fo much gold, as afford* 
eth a fuflicient livelihood,over and above the cofts- 
Gold may be feparated by fufion, from every ad¬ 
dition of Copper, Tin, Iron, Lead, Orpimcnt, Anti* 
monyArfcnick or the like,and be purify cd withoutCu- 
pels,each being kept apartyprofitable for Metallurgifts 
and the like, from the Ihortnefs of the time, fmallcefs 
of the charge and labour, and much gain, 

Every impcrfeCt metal without the mixture of 
other metals, may be ripened by this fecret alone in 
the fire, in the fpace of an hour, fo that it will yield 
Gold and Silver, but without gain. 

There is another very gainful augmentation or 
increafeof the perfect metals, by the imperfeCl, an- 
fwering to the Germination or growth of vegetables; 
for even as every feed being call into the earth* 
groweth therein ariling to be an herb or a tree, and 
taketh alfo its cncreafe from the fame by its inbred 
attractive power; fo is it here alfo, for Sol or Lima 
groweth and encrcafcth in Saturn, Jupiter, Vwt:s± 
or Mars, as in their native foil, and are nourilhed 
after the manner of herbs, and encreafe from day 
today. An Art not tobedefpifed by Philofophers. 

By the mediation of this, from all imperfe<ft me¬ 
tals and minerals, yielding nothing by the ufual ex- 
amen of Cupels, Gold and filver is produced in a 
manifold manner, being an argument that the im¬ 
perfect metals have fomewhat of the perfect reeonded 
in them, when they aie inverted and Ihew themfelves 
to our fight, a work not ingrateful to thofe who work 
in Metals. * 

The fie are the chief things which I have found 
may be done in metallick woi ks, by the help of this 
Subject; yet I make no doubt but there are many 
more unknown to me,to be revealed to others after me 
who lliall make a good beginning from my writings, 
the which I alfo with from my heart,that the hid¬ 
den mylteries of the natural wonders olGod, may at 
length be brought to light, for the ufe of mankind. 

Among the enumerated Arcanums, fotne perhaps 
may feem of iittie worth to the Reader ■, but there 
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arc fome from which may be had a commodious 
livelihood, fo that an Artift need not be at the will 
of another, without he pleafe- O how great a 
thing is Libcrty> which no man can worthily edeern, 
who hath not been a Servant himfclf- A piece of 
Bread is fweeter to a quiet, prudent man than many 
dainties, with care, danger, and noife. It is happy 
for him who can fay with Paracelfns, Alter ins non Jit, 
cjui funs ejjc jot eft • Let him not be anothers, who may be 
his own. gut it is good for him that would ufc well 
the Gifts of God , not to be unmindful of his 
Neighbour,lelt temporary Liberty call him head-long 
into the Dungeon of eternal Slavery. After fhew- 
ing this fubjedt to be conduciblc to all the Inhabi¬ 
tants of the earth, I have deferibed its ufe in Me- 
tallicks, which is not to be indifferently undertaken 
by every man, but by thofc only who are concern¬ 
ed in digging of Mines, and melting and feparating 
of Metals, whether they be noble or ignoble, lear¬ 
ned (as well fpiritua! as fecular, exempted from pub- 
lick offices) or rude, which maintain themfclves from 
Merchandice, or live upon their Eftates, all which 
may receive Fruit from thefe Secrets, but not Hus¬ 
bandmen, Labourers, Ditchers, &c. but that to thefe 
alfo fomewhatof profit may proceed from my inven¬ 
tions, I will (hew in order; although the principal 
will redound to ingenious Artificers, Engravers, 
Painters, Statuaries, thole who adorn Glafs or 
Clothes with Silk, Gold, or Silver, and they who 
make Wax-work- 

They who etch upon Copper, may prepare from 
this fubjedt a good corrofive water, by which (the 
Copper-plates being firft fmeared over with a co= 
veringfit to defend them, and what Images and lines 
they pleafe, being drawn upon them with a Itile or 
Hi ft J by a very eafie and compendious manner, they 
will be eroded or eaten into. 

P.v.'-'trs, by the help of this, may prepare for them- 
felves moll excellent Colours, asEl/tra-Marine,Smalt, 
fine red or fcarlet Lacca , r °.nice- Cernfe, and others ne- 
cefiary for their llfcs, which otherwife they muft 
have from far, as Italy, Holland, France , &c. and at 
a dear rate. 

Engravers and Statuaries may fo harden their Tools 
that they may hold their points long, if they be to 
cut Hones. 

Embroiderers may put any durable Colour they 
pleafe upon the filkwith which they work. 

They who paint Glafs, by an e2fie work, may thence 
prepare all Colours or Enamels for Glafs,fo that there 
will be no need to have them from Fie nice. 

They who work in Wax, by the benefit of this, 
may whiten it exceedingly, and colour it as they 
pleafe. 

Printers may add this fubjedt to their Ink, which 
will caufe it to adhere molt firmly to the Paper, and 
render the Letters very fair. 1 

It is convenient for Clockinakyrs ov Watchmakers if 
a Water be deflilled from it, which folderethlronor 
Steel without Fire, if a drop of that Aqua fortis be 
dropped upon it, whence the Iron growing hot, it 
prei'ently vvaxeth foft, as if it had been foldered in 
the fire by the help of Copper. 

All Smiths may by it harden their Files, and other 
Iron Tools, as hard as if they had been made of the 
hardeft Steel. 

1 1 n-workers or Pewterers, may harden their Tin or 
Pewter, and give to it an elegant whitenefs, fo that it 
will relemble Silver both in colour and found ; nei¬ 
ther will it ealily tarnifii, and by reafon of its liardnefs 


will endure longer than common Tin or Pewter. 

Cabinet-makers may drikean excellent Black upon 
Pear-tree,Cherry-tree, Box, Walnut-tree, and other 
hardWoods, which may be ufed for curious Works 
iuftcad of Ebony- 

Skinners or Furriers may dye their Ermins, Fox- 
skins, Wolf-skins, and the like Furrs, with a Scar¬ 
let, Crimfon, or deep Black colour, far exceeding the 
natural. 

In like manner, Feather-dyers may fwiftly give any 
lading colour to their Plumes- 

Taylors may take out fpots or dainsout of Wool¬ 
len, Linen, or Silk Garments, and redore their 
beauty- 

If Shoo makers put old Iron to this fubjetd, they 
may therewith adorn their Leather with an excellent 
Black. 

Weavers may render their Linen threads fo fine and 
foft, that they fiiall emulate Silk. 

Dyers, by this, may give fo firm and unchangeable 
a ground to their Cloth, that the fuperinduced Co¬ 
lours fiiall not be corrupted or fpoiled by any Wine, 
Vinegar, Urine, Pickles, Air,or Sun. 

Potters may thence prepare a Glafiy colour, not 
unlike to the Indian Porce/lane, of which Vcllcls may 
be made, having the Afpefl of Gold, Silver, or Cop¬ 
per, a lingular Ornament for Noblemens Tables, hi¬ 
therto unknown to the World. 

Sculdiers, Merchants , Travellers, Carriers, and 
others who arc much in the open Air, may of this 
prepares Varnifh, in which they may dip a Linen 
Cloth, which will not permit cither Air or Water 
to pafs through it, with which they may defend 
their Boots or Clothes, fo that they may travel dry 
in the Rain. 

They who make Tapeftry, may redore their faint 
I or faded colours, fo that they (hall be drong and 
beautiful. 

Miftrifles of Families may prepare of it fine Soap 
or Walhballs, far exceeding that of Fenlce. 

HcitjholdMaids may with it fcowre or cleanfe their 
metallic!; vcfiels, fo as to render them neat and 
beautiful. 

Women may change the yellow, pale, or brown co¬ 
lour of their face and hands into a beautiful white¬ 
nefs. 

Old Women may by an eafie way take away the 
wrinkles of their face and hands ; as alfo, the Corns 
of their feet, and boil their Linen to fuch a foft- 
nefs, that it (hall come but little (hort of Silk. 

Gardeners by this fubjedt may deltroy all Infcdts, 
by mixing it with Water, and pouring itintothofe 
places where they breed, for they will either die in 
their holes, or run out to die, becaufe they are not 
able to abide that fire. It alfo ripeneth Fruits, if a 
little of this Menftrmm be applied to the roots, at 
the entrance of the Spring •, and if a large quantity of 
Apples be covered well over with it, they may thence 
prepare a lading Wine, Vinegar, or burning Spirit. 

Bakers may ufc it indead of Ferment or Yeall, if 
they diflolvc a few Hops therein. 

Brewers may have very drongAle or Beer by its 
help, if they extract their Hops with it. 

Mead or Metheglin, as alfo Beer and Canary, 
which are upon the turn, and growing fowrc, may by 
this be rendered drinkable. 

Comb-makers, and other Horn-workers, may by this 
foften their Horns, fo that they may imprint upon 
them what Images they pleafe. 

U u 
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Keepers of jimmies may preferve their polilhed 
Arms or Harnett fafe from Rnft, by anointing it 
over witli this fubjeft- 

Bird-Catchers may by help of this prepare fuch a 
Birdlime as will not be hurt cither by Cold or 
Heat- 

Sotilaicrs by means of this may prepare from 
Gold a fulminating Powder, of which the magnitude 
of a Peafc being put upon a red-hot Iron plate will 
give a greater clap, than halfa pound, yea, a whole 
pound of Gun-powder ; the fame may alfo be pre¬ 
pared without Gold , only by the addition of Salt 
of Tartar and Sulphur ; as it is deferibed in the 
fecond Part of our Furnaces. 

Engineers and Makers of Fire-works , may perform 
many wonderful things by help of this fubjeft. 

There may alfo many new Works, belonging to 
Weaving and the Smith’s Art, be thence madc> which 
may be communicated to neighbouring Countries, 
whereby Money may be brought in lieu thereof to a 
Countrcy impoverilh’d by War. 

If Vinc'drcjjers, or Keepers of Vineyards, pour d little 
of this fubjeft to the Roots of their Vines, they will 
have ripe Grapes, and Must, or new Wine fooner 
than their Neighbours ; of which they may make a 
good advantage. 

Nevcrthelcfs, Mult and Wine alfo may be ripened 
after another manner, in the Hoglliead, without 
this Art; fo that they who underhand the way, may 
have alwaies good Wine, when others have it fowre; 
A Secret very profitable to cold Climates, which for 
the moft part produce fowre or tart Wines. It is 
alfo agreeable to Countries abounding with Wine, 
when through a want of the heat of the Sun the 
Grapes do not ripen well •, which may be helped by 
this Art, fo that it may be readily fold. 

But becaufethe greater part of men, cfpecially of 
the meaner fort, cannot be perfwaded to things 
which they have never fecn nor heard of, 1 well 
know, that if 1 Ihould in plain words deferibe the 
rcafon and manner of meliorating Wines, fcarceonc 
man in a Hundred would believe me, but would rather 
fay. Our forc-Fathers were wife men, and got great 
Eftates by Wine, without the knowledge of this Art, 
nor did they defire it. If Nature will not ripen our 
Wines, let them be fowre ; yet notwithftanding, if 
fometimes they will not ferve the Matter, they may be 
drank by the Servants. 

Men of this fort are incurable, neither are they (be¬ 
ing oldj cafily tamed; and young-men take little 
care how prudently they manage their Affairs. Hence 
it comes to pafs, that Antiquity obtains upon all 
men. But that the Vine-drelfer may fee that the 
prefent Age is more skilful than the former, I will 
fct before him only one demonftrative Example, by 
which he may plainly fee how much they differ. 

Our fore-Fathcrs knew not how .to make any 
thing of the faeces ordreggs of Wine, but a burn¬ 
ing Spirit or Brandy, which being extrafted, the 
remainder they threw away, or fometimes mixed it 
with the Fodder of Cattel, very rarely dried them 
in the Sun, and burnt them into Pot-allies ; but by 
my invention, there may be thence drawn a far 
greater quantity of burning Spirit, then alfo a large 
quantity of Tartar, and at laft the Pot-aflies,which is 
a threefold profit. Which if you manage the mat¬ 
ter well, from a Pipe of Lees, you will have at 
the leaft feven or eight Urns (which will be about a 
Fifth part , an 'Urn being four Gallons') of good Wine, 
from the refidue, you will have the burning Spirit, 


and Tartar, at the laft the clavellated Afhes, the 
profit being four times as much as heretofore, which 
thing was altogether unknown to our Anceftors. 
How many Thoufand weight of Tartar is every 
year thrown away in Franconia , Sntvia , Jlfatia, the 
Palatinate , upon the Rhine , Mofelf and Danube, which 
would be very profitable to thofe Countries, if the 
men were Artilts- 

But what doth it fignific to teach, if there be 
none to hear or learn : for it is. more advifeable 
to fit ftill and do nothing, than to be largely iin- 
ployed to no purpofe. But I am perfwaded, that 
after my death, there will be fome who will under- 
ftand my good will to the World, and fearch out 
the truth out of my Writings, to their own great 
profit. There is an opportunity or feafon for every 
thing; Trees firft bring forth Budds, then follow 
Bloll'oms and Leaves, and laft of all, Fruit. 

There remains yet another thing very profitable 
to Country-men ; the juice of Apples or Pears be¬ 
ing preffed out, by the help of this fubjeft, fuch an 
Elfervefcency (or working) is promoted, as Wines 
may be thence made, having the relifli of the natu¬ 
ral,and buc little inferiour in durability and ftrength: 
and although the beating of the Apples be fome- 
what tedious, (which is now done much quicker by 
Miils) that labour is recompenfed with a good pro¬ 
fit, by the Wine arifing from the juice •, a Secret 
very ncceflary for cold Countries, which cannot 
ripen Wines, and yet abound much in Apples, but 
by this way may fave mnch in the price of Wines, 
for which they ufually pay dear. 

I have indeed many Arts relating to Wines, but 
they belong not to this place, my purpofe here being 
to treat of thofe only, which are adminiftred by 
my Vniverfal Menfirttum : Arts (as 1 think) hitherto 
known to none, or at leaft not divulged, that it 
may be manifeft to the Reader what proficiency the 
World hath made in good things- Whether the 
matter be credited, or not, fignifies little to me, I 
my fclf alfo might have doubted, if I had not lear¬ 
ned by experience; but Judgment ought not to be gi¬ 
ven rafiily wc arc to know, that God doth won¬ 
derfully difpcnfe his benefits to thofe who are his 
Servants, and whom he hath appointed to be his 
Inftrumcnts, to bring his wonders to light- 

If Husbandmen moiften their feed with this Mcn- 
flrtutm , it will fooner be ripe, and have larger, fat¬ 
ter grains than ordinary : Which being done,I* 7 ill 
(hew by what means they may make great profit of 
their grain. The grain being whole, not ground, 
pour to it warm water, impregnated with this Men - 
ftrunm , in a Hogfhead well /topped , let it Hand 
and ferment or work for a time , the water will 
ext raft all the ftrength of the grain, the remain¬ 
ing husks ferving to feed Hogs: If you ferment 
Hops with this Liquor, or extraft, it will be good 
Beer: If you will not do this, you may thence 
draw a very good fpirit, the refidue, in a Ihort 
time, will be Vinegar; and if you be wife, you 
may put this burning Spirit or Wine to many ufes, 
by which you lhall have more profit than by fel¬ 
ling it; a Secret not to be defpiied where grain is 
cheap. I have yet one thing to add among my Wine- 
Arts, concerning grain, and the Fruits of Trees 
and Shrubs, which is to be received with thankful- 
nefs, as a great Gift of God to Mankind. Viz.. It 
is found by induftry and manifold experience,that 
from Rye, Wheat, Oats, Rice, Millet, alfo from Ap¬ 
ples, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, Plumbs, Sloes, Da= 
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maftcns,Quinccsj Figgs; as alfo from Gaofe-berries, 
Mulberries, Barberries, Black-berries. Elder-berries, 
and other-like Fruits of Trees and Shrubs; from all 
thcfe, 1 fay, maybe prepared, with little labour and 
colt, a Drink very like to Wine, both in tafte, fmcll, 
and ftrength, being grateful, wholefome, and du= 
rablc. For which large bounty, the Inhabitants of 
cold Climates (which never fee Grapes) cannot ren¬ 
der to God fufficient Thanks. 

There yet remains a manifold ufc of this fubjed 
in Medicine, which if it were rightly deferibed, 
would make a great Volume, which belongs not to 
this place, but (hall be done more commodioufly at 
another time in a peculiar Trcatife. It were to be 
wifhed, that this fubjed were better known, and 
more ufed by ingenious Chymifls and Apothecaries, 
that fo many dead Herbs and unprofitable Waters 
might not be fet to lale. What, I pray, would it 
avail, if the whole Mafs of Blood being inflamed 
with an intolerable heat (as happened] in the Plague 
and other contagious Fevers ) you Ihould wrap the 
head with a moiftened Rofe-Cake, comfort the 
Temples, Pulfes, Hands and Feet with Water ? think 
you by this to drive away the Difeafe? Not at 
all, but rather render it worfe, as Experience hath 
often witnefled. But it Teems to me as if a vapo= 
rary Bath or Cauldron were too hot, and one fhould 
go and cover the Furnace all over with cold linen, 
to temper the heat, a thing to be laughed at; but 
the wood which caufeth the flame being taken out, 
the Furnace cools of its own accord- By a like 
reafon, the malignant Fire of hot Difeafesis in the 
Tpace of a few hours, drawn out from the molt in»l 
ward Penetrals of the Heart, by four grains (at the 
moft) of a good Medicine, where no place is left 
for external Coolers, or corroborating Epithems- 
Which thing I have obferved not only in one, but 
in many Experiments; That the Venom being ex= 
eluded from the Heart, the Body hath returned to 
its due temper, and by degrees to health and 
ftrength- 

To what purpofe are fo many .Gintments, Oils, 
Emplafters, &c. when a fmall quantity of a good 
Medicine is able to effed more than them all ? A 
whole year is often fpent in the curing a fmall Ul¬ 
cer or Wound, and then left worfe than at the be¬ 
ginning, the Bridle (according to the Proverb) being 
applied to the Horfes Tail, and nof*to the origi¬ 
nal of the Difeafe. The Fountains of external Ul¬ 
cers are to be dried within, and not imprudently to 
be flopped up with outward Plaftcrs , which other: 
wife, without any outward Remedy, by afmallquan= 
tity of a good Medicine, may be radically cured in 
the fpaceofafew weeks. Therefore fuch a Medi¬ 
cine is to be fought, and all other trifles to be laid 
alide : But what doft thou, Iceing the World will 
be deceived, and defireth no other ? For if any 
Phyfician have a good Medicine, which is much 
eafier for the lick to take, than many ingrateful 
Potions ; this is neither efteemed nor rewarded, 
for if he require a Fee or Reward, he is anfvvered, 
That he gave only a few grains of powder, two 
or three times, which cannot be fo dear : Hence 
chuling a certain thing for an uncertain, he requi- 
reth his reward according to liis vifits, and preferi- 
beth Bottles full of Phyfick, which may be long in 
taking, and he have the fitter opportunity to en- 
creafe their number- 

The fame thing hath alfo obtained in Chirur- 
gefy, for if an licncft Chirurgeon quickly cureth 
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an outward Evil by the help of a good Medicine, 
he fhall not have a due reward, but fhall be told. 
That he hath only applied two or three Plaltcrs, 
which can be worth but Little. Therefore inftead 
of being paid for a quick Cure, lie reaps nothing 
but ingratitude; fo that being better taught, it be 
hoveth him to do like others, by employing a month 
or more about chat Cure, which he could perform in 
three daies. 

For this, and the like caufcs, very few arc trea¬ 
ted with good Medicines, but Phylicians ftudy de¬ 
lates, after the old manner, if not in refpeft of the 
lick, yet at lcalt for their own profit ; for if the lick 
readily pays his Fees, he, cither out of ignorance or 
voluntary negled, neglcdcth the matter, for which 
he will have an heavy account to give. 

The prefent World doth only this, he that ftan- 
deth, let him ftand, and he that falleth, let him lie, 
none regardeth it; every one taketh care of his own 
matters; nor will lie put his hand to the quenching 
of the fire. That famous Patron of Art, Alexander 
the Great, whobeftowed upon his Philofopher Ari- 
flotle more than a Hundred Thoufand Crowns a year; 
for his Inquiries into Vegetables, Animals, and Mi¬ 
nerals, now ceafcth to be. The moft wife Erneftns 
Duke of Bavaria , and Elector of Cologne, What 
Expence hath he not been at in colleding the Wri¬ 
tings of that incomparable German Phyfician and 
Philofopher, Paracelfns , and other fuch Cherilhers 
and Advancers of Arts, our Germany hath lately 
brought forth ? but Man (the Sword) aflerting his 
Empire, hath banifhed "Jupiter and Mercury (Juftice 
and Arts) fo that they play leaft in light ; but fure 
it is, that if they be not quickly reftored and ad¬ 
vanced to their dignity, it will be to theunfpeaka- 
ble detriment of the Country, and to the great ad¬ 
vantage of Strangers ; Which God of His Mercy pre¬ 
vent. 

And now the benevolent Reader hath feen, what 
wonderful and incredible things may be performed 
by the benefit of this fubjed; yet I will not deny, 
but that it may alfo ferve for many more things 
which I know not, being profitable for all orders of 
men, fuperiour and inferiour, learned and illiterate, 
great and fmall, according to their feveral Vocations 
and States. But fome men may fay, 1 do indeed be: 
lieve that many great things may be done by its 
means ; but becaufe thou doft not together and at 
once (hew the way of preparing the Univerfal Me¬ 
dicine or Tindure by its help; there is therefore 
reafon to doubt whether it be the Vniverfal Secret 
Menftnutm of the ancient Philofophers, to wit, the 
Hermaphrodite Merciay , fo much fpoken of bv them, 
every where to be found, a thing contemptible and 
vile, to be found in every Dunghil, by nature cold 
and hot, a great Poifon, quickly killing and quickly 
healing, a matter to be found with all men , which 
the rich and poor equally poflefs, which Adam 
brought with him out of Paradtfe , and many more 
Epithets of the Ancients, which are all agreeable to 
that thing. To this 1 anfvver, That in my judgment 
the Ancients had no other Univerfal Mercury, to 
which all their marks do perfectly agree, and may 
be applied. Do not all men know it, feeing and be¬ 
holding their own llrine, of which it is generated? 
Is it not a very vile matter, which we keep not in the 
Houfe, but throw out of doors, according to the Pre¬ 
cept of the Philofophers, to be fought in Dung? 
Is it not a great Poyfon whenmade into Gun-pow¬ 
der or Aquafortis ? and; Have not I fhevvn that a l.lni- 
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verfal Medicine may be made of it ? Is it not a meet 
Fire, andalfo being pure, cold as Ice ? and if you 
will, hath it not equally mafculine and feminine gifts ? 
Doth it not fo impregnate the impeded Bodies in the 
fpace of a quarter of an hour, that they generate 
Gold ? Is not it felf impregnated by the heat of the 
Fire, that it bringeth forth thofe Fruits? Is it not 
highly volatile, and prefcntly firmly fixed ? Is it not 
a Water both moiftanddry ? a great Corrofive, and 
yet being rightly prepared, an Enemy to Corrofives ? 

Is it not molt heavy and raoft light ? To what thing, 
except Nitre, doth this Enigma of the Philofophers 
agree ? For, What is blacker than a Crow, whiter 
than a Swan, more hurtful than a Serpent deltroying 
many, lighter than the Wind, heavier than Gold ? Is 
not this the true dcvourer of his own Children (the 
Metals) the jhflth of Philofophers, the Soap ot 
the Wife, the Urine of Boys, Sulphur vive, the Salt 
of Strangers, thcSecrctFire of Philofophers? 

Are not all thefe things in Nitre ? But by what 
method they may be there found, is not my bulinefs 
to (hew in this placed let it be l'ufficient to have poin¬ 
ted out the fubjccT in which they arc to be fought 
and found, which no man before me hath been fo kind 
to do. For further demonftration, to wit, that from 
Nitre a true Zhuverfal Solvent ( 1 would not have you 
imagine it to be Aquafortis ) may be prepared, there 
ncedethnot. But thou rnaift contradid it if thou 
"canft, or name another fubjedt in which are all thofe 
things. Which I know thou canfi: not do, if thou 
could’rt at once take a view of the whole World- 

That 1 have not written any thing concerning a 
Tindure to be prepared of it for the Imperfedt Me¬ 
tals, ( which defedt the ancient Philofophers have 
fuppliedj thou rnaift think that l have not proceeded 
fo far, and that l have wanted time and opportunity 
to make a farther Progrefs, nor did I ever afpire to 
fo great things, but have contented my felf with thofe 
of a meaner Rank- But how far I have penetrated 
by fearehing into Nitre, may be feen in the Second 
Part of mv Furnaces, where 1 have preferibed fomc 
notable Procelles from a grofs fubjedt, of which this 
is not the leaft, where I (hew, that fomc years be¬ 
fore, I would have melted a Calx of Gold, and be- 
caufe it would not melt, 1 added by intervals a Flux* 
ing Powder, prepared of Salts, till all flowed well, 
then the Crncible being taken out of the Fire, and the 
matter poured out, when I expedted Gold, inftead 
of that I found Lead, but the Fluxing Powder was 
very red, (although made of the whited: Salts) be¬ 
ing tigged with the Anima of Gold, the Gold being 
diverted of all its dignity. Which thing, when I had 
coniidered, believing fome Secret to lie in the matter, 

I feveral times repeated the labour, but alwaies in 
vain : the caufe of which errour was not the fubjedt, 
but my felf, who had not pbferved the weights and 
degree of Fire \ or God, who would not that I Ihould 
make any farther difeovery- Truly, if that Labour 
had fucceeded, I (hould long fince have poflelled the 
Stone of Philofophers, who am now forced tofurtain 
my Family by meaner things with labour. But pafling 
by this, fee, 1 pray you, what the molt accurate P'm - 
lippus Paracclfiis aferibeth to rude Nitre,when he faith, 
Chymiftry hath difeovered the matter to he. in Nitre. 
Let Baft l Valentine, Sendivogius , and the ancient Philo- 
fopliers, be confidcred,and you (hall fee that all their 
Sayings are accomodated to the operation of this fib- 
jedt, and that I have not attributed too much to it, 
but rather lefs than is due. 1 could, had I a mind fo 
to do, compofe all the terms of Philofophers with 


this fubjedt, but to hat purpofe fo great a prolixity ? 
He that (hall once come, fo far as 1 am, the Secrets of 
the Philofophers will be fufficiently manifeftto him, 
and will freely confefs, that this is the only true Vni- 
verfal Solvent , and that there is no other- Many have 
alwaies believed this thing to be prepared of Nitre, 
but becaufe they were not fully confirmed in their 
minds, they tried nothing with it,and therefore found 
nothing. Many men in my time have endeavour’d to 
fix Nitre into a Tindlure, but becaufc they took it 
crude without a due Preparation and fit Aflociate, 
fuch as it was when they committed it to the Fire, 
fuch it remained ; but if they had known how to have 
joined an amicable fubjcdl with it, perhaps it might 
have been more profitable. Baft tins commandeth 
to aflociate it with a brisk and lively female, from 
whofe embraces the Queen might bring forth iflue : 
All the Philofophers fay, that to Mercury is to be ad¬ 
ded its own weight of Gold and Silver, ( but not 
the common) and that of both is to be made one 
indifl’olvable thing j for w-hile the Gold is diflol- 
ved by the Mercury, in the fame moment the Mer¬ 
cury is coagulated by the Gold , the folution of 
the Body, and the coagulation of the Mercury, are 
done both by the fame Work- Certain it is, that 
there is one thing among Minerals, which is con¬ 
joined and fixed with our Nitre, and during the 
fixation, paficth all colours -, but I know not the 
end of the thing, having never performed that la-- 


bour, and by reafon of my great age, think not to 
repeat it ; nor will l be the advifer of any# man, 
that he (hould fearch alter an uncertain labour with 
a certain Lofs: but if any man in doing this (hall 
mifs his hope , let him not blame me for giving 
him the occafion by this Writing, who have wrote 
this only for this end, that I might make it ma* 
nifert, that the name of Vniverfal is not undeferved* 
ly aflign’d to it : Neither alfo is there any need, 
that a thing of fo great moment rtiould be made 
known to an ungrateful World- Any of thofe 
things which 1 have (hewn may be done by it, are 
fufficient for a man to fuftain his Family. 

Some man may except, and ask, Who hath revea¬ 
led to thee, that this is the Mercury of Philofophers ? 

I anfwer, That I know it to be fuch from the pro* 
perties, form, and nature afligned to it by the Phi- 
lofophers, which thou alfo, it thou hadft Philofo- 
phick eyes, wouldft acknowledge to be fuch, which 
is wont to hide it felf from t he proud, and to re¬ 
veal it felf to whom it plcafeth God. If a skilful 
Gardener (hould happen into a Garden, where he 
(hould fee that wonderful Vegetable, Noli me tan- 
gcre , ( which at the firft was brought from the Eafi 
Indies , therefore planted and chcriihed with great 
care and admiration in great mens Gardens) of 
which he had read fo many portentous things, viz.. 
That refufmg every touch, it would fall to the ground. 
And although he had never before feen this Herb 
with his Eyes, would he not certainly apprehend 
this to be that very Herb ? for the Vertues attribu¬ 
ted to it argue that it cannot be any other. So he 
whofe eyes it hath plcafed God to open, fo that he 
can apprehend all the Properties to be in a fub- 
jed, which the Philofophers affirm to be in their 
Univerfal Mercury, Will he not, acquicfcing in that, 
defilt from feeking out another ? 

Laftly, Sal Nitre is the only growth, generation, 
and encreafe of all Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals, 
as alfo their Deftrudion, and Regeneration, by a per* 
petual Circulation of the Elements, by which things 
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which they fwallow, in their Ventricles, is the firffc 


being difiolved, do again return into the fame from 
which they arofc: For the Nitre of Vegetables in 
the bodies of Animals, by the intervening digeftions 
and reparations, is generated into a Mineral Salt, 
which none will deny: and Nitre or Salt of the 
Earth, is Vegetable, Mineral, and Animal, which can¬ 
not be faid of any other fubjeft, but the Univer- 
fal Matter. And even as it is the chief Conferver 
of Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals, fo it is alfo 
their Deftroycr and Death; therefore by them it is 
both loved and hated. Vegetables love it, when 
growing in the Earth, they thence draw their nou= 
rifhment; for when the Earth is dead, or void of' 
Salt, it affordeth neither nourilhment or cncreafe to 
feed, Chrift himfelf being witnefs, when he faith, 
Te are the Salt of the Earth : but if the Earth be defti- 
tuteofSalt ( or the Salt hath loft his laltnefs) it is 
altogether dead, and can bring forth no Fruit. An 
ignorant man faith, that Dung maketh the Earth 
fruitful, but undcfervcdly, for not the Dung, but 
the Salt which lies hid in the Dung, doth this, which 
is generated of Vegetables after their putrefaction, 
and again tranfmuted into their feeds and roots 
which are in the Earth -, the fame Animals again re¬ 
ceive in their food, whereby their bodies are ftrength; 
ned and preferved from Corruption. For no man 
is fo rude, but he hath learned by experience, that 
Salt is the Preferver of things both living and dead. 
But an ignorant man may objeft, that other things 
alfo have a prefervative Power, as myrrh, aloes, 
and other Balfamick Liquors, which preferve Flefh 
and Fifh from putrefaction. To this I anfwer, That 
it is not myrrh or aloes, but their fait, which 
cffeCteth this- Honey alfo and fugar preferve things, 
which are not falts. 1 anfwer, That thou under- 
ftandeft not the nature of Salts; thofe are fweet 
falts, the other are bitter falts, which by putrefa¬ 
ction are changed into fowre and acid- Alfo eve¬ 
ry burning fpirit of Wine, and other Vegetables, 
preferveth other bodies, although they are not in 
form of fait, neverthelefs it is nothing elfe but the 
moft pure volatile fait of the Wine; mixed with 
its fulphur, which doth this; for none of the Prin¬ 
ciples is fincere, and wholly free from the mixture 
of the reft. Vinegar doth the fame thing, and is 
a nicer fait, which if time would permit, I could 
eafily demonftrate. What man’s fenfes arc fo dull, 
that he cannot ur.derftand one thing to pafs into 
another, by the mediation of putrefaction, to him 
even great Volumes would profit nothing. From 
the fweeteft Muft (or new Wine) Sugar, Honey, by 
the help of putrefaction and Fermentation alone, is 
made an acid Tartar, a ftrong Vinegar, and a vo¬ 
latile burning Spirit ; all thefe will prefently return 
into a nitrous fait, which few underftand , thofe 
cfpccially who arc believed to know much. Not 
only Man is delighted with fait, without which he 
cannot be found and in health, but alfo all Animals. 
Mice, above all, arc very greedy of Salt,the which 
if they find not, they lick the falinc cfflorefcences of 
Walls, and make a very nitrous Urine- Pigeons 
alfo frequent old Walls, which abound with fait. 
Hens pick out the grains of Oats from Horfe-dung, 
which are full of fait, preferring them to frclh 
Oats, and thence become more fruitful, in laying 
more Eggs, the fait concoCting the fmall ftones 


matter of Egglhells ; but if, being (hut up in Pens 
or Coops, they have not that fait earth, with the 
fmall land or ftones, which they ufually devour, or 
their ftomachs being weak, doth not digeft them, 
the Eggs they lay afterwards, will be fucli as we 
call windy Eggs, having no (hells, or fuch as are 
very impcrfeCt. Minerals growing in the bowels 
of the earth ( Experience being witnefs) rejoice in 
fait, from which they aflociate to themfclves bo¬ 
dies, and make an cncreafe: In like manner, they 
love it out of the earth, and by it are ripened and 
meliorated; amongft which Salts, Nitre, as I have 
laid, is endowed with a lingular fympathy towards 
Metals. On the contrary, Minerals as well asAni- 
mals and Vegetables, abhor fait, if they be unduly 
aflociated with it, for fo they are corrupted and 
deftroyed ; for fait being adhibited in a due man¬ 
ner, Is the only preferver, augmcntcr,and perfefter 
of Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals, which ail the 
Philofophcrs confers ; amongft whom, Plato aferi- 
beth to fait fomething divine, to w r hom fucceeding 
Ages have aflented, feeking many things in fait, yea, 
even the ftonc of Philofophcrs it felf-, but being 
ignorant what a true fait was, and of the manner 
of applying and preparing it, they could not make 
any further progrefs. Hence any man may eafily 
fee why the Ancients called thofe Secrets by the 
name of Alchymy , viz., as a certain handling and 
melting of fait, for which rcafonalfo they‘fami¬ 
liarly u fed thefe words ; In Fire and Salt confiftcth 
the Majriflcry : Implying, that by the benefit of fire 
and fait, a true Medicine was to be prepared, as 
well for the health of men, as for the perfection of 
Metals- 

If God prolong my Life, and grant me opportuni¬ 
ty, I will hereafter, for the good of Mankind, open¬ 
ly declare what Salt and Fire are, that the incredi* 
ble Vertues of thofe two bodies, as yet unknown to 
the World, may be made manifeft to all Men- One 
thing I will add, that the Philofophcrs pointing out 
the Univerfal matter, fpcak obfeurely, when they 
fay, that it is every where to be found, that the Poor 
hath it as well as the Rich, and that no man can live 
without it, whence many have fought for Air, Rain, 
Snow in March , May- dew dreaming the univerfal 
matter to be in thofe, and when their labour hath 
happily ceafed, they have obtained fomewhat of a 
nitrous fait- It is certain, that the Stars do im¬ 
pregnate the Air and Clouds with their Catholick 
feed, which prefently falling in form of Rain, Snow, 
and Dew, render the Earth fruitful and fit forger; 
niination, and that they arc again drawn upwards 
by the warmth of the Air, leaving their Nitre in the 
earth, to be again impregnated by the ftars, and 
again to defeend to conciliate the fertility of the 
earth, left the earth at any time fliould labour under 
a want of this univerfal feed, but continually ap- 
plieth it felf to the vegetation of things, and pre¬ 
ferveth a perpetual Circulation of the Elements; 
Hence Hermes hath written, that That which is above 
is as that which is below. Yet neverthelefs, we need 
not feck it among the ftars, feeing that it may 
fufficiently be had, by a far (horter way, at hand, 
and before our feet- For fo much the words of 
Hermes intimate. 
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T Ruc it is, and remote from every cloak of a 
Lye, that whatfoever is below, is like to that 
which is above ; by this the wonderful things of the 
work, of one things are acquired and perfected, even 
as alfo things arc made of one, by the confideration 
of one , fo all things are made of this one by con¬ 
junction. Its Father is the Sun, its Mother the Moon, 
the Wind carrieth it in its belly, the Earth is its 
Nurfe, the Mother of all perfection. Its power is 
perfect, if it be changed into Earth •, the fubtile and 
thin being feparated by the fire from the grofsand 
thick, and indeed prudently with moderation and 
wifdom; this afeendeth from the Earth unto Hea¬ 
ven, and again defeendeth from Heaven to the 
Earth, and receiveth the power and efficacy of the 
fuperiours and inferiours. In this manner thou fhalt 
acquire the glory of the whole World ; thou fhalt 
drive away all darknefs and blindnefs, for this is a 
Fortitude excelling all other power and ftrength, 
for it is able to penetrate and fubdue all things,as 
well thofe which are thick and hard , as thofe 
which are fubtile. In this manner the World was 
made, and hence its admirable conjunctions and 
wonderful effects, feeing that this is the way by 
which thofe wonderful things are effected •, and for 
this reafon I am called by the name of Hermes Trif- 
myfjilts, feeing that 1 have three parts of the wif- 
dom and philofophy of the whole World. So I con¬ 
clude my Speech which 1 have made concerning the 
Solar Work. 

Thcfe arc the words of the molt ancient Philo- 
fopher Hermes, who for his perfect knowledge of 
Nature, is deservedly ftiled The Father of Philofc- 
pbirs ; in which words he hath fufficiently hinted, 
That his little Bird without wings (which flying 
day and night is not wearied ) is the Spirit and 
Life of the fuperiour and inferiour Elements, the 
Conferver of the fuperiour and greater, and of 
the inferiour and Idler World, and that it lies hid 
in Nitre: For the better underftandingof which, let 
a man throughly confider the Air, in which the 
Vniverfal Spirit , the firft Ens or Being of all things, 
dwelleth, without which no Animal can live a quar¬ 
ter of an hour, nor any Vegetable or Mineral be 
produced; neither can the Sun Ihine, nor the Fire 
burn. Even as the Excrements of Vegetables, Ani¬ 
mals, and Minerals, by a’continual Circulation, arc 
tranfmuted into Elements, the Elements into Ex¬ 
crements, and thofe again return into Aliments, by 
an ur.ceflant renovation and tranfmutation , which 
Man only doth not attain. 

The H:t sbaii dm an knoweth that the Leafs, which 
every year fall from the Trees, afford a new vigour 
and nourifhment, that the Excrements of Cattel 
produce very good Grafs, that the Fasces or Recre¬ 
ments of Minerals, from which a Metal hath been 
once feparated, is in a fhort time impregnated by 
the Stars, that being melted, they again yield the 
fame Metal which they had done a little before : 
and the Scoria of metals arp every where returned 
to their Mines, where in a years time being recrui¬ 
ted by the attractive power of the Univerfal Spirit, 
they are again impregnated, fothat they again by 
melting afford metal. Doth not the Earth, from 
which Salt-Petr e hath been extraded, being expo- 


fed to the Air in the interval offome months, yield 
other Salt-.Pctre , and this as often as you will, as 
if nothing had been extracted from it ? Doth not 
all things which are calcined, viz.. Lime made of 
Stones, Shells, Woods, Herbs, from which the Fire 
hath forced the Univerfal Spirit, by a very ftrong 
Appetite or Magnetifm, draw the Univerfal Spirit 
again afrefh, and return into a Corporeal Nitre ? 
Is not the heat and vertue of the fun , the excre¬ 
ment or fuperfluity of the fun, by which it is nou- 
rifiicd and fulfained ? If heat were nothing to the 
fun, the Air, by its Nitrous Eflence, could never 
render it weighty, nor caufc it to diftill in fruitful 
Rains; nor could the Earth bring forth Fruit, and 
afford frefh nutriment and food to the fun, its con* 
ferver : Whence it followeth, that an Excrement is 
alwaics the 'confervaticn and nourifiiment of that 
thing which makes or feparates it. But here Plato 
commandeth to reft ; at another time (God willing) 
more fiiall be fpoken. We have heard, that in fait 
efpccially in Nitre, although flighted by the unskil¬ 
ful, there are found moft potent and profitable ver- 
tues, as well for true Medicine, as for Alchymy. Nor 
is it reafonable that any man fiiould be offended 
with its cheapnefs or low efteem but he may ra¬ 
ther think, that that which is dcfpifabic before the 
World, and imaginary Philofophers, is moft pre¬ 
cious with God, and thofe who know the myfte- 
ries of Nature. Therefore it remains, that in the 
nature of things there is not a better fubjeft, by 
which more and greater wonders may be perform¬ 
ed , than Sal-Nitre. Therefore, 1 alfo conltantly 
affirm, That of it may be prepared the true Mer 
enry of Philofophers : but I will not fay, that I know 
the Preparation of the Stor.e of Philofophers from it, 
becaufc I never went fo far : But thofe things which 
I have delivered concerning it in the correction of 
metals, and other good Arts, Experience alone hath 
taught me ; in which I acquicfcc, and all thofe things, 
if the matter fhould require, and it fiiould conduce 
to a good end ; I fiiould not blufii to demonftrate 
fingly through their parts, that it may be laid 
open to all men, that all thcfe things may be per* 
formed, but not by every man •, feeing that I have 
not written for that end, that they fiiould be pro- 
ftituted to all men, for then I fiiould have wrote 
more fully, but that they might remain in the po¬ 
wer and enftody of Friends- It can hardly be be¬ 
lieved, what great troubles my Writings have crea¬ 
ted me, while one accofts me from this place with 
long Letters , willing me to unfold this or that 
Others addrefs me with a great Catalogue of Qne= 
ftions, of which, if I fiiould anfwer the tenth part, 
I fiiould fcarcely have Bread to eat. 

If the L O R D fee good, lie will afford me time 
and occafion of doing yet better things, but if not, 
let the Reader accept the trill for the deed ; Truly, 
there are many Sciences’ of great moment in my 
Pofieifion, by which I could point out a fafe path 
to Pofterity, for the attaining of higher things,- 
but becaufc I have alwaics ftudied to maintain my 
Family, with my own honeft labour, without de¬ 
triment to my Neighbour, lam (contrary to my ge¬ 
nius) prohibited to publiili more, being conftrai- 
ned to apply my hands to ancient labours- Some 

may 
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may inferr; If thou haft found out more, aft by 
others, thy hands being fufpended from the Work, 
Jet it fuffice thee to have difpofed of thy labours. 
But he that fliall thus fay, confeflcth himfelf, not 
to know the World to be perfidious : If 1 could 
have been made partaker of faithful Operators, I 
fhould long fince have had a free profped of my 
affairs. 

But it is not at that pafs as many believe, men 
are now perfidious, keeping no promifes, every one 
feeketh his own, right or wrong Benefits are re¬ 
warded with evil, which hath happened to me more 
than once ; when I have adopted one for a faithful 
fellow-labourer, the contrary hath happened : For 
as foon as he hath learned any Secret, believing 
himfelf to be more learned than me, hath feigned 
divers excufes to get away, which if he could not 
effeft openly, and with Confent, he hath' attempted 
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it privately ; or hath carried himfelf fo petulant¬ 
ly, that Ifhould thank GOD to be freed from him. 
Whence it came to pafs, that I alwaies loft my 
purpofe, perceiving the Proverb to be true, He that 
will have his bitftnefs well done-, mufi he both wafer and 
fervant. 

But I truft, that in a fhort time after my death, 
thofe who fhall, diflribute my Laboratory among 
them, where I have made a ftand, will further 
fearch out the fecrets of Nature, and being lighted 
by my Torch, will come to the defired end : but it 
will be much more grateful to me, if my Secrets, 
which I have found out with great Cofts, Labour, 
and Care, fhould be known to many, than that they 
fhould be intombed with me, without Ufury. To 
which end I will alwaies, according to my power, be 
a moft ready helper and Counfcllor, for thefakeof 
Pofterity. 
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Reader, | For Example fake ; Its fir ft Vfe is i?i many Bn fid 

uefies and Arts, as it is /imply drawn from the Earthy 

I N the firfi place, before I prove and verifie the f bang purified, and is known to all men. It is applied 
powers and vertites of the afore fit id Dniverfal to another ufe, being firfi: calcined by fire, and clanged 
fubjett, which I have attributed to it, in every and exalted into a more fixed fubflance . Again, for 
piint, it will be ncce/Jary to make known after another ufc, it is firfi defiilled into a volatile Spirit, 
what manner the mentioned. Salt if the Earth perfor- and Aqua-fortis. And fo that Jubjett performeth its 
meth its Operations , that the benevolent Reader may Operations in Fiutres , fimple, as it is in its felf, in 
not be confounded , nor imagine that it exerciftth all form of a Sun*, fecondly, as a fixed fiery Liquor ; 
its Operations w one only manner and way y to wit , ( thirdly, in the figure of a volatile /pint, cr corrcfive 
trade, as it is of it felf ^ for it doth not fo, but it J Aquafortis ; as fhall be demonfirated below,from point 
txcrtetb its power in three manners, forms, or figures J to point, in order. 
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(Point I. 


/«the firjl place all Fojfiles, by the mediation of this Sub- 
jet l y may be perfectly examined , what Metals they 
• properly contain, how many, and how much of each. 

F Or the verifying and demonftratingthis firft point, 

I will begin to fhew, that Minerals may be molt 
commodioufiy proved by the Mediation of the Salt of 
the Earth, and in what manner this is to be done. 
Firft, The Mineral is to be finely powdered, whe¬ 
ther it be Gold, Silver, Copper, ox Lead. To a hun¬ 
dred weight of this,add three or four hundred weight 
of Calcined or fixed Nitre, fNotc, That the fmall Say 
■weight is here meant'] mix all very well together, put 
the mixture into a very ftrong Pot, which is to be 
fhut with its Cover, fet it upon a fmall foot in fuch a 
melting Furnace, as is deferibed in the fourth part of 
my Furnaces, kindle the fire by degrees, and let the 
ininera, or Ore flow well with its liquor in the Pot, 
likewatcr, then pour it out into a Vcflel fit forthis 
purpofe, fuffer it to cool, then take out the Regulus; 
if it be ©, >, $ ,or b, weigh it in a Probatory Ba¬ 
lance,and you fliall find how much ®,), 2 , or ,there 
is in that Ore. NB- That Iron and Tin cannot be pro¬ 
ved in this manner, for «? is not fufible in fuch a fire, 
and V is reduced into Scoria byCombuftion, by rea= 
ion of .the Salt- NB. That if the Regulus of © or > 
come not pure, or contain any 9 or b, fuflerit to run 
upon a Tell: or Cupel, with a little h, till it fpar- 
kleandlhine, and you (hall have the Metal fine, which 
is a proof that may fecurely be trufted, and accord¬ 
ing to that a Computation may be made, without any 
fear of fraud or Sophiftication; the Regulus of Cop¬ 
per or Lead, need no other trial, but are judged good. 
NB-That if the Ore beftubborn, and yields no Rc- 
gulus in the firft melting, let the Pot be again fet into 
the Furnace, (if it be yet whole, putting to the Ore, 
giving no Regulus, a piece or two of Iron) being co¬ 
vered, leaft the Coals fall into it, fufl'er it to flow, 
then the iron entcreth into thatuntamcable Sulphur, 
exiftinginthcOrc, and hindering it from palling in¬ 
to Regulus, and fuffereth the Gold, Silver, Copper, 
or Lead, contained in that Mineral, to fall down, 
which is to be poured out into a fit veflel, and the Re- 
gulus will fettle to the bottom, which being cold is to 
be feparated from the Scoria ; but if you will prove 
whether or no the Gold containeth any Silver, or the 
Silver any Gold or Copper, or the Lead any Silver 
or Gold, then fuffer the Regulus to flow upon a Cu¬ 
pel, till it fparkle with a Splendour, and afterwards 
make feparation by Jqua fortis , and you fliall find 
how much of every Metal is permixed with the other. 
There is no need todeferibe this feparation at large, 
bccaufe it is every where known, and now very per- 
fpicuoully taught by Lazarus Erker , fo that it needs 
no repetition: I have here fhewed, and proved, that 
by the Mediation of Nitre, Minerals may eafily and 
fpeedily be examined. Therefore, this firft Point be¬ 
ing now proved and verified, 1 give thanks to God, 
who I truft, will further aflift me. 


(point II. 

The Marchafites of Gold and Silver , being melted by the 
Mediation of this , by a fingular Compendium , hi¬ 
therto unknown, do ajford more Metal than by the com¬ 
mon way. 

T Hat which is contained in this fecond point is not 
the leaft amongftmy Lucriferous Sccrets^but one 
of the belt, which I have always refervedmoft fccret 
within my own Brcaft. Many Men have often allured 
me with fair Speeches, to demonftrate it, but hither¬ 
to I have not been prevailed with to do it, not out of 
envy, or that my felf alone fhould have that art at 
command, bnt bccaufe Faith is hardly any where to 
be found, it is now reputed an honour to promife ma¬ 
ny things, and perform few, but a difparagcmcnt to 
keep Promifcs; for 1 have often learned to my lofs, 
that when through fair Words, and Promifcs often* 
times more than I required, I have been perfwaded to 
Communicate this, or that Secret ; as foon as it hath 
been out of my hands, I have found the quite contra¬ 
ry, for inftead of a Reward, they have either derided 
me, or began to quarrel and contend, and in this 
manner,the Benefits which I have confcr’d upon them, 
have been rccompcnfcd with great Impiety. 

.; The Protefs follovveth. 

Let there be a Furnace built of good Stone, which 
is able to endure the Fire,fmail or great,as you plcafc, 
or according to the ncceflity and commodity of your 
Labour, in the following manner. Firft build an Arch 
about a Cubit high from the ground, the which co¬ 
ver and make level above with Iron Plates, or Stone 
that will hold the Fire, which fhall be the foot of the 
Furnace, the length of which ought to exceed the 
breadth four times, that is, it ought to be four times 
as long as broad ; by this Arch or foot of the Furnace 
there is yet another Furnace to be crafted, whofe big* 
nefs within imift behalf the breadth of the long Fur¬ 
nace, and about two Cubits-high from the wind holes, 
into which the Wood is to be put, and in that Furnace, 
on that fide which adjoincth to the melting Furnace, 
is to be a hole, through which the flame of the light¬ 
ed Wood may ftrike upon the Hearths of the Fur¬ 
nace; and heat them; above, let there be an Iron Co¬ 
ver, to that end that when the wood is put in, the Fur* 
nacc may be covered with ir, and the flame may be 
forced to enter by the fide into the Melting Furnace, 
and let the Melting Furnace, the Hearth being now 
perfaft, be divided according to its length, into three 
Chambers or parts, fo that every Chamber befquare, 
that is, as long as broad, and between every Chamber 
let there be a Wall, with a hole in the lower parr, 
that the flame may pals freely into the fecond and 
third Chambef, between which two let there be alfo 
the like Partition or Wall, with its hole at bottom, 
and let the third or laft Chamber be clofc., faving its 
little door, let it have one only hole, by which the 
flame may pafsout, alfo on one fide of the Furnace, 
there is to be a hole in every Chamber, by which the 
Hearths may be difeerned, and the Minerals and Me¬ 
tals taken out and put in, but the Chambers are not 
to exceed a Foot, or a Foot and a half, in heighth ; in 
the upper part of which, let there be a Cover or Cap 
of good Earth, well luted and accommodated to it in 
fuch manner, as whenfoever need fhall require it may 
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be removed with a pair of Tongues, and put on again. 
All thefe things being thus rightly prepared, let a 
Hearth be made in thefirft Chamber of good Earth, 
which can fuftain the lire, let the Earth not be too fat, 
or too lean, but of a middle condition •, in the fecond 
let there be a Teft made of Argiil, or Wood Afhcs, 
but in the third Chamber,let there be a Hearth of good 
Earth, and in the Name of the Lord, let the lire be 
kindled in the fide Furnace, that the Furnace with its 
Hearths may be throughly dried- Which being done, 
let the Ore of ® or > being rightly prepared, be put 
into the laft Chamber, that it may be made hot by de¬ 
grees, and burn, but not melt, which may be hinder* 
ed by the help of the little door, and the fire may be 
governed at a beck, according as it fhall be neeellary, 
and the Mineral required), or (hall be able to fuller; 
the Minerals are fometimes tobeftirred and turned 
well about in all parts, with an Iron Hook or Ladle, 
that they may be well Calcined. In the firft Chamber 
let there be put fo much Lead as the Hearth will hold, 
and when it moveth well, put upon it, fpoonful after 
fpoonful, of the Calcined Mineral in the laft Cham¬ 
ber, ftirring it with the Lead, and turning it with 
an Iron Ladle, and let it be fo long upon it, till the 
Lead lhall have attracted all the Metal, then the Sco¬ 
ria; are to be taken out with an Iron Ladle fit for this 
work,and to be kept by themfelves then again, more 
of the Calcined Mineral is to be put upon the Lead, 
and'fo the melting, turning, and taking out of the 
Scoriae, is to be continued as long as there is any of the 
Mineral at hand, or as much as is fufficient for the 
Hearth; and if during this labour, the Lead fhould 
be impregnated with a fufficient quantity of Gold or 
Silver, by the Mineral, (which may be perceived by 
taking a little out in a Spoon, and examining it upon 
a Cupel) then let Nitre be burned upon it, and let 
it be repeated two or three times, for fo the Lead will 
be purify ed, grow white, and be rendred duftile, and 
palleth freely in theTeft, without wafte, which yet 
would not be if it had not been firft depurated by Ni¬ 
tre } the Lead into which the Gold and Silver hath 
palled, is to betaken from the Hearth with a Ladle, 
and the Hearth made of Afhcs, in he middle Chamber 
is to be filled with it, and the Bellows to be planted 
againft it, to blow the Coals to the other fide, and 
according to the common manner, the Lead is to be 
deduced into Salt, and the Cake of Gold or Silver is 
to be taken out, and afterwards to be throughly depu¬ 
rated in good Tells : And fo in that Furnace may be 
performed three Labours, and more of the Gold and 
Silver is retained then by any other way, for blowing 
with Bellows waftes and deftroys much of a Metal, 
and reduced) it by burning into Scoriae, which the 
fwcct flame of wood doth not do ; the Scoriae being 
taken out, fuffier them to pafs through a high Furnace, 
that if there be yet any Lead among them, it may be 
fayed, to be ufed again in the former Labours, (to 
wit for attracting Gold and Silver, in the firft Cham¬ 
ber, from the Minerals Calcined in the laft) in this 
maimer nothing will be loft, and not only more Gold 
and Silver obtained, but alfo without fo great a charge 
of Coals as is ufed in the ordinary way. You fhould 
have always two of thofe Furnaces, or more (if you 
have a great quantity of the Mineral) in your Ela- 
boratory, that vvhilft you work in one, the other may 
be repaired, and when there is need, furnilhed with 
new Hearths. 

This is the bell and molt profitable manner of) 
melting the Ores of Gold, Silver, and Lead, con¬ 
taining in themfelves Lune, and this without Coals, 


m 

and ftrong blowing, but by the flame of wood only. 
A. the Foot of the Furnace, B- C. D- the three 
Chambers, E- F. G. the three little doors of the 
Chambers, by which the Minerals and Metals are put 
in and taken out, H. the Cover or Cap of the Fur¬ 
nace, I. the Wind holes, or llegiftcrsby which the 
flame is governed, K. three holes in the Walls, or 
Partitions of the Chambers, through which the flame 
palleth, forthehcatingof the Chambers and Hearths, 

L. the Furnace on the fide, into which is put dry 
wood, M. the Alh hole, N. its Cover or Stopper, 

M. the hole in tfiefidc, by which the flame is convey¬ 
ed into the Chambers, P- the Iron Rods, with which 
the Minerals arc turned, whilft they are in torrefying 
and the Scorice are taken away from the Lead, Q. n 
Spoon or Ladle, by which the torrefied Mineral is 
put upon the flowing Lead, and the Lead which is 
impregnated with Gold and Silver, is removed from 
thefirft Melting Hearth to the other, R. the Tongs 
with which the Cakes of Gold and Silver, are taken 
from the fecond Hearth, S. the Furnace in which the 
Cakes of Gold and Silver are perfectly depurated, 
T. thcTcfts, V.the Cineritia- NB.That the Works 
coming from the firft Hearth, may alfo be perfectly 
finilhed in the fecond Chamber, but it is better to do 
it on Tells fit for this purpofe. [fi'be figure of this Fur¬ 
nace is not printed hi the Latin Copy., nor to be found a- 
meng the ether Originals.-} NB. That what concerns 
this Point, is of greater moment than many will be¬ 
lieve, becaufc in our Country, there arc found in ma¬ 
ny places rich Mines, abounding with Gold and Sil¬ 
ver, which nevcrthclefs are not rightly depurated by 
the common way of Melting, fo that they afford 
fo little, that it will not pay the charge of the Coals ; 
and therefore it is yet unknown how much good Metal 
they contain, but it lies hid in obfeurity, which ne- 
verthekfs might be very well perfected in this man¬ 
ner, with great profit- I know Mines of this fort in 
various places, which 1 have found very poor, accor= 
ding to the common way of proving, but according 
to my Method very rich. What Treafures doth Hun¬ 
gary^ Bohemia, Carinthia , Stir in, and Saltsbnrg p 0 f- 
fes in their Regions, unknown to them, and yet after 
an cafie manner to be obtained ? What Treafures 
hath Mifinin , Thuringia , Brunfvoid and Fichtelhtrgh- 
hid in them, anddonogood? There is no Man of a 
found mind, but may ealily by labour and obfervation 
difeern what a great difference there is between the 
common way of Melting, and mine, if he ferioufly 
confider the matter. A Mine of Lead doth not want 
an exquifite Art of melting, becaufe it is of fmall price, 
nor will the lofs be great, if fome of it be burnt in 
melting, or remain in the Earth- In like manner the 
vulgar way of melting Copper, by high Furnaces, and 
ftrong blowing, is fufficient- Butthe Mines of Gold 
and Silver, are not to be treated fogrolly, but after 

a more fubtile and profitable manner, that nothing of 
them may be loft, but may be of greater ufc and pro¬ 
fit, than hitherto hath been done. For the Mineral 
of Gold, although it is not in fome great Rocky 
Mountains, yet for the nioftpartdt is found in Flints, 
and Stones containing Iron, or in any crude Mineral 
in which ofttimes Antimony, red Sulphur, and Arfe- 
nick, is mixed together with the Minera of Gold. As 
may be feen in Carinthia and its Confines. But how 
(hould fuch a Mine, if melted with Coals after the. 
common manner, yield its fruit without lofs •, for 
whether it be torrefied, or not, if it be call upon 
Coals, and agitated with the ftrong blaft of Bellows,* 
that which is immature fliethaway, carrying with it 
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felt that which is good ; that which remained! paf- 
feth into Scoria. For although it fhould be mixed 
with Lead, the Minera of Lead? or Salt of Lead, yet 
they would not remain conjoin’d, but the Lead is 
cafily melted, floweth, and leaveth the Ore, which 
by ftrong blowing is reduced into Scoria, retain¬ 
ing much gold, which Jo is loft, as well as the other 
which Hew away in fmoak, and at the belt but a very 
little faved, which hath entred the Lead- 

NB- But,in my way, it is neceflary that the Ore 
fhould be broken and fubdued, and thereby forced 
to yield its Gold, if it be well incorporated with the 
lead, and the volatile is preferved with the fixt •, add, 
that the flame lightly flriking or playing upon the 
matter, deftroyeth nothing, and by this way, there is 
no metal loft, i hat the thing is fo, I will prove by 
a certain fimilitude or comparifon ^ make proof in 
what manner you pleafe, of gold or filver Ore, and 
obferve how much good metal that contains, after¬ 
wards prove the fame in a great quantity upon Coals, 
and you (hall find much lefs in that, than in your fmall 
proof; when neverthclefs the contrary ought to be, 
becaufe a great fire hath a greater force of afting up¬ 
on the Ore, than a fmall one ; and this is the only 
ccufe, becaufe a great quantity requireth a more vio¬ 
lent fire than a fmall one ; which is averfe to all crude 
and volatile Minerals. But by my way, there is found 
as much, if not more, in rjarge quantity, as in a fmall 
proof. Therefore l will here fhew yet by another 
manner of probation, that by the common andufual 
way of melting Minerals, all the metal cannot be ob¬ 
tained, and fometimcsicarcely half or a third part. 
To an hundred pounds of the Mineral, reduced into 
'a fmall powder, add 8,12,16, or 18 pound of gra¬ 
nulated Lead,or as much as the Mineral fhall need, 
mix the Mineral and the powder of Lead, which w ith 
a little Spoon are to be committed to a fiery hot Cu¬ 
pel, placed under a Cineritium or Muffle, give a ftrong 
beat, and the Lead will attrafl all the metal from the 
Ore, and caft out the Scoria or dro'fs, which will reft 
upon the moving Lead ; which being done, you muft 
have at hand a hot Iron Rod, with which you may 
move and ftir the Scoria every way well, up and down 
upon the Lead, to the end, that if any good metal 
fhould as yet remain in them, the Lead by that moving 
may lay hold on it, and catch it toitfelf; afterwards 
fuffer the Scoria for a little while to heat and burn up¬ 
on the Lead, that it may flow well; then let the heat 
of the fire fomc what abate, and the Scoria will become 
thicker and fit to be drawn out with an Iron rod, which 
is to be broad at the point, round, and fharp, that the 
Scoria may be every where clean and wholly drawn 
a s ay from the Cupel, which are diligently to be kept, 
that nothing be loft, and left the future eflay fhould be 
falfe. This being done, drive the Lead remaining in 
the Cupel with an indifferent heat, then there will re¬ 
main the gold or filver, which that hundred pounds of 
Ore did contain *, that grain or portion is to be taken 
out and referved. NB. That whilft you are proving 
the Mineral, you may alfo impole another Cupel, of 
the fame magnitude and weight, and as much Lead 
upon it 2s was mixed with the mineral, without it, 
fuffer itto flow alone by it felf- The grain or por¬ 
tion which comes to be obtained from the mineral 
upon the other Cupel, will be what that mineral did 
contain- Afterwards the two Cupels are to be weigh* 
cd apart, and as much as this, in which the SOre was 
wrought, dial 1 be heavier than that in which only the 
Lead flowed, fo much of Lead or Copper that hundred 


weightof Oredid contain ; and fo much gold or filver 
as the grain or portion remaining in the Cupel weigh- 
eth, and fo much Scoria or drofs as was removed and 
drawn out with the Iron Rod. 

NB- Some man may object, That the Scoria can* 
not be fo accurately and purely removed from the 
Cupel, but fomewhat will be left behind. I an= 
fwer. That although the removing of the Scoria 
fhould not be exadlly done, which notwithftanding 
may be done, if diligence be ufed, becaufe the Sco¬ 
ria to be removed are not pure Scoria , but as yet 
contain fomewhat of the Lead, which may be ea* 
lily as heavy, yea, heavier than the Scoria remaining 
in the Cupel, and which cannot be removed, never* 
thelefs the proof will be juft and good. But if by a 
melting made in a great quantity, you fhall find as 
much') or ®, 2 or ¥, (NB. that Iron and Tin 
cannot be proved in this manner) as the fmall proof 
demonftrated, £ I think it fhould be, if you fhall not 
find &c. and the charader ¥ fhould be 1?.] believe 
that you have not rightly proceeded, and that that 
which is loft is gone in fume, or by combuftion, into 
Scoria. Seeing therefore that this proofis of a great 
weight, and accordingly is to be made by a great mel¬ 
ting Work, 1 will declare that labour more copioufly. 
For example fake , 1 take two Cupels, accomodated 
to one and the fame form, 1 weigh them fingly, if one 
be heavier than the other, then with a knife I pare or 
ferape it a little above or below, fo that they may 
be of equal weight, afterwards I put them fide by 
fide conjundly, or one before, and the other behind, 
under a Cineritium ; when they are duly hot, 1 put 
upon one the Mineral, mixed with the granulated 
Lead, and upon the other, the granulated Lead only 
then I fuffer them to flow together, feafonably ab- 
ftrading the Scoria from that where the Mineral is 3 
then I caufe both to ceafe. Now fuppofing that 1 have 
added to the Hundred weight of Ore, 1200 pounds of 
Lead, and alfo wrought) 200 pounds of Lead in the 
other Cupel alone, and each Cupel to have weighed 
three Lothones, according to the weight of the City, 
and that I find in that Cupel in which the Mineral was 
wrought, a portion of Gold or Silver, weighing fac- 
cording to the probatory weight) nine Lothones, and 
in the other Cupel, a portion of Silver weighing three 
Lothones, which the 1200 pounds of Lead yielded; 
But in regard that I alfo added to the Mineral 1200 
pounds of Lead, which alfo have yielded three Lo¬ 
thones, which I fubftraeft from the nine Lothones, and 
there remaineth fix Lothones of Gold and Silver, 
which the Hundred weight of Ore hath yielded. 
NB- If you would know whether the Mineral alfo 
containeth Lead and Copper, and how much, then I 
weigh both the Cupels apart, obferving how much 
that in which the Mineral was wrought is heavier than 
that in which the Lead was wrought alone, and fo 
much Lead or Copper I may affirm to have been, to¬ 
gether with the Gold and Silver, in that Mineral; 
fuppofethc Cupel in which the Mineral was wrought 
to weigh 30 pounds, according to the probatory 
weight, more than that in which the Lead was agi¬ 
tated alone, then 1 am fure that there was fo much 
Lead or Copper in that Mineral, together with the 
gold and filver (for iron and tin do not enter the Cu* 
pel, but pafs into Scoria , but the ® and ) remain on 
the Cupel) and the remaining weight, towit, feventy 
pounds, I find all in Scoria , for a little flieth away in 
fume; in this manner it may be obferved what quan¬ 
tity a hundred pounds of the Ore of Lead or Cop, 
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per containeth of good Metal, and whether it have 
any gold or filver or not; according to which a com¬ 
putation may be made, whether it will pay the 
Charge in a great quantity, or not, and what gain 
may be had from it- This is a moft defirable proof, 
invented for the ufe of gold and filver, which arc 
necellariiy by this way yielded in great quantity ; if 
it happen otherwife, the errour is to be afcribed to 
the working; for the Mines of copper and lead, this 
proof doth not fucceed in great quantity, although 
by it may be certainly known how much of either 
of them is contained in an hundred weight of Ore, 
for both tbefe metals are eafily burnt by the fire, 
and reduced into Scoria, which happeneth not to 
gold and filver,if they be rightly handled ; only here 
it is made appear what quantity of Saturn or Venus 
is contained in an hundred pound; of Ore of Sa¬ 
turn or Venus, which is iuipofiible to'extort in great 
quantity, by the common and known way : for foft 
and fulphureous metals of this fort lofe much, becaufe 
part is driven away by ftrong blowing another part 
is reduced into Scoria : but by my way nothing is 
loft thus, and but very little remaineth behind. I 
know yet another way, and that better too,ofpcr- 
fcding .the Minerals of gold, filver, copper, and lead, 
with a certain compendious profit ; but feeing that in 
my Miracnlinn Mnndi_ 1 have made no mention of a 
Work of this fort, I ffiall here fay nothing of 
it. 1 alfo know a way of extracting from very poor 
Copper Mines, all the Copper contained in them, 
without great labour and coft; which Mines are 
every where in great quantity to be found, but arc not 
fufficient to pay the Charge of melting in the com¬ 
mon way; but this my fecret way will yield great 
profit, for fcarcely one pound of Copper will remain 
behind, and be loft in an hundred pounds of Scoria. 

Point III. 

The volatile and immature Marcafites of Sol and Luna 
a r e fixed in the (face of three hnrs,fo that they ren- 
■ der a double quantity of Meta /, to what they could have 
done before fixation , &c. 

T His fixation is a lingular fecret, in perfecting An= 
timonial gnd Arfenical Minerals, which are 
wholly crude, which commonly yield a little Gold : 
For when Minerals contain much Antimony, Arfe- 
nick, orOrpiment, and are torrefied in the common 
way, then theArfenickor Orpiment deftroyeth much 
of the Gold, carrying it away in fume but if they 
be melted without a foregoing torrefaftion, then the 
blowing forceth away more -, if from a Mineral of 
this fort, the yellow or red Sulphur, Arfenick, or 
other rapacious fubftances, be diminifhed or confu- 
med,by doling it in Earthen Velfels, as many do, 
then by this means the Mineral is burnt, lofeth its 
flux and ingrefs into Lead, fo that much of the gold 
is deftroyed , and reduced into Scoria ; to prevent 
which, this following way is the belt : With one 
part of the mineral mix half a part of Nitre, let 
it be kindled with a Coal, and fixed, then the Ni¬ 
tre burn^th away the greateft part of the rapaci¬ 
ous fulphur, and fixeth the reft, lb that there isbut 
little of the Gold loft, and it keepeth its flux and 
ingrefs into Lead ; if it be put into the foregoing 
Farnace, and there wrought, it yieldeth all the gold 
and filver which it containeth, and nothing is loft. 
Here fomc may object, and fay, That although in 


this-manner, more gold may be obtained; yet the 
Nitre maketh the work dear, which I indeed con- 
fefs to be true, if the Nitre be bought at a dear 
rate, but if by an artificial Culture, it may alwaies 
be had at hand, it will coft little , and this torre- 
faCtion and fixation, may be perfected with great 
profit. 

Point IV. 

siII Gold and Silver not purely melted from its Marcafite 
may be fiviftly purged from uvery sidditament f the 
filver feparated from the Gold, by fitfion only with 
a fmall labour and cofi , but in great weight. 

T His way of purifying © and from all addi¬ 
tion quickly, and in an eafie manner, is a thing 
moft profitable, and an Art highly neceftary to be 
known by thofc who-handle metals; for itisfoo* 
ner done, than by the way of cupcllating or blow¬ 
ing off with Lead, but is dearer, by reafon of the 
Nitre; neverthclefs, the labour is eafie and plea- 
fant, and it is done in this manner: Let a Crucible 
of impure gold or filver be placed in fuch a Fur¬ 
nace as isdeferibed and depicted in the Fourth Part 
of our Furnaces, let it-be melted, then call in fomc 
Regulus of Antimony, more or lefs, according to 
the greater or letter impurity of the Gold, and ac¬ 
cording as it hath more or lefs need of cleanfing for 
its purification-When all ttiall flow and be clear in the 
Crucible, caft into the Crucible upon the inetal , at 
feveral times, about fo much Nitre, as there is of ad¬ 
dition to the Gold ; let it flow, then the Nitre at- 
traCteth the Regulus of Antimony, together with the 
impurity contained in the Gold, which pafleth into 
Scoria. And this Procefs doth not ferve only for 
impure Sol and Luna, but alfo for fuch Sol and Luna 
which contain Copper, Iron, Lead, Tin,. Chalcitis, 
Aurichalcum, and other metallick and miceial mat¬ 
ters, Tin efpecially, which is difficult to be fepara¬ 
ted from Sol and Luna by Lead, without lofs- Butin 
this manner it may be quickly and eafily done. But 
that my meaning may be the more rightly underftood 
and the lefs errour be committed in working, I will 
here inftitute the Procefs clearly, and in exprefs 
words. Snppofe to ft j. of gold or filver, there be 
two lothones of Copper, and three lothones of Tin 
( a lot hone is half an ounce ) which 1 would feparate, 
and if it be done by the known way of blowing off 
with Lead, there will need at the lcaft thirty or forty 
lothones of Lead, and neverthelefs one part of the Sol 
or Luna will be loft ; but by my way to two lothones 
of Copper, and three lothones of Tin, adjoin five lo¬ 
thones of Regulus of Antimony, then abftraft the Re¬ 
gulus, together with the addition of Copper and Tin, 
by the mediation of Nitre, which may be done in the 
Crucible in the fpaccof one hour, which by torrefaftb 
on and agitation in the common way, could fcarcely 
have been done in 10 or 12 hours; befides nothing of 
the Additaments is loft, all remaineth in the Scoria, 
from which, afterwards, as well the v as the 2 and 

Regulus of Antimony may be recovered, to wit, if tile 
Scoria, in which the v, 2 , and Regulus of Antimony 
is, be put into a Crucible, a live Coal caft in, and 
then the Crucible covered with a tyle, let them flow 
a quarter of an hour, pour all out, and you fhall find in 
the bottom of the Cone a little Regulus, in which 
will be the remaining Sol or Lima, which the Scoria 
did prey upon ; let them be depurated on a Cupel, if 
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they be not already pure enough : The Scoria being' 
again melted,, call in a live Coal, fuffer all to flow well 
together, again there will fall another Regulus from 
the Copper, the % & 3 remaineth, and neither by 
Coals nor any other art, can be brought into Regu* 
Jus • but ifthefe Scoria be driven through a probatory 
Furnace, then they alfo yield the Tin again, and that 
better than it was before- This Proccfs is not only 
pleafant, artificial, fwift and eaiie, by which gold 
and lilver is puickly and purely feparated from all 
addition, but there is alfo hidden in it a great my- 
Jtcry: But becaufe I have only propofed to prove 
tiiofe things to be true and natural, of which 1 have 
made mention in my Miraculum Mundi , let what I 
have now faid fufficc, and what is here defir’d may be 
found perfpicuoully and fatisfadorily declared in the 
following Procefles. 

Point V. 

Gold and Silver are eafily drawn out of Old Tin or Pewter 
Vejfels the Tin being prcferved almofi in the fame 
weight and being made better than it was before, may 
ferve for the fanic nfes to which it is wont to be put. 

T His Procefs alfo is very well performed by the 
mediatiouof Nitre, viz. in this manner- Let 
the Tin, in which is © or >, be reduced into Afhes, 
even as Lead is wont to be prepared, for the working 
of Minerals; and let there be mixed with it as much 
powder of Nitre, let the mixture be put in a ftrong 
Pot which will endure the fire,npon which put fublim- 
ing Pots, let the mixture be kindled in the lower Pot 
(which is under the Subliming Pots, and mull have a 
little hole in the fide for that purpofe) with an Iron 
Rod, red hot, then the Mafs beginneth to burn, and 
fendeth many Flowers into the Subliming Pots, the 
Tin and Salt-peter remaining in the Pot, take out, 
and melt in a Crucible, if there be much Lead, then 
that falleth together with the ©and >, to the bot¬ 
tom of the Crucible, but the Tin with the Nitre paf- 
feth into Scoria, which if the melted Mafs be poured 
out into a Cone, they are feparated from the Regulus 
of Lead, and after cooling maybe taken out, which 
Regulus of Lead, by the addition of other Lead, may 
again be wrought, and in a ftrong Crucible be redu¬ 
ced into Scoria with Nitre •, then there will remain a 
little Regulus of Lead, which containeth the © and 
>, which was in the V. Thefirft and laft Scoria 
may be reduced by a ftrong blaft in a Probatory Fur¬ 
nace, then the Tin will be again obtained, better, 
harder, and whiter than it was before \ the reafon is, 
becaufe the Nitre hath confumed part of the com- 
buftible Sulphur, and alfo feparated the Lead. Al¬ 
though this Proccfs is not done with any great profit, 
yet neverthelefs it (hews the poflibility; but he that 
knoweth how to handle the matter, will fuffer no lofs, 
for thofe fublimed Flowers arc of greater worth than 
Salt-pcter and Tin, becaufe they maybe prepared in¬ 
to a good Medicine ; they are alfo very available in 
thofe curious red Colours for Cloth [Scarlet, or How¬ 
dy 3 exaltingthem in a wonderful manner, and firmly 
abiding in the Cloth, lhining, and giving it a fiery 
ground. 


Point VL 

Mitch Silver may be feparated from Bifninth, the Bif s 
ninth preferved , a- Secret agreeing to thofe places which 
abound with that Mineral. 

T HisSccretisnotof fo little weight as perhaps it 
will feem to fomc ; for no Man even to this day 
hath proved this in the matter it felf and with effcdl, 
yet feeing that it may eafily be done, viz., in this man¬ 
ner, melt Chalcitis in a Crucible, and call upon it 
fuccelUvely fomuch Nitre, until all the Chalcitis fhall 
pafs into Scoria, or green Glafs, pour out the Mafs 
into a Cone, then the Silver will fettle to the bottom 
in form of a Regulus, which was contained in the 
Chalcitis, then put the Scoria of the Chalcitis into a 
Crucible and melt them well for the fpacc of an hour, 
fo all the Chalcites will be revived, rendred Corpo¬ 
real, and a little will be loft. He therefore that can 
make the Salt-pcter himfelf, and needs not to buy it 
at a dear rate, will hence reap great profit, otherwife 
not; however it proveth that the Salt of the Earth 
can perform what is here attributed to it. 

Point VII. 

From old Copper much Silver is feparated , the Copper pre¬ 
ferved unhurt , by which Artifice Regions abounding 
with this Metal, may reap no fmall profit. 

*T"Hat this extraction of Silver from Copper by 
means of the Salt of the Earth, may be verified, 
you are to proceed in this manner : Mix with the Cop¬ 
per its own weight of Regulus of Antimony, then 
melt both together, upon which call fo much Salt- 
Nitre fucceflivcly or at times, until it turn the Copper 
together with the Regulus of Antimony into green 
Scoria, then make the fire ftrongcr, and caufe thefei 
Scoriato flow like water, and luit a Regulus, which 
although it be not fufficiently pure, it may be depu¬ 
rated upon a Cupel with a little Lead, and it yicldeth 
the Silver which the Copper contained- NB- This 
procefs is moll true, and will never deceive any Man, 
but 1 do not fay that he fhall obtain. Riches by this 
means, but only prove to be true, what I have aferi- 
bed to it in my Miraculum Mundi. NB. But he that 
knoweth how to fix the Scoria, that is the Copper 
and Regulus of Antimony with Salt,and to melt them 
into Artificial Stones, or Enamel, fo that nothing be 
loft, he fhall be fure not to undergo the Labour in 
vain; otherwife he may call in a live Coal upon the 
Scoria, from which the Silver is feparated, when they 
are in Flux, and let them flow half an hour, then it 
leaveth the Regulus of Antimony together with the 
Copper, which the Nitre hath reduced into Scoria, 
and afterwards another Regulus,to be applied to ufe, 
which if all things be well handled, from both, viz.. 
from the Regulus of Antimony and Copper, (after 
their Ed ulcoration) a green colour for Painting may 
beextradled, and fo the Labours will be compenfa- r 
ted, and the gain will be fo much the greater. 
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Point VIII. 

Every common Silver may in the [pace of a few hours be 
exalted into the nature of Gold. 

T His Gradation of Silver is performed by the help 
of a certain Mineral Sulphur, to wit, of cf 
and Antimony, in this manner. Adjoin to ) as much 
Regulus Martis, and again let it be feparated from it 
by Nitre, which labour is performed in thefpace of 
an hour* to the remaining Silver adjoin again as much 
Regulus,' which is again to be abltrafted; and let 
this labour be reiterated five, fix, eight, or ten times, 
which may be done in one day, afterwards let the ) 
bedilfolved in Aqua-fords, then the Gold, which the 
Nitre by the help of the > hath obtained from the 
Regulus, will remain in the bottom, which is to be 
edulcorated, and corporify’d with Borax, the Gold 
will be good in an excellent degree, but the value 
thereof is fcarce enough to pay for the Regulus, and 
Nitre. But he that knoweth how to make his own 
Nitre, or can obtain it without price, may reap a 
conliderablc profit: Efpecially if he know how to 
transferr the detracted Scoria into further ufe, which 
is not here fought, but is only proved that > may be 
exalted into © by the help of Regulus Antinmij Mar-, 
tiahs. 

Point IX. 

Gold may be feparated by fufion from every addition of 
Copper , Tin, {ron s Lead Orp:went ; Antimony, Arfinicky , 
or the like, without Cupels, each being kept apart. 

r THis manner of feparating of Metals, from one a-- 
' nother, and of depurating © without Cupels, is 
a molt pleating, fair, and profitable fecrct, by which 
in the feparation of Metals, much time and expence 
is faved, and no detriment to be feared, which no 
man, even to this day could effect, my felf excepted : 
You are to proceed in this manner- Firft, the mixt 
Metal, whether it confilh of few or many, is to be 
granulated, the grains are to be conjoined with a 
fourth part of powdered Sulphur, fomewhatmoiften- 
ed, and to be feton fire in a Crucible luted according 
toarr, which being done, the cover of the Crucible 
is to be taken off, and the enkindled Metal to be co¬ 
vered with the fourth part ofitsweightof Antimony 
NB. That if there be much <?, 2, or ¥ in the mix¬ 
ture, then the more Antimony is to be adjoined, that 
it may draw to it felf the imperfect Metals. There¬ 
fore when the Mafs flows with the Antimony, inje<ft 
a little well purified Nitre, dried and pulverized,and 
when it Hows well, the Mafs is to be poured out into a 
Cone, and the Regulus, if there beany, tobefhaken 
out, which will contain the greateft part of the © 
which was in that Mafs- NB- If there fhall be no 
Regulus,that is a fign that there was not Nitre enough 
to fuflice the crudity, which is to be remedied thus: 
Return the Mafs into the Crucible, and permit it to 
flow', which being done, throw in as much filings of 
Iron, as you judge there is Gold in the Mafs, and mix 
it with the Mafs with a red hot Iron, cover the Cru¬ 
cible, and give a melting fire for a quarter of an hour, 
pour it into a Cane, when it is cold feparatethe Re- 
g,ulus from the Scoria, which will be about the fame 


weight with the filings of Iron, which you ufed in 
the precipitation, purific the Regulus in a fmall new 
Crucible, by the injedtion of Nitre, if it yieldeth 
Gold without Silver, then it is a fign there is Gold 
yet in the Mafs, therefore it is necellary to flux the 
Mafs again, and precipitate with Iron, if the Regu¬ 
lus be yet golden, then it is to be depurated apart by 
Nitre, and to be kept; but if it hath more 3 than ©, 
it isa fign thatall the Gold is precipitated,afterwards 
fuffer the Mafs to flow again, and injedt as much fi¬ 
lings of Iron, ftirring them well with the Mafs, with 
a red hot iron, permit them to flow well cogethcr,then 
it rendcreth as much Regulus of Silver, as there was 
Iron put in, afterwards alfo the 2 will be precipita¬ 
ted, and Jail of all, the Scoria are again to be fluxed 
well being mixed with Nitre, that it may appear whe¬ 
ther there be yet any Metal in them. The Regulus 
of > is alfo depurated in the fame manner as the Re= 
gulusof®: Venus,¥,and other Addiraments,are melt¬ 
ed by Bellows, fo that nothing is loll. This fepara¬ 
tion of ® and > from the viler Metals, by melting, 
hath been long fought by many, but found by few. 
Lazarus Erker , in his Writings hath taught by what 
means © may be feparated from > by fufion, but chat 
feparation is unlike to this which I have mentioned, 
becaufe here it is not only Ihevved how ©may be fe¬ 
parated from ), but alfo from other Metals- 

Point X. 

Every imperfect Metal, without the mixture of other 
Metals , may be ripened by this Secret alone in the fire 
in an hours Jpace , fo that it willyield Gold and Silver ■\ 
but without profit an indication that the viler Metals , 
may by Art be promoted into the Nature of the perfect 
to the great profit of Metallurgies. 

T His is done only by the power and virtue of Salt 
Nitre, whereby the Metal is penetrated, depu¬ 
rated, and fixed into a more perfeft, or exalted in 
maturity, but cannot be performed with much profit 
in a great quantity, but it proveth that Nitre hath a 
virtue of tranfmuting every, imperfeft Metal into 
perfedt, w'hich is done in this manner. Letthe Metal 
be laminated into very thin Plates, whether it be 2, 
k, or ¥, <? is indeed corrected by this way, butmelt- 
ethnot in any Crucible,and 5 alfo is tranfmuted into 
otherforms, but notinto © or >. Make in a Cruci¬ 
ble ftratumfuper flratum with Saw-dult, Sulphur, and 
Nitre, as alfo with the laminated Metal, of which 
mention is made in the fccoud part of Furnaces; kin¬ 
dle the mixture at the top, then a great and fuddain 
flaming fire will arife, by which the laminated metal 
is penetrated, partly fixed, and amended, fo that if 
it be wrought on a Cupel with Lead, it lcaveth fome 
J or ®, which neverthclefs before, would have yield¬ 
ed neither, whence it is manifeft, that the flame exci¬ 
ted by the Nitre hath corrected the Metal. NB. That 
5 is firft to be coagulated, and Chalcitisto be pulve¬ 
rized, before they be commixed with the fudden fire 
of Nitre, and enkindled. In thefe Labours, although 
they may be efteemed of finall moment, a great Mi- 
ftery is hidden, which neverthclefs will be valued by 
no man, although it fliould be difeovered in plain and 
open words, becaufe the procefsismeau, collctli lit¬ 
tle, and may be performed in thefpace of a quarter 
of an hour. 
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The Explication of 


1 Point XI. 

Metals alfo grow up in this fubjett, in the form of Vege¬ 
tables, before the eye, in the fpace of txvo or three 
hours, to the length of a Finger,or hands breadth, into 
many brand es and twiggs, without Fruit indeed, but 
is a demonstration that even Afetals thenifelves do ger¬ 
minate in it like Viget able s. 

T His Point is mentioned only for this end, to fhew 
that Nitre hath a power of making Metals to 
grow after the manner of Vegetables. Which thing 

the Liquor of Flints atfo performeth, of wh ich men: 
tionis made in the Second Part of our Furnaces ; but 
the Liquor of fixed Nitre is better ; which is prepa¬ 
red by fixing it with powder of Coals and Flints, 
which is alfo taught in the Second Part of our Fur* 
races, fb that there is no need here to repeat it- 
If therefore the metals being prepared in little bits, 
be put into this liquor, they will grow and cncreafe 
after the manner of Herbs, and fo quickly, that in a 
few hours fpace they will grow to the height of a 
hands breadth, which is very delightful to the eye, 
and worthy of a lingular meditation, whence fo fud- 
den an encrcafe ffiould proceed. Certainly many 
things might be written concerning this matter, but 
becaufe in this place I have promifed no more, but to 
verifie what I have attributed to the fait of the earth 
in my Miraculttm Mundi , let what is faid fuffice- 

(point XII. 

There is another augmentation or cncreafe of the Ter fed 
Metals , very gainful, by the Imptrfill, anfwering to 
the (termination or growth of Vgetablcs, &c. 

A S for this augmentation, it is done by a way 
fardiftant from the foregoing, viz., in this Sot 
and Luna are joined with Lead, Tin, and Venus, or 
with Tin alone, where it is to be left for a convenient 
time, then the Sol attracted! from the Lead or other 
imperfcCt metals, a golden Eifence, is encreafcd and 
made heavier. The Procefs is this : Take one lo- 
thone (or half an ounce) of Gold, eight or ten lothones 
(which is four or jive ounces) of Lead, let them be mel¬ 
ted together; if you pleafe, you may add Tin or 
Copper •, put the Crucible, together with the Lead 
or other imperfeft metals, into a ftrong Crucible, give 
a temperate and conltant Fire, that the Lead with the 
Gold may only flow, but not be white hot; call into 
the Crucible upon it half an ounce of the belt Nitre, 
cover the Crucible well, that no Coals fall in, and 
keep it in a conftant ealie fire, then in fuch a time 
the Lead, together with the other metals, which were 
mixed with ir, will be turned into Glafs, but the 
Gold being pure, is feparated ftom the Glafs by it 
felf, and will adhere to the bottom of the Crucible, 
which when the Crucible is broken, take out and 
weigh, and you (hall find your Gold encreafcd, and 
that it hath taken weight from the other metals. 
Although this labour affords no profit, yet it Iheweth 
how the nature of metals are to be known. 1 here is 
yet another way of trying this thing , thus, viz.. 
Take half an ounce of Gold, join with it 5 or 6 ounces 
of Lead, and drive away the Lead again upon a good 
Toll:, till the Gold fparkle and fhine, and you fhall find 


your Gold to be made much heavier than it was be¬ 
fore, which weight it hath drawn from the Lead only. 

(Point XIII. 

By the mediation of this from all lmptrfttt A fetal s and 
Minerals, yielding nothing in the ufual Examen of 
Cupels, Gold and Silver is produced in a manifold 
manner, being an Argument that the Impcrfctt Aletals 
have fomewhat of the PerfeU reconded in them, when 
they are inverted, and jherv themfclves to our fight. 

I F we would obtain Gold and Silver from the Imper¬ 
fect Metals, by the help of Nitre, an equal weight 
of Regulus of Antimony is to be added to them, that 
they may be rendred frangible, and fit to be pulveri¬ 
zed, fo that they may be commixed and fixed with 
Nitre in this manner : Take an ounce, or an onnee 
and a half of Copper, Lead, Tin, or Chalcitis, melt 
it with as much Regulus of Antimony pulverize the 
mixture, and mix with it its equal weight of the belt 
Nitre, put the mixture into a crucible, kindle it with 
a live coal, then the mixture will be reduced by the 
Nitre into Scoria, which mull be melted by a very 
ftrong fire, in a Wind Furnace, then the Metal will 
pafs into a Regulus, but the Regulus will remain in 
the Scoria, which by the calling in of a live coal may 
be precipitated and brought to Regulus again : buc 
weigh the metallick Regulus according to the Hun: 
dred weight, and drive it ( if it be Lead ) upon a 
Teft, then you fhall find it to contain gold andfil- 
ver, which the metal had not before. If the metal be 
Copper or Chalcitis, a due proportion of Lead is to 
be added to it, that it may be wrought upon a cupel, 
then it leaveth gold and filver, which vvithont this 
Operation it would not have done. This Work may 
alfo be effected by another way, viz.. Mix tj or 2 
with its own weight of Regulus of Antimony, fuf- 
fer it to flow well with the metal in a melting Fur¬ 
nace, injeCt fucceflively by a little at a time, fo much 
Nitre as both the Metal and the Regulus did weigh, 
then let the Regulus and the Metal be fired by the Ni¬ 
tre, that fome of the fuperfluous fulphur may be burnt 
and the mixture reduced to Scoria, afterwards give a 
ftrong fire, that the Scoria may be well melted, then 
the Metal will be feparated from the Regulus, vyhich 
may be tefted, and the correction of the metal, made 
by the benefit of the Nitre, will be manifeft. 

As for thefe 13 Metallick Labours, they are in 
themfelves very good, and profitable to be known by 
every one handling Metals, fome of which, if they 
be accurately manag’d, and by a skilful Artift, will 
afford great Gain, and they are all done by the help 
of the Salt of the Earth. But I will not deny, but 
that thofe Labours may alfo be performed by another 
way, which needeth no Nitre. But I do not now in¬ 
tend to fay any thing of that, but only to prove that 
all thofe Secrets and Tranfmutations may be effectu¬ 
ally performed by the contemptible fait of the Earth. 
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In Mechanicks.' 

("Point I. » 

They t vho Engrave or Etch upott Copper , may of this fub * 
jctt prepare a good corrojive Water , by which (the Cop - 
per Plates being firftjmeared over with a Covering fit 
to defend them , and what Images or Lines theypleafc, 
drawn upon them, with a fiileor fiift ) by an eajie and 
compendious manner , they will be eroded or eaten y which 
otherwife would require a long time to be engraven . 

* 

T Hat a corrofive and graduating Aqua-fort is may 
be prepared of Nitre by defoliation , needs no 
proof, the way of making it being every where 
known, as a thing common, only here it is proved, 
that this fhortening of the Engraver’s Work may be 
performed by the Salt of the Earth. 

(Point II. 

Painters by the help of this , may prepare for tbemfelves 
mofi excellent Colours , as Ultra=Marine, blue Smalt, 
fine red or Scarlet Lacca, Venice Cerufe, and others 
nxejjary for their Llfes, which otherwife they mufl have 
from far , as Italy, Holland, France, &c. and at a 
dear rate. 

T Hat excellent colours for Painting, may be made 
by the fait of the Earth, I will thus prove : 
Blue Smalt is otherwife prepared of flowing Sand, 
Chalcitis, and Potters-afhes: But if inftead of thofe 
afhes, you take the fixed fait of the Earth, the fmalt 
will not be only rendred more open, loofe,and fine, 
but alfo purehby reafon the fait of the earth is pu¬ 
rer than thofe allies- Lacca foi- the molt part is 
made of Flocks Ihorn from crimfon or fcarlet cloth 
in the dreiling,and by a lingular lixivium ( inftead of 
which Nitre may betaken) the colour is extracted, 
which is to be precipitated, edulcorated, and dryed 
upon clean Boards in the fun, or by a ftove- Ver- 
digreafe and Cerufe are commonly prepared by the 
help of Vinegar, in Iron Veflels put in Horfedung-, 
but if the Copper or Lead be diflolved in fpirit of 
Nitre, and the Copper precipitated by a lixivium of 
fait of Tartar, but the Lead by fait water, then 
edulcorated and dried, the Copper will exhibit a 
green colour, which may be ufed in all Paintings, 
and will not corrode and deftroy other colours, as 
the common Verdigreafe is wont to do: And the 
Cerufe is rendered more delicate white, and pure 
than that which is prepared by Vinegar, with which 
oftentimes much Chalk is mixed to augment it, 
and is not fo conducible to Painting, nor to the 
fhops, as that which is made per fe, without any mix¬ 
ture. 

Point III. 

Engravers and Statuaries may fo harden their Tools, 
that they may hold their points long, if they be to 
cut fiones. 

'J’Hat Iron may be hardened by Cementation with 
Salts, fothat it may ferve inftead of Steel, is now 
openly known ■, but the iron or fteel is to be kept in 


cementation as long as need lhall be, not with com¬ 
mon fait alone, but mixed with the powder of coals 
and fait of alhes •, then the Iron grows as hard as 
fteel, but fteel is rendered harder than it was be¬ 
fore. 

Point IV. 

Embroiderers may put any durable Colour they pleafe upon 
the Silkjwith which they work. 

TT maybe known, that Nitre, as being a depura* 
ted fait, will eafily induce colours, and conflantly 
preferve them, yea, exalt them, which many know, 
they efpecially who dye cloth with rich grain co¬ 
lours, as Scarlet, Crimfon, c re. when they add the 
fpirit ofNitre in the boiling, to aluminate it, (as 
the Dyers call it) the colour is wonderfully exalted, 
and made much more fiery, fo that it may be fold 
dearer than common Crimfon or Scarlet. This 
fpirit of Nitre alfo tingeth Afhes, Nails, or Hoofs, 
Quills, or Feathers, with a golden colour, butifthe 
Nitre be fixed by calcination, then it alfo equally 
exaltcth, but not into a red, but a Purple ; Dyers 
ufe Potters afhes for thefe Works, but fixed Niter is 
much purer, and rendereth the Work more beautiful 
than thofe impure afhes. 

Point V. 

They who Paint Glafs, by an cafie Work, may thence 
prepare all Colours or Enamels for Glafs, fothat there 
will be no need to have them from Venice. 

THE Painters of Glafs fometimes complain, that 
their fufory Glafs or Enamel will not readily 
flow, and that the Glafs which they are to colour is 
melted firft ; the Salt of the Earth being fixed, re- 
medieth this, if the colouring Glafs be mixed with 
it in a due proportion , and again melted, for by 
this means they will be rendered fluxible at plea- 
fure. 

Point VI. 

They who work in lTax , by the benefit of this, may 
whiten it exceedingly , and colour it as they pleafe. 

T Hat Salts with Water do whiten yellow Wax, 
being melted thin,and expofed to the Air, and 
often fprinkled with the Salt Water, is fuffkiently 
known, and wants no proof,but not better than fait- 
Nitre it felf. 

Point VI r. 

Printers alfo may add this fubjetl to their / >;ly, which 
will caufe it to adhere very firmly to the Paper, andren - 
der the Letters very fair. 

THat fixed Salts will readily conjoin Ink with Wa- 
4 ter, is not unknown, and none better than fix¬ 
ed Nitre, which alfo cxcelleth all fharp lixiviums, 
having a power of cleanfing Lead. Tin, Copper, or 
other Veflels. 

7-Z 2 Point, 
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(point VIII. 

ft is convenient for Clock-makers, or Watchmakers, if a 
Water he deft,lied from it , which folder eth Iron or 
Steel without fire, if a drop of that Aqua ••fort is be 
dropped upon it whence the Iron growing hot , it pre- 
fently waxeth foft, as if it had been foldercd in the 
Fire by the help of Copper. 


a ground being firfl laid upon the feathers, skins, or 
woods, that the Colours may remain and endure 
firm. Therefore the 11, 12, and 13 points are thus 
verified together. 

'Point XIV. 

Taylors may take out Spots or Stains , out of Woolen, Li¬ 
nen, or ftlkjGhrments, and reftbre their Beauty. 


I F an Aqita-fortis be deflilled from Niter and cal¬ 
cined Vitriol fNB- that there muft be no Water 
or Phlegm in the Spirit; and two little pieces of Iron 
be melted with it, (between which there mult be 
little Filings of Iron) then the Iron groweth hot by 
the Aqita-fortis, which adleth upon it, and the one will 
be joined to the other by melting, as if it had been 
done by the Fire. But he that will uPe that water, 
muft know how to prepare it himfclf, became lucli 
is no where to be found to fell- 


Point IX. 

'AH Smiths may by it harden their Files , and other 
Iron Tools , as durable, as if they had been made of 
the hard ft Steel. 

F ixed Salts being mixed with allies and powder of 
coals or fand, after that they have remained 24 
hours in a clofe Fire, do harden iron like ftecl j as is 
proved before in the third point. 

Point X. 

Tcwtcrcrs may harden their Tin or Pewter , and give to 
it an elegant whitenefs, fo that it will refemble Silver 
both in colour Find found \ neither will it cafily tarnijh ? 
and by reafton of its hardnefs , will laft longer than 
common Pewter . 

I F Tin be often melted, and extinguiflied in a li¬ 
xivium of fixt N itre, it is made harder than it was 
before; but if it be put to Nitre in Flux, and fuflc- 
red to melt in it; then alfo it will be more hard. 
NB. ButiftheTinbe reduced into Scoria by Nitre, 
.and the Scoria again reduced, it will be rendered 
harder and fairer, than by the two former ways.. 


Point XI, XII, XIII. 

Cabinet-makers may ftrike an excellent Blatk.upon Pear- 
tree, Cherry-tree , Box, Walnut-tree , and other bard 
Woods, which may be ttfedfor carious Works infteadof 
Ebony. Skinners or Furriers may dye their Ermtns, 
Fox-’skins. Wolfskins , and the like Furs , with a Jcar- 
let crimfon,or deep b Luff otour, far exceeding the na-. 
jural. In like manner Feather.dyers may fw fitly give 
any laftmg colour to their Plumes- 

7 F an ylqua fort is be deflilled from Nitre and Vi* 
1 triol, and a little filver diftolvcd in it, and Rain 
water poured thereon (for the weakening of the 
Aqua-fonis') then not only all hard V\ oods , are 
blacked by it, fo that they reprefent Ebony, but 
alfo skins and feathers are made black as a coal, 


O F fixed Nitre is made a Soap,fo fubtile and pure, 
that by it all Spots may be taken out of Gar* 
ments. 

Point XV. 

If Shoocmakers put old Iron to this ftbjrfi, they may there¬ 
with adorn their Leather with an excellent Blacky 

I F Nitre be diffolv’d in Vinegar, and old Iron lie 
fome time in it, it will make an Ink with which 
Hides maybe blacked with an excellent Black. But 
there is no need of Nitre for this ufe, for if Iron be 
put to Aqua Calcis, it efFedleth the lame tiling ; on¬ 
ly mention is made of this in Miracnlnm Mundi, that 
it might be manifeft, that this Univerfal Subject may 
be of ufe, to all and lingular Artificers- 

Point XVI. 

Weavers may render their Linen Tkreds ft fine and ftft , 
that they will emulate ft If. 

A LI Men know that the boiling of Thread in a 
ftrong Lixivium renders it foft and delicate,but 
feeing that fixed Nitre is better than a ftrong Lixivi¬ 
um, it will alfo perform this work better than any 
common Lixivium. 


Point XVH. 

Dyers by this may give fo firm and unchangeable a ground, 
to their Cloth , that the ftperinduccd Coloursfifiillnot be 
corrupted , or Jpotlcd by any Wine, Vinegar , Urine 
Pickles, Air, or Sun. 

I F the fpirit of Nitre be put into the firft boiling 
with the Alum and Tartar, for the aluminating 
the Cloths, it will give a permanent ground, as is 
already proved in the fourth point- 

Point XVIII. 

' f 

Potters may thence prepare a Glaffy Colour, not unlike to 
the Indian Porcellane, of which Vefiels may be made 
having the afpeft of Gold , Silver , or Copper, a fin- 
gitlar Ornament for "Noblemens Tables , hitherto tin-, 
known to the World. 

"PHe Glafing of Earthen Vefiels, that they may 
-*■ appear like a natural Metal, is an egregious art, 
but it doth not always fucceed, for the Colours are 
eafily burnt and deftroyed by too much heat, fo that 
noMetallick Vitrification can be difeerned. Vefiels 

there- 
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therefore, ought to be glafed not in a common Potters 
Furnace, but in a peculiar Furnace, that the fire may 
be oftner obferml. If the Vitrification be to repre= 
fent Gold, or Silver, or Copper, then Gold, and 
Silver, and Copper is alfo to be taken in this manner: 
Take one part of Gold and Silver, or Copper, Regu- 
lus of Antimony two or four parts, melt the Regu- 
lus and the Metal, pulverife them in an Iron Mortar, 
and mix them with an equal portion of Nitre, fuffer 
the mixture to be fixed in a Crucible, with which mix¬ 
ture the earthen vefiel is to be rubbed over or gilded, 
afterwards to be committed to a Furnace fit for this 
purpofe; if you proceed right, you will obtain a ve¬ 
ry beautiful Vitrification, as if the Velfel was gilt 
with Gold, Silver, or Copper, which will not vanifit 
or decay, and will far exceed in beauty and fplendour 
the Velfels which are gilt with thofe Metals,for thofe 
in procefs of timelofe their fplendour, butthefedo 
not as long as the leaft bit remains. 

'Point XIX, and XX. 

SoulMcrj Merchants, Travellers , Carriers , Fiftiermen , 
and others, who are much in the open Air, may of this 
prepare a Vann ft) in which they may dip linen Cloth, 
which will not permit cither slir or Water to pafs 
through it, with which they may defend their Boots or 
Cloths , fothat they may travel dry in the rain. They 
who make Tape (Iry, may reft ere their faint and faded 
1 Colours , fo that they jhafl he ft rang and beautiful. 

H Ere mention is made of a certain mixture in 
which if Linen Cloth be dipped and dryed will 
not permit water to pafs through, and it is done in 
this manner. There is nothing wanting in Linfeed 
Oyl, but that the humidity be taken from it, which 
always hindereth its dying; now to effect that, there 
is no better way, than to boil the Linfeed Oyl gently 
and gradually with the Flowers of Lapis Calaminaris 
or Saturn, (which are fublimed by Nitre) folong till 
the Oyl be tenacious, and gfoweth hard enough for 
this ufe- NB. That a Linen Cloth immerfed in 
this mixture, and IhiningTalk being finely laid upon 
it, may be coloured of any colour, which will very 
ftrongly adhere to it, and mayfervefor the making 
of Tapefbry. Therefore in this manner the nine¬ 
teenth and twentieth Points are confirmed. 

Point XXI, and XXII. 

Miftrefles of Families,may of it prepare fine Soap or Waft): 
halls, far exceeding the Venetian • Houfhold Maids, 
may with it fcour their Metalline Veffels, fo as to ren¬ 
der them neat and be ant ifttl. 

T Hat fixed Nitre will wafh and purifie Linen cloth 
beyond all Soap, no Man will deny, who com- 
prehendeth the matter, concerning which thing, the 
Ancients have written much, and not in vain, calling 
Nitre the Soap of the wile, but not for the wafhing 
of Womens Linen, but for the intrinfecal purifying 
of the imperfedt Metals: Their External Purgation 
may alfo be performed by help thereof, fo that the 
twenty fecond Point is alfo verified. 
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Point XXIII. 

Womenmay change the Yellow, Pale, or Brown Colour of 
their Face, and hands, into a beautiful whitenefs. 

T Hat an Egregious Cofmctick may be made of Ni= 
tre, calcined with vvhiteTalk (by which ill co¬ 
loured skins maybe whitened) is not to be doubted. 
For if Nitre fixed by the Regulus of Antimony alone, 
performed! that, why fiiould it not yet do it better, if 
it be conjoined with fome white Mineral Talk in the 
Calcination ? 

Point XXIV. 

Old Women may by an eafie way, take away the Wrinkles 
of their Face and Hands, as alfo the Corns of their 
Feet , and boil their Linen to fuels a foftnefs, that it 
Jhall come but little jhort of Silk. 

I X is eafie to verifie this, to wit if Nitre be fixed 
with Regulus of Antimony, and fet in a irioilt 
Cellar to run into an Oyl, which Liquor will be fo 
fiery, that if any hard Skin, or Corn, be often anoint¬ 
ed with it, it will fo foften it, that it may be cut away 
with a Pen knife, and afterwards other fmooth and 
foftSkin will grow in its room. 

'Point XXV. 

Gardeners by this fubjctl may deftroy all Inf eels, by mix¬ 
ing it with water, and pouring it into thofe places where 
they breed, for they will either die in their holes, or run 
out to die, becaufe they are not able to abide that fire. 
It alfo ripencth Fruits, if a little of this Menftruitm 
be applied to their Roots, at the entrance of the Sprina ; 
and if a large quantity of Hpples be well covered over 
with it, they may thence prepare a lafliag Wine, Vine¬ 
gar, or burning Spirit, 

I T is not to be doubted, but that fixed Nitre will 
kill all Worms in the Earth ; I have often triedit 
with good advantage, and found ittrue, in this man¬ 
ner • Many years ago, I had a Garden, in which was 
a Bed of Afparagus, which I covered all over in the 
Winter with Horfe-dung,to defend it from the Froft, 
which occafioned the breeding of many fmall Worms 
like Threads,[ticking to the Roots of the Afparagus, 
fo that they could by no means grow or increafe, only 
by reafon of the great quantity of Worms, which 
took away the nutriment of the Vegetable for them- 
felves. And once by chance throwing fome fixed 
Nitre expofed to the Air, and turned inco a Liquor, 
out at a Window into the Garden, it fell upon that 
place where thefe Worms were, the fixed Nitre was 
diilolved by the following Rain, and penetrated the 
earth; which done, the Worms in great numbers 
crept out of the earth, becaufe they could not abide 
that fiery Liquor, the Afparagus grew up in the fame 
place more plentifully and pcrfedly than before,which 
moved me alfo ro apply this Liquor in other places-, 
by this means the whole Garden was in a very Ihorc 
time freed from Worms. 
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(point XXVI. 

Bakers may ufe it in ftcad of Ferment or Teafi, if they 
dijjblve a few bops therein. 

I F pure Nitre with flower be throughly moiftened 
with warm water and fet in a warm place, then, 
by its own proper power and virtue, it beginneth to 
ferment, efpecially if fome frefli Hops be put to the 
water, by which alfo other things are promoted to 
fermentation. 

(Point XXVII. 

Brewers by its help may have very firong Beer, if they ex- 

trail their Hops therewith. 

\ 

I N the like manner alfo warm Beer may be excited 
to fermentation. 

Point XXVIII. 

Mead, and Metheglin, as alfo Beer, and Canary wine , 
which arc upon the iurn^ and growing fowre, may by 
this be rendred drinkable- 

A Ny kind of Drink, whether it be Canary, Me¬ 
theglin, or Beer, which eafily fowrc in Sum¬ 
mer, if you would amend them, toaTunof the Li¬ 
quor put about two or three Ounces of fixed Nitre 
put up in a Linen Rag into the Bungdiole at the top of 
the Cask, and let it hang down into the Liquor, then 
in a fhort time the fowre Liquor will be rendered 
drinkable. 

Point XXIX.' 

Comb-makers, and others who workjn Horn, may by this 
fo [often their Horns , that they may imprint upon them 
what Images they pleafe. 

T Hat every Horn, or Bone may be foftened, if it 
be fufficiently boiled in a Lixivium of Nitre, 
may eafily be apprehended •, which thing another 
ftrong Lixivium, not fo fiery as that of Nitre, will 
alfo perform. 

Point XXX. 

Keepers of Armories may preferve their polijbed Arms, cr 
Harnefs free from by anointing them over with 
this Sub jell. 

I T is credible, that fixed Nitre will preferve Iron 
from Ruft, feeing that it is equally contrary to 
Corrofives, with a Ample Aqua-Calcis which per- 
formeth the fame. 


Point XXXI. 

Bird-catchers, may by the help if this prepare [uch a. 
Birdlime , as will not be altered by Cold or Heat. 

I F a Spirit be diHill’d from Nitre, and Lapis Cala- 
minarisdilTolvcd init, and the Spirit again drawn 
off, there will remain a thick and heavy Oyl, with 
which the Glue for Wood being throughly humeCted 
and difl'olvcd, it bccomcth tenacious and vifeous, 
which will not be dried by the heat of the Sun, but 
keepeth its unttuofity in all Seafons. NB. ThatSpb 
rit of Salt, or Vitriol, alfo performeth the fame 
thing, if any Glue bedilfolvcd therein- 

Point XXXII. 

Sonldiers may by help of this prepare a fulminating powder 
from Gold, of which the magnitude of a Pea, put upon 
a red hot Iron Plate, will give a greater Clap, than 
half a pound, yea a whole pound of Gun-powder ; the. 
[me may aljo be prepared without Gold, by the addi¬ 
tion of Salt of Tartar and Sulphur, as it is deferibed 
in the feccnd part of Furnaces. 

A S for this point, it needeth no proof 5 for it is 
fufficiently known, that of © diilblved in Spi¬ 
rit of Nitre (in which alfo was diiTolved Sal Arraoni- 
ack) and precipitated with Salt of Tartar for Spirit 
of Urine, which is better) then edulcorated and dry* 
ed, fuch a powder will be made, which being put 
upon an Iron, Copper, or Silver Plate, and enkind¬ 
led by a light heat, fulminntcth more ftrongly than 
half a pound of common Gumpowdcr, concerning 
which, I have treated at large in other of my Writ¬ 
ings. 

Point XXXIII. 

Engineers, and makers of Fire-works , may perform ma¬ 
ny wonderful things, ly the help of this SubjcH. 

T Hnt common Nitre is ufed in the making of 
Gumpowdcr, and other Fire-works, wants no 
Tcftimony, being a thing every where known. 

Point XXXIV. 

Many new Works belonging to the Weavers, and Smiths 
Art-, may be made thence, which maybe Communica¬ 
ted to Neighbouring Countries, in lieu of which, mo¬ 
ney may be brought into a Country impoverijhed by- 
War. 

A S for this point, it is molt certain, that by the 
mentioned Subject, various Manufactures may 
be perfected, which thing let no Man doubt ■, but 
there is no need here to particularize; let it fuffice 
that I have verified (by the affiftance of God) thofe 
things which I have named, and propofed to explain 
in that place. 


Point 
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(point XXXV. 

// Keepers of Vineyards, pour a little of this Subject to 
the Roots of their Fives , they wilt have ripe Grapes, 
and new Wine fooner than the reft of their Neighbours, 
of which they may make a good advantage . 

P Lebeians, Country-men, Gardeners, Vine=dref- 
fers, andthelike, who are converfant about the 
propagation of Vegetables ; do fay, and believe, that 
Dung canfeth Fertility, and the increafe of things : 
But a Philofopher, penetrating farther into Nature, 
and who is a molt diligent Searcher of her Works, 
attributeth that to the Salt which is hidden in the 
Dung, and the matter it felf is nootherwife, for by 
digeftion in the Stomachs of Men and Bruits, the 
efi'ential Salt, as wcli of Animals, as of Vegetables, 
is tranfmuted into a Nitrous Salt,which together with 
the Excrements palleth out by the Belly, and is ufed 
byJMen for the propogating of Vegetables of all kinds, 
but another Salt which doth not participate with 
that, is feparated by another way, to wit, by Urine, 
the greatefl part of which Salt is acid, and contra¬ 
ry to the growth of all Vegetables, (although 
it carrieth along with it fome volatile Salt) it dc= 
ftroyetli, mortifieth, and taketh away from them the 
power of growing, yea. Life it felf, if they be often 
moiflened with it; but the Nitrous Salt recondcd in 
Excrements, on the contrary, vivifieth all Vegetables, 
and maketh them to encreafe, grow ftrong, and bear 
Fruit, which all men know. Therefore if it be pro= 
bable that it is not the Dung, but the Salt which is 
hidden in the Dnng, that caufeth fertility and en= 
creafe, it will be polTible, that an encreafe by fuch a 
Salt may be procured in all Vegetables equally as with 
Dung it felf, and indeed better, for there is Urine al- 
fo conjoined with the Dung; which if it be not for 
fome time expofed to the Air and the Rain, for the 
wafhing away that fliarp Salt, the Dung would a= 
vail nothing to the fattening of the Earth, which 
Country-men know, and therefore they do not pre- 
fcntly ufe their frelh Dung, but lay it in the Fields 
before Winter; Vine-drefl'ers in their Vineyards; 
and leave it there all the Winter, to that end, that the 
Rain may wafli out that fharp and hurtful Salt; and 
this being done, then at length they mix it with 
their Earth ; and the event teacheth them that this 
fattens more than Dung carried frelh out of Stables, 
and full of Urine. Therefore if I know how to 
make a Nitrous Salt, which is reconded not only in 
the Excrements of Men and Brutes, butalfo in Rain¬ 
water and common Earth, I may ufethis inftead of 
Dung, ( being firft purged from its contrary acidj 
one pound of which will perform more than an hun¬ 
dred weight of Dung ; yet in the mean time it con* 
duceth to that purjpfe, if a littleSheeps-dung be dif 
folved together with the purified Nitre, in Water, 
with which the Roots of the Trees are to be moiftened 
cr Seeds throughly wetted with the fame. And this 
1 have proved more than once, and found, that by the 
help of Nitre well depurated , an encreafe is moft 
powerfully and fwiftly promoted, yea, more than can 
be believed- NB. That I would have none under¬ 
hand me, as if common Nitre were to betaken, which 
is not at all profitable in thefe matters. 


< Point XXXVI. 

Neverthelefs Ain ft and Wine may be ripened after ano- 
ther manner in the Hogjhead , without this Art, fo 
that they who under[band the way may have alwaies 
good Wine, when others have it fowre , &c. 

'JT-iis is a very fair and profitable Secret in thofe 
places, where Wines, by reafon of cold, cannot 
come to maturity, but are forced to remain crude 
and impotent, which by this Remedy may be brought 
to maturity in the Hogfiiead ; fo that Wine which is 
eager and fowre, may be made delicate, friendly, 
generous, and durable. And although I here write 
nothing but the truth, and what I have often effe¬ 
ctually proved, yet 1 very well know, that but a very 
few will apprehend or believe it, which matters lit¬ 
tle to me; I am fatisfied, that I have verified what I 
have written in this point. 

<Point XXXVII. 

There remains yet another thing very profitable to Country = 
men. The juice of Apples or Pears being prefect out, 
by the help of this fnbjcbt, fitch an effervefccncy cr 
working is promoted, as Wine may be thence made , 
having the reltfii of the natural, and but little inferiour 
in durability and Jlrength , &C* 

I N this point mention is made how the juice of Ap¬ 
ples, and Pears, may be corrected, that it may be 
like-to Wine, keeping many years uncorrupted: 
which certainly is a Secret of great moment and pro¬ 
fit- Apples, when ripe, of their own accord fall from 
the Tices, everything hath its period ; what advan¬ 
tage may be made by this Art in thofe places, where 
a great quantity of Fruit groweth ; whether is it not 
better to make this ufe of them, than to leave them 
to rot and be loft ? I will do what lies in me, and not 
bury my Talent, that I may be rendered excufable be¬ 
fore GOD and the World, although that which I 
teach may not be received, as becometh it to be ufed. 
At length, after my Dcceafe, it will be obferved, what 
is hidden in my Writings, but the Phrygians were 
wife too late. Therefore I again affirm , that all 
things contained in this point, are purely true, and 
may be perfectly efFcded. f See Apology againfi- 
Farnner- ] 

( Point XXXVIII. 

Jf Husband-men moiften their Seed with this Menftru- 
um, it will fooner be ripe , and have larger and fat¬ 
ter Grains than ordinary : which being done, 1 will 
jhew by what means they may make great profit of 
their Grain, &C. 

T HE 35 Point confirms the truth of this, That 
Grain will grow the more plcnteoully, if it fhall 
be humefted with the Nitrous Water above-mentio¬ 
ned, before it be fown, but common Nitre is not 
here to be underftood. The other is alfo confenta- 
neous to Truth, which is written about the moft pro¬ 
fitable ufe of Grain, which none need doubt; for as 
yet more may be done in thac than I have here fpo-- 
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ken of, for without much labour and coft, by that wa¬ 
ter, every good and kcrnelly fubftance, as 1 may fo 
{peak, of Grain, is extracted, which Extraft may be 
kept for many years, as a Treafure of great moment, 
of which afterwards, at any time or place, (by the 
addition of Water of Hops; good Beer may be 
made, and Vinegar, and burning Spirit; it is alio or 
fuch a very Nutritive fubftance, that in cafe of neccffi- 
ty it may be ufed inltead of Bread, one pound of 
which will afford more nourifliment than two orthree 
pound of Bread made after the common manner. It 
may alfo be kept in Garrifons with great commodi¬ 
ty: Alfoit may be ufed at Sea , by thofe who fail 
to the Indies, and trade about in Ships, when they 
want Bread ; of which by the addition of warm wa¬ 
ter of Hops, may be made very good Beer, at any 
time of the year, for it is eafily and wholly dillolvcd 
in warm water. For this reafon alfoit maybe moll 
commodioufly carried from place to place by Armies 
in time of War, which in the Field, at any time, 
Winter or Summer, with the water of Hops, it may 
be boiled into Beer, and there is no need to carry the 
water far, becaufe it is to be found in all places ; nei¬ 
ther are Hops of any great burden ; therefore in one 
only Tun there may be carried of this Extract as much 
as fufficeth for the brewing of fix or eight Tun of 
Beer ; and which is more, by this means, wholefome 
Beer may be made in the Dog-dates , as well in Camps, 
as in Cities and Ships, without any fear of impedi¬ 
ment or future fowrnefs •, at which time good Beer 
is not otherwife made, bccaufc then it is wont pre- 
fently to grow fowre ■, and many other Commodi¬ 
ties are procured by this means, all which to declare, 
would be fuperfluous. Let what hath been faid 
fuffice- 

(Point XXXIX. 

J have yet one thing to add among my Wine'Arts, con¬ 
cerning Grain, and the Fruits of Trees and Shrubs, 
■which is to be received with Thankfulnefs, as a great 
Gift of God to Mankind, viz- It is found by indufiry 
and manifold experience, that from Rie , Wheat, Oats, 
Rice, Millet ■, alfo front Apples, Pears, Peaches, Cher- 
ries. Plumbs, Slces,Damfcens,Quinces,Figgs ; as alfo 
from Goofe-berrics, Mulberries , Barberries, BlackTcr- 
ries, Elder-Terries, and other like Fruits of Trees and 
Shrubs -, from all thefc , 1 fay , may be prepared with 
little labour and cofi, a Drink very like to Wine, both in 
tafte,fmell, and flrength,being grateful,wholefome, and 
durable, &c. 


I N this point mention is made, That of the Fruit 
of Trees and other Bulhes and Shrubs, a clear 
Drink may be made, which is alfo grateful and du¬ 
rable, being like to Wine in tafle, colour, and vir¬ 
tue ; which thing, although it may feem Grange to 
thofe who arc ignorant of the matter, neverthelels it 
is moll true 1'othat thofe things which are contain¬ 
ed in this point, may be boldly credited. For what 
lhould it profit me to write thofe things which I am not 
able to prove, it would only turn to my difgrace and 

detriment. For this reafon I have determined to 
have fuch a Laboratory prepared, in which not only 
the owners of Mctallick Mines (if they defire it of 
me) may learn the manner by me newly invented, 
for the compendious melting of Minerals, fo that they 
fhall yield more Metal, than by the known and com¬ 
mon manner> but will alfo (hew other Secrets, that 


the Magnalia and wonders of God may be made ma- 
nifeft, and We ftirred up to give Thanks to the 
Giver of all Good : Which Elaboratory fhall conti¬ 
nue open for one whole year, which being pall, it 
fhall again be flint up and ccafc •, for 1 purpofe not 
to render the whole courfe of my Life obnoxious to 
thofe great Labours, but at length to enjoy a quiet 
tranquility ; which thing I am willing that all men 
lhould know, that they may fpare me with their Let¬ 
ters, which it is impolTible for me to anfwer, much lefs 
that I lhould fee the Pcrfons, feeing that the burden 
of journying is to me altogether infupportable ; but 
whatfoever I may perform at home, 1 will not refufe. 

Q See for this point Apology againfi Farnner.] 

Here thou haft, benevolent Reader, a fundamental 
Explication of my Miraculnm Mnndi, (as for thofe 
lalt points, to wit, 16, 37,38, and 39, they might in¬ 
deed have been very commodioufly explained here, 
but bccaufc this is done at large, in a peculiar Trea- 
tife, entituled, The Profpcrity of ,'Germany ; there is 
no need to explain them in thisplace ; therefore what 
the benevolent Reader finds wanting here, there he 
fhall find it at large, to which I remit him) whereby 
it will appear to all men, unlefs to thofe who are 
wilfully blind, that 1 have not 2fcribed too much 
to the Salt of the Earth, as a univerfal lubjed, but 
that I have proved to the whole World, that every 
thing which 1 have attributed to it, is poilible, and 
plainly agreeable to Truth. But that thefc Secrets 
which I have proved, may be performed by the be¬ 
nefit of the Sait of the Earth, may not be done by 
other waics, and perhaps nearer, 1 go not about to 
deny, but do necelfarily affirm, that the mentioned 
Metallicks, as well as the Mechanicks, maybe per¬ 
formed after other manners. Only here it is verified, 
That the Salt of the Earth is defervedly efteemed a 
univerfal fubjeft, which no man will deny, nor will 
be able to refute by Arguments, fupported by truth, 
how wife foever he may feem to himfelf. Therefore 
let its vilenels offend no man, for the beft of things 
is oftentimes hidden in things of l’niall price. Where¬ 
fore all men erre, who attribute good to outward 
fplendor, in which yet it is not, but is only to be 
fought, found, and obtained in things vile, and of low 
efteem- jftott tljl.cf, Mlcbc orljcctoifc rljou totlt 
nchtr attain to any (Frafi. 

But here fome Man may objeft in this manner : If 
Nitre be a Univerfal Menftruum according to my 
praifes of it, it will thence neceffarily follow, that 
the ftone of Philofophers lhould be made by it, of 
which neverthelefs I have here made no mention. 
To obviate this Objection, I do indeed readily con- 
fefs, that I have not proceeded in this fubjeft, any 
further than thofe things which I have now proved ■, 
but without doubt it containeth in it fclf greater 
things, than are manifefled to me and others. 1 have 
made a beginning, 1 have ftrowed the way, let others 
follow me, and profeente the thing further, if God 
fhall grant it to them; as for me 1 am content with 
fmall things^ and do not anxioufiy, or follicitoufiv a- 
fpireafter the higheft. Yet in the mean time, this 1 
freely confefs, if I were not fo old as 1 am, I lhould 
not leave this Matter urelfay’d. It is not to be doubt¬ 
ed, but many men have fought the Univerfal Hone in 
Nitre, but what they have found, that themfelves 
know; and of this I am the more alTured, becaufe 
there Matter in the end of the Work taking fire, hath 
vanilhed like a Clap of Thunder; hence the ancient 
Philofophers have performed their work in Winter, 
left they lhould be hurt by Corrufcations; it is molt 


true. 
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true, and void of all errour, that a moft noble eflence 
of this fort, obtaining a power of expelling all the 
Natural Difeafes of Mortals, and of tranfmuting all 
the imperfect Metals into Gold cannot be prepared 
from an impure Metal,orMincral,noir alfoofGold it 
felf. Much lefs of viler and more unlikely things in 
which Fools are mifcrably Occupied, prodigally, and 
unprofitably wafting their Goods; but in my judg¬ 
ment, it Ihould be no other thing than a Concentrated 
Aftral lire, exalted by Art, into the form of a ftone, 
without any other Adventitious matter. For in the 
nature of things, no purer Eflence can be found, than 
fire, exercifinga very great power in all things, efpc- 
cially in Metals : For if we had not fire (I pray con- 
fider it) all Arts, and Mechanicks would grow cold, 
and be involved in the dark filence of CelFation. Arts 
were invented, and draw their Original from the fire, 
otherwife how Ihould Metalsbc got out of their Mine¬ 
rals, and prepared for ufe ? truly they would be of no 
ufe at all- Therefore the fire containcth more than 
can be believed. He that doth not know fire to be a 
moft powerful Element, knowethnothing, nor with¬ 
out this, can he find out any thing, neither by any juft 
right can he aflume the Name of a Philofopher. The 
fire alone, without the addition of other things, is 
fufficient to make Metals of ftones, and particularly, 
the beft Metals out of the vileft ftones, provided we 
know how to ufe it ; but univerfally,bcing concentra¬ 
ted into a ftony matter-, which laft although 1 have,, 
not experienced, neverthclefslhavcobfervcd, if (by 
the favour of the Almighty) a man could exalt the 
fire into a Corporeal fixed fubftame,he would certain¬ 
ly have a TinCture for men, and the imperfect Metals. 
But fome man may objed, by what way is this Crown 
to be obtained ? Truly by no other than by Divine 
Revelation. For the Secrets of God of this fort, are 
notfoeafily tobefoundout, nor will they be manife- 
Ited to Impious men, although the whole World is 
infeded with a foolilh madnefs, who doatingly think 
by force to extort Gold from thingsin which it is not, 
and one that hath underftanding of the fire and Me¬ 
tals, cannot diffidently admire thofe foolifh and dol- 
tifii Labours, which they who are Captivated by the 
hunger of Gold, undertake forthe making the ltone 
of Philofophers *, many being willing to afeend the 
Ladder, are presently follicitous about the upper moft 
Round, when notwithftanding they are as yet far 
from the lowermoft ftep : But this is a matter of a 
higher and more diligent fearch- In the fire, I fay, 
are contained Secrets of great moment, yea, info- 
much that fome Philolophers (among whom Plato is 
the chief) write that God is moft clearly difeerned 
and apprehended in Fire and Salt. Fire, and the Im- 
mortal God alone can make light of darknefs, which 
is granted to no Mortal to do'; without fire is dark¬ 
nefs and death : Without fire nothing can live, no¬ 
thing groweth orencreafeth. 

In lum, Fire is the moft Noble, and moft Potent 
Work of God in the whole Univerfe, he that know¬ 
eth how to ufe it rightly, will have need of no Art- 
Let the Benevolent Reader alfo take with him my 
fmall judgment concerning the great ftone of the 


'll 

wife ; let every man believe what he will, and is a- 
blc to comprehend. Such a work is purely the gift 
ofGod, and cannot be learned by the moft acute pow- 
ersof an humane mind, if itbenot alfifted by thebe= 
nign help of a Divine lnfpiration. And of this I af- 
furemyfclf, that in thofe laft times, God will raife 
I up fome, to whom he will open the Cabinet of Na* 
turcs Secrets, that they fiiall be able to do wonderful 
things in the World, to his glory, the which 1 in- 
' deed heartily wifii to Pofterity, that they may enjoy, 
and ufe to the Praifc and Honour of God, Amen. 


The EPILOgVE. 

I Doubt not but many Men confidering the great 
good that may be effected by the benefit of Nitre, 
will be defirous of knowing how they may attain it in 
great quantity, that fo they may not be forced to buy 
it at a dear rate; which certainly would be a great 
help not to a few who labour in the ure, and I could 
wifh from my Soul, that all honeft and pious Chymifts 
might be able to recover fome compcnfation for the 
Coals they haveconfumed without fruit- But feeing 
that I have made mention of the production or prepa- 
rationof Nitre, in a peculiar Trcatife entituled, The 
Prefpcrity of Germany; it isneedlefs here to repeat it- 
Blit this I will fay byway of prediction, that Nitre, 
being throughly known by my Writings,true Alchy- 
my, or the Tranfmutation of the imperfect Metals 
into better, will in a fiiort time be as common, as it 
was in Egypt long fince in the time of the Emperour 
DiocLefian i who could not overcome or fubdue the 
Egyptians , until he had by many Cruelties extorted 
their Books from them,which he burnt,and fo brought 
them under the yoke of fervitude- NB. That it is 
no wonder that the Tranfmutation of Metals Ihould 
have been fo common with the Egyptians only, feeing 
that Nitre is found in all places of the Land of Egypt 
and the famous River A hie isimpregnated with Nitre, 
which only by its overflowing (which it doth twice 
in a year) fofateneth the whole Country, that it is 
made very rich and fruitful in all things without dung; 
forthe Nile aboundeth with Nitre, as the Sea doth 
with common Salt- For at certain times of the over¬ 
flowing, viz., in the beginning, the inhabitants are 
wont to dig deep Pits, that they may remain full of 
the water, which being afterwards dried up by the 
Sun, Nitre is very Copioully prepared, as common 
Salt is made in Spain^ and other hot Regions. This 
therefore I was willing to difeovet forthe informati* 
on of the Reader i if he be wife, and God be propi¬ 
tious to him, he will believe that I have Laid enough ; 
but if not, an Explication ten times clearer will not 
help him. Therefore let it fuffice, that what is here 
defired, fliall be had in thofe Treatifes which are entb 
ruled. The Profperity of Germany, whereby a man 
filled with the Love of God, will be greatly de¬ 
lighted. 
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X H E 

CONTINUATION 

O F 

Miraculum Mundi. 

In which Nature is clearly laid open to the Eyes of the whole World; demonftratlng , that the 
chief Medicine of Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals y may be prepared of Saltpetre, andth&t 
Saltpetre truly merits the Name of an Uriwerfal Menjlruunu 


The PREFACE, to the READER, 


T His Treat ife, to which I have rivet: the Title 
of the Continuation of Miraculum Mundi, 
containcth four excellent Arcanums, which I 
doubt not, but will prove very profitable to 
the publicl\ The firft of thtfe I vffer to Countrymen, as 

Husbandmen, Vinc-drefftrs, Gardeners, and all fitch 
who arc occupied in 7 tiling and manuring the Earth, that 
they may learn a new Method of fattening and enriching 
their Fields and Gardens, without the uftal and cuftomary 
way of dunging, and thence yearly acquire a greater 
\profit. 

The Second, I give to all Citizens, Merchants and o- 
thers who have time and leaf ire, and abounding in riches, 
know not by what means to augment or improve their Gold 
and Silver . Which way 1 willjhew them, and how to ef¬ 
fect it after a much better and honeficr manner than put¬ 


ting it to Vjury,or incommoding or opprejfing their Neigh¬ 
bours „ 

The Third, I prefent to all Confcientions Phyficians that 
they may learn to prepare Salutiferons and Efficacious Mcz 
dicines with fmall charge, little labour, and in a fiiort 
time \ that (as becomes Chriftians') they may help and 
fticcoiir the Miferies of the fick , and acquire totbemfelves 
an honefi livelihood . 

The Fourth, I dedicate to all perfons of great Name 
and Authority, by the benefit of which, they may preferve 
their Health entire, and recover it when loft . 

7 he Omnipotent God givens his Divine Grace, that 
we may wake fnchufe of his fatherly bounty, as?naytend 
to the promoting of bis Honour,and the Love of our Neigh¬ 
bour. Amen. 


Arcanum I. 

Being a Gift given to Husbandmen, keepers of Vineyards, 
Gardeners , &c. 

A Lthough I had determined with my felf to re- 
ferve the Prefs, mentioned in the firft part of 
The Pro, [f erity of Germany, (by which the juice might 
be prefled cut of great Trees, the fearching after 
which hath wearied many Mens Brains) for the third 
part of the fame work *, neverthelefs, it feems good 
to me todeferibe it in thisTrcatife for the good of 
thepublick. And that chiefly for this reafon, becaufe 
the Omnipotent God hath now revealed to me other 
manners of extracting Salt-petre, in plenty, out ot all 
\\' ood, and that without a Prefs; and not only from 
Wocd, but alfo from all Vegetables, Animals, and 


Minerals, fo that by an eafie bufinefs, and in a Ihort 
time, without a Prefs and putrefaction, Wood, and 
Salt may be converted into Salt-petre : Ypa, in the 
fpace of three or four hours, every Vegetable, or 
Animal, as alfo Salts of every kind, may be fo tranf- 
muted, as that they pafs into a Fatt, fervid and ful- 
phurcousSalt, which afterwards by the benefitof the 
Air is animated, and converted into Salt-petre. Such 
a Salt, although it doth not prcfently conceive flame, 
and burn like Sait-petre, yet it is now brought to 
that pafs, that in the manuring or dunging of poor 
and barren ground,it doth the fame thing as the dung 
of any Cattcl is wont to effect- Hence by the fame 
Salt every pure Sand deftitute of all fatnefs, is quick* 
ly fo fatted, that it is rendered fit for the fovving and 
bringing forth Corn. Few will believe what Sale 
can perform, when fpoiled of its Corrofive force. 
Therefore Chrift faith not in vain to his Difciples, 
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Te are the Salt of the Earth. That Earth which wan- 
tcth Salt is dead ; nor can it bring forth Fruit: For 
this inverted Salt ferveth not only for fandy and plain= 
]y barren Fields, but alfo for thofe which are fruit¬ 
ful, that they may be fowed every year, and bring 
forth Fruit- Truly it is a great Gift of G O D» of 
which this ungrateful World is not worthy. It often 
happens, that a Husbandmaiij through want of Dung, 
is forced to let his Fields lie unfown, till he can have 
an opportunity to fow them -, but what a lofs is this 
to thofe who in the mean time muft pay the Magi¬ 
strates, Taxes, or Duties, for them, and yet make 
no benefit of them. Were it not better for fuch to 
poflefs only the Third or Fourth part of what they 
have of fuch Land as would yield him every year an 
encreafe. Certainly by this means, that Land which 
otherwife is fcarce able to maintain one Countryman, 
would be fufficient for the keeping of ten, if it were 
fatened after this manner by an inverted wood or fait. 
In like manner alfo Vineyards [ 'and Howards'] might 
be fo fattened, that the Labour bellowed upon them 
might not be in vain, but they might abound in Fruits. 

So alfo Fruit-trees, and Meadows, and Pafturcs, 
which bear but little Grafs, may by the fame Salt be 
Vid. Pro ft. amcnded , as to bring forth better Fruit 

Germ. p. 3. ar >d richer Crops of Grafs. But let this 
fufiice, concerning thofe things in this 
place, more (hall follow (God willing) in the Third 
Part of l he ProJperuy o/Germany. In the mean time 
the Plenty of Corn and Wine will be in part conl'u- 
med- But 1 doubt not but that this excellent Gift of 
God will be fought into by good Mailers of Families, 
be had in eltcem, and even from this time to the 
World’s end, be put to ufe for the promoting of the 
Divine Honour, and the well being of many Tliou- 
fandsof men. 

But the manner of exprefling of Wood by its 
proper Fire, and again of coagulating this acid juice, 
by the benefit of the fixed Salt remaining in the burnt 
Coals or Allies, into a Salt fattening of barren ground, 
or of reducing it into Salt-Petre by the benefit of the 
Air, is indeed an excellent and lingular Artifice, 
which rendcreth all unprofitable Wood highly profi¬ 
table and beneficial; yea, thefe are Inventions fo 
profitable, as the like hath been yet publifhed by no 
man- And this Invention is much better than that 
of reducing Wood into Pot-a(bes, in which all the 
acid juice palling away in fmoak, wholly perifheth, 
and is loft, and from a great quantity of Wood a 
very few allies remain, and out of them there is found 
but a little Salt (fcarcely the Tenth Part) fit for the 
fattening of ground, or to be turned into Salt-Petre. 
For it is not the allies, but the fait contained in 
them, that ferves to both thofe purpofes. There¬ 
fore this my method of extracting the juice of wood, 
and converting it into a good fait, is far to be pre¬ 
ferred to the making of Pot=aIhes of Wood. Nor 
doth this prefs ferve only for the prefling out the 
juice of Wood, where Wood is plenty, but it may 
be alfo ufed with great profit in Moorifh places 
where Wood is wanting, and which abound with 
Turf, which may be ufed inftcad of Wood. Forthe 
juice of Turf is equally fit with the juice of Wood 
for enriching of Land ; fo that no Country hath caufe 
to complain that the Creator of all things hath not 
plentifully provided it with fome part of that mun¬ 
dane Treafurc. Countries that lie high abound with 
Wood, and the low afford abundance of Turf. 
Therefore, as in Regions of an higher feituation, an 
unfpeakable quantity of Wood periflieth by putre¬ 


faction, and growing, and again rotting, ferveth for 
no ufe or benefit ■, fo alfo it is in places lower fei- 
tuated, with Turf, in which very often vaft TraCts 
yield not the lealt profit to any man, although in 
their inward Penetrals are hidden great Treafures- 
Seeing that it is fo in Moorifli and Marfhy places, 
if they arc overgrown with Grafs, and Beallsfhould 
be fent to feed upon that Grafs, what profit will thence 
accrue to men ? But if they (hall be invii oned with too 
much wet or plafhincls, (too boggy) fo that they 
are impaflible by men, they arc of no utility at all. 

There are Marffiy tracts which are covered over 
(or fwerded only with Mofs) which neither afford 
Turf, or nourilhment for Cartel, inafmuch as the 
growth of Grafs, and Turf fit for burning, is hindred, 
cither by too much Sand, or large Mofs. And yet 
thofe very traCls being prefled by Fire, yield a fer¬ 
tile juice, by which the neighbouring Fields (efpe- 
cially the Sandy) may be rendered fruitful- For 
thofe Moors or Marfhes contain nothing but that fat- 
nefs which the Rain-water hath collected from the 
neighbouring, high, and fandy grounds, and wafhed 
down with it felf into the Valleys, where it concre- 
teth into Mofs ■, whence of right it Ihould be refto- 
red to thofe barren fandy grounds, to fatten them- 
And by this means it may be brought to pafs, that 
great fruitfulnefs may be conferred on much defert 
and waftc Land, which brings no profit at all to Man¬ 
kind. What l fay, is agreeable to the Truth it felf, 
and perhaps in Procefsof rime, will be found moft 
true, and come into ufe in very many places. But 
at this time, thefe things feem to Country-men, meer 
Dreams, and far exceed the Capacity of their maul- 
ted Brains. But as every fat Marlh is able to fatten 
the adjacent, barren, high, fandy grounds ; fo the 
Ocean is the Univerfal Medicine, and nutriment of 
all high and barren Regions, through which it paf- 
feth, and by the fait contained in it, bellows upon 
them fruitfulnefs. Q F'id. Nat. SalUtm. ] Whence 
the incredible Providence of the Divine Goodnefs 
manifeftly appeareth, for which unceftant Thanks 
are to be given to the Almighty by all men, for His 
Fatherly Care, and great benefits never to be forgot¬ 
ten. But how the Sea-falt fatteneth, and maketh 
fruitful fandy-ground, which is deftitutc of all fat- 
nefs.Ihall afterwards be exactly demonftrated. Here, 
by the way, in the Defcription of my Prefs, for the 
prefling of wood, 1 was willing to mention this thing. 
How much better therefore is this my Art and In¬ 
vention of preferving the juice, and almoft the whole 
pondus or weight of the wood (the unprofitable 
Phlegm only excepted ) in thattranfmutation, than 
the invention of reducing it to Pot-allies ? For any 
manofUnderftanding may cafily fee. That in that 
open burning of the wood the noble Sulphur is con- 
fumed by the Fire, and can be of no benefit. But if 
the bnfinefs may be fo ordered, that the woodlhall 
burn, and not confume it felf in burning, but be con¬ 
verted into a fulphureous Salt, it will be a thing of 
great moment. He that knoweth how to perform 
this, hath indeed attained the fcope, and arrived to 
the defired end. Although a Coal be deprived of its 
juice, ncverthelefs it retains almoft the fame quanti¬ 
ty that the wood had, whereof it was made. One 
pound of fuch Coals being burnt, fcarce yields an 
ounce and an half of afhes, which allies afford but a 
third or fourth pare ofSalt, fit to be changed into Salt- 
Petre , or to fatten the Earth. Therefore it is no 
fmall Art to preferve the Sulphur of the Coals (whofc 
Virtues are great) and to convert it into fo noble a * 
Salt. Bbbs For 
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For the acid juice of wood being prelfed out, and 
reduced to fweetnefs, will effeft far more in the 
manuring and fattening of Fields, than any one can 
cafily believe. Hereafter, if I (ball lee it neccflary, 
Khali publifli yet more and greater things-, but Ilhall 
yet for fome time fufpend the publication oftheThird 
part of The Ptofperity of Germany, till I fee _ how 
things will prove; being allured that my Writings 
for time to come will be more grateful, than to 
this prefent Age. 1 will now enter upon the de- 
feription and ufc of the Prefs fo often mentioned, for 
the exprefling and again coagulating the juice of 
Wood- 

Of the Figure, Vfe, and Utility of the Prefs , by whofehelp 
the Juice is plentifully prcjfcd out of Wood , without 
great labour, fit for the making of Salt-Petre. 

The Form or Figure, 

F irft, Let a round Furnace be built with Bricks of 
the fame form with that in the firft Figure, no¬ 
ted with the Letter A. It mull be like a Glafs- 
makef’s Furnace, large at the bottom, and rifing 
round by degrees to a fmall point at the top -, in the 
top mull be a round hole, opening about a foot broad, 
by which the Wood maybe put into the Furnace. 1 o 
the hole is to be fitted a Cover or Stopper, made of 
the fame matter, with the Bricks, and burnt as they 
are, to fliut up the hole. On one fide of the lower 
part of the Furnace, is to be a door, by which the 
Coals may be taken out. On the other fide is to be 
a little hole, to which an earthen Channel or Pipe 
of about three or four cubits long, is to be fitted, in 
which the fmoak or fume of the wood, forced out by 
the fire, maybe condenfed into an acid juice, and may 
defbil into a wooden Vedel or Barrel, which is to be 
fitted to the Pipe , to receive the deftilling acid juice- 
See the firft Figure noted with pag. 13. at the begin¬ 
ning of thisTreatife. 

A is the Furnace or Oven wherein the Wood is char’d. 
B, The Cover of the Furnace. 

Q The Door at which the Coals are taken out. 

O’ The Canes or Pipes wherein thefap or juice of the 
Wcodis condenfed, and from thence runs into the Re¬ 
ceiver. 

E is the Veffel or Receiver into which the Vinegar if 
J I r cod runs. 

All things being prepared in the manner aforefaid, 
let the Furnace be filled with wood up to the top, and 
if the wood be not dry enough, intermix with it, in 
the putting in from the bottom to the top, lome dry 
Shrubs or Bullies, or fmall Faggot-fticks, by whofe 
help the wood may be the more eafily kindled- Af¬ 
ter the wood is kindled, and burns well, the hole in 
the top of the Furnace is to be clofe fliut with its 
Stopper, that there may be no exit for the fmoak, but 
that it maybe forced todefeend and feck its pallage 
through the lower hole, by the Channel or Pipe. 
Therefore when the wood begins to burn, and yet can 
emit no flame, the heat prefleth out all the juice, and 
forceth it into the pipe, in which, from the fmoak, it 
is changed into an acid Juice or Liquor, w hich deftil- 
leth by the Pipe into the appointed receiving Barrel- 
All the wood being turned into Coals, and emitting no 
more fume, the whole Furnace, wherefeever it may 
admit the air; ar.dalfo the hole to which the Pipe 


is fitted, is to be fmeared over with wet aflies, that 
the Coals in the Furnace being fuft'oeated or choaked, 
may remain entire. The Coals being taken out, 
may.be put to neccflary ufes, being equal in goodnels 
to other Charcoal which Colliers make in Woods. 
NB. I would have this underltood, of fuch wood as 
is of a pretty good thicknefs, and Lifters its felf to be 
reduced into Coals; for if you call into the Furnace 
Bullies or fmall Brufliy wood, to prefs out the juice, 
you will obtain only a Powder of Coals, which after 
the juice is prefted out, is to be left in the Furnace 
open (not fmeared over, as we taught above ) till it 
pafs into afhes, which is required for the coagulating 
the expreffed juice -, as fhall appear by and by, when 
we come to fpeak of its coagulation. NB- When 
you have no occafion for Coals, or cannot fell them, 
it is necelfary , that letting the Furnace be open, you 
fuffer them to burn to allies. If this operation be in- 
ftituted in a place where there are Hones fit.to make 
Lime of, it would be worth the while to fill the Fur¬ 
nace with a layer of Wood, and another of Stones, 
from the bottom to the top , wdiich Chymifts call 
Stratum Juper Stratum , and after the juice is prefled 
cut to open the Furnace, that the wood may be tur¬ 
ned into allies,by doing of which at the fame time the 
ftoncs will be calcined, and changed into Lime, which 
beingexpofed to the air, ( yet fo that the Rain cannot 
come to it)will fall to pieces into a fine powder.To this 
Powder, being mixed with wood-allies, the acid juice 
is to be poured, which was prelfed out of the wood, 
that thofe two contrary natures may mutually work 
upon each other, and well unite : in which operation 
the Iharp fpirit of the wood lofeth its Acrimony, and 
the fixed Salt of the wood and ftoncs is altered , fo 
that from both there procccdetli a contrary middle 
nature, and a fwcetcrfalt y which being long expofed 
to the air, draweth from thence a Life, and is 
tranfmuted into the belt Salt-Petre. NB. This mix¬ 
ture is fo to be expofed to the air, that lying under a 
Covering or Roof, and being open on the Ikies, it may 
be defended from the Rain, and nevcrthclefs attract 
the air. If it fhall be dried by the air, it mull: be moi- 
ftened again with the Urine of Men or Bealls, that it 
may never be throughly dry. If thefe things be 
rightly performed, you fliall have plenty of the belt 
Salt-petre, from this matter, in the fpace of a year 
and an half, or two years at the moil ; which be¬ 
ing extracted, purified, and boiled up, fliooteth in¬ 
to very pure Cryftals. The reft oftlic matter being 
again laid in its former place, under the covering or 
Hied, and being ordered in the fame manner, as be¬ 
fore, will in the fpace of two years produce new Salt* 
Petre, which may be extracted and boiled up as be¬ 
fore ; for that mixture ftill remaineth good, provi¬ 
ded it be moiftened with Urine when dry, as was 
faid. NB- He that defireth to acquire Salt-petre 
fooncr, after the conjundlion of the acid fpirit with 
the allies, and the precipitation and mortification of 
both, from that conjoined matter, by the pouring on 
of water, he may extract and boil up the Salt, and 
then difiolve the Salt in Urine, and digeft it by Circu¬ 
latory Velfels; by which means he may obtain the 
bell falt-pctre in the fpace of one year. This la¬ 
bour of prefting the juice out of Wood, and at the 
fame time of making Stones into Lime, may beufed 
in all thofe Cities and Places where wood and ftone9 
aie plenty. But if tills operation were to be infti* 
tuied in a Weed, there would be no need of a Fur¬ 
nace built with llor.c, feeirg that the Pile of Wood 
might he covered all over with green Turfs, after 
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the fame manner which Colliers ufe in making their 
Charcoal, only with this difference, that here mull be a 
hole in the fide, to which the dudt or pipe is to be ad¬ 
joined. The juice being prefled out, the pile or flack 
is to be every where well doled, that the Air may 
have no paffage, if you would prcferve the Coals. 
All being cooled, the Coals may be taken out and fold, 
or put to neceffary ufes, fo that the exprefTed juice, 
which being received in no Veflel, would have va- 
nifhed in fmokc, plainly cofts nothing ; but if you do 
not defire Coals, let them be burnt into afhes, that 
they may ferve for the coagulating the fpirit into 
fait, and afterwards by the help of the air, in a 
certain fpace of time tranfmute it into good Salt¬ 
petre. 

NB. It is here alfo to be noted, that the exprefTed 
juice carries along with it a fharp hot Oyl of a dark 
reddifh colour, which is not to be call away, but is 
to be poured upon the Allies together with the acid 
Spirit, that putrefying with the Salts, it may with 
the reft put on the nature of Salt-petre. But he that 
will may apply the fame to other ufes ; forafmnch as 
it is profitable for other things. Any Wood expo- 
fed to the Rain, or Handing in the Water, eafily rot¬ 
ting, being anointed with this Oyl, will be preferved, 
fo that it will not fo eafily rot, feeing that the water 
cannot adhere to the Wood, but is forced to Hide off, 
or is hindered from penetrating the Wood. Carters, 
or Waggoners may ufe the fame inftead of Greafe to 
their Wheels and Axle-trees, efpecially when it is a 
little thickened with Suet or Rofin. But the belt ufe 
of it that I yet know (if yon except Salt-petre) is 
todiffolve and boil it with a fharp Lixivium made of 
Lime and Afhes, by which it becometh a very hot 
and penetrant Soap, procuring fertility ; if a poor 
Tandy ground be fprinkled with the fame and moiftem 
ed : For it rendereth it very fruitful; which thing it 
doth not only in Fields, but alfo in Trees and Vines, 
infomuch, that one Tun of it avails more in the faten- 
ing of Fields, than ten Cart Loads of Horfe=dung or 
Cow-dung: And a Hogfhead, or Tun of this Soap 
may be carried into Fields and Vineyards, far remote, 
more eafily than ten Loads of Dung, which is carried 
to Vineyards fituate in Rocky places with great la¬ 
bour, and no fmall charge. 

NB. If this Soap be ufedfor the fattening of Vines, 
too much of it is not to be ufed at a time, leaft the 
Vines grow too fat and luxuriant; therefore its mo¬ 
derate ufe is required, which needs not that exact- 
.nefs in the dunging of Arable Land: Although in 
that an excefs brings damage, and indeed it is the ex= 
cefs of good things that doth harm- A Tree, or 
Vine being made too fat by dunging, grows luxuriant, 
and putteth forth more fruit than it can bear and 
bring to Maturity. The Wood it felf becomes too 
fatandfoft, fo that in the Winter it is eafily injured 
by the cold- Whence in all things a Mediocrity ought 
to be obferved. This Black Soap made of the Oyl of 
Wood, is truly a very great gift of God, in thofe 
places where Sand renders the ground barren. Hence 
the admirable Wifdomofour Creator appeareth, as 
it were thus fpeaking to us: Te rude,and unskilful men-, 
wherefore do you leave this place uncultivated ? Becaufe 
yon cannot fow it with any kind of Grain, I will that it 
[hall produce wood, and afford you a matter, with which, 
if you will , you may render it fat . For it is fufficiently 
known, that Animals, and Vegetables rotting, dung 
the earth, and render it fat; which thing even the 
Rufticks have now learned, that they do the fame 
without putrefying or rotting, when they cut down. 


and burn the Trees and Bufhes, which had grown up 
in the Fields, during the long time of the War, and 
fpread the Afhes on the ground, by which it isfatned. 
But that they know not how to fave, invert, and ufe 
with the Afhes for dunging, the acid Spirit, and hot 
Oyl , which vanifh in the burning, ought to feeni 
ftrange to none, feeing that no man hath hitherto de¬ 
clared it to them. Neverthelefs, I perfwade my felf 
that this way of dunging of Land, will come into ufe, 
in procefs of time, but I believe not quickly [here in 
Germany ] by reafon of that great quantity of grain 
which every place aflordeth in this time of Peace. But 
if hereafter, a new War lliould happen (which God 
avert) and the Fields fhouId lie many years untillcd, 
through the want of Men, Horfes, and other neceffa= 
ries, then I believe, and not before, this neceffary 
Art will be fought after. 

But what other things the faid juice of Wood is a- 
ble to effeft, we cannot here declare, by reafon of ouf 
intended brevity : Yet this I will add, that if this 
acid Spirit be rectified, it may be ufed in the prepara¬ 
tion of good Medicines, in Mcchanick Arts, in the 
making of many fair Colours, from the extraction of 
Metals, Minerals, and Stones, and for all things for. 
which common Vinegar is ufed-, yea, far more com- 
modioufly, becaufc it much exceedcth the common 
Wine, and Beer Vinegar in fharpnefs- And even it 
felf alone is a Medicine which cureth many incurable 
Difeafes; being mixed with warm water, and ufed in 
a Bath for walking the Body, is far more efficacious 
than thofe Baths which ifiheoutof the Earth •, efpe- 
cially in all Scabs, in Members relaxed by the Breach 
Palfie, Paralyps Gallic a [1 fuppofc he means the Ve¬ 
nereal Lues] in Fiftulous and ftinking Ulcers in the 
Legs and other parts of the Body. Alfo in the Gout, 
Stone, Cramp, ^Sciatica, Palfie, Difeafes of the 
Womb, and all forts of ficknefs otherwife to be cu¬ 
red by the help of Baths, which this Vinegar preffed 
out of Wood, far exceedcth in Salubrious Ver- 
tucs- 

The fame alfo doth the hot Oyl which is expelled 
by expreffion with the Spirit, which exerteth won¬ 
derful Virtues in curing thofe Ulcers and external nf- 
fedts- For which certainly, as a great gift, and to' 
be eafily found in all places, none of thofe who are 
burdened with grievous Difeafes, can render fuffici- 
ent thanks to the Almighty : But efpecially the Poor, 
who have not Money to buy Phyfick. 

NB. Here alfo it ought to be obferved, that thofe 
who ufe the Bath tempered with the juice of Wood, 
fhould before cliey enter into it drink fome fpoonfuls 
of this Vinegar. For this Vinegar by penetrating the 
whole Body, cafteth out all things fuperfluous and 
noxious to nacure by fwcat, and openeth all Obftru- 
dtions of the Liver, Spleen, and Lungs: And efpe- 
cially when the Vinegar is elicited from a Wood, or 
Herb, which is endowed with peculiar Virtues for the 
eradicating of thofe Difeafes. As for Example: The 
acid Spirit of the Vine, Beech, Birch, and the like, 
takethaway the Obftrudtions of the Internal Bowels. 
That of the Oak, and other hard Woods, cureth 
the Corruption of the Blood, and all Difeafes pro¬ 
ceeding thence, as the Pox, Leprofie, external Ul¬ 
cers of all forts, Scabs, Fiftula, and all open Sores. 
Alfo all Contraflures or Cramps, Falling-ficknefs, 
Apoplexy, and Palfie- So the Vinegar of Alii,Cherry- 
tree, Plumb-tree, Sloe, or Bullacc-tree, Medlar-tree, 1 
Arbute-tree, and the like Trees, which bear Fruits 
having Stones or Kernels, cure the Gout, and the 
Stone of the Reins and Bladder. That of Balfamiclc 
Ccc Herbs, 














190 


Part L 


The Continuation of 


Herbs, asSt- 7 <^"’s Wort, Sage, Paul 9 s Betony, or 
Fleuellin, Saniclc, Betony, Lung-wort, Liver-wort, 
Saxifrage, and other like, taketh away the internal 
Hurts of the Liver and Lungs, and all inward afFefts 
arifingfrom Blows, Falls, crc. So efficacious a Me¬ 
dicine is this juiceof Wood,that the moll coftly Gales 
nical Compofitions are forced to give it place. In ma= 
king the Bath one Pound of the acid Spir it is to be ad¬ 
ded to ten pints of water, and this quantity to be aug= 
inented, ordiminiffied, according to the condition of 
the Patient and the Difeafe- 

Before the ufe of the Bath, feme drops of the Oyl 
may beadjoined to the fpoonfulls of Spirit, which lo 
fortifieth the Spirit, that it more readily penetrateth 
the body, more forcibly accofteth the Difeafe, and 
the fooner expelleth it. In Gouty Pains, and in the 
ftone of the Kidneys, the fame Oyl being rubbed up¬ 
on the part with the Spirit, gives a relief not to be 
contemned- In brief, this juice of Woods and Herbs, 
if it be duly prepared and ufed, is able to fhame and 
confound all the Apothecaries Shops of Galenical Me¬ 
dicines, notwithftanding their proud Furniture of 
Painted and Gilded Glafles and Boxes. 

And 1 do not doubt but in procefs of time, that 
Phyficiaps out of a good Confciencc,\vill explode thofe 
unprofitable Coftions, and in their room inftitute bet¬ 
ter preparations, that God may have his due praife, 
and the miferics of the lick receive fuccour. 

For although this acid water doth not contain the 
Virtues of the whole Herb, ncverthelefs it is to be 
reputed and ufed as an efficacious water of Herbs, in 
Medicine, feeing that that which is ufed in the Shops 
hath very little virtue,as daily experience witnellcth : 
It being nothing but the pure Phlegm of the Herb, the 
chief Virtues and ElTence of the Herb remaining in 
the fuppofed fceces, although the water hath carried 
along with it fomething of the Smell and Taftc-Look 
upon any dry Herb, which the heat of the Sun or Air 
hath deprived of all its Phlegm and Humidity, and 
fee whether it be alfo deprived of its Smell, Tafte, 
and Efficacy. And although in length of time it will 
lofc all its Tafte and Smell, ncverthelefs its chief 
Virtues yet lie hid in it. Yea, although its acetum 
be drawn from it by diftillation, that an unskilful man 
would think that there remained no virtue at all in 
the remaining black Coals of Wood or Herbs, yet the 
moft efficacious Virtues yet lie hid in the belt Sulphur 
and Salt- And that great Virtue doth yet remain in 
the Coals, is not unknown to Rufticks, who in the 
Winter burn them to warmthemfclves, and boil their 
food, which thing they could never do by the P hlcgm 
feparated by diftillation. Thofe black and con¬ 
temptible Coals are of fo great vertuc, that they e- 
mulate the powers and properties of the moft Noble 
Creature the Sun, for which caufe they merit the 
name of Tcrreftrial Suns. For whatfoever the Aftral 
and Sydcreal Sun effedeth in the fuperiour Firma¬ 
ment, the fame doth the Terrcftrial Suns, viz.. Coals, 
which are its Vicars, alfo effect. The fuperiour rem 
dereth all things partakers of Life and Growth, the 
fame doth alfo the inferiour Suns- In the Wintertime 
when the Sun is far diftant from us, all the Vegetables 
of the Earth are as it were dead: In the Spring upon 
his return, all things revive, grow, move, increafe, 
and are nouriffied. 

Infedts thcmfelves which have hid themfelves in 
Holes and Caverns of the Earth to fly from Cold, 
and have lain as dead, do again come forth into the 
light. All which effects arc produced by the fuperi- 
our Sun- The fame things alfo theinferiour Sun can 


efFeift. For when Flies, Spiders, and other like In¬ 
fers in any Parlour or Chamber, to fliun the cold, be= , 
take thcmfelves to Holes and Chinks, and there lie as 
it were dead ; the firft heat they perceive by the ma¬ 
king of a fire in that room, recover their former life, 
and again creep out of their hiding places, as upon 
the Suns approaching us in the Spring- Yea, if in 
fuch a Room made hot, there had been beforerepofi- 
ted great Infedts, as Frogs, Snakes, Lizards, and the 
like, as alfo Herbs killed by the cold, they would re* 
vive, recover ftrength and grow equally as if they 
had been illuftrated by the Rays of the great Ele¬ 
mentary Sun- Therefore if this Contemptible Coal, 
which in the judgment of the unskilful is deprived of 
all its Juice and Virtue, can perform thefe things; 
what a Medicine think you may be prepared by the 
help of Art of fuch a Coal? 

Butfomc Putatious Phyficianmay here ask; who 
can prepare any Medicine from fo dry and infipid a 
Coal ? It can neither be difl’olved by the ftrongeft 
Corrofivc Liquor, nor by the moft intenfe fire, if no 
air come to it: of which, if the leaf!; Portion fhall 
touch it, it prefcntly concciveth flame, andisconfu- 
med, fo that nothing of it remains but a few allies 
mixt with a little Salt- And thofe Virtues which re- 
frefli all things living, and revive the dead, allpe- 
riffi by Combuftion, and vaniffi in fmoak,which could 
they betaken and preferved,might doubtlcfs afford a 
Medicine of great moment. To this 1 anfwcr: where¬ 
fore cannot fo great an efficacy be preferved, and u- 
fed for the making of a good Medicine, before that 
itvanifhcth by burning,and flietli into the air ? What¬ 
foever Philofopher is ignorant of the manner of die¬ 
ting this, truly he is a weak Philofopher, whoought 
to blufli in that he fetteth himfclf before others, and 
contemneth them who exceed himfclf in Learning 
and Science. He that knoweth not how to ufe any 
palpable and coagulated matter, before it be confir¬ 
med by burning, and vaniffieth away, by what means 
will he elicit the fame out of its Chaos, and con¬ 
centrate it ? But that the way of freeing this Noble 
Sulphur from its Bonds and Keepers, is not known to 
everyone, is no wonder. For it will not come at e- 
very call. Of all the Philofophers, there is none who 
more clearly and openly teacheth by what means it 
may be delivered from its Bonds, than Sandivogins ., 
who exprefly faith, Th.it this Sulphur lies hid and is 
held Captive in an obfeure or dark^prijon, and kept by 
very firong keepers. But that Salt only m the conflict or 
fight , gave him a deadly wound. No Man hath l'pokcn 
more clearly than this worthy Author- Therefore 
, he that knoweth not how to extricate that Vital vir¬ 
tue from its bonds, and how to ufe it in Medicine, let 
him read the above cited Sandivogius , who will clear¬ 
ly inftruct him. If he cannot learn of him, there is 
no reafon why any one fhonld labour to help him. 

1 will propofe the matter by a fimilitude ; a Man 
is compounded of three things, viz.. Body, Soul, and 
Spirit•, The Body is viiible, immoveable, grofs, ear¬ 
thy, and corruptible: The Spirit is invifible, movable, 
living, and nevcrthelefs mortal; But the Soul ofMan, 
which is his moft noble part, is immortal. 

In like manner, there is alfo a certain Anima or Vi¬ 
tal Principle in Vegetables and Minerals, although 
there are few who know how to extradt it. There¬ 
fore as in Man the Soul is the moft noble part; to 
which the Spirit is inferiour, and the Body the lowelfc 
orvileft; foitis alfo with Vegetables and Minerals. 
To acquire the Anima or Vital Principleofany Vege¬ 
table or Mineral, that fixed and conltant Anima is to 
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be feparated by the help of Art,from the grofs,unpro¬ 
fitable, and dead body. For as long as the grofs body 
adhereth to this noble Principle, fo long it cannot 
move it fclf in a due manner, nor demonftrate its no¬ 
bility, but is held Captive by its grofs body, till it be 
fet at liberty, by fome body who knows how to dif- 
folvc its bonds. Being freed from its bonds, and the 
grofs body laid afide, it can prefently exert its power. 
Therefore let this be the principal care of Phylicians, 
that inftead of a body dead, and deftitute of Virtue, 
they labour to attain the fixed and living Anima of 
Vegetables, that ufing that in the cure of difeafes they 
may perform far greater things than now they do. 

I have here inferted this difeourfe, only for this 
caufc, that 1 might Ihew that a whole or intirc body is 
of very little moment, and that that thing whereby 
any Good is to be effected in Medicine, is to be found 
only in the molt noble part, to wit, the Anima. 

And even, as in Minerals, befidcs a fixed and income 
bultible Sulphur, there is alfo found another, combu- 
ftible and fugacious: fo alfo there is found a twofold 
Sulphur in Vegetables,in the dcflillingof which, by a 
Retort, an Oil is expelled, together with the acid Spi¬ 
rit and Phlegm, which indeed hath its virtues, but can 
in no wife perform thofe things which that part re¬ 
maining in the black Coals is wont to effedt. For by 
how much a Medicine lhall be more fixed and conftant, 
by fo much the more do they enter and encounter long 
and fixed difeafes; fo on the contrary, fugacious me¬ 
dicines arc found lels efficacious in eradicating the 
fame. 

What I have faid concerning Vegetables, viz. That 
there is in them a volatile and fugacious fpirit, and a 
conftant fixed Anima ; the fame is alfo to be under- 
ftood of Minerals, which befides a combuftible Sul¬ 
phur, pofiefs alfo a fixed and conftant Anima. 

But whofoever knoweth how to conjoin the Anima 
of Vegetables with the Anima of Minerals , hath ob¬ 
tained a Medicine which is able, after a wonderful 
manner, to corroborate the Vital Spirit in Man. For 
the Anima of Vegetables and Minerals, are the Rays 
of the Sun coagulated, which necefiarily contain a vi= 
vifying or enlivening power, feeing that the fun ma- 
keth all things partakers of Life- 

And a man, if he only beholds the fun, or its Vicar 
the fire, the earthly fun, although he be in fome very 
deep and cold place under ground, where he cannot 
feel its warming and enlivening powers yet he fhall 
perceive his Heart to be recreated and ftrengthened 
by the bare afpedt of it: But how much greater a re¬ 
creation and corroboration would he perceive, if he 
fhouldtakethe Anima ofWine, or offome other Herb 
conjoined with the Anima of Gold, for the curing of 
his body, with both which it hath a great familiarity; 
for like rejoiceth in like, and defireth to be joined to 
it: And therefore it ought to feem ftrange to no man, 
that 1 aflert, the httmidnm radicale of the humane body 
may be augmented by the Anima of Vegetables and of 
Gold: For the Anima of Vegetables is nothing elfe 
but an eflcntial univerfal fait, which is found in all 
things. 

Seeing therefore that Philofophers confefs, that 
the rednefs of gold and whitenefs of filver may be 
encrcaled by its own univerfal fait, it is reafonable for 
us to acquiefs in the fame opinion, and to maintain it 
againft thofe that erre. A vifible and palpable de- 
monftration is to be credited. Neverthelefs 1 eafily 
perfwade my fclf, that this difeourfe of mine will not 
be credited by many, which I canjiot help. It conten- 
teth me, that 1 have written the Truth, and lighted a 
Candle to my Neighbour. 
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After one and the fame manner, of Wood of lit¬ 
tle or no worth, 1 have Ihewcd the making of Sale-, 
pet re , for Souldicrs , Gardeners, Vintners , and Hnsband- 
m *»,, fit for the dunging of Orchards, Vineyards, 
Fields, and Meadows; of commodious Baths, for the 
Sick ; of a good Vinegar for Chymifts and Apothe¬ 
caries, ncceiiary for many extractions- It now re¬ 
mains, that 1 alfo offer a Gift to the Owners of Mc- 
tallick Mines. If they fhall humeCt or moiften the 
Calx viva , or Lime made of ftoncs,iri the Prcfs, as vve 
have taught, with the Acetttm or Vinegar of Wood, 
they (hall obtain a chcapFlux, by which thofe hard 
and untraCtable ftoncs digged out of metallick Veins, 
may eafily be melted ; for the acid fpirit of Wood is 
fixed by the Lime, and converted into a fait, caufing 
an ca fie Flux. Neverthelefs, this fait will be of grea¬ 
ter profit to Husband-men, for the dunging and fat¬ 
tening their Fields ( for whofc fake I alfodeftribeit) 
than in the melting of Mineral bodies. Phylicians 
may ufe the noble and efficacious juice of Wood, for 
the happy cure of many incurable difeafes, and to 
their own honour and profit. This Vinegar of Wood 
being expofed in Hogfheads to the cold in Winter, 
that it may be frozen to Ice,the Phlegm only freezeth, 
but the fharp fpirit, with the Oil, is not turned into 
Ice, butremaineth in the middle of the Hogfhcad fo 
fharp, that it corrodeth metals like Aejna-fortis. if 
Princes and Great men would be pleafed to take care 
that the Wood in their Dominions f other wife rotting 
in the Woods) might be turned into Salt- Parc , they 
would do well, and it would not repent them of 
their labour, feeing there is a time at hand, in which 
Salt-Pare will be much wanted. 

There is yet another fecret, which for the fake of 
Country-men I ought to difeover, which will yield 
them no fmall profit; which is this: If Hop-poles be 
burnt at the ends which are to go into the Earth, and 
thofe burnt ends dipt in the Oil of Wood, that they 
may imbibe or fuck in that fatnefs, and afterwards 
fet into the earth, they admit no humidity or moifture, 
which otherwife they are wont to do, being every 
year diminifhed in that part which ftandeth in the 
earth. It alfo cometh to pafs, that they communicate 
their fatnefs to the vines and ftalks of the Hops to 
which they are joined, and render them more fat and 
fruitful, by this means affording a twofold profit, firft 
in preferving the Hop-poles from rotting a longer 
time than they are wont to laft. The other is, That 
the Roots of the Vines and Hops, drawing fatnefs and 
nourifhment from the bottoms of the poles grow the 
fafter, and are more fruitful. Moreover, thofe ends 
of the poles, in length of time growing rotten, yet 
there is no lofs of the Oil, but ftill the fame profit rc= 
maineth, feeing that thofe rotten ends of the poles 
being taken up and planted again in the earth with 
the Roots of Hops, they will afford them nourifhment 
for fome years, better than if they had been dunged 
with dung. In like manner, by the help of this Oil 
of Wood, ftrong and durable quick-hedges may be 
made for the fencing in of Vincyards,Orchards, Gar¬ 
dens, and Hop-yards, by which Beafts and Thieves 
maybe kept out. For this purpofe the fharp end of 
the ftakes fit for the Hedges, are to be put into the 
Fire till they grow black, and then whilft they arc hot, 
be dipped into the Oil, that they may well imbibe the 
fame. 

With thefe, being drove into the ground after the 
ufual manner, an Hedge may be made by planting a 
young fhoot or fet of Thorn, Crab-tree, c rc. all along 
between the Stakes. Thofe fets or fprigs, which 
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otherwife, growing but flovvly, are many years before 
they come to a requifite height and thicknefs, their 
roots now obtaining fatnefs and nourifhment from 
this Oil, arrive to maturity in lefs than half the ufual 
time, and become a thick and Itrong Quick-hedge be¬ 
fore the Stakes are rotten. Moreover, there is no 
danger of wild Beafts coming into thofe places where 
the Hedge flakes are imbrevved with this Oil, feeing 
that wild Bealls Ihun all ftrong odours, and dare not 
approach them- If you fhall imbibe Hempen-Cords, 
or fuch as are made of the Bark of Trees twilled to= 
gether with Grafs, with the faid Oil, and then bind 
them about Fruit-trees, it will hinder the creeping 
up of Spiders, Ants, or Pifmires, Palmer or Canker- 
Worms, and other the like Infedts, which are wont 
to damnifie Fruit; inafmuch as thofe Infedts plainly 
abhor fuch hot Oils. By this means alfo may Rats and 
Alice be hindered from creeping itp Hovcl-fofis,and devou¬ 
ring the Grain. 

There is yet another manner of promoting the dun* 
ging of Fields, and the happy growth of Seeds, and 
not only thofe Fields which are lean and fandy, to 
which Cow-dung may beufed, but alfo thofe which 
are hard and craggy, in which neither fand nor any 
dull of Earth is found. 

Butin making manifell this Artifice to the whole 
World, my intention is not that the World fhould 
thereby be inriched with great profit, as I have cm 
deavoured bydeferibing the manner of Dunging poor 
Sandy Land, by the acid juice of Wood. My Scope 
or end is only this, That every man may fee and con * 
fider how many wonderful things may be effedted with 
wood and Ihrubs, which are every where found in 
great quantity, and neverthelefs arc of no ufe 01- 
profit- 

Who would credit any man, affirming, that it 
might be effedted, that not only Grain, but all forts 
of Trees, and excellent Vines fliould grow in any hard 
and naked Rock, without the addition of any Earth 
or Dung? Truly, 1 believe that there is no man in 
the World, to whom this will feem likely. This 
will more amaze FVww/'', with his whole Crew, than 
my Miracnlnm Mnndi did. Yet becaufe the thing 
may be done, 1 cannot forbear to divulge the Artifice, 
only to this end, that I may fubjedt the Divine Won¬ 
ders to the eyes of the blinded World. But yet it 
cannot be, but that it will be profitable in many 
places, in thofe efpecially which lie near Rivers, and 
afford Wine •, fuch are thofe which lie upon the 
Mane, Mofell , Ncckcr , Rhine, Danube , and other the 
like Rivers, where great and craggy Mountains fre¬ 
quently occurr s in which having the heat of the 
Sun all the day. Vines might be commodioufly plan¬ 
ted, if ’Earth and Dung could be carried thither. 
Certainly Vines grow no where better than in Rocks 
and Craggs, into whofe clefts and cracks they infi- 
nuate their roots, that they may thence attract to 
themfelves nourifhment, which few other Plants are 
wont to do : And becaufc for the mofl part much 
Wood grows about fuch Rocks, it would be worth 
while to prefsout its juice, by which the hard[Rock$ 
might be reduced into a foft Dull, fit for the Re¬ 
ception of Vines, which might be performed by this 
operation which neverthelefs would not be neccfia- 
ry to undertake, but for the manifeflingofthe won¬ 
ders of God to the unskilful, and fhewing that fuch 
things may be done- If any defireth to plant in a 
place of this fort, in which Vines or Trees growing 
freely in rocky and llony places, as Cherry'tress, 


1 Plumb-trees, Service=trees, and others, bearing Fruits 
which have Stones •, at the beginning, a little hole is 
to be cut in the Rock by the help of Mafons Tools, 
which is to be filled with the Vinegar of Wood; 
which being done, the hole is to be covered to keep olF 
the Rain. After fome daies, let him fee whether 
the Vinegar hath infinuated it felf into the Rock, and 
again fill up the hole with frefh Vinegar, and cover it 
with a Stone, as before. And this Labour is to be 
repeated in the Summer time fo often, till the Rock 
hath drunk up much Vinegar, and be thereby fo foft- 
ned for the fpace of an Ell in length, breadth, and 
depth, that it may be eafily dug up with a lharp In* 
flrument, and become a great hole ; the matter dig¬ 
ged out is again to be call into the hole, and to be 
again filled with the Vinegar of Wood, and covered 
with flones, and fo left till all the matter grows fo 
foft, that it may be crumbled to pieces with the fin¬ 
gers. And in the Autumn, when Trees have loft 
their Leaves, or in the Spring, before the Leaves 
come forth, viz., in the Month of March, Vines or 
Trees are to be planted in the matter contained in 
the hole, and the matter to be trampled clofc down 
about their Roots, then all to be wetted by the 
pouring on of Water, and the event to be commit¬ 
ted to God. So the Vines or Trees grow as well 
as if they had been planted in other manured ground. 
The reafon is this ■, Becaufe the Rocks conlifling not 
of Sand, but of flones, fit for the making of Lime, 
do contain much Salt-Petre, as alfo the acid juice 
of Wood, partaketh of the lame nature, this, by 
corroding the Rock, dillolveth the Salt-Petre in the 
llone, and fetteth it free, and at the fame time lofeth 
its own corrofive Acrimony, fo that it cannot hurt 
the Roots of Vegetables, but is like to Cow-dung or 
rather better, for it fatteneth and nourifheth the 
Roots better- Therefore a Tree or Vine planted 
after this manner in a Rock, if it lhall once put 
forth, afterwards dieth not, but the Roots infinua- 
ting themfelves into the Clefts of the Rock, feek 
their own nourifhment. Neverthelefs every Winter 
when the Leaves are fallen off, fome of that acid juice 
is to be poured to the Trunk of the Tree or Vine, 
that during the Winter, it may again foften fome 
Portion of the ftone, which will afford new matter 
of nouriihmcnt to the Roots. And by thus affufing 
of frefh juice every year, there will be no need 
of Earth or Dung, feeing that the Stone is 
changed into earth and dung by the juice of the 
wood. 

Although this Arcanum will feem a thing impoflible 
to many, yet it is mofl true, of which, if any will 
make trial, he may eafily do it in this manner: 
Let him get a ftone which doth not corillftof fand, 
butof fuch of which Lime is made, which being ex* 
pofed to the Sun, let him pour upon it the acid Li¬ 
quor of Wood ; which when the ftone fhall have well 
imbibed or drank in, let him pour on more, and le- 
peat this labour fo often, till the ftone be rendered 
fo foft, as it may be rubbed to powder between the 
fingers. In this matter, rubbed or ground fmall, let 
him fow any Seed, which will fprout forth thence, 
as if it had been fowed in any good earth : The 
reafon we have already declared, viz. becaufc the 
ftone is converted into earth, having its own Salt 3 
Petre, or proper Dung in it felf, ar.d moreover, chan¬ 
ging the juice of wood into Salt-Petre. He who 
rightly underftandeth and follovveth my Dodtrine, 
and fhall fet about the Work with diligence , will 
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without doubt attain his end. But if he tries with 
a Sandy ftone, he will effect nothing. For ftones of 
thisfortwanta nourilhing Salt, and they wholly re 
fufe folution by the Liquor of Wood,To far are they 
from imbibing, coagulating, and changing it into a 
DungySalt. But" after the following manner any 
one may prove, that natural Salt-Petre may be made 
of the ftones of which Lime is made, and the juice of 
Wood. Let him take fome pieces of this fort of 
Lime-llonc, not yet burnt (for when burnt, it is much 
more facile, as I have taught) and immcrgc or dip 
them all over in the Vinegar of Wood, and dry them 
in the heat of the Sun, or fome other warm place, and 
let him repeat this labour fo often until they be fo foft 
that they may be rubbed or ground to pieces like 
Earth. From this ground matter extract the Salt 
with Rain-water, which will be plainly like to Salt- 
Petre. So of the Stone is made Earth-, of the Salt of 
that Stone, and the Vinegar of Wood, Salt-Petre; or 
a fait equally ferving with the Dung of Cows or Sheep, 
for the dungingof all Vegetables- 

Nevcrthclefs we have not written thele things to 
that end, as if it were ncceffary to plant Rocks with 
Vinc«, by the help of the Vinegar of Wood. Our 
purpofe is only to fet forth how the great efficacy of 
the juice ofWood may be known,and how by its help, 
fertility may be procured even to the hardeft Rocks, 
which being hitherto unknown and unheard of, my 
diligent fcarch and enquiry hath now broughtto light. 
Let it not feem abfurd to any, that 1 aferibe fo great 
power to theVincgar of Wood ; fdreommon Vinegar 
doth the fame thing in foftening of hard Rocks: Why 
then fhould not this acid juice ofWood doit, which 
far exceeds the common in ftrength and fharpnefs ? 
It isfaid, that Hannibal made a paffage through the 
Hips for hinifelf and his Army, foftening the Rocks 
by the benefit of Vinegar -, what Vinegar that was, 
Hiftories do not mention- Perhaps it was the Vine¬ 
gar of Wine ; but if he had had the Vinegar ofWood, 
he might fooner have attained his defire. 

This Hrcannm, without doubt, will give occafion of 
finding out many other profitable things, by the help 
of this Vinegar. 1 have opened the way, let another 
come, who by fearching further may enlarge it, that 
thereby fome perfection may the fooner be acquired. 
There are many things lie hidden in Nature, which 
through our doth and negligence not being fought 
after, yield no profit to Mankind- But I doubt not 
but time will produce fedulous men, who will make 
a further progrefs in this Vinegar, fo that much pro-- 
fit may redound from it. 

There is found another kind offfones, which for 
the molt part is ufed for the building of Houfes, 
which being foft, is eafily cut,fo that fteps or flairs. 


utility thereof. The Circulatory Vcffels in which the 
juice of the wood, and all the falts of the Air are anb 
mated by an unccil’ant motion, and converted into 
Salt-Petre, 1 will not divulge at this time, but referve 
them for my felf and my Friends. [ Tlnje are de¬ 
ferred in the Third Part of The Profpcrity of Ger¬ 
many. ] 

In the mean time this excellent Art will not fleep, 
but will be exercifed in many places- Now whom¬ 
ever fhall need the fame, he will know what is to 
be done. For I have determined to beflow the fame 
for the good of my Neighbour, left it fhould be buried 
with me in oblivion- 

I have alfo an Artificial Invention ( which is taught 
m 'I be Profpcrity of Germany ) of turning commonfalt 
in the fpace of a few hovrs, fo that it fhall be plainly 
like Salt-Petre, for the enriching of poor,lean fields; 
and yet an hundred weight of it will fcarce coft a DoU 
ler (which is about 4 s. 6 d.) Which is indeed a fin- 
gular Gift of God inthefe lall times, which will be 
highly profitable both to the Rich and Poor, in all 
places of the World. For if the Culture ofWine and 
Corn fhall every where become better, and more pro¬ 
fitable, by the help of this Art, it cannot be, but that 
all men will receive profit, and obtain a more com¬ 
modious way of living. 

For by this Art, not only all Fields, whether they 
have lately brought forth Fruit, or whether they have 
lain fallow, and for fome time brought forth nothing, 
are brought to that condition, that they may bear 
Fruit every year: but alfo barren places,which would 
never bring forth any Fruit, are rendered fertile; 
and fit to bear Fruit; fo that no place can be found in 
the world, how barren foever it be, which by this t»e- 
dwm may not be rendered fertile. Moreover, this 
Art is to be greatly eftccmcd, bccaufe by it ground 
may be fattened in thofe places where no Cattel are 
"ound, and therefore afford no dung ; feeing that hi¬ 
therto no other than the ordinary way of dunging 
lath been known- 

So alfoin places far remote from the Dwellings of 
men, to which Dung cannot be carried, this Art may 
oc exercifed with great profit •, efpecially when Dung 
is difficult to be procured, or colls dear, and is not 
carried to thofe remote places without great charge, 
'or which reafon they cannot be tilled, but are forced 
to lie uncultivated- 

Seeing that one Hogfhead of my fattening Salt can 
effed more than fome Cart-loads of coipmon Dung: 
Nevcrthclefs this is to be noted, That when any Field 
dunged with the faid fait, is to be fowed with Corn, 
the feed is firfl to be macerated or flccpcd for one 
night in water, in which that fait is diflolved. For 
being fo prepared, it will grow falter than if it had 


and Window-frames are made of it. It is tobere- been committed to tffie Earth, without any foregoing 


duced by the help of Fire into a Calx of a white,afhy, 
and reddiffi colour; it alfo refufeth to be melted; 
nor is it like to Sandy ftones, but is Partaker of both 
natures, and contains much Salt-Petre. But neither 
by its redu<flion into a Calx, nor by the pouring on 
of water, can it be extorted from them, except it be 
firfl prepared after a fingular manner, for then it 
yields to water; concerning which thing 1 have writ¬ 
ten a peculiar Treatifc, which God willing (hall fhort- 
iy come forth- There are whole Mountains of this 
fort of ftone, containing a great Treafureof Salt- 
Petre, which hath hitherto been known to none- 
Thefefew things 1 was willing to offer to Coun¬ 
try-men, concerning the preffing of wood, and the 


maceration. 

Confider, when the Souldicrs have taken away tho 
Horfcs and Carts, carried away the Oxen, devoured 
the Cows and Sheep, and wafted the whole Country, 
by what means fhall the walled Fields be dunged 
and reftored to the Husband-man, that returning to 
their former fruitfulnefs, he may reap from them the 
expeded Fruit- 

Indeed, in time of Peace, when Horfcs and Oxen 
abound both for the ploughing of the ground, and 
making of Dung, Dung is alwaies of worth, there 
never being too much of it, and therefore this my 
Invention may bring not a little profit- Whence 
it may be of a far greater advantage in thofe pla- 
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ccS) where (by the Divine permiffion) thofe Lo= 
cults have eaten up all things. Ought we not then 
to receive fo excellent a Gift of God with all T hank* 
fulncfs ? 

The Omnipotent GOD give tons all His Grace,that 
ivc may Jhttn all temporal and carnal Security , as the 
deceitful fnarc of the Devil, and feefafur that which 
is eternal, conftant, and perpetual. Amen- 


Avcanum II. 

Bern a Giftpre/ented to rich Merchants, &C- that they 
may improve their Money and Tftatcs without V- 
fury. 

A Ltnough 1 had determined to treat of this -Ar¬ 
canum, with other excellent ufes of Salt-Petrejn 
the emendation of Metals? in the Third Part of l he 
Frofpcrity of Germany ; yet for certain reafons I have 
deferred thepublilhingof that Book for fome time; 
but confidering my profitable Inventions of making 
Salt-Pctre , and not doubting but that there will be 
found men who will put Salt-Pctre to better ufes than 
that of making Gun powder, I could not forbear 
here to deferibe one good and profitable ufe of 
the faid fait in the emendation of Metals,which is free 
for any boldly to experience, feeing that I have 
written the very Truth. He that lhall follow the 
fence of my words, and hath fome skill in metal- 
lick Labours, will not lofe his pains, but will thence 
reap no contemptible profit. But if any man would 
perfwade himfelf that fucb a work is to be done with* 
out labour and trouble, and great Malles of Gold to 
be obtained with idlencfs, he will be greatly decei¬ 
ved, not confidering that this requires his putting 
his hand to the plough, and ufing great diligence. 

I have deferibed the following Operation openly 
and clearly; affirming, that it will fuccecd to the 
Operator, according to my defeription. If any 
lhall erre in the performance, let him blame him- 
felf and his own ignorance, and not me- For in this 
procefs all things are plain, and to be underftood ac¬ 
cording to the Letter, and may alfo be performed 
by an eafie imitation. 

The wanner of the Operation. 

R. of Copper one part, of Gold or Silver two parts, 
and of Regains Mart is three parts, all which melt to= 
getlier in a good and welhcovered Crucible, taking 
great heed that no Coals fall into the Crucible and 
darrupt the Work- All being melted, and the cover 
taken off, yet warily that no Coals fall into the Cru* 
ciblc, call in as much Salt-Pctre, well dried and pow¬ 
dered, as there is of Copper and Regnlus in the 
Crucible, to the melted matter, and again cover the^ 
Crucible, with the fame caution about the Coals,which 
fo put about the Crucible, that they may not lie upon 
its Cover, but it may be at liberty, to be commodi- 
oufiy lifted up with the Tongs for the infpe&ingthe 
Mafs in the Crucible- For if the Fire fiiould be too 
great, the Salt-petre would boil over the Crucible, 
and inferr lofs. And this may eafily happen, feeing 
that the Salt-Pctre entring and working upon the Re¬ 
gains and Copper, fwelleth and rifeth up- Where¬ 


fore it is necefiary, that this Work ffiould be done 
in fuch a Furnace, as I have deferibed in the Fourth 
Part of my Furnaces, having its doors, by which the 
Fire may be governed, and rendered ftronger or 
weaker. 

After that the Salt-.Petre hath imbibed the Regains 
and Copper, and turned them into a reddiffi Scoria , 
which is wont to be done in the fpace of a quarter or 
half an hour, the lower door being opened, the upper 
one muft be fiiut, that the Fire becoming ftronger, 
may melt the Scoria , till they flow like water; which 
when you fee, by lifting up the Cover a little, re¬ 
move the Coals about the upper part of the Crucible, 
and take off the Cover, and having taken good 
hold of the Crucible with your Tongs, lift it 
out of the furnace, and pour out the melted 
matter into a melting Cup or Cone, f Such a one is 
deferibed ly its Figure in the Fourth Part of Furnaces. ] 
being firft heat, and well fmeared within with Wax ; 
in the bottom of which, when cold, there will be a 
Regains of pure Gold, which being freed from the 
Scoria, will be fo much encreafed in weight, as it 
hath attracted from the Copper and Regains Martis, 
which will be the fiftieth part of the weight of the 
Gold. 

The red Scoria, which have a fiery tafte upon the 
Tongue, contain the SaIt=Petre, Copper, and Regains 
reduced into a Scoria; which if you would feparate 
from the Salt-pctre,as foon as you have parted it from 
the Regains, put it again into the Crucible in the Fur¬ 
nace, put a Coal to it in the Crucible, which being 
well covered, let it again flow well for a quarter of an 
hour. In this Operation, the Coal or Coals put to 
theMctals, viz,, the Copper and Regains of Antimo¬ 
ny, will feparate them by precipitation from the Salt¬ 
petre, fo that they will become a Regains together, and 
the fixed Salt-Pctre will be feparated, and reft upon 
the from which being cooled, it may be re¬ 

moved by knocking it off. If the operation be rightly 
performed, you will recover almoft all the Regnlus 
and Copper : but little alfo of the Salt-Pctre is loft, 
which hath now put on another nature, becomes fixt, 
and anfwcreth in virtue to the fait of Tartar. 
NB. Becaufc thofe Scoria cannot be fo perfectly re¬ 
moved from the Salt-Petre by the Coals, but it ftill 
retaincth fomewhat of the Copper and Regains, which 
the Coals could not precipitate ; they may be kept in 
fome warm place, left they be dillolvcd by the air, 
till you have a quantity of them ; which being redu¬ 
ced by burning Coals, may yield their Metal- Of 
which more ffiall be faid anon- 

This Labour, although it fquares not with the ca= 
pacity of the rude and unskilful, neverthclefs it is 
cafic to be done by thofe who have any knowledge in 
the melting of Metals. But all the manners of opera¬ 
ting cannot be fo accurately delivered, that every 
unskilful man fhould prefently be rendered capable 
of underftanding them ; I write the Truth openly, 
and he that well underftandeth me, may rejoice with 
profit. 1 write not to unskilful Tyro’s, but only to 
thofe who know how’ to handle Metals in the Fire. 
It may be here asked, Whether this augmentation of 
the Gold, arifeth from the Copper, or from the 
Regalas of Antimony ? I anfwer, from both, but 
more from the Copper than from the Regains. For 
there is no Copper or Antimony found, from which 
Gold is not elicited after the aforefaid manner, feeing 
that there is in both an invifible and fpiritual Gold, 
neverthelefs one containeth more than another; and 
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being melted with Gold, give it forth to the fame, 
which alfo attradleth it. Therefore as often as 
Copper, and Regulus of Antimony, and SaJt-petre 
lhall be melted together with Gold, fo often will the 
Gold receive an encreafc ; fo that this Labour being 
repeated eight or ten times every day, there will be 
an augmentation of the Gold not to be contemned, 
for befides all the Colt, it will afford the daily Gain of 
one Floren out of an hundred. ( A Floren is 2 s. m 
Germany, about two and twenty pence value in our Mo¬ 
ney, ) This is certainly a profit to thofe who will put 
their Money to Ufury, much more honourable and 
fafe than their trufting it in the hands of others. 

But feeing that this Labour is to be performed in 
Crucibles, (and that too in large ones, if the gain 
aforcfaid be expected ) it doth not want its trouble 
and difficulties-, for if a man will ufe great Crucibles, 
lie can hardly perform the Operation above three or 
four times in a day i and if heufefmall ones, although 
it be ten or eleven times repeated in a day, yet the pro= 
fit will be very fmaJl. I will therefore here appoint 
a way to do it without Crucibles, upon Hearths in- 
ffead of Crucibles, which neither let out the melted 
matter by running over, or by their cracking or 
breaking, as Crucibles are wont to do, butalvvaies re¬ 
maining in the Oven or Furnace, fave the trouble of 
putting in and taking out of the Fire. For Cruci¬ 
bles, how good foever they be, being expofed to the 
cold Air, by taking out, and thence being fuddenlv 
again put into a great heat, are very cafily broken. 
From whence it is manifeft, that great danger of Jo- 
iing fome of the Gold attends the ufe of great Cru¬ 
cibles, fo that their ufe is to beabftained from, altho’ 
the Work it felf be of great profit- But good ftrong 
Hearths may be ufed for this Labour, without all 
danger ; for as long as they are left in the Furnace, 
fo long they are good, and the melted Mafs doth not 
flow out- If I had notfound out this way of working 
with Hearths, Iffiould not have divulged this opera¬ 
tion, which is as followech. 
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bowed or crooked Knife, having two handles, fothat 
the rotundity declining from the Superfices of the 
Ring, even to its middle, where inclining it felf, it 
may keep the thicknefs almoftof a finger at the top 
or fuperficities of the Ring, and fo it wilt become like 
a VelTel or Pan, having a round or fphcrical Cavity, 
fuch Hearths or Tefts are wont to be prepared of 
Allies, for the bringing of Gold and Silver to a pu¬ 
rity in Metallick Mines, Mints, c f-c. at length that 
hollowed roundnefs is every where to be fuioothed 
with afmooth and round Hammer or Mallet, and af¬ 
ter the fmoothing, the whole Tefl: being inverted 
with the Hoop, is to be fet upon a Board, without 
ftirring it; if the infide of the Hoop or Ring were be¬ 
fore befmeared well vvithOil,it will the eafier come off 
of the Tefl:, which being expofed to the Air,and dried 
a little, is then to be fet in the heat of the Sun or 
warm Furnace, that all the humidity being taken 
away, it may obtain its requifite drynefs, before it be 
put into the Furnace to endure the Fire -, for except 
it be very well dried, it will crack or chap in the Fur¬ 
nace, and be wholly unprofitable for this Work. 

The Tefl: being taken out of the Ring, and fet by, 
the infide of the Ring, is again to be anointed with 
Oil orGrcafe, for the making of another Tell, of 
which fo many are to be made as need requires, or the 
quantity of the prepared Earth will allow- The earth 
that was left in the hollowing of the firft being mixed 
with the reft, whilft it is yet moift, ferveth again, fo 
that there is no waftc or lofs of the Earth. The 
fame earth alfo ferves for the making of the Co¬ 
vers or arched Roofs with which the Tefts are to be 
covered, to keep the Coals from falling into the 
melted matter- NB. There is no need of having 
two Hammers, feeing that one fufficeth, having one 
end of a hands breadth, and fmooth, and the other 
end round. 


The way of making the Covers of the Tefls, which 
are called Mu (lies. 


The manner of preparing the Hearths or Tefis. 

N Iron Ring - or Hoop is to be made, either 
fquare or round, of the thicknefs of one fin¬ 
ger, and four fingers high (or deep) one fide be¬ 
ing a little narrower or Idler in compafs than the 
other, being well fmoothed or polilhed on its infide, 
having tw r o ears or handles, whofe magnitude and 
fpace will be known by the quantity of the matter 
which is to be daily handled. To prepare the Focus 
or Hearth, place your Ring or Hoop upon fome 
fmooth ftone, and then put into it, fo (landing, your 
Earth, being firft rightly prepared, ( for this purpofe 
our Staftord-lhire Clay is excellent , as alfo for making of 
Crucibles to abide the Fire) fo that it may a little ex¬ 
ceed the upper fuperficies of your Hoop, force it down 
ftrongly with a broad Iron Hammer, by beating or 
knocking it in, and what rifeth above the top of the 
Hoop, cut oft with a Knife, that it may be even with 
the Ring then remove it with the Ring, and ftrew 
upon the ftone fome fine fand, or rather the fine pow¬ 
der of broken Crucibles, upon which fet the Ring, 
with the bottom upwards, that the other fide, which 
before lay upon the ftone, may be wrought in with 
the Hammer, as the firft, fo that the Ring or Mould 
may be exactly filled with the Earth. The Focus or 
Hearth being prepared in this manner, the larger fide 
thereof is to be fo excavated or hollowed away by a 


F irft, a Type or Mold is to be made of Wood, an- 

fwering to the bignefs of the Tcft, but not with 
oneHandle, as thofe are made for the purifying of fil- 
ver, but with two oblong Necks, and without Chaps 
or Chinks, which otherwife are wont to happen, that 
fo the Cover may remain entire- Then to this wood¬ 
en Mould the Earth is to be applied, and the Cover 
to be wrought in the ufual manner. 

Of the Figure of the Furnace . 

T HE Furnace is fo to be built, that it may have 
within-fide the fpace of an hands breadth all 
round the Tefl: from its Walls, for Coals, the Tell 
Handing in the middle ; fo that the magnitude of the 
Furnace is to be proportionable to that of theTeft, 
and may be either round or fquare, provided it be 
built with good Bricks, or fit Stones, and Lute, or 
Earth rightly prepared- There ought to be atleaft 
a fpan between the bottom and the grate, which al¬ 
fo ought not to be faftened to the Furnace, but Hand¬ 
ing upon four Feet, that it may be taken in and out 
by the forefide of the Furnace (when need requires) 
being alwaies open. Let the Furnace rife above the 
Gratetheheighthofa fpan, being everyway clofe, 
having no door. Upon this heighth of a fpan a hole 
is to be left of an hands breadth and heighth, by 
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which the Teft may be infpe&ed, and the mixed Me¬ 
tals put in and taken out, and the Fire may have its 
paflage. NB. But if the Teft (hould be above a fpan 
over, which would alfo caufe the Furnace to be the 
greater; then that hole being too little, would not 
allow a fuflicient pafTage for the Fire ; therefore the 
hole is to bear a due proportion to them. From 
this hole, nourilhing the Fire'by its ventilation, the 
Furnace is yet to be carried up the heighth of two 
fpans, to its upper hole or top, where the Coals are to 
be put in. Moreover, an Iron Cover is to be made 
with hollow Superficies, with Iron-Buttons, or little 
Knobs infixed, by which the Lute being put on, may 
fticfc fall; the Convex or upper part of the Cover 
mult have a Handle, by which it may be lifted up 
when the Coals are to be put in, and afterwards put 
down again to (hut the Furnace. Sec the Figure of this 
Furnace-, in all its parts, at the beginning of this Conti¬ 
nuation of Miraculum Mundi, noted at the top with 
Fag, 61 . 

A, Ti e Furnace , as it is working. 

B, The tower par: of the Furnace open. 

C, The upper part of the fame. 

D, The Grate. 

E, The Hearth or Teft- 

F, The Muffle that belongs to the Hearth. 

G, The Cover of the Furnace, with which it is to be 
covered when the C >als arc in and at work. 

H, The Tent fr the Sitio.ek. 

' When you will work with the Furnace, firft put in 
the Grate, and upon it the foot or prop made of firm 
Lute, and npon it the prepared Teft, and upon the 
Teft its Cover or Muffle, theforemoft neck of which 
ought to come clofc to the hole on the fordide of the 
Furnace, and the hindmoft neck to touch the back 
of the fame. The foot alfo which fupports the Teft, 
ought to touch the forepart of the Furnace, that the 
fpace between the Teft and the Wall of the Furnace, 
may be well ftopt or clofed. Alfo, if the neck of the 
Cover or Muffle doth not fit clofe enough to the fore- 
moft Wall, the joints arc to be well clofed with Lute 
mixed with Hair, that the Fire may have no pafiage 
by them, but may pafs through the hindmoft neck of 
the faid Cover, and under the Cover it felf into the 
Teft, and thence out of the foremoft neck. If the 
Fire (ball have any other pafiage by the foremoft neck, 
the heat will not be fuflicient to melt the Metal. 
Therefore the chief Artifice concerning this thing, is 
the building of the Furnace in due form and propor¬ 
tion. An lion door is to be fitted to the Furnace un¬ 
der the Grate, for the governing the Fire, by which it 
may be encreafed or diminilhed, as need (hall require. 
And the other hole in the fuperiour and fore-part of 
the Furnace, by which the Metals are put in and 
taken out of the Teft, is alfo to have a door, that ne- 
ceftity requiring, the fire may be governed, and if 
too great, it may be reftrained. To this alfo a little 
Chimney or Funnel is to be fitted, which may receive 
and carry away the noxious fumes of the Metals and 
Coals, that they may not hurt the Operator. All 
thefe things being rightly prepared, the Furnace 
being well dried, is to be filled with Coals, and to be 
covered with its Cover, a lighted Coal or two being 
put next the Grate, the doors arc to be (hut, that the 
Fire may kindle by degrees, by which the danger of 
breaking the Teft, and its Cover, the Muffle, by a bid¬ 
den heat, may be avoided- The Furnace, Teft, and 


Muffle, being all red hot, the Metals ( viz. the Gold 
which is to be augmented, and the Copper and Regains 
of Antimony, from which the augmentation is ex¬ 
pected ) arc to be put upon the Teft with an Iron La- 
dle, the great door below, and the little one above, 
are to be opened, that the Fire growing more power¬ 
ful, may forthwith melt the Metals on the Teft, which 
being rightly melted, a little dry Salt=petre in pow- 
deris to be call in upon them with an Iron Ladle, 
which will prefently change a portion of the melted 
matter into a Scoria : When it flows no longer, buc 
ceafeth from operating on the Metals, lying upon 
them like Drofs, a little more Saltpetre is to be 
call upon the melted Metals, which will again change 
part of them into Scoria. This Injection of Salt¬ 
petre is to be continued fo long, until the Scoria (hall 
be no longer hard, but remain liquid like Water, 
which is a fign that the Salt-petre hath abftraCted 
the Copper and of Antimony from the Gold, 

and its operation to be fiuifiied. And fo much Rega¬ 
ins of Antimony and Copper is not to be put upon 
the Teft, C I believe the word not is an errour of the 
Printer, in the Copy, and ought to be left out ] that 
it, when a due portion of Salt-Petre (hall be added, 
may be full to the brim, and the Coals not be burnt 
out in vain, in the emptyTeft, which is well to be 
noted. The fluid Scoria of the Salt-Petre, Copper, 
and Regains of Antimony, are fo long to be kept in 
Flux upon the Gold, as you think the Teft can lufFer 
it; for by how much the longer the Gold (hall remain 
in its Flux, under thefe Scoria, fo much the more of 
fpiritual Gold it will attract from them, and render 
it corporeal ; and the Gain will be fo much the 
greater. Neverthclefs, for the greater certainty 
lake, after the Scoria have lain ten or twelve hours 
in Flux upon the Gold, they may be taken out of the 
Teft, to fee whether the Teft be yet ftrong enough 
to fuftain them longer in flux, becaufe in a continual 
flux they are wont to attenuate and perforate theTeft 
with holes, efpecially if they were not prepared of 
good Earth, which is able to endure the Fire. There* 
fore, if you find the teft yet ftrong and thick, and not 
perforated with holes, you may again add the Scoria 
to the Gold lying in the teft, and keep them fo long 
influxes you think the teft will hold good. When 
the Scoria condenfc themfelves, and flow with diffi¬ 
culty, a little frclh Salt petre is to be added, by 
which being reduced to a thinner flux, they may give 
nourifliment and cncreafe to the Gold, which in this 
operation hath the place of a feed, as the Copper and 
Regains of Antimony fupply the place of the earth, 
by affording aliment and augmentation to the Go’d ; 
the Salt-petre is in the flead of Rain, which moifte- 
neth the Earth, andrendereth it fruitful; therefore 
by how much the longer the Gold licth andgroweth 
in this Earth, fo much the more encreafe it obtain- 
eth. After the teft is no longer fit to bear the fire, or 
you would leave working, open the lower doer of 
the Furnace, and take off the Cover from the top, 
that the heat of the fire may be diverted from the 
teft, and the Scoria grow thick, and the Gold under 
them hard, draw out the Scoria by degrees with an 
Iron Hook, from the Gold, that it may remain in the 
teft intire, and in one compact Majs, and not be 
mixed with the Scoria, like Grains, and orcafionlofs. 
All the Scoria being taken out, the Gold is to be 
freed from the teft with a thin fiiarp-pointed Iron, 
then taken out with the tongs, and weighed, to fee 
what encreafe it hath got. 


NB. That 
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NB. That as long as the Tell keeps firm and good, 
it were better not to takeout the mafs, but to be left 
upon the Gold in continual flux. This is a Labour 
not to be defpifed, feeing that the firffc Coals being 
burnt out, more are to be added only ; fo that this 
operation may be continued for fome daies, without 
imermilTiion,provided theTeftsbe well made,which 
alfo ought to be done if yon expert any profit -, of 
which you need in no wife doubt, if the operation 
be rightly inftituted ; efpecially if the Antimony and 
Iron , of which the llegnlus is made, be good: 
Fertile more Gold the Antimony, Iron, and Copper 
lhall contain, the more volatile Gold the fixed Gold 
which is melted under them, will attraft to it felf. 
But if you want fuch Metals as are rich in Gold, 
and are forced to be content with the common, 
the Gold will neverthelefs get an encreafe in the 
Operation- NB. When Metals containing Gold are 
to be had, there is no need to keep the firfl: Scoria 
in fo long a flux upon the Gold, feeing that prefent- 
]y after the Copper and Regulus of Antimony fliatl 
be turned into Scoria by the Salt-pecre, they may 
be removed from the Gold with an Iron Hook,and 
new Metals forthwith added, and again reduced in¬ 
to Scoria by the Salt-petre. This labour of remo- 
ving the Scoria, and adding frefli Metals, being long 
continued, will add the greater encreafe to the Gold, 
becaufe Copper, Iron, and Antimony contain much 
corporeal Gold, which in their reduction into Sco¬ 
ria, aflociateth it felf with the Gold. Therefore 
when thofe Scoria are withdrawn, and new Metals 
added, it cannot be, but the encreafe of the Gold 
muft be greater than proceedeth from the firfl: Sco¬ 
ria, in which only the fpiritual Gold is rendered 
corporeal. The addition of frefh Metals, and the 
abftraftion of the Scoria repeated io, 15, yea 20 
times a day, muft necefl'arily give a great encreafe to 
the Gold, if the Metals contain both corporeal and 
fpiritual Gold. The abftradled Scoria may be re¬ 
duced in a Teft of the fame Furnace (of which Tells 
there ought to be many in readinefs ) and the Copper 
and Regulus precipitated from them, and put to 
other ufes, of which my other Writings every where 
make mention. And they are precipitated by the 
Powder of Coals, or Antimony. The way of precipi¬ 
tation is this ^ the Salt-petre hath abforbed the Sul¬ 
phureous Metals, viz. the Copper and Regulus Mar- 
tis , and changed them into Scoria- Now, if to thefe 
Scoria fome other Sulphur be injected, which theSalt= 
petre coveteth more than the Copper and Regulus of 
Antimony, it layeth hold on that, by which thofe 
Metals which it had firfl: abforbed, arc difmifled, and 
fall to the bottom. But the Regulus and Copper 
cannot be fo feparated by precipitation, but that fome- 
vvhat of them will yet adhere to the Saltpetre. 
Thefe may be fixed together, that they may render 
Gold again in fufion, or the fixt Nitre may be ex- 
traded from the Scoria, with Rain-water,to beufed 
for other Labours ; as lhall be taught hereafter. The 
refidue of the .Scoria will be yet of ufe to Potters, 
to glaze their Earthen Veffels- But if the Scoria and 
Salt-petre be not feparated, but left together, they 
may be ufed with greater profit for the making of 
Salt-petre, or for the dunging of Land (of which we 
lhall prefently fpeak) than if they be feparated. The 
riianner of doing thefe things lhall be deferibed in 
their order. But firfl: it feems good to me to exhi¬ 
bit a proof, by which every one may know the cer¬ 
tainty of this matter, viz. that this work doth not 


only aflord a profit to the Operator, not to be con¬ 
temned, but alfo that the Gold doth obtain a true and 
certain encreafe from the Copper and Regulus of An¬ 
timony, whereby the Work may be undertaken with 
the greater boldnefs and confidence; which I thus 
demonftrate. Take a fmalj piece of filver, freed 
from its gold by Aqua fords , that you may be lure 
there is no Gold in it : to which, in fufion, adjoin 
fo much Copper and Antimonial Regulus, as being 
reduced into Scoria by Saltpetre, and again fepara¬ 
ted from the filver, may leave it malleable and du¬ 
ctile. This being diilolved in Aquafortis, will leave 
at the bottom undiflblved a reddifh powder of gold, 
which it hath attraifted to it felf from the Copper 
and Regulus o( Antimony. Now, fo much as there 
fliall be of this Gold , fo much and no more cor¬ 
poreal Gold did the Copper and Regulus contain; 
which the Silver hath abforbed. The Scoria poTefs 
no more corporeal Gold, but yet abound with fpiri¬ 
tual, which you may find by the following Experi* 
ment- Cover thofe Scoria put into a new Cruci¬ 
ble with Powder of Coals; and let the Crucible in¬ 
to a final! Wind-Furnace, that they may melt. In 
this melting, the Nitre will rather enter the Sul* 
phur of the Coals, than that of the Metals -, and af- 
fociatingit felf to that, difmifleth the Copper and 
Regulus- Which being done, pour out the melted 
Mafs into a Cone, and when it is cold, feparate the 
Regulus feparated to the bottom which will be the 
fame Copper and Regulus of Antimony which the fil- 
ver hath deprived of their corporeal gold ; which 
is demonftrated as followeth : Take a bit of Silver, 
cleared from its Gold , which join with the faid 
Regulus by melting, and reduce the melted mafs by 
Salt-petre into Scoria, as before, pour the mafs into 
a Cone, and being cold, feparate the Silver- This 
being diflolved in Aquafortis , leaves at the bottom no 
reddifli powder, as the firfl: filver did. By which it 
clearly appears, that the Copper and Regulus of An¬ 
timony had yielded all their corporeal Gold to the 
Silver in fufion, which neverthelefs can afi'ord no 
gain, except the Labour be many times repeated with 
frefli Copper and Regulus. But becaufe this repe¬ 
tition is wont to require no linall quantity of Cop* 
per, Regulus of Antimony, and Salt-petre, to bring 
the filver to a golden nature ; and moreover, eve’ 
ry one knoweth not howto make profit of the Cop¬ 
per and Regulus, deprived of their Gold, or to put 
them to other ufes, and that Salt-petre is not feldom 
fold at a great price, no great profit can accrue by 
this Labour to fuch. Neverthelefs, they will obtain 
no fmall gain, who after the extraction of the gold, 
know how to ufe the Copper, Antimonial Regulus, 
and Salt-petre, which I have lliewed in many pla¬ 
ces of my Writings. But thofe Metals being mel* 
ted with Gold, and turned into Scoria by falt-petre, 
bring far greater profit than when wrought with fil¬ 
ver. For fomewhat of the filver is confumed, as 
well as fomewhat acquired by it; but nothing of 
the gold is loft, if the Crucible be firm, that nothing 
run out- NB. If any gain be expected from filver, 
fuchlron, Antimony, and Copper are to be ufed, as 
are pregnant with Gold, and to be often abftracted 
from the filver, and the metals themfelves after¬ 
wards to be put to other ufes, bringing profit, to fay 
nothing of the Salt-petre, W'hich may be made at 
a far cheaper rate (thatitcanbe bought) by thofe 
who feek profit from Silver. I have inflanced 
thefe Experiments, to demonftrate that every Cop- 
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per, and every Regains Mart is contain fomewhat of 
corporeal Gold, and being reduced into Scoria, do 
yield it to the adjoined Gold or Silver-, and that 
nothing more can be extorted from them, except be¬ 
ing reduced into Scoria by Nitre, they be for fome 
time Kept in Flux upon the filvcr, or Gold which is 
better, that their fpiritual Gold may infinuate it 
felf into the corporeal, and augment it, which the 
following Experiment flieweth. 

Take of Copper, .and Rcgulus of Antimony, de¬ 
prived of all corporeal gold, by the addition of 
other gold, what quantity you will, melt them with 
gold, and convert the Copper?and Rcgulus into 
Scoria, after the ufual manner, with Salt-Petre-, which 
keep in Flux upon the Gold foi 6,8, or to hours, and 
then pour all out into a Cone ; the gold being fepa- 
rated from thcfcoria, and weighed, will fhcwwhat 
it hath gained in this operation. This encreafe from 
the twofold matter added, viz. the Copper and Rega¬ 
ins Martis , is profit ; which notwithftanding pro¬ 
ceeds more from the one than the other, as this Ex¬ 
periment will prove. Take one part of filver, which 
holds no gold, and one part of Regains Martis, being 
melted in a Crucible, reduce them, as hath been often 
faid, by falt-petre, into fcoria, and being well mel¬ 
ted, pour them out into a 1 mall Ingot*, which when 
cold, feparate the fcoria from the filver with a Ham¬ 
mer ; the filver will be pure white, and of very ea= 

fie fufion, but will contain nothing of gold. NB- If 

to the filver and Regnlus ot Antimony, you fiiall al- 
fo add Copper, and then turn all into fcoria by the 
help of falt-petre, and when well melted, pour them 
into an Ingot, fo that the fcoria flow upon the fil¬ 
ver. This filver being feparated from the fcoria 
with a Hammer , or by lying a while in water, 
you fiiall find that part which was covered by the 
incited fcoria, to be all over fo gilt, that you can 
fcarcerub it off with your fingers, which Gold hath 
adjoined it felf to the Silver, chiefly from the Cop¬ 
per. For if more Gold had proceeded from the Re¬ 
gulus, the - melted Silver would alfo neceflarily have 
been gilded by that, which yet without the addition 
of Copper is not wont to be- Neverthelcfs, let no 
man perfwade liinifelf that theRegulus of Antimony 
being omitted, the fame augmentation would happen, 
bccaufcthe greateft part of the Gold, proceeds from 
the Copper. For without the Regulus, the Copper 
would not fuffer it felf to be reduced into Scoria by 
the Salt-pctre; fo that neceflity requireth, that all 
tliofe matters fliould be conjoined in the faid manner, 
to acquire any profit. 

Here thou haft, benevolent Reader, Specimens fuf- 
fieient for the trying the truth and certainty of this 
thing: It’s free for every man to enter upon the prc= 
feribed way with greater and longer Operations, that 
lie ni 3 y attain the defired profit- 

What I have many times faid, I fay again. That 
this Operation is true, and brings great profit, pro¬ 
vided it be inflituted in a due manner. The Salt-Petre 
is the chief thing required in this Operation, which 
lie that knows how to prepare with fmall colt, and un= 
dcrltands what 1 have written, may boldly undertake 
the Work ; but he that mult buy. it at a dear rate, I 
will not advife to meddle with it. He that cannot 
underftand what 1 write, ’tis better for him to fpare 
his labour and charge, and employ hiinfelf in thofe 
things which do not exceed his capacity. 

It behoveth me now to fhew the ufe and benefit 
which the fcoria which are left in this Operation are 


of, that there may be no walte or lofs. But the 
quantity of fcoria in this Operation will be more or 
lefs, according as it fiiall be excrcifed. If good An¬ 
timony, 'Copper, and Iron, which contain corporeal 
Gold, may be had in plenty, and Salt-petre alfo 
cheap, the lofs will not be great, if the fcoria fliould 
not be altogether put to the bell advantage. For 
if there be enough of the Copper, Rcgultts-Martis, and 
Salt-petre to be had, they are to be reduced into fco¬ 
ria, flowing upon the Gold, that with it they may 
leave the Gold contained in them- But here no re¬ 
gard is had to the fpiritual or fugacious Gold which 
they contain, which is laid afidewith the fcoria, and 
new Copper and Regulus is put to the Gold, and 
the fcoria again laid afidc for other nfes, fo that in 
one and the fame day, this labour of adding new mat¬ 
ter, and as oft feparating the fcoria, may be repeated 
ten or twelve times- Whence it comes to pals, that 
the Gold is every time inrichcd, and attrafteth more 
corporeal Gold from thofe matters in one day,than it 
could do in fourteen daies, if they contained only 
fpiritual Gold. But on the contrary, a great quan¬ 
tity of Copper, Regulus, and Salt-pctre are required 
for this labour, which if they cannot be had cheap, 
the charge will be the greater, feeing that thofe Me-- 
tals which are pregnant with corporeal Gold, will 
abundantly com pen late the charge, efpccially if be¬ 
nefit be made of the fcoria , which we will prefently 
Ihcw. But if a quantity of the faid matters be wai¬ 
ting, and vulgar Antimony and Copper be ufed for 
the extrafting die fpiritual Gold only, there will not 
be madefo many Scoria ; but it fufficeth, that the firlt 
fcoria be left fo long in flux upon the gold or filver, 
until they have yielded fome augmentation to the 
fame. And in the mean time, the addition of no 
other thing is required, but Salt-petre, of which a 
little is to be injedted to the hardened fcoria, to 
render them more fulile, and to cover the Gold the 
better with their flux- This way will not colt fo 
much, befides a good quantity of Coals: Nor will 
the Work it felf be fo troublefome, feeing that it need 
be infpedted only once in two or three hours, and 
any Boy may govern the fire. Or if the Furnace be 
fo built, that (like a dull Henry) the Coals corn 
llantly Aiding down, the fire may feed it felf, the 
Operation may be continued night and day without 
any looking after. In the working the other way 
with Metals containing corporeal Gold, there is more 
labour and care, feeing that every hour the fcoria 
ought to be removed, and new metals to be added. 
Therefore every man may chule that which is moll 
convenient for him. 

Moreover, where neither Antimony, Copper, or 
Iron abounding with corporeal Gold, are to be had, 
the Operation may be inflituted in another manner, 
and applied to the making of falt-petre in abundance, 
and with fmall colls. For after the Rcgulus and 
Copper, in flux upon the gold, are reduced to fco¬ 
ria, they are not to be removed, as otherwife they 
are wont, but the Copper with the Regulus mull be 
precipitated from the Nitre, by the Powder of Coals, 
in which precipitation the gold taketh to it felf the 
metal reduced into fcoria, fo that the fixt Nitre on= 
ly is to be removed, which is afterwards to be put to 
other ufes: And the Copper and Regulus, by the 
addition of new falt-petre, are again to be reduced 
to fcoria, and to be precipitated from the Nitre 
by the Powder of Coals, and the Nitre again re¬ 
moved- So the Copper and Regulus will alwaies 
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remain in flux upon the gold in the Tell, and no¬ 
thing but the added Nitre will be every time fepa- 
rated. 

NB. This Labour doth not indeed draw forth 
fo much gold as that which hath new metals added 
every time to the gold ; but yet it cxcellcth that in 
which the Metals are kept in a continual flux upon 
the gold, without the addition of new; for as often 
as the Copper, with the Regulus, are burnt by the 
Nitre, fo often the Nitre burneth and confumeth 
fomewhat of their fuperfluous fulphur, and by how 
much the more the combuftiblc fulphur is burnt and 
confumed, by fo much the more the fpiritual gold 
in it is diflolved, and adjoineth it fclf to the corpo¬ 
real gold, to get it felf a body. 

And this is the difference of thole Operations, 
of which a man may chufe which he pleafeth , or 
rather that which fits the matters, he hath at hand. 
Whichfoevcr he fhall undertake, it will afford a pro¬ 
fit not to be flighted, efpecially if he pay not too 
dear for his Nitre, or can make it himfelf at a 
cheap rate. 

How Profit may be made of the Scoria which 
remain after this Operation. 

I T behoveth the ftudious of Art to know, that 
there is a difference in the fcoria removed from 
the gold by the forementioned Operations. Thofe 
which arc removed from the gold only remaining 
in the teft, and in which the Nitre, Antimony, and 
Copper remain mixt, are mctallick, from which 
the Copper and Regulus may be precipitated and fe- 
parated, by the calling in of crude Antimony or 
Powder of Coals. The fcoria from which the Me¬ 
tals are already precipitated in the teft, are nothing 
but fixt Nitre. The fcoria alfo differ, in which the 
Metals arc precipitated by Antimony, from thofe 
which are precipitated by Coals •, thofe partake more 
of fulphur, chefe lefs; for the fulphur of coals dif¬ 
fers in its nature from the fulphur of antimony, and 
reqnireth that a difference be obferved, and that 
either fcoria being put to its due ufe, it may bring 
the defired profit. And this is the difference : 
When the Copper, with the Regulus-Martis, is pre¬ 
cipitated by coals, that the Copper, with the Regu* 
lus of Antimony, is precipitated, but the Iron which 
•was in the Regulus admitteth not of precipitation, 
but remaineth in the fcoria; whence it comes to 
pafs, that the Regulus, after precipitation, is found 
to be lighter than when it was put into the Cru¬ 
cible. Therefore what the precipitated Regulus 
hath loft, neceflarily remaineth in the fcoria; for 
which caufe thofe fcoria are of more hard and dif¬ 
ficult fnfion than thofe which remain afterthe pre¬ 
cipitation with Antimony: For when the metals are 
precipitated by the calling in of Antimony, to one 
pound of fcoria, an ounce, and fometimes more, of 
Antimony, is call in, which precipitateth all the 
Copper and the Regulus attracted by the Nitre, and 
giveth a more ready fufion to the fcoria. But no¬ 
thing more plainly fheweth the difference, than the 
pouring of water upon the fcoria, to make a lixivi¬ 
um. The fcoria upon which the coals were caft,yield 
a clearer and (harper lixivium than thofe on which 
Antimony was call. On the contrary, the Antimo- 
nial fcoria, by reafon of the Antimonial combufti¬ 
blc fulphur, arc of a drier nature and property.. 
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The belt,thing in both the fcoria, is the fixt Ni¬ 
tre, which is to be drawn out of them by Water, 
and may be put to various ufes, with no fmall 
profit. 

In the firft place, from thofe fcoria a good Me¬ 
dicinal Tindlure may be drawn by the affufion of 
fpirit of Wine, of which mention is made in di¬ 
vers places of my Writings. Thofe fcoria far ex¬ 
cel all Dung, and alfo common fait-petre it felf, in 
promoting of vegetation. Ncvcrthelefs, they are 
firft to be made more temperate, bccaufc they are too 
fiery to be ufed alone. They alfo cffcdlually promote 
the augmentation of Gold, and alfo the health of 
the humane body, by their moft pure Ellcnce ex* 
tradted by the fpirit of Wine. 

They may without injury be called The Philofo- 
phick Dung, bccaufc they augment the growing power 
in Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals, neither in 
Operations of this kind is there any Equal in the 
world. 

Their fmell is like that of humane Excrements; 
nor are they unlike to them in Afpedt, but moft 
efficacious in their ufe- There are many-things of 
great moment yet lie hid in them, all which it is 
not for me to deferibe. Thofe things which I have 
hitherto written, I have often done with my own 
hands, and proved by many Experiments. What I 
deliver is not from hear-fay, or the reading of 
others Books, being refolved to publiffi thofe things 
only, which an infallible Experience hath taught me, 
fo that every man may boldly, and without any 
doubting, give credit to them- 

Moreover, this fixed Nitre is endowed with the 
fame virtue with other ftrong lixiviums : Ncver- 
thelefs, it is more efficacious than that of any common 
Wood, inafinuch as Nitre cxceedeth the fixed fait 
of Wood in its maturity. The refidue of the fco¬ 
ria from which the lixivium is extracted, ferveth 
for the glazing of earthen Vcflels. 

He that ddireth to know more of fixed Nitre; 
may find it in my Furnaces , as alfo in my Pharmac. 
Spagyric. and efpecially in The Explication of Mir exit-, 
lum Mundi ; where lie will meet with many things 
worthy of admiration. For the Philofophick Dung, 
fee the 3 5 Article of The Explication of Miracnlum 
Mundi , my Apology againft Farnner , and the De- 
fcrlption of my Prefs for Wood, in this Treatife-, 
in which places he may find thofe things which will 
abundantly fatisfic him- Concerning thisUttiverfal 
( tbo’ contemptible) fubjcdl Nitre, we will treat more, 
God willing, in the following fecond part of Miracu- 
lum Mundi. 

Here we have fhewed the well-minded Reader,how 
by this one only Operation, he may encreafe or aug¬ 
ment his Gold, inrich his Fields with a fruitful 
foil, and preferve his health } fo that there will be 
none who may not receive profit from it. 

I cannot but here commemorate what fome time 
happened to me in this Operation- When the Cop¬ 
per and Regulus-Mortis were mixed by melting toge* 
ther, and reduced into fcoria by Nitre, the matter 
thence proceeding was wonderful, appearing in va J 
riety of fair Colours, emulating a Peacocks Tail. 
Therefore when I faw fuch various colours, I pre- 
fently thought with my felf, whether that matter 
might not be fit for making a Tindlure, which 
might change the imperfedt Metals into Gold; feeing 
that I had read in fome Philofopbers, that there is 
mo're Tindture in Iron and Copper than in Gold, 
which gave me an occafion of confidering whether 
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this conjunction of Mars and Venus, might not be 
the Adultery fpokenofby the'feets, or rather the 
Vitriol of the Philofophers •, for this matter retaineth 
a very fair greenefs, not only in the fire, but alfo out 
of it, as well wet as dry. Whence I began to per- 
fwade my fclf, that Iron was the Gold of Philofo¬ 
phers , Copper their Luna , and Antimony their 
Argent-vive, and Nitre to perform the Office of a 
Solvent or Bath, in which they arc difiblved and di- 
gefted. Being moved with all thefe things, that 1 
might make a trial, according to my fimplicity, I put 
all the faid matters into a Glafs, and committed it to 
Vulcan, (or the Fire) which being adminiftred by de¬ 
grees, all the matter paffied together into a black co= 
lour ; to which a very fair greennefs, with variega¬ 
ted colours refembling the Tail of a peacock, luc- 
cecded, which continued in the Fire for fome weeks. 
But feeing that it would not at all be changed, I 
being wearied with the tedioufnels, took the fair 
matter out of the glafs, and put it into a Cruci¬ 
ble, which I fet in a Glafs-makers Furnace, that I 
might perform this Operation with the lefs La¬ 
bour: And after three-daies I again took it out, 
and 1 found all the matter changed into a glafs of 
a bloody colour, but not tranfparcnt- The Cruci¬ 
ble being broken, 1 found in the bottom a little 
Regulus of an lron-like colour, which being tefted 
with Lead, yielded white Silver, which being dif- 
folved in Aqua fortis, left no Gold at the bottom. 
Being ftrook with admiration, I began to think 
whence that Silver ffiouId proceed, feeing that I did 
not expeft Silver, but Gold \ at length being famis¬ 
hed in that, I was of opinion, that from this fubjeft 
by one and the fame labour, might be made both ai 
red and a white Tinfture •, but I have not hitherto 
had time and opportunity to try the truth of the 
matter experimentally. Whatfocver I have here 
written, is only that I might afford matter to others 
who are defirous of feeking, by whofe diligent 
fearches fome good may be obtained. This Ad¬ 
monition I alio think neceftary. That they who en¬ 
deavour to bring any fubjedt to a conftancy in the 
Fire, by fixing, as the Chymifts call it, that they 
lute and clofe well their Veflels, left the Air (which 
is a great impediment to the Operation) fhould 
hinder the Work. 

For Example. A Wood-coal, for the greateft 
part, confifteth of a fugacious and immature Sul¬ 
phur, rnixt with a few feces, being put into an 
open Crucible, and fet in a fmall Fire, it isprefent= 
ly burnt, and being all confumed, leaveth nothing 
iii the Crucible, but a few Salt-affies *, but being 
put into a Crucible well clofed and defended from 
the Air, and committed to a great Fire, and there¬ 
in kept for many years, yet would lofe nothing of 
its weight, colour and body, but would remain a 
black Coal, without any alteration- But on the 
contrary, if any Mercurial fait be added to the 
Coal in a due weight, and be endofed with it in a 
crucible but one day, and kept in the fire, the coal 
will be changed into a red, fiery, heavy ftone,more 
Metallick than Vegetable, whofe admirable Virtues 
the Tongue cannot declare. Seeing therefore that 
from any fugacious and volatile Vegetable in fo 
ffiort a time a conftant fixed thing may be made by 
Art, Why fliould not the fame be made much bet; 
ter of fome Mineral or Metal, which is much nea¬ 
rer to Fixity ? And although thefe coals black 
the hand, neverthclefs they contain much good, 
yrliich he that knows how to come at, will by the 
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fame cafily make his hands white again, and draw 
that from it which is more conducive to the health 
of Man’s Body, than from all the coftly and fading 
things in the whole World. A Word is enough to the 
Wife. Although I have here ffiewed, that fulphm 
rated Nitre is a true Medicine for Animals, Vege¬ 
tables, and Minerals, yet 1 would not be underftood 
asifl affirmed there was no other, which is not my 
intention, feeing that if this Medicine were to be 
generally ufed for Vegetables, it would be too coft¬ 
ly, f and there are other things defcriled in this Book, ' 
fur that ptnpofe , which are far cheaper ] and 1 have 
ffiewed it only to the end that the wonderful Works 
of GOD might be manifeft to thofe who are wil¬ 
ling to try- For if any one will macerate the feed 
of any Vegetable in the Tindure drawn from ful- 
phurated Nitre, by the Spirit of Wine, in a warm 
Bath, he may from that macerated feed produce 
a growing Herb, in a few hours fpace. 

A Tindurc of this fort will efleft more in curing 
of Difeafcs,than a whole Apothecary’s Shop. But 
he that knoweth how to join fome fpiritual Gold 
with this Tindure, that the Gold may thence at- 
trad to it felf nouriffiment and encreafc, as a Vege¬ 
table doth from the Earth, will eafily obtain allnt- 
verfal Medicine. But if any think that I mean fuch 
a Medicine as changcth the impeded Metals into 
Gold, in flux, he is miftaken, for that is to be at¬ 
tributed to the Stone of Philofophers. only. But I 
call it Univerfal, as it is the chief Medicine of Ani¬ 
mals, Vegetables, and Metals, which 1 intend alwaics 
to keep by me, ready prepared, that I may render 
others partakers thereof- 1 intend alfo this Win¬ 
ter to prepare a great quantity of the Univerfal 
Medicine for Vegetables, by the benefit whereof 
Grain may be made to grow in nicer Sand , that 
fo this Invention may become profitable to many 
men, provided they will but undertake the work: 
Not that I intend to prepare this of Nitre, which 
is too coftly for the Dunging of Fields- For com¬ 
mon Salt, which is abundantly cheaper, in a few 
hours, may be fo changed, that lofingits corrofive 
Nature and Property, it becomes plainly like Ni¬ 
tre in tafte, figure, and virtue, but not inflamable, 
and excelled! the Dung of Cattel for dunging of 
Land. Neither let any man fear that this Pre¬ 
paration of common Salt requireth much labour or 
trouble, or is difficult to be done ; for he that (hall 
fee the Operation but once, will cafily be able to 
underftand and imitate the fame- 

Hence, feeing that in all places there are many 
barren Fields to be found, it cannot be, but thac great 
profit may be acquired by it. 


Arcanum III. 

A Gift offered to all diligent Phyficians. 

The profitable ufe of Salt-.Petre, in the Concentration of 
Metals? and Preparation of Excellent Medicines. 

A Lthough in thcFirft Part of Miracuhtm Mundi 
I have deferibed divers concentrations and 
emendations of Metals *, neverthelefs in thofe there 
is nothing common with that Arcanum, which I in¬ 
tend 















Part I- 


Miraculum Mundi. 


201 


tend here to defcribe. For thofe Arcana concern 
only the emendation of the imperfedt Metals -, but 
this alfo treateth of the Preparation of many ex¬ 
cellent Medicines. 


remain unluted. The white Swan is the Alabama 
of Tin and Argent.vive, to which Nitre is added ; and 
it is done as prefently you fhall hear. f s ee the Figure 
of this F urn ace y before t be beginning of this Treat ife no¬ 
ted with pag- 96. 3 


The manner of concentrating and amending of 
Metals by Nitre. 

F irft, a Man is to be made of Iron, having two 
nofes on his head, and on his crown a mouth, 
which may be opened, and again clofe fhut. This, 
if it be to beufed for the concentration of Metals, is 
to be fo inferted into another man, made of.Iron or 
Stone, that the inward head only may come forth 
of the outward man, but the reft of his body or 
belly may remain hidden in the belly of the exteriour 
man. And to each nofe of the head, glafs receivers 
are to be applied, to receive the vapours afeending 
from the hot ftomach. When you ufe this man, you 
muft render him bloody with fire, to make him hun¬ 
gry and greedy of Food- When he grows extream- 
ly hungry, he is to be fed with a white Swan : 
When that Food fhall be given to this lion man, an 
admirable Water will afeend from his fiery ftomach 
into his head,and thence by his two nofes flow into 
the appointed Receivers-, a Water, 1 fay, which 
vviil be a true and efficacious Aqua-vita for the Iron 
man confumeth the whole f.van by digefting it, and 
changeth it into a moft excellent and profitable 
Food for the King' and Queen, by which they are 
corroborated, augmented, and grow. But before the 
Swan yieldeth up her fpirit, lhe fingeth her Swan¬ 
like fong, which being ended, her breath expireth 
with a ftrong wind, and leaveth her roafted body for 
meat for the King, but her anima or fpirit lhe con- 
fecrateth to the gods, that thence may be made a 
Salamander , a wholfome Medicament for men and 
metals. 

This manner of operating, by which metals are 
wont to be concentrated, l was willing to defcribe 
in this Enigma, that it may be known to be no Fa¬ 
ble, but that the fame manner hath been deferibed 
by other Philofophers before me. This appears from 
the fixth Key of Bafl ,where he delivers the like man¬ 
ner. Bafiltus writech concerning Salt-.Petre fpeaking 
of itfelf; When my End is threatned, &c. From 
which words it is manifeft, that he ufed the fame 
way for the particular and univerfal emendation of 
Metals, as alfo for the preparing of excellent Medi¬ 
cines. But becaufe this Enigma is a little too ob- 
feure for the unskilful, 1 think good to interpret 
it word by word. 

The Iron man is the deftilling Veflel, which I have 
deferibed in the Second Part of my Furnaces. This 
is put into another Iron or Stone Furnace, and the 
fire under it. To the nofes or pipes of the upper 
part, fome Receivers are to be fo applied, that at 
leaft three Glafs-Receivcrs may be applied to one 
nofe, the firft of which is to be firmly luted to the 
nofe -, the fecond muft enter the perforated belly of 
the firft Glafs, by a Pipe and in like manner the 
third muft be inferted into the belly of the fecond -, 
the Pipe of the fecond Glafs, which entereth the 
belly of the firft, is to be well luted; the third is 
not to be luted to the belly of the fecond, but to 
remain open, that the expiring gafs may go out 
of the fecond into the third- To the other nofe 
alfo three or four Receivers are to be applied af¬ 
ter the fame manner, but fo that the laft may re¬ 


A is the Furnace: 

B , The F'eJJ'el in the Furnace. 

C, The Hole with an hollow berge, through which the 
Swan is convey d into the F"fffel. 

D, The Tongs holding the Cover with which the Vef- 
fel is to be covered as foon as the Swan is put in. 

E, An Iron Ladle-, wherewith the Swan is put into 

the Veflel, - 

F, The Receiver. 

G, The Bench that fupperts the Receiverl 

H, The Laborator. 

R. one part of Tin, melt it in a Crucible, when it 
is melted, take the Crucible out of the Fire, and pour 
out the melted Tin into another earthen Veflel, 
and mix therewith one part of Argent-vive , which 
will prefently be abforbed by the Tin, but the Tin 
will become fo brittle and friable, that it may be 
ground upon a ftone to fine powder. With this 
fine powder mix two parts of good and pure Salt. 
Petrc,- by grinding them well together, till th eAmaU 
gama cannot be known from the SJt-pttre , but one 
white powder be made of both. This powder is The 
Swan of Baf lias, of which he preparetn Meat for the 
King; but I call it The Fid men of Jove, by' which all 
Metals are deftroyed and reduced into nothing. And 
from this nothing,Metals much better and mom noble 
are generated de novo. Concerning this deftrudtion 
and regeneration of Metals, confult Paracelfusb Book 
of The Vexation of Alchymifls, and the Third Part of 
my Mineral Worfl, and you lhall find, that Paracelfus 
hath involved this Operation in obicure words, as 
alfo Baftlius, who delivereth the fame in his fixth 
Key, with the fame obfeurity, which here, without 
any covering, l have openly and clearlymademani¬ 
feft. 

NB. I would have the ftudiousof this Noble Science 
know, that Jupiter alone, or Tin mixt with Glafs on= 
ly, in this artificial deftillation by the fiery man, yields 
that medicinal fpirit, without the addition of Ar¬ 
gent-vive , and leaveth the meat or augment ot © 
and 3 in the bottom. But that our Anceftors have 
adjoined Mercury or Argent-vive, I alfo by experience 
have found it profitable- But it is chiefly done for 
this end, that theTin being rendered friable and fit 
for grinding, may the betrer be mixed with the Ni¬ 
tre-, for ic would be laborious and troublefome to 
file the Tin to mix and deftil with the Nitre, as 
Baptifia Porta teacheth in his Natural Magick. This 
reduction into Powder by Mercury, is performed in a 
very fhort time, and wonderfully promoceth the La¬ 
bour, whilft the Mercury adting upon the porous Ju¬ 
piter, penetrateth him, and rendercth him compadt. 
On the contrary, The Fnbnen of Jove burneth the 
wings of Mercury, and maketh him remain liable ^ 
fo Jupiter is an help to Mercury, and Mercury to 
Jupiter, and both become more noble by the power 
and efficacy of Saltpetre; for Jupiter poflefleth much 
combuftible fulphur, which neverthelefs burneth not 
P er fc, without fome help; in the effedting of which 
Salt-Petre isaMafter, having neither fuperiour nor 
equal- Well doth Bafl fay, that fulphur only is 
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Nitre’s belt Friend,and alfo its vvorft Enemy, which 
ive have found to be mod true, in this operation. 

When the Tin and Nitre grow hot together, they 
take Flame like Gun-powder ; the purer part, like 
fome fubtile fpirit, vanifhcth into the Air, and the 
more fixed, liable, and better remaincth at the bot¬ 
tom ', for the noxious and fnperfiuous Sulphur of the 
Tin is burnt by the Salt-Petre, which being fepa- 
rated, the reft of the Tin acquireth a more compad 
and better body. The Mercury alfo adjoined in this 
operation, yieldeth whatfoever good he hath, offe¬ 
ring his Spirit for Medicine, and his Body for the 
encreafe of Gold or Silver •, fo that more profit ac¬ 
crues by the addition of Mercury, than if Jupiter 
were fulminated by Nitre alone. Very few will be¬ 
lieve how noble a Sulphur there is hid in Jupiter, 
which can be made manifeft by Nitre only. Truly 
Mercury can by no way be better deceived and 
overcome, than by the Fulmen of Jove, which calls 
a terrour upon all the gods. Therefore they are 
very; wary, left they be touched with that T hun-- 
der, and llain with Bidden death. If Jupiter were 
deftittite of his inoft efficacious Thunder, neither 
his father 'h> nor ©, nor >, with the reft of the gods, 
would be fubjecc to him. Mars, Venus, and Mercu¬ 
ry would only fport themfelves with him. Mars 
would Ihevv him his Sword, S would intanglc him 
with her amorous Net, and y, the deluder of all 
dreaming Alchymifts, would fly away,and laugh at 
him- Nolens nolens they all fear Jupiter, and muft 
allow him the Empire ; the converfation of love is 
perilous to all the Metals, even as it often brings 
fubjefts into no final! danger, to converfe with their 
Prince- Hence the vulgar Proverb, Procul jow, 
jirocul a f id mine \ He that keeps from the fire, is not 
in danger of being burnt- 

But leaving thofe things, we will now addrefs 
our felves to the operation itfelf, and plainly Ihevv 
how it is to be performed. And firft, let the ftu- 
diousknow that this Work requires a diligent and 
skilful Operator; but he who knows not how with 
skill to handle the Fire, ladvife him to abftain from 
this Work. The Art is true and excellent, fo that 
lie that underftands but a little, may fee the whole 
Work to Hand upon a firm foundation drawn from 
Nature. He that knows the nature of Metals and 
Minerals, knows that the goodnefs and perfe&ion of 
Gold and Silver, the belt of Metals , conlifts in a 
liable, fixed, and incombuftible matter, and on the 
contrary, that the imperfedtion of the imperfedt Me¬ 
tals, procccdeth from a combuftible and (linking 
Sulphur only ; which fuperfluous Sulphur, if it (hall, 
be any way feparated from them, that which re- 
maineth, ought neceflarily to be purer, more fufi- 
ble, and conftant in the fire. There are many waics 
by which that fuperfluous and combuftible Sulphur is 
feparated from Metals ; of which mention is made 
in the Mineral Work, and the fourth part of Fur¬ 
naces. In this operation, the manner of feparating 
it by combuftion, is performed by Nitre. In this 
Trcatife alfo other waics arc indicated, yet Nitre is 
to be ufed in them all. 

But the ftudious of Art ought to know that in this 
Operation, not only the fuperfluous Sulphur of Ju¬ 
piter and 5 maybe feparated and confumed by burn¬ 
ing and each Metal concentrated and amended, but 
alfo to both, or to y alone other Metals may be ad= 
tied, and by the help of Salt-petre may be fulminated 
and concentred ; for the Fulmen of love doth not on¬ 
ly concenter and amend his own proper body, but 


alfo other Metals adjoined to him. Nor do I know 
a nearer way of deftroying Gold and Silver quickly, 
than the Fulmen of Jove, which fo deftroycth all the- 
Metals, that afterwards without the addition of other 
things, they cannot by any force of fire be reduced 
to their former fufile bodies, inafmuch as in melting 
prrfe, they alwaies pafs into Glafs, every one being 
tinged with that colour which is proper to the metal. 
Gold is changed into a very elegant glafs, like to 
a Ruby the glafs of Silver hath the colour of a Chry- 
folyte ; the glafs of Copper hath a green and red 
colour like a Jafpcr ; the glafs of Mars differs not 
much from it; the glafles of Tin and Lead remain 
white. Thefe Glafles being ( by an artificial reducti¬ 
on ) reduced into their bodies, are much better and 
nobler than they were before. This fudden fire alfo 
clippcth the wings of Mercury, fo that part of him 
is conftrained with the ¥ to abide the fire. That 
fwift fluxing powder which is compounded of Nitre, 
Tartar, and Sulphur, mentioned in the fecond part of 
my Furnaces, is alfo not to be contemned j for when 
that mafs is mixed with y, and kindled by a live 
Coal, the y is altered, as when it is to fufler the 
fire, it maketh a cracking noife, till it breaks through 
the fire, but being apprehended by the Fulmen of 
Jove, it hath no time allowed it to cry out; for 
when it beginneth to feel the heat, it fingeth a Swan¬ 
like fong, but before it can break out from the Ful¬ 
men it is killed. calleth this The Song of the 

Swan, alluding to what the Ancients have delivered 
concerning that Bird, viz.. That when (he is old, 
and ready to die, fire fings a fong, which being 
ended, fhe prefcntly dieth- This Saying the vulgar 
believe of that Bird, which yet is falfe, feeing that 
I never yet heard anygnan fay that lie had heard the 
Song of a dying Swan. The ancient Philofophers 
hereby meant our Metallick Swan. But let anyone 
enquire, whether the Amalgama of y and y may be 
compared with a Swan becaufe it may every way 
be broken, within and without, it is like to the 
Feathers of the faid Bird, and therefore the Phi¬ 
lofophers have not unfitly called it a Swan- As 
for its finging, it is thus; When the Amalgama is 
mixt with Salt-Petre, and wrapt up in Papers, and 
one after another of them call into the iron man, 
the y with the y beginneth to ling a Song like the 
fine Note of fome Bird, which endureth no longer 
than the crowing of a Cock, feeing that the flame 
prefcntly followcth, which maketh the repara¬ 
tion- 

But that any one may be more certain of this 
matter, 1 will openly and clearly expound the Ope¬ 
ration word by word. 

R. of Tin and y each lb j- make an Amalgama , as 
I have taught above ; grind this with lb ij. of pure 
Salt-Petre, frced.from all its feces, reducing the whole 
mafs into a minute powder, till the Amalgama can be 
no more felt by the fingers. This fine powder di= 
(tribute into fixty equal parts, more or lcfs, and put 
each part into a Paper, fo that every Paper may 
contain about two lothones, or an ounce, wrap them 
up: This quantity is not to be exceeded, efpccially 
if the Iron man and the Receivers be not large:, for 
the leficr Vcflels require the left of the matter: 
For the matter being call into the red-hot VelTel 
in Papers, when it taketh flame, giveth a crack or 
puff like Gumpowdcr, which is kindled with a Coal. 
The Labour is eafie, which may be called The Work 
of Women , or Piny of Boys. For as foon as one Paper 
is enkindled, the vapours afeending with fmoak and 
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wind* pafs into the Receivers, which being quietly 
fettled, another Paper is prefcntly to be caft in 3 
that it may ling its Swandike Song, and pafs into 
the Receivers in a fume. 1 his calling in of the Pa¬ 
pers is fo long to be continued till they arc all fpent. 
Yon can fcarccly put in above ten Papers, or fifteen 
at the moll, in an hour ; for if one Paper be call in 
toofoon after another, the. afcending Spirits of the 
if and 5 would not.all fettle, but fome would fly 
out at the hole of the lafl Receiver, and be loll- By 
this means the Iron man is nourilhed by degrees with 
his food, vtz. the white Swan, even as Infants arc 
fuccefllvely fed by their Mothers- 

After all the Papers arc in, the fire is to be let go 
out of its own accord ; and when all the Spiritsare 
condenfed in the Receivers, the Receivers are to be 
removed one after another, in which is the A ima of 
Tin and Mercury, and of that metal which was ad¬ 
ded, of a white or alhy colour, if Tin and Mercury 
only were ufed. But if Gold was added, it wil 
be of a purple colour ; if Silver, of a yellow ; i 
Copper, the colour will be reddifli. And this is not 
only to be underltood of the matter which pafleth 
into the Receiver, but alfo of that which remains in 
the bottom of the Iron man. The Amnia hideth it 
felf in the corporeal flowers which afeend into the 
Receivers, by which it is the more cafily acquired, 
and which otherwife, perhaps, by rcafon of its great 
fubtilty, would be very difficult to obtain. If you 
can put your hand into the Receivers, you may take 
out the flowers with a bent fpoon, which hide the 
Anima ; but if not, with an Iron Wier fitted for 
the ferapingthem offi, or by waffilngthem out with 
Water, which are to be handled further, as you 
ffiall prefcntly hear. 

The mafs remaining in the ftomach of the Iron 
man, being taken out when it is cold, hath a fiery 
nature and a white colour, if it were only of Tin 
and Nitre, but if any other metal was added, the 
colour will be varied, as above. This mafs can¬ 
not be reduced to its former body by Fire alone, 
how vehement foever it be, feeing that when it is 
melted, it runneth into glafs, and that too very 
difficultly. Neverthelefs, by the following operati¬ 
on it may be reduced to its priltinc Body : Put it 
into a very (trong Crucible, which cover, and fet in 
a Wind-Furnace that will give a very ilrong Fire 
(fuchasis my Fourth Furnace) the Fire being rai¬ 
led by degrees, let it be made white-hot, and when 
it is fo, the Cover being a little removed, throw 
into the fiery mafs a little Sulphur, Antimony, or 
Coals in fine powder, put on the Cover again, and 
laftly, cover the Crucible over with Coals, that all 
the matter may flow well. In this operation the 
combulliblc Sulphur will enter the fixt Nitre, and fe= 
parate it from the fixed Metal, and with the fame, 
whatfoever of Sulphur, Antimony, or Coals was ad¬ 
ded, will be turned into black Scoria. The Tin, 
with the Mercury,and the Metal,if any were added, 
feparateth it felf from the Scoria, and returneth in¬ 
to a metallick body, which after it is poured out 
and cold, is to be Separated from the Scoria. Ju¬ 
piter hath the afpeft of his former body, but is a- 
mended, as the proof will ffiew him thatpleafeth to 
make it the remaining Scoria are to be kept, be- 
caufe an excellent univerfa! Medicine may be made 
of them. The Regains being melted again, is again 
to be amalgamated with its own weight of Mercury, 
w hich Amalgama is to be mixed with its equal weight 


of Nitre, and put up into Papers, and again caft 
into the Iron man, as we have flieived before, tliac 
the Flowers and Anima may be collected and added 
to the former. The remaining mafs is to be preci¬ 
pitated with fulphur, as before, and the Scoria being 
feparated from the Regulus, to be added to the 
former, and the Regulus to be again brought with 
Mercury to an Amalgama, that with Nitre the Flo¬ 
wers and Anima may be again elicited. This Labour 
is to be fo often repeated, until half the Regulus 
be converted into fcoria: That part which remains 
being examined by the Cupel, will fliew how much 
gold and lilver is generated by this Labour. Which 
profit will ferve to buy other Coals and Metals to 
carry on the Work. The Anima which paired into 
the Receivers yieldeth a mofc excellent medicine ; 
fo do alfo the fcoria which were referved at divers 
times, afford one little inferiour to that; and how 
they are to be handled, we will teach in order. 
Therefore by this only operation a univerfal medi¬ 
cine for humane and metallick bodies is acquired 
particularly, and from the remaining part, an amen¬ 
ded metal paying the neceflary colts which arc re¬ 
quired for the continuing the great Work. 

How therefore particularly of Tin and Copper 
often fulminated, one may get a profit not to be 
contemned, I will clearly ffiew ; forafmuch as I have 
not performed that labour only once, but many times; 
in like manner I will deliver the way and mode where¬ 
by an excellent medicine may be prepared for thecu= 
ring of all curable Difeafes, which alfo I have often 
done. But how a Univerfal medicine may be pre¬ 
pared of the Anima of metals, for humane and me¬ 
tallick bodies, 1 cannot teach ; for I have not hither¬ 
to had time and opportunity of perfecting fo great 
a Work- Neverthelefs, 1 do not at all doubt, but 
that the Philofophick ftonc may be made of this 
Anima: But by what means I think this maybe ef¬ 
fected, ( faving to every man his own judgment) I 
will not conceal from the ftudions of the Divine 
Wonders. What I have done with my hands, I can 
render others the more certain of ; thofe things 
which I have not done, I leave as they are. The 
beginning of the Labour I have clearly enough pro¬ 
posed •, from which, if any man cannot learn more, 
’tis belt for him to abftain from this kind of La¬ 
bour. 

All the Philofophcrs cry out with one voice. Fix 
the volatile , and volatilise the fixt, and you fliall have 
the true univerfal medicine. From which fcope he 
will not erre, who ffiall take good fubjedts for his 
work. Therefore, becaufe in this our operation. 
Gold ( befidcs the reft of the metals) being endowed 
with a molt pure body , is rendered volatile and 
fugacious, and ftript of its Anima , verily it will be 
credible, that of the Atiima of Gold, if the Anima 
of Mercury ffiall be joined with it and digefted to 
fixation, may be made the Salamander conftant in 
the Fire- The purple Anima of Gold and Mercury 
which hath palled into the Receivers, I free from 
the Flowers of Tin, by waffiing it out with the 
fweet univerfal Water, known to every one, fil- 
tring it through Paper, coagulate it, and then fix it 
into a tinging ftonc. And I doubt not, but fome 
good thing will thence proceed. 

From the fcoria remaining after the rcdudlion,yoit 
may eafily extradl a medicine. Neverthelefs,thofe 
fcoria are divers, and have a diverfe nature; for 
thofe which remain after the operation with Tin 
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The Continuation of Part I 


ar.d Argent=vive, are of another nature and proper¬ 
ty than thofe which proceed from the working with 
other Metals adjoined to thofe two, as Gold, Silver, 
Copper, or Iron- Every Metal hath its own proper 
powers and virtues, which in the extraftion of the 
Scoria go forth together, and render that Extraft 
more noble, or elfc diminiffi its virtues- Gold and 
Silver have a different nature and properties from 
Copper and Iron- Ncvcrthelefs Copper and Iron 
arc not malignant or hurtful in the Scoria, but alio 
polfefs great virtues. Ncvcrthelefs the greateft vir¬ 
tues which arc elicited from the Scoria, are to be ta¬ 
ken for a Tindture of Sulphur •, for the Metals being 
deftroyed by fulmination, and again reduced into a 
body, leave but a very fmall part in the Scoria, 
feeing that their greateft part returneth into a me- 
tallick body. Therefore the Scoria principally con- 
fift of fixt Nitre, and that Sulphur by which the 
deftroyed Metals are again reduced into a metallick 
body from the Nitre- ' The Scoria of the Metals de¬ 
ftroyed and precipitated by Coals, or common Sul¬ 
phur, have one and the fame nature, virtues, and 
properties. The Scoria of that reduction made by 
Antimony, partake of another nature, to wit, of a 
grofier and ltrcnger than thofe which are made by 
common Sulphur or Coals, for they fometimes caufe 
vomiting, which the other do not. 

And this 1 would note, that becaufe Antimony as 
yet containeth many Arfenical qualities, commonSul- 
phur containeth but few, and Coals none at all •, that 
therefore alfo the Scoria made by thefe, are fafer 
than the other •, neverthclcfs, I confefs that thofe 
are fomewhat cruder, and more immature than thole 
made with Antimony ', but being extrafted with Spi¬ 
rit of Wine, yield an excellent Tinfture, which is 
a kind of a Univerfal Medicine •, for it is lufficiently 
known, that no fubjeds ( Gold and Silver except¬ 
ed ) are found fitter for Medicine, than Antimony 
and common Sulphur. And becaufe Wood-Coals 
exadly anfwer to this common Sulphur in their 
nature, properties, powers, and virtue, therefore 1 
commend the Scoria’s made by them, and prefer 
them to thofe prepared by Mineral Sulphur and 
Antimony; not that there is a greater efficacy in 
Coals than in Antimony and common Sulphur,but be¬ 
caufe thofe of Coals difiolved by fixt Nitre, are ren¬ 
dered more apt and caiie to render their virtues to 
fpirit of Wine, are of a more eafie extradion, and 
are fomewhat more familiar to the animal nature, 
than common Sulphur and Antimony. But the Me¬ 
dicine prepared of either of thofe fcoria, is effica¬ 
cious, and diflereth but little in its external fpe- 
cies and colour. All the difference in thofe Tin- 
dures, is, That that which is extraded from the 
Antimonial fcoria, if it be taken in a little the lar¬ 
ger dole, before fixation, caufeth vomiting, and 
operateth more forcibly than the other two- All 
three after the manner of fulphurs, gild lilver, help 
the growth of Vegetables, by dunging, and nouriffi 
and augment Gold being made fpiritual, and clofed 
up in the moift way. 

And although 1 do not yet know what it can per¬ 
form in the tranfmutation of Metals, yet I am per¬ 
vaded, that if it were fixed and rendered conffant 
in the Fire, and made to have ingrefs into metals, that 
it would efied fomething in tranfmutation • Itfuf- 
ficeth me at this time to have indicated the way by 
which a univerfal Remedy againft all curable Di= 
fcafes, is to be prepared of the remaining fcoria- 


He that defires to know more, let him fet to his 
hand, and fearch farther ; the way is opened to 
him: But if he defires fomewhat better, let him fet 
upon the Spirit of Mercury and Gold, which is forced 
into the Receivers, and fearch for it in that- As 
for the remaining parts, viz., the metallick flowers, 
and the running Argent-vivc, which pafled together 
into the Receivers, the running Argent--vive may be 
feparated from the Flowers, and ufed again for the 
like labour, by amalgamating it with Jupiter- The 
Flowers are again to be reduced with the fulminated 
metals, that nothing of the Gold and Silver may 
be loft i fo this labour being continued, will give 
a perpetual encreafe of Gold and Silver, befides the 
tinging Anima, and the Expences will be only for 
the Salt-Pctre, which will be little to thofe who know 
how to make Salt-Pctre thcmfclvcs, for the making 
of which, I have (hewed the way ; fo that without 
any great labour, trouble, and coft, not only an 
honclt livelihood may be gotten, but alfo a good 
medicine, for the relief and comfort of theforfa- 
ken Sick. 

But before I conclude this my concentration of 
metals by Salt-petre, I think fit here to adjoin fome 
admonitions for the benefit of the ftudiousof thefe 
Labours. When in the reduction of the metals de= 
ftroyed by the Fulmen of Jove , the fcoria arc left 
too long upon the gold, and not poured off in due 
time, they (after a certain magnetick manner J at= 
traft the remaining Amnia which the Fulmen hath lefc 
in the Gold, and leave the whole pale. If Argent- 
vive be amalgamated afrefh with this pale Gold, and 
this Labour fometimes repeated, the Gold will be 
wholly fpoil’d of its Amma , being partly driven in¬ 
to the Receivers, and that which is left attracted by 
the fcoria, then the gold lofcth all its colour, 
and the fcoria put on a bloody colour- From this 
red fcoria the Tin&urc is to be extraded, by a 
certain lingular Artifice, and to beufed in the known 
manner- The pale Gold i ccovcreth its yellow colour 
by Iron, Copper or Antimony. 

Moreover, this is alfo to beobferved, When by 
the Fulmen of Jove the anima of © and 5 is propel¬ 
led into the Receivers, the Receivers being taken 
olf, the Flowers which hide the Anima , are to be 
taken out, and kept in Glafles clofe ftopt- For the 
faid Anima of © and 5 is fo fpiritual, volatile, and 
fugacious, that like a Bird it prefently flies away, 
and leaves an empty Nell \ the truth of which thing 
I have experienced. He that trill not believe rrhat I 
fay , let him try, and he will find it to be true. 

But that I may fhew the ftudious of the Hcrme- 
tick Medicine how he may experience this matter, 
I will declare by what chance I my fclf came to 
know it. 

At a certain time, when I had taken the anima 
of Gold and Mercury, made by the Fulmen of Jove, 
out of the Receivers, not clearing one Receiver fo 
well, but that fomewhat of the anima remained 
therein ; I put in fome ounces of Water, that I 
might thereby the better wafh out the remaining 
Flowers: In the mean time, fome more urgent bu- 
finefs called me away, 1 fet the Receiver with the 
Water in it, upon a Table, in my Laboratory, be¬ 
fore or near a Window, and forgetting it, left it 
there for fome daics •, the Cold being then very 
fharp, in that time had frozen all into Ice ; I coming 
into my Laboratory, to fee if fome Glafles, in which 
were Water, were not broken by the Ice, as is ufual, 
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I found fomc wholly filled with lcc, and feeing this 
Receiver to lie there, I prefcntly bdieved that Re¬ 
ceiver to be broken by the Froft; but taking it up in 
my hand, I found that the Water in it was not fro¬ 
zen, but remained clear, therefore 1 rejoiced that 
the Glafs remained unhurt, and wondered much 
whence it fhould proceed} but Tcpuld impute it to 
no other thing, but to the hot fpirit of Gold and 
Mercury, of which notvvithflanding there could not 
above three or four grains remain in the Glafs, 
which although fo very little, preferved fome ounces 
of Water from freezing. From that time weighing 
the matter more diligently', I found an incredible 
heat in that Anima. Let others enquire and fcarch 
what may be performed by fuch a heat ; this 1 know, 
that hereafter there will be fedulous Artifts, who will 
thank me for this my faithful lnftitution. 

For it is very likely, that this fubtile and fiery Spi¬ 
rit of Gold and Mercury, fuch as it yet is before 
fixation, may be prelently ufed with great profit, 
in the taking away many occult Difeafes of the 
Body. Moreover, it is to be obferved , That if 
Metals, whether Gold, Silver, or Copper be to be 
conjoined by amalgamation with Tin and Argent- 
vive, they ought firft to be reduced into pure and 
Ihining Calces, that they may be the more readily 
received by the Mercury : But only a fourth or fixth 
part of the Calx is to be added in the Amalgama¬ 
tion, left- the Tin (by too great a quantity of the 
Calx ) be hindered in fulminating, for the whole 
operation conlifteth in aright Elimination. But left 
any fhould erre in working, he may firft make trial, 
whether all things be well mixed and prepared, by 
putting half a dram of the mixture into a fmall 
Crucible, and upon that a live Coal, and behol¬ 
ding the Fulnien with an intent eye, that he may fee 
what colour ic gives : If it rifeth fo white and 
clear, that it dazleth the eyes, as the looking upon 
the Sun is wont to do, all things are rightly and 
orderly mixt; the fmoak is tinged with the co¬ 
lour of the adjoined Metal, as Purple from Gold, 
Blue from Silver, Green from Copper, but Tin and 
Argent-vive only give White. Alfo from the Mafs 
remaining in the Crucible, it may be feen whether 
the Fulmen be rightly performed, viz., if the Caput 
Alort. or refiding Mats be porous, and fiery upon the 
Tongue, being touched therewith- The Colours aU 
fo of that Mafs are various, according to the added 
Metal; Tin and Argent-vive alone leave a fiery 
white matter. 

Neither is this to be palled by, being of no fmall 
moment, viz.. If you leek not a Medicine, but only 
the emendation of Metals, it is not neceflary to add 


205. 

Mercury with the Metals, but the Gold, Silver, or 
Copper may be melted with Tin, for fo they become 
a brittle Mafs, which may be powdered in a Mortar, 
and mixed with an equal weight, or a little more, of 
Salt petre, and put into a ftrong Crucible, and cove¬ 
red, then put into a circular lire, fo that the fire may 
approach it by degrees, till the Crucible and Matter 
be hot, and at length taking flame, may be enkin¬ 
dled and difperfed. In which operation many Flo¬ 
wers Hie away, and a fiery Mafs remaineth in the bot¬ 
tom, which is again to be reduced into a metallick 
body in a ftrong Crucible, in a WindTurnace, by 
the addition of fomecombuftible fulphur, and after 
the reduction, to be reduced again into powder,and 
mixed with frclh Nitre, and again treated in the fame 
manner, by fometimes repeating the former Labour. 
At length that Mafs being reduced in a Crucible, the 
Gold, Silver, or Copper will be found augmented by 
the Tin- 

NB. Bccaufe in this operation, not a little of the 
Metals flies away in fume, the Crucible may be fet in 
fome Wall, and on the Wall over it fome Veflels or 
fubliming Pots capacious enough may be faftened 
over it, that the Metals being kindled by the Fulmen, 
the elevated Flowers may be preferved and advanced 
to a purer Metal than they were before- This La¬ 
bour doth notdifler much from the Operation of Ba-. 
filius, In which Salt-petrc faith, Afy Lover is a cheerful 
or pleafant Woman , &c- 

There arc only two feminine Metals, viz.. Luna 
and Vituns, either of which ferveth to this Labour, 
yet this is more profitable than that, yea, and the 
lame Labour giveth an augment to Sol, Mars, and Sa¬ 
turn, which arc not feminine. When Tin is melted 
with 2 or >,thefe pleafant females are elevated with 
joy, they ling, dance, and fuller themfelves to be ham 
died in what manner foever it ihall pleafe one to treat 
them, therefore they arc called brisker pleafant Wo¬ 
men. This is an Operation not to be contemned, 
forafmuch as it well conipenfatcth the Labour, and 
requireth but fmall cofts befides the Salt-Petre, and 
alfo may be wrought in a great quantity, but our for¬ 
mer with Mercury is better. There is yet more lies 
hid in this operation, but I think it not neceflary here 
to recount all things- Let the Reader kindly accept 
of this, andfhorcly (God willing) more and better 
Ihall follow. 

Whatfoeverl have here written, is the very truth, 
and confirmed by many Experiments, in which every 
one may fafely confide, and if he operates aright, will 
find the truth } for all things here delivered, are to be 
underftood according to the Letter, and fo to be ob¬ 
ferved in all the Labours- 
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TREATISE 

Of an Univerfal Medicine,; 

o R, 

9 Cruc 9urum ^otabile* 


« 

Being an accurate Defcriptionofa True Univerfal Medicine, and of 

its admirable Virtue and Efficacy which itfheweth upon the Vegetables, Animals , and 
Minerals. A Gift prefented unto all fuch Noblemen as are delirous to prfferve 
their Health,and to attain to a Long Life ,• it beiog an Univerfal Medicine , or A True 
Aurum (potabile. 


A Fter that 1 had by GOD’S affiflance defcribed 
three excellent Procejfcs in the Continuation of 
the Miraculum Mundi, and had bejlowed the 
fame on men of fever al orders, that thereby they 
might the eafilter, and with a fafer Co'nfcience, provide 
themfelves with Food and Raiment : I was alfo defroits 
of tendering fome fmall Prcfent to Noblemen too, and fuch 
who are of eminent power and authority, and whom I had 
not forgotten to prefent with fome Gift, which may ftrve 
for the prtfervation of their good health for a long time, 
and for the reflanration of it when loft. 

For it is a thing of the greateft Concernment for the 
Nobles and fuch men as are placed in the degree of Power 
and Authority, to have the fruition of bodily healthy 
whereby they may wifely rule over the fttbjetts committed 
unto them by Gcd, and may ufe a found mind about the 
defence of the Good, and the punijbment of the Vngod- 
ly. JSfow a found mind inhabiting in a found body, doth 
proceed (next after the Divine Grace) out of a found 
Heart and Brain. And it cannot be, that a pnblick^Go- 
vemment can be rightly and well admin'tflred without a 
good Health •, attdtlns is as clear and evident as the noon¬ 
day light is. Forafmtich therefore as the fafety and pre¬ 
fer vat ion of all Kingdoms and Republic's is placed in the 
IVifdom of their Rulers and Magi ft rates, and that im¬ 
prudence and ignorance of the Rulers is wont to ruin their 
Subjctts, it is a thing of the highefl confluence to fave 
the Head of the whole Kingdom or Country found, whole y 
cheerful , prudent and ingtntctts , and that he be not made 
unfit or incapable for tic Government , by dtfeafes y fad- 
rtfs, fjoihfulufs, and ftnpidity , Therefore the love of 


my Neighbour conflrains me to publifh this Vniverfal 
Alcdicine for the fake of the Great ones of the World, fee¬ 
ing it is fo much conducive to the perpetual felicity and 
happinejs of a found and good Government ; for no man 
can be faidtobe a found man, if he be not of a found con* 
flitntion of Body. What benefit, I pray, can a fick man 
bring to himfelf\ or to other men ? V:rily none at all, but 
is rather an hindrance and detri?nent both to himfelf y and 
unto others likgwife : For when the Head is ill, there are 
a great many Members tnufl ferve it y but if the Head be 
found and well y it exercifeth the governance of the whole 
Body very happily . 

What profit has a man that is tormented wttbSicknejJes 
f and Dolours, of all his vaft Wealth and Riches, fince he 
can neither ufe them nor enjoy them y looking upon tbc?n 
with a kind of naufeat e y and at lafi leaving them with grief 
behind. Certainly a found body is to be preferred far before 
all theTreafures of this World, and no body will gain-fay 
this . He is to be judged the Happieft man, that pojfeffeth 
tho/e two the greateft Gifts of God, viz. good Health and 
Riches . Sicknefs and Poverty are to be efleemed worfc 
than even Death it fclfi 

Wefometimes fee, that pious Mapiftrates and Gover¬ 
nors arc fnatcht away, and killed with fmall Dijeafes 
which otherwife might have yet Ruled very many years 
over tbeir fubjetts, had they had but good Medicaments 
by help whereof they might have been Juccoured. 

As for the way of Conferving good Health , and reco¬ 
vering it when loft, this little Bookjdoth mojt exaFtly fliew 
the fame, which I commend unto all thofe who are defir out 
of its preservation . 
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Of a Umverfal Medicine? 

O R, 

AURUM POTABILE. 


T HE Medicine that is honoured with the 
Title of Vniverjd mult be of this pro¬ 
perty, viz., to operate univerfally upon 
the three Kingdoms, viz., the Vegetable, 
Animal, and the Mineral, and to be able to fuccour 
each of them, as a molt high Medicine Ihould do. 
Whatfoever now does not abound with fuch an excel* 
lent property, the Title of Vniverfal is falfly attri¬ 
buted unto it ; nor is it worthy fuch a Noble 
Name. 

Therefore it doth, in the firft place, behove me 
really, and in very deed, to demonftratc in this Book 
which treats of fuch a llniverfal medicine, that this 
famemiedicinc which is fo intituled, doth alfo pofiefs 
thofe very fame virtues and properties which a lini- 
verfal medicine ought to have- And farther, Such 
a llniverfal medicine ought not only to be a molt 
friendly Auxiliary and Helper, univerfally, to thole 
three Kingdoms, viz., the Vegetable, Animal, and 
Mineral, but it is likewife neceflary that it be alfo 
preparable out of all thofe three Kingdoms, Vege¬ 
table, Animal,and Mineral, and that too out of each 
apart, without the addition of any peregrine thing, 
and without any great labour, for the benefit and 
profit as well of the Poor as of the Rich. 

They therefore do extreamly erre who are of 
fuch a foolifh opinion, as to Dream that the mat: 
ter of the univerfal medicine is only produced in 
fuch or fuch a place, and is to be fetch’d out of 
this or that Country with a great deal of Labour 
and Charges. 

This opinion is Diametrically oppofite to the com* 
mon Vogue and Saying of all true PniJofophers, who 
dounanimoufly confefs, that their matter is every 
w here to be found, and every one has it, and it is in the 
pofTefiion both of the Poor and of the Rich : And this 
verily is foopen and evident a Saying, that nothing 
can be fpoken more apparently. 

For my part, 1 do affirm, that this Art is Vegeta¬ 
ble, Animal, and Mineral, and that there is not a man 
to be found in the whole World, that has not the 
knowledge of this univerfal matter, and that does not 
ufe the fame- Yea more, 1 do alfo affirm, that even a 
new-born Infant cannot live without it- 

I have already accurately demonltrated in many 
places of the Writings l have hitherto publifhed, that 
Nitre is found in all the things of the whole World ; 
and fo not only in all Vegetables, Animals, and Mi¬ 
nerals, but alfo in the very Elements themfelves, viz.. 
in the Earth, in the Water, in the Air, in the Fire : 
And for this reafon it both may, and defervedly 
ought to be called a llniverfal matter ; for withouc 
the Elements can no man live. And now, whether 
any one believes this which 1 here mention, or does 
not credit it, ’tis all a cafe tome; what I have faid I 
havefaid, nor need 1 fay more. And thus much let 
fuffice concerning the univerfal matter; 


The Preparation I have openly enough treated of 
in many places of my Writings, but efpecially in my 
Mir acu!urn Mnndi , and in the other Writings there* 
unto appertaining •, and therefore I forbear to make 
any more prolix declaration, and to multiply any 
more words about it- 

But yet notwithfianding, I do here adjoin thus 
much, and confefs, that although I have feveral times 
prepared that univerfal medicine, yet the Preparation 
thereof has not at all times anfwercd my defires; nor 
hath it as yet been ever brought by me unto the ut- 
moft perfection and fixation, becaufe I have wanted 
both time and opportunity of accomplifhing it, and 
many other Impediments have hindered me from 
compafiing the fame according to my mind. But as 
concerning what Progrcfs I have therein made, and 
that I can as yet perform or finifh the fame in three 
daies time ; this, I fay, I will confecrate to eternal 
memory, and in no cafe hold my peace, but fpcak 
on, for the inftruCtions fake of Poflerity. 

And this l do to this end , that the omnipotence 
and bounty of God may be the more manifeft, and 
that His Divine Name may be honoured the more, 
and that many Thoufands of Sick people may be 
fuccoured with a molt prefent and fpeedy Remedy. 

This is the only caufe that ftirred me up to make 
this Difcourfe of the univerfal medicine ; for 1 nei¬ 
ther would, nor indeed ought I to burthen my Con* 
feience by the concealment thereof, nor to hide and 
bury with mein my Grave, fuch a noble Gift of God, 
and the Talent which of His Gracious Benignity He 
hath been plcafcd to beftow upon me. 

But yet I would not that any one fhould perfwade 
himfelf that he fhall (by his Toothing words and large 
promifesof golden mountains) fqueeze out from me 
the Preparation of the fame, whereby he may make ufc 
thereof to lead his Life in Pleafures, Pride, and Im¬ 
piety, and fo hurt poor mankind. No, let fuch an 
one be alTured, that I will never do fo, for it is not in 
my power to reveal to every one fuch a great Gift,' 
and which is of God, and not of Man, but ’tis in the 
power of God alone fo to do : And as for my felf, 

I would much rather die, than to reveal and proflitute 
it to a wicked man. Befides, I would not have any 
one to fuppofe, that whereas I call this medicine of 
mine llniverfal, it is therefore able to tranfmute the 
Imperfect metals into Gold, fo as to furnifh one with 
fuch vaft Treafures as the Philofophers attribute unto 
their univerfal medicine : No, for I am as yet igno¬ 
rant of fuch a tranfmutation, nor indeed do I covet it, 
or gape thereafter,but give unto God only molt great 
Thanks for that medicine, by which (being vouchfa- 
fed me of His nieer bounty ) I am able to fuccour 
the miferable, fick, tormented, and difeafed ones, 
and celebrate the glory and benignity of the Lord. 

1 do withal readily confefs, that I have not as hither¬ 
to received any benefit at all therefrom about the bet* 
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£ ering of che Metals thereby •, nor do 1 at all feek 
after any benefits in that kind of way, being conten¬ 
ted with thac Medicine, advanced to fuchapafs, as 
whereby it may be able to fiiffice me to get Food and 
Raiment by God’s help. 1 covet not after abundance 
of Riches, and do only beg of God, that He would 
neither atfli<ft me with Poverty and Want, nor beftow 
on me too much Satiety andFulnefs, left I fhould be 
lifted up with Pride, and fay. Who is the Lord ? Nay 
verily, if I could with this Medicine get my felf great 
benefit, as to the mctallick affairs, yet would I not do 
it, nor would 1 lay out fucli a great Gift of God,upon 
temporary things, thereby to rob the poor, miferable, 
fick people of the fame, for whofe fake God was pica- 
fed to beftow it. 

Perhaps it may fo come to pafs, that this my Me¬ 
dicine may, by the labour of diligent fearchers, be 
brought tofucha pafs, as to be capable of excrcifing 
its power upon the lefter and ini perfect metals, and 
that by a fruitful or profitable amendingand correct¬ 
ing them: But this is a thing that God referves to 
Himfelf, as pofited in His alone good pleafure, whofe 
Grace and Favour we mult with a patient expectation 
wait for: Mean while we may lawfully enjoy this 
molt excellent medicine, which being a molt certain 
Argument of the verity and power, ariling from fuch 
a notable Art, doth abundantly ferve to ftop the 
fhamelefs mouths, and break the mifehievous Teeth 
of all Farmerian Alfes. But yet notwithftanding 
fome or other of them may haply fpue out Tome poi- 
fonous ftulf out of his fhamelefs mouth, and fay, 
With what right can I impofe the name of Vniverfal 
Medicine upon this Medicine of mine, feeing that I 
do not in the leaft deny, that it is not available to 
bring me any benefit out of the metals, but can only 
heal the Difeafes of the Sick : Whereas the Philofo- 
phers do on the contrary atteft, that their Univerfal 
medicine hath fuch virtues as are wont to tranfmute 
the lelfer or meaner metals into Gold, and that with 
moft exceeding profit. 

For anfwer to fuch as thefe, I fay, that although 
this medicine of mine which is here treated of, hath 
not hitherto brought me any profit by the meliora¬ 
tion of the metals, yet it dcnionftrates it felf to be 
univerfal, and to be worthy that fame Title; for 
I have been hindered through want of time and other 
lefts (as 1 faid afore) from hitherto bringing it unto 
perfection and fixation- And 1 pray who can tell 
what God will be pleafed to vouchfafe in procefs of 
time. A new-born Infant cannot well be upbraided 
( i f wanting wit and judgment it does not attempt and 
efFeCt fome great matters ) and be on this wife twitted. 
Ho ! it is not a man, ’tis beardlefs, it underftands 
nothing, it lies along and cannot help it felf, it has 
nothing but what they reach out unto it. Well, well, 
let the Infant but arrive unto its due age, and let 
its due meat and drink be adminiftred unto it, and 
then in length of time it will attain toarequifite fta- 
turc and ftrength, and will propagate and multiply 
its own kind. For if there be but once the humane 
form, there will not proceed ought elfe thenccfrom, 
but a perfeCt man. Juft fo Hands the cafe with my 
medicine, which is exceeding like to a new=born In¬ 
fant, whereto regard being had, according to a Phi¬ 
lofophical manner, there will be no.doubt, but that 
it will arrive unto a due perfection. 

And now, the things which it doth even already 
perform,do all ofthem fufficiently argue and teftifie, 
that procefs of time both can & indeed muft produce, 


thereout of fome better thing -, even as a good Pa¬ 
rent wilheth for nothing more, than that (whilft him- 
fclf is living) his Children may grow up to man’s 
eftate, and be happily married, and by a new Off- 
fpring preferve his Name and Stock, and yield their 
help towards the multiplication of mankind, and he 
himfelf is vvondroully joyed in his Grandchildren : 
But yet in the meanwhile he cannot be at all certain 
that his Life fliall be fo long prorogued, as to have a 
fruition of fo much happinefs, and therefore muft 
commit the whole affair to God’s pleafure, and pa¬ 
tiently wait upon him, and fee what that Omnipo¬ 
tent Creator ( who indeed lhewed unto Mofes the 
Promifcd Land, but granted him not fo long Life as 
to enter thereinto) will do with him and his •, even 
fo hath the Lord lhewed unto me the Promifed Land, 
but whether or no I am worthy to arrive fo far as to 
enjoy the pleafant Fruits thereof, GOD only knows; 
His merciful bounty hath beftowed upon me in my 
old Age a Philofophical Infant, which doth exceed¬ 
ingly rejoice me: But yet verily am 1 utterly ignorant 
whether or no He will vouchfafe unto me fo long 
a Life, as to fee the virile or man-like age there¬ 
of- 

Therefore, like as a Father, unto whom in his old 
Age the Divine Bounty hath vouebfafed an Heir, tho’ 
(haply) he well knows that the faid Heir cannot pof- 
fibly arrive unto man’s eftate, during his ( viz., the 
Father’s) life, yet nevcrthelels he is exceedingly joy¬ 
ed, in that he hath an Heir to keep up his Name, and 
which will in time trace his Father’s footfteps (viz.. 
have more Children): Even juft fo doth my new¬ 
born Philofophical Infant exceedingly rejoice me, 
though haply I know that my Life will not Jaft fo 
long, as to be a Poflelfor of the fame, intheftate of 
its being advanced unto perfection-However, 1 doubt 
not but that God will ftir up other nurfing Fathers to 
this tender Infant, that being educated and nourifhed 
by them, it may arrive unto a Man-like ftrength, 
and unto virile powers and virtues, and may become 
fcrviceablc to the advancement of the Honour of God, 
and to the fuccouring of many Thoufands of fick 
'People. The way of attaining this, I have, accor¬ 
ding to my fimple judgment, too and agen, and peice- 
mcalas it were, opened and revealed in divers places 
of my Work, viz.. how r it may be moft commodi- 
oufly effected, and therefore I judge it needlefs to 
treat thereof any farther in this place. 


Of the Nature , Form , Properties, and admirable 
Virtue and Efficacy of my True Aurum Po- 
tabilc. 

A S touching the form of this fame new-born 
Infant, 1 would have the well-minded Reader 
know, that it is like unto a poor, naked, tender Babe, 
of no fplendour, of a fimple afpeCt, but yet carries 
within it felf all the colours of the whole World, 
which by how much the older it grows, fo much the 
fairer colours doth it yield. The Fire affords it nm 
triment, and clothes it with Garments of various co= 
lours, and makes it ftrong, fair, noble, and potent, 
infomuch that it may not undefervedly be termed its 
Father. Being bora out of the Earth its Mother, it 
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loves it, and ufeth it for its nutriment, until that 
arriving unto full years, it becomes like its Father 
the Fire, and leaves its Mother the Earth, and like a 
Lord of full age, bears rule over its Hereditary Pof- 
feffions- But during its Minority and Infancy, all its 
aftions are look’d on as ehildilh, but yet fo that pre- 
feDtly(or even now) appears what kind of notable 
man he will be, making good that Proverb ; Hrit ma- 
tiirt ejuod vnlt art tea manure. 

That which will a Nettle be i 

Stings betimes , tmft \cn me. 

For feeing that a new-born Infant doth abound with 
fo much virtue, as to be able to do fo much good, 
What would not lie be capable of effefting, Ihould he 
attain to a ripenefs of years ? It will be therefore 
worth while to hear and fee what virtues it is able 
toexercife upon Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals -, 
and firft, we will treat about the Vegetables. 


By what way a Trial is to he made , whether or 
vo this Aurum Potabile, or Aqua-vita: of the 
Philofophers, he a mosl high Medicine for the 
Vegetables. 

E Very body knows, that the Vegetables which are 
to grow up, and be multiplied, muft be alio nou- 
rilhed- This nourifhmcnt now is nothing elfe but a 
fulphnreous Salt, whether it hath its Rife from the. 
Vegetables, or from the Animals, or from the Mine¬ 
rals \ for ’tis all a cafe to the Vegetables, from what- 
foever it proceeds, fo that they have but their nutri¬ 
ment, by which they may grow, be encreafed, and be 
multiplied. The Husband-man ufeth the Dung of 
any Cattel or Sheep, to dung his Lands withal, that 
the Seed fown in the dunged Earth, may thence ex¬ 
tract the Salt, and convert it into its own nutriment, 
and fo grow up, and be encreafed ; and befidcs this 
kind of Dunging he knows none- 

But the true Naturalift makes ufe of the Excrements 
of other Animals, yea, and the Minerals themfelves 
too, for the dunging of the Ground •, concerning 
which thing, I have written at large in my other. 
Writings, and efpecially in my Miraculim Mundi 
and therefore there’s no need at all of making any 
farther repetition of the fame here. Forafmuch 
therefore as my Murnm Potabile is all'o a fulphureous 
Salt, but yet far Itrongcr, and more efficacious than 
that which lies in the common Dung of Beafts and 
Cattel, and fo confequently promotes the accretion 
or growth,and multiplication of all the Vegetables in a 
wonderful maner-I have judged it a thing worth while 
to fetdovvn in this place the ufe thereof in the me¬ 
lioration of the Vegetables, that fo it may be evi= 
dently demonftrated, that this my Potable Gold is the 
moft excellent Medicine for all the Vegetables, and 
that their Particular Medicine which doth firft proceed 
from the Dung of Sheep and Cattel, doth aftefwards 
difplay its virtues by an Vmvcrfal operation. For 
if the Dung of Horfes, Cows, and Sheep fas ’tis bare¬ 
ly Dung) could but fuccour Men and Metals, like as 
it brings a medical or helping fuccour unto the Vcge^ 
tables^then might it by the fame reafon be likewife 
called HmverJ.il, 


But whereas it is an helper to the Vegetables on¬ 
ly, and hath no conjoining familiarity with the Mine¬ 
rals and Animals, therctorc is it rightly and dcler- 
vedly to be referred to the order of particular Me¬ 
dicines, which are helpful to the Vegetables only. 
But yet notwithftanding, the Salt being extracted 
out of thofe forts of Dung, and converted into Salt¬ 
petre, (which is a thing ealily donej doth then ad- 
. mit of being tranfmuted into a Vmv.rfal Medicn.e •• 
But now, afore fuch a Tranfmutation be made, it 
does not exceed the order or bounds of Particular Me* 
dicaments- But this Aurum Pot at tie of mine merits 
the name of a true Univerfal Medicine, as being not 
only a moft high Medicine for the Vegetables, butal- 
fo for the Animals and Minerals too, and this lliall be 
perfeftly demonllrated as follows- 

You muft get fome Vell'els made of the belt Earth, 
and Itrong, and fuch as being well burnt in the Fire, 
become like a Stone- And amongft fuch Earths, the 
Colen, Si burg, Waldenberg, and other fuch-like natured 
Earths, are the fittclt for this Work -, let them be made 
very thick, and fuch as will not imbibe any Water. 
If you want fuch as thefe, caufe then your Veffels to 
be made of Glafs; for every porous kind of Earth, 
though it be glazed over with Lcad-glafs, yet it is 
not fo fit for this kind of operation ; therefore you 
muft of neccffity provide your felfwith fit and con¬ 
venient- Vell'els, and have a moft efpccial regard to 
this admonition. Let fuch a VelTel be a fpafi long, 
or high, or deep, and let it have the fame breadth or 
largenefs,and let its bottom be perforated with fome 
fmall holes, like as thofe Pots which are made for 
the keeping of Flowers in are wont to be : The Pots 
being thus prepared and filled up topTull, with clear 
and lean Sand, you may put or plant therein three 
or four Seeds of fuch Hcibs that you have a mir.d to 
plant, thatfo if haply one of them comes not to good, 
thefecond,third,or fourth may- When the feeds 
are on this wife put in the faid Sand, and Pnall have 
been moiftened with our Univerfal Water, the Pots 
muft then be fet abroad to the Sun and Air, that fo 
the Seeds may fpring up and grow, which feeds, if 
good, and not too old, will in a few dales time, grow 
up out of the Sand, as if they had been in any other 
fat Earth- Now, when they lliall have fprouted up fo 
high as a fingers length, you muft leave in your laid 
Pots t woof the biggeft and ftrongeft ftalks or fprout«, 
and pluck up the others, left they Ihould impede each 
others growth ; and you muft let them have room 
enough in the Pot to grow. 

This Veflcl thus filled with fand, and planned with 
feeds, is to be fet upon another ftrong Dilh or Plat¬ 
ter, and which is made of the like fort of Stone-like 
Earth, that fo if that medicinal water Ihould happen 
to penetrate and deft il through the fand, it may not be 
loft, but being faved, may be again poured into the 
pot-full of fand- Moreover, you muft diligently 
take heed that no Rain-water fall therein and walh 
away that medicinal water, and fo take from the 
Herbs their nutriment. The fand muft not be too 
much wetted, but lie ahvaies fomewh. t moift, left 
by being quite dry, or too wet, the whole Work be 
corrupted by either the excels or defcift of the due 
temperament: All things here preferibed being du¬ 
ly obferved, the Herb fprings up in albert time,an<l 
bears Flowers and Fruits fconer ar.d berrer, than if it 
had grown in other dunged Earth- ThcCclonr' be¬ 
come fairer, die Odours will be ft render, the \ irrncs 
alfo w ill be gieater, ar.d thefe Herbs do like .' :fe horr¬ 
id h h cer 
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ger keep their virtues) and are not fo corruptible as 
others are. Afierthat all the humidity which you 
poured firft on, Ihall have been confnmcd by the Sun 
and the Air, fo as that it is plainly vaniflit, there mult 
fome other Rain water ( wherein a little of that po¬ 
table Gold (hall have been dillolved ) be again poured 
on upon the Sand, that fo the Herb may have its due 
fupplyof nourifliment) fo long as it fliall be a-growing, 
for the whole World knows, that there does not 
grow ought at all out of fand, which is only wetted' 
with bare Rain-water- 

Likewife by the help of this Univerfal Medicine all 
kinds of Herbs and Plants may be made apt to ger¬ 
minate and grow even in mid-Winter, and may be 
at any time amended, if fo be that dilfolved Liquor 
be bnt poured on upon the Roots- So will they be 
fooncr ripe, and yield their Flowers and Fruits much 
fpeedier than thofe that are dunged after the com¬ 
mon way, yea, and more too- I fay, that as to their 
virtues and efficacy, they are to be preferred far be¬ 
fore the common ones- The bare Ample Univerfal 
Medicine is wont to fliew fo much efficacy, as is here 
mentioned : But now fome metallick Ferment being 
added thereunto, makes it far more efficacious ; for 
by means thereof, the Herbs acquire greater and bet¬ 
ter virtues. 

If there be adjoined thereunto an aureous ferment, 
the Herbs will not only get the virtues of the Gold,but 
will alfo appear fpottedhere and there,in their Leaves 
and Flowers, with golden fpots like little Stars, and 
will wonderfully pleafe the fight by their delicate 
afpeft. 

If a Silver Ferment be thereto added, the Herbs 
will be impregnated with Silvery virtues, and be pain¬ 
ted with lilvcr fpots as they grow. The Herbs being 
by this means bettered with a golden Ferment for 
the Heart, and with a Silver Ferment for the Brain, 
do with a more admirable efficacy fuccour thofe Mem¬ 
bers. And if the great ones of the World did for 
their Health’s fake take care for the nourifliing fuch 
Herbs as thefe in their Gardens, there’s no doubt at 
all to be made, but that they would thencefrom ob¬ 
tain molt great benefits. For, befides their wonder¬ 
fully delighting the fight with their beauty and deli- 
carenefs, and befides their admirable virtues, in which 
they far excel the common Herbs, they do likewife 
bring this exceeding great profit, viz., they may be 
made ule of inftead of my Annan Potabile , which 
perhaps fome great men may be averfe from taking, 
through the perfwrffions of their ignorant Phyficians, 
who moft-an- end do, by realon of their fottiffi itupi- 
dity and ignorance, fnarle and bite at fuch kind of 
eminent Medicines, and divert their Lords and Ma¬ 
ilers from the ufing ot them, as if they were fo 
many Poifons- . , , 

If therefore (to free themfelvcs trom that need¬ 
led care) they did but make ufc of thefe Herbs in¬ 
ftead of my Potable Gold, they would however, by 
the help of fuch Vegetables, enjoy fo much of the 
efficacy of my Potable Gold, as to keep themfclves 
in good Health, or to recover it, being loft- 

Befides too, the faid Potable Gold may be molt 
commodioufly and fitly applied to the ulc of Man¬ 
kind, not only by the help of the Vegetables, but 
alfo of the Animals too, and that on this wife. 

Hens (or Pullets, &c.) are to be a while nouriffied 
with Oats, Barley, Wheat, or other kind of Grain, 
macerated with the Liquor of that Univerfal Vedi- 
cine; and being nouriffied therewithal, they will by 
concoction or digeftion tranfmute thofe Medicinal 


Virtues into their Fleffi, and fo be far more effica¬ 
cious and nobler than the fleffi of other Hens or 
Poultry. The Dung likewife of fuch Fowls may be 
faved, and mixt with Sand, and Herbs be therein 
planted, which by this means will be rendered bet¬ 
ter than the common Herbs, bccaufe they aflinne 
to themfclves the Reliques of that Liquor which the 
Fowls did not confume, and by digeltion tranlmute 
into their Fleffi, and fo do convert it into their proper 
juice, fo that there is not any thing at all ofthatLi-- 
quor loft, but the whole of it pafleth into moll nota¬ 
ble profit. 

Verily this is an excellent and admirable Tranfi 
plantation of an Univerfal Medicine, into the Vege¬ 
tables and Animals, the which the tender great ones 
of the World may mak,e ufc of with the greateft fc- 
curity. 

Such now as thefe ('viz.- the great ones) feeing 
that this Univerfal Medicine of mine doth not at all 
hurt the tender feeds of Herbs, or the young Pullen, 
but rather beftows on them a greater efficacy and 
ftrength, will doubtlcfly be induced to believe and 
underftand thus much, viz- that this fame Medicine 
will in no cafe prove hurtful unto Men, who as to 
tenderr.efs, cannot belike the feeds of Herbs, or like 
tenderPullen. 

If this Medicine be of fo great an efficacy as to be 
capable of tranfmuting fome venenate Mineral, fuch 
as Mercury is, into true Gold, and that in a few hours 
fpace, as w T e fliall fee and hear by and by, it mult 
neceflarily follow, that it is not infedted with any 
malignity or venom, for the malignity of one thing 
does not amend or corredl: the malignity of another 
thing, but rather makes it worfer. 

From hence it is apparently manifeft, that that 
Potable Gold does not at all partake of any maligni¬ 
ty, but is a moll; wholfome Medicine for both Ve¬ 
getables, Animals, and Minerals; Which thing, if 
any one will not give credit unto, or fliall not be 
capable to underftand the fame, I know not what 
other help to afford him ; for minding my own affairs, 
I have propounded and fet down all tilings out of a 
good and ilncere mind ; if fo be that any one hath 
ought that is better, let him produce it out-right, 
and not defpife thofe things which he does not un¬ 
derftand, left haply he hazardeth his good name, as 
that convi&cd Lyar Farmer hath done , and be de¬ 
rided , and made a laughing-ftock to the common 
People. 

But Farmer's fetting upon me with his calumnies 
and flanders, hath miniftred unto me an occafion of 
anfwcring, and of defending my felf: Upon this oc¬ 
cafion of my replying, there have fprung tip, and 
come forth to the Light molt excellent Secrets and 
Arcana’s of Nature. Surely 1 ffiould never have fo 
openly publiflied my knowledge in natural things, 
but ffiould have lain hidden in quiet, had not that 
Blood-fucker and fccret Murthcrer thrown me out 
of my tranquility by his venomous biting. 

But that it may not feem a thing llvange and ab- 
furd, that 1 write, that this Aurum Pitabile of mine 
doth induce into the growing Herbs a golden Na¬ 
ture, it feems a thing expedient unto me, to con¬ 
firm the bufinefs by fome true Hiftories. 

In the Hungarian and Tranfylvaman Chronicles, 
it is mentioned, That in thofe Countries,in which the 
foil or ground hath every where about in the Moun= 
tains, an aureous or golden nature, and from whence, 
for this Thoufand years, even to this very day, much 
Geld hath been, and yearly is digged out by the Gold- 
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Miners, and been molten, and coined into Moneys, 
there have been oft times found fuch Vines, as 
have not only had their Leaves, but alfo the Grapes 
too gilded over, as it were, with Gold, juft as if 
they had been artificially gilt. Nor is this an old 
Wife’s Fable, but a thing molt certainly true, and 
which many have affirmed unto me for a molt un¬ 
doubted Truth, fomeof which Perfons have had their 
Habitations in thofe places, and otherfomc of them 
doeven live there at this day. About Lome fix years 
fince, when 1 lived in Franconia , it chanced, that a V'ine 
to wliofe Roots I laid Gold opened, and reduced in¬ 
to its firft Ens, produced Bunches of Grapes, whofe 
Stones were gilded : Which Story 1 have mentioned 
more at large in the Confolation of Navigators. 
And but very lately a certain Noblemanof Hungary , 
told me for a moft certain Truth, that not far from 
Cremttitz., being one of the Mountain Cities of Han¬ 
garia-, a certain Husbandman found in his Vineyard 
a piece of corporeal Gold, above an Ell long, grown 
out of a Stone, and twined round about the laid 
Stone, a little piece of which was given me by the 
laid Nobleman, becaufe of the Novelty and Won¬ 
ders fake- 

But put cafe that this were not true, which not- 
vvithftanding is very true and indubitable, as being 
a thing known to the whole World, that fuch gib 
ded Grapes are often found in Hungaria and TranJ'yl- 
vania ; yet however, thofe things that 1 have men¬ 
tioned, and attributed unto my Potable Gold, are 
moft afluredly true- 

Nor can I allcadge any other caufe for thefe gil¬ 
ded Grapes and Leaves in Hungarian but this, that 
the Earth there is impregnated with golden vapours, 
or with the not yet hardened and coagulated firft 
Ens of Gold, and that aureons water being mixt 
with the Rain-water, infinuates it felf into the Roots 
and from thence afeends up into the Boughs and 
Grapes, and in them manifefts it felf, and becomes 
vifible. 

Even thus alfo is it with my Amtm Potabile , (which 
is like to a fpiritual Gold ) if it be diflolved with 
common Rain-water, and be therewithal commixt, 
and the fand (in which the feeds of the Vegetables 
were fown ) be moiftened with that Liquor, the 
nutriment is attracted out of the fand by the Vege¬ 
table Herbs, and being attracted, renders them par¬ 
takers of an aureous nature: And this experience 
teftifics to be a thing moft true y nor can it be other- 
wife. t 

By thefe few things here fpoken, every body fas 
1 fuppofe) will fulficiently enough perceive, that my 
Anrum Pctdile is a moft high Medicine for the Ve¬ 
getables. Now we will likewife prove by fome few 
but yet clear and convincing Arguments, that it is a 
moft high Medicine for the Minerals too. 
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'the pofiibility thereof, both in the moiftand in the 
dry way. 

In the firft place, it is bchoveful for every one 
to know, that the faid Anrum Potabile , when brought 
to its due perfection, and fuch as my felf know, 
hath the refemblance of a bright and clear water, 
is of a burning, hot, and fiery tafte upon the tongue, 
and gives out a fulphureous, but yet pleafant 
odour. 

• But fome may fay, What can any fuch virtues be 
in a clear Water ? What reafon have you to call ic 
Potable Gold, for that ought to be yellow or red? 
To fuch an one l anfwcr. That in the whiteneis is 
a reclncfs hidden, which is not difcrrnable in its 
tender Infancy ; but when by the help of the Fire it 
arrives to a greater age, then it difeovers it felf, 
and llicws forth its comelinefs and excellency to¬ 
gether with molt eminent ftrength and efficacy: 
For thus fay the Philofophers, Vnlefs you make our 
Gold white,you cannot make it red. And in another 
place, If any one knows bow to defray Gold , fo as it fall 
be Gold no more, he bath arrived to a moft great Secret. 
And again, in another place, Our Gold is not cowmen 
Geld, but Gold potentia f not formal (or Gold in power, not 
injhape). Such Sayings and Sentences the whole 
Troop of the Philofophers is full of-, by which it 
is exactly demonftrated, that the true Anrum Pota* 
bile ought not to be prefently red, as to the out¬ 
ward view, but that it merits this Title, if there 
be but only that golden and red virtue and effica¬ 
cy lying hidden in its internal principle. For if 
this whitenefs did not cover over an hidden red; 
nefs, ic could never polfibly become red. Now my 
Aurum Potabile being coagulated by the means of 
fire, and reduced to a (lability in the fire, is tur¬ 
ned into a (tone of a blood-red colour, and yields 
not in the melting any corporeal Gold, unlefs a 
mctallick body be adjoined unto it, into which the 
Spiritual and Philofophical Gold, betakes it felf, that 
focloathing it felf with a body, it may become Cor; 
poreal. 

This potable Gold of mine is, LacFirginis, or the 
Firgins Milk , which is coagulated with a fmall heat. 
This Coagulant Palfeth into (or becomes) the Dragons- 
blood, which being coagulated, mull receffarily yield 
the conftant or durable Salamander. 1 ccnfefs, that 
hitherto I have not prepared ic; nor had (any op¬ 
portunity to prepare it, but remain contented with 
my Lac Firginis , as with a moft excellent Univer- 
fal Medicine, patiently expecting what the Divine 
Grace will in time to come bellow upon me- 

But that I may proceed on to (hew that my Au- 
rum Potabile doth likewife heal the Minerals, amend 
them, and make them golden,! will here letdown 
fome waies of doing the fame both in the dry, and in 
the moift way. 


Of .the Zdfe of my Aurum Potabile in the 
melioration of the Minerals. 

A S concerning the bettering of the Minerals by 
my Potable Gold, thus (lands the cafe: It is 
capable of exhibiting to thofe that are inquifitive 
after the tranfmutation of the Metals, and would 
make trial of the fame, fome moft exact proofs of 


The manner of trying (_ ly the moift way) whe¬ 
ther or no my Aurum Potabile le a true Phi¬ 
lofophical Volatile Gold. 

r Ake of my potable Gold % j. and 9 j- or 3 fs. 

of Common Quick-filver, put them into a ftrong 
Glafs, and fo fmall, as that it may be halt full with 
this matter. (NB. The glafs muft have a round 
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bottom, whether it be ?. piece of fome fmall Bolt- 
head, or of fome fmall Phial, that fo the Mercury 
may gather it fclf into one Ball in the bottom) 
and place your glafs, with the potable Gold and 
Quick-filver, in Sand, to the heighth of the Liquor, 
then heat it, and leave it for about one hour in a luffi- 
cient heat, that the Phlegm being exhaled, the pota¬ 
ble gold may flay behind in the form of a white 
Salt : This done, pour agen upon that Saltfo much 
Rain-water as it evaporated in the boiling, or fill the 
glafs fo full with Rain-water, as it was before full of 
the durum Pota He, that fo lying a while upon the 
faid Salt, it may diffolve it, which is hereby again 
turned into the fame potable Gold, having the fame 
colour, the fame tafte, and the fame virtues as it 
had before. The Mercury being freed from the faid 
potable Gold, which is to be poured off, is found 
to be hard, and fix in the bottom like the belt gold, 
and of the fame bignefs or quantity, as when it was 
put into the glals. NB. If by fome errour com¬ 
mitted the Argent-vive be not enough tinged and 
brought to a due degree, but hath gotten fome black- 
nefs, it is to betaken out of the glafs, and put into 
fome little Crucible, and to be heated red-hot with 
live Coals, that fo it may receive the due golden 
colour ; which faid colour it will get, and will be like 
the bsft Duckat Gold, and will abide good and firm 
in all trials. But that durum Potabile which was 
ufed about the coagulation of the Quick-filver, may 
be often made ufe of about the fame labour j but 
yet yon are to note, that you alwaies take each time 
lefsand lefs Quick-.filvcr to this operation, becanfe 
the potable Gold doth in each of thofe fucceffivc la¬ 
bours lofe by little and little its virtues. 

This way of coagulating of Mercury may be like- 
wifeufed about the coagulation of other Minerals 
and Metals, provided that the faid metals beredu* 
ced into thin Plates or Leaves, and fo put in ; for 
being put in too thick, they cannot be totally dige- 
fted in fo fhort a time by the Aumm Potabile, into the 
due degree of Perfection, but remain (as their infide 
part) crude, and therefore an accurate regard is 
hereunto to be had. If this Labour be rightly 
done, the Metals will be throughly tranfmuted into 
pure and good Gold, and that of the fame magni¬ 
tude, figure, and form they were of when you put 
them iir, but yet one metal is fooner tranfmuted, 
and morecommodioufiy than another, according as it 
fliall be of a nearer affinity unto gold. NB- lfthc 
Metal be not in a dnemanner proceeded withal, but 
be as yet black when it is taken out of the pota¬ 
ble Gold, it is then to be well heated red-hot, that 
fo it may get its golden colour. And if there be 
even yet any doubt left, let him put it in h, and 
purge it by the Cineritium, or the Cupel, that fo 
be may be allured of having true gold, and maybe 
freed from all kind of fcruple and doubt for neither 
T, nor 5 will take away ought therefrom which 
thing the proof it felf will molt clearly demon- 
ftrate. 


The manner of making a Trial , by the dry uviy, 
concerning the Tranfmutation of the Imperjed 
Metals, by my Potable Gold. 

TAke of my potable gold, or Lee Virginis, 2 j. 

and put it in a glafs dilh j which done, and the 
difli placed in fand, evaporate all ihe humidity, until 
there remain about almofl half an ounce of white 
Salt - , put this Salt in a Crucible, with 9 j. or 5 fs. 
of the Plates of Silver, or Copper, or Iron, for Tin & 
Lead need not be laminated:Placc your Crucible,toge= 
ther with the Salt and the Metal, amonglt Wood- 
Coals, and the Salt will prefently melt like Wax, 
and penetrate all the whole Metal, and tranfmute 
it into gold •, and this operation is done in one quar- 
ter of an hour, or half an hour at the utmoft. 
The molten Salt being poured forth out of the Cru¬ 
cible, you will find in the fame Crucible the Plate of 
the Metal, of the fame quantity and lhape it was of 
when put in, and throughly tranfmuted into pure 
good gold. The Tin and the Lead will be molten 
into Cranes, as being of ealie fufion, which Granes 
will have the nature of pure good gold- If the 
Crucible fhould be too much heated with too intcnle 
a Fire, it may alfo happen, that even the >, Copper, 
and Iron too may melt into granes- And this I 
thought good to inform the Studious of. 

Thefe ( O thou Lover of Arcs) arc the too Exa= 
mens and Proofs cf my potable gold, and of trying 
it both by the dry and the moill way, which if 
thou (halt rightly perform, thou (halt not erre from 
the mark. But now 1 mull needs confcfs, that this 
Tranfmutation is not gainful, and 1 have already 
faid before, that my divulging of all thefe things is 
only to this end, viz., vifibly to Ihew the polfibilb 
ty of the Art. For although that the gold gotten 
by thefe proofs be true, and purely good, and paf- 
ling all the ufual Trials, yet ncverthelefs it brings 
no profit, becaufe this durum Potabile requires fo 
much expcnces, (afore it arrives unto this degree 
of power) as that the gold gotten by the benefit 
thereof, cannot countervail the fame. Nay, if it 
fiiould be fomewhat profitable in this way, yet would 
that man do much amifs, that fiiould wafte away 
and iniploy fo kingly a Medicine for the getting of a 
little Gold, feeing there are other waies to get Gold 
by. And verily, it would be a great fin and fiiame 
for a man to confunie fuch a mod excellent and emi¬ 
nent Medicine for q little mony’s fake- Neither is it 
for this end, that l have thus mentioned what 1 
have here faid, viz., to ufe it about the making of 
Gold i for my aim is only this, that all the u r orid 
may fee that there are men to be found , even at 
this very day, upon whom the Divine Grace hath 
bellowed the Art of preparing and making rno/l ex¬ 
cellent Medicaments- 1 do not envy, that other men 
fiiould learn fomething out of my Writings, and 
take the opportunity of advancing this Work to a 
farther perfeftion : But 1 would not have the im¬ 
pious ones at all to perfwade thcmfelves that they 
fliall obtain this Inflrument to do evilly, and to 
exercifc their vvickedncfs by •, God, who knows 
what He has to do, will not do thofe things which 
are (perhaps) liking and plealing to our fancies- I 
can every hour demonflrate the truth of what 1 have 
written, with which demonftration 1 rcil latisficd. 

1 can 


/ 













Part I. 


Of , an Aurum Potabile. 


213 


l can cafily conjecture that various men will pafs 
various cenfures upon my Writings, but this is what 
J am not able to prevent; nor indeed do I much care, 
but I do herein comfort iny felf, in that I have writ¬ 
ten an undoubted Truth, and can defend it even be 
fore the whole World. I can withal readily guefs, 
that fomc or ether may objecl againft me, and fay 
as followed!, 'Ax.. That my Potable Gold is a bare 
folution of common Gold , which being adjoined 
unto the other Metals, is by them precipitated, and 
fo reduced i ito its former body and this cannot be 
faid to be a true tranfmutation of the Gold. To 
refel this objection therefore, 1 demand, Whether or 
no the common corporeal Gold can be difiolved with¬ 
out fomc cctrolivc Liquor ? For this Aurum Pot.-hU 
of nfine is void of all corrolion, and is a fiery wa¬ 
ter, molt extrcamly contrary unto all conolives: 
Seeing it is nothing elfe but fixed Nitre, ora ful- 
phureous Salr, betwixt which Salts verily, and com¬ 
mon Gold, there is no familiarity .u all ■, nor arc 
there any fuch virtues therein , as to diilolve the 
Gold : But put Cafe it could fo be, that the body of 
common Gold fiiould l^e dillblved with thofc fixed 
Salts, andthatby fuch a Solution it fhould difl’olvc 
(or make) my Aurum Putabilc, verily it would neccfla- 
rily follow, that fuch a folutionof Gold would be of 
a yellow or red colour. But now ’tis not fo with 
mine, for my Airum Pot A He is fo clear and bright, 
as that it far exceeds the bright tranfparer.cy of 
even Fountain-water it felf: Bcfides too, the folution 
of corporeal Gold tingeth the hair, hands, and nails 
with a black colour y but on the contrary, my Pota¬ 
ble Gold does not fo at all, and therefore juflly and 
dcfervedly, it both may and ought to bear the Title 
of Pbilofopbical Gold ; for all the Philofophcrs that 
have been true Poflelfors of an Univerfal Medicine, 
do confcfs in exprefs words, Tb.it their Gold, or the 
Joint ion thereof, doth not at all colour the bands, by which 
CharaCterand Sign they diflinguifh betwixt the vul¬ 
gar and philofophical Gold- 

From hence itnccclFarily follows, that my Aurum 
Potabile is prepared of the true Philofophical Gold, 
feeing it does not tinge the hands with any co¬ 
lour. 

But put cafe that a Solution of common Gold 
fhould be made by the help of fome menftruum that 
is not corrolive, (but fuch is not my folution ) yet 
notwithftanding, it would not throughly tinge the 
Imperfect Metals and common Quick-filver in dige= 
ftion with them, and tranfmutc them, but would co¬ 
ver over fas it werej their Superficies only with the 
colour of the precipitated Gold, like as is wont to be 
with all other folntions of Gold, and fuch a powder 
performing the fame efTcft, may be prepared of com* 
mongold ; the way of the Preparation thereof 1 have 
delivered in my Writings. Silver being therewithal 
laid over, is as well gilt, as if it had been done with 
G:'d and Quick-filver: The ftiperficies therefore is 
only gilded over, but the body of the Silver it felf 
is rot at all tranfmuted, but abides in its former 
Hate- So Gold difiolved in fpirit of Salt, doth, by 
the help of the Vitriol of Venus, gild over the Su¬ 
perficies of any Iron, but the Iron retains its Irony 
property and nature : Ff to fuch a folution plenty of 
Water be poured, and Argem-vive, Tin, Lead, Iron, 
or Blln.utb , be put thereinto, the gold is wont to prc= 
cipitat ‘ out of the corrofive water, in the form of 
a porous Sponge, and to adhere to the metal therein¬ 
to pur. Now, as (non as ever the water is fhook a- 
bonr, the precipitated gold dilperfcth it felf abroad 


in the water, like a troubled muddincls, and the 
Metal is the fame as it was before putting in, with- 
cut any tranfmutation at all. 

Moreover, if any Solution of common gold could 
tinge the whole body of the imperfect metals ( but 
yet this can never be ) it would nccellarily gild over 
the external ftiperficies of the Metals, and efpa ially 
the external fuperlicies of pure Lima, when rubbed or 
fmeared over with the fame ; ar.d even this now my 
Am um Pot aide does not do ; but if it be fmeared up* 
on Silver, it colours and paints ic with all kinds of 
colours, and as infinite as appear in the Peacock’s 
Tail, and in fuch wife too, as that they cannot be 
cafily rubbed out; and thefe Colours are an undoubt¬ 
ed Argument, that this my Aurum Potabile is not the 
vulgar Gold, but the fccrct Gold of the Philofo- 
phers. 

All thefe, and other the like Objections, I could 
moll; eallly prevent by due and fitting Anfwcvs, if 
they fiiould be objected againft me -, but 1 think no 
body will be fo audacious, as (without producing any 
better things J to oppofc himfelf againft thofc things 
which in the judgment of the whole World arc ac¬ 
counted for good- 


Of the Vfe of my True Aurum Potabile in 
Medicine. 


HpO what purpofe fiiould I make many words cf 
1 the molt great Efficacy and Virtues of my Po¬ 
table Gold in Medicine ? [ do not deem it a thing 

neceflary to write a large Book concerning them, 
for fuch kind of Writings do many times more 
hurt than good : For there is fuch an odd cuftom 
of Writing fo prevalent, as that fomc men blufii 
not oft-times to aferibe fuch great virtues to fomc 
coloured Krandy=wine, as can hardly be attributed 
even to Aurum Potabile it felf. I confcfs, that many 
times there lies more Virtue in fome very vile mean 
thing, than in precious and fnmptuous Pearls. 

But feeing that every one cannot dilcern the true 
from1 the falfc, and is conftrained (on the contrary) 
to give credit unto thofe things which he draws in by 
his Ears, it cannot pofiibly be, but that he erre 
from the Truth, and often cliulc the evil inficad 
of the good; which defeft is eallly helped by ma* 
king trial, and proving them, for this way is wont 
to try the Truth of things. 

Should I but deferibe in an accurate manner the 
Virtues of my Potable Gold, it would fill a large 
Volume : And this is not my intent in this place, but 
(God permitting ) it fiiall fhortly be effected in a 
little Book, wherein fiiall be comprized many other 
of my beft Medicaments, and (hall fhortly come a- 
broad under the Title of Glauber ' 1 s Pharmacopoeia .- 
And in this place I will in few words hint out the 
life of my Aurum Potabile. 

Therefore, forafmuch as my Potable Gold is (as 
I have already frequently repeated ) a concentrated 
Fire, and reduced into a liquid form, and all its 
whole Efience may be faid to refemble nothing elfe 
but fomc tender penetrating Fire, yet void of flame, 
every one may readily conjecture what it is helpful 
for, and what ufe it is of in Medicine. 
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Among, ft all the Elements, the pure ft, lubtileft, 
moil penetrative, and ir.oll efficacious, is Fire, and 
this is granted by every body for the force of 
theFircwu/zi.its heat penetrates even the moftcompait 
bodies, as Metals, and Glafs i nor is there any thing 
that can Hop its way, the Water, Earth, and Air 
are eafily (hut out. The Omnipotent God Himlelt 
is compared with Fire, from whom all things receive 
Spirit and Life, and without whom nothing can live 
or move it felf, for without him, all things are dead, 
hard, and cold •, as appears in the bodies of men and 
other Animals, which being alive, are alwaies hot, 
but being dead, become more colfl than any Ice. 

Therefore, as long as that fmall fpark of Life in 
Man, and other Animals, is fed and nouriffied with 
its due Food and Drink, fo long alio doth it attrac .1 
its nutriment, and continues in its vigoronfnefs. 

but as foon as it is deftitute of ics nutrition, and 
that it be taken thcncefrom, the Life doth pre- 
fently begin to be debilitated, and to fade, like as 
a kindled Lamp, if Oil be not poured thereunto, 
doth at laft go out, and extinguilheth. 

Seeing now that the Life of a Man is a meer fire, 
and is fed and fuftained by a fuitable Food and 
Drink only, like to a Lamp, which (without the 
pouring on of Oil,and without Air, without which no 
fire can burn, nor any Lire live) cannot conferve its 
light. Some or other may demand, What the rem 
fon is, that Fuch men are fo eafily feized on by Di* 
Feafes, who have no want of the belt Food and 
Drink, and which too is moft fit for the fuftaining 
of Life ? Hereto 1 anfvver, That in fuch kind of 
men, the grofs, crude, tenacious, and cold humours 
do fliut up the pafiage to the point and fpark of 
Life, whereby it is deprived of the nutriment, be¬ 
ing hereby kept back. For an Example of which, 
1 'ake a kindled Lamp , in which the Wiek or Cot- 
ten is furred and clogg’d up with the Dreggs ol 
impure Oil, whereby the Oil can have no farther 
accefs to the binning Flame and hence it comes to 
pafs, that it goes out, and vanifheth, and dies, though 
there be ftore enough of Oil. So likewife is it with 
an old Tree, though there be ftore of Dung there¬ 
to applied, yet the vegetation is not alwaies, and for 
ever, but all things die at laft. Now, the crude, 
grofs, and clammy humours infinuating thcmfclves 
into the Roots, do haften on this death, and the 
Roots being ftopt or clogged, the dne nutriment is 
withdrawn or with-held from the Tree, like as is 
wont to happen in Men, and in burning Lamps, as 
w e faid but now- 

All things have their natural Caufes, the which 
thing God Himfelf hath doubtlefly fo ordained and 
implanted in Nature, that all things in their order 
haltening on to their deftru&iori, nothing may be 
found wholly conftant and liable in natural things, 
but be all fubjeft to decay and death, and that Eter¬ 
nity alone, and Divine liability, (or the durability 
of coeleftial things only) might be laid open. 

Bright clear Water, having its courfe through 
Channels and Wooden Pipes, doth, after many years 
time, at length fill them with Dirt, Hops them up, 
and bars up its own way and current- This is the 
Operation ofthe clear and cold Water of Fountainsy 
the hot Baths do it far fooner, as appars in the Afus. 
grane Baths, and others, in which the Aquadults and 
conveyances for the Water are to be frequently open¬ 
ed and cleanfed, whereby the Water may have the 
freer palTage. But thole Waters, which being hot, 
do (when cool) prefently let fall their feces in the 


Veifels, and flop dr furr them up, do moftfpee- 
dily of all fhew this fame operation. The fame is alfo 
done in open Veifels, if, ’ V!Z -- the clear and tranfpa- 
rent Water of Fountains be feveral times heated in 
a Copper, and be agen fo often cooled, there doth 
then at length flick on to the inlide of the Copper 
a tenacious llimincfs, which at laft is turned into an 
hard Stone. 

If now the pure and bright Water of a Fountain 
effedleth fuch an operation. What, think you, would 
that Water do, which in its own nature is troubled 
or muddy, thick, fakiffi, and flimy. Hence it is that 
not only new-preft Wines, or that thickifli, muddyifh 
Muft, do let fall their faeces to the bottom, and fallen 
their Tartar to the fides of the Barrel, but even 
the old Wines do likewife do the fame, butnotfo 
much as the new ones do. 

Now then, feeing that fuch,kind oftroublcd drinks 
arc ufed by men for nutriment, it is clearly nece- 
Ifary, that ( the internal Bowels of the body being 
llopt by their dregginefs) their nouriffiing property 
of the Life mull with-draw, like as the feculent Oil 
withdraws from the light of she Lamp: For all thofe 
things which a man feeds upon, and daily di inks, 
do in proccfs of time Hop up the paflages of the 
internal bowels and conveyances in the body of man, 
and fo defpoil the vital Fire of its nutriment. There¬ 
fore by how much the more this nutriment of the 
Life is withdrawn, fo much the fooncr is the light 
or vital Fire extinguifhed, and the cold and dark- 
fome death approacheth the nearer, and becomes fu- 
periour. From hence arofe that old Proverb, Bat 
fitch things as are well cooled or baked ; Drihk fitch drinks 
as are clear • Speak fiwb things as are true , that jo you 
may be long-lived. 

Butnowfomc may fay, 1 will therefore fliun trou¬ 
bled drinks, and feed upon wcll-drcft and well-prepa¬ 
red Meats, that fo by (hunning the way for Death’s 
entrance, 1 may enjoy a long-life. I confefs, ’tis well 
faid, for fobricty in mcatand drink, and the ffiunning 
of grofs and crude meats, and troubled drinks, do 
‘much help to conferve health : But yet it does not 
follow, that he fhall not be at length fubjefl to Di- 
feafes, nor die;, for there is no meat that is fo well 
cook’d, and no drink that is fo clear, but it carries 
with it its hidden feces, with Which the internal Vef- 
fels may in a longer proccfs of time, be ftopt up, and 
Difcafes introduced, even as we ffiewed but now* 
by an example drawn from Fountainuvater, which in 
proccfs of time flops up its own paflages: And by the 
fame reafon too muft thofe Trees that are in the 
highefttops of the 'Mountains at length die, when 
(though they are nouriffied with moll dear Rain¬ 
water) their nutrition is with-held from them by 
the flopping up the pores of the Roots. 

But yet 1 do not fay that an Oak, or fomc other 
wild Tree, in wild places, which is nouriffied only 
with the Raiinwater, and the Leaves which yearly 
fall off)dures no longer than fome Fruit-bearing Tree 
does, which is dunged and nourifiied in the Gardens 
with Angular care and labour: No, for it is known, 
that an Oak doth many times endure and live a Thou* 
fand years 5 whereas on the contrary, fuch a tilled or 
tenderly-kept Tree fcarce attains to the Hundredth 
year, and this is to be imputed to the diverfity ol nu¬ 
triments. The Stag in the Woods, and the Crow in 
the Air,'live above an Hundred years,but being caught 
and finely fed, they fcarce live Fifty years- A man 
that lives barely upon Bread and \. ater, will doubts 
lets prolong his Life to far more years than if he 
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ufcd delicate food and drirk; 3 nd this is a moftmanifeft 

thing, and yet men lay it not to heart, but by enjoy¬ 
ing too great a plenty of delicacies, they burthen 
N ature with too great a load, from whence obftrn- 
ftions of the bowels do arifc, and a way laid for 
Difcafes to enter in. A Tree that is dunged with 
too much Dung, gets to it felf, together and atonce, 
too much fatnefs, and this choaks up the Roots and 
hinders nutrition, whereby the body and boughs 
thereof cannot be fupplied-, and fo confequently 
Death mull enter in, and put out the Life of that 
Tree. What Counfel now ? You will haply fay, If 
that obftrudions be the principal caufes of Difea-. 
Jes and Death, are there no Remedies, by whole help 
fuel) like obftrudions may be prevented-, or (if they 
already are made) be wholly removed and taken a- 
way ? Yes, l lay, that both may bedone, viz., a time¬ 
ly prevention, and alfo a thorough abolition of 
them, when they have gotten head •, and this to be 
done by fuch kind of Medicaments which arc friendly 
to Nature, and contrary unto the things from which 
thofe obftrudions and conftipations have their rife •, 
for cold, tenacious, impure, and watery humours 
mult nccelfarily be attenuated, mollified, cut, and 
opened by heating, attenuating, inciding, or cutting, 
penetrating, and fiery Medicaments i for daily Ex¬ 
perience tcaclicth, that it is a thing clearly impoffible 
for obftrudions to be taken away, what kind fo- 
cvcr they be of, without the help of warming and 
penetrative Medicaments- And amongft all tho_fc 
Medicines, thefe are found to be the molt certain' 
and molt efficacious, viz., the volatile Spirit of com¬ 
mon Salt, or of Vitriol, void of corrofivenefs-, the 
volatile fpirit of crude Tartarthe fpirit of Urine, 
and of Salt=Armoniack, and other the like fiery Spi¬ 
rits, which do exercife their Virtues with molt ex¬ 
cellent fuccefs in the taking away of thofe kind of 
obftrudions. But forafmuch as thofe volatile fpi- 
rits do for the molt part fet upon and refolve fuch 
obftrudions as are but beginning, and not as yet con¬ 
firmed, but do not feize upon the more fixtand inve= 
tcrate ones, as having not fo much ftrength as to fub- 
due and call out them, for they are to be call forth 
by their like, that is,by the more fixt Medicaments 
which thing no skilful Pkyfician will gain-.fay. The 
whole drift therefore of the bufinefs lies in this, 
viz., by what means fuch kind of Medicaments may 
begotten, as by whofe help not only the newly-rifen 
obftrudions, but alfo the inveterate and confirmed 
ones too, may be driven out of the body of man. 
Now, this cannot be efieded by Herbs, and fuch- 
likcnatui ed tilings, as is fufficiently witnefied by this 
prelcnt Age, for no body that is fubjed to thofe 
kind of obftrudions, is cured by the help of the 
Herbs, and fucli-likc things. For after that the lick 
Patient hath a long time ufed the palliative Cure in 
vain, Death at length conics forcing in, and fnatcheth 
him away after his licking in many Pots full of 
fuel) fluff, which notwichftanding, by fome good 
Medicine might have been eafily prevented : For, 1 
pray, how can it poffibly be, that a cold, grofs, 
crude, and not well-prepared Medicine Ihould draw 
forth cold and grofs humours, which fticuld be 
heated, cut, 2nd mollified ? ’Tis juft as if a man 
would melt one piece of Ice with another piece of Ice, 
audio reduce it into Waterbut yet it will never 
bedone without fire or heat. And therefore a pene¬ 
trating, fiery, living, and good Medicament, is to be 
applied unto thofe cold and tenacious obfhndions, 


i to heat, extenuate, and fcowre them out; and the 
Syrups, Conferves, and the cold, dead, and mucous 
, orllimy Julepsftiould be removed. 

Verily , I cannot fufficicntly.enough wonder, when 
I think upon the final! regard that is had to the 
Life of Man, and how raflily and wantonly itisneg- 
ledcd, out of nicer pure ignorance. 

The prefent World is fo blind and perverfc, as 
that it neither will nor can believe this, though it 
be ffiown it even with ones fingers : But yet this 
ltnbborn perverfenefs does not hurt any fomuchas 
ic docs the Innocent, who underftand not thefe 
things, and arc even constrained to credit thofe 
things only which they hear of ; all other things 
they commit to Chance and Time, together with 
che reft of thofe errours, unto which, as likeivifc 
unto other abnfes, this endeavour of mine, will (if 
God fo pleafe) fome time hereafter adminifter fome 
Red refs. 

We do therefore conclude and determine, that the 
principal and chicfeft occafion and caufe ofDifeafes 
and Death, are thefe flimy, grofs, tenacious humours, 
which by little and little feize on and flop up the 
internal bowels of the body, and withdraw (or with¬ 
hold) from the radical humidity its nutriment,and 
fo debilitates the vital fire more and more, and at 
length quite extinguifh it. 

Now, to remove and throw off thefe Furrings, 
there is no other Remedy, but that the paflages of the 
internal bowels be kept open and clean, or that they 
be opened and unlocked , as ’twere, if already 
ftopt up. 

Now this thing my Aurum Pet A He can perfectly 
effect ;a better Medicine than which, and one more 
apt and fit to open all the obftrudions of the body 
of man, ’twill not be fo eafic a matter to find for 
it is in its nature a fubtile, fiery, penetrating eftence, 
warming all cold affeds, attenuating the grofs, in¬ 
ciding or cutting the tenacious, and confuming, and 
drying up all humours and Watcrifhnefs infomucii 
that (being made ufe of) it dotii inhibit and im¬ 
pede the generation (or growth) of all kind of ob¬ 
ftrudions, and by mollifying and inciding them when 
they arc already generated, doth wholly take them 
away : Upon this accompt, by its corroborating the 
radical oioifture and vital fpirit, and preferving it 
fafe and found, it gets the preheminence over all 
other fuch Medicaments as perform the fame efted * 
Moft worthy is it therefore to be called and efteem- 
cd the concentrated center of all Medicaments- For 
all thofe virtues which are found fimple and divers 
ordiftind in any of the Vegetables, Animals, and 
Minerals, and which do, by a Pnrticul.tr Efficacy, 
fet upon Difeafes; are concentrated in my Aurum 
Potabile , and being collected into one, do difplay all 
the virtues of thofe particulars univerfally, and there¬ 
fore do thefe vircues difeover it to be well worthy 
the name of an Univcrfal Medicine : For this Medi¬ 
cament does not only exceed all other Medicaments 
in the moft fpeedy operation of its virtues in the 
curing of the bodies of men, but alfo it plainly a- 
bounds with the fame admirable virtues in the bet¬ 
tering of che Vegetables and Minerals and therefore 
it is to be preferred beyond all others, and to be ex¬ 
tolled wich the higheft Praifes. 

But now, if in cafe it Ihould abound with far more 
noble and more efficacious virtues, ( as to the taming 
and fubduing the Difeafes of men) then it already 
hath and yet, on the contrary, fiiould die ft nothing 
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by thofc its virtues in the melioration or amending 
of the Vegetables and Minerals, it could not poffbly 
claim to it felf the fide of an llniverfal Medicine, 
but would be rank’d among It the number of Parti¬ 
cular Medicaments, as tending only to the curing of 
the Difeafes of Animals- But now, feeing that 
(as we faid before ) my Auntm Potabilc doth moft po= 
werfully help not only men, in the Animal Kingdom, 
bat Iikewife in all the Vegetables and Minerals, (out 
of the Dominion of which three Kingdoms, viz.. Ani¬ 
mal, Vegetable, and Mineral, there is nothing in all 
Nature to be found ) and is a m^ft high Medicine un¬ 
to them all therefore s!fo the Name and Title of 
a 'Univcrf.il Medicine dc*h rightly and properly ap¬ 
pertain thereunto. 

The Philofophers do indeed aferibe thus much un¬ 
to their Umverial Medicine, viz. that it is able to 
heal all the Difeafes of Mankind, and of the imperfect 
Metals, and their defects, and tranfinute the laid me¬ 
tals into perfect Gold- But concerning its being 
the fupream medicine for Vegetables too, that they 
are filent in : Why they filently pafs this over, for 
• my part, I cannot ceitainly tell, nor do I deem it nc= 
ceflary to expound the fame: ’Tis fufticient that my 
felf have proceeded farther, and do manifeftly de¬ 
clare, that it will perform the fame in the Vegeta¬ 
bles too. 

But yet I wou’d that every one fhould underftand 
me aright,and not count me fo limple, as if I did 
liken or compare mv Auntm Potabilc with that great 
Stone of the Philofophers, which tranfinutes vaft 
quantities of impcrfcCt metals into molt pure 
Gold by projection : No, no, Ido not aferibe fuch 
great Virtues unto my Medicine, which it lias not in 
it, but yet withal 1 cannot tell, whether or no in pro- 
ccfsoftime fome better thing may not arife there- 

Farther too, the Philofophers fay of their Medi¬ 
cine, that it can make varioufly-coloured precious 
Stones, agreeable in any colour to the natural ones, 
out of all kinds of Flints- And now, perhaps fomeor 
other will require this of my Auntm Pot Me ; to whom 
I reply, as afore, fo agen now at prefent, that ray A“-- 
rttm P tnlile is as yet imperfect, and is but in its in¬ 
fancy, which haply (being brought by the benefit of 
the fire unto perfection ) will cfleCt the felf-fanie 
thing: But in the Itate which at prefent it is in, 
and wliercuiuo iny felf have brought it, and’tis at 
prefent conftitntcd in, it is turned in three hours 
fpace in a covered Crucible, into a tranfparent 
Stone, red like blood, and refembling a Ruby : Of 
which, if a little bit be call into molten glafs, it 
makes it green, yellow, sky^colonr’d, or even black 
too ; according to the morc..efs or lefsnefs of the 
> quantity thrown in, or according as it isjongci or 
Idler while kept in Flux- If now it operates thefe 
things, w hi lit unfixt and immature, any one may eafi- 
jy conjecture what it would cifed, were it biought to 
a perfed conltancy in the fire. 

But it tingeth fome forts of the white Flints, kept 
for fome hours in the Fire, with various colours, 
and tranfinutes Sulphur it felf into molt excellent 
Gold which cfleCt makes me more admire, than all 
the things that 1 ever heard of-, and how this betb 
ded me, it will be worth the while, at prefent,to make 
mention of- l did once put fome ounces of my faid 
Annan Potabilc in a porcclane dilli, as they call it, 
and placed it in Sard, that by the evaporation of i he 
Phlegm,! might reduce it into a Salt: But v, hiilt 1 was 


! abfcnt, the heat of u.c Tire being too much en- 
creafed, a good part ol the Liquet boil’d over the 
Dilli, and fpilt ic felf into the Sard , Now when I 
came to look to it, I perceived that the Liquor which 
boiId over the dilli had hidden it felf in the hot land, I 
took out the faid land,which with the Ait tun Potabilc 
was gathered into one body or mafs, and 1 put it in a 
glafs,and poured Rainwater thereupon,and placed the 
Glafs in hot Sand . then I put the Water with which 
1 extruded the Sale, into a Tunnel, together with 
the fane! which w'as to have the fait feparated from 
ic, and fo 1 feparated by a Filter the Liquor thus im¬ 
pregnated wi'li the fait, from the fund, vvhiJi faid 
Liquor pad through tranfparent, and unchanged in 
colour and tafte: But now this fand, which was white 
atfirlt, was clad now with a red colour, which It ir- 
red in me an cxccedingadmiration, that this Potable 
Gold of mine Ihould ringe the fand. This fand 1 put 
in a Cupel, and brought it to the Ted, and it yielded 
me pure good gold ; and this made me wonder the 
more for verily it is a wondrous tranfimuation,and 
fuch as I never heard of. 

Upon this account do I pcrfvvade my felf, that a 
piece of Cryftal may by a bare digeftion in this po¬ 
table Gold, be digefted into a precious Stone, but I 
have never as yet tried it, but yet I v\ ill try it, if 
God prolong my Life- 

Having made this trial with the fand, iprefent- 
ly conjectured, that the land which 1 planted my 
Herbs in, and which I moiflened with my Anntm 
Potabilc, did not impart the full virtues, and all the 
qualities of the gold to the Herbs, implanted there¬ 
in, but did retain the better part to it felf, for its 
own melioration, and afforded but the fmalleft por¬ 
tion thereof to the Herbs: Nor did this conjecture 
deceive me, for upon this occalion 1 lcarcht far¬ 
ther into this bufinefs, and found it even fo. And 
therefore, for the future, 1 nfed i o more fand, for 
the communicating the golden virtues and faculties 
unto the Herbs, but inffead thereof, 1 nfed Sawduft, 
in which I began to fow or implant the Herbs, for 
Wood is not endowed with fuch powerful or ftrong 
virtues, as to be capable of extracting the aureous 
Elfencc out of the Potable Gold , like as the fand 
doth. 

Upon this accompt therefore any rotten Wood 
or even the Sawduft of Wood will be more fit for 
this Work of planting, than fand it felf is, for the 
fand attracts to it felf the moft principal virtues of 
the Anntm Potabilc , and thereby doth better it felf, 
and bellows upon the Vegetables fome finall Re- 
liqucs only- Had I not accidentally found this effect, 
the fand would have robb’d me of much bene¬ 
fit. 

Moreover, this thing likewife, which is well worth 
the knowing, muft not be palled over in this place, 
viz., that what herbs foever are ( by the help of my 
Auntm Pantile) grown up; they are all of them 
greater and Itronger than the common fort are,and 
do far exceed them in colour, tafte, fmelL and in all 
virtuous qualities. The rcafon is this, bccaufe the 
faid Umvcrf.d Medicine is a nicer fire, and bellows 
its fiery vigour upon the Vegetables ar.d Herbs : 
For it is a thing fufficicntly known, that by how 
much hotter the Countries be, fo much the more 
efficacious Herbs do they produce. 

TheHerbs that grow in the lower PfclLmd Coun¬ 
tries, are not comparable to thofe which the upper 
Germany ( which is of a drier and hotter foil and 
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airj doth produce, neither in odour, favour, nor 
virtues- Nor doth High -.Germany produce Herbs of 
that efficacy and bignefs as Frame doth? which is of a 
hotter and drier air than Germany is *, for in Germa¬ 
ny Rofemary will hardly preferve it felf fafe from 
being injured by the Winter feafon^ whereas in.the 
French Defarts it grows fo exceedingly well, as that 
it runs up like Trees, capable of defending one againft 
the Rain, the which thing is not ufual in the more 
cold Countries. Verily molt excellent Honey is 
brought from Marfcilles, ("where the Bees fuck it out 
of the Rofemary Flowers), into Germany, Holland , and 
other Countries, wherewith excellent Metheglin is 
made, and other Fruits and Flowers conferved there: 
withal. But that Honey which the Bees are wont to 
gather in Holland and Friesland , about in the m0ift 
Meadows and moorifh Fields, from the Flowers there 
growing? hath fcarce any odour at all, but yet it is in 
goodnefs beyond that which the Bees gather from the 
ftrong-fmelling Flowers of wild Trees, or from the 
Blofloms found in the barren Broomy Thickets. By 
this therefore it appears, that there is a vaft difference 
between the Virtues of the Herbs in this or that Coun¬ 
try? and that fuch men are not a little deceived, who 
without any regard had, efleeming of all the European 
Herbs alike ; do attribute to the Herbs of the Northern 
Countries? as Denmark ,_, Swedeland, Norway, Poland, 
the felf-fame Virtues as the ancient Phyficians aferi- 
bed to theirs? in the more Southern Countries. And 
thus do our modern Galenifts, affirming that their 
moift Herbs in thefe cold Countries are of equiva¬ 
lent Virtues to thofe Herbs which the ancient Phy- 
jicians have made mention of ; but Experience fuffi- 
ciently Certifies what effeds they fhew, and what cr- 
rours the faid Galenifts commit. 

Avicenn, Aver roes, eAigineta, and the pillager Galen, 
were not Germans, Swedes, Danes , or Polomans , but 
dwelt in thofe hot Countries, wherein the foil or 
earth was day and night heated with the Solar rays, 
and impregnated with an aureous property, and fo 
communicated to the Herbs wonderful Virtues and 
admirable Efficacy. Extreamly therefore do they 
erre, that dare attribute the very felf-fame virtues 
to the Herbs of our colder Countries. But I con- 
fefs, that by the benefit of Art, the felf-fame vir¬ 
tues may be beftowed on the Herbs? even in our molt 
cold Lands, which thofe Authors attribute to their 
Arabian Vegetables 5 Where Nature ends, there the Ar- 
tift mtift begin, fay all the Philofophers, butefpecially 
Hermes, who is, as it were, the Father of all the Phi¬ 
lofophers, doth clearly and openly teftifie thefame in 
llis Smaragdine Table, faying, That which is beneath, is 
like that which is above ", and that which is above , is like 
that which is below, for the accomplijhment of the Miracles 
of one thing, &c. 

And albeit that thefe words are expounded with 
divers Explications, yet notwithftanding, the general 
lenfe and meaning of them points at nothing elfe but 
the fuperiour and inferiour ©? which generates all 
things, and brings them to perfedion : We cannot 
by any force draw unto us the upper 0, much lefs 
enjoin him to make our Lands partakers of his more 
hot beams, and to fill the Herbs that grow therein 
withthe felf-fame virtues that the Arabian Vegeta= 
bles were endowed with : Alas, the Sun neither hears 
nor knows us? but proceeds on in its accuftomed 
courfe, and difehargeth that Office which was impo- 
fed on it by the Divine Power. If we are defirous of 


bettering thofe gifts of Nature that are vouchfafed 
unto us? then mull we fet about the Work of Art, 
and fee whether or no it (being an imitator of Na¬ 
ture) can afford us any help. And this it will do very 
eafily, infomuch that our European Earth may bring 
forth as efficacious Herbs as the Arabian foil doth? 
and that with fmall Colts and Labours; fo that 
there is no need of my more chargable Attrum Potabile 
for the accompliffimcnt of that bulinefs for a fulphu- 
reous and fluid fait Water will perfectly effed the 
fame, feeing that in fait and fulphur the Solar beams 
are abundantly concentrated and coagulated. This 
is our Terreltrial ©*by the virtue whereof all things 
do grow, which if we do but know how rightly to fit 
and order, we (liould verily effed the very felf-fame 
thing by the help of Art? that the fuperiour and natu¬ 
ral Sun operates in the Herbs, after its natural kind 
of way. 

He now that neither underftands nor apprehends 
thefe things? is not at all worthy to be accounted a 
Philofopher? but follows after blind Leaders, and hur¬ 
ries others as well as himfclf intodarknefs- The Sun 
performs its courfc in the Firmament, according to its 
accuftomed manner, and cannot be rendered either 
greater or lelfer : But we have the inferiour Sun in 
our power, and can accommodate it to our Herbs ac¬ 
cording as we lift our fclves, and in what quantity we 
pleafe. 

Upon this accompt Art doth far out fir ip Nature ; 
and ’tis in our power, by the help thereof, (viz.. of 
Art) to outftrip it? if fo be we have it and know how 
toufc it. But this Difcourfe of mine hath been more 
large than I intended,and minds me of defifting there¬ 
from. I fuppofe I have fpoken enough for" a wife 
man’s inftrudion ; and thus much I thought it was 
expedient for me to hint by way of a Parcnthefis. 

But yet however, that 1 may the more clearly and 
more perfpicuoufly fet down all matters, that fo eve¬ 
ry one may fee and apprehend, that I have fet before 
them the meer pure naked Truth ; 1 judge it expe¬ 
dient to infert here yet more Examples and Iriftrudi- 
ons, that fo whoever has a mind to make trial, may 
in very deed experiment the Truth of this thing. 

Coagulate my Potable Gold into a red Salt,and put 
in 3,4,5, 6,7,8 12 grains, more or lefs? into half 
an ounce ofCryftal glafs melted in a Crucible? that 
lying in the fuperficies thereof, the faid grains of An¬ 
num Potabile S alt may be molten. This done, the glafs 
will prefently attrad into it felf the Tindure, and be= 
come of a Jacynth colour, and fo delicate, that it is 
not a whit inferiour in colour to the natural Ja¬ 
cynth- NB- If the melting be continued yet longer, 
the glafs will be tinged with a golden, green, sky-co¬ 
loured colour, and at laft with a black-colour too, 
if it be too long left in the fire- 

He that defires to make a Ruby, let him put the 
bare coagulated Potable Gold (without the addition 
of any peregrine thing ) into a pure and covered 
Crucible, and there leave it in fufion for fome hours, 
and he will get fuch a delicate blood-like coloured 
glafs, as is capable of refrefhing a man’s nature, when 
debilitated with the multiplicity of cares, troubles, 
and labours, and this by a bare looking thereupon- 
And anyone mayealily conjedurewhat arefrefiiment 
it will be to a man’s mind, when (after abundance of 
vain-fpent labours, and exceeding earneft expedati- 
onsofthe Bleffing of God upon them, he doth at laft: 
fee with his own eyes? that that thing is poffible to b’e 
efteded, which with fuch an incredible,ardent a defire 
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he hath fo long a time fought after. Without doubt 
the feeing of the promifed Land did afFeCt dlofes with 
an unexpreflible joy, though he never entred there- 
into. 

What man knows by looking upon the feed of any 
thing, what colours and what Ggure the Plant is of, 
that will proceed therefrom? but in its growing up by 
a due nutrition, it doth at length become manifeft, 
which afore lay therein hidden: Even fo the truefirfc 
Ens of Gold lies hidden in my Annttn Potabile , and is 
not vifible to the fight, much lefs doth that appear 
which fhall or may by Art be made thereout of, be¬ 
fore it fhall have arrived unto us conftant fixity or 
fixation, ( as the Chymifts phrafe itJ by the help of 
the fire- And therefore mull there be a patient ex¬ 
pectation until this Infant wax ripe, and attaining un= 
to a man-like eftate, it performs man-like actions- 
Who would ever have believed that there lies hid¬ 
den in an Egg the whole cfience of a Bird, with all its 
Members, Feathers, and whatever elfe appertains 
thereunto, but that it is a thing fo thoroughly com¬ 
mon ? The Mult ot Wine, if drank in too great a 
quantity, hurts the ftoruach, weakens it, and caufcth 
Colick pains ; and the fame Liquor, after it is be¬ 
come a itrong and clear Wine, corroborates the fto-^ 
mach and the whole body, and fo at length lays oft 
thofe virtues or properties which it held hidden in it 
felf vvhilft it was Mutt. He that knows a Vegetable 
Seed, an Animal Egg, or a Mineral primum Ens, doth 
atlaft alfo come to know, that from a Seed there muft 
proceed an Herb, from an Egg a Bird, and from the 
firft Ens of Minerals an llniverfal Medicine : But he 
whole underftanding cannot comprehend thefe things, 
but contemns them, as an abjeCt or contemptible Seed, 
Egg, and firft Ens of Minerals, viz., a fulphurcous Salt, 
fuch a one doth even ignorantly defpife the Herb, the 
Bird, and the Llniverfal Medicine hidden therein- 
Therefore nobody fhould contemn thofe things that 
he has no knowledge of- And feeing it is clearly 
perceptible, that the firft Ens of Gold hides within it 
the true llniverfal Medicine, and which Time, Art, 
and Nature will really produce unto the Light: There¬ 
fore there is no reafon why any one lhould undervalue 
my Potable Gold, or defpife it, bccaufe it is as yet in 
its infancy, and is like forne common fait water ; but 
he fhould rather think thus with himfclf, that it is like 
the white of an Egg, which hides within its inward 
bowels,as I may fo fay, its yolk, which in proccfs 
of time will bring forth a moft delicate Bird. 

But thefe things which 1 have already fpoken of the 
nature and properties of my Atrum Potabile may fuf- 
fice ; its Medicinal ufe (hall fhortly be clearly deferi- 
bed amongft my chiefefl Medicaments, and fo be 
publifiied, together with them. But he that is min¬ 
ded to make ufe of the fame in the meanwhile, may 
fafely do it, and without any kind of hazard at all, for 
it operates nothing elfe, but what is conducive to the 
good health of man’s body, corroborating the debili¬ 
tated radical humidity or vital fpirit, and confirming 
it, by which the life of man is nourifhed, encreafed, 
and confcrved many years in a wilh’d-for, healthful 
eftate, juft as a Lamp is kept alive by the pouring on 
of Oil, or the vigour of the Fire by the appofition of 
Wood thereunto,by which it is preferved from extin* 
guilhing and dying: But yet the ufe thereof muft be 
warily and judicioufly admitted, becaufe being a meer 
purcfirc.it muft be moderately adhibited. At the 
beginning of adminiftring it, one or two drops may 
be given in Wine, Ale, or other Drink, untothe Sick, 


but belt of all in the fpirit of Wine : Then the 
next following day one little drop more may be ad¬ 
ded, and fo the Dofe may each day be augmented by 
the appofition of one final] drop, until it work by 
Sweat and Urine, and fometimes alfo gently by 
Stool- 

This Operation being made (and on this wife 
aftive ) then the Dofcs are to be in like manner daily 
leficned by the omiifion of one drop at a time, until 
theSicknefs be happily removed, and fo the Sick need 
no farther ufe of the fame. 

All things being thus rightly inftituted, it will mani= 
feftly appear, that all Sicknefl'es, yea, the hidden ones 
too, arc expulfed by this Medicament, and even as it 
were confirmed.like as Wood isconfumed by a burn¬ 
ing fire, in fnch wife, as that nothing at all of it re¬ 
mains, fave the fixed Salt, but is all reduced into a 
Nothing: For all Difeafes, as we fhewed afore, have 
their rife from moift humours, which nothing can 
heal and remedy more conmiodioufiy and fafely than 
this Aurum Potabile of mine, which is fuch a vehement 
reiiftcr of all ovenabounding humidities, opening, bi¬ 
dding, confirming, and difpelling them, juft as the O 
confumes Water in a Veil'd, and wafts it away by 
evaporation. Hence it is, that it both cures, and by 
way of a prefervative, prevents the Lrprcjie , French-. 
Pox , Qjyartane, and all other Fevers ; the Scurvy, Epi- 
lepfie , Apoplexy, Hypocondriacb AlJaf.xholy, the Stone in 
the Reins and Bladder, the Gout, and all the Difeafes of 
the Matrix, both known and unknown, and the various 
SickncfTcs of Women, as alfo the dreadful / ) /.f£w,with 
all the evileffctts arifing thcrcfrom.For it is found.that 
nothing is fubjcCt to Corruption and Death, but an a- 
bounding Phlegm, or an immature humidity which is 
wont molt fpeedily to pafs into a putrefaction. 

From hence it is clearly manifeft, that the fanguine 
man, which is endowed with a drier temperature, has 
a far better fruition of his health than the phlegma* 
tick man hath, who abounds withmoifture. 

Dry Sugar dures many years, but being moiftened, 
it turns fowrc, and becomes ropy and ill-favour’d,tho’ 
it be a Salt, and is mixt with other corruptible Vege¬ 
tables to preferve them- 

From hence may it be feen, that a fuperfluous humi¬ 
dity opens the Gate for Death to enter in by, and 
feize upon the Life : But on the contrary, a tempe¬ 
rate ficcity preferves all things in an healthful ftate, 
and barrs up the paffage againft any corruption. The 
Roof of a curious and llately-built Houfe being full of 
chinks and holes, lets the Rain in, which moiftens all 
the whole ftruCture, and caufcth it to rot and fpoil: 
But if the holes in the Roof be ftopt, and the windows 
by which the Rain beats in be fiiut, and the windows 
on the other fide of the houfe, where the wet beats not 
in, be on the contrary opened, that the warm Air paf- 
fing in, thereby may throughly dry up all the moi- 
fturc, and fo inhibit or put a ftop to the Progrefs of 
Putrefaction, then the whole frame and building will 
be kept found and good, which othervvife would be 
rotted and quite fpoiled. Such men as live in the 
mooriih fenny Countries, and feed upon a watcrifh 
Meat and phlegmy Drink, are for the moft part of an 
unfound temperature,and troubled with Catarrhs and 
the Scurvy- But on tneother hand, thofe that inhabit 
high and lofty places, and have the fruition ofa drier 
and purer Air, and that feed upon fuch meats as are 
more conducive unto health •, thefe men know nothing 
of thofe watery fickneffcs, but have flourilhing and 
ftrong bodies, and have firm, comparand excellently 
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well tempered flefli. And this difference is not found 
only to be in Men, but alfo in all other things. For 
not only Bread, Fleffi, Fruit, and fuch other things as 
are ufed for daily food, do grow mouldy much fooner 
in the moift places, and fo corrupt, but alfo even 
Metals themfelves too, as Iron, Copper, Tin, 
and the like, even tlicfe cannot fliun the corruption 
of the Air, but are laid over with Ruft, which (in 
a drier air) they do notfo eafily contrad- 

By all thefe circumftances it is fo clearly eviden¬ 
ced, that fiiperffuous moifture is to all things al- 
waies hurtful, and gives an inlet unto Corruption, 
that 1 think there is no body that will dare to fay 
any thing to the contrary. 

And therefore feeing that this Aurum Pctabile of 
mine doth (amongfl: all other Medicaments, what 
Title foever dignified with ) moll notably excel in 
the taking away of Corruptions, and may be molt 
fafely made ufe of both for prefervadon from, and 
curing of Dileafes, it oughc to be accounted and 
efteemed of as an Vniverf.il Medicine, and that very 
defervedly, and which gives place to none- 

Thefe few things 1 was willing to deferibehere in 
this place, concerning the ufe, efficacy, and virtues 
of my Potable Gold, in the curing of the Vegeta¬ 
bles, Animals, and Minerals. There (hall fuddenly 
follow more concerning the fame, in 7 he Dcfcnption 
of the ufe of my Principal Medicaments. 

It now remains, that 1 make fome brief mention 
of the preparation of my aforefaid Potable Gold, al¬ 
though 1 have already often done the fame in many 
places of my Writings, and have very clearly fiiown 
the fame, but yet after a Philofophical manner, and 
without fetting down any Receipt, but here and there 
by piecemeal ; as for example, in my Miraculum 
Ai-indi , in its Expoftion and Continuation, where it 
is briefly deferibed, fo as that it therefore needs not 
any farther illuftration. 

But yet, that I may abundantly fatisfie all men, I 
do (by way of overplus) admoiiilh every one, that 
he do not think thatthis fubjeft is to be fought af¬ 
ter from foreign and far remote places, with a great 
deal of colls and charges ^ for the matter out of 
which my Aurum Potabile is made, is in every place, 
and offers it felfeven in a manner gratis, to the moll 
poor as well as the richell, and without Colts, and 
is brought to its perfection in three daies fpace : To 
that perfection, 1 fay, ( that you may rightly under- 
lland my mind) as its infancy requires, viz. fo as 
to become a LacVirgims , or a clear Univerfal Me¬ 
dicinal Water, which 1 call Aurum Potabile , and in 
which the moll precious Dragon’s-blood lies hid¬ 
den, which is tobetranfmuted in a certain limitted 
time, by fixation, into a conftant Salamanderj the 
which 1 have not as yet ever effected, and therefore 
forbear to ufe more words, relting fatisfied with this 
my Aurum Pctabile , which 1 have many a time prepa¬ 
red by my labour, and here treat of, and forbear to 
multiply any more words about things of greater mo¬ 
ment. In the mean time I doubt not, but that (if time 
and'labour be bellowed hereabouts) this Aurum Po¬ 
tabile would arrive unto the utmoll fixity and con- 
itancy, both in the moift and in the dry way. 

Farthermore, 1 deny not, but that this fame An. 
vnm Potabile may be made of all the things of the 
whole World, butyetealier and fooner out of one 
fubjeft than another- There is no Infant that is born 
fo poor, but that he nccefjarily enjoys that fubjefl , and can- 
mt' live without it : Therefore fome of the ancient 
Philofophers have written, That Adam and Eve had 


the fame matter in Paradife ; when as yet they had no 
cloathing- 

Alary the Prophetefs and Sifter of Afofcs, calls it, 
The IVorbjf three h ms ; another calls it, The Philofo¬ 
phical IVotf of ftven daks : 1 6 'tauter, being a new 
Difcipleof Hermis, do moll trmy affirm, Thatthis 
my Aurum Potabile , which I here treat of, may be 
perfected not only in three daies, but even in three 
hours fpace, and that out of fucli fubjeds as are eve: 
ry where to be found, and which all men know and 
make ufe of, and cannot be without. 

I fpeak the pure naked Truth, without hiding it 
under any Coverings of limilitudes or enigmai icalex- 
preffions. And that no body may think that thefe 
my Writings are not to be nndcrftood according to 
the Letter, but that they conceal all things under an 
hidden meaning, I do again affirm this third time 
thatthe Aurum Petali’e which 1 write of, may be made 
of any Vegetable, Animal, and Mineral, but yet 
fooner out of one than another. Tor although any 
one may prepare it out of a piece ot Wood, Bread, 
or Flefh, and out of an handful of Straw, Leaves, or 
Grafs, yet notwithftanding, it may be eafier made out 
of an handful of the fait of any Vegetables and Ani¬ 
mals, as being their concentrated center ; and this I 
bequeath to the whole World as an infallible Truth- 
But 1 would have every one rightly to underhand me 
what Salt I here point at, viz.. 1 mean no other, but 
that which is to be found in all things. 

But that the true meaning of my words may be yet 
the clearer and openher difclofcd, 1 will adjoin 
a ffiort but fundamental Difcourfe. It is’not fuffid- 
ent for a lover of Art, that is inflamed with a de¬ 
fire of obtaining fome good thing, barely to read 
over fuch or fuch a Pliiloi'opher, and prefently toper- 
fwade himfelf, that by the nicer reading, he ihall 
forthwith underhand clearly and pcrfpicuoufly the 
Art treated of. No, but he mnft accurately medi¬ 
tate, and confider what that is which he fecks for 
whence ic hath its original, and by what means or 
what way he may obtain it- For if we will make our 
fearch from the utmoft: and extreameft: Coafts ( or 
Bounds as it were) even to the inmoft bowels or 
center, we fhall find, that God was One and alone from 
Eternity, even till the time wherein it plcafed him to 
create vifible things for His own glory and delight. 
And when He went about doing this, He faid, Let it 
be • Aftoon as this Fiat , or Let be , was pronounced by 
God, it began to move it felf, and to change (or 
turn) into four Elements, out of which Elements 
there afterwards arofe all thofe Creatures, which can 
be difeerned with our Eyes, and without the four 
Elcments they could neither be nor confilt, and 
without them even Nature her felf ean bring forth 
nothing- 

Now, if any one would endeavour after what is 
purer and better than thofe things which are gene¬ 
rated from the Elements, he mnft make his attempts 
by A P 7 ',the which, by overcoming or outftripping 
NATZ)R E , hath its tendency to that Butt where: 
unto Nature cannot attain ; and he mnft there begin 
his operation where Nature ended hers, as not know: 
ing how to make any farther progrel's : For then is 
a Qmntejfence obtained, which exceeds Nature one 
degree, and cannot be promoted by Art any far¬ 
ther. 

But if any one has a defire of obtaining any better 
and greater thing than this fame Qnintcflence ,he mult 
then proceed fome other way ; for (as we faid but 
now) Art cannot make any farther progrefs beyond 
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a Quinteflence: And therefore neceffity requires, 
that there be made a regrefs or retrogradation unto 
the Center from which the very Elements thcmfclves 
have their original- This Center is that Divine Piat 
or Vmvcrfal PJcrmafhrodititk^ Sr.lt , participating of 
both natures, which being the true Primnm Mobile , 
comprehends hidden in it felf two contraries, which 
afting one upon another, do bring forth the three 
Principles of the three Kingdoms, V '■ egitable. Animal 
and Miner cl , and do nourifh them by the four Ele¬ 
ments, and multiply them, and this is the common 
courfe of nature. 

But now Art makes a much farther progrefs, and 
reduceth the Circumferer.ce to the Center, and doth not 
permit unto that Center or Vrimum A labile, that the 
Patient be overcome or fubdued by the Agent, by 
theoperating of thofetwo contraries upon each other, 
nor dees it fuller it to pafs into thofe three king= 
doms, viz.- Vegetable , Animal, and Aimerat, as into 
its Circumference, but doth fo fubdue, and keep, and 
bridle in that Prinutm Aiobile, that it does not divide 
or dilate its Virtues by a large circumferential walk, 
as it were, but doth in a manner fwallow them down 
into its own felf, or concenter them •, juft as if a Dra¬ 
gon fhould bite off his ow ; n venomous Tail, and 
therewithal nourilh himfelf, when he cannot light 
upon any other Food, and fo by this means becomes 
a molt high Medicine- And therefore molt wifely 
faid Hermes , Our Dragon doth not die , but by its Brother 
and Sifter. It is a thing neceflary, that one Fire 
fhould overcome the other, and tranfmute it into a 
more noble eflcnce-Such a fire as this,is my Alkahefiical 
Arcanum yeox true Aar tun Potabile,w i t h which wonderful 
things may be effefted. It is a tranfparent clear 
Water, wherein the colour and form of Fire licth hid¬ 
den and introverted ; but yet that internal Fire is 
eafily and fpcedily manifeftable, and educible unto 
view, by either the dry or moift Fire. The dry 
way is done by the heat and fire of common Wood- 
Coals •, and as for the moift way, a well-reftified 
Spirit of Wine is to be ufed, and fuch as is void of 
all its Phlegm- Take therefore of the dry and con¬ 
centrated Fire % j- put it into 5 iij- of the moift Fire 
or Spirit of Wine, which moift fire will prcfently 
fwallow up the dry one- Thefc being both of them 
digefted by a due heat of Fire for fome hours, in a 
long-neck’d Phial or Bolthead, will put on a blood=rcd 
colour, and will manifeft and expofe to view its con¬ 
centrated Virtues, with curious colours, and with a 
pleafant tafte and fmell,by which heart-corroborating 
qualities it far excels all other Aromatical ElTcnces, 


that ferve for the ftrengthening of the heart j for 
thofe properties which afore lay turned inwards, 
and were fhut up in its inmoft bowels, are all of 
them drawn forth and made vifible , and become 
fubjeft to the external diftinguifhing fenfes- By 
this means the abjeft and little Infant which was 
clad in a white colour, becomes a fpeaking, ltrong, 
and prudent man, and this very LacVirginis it felf 
is changed into the moft efficacious Dragons-blood. 
This now is the moft true Aqua-vita, and the moft 
true lFine of Health, fome few drops of which being 
daily taken, do conferve good health, and bellow 
long Life. 

Many honeft men have with their own eyes feen at 
myHoufcthe admirable and moft fpeedyeffefts of 
my often-mentioned true Potable Gold, and efpe-- 
cially its operative efficacy in the tranfmutation of 
thclmperfeft Metals. 

If therefore fuch a one as is troubled with grievous 
Difeafes, and who finds no help in thofe vulgar,com¬ 
monly-known Galenical Medicaments, fliall need the 
help of this my Aurum Potabile, I will out of Chrb 
Ilian Charity willingly bellow upon him fo much 
thereof, as may be rcquiiite for the recovery of his 
former healthy and this I will the rather do, that 
the wonderful miraculous deeds of the Divine Po¬ 
wer may be made known in thefe laft times. 

No body fliall fifii out from me more Direftions 
than thofe which I have too and agen hidden in my 
Writings, concerning this Aurum Potabile \ let it 
fufficc every one, that he can find this Medicine ready 
prepared in my hands, the which fcarcc one of an 
hundred would be able to make, were he a Pofleflor 
of the Secret. 

This Medicine fliall lie ready prepared by me as 
long as I live ; l will not deny it to any body nay 
more, I will openly fliew the ufe thereof too, unto 
fome of my friends,in the melioration of both the Ve¬ 
getables, Animals and Minerals themfclves,that fo the 
Wonders of GOD, and the poffibility of Art may 
bemanifcftcd,and come to light. 

And now, may it pleafe the Omnipotent GOD, 
who is the beginning and the end of all things, to in- 
fpire us, out of His meer Grace and Mercy, and im¬ 
plant in our cold hearts, which are llopt up with 
darknefs, the warming heating fpark of His Holy, 
Eternal, Infinite, and all-correfting Light, that it may 
therein, as in fome faltifh and fulphureous Earth, be 
nourifhed, and grow up like a little Seed, and bring 
forth Fruit a Tlioufand fold, to the Salvation of all 
our Souls. Amen. 
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SECOND PART 

O F 

Miraculum MundL 

In which is defcribed the Magnificent Coming of 

ELIAS THE ARTIST; 

And that the wonderful Salt of Pbilofopbers is the moft Excellent Medicine 
of Vegetables , Animals , and Minerals. 


By the help of which, not only Vegetables do grow, and are multi¬ 
plied; Dilealesof Men and Animals, whether internal or external, are miracu* 
lonfly Cured, and Imperfect Metals really changed into Sol and Luna ; yea, pure 
Sol rendered able to fuftain the Force of Fire beyond the natural 24^’- 
to the 28 th - degree } butalfo from every Plant natural Sol is extra< 5 ted, and diG> 
pofed to fixednejsj for multiplication of it felf. 


THE PREFACE, 


Candid Reader; 

A Mong ancient Pbilofopbers of tbe Heathen 7 as 
Chaldees, Egyptians, Perfians, Greeks, and 
Romans, yea y and tbe Hebrews them] elves , 
it was a long-received Cuftom , enigmatically to 
pryrfe xrhat they efttemed moft worthy of confederation , 
lift Jncb Secrets Jhould either be divulged or loft • to the 
end? that unworthy perfons having regard to the Letter 
only, rind net rcfpcEling the Scnce exprefted in thofe words, 
might fyow nothing at all of them : But contrarily, the 
Worthy, enlightened with the Light of GOD and ’Na¬ 
tive well under ft an ding what is ftgnified by thofe Words, 
might thence reap moft profitable Fruit . The Truth of 
this is fnfficiently proved by the Writings of ancient Phi- 
lofophers ; alfo by the Books of Mofes, and the Hi (lories 
cf the Prophets. For all thefe y or the great eft part of 
them, do indeed need another explication, than tbe Letter 
tt felf [cans to inferr, becaufc fo?nc occult matter is in that 
contained . 

In like manner our Chriftian Pbilofopbers, both ancient 
and modem,difcovered their Arcanum’* enigmatically, as, 
among many other , Bafilius and Paracelfus did : For , al¬ 


though thefcmen delivered all things true,yet they are un¬ 
der ftood by very few : Which hath been the occajion of Con¬ 
tempt and Reproaches, with which ignorant men , and the 
cvilty-difpofed, afperfe all Pbilofopbers (amon? whom 
Kings themfelves,and divers Princes , in times paft have 
been, and are yet found) and fay, There is no fuch 
thing in Nature, as the Tranfmutation of Metals into 
abetter ftate ; and that The Univcrfal Tinfture or 
Stone ofPhilofophers was neverTound by any Man. 
Truly it is a matter worthy of fbarp Reproofand not to be 
fujfcrcd, that the C by mi cal Writings of many excellent pi¬ 
ous men j Jhould (although moft confonant to Verity) be fo 
maliciously rcjctlcd, and proclaimed falfc. 7 his is rather 
due to Chymical A^ountebanks, ('underft at/ding -nothing lefts 
than Chymifery) becaufe they expofe to fale the Phllofo- 
phers Stone unto others : This fort of men have rendered 
Chymiftry fo vile and abjeff at this day, as many men 
judge it a Reproach to be called Chymills. 

That we might, as far as is poffible, prevent this evil , 
anddemonftrate thofe things to be true, which the above- 
named Writers have left to us, under the Title of The 
Salt of Ancient Pbilofopbers, whSchby Paracelfus is 
called Elias the Artift ; we refolvcd to effdl the fame thus . 
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222 


Part L 


The Preface. 


Paracelfus tyc siting of the Iranfmut sit ion of Metals, 
becaufe he was not willing to inflgnHe The Salt of Phi- 
lofophcrs with its true name, ref errs the Reader to Elias 
the Artift? who, he faith, when he comes , will teach the 
way by which the Tr anfmut at ion of Metals may be ejfdi¬ 
ed. Here Men imagine Wonders, and generally regar¬ 
ding the words themfelves, expeit the co?mng of a certain 
AUnfent from GOD , whom they believe, /hall in the later 
A^cs of the World, dijeover occult Arts, and make known 
the Secrets of Nature . I There as, if the JStame Elias the 
Artift be rightly confidered,or a tranfpofition of the Let¬ 
ters be made, we read Artis S^lh,and thefe Salts indicate 
Elias the Artift of Paracelfus- Thefe perform Won¬ 
ders Jo as a man poffcffmg the Salt of An, or knowing the 
nature thereofy may ejfclt Wonders. Elias the Artift 
tofuch a man appears to be the caufe of effecting marvel - 
leas things. 

BafilTus, in his Teft ament, did very obfcurely deferibe 
this Salt, where he fheweth the way of making The Stone 
of Philofophers of common Vitriol •, yet no man is able 
from thofe Writings to gather which way he Jhonld prepare 
the fame. 

Alfo he that conftders the words of Paracelfus, where 
he foretells the coining of Elias the Artift, will find, that 
in that he deferibes Vitriol , both obfcurely and openly j ob¬ 
fcurely indeed in his Treat ife cntituled , The Tindture of 
Naturalifts} openly, in that which he left, touching Vi¬ 
triol in Species . He would not exprefly fay, that Elias the 
Artift, or The Salt of Art, was exprefly contained in 
Vitriol * 5 only this he was willing to Jbcw to Poftcrity, viz. 
That the An of changing vile Metals into better, was da 
feended from the Ancients unto him, and with him jhonld 
perifh, until the coming of Elias the Artift? who jhottld 
jhew the true Tranfmutation of AEctals, viz. in the 
58 th .year of the following Age. This time many have 
expected with grief and trouble, but in vain hitherto. 

Many Philofophers, befdes Paracelfus, have predicted 
the Coming of Elias the Artift, who coming from the 
North, attended with a ftrong Lion, fhall teach Arts , 
find out and manifeft the fecret Treafnres of Nature, 
and difpofc the various mutations of mundane things for 
the benefit of Mankind. Thefe have many men in vain be¬ 
lieved to be fpoken touchingfome one man*, for if we con - 
full the Writings of thofe men, who have fet down this 
Prediction-) we fhall find them not to have intended a 
Man? but Salt-petre only, and his Brother the Salt of 
Art: Hence it is that they cry out, O our Salt! O our 
Salt-petre ! O our Radical Salt! Hence alfo it is, 
that they write, If GOD had not created this Salt, it 
had been impofTible to make our Medicine* and va> 
rions exprcjjions like to this, in many places of their Wri¬ 
tings they ufe, as I have declared in fever al of my Tracts, 
especially in the Third Part of The Profperity of Ger¬ 
many, where (among other things) 1 faid, I hoped that in 
time to come, by me fhould be unto all men exhibited 
Salt-Pare, or The Salt of Art, fitting f° me Mo? 

narch) in a Triumphal Chariot. 

/ doirg this, take Paracelfus out of his Sepulchre , and 
(as himfelf predicted ) turn him towards the Orient, that 
is, I expofehim to the Light, by which the verity of that 
prediction may be dijeerned by All. 

Perhaps my Difciplcs may do the fame ; and they feeing 
the verity of the Tranfmutation of Metals, or rejloring 
the Sick to health in a way unheard of, draw me after I am 
dead, or whdft 1 live, out of the Sepulchre into which my 
evil-minded Enemies have cajt me. And when they do 
thefe things, they will cffcCtfo notable a mutation in Medi¬ 
cine and Alchymy? as indeed for the future thercwill be 
even no Artift,wbo will not fee and under ft ~ and the frauds, 
ignorance , or hatred of the proud and high-flown Adverfo¬ 


rtes of Art and Truth, andjitflly oppofe themfelves againfl 
fitch malicious Enemies of true Verity. Thus may thofe 
who have long before been blind, receive fight, profefs 
themfelves to have beenOppofcrs of Truth, and ftremionjly 
labour to fnpprefs and amend what y s amifs. In fitch a 
time not only trite Medicine? and the mofi noble Art of 
Chymiftry weald begin to floitrifh, but alfo all Arts would 
afeend to a greater degree of perfection ; and fo one Age 
will exhibit it felf much more excellent than others „ 
Wherefore my Prayer is, that the Gates may be opened to 
divine and natural Arcanums, tha{ Elias the Artift, and 
the Salt of Art would difcover the predicted Golden Age^ 
and that the mofl Wife GOD would unto pious men grant 
an entrance into the Land of Promife, that they may 
thence bring Fruits,and prefent them to their Neighbours, 
for the Honour of GOD mofl high, and the folace and com¬ 
fort of the Needy. Amen. 

Indeed Paracelfus makes fome mention of this Salt in 
his Works, calling it Sal Enixum ; but we in our Treat ife 
(pnblifihed in the year 1658. of the nature of Salts, have 
fomewhat more largely expounded the matter, calling that 
Sal Mirabile. In the prefent Treatife of the Salts of Art 
it is exprefly called Elias the Artift ; the verity of which 
Appellation, we fhall by the help of GOD clearly demon¬ 
strate, viz. that Elias the Artift o/Paracelfus//>tf//w 
no other than the Salt of Philofophers, prepared of Salt¬ 
petre, common Salt? or Vitriol. Indeed it is in tafle 
like Salt-petre, yet it is not inflammable, although it may 
be procured by Art. Paracelfus and Bafilius made it of 
Vitriol? as fveral parts of their Writings Jhew, which 
for better knowledge fake 1 fhall here infert. 

Elias and Elifiia, what men they were, and what mira¬ 
cles they wrought, Sacred Letters Jh. iv. The Miracles 
they wrought were Divine , the fame almoft is our Salt 
able to perform in a natural way * 1 here fore not without 
reafon have we called it The Monarch of the World, or 
Elias the Artift ? for there is no fubjecl found in the na¬ 
ture of things, by help of which we arc able to do the fame, 
as may be effected by the benefit of This. The truth of 
this all Animals, Vegetables, and Minerals do witnefs, as 
we [hall demonfir ate vanoufly anon . 

But fome One may fay. Since Chymiftry is treated of 
info various Tongues, and there are found almofi infinite 
numbers ofChymical Books, How comes it topafs, that this 
Salt hath fo long remained unknown, even until this day , 
and it was never fo clearly deferibed by any Writer, as we 
thence could tinder Cl and what it is, or which way it Jhonld 
be made ? I anfwcr. Writers and Readers alfo are found 
of a twofold condition. They, who writ by the guidance 
of Experience, did all acknowledge, and obfcurely deferibe 
this Salt: Other wife they, who compiled their Books from 
the Writings of others, being ignorant of the thing it 
felf, propofed nothing but Fill ions, leading the Reader in¬ 
to a Labyrinth and various By-paths . 

Writers are diligently to be confidered regard is not 
fo much to be had of tbar Words as of their Sence ; if 
this be minded by you, you will find none of the true Wri¬ 
ters, who did not make mention of this Salt , which, as it 
is manifeft to thofe that underfiandjo it is hid from thofe 
who arc yet ignorant of thefe things. You may find 
very many, who in Writings feck, the Stone of Philofo¬ 
phers, and yet are ignorant what they feek> or what the 
Stone is, whether it be fome thing black^or white, hot or 
cold. And if fuch a thing jhonld be prefented to thofe 

men, they would ncglctt it, and after their fajhion lea¬ 
ving the mofl precious Jewel, proceed to pleafe themfelves 
in Dung. Many men handle this Salt with their hands , 
yet what they have in their hands they know not, becaufe 
they are blind , and their arrogant mind infligates them to 
betake themfelves to things more vile. But on the contra* 
1 ry. 
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ry 9 not a few may be found , who will divulge none of 
thofe excellent things which they how. Oh , how hap¬ 
py is he that ftudies Taciturnity ! he is permitted to lead 
a quiet life. I indeed do feriottfly bewail my fo liberal 
Communication of Secrets, but J did that to difcover the 
Wonders of GGD, to ferve my Neighbour , and to pre - 
ferve our Art . Egregious things would often be exhi¬ 
bited to the Worlds did not the high Ingratitude of mor¬ 
tals deterr the Writer , and prevent his good intention . 
When they find a man endowed with the Knowledge of 
forne things beyond others-, they flock about him, entreating 
him to impart bis Secrets to them : there are found di¬ 
vers of this fort. The Wealthy cotne, the Needy come, 
and men of a middle condition alfocomc. The fir fl fort 
of men being, for the moft part, very covetous, will re¬ 
turn nothing in exchange , the fecond fort have not any 
thing to give , but the third only we have fometimes 
found grateful . What we have acquired with very great 
laboury wc cannot eafily impart to Enemies. Tet it of¬ 
ten happens, that thofe who are judged goody are after¬ 
wardfound evil, and in a Farnnerian mannery for Bene¬ 
fits received , return Calumnies and Reproaches . There¬ 
fore, in fncb cafes there is need of great circnmfpettion, 
andwemnft not difeover all we knowy left afterward we 
repent , But as for my felf , I have not changed my 
mind, I have begun to make known the Wonders of the 
Omnipotent, and will go on (GOD willing) and kindle an 
unextinguifl)able Light to this blind World. In this 
Treatife I jhall only deferibe the wonderful Virtues of 
the Salt of Art, referving the way of preparing or ttfe to 
my Friends ; fer what are our Arms, we mu ft not caft 
them away, left our Ene?nies take them up, (tnd wound ns 
with rhemy after the example of Farnner. 

I fpeak of the Salt of Art, the Virtues of which I 
know, 1 will not communicate its Preparation orVfe 3 all 


fimllbe open to my Friendsy (yet withrefpett of perfous) 
more than is fit, is already dtfeovered to Enemies . Is 
there any reafon we jhonld caft Pearls before Swiue ? 
If what others obfctircly treated of, I jhonld here openly 
communicate to Enemies, would they, think yon, ceafe to di 
evil, and begin to do well ? Although Ipnrpofe not at 
all to difeover the Preparation and VJt of this Sal Mira- 
bile, yet I doubt not, but that I jhall prepare and make 
eafte the way for finding it out-,fo as in a few years fpacc 
all Europe will fee Alchymy flonriflj, and not fo much 
any other way, as from the dtfeovery of this Sait . 

Of other Artsy which we jhall perceive to arrive to 
a more excellent ftatc, tbe reafon is the fame. It is 
ftijficient that / have fhewed futh an incomparable Salt 
is found in the nature of things • yea, 1 demonftrate the 
place where it may be found. If Columbus bad not told 
us. That the Occidental part of the Earth did abound 
with Gold and Silver, who could have found the Jamey to 
bring juch Trcafurcs thence to us ? If forne One had 
not revealed, that gold, ftlver, and precious ftGnes were 
contained in Caverns of the Earth, and Pearls to be found 
in the Sea, who (doubting the event j would ever have 
been at thofe vaft charges of Diggings and Fijhings ? 
But now we all know futh Treafures are to be found thercy 
none refujeth to fcarch for them. And although they are 
not obvious to all, yet that they are in being nofman doubts', 
even fo I judge it to be with our Sal Mirabile. The vir¬ 
tues of it 1 deliver, which are great, and with moft eafte 
labour, and a very little direction •, other things may be 
thereby obtained . The cnlv moving caufe why / propofe 
thefe things, is the mrft Wife GOD, whofe wonderful 
Works I neither would nor could hide or keep to my felf any 
longer • 


THE 
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I. Of the Original of this Salt. 


F S touching the Original of this Salt, I have 
H before fhewed which way it fhould be 
made ofF. and common Salt. Yeti would 
not have thefe words be fo taken, as if the 
fame could be prepared no other way than this. The 
methods of preparing it are various ; for it may be 
prepared ofG. only,without the mixture ofcommon 
fait, yea, of allume,fu]phur,or common fait, with¬ 
out the addition of H. or without the benefit of the 
Fire of any other fait. No fait can be found, which 
is not a commodious matter for this fait of Art; 
yet it may be colle&ed from one more eafily, and 
more copioufly than from another. But becaufe we 
exhibited one only way of preparing that before, as 


well for other reafons, as bccaufe of want of time, 
and left we fhould be too tedious to the Reader j 
therefore we now think it convenient to fignifie, 
that thefe wonderful falts may be prepared, and 
that they are endowed with fpecial virtues denied 
to others, which they exercifc, as well univerfally as 
particularly, in Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals- 
For, Who can deny that fait to be of another na¬ 
ture, which remains after the Deftillation of fpiric 
of common fait, and that which is left in the DeftiF 
lation of Jqnei-.fortts or R. although they be falts of 
a moft diverfe nature, of which thefe are prepa¬ 
red ? 

Yet 
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. Yet every one of thefe is endowed with power of 
difl'olving and fixing. Hut that which is made of 
Sal Armoniack volatilizeth all bodies fo, as the fouls 
of them pafs over by Alembick ; in like manner a 
fpirit feparated from Sal-.Armoniach, by the help of 
C- manifefts other virtues and properties, than thofe 
which are found in the Spirit of common Salt- To 
one more accurately confidcring thefe, Arcanum* of 
great note will exhibit thcmfelves: But more of 
thefe elfewherc. 


Of the Name of this Vniverfal Salt. 

O N this Salt wc impofe the name of, The Dm - 
verfal Salt of Pbilofophers, refpeding thofe ex¬ 
cellent Powers and Virtues, with which it is endowed 
above any other Salt. We defervedly cal] it Uni- 
verfal, becaufe it is the higheftof thofe Medicaments 
which proceed from Minerals,Animals,orVegetables^ 
as in the following Treatife fiiall be demonftrated : 
Of Philofophers is added, becaufe the demonftration 
of this matter is rieceliarily grounded on Philofo- 
phick foundations. 


Of the Virtues of this Vniverfal Salt. 

T ouching its virtues, they are innumerable, and 
v\e judge it impoflible to difeover them all; for 
if I fhould undertake only to write what I knowofthc 
virtues thereof, a whole years time, day and night 
labouring, would fcarcely fuffice. Perhaps GOD will 
difeover more to others \ perhaps they, who arc 
younger than I, may find what is to me unknown- By 
me the firft, by me the Guide is opened to the Sear¬ 
cher an entrance to things more excellent. 

My purpofe is to communicate to others thofe 
things, which the moll Bountiful GOD hath large: 
ly conferred on me, for His Honour, and the profit 
of my Neighbour : 1 intend, I fay, to divulge the 
wonderful Works of GOD, but at this time ( by 
rcafon of various bufindl’es and hindrances) I fiiall 
only make mention of fome of the virtues, which 
1 find to be in my Sal Mirabile , or Salt of Art, refer- 
ving the more fpecial explanation of all things to a 
more commodious time. 

This Salt is rightly called Univcrfal, becaufe it is 
the principal Medicament of the three Kingdoms, viz.. 
of Animals, Vegetables, and Minerals, and hath po¬ 
wer to perfect and augment the fame. I remember 
that heretofore I have attributed to Nitre the Dig¬ 
nity of this, and not without rcafon i yet in many 
things it is inferiour to this5^/ Mirabilc, foasitde- 
ferves not to be compared with the fame. There¬ 
fore in no wife correfpondent to Verity are thofe 
Writings, which teach. That by the help of a certain 
Corrofive, a tranfparent Salt may be extracted from 
a Metal, and that fait, diflolvable in water, is the true 
Salt of the Wife- Such Writings are of no other 
life, than to fcduce the Ignorant by Lyes. 


For the fait in which a Metal is dilfolvcd, deferves 
no more to be called or efieemed a fimple fair, but 
receives the condition of a metallick Vitriol, whether 
that Vitriol is green or yellow, of Sol and Lun.i, ov 
white, of Mercury, Jupiter , and Saturn •, or blewifh= 
green, of Mars and Verms ; for what is to be an Uni- 
verfal Medicine, extending it fclf to all Kingdoms, 
mult necefiarily have no extraneous thing mixed with 
it. This is confcntaneous even to the Judgment of 
Rullicks. 

The true Univerfal Salt fhould be partaker of no 
metallick matter \ but altogether pure, and molt ea- 
fily able to put on the nature of all things contai¬ 
ned in the kingdoms of Vegetables, Minerals, and 
Animals, and fo exhibit it felf a molt excellent Me¬ 
dicine. _ And lince thefe Properties are molt fully 
found in our Univcrfal fait, there is no reafon we 
fhould aferibe to it lefs Honour, or not preferr it be¬ 
fore all falts. 

Intending toexpofe the Verity of thefe fayings to 
all, we begin firlt with Vegetables. 


Of the wonderful power of the Univerlal Salt in 
the kingdom 0/” Vegetables. 

I Said in my Miracle cf the ]] r orld, and the Con¬ 
tinuation thereof, that a fulphurcous fvveetfalt 
is the molt excellent Medicament of nil Vegetables: 
The Truth of which no man hath caulc to doubt; 
for I have (hewed in various places, that barren 
grounds are made fruitful by the addition of that Of 
this fair, which vve may life indead of Dung, there 
is great diverfity, for it is prepared of Wood-allies, 
of Stones burnt to Lime, and of other bodies putre-- 
fied by length of time. But the Chief of all thefe 
is Saltpetre, being the fait of Vegetables, Animals, 
and Minerals putrefied, efpecially becaufe it is en¬ 
dowed with a certain occult and fiveet Fire. Alfo 
the fignature proper to it, clearly expofeth to our 
fight its augmentative virtue i for it exhibits not it 
fclf in a Cubical form, as is obferved in corrofive 
falts, (altogether adverfe to the augmentation of Bo¬ 
dies) but Dart-like or acuminate. By this fignature 
Nature intended to (hew of what condition and vir¬ 
tue falt-petre is. And indeed, if Experience be con¬ 
futed, the things vve have propofed will be found 
true, viz. that in Nitre is a principal Virtue, aug¬ 
menting Bodies. As for example: R. what Corn 
you will, deep it for a night and clay in Rain-water, 
wherein Nitre is dilfolvcd, commit it to the earth, 
and’you will find, that it not only (hoots up more 
copious (talks and ears, and hath a more fwift ger¬ 
mination and ripening, but alfo is endowed with a 
much more acceptable tafte, than other Corn in the 
vulgar manner produced by the help of the Dungs 
of Animals- But of this matter, more at large elfc- 
where. 

Pure Nitre is a fait genited in old Stables, from 
the Dung and Urine of Animals. Urine and Dung 
are no other than Vegetables themfclvcs, putrefied by 
digeltion in the ftbmachs of Animals ^ which con- 
coftion is wont to be perfeded in 24 hours fpacc: 
But Vegetables and Animals, out of the ftomachsof 
Animals, cannot be putrefied without long time, efpe¬ 
cially when they have acquired fome undue hard- 
nefs. 

Thus 














Parc I. 

Thus we fee Putrefaction differs in refpeCt of time, 
yet it acknowledged no diverfity -, for whether it be 
made in the ftomac’n of an Animal, or out of it', it 
is all one, and never different in virtue*. By this 
Medium the Vegetable kind hath its propagation and 
encreafc.but altogether in a ruftical manner, becaufe 
a better way is not yet known- 

Indeed, unto Philofophers is known a more eafie 
and more compendious way of reducing Vegetables, 
Animals, and Minerals to their firft matter, or into 
a fulphui eous fweet Salt; yet they referved the fame 
among their Arcannms, left fuch a molt noble Art 
fhould be made too common. 

As it is altogether impoflible that the feed of any 
Vegetable fet in dry Herbs fhould grow, or Man him, 
felf, or any other Animal, fhould be able to fuftain 
Life, encreafe, or be multiplied, with the only ufc 
of Sand or Flints ; but earth moiftened with a faline 
liquor, is required, unto which the feed mull be corn, 
mictcd ; and in Man fuch Aliment mull be digefted in 
theftomach, as will eafily be changed iuto nutri¬ 
ment of the Parts: fo it is impoflible to augment 
Metals, unlefs they have been before reduced to their, 
firft matter, and fo fpiritually conjoined each toj 
other, as one may give nourilhment and encreafe to 1 
the other. All thefe things are far more eafily and 
more readily performed by Art than by Nature- 

By Art that ail Vegetable, Animal, and Mine¬ 
ral fubjeCts may molt eafily and fwiftly be reduced 
to their firft matter, which is a fulphurcons fweet 
Salt-, and by that means be multiplied, the true Uni- 
verfalSalt clearly demonftrates ; which fait, if we 
obferve its fignatureor long figure) is not only more 
excellent than Salt-petre, but is alfo generated eafily 
in the air. We have difeerned fand or a ftone to 
imbibe this fait, if expofed to the air, and from an 
ingenited virtue thence to grow, yea, and that which 
firft grew being taken awa^y, in a few daies fpace ano¬ 
ther hath fliewcd it felf, and fo to Infinity. Indeed 
thefe things feem impoffible, but they are not fo to 
him who rightly knows Nature ; for that augmenta¬ 
tion is effected in a Magnetical manner, of which we 
do more fully treat in another place. 

Hence, not without good caufe, do we aferibe to 
thisUnivcrfal fait the title of HERO, and a moft 
rich and liberal Monarch- 

The PROCESS. 

A nioft eafie Way ofiacquiring Spirit of Salt to¬ 
gether with the Sal Mirabile. 

R. of common fait two parts, diffolve it in a fuffi- 
cient quantity of common water; pour A. upon the 
folution ; put the mixture into a glafs Body, or a glafs 
Retort well coated, or elfe into an earthen Body or 
Retort. If a Body, fet on an Head, and begin to de- 
ftil with Fire of fand, encreafingyour Fire gradually •, 
with the firft heat comes off the unfavoury Phlegm, 
which gather apart-, when the Liquor comes forth 
fowrifh, change your Receiver, and receive the fowre 
fpirit: Continue the operation till no more fpirits 
will arife, then let out the Fire, and permit the Vef- 
fel to Hand in fand till all is cooled, when cold, take 
it out, and ^if it be unbroke, fill it again with the 
aforefaid matter, and proceed as we taught : The 
Phlegm is not to be call; away, but muft be kept, that 
in it may be diifolved Salt fbecaufc it is better than 
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common Water) for another deftillation. Thus from 
every pound of fait you will have ft j. of the belt and 
moft pure fpirit. Dillolve the fait remaining in the 
Body or Retort (if neither be broke) in Water, fil¬ 
ter and evaporate the Water, let it cryftallizc, the 
Cryftals will be white, endowed with wonderful Vir¬ 
tues, to be declared here following. 

Note, If the Glafs be broke, there will be no ne- 
cefiity of diflolving the Salt, it will be enough to 
take out the dried Sal Mirabile , and referve it 
for Ufc. 

Note, This deftillation may be performed in a fil- 
ver Body, for fo doing, we lliall be free from all 
danger of breaking-, yet the Vcfiel muft be made of 
very pure Silver, void of all Copper, left tliofe molt 
fiiarp fpirits do attract the Copper from the Silver, 
and fo the Body become altogether porous and foft. 
Although in the fait is.no property agreeing,with fil- 
ver, yet every deftillation it raceth off fonie of the 
filver, which that you may >fave, gather the white 
Powder left in the Fillrc, after filtration of the 
dillblved fait. Dry this Powder, moiftened with 
a ftrong Lixivium, and melt it in a Crucible into 
filver; yet yon muft not inftitutc this melting of the 
filver perft, becaufe it hath acquired fuch volatility 
from the fpirit of fait, as it will fume all away. 

And although every deftillation fome quantity of 
the filver be raced olf, yet you may deftil the fame 
matter fomc hundreds of times in the fame Body, 
before you Ihall need a new one. Thus we fhall 
have the lefs need of Glades, and fooncr perform 
the dcftillations, becaufe a ftrong Fire may be given 
at firft, without fear of breaking the VelTel- 

A yet more compendious way is, when we fet the 
Body alone upon a Trivet, and by putting Fire un¬ 
der it, extract the fpirit; for fo we fhall need no 
Furnace, unlefs we will, for better conftringing the 
heat: Nor will any great quantity of Coals be fpent 
in fuch extraction, becaufe ft j. of fait may be deftil- 
led with two or three ft of Coals- 

This fpirit being of it felf fufticiently clear, and of 
a grateful tafte, needs no rectification. 

Yea, it is able to efFeCt more than we aferibe to 
it in our Writings- Alfo the regaining fait effects 
other incredible things, belides thofe we aferibed to 
it in our Treatife of the nature of Talcs. 

Plainly, alter the very fame manner as we have 
taught fpirit of fait to be prepared, fo may alfo be 
made Aquafortis and Aqua-rtgis. Inftead of fait, 
take Nitre, and you will have Aquafortis ; and if 
to a folution of Salt and Nitre, equal parts, yon add a 
fufficient quantity of B. you will, by helpofDeftil- 
Iation, acquire Aqua-regis. 

Therefore fincc the infallible Bafts and Foundati¬ 
on of Medicine and Alchymy is C- or elfe D- it is now 
known to us, which way, and for little Charge, we 
may produce large quantities of this Medieine; 
whereas in the vulgar way great Cofts and Labour is 
required -, and the more eafily we can obtain it, the 
more abundantly profitable will it be to us, efpeci- 
ally when we intend to beftow time in the tranfmu- 
tation of the more vile Aletals- Wherefore its 
principal lift is directed to the Preparation of F. a? 
is laid moft eafily. Hence alfo the fpirit of fait and 
Sal Mirabile may duly be ufed in true Medieine and 
fruitful Alchymy. 

Of a Lyon and Panther is produced a moftlharp- 
llghted Lynx ; yea, of a Lyon and Eagle is genited 
a moft potent Dragon, vomiting Fire, flying on high, 
and carrying up in the air an Horfe, with a man fit- 
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ting upon him. Although thefe can do very much, 
yet they could not preferve the molt noble Ai t of 
Alchymy from being accounted unprofitable and 
negle&ed by evil-minded and ignorant men. Yet 
at length an unfatiable Gulo confuming all things, 
being genited of a Dog and aWolf,reftored the fame 
to allue fplendour. This dares to dcmonflratethe 
fpecies of Metals to be mutable, contrary to the 
opinion of Anfotlc, and by this means plainly (hew 
and confirm, that Alchymy is molt profitable, and com 
ternned without Gaufe- Alchymy Hands obliged to 
this, becaufe by the fame it hath recovered its 
priftine and truly royal honours; to this, becaufe it 
both acquires favour and praife. 


Of the Vtility which our Salt of Art contributes 
unto all Min , of what flate or condition foever 
they he. 

T HE Utility of this is very great, for if feeds, be¬ 
fore they be fowed, be lleeped in it, they will 
yield an incredible cncreale ; which is a thing of ve¬ 
ry great concern to all men dwelling on the Earth, 
becaufe they (hall never fuflain the want of Bread. _ 
And will not the Husband-man, gathering in his 
Fruits for lefs labour and charge than in the vulgar 
manner, be able the more certainly to pay his Dues 
to the Magi (bate ? 

Of Artificers alfo the Reafon is the fame ; becaufe 
they being hereby better able to exercife their Crafts, 
may alfo return the benefits thereof to their fupe- 
riours. 

Unto Phyficians, by the help of this, arc known 
more excellent Medicaments, and they being prefent, 
more fpeedy and certain relief is procured to the 
Tick- 

So is it with Apothecaries, Chirurgions, and their 
Medicines, Plafters, and Unguents, which by this arc 
more perfectly prepared, and therefore the Cure is 
fooner, and more happily abfolvcd, than by Medi¬ 
cines vulgarly known. 

And I believe every Artificer and Trading Man, 
when lie can perform his Work with lefs labour and 
charge, and acquire his Wares for lefs trouble and 
coll, will fell his Commodities to his Neighbours, 
at a cheaper rate than he could before he found 
the benefit of this fait. 

Husbandmen and Gardeners, and other fuch labou¬ 
ring men, when they can more eafily, fooner, and 
more abundantly reap their Fruits than before, can¬ 
not chufe but fell to the buyers for lefs price than 
they could afford them at when they had no bene¬ 
fit of this. 

Thus we generally fee, of how great Utility our 
Salt of Art is, or what benefits may thence redound 
to men of every condition. What man, confide- 
ring thefe things, will not imploy all his faculties 
that he may become the Mailer of fuch a fait, whence 
he may not only benefit himfelf, but his Neighbour 
alfo ? 


Of the Vfe of this Sal Mirabile in Medicine. 

i. THis fait ought to be numbred among Univer- 
fal Purgers, for by a Magnetick Virtue icex¬ 
tracts all forts of noxious humours out of the Body. 

2. This purging Property is augmented by Metal- 
lick or Mineral Bodies diffolved in it- 

3- For expelling all depraved humours, the mofl 
profitable to be difi'olved in it, is Antimony; when 
the Medicine is to be appropriated to the Heart, 
Gold when to the Brain, Silver ; to the Liver, 
Spleen, and Reins, Iron; to the Lungs, Tin and Sul¬ 
phur ; to the Habit of the Body, Copper and Mer¬ 
cury. 

4. If purging Vegetables, Minerals, and Animals 
be boiled in the Water in which this fait isdifiol- 
ved, and that dccoClion be ufed in a Clyflcr, we 
know all corrupt humours will be evacuated thereby. 

5. In all thofc Perfons, young or old, which can¬ 
not or will not take purging Medicaments, either by 
the mouth, or otherwife, it will be very profitable 
to free their bodies from corrupt humours, to make 
fuppofitories of Honey and this fait mixed. 

6. In Head-achs-, all Fevers , and the Eflepfie , it 
will deferve the praifes of a fuitable Purger. 

7. In Catarrhs, when the Head is full ofPhlegma- 
tick Humours, half a grane, or a wdiolc granc of this 
fnuffed up the Noflrils early in the morning, or in 
the day-time, wonderfully evacuates the Phlegm. 

8. It is an admirable Remedy in Afiebts of the 
Jaws, and parts adjacent, as the Tongue, Tonfils, 
Cheeks, and Gums, having their original from a 
fliarp Catarrh falling down, and oftentimes con¬ 
joined with Ulceration and Corruption, as is fre= 
quently known to happen in Scorbutick Difeafcs. 
For it extra&s the humours caufing the Evil , and 
heals the part vitiated, if it (d illbl ved in Water) be 
often ufed hot as a Gargarifm, and the ufe of Pur¬ 
ging not neglected- * 

9. In like manner, in the Tooth-ach it performs 
Wonders, drawing out the Humours caufing dolour 
in the Teeth ; if as much as will lie on the point 
of a knife,or 5 j. of it,be applied,tied upina fine Cloth, 
to the akirig Tooth, yet after the ufe of fome gentle 
Purgation- 

10. It is a famous Medicine in AfFefts of the Eyes 
and Ears, drawing their Original from a Catarrh , 
provided the ufe of fome Purging Medicine be not 
neglected. 

11. This fait is egregioufiy ufcful, and efpccially 
after Metallick Bodies have been difi'olved in it, 
againit green Wounds of the Body and old Fiflula’s. 

12. if it be mixed with a due quantity of common 
Water, and thence a Bath be made, it admirably 
clears away the Scab and like AfFeUs of the skin, bet¬ 
ter than natural Baths themfelves; for by its famous 
pow’er ofattrafling depraved Humours, lying between 
the skin and flefii, and producing fuch Affe<fls,it heals 
and extracts the fame, efpccially if that power be 
helped by fome other Medicine. 

13. It extracts Humours of every-kind, fliarp, 
gnawing, or which, are mofl firmly inherent in the 
external parts, or which often produce Vermin like 
Lice, and cannot be removed by Baths or Unguents. 

14. This ufed internally and externally, (viz., in 

a Bath) extracts the Water out of Dropfical per¬ 
fons ; and this it efforts fo much the more powerful- 1 
ly, if Gold be difi'olved in it. 15. It 
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15. It is a famous Medicine for removing Dolours 
of the Gout, or diminilhing the fame. 

16. Inwardly given, ic is conducentagainfi: bloody 
Fluxes of every kind. 

17. Alfo externally applied, it wonderfully Hops 
Blood in Wounds, efpecially if after it is calcined 
and reduced to Powder, it be mixed with Cobwebbs 
or Peacocks Dung, or which is better,when Steel hath 
been diflolved in ir. 

18. It kills and expels all Worms- 

19. In Frattures of Bonus , and in Ruptures, it is a 
molt excellent Medicament. 

20. It, diflolved in Water, and put upon the body, 
not only preferves Infcds from Corruption, but alfo 
greater Animals, and Man3 yet it may be ufed in a 
more dry form. 

21. It is an excellent Conditurc not only of Animals 
but alfo of Plants and Flowers. 

22. It preferves bodies diflcdcd from rottennefs, 
ftink, and drynefs •, contrary to what we have ob^ 
ferved Turpentine, Spirit of Wine, Aloes and Myrrh 
to do •, yea, from decay, as we have feen done in 
Salt-water. 

23. It of Gold produceth an excellent Elixir , in a 
few daies, fome granes of which ufed either liquid 
or dry, moll gently expels depraved Humours by 
Urine, Sweat, and Scidge. Such an Univerfal Arca¬ 
num was never before this time known to Mortals -, 
we liberally give it, for the Honour of GOD, and 
Health of our Neighbour. 

24. 1 c fo prepareth Gold, as by the help of Alco- 
lizate fpirit of Wine, it pafleth the Alembick of a 
golden colour, and is a famous Medicament- 

ay. Alfo by the help of that (although after 
another manner) a blue Tindure may be extraded 
from Gold, of excellent ufe in Medicine and Al- 
chymy. 

26. It is able to imprefs the nature of Vegeta¬ 
bles on all Metals 3 fo as Metals this way prepared, 
and added to the Roots of Herbs, impart to 
thofe Herbs the nature of the Metal applied. How 
famous the ufe of fuch Metallick Medicines will be in 
Medicine, it is eafie to underftand. 

# 


Of the Utilities of the Salt of Art, in 
various ARTS. 


j.TT fuddenly coagulates River-Water, Rain= 

JL Water, or any deltilled Water, fo as it be¬ 
comes Ice, and may be carried in Paper, a Sack, or 
WoodemBox or Cheft, ivherefoever you will, and be 
diflolved when need is, foas the fait may be fepara- 
ted from the Water •, which fait is not at all changed 
by the Water, but may oftentimes again be ufed for 
like Coagulations. 

2. After the fame manner Wine, Vinegar, Beer, 
Metheglin, and like Drinks, may be reduced by coa¬ 
gulation into a clear fubftance, and again be molt 
eafily diflolved. 

3- Alfo by help of that may be coagulated faline 
fpirits, as, Aqii.i-fortis , Aqua-Regis , fpirit of Salt, 
fpirit or oil of Vitriol, and the like, fo as they will be¬ 
come hard falts, without any change or corruption, 
portable in Paper or wooden Boxes, to other places, 
where being diflolved when need is, they exhibit 
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a Liquor diflindfrom the fait, the fait in the mean 
while keeping its coagulating Virtues intire. 

4. To Honey and Syrup it gives the confiftcncy of 
fugar. 

5. Fountains may be fo flopped with it, as their 
flowing to be flayed- 

6. ltchangeth wood in procefsof time into a molt 
hard ftone. 

7* Ic abflra<fts the fuperfluous Phlegm from Wine 
Beer, Vinegar, and fpirit of Wine, fo as they become’ 
the ftronger. 

8. It feparates the Phlegm from fubtile Mineral* 
fpirits, whence they arc made volatile and more po¬ 
werful- 

9- It takes away from Wine, Beer, Vinegar, and 
fpirit of Wine, .its ungrateful tafle or odour, and 
unto them alfo gives greater clcarncfs. 

iq. Alfo it corrects the unfavory fmell ofVeflels, 
fo as vve may commodioully ufe them. 

11. It preferves for a long time all Fruits, as Cher, 

ries, Apples, Pears, Grapes, Garlick, yea, HcnsTggs, 
and whatfoever maybe changed by the air, and other- 
wife would be corrupted. 

12. Unto Painters it may be a Bafs for their Co¬ 
lours- 

* 3 * The feeds of Vegetables moiflcned in it, arc 
wonderfully multiplied, fo as from cnc only granc 
10,20,01* 30 ears will arife : And the fame will be 
effeded, if the fait it felfbe committed to the earth. 

14- Itcaufcth the Earth long to keep the Rain- 
Waters it rcceiveth. Hence mull neceflariJy arife 
great profit to the Fruits. 

15. This applied to the Roots of Trees, reco¬ 
vers them, though almoll dead before, aiid makes 
them fruitful. 

16. Yea, Animals fuffocatcd or drowned in Wa¬ 
ters, asDogs, Cats, Mice, and Infeds, by help of it 
may again be rcltored to life. 

17. It attrads the breathings of many men lying 
together in one Chamber, and coagulates the fame as 
fnow or ice 3 not indeed by any "real! co-touching, 
but being included in fome Glafs, and hung up by a’ 
Thread. Even fo, in a Magnetick manner have we 
obferved fuch breath or vapour to adhere to theout- 
fidc of Glafs like true Ice- But this is a Winter opera 
tiori- 

18. Flowers and odoriferous Herbs, by addition of 
this, may be preferved without change of odour, 
tafle, or colour. 

19- By the benefit of this fait, various colours and 
very many odoriferous fpccies may be prepared ; 
whence the Roots of Plants, if they be applied to 
them) attrad the colour or odour, which they com¬ 
municate to the Herbs themfelves- 

20. It takes away the bitternefs of Oil-Olive, 
rendering ic fweet and clear, better than boiling 
can do. 

21. Linfeed-Oil being mixed with it, is pre- 
fently clarified, and freed from its Aquofity, which 
otherwife cannot be effeded in many daies. |T See 
more in the Second Century - H 
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Of the Z>Je of the Salt of Art in Alchymy. 

i. TTdiflolves and fixcth all Vegetables, Animals, 

1 and Minerals. 

2. In three hoursfpace it reduceth all the aforefaid 
into their firft mattcr,whencc molt excellent Medica¬ 
ments are made, and whence proceeds a produd of 
Metals, new and more excellent than others- 

3- It demonftrates, that in all Herbs, none except¬ 
ed, there is volatile ©, and teacheth which way it 
fliould be fixed- 

4. It adds ftrength to Aquafortis, Aqua-Regis, 
and fpirit of fait. 

5. In a few hours fpace , it extracts the 
foul from Gold, fo as it afeends by Alembick, and 
becomes a very excellent Medicament. 

6. To the white body of ©, and of other Metals, 
fpoiled of its foul, it reftores the fame. 

7. In a very fhort time it reduceth Gold to fuch 
an eflence, as it may be united with the feeds of 
Vegetables, and communicate it felf to the Herbs- 

8. It extrads Gold, Silver, and Copper from Me¬ 
tals moft compendioufly, and with very great profit, 
in a dry way, without fufion or any addition¬ 
s' It gives more noble qualities to metals, whilft 

they arc waflied in it, fo as even by the help of fuch a 
Lotion, Iron can join it felf with Mercury, yea, bc= 
come fluid and dudile, like Copper, which is a tiling 
very profitable. 

10. It brings imperfed Metals by graduation to 
maturity, and fo changeth them into © and >, as 
well by the dry as humid way- 

11. It can ripen every iron into fteel- 

12. By the help of this, Iron may be changed in¬ 
to Copper, Copper inte Silver, and Silver into Gold, 
either by the humid or dry way- Alfo every Gold 
may be brought to the 28th. degree, yea, to a true 
Tindure- But of the laft I have as yet made no 
experiment; nevcrthelefs, it feems not to be impofli- 
ble, bccaufe there is no metal which may not be chan¬ 
ged into another, and indeed more excellent metal; 
yea, we know that common © keeping its colour, 
may be exalted. And although the way of making 
this Tindure is not yet certainly known, yet therd 
will be fomc one, that fhajl fucceed ns, to whom GOD 
will grant the knowledge of the fame, who fhall 
Hop the mouthes of all llanderous and evil-minded 
men, and difeover their malice. 

But fome one may fay, How fhall we know this 
colour of Gold to be true. Gold, and not Copper ? 
To him I anfwer ; For this Procefs neither Copper 
nor any other Metal is required ; only a Vegetable 
Sulphur with the Saltof Art abfolves that- Whence 
then {hould the Copper have accefs to the Gold ? 
To fay, from the Vegetable Sulphur, is nothing: 
for that mu ft be numbred among Miracles. Hence, 
if that fliould be Copper, we fee it may well be de- 
monftrated, that all Metals yea, and The Philofophers 
(tone it felf, may be prepared of Vegetables. Which 
is a faying moft nearly correfpondent to Truth : 
for there is no Plant, yea, I fay, no Excrement, no 
not humane Dung, which exhibit not true Gold,or 
a true Tindure- Therefore this colour, which we 
find to have accefs to Gold, by help of the Sal / 14 . 
rabile, and Vegetable Sulphur, argues not Copper,but 
true Gold. The Elementary Rays of © have palled 
ipto Sulphur in the coagulation in Herbs; this, by 


help of the Salt of Art, is changed into Tindure,when 
fixed, and added to Gold, becomes corporeal. 

From thefe and the like, we judge the certainty of 
tlieTranfmutation of Metals to be fufliciently mani- 
feft to every one. Indeed many have endeavoured to 
demonftrate this, but none more clearly than I have 
done, bccaufe this appertains to Sal Mirabile only. 
Therefore let Ignorants ceafe to gain-fay GOD and 
the Truth, left they be feverely punillied. 

Thefe, and various fuch-like Tranfmutations, may 
be performed with very great profit; therefore I 
judge it necdlefsto fpcak more of them. Occafion 
of knowing many things offers it felf toPofterity, if 
GOD give the Blefling. For the Utilities of this 
Salt are daily more and more known to my Difciples, 
fo as it cannot otherwife be, than that all Europe ? by 
the help of this Salt only, fhall fee true Alchymy 
flourifh- Whence, and not undefcrvedly, it is cal¬ 
led the Salt of Art, or Elias the Art if, who entring 
into the World, fliould communicate various Arts to 
the fame. Here you now have him, teaching thefe 
things which ahvaieswere accounted impofliblc- 

The World not contented with this Elias , mult 
neccflarily expect another. The Jews conlidering 
the abjeift ftate ofChrift, cftccmed him unworthy the 
Honours of the before prophefied of Mcjfias, altho 7 
with their own eyes they faw very many Miracles 
wrought by him. If the fame happen at this day in 
this cafe, what wonder is it ? It is very hard to be- 
Jive, that fuch a wonderful Salt can be found in moft 
abjed Vitriol. 

Could fuch men know the nature of common Vi¬ 
triol expofed to the eyes of all men, they would 
eafily tinderftand more to be contained in the fame, 
than I have attributed to my Sal Mirabile. It is bet¬ 
ter fomething fliould be referved to Pofterity, than all 
things laid open to our Age. I have begun, let others 
proceed- 

Paracelfus , in that Chapter he writ of Vitriol,faith, 
By help of this every Iron may be changed into the 
beft Copper ; but which way, fomething more excel¬ 
lent, viz.. Iron, may be changed into Gold, Elias the 
Artifl (which we call the Salt of Art ) when he comes, 
will demonftrate, That the occult virtues contain* 
ed in Vitriol may be more known to every man, what 
this Author left in Writing, touching Vitriol, 1 
thought good here to infert- 

Therefore,'fincc I in this Trcatife denominate my 
Salt of Art, Elias the Art if long fi nee predided, fome 
one may properly fay ,Aly Glauber, yon proclaim your 
Sal Mirabile to be Elias the Artift; but in ParacellusV 
Writings ire read, 1 hat when he comes , he will teach the 
way of t ranfmuting Iron into Gold-, now few us which 
way your Sal Mirabile can do this. I anfwer, That 
here is nothing of impoflibility, I have obfeurely in 
this and other places (hewed ; but which way the 
Operation is to be inftituted, I have not declared: be- 
caufc I my felf have not as yet obtained a perfed un- 
derftandingof the fame. Nevcrthelefs, that it is 
poffible we have often obferved •, for Iron hath accefs 
to Gold, and fo augments it even as it augments 
Copper. 

For when Copper is diflolvcd in a certain fait, and 
the folution is poured upon thin Iron Plates, not on¬ 
ly the Copper and Iron fettle to the bottom, and fo be, 
comes Copper again, but alfo whilft the codion is 
performing, a great quantity of the Iron hath accefs 
to the Copper, fo as you take out more Copper than 
you put in. 1 bring for a true Teftimony ofthis Ex¬ 
periment, 
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periment, the Saying of that moil true Writer, La. 
z.arus Ercker , in his Probatory Book, where lie faith, 
He had often obferved, that Iron Inftruments in 
length of time were changed into Copper, without 
any depravation of their Figure- Yet it is ciedi- 
ble, that this Mutation is from Spirits, not from 
Bodies, bccaufc Spirits are endowed with a greater 
penetrative power- 

Since the Writings of this man arc in the hands ot 
few, I thought good here to infert what he hath 
left written, touching the Tranfmutation of Iron 
into Copper. 


Whether Copper may he made of Iron. 
Courteous Reader, 

Did for a long time per ft ft in denying. That Iron in 
Coppery V/aters y fuch as arc made of Vitriol , green 
Tartar , and the like , could be precipitated into Copper ; 
nor could 1 in any wife l el it w, that any encreafe could 
come to Copper , from Iron ; but daily Experience hath 
tan fit the contrary , viz- That in Mines and Moun¬ 
tains of Vitriol , were left Iron Inftru>nents y which af¬ 
ter loutr time were changed wholly into Copper. For 
although precipitation of Copper is made , by the benefit 
of Iron , yet the fame quantity of that , as ts put in , is 
not taken cut again. Notwithftanding this , here it is 
to be obferv’d y that together with the Copper } which is 
fo precipitated , Silver alfo (if any be) fettles to the 
bottom. Therefore they feeni to do wcll y who for Ere-, 
cipication of Silver , befides Copper cafl alfo into the 
Aqua-fortis Elates of Iron: And fo in one and the 
fame Operation , Silver and Copper fettle to the bottom , 
and we fave all , which the feparatory Water did con-, 
tain. 

As it is manifeft, Copper may be made of Iron, 
fo alfo that the fame may be changed into Gold, is 
moll eafily demonltrated- That it is polfible, I 
have often obferved, although without profit, becaufe 
the true way of Operating was then unknown to 
me. 

Iron is not changed into Copper in every foluti- 
on, but in that which is in certain Determinate Salts. 
For, if you difiblve ^ fs. of Copper in Aqua-fort is y 
and to reprefs the Iharpnefs of the Aqua-fortis add 
a little common Water, call in Piates of Iron, or 
duly inflitute coClion ; 5 fs- of Copper will indeed 
be precipitated by the Iron, but the Iron not chan¬ 
ged into Copper. The certain reafon of this, we 
believe, is, becaufe no Salt having power of Gra: 
duation, was added to the Aqua-fortis. Of Gold, 
the reafon is the fame, if it be difl'olved in Aqita- 
regis for the Gold is here found to be precipitated 
alone, and the Iron not changed into Gold, becaufe 
of the defc<ft of fait convenient for gradation. 

But if a folution of Copper or Gold be made in 
fpirit of fait, and Iron call into that folution, then 
not only the Copper or Gold fettles to the bottom 
with the Iron, but alfo in this folut ion part of the 
Iron palleth into Copper or Gold, becaufe the fpi¬ 
rit of fait more potently arts upon the Iron, and in¬ 
troduced! Findurc better than Aqua-fortis. 

Although any Iron, as you fee, may be changed 
into Copper or Gold, yet no profit is thence to be 
expected, for commonly fome part of the Gold re¬ 


mains in the folution, and is not precipitated •, and 
which way this may be feparated from the Water 
is not known to all. Therefore it is better to 
omit this Operation, than to labour and be at charge 
to no purpofc : For reduction of this Gold, mixt 
with the folution, experienced men are required, 
which will do all things with judgment, and are not 
contented with that only which expofeth it fclf to 
fight. 

Yet I do not in any wife think that fuel) grada¬ 
tion cannot be inllitutcd without profit. If we can 
really tranfmutc a very fmall Particle of Iron into 
Gold or Copper, Why may we not alfo do the 
fame in a greater quantity ? It is our faults if wc 
do it not, who are ignorant howto ufc rightly Salts 
of gradation, fnlficicntly able to complcat the work. 
That the way of effecting that: was known to Paracel- 
fns, I doubt not ; yet he would not communicate it 
to the ungrateful World, but referred the divulgati¬ 
on thereof to the coining of Elias the Artift ) and that 
not without Reafon. I doubt not, but that this gra¬ 
dation may be performed with very great profit, by 
help of my Sal Mirabilc y 01 -Salt of Art y yet I cannot 
fubferibe to it as an infallible certainty. I have other 
things now in hand to .fpeak of: My Labours and , 
almoll incredible Charges have diftovered various fe- 
crets, which I publickly communicate for the profit 
of my Neighbour. Other things may be effected in 
time, by which ( Darkncfs being difeufled ) Light 
may be given to the World, and the Miracles of the 
Omnipotent O O D be expofed to the view of all. 
Here is need of Labour. 

That Gradation of Iron may be made by the 
help of appropriate falts, fo as to be changed into 
Copper, Silver, or Gold, our Sal Mirabile plainly 
enough declares, whether the gradation be inflitu- 
ted in an humid way, or Cementation made in the 
dry. 

Now it remains, that vve dcmonflrate, that fiich 
gradation may be made by fpirits, having power of 
perfecting and fixing, fo as no confumption of the 
Iron be, as we fee done in the addition of Aqua-fortis. 

It is fure that the fame gradation which Lazarus 
Ercker Laid, he obferved in the aforefaid Mountains, 
is of like condition ; and fince we poll'cfs fuch Spi¬ 
rits, we alfo, remote from Mountains, may effect the 
fame. I cannot believe that any other can (if he 
would ) teach us the way of preparing fuch fpirits, 
befides Elias the Artifr. 

In what relates tome, I fay, that this gradation of 
Iron may be the better performed, Copper, Silver, 
and Gold multfirllbe reduced into Vitriol, having 
power to effeCl gradation, and that indeed by the 
benefit of the Salt of An. I have more than once, by 
the help of the Salt of Art , changed fiver or gold in¬ 
to a green Vitriol: I need not fpeak of Copper, the 
mutation of which is far more eafie, yet the other 
isnotvery difficult, and indeed in an humid way. For 
I have not feldome ( when it happened that the Iron 
being confumed,. my labour was to no purpofe) had. 
one end of an Iron Wier changed into Copper, and 
the other into Gold. If time will permit, for my 
Friends fake, and that they may be mindful of me, I 
will repeat the fame labour. But the principal 
thing, which infers difficulty in this Operation, is a 
too great corrofion of the Iron by the Vitriol. 

Note. Befides this, there are other things, which 
caufe difficulty, and fo render the labour invalid, in 
the dry way as well as in the humid, viz., the apt- 
nefs of Glafles to break in the humid; audofCruci- 
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Dies in the dry way ; whence it comes to pads, that 
the Sal Alirabile cannot be kept in them a due time, 
but runs out- 

The gradation of iron into gold, in what way 
foever made, without gold can very difficultly be pcr= 
fe<fted ; and if a glafs happen to break, Who (hall be 
able to gather up what runs out. ? The lofs of one 
gradation, by the breaking of the Veflel, and out- 
llovving of the Liquor, will fcarcely be repaired with 
5 or 6 other gradations compleated without lofs. 
Therefore it is bell to defift from fuch Works- 
Of that Operation, whichis performed by the dry 
way, the reafonis the fame. For here the gold,which 
is added for gradation, is almoft all loll, without 
regard to the breaking of Crucibles, which by that 
means cannot contain the Salt of Art its due time : 
And befidcs all this, the fubltance of the Crucible will 
imbibe fomeofit, and together with the fame part 
of the Gold; and, Who can without lofs extrat it 
thence ? Yea, we think the Crucibles drink in a grea¬ 
ter quantity of the gold, than we acquire by the gra¬ 
dation, although our Work fucceed well- By Expe¬ 
rience it is manifeft to me, that when there are eight 
parts of Gold, but one part of Iron in gradation is 
changed into Gold, which way foever the Work is 
performed. What will it avail tofpend our time in 
perfeting thofe things, the event of which is very un¬ 
certain ? This is the reafon why very many with 
me have refultd this profitable Operation- 

We confidering the podibility of the matter, whe¬ 
ther it was poflibleto prevent thofe difficulties, began 
to labour, but to no purpofc, a great while, until at 
length it pleafed the Highelt Giver of all Good things 
to hear our Prayers, and opened to us the way of pre¬ 
paring fuch Glafles, as (although not luted, are able 
to bear the vehemencyof Fire without coating ; and 
Crucibles alfo we know how to harden fo, as they 
will continually keep Metals in Flux. I now hope, if 
GOD hinder not, for better fuccefs. 

A man not fearing the breaking of Glades and Cru¬ 
cibles. might perform egregious things, this way 
handling Metals,according to his will inftituting gra¬ 
dations and fixations, and fo reduce Metals to due 
maturity, even as the fun, by continual digeftion, 
ripeneth Fruits : For no man, if he fear breaking of 
his Velfel, and lofs of his matter, is able to keep the 
fame till its final compleatment in a Glafs or Cruci¬ 
ble. 

By the benefit of either of thefe inventions, fuch 
things may be effected in Medicine and Alchymy,as 
before were impofliblc to be done. 

Yet let no man follicite me (confidering the great 
labour and vail charge 1 have expended thereon) to 
divulge this fecret. Ncvcrthelefs, that it may not 
be buried with me, I purpofe to communicate that to 
two of my moll loving Friends, adding (befides many 
other Arcannms ) a fuccint Explanation of this fe= 
cond part of the Miracle of the World. It will con¬ 
cern thefe men to ufe the fame for the Honour of 
GOD, and good of their Neighbour. I did not this 
to profit our felves,becaufe they are rich enough and I 
live contented with what 1 have, but only that the 
fullentation of the Poor might be chiefly regar- 
ded. 

Iron may alfo another way be changed into Gold 


or Copper, viz., by the help of fiery fpirits, which 
Salt-Petre (the Coufin-Gcrman of our Salt of An ) 
exhibits, and of which I have very plainly difeourfed 
in a fpecial Trcatife, not yet publilhed. That you 
may ice the poflibilicy, I will declare the matter by 
example. 

Make a Fulmen of Tartar, Sulphur, and Nitre 
mixt, to this add of the Miner a (or Ore) of Copper, 
Silver, or Gold, never expofedtothe vehemency of 
Fire, but llill endowed with its own Sulphur, endow¬ 
ed with power of tinging and perfecting Gradation 
an eighth part. Put ^ fs. or 5 j- of the mixture in¬ 
to a Crucible at one time,and fet this Crucible under 
the Receiving Vefiels of our fifth Furnace, and with a 
live Coal kindle the Fulmen, and then the Orifice be¬ 
ing well clofed, you will find and obferve the Grada¬ 
tion of Iron unto Copper, Gold, or Silver, according 
to the diverfity of matter added to the Fulmen. 
Here moll commodioufly maybe ufed Steel-Needles; 
thefe 1 have often drawn out of a Crucible, wholly 
changed into Gold. 

Note- He who intends to make Gradation with 
Gold, mull necelfarily apply Receivers, in which he 
may collet the volatile Spirits of Gold. If a man be 
I contented with a very fmall quantity, he needs not 
1 ufe Receivers, afterward (being firft aflured of the 
certainty of the Operation) he may build a Furnace fit 
for it. I built fuch a Furnace, in which the laft Sum¬ 
mer, for my Friends fake, I performed this Operas 
tion- 

Note. If a fufficient abundance of good Metals 
be wanting, that your labour may not be in vain, it 
will be requifite to make the fame fpiritual with Salt¬ 
petre, before they be added to the Fulmen. If you 
would make trial of graduating into Gold, to^ j. of 
the Fulmen, you may add 5 j. of fulminating Gold 
(precipitated with fpirit of Urine, not with Lixivium ) 
and your endeavour will have good fuccefs, if you pro¬ 
ceed right. 

By help of this Fulmen, all Metals may be changed 
into Gold or Silver ; that is, the true Regal Cement 
of ancient Philofophers, which they alwaics kept fe¬ 
cret; only Paracclfus , in his Preface to the Book of 
Cements, was willing to make fome fmall difeovery ; 
Y on mufi wof(faith lie )Jo much regard the Ingredients of the 
Cement ? hut the way of cementing is only to he confidered, 
the Fire only, which is in it, mufi be endowed with power 
of fixing aud graduating. Yea, in his Book of Vitriol 
he almolt fpcaks the fame. 

But fome one may fay, What is that Regal Ce= 
ment, or what is the way of ufing the fame ? Al= 
though this hath been alwaies kept as a Secret, yet 
I in thefe laft times communicate the fame to All. 
There is indeed no Metal, which may not (even with¬ 
out the addition of any other thing having power of 
perfecting Gradation) by the help of this only, be 
turned into gold ; as in our work ofh we largely (hew. 
Yet this Operation is not done with fo great profit, 
as that which adds Powders perfecting gradations 
to the Cement; ncvcrthelefs it isfulficienttolhew the 
poflibility. ' 

But that the Dotrine of Elias the Artifi may be 
more manifeft by the aforefaid Paracelfus, we thoughc 
good here to fubjoin his own words at large, which 
take as follows. 
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THE BOOK 
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CljcopljMits Combat 

Of Hohenheim ,Monarch of Philofopbers, Prince of Spagyriflsfbief 1 of JHronomcrsJParadoxU 
cal Pbyfciariy and great Ma(ler of Mt’cbanick Secrets. 


TOUCHING 


The TINCTURE of Natural Things, 

Againft Sophifters born fince the Flood, in the Age of Our LORD 
1 JESUS CHRIST the Son of GOD. 


THE PR 

Ince thou , Sophifter, with foolift j and lying Words , 
baft reproached me in all places, becaufe I was born 
in Helvetia, that 1 am rude, and nrtderftand or 
know nothing , alfo , that being one Letter more 
than a Pbyftcian, 1 rove and wander about from one Regi¬ 
on to another : Therefore I purpofe in this f mall Treatife 
to difcover and lay open to the World , ignorant and unex¬ 
perienced men • alfo that in the firft Age good Arts were 
in being and what yotrr Art is able to effect againft mine 
and mine againft yours, and what is to be judged of either, 
and how Poftenty in the Age of Grace will imitate me . 

Conftder Hermes, Archelaus, and others in the Firft 
Age , what Spagyrifts they were y and how great Philo/o - 
phers. That they were fnch y is witneffed even by their 
Enemies , who are thy Patrons, (or Idols rather at this 
time') 0 Sophifter . But if this had not been teftified by 
your Anthentick Fathers and falfly-reputed Saints ; yet 
the ancient Srrvaragdine-Ta 61 e difeovers more of Art 
and Experience in Medicine, Alchyrny, Magick, and 
ether like Sciences , than can ever be taught by you and 
all your Tribe . Jf from the Precedent you do not yet un¬ 
der ftand whaty and how great Treaftres thefe be, tell me 
why no Prince or King was able to fubjngate the Egypti¬ 
ans ? Then why did Diocletian Emperonr command 
all Books of Chymiftry (how many foever they were he 
could come by) to be burnt ? For their Books being dc- 
ftroyed , they were long fnce compelled to bear fitch an into - 
lerableTckc , as will in time fall upon the neck of thee and 
thy Collegues y 0 Sophifter. 

In this Middle Age the Alonarchy of all Arts is at 
length derived to me, Theophraftus Paracelfus, Prince 
of Philofophy and Medicine ; for unto this am I chofen by 
GOD, that 1 may extinguifh all phantaftes of dev ifed y 
putatitious, and falfe lForks, and prefumptuotis Words 
whether they be the Placets of Ariftotle, Galen, Avi- 
Cen, Mefue, or any other FMower of them . And my 


EFACE. 

Theory proceeding from the Light of Nature , fall never 
fail through its nnconftancy y nor be changed, but berin to 
fiourift) in the $$th. year of the following Age. Then the 
Pr aft ice following, it fall be proved by admirable and in¬ 
credible Signs-) jo as it jhall be openly ?nanifcsl to Me- 
chanteks and the Common Peoplc y how conftant and unmo¬ 
ved the Paracelfick Art ftands againft the Trifles of 
Scphifters 5 in the mean while that Sophiflick^ Art hath 
need of Papal and Imperial Privileges , to ftrengthen 
and uphold its Impertinences . But whereas 1 am by tbec y 
OSophifter,accounted a Beggar andl r agabond y the Danube 
and the Rhine, I being ftlent, flail anjwer for me to thee. 
Often hath thofe impertinent ly-devifed Calumnies of thine 
againft me, difpleafed many Princes and Earls, alfo I/m 
perial Citics y Noblemen , and Knights ; for 1 have a Trea¬ 
sure in a certain City of Forum Julij, called Weiden, 
hid in the Hofpital there y which neither thou Leo the 
Roman, nor thou Charles the German, with all your 
Subftance , are able to pnrcbaje . Although a ftgnate Star 
fell upon the Arcanum of your Names, yet it was known by 
none but the Sons of the Divine Spagyrick Art. Where¬ 
fore ftnce,thou Krrminons and Low fie Sophifter, judgeft the 
Alouarch of Secrets to be an ignorant Fool and prodigal 
Decotter, I will now, in the middle Age, openly difcover 
(as an honourable profecution of thofe things 1 have aver¬ 
ted) the Virtues and Preparation cf that Tinttnre, for 
the profit and honour of the Lovers of Truth , and that the 
Contemners of true Arts may be reduced to Beggary. The 
latter Age will be illuftrated and honoured with this Ar¬ 
canum, as the Gift of GOD, and manifeft Endowment of 
the true Spirit , fo as from the Beginning of the World 
the like fprout of Under ft anding and Wifdont was Jcarccly 
ever heard of. In the mean while , Ktee ftia.ll not be able 
to fupprefs the Juft, nor the Riches or power of thofe that 
are evil, be any Damage totheVpright . 
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Of Philip Theophraftus Paracelfus 

His Tin&ure of Natural Things, 
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I Philip Theophraftus Paracelfus Bombaft , fay, 
Thac (after the manifeftation of Divine Grace) 
many waies to the Tindture of natural things, 
were found out, which did all finally tend to the 
fame fcope and end: For Henr.es Tr if meg; flits the 
Egyptian fet about this Work,'according to his own 
Reafon. Oats the Grecian obferved the fame Proccfs. 
El all the Arabian per fitted in his own orders but Al¬ 
len us Magnus followed a Procefs very prolix. Every 
one of tliefe proceeded in his own manner, yet they 
all attained to one and the fame end at laft, viz.: to 
long Life, and an honeft fuftentation and Conferva- 
tion of the fame in this vale of miferies. At this time, 

1 Theophraftus Paracelfus Bombaft , Monarch of Secrets, 
am endowed with peculiar Gifts of GOD, viz., in 
fuch a manner, as every fearcher of this high natural 
Work muft needs imitate and follow me, whether he 
be ail Italian , Polonian , French-man, German, or what- 
foever he is, and whofoeverhe is. Hither mull you 
all, Philofophers, Aftronomers, and Spagyrifts, how 
high foever you be, come after me. 1 by my own 
immenfe Labours, will fhew and open to you, Alchy- 
lnifts and Doctors, that corporeal Regeneration. I 
will teach you that Tindture, Arcanum, or Quintc- 
ficnce, in which the Foundations of all Myfteries and 
Works are latent: For every man may and ought 
to give credic to another in thofe things only, 
which he hath experienced by Fire- If any one, 
otherwife than by this experience} offer anything in 
Chymiftry, he is not to be believed, becaufe the true 
mull be feparated from the falfe by Experi¬ 
ence in Fire. Afluredly the Light of Nature was 
created for this end, viz. that by it the trial or 
Proof of every thing lhould appear-, yet to thofe 
only who walk in that Light.. With this Light we 
ft,all be taught by the heft demonftrations, That all 
thofe who ever before me entrecl this fo difficult Pro¬ 
vince, with their proper phantafies and acute fpecula- 
l ionS} have made trial to their own hurt. There¬ 
fore, by my Foundation, many Rufticks have been 
made Noble-men -, but on the contrary, by the pu- 
tatitious and opinionative Art of thofe mem of No¬ 
bles,many have been tranfmuted into Rufticks ; be¬ 
caufe they could bear golden Mountains in their 
Heads, before they had put their Hands into Coals- 
But fir ft arc to be learned Digestions, Deft illations , 
Sublimations, Reverberations , Extractions, Solutions, 
Coagulations , Fermentations , Fixations , and every In- 
ftrument requifitc for this Work> is to be known 


by ufe, as Glafies, Cucurbits, Circulatories, Vefiels 
of Hermes , Earthen Vcifels, Balneums, Wind-Fur¬ 
naces, Reverberatories, and other fuch like ^ as alfo 
a Marble, Mortars, and Coals; fo may you at length 
proceed in Alchymy and Medicine. 

But as long as you by Phantafie and Opinion ad= 
here to your Fidlitious Books, you will be apt for, 
and predeftinated to none of tliefe. 


CHAP. If. 

Of the Definition of the Suljefl and Matter of 
the Tindture of Natural Things. 

B Efore I come to the Procefs of the Tindture, it 
is convenient I ffiould difeover to you theSub- 
jedt thereof; for this was alwaies kept fecret (with’ 
a peculiar concealment ) by the Lovers of Verity. 
Therefore the matter of the Tindture ( here you 
muft underftand me in a Spagyrick fence ) is a certain 
thing, which from three pafleth into, or remains in 
one Eflcnce, by the Art of Tulcan. But that I may 
fignifie the fame to you by itsName; according to 
ancient ufe, it is by many called the Red-Lion , but 
by few known. This, by the help of Nature, and the 
Art of the Ariift, may be tranlmntcd into a white 
Eagle, and of one two be made ; yet then the golden 
fplendour ffiines not fo much to the Artift, for they 
two kept in one ffiine more. Now, if yon under¬ 
ftand not the ufe of Caballifts and ancient Aftrono¬ 
mers, thou arc not born of GOD for the Spagyrick, 
Art , nor by Nature chofcn for the yulcamck^Work, 
nor created to open thy mouth in AlchymifticlgArts. 
Therefore, the matter of the Tindture is a very 
rich Pearl, and a moft precious Treafure. and the 
nobleft thing (next to the manileftation of the moft 
High) and moft worthy of humane confideration, 
that can be in the earth. This is the L I LI of Al¬ 
chymy and Medicine , which Philofophers have fo dili¬ 
gently fought, but through dcfedl of intire know¬ 
ledge, and perfedl Preparation, they attained not to 
the perfedl end thereof- By their Searches and Ex¬ 
periences, a Beginning only of the Tindture is given 
to us; but the true Foundation which my Collegues 
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1 fhould imitate, was left to me j wherefore no man 
mult mix his Vizors with our Intentions. I, after 
my Jong Experiences, defervedly corrcft Spagyrifts 
and feparate the falfc or erroneous from the true, 
having by continual Searches found out thofe things, 
by rcafon of which I may juftly reprehend and alter 
many and diverfe things. Yet had 1 found the Ex¬ 
periments of the Ancients more excellent than my 
own, I would not have fuftained fo great Labours, 
as I willingly undertook for the fake, profit, and ho¬ 
nour of all good Alchymifts, &c. Therefore, fince 
the fubjedt of the TinCture is fo fufficicntly decla¬ 
red, as a more faithful difeovery cannot, nor mult 
be made between two Brothers, 1 will enter upon the 
Preparation thereof-, and after I have pofited the 
Experiences of the Firft Age, I will alfo add my 
own Inventions, unto which, in time to come, the 
Age of Grace will adhere, whomfoever thou ( Sn. 
pbijier ) from thy own Philofophy in the mean while 
fhalt conltitute Patriarchs or Principals. 


/ " — ■ "■ ■ 

Seed in the Earth) for its due time j becaufc be¬ 
fore this Corruption, nothing could of it be pro¬ 
duced, nor any Arcanum difeover it felf; and after 
putrefaction, they abftrafted the humid fpirits from 
the matter, until by the force of Fire they were 
dried and fublimed; that this way (no otherwife 
than as the Husband-man waits on the Scafons of 
the year) the faid fpirits might come to maturi¬ 
ty, as one thing is wont to rife and fall after ano¬ 
ther- And laftly, as after Spring the Summer ap¬ 
pears, they incorporated thofe Fruits and dry Spi¬ 
rits, and brought the Magiftcry of the Tinfturc fo 
far, until it fhould come to its Harveft, and difpofe 
it felf to ripenefs. 


CHAP. IV. 

Of the Procefs of preparing the Tin&ure of Na¬ 
tural Tilings, abbreviated by Paracelfus. 


CHAP. III. 

Of the Procefs of the Ancients in preparing the 
Tincture • and of a more fhort way found out 
by Paracelfus. 

A Ncient Spagyrifts putrefied Lili for a Philofo- 
phick Month, and then deftilled from it the 
humid Spirits, fo long as until the dry were eleva¬ 
ted : The Caput Mortimm they again imbibed with 
the humid Spirits, and from it, by deftillation, often 
• abftradtcd them , and continued this Operation fo 
long, as until the dry Spirits were wholly eleva¬ 
ted. Then they united the abftrafted humours and 
dry fpirits by a Pellican together, 3 or 4 times,until 
all the Lili remained dry in the bottom- 

Although the firlt Experience followed this Pro¬ 
cefs before fixation, neverthelefs our Anceltors of¬ 
ten obtained their wilhed end perfectly. But they 
would have had a more Ihort way of coming to 
the Red-Lyon* s Trcafurc, if they had learned the 
Concordancy of Aftronomy with Alchymy, as I have 
demonltrated it in the Apocalyps of Hermes. Yet 
lincc every day (as Chrift fpake for the comfort of 
the faithful ) hath its proper Care, the Labour of 
Spagyrifts before me was vail and great, which now 
by help of the Holy Spirit afiifting, will be eafed and 
lightned by my Theory and Practice, and declared 
to all thofe, who abide conftant in their Labours 
with patience; for I am experienced in the Pro¬ 
perty of Nature, and know the EtTences and Con¬ 
ditions thereof, and the conjunction as well asrefo- 
lution of the fame. Which is the higheft and 
greateft thing in Nature, never yet known to So- 
phifters. 

When the firlt Age had the firlt Experience of 
the TinCture, Spagyrifts of one fimple made two;, 
but afterward, when in the middle Age that Inven¬ 
tion was loft, their Succelfors, by diligent fearch, 
at length happened on the two names of that fim¬ 
ple, and with one denomination 'called ic Lili , as 
the fubjeCt of the TinCture : Then the Imitators of 
Nature putrefied this matter (no otherwife than as 


A Ncient Spagyrifts would not have'undergonc fo 
prolix a Labour, and made fuch tedious Rcite» 
rations, if they had learned their Work from my 
School, and in their labour followed the Rules of 
the fame, but would full as well have obtained 
their end with much lefs Labour and Charge. At 
this time, in which Theopbrafius Paracelfus the Mo¬ 
narch of Secrets, comes, is the Seafon of Invention, 
which was hid from all Spagyrifts before me. 
Wherefore I only fay ; Take the Blood of a Ro- 
fie colour from the Lyon, and the Gluten from the 
Eagle, which, after you have joined them together, 
coagulate according to the old Procefs. Thus you 
will have the TinCture of Philofophers, which in¬ 
finite men have fought, bnt very few found- 

Whether thou wilt or no, Sophifter, this Magi- 
ftery is in Nature, and is a wondrous Work of 
GOD above Nature, and the moft precious Trea- 
fure in this Vale of Mifcries. If you confider it 
externally, it appears to be that which tranfmutes 
fome vile thing into another much more noble than 
it was before- Yet that Miracle is produced by a 
Spagyrift, becaufc he had patience, and was not 
weary, and by the Art of his Preparation did corrupt 
the vile extrinfecal Body, and from thence raifed 
up another and moft precious ElTence. If thou 
haft learned, or knoweft any like thing by the light 
of Ariflotle , or from the Rules of Serapio , produce 
it here, and bring it to light by experience. Now 
keep the Law of the Schools, as becomes a Lover of 
Honour, and a Doftor. Bnt if thou knoweft no¬ 
thing, or art able to do nothing, Why doft thou con¬ 
temn me,as an irrational Helvetian Calf,and accufe me 
to be a Vagabond-Circulator ? • Art is another Na¬ 
ture, and a peculiar World, as Experience witnefteth 
and demonftrates againft theq and thy Idols. There¬ 
fore the Alchymift fometimes compounds certain 
Simples, which he afterward', according to his ne- 
cefiity,'corrupts, and thence prepares another thing. 
For fo, very often of many, one thing is at length 
made, which effects more than Nature per fe is able 
to do ; as is fufficiently manifeft in Gaftaynum, where 
of Saturn Venus is made - , in Carynthia, of Venus Luna • 
zndi\n Hungary^ of Lima Sol. Not to mention other 
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Tranfrnutationsof Natural things (fufficiently known 
to Magicians) which bring greater wonders to Light 
than Ovid fpcaksofin his Met amorpbofis. 

But that you may rightly underftand me, feek your 
Lion in the Orient , and your Eagle toward the South , 
which are to be afiumed for this Work- You can- 
rot find better Inftruments than Hungary and Hitfiria 
produce. But if you would deduce that from Unity, 
through Duality into Trinity, with an equal permu¬ 
tation of either, then you mult direfl your Journey 
towards the South, for in Cyprus thou canft not ob¬ 
tain all thou defireft •, yet here we muft difeourfe no 
farther than at prefent we have declared- Of thefe 
Arcanum , which exhibit tranfmutations, there are 
many more, although known by few ; ar.d fiiould 
they by the Lord GOD be manifefted to any one, 
the rumour of this Art would not therefore pre= 
fcntly break forth, but the Omnipotent, together 
with it, would give undcrltanding to conceal thefe 
and other things, until the Coming of Elias the Ar- 
ttfi, in which time nothing (hall be fo hid, as not to 
be revealed- You very clearly fee (although there 
is no need tofpeakof this here, which may by fome 
be taken inderifionj in the fire of fulphur, is a great 
Tinfture of Gemms, which-indeed exalts them more 
fublimely than Nature per fe is able to do. But this 
Gradation of Metals andGemms muft in this place 
be omitted by me, becaufe 1 have very fufficiently 
writ thereof in my Secrets of Secrets, in The Book, of 
Vexations of Alchymi(ls f and in other places. As I 
have begun our Anceftors Procefs of the Tintture 
of Natural Things, fo 1 will perfectly conclude the 
fame- 
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reafon to fet down any thing here more amply or 
clearly than I have already done ; let thy Phari-. 
fauly Schools teach thee what they will, from their 
own unftable and tottering Foundation, it will not 
reach their end or fcope ; but after you fhall, as ac¬ 
curately as is poffible, have learned Alchymiftick 
Induftry, nothing then in the nature of things will 
be fo difficult, but it, by help of this Art, may 
be manifeft to thee- Indeed, Nature her felf brings 
forth nothing to light, which is brought to its high- 
eft perfection ; as in this place may be fecn by the 
Unity or Union of our Duality; but Man ffiould,by 
Spagyrick preparations, deduce it to that, unto which 
it was ordained by Nature. 

Thus far have I faid enough of the Procefs of 
the Ancients, and of my correction of The Ttntture 
of Natural Things, as to its preparation. 

Now, we having this Treafure of the Egyptians in 
our hands, it concerns us to convert the fame toour 
profit, which is two-foldly offered to us from this 
Spagyrick Magiftery. In the firft way, how it may 
be applied for Renovation of the body ; in the fe- 
cond, how it is to be uled for Tranfmutation of 
| Metals : Therefore, fince 1 Tbeophraftus Paracelfus 
am experienced in both diverfiy (according as the 
figns of the Work, both in experience and proof, 
have appeared better and more perfectly to me 
than any other) 1 will deferibe and propofe the 
fame. 


CHAP. VI. 

Of the Tranfmutation of Metals ly Projection 
of the Medicine. 


Of the Conclufion of the Procefs of the Ancients, 
made by Paracelfus* 

L Aftly, the ancient Spagynfts, by a certain order¬ 
ly augmentation of Fire, long continued, fixed 
their pellicanate and dry Till, until from blacknefs, 
through a change of all colours, it became red as 
Blood, and with its colour had put on the conditi¬ 
on of a Salamander. Rightly indeed did they pro¬ 
ceed in fuch a Labour ■, and it is equal and fit, that 
every man, who would compafs this Pearl, Ihould 
proceed after the fame manner. To declare this 
more clearly to thee, would be very difficult for 
me, if you have not in the fchool of Alchymifts 
learned to obferve the degrees of Fire, and alfo to 
change your Velfels. If you have done this, then 
you will fee, that as foon as your Lili fhall be made 
hot in the Phyfical Egg, it will with wonderful ap¬ 
paritions become blacker than a Crow, afterward, 
iu fnecefs of time, whiter than a Swan ; and laft- 
ly,palling through yellownefs, become more red than 
any blood- Seek , 7 ^^(faith the firft Spagyrift)^ 

you fhall find , kniefiand it fhall he opened unto you. It 
would be an impious and uncomely thing to put 
Meat into the mouth of fo perfidious a Bird. He 
ihould rather be fuffered to file out, as I, and all 
others before me were compelled to do. There¬ 
fore follow the true Art ; for this will lead thee 
to the pcrfeCc knowledge of That. There is no 


I F the Tinfture of Naturalifts be to be ufed 
in Tranfmutation, one pound of it is firft to be 
projedted upon a thonfand pounds of © in Flux; 
then your Medicine will be prepared for tranfmuting 
the Leprous humour of Metals. This is a wonder= 
ful Work in the Light of Nature, viz., that by 
this Spagyrick Magiftery or Operation, that which 
before was fuch a Metal, Ihould perifh, and become 
another Metal. That renders Ariftotie , with his 
evilly-founded Philofophy, a Fool : The Country¬ 
men in Hungaria calling lion for a convenient time 
into a certain Fountain called Zipferbrunntrt, find 
it confumcd into a Fcrntgo (or Iron feurf) which 
melted in a ftrong Fire with Bellows, is prefently 
pure Copper, which never more returns into Iron. 
Likewife, in the Mountain Kkttenbirg (as it is com¬ 
monly called) they ftrein a Lixivium from Marca- 
fites, in which Iron is prefently changed into the 
belt Copper, highly gradated, and more malleable 
than other natural Copper. Thefe, and many fuch 
like, are better known to fimple men than to So- 
phifters, for thefe men tranfmute one fpecies into 
another ; yet thefe Arts remain for the moft part 
abfeonded, by reafon of the notable contempt of 
Ignorant men, ar.d alfo partly by reafon of the juft 
Envy of Artificers. In Jflria I have often brought 
Venus beyond the 24 {alias 38 ) degrees, fo as the 
colour of Sol could not afeend higher, and it was 
conftant in Antimony, or in the Quartal Examen; 
this indeed I ufed in all Cafes, as the other- 
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Although ancient Artifts were earneftly defirous of 
this Arcanum y and fought the fame with very great 
diligence, yet very few could after perfedt Preparati¬ 
on deduce it to its end. For the Tranfmntation of a 
Minor-Metal into a better, brings with it many diflv 
culties and hinderances; as when Tin is to betranf- 
muted into Silver, or Copper into Gold. Perhaps 
GOD will have the Magnalia of Nature hid from 
many Men, by reafon of their Sins. For fometimes 
it hath happened, that when this Tindture hath been 
prepared by Artifts, and they could not bring Proje- 
dtion to effect, that the fame (through their ncglcdt 
andcarelelfncfs in keeping of it) hath been devoured 
by Hens, whofe Feathers afterward fell offi and grew 
new again, as I my felf havefeen. This way, by a- 
bufe, through negligence of Artifts, came Transmu¬ 
tation into Medicine and Alchymy. For when they 
could notufethac Tindture accordingtotheirownde- 
fire, they converted the fame to Renovate Men, as 
you lhall hear more at large in the following Chap¬ 
ter- 


CHAP. vir. 

Of the Renovation of Men. 

S Ome of the firfl: and ancient Phylicians in E°ypt, 
by this Tindture, lived 150 years. Alfo the 
Life of many was produced and prolonged for feveral 
Ages, according as we find it clearly recorded in di= 
vers Hiftories, which feems a thing almoft incredible. 
For its Virtue is fo admirable, as it extends the 
ftrength and vigour of the Body further than is pofli- 
ble by Nature, and Conferves it in that degree fo 
firmly, as it lives fafe from all Infirmities. And al¬ 
though it be grown aged, yet it appears as in a youth¬ 
ful Conftitution. 

T herefore this Tindture is an llniverfal Medicine, 
like an invifible Fire confuming all Difeafes, howfoe- 
ver they are predominant- Its Dofe is very fmalJ, but 
.the Operation of it molt potent. With it, by me, 
the Leprofie, Venereal Lues, Dropfie, Epilepfie, 
Colick, Roly-drop, f Gutta Rofacea ] and like Di¬ 
feafes, have been cured and healed ; alfo, the Wolf, 
Cancer, Noli metangere, Fiftula’s, and other internal 
Difeafes, more certainly, than can be believed; of 
which Germany, France , Italy, Polonia , Bohemia, & c. 
will give a Testimony large enough. 

Now, thou Sophifter, behold Theophrafitts Paracel- 
fuSy and confiderhow your Apollo,Machaon, and Hip. 
pjerates , natural Phyficians, fought this Tindture for 
refilling Difeafes, becaufe all Phyficians aim at long 
Life, and by this Llniverfal, they, for the mofl part, 
obtained it, and that very efficacioufiy •, and accord¬ 
ing to their own Arbitriment, named it the Tindture 
of Naturalills. For in all Medicine, what can be 
greater, than fuch a cleanfing of the Body, by which 
every Superfluity in it, is totally eradicated, and 
tranfmuted ? The Seed being found, all things are 
perfect- What profits the evilly founded purgation 
of Sophifters, fince it removes nothing of that, which 
lhould be taken away? Wherefore the molt excel¬ 
lent Foundation of a true Phyfician is, Regeneration 
of Nature, and Reftoration of Youth: Then, that 


new Elfence, expels all whatfoever is adverfe to its 
felf. For this Regeneration, the Powers and Virtues 
of the Tindture of Naturalifts were ftrangely found 
out, and until our time ufed by true Spagyrifts, and 
abfeonded as a Secret. 


Of VITRIOL. 

IVT Ature generates a Salt, called Nitrio'. This is a 
LNl peculiar kind feparated from all other Salts, 
poflefling alfo Virtues different from them. Its Vir¬ 
tues are fo many, and fo famous, as of right they 
ought to be deferibed in this Book. For, a perfedt 
Cure of the Jaundice is latent in Vitriol, alfo of the 
Gravel and Stone in the Reins or Bladder, of all Fea- 
vers, Worms, Falling-ficknefs, o-c. And in Confti- 
pationsof the Body, it is a famous Deopilative: In 
the mean while of other Virtues in this Chapter to be 
mentioned, I here am filent. The Defcription of this 
is to be diredted both to Medicine and Alchymy. For 
in Medicine, it is an excellent Remedy • in Alchymy 
it is profitable for many other things. But the Art 
confilts in the Preparation of Vitriol for Medicine 
and Alchymy. For Vitriol crude, is no fuch thing. 
It is like Wood, of which all things may be made. 
It is profitable for Medicine of the Body; it profits al¬ 
fo in Chirurgery, or External Difeafes, asthePfora, 
Tetter, Hereditary Leprofie, and others-, where all 
other Remedies arc ineffcdtual, and as it were dead to 
the Difeafe. Vitriol aflaults Difeafes of this kind 
powerfully, and cures them fundamentally. There¬ 
fore the true Preparation of Vitriol is in a fpecial 
manner to be known by Phyficians. For its Virtues 
when crude are other, than when diflolved and 0- 
ther when calcined,than when converted into a green 
red, or white clear Oyl. This is the condition of it’ 
that as often as it is reduced into another form, fo 
often it is made a peculiar Arcanum. 

This confounds all Apothecaries, and Writers, 
both Italians and Germans. For this part is fuch as 
it alone per fe can fill a fourth part of all their Shops, 
and cure Difeafes proportionally. This being pre- 
fent, there is no need of fo many Boxes, Pots, 'oiaf- 
les, C c. fet all of a row, and difpofed in order in 
Shops. It concerns a Phyfician, not to take care for 
fo many Boxes, and Beyond-Sea Medicines, buttobe 
circumfpedt, provident, and wife as a Virgin ; fince 
in fuch numbers of Veflels adulterate Remedies are 
for the molt part contained. If he life the aforefaid 
circumfpedtion, at his own doors he will find more 
choice Remedies, againft all Difeafes, than India, 
Eaypty Barbary , or Greece can afford. 

Let every Phyfician follow this Balls, for it is now 
known even to plain Country-men, that meer Frauds 
are contained in thofe Boxes: Which, as they are for 
the molt part of Wood, fo arc they that ufe them 
Wooden Doctors and Apothecaries: But like with 
like do very well agree. 
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Of the Species of Vitriol. 

T Hcre are many Species of Vitriol? for they vary 
according to ihe Pits out of which they are ta¬ 
ken. The common Probation of this is, as Coperas 
is proved upon Iron, but this is not true. The Ge¬ 
nuine Probation is, that itbeufed crude againfl the 
Worms, in that manner as w'e will now explain ; and 
accordingly as it expels Worms? fo is it more or lefs 
excellent in Medicine. In Alchymy?another Probati¬ 
on by Cuprofity is more available •, yet it may alfo be 
thus proved. If Vitriol change Iron into Copper, and 
that fpcedily, and the fame be perfectly well grada¬ 
ted and foft under the Hammer, then is that Vitriol 
belt in Medicine and Alchymy- For there is a Con¬ 
junction of Iron and Vitriol, whereof Iron it makes 
Copper good and excellent. Of the belt Vitriol the 
belt Copper is made. Let no man wonder, that Cop¬ 
per can be made of Iron by Vitriol ■, for there is alfo 
this virtue in Nature, viz., that the Water of Borax 
makes Qiiick-filver of Lead. Alfo experience teach- 
eth, that C achy mid’s tranfmute all Metals into other, 
no otherwife than as Vitriol changeth Iron into 
Copper. Nor is Vitriol, only the tranfmuter of 
one Metal into another,but there are alfo other things? 
which have like effect upon all Metals. The reafon 
why we know not them all, is, becaufe Sophiflers 
pervert Arts for their private benefit, ufing them on= 
ly to fupply their Purfe and Kitchin. 

In Hungary is a River proceeding from Vitriol, or 
per /e confuting of Vitriol, not coagulated into Cry- 
ftals. If Iron be put therein, and left for its due 
time, it turns to a Rubigo? orRufl. If that Rult be 
melted by a Wind=Fnrnace, it is prefcntly made pure 
and conflant Copper, not convertible into its own 
Nature of Iron- There are infinite Mines of Vitriol 
found throughout Germany , all which cannot be de= 
feribed apart. Yet the aforefaid Probations are to 
be ufed both in Medicine and Alchymy. There is be- 
fides thefe another Probation (not profitable in Medi= 
cine, but in Alchymy only) and that is: If the Col- 
cothar of Vitriol do from it felf by Fire? give or 
yield Copper. If it give Copper, then in Medicine 
it is weak? butin Alchymy ltrong Vitriol. Likewife 
the Colours of Vitriol are to be obferved: That which 
is all over blue, mixed with no other Colour, is not 
fo good in Medicine, as that Vitriol, which is (as it 
were) parted, and all overfilled with red and yellow 
Lines and Veins. What in the Air inclines to white- 
nefs, is efficacious, and fit for the green and white 
Oyl of Vitriol: what turns to a rednefs and yellow- 
nefs is more excellent for the red Oyl. There needs 
no more to be faid touching the Species of Vitriol, 
than what is fuggefled by Probation; which every 
Phyfician and Alchymift fhould make, according to 
the ufe he intends it for. Laftly, this Probation is 
never fallacious. If mixed with Galls? or Oak- 
Apples, it makes good Ink? then it may be ufed in all 
Cafes: But if it maketh an aqueous? or watcrifh Ink, 
that needeth many additions, it is not fo good. 


Of the Virtues of Vitriol in Medicine : frfi t 
of it Crude , and its Colcotbar. 

I N explaining the virtues of Vitriol, I will firlfc 
fpeakof the virtues of it Crude, and of itsCol- 
cothan Therefore? know ye, Vitriol is a famous 
Purgation, in grievous and difficult Difcafes of the 
Stomach- For it fometimes happens, that the Sto¬ 
mach is diftempered by Meats and Drinks, and falls 
into a Diuturnal Difcafc, which continues unto death, 
and by depraved Meats and Drinks, it often comes to 
pafs,that the Sick are either contracted in their Mem¬ 
bers, or die. 

Alfo among Souldicrs, through Immoderation, it 
frequently happens, that burning Feavers, Dyfen- 
teries, and other Difeafes arife- In all thefe Evils, 
the higheft, and molt excellent Remedy is a Purga¬ 
tion by Vitriol, which rightly and Allegorically is 
called Gryllum. Its Dofe is as much as you can take 
up at fix times upon thepoint of a Knife. If that O- 
peratenot, repeat the fame Dofe, and if not this 
Dofc neither, give it a third time, and it will be fnf-- 
ficient. lo the Weak, give it in Wine or Watery 
but to a ltrong Man, that is not eafily Laxative, in rich 
Wine. It fo exhibited, will throughly purge upwards 
and downwards. Indeed Hellebore, both the Spur¬ 
ges, Coloquintida, &c. do fainoufly purge alfo •? yet 
not with virtues equal to Vitriol. The Reafon of 
this is, bccaufe in V itriol is a certain fowrenefs, which 
hath a conjoined Sharpncfs, Acrimony, and Dcter- 
fion by which faline fowrenefs the Operation ob¬ 
tains a full and perfect power, which neither Helle¬ 
bore, nor Coloquintida, &c. hath- For the Nature? 
or way of Purgation is here two-fold : One purgeth 
per fe, the other by Saltncfs. Therefore here the two 
virtues are better than the only one in Hellebore. In 
Saltnefs a Spccifick Form is latent? and that of fuch a 
Nature, as all Worms touched by it die. And that 
is a lingular power? which deltroys Worms, being 
whatnone of the aforefaid doth. Therefore it is c- 
vident to every one, that a Purgation, which hath in 
it felf fowrenefs and faltnefs, together with a Laxa¬ 
tive virtue, doth in a double way and manner exqui- 
fitcly clcanfe?cvacuatc and purge. Wherefore, for In¬ 
ternal Difeafes, it is twice more noble, and more ex¬ 
cellent than other Purgations. But.becaufc I intend 
at large to declare to yon the Nature of Vitriol, 
there is no need I fhould alfo explain thofe Internal 
Difeafes: Yet in general 1 fay, that a Purgation of 
this kind in all Vices of the Stomach, in the Falling- 
Evil and Vermination? is molt profitable and moll 
fafe, if it be ufed according tothc condition of time, 
Difeafc, Perfon? &c. 

Touching Colcothar you arc to know, that it is not 
inwardly to be taken, but only to be applyed in Chi= 
rurgick Difeafes? viz. in putrid Ulcers, which admit 
not of Sanation: For in thefe it difeovers the way to 
pcrfeCt healing. Yet there are many Ciiirurgick Di¬ 
feafes, as Grievous? Malignant? Worfe and Worfl. 
Againfl the Worfe and Worfl, Colcothar is not con- 
ducent? yet is effectual againfl thofe, which confifl in 
thefirfl degree-, and therefore to be applied to them. 
For the Worfe and Worfl of all, its Oyl is to be ufed 
according to the degree of the evil, and of the Oyl. 
All Ulcers of this kind, how many foever they be, are 
cured by Vitriol; but according to the degree,the ufc 
of it is, that it be reduced to good Colcothar, which 
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mull: be certain times extingnilh’d in Vinegar; and the Epilepfie muft have a fubdlc, ffiarp, and penetra- 
being dry, be fprinklcd on, or permixed with fame ble Spirit 


Plafter, which by the Phyfician fhall be judged apt 
and fit for that evil. So it makes an Efcar, which ta= 
ken off by Fatnefs, a good and cafie Cure follows. But 
the Evil, which is not obedient to this Cure, of it 
you fhall thus judgc> viz. that there is yet more ve= 
nom latent, which mult thenceforth be fearched out 
with Oylsappiied •, becaufe the Bafis of the Ulcer 
cannot (efficiently be amended with Colcothar for an 
intirc Sanation- If crude Vitriol be dilfolved iu Vi¬ 
negar, and the Solution thickened with Colcothar into 
a Powder, and foapplied, it foon cleanfcth the bot¬ 
tom of the Ulcer much more potently, than of Col¬ 
cothar is faid. But the belt way'of reducing it to 
Colcothar, is to extraCt the water thereof, and therc= 
with to imbibe the Caput nwrtnitm, until it be confu- 
med, afterwards to dry it leifurcly in the Air. If 
this be ufed, it induceth a better bottom in Ulcers. 
But whatever you do, mind the degree of Ulcers, 
Tetters, &c. Whatfoevcr of thefe is not cured, fet- 
nbcut the Cure of, with itsfeparated Oyl and Water 
of which afterwards. 

Although Colcothar anfwer not the defined end, 
yet by reafon of that the Cure mult not be defpaircd 
of, but you mult think of correcting it in diltilling. 
For by Preparation the Medicine is brought to the 
higheft degree, fo as it even cures all Ulcerous Af- 
fefts, as the Wolf, Cancer, and the like. Thefe 
arc explained more at large where w r e fpeak of the 
Preparation of them. 


Of the Water of Vitriol in Chirurgick , and In¬ 
ternal Difeafes. 


A Lchymy difeovers many excellent Arts to Phylh 
cians; by which, wonderful Sanations of ma¬ 
ny Difeafes are made. For this caufe in the beginning 
of Medicine, Phyiicians always ufed Alchymy be¬ 
caufe this was the Mother and Genetrcfs of many 
Commodities. Thefe two Faculties, [viz.. Medicine 
and Alchymy! as Sociates fo long kept together, as 
until Deceivers and Humorift Sophifters arofe, who 
mixed Venom with Medicine, and made her a Strum¬ 
pet. Such Medicine as this, will always remain, as 
long as Humorifts live. Thefe things 1 thought good 
to premonilh you of, that henceforth you may give 
the more diligent heed to this head Chapter, by rea¬ 
fon of its famous Medicinal Utility. 

But this is always to be premifed, viz.. That as of¬ 
ten as unskilful Men take in hand any Art, fooften do 
they every way defile and corrupt it, and of a Pearl 
make a flunking Puddle. The very fame is alfo com¬ 
mitted in Vitriol. At firft, the Spirit from Vitriol 
extracted, was wont to be gradated to the higheft. 
By this exalted, the Ancients did perfectly cure the 
Falling-Evil, whether Recent or Inveterate, both in 
Men and Women, of what Condition foever they 
were. But here unskilful Laborators rufhing in, at¬ 
tempted otherwife to reduce the Virtues of Vitriol, 
and thus failing of the firlt way and Arcanum, they 
fuffered that to expire, -and then fought an Oyl in the 
Colcothar, which could not any way be made to that 
end, or have fuch a life. For what is to take away 


In that confilts a faculty of piercing through the 
whole Body, and of leaving no one thing untouched 
therein. And by that pervafion, or penetration, the 
Difeafe is afiaulted in its own place. For it cannot be 
known certainly and indubitably, whence comes the 
Scat, or Centre, or Period thereof. Hence we con¬ 
clude, that a Phyfician hath only need of fuch Reme¬ 
dies, as can penetrate the whole Body. This is the 
Reafon, why fordid Humorifts heal none, but pro- 
ftitutc all their Doftrinc and Profcllion. Therefore, 
I pofitively affirm, that in the Oyl, which thofc La¬ 
borators feck, is no penetrating Spirit. AmcerTer- 
reftreity (as 1 may call it) is by them ufed, which pc= 
netrates not at all, but where it falls there it lies. 
Wherefore it is greatly to be bewailed, that the true 
Proccfs is fupprelfed by thatunskilfulnefs, and a falfe 
fubfticutcd in its Head. But I am perfwaded, the 
Devil contrived that, to the end the Sick Ihould not 
be cured, and the SsCt of Humorifts might thence¬ 
forth fpread the more. 

Let us return to the beginning; how the Spirit of 
Vitriol was found out. The Humid Spirit of Vi¬ 
triol was at firlt diftilled from its Colcothar-, then it 
was gradated, by diftilling and circulating per fe, as 
the Proccfs teachcth. This way the Water began to 
be ufed for many Difeafes, both Internal and Exter¬ 
nal, as for the Falling-ficknefs, &c. and thus a mar¬ 
vellous Sanation was effected. But in the extraction 
they were wonderful diligent; for they took the Spi¬ 
rit of Vitriol corrected, as above, and diftilled it 
from Colcothar eight or ten times, with a moft ftrong 
fire ; fo the dry Spirits were mixed with the Humid 
Spirits, and the Work fo long continued, as until the 
dry Spirits came forth together with the Humid, by 
extracting. Afterward, both Spirits put into a Phial 
were gradated to the higheft. This Medicine they 
found to be of much more powerful Operation againlt 
Difeafes, and by that Medicament effected fo much, 
as they confounded all Humorifts in General. Yet 
here is no Correction added to it (by Artifts) by Spi¬ 
rit of Wine, to render it of greater Penetration. 
But it was of no greater degree, than as I 
Ihewed. 

Now I will Communicate to you my Procefs, which 
I commend to all Phyiicians, efpecially for Cure of 
the Falling-Evil, the lingular Cure of which, confifts 
in Vitriol. For which caufe, Charity toour Neigh¬ 
bour binds us to inftitute a more diligent Cure in this 
Difeafe. The Procefs is thus. 

1 imbibe the Vitriol with Spirit of Wine, and af¬ 
terward diftil it from the dry and humid Spirits:This 
being done, I find the following Addition to be very 
profitable, viz.. If Spirit of Tartar, corrected, be 
mixed to a third pare of the Vitriol-, and Spirit of 
Treacle-water Camphoratc, be added in a fifth part, 
with refpeCt of the Vitriolate Spirits. Thus I admi- 
nifter it, before the afl'ault of the Fit, or certain 
times in a day. This Medicine is famoully effica¬ 
cious againft this Difeafe ; yea, fo excellent, as a bet¬ 
ter cannot be defired from Nature- 

Therefore, the firlt Procefs invented by the Anci¬ 
ents, is to be retained with the faid CorreClion, viz.. 
by imbibing with Spirit of Wine before diftillation, 
and by adding the Spirits of Tartar and Treacle-wa¬ 
ter after diftillation, as is faid- For fo isattained the 
Heart of Nature, and every Virtue. 
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I hope 1 (hall not be blamed, but commended rather 
by every good Man, thatconfidersthe horridnefs of 
this Difeafe, which would even move a ftone to Com* 
miferation. ’ Since fo great is the vehemency and hor¬ 
rid nefs of this Difeafe, as almoft any Man may law¬ 
fully fay, Curfed be all Phyficians, who palling by 
fucli Sick, yield them no relief, but like the Pfieft 
and Lcvitc in Jericho , who forfaking the wounded 
man, left him to be cured by the Samaritan. 1 pray 
here give your judgment, what Condemnation were 
that Prieft and Levite worthy of) who palling by the 
diftrcfl'ed,y?0/>/>e^ their Nofe , as theProverb is ; furely 
they were worthy of Hell Fire, from which is no Re* 


UCiHULiun. r . 

And who can judge any other of all Phylicians, 
none excepted, that look upon this Difeafe, and yet 
pafs by with their Nofe ftopt ? Who can other- 
wile fay, than that they mult render an account 
of it at the laft day ? Notwithftanding, all thefe 
men are generally fo difpofed) as they will not wag 
their hand, or bellow one penny, for acquiring a more 
certain Foundation for the cure of this Difeafe. Did 
they not, as it were, by com pad imitate Prtefts and 
Lcvites, but would rather ftudy to imitate the .Samar 
ritatt, GOD certainly would recompenfc their fide¬ 
lity with a manifeftation of the Secrets of Nature, 
with which they might be helpful to the Sick - 
And if fuch Virtues were not incited in Nature, 
the Almighty would undoubtedly create them anew. 
Therefore 1 teftifie, together with you noble .and ig¬ 
noble men, that all Doctors generally have bafely 
erred and deviated from the Truth. Whatfoever 
thofe Seducers, Galen, Avicen, &c. foolilhly devifed, 
to that they adhere, and relie upon thofe Lyes, fo 
far are they polTefled with the Devil, that they 
cannot exercile Charity towards their Neighbours; 
and in this manner they make themfelves the Sons of 
Damnation ; for their only ftudy and drift is to 
heap up Wealth. The Kingdom of GOD is fit ft 
of all to be fought, yet not after the faffiion of the 
Pricfi and Levitc , but according to the Samaritan 
nature- If we be merciful, and follow the exam¬ 
ple of the Samaritan, GOD is with US, who will pre* 
fently help us with a Remedy not yet created in 
Nature. In the mean while, fince Phyficians deal 
with the Sick Levitically and Prieft- like, the molt 
Wife GOD withholds Medicine, and referves it to 
himfelf- The Sick flie to the Kingdom of GOD, 
but Phyficians to the Infernal Abyfs, prepared for 
Levitical DoCtors of the fame fort* Therefore 


open your eyes and look, the way is two-fold, one 
leads to infernal (hades, this the Levins follow; the 
other way leads to Heaven, unto which the Samari¬ 
tan directs his Feet. 

That Vitriolate Arcanum , and its extraction, is 
not only excellent in the Falling Evil , but is alfo 
condncent in other fpecies like unto it, as in Sveoun * 
tags, Ext apes , &c. Alfo it is after the fame manner 
beneficial in all Oppilations and inward Impoft- 
humes, and is no lefs efficacious in precipitation 
and fuflocation of the Matrix. Yet in it are many 
more Virtues acquirable than are here commemora¬ 
ted, if greater diligence in inquiring be bellowed 
thereabout, and Phyficians themfelves would be better 
men. But the Devil, whom they ferve, poflefleth 
them, and ftirs them up to the hating of Him who 
loves Verity. Even thus things are aClcd about the 
Health of Good Men. 


It is further to be known, that the aforefaid Re* 
ceipts of the preparation of the humid fpirit of 
Vitriol cannot more clearly be deferibed ; for to 
underftand that, a fufficient Artift is required ; thofe 
fordid Decoders cannot underftand a thing of fo 
great moment- Therefore you are only to expeCt 
all-fufficient Information from true Artifts , and Al- 
chy >mft uft Labor at or s-^ fo alfo by them you mull be 
fully inftrtided about the correction of fpirit of 
Wine. For the Doctors of Academics are lo very 
rude, as they canfcarcely difeern-^dw^and Man-, 
na. Yet this kind of Alfes are created Doctors. 
You have Treacle-Water contained in my practice, 
in the Chapter of the Cure of the Falling-Evil ■, 
what others there arc of this kind, are not here to 
be recited. By this Chapter you may learn. That 
the Art and all Virtue of Vitriol, confifts in well- 
extracting the Spirit,and graduating it to the height, 
and by addition deducing it to Penetration, where¬ 
by it may fearch out the center, root, and feed of 
the Difeafe. For ’tis impofiible fo exquilitely to find 
the places, as thofe Doctors babble of Humours. 
Certainly, the Foundation is not yet known, as what 
it is that makes a Difeafe, or where that lies, or 
what that is, which calls a man into fo grievous a 
Fit. Therefore every Operation is only to be com* 
mitted to that Arcanum , which Nature hath direct¬ 
ed to the Difeafe; that Arcanum fcarcheth out his 
Difeafe, as the Sun penetrates all the Angles of the 
World. Briefly, I fay, whofoever endeavours to be 
a true Phylician, ought firft of all to learn to be a 
Samaritan t not a Prieft or Levite. If he be a Sama¬ 
ritan, all things he hath need of will be given him; 
nothing will be occult to, or hidden from him- But 
to him who will firft be a Prieft or Levite , nothing 
will be given, unlcfs it be Infidelity,which he alfo had 
before. Thus arc fuch men paid in their own 
Coin. 


Of the Reft Oil of Vitriol. 


'YOU are alfo to underftand, how of the Colcothar 
*■ by a Retortivc Dcftillation, in a Chymical man¬ 
ner, a blood-like and moft fowre Oil may be pre¬ 
pared. This Oil Laborators have judged more effi¬ 
cacious in the aforefaid Difeafcs than the Spirit, 
but that their judgment was erroneous. The vul¬ 
gar Procefs of preparing it I think not to menti¬ 
on here ; for every thing of moment is cited in 
manual Operation and diligent InfpeCtion, alfo in 
convenient Inftrumcnts. . As touching the Virtues 
you are firft to underftand, that it is a fowre thing, 
fo far exceeding all fowrcnels, as nothing than it 
is more fowre- It likewife contains a corrofive 
nature, for which caufc it had need be ufed cir* 
cumfpeCtly and warily, viz., not perfe, but in a good 
Concordancy and fuitable mixture, with refpeCt to 
that againft which it is exhibited. We will explain 
this by Example : The Viper is a Serpent moil 
venomous, therefore of no ufc alone, but in Com- 
polition it is moft excellently ufeful; forofitTrea- 
clC is made. The very fame is alfo to be judged 
of this Oil, viz.. That it is not to be ufed alone, 
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but in a Compofition fuitable and fit, as of Trea¬ 
cle we have faid- By reafon of its fowrnefs > it 
profits a Stomach free from Choier and an Im- 
pofthumc; but if either an Impofthume or Choier 
be prefent, it is manifeft by Experience, that it hath 
no good eftert. For the Impofthume is inraged by- 
it, and exafperated by fuch fowrnefs, palfeth into 
an unquiet matter. And if Choier be prefent, a 
mutual Ebullition and Strife is caufed, no other- 
wife than as is feen between Aqua-fort is and Tar¬ 
tar, neither of which can remain or perfift with 
the other- Therefore diligently and circnmfpert' 
Jy confider, left you erre to the damage of'the Sick• 
In Compofition this Oil is profitable forother Afferts, 
as in all Fevers and want of Appetite, if given in the 
aforefaid manner, viz., in a good concordancy. There 
are many other Virtues faid'to be in this Oil, but Ex¬ 
perience confirms few of them. I have feen and pro¬ 
ved thofe to be egregious Lyars, who have boafted, 
that they could do Wonders with this Oil. It is true, 
it is ufcful in the Stone and Gravel , yet I have known 
no man cured by it- In all it doth fomething, but not 
to purpofe : Yet in my Prartice, in the Chapter of the 
Cure of Gravel, you ffiall find a Compofition thereof, 
for this and other difeafes. But as I faid of the Cor- 
rofion of this Oil, ufed by it felf, fo I do alfo affirm, 
that the fame Corrofion hath power ofdiminiffiing or 
breaking the Stone, and expelling Gravel-, yet that is 
done with fo great difficulty, as there is need of fome 
other Invention, than hath hitherto been prartifed ; 
for otherwife it may not fafely be ufed. As much as 
any man hath gained by Experience, fo much I allow 
of. This Medicine is new ; wherefore it daily ought 
to be proved anew, and as oft as need is permixed 
with new Compofitions- 

But as to Chirurgery, of this Oil you are to note, 
It doth indeed excite great dolours, yet it inferrspre- 
fent Health, even in the moil difficult difeafes- For 
in the Hereditary Scab of the Head, called Achores , 
it is fo effectual, as it takes the fame offin one whole 
piece, as a Man pulls off an Helmet from his Head- 
With thisOil the whole Head is to be anointed with 
a Feather, where it is hairy, for 3 daies continually ; 
then expert its Operation. If you fee it not Effici¬ 
ent, anoint it more often, according as the Scab (hall 
be. The fame Oil may alfo be co-tempered and 
mixed with Water of Selandine, and the Head often 
waffied therewith. Yet he who would be healed, 
mult not think that his Cure can be efferted without 
dolour ; for the condition of the Sick is the fame as 
of a pregnant Woman, which brings not forth ‘with¬ 
out exceeding great pain. So Meat, without pain, 
cannot be prepared for us; with dolour and lweat 
alfo we are freed from difeafes- This way all Tetters , 
Scabs , and Itcb y together with all other Vices of the 
skin, howfoever ariling, are healed; and likewifethe 
depraved Tentieo , by anointing herewith, is cured, 
and the Wolf and Cancer expelled and mortified ; yet 
in this cafe you mult diligently obferve, if the Evil be 
very forcible (thatthe Venom fo deeply penetrate, as 
the quick and found fleffi be in fuccefs of time like to 
be eaten away and fall off) to apply a good Oppodclocb 
foradefenfive- 

But in whatfoevereftiomenous Ulcers,other Reme- 
dys bedeficient,thisMedicine yields relief, by reafon of 
the degree it holds-It will not be improper to mix this 
Oil with fome fat Unguent, and fo apply it. This 
way it will caufe lefs pain, but it is not fo fwift in ope¬ 
rating : Dolour can by no means be avoided, no more 


than a Woman in Travel can be delivered with¬ 
out pains. The beft, and moft fublime way of pre¬ 
paring this Oil, is to dcftil it into fpirit; fo a 
very lmall weight will be Efficient in all the a- 
forefaid difeafes, which are then removed with little 
trouble. 

Thefe things I have found out by experience of the 
Red Oil of Vitriol, which in grievous difeafes is an 
excellent and famous Medicine; for fetid and con¬ 
tagious difeafes of this kind, as are the Scab, Itch , 
'letter j Acbores, and other like Afferts, which are of 
affinity to the Leprofc, may be cured by this great 
Gift of Nature, which is here offered to thePhyfb 
cian, by which he may effertually cleanfe and heal 
difeafed men- There is not an abundance of Reme¬ 
dies of this kind, therefore I will carefully preferve 
thisOil, etc. for all other Cortures are nothing 
worth, nor do they remove thefe loathfome difeafes, 
but with their fatnefs do caufe them to be reincruda- 
ted and encreafed. 


Of the White and Green Oil of Vitriol. 


I T is worthy of confideration, that from crude Vi* 
triol an Oil is deftilled by defeent, fometimes 
white, and fometimes green, according to the con¬ 
dition of the Vitriol. This Oil deferves a lingular 
commendation ; for lincc it is prepared of crude Vi¬ 
triol, therefore it alfo contains the fpirit of the fame 
touching which I have above treated- This Oik 
made by defeent, demonftrates by thofe its Virtues 
that it is an excellent and admirable Remedy for the 
before-mentioned internal difeafes- The fame Oil 
whether it be white or green, (but the green is better) 
ifcirculated and mixed with the above=commemora- 
ted fpirit of Vitriol, is a certain and indubitate Re¬ 
medy againft the Falling-Evil, and all its fpecies. But 
it is worthy your obfervation, that this difeafe is feb 
dome fo folitary, as not to have other Evils concur¬ 
rent with it. Indeed, that fuch a concurrency is, 
is evidently manifeft by all difeafes. Hence it is now 
clear, that a Remedy againft the principal Evil is 
not Efficient, but Secrets againft concurrent fym- 
pcomsare alfo required. For this caufe in my Pra- 
rtife I have defigned a peculiar Chapter of the Fal¬ 
ling-Evil, not for the principal Remedy fake, which 
in this place is Efficiently deEribed, but only for 
the underftanding of thofe things , which concurr 
together with the firft Affert. Ifother Accidents do 
not concurr together with the firft Affert, there is 
no need of exhibiting other Medicaments than the 
principal, which is Efficient. Therefore, touching 
the green Oil, thus do ye : Graduate it tothc higheft, 
that it may be feparated from its terreftreity and 
feces, in Balneo firft, afterward in dry Fire. So in 
Balnto the phlegm is taken away, and the terreftreity 
removed by dry Fire, and the fpirit of the Oil only is 
collerted, which in it felf is circulated. Afterward 
you may make addition with fpirit ofWine, but there 
is no need of adding more, if it be only to be ufed 
as a Primary Remedy,without Medication of coherent 
difeafes. 
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It is to be given in Water of Pceony, alwaies before 
the coining of the Fit, whether it be frequent or fel- 
doine, &c. Therefore mind the Paroxifms. As foon 
as the fpirit of the Oil finds out the center of the di- 
feafe, then the Fit is pacified, and thenceforth waxeth 
more and more gentle. But when it cxercifeth a po¬ 
wer of Healing, it firft of all excites a Etrrtigo fcnfible 
to the Sick, who notwithftanding do not fall nor 
foam, nor are fhaken, or quake, nor deprived of 
reafon, but are feized with a gentle fleep, and are 
much better prefently. At length the Femgo alfo cea- 
feth,and the fleep is ended ; yet in the mean while 
the Medicine mult continually be applied,feveral times 
reiterated, according to the condition oftheDifcale 
and Patient. This way the Cure is to be followed,and 
all things diligently adminiflred. This belongs not 
to a drunken Phyfician, or Dottor Levite. 


Of the Vitriolate Oyl to le ufed in Alchymy, 
and alfo of the Crude. 


N Ow to fpeak of the Alchymillick Virtues ab- 
fconded in Vitriol: I will firlt propofe to you 
the Virtues of Crude Vitriol: How every Crude Vi¬ 
triol of Iron makes Copper. For the Alchymift 
doth not this, but Nature, or Vitriol, by the Ope¬ 
ration of the Alchymift perforins the fame. And this 
is the fublime power of Nature. And in the light of 
Nature it is done, but not without admiration-, 
to fee any Metal, as it were put off it felf, and be¬ 
come another ; which is almoft, as if of a Man, a 
Woman fhould be made. But in thefe things Nature 
hath her lingular Privilege granted by G O D, for 
the fake of Man. 1 fpeak this of Tranfmutation, 
that you may underftand, that the toolifh Philofo- 
pher yin (lorlc, was not well grounded in his Philofophy, 
but was mcerly fatuate- Now I will give you the 
Receipt, that you may know how, in all places of Ger¬ 
many, to make Copper of Iron; whence we may ea- 
fily gather, what the power of Tranfmutation is, and 
that many other Tranfmutations may be made ; al¬ 
though they as yet be unknown to Us. 

To change Iron into Copper is not of fo great mo¬ 
ment, as to turn Iron into Gold. Therefore, what 
isleafl, GOD manifelts, but the greater is yet hid, 
until the Elias of Sciences fhallcome : For Arts alfo, 
want not their Elias. The Receipt of this Tranfmu- 
tation is thus. 

R. Of the Scales, or Filings of Iron fwithout all 
other Metals, as Copper, Tin, c re.) tb j. Quick--fil- 
ver, ft ft. Put both into a large Iron Pan, or Pot, and 
pour on them one Meafure of Vinegar, and of V 7 itriol 
5 ilij. Sall-Armoniack, %j. fs. Boil them together, 
and continually ftir them well with a Wooden Spatula. 
If the Vinegar vapour away, pour on more, and add 
new Vitriol. 

By this Decoftion, Iron is changed into Copper : If 
it be made Copper, it all paffeth into the Quick- 
filver, the boiling being continued for ten or twelve 
hours. After the Cofture is ended, feparate the 
Quick-filver from the Iron fas much of it as is left J 
and well wafli it, that it may be clean. Putthat Quick- 
filverintoa Bag made of Leather or Cotton,and prefs 


it out; fo you will fee an Amalgama left. Suffer that 
Amalgama toexpire by Vulcanick Heat, and you will 
find pure and good Copper. Of this Copper, R. ~fs. 
of Silver as much, make them flow, or melt them to¬ 
gether, and theSilver will prefently afeend to the fix- 
teenthdegree. This way you may prove, that fuch 
Copper is made of Iron: But that the degrees are fixed, 
is not true. Yet he, who in Regal Cement is able well 
to operate, may thence receive a fufficient Recom- 
pence for his pains. The whole bufinefs confiftsin 
the Operation, and in Judicious labouring: Yet in 
thismoft men erre. Ncverthelcfs, by the aforefaid 
Procefs, you may always make Copper of Iron. I fo 
often inculcate this, only to confirm the tranfmutati¬ 
on of one into another. 

Alfo of Vitriol fuch is the Nature, as if the Col- 
cothar thereof be calcined, it with cafie liquefadion 
is turned into Copper. For in it is a wonderful Cop¬ 
pery Nature, and in Copper alfo a Nature of great- 
eft Affinity to Vitriol. If Copper be diflolved in A- 
cjimfortis , and Cryftallizcd, it makes every Copper 
Vitriol, and it is no more Copper: So alfo of Vitriol, 
Copper is made; and that is no more Vitriol. There¬ 
fore the Reafon of fuch Affinity in Vitriol and Cop¬ 
per is very ftrange. What is Cuprous or of Copper, 
makes good Vitriol. So Verdigreafc, which is good 
and highly gradated, gives a Saphyrick Vitriol. 

Although it may feem ridiculous for 11s to difeourfe 
of thefe things; yet it cannot be deny’d, that in Vi¬ 
triol a Tindurc is latent, which is of greater efficacy 
than many can believe- Blcflcd is he that underftands 
this- But touching the Oil of Vitriol, further note. 
If the Oil of Quick-lilver, and this Oil be conjoined, 
and 1b coagulated in their Procefs, a Saphire of won¬ 
derful Nature and Condition is produced: Not indeed 
a Saphire ftone, but like unto it, of an admirable Tin¬ 
cture ; of this! w'ill fay no more- Hence it is evi¬ 
dent, that ftupendious, and to be admir’d Arcamms 
are treafured up in Nature, and in many other things 
created by GOD, and produced by Nature. Now, 
it w'ould be more commendable for us to fcarch out 
thefe things with an indefatigable labour and ftudy, 
than to confume our days in Luxury, Drunkenncfs, 
Whoredom, e re. But at this time, Lafcivious 
Whoremongers, arc in greateft Honour, and fo are 
like to be, until with thefe Vices one third part of 
Men be fuflbcated, and another third part deftroyed 
by Pcftilcnce; fo as one part of the World, will 
fcarcely remain untainted, or unconfumed. For with 
this abomination the World cannot long endure, nor 
good Arts flourifh. Therefore, of neceffity thefe e- 
vil Courfcs muft be annihilated and cut off', otherwife 
no good can have place. But when this evil time is 
expired, the Golden age ffiall flouriffi; that is, Man 
at length fhall ufe his own Underftanding, and live as 
a Man, not as a Brute, noraft as a Swine, or lie in 
the Caves of Murtherers or Robbers. 

Therefore, fince I have communicated to you thefe 
things of Vitriol, out of my good affeftion to all; I 
do earneftly entreat all Phyficians in general, when 
they fliall fee the unhappy and miferable lick fo affii- 
fted with thatmoft grievousDifeafe the Falling-Evil, 
ferioufly toconfider, what G O D the Creator, their 
own Confciences, and Charity to their Neighbour, 
command and require of them in fuch a deplorable 
State as this; and not contemn, or Rightly efteem of 
the Virtues, which by GOD hinifelf are infited in 
Vitriol. Let Charity move you night and day to be 
diligent in thefe things: Let none be found idle, but 
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every one make it his bufinefs to help his needy 
Neighbour: But be not you deterred herefrom, be¬ 
cause Lawyers do not this. Hear what Chrift faid : 
Woe to you Lawyers. Surely this is not a light Saying. 
Nor take you any offence at Theologians , bccaufe they 
rather feek Rewards and Salaries, than take care for 
the fick: Thefe are they, which in Jericho palled by- 
Be ye Samaritans, and prefs after the Samaritan Vir¬ 


tue : So GOD will confcrr on you fuch profound and. 
neceflary Gifts, as in curing the fick you (hall be fen= 
fibleof no Deficiency. All things you have need of 
(hall be given you, do you only fcarch out this Trea- 
furc. 

Thus far V.iracelfts. 




KB) 


An Admonition. 


A Lthough all things wc have in the foregoing 
Difcourfepropofed, touching our Sal Mira- 
bile , be confentaneous to Verity ; and the 
Vircues, which we have aferibed to it in 
Medicine, Alchymy, and various Arts, do powerful- 
ly difeover thenifelves, yet wc find very much diver- 
fity in it, according to the diverfity of matter, of 
which it is made. For, that which is prepared of 
Vitriol, is of a far other Nature, and endowed with 
far other Properties, than that, which is made of 
Salt-Nitre. And what is made of common Salt, a- 
grees with neither of thefe For one pollcfleth a 
greater fharpnefs than another 9 yea, this more than 
that, difiolvcs Metals. The more potent, are fit for 
Tranfmutation and Solution of Metals 9 the more 
weak fubfervient to Medicine9 the weakelt, and molt 
fiveet, profitable for multiplication and propagation 
of Vegetables. 

Thefe things, he who would reap the defired Fruits 
of his Labours, ought neccfiarily to know, and con- 
fider accurately of. For if any one, in hopes of 
future Multiplication, committed to the Earth the 
Seeds of Vegetables imbibed with the ltronger Salt, 
he will indeed never obtain his defired end, nor will 
the Earth give forth any Plants, becaufe fuch lharp 
Salts do rather deltroy, than augment Vegetables. 
In like manner, Metals are delighted with a conve¬ 
nient Salt, viz., with the more (harp, as Vegetables 
are with the more fivect. Therefore, when we find 
our labour to be fruitrated, we mult not impute that 
to the Sal Mir.ilnle, but to our own Unskilful- 
nefs. 

Indeed thele Salts are endowed with far more no¬ 
ble Virtues.than we mentioned in the precedent 
Difcourfe 9 but the high Ingratitude of Men of this 
Age, permit us not to difeover the fame. For if 
you communicate your Secrets to thofe Men, from 
whom you cannot require a promife of Secrecy 9 be 
allured, the knowledge of thofe Secrets will pre- 
fently come to others,- who will proudly ufe the fame 
to thy Difparagement. 

If you do the contrary, and keep to your felf, 
vvhatfocver you have purchafcd by your own La¬ 
bour and Colls 9 you will create Enmities to your 
felf- So as which way foever you take, you will fu= 
llain lofs. 

The Confideration of thefe things, have caufcd 
me to refolve to expofe my Laboratory, with all 


my Arcanums, to the view of others. The end of 
this only was to exhibit to the fight of all, the truth 
of rhofe things, which I have purchafed with indefa¬ 
tigable Labour, and communicated to the World by 
writing 9 that this way, the Mouths of the Malevolent 
and Ignorant may be flopped. 

I could, if it were needful, give various other 
Reafons, by which I was moved to make my Labora¬ 
tory common to thofe that defired it. 

Now the year is pall, in which I promifed in my 
fourth part of the Frofperity of Germany, I would 
build a Laboratory, and exhibit the Wonders of 
GOD to my Friends. I then publickly and privately 
dcrnonllrated various moll excellent Inventions, not 
without labour and very great Charges, all which I 
value not, fince l know, that by this means 1 have 
difeovered the Truth to many, which they alfo will 
publickly own to the honour of the moll high GOD, 
and Corre&ion of envious Dctraders- 

I did purpofc alfo, in the following year, to con¬ 
tinue my Labours for the fake of faithful Friends, 
but (befidcs other hindcrances) my Age prevented 
that, Ncverthelefs, thofe, to whom I have commit¬ 
ted my Laboratory, will perform the fame, and exhi¬ 
bit a Light to this blind World. This I was willing 
to fignifie to all, that they may for the future ceafe to 
trouble me with Letters. 

But whillt I exhibit the Virtues of my Sat Mirable, 
and to it (prepared in Glafles after the above recited 
manner ) aferibe the virtue of changing imperfect 
Metals into Silver and Gold, I would not have this 
matter fo underllood, asif we could by the help of 
it acquire to our fclves Gold in a very great quantity, 
it is fufficient to have demonltrated the poflibility (of 
Tranfmutation) and the fame to be proved by a fmall 
quantity. 

It is moll certain, that very many Afcdicaments 
may be prepared, by the help of it, againll various 
eftedsof the Humane Body. Alfo it is moll certain, 
that it is very conduccnt for a particular gradation of 
the Minor Metals into better. Believe me, that have 
experienced the fame 9 if you rightly proceed, you 
will reap no mean Fruits. 

But touching the true Univerfal, I do qucflion.' 1 
whether by the help of it, it may be procured. Af- 
furedly, if common Gold, as to its degree, can 1 0 
changed above what is Natural, Why fiiould ir! ; 
judged impollible, to exalt it further, in length o' 
Q.fi q time l 
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time ? My dccrepid Age forbids me to put my hand 
to this Work; yet to Pofterity (better able than I to 
fuftain theheat of lire,) occafion is given, by Pray¬ 
ers and Labour to fearch further y perhaps, GOD 
will grant to them, what he hath denied to 
us. 

This Operation, by which we peculiarly draw 
profit from the Minor Metals, cannot be performed 
in common Crucibles* as we before faid •, becaufe they 
are obnoxious to breaking, and fo the Liquors are ea- 
lily loft ^ but in fuch as will not cafily break, unlefs 
after a longtime, and will not permit the humid Salt 
to run out. Here it will be needful to pernfe thofe 
things (relating to this matter) which I mentioned 
in the Third and Fourth Parts of the Profperity of 
Germany. 

To prepare thefe Cruciblesis a great Work, grea: 
ter to make fome Pounds of Salt, or rightly to 
ufe the fame ; but greateft of all, (and in which the 
fumm of all confifts) to know what Metals are to 
be joined, or in what quantity. Here many will 
have enough todo, and beat a lofs, although they en¬ 
joy my Secret Furnace, and know how to make the 
Salt of Art in abundance. 

Befides all thefe, we mult needs crack the hard 
Nut, if we will eat the fweet Kernel. It is res 
quired of us to know an eafie way of feparating 
Gold or Silver from fixed Metals; for fuch a Me- 
tallick Mafs, altogether untanieable, cannot be fepa- 
ratedby the help of Lead, ptr fe , as DuCtile Metals-, 
but here is need of another Separation j which is the 
principal thing. 

Nor Ihould any Man perfwade himfelf, that all 
things arc here fo clearly written by us, as he can by 
their literal fence moft eafily inftitute the Operation. 
For there is need of a long time, and a skilful Ma= 
iter. It would be a very inconfiderate thing to 
fet about thofe things, of which we have no know¬ 
ledge. 
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Although this is my Admonition, here often re¬ 
peated, yet there will be fome, who neglecting it, 
will fet about the faid Operation, and perhaps find 
out various profitable things; In like manner, 
there will be various found, who following my Pre- 
feripts, will reap much benefit from the Minor Me¬ 
tals. 

Who can deny, but that Mary Ranta, a Brittain 7 
hath Prophelied truly, viz. That true Alchymy 
fiiould flourilh in the Year of Chrift, i 6 6 o? 

I my felf have not feen this Prediction, but have 
it from the Relation of others, whereunto I res 
fer the Reader. And add, that if fuch a Predis 
Ction were not, daily Experience doth abundantly 
witnefs, that egregious things are here and there 
performed in Metallicks, by help of my Sal-Mir a - 
bile. And there is no doubt, but that all Darknefs 
willdaiiy more and more be diflipated by the power 
of this Light. 

I have unto fome communicated the ufe of this 
Light for their proper benefit; but thefe, contrary 
to my Intention, have caufed what I thought to 
have kept lecret, to be fpread abroad in publick 
and many have bit on the right way leading to 
Verity. If this be done without my knowledge, 
what would not have been done, if my Laboratory- 
had been open for a year longer ? Certainly the 
World would have fhewed it felf other than it is, and 
altogether new ^ which' the new and great Star ex'* 
tending it felf from the South to the Weft, feemsto 
indicate. 

Let the moft high GOD grant what are ne-, 
cefiary, and falutary for us, turn the Ungodly into 
the right way, and give to his own Children, Reft 
and Peace, that his moft Holy Name and Truth aH 
ways to be magnified, may not be totally fupprelfed 
by the Impious. Amen. 
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ANNOTATIONS 
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Upon the 

CONTINUATION 

O T 

Miraculum Mundi. 

Explaining and Defending the $ E C TS therein contained^ 
As alfo the True Anrum Fotabile therein mentioned. 


I T is truly faid, that He who builds an Houfe by 
the Highway expofeth his Building to the judg= 
ments of all forts of men, and to their cenfure 
efpecially who have not skill enough in Archi¬ 
tecture, to erett a Country Cottage. The fame is 
ivont to happen to thofe who write concerning 
things not common or unknown. For you (hall pre- 
fently hear People faying, iVhoknows whether this he 
true or not ? thereby fignifying that they cannot per¬ 
ceive thofe things which exceed their Capacity; but 
neverthelefs they will not altogether reject them, be- 
caufe they are yet indoubt concerning the truth of 
them. This their doubting is not to be taken ill, be- 
caufc it proceedeth from ignorance, but not from 
envy. On the contrary, there is another fort of 
perverfe men, who being puffed up with their own 
putatitious knowledge, defpife unknown things, not 
out offimplicity or ignorance, but out of a mcer 
diabolical envy to thofe who have a greater know¬ 
ledge and experience of things than themfelves- 
This hath alio happened, and doth daily happen 
to me, efpecially fincc the pubiifning of my Mtrain- 
lum Munch, in that 1 have there difclofcd Secrets of 
great moment, of which the Vulgar, nor yet the bub¬ 
bles ot Envy, have plainly no knowledge ; and there= 
fore out of mcer Envy, reproach them for Unprofita¬ 
ble and Falfe. 

But to ftop the mouths of fuch perfons, I intend 
fliorcly to build a fpacious and well-furnifhed La¬ 
boratory, and in ic to place a good Laborious Opera¬ 
tor, who being occupied therein with continual La¬ 
bours, fhall fhew the Divine Wonders to thofe who 
delire to fee the fame. Which being done, 1 lhall 
have no farther need to defend my Writings again ft 
every Calumniator •, feeing that 1 know there will be 
thofe (GOD willing) hereafter, who will defend the 
truth which they have feen with their eyes and Iran 
died with their hands. 


In this Laboratory fliall be fecn not only thofe An-' 
tificiai deftilJing Furnaces, and my Prefs for Wood 
with the circulatory Inftrumcntsneceffary for the ea- 
fie making of Salc-Petre -, but alfo thofe things fliall 
be (hewed, which I have treated of in ray Miraculum 
Mundi,z nd its Continuation, yea,and much more than 
I have there declared. 

Thofe things alfo which 1 have aferibed to my An. 
mm Pot ah'.l lhall be demonftrated to be the very 
truth, viz.. That crude Mercury, in an hour or two’s 
time, may be by it converted into pure Gold. Nor 
lhall this only be proved, but alfo that after my Au- 
ntm Paahde hath tinged and changed the 5 into 
putc and conftant Gold, that neverthelefs it hath yet 
great Virtue, viz., that any Arfenick, whether white 
or yellow, being digetted in it for Lome hours, is 
fo changed, that its poifonous quality palTeth into 
a good Medicine, refilling all Poil'on. Nor doth it 
only become a powerful Medicine againft venomous 
and incurable difeafes, which cannot be eradicated 
by purging, bleeding, fweating, and the like Reme- 
dies, whilll it JTineftureth the evil Humours in the 
Blood and other parts of the Body, and changed! 
them into good Humours- But this alfo being chan¬ 
ged into Medicine, and its Venom converted, fheweth 
its power in Metals; if it be call upon melted Cop¬ 
per, then the Copper poured out and proved on a Cu* 
pel with Saturn, leaveth behind it fomc good Silver 
and Gold. Thefe two proofs are fuflicient for the 
defence of my Anrum fotabile. But that any one 
may be yet rendered more certain, after thofe two 
Experiments, viz., the coagulation and tranfmutation 
of Mercury into pure Gold, and the converfion of poi - 
fonous Arfenick into a fafe Medicament, lie may yet 
try a third, and that indeed incredible, with the fame 
Aintm fotabile that hath been twice ufed, as before 
and this rot upon mild or flight Poifons, but upon 
the molt dangerous and indcfenfible both to Men, 
Beafts, and ail living things, to wit, Mercury fubli- 

mate. 
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mate, which being digefted for fome hours in the faid 
jht, n,n Potabile, hyeth alidc all its horrid and for¬ 
midable Venom, and pafleth into a fafe Purging and 
Diaphoretick Medicine, and lofmgits former white 
Colour and corrofive Venom, it becomes a fweet red 
Powder, purging out the Gout, Pox, Lcprofie, and 
other dctcftablc'difeafes, and impregnateth Saturn m 
fome meafurc with a Golden Tindure- So alfo white 
AiTcnick, after digeftion, pntteth off its white co¬ 
lour, lofcth its corrofive faculty, and is changed into 
a fweet and yellow powder. 

Thcfc Experiments and Proofs ought not to be 
hidden to the Studious of 6 ood Medicines, but to be 
made manifeft to the everlalting and immortal telti- 
mony of the Truth, againft all ignorant Sophilters 


vhatfoever- _ , c 

1 have, for my defence, the moll lharp Sword of 
Truth, whofe edge, if any defire to feel, let him come 
orth •, the defence of the Truth will be grateful and 
:afie tome, although the malice of the whole world 
hould oppofeme. 1 here challenge all thofe Calumma- 
orsvvho being moved by a diabolical envy^have endea- 
toured to oppofe my molt true Writings •, let them 
;ome forth with their Lyes into the open light, and 
nto the view of the whole World, and fliew any Ex¬ 
periment like to thofe which 1 here promife to lliew, 
hat we may fee how filthily or bafely they will ap* 
pear, like the darknefs vanifting by the light and 
plendour of the Sun. If thev cannot, as indeed it is 
lot in their power, {for he that hath any knowledge of 
kino s never contemneth a good owe) nor will be poihble 
- or them to do; forafmuch as they know nothing, it 
shut reafonable that for the time to come they Ihould 
•eftrain their virulent tongues, and ceafe to calumniate 
Tiofe things which they neither know nor under- 


I do not wonder that thofe Slanderers, attempting 
the coagulation of Mercury into Gold, have e J r ^, 
feein" that it hath fometimes happened to my fclf,that 
1 have erred two or three times together, and could 
not effect that Tranfmutation, until the caufe there¬ 
of was known to me : For if through too much halte 
the humidity of the Aar am Potabile fliall exhale or 
evaporate too faft, the Mercury being dried up, can- 
noc 1 be fufficiently penetrated, nor throughly tin- 
scd. 

An erronr alfo may be committed, if the glafs con* 
mining the Mercury and the Aar am Pa Ailc grow 
hot too faft, fo that the Mercury with the Aar urn 
p, tab tie boil, and” leaps, difperfeth it felf by too much 
motion, and exhibited it felf in form of a powder, 
when it ought to remain in the bottom, concre¬ 
ted into a round mafs. So will he alfo greatly erre, 
who fliall ufe Mercury that is not pure and clean, but 
adulterated, and defil.d with many ferdesor impuri¬ 
ties which Impediments deny ingrefs to the Tindure, 
and'rcnder the trial uncertain and precarious, i here* 
fore it is neceffary that the Mercury be firft well 
ground with Salt and Vinegar, in a 0 g num w/ f> ° r 
Stone or Glafs Mortar, and by a diligent wafting 
freed from all its blacknefs, whereby it more eafily 
admitteth the Tindure- I have found that Mercury 
very fit for this Operation, which is fublimed by 
the Fr.lmenofJ'jve , into which my Aurum Potabile hath 

a fwift Ingrefs, and tingeth the whole of it- 

Truly it ftews the great ignorance and boldnels ot 
thofe Calumniators, to dare to fprcad fiiCii talic cia- 
mours and rumours, faying, That Mercury canna be 
indeed tinged into Geld by my Aurum Potabile, hit tuat 


the Cold which v:as before in my Aurum Potabile applietSs 
it felf to the Mercury , and in fome fort coagnlatcth it, but 4 
dab net render it fixt and conflaut. But this is indeed 
averyrude and ignorant Afiertion, which every one 
but meanly verfed in the handling of Gold and Mer¬ 
cury, is able todeted of Folly. 

Forifcommon Gold, dillolvcd in Water, would 
readily coagulate Mercury, what ftould we further 
feck or defire ? But this is greatly wide of the mat¬ 
ter, feeing that in all fuch Solutions the Gold in di¬ 
geftion adheres to the injeded Mercury by precipi¬ 
tation, and pafleth with it into a white Amalgama, 
the Mercury conftantly perfevering in its priftine 
Nature, not admitting the lcaft tranfmutation into 
Gold, the which cxcecdeth not the knowledge and 
capacity of Rufticks, but is difficult to be under- 
ftood by thofe putatitious Dodors, who believe fuch 
things to exceed all Belief. 

It/is well known, that the pureft Gold hath no 
more of perfection than what ic needeth for its own 
defence; that hath not the lcaft power to amend 
any other metal, and to render it fixt and conftant, 
much lefs that it can coagulate Mercury, (the deri- 
dcr of all Alchymilts and Sophilters) into Gold. 
Of both is made a white Amah am a, but not hard 
ycUow Gold conftant in the Fire- Hethatbelicvcth 
not me, let him make trial himfelf, and he fliall find 
it anfwerable to my words. Befides, all corporeal 
Gold refufeth folution by fixt Mitre, of which my 
Aunun Potabile is prepared, the which, if it were yet 
pofliblc, the Gold would not be hid in it, but the re¬ 
lation would be yellow, and would colour the skin 
with a fubrubid or blackifh colour, which my Atu 
rum Potabile doth not. Therefore its tinging Virtue 
confiftcth not in corporeal Gold, but in a golden 
Tindure, from the firft Ens of Gold, converted in¬ 
to an Aftral Effence, by the benefit of Art. By a like 
reafon the Ajlrum of Luna imprefleth Mercury with 
the nature of Silver, the Ajlrum of Venus tranfmu- 
teth it into Copper, the Ajlrum of Mars converteth 
the fame into hard Iron, the Ajlrum of Jupiter of it 
maketh Tin, and the Ajlrum of Saturn invefteth it 
with the nature of Lead. For Mercury is tranfmu- 
ted into that Metal, whofe Ajlrum it fliall receive. So 
the Ajlrum of Mercury changeth all the metals into 
a running Argent-vive, although this tranfmutation 
brings little or no profit. Neverthelefs, I intend to 
prepare the Ajlrums of all the metals, and thereby 
to iliew the power of Nature and Art to the ftudious 
of the Truth, and fo to manifeft it to the World. 
The AJlrums of metals being extracted from their 
firft Ens, they arc no longer metals, but their tinging 
Anima’s, which at length with Mercury, become cor¬ 
poreal metals. 

This is the true and genuine Foundation, upon 
which the whole ftrudure of my Aurum Potabile is 
built. Therefore, as pure Gold, cannot render Mcr> 
cury partaker of its own golden nature ; fo neither 
Silver, nor Copper, nor any other metal, will com¬ 
municate its nature to Mercury, but being precipi¬ 
tated, nttradeth it to it felf,but in no wife changeth 
it. Hence the Philofophers fay, That the Tindures 
of Metals arc not to be fought in the metals them- 
felvcsj but in their firft Em. As B.ifil Valentine 

Quod prima Entia 'non cfficiunt, 

11a Aurum cV Argentum nonfaciunt. 


Which is to be well regarded by him who defires to 
attain his willies. From 















Part I- 


the Continuation of Miraculum Mundi. 


From all thefc things it appears, that ray Aurum 
Potabile being made of the fir It E-ns ot Gold, by Art, 
into an Altral Tincture, ought to be an excellent 
Medicine ; as alfo, that it is fucli, I have largely de-- 
monftrated : For if it were not better than a common 
Solution of Gold.it would not change Mercury into 
true Gold, neither alfo would it have the power of 
tranfmuting a molt potent Poifon into an excellent 
Medicine- Without doubt, fuch Medicaments,which 
by the help of my Aurum Potabile , from molt violent 
Poifons, are changed into fo falubrious a nature, 
as Antidotes, do powerfully refill other Poifons and 
pertinacious Difeafes, and may be ufed in Phyfick 
with great admiration. What would it profit, if 
the Body Ihould be purged by an hundred ftools,and 
at the fame time the Difeafc doth not confift in the 
matter of ftools, but Hill keeps its place, and gives no 
way, except it be attacked in its own quarters ? Nei¬ 
ther will it avail any thing to let all the blood out of 
the body, if the feat of the Difeafe be not in the 
blood. Yea, if it were there fixed, and the whole 
mafs of blood wholly corrupted, it would be in vain 
to undertake to amend the fame by bleeding ; for 
all the blood cannot be drawn out, without peril of 
Life. And if, for example fake, two or three pounds 
of twenty Ihould be left in the body, to be amended 
by fanguifying Meats and Drinks, and good Blood 
to be encreafed, yet the event would not be anfwe- 
rable, becaufe the encrcafing blood would be cor¬ 
rupted by the former. E. g- An Hogfiiead of lharp 
Vinegar, out of which, if you Ihould draw all the 
Vinegar, leaving only the fasces or Lees, and Ihould 
by degrees pour into it noble and generous Wine, 
the Wine would be plainly corrupted by thofe few 
feces- Even fo it is with thofe fixed Difeafes, which 
have taken fuch deep root in the humane body, 
that they cannot be taken away neither by Purging, 
Bleeding, nor Sweating, nor by outward Anointings. 
Therefore they are to be tinged and amended in 
thofe places, to which they pertinaciou'fly adhere, by 
the help ofTinrtures or Aftral Medicines, as above 
is done with Mercury, and Mercury fublimate, that 
remaining there, they may put on a better na¬ 
ture and quality , and no farther moleft the humane 
body. And this is the true and genuine way of Cu¬ 
ring radicated and incurable Difeafes. Yet 1 would 
not be fo underftood, as if 1 condemned all Purga¬ 
tion ; for Purging being ufed at a due time, brings 
no fmall profit. ~ Blood-letting alfo being feafonably 
ufed, wants not its utility; but being often abufed, is 
thecaufe of great mifehiefs, and not feldom haltens 
on untimely death. 

Moreover, the following Experiment, for the try¬ 
ing the Truth of my Aurum Potabile, is not to be 
contemned. Rub fome Argevt-.vive upon a fmall Sil¬ 
ver Plate, and what is fuperfluous, and doth not ad¬ 
here, wipe off with a Linen cloth, after the manner 
of Goldfmiths, for Gilders) who gild with the A - 
rr.algama of Gold and Quick-filver : Digeft the Sil¬ 
ver Plate in my Aurum Potabile, for half an hour, or 
an hour, then take it out, and you fhall fee with how 
fair a Golden Colour it will be gilt. For in this di- 
geftion the Mercury is not fo heated, that it can va- 
nifh in fmoak, and therefore adhereth to the Silver 
Plate, and is tinged by my Aurum Potabile into the 
bell Gold. Now try the fame operation with ano¬ 
ther Silver Plate, rubbed over with Argcr.t-vivt , and 
digeft it in a folurion containing corporeal Geld, to 
fee if that Plate will be gilt like the othcr.For thcPlate 
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coming out white,you will fee a very great difference. 

1 could here add more fuch Experiments, if I 
thought it needful. If Goldfmiths (or Gilders) could 
gild their Silver Veffels, by fuch a cortion (or digc- 
ltion) in a folution of corporeal Gold, without doubt 
they would foou leave the common way of gilding 
by the Amalgama of Mercury and Gold, becaufe by its 
poilonous Mercurial fume, nfferting the bodies of 
thofe who handle it, it is wont to cart them into dan¬ 
gerous and lafting Dileafes. But becaufe they can 
effort nothing by fuch golden folutions, they are 
forced to fupcrlldc their life, and to acquiclle in the 
old ufual way. 

Thefe few things of my Aurum Potabile , which is 
the Fourth and Laft Article in my Continuation of Mi. 
racv.lum Mundi, I am conftrained to publifh for its 
defence, that every one may know I have not attri¬ 
buted too much to it, but that it can perform much 
more; the truth of which I am ready to exhibit. 
Therefore this is a Medicament molt worthy to be 
prefented to Great and Noble Men, as a precious 
Gift. 

As for the Third Proccfs in the fame Work, which 
is offered to Phyficians and Citizens, that, they may 
by an caffe labour obtain good Medicines for Man¬ 
kind, and an honeft livelihood ; it is openly and 
clearly deferibed, fo that in it not the leaft thing is 
hidden or concealed, I cannot force any to believe or 
try the matter ; I have enough to do with my own 
affairs; but if in my Youth I could have obtained 
fuch a Manudurtion, as I have hitherto and ftill do 
adminifter to others, I Ihould not have been forced 
to the fearching out of Nature with fo great charge 
and labours, heavy ftinks, and great danger ofmy 
Life, as 1 have. I here again aflert that which I have 
often affected, w x.. 1 hat by the fulminating of Salt¬ 
petre with Tin and Mercury, much Gold and Silver 
is acquired ; which thing l have often done, and as 
yet can do it, and do promile that in due time 1 will 
demonffratc it publickly in my Laboratory to Friends. 
The other point, in which 1 have taught how Rich 
men may augment or improve their Gold and Silver, 
much fafer than they are wont to do by putting it to* 
llfury, I have truly and candidly revealed, and have 
kept back nothing. NB. But that there are other 
waies of acquiring Riches, without great Coft and 
Labours at the Fire, the troublefome Exercife of Mer= 
chandifc, or other things, diftnrbing or hurting the 
mind, I do in no wife deny. For the like things are 
every where obvious, in divers place of niy Wri¬ 
tings, especially in the 2,3, and 4 partsof 
fpenty of Germany, where mention is made of an Ex-. 
ceilcnt Work, by means of which an honeft livelihood 
may be obtained in tranquility, without noife, mel¬ 
tings, and blowings of Bellows, and that by the help of 
a certain Water extrarting Gold and Silver from 
Sand, Earth, Clay, Stones, and Minerals, without, 
great labour and cofts. And although there Ihould 
not be at hand any fuch Earth, Sand, or Stones, which 
contain Gold and Silver, from Which thefe cannot be 
elicited by common melting; ( yet there is hardly 
any place in the World, where thefe matters do not 
occurr ) neverthelefs there is no want of Lead and 
Tin, from which two at all times, and in all places 
of the World, Gold and Silver, by the help of the 
faid Water ofSalt-pctrc may be extractedwhich is 
an excellent and profitable Art, the which, left it 
fnould die with me, I have already Ihewed it to fome 
Friends. 


Rrr 


I alfo 
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1 alfo here promife, that in my publick Laboratory | 
I will fliew and demonftrate various Secrets. But 
let no man perfvvade himfelfthat I will do this to all 
men, without deferimination, or admit every un¬ 
known Perfon to this demonftration, but only thofc 
whofe Piety and Candour I my felf have long 
known, or fuch as fhall be recommended by them, 
or other known Friends- 

Moreover, befides my publick Laboratory, I will 
alfo have a private one, in which ihall be fhevved to 
my Friends the more curious and excellent things 
which 1 have mentioned in my Writings. 

There Ihall be lliewed rare and hitherto unknown 
Wonders of Nature, as Vegetable and Mineral Plants. 
As for example. 

• Vegetables of a MetallickJAature of which we have 
fpokcti in the Trcatife of The Mature of Salts. 

Herbs [f ringing up or growing cut of hard, Flints, 
yea, out of pieces of Iron. 

Metals in a few hours growing up like Vegetables, by 
the help of a certain Water ■, concerning which, fee my 
Dcfcription of the Liquor of Flints, in 1 he Second P art 
cf Furnaces. 

Metals in a few hours [pace, like Herbs , without the 
addition of any foreign matter, growing up , fo that 
they lofe nothing in the trial - of the Cupel; 

Alfo divers manual Operations, and Compendi- 
ums not common in the Deftillation of excellent Spi¬ 
rits, profitable both in Alchymy and PhyTick, fuch are 
Spirit of Nitre, Spirit of Salt, Aqua-fortis, Aqtta-regis , 
and the like, by which they are fo calily and fwiftly 
deftilled, that with two or three pound of Coals, by a 
Body and Head, in Sand, every hour may be deftil- 
lcd one pound of fpirit, and that fo pure, fweet, and 
clear, that it needs no redification. 

But feeing that this is a thing unheard of,and there* 
fore will be iook’d upon by the common Chymifts as a 
thing incredible, I cannot forbear here only to point 
at the way, by which it may appear poflible to be 

done. r 

Snppofe that I have need of fome pounds of (pi¬ 
nt ot fait, and want the opportunity of preparing 
it in a long time, by the force offire, 1 ufe the follow¬ 
ing preparation. Inftead of a great and continual 
fire, I ule a feparatory Art, fevering the pure from 
the impure,difiolving common Kitcliin-falt, or falt- 
petre, in common Water, and adding to the folu- 
rion put into a Cucurbit a feparatory fulphur. The 
Cucurbit, with a Head or Retort, (by which alfo the 
Deftillation may be made) being fet in fand, I kindle 
a fire, by which the water containing the fait may 
boil, and foby the fulphur, in the boiling, the pure 
parts are feparated from the impure the purer parts 
are rendered very fugacious and fweet clear fpirits -, 
the grofter, more earthy and fixed fait remaineth in 
the Cucurbit or Retort, of a very wonderful Nature 
and Property. And after this manner, from one 
pound of fait or fait-petre,-may eafily be deftilled 
one pound of fpirit of fait, or fpirit of Nitre. From 
a pretty large Cucurbit, in ten hours, may be made 
ten pounds of fpirit of fait, or fpirit of Nitre, which 
two fpirits being mixed together, make an Aqua, 
refta. The quantity of your fpirit in each Deftillati¬ 
on will be greater or lefler, according as your Cu¬ 
curbit is larger or fmaller. He that deflreth to make 
Aqua-regia by the fame deftillation , muft difiolve 
equal parts of fait and fait-petre in Water, and de- 
ftil by a Body or Retort. 


This is indeed an excellent Compendium for all 
thofe that need a great quantity ot thofe Spirits. 
Gold, Silver,as alfo all the other Metals, may tcdillol- 
ved without Aqua-fortis, or Aqtta-regis, and the like 
fpirits, by the help of certain falts difiblvcd in wa¬ 
ter, which truly is alfo a famous Invention. So alfo 
it is with thofe other rare Experiments above- mentio* 
ned ^ as for example, If a metal ought to grow in 
height, fomething contrary is to be added to if, for 
this, while it flieth from its contrary, arifing out of 
the mafs, groweth up as well in the dry'as the 
moift way. 

If we would have an hard Metal or Flint bring forth 
an Herb* the Metal, whether it be gold, filver, copper, 
iron, tin, or lead, are firft to be reduced into a tender 
Powder bv falts, and that Powder being put into an 
Earthen Vcfiel, is to bemoiftened with a certain pe¬ 
culiar Water, and the feeds of the Herbs to br 
fo wed or fet therein, which after they are grown to 
perfection, are to be no longer moiftened, but the 
powder is to be expofed to the Rays of the Sun, 
which again becoming a metal or an hard Hone, plain* 
ly like to another meta! or ftone, contained! the in¬ 
hering Roots of the Herb, and caufcth the Ignorant 
to admire how an Herb fiiould grow out of a piece of 
Gold, Silver, Iron, Copper, or an hard Flint. This 
is alfo certain, and not to be doubted, that the faid 
Herbs io growing out of the Metals, do obtain the 
nature and properties of thole out of which they 
arife. 

Although thefc Experiments of Herbs thus grow¬ 
ing afford no profit, yet they are noble Operations of 
Nature and Art, having more in them than they 
promife at the firft fight, therefore I have not 
here brought them in vain, inafmuch as they arc of 
no final I moment. 

But that I may here (at leaft) mention fomc- 
what of this growing faculty of Vegetables and Me¬ 
tals, be it known to eyery one, that in my publick 
Laboratory /hall be feen the feeds of all forts of 
Herbs, and efpceially of Grain, as Wheat, Barly, 
Oats, and others, viz., by what means they may be fo 
prepared, as to acquire a fwife faculty of growing, 
and that one grain may produce ten, twenty, or thir» 
ty ftrong ftalks, with full ears, and fruit an hundred 
fold. > 

In like manner Ihall be fhevved to fome Friends,how 
Salt-Petre, as the only promoter and helper of the 
growing faculty, may be fowed it felf, fothat it fhall 
recompcnce the labour an hundred fold -, for falt- 
petre multiplicth it felf, and groweth up ont of 
common fait, like other Vegetables-, whence that 
old Proverb of lowing of fait might perhaps take its 
Original. 

It bchoveth that I here make mention of yet a- 
nother wonderful thing concerning the growing 
faculty, to be Ihewn ( God willing ) in my private 
Laboratory. And it is this, that Gold and Silver 
do grow, are encreafedand multiplied out of grofs 
Saturn, even as the feeds of Vegetables, out of a 
dunged and fait Earth, fo that in fifty ounces there is 
daily an augmentation of one ounce, if not of two. He 
that fhall be here a good Husbandman,and skilful in 
ploughing of Saturn, and rendering him fertile, and 
of lowing or planting in him. a fit feed, he will have 
a plentiful Harveft, anfwerable to the feed which 
he fowed, and will eafily gain three or four times 
as much. 


There- 












Part I- the Continuation o/Miraculum Mundi. 


Therefore, becaufe the growing faculty of Vege¬ 
tables, Animals, and Minerals, or Metals, taketh its 
rife from the only and Llniverfal Salt of the Earth, 
and this from the Salt of the Sea, and the Sea Salt, 
from the Sun, if the Divine Goodnefs lhall grant me 
Life, I will Ihewto my Friends, how by fmall labour 
and charge, the Univerfal Salt fatnefs, fit for the ren= 
dring all barren and fandy ground fruitful, inftead of 
Dung, may be copioufly feparated from Sea Salt- Yea 
if need require, l can eafily demonftrate, that alfo 
the natural Seed of Gold, the true Univerfal Medi¬ 
cine may be prepared of the fame, or that it may be 
acquired from the vifible Ocean which is known to e- 
very Man. But feeing that belongs not to this place, 
we referr the Reader, delTrous of fuch fubtile know¬ 
ledge, to the Treatifeof the Nature of Salts, where 
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he will find thole things which will fatisfie his de¬ 
fire. 

Thefe, and the like Experiments fiiall be fliewn in 
my Laboratory, among all which, that is the molt 
excellent, by which a Man, without the incommoding 
of another, and with great quietnefs and Tranqui¬ 
lity, may honcftly get his Food and Raiment- There 
fiiall be alfo demonltratcd thofe four Arcanum trea¬ 
ted of in the Continuation of Miraculum Mundi, and 
many other things treated of in my Writings, which 
many believe cannot be effected. .That fo I, by gi¬ 
ving an occular Demonftration, may vindicate my 
Writings from the Injuries and Reproaches of the ig¬ 
norant, and alfo leave behind me fomewhatfor the 
good of Pofterity. 




T 


OR, A 

Clear Defcription, declaring by a perfect Explanation, the Nature, 

Properties, and ufe of fuch Salts as are commonly known, as alio of a certain 
other very wonderful Salt, hitherto unknown to the World 5 by whofe help all 
Vegitables Animals and Minerals, without diminution of their weight, 
or change of their form, may be tranfmuted into hard and incombuftible Bo¬ 
dies : 

WITH 

A mod firm Demonftration that Salt (after God and the Sun)is the only Beginning, 
Original, Propagation and Augmentation of all things,- from which the greateft Treafure of 
the whole World ; and the greateft Riches may be obtained. 
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THE PREFACE. 


T He manifold and various forts of foody whe¬ 
ther prepared of Fkjh or Fifty if brought to 
the Table not feafoned with Salt y arc not 
grateful to the Palat • in as much as tbeynci: 
ther exhibit a pleafant relifnor conduce to the health of 
the Body, Everyman will readily afjent to the truth of 


this trite and vulgar Maxm y if he fall confider with an 
accurate mindy that among all the Seafonings and Sauces 
of food , Salt holdeth the chief eft place ? and that there is 
no other equal toit y fo that among jo many y there ts no 
one to be preferred to it. 

There* 
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T be Preface. 


Parc I, 


Therefore what great and excellent 7 reafuret, ndmira- 
hie Virtues and mofi worthy Endowments, tn which, by 
diligent fcarch, and itupiifition the minds of men may be 
occupied'■ are contained therein, 1 have determined in this 

preheat Treattfe to enquire into, and declare ; inajmuih 
as for the fpace of fifteen or fix teen years, 1 have endear 
win ed nothing more, than that by all my Labours 1 might 
ferve the Divine Glory, and the publick good. For by my 
firft endeavours 1 pHblijhcd a Work, treating of PhiloiO'- 
phical Furnaces in five parts, and I d Jff overed fi ve F ‘ tr ~ 
naces, adapted to the various modes of Dijhllation \ 1 al- 
fo (hewed the way of preparing (by an artificial manner) 
excellent Medicines which drive away various and divers 
Dilea fes ajflitting the Humane Body, which profitable and 
artificial inventions , no man before me hath reveal- 

Cd 'Next follows my Mineral Work, filewing the Origh 
val and emendation of Metals and Minerals : 7 o which 
fucceedeth my Pharmacopoeia Spagyrica, in three parts, 
treating of Vegetables, and by what means efficacious Me¬ 
dicines may be prepared of them. , 

Next after thefe, was my Work of the Admirable 
Nature and Properties of Saltpetre, in which ufoltd- 
/y demonftrated, that that Miracle of all forts, is the true 
■Vniverfal Solvent of Philofophers, which is fubjcrvtcnt 
to the ule of all men, highandlow, rich and poor, l hat 
little Treatife J have called by the name of Mtraculum 
Mundi, which / have augmented by an Explication and 
Continuation, and fenced it with a defence and Apology 
againfi the wicked Malts of Envy ^d Scorn In all 
thefe I have fet before the Eyes of this blind World, the 
Divine Miracles and Mifteries of Nature. 

4 f ter this came out another Treatife, under the Title of 
the Profoerity of Germ any,in four Books,thetwolatter of 
which are not yet Printed, but jball be pnbliffied in a fhort 
time, if God (hall prolong my life, which contain very 
profitable Precepts of the Oeconomy and Admmfiratton of 

Then another little piece, called, The Confolation of 
Sailers ; teaching how they may defend and pre ferve them- 
(elves in all long Voyages, as to the Eaft-Indies and other 
parts againft Hunger, Thirft, and other mcommodities 
of that kind, to which they are wont to be Obnoxi¬ 


ous. 


Moreover, A Treatife of Tartar, Vinegar, and 
Spirit of Wine, (hewing their eafie attainment and pre- 

^ ar To thefe I have adjoined, a Treatife of Aurtim Tot a- 
bile and another of true Aurum Potabile, or the Uni- 
verfal Medicine, and other Apologetical Writings tn 
which I have not only fet forth the perfidious unfaithful-, 
nefs of men but have alfo revealed many excellent Scien¬ 
ces, that by all thefe Writings / might illitfirate the Di¬ 
vine Glory, and contribute to the benefit and profit of my 
Neighbour by giving him as it were wbolfom and excel- 
kntjood, whereby both his Body and mind may be equally 

nf, idalthough the [aid Meats be wholfome, of a good 
Savour , and contain their own Salt - neverthclefs, it 
reems to me neceffiary, to fait them as it were afreffi and 
to feafon them with a certain Sauce, that they may beta- 
fled with fo much the greater appetite and pleafure. And 
I have fo much the more a mind to do this, as 1 more Jlu- 
dionfly endeavour to cbferve that precept of the ancient 
Debtors, that no Meat (hould be brought to the 7 able 
without Salt. For it was a received enftom m former 
time in well ordered Famihss, to fet the Salt firft upon 
the Table before any other Dijh, and not to take it away 
till all other Dijhes were firft removed: The which indi¬ 


cates, that Salt is a weft profitable thing, ard an highly 
neaffary gift of God, then/ore of rich: tlainurb the pre¬ 
cedency of uher A'*Cats in Jetting upon the 1 able , and of 
reynaining there, till they are again removed. But that 
this moft Noble and Divine Gift 9 may the better be un¬ 
der flood by the ignorant y a?:d may be ?nade more known 
than hitherto it hath been y 1 cannot pafs by, but 1 ?mtft 
indulge my fclf y as my time will allow, in a few words, 
and as it were by the bye, to fhadow out, and depifl its 
great and admirable efficacy, for the profit of Mankind* 
But here 1 jball fpeak but of few things, and that very 
compendiously, the ftudious of Divine Wonders may find 
the reft in the Writings of other pious ard diligent A fen.* 
if he hath a defire to know more, 

As for the Original of Salt, which is drawn out of the 
Ocean, as an Vniverfal Storchoufc, Writers are divided 
into divers parts and Opinions, Some tbml^that thofc Salt 
Fountains y which in many, and various places of the Earth 
break forth from their Springs y and by the help of boiling, 
yield their Salt, do riot take their beginning from the Oce¬ 
an, but from a Salt peculiarly generated, ard brought 
forth in many places of the Ierrene Globe, like Afttals, 
And they eflabl fh their Opinion by this Argument ; That: 
the Water of thJfe Fountains much exceededi y oftentimes, 
that of the Sea in filtnefs j and on the contrary ? the Sea 
Water being brought by long and tedious Faff ages through 
the Earth, mccffarily loefeth its f tit nefs, and there] ore 
leaving its Salt, it ought to come forth plainly Jwcet, or 
inftpid. This reafon, at the firft fight, feemetb fo a- 
greeable to truth, that one can hardly thinkgthe matter to 
beotberwife* But moft Springs of fweet Water, in their 
firft rife were Salt, which penetrating the paffages of the 
Earth, have depofited their Salt in the fame, to murifh 
the Earth, and that they might come forth fweet for the 
daily ufc of Man . Whence they have given rife to fo ma¬ 
ny y and fuch various Rivers, which again return in that: 
Vnivcrfal Store-houfe the Sea, or Ocean, by which incef- 
fant and Reciprocal Flux, they are impregnated with Salt y 
and Communicate the fame to the Earth, that it may ne¬ 
ver labour under a want of due nourijhment , but may ren¬ 
der Minerals, Stones, Trees y Grafs, Beafts, and even 
Men alfo, partakers of the fame perpetually , and fo may 
ferve as well for the Suftcntation, Propagation, and Con- 
fervation of Irrational y as Rational Animals, the which 
no tnan of a found mind can deny y except he will alfo deny 
the Circulation of the Blood in the Body of A fan, or Mi- 
crocofm, which is plainly unknowt: to not a few, and wilt 
fay, that the blood in the little Toe, or little Finger, or left 
Ear y or other places, doth not arife from the Liver , the 
Vniverfal Fountain of Blood, but that it is particularly 
generated and produced by the Vital Spirit, inthofevery 
parts, which favoureth not a little of Abfurdity . 

Seeing therefore, that the conftant Circulation of the 
Blood in the Microcofitb can be in no wife deny'd, why 
jhottld not alfo fuch a Circulation in the Macrocofm be 
admitted as true ? For as the Blood of the Human Bo- 
dy ariftng from the Liver, dijfnfeth it felf through all 
the Paf}ages and Veins of the Body y as well fmall as 
great , and Confcrvetb the life of the whole, nourijhetb 
all the parts y and angmenteth the good juices y which are 
changed i?no Flcfh, Boncs y Skin, and Hairs in the Af em¬ 
bers thcmfelves y and leaving the unprofitable Phlcgtn to be 
expelled by the Pores of the skin : So alfo is it with tlx 
Nutriment and Vniverfal Ali?nent of the great World , 
while the Salt water without interntijfion , of the great 
Sea, or Ocean y encompaffing the whole Globe of the Earth, 
by in any fmall and great paffages or ferns, p affe t h through 
1 all the parts of the Earth, and nourijhetb and fuftaineth 
them with tts Salt, that Af literals, Afctals y Stones, 
' * Sand' 
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Sand, Clay, Shrubs, 2>w, W £?*vr/> way be nourished 

and groi r, in growing take their encreafe . Ik reft 

of the Water being freed from all faltnefsgs exterminated 
as a fuperfluity in the Superficies, W tei*# dffufed into 
various Springs, ^ well fin all as great , // expelled, no 
other wife than*the fu per fii tons fweat of the Blood in the 
Microcofm, by innumerable paffnges and pores . ffeif 

in many places of the Earthy the Water djth not leave its 
fait, but carneth it along with it felf> that may very 
Wellcome to pajs for divers rcafons. For fir ft, the mo ft 
excellent Governour, by His Divine Providence , hath moft 
wifely ordained and appointed, that a fait water of this 
bind, which men could in no wife be without, fhjdd break 
forth out of the Earth, and it is thus tffebled/ The Sea¬ 
water every where faffing through the faff'ages and clefts 
tf the Earthy in fouie places is dried up by the Central fire, 
and coagulated into hard and great -pieces, which being 
dgped up by men, and diffolved by the help of Water, and 
ft ted front its facts, is boiled up in fit Feffels, and redu¬ 
ced into a pure Salt. 

But if it happeneth that other Water faffing through 
thofe puffages, findtth pieces of Salt of this kind, it dif- 
folveth fo much of tbe fame as it can carry dong with 
it , and afterwards is boiled into Salt after various man- 


Btu that Salt which the Vnskiffnl have been accufio* 
medto have in. little or no regard, may be had in greater 
honour, I neither could or would any forger pafs by its due 
Name in fierce, and therefore I have called it the great eft 
Trcafnre, and moff ample Riches of the World. 

Moreover, that 1 may prove and demon fir ate, that this 
common abjctl fait, known to every man , ( in which the 
life, confer vat ion, growth, and propagation of all the Crea* 
turcs confficth, and which is the beginning and end of a ll 
things) doth deferve this title, and that a greater Trea* 
fare is not found in the Earth it will be neceffary to do 
this, that J make manifeft the infallible Ferity of the 
Myfieries of GOD and Nature. 

But I defre of the unprejudiced Reader, that he will 
not be offended at the vtlenefs of abjett and contemptible 
fait > nor think that 1, in giving this Title to it, and caU 
ling it the great eft Treafure and chief eft Riches of the 
whole World, have exceeded or given it too great honour % 
Tor fo great and honourable a Title doth of right belong 
to it, and fhottld as yet be infigniz^ed with a greater, if a, 
greater by ?ne could be attributed. And 1 eaffly perfwade 
my felf, that if thofe who are captivated by the hunger of 
Gold, fha/l fee this Book, and read the Title, thty will 

_ 9Jwmt ... conceive no other thingin their minds, than the defer ip t ion 

tiers, according* to the greater or lefjer quantity of Salt it of the great Vniverfalit flf , or the revelation of great 

1 1 1 __. j. . * . . p t/io*_»m J /< n :, 7^ r.~~1.1 „1 _ _*w 1 . r* . . 


'hath carried along with it. 

But that one Salt Fountain is richer in Salt than 
another , the caufe of the difference is in the Water , 
which faffing by, doth more or left affociate it felf with 
the Salt, and Jo is made fironger or weaker. 

Thefe ftw things are fuff cient for the refelling of their 
Opinion,who affert,that Saline Fountains do not draw their 
original from the Sea, but are generated and produced in a 
peculiar manner in the Earthy by the help of the Stars . 

But if this Jhould fetm crcdibky neverthtlefs it would 
feem more credible, that the Sun and Stars cafiing their 
Rays and Influences into the Ocean cr Seas, Jhould there ge¬ 
nerate Salt, which afterwards penetrating through the per¬ 
vious faff ages of the Earth, jhould convey due nourifhment 
to the fame. 

This reafon may alfo be affgned of the greater or leffer 
enmity of Salt in Fountain: or Salt-fpr mgs, that thofe 
pafj'ages which receive fait water from tbe Sea, differ in 
ftit nation of place, and are alfo differently difpofed or al¬ 
lotted by the Jea-water it felf, which being various and 
manifold (in ref pc ft of faltnefs) differs much in one place 
from another. 

For by hot); much the nearer the Sea*water is to the 
North, it contains fo much the lefs falt,fo that oftentimes 
it fcarcely holds the tenth or twelfth part of Salt . But 
the nearer it is to the South or the Eaft, it is inrfebed with 
fo much the more fait . For this reafon,in many places of 
the Eaft and Weft Indies, the fea aboundetb and fwel- 
loth with fo great a force of fait, that when it is fined 
up ly the vehement impetuofity of Tempefis, it caffs out 
with its furges a copious fpume or frothy feuni upon the 
Jhore, which being afterwards dried by the Rays of the 
Sun, the Inhabitants are went to nfe for the jalting of 
Flefh andFifit. Experience teacbcth, that in places of 
this forty four pounds of Sea-water yield one pound of fait, 
and the fertility of thofe Lands alfo indicates the great 
quantity of fait, which without any cultivation or hu¬ 
man labour, both Winter and Summer inrich the Inhabi¬ 
tants with moff excellent Fruits. But thofe Regions fci~ 
mated neat' the Arttick_ Pole, or North, do not enjoy fo 
great a fertility, becaufe they want the greater and more 
penetrating Beams of the Sun, and do not exhibit fo great 
a quantity of Salt, which is t he caufe of all fertility, ai d 
therefore thofe Redons are denied fo large and fpcntanecus 
a frttitfulnefs. 


Riches-and maffy Treafisres, which they will hope to find 
in this Treattfe, never dreaming that poor abjdl and 
contemptible,fait Jhould be fet before them, and therefore 
willfay, What is aU this noife about a handful of Salt ? 
Who could have thought that Glauber would have ditred to 
have given fitch a Title to Salt I But I earneflly require 
of thee, myFriendy that thou wouldff patiently read thofe 
things which in this Writing I have put before thine eyes , 
concerning Salt, and that thou wouldff accurately examine 
them, that thou maiff apprehend me to have written the 
pure and ffneere truth „ If they exceed the capacity of thy 
mind, and thou hafi not hitherto learned or under flood the 
fame from the Books of others y I would have thee to un¬ 
derff and that all men have not knowledge of all things, and 
that the Omnipotent GOD hath left many Sciences to 
Pofferity, which he hath hitherto concealed from the 
proud and haughty. Read over and over the true WrN 
tings of the ancient Philofophers, that thou maiff kpow, 
and throughly know, that thofe men who have fearched the 
moff intimate Penetrals of Nature, had fait in great eft is 
mation, to have indutlrioufly concealed its Myfieries and 
Arcanums from the ingrateful World, which now in thefe 
laff times are brought to light, for thee and all others, to 
be received as incomparable Gifts, with a grateful mind. 

therefore Reader bend thine Ears, and open thine Eyes, 
overgrown with blindnefs and darknefs, attend to thofe 
good things which I Jhall difeourfe to thee of fait 5 if thou 
Wilt make trial, and will fearch them throughly by an ac¬ 
curate examination, whether they agree with God, Nature 
and Truth, I doubt not, but thy mind will be enlightened 
With a great light, and thou wilt become as a man renova¬ 
ted \ biit if with a proud mind thou fhalt refufe to learn 
and underfiand thofe things, or fee ff or mock at them, thou 
fhalt be reckonedamongft thenumber of Fools, avd perpetu* 
ally abide in the fame, although Ariftotle himfelf, and 
all tbe Profeffors and Doctors Jhould fit upon thy long Afs = 
ears, and thou with the fame jhouldff endeavour as Afs 
with a fack^to cover thyfoolifh Pride and pioudfolly. It: 
is much better for a man to know many things,and me a fare 
or eflimate himfelf in his own way or manner, than to know 
nothing, and bear himfelf out with the Vain pride of his 
own ignorance. I have never ften any man end iwed with 
true knowledge, who hath preferred himfelf to others ; on 
\thc contrary, I have found very many, who bet nr fftrred 
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Up by envy, hatred , and inhumane malice, do nothing 
fooner or more readily , than infitlt and make a mockery at 
pious men, to whom the Divine Bounty hath granted his 
Gifts, and as it were, devour them with their Wolf-like 
Teeth, which diabolical wickednefs the Divine Juf ice in 


its own time will not fujfer to efcapc unpnnifhed. 

Thus much I was willing to fay to the proud Caviller ; 
now therefore attend to tho/e things which I jhall fpeak 
concerning Salt . 


A 

T R E A T I S 

. 1 

^ j 

OF THE 


Jiature of §>alts> & 



I. Of tie Nature of S A LT. 



\Hat it may be demonftrated in a Compen¬ 
dium, how many good things, as firft the 
Tranquility of our mind, the chiefcft 

_ Temporal Good, the Confervation of our 

Bodily Health, the great Riches and Treafures, and 
other things which are neceflary for humane ufe, are 
latent or hidden in the defpicable Body of Salt; in 
the firft place let us hear what our Saviour Chrift 
himfelf faith, who is the Truth, the Light, and the 
Life, in the Gofpelof St. Luke, Chap. 14 * Vcr. 34* 
and in Mark, Chap. 9- Ver. 50 - Salt (faith he) is a 
(rood thing . And in Luke, Chap. 18 . Ver. 19 . No man 
Yfaith he )« good, but God alone. But he calleth his 
Difciplcs the Salt of the Earth, and addeth, If the 
Earth wanteth fait, it is unprofitable, neither doth it bring 
forth Fruit. And Dung it fclf, without Salt, is of no 
ufe. This is as if he Ihould have faid, Salt is the 
moft noble thing of the whole World; and yet 
amongft Fools the moft abjedt and contemptible. Be 
ye like to this, and do the Will of God, and as Me¬ 
diators, lead Sinners to GOD,which otherwife cannot 
be done. J am your Head, your Mafler, and go before 
yon ■, tread ye in my footfieps, follow me, / am the 

Way, &c. . . 

But to return to Salt, we will hear the opinion of 
others concerning it: There is here no need to cite 
the Writings of Philofophers at length, feeing they 
arc at hand, and from them it may be manifeft to 
every man, that next after GOD, the Sun, and 
Fire, they have efteemed it the moft Noble Crea= 
ture, and have given to it Honours as it were Divine- 
ThcVleathens would not facrifice to their gods with¬ 
out Fire and Salt. If you read the Old and New 
Teftament, you (hall find that God himfelf hath com¬ 
manded to have regard to Sait- In the Gofpel of 
St. Mark .you (hall find that nil men arc to be feafo- 
ned or preferved by Fire, and-all facrifices with fait, 
and that the Lamp or Light upon the Altar was never 
to be put out, but to be kept in continual Burning. 


In the Cliriftian Church, this manner is ftill obfer- 
ved,that no Infant is baptized, without fome Light or 
Candle be prefent, and the Prieft iprinklcs a little 
fait upon the mouth of the Baptized, with thefe 
words, Receive the fait or feafoning of Wifdom ; as ifhe 
fhouldfay, Learn to underfiand and know God, and be 
not like the Beajl, which hath no under(landing. Thefe 
Ceremonies are obferved in fome places at this day.' 
The Greek Church baptizeth with lire and water, by 
that Rite indicating the Holy Ghoft to be like to fire, 
becaufe he warmeth the cold hearts of Men, enlive- 
neth them, and turncth them to GOD. God Him¬ 
felf calleth himfelf a confuming Fire ; and the Holy 
Ghoft hath alwaics appeared in the form of Fire, and 
(hewed Himfelf to the Difciplcs of Chrift in fiery 
Tongues. The Abyfini profefling the Chriftian Re¬ 
ligion in Africa, under the molt Potent King and 
Prieft Trester John, baptize with Fire and Water, and 
make a fign or mark in the Foreheads of the men 
which are baptifed, by Burning. In Ihort, there is not 
any man among the Heathens, Jews, Turks,and Chri- 
ftians, who doth not highly value Fire and Salt, of 
which notwithftanding he knoweth no more than a 
mad--man,orthan a Swine, or an Ox, or other irratio¬ 
nal. Beafts, which pafs their life without underftand- 
ing. But thefe two Creatures of God, to wit, Fire 
and Salt, are one and the fame in the foundation of 
Nature; for FireproducethSalt, and Salt is again 
converted into Fire, and Fire into Salt, fothat by a 
mutual convcrfion they are alwaies changed one in¬ 
to the other. Therefore Hermes the Father of 
Philofophers faith, That which is above, is as that 
which is below, and that which is below, as that which is 
above ; as you may read in his Smaragdine Table. The 
Sun or Fire is above, Salt is below, which is by an ea- 
fie way rendered combuftible, like the fun or fire; as' 
l have taught in many places of my Writings, and all 
Philofophers, with an unanimous confent, do confefs, 
that the greateft Secret lieth hidden in fire and fait. 
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Hence is the word Alchymy from fire and fait,which 
penetrate all things, and Fire is the Symbol of GOD, 
who hath alwaics exhibited himfelf to mortal eyes, 
in the form of Fire: But Salt is the Symbol of 
Eternity, inafmucli as it defendetli and preferveth all 
things from Corruption 

There are fome who determine the Evangelift?^” 
to have underftood Hennetick Philofophy and 
there is yet extant an Hymn, compofed andfung by 
the ancient Fathers, in honour of the fame Job in 
which occurr thefe words : Wbo maketb Gold of Rods 
or 7'rc/W.f, avd Gemms of Stoves. Neverthelefs 1 leave 
thofe things to every man’s judgment, and here 


1 

only fay this. That both Heavenly .and Earthly My* 
iteries were known to the Prophets and Apoftles. 

But although 1 have never taken in hand fo great a 
Philofophick Work, neverthelefs it is fo known to me 
from the Writings of the Prophets and Apoftles, and 
from the Light of Nature, that by comparing things 
Divine and Humane, 1 could eafily fubjeft it to the 
Eye, but that powet is not allowed me, and there-, 
fore I truft that no man will make an evil Interpreta¬ 
tion of what I have faid, feeing that thereby 1 aim 
at nothing but the glory of God, and the profit of 
my Neigh hour- 

There is no need for any man to feck many 
things from the Old and New Philofophers, feeing 
that by reading and confidcring the Divine Wri¬ 
tings of Mofes, the Prophets and Apoftles, he may 
obtain h.sdefire, and may without doubt, in them, 
find the Stone of Philofophersdeferibed, provided he 
fliall have but a little knowledge ofNature- I will 
fay no more, but that the infallible Truth occurrs 
in thofe. All thefe things are to be taken fo> 
that things Divine may be underftood in a Divine 
fence, and Natural things in an Elementary fence, 
without changing or mixing, feeing that they have 
no Communion among themfelves. 

But left it Ihould feenvtoany, to be abfurd, that 
St. Join the Evangelift Ihould make Gold ofSticks or 
Twiggs, and Gemms of Stones, as the faid Hymn 
teacheth, by an Art indeed great, and to be admi¬ 
red, 1 have thought it neceflary to open and (hew to 
the Unskilful by what meansthat might be done. 

In the firft place, this was pollible to St. John, as 
he was a man abundantly gifted with the Holy Spirit, 
and feafoned with the Salt of Wifdom, fo that he 
might perform this adion fupernaturally, as well as 
naturally, feeing that he was endowed by the holy 
Spirit, without all doubt he had alfo the natural Light 
in his pofieffion. 

But by which of thofe powers he effeded this, is 
not for us to know, nor doth it behove us to know. 
But becaufe few will believe that St .John wrought the 
fame by hatural means, and many not believing in 
Nature and Art, will only fay, that it could never be 
that Wood Ihould be tranfmuted into Gold, and 
Stones into Gemms. And although the later Ihould 
be in fome fort credible, by reafon of the alliance or 
likcnefs between Stones and Gemms, neverthelefs the 
former, by reafon of the great difagreement between 
Woods and Metals, inafmucli as they belong to di¬ 
vers Kingdoms, they objeft, exceeds all Belief, and 
other Objections of this fort, may be found among the 
Unskilful, by reafon of the external fpecies of place 
But fuch things are wont to move no admiration in 
Philofophers, much lefs any doubt, feeing thac they 
are not ignorant how great familiarity there is of 
the Vegetable Kingdom with the Mineral, both which 


have their Rife from the fame Subjects, viz.. Salt 
and Fire, which their Anatomy doth clearly demon- 
ftrate. And although this may exceed the Capacity 
of fome, yet it doth not thence follow that it is non 
true. If all things were to be fpoken truly and open¬ 
ly, I confefs there would be found a very final! 
number of thofe who rightly underftand Nature, 
feeing that almoft all men who have but frequented* 
a School for fome years, and obtained any thing of 
Latin, whether they underftand Nature, or are^ ig- 
norant of her, will betaken for Philofophers, traduce 
thofe Philofophers who are illuminated by the light 
of Nature, with ftrange Cavillings and wicked Lyes, 
every where fetting tofth themfelves by "heir own 
ignorance. Therefore it is no wonder that the Se¬ 
crets of Nature Ihould lie hid, and by the ignorant 
and unskilful of this fort be all taken for Fables and 
foolifh Whimfies, which their Sheeps Brains cannot 
reach. But who is able to cure this Evil ? Per- 
verfe manners are to be left with a perverfc World. 
But that. 1 may prove and demonftrate that it is not 
altogether impoilible for Art to tranfmute Wood 
into Gold, I will point out by what means it may be 
done- 

Firft, Then it is manifeft before all things, that all 
Wood and every Herb hath its original from a certain 
fulphureous fait, to which Metals alfo owe their Rife 
and greatly agree in fimilitude, and by an intimate 
agreement in the fame name; fo that how eafily a 
Mineral fuffereth it felf to be changed into a Vegeta¬ 
ble, and that again into a Mineral, I have fignified 
in other places of my Writings. Indeed if you (hall 
look upon the external difference of any Wood or 
Herb, and a Metal.it will indeed appear great; but 
being reduced to their firft matter, they will not dif¬ 
fer in any diferimination ; as is manifefted in my 
Conti?iuatten of Miraculum Mnndi. 

Therefore if the firft matter of Vegetables be ad¬ 
joined to any metallick feed, thisis hourilhed by that 5 
and again, if a metal be reduced to its firft matter,and 
any Vegetable feed put to it, that will be changed 
into a Vegetable ; which Experience hath often (hew¬ 
ed me. But if thofe two had not a great affinity with 
each other, they would not fo eafily admit of a mu¬ 
tual eonverfion one into the other; the feeds indeed 
differ between themfelves, but they agree in the firft 
matter, which appeareth thus: If a fulphureous fait, 
not corrofive.be mixed with fand, and moiftened' 
with water, and the feeds of divers Herbs fowed in it, 
for every feed doth thence attraifc its own nonrifh- 
roent, every one, according to its fpecies, producing 
its like, endowed with various colours, fmell, and 
proper tafte, powers, and virtues, all which proceed 
from one only fait, and are manifefted by the heat of 
the Sun, and the operation of the internal Archeus. 
But to make the matter more dear, it is to be known 
that the principals of Vegetables are Water, Salt,and 
Sulphur, from which alfo Metals take their original, 
and not from running Mercury, as many think. For 
that Argent-vive , in its own peculiar nature, is alfo a 
metal arifing from the fame three principles, from 
which the other metals, and all Vegetables draw their 
original; w, from Water, Salt, and Sulphur, which 
their Anatomy maketh manifeft- Here the rout of 
Unskilful men will take Counfel to refel this my opi¬ 
nion, inafmuch as ic will feem worthy of credit to 
few. But the caufc ofthis incredulity is the rudenefs 
and unskilfulnefs ofmen of this fort, who having no 
Experience in Natural things,nor in no wife enlighte- 
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red by the Light of Nature, arc blinder than a 

Mole. " „ . . , 

Thofc things which hitherto I have fo often, ana 
with fo many words inculcated, the fame 1 here re* 
peat and affirm, to wit, That a Metal may be conver¬ 
ted into a Vegetable, and that again into a Metal, 
and that no Vegetable is found, from which a natural 
and yellow Sulphur, in all things like to the Mineral, 
may not be prepared ; and this Sulphur prepared of 
any Vegetable, if it be adjoined to any fixed metallick 
Sulphur, it is maturated by the fame, into a metal, 
yet not without a medium j as 1 have often indicated 
in my Writings, and that medium 1 have faid to be 
Salt. Therefore whofoever knoweth how to adjoin 
any immature fulphur, whether Vegetable or Mine¬ 
ral, to any ripe Metal, the fixed and conftant fulphur 
of Gold and Silver, will be nouriffied and encreafed 
by the Vegetable or Mineral fulphur, not fixed,- and 
will tranfmute that into the fpecies and property of 
the other, as the Ferment ffiall be white or red, in like 
manner as the feed of any Vegetable doth. So gold 
and filver may be made of a fulphiireous fait, accor¬ 
ding to any ones will, which nevcrthelefs requires a 
due'time,feeing thatatranfmutation ofthisfort is per¬ 
fected gradually,and byadue heat,asalfo inthepropa* 
gation of Vegetables &Mineralsit is wont to be done. 
From thefe things it appears, that this Tranfmutation 
is the meer Work of Nature, which many Experi¬ 
ments which 1 have made, and yet am able to make, 
do evidently demonftratc •, therefore there is no rea- 
fon why fuch things ffiould feem fo wonderful or ab- 
furd to any. 

Whether St. John performed the Tranfmutation of 
which we have fpoken,by the help of any natural Art, 
or whether he did the fame by a Divine Power, we 
will not here difpute -, but let it fuffice to have demon- 
ftrated that fuch things may be performed by a natu¬ 
ral reafon. 

For when Wood, Bread, or piece ofa Bone ; or al- 
fo any Herb ffiall be adjoined to its own fait, in due 
manner of Art, and reduced to its firft matter, that 
fait tranfmuteth the Flower, Bread, Wood, or Herb 
into a fulphureous fait, which encreafeth the growing 
faculty of Vegetables and Minerals. A fait of this 
fort being mixed with a fmall quantity of white Flint 
reduced to powder, and melted in a ftrong Fire, will 
give a red and pellucid Hone or glafs, which if it be 
kept long in the Fire, it turneth green, and at length 
black, like a Coal, and acquired) fo great hardnefs, 
that it may be cut and poliffied after the manner of 
other precious Hones. Here the defirous of Art may 
fee, that by one and the fame way, and in one and 
the fame time, that Gold may be prepared of Wood, 
and fair and pellucid Hones, of various colours, of 
white Flints. But that the Eyes of the ftudious of 
Divine and Natural things, may be the better opened, 
I will more clearly expound what the firft matter is. 

Therefore, as to this firft: matter, of which we here 
fpeak,that of it Metals no lefs than Vegetables may 
be brought forth, it is to be known how eafily it may 
be prepared by the help of Fire, and of a certain Salt 
not corrofive, of Metals, Vegetables, and Animals, 
and indeed fofwiftly,that in the fpace of three hours 
a piece of Bread, Fleffi, or of any Metal, may be tranf- 
muted into a ffilphureous falc. T he fame thing alfo 
happenethin theftomachs ofMenand Beafts.in which 
the Vegetables and Animals which are eaten, are con- 
fumed in the fpace of 24 hours, and tranfmuted into 
that fulphureous fait from which they have drawn 


their Rife. But Metals being too fixed and compact, 
thofe ftomachs have no Jurisdiction over them, inaf- 
much as they are not able to reduce them to their firft 
matter, except the fame were fo reduced before, and 
fo ffiould come into the ftomach, opened by a radical 
folution, and fo are digefted and confumed like Ani¬ 
mals and Vegetables. But what need is there of the 
help of humane ftomachs to perform fuch things, fee¬ 
ing that Operations of this fort may be perfected by 
the help of Fire and Art- A moift putrefaction with* 
out the help of Fire, performeih the fame thing in 
Vegetables and Animals, in a long Procefs of time j 
but in Metals very difficultly, and not except in a very 
longtime. Neither are humane Stomachs themfelvcs 
alike potent, in reducing every Vegetable to its firft 
.matter, inafmuch as they exercife their power only 
upon thofe Vegetables which by a due Preparation 
are firft rendered fit to be digefted and concoCted 
by the ftomach, and reduced to their firft matter. 
For firft they are boiled, roafted, or prepared by fome 
other way, becaufe thofe things which are admitted 
into the Body, contrary to humane Nature, exercife 
nothing but venomous Operations. By a like reafon 
Metals and Minerals refufetobe brought to their firft 
matter in a humane Stomach, feeing that the ftomach 
cannot fuffer them, as being averfeto humane Nature, 
,but ejeCts them as a certain Venome , not without 
great peril of Life. Here 1 except Gold, which Me¬ 
tal only, being firft rightly prepared, doth not refufe 
reduction into its firft matter in the ftomach of Man; 
neverthelefs Art doth it more eafily and readily. He 
who knoweth not this Artificial Reduction, muft be 
content with the Natural, which neverthelefs is not 
defirable, by reafon of the toil, ftink, and length of 
time which it requires. For which reafon it is of lefs 
account than the artificial. Some of the ancient 
Philofophers have indeed (notwithout reafon) ufed 
the Dungs of Animals, by reafon of the incredible 
Virtues which they poflefs. But bccaufe we have 
better and fitter Medicaments at hand, not without 
reafon we omit thofe, and leave them to them who 
labour under the want of better ; which happeneth 
to Country people, who being remote from Cities 
and Medicines, are wont to ufe Dungs in various Dj- 
feafes inftead of Medicines. They purge the Bodies 
of Boys and Girls with Moufe - dung, Horfe- 
dung, and Goofe-dung, being diffolved in Wine or 
Beer, and ftrained through a Linen Cloth, they ufe 
in curing the Falling-ficknefs by Sweat. In the Cure 
of an Eryfipelus , or Burns, ox Scalds , they ufe Hoggs- 
dung ; and in all kind of Swellings Sheeps-dung; in a 
Quinfey white Doggs-turd, or Humane dung, as alfo 
to other Difeafes of the Neck, which the rude and 
ignorant are wont to drink againft various inward 
and outward defects of the humane Body. 

I remember once to have feen an admirable Cure 
done in a moment by the help of humane dung, in a 
certain, long, and tedious Difeafe,which it plainly and 
fwiftly removed, drawing thofe into admiration who 
were ignorant of the reafon of fo fwift a Cure.He that 
underftandeth the nature and properties of Dung,will 
eafily perfwadc himfelf,that wonderful things may be 
effected by the fame. The reafon is ready, becaufe 
humane Dung is nothing elfe but Bread and Fleffi, re¬ 
duced into their firft matter, all their Bonds being 
loofcncd,and rendered fit for the exercifing of their 
Virtues; and from humane Dung is elicited, without 
any great difficulty, a natural Burning, and like to Mi¬ 
neral Sulphur, of which being mixed with Coals and 
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Salt-petrc, Gunpowder is wont to be made ; as alfo 
a certain Salt, not much unlike the Sal Enixitm of 
Paracelfus. And both thofc, to wit, that Sulphur, 
and that Salt, the Humane dung containcth in it fclf; 
the which may put forth their wonderful Virtues, by 
admirable Operations, I think may be doubted by no 
man. Put a piece of Gold for a time into Humane 
dung, and afterwards cleanfe it by walhing, you fhall 
find it equally yellow, asif ithadlainina Lixivium, 
in which common Mineral Sulphur had been diflolved. 
And that yellownefs adhering to the Gold for rather 
Silver, for the better difltnttion^ is but the Vegitable or 
Animal Sulphur ariling from the Food which the Man 
hath eaten. 

This I fay is the caufe that the Dungs of Men and 
Bealls produce fo great cfFedls, which Bread and 
Flefh other wife cannot produce, befbrethey arc redu¬ 
ced into their firft matter. Neverthelefs, I do not 
therefore admit them of value in Medicine, but only 
(hew whence they have their Virtues of refilling Di= 
feafes, that by this means I may aflert Vegitables, A- 
nimals, and Minerals do highly exercife their Vir¬ 
tues, when they return to their firft matter, not that 
it is at all neceflary to be done in the Stomachsof Ani= 
mals, feeing that the Operation of the fire alone 
ferveth for this reduftion. 

In what manner foever this firft matter be made, 
whether by tlie Stomachs of Animals, or by the O- 
peration of fire, there is no great difference, only 
that which is made by fire is purer, and not fo (link¬ 
ing, as that which is done by the Stomachs of Ani¬ 
mals, although in gilding of Silver, they are found 
to be equal, and obtain a fulphurous nature. And 
lienee it appears, that there lies hid in Bread, and in 
Flefh, a fugacious and fpiritual Gold. And for this 
reafon I conclude, that in all things of the World 
born of Salt, and brought to Maturity by the heat of 
the Sun, there is necellarily recondcd a fugacious Vo= 
latile, and fpiritual Gold, yet in greater quantity in 
one fubjedl than another, but not manifefted till the 
body containing it, by the help of art, returneth to 
its firft matter. 

The which Art, feeing that it is ont of the reach of 
Rufticks, it is but reafonable, that they fhould make 
ufe of Dungs, without any ill interpretation. For in 
the greater, and more powerful Virtues to be produ¬ 
ced, Dungs are found more potent than thofe things 
from which they proceed. Bread, Wine, Flelh, and 
the like things deftinated for the nourilhment of the 
Body, are not Medicines, butonly-Nutriments,from 
which, after an Animate Body hath feparated its Ali¬ 
ment, that which is. left, obtaineth Medicinal Powers 
and Virtues •, and did I not fear that this dungy dif- 
courfe fhould lead me too far from my purpofe, I 
could declare things to be admired of Dungs. For 
Metals alfo being prepared but once by the help of A- 
nimals, may be wonderfully Converted, and reduced 
to their firft matter, although it is in no wife neceffa- 
ry that we fhould take that way of doing it, feeing 
that an eafier and better way is at hand, than that by 
the help of Animals. But he that is ignorant of this 
artificial Convcrfion, mull be content with theother, 
till the teachings of experience, fhall bring him to bet¬ 
ter things. 

That incredible Virtues are hidden in the Dungs of 
Animals, Paracelfus at fomc time declared, in the pre= 
fence of fome Noble-Men, to fome Unskilful Phyfi- 
cians, who being moved with anger, departed,think¬ 
ing themfelves to be highly reproached by Paracelfus , 


becaufe they had asked of him fome great Medicinal 
Secret, and he had let before them Humane 
Dung. But without doubt, he would have fhewed 
them great Secrets hidden in fucli a matter, which 
exceeded their dull Capacities, but not the incompa; 
rablc Ingcny of Paracelfus , who without doubt had 
revealed to them thofe Secrets which himfclf had 
found, had they not gone away from him with wrath 
and Indignation. 

In another place of his Writings, he faith in ex- 
prefs words, that he that knovveth not his own Dung, 
knoweth nothing at all, and is a blind Afs, to whom 
nothing of Heaven and Earth is manifeft; which 
words do plainly prove Paracelfus to have been able 
to perform many things with Dung. But this 1 af¬ 
fect, that this my Tranfmutation, and Converfion of 
things into their firft matter, doth far excel that 
which is done by Dungs, in as much as being endowed 
with a greater efficacy, it appeareth not in the fpccies 
of E)ung, but of a Sulphureous Salt, and may com- 
modioufly be ufed by all Men, and in all Difeafes. Its 
Virtues are not reftrained to any particular Difeafc, 
but operate generally, not only in all Humane Difea¬ 
fes, but alfo in all Infirmities and Defedls of Vegeta¬ 
bles and Minerals, as I have (hewed in other places of 
my Writings. What I have here fpoken of Dungs, 
I would not have any think that I have done it to the 
end that I would have them ufed in Medicine, but for 
this reafon, that I might fliew the great difference be*> 
tween an Herb as brought forth by the Earth, and 
that which being firft digefted, the Animal Stomach 
hath freed from its Bonds, and reduced it to the ope¬ 
ration of its hidden Virtues: The which i have very 
clearly proved by the Dungs of Animals. Therefore 
the expert and learned Phyfician, fetting afide all 
Dungy Medicines, may by the Spagyrick Art, reduce 
his Herbs to their firft matter, that is a Sulphurous 
Salt,' and may perform by Salts of this fort, more 
and greater things, than by the unprofitable, and de¬ 
flate of all Virtue,Barks, Shells, and empty Husks, 
which a multitude of Phyficiansareaccnftomcd to nfc 
at this day. I have thought fit to expofc to the light 
thefe few things,concerning the firft matter of things, 
and Dungs, which are not diftinguifhed, by any great 
difference: But let us return to the matter it felt," and 
fee how fairly the light of Nature fhincth from the 
Divine Light. 

As God formed the firft Man Adam of the Earth,’ 
and breathed into him a living Soul, and placed him 
in Paradifc, and the Devil withdrew him from God, 
and Precipitated him into Eternal Damnation, ufing 
theScrpcnt as,a Mediator: Soalfo,Man who fell from 
his Creator, being deceived by Satan, by the Divine 
Serpent and Mediator, to wit, JcfusChrift,was again 
to be reconciled to God, which could no etherwife 
be done, and God permitted it fo to conic to pafs, 
who otherwife might have bridled the Devil, fo that 
he could not have feduc’d a Man, and alfo could have 
kept Satan himfelf in his Angelical Eftate, that he 
fhould have had no hatred againft God or Man. Now 
this Philofophick Elementary Secret may be compa= 
red, in all points, to the Heavenly Miftery. For if the 
Elementary Sun, in the feparation made by God, in 
which he lifted himfelf on high from the rude and 
formlefs Chaos, had not ejefted his earthly and cor¬ 
ruptible Sulphur, and fent it down to the Abyfs of the 
Earth, the Rays of the Sun, when they now penetrate 
the Earth, would not be hindered to Communicate 
with the Solar Progeny or Iflue, fo that the Bowels of 
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the Earth would produce nothing but Gold } and the 
other Metals, viz.. Iron, Lead, Tin, Copper, &c. 
fliould not be, which neverthclefs are brought forth 
impure owing their received impurity to that impure, 
(linking, and earthly Sulphur, which ismixed with a 
Metallick Body in the Bowels of the Earth. 

But to help Metals infected with a Sulphur of this 
fort, that they may become like to Gold, as the Son 
of the true Sun, it is neceflary that Sol fliould humble 
his Son, to wit Gold, and fuftcr him to put on a Sa-- 
line nature,whereby he may become the Medium of re¬ 
ducing radically the imperfe&Metals to perfedion-Salt 
is the only Medium of reconciling Gold to common 
Sulphur, and of making of it a Tindure,changing the 
imperfed Metals into perfed, of which all the Phi- 
lofophers, whom few underftand, have written fo 
clearly. 

Concerning this matter I have written very clearly 
inaTreatife, which I lately publifhed, describing a 
Saline Water, or Aumm Potabile , which certainly 
containeth a great Miftery, although very many can 
neither underftand or believe it. For becaufe it whoh- 
ly tingetli Mercury, it cannot be a folution of com* 
mon Gold, bccaufc no Water, nor no Liquor prepa¬ 
red of Corporal Gold it felf, can give to Mercury a 
conftant Tindure. It may indeed be done that Gokl 
diflolved, may adhere to argent vivc , or that to Gold, 
fo that both may pafs together into a white Arnal- 
gama: But that fuch an Amalgama fhould become yel¬ 
low and hard,or the Argent vive tranfmuted intoGold, 
will never happen, although it fliould be digeftedor 
coded an hundred years in fuch a Golden folution. 
For the fnowy whitenefs of Mercury never fuffereth 
it felf to be tinged or coloured by common Gold, 
but is obedient to any tinging and coagulating Sul¬ 
phur, concerning which in the Appendix to the Con¬ 
tinuation of MiracuUm Mnndi, more things are de¬ 
clared. Let thefe few words be well examined, in 
which will be found a great Miftery i to wit the whole 
Philofophick work it felf, provided the light of Na¬ 
ture fhall a little Ihinc. Neverthelefs this is not fo ef¬ 
ficacious, as that it can reveal fuch Mifteries to a Man 
who wants Venus to open his Eyes, with which he 
may behold the light of Nature. For without God, 
there is no light, and without light, no life, no tln- 
derftanding nor Wifdom; Obfcurity is Death, and 
Death Eternal Deflxudion. 

Salt fpeaketh thus of it felf; Jam fre and life, and 
noCombuftible Sulphur can be made Gold } except I le the 
Mediator. Salt is the only Medium between Com- 
buftible and Corrupt Sulphur, or the imperfed Me¬ 
tals, and Gold. The pcrnicions Sulphur or Satan, 
which lieth hid in lean Death, isfirft to be vanquifhed 
and overcome in Hell, then arifinga Glorified Body, 
it occupieth its Royal Throne, and Converted) the 
Difeafie Metals into Gold. 

But to delay the Reader, burning with a define of 
Divineand Humane Myfteries, no longer, I will de= 
feribe the whole Operation in a Philofophick manner, 
briefly, clearly, and truly, as 1 have oftentimes done 
it with my hands, but never yet, by reafon of vari¬ 
ous Obftacles have brought it to a due perfedion. 

To the common Salt of the Earth well jdeanfed, 
adjoin a Ten eftrial Sulphur in a due weight, the m- 
jeded Raysof the Sun being firft received by the Salt; 
the Salt and Sulphur will fight in Hell fo long, until 
the Saltovercometh the Devil and Death, and arifeth 
a Glorified Body, by which its fick Brethren are to be 
Cured, or Converted into Gold. 


This is the whole Operation, in which nothing is 
omitted, but the weight, and the name of Satan or 
Death. But the name of the Salt I have already 
manifefted, and nothing here remains, but that I 
fhould exprefs the name of Satan and Death, which 
for the Glory of God and Profit of my Neighbour, I 
will not conceal. 

The Death and Devil of all Metals, is that Combu- 
ftiblc Sulphur, which having its feat in all things, is 
equally in Vegitables, Animals, and Minerals- Con¬ 
join Salt and burning Sulphur, and caufe them to fight 
until the life (that is Salt) fhall overcome and fwal- 
low up the burning Sulphur, which is Death, and 
from both will proceed a Glorified Body, like a fair 
Ruby, or pellucid and red Carbuncle, by which the 
Difeafes of Men and Metals may be cured -In this man¬ 
ner of operating, delivered in few words, lieth hid a 
miftery of great moment, which one of a thoufar.d 
will fcarce underftand, and by reafon of the vilenefs 
of the matter, it will be to many ofFcnfive, and con¬ 
temptible. But we will have no regard to Fools, blind* 
ed with their own folly and madnefs, who feek good 
where it is not to be found, and neither do nor will 
know it when put before their eyes. If after a So- 
phiftical manner I fhould have propofed fomc Chy- 
mical Operation with a long and tedious Circumflance 
of words, I make no doubt, but the blind World 
would more readily have received it, than alhortand 
compendious way of operating of this fort: Whence 
Sendivogius , and other true Philofophcrs, have not 
faid without caufe, that if the true manner of Ope¬ 
rating fliould be revealed to any man, neverthclefs, 
by reafon of the vilenefs of the matter, it would 
not be believed. For this reafon, fome will objeft; 

I pray what good is like to be in fo vile and abjeeft a 
thing as Salt ? And when was Sulphur wont to be 
made Gold ? Hence alfo, they neither will nor can 
believe the truth. 

But that I may clearly prove, that there are Secrets 
hidden in Salt and Snlphur, it behoveth, that 1 ma- 
nifeft thofc things more largely. Salt is the Symbole 
of Eternity, feeing that it is not diminifhed nor al= 
tered, neither by Fire, Air, Water, or Earth, but 
preferveth all things for a longtime from Corruption. 
It is a thing well known, and convcrfant in the fight of 
all the World, and is a help to all other things, yet 
wants not the help of any thing- Burning Sulphur is 
the Symbole of Death, and the true Infernal Devil, 
which no Element, nor any otherthing (one Salt ex¬ 
cepted) is able to vanquifh and overcome. For al¬ 
though Sulphur not yet freed from its Bonds, being 
furely kept in its Prifon fliould fuftcr it felf for many 
years to be tortured by the fire, yet would it not re¬ 
ceive any fcnfible mutation, nor any lofs of weight, 
provided there be no open pafl'age for its Exit. By 
the like reafon, if it fliould abide an hundred years, 
in the Air or Water, yet it would in no wife putrifie. 
Salt only overcometh it, and changeth it into a Car¬ 
buncle \ 1 fay into a Carbuncle, fo called, becaufe Ali¬ 
ning with a pellucid rednefs, it ftieweth like a burning 
Coal, and for its excellency may be accounted among 
Precious Stones. It is found by few, but they who 
have it in pofteflion, hide it, nor do they expofe it to 
Sale like Diamonds, or other Gemms. It is not dig* 
gedoutof rough Mountains, as others, but is fought 
by Prayers to God, and acquired by the Labour of 
the Hands. 

But why do I fay fo much ? Seeing that I have al¬ 
ready exceeded my due limits, yet 1 know, that what 
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1 have faid will exceed the capacity and nnderftanding 
of the Impious. But that no man Ihould doubt, that 
fait and fulphur are molt noble Creatures, although 
very lightly eftecraed, I will prove that fait is the 
beginning and end of At things. In the Creation of the 
World fait was firft made, from which afterwards the 
four Elements proceeded, fo that by the Philofophcrs 
fait is called The Center of the Elements concentrated ; 
and by the fame reafon, by which it was the firft, it 
Hill is, and remained) the laft. All things arile from 
fait, and after they are deftroyed by death, do again 
return into the fame. Et fal tbefanros grandes Cr fpfli- 
det ignis. In Salt and Fire are contained great Treajnres. 
Saltis Fire, and Fire is Salt, and they contain in them-- 
felves a third thing, to wit, an hidden Spirit. When 
the moft Omnipotent Creator had pronounced the 
word Fiat , 3nd had created fait, the Cb.m was after- 
tvards parted or divided into fourjiortions, and divers 
feats or places afligned to each, and alfo eat h had its 
Name given to it; which being done, the Elements 
took their beginning,inftituting in thcmfelvcs mutual 
actions, and ordaining their generations. The molt 
pure and fubtile part becamethcTirmamer.t, and gave 
the S un, Moon, and Starsthc more grofsand heavy, 
joined together into a ma r s of Earth, and like feces 
or dreggs, occupied the Ioweft place. The watery 
and airy Portions cncompafs the Terrene Globe. 

Now when the fuperiour or fiery part, with the 
Stars operate and iinmit their powers upon the lower 
part or Sea, the Water is rendered pregnant, or as it 
were with young, and generateth Salt without inter- 
mifiiion. But left this continual generation of Salt, ef¬ 
fected by the operation of Fire, Ihould be produced in 
the Sea or Water only, and the reft of the Elements 
Ihould be idle, God hath alfo given to each of thefe its 
proper Gift, viz., to the Air, that it Ihould receive the 
feed fent from the Stars, and communicate it to the 
Water; to the Water, that it Ihould diftribute the 
received feed through the paflages and clefts of the 
Earth, that fo by this reafon Minerals and ‘Metals 
of every kind might.as well be produced within the 
earth, as all kinds of Herbs, Fruits,and Trees, without 
it in the fuperficies, ferving for thenutriment-,encreafe 
and multiplication of Animals. This thing is wit- 
nefl’ed by daily Experience ; for if the Sea Ihould not 
difpgrfe its fait through the earth, fo many excellent 
Minerals could in no wife exift in its bowels, neither 
in its fuperficies could not fo many and fo great Trees 
nor fo various and manifold Herbs, and fuch divers 
forts of Grafs, be brought forth. For as much Salt 
as Vegetables draw to the external fuperficies, and 
Minerals to the inward bowels, fo much the Sea or 
Salt-water reftoreth to them,fo that the Earth may 
never labour under a want of its fait, of w hich the 
Indigent are to be rendered partakers. For if the 
Sea Ihould not provide for the Globe of the Earth a. 
continual nourifiiment, the Earth it felf being defti- 
tute of the fame, would not be able to afford a due 
aliment and encreafe ro other things. For a Cheft 
which is continually exhaufted by taking out, and 
nothing put in, at length being empty, retained; no¬ 
thing. But bccaufc the wife Providence of God hath 
appointed that the Terene Globe, without intermi- 
tion, Ihould be fertile in bringing forth good Fruit for 
the nourifhment of Mankind, necefiity requireth that 
a perpetual aliment fliould be afforded to the Earth, 
from the Sea, for which end the Stars never ceafe in 
animating the Air and Water with their influences, 
that the Elements, by mutual helps, might fuccour 
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one another, and r.o flop or hinderance fhould be put 
to the courfe of Nature. For if one Element only 
reft, and ceafe to perform its office, the other would 
alfo ceafe from working, and fall into fuch a Reft. 

Except the Stars Ihould generate Salt, and the 
Water receiving it, Ihould difperfe it through the 
Earth, by what means fhould it come to pafs, thatany 
thing Ihould be brought forth, grow, and encreafe ? 
I he whole Orb of the Earth would ac length grow 
dry, andperiih, which neverthelefs by the perpetual 
acccfs of fait, never intermitteth, but is encreafed 
and fuftained. 

There is no Stone which can want Salt, which ar- 
guethSalt to be its beginning and nourifhment, and 
that thofe Mountains, in which is a great quantity of a 
faline nutriment, do grow and encreafe thereby, as 
receiving it in a plentiful manner from the neareft fea. 
This is no where more eafily to be found, than in thofe 
places in which the Mountainous Coafts are very fer= 
tile and fruitful in Metals, for the acquiring cfwhich 
the Rocks are to be digged through with holes in 
height or depth, affording a commodious going in 
and out. But when in places of this fort all the Me¬ 
tals are dug out, or the mctallick Veins are broken 
off (& loft) from the tranfvcrfc Walls,or fides,or alfo 
from the Hiding or dropping Waters, they are rende¬ 
red unprofitable ; and for that reafon fuch a Mountain 
is to be defected ; nevcrthclefs it doth not ceafe to 
grow, and indeed as well the Stones as the Metals, ha¬ 
ving their feat in it. Whence it is wont to happen, 
that thofe holes or paffages abovementioned, through 
which one might have walked upright, in a long pro- 
cefs oftime, do fogrow together,and become fo little 
andftrait, that he who dedres to go into the moft 
intimate Penetrals, muft ftoop even to the ground. 
This is to be underftood of fuch forts of Stones as a- 
bound with fait, for places not paffable by fait, are 
found to be fit neither for the generation of Stones,or 
of other things, as alfo thofe which refufe to admit 
Water : ForWatcr is the Vehicle which carrieth Salt 
through the whole Globeof the Earth, and by it dif- 
perfeth its nourifiiment, as the Air is the Receptacle 
of the Aftral feed, of which the Water is to be rende¬ 
red a partaker. 

Thofe things which I here write, altho’ they may 
feem to be vile, and of finall moment, neverthelefs 
they are moft true,and cannot be rendered more clear¬ 
ly and truly by any man. And altho’ the fame might 
lie propofed by a more prolix defeription, yet there 
is no need of that prolixity, when all things may be 
delivered morecompendioufiy. 

Neverthelefs, that I may as yet confirm by a clearer 
demonftration, that the Life of the whole World is 
Salt, and that of it all things take their original,! will 
bring for witnefs the Uni verfal Opinion of all the Phi- 
lofophers unanimoufly affecting,That all things being 
reduced into their firft matter, return into fait ; from 
which Saying it followcth, that they have taken their 
beginning from Salt; and this Argument can be rcfel- 
led by no man. 

Now fome man may fay, How (hall I be fure of 
this ? or, By what reafon may all things be reduced to 
their firft matter ? To obtain the knowledge of thofe 
Labours and Operations, it behoveth thee by expe¬ 
rience to go to clear Philofophers and Chymifts, be= 
caufe 1 intend not at.the prefent to treat of operations 
of this kind. Every Countryman taketh notice of the 
Work of Nature, who feeth daily, that every Herb, 
every Wood, every Man, and every Animal,after that 









Part L 



Of the 'Nature 


it hath attained its end by Death, paffeth by putrefa- 
faction into afulphureous fait, hidden indeed in a pu¬ 
trefied Dung, but unknown to him, although with the 
fame he dungeth his poor and barren Land wanting 
fait, and rendereth it tat and fertile. As long as the 
Herb, Wood, and Animal enjoyeth its own vital Air, 
it doth not difmifs its fait by which it is prefervcd,bnt 
fuperfluous feces. But as foon as death hath taken 
away the vital Air, and dilfolved the Vinculum or 
Bond, the reft of the parts can no longer fubfift, every 
one going out to that place whence it proceeded.Rain 
dillolveth the fait, and by all Rivers carrieth it back 
to its Mother the Ocean, from whence it had come 
forth •, the fpirit is attrafted by the ftars; the ear¬ 
thy matter remaineth in the Earth, to which it oweth 
its Rife. For the Fruits of the Earth do not obtain 
this univerfal nourifhment from the Sea, by right of 
Inheritance, but they take it only as a profitable Ali¬ 
ment, given them to enjoy as long as they live ; after 
death, the univerfal Mother, to wit, the Sea, taketh it 
back, and beftoweth it upon others which Ihe hath ac¬ 
commodated to it. If thou haft a mind to make trial 
of this thing by another way, burn any Herb, Wood, 
Stone, or Animal in the Fire, for fo whatfoever is fpi- 
ritual flieth into the air, and the fait will remain in the 
allies, to be extra&ed with water', and feparated from 
the dead earth- Salt therefore in all things is the he, 
arming and the end, and moft worthy, which is accu¬ 
rately to be noted, inafmuchas it is that which con- 
taineth great myfteries and fecrets. 

He that is ignorant ofthefe things, deferveth not to 
be called a Philofopher, but rather a proud Afs,know-- 
ingand maintaining nothing but danders and calum¬ 
nies with which, to conceal his own ignorance, he 
cavilleth at the Truth, and bringeth it into contempt. 
The Ancients were not ignorant of the excellent Vir¬ 
tues hidden in fait, fothat many of the Philofophcrs 
have thought that fomething Divine was hidden in 
fait, and therefore they have exprefly written, that 
the knowledge of God can be drawn from nothing 
more clearly than from Fire and Salt. Therefore 
they at all times adjoined to their Sacrifices and Al¬ 
tars Fire and Salt, as Symbols of God and Immorta¬ 
lity- They were afraid to touch any Fire or any Salt 
with unwalhcn hands, left they fliould draw the Divine 
Wrath upon themfelves, if they fhould defile thofe 
moft noble Creatures with impure hands: They fwore 
by Salt and Fire, not ufing any greater Oath; and 
in any matter to be fearched out by a diligent exami¬ 
nation, they propofed to the interrogated Salt and 
Bread,that fo he (hould witnefs the truth;, whence 
perhaps came that Proverb, Salem & Menfam , non vio~ 
labis. Our Saviour .Chrift is called The Salt of Wif- 
dom. In holy Baptifm, the Pricft putting a little Salt 
to the mouth of the Infant,is wont to add thefe words,' 
Receive the Salt of Wtfdom ; which cuftom, with the 
burning of Wax-Candles, alwaies adjoined in Bap¬ 
tifm, that Chrift might be remembred to be the light 
of the world, is now in many places abrogated by In¬ 
novations ; fo that it is to be feared, if the world 
fliould continue long, the matter would come to that 
pafs, that it would alfo be prohibited to name the 
very Name of Chrift. For truly it is already come 
to that boldnefs, as to prohibit the Celebration of our 
Saviour’s Nativity, under the injunction of a certain 
penalty. O the miferable condition of Chrifiendom at 
this day! 

Chrift himfelf calleth his Difciplcs the Light of the 
lVorld y and the Salt if the Earth , Luk. 19.9. Salt and 


Water, by Faith and Baptifm unite God and Man ; fo 
alfo fixed Gold and combuftible fulphur are copulated 
by the help of fait and water, which thing, although 
it may feem impoffible, neverthelefs it is very well 
known totrue Chymifts; forwhen they are minded to 
feparate melted Gold and Silver, they are wont to in- 
jedt a little fulphur, which interceding between both 
like a Partition wall, disjoineth the gold and filver,by 
reafon of the enmity which it hath with the gold, dif- 
agreeing with the fulphur by fo great an antipathy, 
that it can at no time fuffer it. Neverthelefs fait 
and water take away this Enmity, reducing both into 
favour with each other, no otherwife than Chrift the 
Salt of Wifdom,and the Divine Light, as a Mediator, 
rcconcileth the filthy linncrtoGocJ. 

Chrift faith in certain places, fait is good , or it is a 
good thing: When the Earth wanteth fait, being dead, 
it bringeth forth no„Fruit; the fame is Dung, when 
deftituteof fait. 

Here I have the eternal Truth Himfelf my Wit¬ 
nefs, reproving my impious Farnnerian Enemies, who 
endeavour to refel my Miracnlum Aland's with their 
falfe Calumnies and Cavils. In which Book I have 
demon!!rated by moft manifeft: Arguments, that the 
Earth is rendered fat and fertile, not by Dung, but 
the Salt which is in it. Thefe Calumniators being 
convicted by the true teftimony of this witnefs of 
their lhameful Lyes, nmft without doubt bridle their 
venomous Tongues, and for time to come, ccafe to 
tear me with their favage Tceth- The Truth may in¬ 
deed be prt fled, but never quite horn down ; for G O D at 
length will bring it to light, although forfome time it 
may be prefled and perplexed by Satan the Father of 
Lyes, and its capital enemy. 

In another place Chrift faith, None is good but God. 
Alfo in another place, 5 .r/r is good. This is truly a moft 
efficacious teftimony, and famous praife, by which 
Salt is extolled. 

Salt is alfo taken for Underftanding and Wifdom, 
and forthat reafon a rude and ignorant man is called 
dull and inlipid, and in the fame fence a fpecch is faid 
to be unfavory or witlefs, as if having nothing offalr, 
it were unhandfome and ftupid; whence the vulgar 
Proverbs are wont to fay, How heavy and infipid is 
this man ? How dully and unfavourily doth he fpeak ? 
Alfo thatufual faying, That which relijheth, nounjktb - 
and fo on the contrary, where there is no favour* 
there is alfo no nourifhment. There is nothing can 
be brought forth in the nature of things, without the 
medium of fait; yea,Man himfelf is not born with¬ 
out the Sun, Man, and Salt. Therefore a certain Phi¬ 
lofopher faith very appofitely, The vigour offait is 
fiery, and of a Celefiial Original. The fun and fait are 
the Parents of all things, which procreate all things, 
and without which nothing is procreated ; . Bread and 
Flefh, which arefeafoned with fait, afford more Vir¬ 
tues than all other Foods which are notfalted- Salt 
being added to Wine in its fermentation, rendereth it 
ftrongcr and fweeter. 

NB. That neverthelefs thefaltherefpokenofought 
not to be common and vulgar fait,which doth not give 
agoodrelifli to Wine. Empty Hogfheads may indeed 
be purged by common fait dilfolved in warm water,fo 
that every ill tafte or fniell may be drawn out, and the 
wine preferved in its vigour. Moreover fait excecd- 
eth wine in corroborating the heart of Man, and is 
therefore in many things to be preferred before it. 
And he that knoweth how to conjoin true fait with 
wine, and in the fame to diffolve the Sun of the earth, 
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(which is Gold ) may from it cxtrad a Royal 
Medicine, as is flievvn in other places of my Wri¬ 
tings. 

For any man of underftanding may cafily fee, that 
if the noble virtues of thefe three things Corrobora¬ 
ting the heart, to wit, Gold, Wine, and Salt (hall 
be joined together, what a noble Medicine will pro= 
ceed from fuch a Conjundion. P.trace If us hath not 
withoutrcafon determined with the Philofophers,that 
no true Atrum Potabtlc , can be prepared without Salt. 
If there were no Salt in the Earth, neither Herbs, 
nor Grafs would be brought, forth for the food of A- 
nimals, nor the life of Man fultained. All Animals 
alfo do therefore defire the Salt of fruitfulnefs, con¬ 
cerning which, you lliall find more, in thedefcription 
of my Green Liquor. The Combination of Gold and 
true Salt, reltorcth decaying feeds to their priftine 
fruitfulnefs, and alfo reftoreth to half dead and bar¬ 
ren Trees, their faded greennefs, if that Medicine 
be applied to their Roots- On the contrary,common 
fait before preparation, is hurtful to Vegetables, and 
killeth them by its Corolion, but after preparation it 
cxccedeth dung in fatening them : Neverthelefs,there 
are fome Vegetables, which arc able to bear the Co- 
rolivc power of fait, viz., thofe which grow fponta- 
ncoufly upon the Sea-fliore, as the Herb Kaly, of 
which the Ancients prepared their Sal Alkali-, for 
being burnt it leaveth a very fharpfalt. Alfo all thofe 
Fruits which are of a fovvre, or bitter Tafte, or have 
fowre, or bitter Rinds, do equally bear the Corrofion 
of fait, ns Olives, Limons, Oranges, Lentisk, and 
the Palm, which alfo rejoiceth in common fait; ason 
the contrary, the Vine, Grain, and Fruit-Trees are 
delighted with the Tweeter Sun ^ concerning which, 
more hereafter- 

. I remember to have read, that in the Ifhnd Sardi¬ 
nia, near the City Ca.tar, fo great a quantity of fait 
hath been digged up, that it was given to the Inhabi¬ 
tants for their necell’ary ufes, for nothing, and the 
reft was fold to Foreign Sailors and Merchants to be 
Exported. And the Countreymen fo aboundingwith 
fait, gave it lb largely to their Cartel, that they won¬ 
derfully abounded in Milk,whence they made moll es- 
cellrntChecfe,which was fold all Europe over,but whe¬ 
ther it be that which we call Parmafan,\ know not.But 
it appears, that fo great a plenty of Milk and Cheefe 
proceeded from fait only, which is alfo very agreea¬ 
ble to the Truth. The fame Author (whofe Name 
is Bemhardus Come fins) aifotaketh notice, that in the 
IVcJr-Indies there is a City Handing in a fandy and 
barren place, abounding with a great multitude of 
Filhes, * which arc there taken. And the Inhabitants 
call the Heads of the Fillies into a pit, or hole in the 
Earth, fprinkling them well with fait, and after a 
certain time taking them out, they plane or fovvine- 
very Head, a Corn of fome Grain, and caff the fame 
into the fandy Earth, and thofe Grains growing, do 
2 gain bripg forth an hundred fold. That this might 
be fo.done, is not dillonant to the truth, feeing that 
the Heads of the Fillies preferve the fait in the Earth, 
that it cannot be wafhed away with the Rain, nor the 
Grain be deprived of its Alimentary Juice. But fuch 
H’aysof fowing Grain, are ted ions and laborious- I 
have a far other preparation of fait, which without 
much coft and labour, rendereth a great quantity of 
it fit to make fandy ground fruitful, and yet is not 
wafhed ayvay by the Rain, fait is to be rendered ful= 
phureous, that it may generally anduniverfally nou- 
rifh- 


NB. Here fome may fay, if a fulphurous fait be the 
effedcr of Fertility,how is it that the Mare Mortitum, 
or dead Sea of Sodom, abounding with fulphur and fair, 
doth neither bring forth Fiflgnor contribute any thing 
to fruitfulnefs? 1 Anfwer, becaufe the faid Seais full 
of bitter and Vitriolate Minerals, which by their Ve¬ 
nom are hurtful to all Fifli, and Vegetables, and alfo 
Fifhesthcmfelvcs cannot live in Waters which aretoo 
falc, which is to be obferved. For every tiling that is 
too much, isturned into a Vice. But what Fertility 
fait imparteth to natural things, may be learned by 
Filh, many thoufands of final] Fillies at once, proceed¬ 
ing from the Spawn of one Fifii, which is not granted 
to Birds and Animals. It was not in vain that God 
would have King Pharaoh Dream firffc of feven fat 
Kine, and afterwards of other feven lean ones, de¬ 
fending from the Earth into the Sea, thereby fignify; 
ing fruitfulnefs to draw its Original from the Sea. Jo- 
feph being illuminated by God, both by Divine and 
Natural light, underftood this, and interpreted the 
Dream: To wit, that it was in the power of fait- 
Salt is infignizccl with the Title of the Fountain of 
Philofophers- Hefiod, Homer , Plato, Pythagoras , 
and other Philofophers, deliver that of all things, falc 
is moll affine or near to God- I airert, that by the 
help of fait, many become the chofen Sons of God- 
If the Earth fhould want fait, tlierewbuldnotthep.ee 
proceed any fruits affording necefiary Aliment for 
Men, whence Mankind would perifli, not being able 
todrawitsNonrifhnieiitand Multiplication from the 
Air, but is conftraioed to take it from the Earth. Salt 
becometh Milk, Honey, Sugar, Wine, Bread, Flcfii, 
and paffeth into all thofe things which we want. Salt 
is all in all things, the beginning and the end of all 
things which God hath created- 

But fome man may here ask ^ whether therefore do 
all things arife from fait? Whether it be neceflary 
that fait in the feeds of Herbs, fhould be changed into 
Herbs, in the feeds of Animals, into Animals, and in 
the feed of Metals, into Metals ? Whether fuch de« 
grees may not be fooncr palled by the quicker progrefs 
of Art, correcting the more llovv advance of nature? 

I anfwer; yea, it may be done, it is poffible for Art 
to bring fait to its highefi: perfection, by a far more 
compendious way, than nature can. But by wliac 
way that may be done, is not proper to fhew in this 
place. This 1 would have you to know, that won¬ 
derful Generations do arife from the Sun or Fire, uni¬ 
ted with fait, which otherwife would not appear. 
For Example, in the Months of June, July , and Au 7 
gufl, fill a wooden velTel with common water* and 
expofe it to the Rayspfthe Sun, that it may night 
and day receive the Aflral Influences, and be dried 
up, being dried np fill it again with more water, and 
fo keep the Vefiel always full, in which ac length, 
from the fait contained in the water, there will be 
brought forth Vermin of all forts without any feed ; 
fuch as is accuftomed to be brought forth in other pu¬ 
trid Waters, as Frogs, Toads, and Serpents. 

NB. That the Veliel mud be made of Wood, not 
of Metal, leafl the water fhould luck in a Vitriolate 
Juice which is adverfe to the life of Animals: Alfo 
beware that nothing of Iron or Copper fall into the 
Vefiel, and corrupc the Operation. Or fill the fame 
Veffel with fand, and moilten it with Water, then fub: 
jed it to the Sun beams, and when it is dry, moiflen 
it again, repeating the Humedations, and by this 
Operation you fhall fee various and unknown Herbs 
to come forth and be produced, without any feed, 
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Gold thcmoftconftantof all Metallic^ Bodies, and 
as it were invincible, feareth not the violent aflaults 
of any other Element, and fubfiftcth in the fire it led 
with fo great conftancy, as not tolofeany thing or 
its weight, although for many years it Ihould be kept 
in a continual torture of Fire. Nevertheless, fait 
draweth from it its Anima, and taketh away that fair 
red colour, and that conllancy, whereby it was wont 
to refill the fire, fo that it obtaineth the colour ot 
Lead, and the brittleneis and fugacity ot Antimony 
A thing exceeding the credit and belief of the unskil¬ 
ful, although experience it felf wUneileth it to be 
true. Hence it appeareth, that there is a greatci 
power in Salt than in alt the Elements and Elementa¬ 
ry things- and therefore we deem it to be juftly called 
the Center of the Elements concentrated. Gold tin 
deththe moll potent and fnbtil powers of the fire, 
which nothing can refill, and yet is overcome by Salt, 
which by a llupendious Miracle of Art, attracted! its 
moft Noble Part, viz., its Anima being leparated 
from its more grols and earthy parts- How noble a 
thing the Anima of Gold is, any Man may cafily 
imagine, and Without doubt may fee, that it hath the 
chief place in Medicine. This is like tovyhat wo 
<nits hath written concerning his Chalybs ipoiling 
Gold of its Anima, but although fuch an extraction 
hath divers times fuccceded to me according to my 
wiili, that the Anima being extracted, the body ot the 
Gold hath been left brittle, fugacious* and blacky, 
yeti confets, that the fame Operation hath not al¬ 
ways anfwcred my defire; as if God would not per 
mit fuch a fecret to be commonly known. There¬ 
fore 1 am well content with Idler things, and have 
fhewed tliefc things only to the end that 1 might ma- 
nifeft the Powers of Salt, and teach them tootheis. 
Neverthclefs, 1 would not have any Man perfwade 
himfelf, that this Royal Medicine may be extorted 
from Gold,by the help of common Culinary factor to 
this matter another Salt is required, to be prepared 
by Fire and Art. But of this Artificial Concentrati¬ 
on of Gold, the foutth part of the Proffer,ty o/ Ger¬ 
many, which God willing, fhall fhortly be publifhed, 
will (hew more at large. More indeed might be faid 
concerning Salt, which we leave for another time and 
place, feeing that thofe things which have hitherto 
been fpoken, feem to me to be fufficient. - 

Therefore I conclude, and affirm Salt to be a help 
to all things, and on the contrary, to want the help 

of nothing. . 

Here fome Man may ask me and fay. Of what Salt 
doft thou fpcak, for there are many forts of Salt ? I 
fn^ak of the Univerfal Salt, known to all Men, which 
is boiled'up from S’ea water, or Salt Springs, or dig¬ 
ged out of Pits in Mountains or other places, and 
but to common and familiar ufes. This known Salt, 
i here call (and not injurieufly; the Univerfal Trea- 
fure and general Riches: For it admimftreth Nou- 
rilhment to the whole World, that not only the Bealls 
of the Earth, Fifhes in the Waters, and Birds in the 
Air, but alio all Metals in the Bowels of the Earth 
may fub'lft for the ufe of Man, to fay nothing of the 
great and Univerfal Medicine, which may be obtain¬ 
ed by its benefit. Of right therefore it nieritcth the 
Title of the Univerfal Treafure of the \\ orld, fee- 
ing thatnothingcanbe found, which doth not one its 
Original to Salt. But that one fait is purer, better, 
and more precious than another, I do not deny, that 


the Original and beginning of all falts, is one and the 
fame, and that their difference happeneth only from 
Accidents. For fo long as fait is pure, and mixed 
with nothing, as it is made by the Sun in the water, 
it is one and the fame, and polfelleth one and the fame 
Talle, and the fame Virtues: But as foon as it is mix¬ 
ed with other things, or changed by the fire, its firfl 
nature being laid alide, it beu,meth either better or 
worfe- This is taught by Wood and Stones, reduced 
by the fire into Coals or Afhes, in which part of the 
fait fiiethaway with the fmoak, the reft remaincth in 
the Alhcs, (hewing a far other nature from that which 
it had before it was deftroyed by the violence of lire. 
Indeed, by the Operation of the fire, all falts obtain 
a fiery and fulphureous nature, and therefore necelfa: 
rily alfume another Property, which being well known 
needs no difpute- The moft known, moft fimple 
and void of all mixture is that fait which is elicited 
from Sea-water, or fait Fountains, or Mountainous 
Caverns. Vitriol and Alum, are indeed alfo 
falts, but infected with an Earthy and Mineral Pro¬ 
perty, and therefore unworthy of the name of fimple 
falts. 

Salt-pctcr is alfo numbred among fait, but it can¬ 
not be faid to be a fimple fait, fuch as the Sun opera- 
teth. For it is either digged out of the Earth, being 
generated of the Urine of Men and Beads, and elici¬ 
ted by water, and by decoftion Ihootcth into Chri- 
ftals, and feparatcrh from other Salts; or it is taken 
from the Mortar of old walls made with Lime, or ic 
is taken out of Mountains and Limy or Chalky Hills, 
by the help of water; or it is made by Art of com* 
mon Salt, Wood, or Lime--ftones. But which way 
lbcver it cometh, it is of one and the fame nature, 
and burneth with a flame, as my Treatife of the Pro - 
[ferity of Germany, deferibeth more at large. Salts 
extracted from the Allies of burnt wood, do again 
poflefs another nature and other Properties, and are 
called by the Name of Alkalies. Alfo there is ano¬ 
ther Salt prepared from Urine, common fait. Soot, 
and Bulls blond, known by the Name of Sal Armoni- 
ack, and is ufed inftead of another Sal Armoniack, 
which wasdigged lip in certain Mountains,and brought 
to us, which now ceafeth to come. 

Thefe are the moft noted falts, and ferve for very 
many ufes, as Sea fait, Fountain fait, Mountain fait, 
which is alfo called Sal-Gem, which are ufed in the 
Kitchinfor feafoning of food, for thefaltingofFlefh 
and Filh to preferve them fome time from Corrupti¬ 
on. The ufe of Vitriol is chiefly in Dye-houfes, for 
dying Silks and Cloth black, as alfo in Apothecaries 
fliops, where it fervelh for the preparing of Medi¬ 
cines •• Concerning thefe things, fee more in the firll 
pare of my Furnaces. 

Alum is profitable for Dyers, Phyficians, and 
other Artificers. Of Salt-petre is made that devib 
ifh thing call’d Gunpowder. Befides this it is profita¬ 
ble for the making of many excellent Medicines, and 
for theChymical Emendation of Metals, and the in¬ 
venting and utility of many Mechanical Arts, as ap¬ 
pears by the fecond part of my Chymical Furnaces, 
and the fecond part of my Pharmacopoeia Spagyrica , al¬ 
fo Miracnlnm Mnndi , its Defence, and Continuation, 
as alfo the four parts of the Pro/penty of Germany. 

Of fixed falts, thofe which Wood Afhes afford, 
have their ufe in Medicine and Alchymy, but they are 
more frequently ufed in Dying of Cloth, and making 
Soap. Sal Armoniack is ufed in Medicine, Alchymy, 
and other Arts, but all thofe falts are fo well known, 
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that we (hall fuperfcde any farther Declaration of 
them. Thofc therefore which we have here mentio¬ 
ned, are Salts, which hitherto, by a long Progrefs of 
time, and continual experience, have made manifeft 
their own Virtues and Powers. Among thofe, the 
Culinary or Kitchin-falt ismofteminent in noblenefs, 
excellency and neceflity, inal'much as it is that from 
which all the reft do arife, as alfo by the help of Art 
may be made,as my Writings every where teach ; and 
is the Bafts of all other Salts, whether known or un¬ 
known ; which thing ismoft true, and will ahvaies re¬ 
main to be true : For by a very cafie bufinefs, by fire 
and the addition of any metallick fulphur, it is turned 
into Alum or Vitriol •, by the help of Sulphur, Fire 
and Air into a burningSalt-petre; and by the help of 
a certain peculiar ftrong fire, it pafleth into an alkali- 
late fait,and being deprived of its (harpnefs,becometh 
very profitable for the dunging and fattening of 
Fields, and fandy and barren Land. 

Moreover, the common Kitchin-falt fuflereth it 
felf to be purged and cleanfed by its own fpirit, 
and by that purgation and cleanfingacquireth a clea¬ 
rer and whiter colour, pleafanter tafte, and more 
excellent powers and virtues for the feafoning of 
Food, and faking of Flcfh and Fifti, for it becomes 
fweet, clear, and pellucid likeCryftal, and fhooteth 
into fquare Cryftalslikc Dice, reduced into Figures fo 
perfeit, that they cannot be more perfectly formed 
by any Inftrument. 

Hence no man will deny, but that fiicli a cleanfed 
fait is more conducible to health than that which is 
grofs and impure. 

I admire at our fupine negligence, who are fo little 
follicitous about our own health. We daily fee with 
our eyes, that no man can want the ufe of fait, that it 
is fubfervient to the health of. man, and alfo ncccfla- 
ryforCattel. And if when grofs, as it comes from 
the pans, and as yet loaded with many faces, it doth 
much good; without doubt it would do much more, 
if it were cleanfed and prepared by an artificial pre¬ 
paration. It is the intereft of great men (if not of 
others) who have the government of many Sub¬ 
jects, to preferve a firm health of Body, andtoeaufe 
fuch fait to be prepared for the ufe of their Tables. 
The Colt required for the doing this is fmall,by which 
the fait is made fo fweet, that by its pleafantnefs it 
will invite every one to covet it. It doth not pro¬ 
voke thirft after the manner of common fait, inaf- 
much as it wanteth thofe earthy rxces which yet ad¬ 
here to common fait, but quencheth it, allayeth hun- 
ger ; corroborateth the heart,as alfo the ftomach,brain, 
and all the members of the body, admitteth no putre¬ 
faction in the body, preferveth it againft all Difeafes, 
and excelleth with wonderful Virtues, to which that 
grofs fait is in no wife to be compared. Truly it is a 
great Trcafufeand high Gift of God, by which Mam- 
kind isfultained, nourilhed, corroborated,and encrea= 
fed, for which great thanks are to be given to God. 

Befides the commemorated Purgation of fait, in-- 
verlion and commutation of common Salt into Alum, 
Vitriol, Salt-petre, Alkalies, and the likeTalts menti¬ 
oned in my Writings, there is yet a more fecret pur¬ 
gation and emendation of the fame common fait,exal¬ 
ting it into a more noble and far more excellent ftate, 
concerning which I do not remember that I have read 
any thing in any Author, except in Paraccljus y who 
maketh mention of it in few words, in the Chapter of 
the Virtues of common fait, faying. The Virtues of 
Saltconfift in its preparation •, crude fait only doth 
this, that it preferveth the goodnefs of Flelh and 


Fifh. But if it (hall become a Sal Emxmn y it keepctli 
all things in their ftate, fafe and found, for an incrcdb 
ble fpaceoftime, it turncth Wood into Stone, as alfo 
duft and fand •, the Leaves of Trees remain green in 
it; whatfoever is befprinkled with this fait, refufeth 
all mutation. It preferveth like a Balfam, and efFc- 
Cteth more, bccaufc in procefs of time ic coagulateth 
all things. 

Tliefe are the words of that incomparable Pfiyfi- 
cianand Philofopher, concerning his Sal Enixnm y but 
what this name lignilies 1 know not, but I call it Sal 
Mirabile. He attributeth this to it, that it is able to 
preferve all things fafe and founds for an incredible 
fpaee of time: Nor doth he erre from the Truth,for 
lie that can prepare fuch a fait, may not only perform 
that, but alfo much more. 

T he manner of preparing it is ; well known to mei 
becaufe I have often made it, and found in it things 
incredible : Whether niy preparation agrees with the 
preparation of Paracclfus or not,neverthcIcfs all things 
which Par ml fas afcribetli to his Sal Enlxnm , and far 
more, I do in no wife doubt to attribute to my Sal 
Mirabile ; neither is it any matter to me or others, 
whether I ufe or not ufe the fame preparation that 
Par aid fas did, provided my fait performed! the fame 
things which I affirm it can perform. Alto 1 would 
not give the fame name to my fait, which Paracclfus 
did to his, left Calumniators and Cavillers fhould, out 
of envy and hatred, takeoccalion thence of calumnia^ 
ting me, and faying,That my fait is not the Sal Eni- 
xam of Paracelfns , which hath already happened to 
me, when I gave the name A/kahefi to my Univerfal 
MenHruam : For the proud Sophiftcrs and ignorant 
haters of me, in their debauched Cups, have taken oc= 
cafion to cry out againft me with loud vociferations, 
faying, The Alkabeft of Glauber is not the Liquor Alka- 
heft oj Paracclfus anil Helmout', when nevcrthclefs 
mine exccedcth the Liquor of Paracelfns and Helmont 
by many degrees- For mine is at hand, and to be feen, 
by help of which I prepare my Aar am Potahile , ting¬ 
ing Mercury into pure Gold. That Liquor of Para- 
celjns and Helmont is plainly invifible,and can be prepa¬ 
red or procured by non c: A [mall Bird in the hand is bet¬ 
ter than many thousands of great birds that jlie in theAir 
&c an neither be feen nor taken. And this is the reafon why 
I would not call my Salt by the fame name, becaufe I 
would not afford my haters,the wonderful Brethren ot 
Ignorance, new matter of flouting, fcoffing, and de¬ 
faming me; although I well know, that my Sal Mira- 
bile doth not in the leaft come behind the Sal Eniscans 
of Paracel)its in Virtue, and perhaps alfo much to ex¬ 
ceed it; which in the following Narration I have de¬ 
termined to make manifeft. 

As Paracclfus delivered], that his Sal Enixttm de¬ 
fended] all tilings which are put into it from Corrti* 
ption, for an incredible fpacc of time, and at length, 
by an admirable Metamorphofis,ti'anfinuteth them in¬ 
to ftone ; my Sal Mirabile doth not only perform 
that, but effetteth ten times more. 

But before l enter upon the defeription of the Vir¬ 
tues lying hid in my Sal Mirabile , I thing itneceflary 
to indicate, ThatSalts of this fort do every where oc¬ 
cur in the Earth, and being diflolved by Water, arc 
carried to the fupcrficies, and fuel) Fountains are enu¬ 
merated by Gerogias Agricola , Chewing in what places 
they may be found, and that all tilings put into them 
are in a lfiort time converted into a ftony matter; 
which other Writers alfo tellifie, and efpecially Ctlfus 
in his Book L)e rebus metallicis , Nor is there any rea¬ 
fon why any man fhould doubt it, feeing that Foun¬ 
tains 
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tftins of tliis fort offer tlicmfclvcs in our Germany , al¬ 
though few judge them to he of any moment. 1 here 
is fuch a one in a certain place of Helvetia , which in a 
certain fpace of time converter h all Wood call into it 
wholly into Stone. And the Inhabitants ofthat place 
do very often make trial of the thing by Experiments, 
by cutting fomc Wood, and reducing it to the figure 
of a Whetftouc, and putting it into the water of the 
fakl Fountain, in which, being converted into a ftone, 
they afterwards ufc for the whetting of Sythes, and 
orher the like Inftrnmcnts. 1 my felt have feen whet- 
ltonesof this fort, and had them in my hands, from 
the figure of which it fufikiently appeareth, thatthey 
were firft wood, and have been converted into ft one 
by fo wonderful a Mctamorpliofis- The matter is 
out of all doubt, and there are many Fountains obvious 
in other places,of the fame Nature. I have not feen 
that in Helvetia, but 1 have feen the Infant of Bafil 
with Dr. Exius , who is yet living. To this Infant, 
in a very large Glafs, Handing upon a low fettle, the 
Signior Exius had poured a certain peculiar Liquor, 
which had preferved it plainly uncorrupted and un¬ 
hurt, to that time that it was Ihewed to me. And they 
told me, that the Infant was by the Liquor changed 
into Hone; but I, feeing Idid not touch or handle it, 
cannot affirm that for certain; but I faw it fitting 
with a full body, as if it had been but new born, Ikice 
which time it is now above T wenty years, and then 
it had been Ten or Fifteen years in that Water, in 
which alfo it yet remains, asl have lately heard. But 
no man knoweth what water that was which the Sig¬ 
nior Exius had put to that Infant, whether he took it 
from a Fountain turning wood into ftone, or whether 
lie made it by Art. There is a Fountain of the like 
nature and property in Aufiria at NeafoEs Viennenfs, 
a fenced City about eight miles diftant from Vienna 
I being a young man,long time fince travelling towards 
Vienna, fell into a burning Feaver, known by the name 
of The Hungarian Difeafe, which feldom any ftranger 
cfcapes, and having fomewhat-recovered my former 
health, came to the faid A r f apolis, and fnfTering a Rc- 
lapfe, was constrained to ftay there. And the Difeafc 
had fo debilitated the Appetite of my ftomach, that 
it neither defir’d nor digefted any Food. The Inha¬ 
bitants advifed me to go to a Well of almoffc an 
hours Journey from the City, fituated near a cer¬ 
tain Vineyard, and to drink of the Water to recover 
my loft Appetite. Following their Counfel, I took a 
great piece of Bread with ine to the Well, nevcrthc- 
lefs I gave but little credit to their words, who told 
me, that 1 would eat all that piece. Coming to the 
Well, 1 eat the crumb of the Bread Topped in the wa¬ 
ter, and it reliffied to me very pleafantly, who be¬ 
fore at- home loathed the greateft Dainties- I took up 
the fame water with my hollow cruft of Bread, and 
drank it, which fo excited my Appetite to eat, that 
at length I alfo cat up my Cup, which I had made of 
my Bredd ; returning home much better and ftronger, 
I declared to the Inhabitants the event, fucceeding ac¬ 
cording to my wiffi, who affirmed to me, that if I 
would continue the ufe of that water, the faculties 
of my ftomach would be throughly confirmed. 1 ask¬ 
ed them what kind of water that was? They anfwered. 
that it was water of Salt-petre, which ! believed,being 
then unskilful in fuch things, but afterwards I found 
the contrary : For it could not be the water of Salt- 
peti c, feeing that in no wife condneeth to the ftomach, 
but rather occafioncth nanfeonfnefs and loathing- It 
might be, that the water of the faid Fountain being 
evaporated to a Cuticle, might ffioot into Cryftals 
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like to Salt-petre, butnotwithftanding was not true 
Salt-petre, as wanting all burning, and not taking 
flame, which they might cafdy have found, if putting 
a little ofthat fait upon a burning Coal, they had 
tried it after the accuftomed manner cf trying Salt* 
petre: For now it is certainly evident to me, that 
that Fountain contained that Salt which Paracel fits cal¬ 
led Sal Enixum , and I Sal Alirabilc ■, and alfo that it 
is the nature ofthat to ffioot into long Cryftals, and 
yet not to conceive flame. That Well is enclofed with 
wood, in which many water-Mice have their Habita¬ 
tion, which prefently will feizc and fwallow any 
crumbs of Bread cafi: into the water. I asked why a 
Well of fo great moment was enclofed and fenced 
with wood, and not with ftone ? They anfwered. 
That could not be done without damage, for the wood 
being taken away, which had now palled into a ftony 
nature, it would come to pafs, that the fand falling 
into the well, would clicak it up. The wood which 
did not touch the water was now rotten, as I then 
very accurately obferved, being a young man of 21 
years of age. 

Staying in the fame City the following winter, I 
found, that the Moors or Marfhcs about the fame, 
which rendered it fo ftrong, were never frozen into 
Ice by the cold of the winter; which is an Argument 
that a certain peculiar fait is latent in that water; 
which is the rcafon that the Planks or Piles fixed into 
the Marffiy-ground, upon which many, yea, the grea- 
tefl: part of the Houfcs of that City, do Hand, or are 
fet, in a long progrefs of time, are changed into meer 
Hones, and afford a firm Foundation to the Houfes 
built upon them. 

From all thofe indications I have hitherto conjectu¬ 
red, that all the Springs about that City abound with 
that fort of fait which Paracclfns callcth Enixum , fce= 
ing that in the faid Marffies I have feen the Grafs 
green all winter, which is a certain indication of this 
kind of fait there exifting. The watery Animals 
which are in the Fountain and Marffies near to the Ci¬ 
ty, confirm the conjecture, among which the number 
of the water-Mice is not fmall, which cannot live in 
all waters; andthefhell-Fifh,orTortoifes, which are 
every wherein an incredible quantity, in the water 
flowing about the City, and watering the Marfnesand 
Gardens, although wont to be eftcemed by great men 
among Delicacies, arc here of no account at all; and 
for that reafon both the Citizens and Countrymen put 
two or three of thofe fhell-fifhes into the vellcl in 
which they fave the walkings of their Diflies, to give 
to their fwine,faying,that this fort ofAnimals abiding 
in their waffi, conduced! mnch to the fattening them. 
And from thefe things it appeareth, that water-Mice 
and Shell-Fiffi of this fort, do delight in fweet waters, 
tempered with a certain fait. Any man that hath a 
mind to take the faid Shell-Fifh, or Tortoife, goeth 
into the Meadows or Paftures in a morning, which are 
watered with this kind of water, where they wander 
about in the wet Grafs, feeking their Food ; and alfo 
in the evening after fun fet, when they return again to 
to feed. If they perceive any body in their way, they 
prefently betake thcmfcl ves to the water, and in then- 
entrance into the water, they retraCh their four feet, 
which with their head and tail ( like to the heads and 
tails of Serpents) they hide and fecure in their fhell, 
which is fo hard, that it can fcarcely be broken with a 
ftrong and heavy Hammer- The Inhabitants, when 
they will boil them, prick them with fome fharp In- 
ftrument, at the feeling of which, they again put 
their head and tail out of the fhell, which they pre* 
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fently cut off with a knife- The body being boiled 
in water, the (hell openeth of its own accord, out of 
which the Filh being taken, is purged, and prepared 
with Butter, Wine, and Spice, and is not much diffe¬ 
ring from Veal, nor of an ingrateful tnfte, and there¬ 
fore reckoned amongft delicate Foods, by thofe who 
are given to feed daintily- Truly* 1 am perfwaded, 
that Animals ofthis fort are not to be uled as Food, 
but are rather profitable to the health of Mankind, be- 
caufe they abide in pure waters. 

Tliefe few things my Experience hath adminiftred 
to me concerning thefc Waters, by which Wood is 
changed into Stone, yea, not Wood only, but alfo 
the skin and bones of Animals. 1 have alfo feen half 
a Loaf of Bread turned into a Stone; w’hence any 
man may conjecture, how great a fixing power is la¬ 
tent in the faid fait, concerning which there is yet 
more to be faid. 

This Tranfmutation of Wood into Stone will put 
all the Brethren of Ignorance to the blulh, who with 
their ridiculous Mockeries laugh at and deny the won- 
dersof Nature of this kind, that by the operation of 
Art emulating Nature, a Body (hould be fpoiled of 
its fugacity, and be tranfmuted into a conftant and in- 
combuftible body. All Wood being burnt by the fire, 
is confumed, leaving nothing behind it except a few 
fait afhes, which nevertheless being tranfmuted into 
a ffone by a fixing water of this kind, rctaineth its 
priftine body, and cannot be confumed by any fire- 
This is an infallible Argument, molt clearly refelling 
thofe Afs-like Deriders of Art. Can thefe Belwea= 
thers be more clearly refuted by any other Argument 
or Teltimony ? Ifpeakthefe things, to the end that 
they may be brought to a more eafie belief, and not to 
be amazed with fo great admiration, when they (hall 
in the following Trcatifehcar me affirm. That any 
fubtile Spirit of Wine, by the help of this kind of 
Water, may be changed into a fixed Salt, conffant in 
the Fire. 

Seeing therefore it may come to pafs, that by fuch 
a Tranfmutation any fugacious Spirit of Wine may 
pafs into a fixed and conftant Salt, Who will deny, 
but that the fame conftancy may be afforded to fu¬ 
gacious Metals, by a water of this kind ? But by 
what means fuch an operation, which feems impoffible 
to every man, may be effected,may be worth the while 
to indicate in few words, feeing that it happened to 
me cafually, not feekirig it, and which 1 my felf 2t that 
time (hould not have believed, although any one had 
ferioufiy affirmed it to me. 

The Sal Enixitm of Paracelfns , or my fixed Salt, 
which diffolvcth all things, is endowed with that vir¬ 
tue and efficacy, that it diflolveth all things by Fire ; 
at a certain time I had dillolved Gold with it by the 
dry way, and would make trial whether Spirit of 
Wine would take a TinCturc from it or not: The 
diffolution being made, 1 would have poured upon it 
a burning Spirit of Wine, but by chance I poured 
upon it in the Glafs Spirit of Juniper-, afterwards 
perceiving my errour, 1 fet the Glafs afidc, and half 
a year after, 1 found the Spirit tinged with a bloody 
colour, which I filtred through a brown Paper, and 
put the clear TinCture into a Glafs, to feparate the 
Spirit from it by the Fire. But feeing that I obtained 
not a Spirit, but an infipid Phlegm by evaporation, 1 
found that that Red Salt, in a long procefs of time, 
had rendered the Spirit fixed, and by a wonderful 
change had coagulated it into a fixed Salt- The fame 
Salt afforded me another Experiment, and indeed yet 
worthy of greater admiration: A certain Friend gave 


me a glafs of Oil of Citrons, prepared from mouldy 
or decaying Oranges and Citrons, by deftillation, 
which Oil fmelt muftily, to take away which illfmell, 
1 would have poured upon it Spirit of Salt, but by 
chance put to it my Sal Euixnm dillolved, and dcftil- 
leditbyfire, which indeed rendered me a clear Oil, 
but in fmall quantity, and learcc the one half ^ 1 herc- 
fore continuing a ltronger fire, when nothieg more 
would deftil, 1 let the fire out, the Glafs being c.old, 
and taken out of the land, I found all the rdklue of 
the matter turned into a black Coal, and when l had 
taken it out of the Glafs, 1 put it upon a burning Coal, 
to fee whether or no any Oil yet remained ; but tl e 
matter being confumed by the Fire, left many Afiics, 
and difeovered the fixing nature of my Salt. And 
fearching more accurately into the eperation, I found 
many wonderful things, which afterwards gave me 
occallon to call that Salt by the Name of Sal Mtrabilc. 
Let others fcarch into the matter, by more exaCt Me¬ 
ditations, that they may be able to penetrate into it 
with a deeper fight. He that cannot fee the virtuesof 
this Salt, is deftitutc of Eagles eves, bcholclmg the 
Rays of the Sun with an unmoved afpedt, and hath the 
eyes of an Owl, which can fee fomewhat in the dark, 
butisblindat Noon-day. Truly, ic is a thing to be 
admired, that an Oil fo combuftible, in the fpace of a 
few hours, (hould be reduced to that (fate, that it 
(hould glow and burn in the fire like a Coal. There¬ 
fore let ic not feem ftrange to any man,that any Wood 
abounding with much combuft.ble Oil, fliould in a long 
progrefs oftime, by the help of this Sale, be tranfmu¬ 
ted into a Stone. The knowledge of thefe things 
happened to me by chance ; But who doubtetb, but 
that the ftudious of Art may, by a fedulous and accu¬ 
rate fearch, find out many more ? Thefe are enough 
to the wife. 

Now followed! the Praxis, demonftrating the 
Theory, by what means this Salt is to be prepared, 
and to what ufes it is to be adhibited, and what won¬ 
derful and incredible things maybe performed by its 
help, as well in Alchymy as in Medicine- 


I. Of the Preparation of Sal Mirabilis. 

T His my Sal Mirabile is prepared and feparated 
from all vulgar Salts, by the help of Art, never- 
thelefs more eafily from one than from another: For 
it may be elicited not only from theSaltoftheKitchin, 
but alfo from other falts, as Salt-petre, Vitriol, and 
Alum : Alum and Vitriol abound with many fulphu- 
reous and mineral qualities, and therefore occafion 
much difficulty and labour in their reparation -, and 
Salt-petre poffeffeth a fugacious and burning nature- 
Therefore letting thofe Salts alide, we prepare our 
Sal Ahrabik of that common fait which is ufed in 
Kicehins, feparating from it, bythehelp of Fire and 
Water, vvhatfoever is earthy and terrene; and the 
fame being prepared, as much as in us lies, we ufe it 
to the Honour of God, and the profit of our Neighbor. 

Op the external Figure, Colour , Taft f, and Smell of 
Sal Mirabilis. 

T His Sal Mirabilis being rightly prepared, looketh 
like Water congealed or frozen into Ice ; itap-- 
peareth like the Cryftalsof Salc-petre,which (hoot in¬ 
to a long Figure •, alfo it is clear and tranfparenr, and 
being put to the Tongue, melts like Ice. It rnfteth 
neither (harp, nor very fait, but leaveth a little aftrin- 
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ger.cy upon the Tongue- Being put upon burning 
Coals, it doth not leap and crackle after the manner 
of common fait, neither conceiveth flame like Salt¬ 
petre, nor being red hot, fends forth any fmell; which 
gifts or endowments no other faltpoflefleth. 


II. Of the External and Internal Vfe of my 
Sal Mirabilis. 

I N the firlt place it is to be known, that my Sal Mr- 
rabilis containcth many great and hidden Virtues, 
inafmuch as it is not fo fharp and acute as other faltsj 
and therefore its internal as well as external ufe,isea- 
fily admitted in Medicine. Externally adhibited, it 
cleanfeth all frelh wounds, and open Ulcers, and hea- 
leththem; neither doth it corrode or excite pain, as 
other fairs are wont to do. Within the body it exer- 
ciletb admirable Virtues, efpecially being afl'oeiated 
with fuch things who ft Virtues it encreafeth, and 
which itcondudleth tothofe places to which it is ne- 
cefiary they flrould arrive : For Salt istheConduifler 
and Rcdlor both of good and evil Powers or Vir¬ 
tues, and carrieth them along with it felf, according as 
they lhall be joined with it- As the nourilhment of 
Vegetables and Mineral's confifteth only in Salt,fo alfo 
the nourilhment of Animals dependeth upon the fame. 
For if tire Herbs, Bread, Flcfh, and all other things 
which we eat, rtiould be deftitnte of fait, they could 
in no wife fuflain, nourilh, and encreafe the Bodies of 
Animals, for by fuch it would forthwith come topafs, 
that they fhonld confume and die: Therefore Food al¬ 
fo nourilheth, as it is well and in due manner fcafoned 
with lalt:, for a thing that hath norelifh, is unfit for 
nourilhment, according to the common Proverb, 
Ojtod fapit, r.utrit ; And that which hath no tajle , doth 
alfo not nourilh. Therefore the Omnipotent GOD 
hath given fait to all His Creatures, by which they 
are nourilhed and fultained •, fo that there would have 
been no need of falting of Foods with fait, appointed 
for the ufe of Man, had not Sin and the Curie debili¬ 
tated and corrupted all things, feeing that they were 
endowed with their own fait by Nature : Therefore 
for the fuccouring of Nature, thofe things which con¬ 
tain little fait, are to be faked with common and 
vulgar Salt, which is appointed by God for this end, 
that it might aflord nourilhment to the humane Body, 
corroborate and ftrengthen it, as we fee that Bread, 
Flefli, and all Herbs or Sallets, may be indeed eaten 
without fait, but not to aflord fo much nourilhment: 
For it is commonly known, that Flefh, Fifli, and Sal- 
lets being faked,do far better fatisfie and nourilh, 
than if thofe Foods Ihould be received into the Ito- 
xnach wholly deftitute of fait- For this reafon men 
that undergo hard labours eat Flefli, Filh, Herbs, and 
other Foods, plentifully fcafoned with fait, whereby 
their Bodies are preferved in their due ftrength ; but 
thofe who are not exercilcd with fuch labours, feed 
upon Foods not fo fair, but of a more eafie digeilion- 
Salt therefore is the only nutriment not only of Ve¬ 
getables and Animals, but alfo of Minerals; yea, it 
univerfally nourilheth and encrcaleth whatfoever exi- 
iteth in the World. 

Seeing therefore that without fait nothing can exift 
or live,and that thelifeof all things confiftethin fait 
alone, as is witnefled by daily experience ^ Where¬ 
fore do Fools think Salt to be a thing of fo final! mo¬ 
ment ? lanfwer, That this happens becaufe very 
few know what Salt is, what Powers and Virtues ic 


exerteth, and what is rcconded in its inward Pene- 
trals: As is laid a little before, 1 compare fait to a 
Carrier, becaufe he carrieth or conveycth all thofe 
things which are put to him, whether good or evil, 
thither to where they are to be conveyed, without any 
labour or trouble, but committing the care to him, 
who taketh all the burden. 

In like manner, Salt being mixed with good things, 
which adminiller a good nourilhment, aflifteth the 
nutritive faculty, and is the conveyer, helper, and 
ftrengthener ofthe adjoined nutriment: Being mixed 
with venomous and hurtful things, it encreafeth and 
confirmed! the Venom with great detriment to the 
Body, infinuating it into the Paflages and Members, 
into which, without felt, the Venom could not have 
penetrated •, therefore with the good it is good, and 
with the evil it is evil, and being addicted to neither 
part, is fnbfervient to both, according to the will of 
the Arcilt, making good the vulgar Proverb, Salt and 
Wine quicken the wit : That is, when mixed with good 
things, they be moderately ufed. So alfo the contra¬ 
ry is true, if it be faid, that Salt and Witte deprave the 
n r tt ; which 1 could dcmonltrate by many Examples, 
which for brevity fake gre here omitted. Neverthe- 
lefs, that I may be the better undcrltood, I will in- 
fiance in two things: As I faid but now, if Salt be 
mixed with good lubje<fts, containing a good nourilh^ 
ment, fuch are Bread, Flefli, and Herbs, the fame are 
rendered fitter for nouiifhment, if daily experience 
may be credited, which no man will deny. Why 
therefore Ihould not the contrary be likely, that it 
Ihould render an evil thing yet worfe, and corrupt it 
more, if it be afl'oeiated with it- As for example. 
Common Argent-vive is efteemed Poifon, and indeed 
truly, and is rendered obnoxious to a greater or teller 
poifonous quality, according as it fhall undergo this 
or that Preparation. If one fwallow half an ounce of 
it, it operatech nothing in the Body, and pafleth away 
without hurt \ but being fublimed with falts, and exal¬ 
ted in its venomous quality, being exhibited in the 
weight but of two, three,or four grains, is fufficient to 
kill a man. 

In the fame manner Orpiment, as digged out of 
the Mountains, performeth nothing of good in an hu¬ 
mane Body, exciting frequent and intolerable vomi¬ 
tings and ftools, if given in too great quantity ; ne- 
verthelefs one, two, three, or four grains of the fame 
may be taken without any danger,caufing ealre vomits 
and flools;but being exalted by fublimation with com¬ 
mon fait, becomcth fo hurtful a Poifon, that being 
drank, it forthwith killeth Men and Bealls. So alfo 
it is with white Arfenick, which being fublimed with 
Salt, obtaineth fuch a poifonous nature, as is com¬ 
monly known, although the caufe of that evil be 
known to few, as the faid Examples do fiifficiently 
declare. 1 will yet add one thing over and above, for 
the fake of the Ignorant: They who have been ver- 
fed in the Labours of the Fire, know thofe things,and 
want not my teaching,although their number be very 
fmall, but of the Ignorant and Unskilful it is large 
enough. Arfenick and Cobolt are indeed moll ve¬ 
hement Poifons, but nevcrthclcfs are not hurtful to 
the Body, if they be taken in their corporal form ^ 
but being exafperated by fublimation with Saks, and 
reduced into a more fugacious nature, arrive to that 
vehemence, that they arc able to kill a man only by 
their odour. Thofe who have mixed Arfenick with 
Vitriol and Sak=pctre, for the preparing of gradua¬ 
ting Waters, as they call them, have experienced the 
Truth of this. Such Waters are fo vehemently poi- 
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fonous, that they finite the Heart with a trembling 
of any one that taketh in their odour by the Nofe, 
and alfo extreamly debilitate the Brain. That vulgar 
Proverb, which faith,That Salt corroborant!} the Heart 
and f.'.tckenettj the IVtt , is true, when wholcfom and 
healthful things are. alTociated with itbut if things 
unwholefom and poifonous be adjoined with it, it doth 
the quite contrary, fuffoeatingthe Heart,and weaken¬ 
ing the Brain, both which I my felf have found. 

Long ago, when l was young, being occupied with 
Arfenical Waters of this kind, it often happened to 
me, thatthofeftrong faline Spirits had almolt put out 
my Candle- Again, on the contrary, i have found, 
when I have mixed corroborating fubjefts with Salt, 
that it hath encrcafed their ftrengthening Virtues,and 
exalted them in a wonderful manner. Therefore it is 
not without reafon that Paracelfus tcacheth, That 
Gold exercifeth no power or virtue in the humane 
Body, but by the Spirit of Salts, which infinuate the 
virtues of Gold into the Members, and augmenterh 
them. Here fome may fay. Seeing that other Metals 
exert tbeir powers in humane Bodies without Salt, 
Why lhould not Gold alfo do the fame, if it hath any 
virtues ? I anfwer. That this is the reafon of the dif¬ 
ference, becaufe the other Metals being reduced into 
final! Particles, by filing, do a<ft in the humane Body, 
by reafon of their own Vitriolate Salt, which they 
retain in melting, more eafily admitting folution in 
the Stomach, and performing their Operations, by 
reafon of that natural acidity, which Operations 
would be exafperated by the addition of Salt. But 
that the imperfeCl Metals effeCt nothing of good in 
the body of Man, is witnelfed by Tin and Copper, in 
a Veil'd of which, Wine ItandiDg all night, and then 
drank, caufeth Vomitings and Cholical pains, as alfo 
Palpitations of the Heart; in exciting of which, Cop= 
per exceedeth Tin, which doth not fo frequently ex¬ 
cite Accidents of this kind, efpecially that which is 
not adulterated with Bifmuth or Tinglafs, but is pure 
and unmixt. Lead being fwallowed, drieth,and cool- 
eth too vehemently : But the filings of Iron are ufed 
medicinally, not without great profit, becaufe they 
kill and expel the Worms in Children-, and its Cn- 
chs is alfo wont to be mixed with aftringent Medicines 
with Fruit- Silver being filed and taken, is of no ufe 
in the humane Body, becaufe it hath in it felf no fait, 
with which Iron and Copper are endowed. Never- 
thelefs, being prepared with Salt, it obtains an en¬ 
trance into the Members of the Body,and expelleth all 
hurtful Humours, and flrengtheneth the Brain. But 
being bitterer than Gall, it is fo ingrateful to the Pa¬ 
late, that it is more difficult to betaken than Vitriol 
it felf. Gold, the moll eminent among all the Me= 
tals, in purity and nobility in its own nature,pofiefleth 
no Salt, and therefore hath no Operation at all in the 
Body, whether it be taken in filings, or reduced to 
a fubtile powder \ for the acidum of the Stomach is 
not of fo great power, that it can enter and difl'olve 
Gold, as it difiolveth Copper and Iron, but difehar- 
geth it with the Excrements in the fame form in which 
it was taken- Hence the Unskilful have been fo bold, 
as to exclude Gold from a medicinal ufe, as a thing 
deftitute of all Virtue, and altogether of no ufe -, an 
errour truly not Philofophick, but foolifh, proceeding 
from meer unskilfulnefs and ignorance, feeing that 
Experience doth altogether teftifie the contrary. He 
thatbelieveth no Virtues to be in Gold, may by an 
eafie experiment find the contrary, if he (hall diflolve 
it in Spirit of Salt well cleanfed and rectified, and 
fhaU drink a little of this Solution mixed with Wine 



or Beer, or any warm Broth or Gruel, for he (hall per¬ 
ceive a very fvvift and healthful Operation,calling out 
all luperfluous fxces, according as they (hall offend, 
either by Vomit, Stool, or Sweat, or Urine, without 
any weakening of the Body, but evidently confirming 
its ftrength, as I have (hewed in my Book er.tituled, 
I he C onfolat ton of Navigators , in lev; words, by rea¬ 
fon of the (hortnefs of time, which did not allow me 
to treat of this matter more at large Ncverthelefs I 
here affert, that a folution of Gold of this fort by Spi¬ 
rit of Salt, is able to perform very much in Medicine, 
although by reafon of its ingrate fill relilh, it is not 
much to be effeemed : For feeing the fpirit or Salt, 
with which the Gold is to be diffolvcd, ought to be 
very ilrong from this corrofive Liquor, without which 
the Gold cannot be dillblvcd ; firft, this incommodity 
arifeth, that its ufe is unplcafant, it blacketh the Lips 
and edgeth the Teeth } to which may be added, that 
a great quantity of Liquor is required for this foluti¬ 
on, and the acidity by degrees bringeth loathing to 
the fick, and fometimes the fick cannoi bear the fiiarp- 
nefs. Moreover, if this folution be taken in Broth, it 
hindereth its operation, and wanteth the ddired fuc- 
cefs, of which it is not dellitute when drank in Wine 
or Beer. For this reafon this Medicament, which in 
it felf is very noble, and ofgrcat moment, is difficultly 
admitted into ufe. But becaufe we have faid that 
Gold without Salts is able to operate nothing at all, 
its whole folution conlilts in fuch a menftruum which 
is neither corrofive, nor of an unpleafant relilh, never- 
theleis openeth thcGold, and rendereth it apt to be¬ 
come a very whollom Medicine; which endowments 
1 have found in no other thing but my Sal Mirabile ., 
which being void of all corrofion and unpleafantnefs, 
is it felf an excellent Medicament, and co.iciliateth a 
pleafant fwcetnefs toall things which ic difiolveth : 
For when it dilfolveth Gold, it doth not (lain the lips 
and hands with any colour, like ocher foludons,which 
arc made by Jqiu Reaia, or fpirit of fait; neither al¬ 
fo doth it altringe like other folutions, but is of plea- 
fanc ufe, and exerteth ics gift by a noble Ope¬ 
ration. I have tried many admirable things with this 
Salt,and at length obtained a folution, or rather an 
extraction of Gold, green as Grafs, and is a very 
wholefom and moll noble Medicament: For he who 
hath brought Gold to a greenefs, hath performed 
much, in praife of which, many ancient Philofophcrs 
call it The Blejjcd Viridity. Bnt what this greenefs may 
effeCt in Medicine, belongs not to this place, feeing 
that I intend here to treat of nothing but Salt, and 
to prove it to be the Beginning and End of all things, 
and that it encreafeth and exalteth the powers and 
virtues of all things. 

And feeing that this is agreeable to Truth it felf, 
and cannot be difproved by any man, icmull neceffari- 
ly be granted, that a Salt brought to the highelt de¬ 
gree of Purity, (asmineisj mull be far better, and 
more noble than any grofs and impure Salt. Alfo 
becaufe it amplificth and exalteth the virtues of all 
Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals, and that Gold 
exceedeth in noblenefs all other Creatures which are 
found under the Sun, it is eafie to ccnjeffure, that if 
the purelt and mod noble part of Salt (hall be affocia- 
ted with Gold, that alfo a moll noble Medicine mull 
thence arife : ForSalt and Gold,being the Off-fpring 
of the Sun, are (as it were) immortal and incorrupti¬ 
ble, and therefore afford help to all mortal and cor¬ 
ruptible things, and defend them from putrefadion 
and corruption. 


Never» 
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I for the fake of thofe which are Evil- 


Ncverthdcfs.l would not have any man perfwade 
himfclf, that in thefc words I go about to aflert any 
Immortality, my purpofetendeth not thither, feeing 
that 1 am not ignorant that there is no Medicine a- 
gainft Death. 1 would only iignifie this, that from 
the aifociation of Salt and Gold,there mult neceflarily 
proceed an excellent Medicament- If Salt carricth 
and promoteth the Virtues of other things,wherefore 

alfoihould it not promote and convey the Virtues of 

Gold ? Truly there is found no Herb fo nbjert, no 
Stone fo vile, nor no bone fo contemptible, that doth 
not polfcfs its own Virtues : Who then can deny 
that Gold, as the molt Noble Creature of God (after 
theSun and Salt, of which it is generated; fhould pof- 
fefs Gifts and Endowments, to be preferred to thofe 
of the more vile Creatures ? That nothing of evil 
can proceed from two excellent fubjerts, to wit, Gold 
and Salt, every unskilful Ruftiek can underftand •, 

Wherefore then cannot thofe proud and idle Scoffers 

perceive it? 1 think it to be, bccaufe they would not 
be numbred among rude and ignorant Afles, iffub- 
icribing to my words, they fhould confefs fuch a Medi¬ 
cine to be inn; uni mitt-.r n, and notwithftanding to be 
ignorant ofits Preparation- But it were better for 
them not. to envy thofe who have received fuch Gifts, 
3101- ro afthulc the Innocent with fo many filthy Ca¬ 
lumnies and Slanders, but to leave thofe things to 
them which exceed their own Capacities- 

I now make mention o; my Green-Lyon, whofe 
wonderful Virtues are to be declared and rnanifefted 
to the whole World -, although 1 well know, that this 
Green-Lyon will not find fewer enemies than niy.white 
or red Aurntn Potabils hath done : For the Devil can 
in no wife fuffer, that any thing which is profitable to 
Mankind fhould be made manifeft, therefore heufeth 
al his power and arts to hinder the knowledge of the 
Truth, by carting ftumbling-blocks in its way- What 
various Arts have been excogitated, to bring my An- 
ntm Potabile into Contempt, and indeed by fuch a fort 
of men, who might eafily think that I fhould not gi ant 
one drop of it to fuch haters of the Truth, although 
they fhould petition me for it- 

And feeing thofe Pot-Companions could notask it 
of me, they have endeavoured to extort it from me, 
under pretence of the fick,not that they would ferve the 
lick, but only get an occafion of contemning it, and 
of bringing it into an Odium with the Sick, left by it 
they fhould recover their former Health. Have they 
not taken counfel together in their Meetings, one of¬ 
fering this, another another thing, fo that by every 
way poftiblcthcy might oppugn my Anrum Potabile ? 
Bup,this Hatred and Envy, carried on againft me with 
great Trudy, 1 leave to the Divine Vengeance and al¬ 
though many watery and obfeure Clouds may endea¬ 
vour to hide the Sun, and to overfpread his warm and 
vivifick Beams with darknefs, neverthelefsthey fliall 
effort nothing y for at length being difperfed into va¬ 
pours, and vanifhing in Clouds, they will give place 
co the Solar Rays. There is nothing able to extin¬ 
guish the Truth, which may indeed be preft,but never 
overcome, and is therefore like the Light, never whoh 
] y extinguifhed. The Air is never filled with fo ma¬ 
ny dork Clouds, but at length they being diftipaied, 
theSun again appears to light. By a like reaton al¬ 
io the Truth at length freeth it felf from the fnares of 
lyes, and cometh forth into the Light: Therefore 1 
may without fear propofe the Truth, although there 
be manv that can but ill bear my liberty of ipeecli 
for GOD is to be obeyed rather than Men and the 
benefits due to Good men are not to be omitted for 


Therefore (in the Name of God; I u ill go on in 
declaring the Virtues of my Sal A'lirabik ; bccaufe 
I havefaid in the precedent difeourfe, that Salt is the 
Redtor or Difpofer of all things,carrying their virtues 
conjoined with it felf, to their due place; therefore ic 
is not fit that evil and venomous things fhould be ad¬ 
joined to it, but fuch as arc good only, if any thing of 
good be exported from it. 

But there is no Creature under the Sun more noble, 
excellent, and pure than Gold,nor which more refirt- 
eth the deftrurtion of all the Elements, which with¬ 
out a true folution, as vve have faid, cannot render 
the Body of Man partaker of its Virtues,and all corro¬ 
ding folutions are found to be unfit to difiolve it j 
therefore fuch a folution is required, as may be per¬ 
formed by the help of a Salt which is not corrofive -, 
therefore taking fuch a one in hand, wc will fee what 
good is to be experted from it. 


Of the Ztfe of my Sal Mirabilis, as well in the 
Solution of Metals t as in the Freparation of 
Medicines. . 

F lrft, it is to be noted, That not only Metals, but al- 
fo all Stones, and Bones thcmfclvcs, refuling the 
folution of all corrofive Salts, may be radically diffob 
ved by my Sal Mtrabile , and molt things fo dillolvcd, 
whether they be Metallick, Vegetable, or Mineral, 
put on a green colour,of fomeof which the greenefs 
remaineth, but of others, inprocefs of time, is chan¬ 
ged into a yellow or red colour. 

Concerning this wonderful mutation and folution,, 

I could write a great Volume, if I had notdefigned this 
Labour for another place, intending here only to de- 
feribe the folution of Gold, becaufe another better 
cannot be found. I have found the folution of the 
reft of the Metals which are adhibited, to be unfit; 
either for the prefervation or recovery of Health, as 
I have admonilhed a little before y but I have found 
Salt and Gold to be moft noble fubjerts, of which an 
excellent Medicine muft neceflarily be prepared: For 
Saltexaltcth the Powers and Virtues'of all things to a 
high degree of perfection, and infinuateth them into 
the humane body : Thisfcems to me not unlike the 
volatile and fugacious Spirit of Vegetables, as of 
Wine and Beer, &c. which eominginto the Body of 
Man, addeth ftrength to the Animal Spirit, that it 
moveth it felf more readily, and with greater alacrity. 
Indeed every other Meat and Drink, whether it be 
Bread or Water, communicattth fome ftrength to the 
Body, but not fo powerfully and efficacioully as any 
generous Wine, whofe Spirit is very pure, efficacious, 
and fobtilc -, fo that its too plentiful ufe awakeneth all 
things that lie hid in a Man,and brings them to light. 
In the fame manner Salt encreafeth and confirmeth all 
things,& being united with them, maketh manifeft all 
their hidenVirtues,which withoutSaltwould remain in 
darknefs. Who could have manifefted to us thatgreat 
Poifon which lies hid in Arfenick, if Salts had not re¬ 
vealed it? Ifany melancholly Perfon(who otherwife 
in his own nature is prone to ftilnefs, like one dead ) 
(hall drink any fpiritucus Wine, or ftrong Drink, his 
Spirits, that were before dull, and as it were buried in 
a Dream, will prefently be awakened, and his Tongue 
fet at liberty. The fame doth Salt perform, which 
addeth an encreafe ro the powers of all things, efpe-- 
cially of the Metals, which it rendereth manifeft and 

known. 
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known. And indeed without Salt Poifons could not 
have been known, as I have faid a little above, con¬ 
cerning Arfenick and Argent-vive : If Salt worketh 
thofe things in evil fubjeds.bydilatingand cncrcafing 
their malignity. Why fhould it not effeft the fame in 
good fubjcdts, by augmentingtheir goodncfs ? Thcre= 
fore, bccaufc among Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral 
fubjcds, there arc none more noble and eminent than 
Gold and Salt, which have their original from the 
Sun, it would be ill done to pafs them by, and to feek 
viler fubjcds,for the making of an excellent Medicine, 
feeing that if we take Wine, Salt, and Gold, there are 
no other things which afford us fo excellent Virtues • 
Therefore acquiefcing in thefe, we will endeavour of 
them to make a molt noble Medicament. ' 

The P ROC ESS. 

'T'Ake three or four parts of Sal Mira'dle, and one 
-*■ part of Gold (rightly fitted or prepared for this 
Operation) mix them, and put the mixture into a 
itrong Glafs Retort,well luted,which place in an open 
fire, encreafing the fire by degrecs,until the Glafs be 
red hot, urge the fire,and continue it ftronger, for an 
hour, then ceafe, and let all cool, take out the Retort, 
and free it from the Lute, that it may not be mixed 
with the matter contained in the Glafs, but that may 
remain pure, which is to be accurately feparated from 
the Glafs, and together with what is fublimed into the 
neck of the Retort,tobe put into a clean glafs ; which 
matter will look of a greenilh colour : To this matter 
pour fome Rain-water, that it may be diffolvcd in an 
eafie heat, and the Salt, with part of the Gold, may be 
mixed with the Water. Filter this grafs-green Solu¬ 
tion through Paper, and draw offfomepartof the wa¬ 
ter by defoliation, that the green Liquor may remain, 
not corroding nor tailing (harp, nor yet too urinous, 
but fit to be drank in all Vehicles. The Gold which 
the Sal £>;,.v«>w hath not diffolved, you will find after 
the folution, which you may again ufe for the like 
Work; but the green Liquor you may prefently ufe, 
as well in Medicine as in Alchymy, which will afford 
you many profitable things. He that will draw off all 
the Phlegm to a green Salt, and thenextrad that fait 
with an alkalized Spirit of Wine, will obtain a Medi¬ 
cine yet more efficacious: For the Spirit of Wine will 
not be tinged with a green, but a red colour, and will 
be very fweet, rendering the Golden Virtues of the 
Salt more efficacious, and more commodioully and 
readily infinuateth them into the Members of the Hu¬ 
mane Body. 

NB. This is to be noted, That the Sal Enlxitm doth 
not imbibe the whole mafs of Gold in diffolving, but 
only its purer part. Now, if you repeat this Opera¬ 
tion upon the fame pure.mafs, as yet once more, you 
will extrad the greatefl purity, and without all doubt 
obtain a moft noble Medicament, which no man can 
refute, although he be a capital Enemy to the Truth. 
This is the Operation, no lefs compendious than true, 
of preparing a great Medicine of Gold, Salt, and 
Wine, meriting the name of an Aurum Potabilc^whok 
great Powersand Virtues are now to be manifclted 
to the neceffitous Sick. * 


Of the Powers and Virtues of my Green-Lyon, 
Vitriol of Sol, or Wonderful Golden Salt. 

HTHis green golden Liquor may be fafely and pie a- 
fantly ufed by all, whether young or old, lick or 
in health, without any difference of Pcrfons, becaule it 
contained) nothing which is evil or prejudicial: For 
a clcanfcd Salt and Gold, never inferr any ill, but arc 
alwaics profitable, exercifing their wholefom Opera¬ 
tions, as well in Vegetables,as Animals and Minerals,as 
in the followingTreatilc (hall be clearly demonftrated. 

Firft, This green liquor,only>by ics external afped, 
checreth the Heart, Brain,and all the vital Spirits, 
Teeing that of all colours there is none fnperiour to the 
Green in plcalantncfs, of which all men are witnefs, 
who have overcome the intenfe cold of a (harp Win¬ 
ter, behold tjtc renewing greennefs of the Trees halt 
dead, and Herbs extind, in the Spring time, with 
great delight and plcafure, and feel all the Blood in 
their Body to be renewed and revived. • 

Secondly, This Golden Liquor being drank,ffreng- 
thencdi and confirmcth the whole htmidum radic.ilc y 
Stomach, Brain, and all the inward parts of the body, 
beyond all other Medicines which I have hitherto 
known. Alfo it expcllcth Mclancholly, and all anxie¬ 
ties of Mind, taketh away Palpitations of the Heart, 
openeth Obftrudions of the internal Vcffcls; it hea¬ 
led) the hurts of the inward parts, as Liver,Lungs,oFc. 
and cureth all inward Exulcerations; it cureth Gra¬ 
vel and Stone,whether inthc Reins or Bladder;it kcep- 
Cth the Body foluble ; expelled) Wind,with the pains 
of the Cholick ; preferveth the Blood from Corru¬ 
ption ; cureth the Leprofie, Scabs, and Fevers of all 
forts; in proccfs of time it taketh away the Gout; to 
the infulting Apoplexy and Epilepfie it afforded) pre, 
fent Cure; it cleanfeth the Blood infeded by the 
Scurvy, Plague, and other contagious Dileafesic 
preferveth and freeth from all internal Ulcers; dc- 
fendeth the Lungs, Liver, and other parts, and remo- 
veth Exulcerations already arifen, and takes them a- 
way radically. It fo tingeth all the inward parts of a 
Man with its Balfamick Virtue, that not being cafily 
obnoxious to Difeafcs, they enjoy a found and long 
Life. Outwardly ufed, it healeth all frefh wounds, 
jio lefs than old and open Ulcers, without any Oint¬ 
ments or Plafters ; for in curing Ulcers of this fort, 
there is nothing in Animals, Vegetables, or Minerals, 
which anfwereth to this in Virtue; as alfo inwardly 
it cureth Ruptures. 

This is ti:e nature and property of Gold, that it 
moft potently .taketh away all filths, and alfo aftring- 
eth ; which two things are nccclfarily required inthc 
Cure of all Ulcers. This Salt, by its own help, coni 5 
modioufly doth the fame, and alfo wonderfully pro¬ 
motes the Virtues of the Gold : The faid Liquor very 
quickly taketh away the Ulcers of the Mouth and 
Throat, with all their fcorbutick Infedion, which 
are wont to give way but veryflowly to other Medi= 
cines: And this it doth, although the Tongue, Uvula, 
and all the Palate Ihould be fullofPuftuIes. lnfhort, 
for the taking away all internal and external Ulcers, 

1 think no Medicine prcferrablc to this Liquor ; but 
all other defects of the Body, which it cureth, for bre¬ 
vity’s faked will pafs over. 

Moreover, this green and golden Liquor hath this 
nature and property, that beyond all other Medi¬ 
caments, it conciliateth a wonderful fertility to all 
things,.as its fignature, the wit, the green colour,and 
my diverfc infallible Experiments, do truly teliifie. 

Y y y Hence 
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Hence the feeds of all Vegetables being macerated in 
the fame Liquor and let in meet' naked Sand,they put 
forth golden Sprouts and Plants, having a fmell much 
ftronger and pleafantcr, a fairer colour, and greater 
length than thofe which grow out of a fat Earth- 
Therefore this green Liquor holdcth the chief place in 
rendering Vegetables green and fruitful, and augmen¬ 
ting their growing faculty ; fo alfo among all the Me= 
dicines, 1 kr.otv it hath no equal in conciliating and 

preferving fertility in the humane body : For in all 

the Difeafesof Mankind it bringeth great help and 
comforc, and efrerteth more in allifting the fruitful- 
nefs both of Male and Female, than can be believed, 
and is fo great an exciter of Venus, that it bringeth 
great folace not only to Old men, who being baulked 
by their younger Wives, are forced to lie ftill, but al¬ 
fo to fuch Women who are barren in their flouriffi- 
ing age, and therefore deflitute of Heirs. 

1 write not dreaming,but am taught by Experience, 
having feen fome men fo ftrengthened by this Medi¬ 
cine, that they have feemed to themfelves never to 
have been weak, the which alfo fome Women have 
experienced- Neverthelefs Inch Medicaments are 
not to be adminiihed too frequently to this Sex, fee¬ 
ing that without this fort of help they are wont to be 
fometimes e.vagicated by a more falacious Itch than is 
convenient: Its ufe is more fafe to Old men,inafmuch 
as it cannot do them the leal! damage. Nor ought 
thofe things which l here deliver, to feem a wonder 
to any, for they have their certain and undoubted c‘au= 
fes of Operation. . 

Let thofe two iubjerts, of which the Green-L.yon is 
cpmpofedjto wit,falt&gold be infperted;thcy are the 
tell of things, & necefiarily required to the generation 
of all things'" •, forwvhat herb can be brought forth with- 
out feed and faltPnot indeed the lcaft : for if the earth 
or fand wanteth fait, the feed of the Herb can neither 
have nutriment nor production : Yea, if the feed it 
felf be alfo lowed in a fat Earth, and yet be deftitute 
of the Rays of the Sun, it can in no wife grow out oi 
the Earth, but will be fuffocated and perifh; the which 
thin<* is not hid to Rufticks, who after they have fow- 
ed their feed, do ardently expert the warm Sunfhine. 
Therefore, for a defirable coming up of Vegetables 
out of the Earth, and their encreafe, there is required 
a fat and fait Earth, as alfo the warm and fruitful 
heat of the Sun, with neceflary Rain ; which alfo is 
to be underflood of the generation and multiplication 

of Animals. ' ' J 

NB. In Aimim potabile fait fiipplies the room ot 
fatnefs.Gold isthcSun, and the Spirit of Wine per- 
formeth the Office of the warm and fruitful Rain ; fo 
alfo no Mineralsare procreated, but by the help of the 
fun and labour of fait. They exerciling their ope¬ 
rations upon the Water, generate Minerals, as the 
Writings of the ancient Philofophers teach. 

Some ignorant man may here objert and ask, How 
it can be, that the Sun, by operating in the depth of 
the Eartlrffionld generate Minerals and Metals or faltr 
Let him know, that the Sun, by his hot Rays, cloth ex-- 
cite the central fire in the profundity of the Earth; 
which central fire is not unknown to thofe who are 
occupied in digging Metals out of the Earth, who 
fometimes feel fo ftrong a heat, that laying afide their 
Clothes they are conllrained to labour very leifurely, 
vea fometimes wholly to intermit it; as I havetauglit 
in the b'vft Part of my Mineral 1 Fork- Thcrefore no 
man ofa found mind will dare to oppofe thefe things, 
feeing.that it is wholly agreeable to Truth, that ge¬ 
neration and encreafe in all Animals, Vegetables, and 


Minerals, do arife from the fun and fait, to which 
water is wont to be an help. 

Seeing therefore that my golden Liquor is prepared 
of fuch fubjerts, it can operate no other thing than 
fertility, and thereby figned by Nature with that 
beautiful greennefs, by which it iigniiieth its endow¬ 
ment to render all things fruitful: God adorneth no¬ 
thing with His marks and figns in vain ; from which, 
as from His fignatures,the powers and virtues may be 
more clearly known, than from Books. For the fig- 
nature with which things are figned by GOD and Na¬ 
ture never erreth ', but the Books and Writings com¬ 
piled by Men very often erre. Wherefore did the 
ancient Philofophers and Poets worffiip Venus ^ the 
Goddefs of Love and of Generation, and attribute to 
her a beautiful green, generated of the fpume or foam 
of the fea ? What is the foam or froth which the fea 
callcth out upon the fhore,but fait, which being dried 
up by the heat of the fun, is reduced to fait ? And the 
Poets, efpccially Virgil and Ovid , who were men of 
great literature, would not have handled fuch things 
with fo prolix an ambage of words, but that they were 
willing by their Fabulous writings to reveal that great 
Phiiofophick Myflery to the wor Id : Therefore 1 con- 
flantly afl'ert, That this green Liquor is the chief Me¬ 
dicine of all things to grow or be encreafed, as its 
pleafant Viridity and infallible Experience do teflifie. 
The Ocean, the Mother of all fertility, ffieweth alfo 
its greennefs, cfpecially in thofe places where it is rich 
in fait, and Itrongly irradiated by the Beams of the 
Sun. This is well known among Seamen, who from 
the change of the water into a greener colonr, pre- 
fcntly collcrt, that they are near to hotter Regions, in 
which the Sun-beams arc more ftrongly projerted ; 
for in fuch places the Sea is fo fait, that it ffiineth like 
fire: The Urine of thofe pilling out of a ffiip, falling 
into the Sea, ffieweth like fparks of fire ; there four 
parts of water are found to contain one part of fait. 
The Mediterranean Sea is not fo full of Salt, as that 
which is between Spain and France •„ and again, in this 
it felf is found not a little difference, feeing that the 
Spanijb fide exceeded) the French in faltncfs; and the 
Ocean it felf, by how much the nearer it is to the 
North, by fo much it is lefs fait; for which reafon al¬ 
fo the fait is weaker, and of lefs Virtue, being more 
remote from the beams of the Sun. Therefore the 
Danes ; Sweetly and other Nations, inhabiting the Nor= 
them parts, although they have plenty of Sea-water, 
neverthelefs they do not make fait of it, but fetch it 
from France ox Spain ; which is a Teflimony evident 
enough,that fait is elaborated in the water by the moft 
ardent Beams of the Sun, and produced for the fake 
of anuniverfai fertility. 

This is indicated by the German name of the Sea, 
Mcer y which is all one as if we ffiould fay Vermeer., that 
is, Encreafe , Enlarge. An Appellation very well agree¬ 
ing with the thing, becanfe without the Sea nothing 
would encreafe in the Earth, baton the contrary, all 
things live, and arc encreafed by it. 

Hence the green colour is a manifeft Index and Sig¬ 
nature of Fruitfulncfs, which might be demonflrated 
by infinite examples, which, for the avoiding of pro¬ 
lixity, is not here neceflary, feeing that the thing it 
felf is fo manifelt. 

Some profligate Dcriders, who love to oppofe the 
Truth, may fay, That this green colour doth not 
proceed from Gold, but from Copper, that lo they 
may drawhoneft men away from the Truth, becaufe 
no Gold feemeth to them to be of ufe in Medicine-, 
with which Cavil they have before now. accofted my 
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Aurttm Potabile. That I may flop their impure mouths 
and obviate the frivolous Objections of this fort, 1 fay, 
that 1 indeed confefs, Copper among the Metals doth 
obtain a green colour, if it be diflolved in Aquafortis, 
and other Corrofive Liquors of that kind: But Gold 
being diifolved in the fame,appeareth in a yellow co¬ 
lour, and not a green, which is known to every body. 
But who would think me to be fo ftupid and rude, to 
impofe upon any fo open a Cheat ? Who alfo in any 
wife could hide fuch a Cheat ? For Copper being dif¬ 
folved in fait waters, would prefently difcover the 
Fraud, by its evil naufeating and Vitriolick tafte, o ’ 
which butone drop being fwallowed down, would ex¬ 
cite violent Vomitings, and would not be a Medicine, 
but rather a Poifon. Moreover, if you put a Knife 
into fuch afolution, it will be prefently covered over 
with the Copper, and appear to be Coppery. The 
contrary plainly happeneth, if any pure Iron be dip, 
ped in my GreemLyon j for it will prefently appear 
to be gilt with the colour of Gold, and that more fair 
and eminent than any Ducat, or other piece of golden 
Mony exhibitetb. If any Iron-Wire be put into it, 
and there left for a certain time, it will at length be 
changed into a pure Gold, which is an infallible tefti- 
mony, that that Liquor doth not draw its original 
from Copper, but from Gold. Again, it may be ob¬ 
jected, that a vulgar folution of Gold by Aqua Regia, 
alfo tingeth Iron with a golden colour, and adhereth 
to the fame ; therefore this is no Itrange thing, foraf- 
much as it is common and known to every man- I an- 
fwer, That fuch a folution, not green, but yellow, 
doth indeed by precipitation adhere to the Iron, and 
diflolvcth the Iron it fclf, and reduceth it into a 
Mud, but doth not penetrate it, and preferve it in its 
form, as my green Liquor doth, which therefore is 
not to be numbred among thofe corrofive folutions; 
but that which is done by the Sal Et. ixnm , is rather to 
be called an Extraction than a Solution : For my Sal 
Mirabile is of that nature, that it .doth not throughly 
dilfolve any fine Powder, or Calx of Gold, but only 
cxtraCleth from it whatfoever is molt pure, and lea- 
veth the reft like a black Powder. Moreover, that 
Solution is not corrofive ; for if it were, it would cor¬ 
rode and dilfolve the Iron, and not tinge it with the 
colour, and advance it to the degree of Gold,the Iron 
remaining whole. By a like reafon the green Soluti¬ 
on of Copper, made with the vulgar corrofive waters, 
afl'oeiateth it felf with the Iron, in a green colour, 
corroderh it, and forfaketh the Copper. But if Cop¬ 
per be dilTolved with my Sal Mirabile , that folution 
doth not penetrate Iron, but tranfmuteth the whole 
in its own form into Copper, yet not prefently, but in 
a long progrefs of time. 

From all thefe things maybe feenthe great diffe¬ 
rence between the vulgar corrofive folutions of Gold, 
Copper, and other Metals, and mine, void of all cor- 
rofion, which is performed by my Sal Mirabile , diflol- 
ving the Bodies of the Metals, after a far other man¬ 
ner than thofe corrofive folutions are made. There¬ 
fore it is not to be reckoned among vulgar folutions, 
feeing that it poirefTeth far other Virtues. The vulgar 
folution of Gold, made by Aqua Regia, hurteth all 
'things, as a corrofive Poifon ; a little of it being put 
to any Vegetable feed, depriveth it of all its growing 
faculty, and throughly killeth it. Some drops of it 
being drank by a Man, would corrode his throat and 
ftomaeh, like Poifon. A Liquor of this fort, by its 
corrofive and gnawing faculty, converteth the Metal 
put into it into flimeermudd. That folution which 
is made by the rectified Spirit of Salt, may fafely be 


taken by any, when a fiifficient quantity of Water is 
mixed with it; but it is not fwcet, it conltringeth the 
Tongue, and itaineth the Hands; this doth not my 
green Liquor, for it neither coloureth the Hands,nor 
aftringeth the Tongue, nor yet corrodcth the feeds of 
Vegetables, but rather exciteth them to fertility- 
■ Whence it appears, that my laid S,<1 Mirabile is 
not corrofive, but by it felf is a good Medicine for all 
Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals,which Experience 
it felf moft evidently argueth: Therefore it can work 
nothing but good, becaulc prepared .without any Cor¬ 
rofive, and reprefented to the eye by a wonderful fig- 
nature, to wit, the fair Green colour. 

# This fignatnre is an undoubted token of its e.\traor= 
dinary Virtues, in rendering all living things vegctc 
and fruitful, which lie abfeonded in its inward Pcne- 
trals. And this I think fufficient to be faid to thofe 
foolilh andidle Cavils of ignorant Scoffers, with which 
they may infult over me- 

Whatfoever I have here aferibed to my Green 
Lyon, my red Aunim Potabile , extracted with Spirit 
of Wine, alfo performeth the fame, and that as well in 
Vegetables and Animals, as in Minerals; for the Spi¬ 
rit of Wine can hurt none of them, but rather inlinua- 
teth the virtues of Gold into Vegetables and Animals, 
and rendereth them more efficacious. But concerning 
the folution of Gold by my Sal Mirabile , and its effica¬ 
cy and operation, this may fufficc for the prefent. 

As for the folution of the other Metals, there is no 
need to make many words, or to write a large Vo¬ 
lume about it, feeing that from what hath been al¬ 
ready faid, any man may cafily conjecture, that folu¬ 
tions of this fort, made by the help of Sal Mirabile , 
are far better than thofe made by Corrolivcs. The 
Vitriol of Ftenus made by its help, doth not hurt Vege* 
tables, as common Vitriol, which killeth the fame by 
its corrofion *, but the Vitriol made by Sal Mirabile 
wonderfullyproraoteth the growing faculty in Ve¬ 
getables, fo that Lunar,Venereal, Martial, Jovial,and 
Mercurial Herbs may be produced, which will have 
wonderful effects, efpecially if the Vegetative faculties 
of Lunar Herbs be encreafcd and promoted by the 
Salt of Luna ; of Venereal, by the Salt of Venus, and 
fo of the reft- 

Enough hath beenfpoken to the Wife, but he that 
hitherto cannot apprehend what I have faid, is an Afs, 
and unworthy of fuch Arcamms. From this Foun¬ 
dation a diligent Phyfician may ereCt a far other me¬ 
thod of Curing, and may prepare for himfelf fuch 
Medicines, by which he may obtain Honour and 
Wealth. 1 have for many years obferved, that Herbs 
are wont to acquire Martial faculties and properties, 
if they grow out of a reddifh Martial Earth, although 
they were not before of a Martial nature, but of a So¬ 
lar, Lunar, Venereal, Jovial, Saturnine, or Mercurial 
Property. 

But how much more wonld the innate properties 
and virtues of Herbs be ftrengthe.icd and encrea¬ 
fcd, if they were notnourifhed by the Dung of Ani¬ 
mals, but fee in pure fand and watered with Sal Mi - 
rabile 'impregnated with the virtues of Metals, and 
thence acquire the promotion of their growing facul¬ 
ty. Truly other Herbs of far greater Virtues, and 
other odours and tails, would be brought forth, than 
the common, which arc wont to be produced bv the 
Dung of Animals, and the fimplc Salt of the Earth. 

By this means fo ftrong an attraClive Power may b£ 
conciliated to the Seeds of all Herbs, that by a Mag- 
netick power they may attrasfl to themfelves the 
Aftral powers and influences, and fo encreafe their 

Viftuas 
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Virtues, that without any Preparation they might be 
able to cure all Dil'eafcs to admiration- NB. That 
it is neceflary, that he that would exaftly underiland 
the nature of Herbs, fliould know how to promote the 
vegetative faculties of Solar Herbs, with Solar Salt; 
of Lunar with Lunar, and fo of the reft, and not that 
he fliould intermix the one with the other, without any 
confidcration ; which without doubt would be a hin¬ 
drance to the defired fuccefs. . 

Confider theie things with an accurate Meditation, 
as great Secrets and Arcannms, which will not be re¬ 
vealed to the perverfe World. A word to the Wife 
is enough therefore I will add no more; but I make 
no doubt, but that this Revelation of my Sal Mtrabtle , 
in procefs of time, will be accepted by diligent Phy* 
licians, and bring fo much benefit, that they will by 
the fame efieft much good in comforting and curing 
the Sick. All things have their time, fo alfo this Ar¬ 
canum, which in its time will be in vigour i but \ 


means the Salt of Ehjl/a became fo flrong, that it ex¬ 
pelled Death, and 1 cudercd the Water good, and the 
barren Eai tli fruitful. 

When Elias was to be carried up into Heaven, he 
faid to Elijha, Ask of mo nhat I fliall do for thee, be¬ 
fore I am taken from tlice. Ehfitt asked of Elias, that 
he would grant to him a double portion of his Spirit: 
Elias anfwercd, It is a bard thing which thou baft asked , 
if thou Jbalt fee me when 1 am taken from thee, it fhall be 
as thou defire ft, but if not , thou Jbalt obtain nothing. And 
when they went on together talking, behold, there 
cometh a fiery Chariot with Horfes of Fire, and par¬ 
ted them afunder; fo Elias was carried to Heaven in 
a fiery Chariot and Elijba feeing this, cried out, My 
Father, my Father, &e. Liften therefore, Wherefore 
did Elsas fay to Elijha, If thou Jbalt fee me rrhen 1 Jhall 
be taken from thee,thonjbalt have thy defire,other wife not I 
And why with this condition ? Could not Elias at his 
own will have rendered Elijha the pofTefibr of his 

1_in. ■* .1 _ ^ rr i: ._u _ • i 


won Id not haveany manpe r fwade li i in fel fjthat he may I will! ? Perhaps very eafily, but Elias would notwith- 
fifii out of me the Preparation of my Sal Mtrabtle , 11 out fome medium, becaufe Elijha was to be doubly fea- 


iv'ill note# Pearls before ingratefnl Swine , but will re- 
ferve them for Friends. But left an occafion Ihould 
be given to ignorant Deriders, and thofc that hate me, 
of calumniating and flandering me,asifl my felfwere 
ignorant of preparing of a Salt of this fort, I have 
determined to deliver fome fmall portions to divers 
prudent men, not of this Salt only, but alfo of thofe 

Salts which are endued with the Virtues of Gold, Sifi 

ver, and other Metals, that at any time they may be 

able to exhibit a clear Teftimony of the Truth: And 

I will produce thofe Herbs themfelves, that I may have 
them in readinefs to fliew to others- > 

Therefore let no man trouble me with his Letters, 
to ask of me this fait, or other Medicines, for I will 
communicate them to none, but fuch as I know, and 
with whom I am familiar. 

Great Thanks are to be given to Almighty GOD, 
who hath made this prefent unworthy World partaker 
of fuch Magnalta. 1 have fought, and have opened 
the way to'others •, letanother alfo feek, and enter by 
the way 1 havefliewed. that infilling in myfootfteps, 
he may by the eafier labour, obtain a greater light of 

Nature. . . 

But that I may omit nothing which pertaineth to the 
rood- Inftitution and Do&rine, and concerneth the 
«lory and honour of Salt, I will yet over and above add 
one infallible Teftimony, by which any rude and ig¬ 
norant man may evidently fee, that all fertility con- 

fjfteth in Salt only, and that it is the moft precious 
Treafure of the whole World, for the health of the 
Body, and that in it lie hid moft ample Riches. 

Fertility is indeed already demonftrated in many 
foregoing Teltimonies ; but becaufe the Hiftory of 
the Prophet Elijha agreeth more than a little with 
tliefe my layings, and may be a clear Teftimony to 
them, I have thought fit here to adjoin it. We read in 
2 Kirnrs, 2- 19 • that the men of the City faid to Eli - 
Jha, Behold, it is good to dwell in this Ciiy , as my Lord 
feeth ; but the water is naught, and the ground about it is 
barren: Bring hither to tne (faith he) a new l^effel full 
of Salt. Which being brought, he went to the Spring 
into which he call the Salt, faying. Thus faith the Lord, 
J have healed this Water, front henceforth there Jhall no 
dearth and barrennefs arife thence. So the Water was 
healed even to this day, according to the word of£- 
lijha which wasfpoken. 

That this great Myftery may the better be under- 
ftood, it will be necellary firft a little to conilder the 
Hiftory it felf, from which it may be known by what 


foned with the Celeftial Fire, by which he was fepa- 
rated from Elias , for Fire bringeth forth Salt •, the 
Celeftial Fire bringeth forth a Celeftial Salt, and the 
Elementary Fire an Elementary. 

In this Hiftory is fet before our Eyes the eternal 
Divine Light, and alfo the natural, although fewdif- 
cfcrn either of them, inafmuch as their hearts are har¬ 
dened and obfeured by a horrid blindnefs. And both 
the Old and New Tcftament arc full of fuch Myfte- 
ries ; fothat l dare boldly affirm,That all the Trea= 
fures both of Soul and Body may be found in the Holy 
Scriptures, if we will ^ and that we have no need to 
read the Writings of the Heathen Philofophcrs. I add 
this onc’thing, That it is of God alone to open the 
Eyes of thofe who defire to underftand Divine and 
Natural Myfterics; for without divine illumination, 
all things are dead and buried in darknefs. This 
Truth putteth to flight the diabolical Cavils and Slan¬ 
ders of all fcoffing Mountebanks and Jack-puddings. 
But which of them will oppofe this, and feek fertility 
from any other thing than Salt? Truly, I believe no 
man, except that moft profligate Farmer , with his 
wretched Followers, who determine, That Salt doth, 
not fatten, but Dung ; when ncverthelefs this is to 
be aferibed to the former, and not to the later. But 
thofe Afs-like Brethren oflgnorance, being convinced 
of their filthy Lyes by the moft evident Truth, will £ 
hope have their impure and fhamelefs mouths more 
than fufficiently flopped. I therefore acquiefce in 
this demonftration, in which I think I have evidently 
proved, That the Sun and Salt are the moft noble 
Creatures of God, and that Salt is by me rightly and 
dcfervedly called the greateft Treafure, and thegrea- 
teft Riches of the World; becaufe after an earthly 
manner of fpeaking, nothing can be more definable for 
fruitfulnefs. Salt is the Original of all fertility, the 
Sun is the original of Salt,and God the Creator of all 
things, of the Sun, to whofe Name be Honour and 
Glory for ever. Amen. 

But although this demonftration, which doth evi¬ 
dently (hew, that fait is the greateft Treafure in the 
world, be moft clear, and beyond all doubt; never* 
theIefs,Idoubt not, but it will not fatisfie the Cove¬ 
tous, who will fay, Where is the Stone of Philofophers 
which we expefted from thee,as the greateft Treafure 
of the whole world, that it being known and acqui¬ 
red, we might lead a brave life ? But ftay, my friend, 
until fome man fiiall come and render fordid men par¬ 
takers of fo great a Gift: For tliinkeft thou that if I 

were 
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its poflcfior, that l would defcribe fogreat a Mvftery, 
in fiich clear words as l have deferibed the fertility of 
the Earth : Not at all j nor have I the power of do¬ 
ing that, feeing that a man cannot give to any thofe 
things which are net his own, but God’s. Neverthe- 
lcfs, that the pious fearcher after Truth may have 
fome manodurtion to a Work of fo great moment, 1 
cannot but hold forth to him that fmall Light gran¬ 
ted me by Divine Grace, provided he hath not Owls 
eyes, (r,tinning the light of Nature, bccaufc they can¬ 
not bear its fplendcur ■, which if he hath not, it cannot 
be, but he wili give credit to a manifeft Truth- And 
concerning fo great a work, this is my opinion. That 
it is altogether pclTible, that the molt noble univerfal 
Pearl, to wit, the Medicine and Stone of Philofophers, 
rertoring the di r ealie Bodies of Men and Metals to 
their priEinc health and (fate, may be prepared of 
common fait: But of the Preparation, which is un 
known to me, l can affirm nothing certain •, but that it 
may be done, manifold and infallible Experience hath 
caul'cd me to believe ; which Experience l keep to my 
felt", and will not part with it to any, although 1 could 
very freely, if I might or durftmake pious men par¬ 
takers of it: But becaufe Faith is efferted in 11s by God 
alone, it is to be fought from Him by Prayer, and not 
to be exported from Men- 

Therefore that ("according to my promife) I may 
demonftrate, That the Stone of Philofophers, lying 


hid in falc, may be got out of it by the benefit of Art, I 
defire only this thing of the ftudious of divine My- 
fterics,tlm he would fearch after tnofc things, in my 
Writings lately printed, which 1 have fpoken concer¬ 
ning the little Fiih Echiae.s , viz., by what means he 
may be taken with a Net out of the fartSca, for there 
he wili find 2 fufficient manudurtion, of which it is not 
neceflary that I fliould here fay any more- Thofe are 
the things which 1 was willing to add in honour of 
that noble creature fait: He that will not believe the 
nioft noble Pearl, of a univerfal and particular Medi¬ 
cine, to be included in the inward pcnctra’sof Salt, I 
cannot help him ; it is free for every man to feck and 
walk in another way- 

Would it not be too tedious, I could alfo plainly 
prove, that from marine Bidhs, (as Coral, Mother of 
Pearl, Oylter-fhells, ard the like things, being diflol- 
ved into water, and precipitated,) may be extrarted 
corporal Gold, which I have done with my own hands, 
and therefore can boldly witnefsit- 

But l will Ihutup the Tables, what 1 have hitherto 
fpoken being fufficient for this time-, from which I 
hope and believe that others will receive benefit: 
Which l heartily with, together with the divine bene- 
dirtion to all pious men. Amen, 
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A Fundamental Inftitution evidently (hewing by what means not only the Virtues, 
Signification, Nature, and Properties of Salts, Metals , and Planets , may be eafily known, but 
alio the reafons of their Names and Appellations, and this not from Books or Writings, but from 
their naked Signature, to be obtained and known by the help of the Circle and Quadrant. 


CCInttctt fo* tljcfc fakes toljo bcttgljt fit tfjc profitable anti bigljlp jQccclfatP Con¬ 
templation of Dtbine piracies. 


To the well minded READER, 


I T is a common faying. Beware of thofe whom Nature 
hath marked, the which is indeed true, if it be 
underitood concerning men who are infignized 
with fome preternatural marks, or of the abor¬ 
tions of Nature, but concerning other things it is falfe. 
For the Almighty God hath figned all His Creatures, 


as well fmall as great, equally with their own certain 
fignatures, and hath as it were fubjerted their depart¬ 
ed Lineaments to the Eyes of men, by which they 
might know what the nature and property of every 
thing is, and what Commpdity and Profit it may 
bring to mankind. Hence not only all Vegetables, as 
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Herbs, Shrubs, and Trees, but alfo Animals, as Bealls 
of every kind, yea, and Man himfelf,which abide upon 
the Earth, the Fillies inhabiting the Waters, and the 
Birds of the Air ; but alfo all things moveable and 
immoveable, he hath ligncd with their peculiar foims 
and figures, to lignifie to us by thole their figns, of 
what ufe every Herb, every Animal, every Bird, and 
every Filh is, and for what purpofc it fcrveth. And 
this is the Divine Infcriptiou which the Divine Finger 
hath written upon all things, and by which the nature 
of all things Ihould have been learned by us- 

But after that Men began more and more to de¬ 
cline from the humane, to a brutilli nature,and ceafed 
to have the Rcafon of fo noble a Signature, prefer* 
ring their brutal Conceptions to the Divine Works, 
ancf pollponing the Signatures incited in all things by 
Nature-, it came to pafs, that in a long proceis of 
time that true Signature, or Divine Infcription, being 
ob feu red. peri hied by degrees, and wholly vanilhed 5 
fo that but a very few arc found in this Age, who are 
endowed with any knowledge of fo great a Science 5 
for the greateft part of men are wont to follow the 
duCt of Books and Writings, and ftudy to learn the 
Virtues and Proprieties of things out of tjiem. Nei¬ 
ther could this ftudy be difapproved of, if the true, 
ncomipted, and entire Writings of the ancient and 
Jingnlarly^experienccd noble Authors remained with 
us. But becaufe in a long Series of time their fre¬ 
quent deferiptions, emendations, and interpretations 
have fo corrupted them, that fcarceany thing of truth 
is to be found in them-, it were far better that fuch 
mangled and corrupted Writings were not fo much 
followed, but that rather that old foundation laid by 

God himfelf, upon which all thofe Writings, all Cha- 
raders,and all S : gnatures do reft, and from whence 
they have received their beginning, (hould be again 
brought out of Darkncfs into Light, and the nature 
and properties of things learned from thence. This 
would be the true way of coming to the knowledge of 
Nature, in a (hort fpace of time, without fo many er- 
rours, to which, by thofe falfe Writings, a man can¬ 
not come in many years. 

Sonic perhaps may ask* where that ancient Founda¬ 
tion laid by God ought to be fought, or where it may 
be found ? I anfwer, Every where, inafmuch as it is 
before the eyes of every man, but efpecially (hewing 
itfelf in the Heavens, where the Sun, Moon, and all 
the Stars are conftituted by God in a round Figure, 
fignifying to us that all Forms and Figures take their 
beginning from a round Circle, and that a Circle or 
Rotundity it felf,as a rnoft perfect thing, pertaineth 
to the Heavens, and to GOD Himfelf. The Ancients 
certainly pnt it in that manner, that by a round Cir¬ 
cle they might denote thofe things which they could 
neither comprehend by number, pronounce by words, 
nor conceive by their ingeny i and on the contrary, 
thole things which did not exceed their capacity, in¬ 
geny, nor number, they figned with a fquare Figure: 
So that tilings celeftial,and exceeding humane capa¬ 
city, they have denoted by a Circle, but things vifible, 
earthly, and fubjeCt to humane capacity, by a Square, 
proceeding from a Circle- 

And although the fame ancient Philofophers, attri¬ 
buting a Circle to God only, were of the opinion, that 
God could not be more aptly expreft by any thing than 
a Circle, having (like Himfelf; neither beginning nor 
end: Neverthelefs all thofe things which after God 
they elleemed great, they alfo noted with a Circle, 
to wit, the Sun in the Firmament, and Gold in the 
Earth ; thefirftof which, fomeof thofe Philofophers 


thought to be God himfelf Others of thofe Heathen 
Philofophers have feigned for God the Effigies of a 
Serpent, winding himfelf into a round Circle -, and all 
earthy things of a celcftial original, they have repre : 
fented by a Square, and fo they have (hadowed out the 
Cclellial and the Tcrieftrial, by the Circle and Qua¬ 
drant. 

Therefore as they obferved how much of the Ce- 
leftialor Tcrreftrial Nature were in the things to be 
figned, fo much of the Circle or Square they added or 
fubftraCted, and according to that they varied their 
Figures: And not only in the CUeftial Lights, to wit, 
the Sun, Moon, and other Planets, but alfo in all earth¬ 
ly Creatures, produced in the Earth by the operations 
of the Sun, Moon, and the reft of the Planets and 
Stars, viz.. Gold, Silver,Copper,Tin, Iron, Lead, and 
Argcntwivc they have ufed this manner in figning 
them ali with Characters of this fort, and have noted 
them with the fame Characters which they have given 
to the Celcftial Lights, producing and effecting the 
Caufes of thofe inferiour Creatures- So the Sun 
and Gold, as the moft perfect Creatures of God, are 
figned with a Circle having a point or center in the 
middle j the Moon and Silver appear in the figure of 
an half Circle,or of two femicircles,ata fmall diftance 
from one another j which Ihew their Bodies not to be 
abfolutcly perfect, but as yet to labour under fome de¬ 
fect. The Characters of the other Planets, as h, y, 

, 9 , and 5, are alfo the Characters of the reft of the 
Metals, viz.. Lead, Tin, Iron, Copper, and Argents 
vive, bccaufe they are much more vile and imperfect 
than Gold and Silver,and are noted with more imper- 
feCtCharacters-, fu'cli are an half Circle and half 
Square, fignifying that they fcarce anfwer to the per* 
feCtion of Silver in the half part, and hardly to the 
fourth part of that of Gold. 

But that I may propofe the thing more clearly, I 
think it necelTary to inclofc the Characters of the 
Celcftial Lights, as ®, D, 5 , 5 , <?, V, and T?, and 
of the Terrcftrials, as Gold, Silver, Argent-vive,Cops 
per, Iron, Tin, and Lead, which the ancient Aftrono- 
mers and Philofophers have impofed upon them, in 
Squares,confifting of the fame magnitude,that by thofe 
it may appear in what degree they differ from each 
other in perfection- 
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Here thofe CharaCteriftick Figures of the Signa¬ 
tures are enclofed as it were in little Houfes, which 
are the Squares: Now, if into one of thofe I put the 
Character of the Sun or Gold, viz., around Circle no¬ 
ted with the letter B, it toucheth four parts of the 
Square, marked i 3 2,3,4, and fiileth it up, fignifying 





















Part I. 


of Salts, Metals, and Planets. 


that among Ccleftial and Terreftrial Creatures, the 1 
Sun and Gold do excell all other things, in their per¬ 
fection. 

The Chara&er of the Moon or Silver, under the let: 
ter C, touchcth three fides of the Square, to wit, the 
fuperiour with the top of her Horn, marked i, the 
lower fide marked 3, and the bending of her back 
toucheth the third fide, marked 2 j but by reafon of 
the incurvating concavity of her Superficies, (he can¬ 
not touch the fourth fide, marked 4. 

The Character of Mercury, under the letter D, with 
both his horns toucheth the upper fide of the Square, 
marked with number 1, and with the bottom of the 
Crofs the lower fide number 3 : the other two fides, 2 
and 4, he leaveth untouched, fo that the half part of 
the Square remaineth untouched by Mercury. Luna 
toucheth three fides or the fame, and Sol or Gold is 
contiguous to all the four fides. 

Venus ox Copper, under the letter E, alfoadhereth 
only to two fides of the Square, to wit, to the fuperi¬ 
our number i,and to the inferiour, marked with the 
number 3, but the fides, 2 and 4,remain untouched- 

In like manner alfo Mars, or Iron, toucheth only 
the upper and lower fides, as you fee under the letter 
F. So alfo Saturn, or Lead, under G 3 And Jupiter or 
Tin under H, you lee touch but two fides of their 
Squares. Therefore from this figure may be feen 
in what degree of perfection the Metals exceed one 
another, fo that he who hath refpeCt to this figure, 
cannot erre in difeerning the faid degrees. 

The Ancients have not inipofed thefe Characters, 
neither by chance nor in vain, but they have directed 
the whole reafon of charaCterifing to this end, that the 
Character might exactly agree with the Nature and 
Property of the thing figned 3 as the great agreement 
between the Celeftial Luminaries or Planets, and the 
Metals, doth clearly manifelt. Neverthelefs thefe 
things are not to be difeerned by all men, but by thofe 
only who are able throughly to infpeCt the nature of 
Metals, and from that knowledge of the Metals, to 
know the faid degrees of perfection 3 for fo much of 
rotundity as exhibits itfelf in the Character to the 
fight, fo much alfo of purity and perfection is in the 
figned body •, and fo much as it Ihews of the fquare, fo 
much alfo it hath of imperfection : And this is a Chy- 
mical Axiom or Precept altogether infallible, and fo 
certain, that he who in the emendation of Metals (hall 
follow it, will not eafily erre. 

Gold, the molt perfect of the Metals, by touching 
the four fides of the fquare, argueth its great perfe¬ 
ction : Silver is not far from the perfection of Gold. 
And among the reft of the Metals, Argent-vive, Iron, 
and Copper have the half, but Lead and Tin only the 
fourth degree of perfection. 

Thefe few things we think fufficient for thofe who 
nredefirous of fo great knowledge. He that defires 
to know more of thefe Harmonical Signatures, of the 
Celeftial Lights, and Terreftrial Bodies, let him accu¬ 
rately examin this Foundation, and he will find thofe 
things which neither Arifiotte long ago,nor ourSchools 
at this day, have had any knowledge of. This 1 dare 
afiert for truth. That the Ancients, in the Egyptian 
Schools, have hidden great Myfteries under the Cha¬ 
racters of their Signatures,and not only in thofe figns 
impofed upon the Sun, Moon, Stars,and Metallick Bo= 
dies, but that they have manifefted great Secrets by 
the very Names which they have given to all things, 
which was not by chance that they have given to this 
thing fuch a Name, and to that another : But when 
after times changed many Names, thence it happened, 


27t 

that thofe Signatures fell into great uncertainty, and 
are now perplexed with many doubts. The Names 
which from slda/n , Noah, and their Pofterity, were 
in ufc with the Egyptians, Ch.Jdeans, and Hebrews, the 
Greeks alfo had in ufe, and from the fame Foundation 
called things by due and tiue appellations. The La. 
tins have taken no care about thofe derived to them, 
although the only and true Foundation of every In* 
veftigation of thofe Secrets is placed in thofe. In¬ 
deed I being ignorant of the Egyptian, Chaldean, and 
Hebrew Tongues, know not how to interpret thofe 
Names with their fignature. But one that is skilful 
in thofe Languages, and endowed with fome know¬ 
ledge of natural light, by applying himfelf to lucli 
fearches, by a prudent inquilition, will find the Truth 
of thofe things which I have here written, to wit, 
That the Nature and Property of all things are po- 
fited in their Names and Characters: I will expedite 
the matter by a clearer Explication,and in a few words 
expound the Circle and Quadrate- In my Treatife of 
the Nature of Salts, I have clearly taught and demon- 
ftrated, that all things in the World have their ori¬ 
ginal from the Sun and Salt. The Ancients have de= 
figned the Sun by a Circle, and Salt by a Square: But 
as a Circle is firft drawn before that a Square can be 
put to it; and as a Circle by right is preferred before 
a Square, inafmuch as that is the Original of this 3 
fo alfo the fun is to be preferred to fait, to which it 
hath given Rife, and which it hath preceded in itsexi- 
ftency, and which being compared with the fnn its 
Original, is lefs to be efteemed : Hence, without the 
fun, fait generateth and produceth nothing 3 nor yet 
the fun without fait, becaufc in every generation and 
production there is neceffarily required the conjunCti- 
on of Male and Female, the fun performing the office 
of the male, and the Moon of the female. 

So Eve the Female, as a Square, arofe f*-om Maw, 
as from a Circle, and from both, to wit, from the cir¬ 
cle and the fquare conjoined, the fertility and propa¬ 
gation of mankind hath drawn its original. The Poets 
have attributed this propagation to Venus, and noted 
it with a fign compoled ofa Circle and a fquare, fay¬ 
ing, that the Goddcfs Vmis was born of the froth or 
foam of the Sea and Salt, and dried up by the Rays of 
the fun. 

The Character of Vmis being weighed with an ac¬ 
curate confideration of mind, very perfpicuoufly (hew- 
eth how wifely and prudently the Ancients have fha- 
dowed out the Myfteries of Nature by their Cha¬ 
racters- 

Venus is figned with a round Circle, with a Crols 
pendant from the Circle ; the Circle denoteth the 
Sun ; the Crofs, Salt: For when four lines are con¬ 
joined in their extremities, they make a Crofs, all the 
ends meeting in one point. But if all thofe Lines be 
difpofed fourfquare, they form a Quadrate. There¬ 
fore in things figned, the Crofs and the Square differ 
only in their external Figure, and fignifie one and the 
fame thing- 

That thisMyftery may be the better apprehended, 

I will interpret the true fignature of thofe principal 
Creatures of God, (to wit, the Sun and Salt, from 
which all things proceed) attributed to them by the 
Ancients, according to their Latin fignifications Sol 
and Sal , that their degrees and difference in nobility 
and goodnefs may evidently appear : For the more 
Circles there are confpicuous in rhofe words,the more 
of purity and goodnefs thev argue to be in the things 
which they denote ; and the more fquarcs there are 
in a Word, the more of earthinefs, imperfection, and 
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impure y is Ihewn to be in the thing thereby figmficd. 

But this Rule hold? only in thole words which were 
impofed upon things by the Ancients, in others not. 

bceinn therefore that it is beyond all doubt, that 
thde two wolds. So! and S.?/, were by the Ancients 
impofed upon the things they fignilie, according to a 
true fignaturewe will therefore further explain 

tll And here it is firft to be noted, that all the forms 
and figures of Vegetables, viz., of Trees, Herbs, and 
other things grow ingout ot the Earth, and al.o or 
Animals, whether Men or Bealls, alfo of Minerals, do 
take their oriental only from the circle and Iquaie, 
fo that by thole it may’be known what bodies or meni* 
bers are round or long', for the Body of a Man, as a - 
fo the Trunk of a Tiee, have not only a round, but 
alfo an cblor.g figure, and the joints of every finger, 
and the leaves and branches of Herbs and Trees (hew 
forth the fame figure, fo that in thofe the Circle and 
the Quadrate are every where found- 

Ar.d not only all the Creatures of God are noted 
with the fame fignature, but alfo all Writings and 
Letters, proceeding irom Adam ? froth, and then 
Pofterity, have taken their beginning front the Circle 
and Square. As for example : All the Latin Letters, 
even front the beginning to the end, you lhall tmd to 
be contpofed of a circle and a fquare. A contained 
two lines and a half of a fquare-, £confifteth ot two 
femicircles, and one line of a fquare ; ' is a femicir- 
cle •, D is formed of a fenticircle, and one line ot a 
fquare ; £ hith three lines and a half of a fquare ; 

F t wo and a hltlf of the fame; G confiileth of a fern:- 
circle, and half a 1 ine of a fquare ; and fo on to the 
laft: I etter of the Alphabet: So that all the Letteis be- 
ins eomnofed of a circle and a fquare, were left by the 
Ancients to fliadow out and figmfie thofe Myfteriesto 

Poilerity. , 

Therefore feeing that in my Trcatifc of the nature 
ef Saits 1 have evidently dentonftrated the Sun and 
Salt to be the beginning of all things, 1 think it necclla- 
ry to intei pret thofe two words, Sol and Sal , accor¬ 
ding to their nature, and to prove that they are the 
true beginning, and true end of all things. . 

Between the words Sal and S l there is no other 
difference, but the middle letter, which in Sat is Alpha, 
but in Sol Omega -, by which two Chrift nianifelted 
himfclf toSt.jfob' ; r But the initial and final letters of 
both words are the fame, they are diftinguilhed only 
by the middle letters, Alpla and Omega, and that not 
without great reafon 3 for as Sol generated! Sal from 
the beginning, and ail things which are take their ori¬ 
ginal from him, foalfo the end of all things lhall hap¬ 
pen at the laft day, when all things born and an fen 
from the Sun and Salt, fliall again be confumed by fire, 
as Peter writeth, to wit, that the Sun, Moon, and all 
the Stars, (hall fall from Heaven, and that the whole 
Earth (hall be reduced to Allies. 1 herefore in So/ and 
Sat ,the beginning and end of all things are perfectly 
difeerned- Neither do thefe two words only fet be¬ 
fore our eyes the beginning ar,d end of all things, 
with the deltrudtion of this earthy and fading World, 
but they alio make manifeft the whole Myftery of the 
Holy Trinity, which 1 could very eafily demonftrate. 

But beeaufe the Egyptian Learning, built upon the 
foundation of Nature, is loft, and in the room there¬ 
of Sophiftical Schools have grown up, which by their 
vain loquacity have altogether opprelied and bamfhed 
the truth; it might eafily happen, that 1 might bring 
a Neft of Hornets about my Ears,if 1 Ihould write fuch 
things publickly, as fly the knowledge of the learned 


multitude. Therefore it is better to be filent, than 
to incumber my felf with urnecelP.ry contentions. 

But that wc may fee there have alfo been others, 
who were not ignorant of the Mjfteries hidden in fait, 
it feemsfk to me, in the er.d of thisDilcourfe,to fnb- 
join the opinion of a certain learned man, explaining 
the Greek word «■'**, Cnap. 13. Boot; 4. and as it were, 
bringing into view the great Myirery of Gcd hidden 
in the fame, that fo we inn} be invited to read the 
learned Book ot the Laid Author, concerning fait, 
which containeth many things highly worthy to be 
read, and of the reading ot which no man will re¬ 
pent •, the name of the Author is Bern.rrdus Gome fins , 
printed at Frank ford, in the year 1605, a Book truly 
worthy of any man’s reading, and as fuch I lludioufly 
recommend it to thofe who are defirous of learning 
any thing of good- 

But to return to my purpofe, 1 ferioufiy affirm, that 
the nature and property of Metals may be learned and 
openly known, not only from the fignature afligned 
them by the Ancients, but alfo from that which the 
fire introduccth into them, and this fignature procee¬ 
ding front the fire, is far to be preferred to that of 
the Philofophers •, not therefore betaufe the Elenici t 
of Fire polleflcth a greater authority or might than all 
Philofophers ever had or can have: But becaufe the 
Fire alwaies performeth immutable actions, and com- 
mitteth no erronrs, nor can it commit any, provided 
the Operator who handlcth the fire doth not deviate 
from the manner of operating, for at all times in one 
and the fame manner itfhcweththc fignatnres of the 
metals. 

The nature of the fire is fuch, that whenfoever we 
will, it exhibited! to us, by a fingulai fignature, the 
occult nature and hidden properties ol die metals ; 
for even as any burning fpirit of Vegetables, or vo¬ 
latile fait of Wine, being drank by men, Itirreth up 
their nature and properties,and expofeth thofe things 
to view, which before lay dorment, and which would 
not have been known, if the warm fpirit of the wine 
had not manifelted them : So alfo is it with Salt, 
which, as we have taught in the precedent Treatifeof 
the nature of falts, hath a power and faculty of exci¬ 
ting the nature of metals, and of manifefting their me¬ 
dicinal Virtues. But the Fire, of which we here treat, 
hath the faculty of fubjcCting their perfection to our 
eyes. 

For as by the pure fpirit of Wine the vital fpirit 
of a Man is prefently cheered, and being awakened, 
the hidden fignature forthwith gocth out of the in¬ 
ward Pcnetrals of the heart i fo that the Sanguine fing, 
dance, play, and are occupied in Amours ; the Cho- 
lcrick break forth into quarrels and fighting-, the 
Phlcgmatick grow drowfic and fleepy, and the Melan¬ 
choly are taken up with fpeculations, meditations, 
and fearches. Thefe fignatures the fpirit of Wine 
can draw forth from the molt inward recedes of men. 
By the fame reafon the fignature of Metals is awa¬ 
kened, excited,and educed by the operation ofthe fire, 
viz. when they arc melted in a Crucible; for the 
fmoak or fume going out from them,prefently indica¬ 
ted the nature and property of every of them. Pure 
Gold, and free from all addition, emitteth no fume 
alone, but being melted with fait, giveth a purple ex¬ 
halation. Silver alwaies exhaleth fomewhat of a 
blue, bitter, and unpleafant fume : The fume of Cop¬ 
per is green, and ftinketh: Of Iron not fo much as 
Copper, being alfo red, ftriketh the Noftrils with a 
ltink : Lead and Tin fend forth a white fume, flank¬ 
ing ar.d poifonGus: Argent-vi\e, in its whole fub-- 
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ftancc,vanilheth in a venomous fume, and thefe are 
the figns of the fumes, by which melted Metals, when 
they are not mixed, are wont to bediftinguilhcd and 
known from one another. But if Copper, or any 
other imperfect Metal, (hall be mixed with Gold or 
Silver, it changeth the fume, and rendereth the proof 
or examen doubtful and uncertain: Ncverthelefs of 
the judging of the perfection of Metals by the Fire, 
this Experiment is of all the mod perfect and certain, 
viz. when they are fo melted by a very ftrong lire, 
that they move themfelvcs, and arc as it were turned 
or whirled about in the Crucible, and by how much 
the rounder this motion fliall be, and the higher it ; 
clevateth it felf,by fo much it Iheweth the Metals to 
be morcperfeil; the more deprefled and equal, and 
the plainer thefuperficieslhallbc,the lefler of perfefth 
on is in that melted Metal. The trial of this thing is 
eafily made, by which it is found, that among all the 
Metals Gold is chiefly moved on the Tell, orin a Cru¬ 
cible, by a round or fpherical motion j next Silver ; 
next to that Copper; next to Copper Iron •, after 
Iron Lead ; and laftly, after that Tin- 

The fame difference of perfection and imperfection 
is (hewed by the pouring of a melted Metal upon a 
Porphyry (tone, or any the like well levigated, and 
put into a Kettle of Water, fo that the water may not 
touch its fuperficies, which is to receive the melted 
Metal: This therefore being poured out upon the 
faid Stone, leapeth and divideth it felf into many 
grains, greater or lefler, more round, orlefs round,ac¬ 
cording as the Metal (hall be more or lefs pure. But 
of all the Metals, there is none more imperfeft than 
Tin, which by effufion upon fuch a Stone, very rarely 
difperfeth it felf into grains, but if the efiiifion be dex= 
troufly made, it dilateth it felf in breadth in a very 
thin form, like to writing Paper, fo that it may be 
writ upon (by a (tile or ltift) like Paper, and folded 
and fealed, and fent to others, after the manner of 
other letters: Such letters made of Tin, are hurt by 
no Water, fo that they may be of great ufe, where ne- 
ceflity requireth fecrefie in fending letters. 

But that Tin fpreadeth it felf into fuch broad 
leaves, and doth not feparate into grains, after the 
manner of Gold and Silver, the rcafon is its imperfe¬ 
ction, which its before-mentioned fignature evidently 
argueth, containing but little of roundnefs,and taking 
the greateft part from the fquare. 

The knowledge of a metallick perfection is alfo ac¬ 
quired from the rotundity of the metallick motion in 
the Examen of Saturn, or the feparation which is 
made by Lead in a Cupel, where Gold, before all the 
reft boileth with a fpherical roundnefs,and all the lead 
being fent away in fume, by the violence of the fire, 
remaineth on the Cupel or Teft, in a pure, round, or 
fpherical body, efpecially when there fhallnot be too 
great a quantity of Gold. 

Silver doth not anfwer to Gold in its round body,in 
which it remaineth, yet it exceedeth Copper in round-- 
nefs, which fometimes alfo remaineth purcand round, 
if it be in a fmall quantity. 

Iron and Tin do not admit the Examen of Lead by 
the Cupel, for indurating the Lead, they deprive it of 
all flux, fo that by combuftion it is reduced into a 
powder. 

Argent-vive is by the Fire wholly driven away into 
the Air, in which ncverthelefs keeping a perpetual 
flux, its fignature of perfection may be judged of in the 
Cold, which perfection exceedeth that of .the other 
imperfeCt Metals, and cometh near to gold and filver; 
for being diffufed into fmall grains, it exhibiteth in 


running a round or fpherical body, imitating melted 
Gold So that it is not without reafon, that the An¬ 
cients in its fignature have ufed the figns of 0, >, and 
a fquare i being within wholly Gold and Silver, if it 
be coagulated the truth of which many Experiments 
have demonftrated to me, made by the Waters ofgra-. 
dation, as they are called ; Experiments, l fay, which 
1 have performed in fmall Inftrunienrs, for hitherto I 
could not make them in great ones, and in a large 
quantity. If any voungman (hall have a delire to try 
the fame, let him in the firft pl^ce beware, that lie 
nfe not corrofive and eating waters, and by this means 
render the Argent-vive more fugacious. 

It bchoveth that he feek and know true fuiphur, 
which if it fliall be red, he fliall alfo bind it with a red 
bond j but if white, lie fliall preferve its colour con- 
llant, and bind it with a white bond, otherwile it is 
wont to vanifli in fume. 

l'hefe few things 1 could not pafs by, but flgnifie to 
the ftudious of the Divine Signature of Metals and 
Planets- Let every one occupy the powers of his 
Ingeny in the exercife of this Science, that he may 
become expert in the wondersof things, efpeciallyof 
thofe which lie hid in the words or names impeded up: 
on things llgned by the Ancients, who have found out 
great Secrets, as well Celeftial as Terrcftrial, and 
have comprehended them in thofe. Some fuch words 
of the Ancients l would have interpreted here, but 
that in fo doing I fhould have divulged thofe things 
which are not vulgarly known, for which caufe it is 
better to pafs them by in filence. He that will bend 
his endeavours to fo great a Science, may obtain ma- 
ny wonderful things; but of thefe enough ^ it fufficeth 
at theprefentto have laid the Foundation, the reft I 
leave to him, who being prompt to the ftudy offeck- 
ing, lhall bring his mind to the acquiring of this 
knowledge; if he fliall once get into the right path, 
he will find out more than he feeketh or defircth.' Alfo 
Mountains, Woods, and Countries,by their fignatures 
do not only indicate the Treafurcs and Riches, given 
them by God, but are alfo wont to foretell their own 
Fates, as their Rife, Encreafe, and Dcftrudtion. In 
remains, that, we briefly examiD,and take a fhort view 
of the fignatures ot falts, with what notes or marks 
they are llgned by God, and alfo by what they figni- 
fie their natures and properties; for without doubt, 
they have their fignatures, and efpecially the common 
and vnlgar Salt, the which, wherefore fhould it not 
have its fignature, feeing that it is the original of all 
other things ? There is not found any Herb or 
Weed fo vile, any Worm fo abje<ft, which wantetli its 
marks given it by God, by which it manifefteth to us 
its nature and virtues. I have above indicated the 
Sun by a Circle, and Salt to be defigned by a fquare 
added to it : and in the Sun andSalt all earthly things 
as Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals, to have the be- 1 
ginning and end of their generation, propagation,and 
encreafe •, alfo all things being rifen from the fun and 
fait, to be figned by the Almighty God, with certain 
fignatures, from which their nature, powers, virtues, 
and properties may be known ; neither have I only 
alferted, but alfo aifirmed, that all the Myfteries of 
Languages and Words may be fearched out and 
known by thofe figns, to wit, the Circle and Qua¬ 
drate. 

Thefe things are fo certain and true, that they are 
beyond all confutation, which I will make plain to 
every one, by one only Argument, not exceeding the 
Capacity of a Ample Boy, if the envious Brethren of 
Ignorance,-being lifted up by their great pride, lhall 
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rcfufe to undertake it- That the Sun is convenient¬ 
ly and appolitelv figncd with a Circle, no man will 
deny, becaufc it never flievveth it felfto the fight in 
any other figure than a round fiery Sphere, which 
iign being attributed to the Sun, by the Ancients, lo 
remaineth even to this day. 

The Ancients have alio figncd Salt with a fquare, 
which by the length of time, and the negligence ol 
men, hath vanifhed, To that every one hath ligned the 
fpeciesof falts according to his pleafure, one in this, 
another in another .manner •, and by this occalion pe¬ 
culiar Characters are invented by almoft every Chy- 
mift, whence one ufeth not that which another doth. 
But at this day among them, for the moft part, Salts 
are ligned in the following manner. The common 
Kitchin Salt hath the Character of a Circle, cut by a 
line tranfvcrfe : Salt-petrehath a Circle reprefenting 
the form of an Egg,and cut by a line drawn from the 
top to the bottem ; But who was the Author of thole 
Characters to thefe Salts, 1 know not, neither is it 
much matter, whether a man know, or not know it; 
but without doubt they were men who had never lcen 
Salts brought to their higheft Purity: For vulgar 
falts, as they are every where found, have not their 
proper figure and form which they ought to have, and 
which they obtain after their deanting: So the vul¬ 
gar and fimple fait, as it is made from the Sea, or fait 
Fountains,or dug out ofthc Earth,hath not its true and 
proper fignature, neither can it have, by reafon of its 
many earthy feculencies ; but after all its feces are 
removed, 3 nd it hath obtained a great purity and 
cleannefs, its own true fignature, to wit, a fquare then 
appeareth, and indicateth the fign which is due to it. 

1 have already demonftrated this to be true in my 
Treatife of the Nature ofSalts, where 1 have taught 
by what means every common Kitchin Salt is to be fo 
purged, that it lhall be no longer rough, foul, obfeure, 
and aftringent, but clear and-tranfparent like Cryftal, 
both in fmall grains, and greater pieces, of a fweet 
favour, and a fquare or cubical figure, and which way 
foever it is thrown, alwaies exhibiteth four Angles, 
like to a fquare, as if it were formed by Art : Going 
forth in this molt pure form, it feemeth thus to fpeak 
to Mortals: Here ye fee my true and natural form,given 
to me by the Sim my father, in the body of the Water my 
mother , which the Earth indeed hath covered with a rough 
and vile Garment , but Art hath again tahen it ojf (prat- 
fed be God) refioring to me my priftine form, to the future 
advantage cf many fh f ; therefore as I was created from 
the beginning, fa novo 1 appear , without any impediment,to 
perform thojc things for which I was appointed by Divine 
Creation. 

If the Sun in the Firmament could by any accident 
be fo defiled and corrupted, that he fhould lofe his 
Light, it could in no wife be that any tiling in the 
whole World could remain alive for one day. Which 
thing Experience it felf Ihewcth us, when the Moon 
interpofing between the Sun and our Eyes but for one 
hour, depriving us of his Rays; in which Cafe the Sun 
in no wile fulfereth, nor is in any manner corrupted, 
but only hindred for that little time, from tranfmit- 
ting to us his vivifying Rays- Therefore if fo fmall 
an Impediment in the Orb of the Earth can eaufe fo 
many Difeafes, and other Incommodities to men, why 
fhould not alfo the feces obfcuringSalt, cclipling its 
natural form, and rendering it more ignoble, be a de= 
triment and impediment to its Powers and Virtues ? 
Let every man judge, ifa grofs and impure Salt can 
be as commodious to all Men and Beafts, as that which 
hath beenreftored to the higheft purity of its Body. 


Seeing therefore that it is the great intcreft of 
Mankind to enjoy fuch a pure Salt, 1 have determined 
to prepare a quantity of it, according to that manner 
of purging it, preferibed in my Treatife of the Na¬ 
ture of Salts, that 1 may be able to accommodate many 
therewith. 1 have hope, that at length the Eyes of 
Mortals will be opened, that they may fee how for a 
long time they have been feduccd by blind Leaders, 
and finding this, will have a greater regard to then- 
own health. Truly there is but a very fmall Labour 
and Colt required for the deanfing of common Salt, 
to free it from its earthy feces, and render it clear, 
tranfparent, and in the Water of a Cubical Figure, 
and that without the addition of any foreign thing, 
only by folution, filtration, and coagulation ofitsown 
proper fpirit- 

If" by thefe Operations you fhall bring fait to its 
higheft purity, you may boldly aflert, that you have 
acquired fuch a fait as the pure Sun operated in the 
pure Water at the beginning ; when the Sun, feared 
in the height of the Firmament,would very freely per¬ 
form his Office, yet being hindered by grofs and tur¬ 
bid Clouds, interpofing between him and the Earth, 
whereby he cannot render us partakers of his all-war¬ 
ming Rays, we ought not to impute the fault to the 
fun, inafmuch as he is not in fault, but rather to thofe 
thick and dark Clouds, which hinder us of his fplen- 
dour and efficacy. 

So alfo is it with Salt, which would freely exercife 
the Gift beftovved upon it by the Almighty Creator, 
were it not hindred by its terreftrial feces; therefore 
this impediment is not to be attributed to fait, but to 
the intervening faeces, which hinder its falutary vir¬ 
tues. Ifit were in our power to remove thofe thick 
Clouds from the fun at our pleafure, as it is to fepa- 
ratethc earthy feces from Salt, we might every year 
make our felvcs a very commodious Summer, which 
nevcrthelcfs cannot be done, feeing that God the 
great Pater familias, hath referved this alone to His 
own Power- 

As for the fignature of Salt-petre, that certainly is 
very unequal, by reafon of the great diverfity of this 
Salt, arifing hence, that it is well or ill purged, is de¬ 
filed with more or fewer feces, or other ftrange falts- 
The Common, which is required for the making of 
Gun-powder, is never perfciftly pure, but alwaies 
mixed with other Salts, which cannot be feparated 
from it by the accuftomed and ufual manner of foluti¬ 
on and coagulation : Hence alfo you fhall find no falt- 
petre, which can have that true and genuine fignature, 
which God and Nature hath given it- 

For by vvhatfoever vulgar labour and painsthe Salt¬ 
petre which is got out of Stables, is purged by Soluti¬ 
on and Coagulation, it is yet impollible that it ihould 
obtain its due cleannefs and fignature. But to acquire 
that, it behoveth to ufe the following Operation. 

Firft, fome pounds of Salt-petre are to be taken, 
which are to be purged by Solution and Coagulation, 
and that to be fo of ten repeated, until] it acquire 
that purity which it is wont to admit by this vulgar 
Operation. Being fo deanfed, it is to be divided into 
two equal parts, and one of them to be mixed with 
white Potters-earth (or Tabaco-pipe-clay) of which 
little Balls are to be formed, to be dried in the Sun, and 
put into a Glafs Retort well coated, or an Earthen one 
which will hold the fpirits, that the pure fpirit of 
Nitre may be Elicited by Diflilation, and received in 
a large Glafs adjoyned to the Retort, containing fome 
Water, into which the fpirit entreth freely. Theo- 
ther part of the cleanfed Salt petre, being put into a 
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Crucible, is to be reduced into a fiery fixed Salt, by the 
calling in of Charcoal,Tartar, or the Stellate Regulus 
of Antimony, then to be diflolved in rain Water, and 
filtred through brown Paper: So much only of 
this Liquor of fixed Nitre, is to be poured drop by 
drop to the diftilled fpirit of Nitre as will fuffice for 
the fixing it. This Operation Itirreth up a great 
noife, hiding and bubling, which ceafing, admonilhcth 
to leave off pouring in any more, and indicatcth that 
thofe two contrary Natures,to wit, the acid fpirit,and 
fixed liquor of Nitre have mutually fatiated one ano¬ 
ther, and the corrofive fpirit hath loft its corrofive 
nature, and the fixed fiery liquor its fiery quality, both 
returning to the priftine nature of Salt-petre. From 
this liquor, the Glafs being impofed in fand, the un¬ 
profitable Phlegm is to be diftilled off fo long untill a 
Cuticula or thin skin.appear at the top of the matter, 
the fand being cold, the glafs is to betaken out, and 
fet in a cold place, and let ftand for one night to 
fhoot into long and fiiarp Chryftals, to be freed from 
the reft of the liquor, by pouring it olF. This liquor 
is again to be freed from its unprofitable Phlegm by 
diftillation, and again to be expofed to the cold to 
Chryftallife. Whatfoever fiiall remain after every 
Operation, is again to be Evaporated in fand, till the 
Cuticle appear, and to be reduced to Chryftals in the 
cold, which Chryftals may be ufed as common Salt¬ 
petre. The Chryftals of the two firft Operations, are 
once more to bediHoIved in Rain Water, Filtred, E- 
yaporated and again Chryftallifed, which are now 
white as fnow, and extend themfelves into length, 
thin, fexangular, and fo equal, as if they were fmooth- 
ed with a Plain : For not the leaft roughnefs or un- 
evennefs is to be feen in their fuperficies, but they Ex¬ 
hibit the true and natural Signature of Salt-petre. If 
any one Ihall be delirous of bringing this Salt yet to a 
higher purity, he may again divide this *purified Salt 
into two parts, and from one draw the Corrofive fpi* 
rit by diftillation, and fix the other with Coals, and 
deftroy both by Commixion, repeating the Operate 
ons aswe have already taught, he will prepare a Salt¬ 
petre far more Excellent as well in Chymical as Medi¬ 
cinal Operations-, as is manifeft in many places of my 
writings. 

If you Operate rightly ail the Chryftals, none ex-' 
cepted, will be ftraight, fexangular, and equal in 
length, without any roughnefs, or unevennefs, which 
is the true and genuine fignature of well purged Salt¬ 
petre. 

NB. The fixed liquor of Nitre, being, left in the 
Air for a long time, and afterwards Evaporated to a 
Cuticle,fhooteth into fatal! Chryftals,repreienting the 
Effigies of Stars, whofe figure appeareth in a rotun¬ 
dity fo neatly and pleafantly Conftitutcd, that thofe 
fix Rays proceeding from the little body in the center 
or middle, feern to be moft exactly dil'pofed and di 
ftributed to an equal diftance and length, as in a cir¬ 
cle. Truly it is an admirable and ftupendious work 
of Nature, and a fignature very unlike to the former, 
in as much as the fix Angles of this, are comprehended 
after a Circular manner, but in the other they ex¬ 
tend themfelves only in length and fharpnefs. Thofe 
things which we have here delivered concerning the 
true fignature of common Salt, and Salt-petre, the 
fame arc alfo ttfbe underftood of the fignature of o- 
ther Salts, which muft be free from all their fordes 
and faeces, before they can fhew forth their true, fig- 
nature. 

Vitriol and Alum, which always fhoot in a knotty 
and uneven Figure, after they have laid afidc their 


defilements,, exhibit clear and pellucid Chryftals, 
which yet will be much clearer it purged by feverai 
Operations. Yea, being reduced to their hi, heft pu¬ 
rity, they put on a Cubical figure like common Salr, 
neverthclefs in Elegancy, Beauty and Pleafantnefs, 
giving place to that. Hcncc it is manifeft, that nature 
is always ready for the gracing and adorning of her 
own fruit, it a helping Hand be afforded her by Art- 
Before I put an end to this Trcatife of the fig¬ 
nature ot Salts, 1 think it ft to point out in w hat de¬ 
grees of Dignity, thofe two Words Sol and S.il diftcr, 
and arc diftinguilhed- 

1 lie word Sol , containcth two Circles and the half 
part of a fquarc, O- is a whole Circle; S- hath two 
lemicircles, which being conjoined, make an entire 
Circle-, this being cut in the middle, and the half of 
the fedtion turned upwards, towards the right 
hand,and the other half downwards, towards the left; 
giveth twofcmicircles forming the Letter S- L. is the 
half part of a fquarc. 

1 he word Sal hath only one Circle, to wit, the Let¬ 
ter S. confuting of two femicircles : Alfo one fquarc, 
conftitutingthe Letters A and l,, which argucth time 
the good which is in Salt is partly tempered with the 
other Elements,and partly combined with Earth. The 
Sun far exceedeth Salt in purity, nevcrtlielefs it is 
not abfolntely perfedt becaufe the Letter L containcth 
the half of a fqnarc, which Iheweththat it cannot be 
endowed with an abfoluteand perfedtpurity, neither is 
it as Telefcopes at this day demonftrate, by whofe 
help thofe folar fpots have been obftrved in thefe 
times. Neither alfo ought it to have an abfolute per¬ 
fection, thewhich belongs only to God, and not-toa- 
ny creature, in the number of which is the Sun: Ne- 
vertlielefs that he is the pureft of all creatures, there is 
no Man dare deny. Hence it came to pafs, that the ig¬ 
norant Heathens,attributed to the Sun Divine Honour, 
thinking that befides the created, there was as yet ano¬ 
ther uncreated Sun; That is, the Omnipotent God 
himfclf, the Creator of the Elementary and fhining 
Sun, which accordingto the Words of Chriftfhall alfo 
perifh atthe end ofthe. World. By a like reafon there 
js a twofold Salt, w, one Eternal, Divine and Celc- 
ftial •, ,the other Terreftrinl and fading. And ns the 
Holy Spirit proceedcth from the Eternal Light, and 
Divine and Celeftial Salt, for the warming and en¬ 
lightening the Hearts of Men involved indarknefsjand 
for the defending our fouls againft the crafts and de¬ 
ceits of Satan ; fo alfo from the Elementary Sun or 
Fire, and the Terreftrial Salt, proceedcth that moft 
noble falinc fpirit for the ftrengthening of humane Bo¬ 
dies, defending them againft various Difeafcs, and 
prefervingthem in good Health- Therefore there is 
an Eternal and Divine S^/, a Celeftial Sal and Holy 
Spirit; and alfo an Elementary, frail Sun,Salt and 
Spirit- But it is our Duty to Love, Praife, Honor, and 
Adore the Eternal Sun, and to him to commend the 
health of our fouls. And to ufe and enjoy temporal'and 
fading things for our neceftities, with thankfgivirg. 


The Explication of the Word or Sal, by 
Bernhardus Gomefius. 

B UT before we undertake to expound fuch excel¬ 
lent places,it behoveth ns to invoke the divine Be¬ 
ing; that,that which cannot be fore-known by any Au¬ 
gury and Divination, we not erring, but beirgled by 
the Divine infpirauon and inftindt, rrtay at length ex¬ 
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pound •, feeing that in the treating of things fo Di¬ 
vine and unfpeakab!e(that being wanting) if we Ihould 
a re, ir mightbc unpardonable, but if we (hall pioufly 
and happily profecute the matter, univerfal thanks 
and praife may be given to God alone, and to Chrift 
the great giver of Salt- Firft,therefore we are to (hew 
what the Celeftial Salt is, and by what means it may 
be diftingnilhed from the Terreftrial Salt, of which 
Chrift fpeaketh in the Gofpel. And becaufe the Evan¬ 
gelical Words of Chrift will be of great force to us in 
the (peaking of it: A“d feeing that Chrift when he 
would grace the Apoftles with a high Title, called 
them the Salt of the earth : we think it not improper 
to call him the pure and undefiled fait of Heaven, t or 
there is fcarce any thing of fo many preparations of an 
inferiour nature which excels the (as it were) Divine 
ftrerigth and efficacy of Salt in this part: For Chrift 
and his bleffied Humanity is the only Salt that is placed 
upon the Table of the Bleflcd. In whom Salt is the 
fullncfs of his infinite, inexhaufted, and never- 
ending divinity; which abundantly filleth both Hea¬ 
ven and Earth and all things therein ; and then again 
making himfelf palatable to us, he exhibits himfclf to 
be tafted moft fwectly by all Men- For from that all 
things that are, and ever were and that ffiall be here¬ 
after, have both received their being, and are made 
perfect, and without it could not be, for his Divine 
l'cafoning, or become palatable to the fcafoner- 
So this lalt endeavours to exprefs his,in whofe name 
are both in Greek and Latin three Letters in one fy lia¬ 
ble ; or rather to adumbrate this one and the fame 
Divinity common to the three Perfons. For tho’ 
the Divine myftery and facred things.are Ihut up in 
Letters chiefly with th eChaldecs and Hebrew-, becaufc 
GOD fpake by them : Yet they don’t always want 
the Elements of the tongues, efpecially the Greeks 
which was both derived from them, and words con- 
1 trued from thefe things are not impofed from their 
power but from their propriety, as Plato the greateft 
of the Greeks fuppofes ; For that the divine infinity 
and Immenlity is expreft and explicated in Greek let¬ 
ters, is - Ihewn in the slpocalyps,' Cap. i. where John 
law and heard our Lord Chrift preaching of himfelf, 
I am * and the Beginning and the End. i f. 

For as the fun, when it lightly touches with its per- 
fpicuous light, by that its image and fplendour.it is 
forthwith given : So the Heavenly and Infinite Divi¬ 
nity, with allGoodnefs, as it were His Brightnefs, 
docs not only leave His impreft Image in the things 
thcmfelvesjbut alfo in Letters,with which thofe things 
are enlightened and made perfpicuous. The like we 
have found in Salt,<lelign’d in Greek notes •, for that 
which in Latin is called Sa/, in Greek is called ex- 1 
prefs’d by the fame Letters,though chang’d in order, 
and extended in three Letters, but one Syllabic ; but 
the Greek word exprefl'eth both more plainly. 

•For the firft Letter of it is which by its infinite 
roundnefs, as with two Horns, feems to be brought 
into the following Letters; which note plac’d with 
the Holy and Divine Trinity, lignifies the firft Perfon 
of if, to wit the Immenfe Father: Who as is an 
infinite beginning in himfelf; fo the fame pours out 
and infinitely communicates his Nature to other two 
Divine Perfons proceeding from-himfelf: in one of 
which by Generation the Son ; but in the other by in- 
lpiration he produces the Holy Ghoft. And further, 
as* thews It fclf, its certain divine Operation follows 
that Eternal, Infinite and never ending Power of the 
fame Mighty Father,, which alfo lie fometime pour’d 
out from his Almighty Infinity, to procreate the Uni- 
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verfe. As alfo in two horns, 1 mean Benedictions one 
is found to be in Creatures by the Creation of things; 
and the other in their Prefcrvation ; both by the Wif- 
dom of the Omnipotent Son, and by the Goodnefs of 
the Holy Spirit- 

But the middle Letter is a Note lull offweetnefs: 
which is exprefled with a Face, round, and compofed 
for Mirth; and its Figure is not unlike a Circle- For 
from the fuperior Angle two fidcs ftretching back¬ 
wards, feem to make a Triangle, yet without a bale 
and without end,as the Letter it fclf exprefles. Which 
note again relates to the fame Trinity, and reprefents 
the fccond Perfon of it, to wit the Son, or Word pro¬ 
ceeding out of the moft fwcct Mouth of the Father : In 
which, two eternal Relations, as they call ’em, as to 
Infinite fides,are found : the one whereby he relates to 
the Father, from whom he proceeds by his eternal 
Generation ; the other whereby he is Related to the 
Holy Ghoft, whom lie breaths together with the Fa= 
ther by an eternal and infinite habitude, and without 
any intermiffion. 

But this note I mean Chrift the Son of GOD, 
and Mediator between GOD and Man, is never when 
time prefents,wanting in his moft beneficent Actions: 
that he who had taken the Human nature to the Di¬ 
vine, and was made the Corner ftone, might (as he 
has done) connect the two Walls, to wit the Jpraelites 
and Gentiles astwofides, when he built in himfelf a 
ftrong and fafe SanCtuary for them both, that flying to 
Him, they might efcapc the fearful fcntcnce of cver- 
lafting damnation- 

Laftly, the Letter <, concludes this MonofyllableC 
This note is defign’d with a certain finuous and Cir- 
cumflext line drawn from hence and thence, which 
goingjfrom the two extreatns in the middle, defigns as 
it were two diftinCt fern i-circles; out of which is Ihewn 
that they are-made and conftituted- Which linea¬ 
ment compar’d with the Trinity it fclf, adumbrates 
the third Divine Perfon, to wit the Holy Ghoft. For 
that fpirit proceeding out of the Eofomofboththe 
Father and of the Son, by one and the fame Infpirati- 
on, fo knits thofe two diftinCt Perfons, to whom he is 
co-equal and co-eternal, by an Infinite tie of Love, 
that he remaining a diftinCt Perfon, might agree with 
them in their moft limple, individual, and immenfe 
nature. 

But as to the other Perfons, fo alfo his Communica¬ 
tion is attributed to the Holy Ghoft in time ; which is 
wonderfully exprefled by the fhape of this Letter j: 
Yet if we confider its lower extream,which feems as it 
were to arife of the former Letters of the Monofylla- 
blc, that is how it comes to be ftrctch’d chiefly to¬ 
wards the right hand: then from right to left, is 
wrefted a little by afeending by a finuous derivation : 
and thence at laft, with the like following obliquity it 
ends again on the right hand. For the fame Holy 
fpirit proceeding from thole two eternal and infinite 
Perfons, as from an immenfe Fountain of Infinity, 
whileft from time to time he communicates his Gifts 
to the World, firft thofe on his right hand, that is 
into the hearts of Men, he pours out to them that are 
illuftratcd and, endued with the Divine Light of Na¬ 
ture : Then the fame Light remaining, as it were 
bending from the right, afeending a little to the left, 
he brought forth the Mofaick Law written with the 
Finger of God, that is Dictated by him to the 
Israelites. Laftly, leaving the Mofaical Law on the 
left, he return’d to the right hand, and feafon’d the 
Evangelical Law deliver’d by Chrilt our Saviour, 
with his moft Wife and Loving fait of Grace- 
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of Salts, Metals and Planets. 


From all which, that which pertains to the bufinefs, 
appears from tliofe three Letters of Sal, making one 
Syllable-, and again, this unfolding it felfin thofe 
three Letters, fhews us,tiiatthereisin Sal a certain 
imprefs or image of theSacred and Individual Trinity, 
which we worlhip, Three in One, and One in Three. 
Which Trinity we ihould have had, as an infinite, 
eternal, and inexpreflible thing, commonly unknown, 
and incomprehenlible, and as a moll: remote Salt,never 
heretofore put into an humane or Angelick Saltfeller, 
we Ihould have- left untouch’d; unlefs at length the 
Divine Perfon of thisTrinity, the Word, in taking 
the Humanity to himfelf, as it were Salt into a Salt- 
feller, had prefented to ourtafte fo much Divinity; 
for this very Saltfeller, both in figure, is covered with 
the eternal fplendour of the Father, as alfo pointed 
and illultrated with the embroidered Notesof His Paf 
lion and likewife adorned with the Unttion of the 
Holy Spirit is alwaies placed upon the Heavenly Ta¬ 
ble of the Blefled, to leafon their Food and folemri 
Banquets, after an eternal and ineffable manner ; for 
in him all divine, and molt fweet relifhes and excellent 
taftes of His eternal Wifdom are feafon’d anew ; for 
Chrift Himfelf is not only the Heavenly and molt 
Wife feafoner of the mod opulent Feaft, but alfo the 
very fcafoning, and thing feafoned, and the Food 
which is fo placed-, for by Him his Heavenly Father, 
the King of kings,and magnificent Lord of lords,vvho 
out of His Goodnefs, and as He loves His good things, 
gives mod liberally to all People a very large meafure 
of Sale, that is, the help of His Grace to feek Him, and 
ask of Him Heavenly things. 

True, that th :y who are called to the Heavenly Ban¬ 
quet may prepare themfelves to come in this meafure, 
and molt happily lit down in it; but if (like fools,) 
they refufeto.come, the Meafure being taken from 
them, they will be plung’d into eternal punifiiment. In 
which refpeft they may be like..ed to Flefh and Bones 
put into a Pot together, and water and fait put to 
them, hung over the fire to boil, and afterwards 
brought to the Table : Of which the Bones, which 
will be neither feafoned by fait, nor foftened by water, 
are thrown under the Table, to be broken by Doggs; 
but the Flefh, becaufeit is made tender by heat and 
water, and takes the feafoning,is again fprinklcd with 
a purer fait on the Table, and eaten with the greateff: 
pleafure: For as Bones are to Flefh, fo are Evil men 
mingled with Good: Ofwhich thefe, when they will 
neither icIi h the Salt of Divine Grace, nor be wafhed 
nor fo rer.cd by pure Water, nor warmed by the heat 
of the Heavenly Word to be willing to divine things, 
willb, i he fevere Judgment of the great Tafter Chrift, 
at his magnificent fab!e> be referved to the molt ex- 
quilite punifhnients : Which obftinate and unfeafon’d 
Fools, He, tor their haidnefs, finding unworthy his 
heavenly Table, plucks out from among the Righte¬ 
ous, and throws ’em down into Hell, there to be torn 
in pieces and devoured by thofe infernal Dogs, to all 
Eternity. 

But the Good, who have been feafoned not only 
with the former, but alfo the later Salt, 1 mean with 
antecedent (as we fay) and confequent Grace, and 
are not only adorned with Virtue, but have fuffcr’d all 
crofies and afflictions of this Life for Chrill: : Thefe, 
as Flefh worthy His Table, the divine Tafter offering 
to God the Father, He feafons with the new Salt of 
Glory ; and though Aliens and Strangers, places 
them among tne Angels and Citizens of Heaven, and , 


with thefe Commandsan equal Manfionuf Bleilednefs 
to be given to them, though ne-'utheiefs tncy both 
come to ti c f->ne felicity, by a different way of meri¬ 
ting it. Ftr from what thofe above Angelical Ci¬ 
tizens, from the very beginning of things, and fincc 
firft a full delire feizM them, they have preferred the 
Heavenly Suppers of Chrift to the mid-day Dinners of 
the moftinfolent Lucifer ; they have deferved to fol¬ 
low thofe Oppipary, and (as they call’em) Princely 
Banquets feaioned w ith the moff fweet Salt of Grace, 
and made refplendant with the (hining light of glory. 

But the Inhabitants of the Earth, and Men, Gran¬ 
gers of Heaven, oppreftby the great weigluof a Body, 
and involved in the thick darknefsydiave made fo long 
a Journey to the Country, by a far more tedious way 
ot travelling; for the Univerfal occallon of defert is 
not to be fnatch’d by thofe in the Journey of Life it 
felf, and thofe under the terminativc moment follow¬ 
ing the Creation ; but they ought rather ftudioully 
■and laborioufly to take this by a continual and daily- 
period of life, even to their death : Befides that, the 
Journey, to the Country is fo hard and wc3rifome,and 
expofed to fo many dangers, brings fo many'anxieties 
upon Grangers every where, leads them into fo much 
anguifh of mind and troubiefome folicitudcs,that it is 
plain, that not humane ability, but divine grace mult 
caufe, that Grangers are not deficient in the way, or 
that they do not wander from the true fcope or end of 
their Journey: Which would be the fortune of every 
one in the World, unlefs Chrift, by divine Counfel 
conftituted the Parochian of the whole World,who gu 
veth to his Grangers every where Salt and Wood 5 
doth recreate and refrelh them, and alfo lead them 
into the way that directs to the fame Heavenly Coun- 
try- 

This may fuffice to be fpoken of the ffgnature of 
Salts, Metals, and Planets, at this time. He that dili¬ 
gently weighs it, will fearch Nature deeply enough: 
If God grant me life, I fhall publilh a TraCJ of the Sig-. 
natures of Vegetables, Animals, and Miner a's ; a ]fo fa 
which I fiialj deliver many things good and profitable 
for all forts of Men. 

O Eternal, Almighty-, Bountiful, and Merciful COD 
and Father, the Heat, Light , and Sun of fttfice , 
enlighten and warm the hearts of all mat, overwhelmed 
with a fieepy numbnefs , Jhadowed with thickjiarknefs,'and 
made rigid by an horrid cotdnefs, that they may fee, know, 
love, and fear thee , and give thee due Thanks and Praifes 
for all thy Benefits, and at lafi awakened, they may receive 
that fight they had before lofi. 

O Eternal Word of God, tnoft fweet, wbolfom, and pa¬ 
latable Salt, Jefits C'-rifi, recreate and refrefh cur 
fick^and ml fir able fottls,by thy Divine V,irttte and Efficacy, 
that we being corroborated , neither Death nor the Devil 
may hurt us. 

O Holy Ghofl , the only Leader to Truth, who proceedvjb 
from the Eternal Fire and Heavenly Salt, comfort 
all the fiudden and defart id Sheep, wandering this poi fad'd 
Marfi and Valley of AEfieries, among devouring Wolves , 
and corroborate them, that they may patiently endure their 
Crofs ■, and hereafter feparate them from the fitnl^ng 
Goats, and bring all the EltSl into the green and heavenly 
Pafiures , that t- ere they may continually behold the eternal 
Light, tafle the b’aven'y Salt, andenj.y tie fulnefs of 
]oy,Peace, Grace, and Mercy for ever. Amen. 
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NAVIGATORS. 

In which is Taught 

How they who Travel by Sea may preferve themfelves from Hunger and Third, 

as alfo from Difeafes, which are wont to happen to them in long Voyages. 


/ 


<HUjtrten fo? tlje %Ip, Comfort, anti feolact of all tfjofe toljo mahe Ions (Llopatjcsi foj tljc (PootJ of ttjcir Country 


THE PR 

Reader, 

O V R SAVIOUR CHRIST hath preferi- 
bed to us this DoRrine, that we Jhould behave 
our felves towards our Neighbour, as we 
would that he fliould do to us ; yea, that we 
iliould love him as our felves : This He hath earneftly 
commended unto us, as the indifpenftble Will of God, con¬ 
tained in the Law and the Prophets. But although there, 
be few who confder this, and all men feckjnly their own, 
yet one or other is fill found, who callcth this duty to mind , 
and as far as he can, taketh every opportunity or occafonof 
ferving his Neighbour. Although alfo there may be fome 
who bear a lovc to cthers,and defire to afiift them with their 
counfel and help, and yet are deR it ut e if a power of giving 
them any thing ; for no man can di(tribute more than he 
bath. Moreover, Covetoufncfs and Envy fofargoverneth 
fome, who have flinty enough to befiow upon others ghat they 
trill do <rood to none but themfelves ; of which fort there 
are many now to be found in the World, and hence Chari¬ 
ty towards our Neighbour is wholly vantjhed. 

Seeing therefore that the Almighty, of His fingular 
Grace, hath be (lowed on me a fmall Talent, in fearching 
out the Secrets of Nature, it is, without doubt, to the end 
that 11hould thereby do good to others ; which Talent I 
would not bury, but have fiat to life in writing particu¬ 
lar Iy from year to year, for the pu'AichGood, and being af¬ 
fected towards my Neighbour, have made them p if lief 
’I have alfo determined, if time (hall permit, to f ublifit yet 
more and better things of this nature. But after that fome 
deferred Voyages"to the Eaft and Weft-Indies, 
and other far dTfiant places, ha l happened into my hands , 
I perceived, not without great admiration what immenfe 
dangers occnrr on the Seas, not only from Robbers and Py- 
rates, but al/o the adverfitys of violent Winds, (to fajs by 
.many other Calamities uifiicnee) by which the Ship, toge- 


eface; 

then with all in it that draw breathy are overwhelmed, and 
perijh : And when I farther contemplate thofe things with 
an intent mind y nothing feems to me mere grievous and ini 
tolerable than Hanger andThirflyOr the want of Meat and 
Drinks, which fometimes happeneth to Ships by adverfe 
Fortune : For when they are overcome by the hand of an 
Enemy, they are wont indeed to Jujfer the lofs of their 
Goods y but the Lives of the men are for the mefi part fa- 
ved\ which lofs of Goods they may again eafily repair by 
Merchandizing ^ and although they ffictildbc adjudged to 
death,yet their pain would quickly have an end . But if 
through an ill fate of ncccffiity one be deftitute of Bread and 
Watery and be forced to tear another in pieces to eat , 
that is of all the higheft misfortuney and death it fdfwcre 
more definable, than to fufiain extremities and mijcrics of 
this fort . And although the want of Food doth not fofre¬ 
quently happen, yet the want of Water often falls out 7 
whence Seamen are grievoufy tormented with Thirft , to 
whom, as in a moft urgent Calamity , Mercy and Chriftian 
Compafiion ought to be adminifired \' but y Who can carry 
them fuccour afar off, and in a tempeftnons Sea ? And 
feeing that the Profpcrity of Maritime Countries (where 
for the mofi part there is no WinCy no Fruits, no Mints, as 
in the upper Germany, and other places') confiffeth only in 
Navigation, it were very well worth the while that this 
jhould be promoted to theutmofl. 1 have therefore dili¬ 
gently con fidered the matter with'my [elf, and have found 
that a Remedy may be applied to this Evil, viz. the wait 
of Meat and Drinl^y by providing in time an Appara¬ 
tus, or certain matter to be carried in Ships, which is of 
far greater efficacy in mitigating Hunger and Thirft, 
than common Bread and Water ^ yea, is able to prevent 
and expel that Dtfiafe which is fo familiar to Seamen , to 
wit , the Scurvy, which is often a great hindrance to Sai¬ 
ling : So that this matter may be carried together with the 
ufuil Provifkns } as a Prefervalive, and m cafe of raceffi- 
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ty, ^ Ship be overmuch harafs'd with Storms , or 
hindred by other infelicities, or detained longer in the Voy¬ 
age than expelled, it may betaken andufed. It were in¬ 
deed to be wifhed, rtar thefe materials might never be wan¬ 
ted in any Ships, but as the old Proverb hath it, A fuper- 
fluous Caution never doth hurt *, therefore it is alwaies 
better to have a thing in readsnefs, which we do not ufe, 
than to want it when its nfe is neceJJdry. But what thofc 
materials are, of which 1 fp?dk, and how they are to be 
nfed when need is, 1 Jhall communicate to my Neighbour, 
for thepublickfjood, not at all doubting, but that this in¬ 
vention will prow highly profitable to many who nfe the 
Seas. 

The Reader now under(lands what bath moved meto write 
this Treatife, viz. the love of my Neighbour, and that 1 
have not compofed it only for the fake of fome few, but 
that lhave emitted it to the publick , to the end, that thofe 
highly profitable Inventions might afford help and comfort 
to all Alankjnd, and efpecially to ail that nfe the Seas, and 
fuch who are infirm in their health : Nor do I doubt but 
that this my fincerity of mind Will be a great prefervative, 
comfort, and relief to tfafe who pafs the Seas, when they 
are in danger, by the benefit of which, they may efcape va¬ 
rious Chances and many AH sfor tunes, pr beware of them 
for the future : For by this means which I jhall here pro¬ 
duce again ft Hunger and Thirft, or other Difeafcs which 
are wont to'ajjlitt Sailors, it will be found, that what / 
aferibe to them may be full v deduced to the de fired ejfett- 
And therefore many Thouf an ds of men may thence receive 
Fruit and Profit, as long as the World Jhall endure ; fothat 
all who travel the Ocean, and are ajflifted with any Di- 
feafe , ought to rejoice , and give Thanks to God. 

Nowjif any one jhould yet doubt of the Juccefs of this 
matter, ( which neverthelefs is jhewed from fo clear and 
irrefragable Fundamentals) I leave him to his freedom, 
whether he will put the matter into examination, and cer¬ 
tify himfelf of the Truth, before he give credit to it t 


Which alfo may be proved in a fmall qit tntity, and not on* 
ly on the Seas in Foyages, but on the Band aljo in the 
Houfe, among both the Sound and the Suf. Therefore let 
no man vilifiz what he doth not underft and, bur let him 
commit the thing to trial, and fee its rcafim and quality, 
before he contemneth it, or pafs an immature Judgment 
left his curiofity or imaginary Wtfdom from a vain in- 
ftintt , deceive him, or confound him with flume, when the 
proof flull jhew it to be better than he could perf wade hiniz 
Jelf, 

But that in fome places I have ufed obfeure words, and 
have not propofcd all things fo clearly, as that every man 
will be aole to under ft and them, let no man wonder at this 
for I have certain reafons for fo doino ’, for no man wilt 
have any prejudice or injury thereby, feeing that nevertbo¬ 
lefs there are fuch points of this fort elucidated, which will 
remain after me fafe and found : Therefore rvhatfcevcr 
the Reader flull here find written, let him efieem it wor¬ 
thy to be received and embraced, as the Gift of God • the 
which, if I find to be gratefully accepted, more (God wil¬ 
ling') flull follow. Alfo to all thofe who flull have need I 
offer the Medicaments aforefaid, profitable again ft Hun¬ 
ger and 7 hirft, and all Sea-faring Difeafcs, a good quan¬ 
tity pf which 1 willcaufc to be prepared, that every ?nan 
may life them that will, and thence fatisfie his de fire. 

Wherefore it is the inter eft of any to whom 1 have com¬ 
mitted the Preparation of this Medicine, to betake himfelf 
to it, and when need flull be, he will not be unwilling to nfe 
it. 1 have not fought my felf in thefe things , being con¬ 
tent to ferve my Neighbour out of Chri ftian Charity. And 
although this my good Will jhall not be accepted by fooliffs 
and ungrateful men, neverthelefs God flu! I have thepraije, 
who hath committed to us a mutual participation of love 
and good will, which atft in his own time will grant the 
benefit of this to be derived and redound to my Children 
after me, by fome pious Souls, of which I make no doubt, 
and therefore readily acquiefce in my prefent condition. 


THE 

Confolation of Navigators, See. 


N Ovv to come to the Work it felf, we will 
point out the Remedies, whofe nfe is fo 
neceflarily required in Navigation, and 
which is able to preferve us not only from 
the prefiiires of Hunger and Thirft, but alfo from the 
injury of Difeafes ; and they are no other than Corn 
and Water concentrated, or reduced into a more 
compadt and narrow compafs, the one for the extin¬ 
guishing of Hunger, the other of Thirft •, and how 
they are both to be concentrated, and adminiftred in 
cafe ofnecdlity, 1 will exadlly deferibe and teach. 
And, 

I. Of the Concentration of font or Grain * 

A S for this, it is fufficiently explained in the Fir ft 
P.-.rt of the Profperity of Germany ; fo that it 
might be here paffed over ; neverthelefs I will make 
this fliort repetition. 

Make a Malt of Wheat, Barley, Oats, or any other 
Grain, as is ufual for the brewing of Beer, fSre the 


fullDefoiption, Prcfp. Germ. f. i. c.if.zf] and extraft 
all theftrength with Water, as if Beer were to' be 
made thereof: Afterwards boil this Liquor away 
gently in broad and fhallow Velfels or Coppers, tothe 
confiftency of Honey : The Dreggs or Grains ferve 
for Food for Cattel, but the infpiflated liquor or juice 
may be commodioufly carried by Sea, and at pleafure 
may be made into Beer with a mixture of Hops and 
Water. And becaufe for the moft part eight Tuns 
of Grain afford one Tun of the infpilfatcd Juice,every 
Tun of Grain maketh a Tun and an half, yea, two 
Tuns of Beer, for every Tun of Liquor maketh at the 
leaft eight, ten, twelve, or more Tuns of Beer, accor¬ 
ding as you will have it ftrongcr or fmallcr. There¬ 
fore it is caller and cheaper to carry in a fhip one Tun 
of this Juice, than ten or twelve Hogfheads of Beer, 
which eafily corrupts and grows fowre; but on the 
contrary, this Liquor being kept from the Air, retai- 
neth its good nefs •, and this is of fingular advantage, 
feeing that good frefh Beer may be made of this juice. 
To this alfo belongs another great Commodity, viz.. 

■■ that 
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that if this Juice be mixed inftcad of Water, with I 
Wheat flower, and baked, it makes an efficacious 
Bread, which affordeth far more nourilhmenttoBai¬ 
lers than their common Bread, and contained! in it 
fclf fo great power, that it can refrclh and cheer the 
Sick : For which reafon our Ar.ceftors did not in vain 
life to temper fine Flower with clarified Honey inttead 
of Water, and make Bread thereof, which they cal¬ 
led Cakes of Life, becaufethey were a great fupport 
to the Humane Body, and as it were excited the-Life 
it fclf: But in our daies all things being fubfervient 
to Avarice, you may feethofc fweet Cakes, made up 
with common, impure, and unclarified Honey,which 
cannot generate much good blood, or juices •, but 
this our Bread will approve it felf to be of a greater 
fweetnefs, nobility,and efficacy, inafmuch as the eli¬ 
cited juice of Grain, affordeth a far better nourifh- 
• rnent than Honey. But if any defire to proceed far= 
thcr with it,this concentrated Liquor of Corn will yet 
' afford a greater utility,, viz.. if being infpiflated or 
brought to a thick conliltcncy, it be mingled with fine 
Flower of the belt Mault, and Bread made thereof. 


which after it is baked, is to be cut into pieces, 


and 


again put into-the Oven, till it be dry and hard, and 
then put up into Chefts or Hogfheads, to preferve it 
from the Air, and To carried to Sea 5 for then this 
Bread, when neceffity requires, may be infufed in 
warm Water with a few Hops, and excited to the re¬ 
paration of its feces, and it will acquire the fubftance 
of Beer : But that which doth not pafs into the Li¬ 
quor, nor become Beer, may be heat in a Kettle, and 
Lome Butter put to it, which will very much comfort 
the languifhing ftomachs of Seamen, as well,or better, 
than the eating of Bread foftened in Beer. But in 
regard that bitter Potions arc not agreeable to all Pa¬ 
lates, it may alfo be made into Beer without Hops, by 
mixing the bread with good-wateT orfly, and after¬ 
wards boiling it fortheevaporating the more phlegma- 
tick part, which will have a pleafant tafte. But this 
Bi'ket alfo, or twice baked Bread, may be ground 
fmall in a Mill, and put up clofe in Casks, and prefer^ 
vedon fhipboard- Afterwards, when need (hall re¬ 
quire, you may temper it with warm water, and in an 
open Hogfhead (which yet muft have a bottom) fuffer 
it to fettle, and clear it fclf’, fothe flower afeendeth 
upwards, and the water attraffeth the fweet liquor, 
and hence becometh excellent and wholfom Beer, 
which if it bedrawn out at the bottom of the Hogfhead 
runneth as clear, as if it had been-made fome Months; 
for there is now a reparation made of the pure part of 
the Bread,from the impure or grofs, and when that 
which is fine is drawn off, the grofs part may alfo be 
drawn out of the Veflel, which being boiled with but¬ 
ter, affords a fingulat pleafantnefs to the tafte r yea, 
alfo is of a greater falubrity, and better digeft ion in 
the ftoniach, than Peafe, Beans, or French Barley boi¬ 
led : So that here is nothing loft, Bread or Meal of 
this fort affording good Beer, and alfo a wholfom 
Food to eat. And thus on fhipboard one may at any 
time of the yearnot only have goed frefh Beer, blit 
alfo thence may be made good Vinegar- And this 
may fuffice to have briefly taught the manner of miti¬ 
gating Hunger and Third by concentrated Corn. 

1 (hall now treat of the Cure of Difeafes, to which 
Seamen are liable, and whichoftcn bring death 


Now, if you regard the Nature of Man, you (hall 


generally find, that he ufeth no meafureor mediocrity 
in eatingand drinking, but rather puts down fo much 
till his belly will hold no more- Which Vice one man 
obtrudeth upon another, under the Ihevv of kindneis 


and goodwill, from an oid cuftom and enormous a- 
bufe, although in this one offends more than another. 
Therefore while the Appetite is more liberally indul¬ 
ged, than admitted) ot a good digeffion, the Liver 
aflitmeth a Chyle which is fcarcc half concodted: 
Whence alfo a grofs blood is generated •, and fo in 
prccels of liinethe Vilcera arc filled and obftrufted 
with crafs and vilcous humours hence they cannot 
perform their office as they ought, but rather many 
and divers Difeafesdo arife, according as the heap of 
crudities encompafs the Fiefli covering the Joints, ob- 
ftrud the Veins and Nerves, and deprave all the me¬ 
diums of nourifhmcnt; therefore when the Evil com- 
eth to that pafs,and grows prevalent, the whole body 
is fenfible of it, but chiefly in that place where it fix- 
ct hits feat: And hence neccftfiri-ly one part fulfereth 
by the hurt of another, till at length afl the powers go 
to decay, and the whole body languifheth, and cannot 
help it felf, and unlefs fuccoured by Art, dyeth. 

For thefe caufes Phyfick was invented, that thole 
Difeafes arifing from intemperate eatingand drink¬ 
ing, might be met in the way, the perverfe Enemy or 
primogenial Vice of the body be removed, the vifeous 
and phlegmatick SaLurra of the depraved humours 
diflolved and opened, and the oppreffed Members ex- 
purged, that fo the body may again recover its former 
healthful eftatc *, the which is wont to be done by di¬ 
vers means, and in various manners, according as the 
Phyfician underftandeth the Difeafe to be, fo he alfo 
affords his help, viz., taking it away by Evacuations 
upwards or downwards, by Sweat or Urine, or by 
other means, as the nature of the Difeafe requireth. 
But by which way foever the recrements of the malig¬ 
nity be dilfipated and expelled, and the inward parts 
be freed from them, it is well, and the Phyfician hath 
performed his Office, alfo mcriteth Thanks and a 
due Reward. Therefore whofoever well underftan¬ 
deth the nature, rife, and birch of difeafes, and alfo- 
pofl’elleth a good Medicine, or can obtain one, is fitly 
qualified for a Phyfician but he who knoweth not 
the difeafe, nor is alfo furnifhed with fit and cffica'; 
cious Medicines/nor knoweth how to obtain them, 
grievoufly erreth by trying Experiments fo long, till 
the Evil more and more encreafing, the Sick at length 
expires the which isfo well known that it needeth 
no proof; fo that many who have contra&ed difeafes 
from immoderate eating and drinking, are afraid to 
committhemfelves to an unskilful Phyfician,bur chule 
rather to cure themfelves by abftinence and fafting, 
which way is indeed fate, although it be tedious and 
fullofdelay. 

Others again ufe vulgar and trifling Medicines, and 
yet recover their health, tho’ late, thinking that this 
happened by the ufe of their Medicine,-when never- 
thelefs the length of time,and the fparingnefs of their 
meat and drink, during their illnefs,whence the fuper- 
fluous pravity of humours hath gradually wafted,hath 
effected this which alfo fometimes happens to thofe 
who take no Phyfick ^ but by how much the greater 
the pravity of the humours is, by fo much the lon¬ 
ger it will be before Nature will be able without help 
to overcome and expel them. The which, if it take 
4, 5, or 6 weeks to accompliffi, a Phyfician fby the be* 
nefit ofgood Medicines)might effect it in 2 or 3 days. 
So great is chc difference between a Cure which Na¬ 
ture performeth in a long time, and that which is 
quickly done by Art- 

But here it may be objedted, that all difeafes take 
not their beginning fo much from an evil and fuper- 
fluous humidity, as from manifold other caufes, one 
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being derived from this, another from another caufe- 
To this I anfwcr, tnat all thofe affects of the Body 
which cxiff in the skin, ar.d do not proceed from ex¬ 
ternal accidents, as wounds, bruifes,falls, &c. whence 
the bruiting of ti’.cbody, and alfoDca.th, at length 
happens, dd draw their original from the intempe¬ 
rance of eating and drinking, which adminiffer ocea- 
tion, and furniffi matter to noxious humours, which 
hence occupy and inicCt divers Members; for one part 
aftedteth another, till the whole body abounds, and 
is imbued with a multitude of vifeous humours. 
When the Stomach is over-gorged, and its tone is 
fpoiled- it contradbeth cold crudities, and falls into a 
dangerous eliatc, How then fitould it rightly digeff 
the Food ? and, What good can it tranfmit to the Li¬ 
ver? And feeing the Liver receiveth nothing but 
what is evil and depraved, What can that procreate 
of good, and diffiifc throughout the whole body ? 
Therefore as I have faid, one Member muff: fiiffer by 
another, till the errour become common. Whilff a 
Tree or an Herb in the ground remains temperate, 
that it be neither too wet nor too dry, its rootdraw- 
eth from the earth virtue, and imparteth it to the 
trunk, and the trunk to the branches, leaves, llowcrs, 
and fruit, and is able to produce fruit conducible to 
health, for many years. But if the root be ill placed, 
the Salt being ill difpofed, whatfoever the ftock there 
finds, it allociates to it felf, and alfo eommunicateth 
the fame, and no better to the branches: And if it 
Hand too wet, it brings forth an infalubrious Fruit, 
which by reafonof too much moifture, fallcth off be¬ 
fore it is ripe, in whofe ftead fungous protuberances 
ariling from putrefaction, fpring up, and fuch Plants 
do not endure long. 

Again, if the Root Hand too dry, it cannot thence 
have juice fuflicient to nourilh the Tree, and bring 
forth Fruit, but will by degrees wither away and die. 
So alfo it is with Men, and their Difeafes; for accor¬ 
ding as their Bodies are treated, they are healthful 
and fruitful,or elfe difealie. Now feeing that 1 have 
proved Difeafes from redundancy or humidity, or 
from drinefs, it will be ealie to provide preventive 
Remedies againft them; or if any errour or delay 
fhould happen in this, it may be amended in the cura¬ 
tive part, by which the Evil may be abolilhed- Thefe 
are required to be of that nature and property, that 
they attract the fupcrlluous and pernicious humours 
from all the Vifeera and principal Internal Members 
of the whole Body, into the Ventricle, conciliate a 
new coreoCtion or digeftion, feparate the pure from 
the impuie, adjoin the one to the Liver, and ejeCt 
the other by Seige: And fo the body is not only 
freed fronuiepraved burthenfom humours, but alfo 
recovct e h its ftrength, and is cured of all In.irmities. 
Which mannerof Curing, at this day, the more the 
pitv, is known but to few ; feeing that it is not to be 
cftcClcd with common Herbs but fomewhat better is 
required, than uhat the Philofophy of old Women 
preferibeth : Meverthelcfs there is a great efficacy in 
certain Simples ; as may be feen in Hellebore or Helle- 
bura/tr, by whofe benefit the Ancients prolonged 
their lives, bv the daily ufc of a certain dofe of it 
Moreover, Tabaeo where it comcth to maturity, ef- 
feCleth things to be admired, being rightly prepared 
and adminillred ; yea, even that which (being crude) 
is taken in Pipes, coolethand refrelheth the body, and 
alfo in fome mccfuic relieves againft Hunger and 
Tliirft; which common experience daily witneffeth. 
But whence this Virtue happens, Tabaeo takers nei¬ 
ther know nor care, but acquiefcc, in that they either 


receive plcafurc or pioiic by it: Therefore, ifTaba- 
eo,or any ocher vulgar Plant can perform fo many 
and fo great things, being yet crude, without any 
preparation, What would not an Extract or concen¬ 
trated Effcnce of all the Vegetables do, being rightly 
made ? which neverthclefs ought to be of that na¬ 
ture, that it may not only dilpel every heap of malig¬ 
nant humours, but alfo lirengthen the inward parts, 
and preferve from all things which may happen in the 
generating of a Difeafe. 

Such a Medicine is that which I hemprefent to all 
thofe who continually life the Seas, and befides the 
Scurvy, undergo many other Difeafes; by which they 
may not only cfficacionfly protect thcmfelvcs againft 
theallaultsofDiftempers, and hinder their progrefs 
when already began, but alfo under the prefent want 
of Meat and Drink, may make found an infirm body : 
But how, and from what Ingredients this Euporifl 
may be made and prepared,needs not to be manifeffed 
to every one. This is a great Gift of God,which ought 
to be honoured, and not prollitutcd to the Unwor¬ 
thy. Let it fuffiee at this time, that fuch a Medica¬ 
ment may be obtained at a fmall price ; l will not fuf- 
fer it to be buried with me, but will leave it to others, 
who tnay keep it, and fell it to thofe who defire it at 
a reafonable rate. 

This is given in form of an Electuary, and may be 
taken fora Prcfervative, daily, or every fecond,third, 
or fourth day, asoccafion requircth, in the quantity of 
half or a whole Peafe, upon an empty ftomaeh,faffing 
two hours after it, if need be, but if not. Food may 
be taken prefcntly after it, although it is better to 
abftain fome hours : But whena Difeafe hath already 
invaded a man, whether it be Fever, Scurvy, He.id.icb, 
Catarrh , or any other Difeafe infefting Seamen, let 
the Patient forthwith fwallow down of this Electua¬ 
ry the magnitude of an ordinary Peafe (for it hath no 
nnplcafanc tafte) and fvveat if he can ; if not, let him 
keep however a very moderate Dyct all the day, and 
in Summertime, as mneh as he can, avoid tire intenfe 
heat, and in Winter, the extremity of Cold •, the next 
day let him take the quantity of a Peafe or two, and 
fo let him cnereafe or diminilh the dofe, according 
to the ftate of the Difeafe. Thefe things being well 
obfet ved, all Sicknelles will give place. 

If a man carry with him but half an ounce of this 
Medicine toSea, in a long Voyage, he will polTcfs a 
Panacea, both for the preventing and curing all Di¬ 
feafes incident to his body. 

This is ofvery great uieand profit efpecially for 
Mafters of Ships, to whom I alfo highly recommend 
it as fuch, and not to them only, but alfo to all the In¬ 
habitants of the Earth, towhom it promifeth no lets 
fuceefs. If a Medicine can be invented, (befides that 
univerfal one of the Philofophers) accommodated to 
all difeafes, - truly this is one, and will perform all, 
or even more than I have attributed to my Catholtcon 
in the Second Part of my Pbarmac. Spayyr. that is a 
Powder, but this, of which 1 now difeourfe, an Electu¬ 
ary prepared of certain good Ingredients and Sugar. 

I affirm again, That there is no difeafe, whether inter¬ 
nal or external, for the curing of which this Medicine 
doth not fuffiee ; for it doth not only refill the Fe¬ 
ver, Scurvy, and Pox, but even the Gout and Leprofy 
it felf, provided they be not too much fixed and radi¬ 
cated -, yea, although they be very inveterate, and 
cannot be throughly rooted out by this Medicine, 
neverthelefs it gives relief in them, and renders them 
more tolerable, and hinders the acccffion of the daily 
fits, and keeps it under. Certainly where this Medi- 
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(itie can yield no help. Nature mull be wholly ruined 
find tired out- What 1 have here written, is the 
Truth, which 1 am able to prove by experience; 
however it is fiee for every one to believe or not be= 
lievemc, as he pleafeth: Chriltian Charity to my 
Neighbour hath compelled me, if it be well taken, it 
is well, if not, 1 have done my part, and difeharged 
my Confcience. Nor will 1 infill any farther on the 
praife of this Panacea, \ have faid enough to thole who 
believe, or can underftand me. 

And thus 1 hrt/e fet before the whole World, that 
Medicament which can preferve from, and cure the 
moll grievous Difcafes accompanying Ships and Voy¬ 
ages, and alfo relieve in the extremity of Hunger- 
' This being done, there yet-remains another Remedy 
whereby the Body may be relieved, and refrefhed in 
extremity of Thirlt, when drink is wanting ; and this 
is dor.e by Water concentrated, which is of fo great 
virtue, that it giveth fuch a refrigeration to a thirfty 
Palate, that in the whole World there is not the like. 
Seeing therefore that in long Voyages Water is often 
wanting, and putrefieth and ftinketh, it will be very 
necedary here to declare and (hew, how Thirlt may 
be reftrained and rendered tolerable in time of neceffi- 
ty. Then alfo how common Water may be prcfer- 
ved from corruption ; moreover, that one Tun may 
effect as much for the quenching of Thirlt, as other- 
wife 2 or 3 Tuns of common Water can. Which is 
not only my faying, but the Truth it felf; as I will 
here prove by manifelttellimonies : And thisistobc 
done as l have faid, by Water concentrated and coa¬ 
gulated. But whatthat is, I will (irfl Ihew, and then 
by what means it is to be prepared and ufed- 

To explain the genuine Property of concentrated 
Water to many,may feem unncceflary, in regard that 
Seamen are not skilled in fuch difeourfes, nor careful 
about them; and that they rather belong to Philofo- 
phers, and the Contemplators of Nature, that they 
may render the knowledge of them familiar to them* 
fclves : But this Treatife without doubt will come in= 
to the hands of wife and experienced men, as well as 
into thofe who ufc the Seas, and therefore perhaps I 
fnall not lofe my labour, if I fomewhat more cxadtly 
deferibe the nature of that water- 

It is fulliciently evident to all thofe who have falu- 
ted but the Threlholds of Nature, that the Omnipo= 
tent God, in thefirll Creation of the World, hath fe= 
parated the Elements from the rude Chaos, as alfo the 
Elements from one another, placing the Earth in the 
bottom or foundation of the Center, and over that the 
Water, over the Water the Air, and over the Air the 
Fire ; fo that every of them holdeth its own recepta¬ 
cle and feat, from whence, without the will of God, it 
cannot recede- Neverthelefs, we find that one al- 
waies participates of the other, and none is found 
without another, although one be predominant and 
vifible ; but the relt exift in it invifibly, and by the 
skill of an Artifl, may vifibly be deduced from it. So 
from the Earth we elicite Air, Water, and Fire; from 
the vifible Water, natural Earth,Aiigand Fire ; again, 
fronuhe Air, Earth, Water, and Fire ; and from the 
Fire, Air, Water, and Earth. Hence the Elements 
arc continually circulated from one fpecies into ano¬ 
ther, which indeed we do not obferveor perceive,and 
no Element can want an Element, but draweth its life 
and nutriment from another. The Five cannot burn 
without Air; the Fire operateth upon the Water, and 
of it makctii Air; the Water rellethintheEartlgand 
moifteneth the fame; the Fire impregnareth the Air ; 
the Air infinuateth thcSeed into the Earth ; the Earth 
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nourifheth and chcrifheth the Seed unto perfection, 
and afterwards bringeth to light what it hath concei¬ 
ved, and carried in its belly. 

Thefe things are only hinted at by the way,and not 
without caufe. 

But to return to our concentrated water, that we 
may explain its nature, know, that water is the princi-. 
fium or beginning of all the Elements; which thing 
is fufficiently manifelt, and may be feen daily, efpeci- 
aliy in t the ftthterrancan Mines of Metals, whofe inward 
bowels are fo penetrated, that there is not only water, 
but we alfo fee it to be quickly tranfmuted into vari¬ 
ous forms ofMineral Bodies, the which without is fa¬ 
miliar; and the more limpid or clear the water is, 
the brighter Stones and purer Minerals it generateth : 
Of which you may read more in that Treatife, Se¬ 
cond Part of the Mineral IVor^ where I have defcrU 
bed the generation of Minerals; alfo that Flints and 
Sand, in the Earth, Rivers, and Seas, receive their en- 
creafefrom water,is fufficiently manifefl; forallfand 
was primitively water only, and hath paifed out of 
water into hard fand or Hones, and into which it may 
again be changed. But this is not to be ufed as a Re¬ 
medy againlt Tliirft, becaufe it is now too hard, and 
difficultly retnrneth to its firfl matter, viz.- Water, 
except by the benefit of another fubjeCl, which is a me-, 
dium between Sand, Flints, Cryllal, and common wa¬ 
ter, wT. Salt, which hath an agreement with the na¬ 
ture both of common water and that of Hones, and 
may be eafily changed into either of them ; as you 
fiiall hereafter hear. But this concentrated water, 
which I here propofe for the vanquilhing ofThirH, 
and refrefhing of the body, is fait prepared and com 
centratcd, eitherof the waters of Mountains, or of the 
Sea, which are of the famegoodnefs: Of which after¬ 
wards is prepared by Art a water fo excellent, that 
for reprefiing of Tliirfl and refrclhing a languid body, 
there is no Remedy in the world may be compared to 
it- 

Here fomcone ignorant of natural things may ob¬ 
ject, and fay. How can it be that Salt Ihould repel 
ThirH, feeing that when it is eaten, it exciteth and 
encreafeth the fame ? To this I anfwer, That com¬ 
mon fait, as it is firfl extrafled or boiled, can in no 
wife reflrain the Appetite of drinking,but rather pro= 
voke it, except its pravity be firfl correfled and depu¬ 
rated ; for every fait feems to have laid afide its na¬ 
ture and property, fo long as it contains earthy and 
grofs feces, which neverthelefs may be removed from 
it by folution, filtration, and coagulation ; whence al¬ 
fo it is bitter, aftringent, and hard ; but thisharlhnefs 
and terreftreity being removed, the fait remained] no 
longer hard, but is reduced into a foft and fluid Lb 
quor, not fwcet,butplcafantly acid, tafting like an 
Apple or the ftones of Grapes. And this purification 
mult be made by the force of Fire, viz., when the fait 
in deflilling is fublimed in earthen Veflels, by ftrong 
Flames; and then the pureft and rnoft noble part on¬ 
ly afcendeth,and the more grofs and earthy remaineth 
in the bottom, and is of no ufe ; but the purer part is 
of great power and virtues, not only againlt Thirlt, 
but is alfo very necefiary for many other things, as 
[hall hereafter be demonflrated. That otherwife in 
impure common fait a great Virtue is latent, let no 
man doubt, feeing that it may be daily obferved : 
Wherefore that excellent Philofopher Plato writeth. 
That in fait there is fimenhn Aivi ; and according to 
the opinion of other great and wife men, GOD hath 
openly manifefied FJimfeif in Fire and Salt, and the 
ancient Philofophers were hence taught to prepare 
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their Vniverfal Medicine \ which Art of preparing 
they have called Alchymy , or The melting of Salt ■, but 
I fpeak not this by experience, in regard that I never 
yet durft attempt fo great a Secret, being contented 
with finaDer things; but this 1 know, and have divers 
times done, viz., that by a certain Artifice, I have pre¬ 
cipitated from common Salt fome corporeal Gold, al¬ 
though without profit, and only to fee the pofiibility, 
which without thofe precipitations remaineth fpiri- 
tual,and at length by them obtaineth a corporeal fub- 
ftance.' 

Indeed the greateft Myftery of the whole World 
confifteth in Fire and Salt,and with thofe two (after 
God ) nothing may be compared ; for the Flame rai- 
feth Light out of Darknefs, which otherwife none but 
God can do. It is alfofit toreftore life to the dead, 
no otherwife than the warm Sun or Oven reviveth 
Worms, Frogs, Serpents, Flies, and other Infects, 
which have been killed by the Cold ; of which I have 
made mention in the fecond part of my Pharmacop. 
Spagyr. as alio in Afiracuhtm AUtndy and its Explica¬ 
tion. Many men ufe Fire,yet know not what they have 
or ufe : So alfo it happened! with fait, all men ufe it 
out of cuftom, but obferve not what they tafte. Salt 
is a thing of great moment •, by it we give ftrength to 
refill: Corruption, both to the living and the dead- 

And fo it is, that if men had not fait, or at the leaft 
thofe Plants and Fruits,in which it dwells, they would 
putrefie while yet living. Which w'ould alfo happen 
to Cattel, if they did noteat Grafs, which contains in 
it felf its own fait, and fufficeth them in feeding \ ne- 
verthelefs if fomething better were given them with 
it, it would be very profitable for them •, for if to hor¬ 
ned Bealls, as alfo Hogs, fome faltnefs were given 
with their meat and drink,they would thereby acquire 
much ftrength and fatnefs. 

Seeing therefore that Salt, whilft it is yetgrofsand 
rude, and defiled with many impurities, performeth 
fuch things in living Creatures, and preferveth Flclh 
and Filh, as alfo all Herbs arid Grafs, long from Cor¬ 
ruption •, What could not fuch a fait do, which by the 
help of Art hath received a greater purity than Na¬ 
ture hath bellowed upon it ? For the Fire containeth 
a power of correcting and purifying fait, and conver¬ 
ting it into a finer and better fubftance- The common 
falts which we daily ufe, do indeed give a relifh to all 
Edibles, and preferve them from putrefaction; yet 
neverthelefs they dry, aftringe, and bind the belly, a U 
fo excite Thirft-, but fait being rectified and depura¬ 
ted, communicateth a fweet and grateful tafte, alfo 
more powerfully refifteth Corruption than the other, 
neither doth it bind the belly, but keepeth it foluble, 
expelleth Urine •, nor doth it caufe Thirft, but rather 
taketh it away both from the fick and found : So great 
a difference is there between the common and corre¬ 
cted and depurated fait, which Rufticks little under- 
ftand. The nature and property of common fait is 
known to every one, as far as concerns the Kitchin, 
but the rectified is known to few: And the Spirit of 
Salt, which is in ufe in Apothecaries Ihops, and which 
they alfo fell, being for the molt part not rightly pre¬ 
pared, effeCteth little, and therefore not frequently 
ufed : But ifit were made and rectified asitlhouldbe, 
it would not only have a pleafanter tafte, but alfo a 
better operation. So many things bear Names which 
are not agreeable to the thing, and therefore cannot 
perform what is expected from them. 

The Ancients have aferibed great Virtues to Spirit 
of Salt in Medicine, which it indeed hath, if afeer its 
deftillation it be well rectified and dephlegmcd •, but if 


it be adminiftred fo crude as it afeends the firft time, 
it may perhaps do more harm than good, inafmuch 
as a great deal of terreftreity comes over with it, 
which in the rectifying remaineth in the bottom of the 
Glafs, as an infipid, bitter, or aftringent fait- And al¬ 
though this be well enough known to fome,nevcrthc- 
lefs they abhor to rcCtifie their fpirit, becaufc the 
fpirit in rectification lofeth a great part of its weight, 
by feparating its fuperfluities. l0 

I taught, many years fince, how to prepare the fpi¬ 
rit of fait in quantity, whofe defeription is alfo exact¬ 
ly fet down in the firfi and fecond part of my Furnaces. 
It alfo demonftrateth its utility in Metallicks; as ma- 
nifcftly appears in the firfi part of my Mineral IVorl^ 
where the manner of extracting Gold from Stones,by 
its help, is taught. Altho’the fpirit for that work 
ftiould be prepared after another manner, than that 
which is to be ufed at Sea, or on Ihore, for the curing 
Difeafcs or reprefiing of 1 hirft ; wherefore I’ll firft: 
teach the way of making this, and then alfo fiiew its 
Ufe. 

As for the manner of anatomifing Salt by Fire and 
Art, and tranfmutingir into a pure and fweet fpirit, 
it is various, for one ufcth this, another another way, 
as I alfo have taught divers waies, in the firfi and fecond 
part of my Furnaces ^ but here I will appoint another, 
which is thebeft and moft commodious for the ules 
treated of in this Book, and is thus to be performed. 

Get fome ftrong Retorts made of good Earth ( but 
Glafs is better ) fill them with the following mixture 
of Salt and Earth, then according to Art.dcftil thence 
a fpirit gratefully acid, whichduly reCtifie,and it will 
be prepared for Ufe. The fait is to be thus prepared 
for deftillation : Fill a great Crucible with Sea-falt, 
which cover with an earthen Cover, and by degrees 
put Fire about it of flaming Coals, encreafing it, until 
the fait be all over red-hot •, this being done, prefent- 
ly remove it from the fire, and let it cool; by this 
means, if any greafie fordcs, or other combuftible im¬ 
purities, adhere to the falt,thcy will beconfumed and 
i vanifh. Diffolvc the fait in common water, filter or 
'ftrain it through a fine clofe Linen Cloth, that the 
feces may be feparated ; the clear Liquor evaporate 
in an earthen glazed Veffel, till theCuticula appear, 
then make little balls of day and fand,about the big- 
nefs of Walnuts or Pigeons Eggs; dry them, and heat 
them red-hot in an earthen Veflel, and fo the fat fpi¬ 
rit of the Earth will be burnt away ^ then imbibe thofe 
balls with your ftrong fait water, by letting them re¬ 
main in it for fome hours, that they may drink in as 
much of it as they can, then take them out, and dry 
them: With thefe fill your Retorts, and adminifter 
Fire by degrees, and at length urge with the ftrongeft 
flames, fo long, till they emit no more fume, for then 
all the fpirit is come forth : The Receiver muft be 
of Glafs, and very large, in whofe bottom muft alfo be 
a little water, to attract and condenfc the fpirit- The 
Deftillation being finifhed, the fpirit is to be rectified 
by it felf in a low Cucurbit in fand, and firft the water 
or phlegm will come over, (which you may keep for 
another deftillationthen the pure and fweet fpirit 
will rife limpid and clear, and an unpleafant fait will 
remain in the bottom, which is to be cult away, and 
the fpirit to be kept for theufes to be /hewed' here¬ 
after. 

But ifyou defire to have the fpirit yet more pure, 
and efficacious, you may reCtifie it again upon calcined 
or powdered Flints, which will retain in the bottom 
whatfoever is yet grofs or impure, and the fpirit will 
! be rendered very pure and fubtile ; for the Flint at the. 
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firft was Water and Salt,' and hence both contain in 
themfelves fo {height a communion. This may be 
feen among the Glafs-makers, who reduce Sand or 
Flints into clcarnefs by melting, that thence they may 
make pure Glafs •, for Saltinthe Fire dillblvethSand, 
Flint, Cryltal, and together with them receiveth the 
Effencc of Glafs •, yea, and thefc very fpecies and 
matters, by tiie help of an sllk*ly Salt, are refol ved in: 
to a diaphanous Glafs, which being put into common 
Water, melt like'i'alt; of which I have difcourfcd in 
the Third Part of my Furnaces. When we deftil the 
aforefaid refilled Spirit of Salt again from powdered 
Flints, from the innate love which it hath to the 
Flints, it carrieth fome part of them upwards with it 
fclf, and is made better for life in all Difeafes, efpcci- 
allyinthe Drooftr. stone, and Gout it is an excellent 
Medicine. The Flints remaining in thebottom,yield 
a water which dilfolvcth thchardelt Cryftals, and is 
acid like the fpirit of Salt,and nothing ellc but paitof 
it coagulated with them, and may be adminiftred in ah 
cafes as the Spirit o. Salt. 

Let no man wonder that laferibe more to this Spi¬ 
rit rectified with Flints, than to any other common 
fpirit of fait t for few know what Virtues arc latent 
in Hints or fand. All Birds and fourffooted Animals 
life fand. Many men adminifter the powder of Flints 
and Cryfial, for the corroborating of weak ftomachs- 
Hens devour Sand and fmall Pebbles, that they may 
thence have matter for their Eggfheis, and being de^ 
barred of it, lay Eggs without fliells. Wherefore J 
affirm, That this fpirit of Salt, abftrafted from flints, 
to be better in many Difeafes than the common fpi- 
rir, and efpecially the Cryftals, or fpirit of fait coagu- 

lated,of which we have above made mention. 

Let thisfuffice concerning the Preparation of fpirit 
of fait. Now we will alfo teach, how it is to be admi- 
niftred either at Sea or on Shore, for the repelling of 
Thirft, and the Cure of Difeafes : To what other pur- 
pofes the fpirit of fait ferves, befides Medicine,I have ' 
lliewed elfewhere •, here my intention is only to fig- 
nifie of what great ufe and profit it may be in Voyages 
to Sea, which was the only, occafion of writing this 
Treatifc. 


Of the Vfe of Spirit of Salt in Ships , againft 
Thirft , and alfo the Scurvy. 

I N the firft place,this fpirit is profitable to the body, 
when a fmall quantity of it is put into the Hogffieads 
of Water, whereof Seamen and Souldiers drink, to 
which it gives a grateful acidity, like that of Wine, 
and is far moreeffedual in quenching ofThirft, and 
in lefs quantity than other Water, and befides pre- 
ferves the Water from corruption and ftinking,which 
otherwife in long Voyages it is wont to fufler,contra¬ 
cting a mnddinefs, blackncfs, and breeding Worms, 
which generate the Scurvy •, for the Water containing 
the fpirit of fait, cannot corrupt; which fpirit alfo 
preferveth other things, both living and dead, from 
putrefadion. And becaufe the water with the acid 
fpirit of fait extinguiffieth Thirft more than any other, 
it necdlarily follows, that fo great a quantity of water 
need not be carried fora Voyage,as otherwifeisufu- 
al. Moreover, feeing that the fpirit of fait refifteth all 
putrefadion, it fuflereth not the Scurvy to take root, 
for it refreffieth and exhilarateth a man with great 
vigour, corroborateth the ftomach, and all the mem¬ 


bers of the body, it confumeth pituitous matter in the 
Reinsand Bladder-expelleth Urine and Stone,keepeth 
the Belly foluble, promoteth digeftion •, itfuffereth no 
Difeafc to grow from corruption of the Blood, to 
which otherwife Sea-faring men arefubjed: Moreo¬ 
ver, itexerteth its falutiferous Virtues, if a little ofit 
be mingled with Wine and Beer, in Ships, which will 
long preferve it in its goodnefs and lincerity, caufing 
it the better to reprefs Thirft, and therefore to go the 
farther in ufe. Alfo Beef, Mutton, and Veal may by 
it be preferved a longtime, wx.. if they be put into 
rtone pots, and powdered or condiced with fome fait, 
dillolved in the fpirit of fait. Neverthelefs it bcho- 
veth that the Flelh be v ithout many Bones, and that 
all the legs, ffiins, or fhanks be cut off. Moreover, a 
very fmall quantity of the fpirit being added to the 
water in which Fifh is to be boiled, maketh the Fifh 
cat firm and clofe, and of a much folider relifh than 
when fprinkled with Vinegar, So alfo Raifins being 
put into water impregnated with fpirit of fait, will 
grow foft, and fwell, and will recover their ftrength 
and fweetnefs, as if they were frefh plucked from the 
Vine, which will afford a great rcfrclhmcnt to thofc 
who frequent the Seas. 

In a word, this fpirit may commodioufiy be ufed, 
not only in Water, Wine, or Beer, butalfo in all forts 
of Food in Ships •, foritgivetha very plcafant tafte 
to all meat and drink, and corrcdlcth them fo, that 
they become more wholfom. It hath alfo another 
very profitable ufe, viz.. If in hot weather but one 
drop, or fo fmall a part of the coagulated fpirit,as the 
magnitude of an Hempfeed, be mixed with fugar and 
held upon the Tongue ; for it fo coolcth the mouth, 
and aliayeth Thirft, that there will be no need of bad 
WatcrorBccr, by which the body is more violated 
than corroborated, through drinking often and much 
of them. Nor is this the leall of its virtues, that 
when in a long Voyage there is a want of water,a lit¬ 
tle more of the fpirit of fait may be put into it than 
will ferve for a grateful acidity ; for fo it will quench 
Thirft for a longer time, and in a lefs quantity than 
otherwifea greater quantity of water can do. Tea, 
although the Ship fliould be call away, and the men 
forced to betake themfelves to their Boat, or broken 
pieces of the Ship, as it often happens, if they have 
but an ounce of the fpirit of fait in a Glafs, or half fo 
much ofit coagulated, in defeft of Drink, they may 
fuftain their lives and health therewith fo long, till it 
pleafe God to afford them a means of getting to ffiore; 
nor will they be forced to drink their own Urine, or 
Sea-water, which is pernicious. 

Thefe and the like Virtues the fpirit of fait fhctv- 
eth in Ships, which for brevity fake, are not all decla¬ 
red. 

1 have alfo meditated how the Sea-water may be 
made fwcet and drinkable by precipitation, which 
would be very dcfirable in want of water : And fo far 
I have attained , that 1 can precipitate a good quanti¬ 
ty of the fait from the water, which alfo becomes 
much fweccer, but yet not fo fully, but fome faltnefs 
remains in it- Although in cafe of necefiitv this wa¬ 
ter may be ufed in Ships for the boiling of Peafe and 
Beans, as alfo for the fermenting of concentrated Com. 
What I now know concerning this precipitation, I 
will make manifell; for the good of my Neighbour,and 
(hew a good beginning how Sea-water may be made fit 
to drink- 

There is a certain kind of Mineral called Mary's 
Ice, it is not the Afitfcovian Giafs, as perhaps fome 
may think, but another thing ; when it is heat redffiot 
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in the fire, and fo caft into Sca-watcr, it is prefently 
reduced to a tender and white powder; which being 
done> the Water will be agitated and moved hither 
and thither, then the Powder attratteth to it felf 
part of the Salt from the Water, and fettleth to the 
bottom of the Veflel, and the Water groweth clear 
which may be poured out, and if this labour be once or 
twice repeated, the Water, by this precipitation, will 
indeed be made fvveeter, but not altogether potable. 
Alfo the fait or foIutionofSrtfwr»difiniflcth much of 
the fait from Sea,watcr, yet by that it is not rendered 
drinkable. The bell way which! now know, is this 
which follows,but it is fomewhat coftly : Neverthclefs 
vvhcnneccfiity urgeth, fweet and good water proliteth 
a man more than a Bond of an hundred pieces of Gold. 
Hence this Art deferveth to be honoured, although it 
be coftly ; for a man ready to die with Thirft would 
give all he hath for a draught of Water to fave his 
Life : Wherefore fomewhat ofthis precipitation may 
be committed to Ships, for their prefervation, which 
may be ufed in great neceflitv, but if no fuch be, it 
may be brought home again, and kept for another 
Voyage, feeing that it will in no wife decay, but be as 
good after an hundred years, as the firft day of its pre= 
paration. 

But what this is, there is no need openly to divulge, 
but he who defircth it, may come to me and have it: 
But for the information of thofe who are skilful in 
Cbymifiry , I will intimate this; That the precipitation 
of Salt from Water, is neceflarily to be performed by 
a lingular fand, which doth not only drive fait down¬ 
wards, but alfo all Phlegm, Sordcs, and Impurities; fo 
that although the water Ihould be like to a Fen or 
Dunghill in filth and (link, by the benefit of this pre¬ 
cipitation, in a few hours, it Ihould become like clear 
Fountain water, becaufe the evil odour and tafte would 
alfo be precipitated. 

The fame may be done in all Waters, how nafty 
and muddy foever, and not only in Waters, but alfo 
in all potable Liquors, as Wine and Beer, although 
the Wine were red, feeing that the precipitation caft- 
ethto the bottom all muddinefs, colour, and ftink. 
And hence not only thofe Liquors, which are changed 
red by corruption,or other accident,but alfo Cryftals, 
which are red by nature, may be reduced to a perfpi- 
cuous clarity -, which is a thing very profitable for 
Vintners*, for otherwifethe Sea-waters become fweet 
when they are carried far through common fand,which 
imbibeth their fait; for thofe two have a mutual com¬ 
munion and communication,feeing that both are gene= 
rated of Water ; hence alfo, by the fire, they are re- 
folved into a dry Water, or pellucid Glafs. Whence 
any man knowing in the nature of things, may appre¬ 
hend, that this precipitation ofSea=water isbuilt upon 
a foundation agreeable to Nature.. 

My Alexipharmac, or Mineral-Elettuary, before 
mentioned, as alfo the Spirit and Cryftals of Salt,may 
be adminiftred, as well at Land as on Sea, againft the 
Scurvy , Fevers, and other Difeafes. 

And although in the Second Part of my Pharmacop. 

I have already deferibed a certain Mineral Remedy, 
under the Title of a Panacea, and commended it a- 
gainft all Difeafes, by which admirable Cures are e’ry 
where done, yet I prefer my Mineral Ele&uary before 
that, becaufe it is more accommodated to ufe, feeing 
that when need requires, it may be taken out of a Box 
with a Knife only; neither is there need of any Vehi¬ 
cle, as Wine, Beer, or others, which are neceflary to 
be ufed with the Panacea ; neither is there need of 
tveighing it, but may be proportioned by the Eye, ac¬ 
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cording to the age and ftrength of the lick. Thofe 
who are of full age and ftrength, may take as much of 
the Electuary upon a falling ftomach as will equal the 
magnitude of a Peafc, and fall forne hours after it, if 
time and opportunity permit •, alfo let the Patient 
avoid the cold Air, and the licat of the Sun in hot fea- 
fons. It is to be taken twice, four times,or oftner, in 
a week, accordingto the ncccfiity of the lick,to which 
it muft alfo be proportioned by encrealing or dimini¬ 
shing the Dofe; for if one grain Ihould not work,the 
Patient may take two, afeending to 3*01*4, if need be. 
When a finall Dofc is adminiftred,it works infcnfibly; 
if a littie more, then it vvorketh by ftool, and fomc- 
times by vomit, when itfindeth difeafie matter in the 
ftomach; if itfindeth depraved fait humours, itcaft- 
cth them out by fwcat, lpitting, or urine, and through¬ 
ly purged; the body from every evil. In brief, I fay, 
it greatly purifieth the Blood, openeth all obftru&ions 
of the internal principal members, as the Liver,, Spleen , 
and Lungs, beyond all Phlegm agogues : It hindereth the 
growth of all Apoftemattons both within and without 
the body ; it confumeth Fluxes and Catarrhs , which 
fall upon the Eyes,Ears, and Teeth •, it exterminated 
the venereal Pox in a (hort time; it alfo cureth the 
Dropfie , Lcprofte, Gout , and Falling.ficknefs, both in old 
and young; expelled the Srowe both of the Kidneys 
and Bladder-, curcth all forts of Fevers ; and laftly, 
it he'aleth all inward and outward WoundszcA Ulcers^ 
being taken inwardly, and a due Diet obferved. 

This is a fafe and approved Medicine in the cure of 
all curable difeafes, nor doth it fail to help in invete¬ 
rate affe&s, viz., when a difeafe hath been long grow¬ 
ing, and is now firmly rooted and fixed, that it cannot 
be totally expelled, as thzGout and Stone , yet then this 
Medicine mitigateth the pain, and malccth the Fits 
flower and more tolerable, and fuffereth not the Di¬ 
feafe to encreafe, but to be more and more abated and 
dimini filed. It curesall Scabs and Ringworms, or Ter¬ 
ser/, proceeding from an impure Blood and Liver, on¬ 
ly by taking it inwardly, without any outward unfti- 
ons- What fhall I fay more ? This Medicine cannot 
be fufficiently praifed, feeing that it operateth univer- 
fally againft all the difeafes both of Men and Beafts: 
But I muft forbear, for if I Ihould fhew all its Virtues, 
this Treatife would fwell to too great a bulk. 

In Maritime Towns, and other places where the 
Scurvy is regnant, a better Medicine than this cannot 
be found,for it reraoveth all pravity of Humours, from 
which fuch difeafes proceed ; itpreferveth from the 
Plague, ar.d other Contagions,and happily cureth their 
Infections; it ftrengtheneth the Memory, Heart, and 
Brain; preferveth fromthe Palfie and its Concomi¬ 
tants : In time it reftoreth thofe who have their Mem¬ 
bers contracted, and their Nerves reprefied and im- 
, movable, after the being anointed with Mercury, for 
the cure of the Pox. He that will take it every week 
or once in 3 or 4 weeks as a prefervativc, fhall not 
have the 'Foeth-ach, nor (hall his Ears be troubled with 
ringing or other noifes, nor fiiall his Eyes be troubled 
with (harp Rheums;but by the benefit of this ; thofecon- 
tinual inveterate Corroders of the Body, Catarrh, Fi- 
ftula. Cancer , and other almoft incurable fymptoms, 
are throughly cured. 

Hence both Rich and Poor, and thofe efpecially 
who go long Voyages to Sea, and want Phyficians, 
ought to eftcem this Alexipharmac, and provide them- 
felves with it againft a time of nccefiity. If any man 
carries with him halfan ounce of it, it will be fufficienc 
for prefervation and curation for more than a year, in 
many difeafes. If a Ship going to the Eaft or Weft In- 

Dddd dii\ 







Parc I 


n 



I be Confol.iticn 


dies, carry with them half a pound of it,they may favc 
the Lives of many men •, ore cfwh : c!> is of ten times 
iiiore value than the price of tue rVicdicinc, by help of 
which the lives and health of many Hundreds of Men 
rnay be prclcrved, and being lick, may be reduced to 
their former health. 

Now it is farther necefihry to defcribe the Virtues 
which the Spirit of Salt (lie wet h on Shore; tor that 
which is prolirablc to the lick on fbipboard,is not hurt* 
ful for thofc who dwell at Land : For this fpirit may 
be tiled in all Houfcs in their ufual drink, as Beer or 
Wine, cfpccially in thefe moift Regions, where the 
Scurvy commonly rcigucth ; lb that there is fcarccly 
an Houfc to be found, in which there is not one at the 
leaft infefted with this Difeafe •, for the drink is here¬ 
by made clear, fo that it well diinteth the Urinary 
pafTagcs,moreovu' hindcrcth the growing of the ftonc 
in the Kidnvs andBlauderi it alfo gives a pleafant 
talleto the Wine, removeth its fuperfluous Tartar 
and prccipitntcth it to the bottom, fo that Spar.ijh and 
Fn>:c\) Wine acquire a clearnefs like to Kheuijb wine- 
In Summer time, after Liquors have once wrought, it 
fuffereth them not to free, grow mucous, or work a- 
gain, but kcepeth them from many Accidents. French 
Wines, as fold in many places, have neither odour 
nor talle, but good- Wine is endowed both with a \ i- 
x.ousrcltlh, and a grateful odour ; and when thefe aie 
wanting, the name aarces not with the thing- But 
the Spirit of Salt, witlfthe Efience of Wine, conciliates 
ro French wine the fmell, tafte, and colour of Khcnijh 
wine. Hcncc alfo being fo meliorated, it w ill, like 
RkeuiQi, keep many years, which otherwife will hardly 
hold good two years. Moreover, by the fpirit of fait 
thatquality may be taken away from Honey, which 
renders its tafte fomewhat ungrateful, and its hidden 
Impurities may be precipitated, fo that an excellent 
vvholfom drink may be made of it. Which is a famous 
Art to be ufed in thofc places where there is no wine ; 
for when Honey is well depurated, and thc_ unpleafant 
tafte taken from it, it becomes as a comforting Bal- 
fam to Man ; as that old Souldier had experienced, 
whom Alexander asked what he had ufed to prolong 
his Life to fo great an Age, he anfwered, That in¬ 
wardly he had ufed Honey, and outwardly Oil- And 
it is evident to many, that there is a great virtue in 
Honey, but by reafon of the unpleafant tafte, it is loa¬ 
thed which yet is removed by the fpirit of fait, fo 
that a drink prepared of futh pure Honey, is as whoh 
fom as the belt wine : which hath alfo this benefit,that 
every Houfckccper may have this drink at his Table, 
at anytime of the year- This honied Ncflar alfo hol- 
deth good many years, after the manner of the belt 
R'hcr jb wine, and is made for a finall charge, and will 
be a great com fort to thofc who arc not able to go to 
the price of wine- Moreover, every one may make 
his own drink asftrong and as fweet as he plcafeth ; 
which is the principal head ot the Art, to take away 
the ungrateful tafte from the Honey, which being rc- 
rr.ovcd by the fpii it of falt,thc drink will become clear, 
to which yon may add a little French or Hhcnfh wine 
for tafte fake. You may thence alfo make good Beer, 
which will hold its goodnels i o or 20 years, or more, 
T iz.. if inftead of common water you take the water 
of Heps, to diffoivc the purified Honey, to which, (if 
yon plcafc) von may give divers rafts, by patting into 
it divers Herbs, as is wont to be done in wine and beer- 
But this you are efpccially to regard, 1 hat for this 
biifmefs you do net life unrc&ilied ipirit of hilt,for luch 
would fpoil the tafte, and corrupt the drink, btital-- 
vcaies take that which is well rectify’d, which 1 have 


fufficiently taught the manner of doing of,both in this 
Treatife, and divers other places of my Writings- 
NB- There is no need to put the fpirit intoaVef- 
lcl of Wine or Beer, but it fufficcth to keep it in a 
fmallglafs, and as often as you have occafion to put 
fome drops of it into a Bottle of Wine or Beer, and 
fo to drink of it- Every one therefore may make 
his drink as he will, by putting in more or lefs of the 
fpirit, according to his Palate-, which doth not only 
ferve to make the wine and beer clear and diurctick, 
but may alfo be ufed in Fountain-water, in hot wea¬ 
ther, for the allaying of wine; For if fome drops of 
it be put into a bottle of water, it giveth it a grateful 
acidity, not much unlike to the natural Mineral acid 
waters, and in hot weather allayeth the over-great 
heat of the Blood, and qucncheth Thirft, fo that there 
is no need ofburdening the ftomach with much wine 
or beer. Alfo all thofe drinks, as wine, beer, and 
water, which arc mingled with the vvell-reftified fpi¬ 
rit of fait, are far wholfomer than other ordinary- 
drinks- If a little pure Steel be diftolved in fpirit of 
Salt, and then put to fair water, it will have almolt 
the fame tafte with the Sparv: water, and if fome quan¬ 
tity of it be drank, it loofeth the belly,and cvacuateth 
black Excrements, whence a man grows lively and vi¬ 
gorous, as if he had drank ofthc Spaw-.w aters- 

And this benefit may accrue by it to all Travellers, 
who carrying with them a little fpirit of fait in a glafs, 
may at all times, and in all places, correct and amend 
their beer or wine in their Tuns, and give it a better 
rclifh : But becaufethis fpirit is more liable to be loft: 
in a liquid form by any accident befalling the glafs, 
therefore being coagulated into a dry form, it may 
be more commodioufly carried about in a Paper or 
Box, of which the magnitude of a fmall Peafe drank 
in one cup of water, quenchcthThirft better than a 
great quantity of water alone. This fpirit or fait will 
be ferviccablc to men of all forts, but to none more 
than to Seamen or Souldicrs, in war-like expeditions, 
of which lometimcs more die through want of water, 
than by the fvvord, who alfo for the moft part contraift 
their Difcafes from the filths in Ships, which might 
eafily be prevented- What will it profit a Captain 
ofaManofWar, or the Commander of a Merchant* 
(hip, to have many men for his defence and fervice, 
if they are difabled by a Difeafe ? Were it notthen 
better to ufe all diligence to preferve their health,and 
to reftorc it when loft? Which may be done with fmall 
Labour and Coft. A General brings an Army fome 
time into the Field, of 10, 20, 01-30 Thoufand Men, 
and feeing that thofc obferve no due order in eating 
and drinking, and being deftitute of Medicines, if the 
Plague, Few, or Bloody-Flnx comes among them,they 
drop off one afeer another like Flies in Winter ; when 
notwithftanding they might be fuccoured and helped 
in thofe Difeafes by my Electuary, f ThisEliUnary I 
thinkjo be the Panacca'Antimonij made up with Sngar.^ 
Salt of Salt, or Spirit of Salt, infpiflated or thicker 
ned with Sugar. The fpirit of fait hath alwaiesbeen 
highly efteemed,both by ancient & modern Phyficians, 
for its great virtues which itlhevveth both inwardly & 
outwardly ; befidcs which, it is of great ufe in other 
Arts, as 1 have fhewed in the fir ft and fecund Fart of my 
Fur)fates. And that the Reader may fee that I am not 
fmgular in what 1 have aferibed to the fpirit of fait, I 
will here fet down the Expericr.ccof that no lefs learn 
ned than famous Phyiician Conradus Kim-rath , of the 
fpirit of fait, as he hath exprdfed it in his Medulla 
Deffill.itoda, printed at Hamburgh, Anno 1638. in 
thefe word', Part 1 - png. 59. 
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The Great and Effe&ual Operations which are 
attributed to the Spirit or Oil of SA L 7*. 

T HE Spirit or Oil of Sait is not of fo acrimonious a 
tafie, as Salt conmonly is: Nor bath it fo great 
an acidity as the Spirit of Vitriol, but it tafteth almoft 
like the juice of wild Apples, with fomewhat of fweetnefs 
intermixt. It difcuffetb, diffolvetb, cwfumetb, and dry - 
eth,yet it doth not heat too michfmt bath a temperate na - 
tore, mitigating and comforting the natural heat,which it 
alfo encreafeth, and difpellet h all things contrary to Na¬ 
ture, prefervctb the ft ate of found humours unhurt, cfpeci- 
ally profitable for thofe who are phlegmatich, who ft vifcons 
Saburra of humidities it confumeth, taketh away Catarrhs 
which fall from the Head, and preferveth from all Difea 
fes which arife from a noxious Pituity, Mncor, and Flu- 
xes.Tea,thofe who ufe labour and (Indy, fall perceive their 
Strength to be reftored by it, and as it were renewed. 

Experience, the Miftris of things, witneffeth, That it is 
a prefent Remedy againfi the Falling-ficknefs, admi- 

7 iifired in good Aqua-vite : Againfi the Apoplexy,Pal- 
fie, or lofs of Speech ; as alfo the trembling and beating 
efthe Heart, and all dejebbions of Mind \ as alfo in the 
tune of the Plague, or in any infebbiotts Air, it may be ad- 
mini fired with profit i by mixing half an ounce of the Spirit 
or Oil of Salt with two ounces of the Juice of Violets, and 
as much of the Elebbuary of Juniper •berries, in a Stone or 
Glafs Mortar, and the Patient taking the quantity of a 
Filler d in the morning upon an empty ft omacb. 

This Compound-.Medicine being given to Women with 
Child } facilttateth the Birth, and is highly profitable a- 
gainft various fymptonts of Women in Child-bed, without 
any danger. If any defire to preferve their native heat, 
let them often ufe this Alexipharmack. 

Whoever is burdened with fuperfiuons moifture, let him 
take this Spirit or Oil of Salt daily, in Wine or fome other 
^chicle. 

In Coldnefs, and continual Fluxes, which flop up the 
Breafl, it conduceth much, and taketh away inveterate 
Coughs and grievous Afthma’s, which are ftirred up by 
thoje Fluxes. It diffolvetb, confumeth, and .diffipateth 
depraved humours, collebled and indurated in the ftomach * 5 
and although of it felf it communicateth little nourifhment , 
yet it excites the Stomach to a good Appetite, and difpofeth 
the A'feat to a good digeftion andpaffage through the body . 

It bclpetb in the Tartarous and indurated Obftrudtions 
of the Liver and Spleen, which it openeth and relieveth, 
and hence removeth and taketh away the Jaundice, Drop- 
lie, Mypocondriack Melancholy, and pains and affelts 
of the Ribs and Vifcera, and alfo whatfoever anfeth 
from Wind and Flatulency, and other fymptomes proceed - 
ing from tbefaid caufes, it effect ally ah fiftieth the Ana- 
farca, or Water under the skin, and throughly removeth 
watery Tnmbttrs in the Genital Members or Legs, which 
for the'rftofi parthappen to thofe who are Hydropical,Pbtbi- 
fical, or labour under a Diftemper of the Liver . It alfo 
taketh away the great Thirft in thofe, which otherwife in 
this kind of dtfeafes doth not lightly afjlibb, fo that the Pa¬ 
tient fall have no defire of drinking, but may remain fome 
dates without. The fame is alfo a Remedy againfi all pu¬ 
trid Fevers. 

In tormenting Pains of the Belly, and Cholick, which 
are excited by the vifeofity of humours, or intern per at are of 
flatulency, cr force cf cold, a?:d a denfe and tough Phlegm 
driven into the Inteftines this fpirit rejohetb and ccnfu- 
wetb, and fo openeth the ft opt pajfages of the Bowels, and 
hofeneth the Billy, that it eafitb the Ihack paras, whether 
it betaken at the month, or adminifired Cly fterwife. In 


the Licntery,Dyfcntcry ,or Hemorrhage,/* is to be gtVien 
m Clyjhrs ; in l,ke manner in Nephrkick Difeafetjxd 
the dolorous Stone in the Bladder, which it difpelleth and 
exterminatetb. 

In Ruptures, as the Hernia and Entcrocele, let fome 
drops be given daily in good Wine *, let the Tumour of the 
Scrotum be alfo often anointed with this Spirit or Oil,and 
cherijhed by a fit Trufs, or fome other bandage,and in a few 
dates the fick will recover his former health. 

It killeth all Worms in the Body, •vfteth them out,and 
prohibits their breeding again. 

It is a mofl efftbbualprefervative againfi the contagion 
of the Plague ; and alfo is very conduciblc to tbtfe ft ho 
are already infebbed. It alfo wonderfully pnfittth fitch as 
have eaten Potfonous Mujhrooms or Opium, as alfo thofe 
who are hurt by Serpents, Vipers, Spiders, and the like ve¬ 
nomous InfcFli, it is accommodated both to inward and out¬ 
ward ufe, bccaufe it confumeth virulent humidities. For 
the flinging of Wafps and Hornets, it is to be applied topi¬ 
cally. * 1 

For fat Women, and thofe who are troubled with impu¬ 
rities of the Matrix, from a Superfluous phlegmatic!^ hu¬ 
mour, it is very profitable', for by the benefit of it , every 
redundancy and incommodrty of Phlegm is purified ' corf li¬ 
med, and dried up,fo that the Jecd may more eafily reft in 
the Womb, and fertility begreat ly promoted. 

In protuberant Excnfcencics of the Eyes , Films, Ca¬ 
taracts, Blifters, Putties, or Spots, Dimnefs or Dark- 
nels of fight, tt is to btrttftd in a good Collyry , or other 
commodious Vehicle . In Blows, Bruifes, or Falls, when 
the Blood is congealed, ( which we call black and blue ) in 
the Eyes or Face, let a bit of a Sponge or Lint be wetted 
with the Spirit or Oil of Salt, and applied to the place aft 
felled \ or elfe diffolve in the fame a little red Myrrh, 
and with the Diffulution mix a little Honey, and 
anoint with it. It driveth away noife^and pain of the 
Ears, alfo when the Ears fend forth an ulcerous and pu¬ 
rulent matter, the fame Medicine may be adminiftred with 
an happy fuccefs. And in thefe Symptoms it is to be mixed 
with Wine-Vinegar , and dropped into the Ears, and rub¬ 
bed upon the difeafedparts • 

In the Thrufh, and other fore mouths of fuckina Chil¬ 
dren, alfo in the glandular or kernelly Swellings cf the 
Ncck,fculnefs of tlsc Tongue, fwelled and rotten Gums 
( Scurvy in the Mouth, Tooth-ach, Superfluous humours 
and filths adhering to the Teeth arid Gums, this Spirit or 
Oil of Salt is an excellent Remedy ; as alfo in prefervinp 
from thofe Evils, it is to be conjoined with clarified Ho¬ 
ney, and the Mouth, or part s aft ebbed in it, to be anointed 
therewith. Againfi the evil Aft ebbs andVlcers cf Wo¬ 
mens Breafts, fome linen rags are to be humeSbed with the 
Spirit or Oil of Salt, and they will be quickly healed. The 
mot ft Itch, Tetters, Ringworms, and other contagious 
Affcbbs of the Skin, are happily cured by both the inward 
and outward ufe of this Spirit. Ulcers and fungous Tu¬ 
mours in the Venereal Difeafe, or others,if we would bring 
them to a fuppnration, the Oil of Salt will effebb it, bcirgr 
applied either alonc,or mixed with other convenient Reme¬ 
dies. ter the healing of venomous Dleers, which pierce 
the Bone it fclf, as alfo all virulent Apoftems , the Spirit 
or Oil of Salt is to be mixed with Whit e-wine,and Barley - 
Flour, into the confiftency of a Phfter, which is to be applu 
cdto the Sore . 

Alfo in cancerous , eating, and Spreading Dicers , it is 
very profit able, being mixed with the juice of Rh:te,and apt¬ 
ly applied . 

That I may fummarily exprefs its ufe both inwardly 
and outwardly, it refifieth all find and corrodr/nr Vices 
and layeth the foundation of their Cure. In luxated, 
Shortened, cr contrabled members and joints, it a for doth 
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prefnt help, being ufed alone, or joined ivitb fit fomentati¬ 
ons or F. pit hems. . 

In the taking away of Warts, this Spirit is to be mixed 
with the juice of Marigolds, and applied to theta* Italfo 
takgth away Corns, if after they are fftened with . warm 
water they be well cut and anointed with this Oil■ In 
the Eryfipelas, St. Anthony’s Fire, this being mixed 
with Elder -Vinegar, and applied, is of great virtue. 

The Hands or Feet being con apt id or chapt byCvld,are 
recovered by the bftufit of this Medicine. This Spirit or 
Oil oreatly condncetb to help the wearinefs and weaknefs of 
the ^ Feet and other Members, refioring to them their 
firength and vigour, if they be well bat bed therewith before 

the fire. ' . , 

Moreover, in the dolorous Gout it.is a famous Remedy, 
'anda profitable Anodine for allaying the pain, if befides 
its internal nfe it bealfo applied topically • For to this our 
Medicine are to be joined Oil of Turpentine, Oil of W<ix. 
Oil of Camomile, or alfo Oil of Cow fps, with which the 
parts of died are to be well anointed. But where the mem¬ 
bers are contrasted by Fluxions and Catarrhs, fit Fomen¬ 
tations are alfo to be ufed, andbefides our Oil or Spirit,the 
dulcified Oil of Vitriol, andpure Oil of Turpentine, are to 
be mixed together, and the parts to be therewith anointed 
before the fire. And hence the Nerves and J oints are fio 
comforted, that they will net foeafiiy admit finch Fluxions 
(.(rain. Alfo if there be T ophes or Nodes in the Joints, 
they will be dificujfed beyond belief-, being duly anointed 
with this Oil, mixed with the dulcified Oil of Vitriol. 

It is alfo ufed with great profit both inwardly and out- 
war dF,again fi the Cramp and Convulfion of the N erves 
by Cold ' , , 

In external Wounds and Symptoms there often happens 
a Putret tide, and alfo proud Fiefs fometimes fiarteth up 


and cunfith great pain. Thefie Protuberances being anoin¬ 


ted with this Oil or Spirit, are prefiently dijfolvedand con- 
fumed, and alfo prefirved from future corruptions. 

It: brief, this is a mo ft excellent Medicine, overcoming 
many Dijeafes. Moreover, the Reader is to know, that 
this Spirit or Oil of Salt, ( befides thofe Virtues which 1 
have declared ) if it be diligently prepared, and rightly 
pnfcribed, may be ufed for the preparing of many excellent 
and precious things tn the Chymtcal Art-, for it diffol- 
vetb Gold, Gemms, and other Stones, Pearls, Corals, &c. 
Jo that they are reduced into excellent Medicines,in a liquid 
dr potable form, highly nfeful for Mankind: But how 
thofe Proccjfes are to be inftituted, I fisall here pretermit, 
But he that hath drawn a good foundation of working from 
that information which my Medulla Dcftillatoria hath 
faithfully propounded, lit him weigh the niattcr with an ac¬ 
curate mind, and put his hand to the Work, there is no-, 
thing in it fo tedious, but he will cafily conceive -, moreo¬ 
ver let him ajfociate himfelf with boneft, fmcere, and 
skilful Artifls, and take their can fel,then he will find out 
vi.my Secrets of Nature, aud fingnlar Arcana's, and^ will 
fee that his care and diligence hath not been in vain - ' rL ~ 
let him ufe that Experience to the Glory of God. 
help of Ins needy Neighbour. 


Then 
and the 


The Virtues or mod efficacious Operations of 
the Spirit or Oil of Salt , in which Gold is 
rightly dillolvcd, according to Art ; or, when 


it iliall be made an Aurtm Potabile. 


the great 
attributed 


P Hilofophcrs and Pbyficians, endowed with 
Exercife and Knowledge of I lungs , have 
to the Spirit or Oil of Salt, tn ir Fh Gold is rightly dtjfol- 
ved, or the Aurum Potabile made with it, very gnat ope¬ 


rations in the body of Man, inafmnch as in all Difeafs 
and Infirmities,of what name fever, it giveth prefent help, 
and in all dejections of the vital fpirit, although they tend 
to the fatal period, it giveth fitch relief, that life and vi¬ 
gour may be yet fomewbat farther protrailed, ift\vo,three, 
or four drops be admintflred as occafion final jerve in a 
good Aqua vitas or Cordial Water. In Ife manner, if 
three drops be adminifircdonce a week m generous Wine, or 
Aqua vitas, or other fit Vehicle, it renovateth a man,makes 
him youthful, ebangetbgray Flairs , product t new Nails, 
and Skin, preftrvctb from \varions and diverje fymptoms 
of Difeafes, and preferveth the body in fitch a fate, even 
to the prefixed hour of the Divine appointment. 

Thefe are the very words of that famous Philofo- 
pher and Chymical Phyfician Conradus Kuuratb, in his 
Medulla Dcslillatoria -, as the Reader may there fee- 

Now any may eafily conjecture, that although this 
learned man had found out many things, yet that he 
knew not all, but what was known to him, that he di¬ 
vulged. But that as yet more might be done by that 
Spirit or Oil of Salt, than what he had fet down, ea¬ 
fily appeareth from that which he (hevveth at the end, 
concerning the Oil or Liquor of Gold, prepared by 
the Spirit of Salt, which words arc Truth it felf, and 
much more may be done by the benefit of that folu- 
tion. He hath written what Experience hath taught 
him, the reft he hath left to the ftudy and fearchcs of 
others. 

Seeing therefore that I alfo (not to fpeak boafling- 
ly) have often handled Furnaces and Coals,and among 
others,have found this Liquor of Gold or Aurum Pc- 
tabile, made withOil of Salt,to be of great virtue, and 
knowing its great ufe, power, and virtue by experi¬ 
ence, 1 will deferibc it in an open ftile, left fo noble a 
Medicine (hould be buried. Such a Liquor of Gold as 
is here mentioned, is compounded of the pureft Sol, 
and the moft highly rectified and again concentrated 
Spirit of Salt: The Sol is to be firft melted, and 
throughly purged with Antimony, then to be diffol- 
ved in Aqua Regia, and precipitated with J, to be 
edulcorated and brought into a fubtile Calx, which 
mult be heat red-hot (to free it from the 5) and then 
diffolved in ftrong and well-prepared Oil of Salt 5 be¬ 
ing diffolved, abftradt part of the fpirit of fait from it, 
and a very yellow Liquor of Gold will remain at the 
bottom, which yet is not, fit for ufe alone, feeing that 
the Oil of Salt eontaineth too much Acrimony ; 
therefore a drop of it is to be mixed with a fpoonfut 
of Beer, Wine? or warm Broth,, before it be admini- 
ftred to weaken the fpirit of fait; but if any defireto 
have it fwcctcr,inftead of Wine, Beer, or Broth, it 
may be mixed with melted Sugar, or fyrup of Rofes. 
The Dofe for a man of ripe age,is two or three drops, 
which if he (hall perceive not to operate fufficiently,he 
may enereafe to three or four drops, fo long, til) he 
fliall find an evident operation, which appearing, let 
him enereafe the Dofe no longer, but rather diminifh 
it a drop ; and when the Oil of Gold rightly perfor¬ 
med its operations, thefe figns will appear : In the 
firft ufe, a certain loathing or naufeoufnefs of thefto- 
machjwill be perceived, when the Oil of Gold findeth 
there a vitious pituity, and endeavouring to expel it, 
driveth it downwards, and ejefteth it by ftool. 2.The 
Excrements are as black as a Coal, and during the ufe 
of the Medicine, the fick inaketh a difeharge by ftools 
at leaft twice, fometimes three or four times, without 
any impediment or fence of neceifity, as is wont to be 
in the working of Pnrges. The Urine will alfo be 
thick and turbid, becaufcthc Medicine difiolveth the 
Tartar and Phlegm in the Reins and Bladder, and by 
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degrees expelleth it. NB. That by the black Excre¬ 
ments, it is manifeft,that Gold may be radically dillol- 
ved in the ftomach of a Man, which fomc think to be 
impoffible. The humane ftomach hath a greater po¬ 
wer in thedeftruftion of things than the ftrohgeft fire, 
as maybe here feen by the Gold : Yea, all things 
which are eaten or drank, in thefpace of 24 hours, it 
throughly diflolveth and tranfmuteth into a new form 
of Excrements. 

If the ftomach of a man can effect fuch things, why 
not Art alfo ? Yea, hence it isexprelly proved, that 
the colours of Gold, at length, when it is radically 
diflblved and deftroyed, do appear, and may be 
known, feeing that in Colours Blacknefs hath as it 
were the firft and chief place,and containcth all others 
hidden and concentrated under it. 

NB. Thatthefc black Excrements (hould not be 
call away, but the radically-difiblved Gold ought to 
be feparated front them, with which perhaps foine 
great thing may be effected. 

1 fome time fince adminiftred this Oil of Gold, for 
eight or ten daies fuccelfively, to a certain Infant, for 
the freeing his body from Mercury, which had been 
imprudently given him for thejWorms; I ordered 
the Excrements to be faved, for fomc Experiment, 
which nevcrthelefs,beeaufe they ftood long and bred 
Worms, I could not ufe, but commanded them to be 
put to the Roots of a young Vine, which had not yet 
born Grapes, being but of two years growth, which 
produced a fmall Grape with large ftones, which had 
golden fpots like Stars, admirable to behold. This 
Example is worthy of a profound confideration. It al= 
fo feems to me, that the Urine of thofe who continu¬ 
ally ufe the aforefaid golden Liquor Ihould be aurife¬ 
rous, although it appear not in the colour. The thing 
is out of doubt, feeing that men, in the ufe of the faid 
Medicine, attract only a certain hidden virtue from 
the Gold, and again fend the reft forth of the body, 
that that Gold is better than other common Gold : 
The Benignity of the Divine Being hath difpofed and 
ordained every thing in the World for the belt. 

Seeing that in the Stomach of Man or Beaft theFood 
is deftroyed and putrefied, Nature taking a little from 
it only for nourifhment fake, cafteth out the reft by 
fiege, which yet is not of fo abjeCt a condition, as to 
want its virtues ? for if thefe Excrements be mixed 
with any Earth, moiftened with Rain-water, and ex- 
pofed to the open Air, there will thence fpring forth 
divers Herbs, without the additionofany feed ; but if 
the feed of any Herb be adjoined, then is alfo brought 
forth fruit of the fame fubftance and quality y fo that 
thefe Excrements may degenerate, and be converted 
into whatfoever Fruits we will: From which Foun- 
tainthe multiplication of-Herbs and Metals may per¬ 
haps take its original. Therefore it is neceflary, that 
Putrefaction Ihould go before Multiplication ; which 
our Saviour himfelf told his Difciples, faying. Except 
a grain of Wheat fitallfall into the Earth , and die,it re- 
maineth alone ; hut if it die , it bringethforth much fruit. 
The Axiom of Philolbphers is. Where Nature endeth y 
andleaveth the \Vorl^imperfebt y there Art ought to begin. 
But the manner of proceeding farther they have invol¬ 
ved in filence. Nature from the beginning hath fub- 
limed a Mineral Ens y or firft matter of Metals, as much 


as it could, and brought it to the royal feat, or highelt 
perfection : Art hatli deftroyed the moft perfecf bo¬ 
dy of Gold by corrolives, and being deftroyed, hath 
again difTolvcd it in the body of Man: But ifany know 
the manner of proceeding farther with it, he may eafi- 
ly reduce that EITcnceof thedifiblvcd Gold into a bet¬ 
ter, and multiply it: But 1 would not have this taken 
for an Oracle, feeing thefe are only my Cogitations. 

The Ufe of this Medicine is to be continued.till the 
body is freed from all ill fymptoms -,*nor are any other 
Remedies to be intermixed with it, that its operation 
may not be hindered: But before this Medicine be 
adminiftred, a Dofcor two of my Panacea .ought to 
be given, (of which the Second part of my Pbarntacop. 
treateth) for then its effects arc to be admired. 

This Oil of Gold, or Aunun >Potabile, is of much 
greater force in all thofe Difeafes, in which the fim- 
ple fpirit of fait is conducible, beeaufe the Oil of fait 
hath double the ftrength of the fpirit, and alfo difth- 
feth its virtues much .better, by reafon of the Gold 
which is anatomized in it; the which, beeaufe it is of 
a hot and dry property, agreetii very well with the Oil 
of fait, whofe nature is hot andmoift: and hence it 
effectually refifteth all Corruption which mayarife in 
the humane body. 

Befides, the Virtues which the fpirit of fait, and 
efpecially the Oil of Gold prepared with it, manifeft 
both within and without the body; it is an egregious 
prefervative againft Drunkennefs,which 
is the root of many Difeafes, and the Spirit of Salt; 
gate by which many evils enter : For a a- 

ftrong Wine or ftale Beer being drank, kenn-f DrUn " 
fuffer nothing in the ftomach, beeaufe it 
cannot reftrain their fubtile fpirit, which prcfcntly 
flieth up into the Head, and difordereth and confouiv 
deth all thefenfes. But if in the drinking, a little fpu 
rit of fait be mixed with the Wine,it opencth the Q- 
rifiee of the ftomach, and fuffersnotthe fpirits to fly 
upward, but reftraincth and bindeth them, alfo miti- 
gateth and reprefteth that unnatural Thirft, which 
otherwife the Wine caufeth in exceflive drinkings : 
Nor doth the Wine, which is mixed with fpirit°of 
fait, fo eallly hurt the Liver •, for as the fpirit of wine 
heats and inflames the Liver, fo the fpirit of fait cor¬ 
rects and cools ic. Add that the fpirit of fait permits 
not the liquor to lie lurking in the ftomach, but pre- 
fently cafteth it out by Urine: and the fooner the fu- 
perfluous Wine is caft out of the body, the lefts hurt ic 
can do. But thisis to be underftood of the fpirit of 
fait well rectified, and fubtilly prepared- 

In ftiort, I might fooner want Paper to write, than 
matter to exprefs what good the fpirit of fait coagu¬ 
lated can do, being taken in drink ; I nave faid enough' 
for the prefent; in my E’e^etable Wo>fl will more 
fully difeourfeofthis matter,in which I nowacquiefce. 1 
Whatfoever I have here written of a Medicine againft 
all Sea-faring Difeafes, and of the concentration of 
Corn and Water, againft Hunger and Thirft ; as alfo 
of the moft efficacious ufe ofSpiric of Salt, againft 
Drunkennefs, and of the melioration of iWine, Beer, 
Water, and other Drinks, is built upon the pure foun¬ 
dation of Truth, which Experience it felf will fuffici- 
ently teftifie ; with which I put an End to this Dif- 
courfe. 
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Extrading good TARTAR 


FROM THE 


Eees of Httne> 

And that after a Plentiful Manner. 


To the mojl Reverend VIJINCE JOHN PHILIP, Lord JrcbzLtiJbop of Mo* 
guntina, High Chancellor of the Empire , and Eleflor , Difhop of Herbipolenfis, Duke 
of Franconia, &c. my mojl Honoured Lord . 


I Prefume, you remember (moil Reverend 
and Noble Lord Arch-Bilhop and Elector) 
that about Two Years fince, I crav’d Your 
Lordlhip’s Licence, to Extra# Tartar from 
the Lees of Wine ; which your Highnefs was 
pleafed to grant me. From which Work, feeing 
I have been hitherto hindered by the multipli¬ 
city of other bulinels, and the great Wafte and 
Lofs which is daily fuftain’d in the Electorate 
of Moguntina, and Bilhoprick of Herbipolenfis , 
proceeding from the Ignorance of the Lees, dai¬ 
ly troubles me; I have determined to dedicate 
this gainful Extraction of Tartar from the Lees 
of Wine, to your Electoral Reverence, under 
whole Patronage I may be fafe, and for this 
Reafon efpecially, Becaule none of the Princes 
of Germany enjoy a greater Vintage than your 
Reverend Highnefs ; to whom not only a 
good part of the Tra# of the Rhine , but al- 
molt the whole Jurildifition of Maine, together 
with Franconia, by Divine Providence, belongs; 
being very fruitlul in Wines; where alio much 
Lees are call away, thro’ Ignorance of the way 
of extracting their Tartar , for the Good of 
the Country, from which a good Spirit of Wine 
might firll be drawn by Dellillaticn; the Tar¬ 
tar contained in the thick Lees, and remaining 


in the bottom of the Still, is by all Men call 
away, as unprofitable, a few excepted, who 
with great Labour dry them, and of them 
make clavellated Allies: Which Waite or Lois 
of the Lees, feeing that it makes every year an 
incredible Lois of Tartar, I have thought fit to 
expofe the Knowledge of this Myltery to the 
Eyes of all Men, for the Good of my Country, 
by which lome being inltru£ted,may let about 
the Extraction of Tartar with great Gain, not 
doubting, but many, when they fhall lee this 
Labour to be profitable to others, undertaking 
the fame, will bring great Profit to their im- 
poverilh’d Country. 

Therefore I trull:, this Little Work will be 
acceptable to your Reverend Highnefs. And I 
pray the Giver of all Good Things, to furnilh 
both your Soul and Body with His Gracious 
Benefits, who lludy to be 

Your Highnefs’s moll 
Humble Servant, 

J. tffttd. Glauber. 
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from the LEES of Wl NE , &c. 


F irft of all-, we muft know what Dregs are, or 
what is their Elfence and Nature, how they 
are refolv’d into Parts, and the Good fepa- 
rated from the Unufeful, becanfe without 
the knowledge of the thing we can’t give a right 
judgment of it, but muft erre : Therefore it is necc- 
lfary that we know what we have in our hands, that 
wc may the fafer handle it. For this caufe I fhall 
fliew the Ignorant what are properly Dregs,and which 
way the better part maybe extracted, that hereafter 
fo great a Good may not by ignorant lluggithnefs be 
laid afide, but converted to the profit of all. 

All thick matter, whether it be of Wine, Beer, Vi- 
negar, or the like, when it has flood a little, fends 
the earthy, heavy, and more thick part of it, to the 
bottom, which we call Dregs or Lees, upon which the 
clearer part flows, to be feparated from the impurity, 
as in the making of common drinks may be fecn. 

There was no ufe of thefe Dregs heretofore, except 
the making Brandy with e’m, and the reft to be 
thrown out of doors, in which was much Virtue, 
which Men did not think of : But that all things are 
not unprofitable which the Vulgar pronounce fo, and 
that there may be great Virtue in ordinary Matter, I 
fhall demonftrate by this Excrementof Wine. 

When the Juice out of the Wineprefs is put into 
Hogfheads, that there working,the dregs falling to the 
bottom, the clean Wine may come out, the fuperflu- 
ous Salt of new Wine, while it is fqueez’d out of the 
Grapes, with the fa me labour is leparated, partftick- 
ingtothe fidcsof the Veflel, which we call Tartar ; 
but the greater part of this Salt or Tartar, imply’d in 
the turbid dregs like Sand, finks to the bottom. Bc- 
fides, this is the property of Salts, that by a hot hu¬ 
mour they make a thin water, the humour growing 
cold, not being able to keep all thediflolv’d Salt that 
iscompell’d to feparate, which excluded the Vehicle, 
feeks a new place. If you put into the Solutions Sticks 
or Strings, that Cryftallinc Salt, in a cubical or angu¬ 
lar figure agreeable to its nature, will flick to them ; 
or otherwise it cleaves to the fidesof the Veflel. 

’Tis beyond all Controverfie, that the Grape above 
all Vegetables has much Salt, not fenfible, unlcfs it is 
fermented with a minute heat, which working by 
Nature, endeavours a reparation, while the purer and 
more liquid part retains fo much Salt as the Wine has 
need of, the thicker Salt being exturbated, part of 
which incruftates the fides of the Veflel, part of much 
thicknefs flicks, and fubfiding with them, gets the ap¬ 
pellation of dregs, from which the vulgar are wont to 
deftilaSpiritor BrandyWine : But thefe dregs are 
not a ufelefs matter, as they have been hitherto 
thought, for much Tartar may be extracted out of’em 
with little coft. 

But he that fhall fearch more narrowly into the 
thing, will find a way whereby poor and decaying 
Wine may be made good. 

In fome places, as fuppofe in Franconia, Hlfatia, 
Hnfiria, and the RbeniJI) Trail, raoft fruitful for ltore 
of wine,thefe lees of wine are made nothing of,but are 
given to Swine and other Cattel to drink, by which 


t means the Tartar in it fo purges’em, that they are 
foonfat; they feldom try to draw the fpirit thence. 
Otherwhere, where wine is not macie,efpecially where 
they fetch their wine a great way,they are much eftee= 
med of,not only becaufc wine may be drawn from ’em, 
but alfo put in final] Hempen facks, are prefled in ada¬ 
pted Prelfes, a good mixt wine flowing thence faleable 
to others; yet this being but a fmall wine, many have 
deftinated it for Vinegar, to which it belt agrees ; but 
he that knows how to reftore to ic what it loft in pref- 
fing, may make a palatable ftrongwinc, notinferiour 
towhatitwasatfirfl: But this Secret belongs to ano¬ 
ther place, 1 fliall here only treat of Vinegar and Spi¬ 
rit of Wine. 

In Holland, France , Italy, this preffing of the dregs 
and preparation of Vinegar is of frequent ufe, and 
very profitable to many, who get nothing but what 
they fqueeze out of thedregs they haveof the Vint¬ 
ners, and convert the Wine into Vinegar ; the refidue 
of the dregs they put into Barrels, and fell it to Hat= 
ters, which being boil’d in water, they thicken rough 
Hats with it; for Wool is brought into a little com- 
pafs by hot water, and by how much the hotter that is, 
the Hats are made the thicker by it: For fince it is 
the nature of Tartar to make the water wherein ’tis 
diluted hotter than fire, and fince there is much Tar¬ 
tar in thedregs, by virtue of which, water acquires a 
more intenfe degree of heat, which the ignorant Hat¬ 
ters aferibe to the limofity of dregs, rather to be at¬ 
tributed to the inherent Tartar, hence they put fo 
much dregs in every pot as they know to be needful 
totheconftipation of the wool. 

And this is the ufe to which preft Lees arc put, but 
if they have a greater quantity than theHatters ufe, 
fometimes they are corrupted, part turns to Worms, 
and afterward to a moft ftinking dirt fit for nothing. 
When they fell them to the Hatters, then the Vinegar 
made of the wine preft out of them, which coft them 
little, brings ’em great profit, otherwife they would 
not gain much by their own Art, if they were not cas’d 
by the Hatters taking the refidue- 

But after what manner Vinegar may be made,I fhall 
briefly (hew: Vinegar-makers difpofc many Hogfheads 
upon Stands a fooc high from the ground,under which 
a pot to receive the Vinegar is fet, erefted in a hot 
place, the upper head being taken out, about the mid¬ 
dle of the Hogfhcad they place two pieces of Wood 
acrofs, fuftaining another foraminous bottom, upon 
which they put the Vinous dregs, filling the Veflel 
even to the top, then they cover it with the head or 
fome good fquare Cover, that little Air may enter; 
when in two or three daics, by putting in your hand, 
fufficient heat is perceiv’d, the wine which before was 
preft out of the dregs, is to be pour’d to it, fo that the 
wine may be above the dregs, fo the Hogfhead clofe 
covered is left, till on the oppofite row' another Hog- 
flicad can be filled with the like dregs and grow hot; 
then the Wine being drawn out of the firft hogfhead, 
is poured into this, till thedregs in the firft hogfhead 
begin again to be hot, which are again to be macerated 
in the firft Wine. This mutual affufion and depletion 
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of the Wine is to be repeated till a juft acidity follows, 
which may be done in the fpace of two or three weeks, 
according to the heat of the Air; which will be good 
arxl permanent Vinegar, to be kept for fale in another 
Hogfhead. Prefently the firft dregs being hot, frefh 
wine is to be pour’d to them,doing all things as before, 
till this wine alfo fhall become good Vinegar. If you 
have many Hogfheads, you may make Vinegar all 
Summer only, but if you will alfo work in Winter,the 
place may be made hot by the help ot a Furnace. 

After this manner in France and Holland many Fa* 
miliesare maintam’d and enriched, by the dregs of 
Wine preft and. converted to Vinegar. 

And now I fhall produce my Invention,a good Gift 
of God, as I take it, to good men ; ’Tis certain, that in 
ViniferousCountries,where much dregs are bought for 
a fmall price, they may obtain a profit to themfelves 
not to be defpis’d ; for which (next to God) they are 
beholden to me, who by unwearied toil have found 
this Science, and let ’em fliew their gratitude towards 
Needy Perfons, left they incurr the difpleafure of 
God, and fo turn this Blefling into a Curfe- 

Firft of all, let there be a good Prefs, with a long 
Beam, from which hang weights, let there be put in 
fmall bags at leaft 5 or 6 Firkins of Lees, and them 
foundly preft. 

The wine that comes out by prelhon,you may turn to 
Vinegar, cither by the help of other Lees, or fome 
other method ; pour as much of the thick in the facks 
with a due proportion of water into a Still, let it not 
boil in Hilling, the Head being on, apply the refrige¬ 
ratory, manage the deftillation as otherwife Spirit of 
Wine is wont to be drawn, keep the Spirit proceeding 
thence till there is a good quantity ol it, which you 
ought to reftifte or clarific by feveral dcftillations: 
(tho this Spirit is not abundant in the dry dregs, yet 
there is fufficient to pay for the making of the Vine¬ 
gar and Tartar) when there comes an infipid water, 
take out the fire, open the Pipe or Cock coming from 
the Still, let the water with the dregs run through the 
Channel into a great fack put to the Prefs, when’tis 
clofe ty’d, prefs it, that the moift may be feparated 
from the dry : the Liquor cooling in a peculiar Vef- 
fel, and congealed into Tartar, will ftick to the fides, 
the reft falls down like fand: Take out the dregs re¬ 
maining in the fack, dry them in the heat of the Sun, 
burn them under a Still as wood, and you will have 
very lliarp afhes, commonly called clavellatcd allies, 
ufeful for Dyers, the price of which (at leaft) exceeds 
the predion and preparation of Tartar- When you 
have finilhed one deftillation with the Prefs, fill the 
empty Deftillatory with frelh water and dregs,as be¬ 
fore, and while you draw fpirit thence, prefs the firft 
dregs, and continnally put the deftillation to the fame 
Prefs, which coming out hot, don’t put it to the for¬ 
mer, but give proper Veficls to each deftillation. The 
day after, put the firft water from which the Tartar 
went to the bottom, to the third deftillation, inftead 
of frelh water,that is, by difiolving and deftilling new 
dregs in it, as l have taught: Let the feces of the 
fourth deftillation be pour’d in the fecond water,which 
hath let fall its Tartar, and fo afterwards, by which 
Compendium you will make no wafte of Tartar, but 
what remains in the water, may take encreafe trom 
the new dregs to which itispoui d, and it will give 
its Gain : But if you will, you may animate that acid 
water from which the Tartar is feparated, and with a 
fmall charge, by Grain and Fruits of Trees,give it life 
and foul again, that it may again be made Wine, not 
unlike the firft preft from the Lees, after the fame me> 


thod it is turn’d into Vinegar, ( becaufe ’tis already 
fharp, the life or foul only that preferve from Cor¬ 
ruption being wanting) the way of proceeding will 
bring great Gain to him that undeiftands it. 

If you know not the adminiftration, do as I have 
order’d, and inftead of common water, dillolve the 
hard dregs in this acid, and you will have good Tar¬ 
tar ; but that languid water may alfo be adhibited fo 
other ufes, which 1 fhall fet down in the end of this 
Book : This do, that the foces be not burnt by too 
great a fire, nor the fpirit ftink, and the ftill be fpoil’d, 
which you may prevent if you anoint the bottom with 
Lard before you put in the heavy water, and draw off 
the fpirit. Here I might fhew a Compendium where¬ 
by the dregs, tho’ dry, Ihould not be in danger ofbur- 
ning, but it would be long and tedious to the Reader. 
But if you mind diligently what 1 have written, you 
will get enough. 

When you have gotten a good quantity of Tartar 
from the Lees, not neat to outward appearance, but 
very like dirt or fand,purge it yet more, that cither it 
may be reduc’d to a very fair Cryftal, or till it cleaves 
in great Fragments to the fides of the Velfcl, w hich 
you may efteft by the following Way. Fill a Vejica 
with limpid water, almoft to the top, put a little gra¬ 
nulated Tartar into that water, foundly boiling to 
diflolve, putting a ftick to the bottom; you may fee 
when it is dilfolv’d, add more by degrees, till no more 
will melt in the water, which you may thus find out: 
Fill a Pewter Saucer with this Liquor, if it contracts 
a little skin or cream, it fhews that it has enough Tar¬ 
tar to produce Cryftals, but if not, add more Tartar, 
till you fee this fign in the pot; while it boils,add the 
fenm taken ofFwith a perforated Brafs Ladle, to the 
dry Lees, which by reafon of the Tartar adhering, 
when burnt, conduces to the clavellatcd afhes; when 
the boiling has drawn Tartar enough, let it be let out 
thro’ the Pipe of the Still into a clean Receiver,where 
while the water cools, the Cryftals will incruftatc on 
the fides; apply the reft of the water to the fame ufes, 
you will do better; if you fhall change it into Wine or 
Vinegar, let the Crystalline roughnefs remain in the 
Vcflel, for if you add a new boiling, greater and fai¬ 
rer forts of Cryftals will be made, becaufe by how 
much the thicker this Tartar is,fo much the dearer ’tis 
held ; and thus you may conciliate thicknefs to your 
Cryftals. When it fhall feem enough, pour the reft 
of the Solutions into another Veffcl, in which the firft 
Tartar has concreted, let it dry of it felf, afterwards 
ftrike the fides of it with a great blow, and great Frag- 
ments of Tartar will fall down, which you may fell 
for profit,put the velfcl to the fame labour again. 

This is the exaft defeription of producing good Vi¬ 
negar and Tartar nccefiary for many Arts, from the 
bafeft dregs, and of juftly getting much profit with lit* 
tie pains. 

Now I proceed to make the Wine which fome call 
Aduft, or Spirit of Wine, of the Lees of Wine, with¬ 
out any Cofts. 

After thedefecated Wine is pour’d out, put the fr¬ 
ees into the Still, add as much water as the diflolution 
of the inherent Tartar requires, kindle a fire, ftir it 
at the bottom with a wooden Ladle, that it may not 
burn to ; when you can no longer bear the heat of the 
water with your hand, and the fpiritsbreak forth,take 
out the Ladle, put on the Head, and deftil till you per¬ 
ceive no fpirit, but nicer Phlegm ; the remaining Li¬ 
quor draw out into a fack clofe ty’d, work it in the 
Prefs, and yen will have fpirit of wine by deftillation, 
and alfo Tartar by exprelfion, concretion, cryftalifa- 
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tion, with double ercreafe; as I (hall (hew more 
clearly by and by, that before you begin to work, you 
ma be fore, how much yon hope to gain thereby, left 
you labour in vain, maturely confute that you may di- 
feern by a premis’d computation what is to be done. 

For inftance. If five Firkins of Lees coft half a Dol- 
kr each, five Firkins will y ield two R. Dollers and an 
half; from thefe 1 prefs out two Firkins of Wine, 
two Firkins remain in the facks, one Firkin is fiip- 
pofed to wafte in the transfufion, when yet a Veil'd 
feldom foaks up four quarts: I turn the two Firkins 
of Wine into Vinegar; the two Firkins of thick Lees 
being diluted with Water, l draw Spirit of Wine,and 
prefs out the Tartar; this Wine drawn by the Fire, 
together with the dregs left of the Tartar, being re¬ 
duced by burning into clavellated allies, do equal the 
Charge of making theVinegar&Tartar, but two firkins 
of dregs afford from 40 to ico pounds of Tartar, as 
the Wine is fweeter or more acid, (tho 1 the harfli 
c n'urds more Tartar than the fweet) but if they yield 
but 40 pounds, this Tartar refunds the price of the 
Lees; the fpirituous Liquor and clavellated A(Ties,re- 
compence the Wood, and the two Firkins of preifed 
wine you have over-plus to be turn’d into Vinegar. 

Or if you buy two Firkins of Lees for one R. Dol- 
leigfirft you may draw off the fpirit ; after that, you 
may prefs out about ten pounds of Tartar, both toge¬ 
ther laleabie atone Dolier, as much as the Lees coif; 
all the Liquor of the Spirit will be clear gain, by an 
egregious lliort labour to grow Rich. Suppofe a Fir¬ 
kin to colt a Dolier, and to yield not above 9 pound 
of 1'artar, each of which is worth twoBazeins; tho’ 
fomc Lees are better than others, yet feldom any are 
found fo poor, that do not afford their value in Tar¬ 
tar ; even the Rbenijl), Franconian ,and rlnjhian^onc Fir¬ 
kin yielding one Dolier, oftentimes affords fifty pound 
of Tartar, or more. Befides, we muff; note, if the 
Lees are dear, Tartar and burning fpirit of wine can’t 
be cheap, becaufe the dearr.efs of them depends on 
the fcarcity of wine : But if the Lees arc dear, the 
the Vinegar, Spirit,and Tartar cheap, (which yet 
was never known) lo that the quantity of Tartar 
will not yield the price of the Lees; neither alfo can 
yon have the Vinegar and fpirituous win e gratis ; yet 
you fhall have this profit above others, living on Vine¬ 
gar and burning wines only, that the Tartar and cla¬ 
vellated A flies collected from the refufe of the eliqua- 
ted wine, by others rejc<fted,yon may get an help,that 
you may fell tbe fpirit of wine, that coft you little, for 
more than otherwife.. If therefore lie gains by only 
preffing wine, or deftillation of the fpirit, how much 
rather you that acquire both Vinegar and fpirit of 
wine from thofe dregs for a gratuity ? 

One thing more 1 add for confirmation : If 8 Fir¬ 
kins of Lees, that coft 4 Dollers, make 4 or 6 Firkins 
of vinegar, or one of burning wine or brandy, that 
vinegar or brandy yields 10 or 12 R. Dollers; The 
preil or deftilled dregs, if they give fifty or (ixty 
pound of Tartar, they equallize the firft price of the 
dregs ; but if there be a lcls quantity of Tartar, the 
vinegar or fpirit will Hand you in but little, which be= 
ing made better, or fold cheaper than ordinary, you 
(the feller) will allure buyers before others. 

Some man may fay, the Art indeed lias been un¬ 
heard of, and is gainful, but does not agree with every 
age and condition ; for all don’t underftand Merchan¬ 
dising, but rather Ionic abhor it, feeing the Scriptures 
compleatly teftifie, that the fraud between the buyer 
and Idler lticks as faft ns a Pin between the (tones of a 
wall; to whom 1 anfwcr, that to every Chriftian an 
honeft Occupation is permitted by Divine Providence 
forrhe fomentation of him and his, but he need not 
burden his Neighbour in any cafe. For that it is law¬ 


ful to endeavour a livelihood this 4 - • rr p - 

tefted toby a laudable cm., pie, i:i t\ V 

New T eft ament. 

This is the true way ofprefi’ng win-’fr »r i tiu! 

reducing it *0 Vincgai.^nd-durv/ii g on *i~> &■ ru 

Tartar, and incinerating tr.e 1 efi fe¬ 
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nefs in that water is nothing but 

which does not take a Cfyftalfine form it thw 1 of 

the Veflcl : therefore this acid vvatei pcrfonfcs u liat- 

foever iseffededby Tartar diluted in common w'srcr. 

Since there is no man but knows how to di!fo! ve 
Copper in tartarifed water, without the help of fait, 
as in the dealbation of ordinary Coins nnd Silver Vef. 
fels among the filver-workers may be f;en, who taka 
away the Copper (licking in the fupcrlk ies of money 
or lilver-vcfiels by boiling, the lilvcr appeal ing as if it 
had nothing of copper mix’d with it ; to this woik 
the aforefaid water may be very profitably applied -, 
and feeing that a great quantity of it remains in the 
working.qf the Lees,it cap fcarceiy be better imploy’d 
than by the following method. lftliifuflcr Marcaiitcs 
of Copper, every vyheuc obvious, and which cannot 
otherwife bemelted with profit, as alfo the Scoria or 
drofs of Copper, which is thrown away, be boil’d in 
this water, it will attrad the Copper to it felf ; caft 
in Filings of Iron, and they will be exalted into Cop¬ 
per, and the extraded Copper will be precipitated 
from the water by the addition of the Iron. This 
gradation of Iron into Copper being done, which in 
outward appearance will be like a dirty Mudd, it is to 
be edulcorated wkh clear water, and then throughly 
melted by the foi ce of fire, which will yield a very fair 
Copper, no way coming fiiort of other Copper in gcod- 
nefs. Which Labour is very profitable, becaufe a 
great quantity of tartariz’d water proceeds from this 
Work; but that it may the more calily ad upon the 
Copper,in extrading it from the ftonc or M.ucalitc/i 
little fait is to be added in the bojljng. 

But if the Marcafiteor Copprious-ftone abound with 
too much fulphur, which yet feldom happens in the 
more ignoble Mareafites, they mud In ft be torrefied, 
that the fulphur may be burnt, then to be ground, and 
boil’d with thetartaris’d water, and precipitated with 
Iron ; which way more Copper is acquir’d than was 
in the CoppriousTtone it felt,becaufe while it is preci¬ 
pitated, part of the Iron is exalted to Copper, part 
turns to Vitriol unlike to the natural in hard nefs; for 
a green folutiou remains, whereby Cloth and Yarn 
are made as black as with common Vitriol; alfo it af¬ 
fords the heft Black for Shoemakers to colour their 
Leather, and is naturally adapted with Oak to conci¬ 
liate a black colour to Wood. 

If this vitriolated Water be boil’d in an Iron Pot 
till it be dry, and the refklue melted in a ftrong fire, 
you will obtain a moft tenacious or tough Iron of won* 
derfol virtue, if not to be preferr’d to good Copper, 
at leaft to be compar’d with it. And fo the common 
Copprice-ltone of Iron is better than the filings or 
fcalesof Iron, if with the Leesofvinc it be reduc’d by 
the fpirit of the world into final! Balls,when you melt 
them, a very dmftile and pure Iron will come our, fit 
for more ufes than common Iron ; which labours if any 
will enter upon,they will reap fruits not to be defpL’d. 

It would not be befide the matter to annex the man¬ 
ner how you might life both your Tartat and Allies at 
home, neither that you might be forc’d to fell them a- 
broad, but it would be too long, and rather hurtful 
than profitable to the prefent bufinefs. This 1 think to 
treat of farther another time, by the Grace ofGod. 

Ffff the; 
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Wherein is Treated of 


The Concentration of Wine, Corn, and Wood, and the more 
profitable ufe of them, than hath hitherto been. 


T o 

All thole Patrons that Love GOD, and favour their Country, 

HEALTH. 


Ye pirn, Prudent , and your Country-loving Patrons. 

f M '^HE Molt Excellent Glorious God, and 
H our molt Merciful and Bountiful Father, 
n hath (out of his great Love unto, and 
JeL patherly Care of us, from Eternity) fet 
Nature before our Eyes, that he might figr.ifje to us 
his Will; which faid Nature, is no other thing but 
the proper, eternal, and only Will of God- To 
this Nature, God hath (as to his obedient and faith¬ 
ful lnllrument) abfolutely delivered, and committed 
his Will and Command to be by her faithfully and dili¬ 
gently performed ; lhe accomplilheth the Task impo- 
fedon her, without intermiflion, nor refteth lhe one 
moment of time from doing the Divine Will with 
her utmolt lludy and endeavour. 

Therefore, defervedly ought we to learn to know, 
worlhip, and love the Creator above all things Cjfc 
whatfoever, feeing the Creator is known by the Crea -1 

tures. , . ., 

If his Creatures be great, and unperceivablc to our 
light, and fo wonderful ; certainly it of necelfty fol¬ 
lows, that the Creator is far greater, and far beyond 
all Human Undemanding; and this, everyone may 
ealily unacrlland: ’Tis therefore clearly and evi¬ 
dently manifclt, that God Created all things for the 
fcrviccof man, that he might thereby acknowledge 
the Divine Bounty, and Honour, and fear the Crea¬ 
tor, andbellovver of all good things, and yield him 
due Thanks for his Gifts. 

But feeing that it may fo be, that the moll juft God 
will fometime or other, at bit (being provoked by 


the perfidious malice of men, avenge himfelf on the 
moll Impious living of this perverfe World, by bring¬ 
ing fcarcity of Food, (War, and the Plague ) ; and 
feeing that it may fo be, as that the fmall Company 
of the Pious, lying hid amongft the Impious Crew of 
the wicked, may partake of the fame punilhmcnt: 
Therefore I thought it very expedient, with a cheer¬ 
ful mind to publilh (to the Honour of God, and my 
Country, and for the comfort and folacing of its Pi¬ 
ous Inhabitants) the Talent that God hath vouchfa- 
fed unto me, by the help of which, very many fuch 
Calamities as may come, viz.. Famine, War, and 
the Plague, may be prevented. 

But the way 1 have pitched on to ferve my Country 
in, doth chiefly confilt in tliemanifeftatlon and Reve¬ 
lation of thofc moft great Trcafurcs that lie hidden 
in Germany , being fucli as by the rcgardlelncfs of Men 
have been hitherto unknown, unfought, and not got: 

I ten forth. I have therefore endeavoured, faithfully 
to manifefl in this prefent Trcatife, by what means 
thofc Treafures are to be fought for, and rightly or¬ 
dered for the profit of my Country •, and withal, to 
open the Treafures of the Noble State of Germany } 
wherewith it is moll abundantly enriched, beyond all 
the other Countries of E trope, and hath hitherto cm 
joyed, and tiled (but not fo well as it flionld have 
done ) viz.. Wine, Corn, Wood, Minerals, and 
Metals- For Ungrateful Men liavcextrcamly walled 
unprohtably, the moll wealthy, and rich Benediftion 
of God, who hath bellowed Wineand Corn on them, 
in abundance, and the Relicks (which they fpen: not) 
have they fuffered to corrupt and perilh with lying. 

Nor 
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Nor is there any body that doth in the Ieaft entertain 
any thoughts, by what means fuel) an abundance of fo 
great Gifts, might be kept and preferved for future 
years, which may be accompany’d with extream fear- 
city and Dearth. Every one fliifts for himfelf and his, 
with that plenty of Goods he enjoys and leaves ano¬ 
ther to take care for himfelf, and to fee for time to 
„come, that he provide himfelf for things ncceflary 
* whereon to live- And it is come to fuch a pnfs,that the 
overplus which remains of the abundance of the Blef- 
fing of God, is meerly cad away through a carelefs 
difregard, andfo nothing is preferved for after times. 
And yet our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf when he fed 
many thoufands of Men with Bread, commanded his 
Difeiples carefully to preferve the remaining Crumbs, 
that nothing might be loft} the which without all 
doubt he did for no other end, but that we might have 
the Gifts of God in high efteem- But where fhall we 
find fuch as will imitate, and do the fame-, certainly 
no where, which is inexcufable with God and good 
Men- Certainly fuch a largefs of Divine Gifts, is 
not beftovved on us, that they (hould miferably perifli, 
or be call away but we Ihould rather labour and take 
care of diligent laying up and preferving (likefoma= 
ny Laborious Ants ) all that overabundantnefs which 
we cannot makcufc of. Let it be but confidered, 1 
pray, in what great heaps Corn lies heaped hoarded 
up, and is f[ oiled. And is it not the fame with Winei 
which being gathered in fuch over-great quantities, is 
become vile and abjcCt, or caft away ? 

What, cannot there be ftore laid up out of this 
very plenty (which now isgrutehed at, as ’twere) as 
fo many great Treafures for future Calamitous 
Years ? 

Well however, though as yet this hath been left urn 
done, yet 1 am confident, that fomc good Houfhold- 
ers will be found, that will not defpife this InftruCtion 
and Admonition of mine, but will condenfe the fo 
much fuperfiuity of Wine, and Corn, and preferve it 
again ft future Years fcarcity. Nor do 1 at all doubt, 
but that others, after they have by this Book well 
learned the manner, will turn the fiiperfluous, and 
call away Wood (which lies and rots, and is reduced 
to nothing) into SalEpetre in great quantities ; that 
by its help the Enemies may be refilled, and the Inha¬ 
bitants defended. But in the three following Parts, 
which treat of the Concentration of Metals, and Mi¬ 
nerals, wherein all kinds of Medicaments refilling na¬ 
tural Difeafes, (hall be taught, I know that everyone 
will find refrefhment, and help, againft the future 
Plague, and Contagious Difeafes. So then, when vve 
have Food and Drink necclfary for a Livelyhood,and 
Salt-Nitre todefend us againft cur Enemies, and Me¬ 
dicines ferving for the prefervation of us in Health, 
there remains nothing clfe we can defire, fave a little 
Gold and Silver, by which we may exereife Trade, or 
Merchandife, and furnilli our felves with Ontlandifh 
Wares. The which, that we alfo may get out of 


thole Mountains, wc every where meet withal, and 
out of tliofe abjeJ, and given-over Mine-pits, 

I queftion not, but ( God permitting) to effect it, 
and clearly to fiicvv it in the three following Books 
of the Concentration of Minerals and Metals. Upon 
this account I would no longer keep by ine this fmall 
Book of the Concentration of things, but publifii ic 
co the Honour of God and my Country, (it being a 
Talent vouchfafed me by God-) 

I do therefore Dedicate it to all Pious, FaithfuLand 
Good Houfholders, hoping that my f-eere Admoni¬ 
tion, and Inftruftion, will find fome place, and not 
be rejected- 

The three Parts l promifed, fhall fhortly follow : 
Furthermore, I offer my mod faithful help to every 
one in the opening and revealing the faid Concentra¬ 
tion of .Wine, Corn, Wood,Minerals, and Metals } 
for all things being in a readmefs, I can eafily fiieiv 
the manner of Concentration. And fteing I am ig¬ 
norant, how long a time the moft Merciful God will 
vouchfafe unto me, the ufe of life and light; I would 
not willingly bury with me a Science fo eminent, fo 
Noble, and fo profitable to my Country. But if now 
it Ihould fo fall out,that few or none fhould at all niind 
it, yet have I done my part, and fatisfied my Confct- 
ence •• Though indeed Ido notin the Ieaft doubt, but 
that there will be fome good and faithful Houfholders, 
by whom thefe Profitable Inventions of mine, willbe 
regarded, and be made life of for God’s Honour, 
and for the Confervation of the Country, and its In¬ 
habitants. 

This I certainly know, that if this Counfel, or 
Direction of mine, concerning the Concentration of 
Wiht, Corn, Wood, and Minerals (which proceeds 
from the fimplicity and linccrity of my mind) fhall 
find any place of entertainment, that our moft praife - 
worthy Country of Germ.v.y , will in a few Years 
fpace become moft exceeding happy, and be fo enrich¬ 
ed, that both high and low will be much joyed, and 
praife God, and give him thanks. 

Bat I eafily conjecture with what various and diffe¬ 
rent Judgments this OtT-fpring of my Brain, will be 
expounded. One will haply give credit to the things 
I have faid-, but another will condemn and difdain 
them, as mere Impoffibilities, and Dreams. But how¬ 
ever, the truth will at length break forth, and the 
work it fclf will pilrchafe to its Mafter due Praife, and 
herein I content my felf. The moft Bleffed, moft: 
Merciful God, and our Father, that great Houfholder, 
bellow on us his Divine Benediction, that fo we may 
inftitute in moft places of thisour moft dear Country 
this Concentration of Wine, Corn, Wood, and Mi¬ 
nerals-, and may by the help thereof obtain fuch 
Treafures, as may ferve for the fuftaining of our life, 
intime to come, atd for the refiftingof our enemies, 
and for the Glory of God, and the help and fucccur 
of very many needy ones in Diftrefs. 
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The P R E F A C 


I F the Proverbs of the Ancients arc to be embraced as 
ixbclfom Doctrines, then certainly this (being none 
of the Icaft) is not to be rejected \ and is thus, That 
he that will not hear, 5 tis fit he fhould afterwards 
feel The meaning of it is this If fo be anyone be re - 
oardlcfs of a warring, and focome to damage, everyone 
is wont thus to fay of hint, He is but juftly rewarded, why 
did he not yield to a faithful warning I who will help him 

now ? c 

But however, 1 have endeavoured (for the Honour of 
God, of the Magi fir ate, and of my Country, and the be* 
nefit of my Neighbour) to fite:v, by good Admonition, 
and by a profitable Teftimony, by what means 3 that great 
plenty we have in thefe as yet profperous times, wherein wc 
have abundance of Corn, Wane, and other things in great 
plenty throughout all Germany, may not unprofitably be 
Iafi •, but be preferved for fupport in thefe years of /car- 
city that arc next to come, according as Jofeph that moft 
excellent Steward mentioned in Holy Writ is faid to have 

done. . . r 

And now that there may be as much prevention as is poj- 
ftll that the Wine, arid Corn per if) not with lyings but 
be preferred again ft a future fcarcity, / have publtjhed 
this little Book, for every ones view, concerning the Con¬ 
centration vf Vegetables, Animals, Minerals , and Me. 
tals, in which, the profpertty and felicity of all Germany, 
and indeed the Vmvtrfal Treafnrc and [Vealthtnefs of the 
whole World , is feat id- ' 

And bee anfe finch an abundant plenty of all thefe things 
begets a naif eating and loathing, as it were, of thofe Mi- 
ntrals , Metals, \Vinc, and Corn , wherewith Germany 
exceeds all the other Countries of Europe; I judged it 
well worth while to con fringe, or concentrate this plenty 
into a little rorm, and preferve it from the lofs and deftru- 
Fiion of the fame, arifing from Negligence and Contempt. 
For when Juch vile, or cheap things are driven into a fmall 
compafs, the bafer and unprofitable part goes off , and the 
nobler and better part is driven together , and preserved, 
and doth not fo eafily become corrupt as afore, when both 
(jood and bad arc commixed together . 
u And this is to be underftooa of the Minerals, and Me * 
tals, and of Wine, Corn y and Wood. For where the Wa¬ 
ter is feparated from the Wine and Beer, and the more 
Noble Parts arc concentred, as it were into a Centre , yon 
may even preferve them as long as you lift. And when you 
need either Wine, or Beer, the concentrated parts maybe 
relaxed by the afpofttion of Water, and be enlarged, info- 
much, that one Htffel will hold fix Vejfels of Wine •, and 
this, takjng up but one place, and yet contains fix times 
the quantity, there will not need fo much cofts, nor will fo 
much Wine be fpotled by vapouring away, as would be by 
fix Wine Vejfels, which must always be kept full. Befides, 
this farther benefit arijeth hencefrom, viz. That out of 
futh concentred Juices (tf they be at hand ) there may 
be made every Autumn new Wines fooner than ordinary, 
4, 5, or 8 wiehj time or more, and be fold at a bigger rate, 
than in the very Autumn Seafon, when the Grapes are 
ripe, and every Budy farmfihed with Wine. 

'nB. Fo> finch a worfitbtre is riquiftie a certain pecu¬ 
liar Infir ament, and art ificial knacky, by the help of which 
the Ain ft may be holpen to a fpeedy j tr mental ton ; t, ere 
are aljo ether Conveniences :i bich arfie from thefe thus 


concentred Mufts, which fur Brevities fake we here omit . 
So hkewife Beer being after the fame manner concentred, 
doth bring a many more 'Utilities than ordinary Beer. For 
that Corn which eight Barrels were fcarce fufficicnt to 
contain afore, need no more but one here, the which being 
put in the Beer Vejfcl, will not turn into Vermin ; nor will 
it flic out of the Barn, but may be uftd after io or 20 
years. Such Artificial Fall it ions sites, feeing they are 
(in their condmfation) hoped a longer while, are far bet¬ 
ter than the common j'orts which arc made of dried Corn, 
or Malt. Whofoever therefore Jhall in a great plenty of 
Crain, buy up Com, and condenfe it by fuch Artificial 
Concentrations, and fo lay it by, till a fcarcity co?nes, 
will gain abundantly, and will not only get to himfelf an 
honeft, and to others no ways injurious profit ; but will 
withal (being thus ftudious of Charity and Aiercy) de- 
ferve exceeding well of his Neighbour, if he helps him in 
his great nccejjity,and be will readily pay him for his Com 
whereby he may get Money to Juft am bis Family and be a 
profitable gainer - 

So then y no body is injured by this con den fat ion,and con¬ 
centration of Ale, or Wine, but both the Buyer and Sel¬ 
ler are Gainers, and this fhould of right, be in every 
Alan 9 s heart, what condition foever he be of. It would 
be well done of Noble Men, Princes, Kings, Emperors y 
and other Aiagiftrates and Common Wealths, if they 
would provide in their Storc-houfcs for Warfare, fuch 
kind of condenfcd Liquors, and Juices, that fo the poor 
may in a time of fcarcity be made partakers of that plenty, 
arfid they will have no lofs thereby, but rather benefit. 

But the Con den fat ion of Wood, and turning it into Salt* 
petre or Nitre, is far more profitable than that of Wine or 
Ak •, for wood may be had even as it were gratis, and be 
with a very fmall Coft tranfmuted into Nitre the which 
may be kept without hurt in the Storchoufes for a long time, 
fee in(r it is not wont to corrupt or perifh, and be there con- 
ferveduntil it be made up into Gun-powder with Coals and 
Sulphur, both which are alfo not Jubjett to corruption j fb 
that it is not foyrry neccffary (nay, rather it is hurtful) 
to have fuch vaft quant ities of Gun-powder in their Caftles 
and fenced places. There are examples enough of Towers 
in which Gun.powder hath been fiirrcd up, which either 
through negligence, or clfe by lightning, being fired, have 
in lefts than a moments time d'ye turn'd whole Cities , and 
flaw abundance of men. Now this mighty inconveniemy 
may cafily be prevented by this only Remedy, viz. If the 
Powder be not made up,but the matter thereof (viz. Nitre, 
Sulphur , and Coals) be only in readinefs, wherewith 
thefilid Powder may be made, as necejfity requires : Be¬ 
fides, herein alfo doth the concentration of Wood exceed (as 
to profit) the con den (at ion of Wine and Ale, not only be- 
caufe there lie vaft heaps of Minerals in Germany ? (ip/?A/> 
not containing a fixe and corporeal Gold , are therefore difi 
efteemed) that admit of a ft par at ion of their better pxrt, 
and fixation of it by Nitre \ but withal, the meaner Me¬ 
tals (their fuperfluous Sidphur being burnt up) may be tranf s 
muted into bctttr ; and the per fell Metals, viz. Gold ana 
Silver, may ( by the help thereof ) be destroyed, and be en¬ 
forced or concentred into a letter part -, the which thing 
the following Second, Third, and Fourth Parrs treat of. 

So then, this I ranfmutat ion of l Food into Salt-petre or 
Tartar,of both which net only great quantities may be fold, 
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Tbe Preface . 


but maybe alfo applied to fun dry ufcs, will bring to our 
noble Cowry of Germany {in which there is an incredi¬ 
ble quantity of Wood to be had almoft every where gratis) 
a moft notable encreafe of Power and Strength, not only 
again ft its future,but its prefent Enemies . 

Whofoever therefore full have abundance of Wood, fthall 
likeivife be enriched with ft ore of Wealthy provided he will 
but fet his hand to the wor\, and not fear that ever Salt¬ 
petre will befnch a Drug, as to be of no value, and not 
vendible : Andyet if it jhould fo be, yet in the Explica s 
tion o///;jMiraculum Mundi, already publijhed, 1 have 
manifeftedfo math , and will, in the three following parts 
of this Book, manifeft fitch things as concern the ufe of 
this Salt, that there will never want fitch, as penetrating 
into the knowledge of thefe Secrets, will not full well know 
its Vfe. 

He that hath Eyes, let him look about,and ufe them, for 
the time comes,yea, and by little and little approacheth, in 
which Knowledge will be a profitable thing and it will be 
well for thofe who are feafoned with the knowledge of things 
profitable . Ttrily, Knowledge is better than ftore of Goods, 
for ho body can carry them with him , nor {m forne cafes ) 
help either himfelf or his Friends with them . Happy is he 
that can fay with tbe Philofopher, All that is mine do I 
carry with me : How injuriously do they fpcakpf the mo ft 
bountiful Lord God, who accuje Him for that He hath 
ferborn the beftowing of Wine, plenty of Corn-, Pome-Ci¬ 
trons, and Gold on Jome Countries, and yet fully as great 
Treafures arc to be found there , if the E)cs of the Inhabi¬ 
tants were not darkened I If there were nothing elfe, yet 
certainly there is Wood to be found, which without any la¬ 
bour, cofts, or trouble of Rich or Poor, doth grow night and 
day, and offers it felf unto us, and as it were, faith unto us 
in thefe words, What ! am 1 of no ufe ? Do not I come 
forth to thy view,that thou maiftby contemplating on 
meacknowledgthe Divine Bounty,and make ufe of me [ 
with rhankfulnefs ? There is not therefore any reafon why 
one Country ftjiuld exalt it felf before another , bccaufe it is 
better or contrarily complain, that the Divine Benedi¬ 
ction lefs regarded it than ether Countries ; no, each Coun-. 
try hath enough, if it would but be content with what it 
poffcffeth. As for thofe Countries which are even deftitute 

of Wood, they do neverthelefs abundantly enjoy the Divine 
Benediction ; witnefs Ifland, and other cold Northern 
Countries-, which have their Ccrrn, and other Neceffaries 
for Life, brought them out of other Countries. But now 
on the other hand, thefe Countries afford Cod or Stocksfijh 
dried *, and fo, though they want Trees, Fruit, Corn, and 
Wine,y et they do not want, and are equally as well r.oitri- 
Jhed by the Divine Bounty as the reft be . Though they 

want Wood, yet have they Pit-Coals \ for the Earth there 
is very fitlphitreius.and at the Mnr tain Hekla it burns 
perpetually, and cafts out fire, fin oak, and ajbes, and yields 
to the Inhabitants a great quant tty of Brim ft one,which they 
dig out a r nd fell to our Country Mariners and Traffiquers, 
thcrebx fufiaining themfelves . 

Someone or other may cbjeSl to me and fay. Seeing that 
Salt-pctre is to be accomptedof as an Univerfal Subjeft, 
and to be found in all things, it nntft nccejfanly be, that 
feeing Ifland has no lFood at all, the Salt-petre is to be 
found in the dry Stock:fifi>,fcr othcrwije this Salt catPt be 
faidtobe Univerfal, as being not to be found in fitch or 
fuch a Country. 

Well then, to clear this doubt, I do affirm, (as I /aid be - 
forej that Nitre is in Fifties alfo, though not in fitch plenty 
as in other fitbjetts, v\t. hi Wine , Wood, and Corn : But 
it is found far mere plentifully and potently in Stcnes, with 
which thofe Countries are well ftored ; and any one may 
eaftlyoucfi what Riches thty would produce, were they but 
verfed in the knowledge how to extraft it 5 for in Stcnes 
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| which by burning arc tun ed into Lime, (tbe winch may be 
done without Wood 7 even by dried Turf or l *1- coal, and 
that eaftlyj Nitre is as abundantly hidden, as in lFood, 
and mother K ege talks : Nor is thereon fit elfercqitifite, 
Jave the knowledge of the way of its ext rati ion. 

If thciefore that harjh and wild kind of Country,where¬ 
in nothing grows, be put in the Philofopbical balance, with 
the ?noft rich Country, it would (fang it contains hidden 
m its Earth and Stones fitch gnat Treafures) cafily cx- 
ceed it, and obtain the chief eft place. There ts therefore no 
reafon why any one ftmtld complain before God : A finall 
man doth n ft ally exceed, as to fwiftne/s and agility , one 
that is big and tall: A weak man may oppofe the acnter.efsof 
his w:t again ft the ftrength of tbe lufty : A poor man en¬ 
joys Qnjitude, and patiently undergoes his more hard for¬ 
tunes but contranwife, tbe rich ts invirened with cares . 
And this may be alfo underft ood of other living Creatures, 
Thefe things being well confidired, every one may under - 
ft and and perceive, that God hath fati sfie d every one , and 
that there ts no Creature that can juftly complain . 

It is reported of the Peruvian part of America, 7 'W it 
ts enriched with the moft abounding Silvery Mountain po- 
toil, fcated in a part of that Region, and is about fome 50 
German miles in ccmpafs,,and that it doth by its exceeding- 
cold Air hinder the growing of any Vegetables, andyet not.\ 
witbftanding, there is fuch a notable power and excellency 
obtained by the Riches of that place, that tbe City there 
founded doth abound with the beft Wine, Corn, Sivrar,and 
other fuch-hke necejfary things, and is fcarce infer tour in 
bignefs and fair Buildings to any City of Germany, and 
from this very Mountain only rtcetveth it this felicity. It 
ts hence evident, that all fuch things are not unprofitable 
which ( by reafon of the meamiefi of the outward fhape ) 
are not fo well known to every body ; for fometunes a Coun¬ 
tryman throws a Stone at a Cow, which is far more worth 
than the price of the Cow is, andyet it is contemned be- 
caitfe unknown. 

The external and fuperftcial Figure therefore of a thing 
is not alwaies to be regarded, but us inward parts are to be 
/ear cl? d into and vie wed and that wc may attain hereun¬ 
to, Alch'ymy points out to us the way, (file being thelnftru * 
ment of the true praife-wortby Philofophy ) and opens the 
Gate, whereby we may fearch into the rnmoft bowels of 
every thing . 

He who well knows the fire, and the ufe thereof, will not 
be diftreffied with want. And he that has no knowledge of 
the fame, neither will he throughly fearch into Natures 
Treafures : From thefe things it is evident what Treafures 
^Germans do unknowingly pcffefs, and yet convert 
them not to our ufe And were not foreign parts as ignc~ 
ram too of thefe things as we our felves are, they would 
readily have upbraided us Germans, that wc fpend ?nore 
time in eating and drinking , than on good Arts and 
Sciences. 

Now as concerning my writings about the concentration 
e/Wine, Corn, and Wood, and the condtnfation of'em > 

I Jhall never be better able to prove and confirm the Truth 
of the fame, than by producing it to manifeft light, that fo 
the Eyesfeeing it, all admiration may ccafe , and all incre¬ 
dulity vanifh. There is credit therefore to be given to all 
the things mentioned in this Book, as to an experienced 
Truth , and which are not made publicly for any ether ends, 
faveonly that thofe natural Sciences may tendto the utili¬ 
ty and benefit of my Neighbour . Whoever therefore jhall 
believe them, will purchafe Honour and Profit * and con - 
trariwife , he that will not believe , will aet only dif- 
grace and detriment. 

I will therefore predill or foretell,that this one only Arti- 
ftce of making Salt petre in fuch great plenty, and the way 
*of ufiag it to metalline works, will bring incredible Trea- 
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Part I. 


feres to our Country of Germany, if nic be not too negli¬ 
gent , or let it fltp by a ftuggift fiothful drowfinefs. 1 do ve¬ 
rily believe , that if God doth yet vonchfafe me one years 
life, that this ftid Artifice c/Salt>petre will be profitable 
to very many \ but if fo be that it jhall not pleafe the Di¬ 
vine Majefly to prolong my life fofhort a time,it may how¬ 
ever be accounted of, that God hath indeed jberved ns Ger¬ 
mans, as heretofore he did to Mofes, the Land of Pro- 
mi ft* bur hath, by reafonof our fins and incredulity, ftmt 
up the paffage again ft ns . 

But that I may abfolutcly frve my N.ighbour, and that 

he way have no canfeio complain, as if I had ferved him 

but by halves, in that I have not deferibed the Prefs for 
Wood, together with the appertaining Inftntmtnts , l do 
now therefore certifie every one, that all the things neceffa- 
yy and rcqnifite for the concentrating of Wine, Corn, 
and Wood, arc to be feen in my cufiody in perfection. 

If now any one be dcfirotts of receiving benefit from his 
Wine, Corn , or Wood, and that he find it highly to concern 
him to get this knowledge he will well know, by the infpdh- 
on of the Work prejevted afore him, wherein lay the dcfefl 
as to the getting this things and what means the faid de¬ 
feat is t<?be holpen by ; but the Inftntmtnts that I have 
mentioned , ft all be no longer to be feen, than from the Ca¬ 
lends of March to the Calends of September ,this prefent 
year 165 6. viz. fix months time ; for 1 have purpofed to 
myfelf, not to render my life burdtnfome alwaies unto my 


felf fly carrying fitch troublefome burthens about to andfro , 
but at laft to get a quiet feat and abode. So then it wili 9 
by this here fpoken, be evidently manifeft to every one,what 
he is to do as touching this matter . 

The three other Parts concerning the concentration of 
Aiincrals and Metals, full (if God permit ) fiiortly alfo 
follow. 

But becatife Nitre is the alone Inftrument of that irork , 
and that no body can get any eminent profit, unlefs he can 
have Nitre at a very cheap rate, it is whclly neceffiarv 
that fomc labour be beftoived about the procuring it, which 
if you can get good ftore of cheap, then will the hoped-for 
profit be perceived, both out of Minerals and Metals: If 
not , vain will it be for you to make your Jearch into that 
Mineral kingdom. 

Well , I do affirm. That by the benefit of Nitre , things 
wonderful may be effeFledin Metallic^.Labours-, yea , ten 
times more than what I have deferibed in my fm ill Trea- 
tife, called Miraculum Mundi, or dare to deferibefor the 
future \ for all things rcqnifite to trite Alchymy, may be 
perfectly accompliftcd in it, by it, and with it. 

Herewith 1 conclude this Preface . Whatfoever is here 
wanting in this Treatife,for brevities f ike,the demonftra * 
tion vifibly txpofed to view, will afterwards compleatly re- 
compence,infomuch that any one will eaftly wind himfelf 
out of all doubts. And here we reft for this time 4 
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I N the Name of the moft Holy Trinity do I begin 
to deferibe the molt great Wonders of God,that I 
may manifeft to everyone (withoutconcealing 
ought)His Grace and Mercy,which Heembraceth 
Mankind withal; and 1 pray God,the Father of us all, 
the merciful Creator of Heaven and Earth, to guide 
and diredt this Work,that it may ferve to His Divine 
Honour, and tend to all our welfares. Amen. 

Wc will enter into Franconia , and fee what a weal¬ 
thy and large Benediftion of God is to be found there¬ 
in : And I will firft begin with Wine, none of the 
leaft of the moft noble Creatures of God, and will de- 
monftrate how ungrateful we (hew our felves to the 
beftower of all good things, and how bafely we abufe 
His Goodnefs- 

Every one knows what a noble Creature wine is, 
how {trained from the Grape and made,and therefore 
this thing needs no further delcription, forafmuch as 
others have hcrtoforefufficiently enough done this task 
and daily Experience is an abundant teftifier of the ufe 
of the fame. It is behoveful here, that we only figni- 
fie how it ought tobe.handled better than it has hi¬ 
therto bccn,and may fo likewife bring a greater profit 
and utility to the tillers thereof than hitherto. Every 
one knows, that wine is the nobleft amongft all drinks, 
and moft conducive to health, and may and ought to 
be called the Pureftdrink : It chcrifheth old men, and 
heats the cold, but fuch as are of a tender age, (hould 


defervedly fhun wine,becaufe being drunk too foon, it 
eafily inflames the Liver, and dries it up, and ltirsup 
various Difeafes, and at laft caufeth Death it felf. So 
then, there is nothing fo good, but may alfo do hurt, 
nor is any thing fo cvil.but doth fomctmies bring Tome 
benefit, according as the difference of the ufe is which 
it is applied unto ; as is here evident in Wine; the 
which being drunk moderately,andatduefeafons,doth 
not only excellently well digeft and conco&the Meat 
in the Stomach, but likewife evidently ftrengthens the 
Heart, Brain,and Vital Spirits,and generates pure and 
found Blood and Flefh. Contrariwife, being immo¬ 
derately taken, it overflows as ’ewere the Stomach, 
Lungs, and Liver, fills thofe Veffels with many evil 
humours, and obftrufts them, fo that they cannot well 
perform that office whereto they are deftinated by 
GOD and Nature-, but arc overwhelmed with whole 
Troops of Difeafes; for the Heart and Brain is fet 
upon by their fpiritunl efficacy and hot nature and 
property,and is weakened, and the vital lpiritis over¬ 
come and fuffocated,as we fee in the fire, the which 
when greater doth alwaies fupprefs and overcome the 
lefTer- 

Hence it comes to pafs, that men that load them- 
felves with daily drinkings, do little differ from 
new-born Calves and Geefe, and are wont to be 
neither profitable to God, nor to Men, nor to them: 
felves. 
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In the Name of God , therefore we will proceed on in 
the matter we have propofed, and fee by what means 
more profit may be reaped from Wine than hath hi¬ 
therto been. 

In the firft place, he that aims at the bettering of 
any thing, mull know what the thing is which he flu- 
dies the amending of,and of what parts it confifleth. 

Therefore, as concerning Wine, it confifleth as 
Well as the other Vegetables of three principles, viz.. 
of Salt, Snlphitr f and Alercary (that I may ufe the Phi- 
lofophers terms). The Mercury is its infipid moifture, 
and the Sulphur is that burning Spirit which is extra- 
died or drawn out thereof. You (hall thus know the 
thing, by this following Experiment- Put a Cucurbit 
full of Wine in a B- and with a gentle heat draw off 
what will come, but yet fo, that the parts which in the 
deflillation alter or change themfelves, be each of 
them received apart in its peculiar Receiver. For 
example; If there were 12 parts of wine, or 12 raea- 
fures, there afeends firftonly one part of fpirit, which 
is the foul and life of the wine*, after it,comc ten parts 
or meafures of infipid water-, the remainder in the 
bottom of the Glafs is a thick and auflere or harfh 
matter, which being the Tartar or Salt of the wine, is 
alfo almofl one part or mcafure of the wine. Of 
thefe three parts all wine is compounded, but yet par¬ 
takes of one or the other of the Principles, more or 
lefs, according to its being more or lefs mature, or its 
growing in fuch or fuch a place. As for example-. 

The Auflere Wine hath alwaies more Tartar and 
lefs Spirit than the Ripe Wines ; and contrarily, the 
ripe wine doth abound with more Spirit than Tartar, 
as the Sparijh and other extraneous wines witnefs, 
which do alwaies abide fvveet, and plainly have no 
Tartar in them ; thereafon is this, Becaufe in thofe 
warm Countries they are brought by the Sun to mcer 
fweetnefs, and fo are ripe 3 fo that the auflere Tartar 
or Salt is throughly changed, and concodted into a 
fvveet Sugar. Hence it comes, that the faid wines do 
not in the afore-propofed Examen leave any auflere- 
nefs,as our wines in Germany do,but rather yield twice 
as much fpirit,and fcarce the half part of infipid wa¬ 
ter : Whenasauflere Wine yields about a twentieth 
part of fpirit, the ripe German wine yields almofl a 
twelfth part, and the Spanifh a fixth part of fpirit,four 
parts of water, and one part of fteces without Tartar. 
So that from good German wine there comes (as 1 faid 
afore) one part of fpirit, ten of water, and one part of 
auflere or fowrifh matter- 

He that knows thefe things, will eafily contrive and 
prepare for himfelf by the help thereof, at all times, 
be it hot or cold, good and conflant, or durable wine. 
Neither is there any room left a man here of complai¬ 
nings if God fhewed greater bounty to men one year 
than another. The fault of this defeCl is not to be im¬ 
puted to God, but to our own felves, who know no¬ 
thing, nor are willing to know, nor fludy how to help 
Nature ; for Art can bring an affiflance and help to 
Nature when fhe is impeded in her work, and is una¬ 
ble to bring her Fruits unto a maturity, provided the 
Artifl removes away that which the wine naturally a- 
bounds withal,and addeth thereunto what it is defti- 
tute of. 

For example, Letusexamin a thin wine,which be¬ 
ing not fufficiently concoCled and ripened by the Sun,is 
endowed with too much fharpifhnefs and water, and 
contrarily has buc little of fpirit; if now to fuch a 
wine, when it begins to boil or ferment, fome fpirit 
fhall be added, fo that it may work together with it, 
it will be even as well ripened in the wine-vefFcl,by the 


benefit of this fiery fpirit, as if it had been ripened by 
the Sun, as it hung upon the Vine-, infomuch, that by 
this means there mought be made excellent wines eve¬ 
ry year, ifany had buc the knowledge of thus helping 
them. 

NB. But now fuch a fpirit mufl not be fuch an one 
as that common Adult or Brandy-wine is, but a grate¬ 
ful and pure Elfence of wine i the manner of making it 
1 have deferibed in my Vegetable IVorl^. Now by how 
much the more this Spirit fhall ferment or work with 
fuch a winc,fo much the llrongerand more efficacious 
doth the wine become : Forafmuch as all the Virtues 
of all the whole wine confifl in thci’pirit only,and the 
Tartar or Salt doth by its muchnefs make it auflere 
and (harp. But Mujls being by fuch an Artifice made 
llronger and more efficacious, do keep a longer time 
afterwards without corrupting, and maybe carried or 
tranfported whitherfoever one pleafe 5 whence it 
comes to pals, that they are never fpoiled, as they are 
otherwife ufually wont to be, when’tis not of ripe 
growth. 

From thefe things ’tis evident, that out of one Mull, 
grown in one and the fame Autumn^ there may .with 
eafe be made wines of 3, 4, or more kinds, according 
as there is more or lefs of this fpirit added to the Mufi 
and fermented with it. 

There isalfo another way, by the help whereof eve¬ 
ry auflere wine is eafily corredlcd and amended, thus .- 
In the Vintage time, let the liquor of the Mitft y 0 r of 
the expreffed juice of theGrapcs,be fo boiled in pecu¬ 
liar Veflcls, that the unprofitable moifture or taflelefs 
water do exhale by little and little, until thou haft as 
much as thou wouldfl, or as the efficacy of the wine, 
or the degree thou wouldll by correcting reduce it to, 
fhall require : For, in the exhalation of thefuperflu- 
ous moifture nothing goes avvay,fave that infipid wa¬ 
ter •, but the fweetnefs and the aufterenefs remains in 
that thick and condenfate juice, like to Honey -, fo that 
that boiled mafii comprehends all the llrength and 
virtues of the wine, concentrated as it were, and con¬ 
denfate, and will again difclofc them, if it doth again 
work, with water thereto added in a due proportion ; 
but the ufe of this condenfate Mufi , which as yet hath 
not wrought or fermented, is this. That it can be at all 
times carried, and moft profitably fold in far remote 
Countries, which thing could not afore be done- 

For every one knows, that when there is a cold 
Summer, Wines become immature and acid, and are 
not wont to keep \ for as foon as they come to be a 
year old, they are covered over with a filmy skin, and 
being mouldy,corrupt, becaufe they have not in them 
fpirit enough. From whence it comes to pafs, that 
many times Vintners, or Vineyard-keepers,fufFer great 
lofs,after that they have diligently betook themfelves 
to drefs the Vineyards for an whole year, and haveli= 
ved fparingly and hardly, and working hard, have 
fuftained their lives with Bread and Water, hoping 
that upon felling their wine they fhould ferape toge¬ 
ther a little Money, to buy them fome Clothes and 
other Necefi'aries for their Family's fupportation ; for 
the expected plenty of the wine hoped for, and of the 
profit accruing by the ftore of Money for it, when 
fold, hath prop’d them up with this hope \ but now 
the wine lading and deluding their hopes, and turning 
into an acid and auitere tafte, they cannot fell it, fee¬ 
ing ’tis fcarce worth the carriage -, or if it be foId,’tis 
at iueh a mean rate, as fcarcely fufficeth to difeharge 
theCoft ofureffing it 3 and what fhall now be done for 
Food, Drink, Raiment, and other Necefi’aries to fu- 
ftain the Family? 


And 
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And yet the Vines mult be deeded for the next year 

too, and more Monies laid out upon them-, but from 
whence (hall Monies come for Food and Raiment, m 
the mean time? Alas, what courlewill they take if 
fome fuch-likc years ihould follow one another toge*. 
t’ncr? Either the poor miferable men mull, together 
with their Wives and Children, famifh, or elfe turn 
Souldiers, anJ be kill’d, or be made fo defperate, as to 
betake thcmfclvcs to thieving and robbing,and fo nniln 
their daics by an Halter : For the prefenc world is fo 
much c(lrange! fromMercy ,that one will not ufc fo much 
Chridian Charity v as to help another in his neceility. 

And bclidcs,'the ingratitude it felf of men doth 
fometimes make others flow and fearful of adnnni- 
itring and affording a mutual help •, forafmuch as very 
many, when they are rid out of their incumbranees 5 do 
refufe to redore thofe things, or by labour to requite 
or make amends for the things by which they were 
delivered out of their Straits- 

Hence it comes to pafs, that he who does a friendly 

good turn, for fuch an ingrateful man, lofeth his Mo¬ 
ney, and by reafon of that fo ill placed formerly, ab 
hors the lending his helping hand again- 

Now, that fuch great inconveniences may be remo¬ 
ved and the Vine-dreflers fomewhat holpen, fo as 
that they might every year fell their wines at a benc= 
ficial price, and may never beopprefled with that forc- 
faid detriment•, it may very conveniently be done by 
i he help of this concentration or condenfation, by eva¬ 
porating the Mujt to the confidence of Honey, the 
which may profitably be carried into far didant pla¬ 
ces, in which no wine is accudomed to grow, and be 
there fold- Such now as buy up fuch Mud thus con- 
denfated by boiling, do now know how by dilating 
it with Water>to reduce itagain into good wincs-This 
Artifice therefore being fo laudable, will be helpful to 
both, to the Vinc-drefler, in yielding him presently 
ready Money for his Mud, and to the Merchant,in ea¬ 
rlier furnifliing him withWine,and quitting him of fo 
much Charges')'n the Carriage. 

But that the bufinefs may be yet the better and more 
clearly underdood, let us fee by making computation, 
what the benefit and profit of this condensation is. _ 

Let us fuppofe then, that a Wine not ripe remains 
acid and weak, and that a Franconian Urn, or half an 
Hogfiiead of Frankfort meafure, yields fcarce a Flo¬ 
rin, or a Dollcr at the utmod. Such a Wine as this will 
not quit the Cods of the Carriage, though but for 12 
miles j i; a German milc h three of onrs;\ for it dege¬ 
nerates by the carryingit, and becomes mouldyilh, as 
’twere,and turns fowre,fothat the Huckller can’t fell 
the fame, and lie’l have a care how he buys fuch wines 
another time ; and the Vineyard-keeper is even en¬ 
forced to keep them to his great lofs, forafmuch as all 

his fafety or dependanee is built thereupon. 

As forthe Rich mcn.tho’ they have fome acid wine, 
they are not undone by the lofs, for they have dill by 
them other better wines, which they mix thofe worfer 
and more acid wines withal, and fo fell them ofi -, or 
cife they keep fuch thin wines till the Autumn comes, 
with more plcntiiul and riper Grapes,and to the Mud 
proceeding from them, do they pour this thin Wine, 
and let it work therewith anew, and by this means it 
becomes vendible. But yet the Gain ariling hcnce- 
from, isfufiicicntly poor ar.d mean: For by how much 
the thinner the acid wine is than it ought to have been, 
1 ho’ it be mixt with good Wine, yet doth this become 
1b much the worfer ; nay, it fometimes happens, that 
both are corrupted ar.d lod ; for as much of help as 
the acid Wine gets from the good wine, io much ol 
goodnefsdoth depart even from the good winc.So that 


fuch a kind of bettering after whatmanner foever it be ' 
indituted,'cannot be very profitable or advantageous. 

For example, that l may be the better underdcod, 
let us indance in two pieces of Gold, each of which 
Ihould be the value of 25 Imperials: Let them be put 
in the Balance and examined, and being examined,let 
one of them be the due weight, and let the other be 
lefs in weight or price the value of four Imperials. If 
now you are minded to take fo much away from that 
piece which is of current weight, as to make them both 
of alike weight, you may indeed 1b do, blit yet you 
are no waies benefited thereby, but rather Aider Jofs : 
Forafmuch as you took away from that piece that was 
of due weight,and added unto the other piece that warn 
ted of weight, fo much of its value is departed, and 
both pieces will be unfit to go in payment, as wanting 
their due value and weight. What profit therefore can 
hence redound unto any man ? Evei)foisthecafe with 
the Wine,for if one Ihould get fome two load of wine, 
and could fell one of them for 20, and the other but 
for 10 Imperials, and yet fliouxd not be accounted of 
as vendible Wine, and now the Merchant Ihould mix 
that thin wine with the better, that they may both be 
equal, would not that better wine become worfe, and 
that thin wine be rendered not much the better ? For 
my part therefore, I cannot fee that fuch a kind of 
meliorating can bring much profit. 

But as for my bettering and correction, it is always 
profitable, whereby the acid wines arc not corrupted 
by the acid,but the good and fnperfluous humidity on¬ 
ly is feparated by the benefit of Art,and the good part: 
being eondenfate in it fclf,and by it fclfisreduced iii- 
‘ to a narrower compafs- 

NB. He that is fo minded, may feparate from the 
fweet Mud, a fourth part only, or a fifth or fixth part, 
by evaporation, and prefcntly bring it to fuch a pafs, 
as to work or ferment; for they become fo much the 
better, by how much the more water hath been eon- 
fumed by evaporation : If the Quinteifence of wine 
be added to that working Mult, the wines become the 
better, and the more generous- This kind of way 
may be made ufc of in thofe places in which the wine 
doth for the molt part remain acid ; for there needs 
not this Art to thole Vines that Nature hath ripened. 

Bcfides, the wines may be condenfated to the thick- 
nefs of Honey, that they may be thereby rendered the 
fitter for Tranfportation. SixHoglheads, or Ckw<c, of 
Mult, may be fo condenfated, that one Hogfiiead will 
hold them ■, the which (if need be) may again by the 
appoiition of 5 Hogflieads of water, which quantity it 
lolt in the condensation, make 6 Hogflieads of wine 
of the very fame goodnefs and efficacy as it would 
have been of before the condcnfation, if it never had 
been condenfated, but been prefently put out of the 
Prcfs into the Barrels, to have fermented and work’d 
into wineafter the ufual manner. 

A 7 B. But now if any be detirous of making his 
wine better and more noble than it would have been 
afore the Concentration, then he mud not put five,but 
only 4 parts of water-,for ihould he add but three Hog - 
(hends or parts, it would be yet better and nobler by 
one degree than the others. Hence is it manifed, 
That it is in the hands of the Artift to make and alter 
tliefe wines at his plealurc, and to render them drong, 
dronger, and middling,and by the addition of water 
to give them even what efficacy and what virtues you 
lid. But now, to all the mixtures he may add the foul 
of wine, if lie has it, that the wines may thereby be 
the fooncr clear and pure. For the Quintellence of unt¬ 
wine being conjoined with new Mulls, and working 
with them, brings them in a fliort fpace of time to 
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clarity and purity, fo that they become tranfparent, 
but principally when they are tartarized, or full of 
Tartar, for the Spirit of Wine brooks not any Tar¬ 
tar, buc precipitates it in the fermentation to the 
bottom, or drives it away from it fclf, and fo by eon- 
leq uence makes the Wine clear and tranfparent. But 
as concerning, what means the Tartarized ("Spirit or) 
Eflence of Wine is to be artificially prepared by, ’tis 
lieedlefs to repeat here, forafmuch as it is already 
deferibed in divers of triy Writings hitherto publi- 
Ihed, but efpccially in the Vegetable Work. 

Befides, it is not fo convenient, that every one 
ftiould know, by what means the concentrated Mufts 
may be prepared with water, and the Tartarized 
Qiiinteflence- It is fufficient in this place, to know 
how the Mufts are to be concentrated, or brought 
into a narrow compafs, that fo they may be tran- 
fported and fold. Let this be the care of the Mer¬ 
chants to know how to ufe them when they have 
bought them. For the Brains of the Vineyard keep¬ 
ers are incapable of thefethings- Yet nevertheless, 
there will be fomc Men who will know how to make a 
due ufe of fuch boiled and condenfcd Mufts, if. they 
can but get them, and every one may be Mailer of 
this Affair, if he has but Coppers and Kettles, necef- 
fary for fuch an Operation -, whereby he may make 
(tore enough of juice. But yet every Countryman 
can’t get fuch Kettles, neither will it be worth while, 
forafmuch as a final! Portion of Wine, will not be 
able to quit the Colts. But whofoever bellows his 
Study and Moneys in exerciling this Artifice, will reap 
thence from a great deal of Utility and Advantage. 
But whether he does thefe things, or does them nor, 
he neither benefics, nor injures me. ’Tis fufficient, 
that 1 have evidently demonftrated to the Vineyard 
Mailers, by what means they may always fell their 
Wines, whether they be ripe, or have come Ihort of 
their Maturity- 

But for the better inftrudlion of the Courteous 
Reader, 1 will compute the Charges of this Opera¬ 
tion, and fiiow, what gain is to be expedled from 
the Condenfation of thefe Mulls- 

In the firft place therefore, let us buy fome Mufts 
in thofe places, in which they are thin, and are fold 
for a mean price, twelve Urnes,or fix Hoglheads, 
or Oma’s, for xij. Imperials ; fan Imperial is about 
4 s. 6 ^.jthis Muftwe willcondenfetotheConliftency 
of Honey, fo that there may be but one Hoglhead, 
or Oma remaining. Let the Colts requilite to this 
Concentration ("always provided you are furniftied 
with the Copper VelfelJ be valued at half a Dollar, 
or thereabouts; and the charge of the Wood we’ll 
count an Imperial for. The Wine Cask which is to 
be filled with this condcnfate Juice, we will value at 
half an Imperial, its carriage forty Miles, we’ll rec= 
kon fix Imperials for. All which Charges being fum- 
med up, make nineteen Imperials and an half. And 
fo much will be the Charges of one Hoglhead, or one 
Oma of this Condcnfate Mull, and its Carriage 
forty Miles. This Mull now being brought intofuch 
a place where Wines arc dear, you may at any time 
of the year, by the addition of Water, and by Fer* 
mentation, tranfmute into good Wine- And that 
one only Hoglhead being the condenfate Juice of fix 
Hoglheadsof Muft,will yield thee fo many Hoglheads 
of fuch Wine as the Mull would have been afore its 
Concentration. And if thou defirell to have thy 
Wine ftronger and nobler, than as it comes out of 
the Prefs, and than it could be afore thisCondenfatb 
on, you may omitthe putting thereunto fo much wa= 
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ter as ic loft in the Condenfation, and Ielien it pro- 
portionably, thatfo thofe fix may make no more than 
four Hoglheads, and they will be the more generous ; 
the which thou limit far better have by this means, it 
viz.. You know how thereunto to adjoin a Quinteft 
fence. 

If now, that one Hoglhead of juice, which afore its 
Condenfation was fix Hoglheads, doth again yield 
four Qand no more] it mult of necclfity be much bet= 
ter, and more noble than otherwife it would have 
been, had it been made after a Natural manner, (viz.. 
juft as ic came from the Prefs.) And by this means 
too, it will laft the better, and hiay be the cafilier 
tranfporccd and fold. 

So then, if in fuch a place as is 40 Miles diftant 
from Wine-making Councrys, an Hoglhead, or Oma, 
is fold but for twelve Imperials, and you have of fix 
Hoglheads of thin Wine, made four of better, and 
each of thefe you fell for but 12 Imperials,yet youlhall 
have 48 Imperials, out of which iubftraft your 19 
and 7 Charges, you lliall have clear Gains 28 Impe¬ 
rials, and i. But I have fet a molt low price on this 
Wine, for in fuch places which are about fomc 40 
Miles from thofe Countries, in which abundance 
of Wines grow, an Hoglhead, or an Oma, is not 
ufually fold at the Rate of 12, but of 24 Imperials. 
The gain therefore cf about a Wayn-load of fuch a 
thin Wine, which haply would have corrupted with 
lying, and never yielded any profit, doth at thcleaft 
yield above fifty Imperials. 

Every one now may eafily fee how much Gains this 
Artifice of the Concentration of Mufts doth bring. 
For befides this Commodity ariling from this Labour, 
viz.. That the Mufts being prcfently fold, yield rea¬ 
dy Money; there is this alfo, that the Money being a- 
gain presently disburft, opens the way for the next 
years profit. The Merchant alfo has this benefit by 
this Labour, that he is not enforced to pay fo much 
Water’s carriage fo long a Journey; and that he may 
even at his pleafure make his Wine more or lefsftrong 
and efficacious ; for what a deal of profit is this, for 
to have all the Wine of fix Hoglheads, carried in one 
Hoglhead. 

Befides, the Merchant doth not only gain the price 
of the carriage of thofe five Hoglheads, but alfo is 
quitted of the fear of the Carter’s corrupting, or 
fpoilihg that Juice by the way, as is ufual with them 
to do v/ith Wine, drawing it out, and filling up the 
VefTels again with Water. This danger thefe Juices 
are not fubjettunto ; and may be kept in great plen¬ 
ty in fruitful years of Wine, until you need them. 
For they arc not wont to be corrupted, if they are but 
kept in pure, and well (hut Vefiels. By this means 
every Vintner may in fuch exceeding plentiful years, 
furnifli himfelf with a great Treafure, and llorc of 
Wines, and fo afterwards, when a dear year comes, 
reduce his Juices into Wine, and enjoy a great deal of 
profit. 

I have to this end deferibed this fo famous an Art, 
that the common Vine-Mafters, may have prefent 
fale for their Mufts, and not be enforced fo long to 
keep them, till fome Carrier comes and enquires af¬ 
ter Wine, but may prefently get their Moreys, and 
may profit themfelves by bellowing them to the ufe of 
their Family. So then, ic fares not only well, which 
the Vine-Mafters, and the Merchants, but alfo with 
all fuch as dwell in thofe places which yield no Wine, 
becaufe by the benefit cf this Medium (or Artifice) 
they may alfo drink Wine at a cheaper rate. For if 
any Hor.eft Citizen provides himfelf with an whole 
Hhhh Hoglhead j 
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Hogilicad, or half an Hoglhead of this Juice, he may 
turn it into llrongcr, and weaker Wines,and all times 
of the Year make new, and as yet fermenting fweet 
Muds, vvhenfoever he pleaieth, and as oft as his need 
requires,and may by theappofition of Spices,or Herbs, 
make Aromatical, or Phyfical Wines ; which thing 
cannot be effeded without thefe Condenfate Juices; 
forafmuch as Sweet Shifts, cannot be carried by Land 
to any other place, for that they prefcntly ferment, 
and boil up, and will cither break out of the Vcflels, 
or rend the Cask, a/xl be loft, which (by having 
thefe Juices ) is not at all to be feared- 1 do there¬ 
fore think that I deferve exceedingly well of very- 
many, by the faithful manifeltation of this Artificer 
which deed of mine, whether it be praifed, or dif- 
prailcd, yet will itnotbe defpifed by fuch men as fhall 
apprehend, and perceive the benefit and Commodity 
of fo great an Artifice. 

It remains now, thatvvealfo deferibe, and fet afore 
your Eyes the Inftruments and Vcfiels ferving to this 
Condenfation, (without which, this Concentration 
cannot be effected) and withal lhew the manner of 
proceeding, which is to be thus ordered. 

In the Firfb place, provide a Copper of fuch a big- 
nefs as you fhall judge needful for the great, or lei's 
quantity of Juice you have let it have a plain and c- 
ven bottom, and let it have the fides about a Span 
high, and get it well Tinned over in the infide, and 
not Leaded, the which Vefi'cl you mult put in a Fur¬ 
nace of a fizeable bignefs, and fo order it, that being 
let in the Furnace, the Flame may come but only to 
the bottom, and not be able to touch the fidcs. The 
Walls of the Furnace are to be fome two foot high, 
and mull have an Iron front, or Stone Door, ferving 
for the putting in the Wood, and regiftring the Fire, 
by opening and Hunting it. At the backfidc is to be 
an hole .of fuch a bignefs, as may fuffice for making 
the Fire burn by the acccfs of the Air, and for car¬ 
rying away the Smoke and Flame. But it muff be fo 
ordered, as to be covered with a broad Hone, if need 
be, that fo the fire may on fuch wife be regiltrcd, that 
the Juices may not boil over by the overmuch fire, or 
tafle of burning. Thefe Juices arc to be fo long boil¬ 
ed with the wood, until they begin to wax thick, and 
then more new Mult is to be thereunto added, this ad= 
dition is to be fo long made, and fo often repeated, 
until the Copper te almofl filled with thofe thick 
Juices. Then the holes of the Furnace that ferve for 
giving air, are to be (hut both above and below, that 
there may be no flame under the Copper, but the bare 
hc.it of the fire, and a fweet and gentle warmth, which 
will bring the Jnicesby a fweet decodtion to the con¬ 
fluence of Honey, and will condcnfe them without 
any adultion, infomuch that they will become as fweet 
as Sugar. 

Thefe Jniccs, you may let out by a Pipe,or Cock 
placed nearthe bottom of the Veil'd, and (hutting it 
again, pour in more to be condcnied after the fame 
manner, until all the Mulls are condcnied , but you 
rauft notprefently put the Condenfate Juices, all'oon 
as ever they come hot out of your Copper, into your 
Barrels, but let them run firlt into fome wooden Vef- 
fcl, and be there left fo long till they are cool, then 
put them up in your Barrels, and fliut them up tight, 
and fo may you keep them whole and found, and tree 
‘ from Corruption, even as long as you lift:: For if you 
Ihoukl put them hot into yonrBarrcls,and fo Ihut them 
up, the Barrels would burft, or clfe when you open 
them,would (by reafonofthe pent-up Vapours,which 
can have no exhalation) break or run out. 


NB. And here comes a notable Secret, which I 
think good to add- When the Juices have relied fome 
two or three weeks, and be afterwards dillblved with 
warm water, the refidue of the Tartar which would 
have made the wines acid, will fall down undijTolved 
to the bottom, in the form of fmalland big Cryffcals, 
and being walhed with common water, may be ufed 
inftead of Tartar forafmuch as it is nothing elfe 
than a meer abfolutc Tartar. Now this reparation of 
the Tartar, is of great concernment as to the Wine, 
for it thereby becomes much better than if thofe Cry- 
ftals had remained difl'olved with it- Nor is any thing 
loll by this means, for that the Tartar is of as much 
value as the Juices: And befidcs, the Wines will be 
by this means freed from their acidity, and rendred 
better and fweeter ; which thing verily deferves to 
be dleemed of as a greatand profitable Artifice; and 
which, many there are that will know to ufe it to their 
great profit. 

Verily, he that is of fo dull an Apprehenfion, as not 
to be capable of underftanding thefe things, that are 
fo clearly, and evidently manifefted, will not beany 
whit the better by larger Difcourfes. But he that 
has a defire of fetting about this work, will infinuace, 
or work himfelf by a farther Meditation into the in- 
tnolt centrality as ’twere of this fo great an Artifice, 1 
and will with a far jufter mind bear with me, in that I 
have not fo much time at prefent, as to ufe a more 
prolix, or larger Stile. 

But if fo be, any do defire to have this Artifice de¬ 
clared unto him, by a more clear delivery, let him 
read my Explication of the Appendix adjoined to my 
Fifth part of thePhilofophical Furnacesj asalfothe 
Vegetable work, and there he fhall find more fuch 
Artifices- Or if haply it concerns him, he may fee 
in my Laboratory, the Furnaces and Coppers requi- 
fiteto fuch a work, together with the Manual Opera¬ 
tions. 

I am even conllrained briefly, and as it were by 
the bye, to infert thus much, that if fome more than 
ufually unskilful Men cannot underlland thofe things 
which I have declared concerning the three Principles, 
■viz.. That all Wine mult needs confifl of the fame, to 
wit, Salt, Water, and Spirit-, 1 dare boldly and con¬ 
fidently averr, that he who knows how to conjoin (ac¬ 
cording to art) thefe three Principles, may every 
where make good Wine. 

NB.But yet I would not have fuch an oneperfwade 
himfelf that he can do any good, if he mixeth Tar¬ 
tar, Water, and Spirit of Wine together, no, no, 
that is not the way for him to be Mailer of his defire. 
There arc far other-guile Manual Operations, requi- 
fite to this Artifice, and fuch as I think it inexpedient 
to manifelt in this place. Let every one be content 
with the things at prefent Ihown him, haply God will 
fometime or other bellow foil him) better. 


CHAP. II. 

Treateth of Corn: Shewing what means it is to he 
Concentred , and Condenfated by , fo as to be 
Exported in great Quantities into other Coun¬ 
tries, whereby both Gain and Moneys may be 
thereof made. 

* 

I Have inltru&ed you in the foregoing Chapter, af¬ 
ter whac manner fuch Wines as are of a mean 

price, 
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price, may by the help of Concentration be conve¬ 
niently tranfported out of one Country into others 
more remote, where no Wines grow, and produce 
good profit- The which Artifice may be of molt 
great benefit to the Inhabitants of fuch Countries as 
abound in Wine, and want fometimes Chapmen or 
Merchants for the fame. 

’Tis very well known to every one,that in modpla = 
ces of Germany (Tut efpecially in Franconia, and in the 
other Countries adjoining) Corn is fo exceedingly 
plenty, and of fo vile a price,that thelnhabitants know 
not what to do therewith ; and for that reafon it lies 
and rots in their Barns and Granaries, the exceeding 
abundance thereof either hindring the faleofthe fame, 
or the great coils and charges of Carriage hinder the 
Tranfportation of it into the lower Countries of Ger¬ 
many, where ’tis dear enough- 

Hence corries it to pafs, that the mifcrable Inhabi¬ 
tants have indeed Wine and Corn enough, but want 
Moneys to pay the Tributes due to the Magidrate ; fo 
that tho’ they have fuch plenty of the Divine Gifts, 
and fo much Riches, yet for all that they are in great 
penury and want, in that they cannot fell off fo much 
as to pay their Family’s expence, viz.. Men-fervants 
and Maid-fervants wages, or fo much as to fuftain 
them. Verily, this is a punilhment from the hand of 
God, and a fingular one too, by which he corre&s us 
ungrateful men. In time of the Wars, when a huge 
Scarcity pinched the Inhabitants of Germany , then the 
common outcry went up to Heaven, and promifed 
largely an amendment of life; but when the War 
was over, and all quiet,and a moll wifht-for Peace re¬ 
turning, then all men generally became worfer, and 
more wicked, tho’ the goodnefs and bounty of God 
had bellowed on them fuch a great plenty of things 
fo exceeding neceflary: And now fuch great Fulnefs 
being enjoyed, they now gape after Money too, and 
murmur againft God, as the Ifraelites did,who loath¬ 
ing, as ’twere, the plentiful abundance of things ne¬ 
ceflary, murmured at Mofes. 

The reafon why Corn is fo exceeding plenty,is this: 

After the making of Peace, and fending away the 
Souldiers, many Commanders being weary of war¬ 
fare, and abounding with Money and Horfes, bought 
(or rather fqueez’d out) of the poor Inhabitants,every 
where deftitute of Money, moll notable Farms, for a 
very mean price, and did fet themfelves with the ut- 
moft of their Indullry to till the Earth, which had lain 
fallow a longtime ; which Lands becaflie fo fruitful 
that it even amazed all mcn.The poor In habitants too, 
who now had gotten a little Money, they alfo fet their 
hands to the Plough,and ufed even the utmolt of their 
endeavours in the tillage of the Earth : From hence 
it came to pafs, that they were fo furnilhed with fuch 
a vail deal of Corn in a few years fpace, that they 
knew not at all what to do therewith. As for carry¬ 
ing it into far dillant Countries, the troublefomenefs 
and charges of the Carriage were too great an hin¬ 
drance: To lay it up in the Granaries, thattheAir 
will not differ them to do, tho’ in the tinie of JoJeph 
fuch a thing was done in Egyfh where the Air being 
Nitrons, dry, and not fo ealily fubjeft to corrupting, 
as ours is, preferved the Corn from Corruption. 

What 1 have here written, hath proceeded forth 
from a good mind and fincere intention, and I hope 
’twill do more good than hurt. I know thatthe eyes 
of many will be opened to fee what a Babylonijh Confu- 
fion the prefent World is in ; I pray God to be an hel¬ 
per to the Good, and to be a reducer of the Wicked 
from the courfc of their Impiety, into the Right way. 


The Procefs of Concentrating Corn is this '• 

I N the fird place, you are to make a Malt of your 
Barly, Wheat, Oats, Spelt, or any other kind of 
Grain or Corn, the which dry either in the Sun oc 
in the Air, or elfe in an Oven heated a little, and not 
to be fcorched and parched as it were after the Bre¬ 
wers cudom •, for fo the fharpfuineofthe wood would 
Hick thereunto, and make it black and bitter, and it 
may ealily beconjeflured,ihat there yvould be no good 
come of it, for by this means thefmoakof the wood 
would flick on to the Corn and the Sprouts it hasthrufi: 
forth, and are moiftencd,and fo would make the Ale 
that is boil’d thereoutof unwholfome, and of an un; 
grateful bitter favour : But now fuch Malt as is dried 
in the Air, Sun, or in a warm Stove or Oven, has no 
fuch ungrateful taftc as comes from the finoak of the 
wood, but remains fweet and pleafant. 

NB- Elfe you* may do thus; The Corn, after it 
hath fprouted and hath been thrown abroad on fomc 
Floor, open to the air, and thereby been a little freed 
of fome of its moidure,may be dried purely and quick¬ 
ly too in the Brewers great Coppers, in which they 
are wont to boil their Ale or Beer, provided it be con¬ 
tinually flirred about with fome wooden flick without 
cealing, that it may be all over hot, and fo become dry. 
But yet you mufl have a care that your fire be not too 
ftrong under your Copper wherein you dry your Malt, 
and fo burn the Corn, and make it taflc untowardly *, 
this done, the dried Malt is to be ground as other 
Malt which is ufed to make Ale withal is wont to be, 
but yet < fo, that it be not too finely ground nor too 
grofly; for if it be too grofs, and the Grains be un¬ 
broken, the water cannot fufliciently get out the Vir¬ 
tues and Juice in the boiling,but that the belt part will 
remain in the boiled Grains, and fo be thrown away 
on the Bealls in their nutriment; but if it be ground 
too fmall,it will run into heaps, and hinder the drain- 
ingout of the Ale; therefore a mean is to beobfer- 
ved, and care taken that no errourbe committed, by 
either excefs or defeft. The Malt being on this wife 
prepared, every one may boil his Ale according to his 
cuiloni, and fo much thereof as his Veffels, Coppers# 
and Coolers will admit of: Some do pour boiling wa¬ 
ter on their Malt, and mix them both by ffcirring them 
well together, and then letrhem fettle for fome time 
that the water may take into it fclf the llrcngth of the 
fame; then they draw out that water by a Tap, and 
pour on more, and repeat the lnfullons io often, until 
the water can get out no more fweetnefs, and there 
remain nothing but the infipid Husks, the which aro 
nourifhment for Cattel. 

NB. Otherfomc that have no Veffels to extrafl the 
Virtue out of the Malt in, by boiling water, do put the 
prepared Malt in wooden Veffels or Tubs, and pour 
thereon warm water or cold,and llir it very well about, 
and leave it fo for fome hours, that the Malt may be 
macerated; then do they put it in a Coppcr,and pour 
thereunto fo much water as may keep the Male from 
burning to in the boiling; and having boiled it for 
half an hour, they pour it out upon a bed of draw, fit¬ 
ted for that purpofe, and placed over a Cooler,and fo 
drain the Ale : This Labour of pouring on, boiling,, 
and draining, is fo oft repeated, till the water fuck*, 
no more fweetnefs out of the malt- This manner of 
boiling Ale is ufed by thofe only who want dorc of 
Veflcls,and pretty large ones: The former way is • 
not only better and more commodious, but likewife 
more fit for the boiling of a greater quantity of Ale. 

NB. This 
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NB. This is to be obferved in this place, when the ' 
belt and firft Juice or Extraction is drawn out of the 
Vcflel by a Tap, and frelh boiling water poured a fe-. 
cond time on the malt in the Copper,and again drawn 
ofTby the Tap, thofc two waters in which the chiefeft 
Virtue of the malt is, may be boiled and thickened by 
little and little in a plain or flat Copper. The third 
and fourth pouring on arc indeed as yet good, but yet 
not fat enough, and feeing they arc not very ftrong, 
are not worth the boiling away, for they won’t quit 
the coft3 of the Fire, and therefore are to be applied 
to fomc other ul'S. Now when a man is about this 
work, he may fo order his boilings, as to have feve- 
ral of them one after another ; and then thofe pou¬ 
rings on, viz., the fecondand third, remaining of the 
iirft courfe of boiling may be poured on the fecond 
courfe of boiling, in the Head of bare water : And 
fo is it to be handled, that alwaies the frrft and fecond 
pouring on (and which contain in them the chiefeft 
Virtues of the malt) may be boiled to the confiftcncy 
of Honey in a Copper made for tha*t purpofe, of Eva¬ 
poration ; and the third and fourth pouring on may 
be alwaies kept for the next following courfe of boi¬ 
ling, and be poured on the malt in the room of bare 
water, and fo are to be condcnfed by evaporation in a 
Copper, as the firft and fecond pouring on were done 
withal in the firft courfe ofthe boiling and fo always 
the id. and 4 th. pouring on of the former courfe of 
boiling, is to be the firft and fecond in the next follow¬ 
ing courfe of boiling; and this way of proceeding 
draws out of the malt its beft and chiefeft Virtues,and 
Icflcns the charge of the boiling: For the Cofts would 
be far greater, if the third and fourth pouring 0:1 were 
to be boiled off per fe. 

NB. The Coppers and Pans neceffiry for the thus 
reducing thefe extracted Juices to the confiftency of 
Honey, are already deferibed,where mention is made 
ofthe Concentration of Wines. He that can’t well 
enough underftand me, may take the pains to come 
and fee my Furnaces, Coppers, and other Inftruments 
appertaining to this work ; as likewife the manual 
Operation, for I cannot help him any other way-And 
as fora largerdefeription of thefe things, my time 
will not permit me at this inftant to make it. The 
Juiccsbcing edndenfate, are to be drawn out of the 
Copper by a Tap fattened therein, or laved out, and 
being cool, put them up in Barrels, and fliut them up 
tight, that the external air may not get thereinto; for 
thus may you keep them uncorrupt, even as long as 
you plcafc. 

NB. In your boiling them you mutt be very diligent 
that the Juices be not burnt to,by theovermuchnefs of 
your Fire, or that by being heat too hot, they boil 
not over ; all which may be prevented by Regiftcrs(as 
the Cbymifts call them) deftinated for the regulating 
of the Fire- This is a moll compendious way of ex- 
traClingthc Virtues out of Corn, and ofreducing them 
into a narrow room,the which if you order according 
to Art, that nothing of vonr Juices be fpilt or loft, 8 
Barrels of Malt will yield you one full of Juice, and 
which contains all the V irtucs that were in thofe eight 
Barrels 1 the relidue lcrvcs to fatten Beafts withal. 

NB. He who knows how to convert thofe remains 
to his ufe, in another kind of way will do better, and 
extraft thercoutof fo much as he is conftrained to lay 
out in buying his Corn, infomueh that he can have his 
Juices as it were even rrais. But of thefe things 
more hereafter. 

As touching thefe Juices, they comprehend in them 
the wholeVirtue of the Corn, out of which ycu ’ may 


when you pleafeboil Ale,make Adnft or Brandy-wine 
or bake fpiced Cakes; for if it be ufed to them inftead 
of Honey, it makes them much the Tweeter. Thefe 
Juices therefore arc to be prepared in thofe pla¬ 
ces in which Corn is fold at a very mean rate, and 
which cannot be exported to foreign parts, and is 
there in fuch great plenty, as that the Country-men 
know not what to do therewith, but there it lies in 
great Stacks and rots. Farther, they are yet prepa¬ 
red with greater benefit and more gain where the 
plenty and chcapnefs of wood is, the which yields no 
lmall encreafe and addition to the Gains. 

But that the nature and condition of this Labour 
may be the better underftood, the following Compu¬ 
tation will (hew. Suppofe I take 8 Barrels full of Corn 
and bring them into Malt, then boil it into Ale after 
theaforefaid way,and condenfc it into a Juice,where¬ 
withal I fill one Barrel: This one Barrel now is far 
more commodious to be carried into foreign places ei¬ 
ther by Waggon or by Ship, than thofe 8 barrels,and 
will bringme double or treble the profit that 8 Medim- 
»i (a Meafufe containing fome fix bu(hels,or the eight 
barrels) of Corn. Why? bccatife the greateft labour 
is already over, and there remains but very little to 
boil the Ale out of the Juice,as the following Example 
will demonftrate. 

I buy me eight barrels in that place where Corn and 
Wood are to be had at a mean rate, and there paf- 
feth fomc River or other by the place, as the Mhene in 
Franconia , Nicer in Suevia, Vtfurgh in Ffajfia. and 
the Dukedome of BrnnfmcMis in* Saxony and 
Mifnia \ for in all thefe places there is abundance of 
Corn, and (lore of Wood, and the price of each,mean 
enough in confcience. If now one Medtmnus (or fix 
bufhcls)of Corn beefteemed at the price ofone Impe¬ 
rial, eight Medimni will yield eight Imperials j the 
Wood will coft one Imperial, the Labour one Florin: 
The juice out of the 8 barrels of Corn may be putin 
a Fir-Cask, as they ufe to do with Honey, that fo in 
paying the carriage, it may not be accompted for 
Wine or Ale, but fome dry Goods, and fo valued by 
the hundred, as other dry Wares are priced fo then 
the Barrel will coft the Carriage by Water to fomc 
of the Maritine or Sea-coaft Cities, two Florins. Now 
if we fuhi up all thefe Expences upon the Corn, Car¬ 
riage, Fire, and Labour, they come to 12 Florins or 
8 Imperials. But now, out of that one Barrel of Juice 
there may be made eight Barrels of the beft Ale, and 
if you will have it fomewhat fmaller, then ’twill make 
1 cor 12, according as you boil your Ale to aftronger 
or weaker degree- However, this is certain,that one 
Barrel of Corn will yield move than a Barrel of good 
Ale ; fo that out ofone Barrel of Corn may be made 
one and an half of ftrong Ale. Now then, if one of 
thofe Barrels of Ale yield three Imperials, the eight 
Barrels, which coft the buying, and reducing into one 
Barrel, and the tranfporting it, eight Imperials, may 
there be fold for 24 Imperials; from which the eight 
being fubftra&cd, the remainder of the Gains is 16 
Imperials,which verily is enough'upon thofe 8Barrels. 

But put cafe the Corn were dearer, and the Carri¬ 
age of the Juices to thofe places did coft more,and that 
thofe 8 Barrels of Corn, or one Barrel of Juice, did 
yield (befidcs all the cofts) only 8 Imperials profit,yet 
would this be profit enough, and may well content a 
Man. I forbear to mention the other benefits and 
profits arifingover and above befides this Gains; for 
by this kind of way is laved and made vendible that 
Corn which would clfe be fpoilcd : Befides in a plen¬ 
tiful time the mean-prized Corn may be bought up,- 
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concentrated and kept till a fcarcity come. Kor is 
fjiere any caufe of fear that it will be devoured by the 
Mice and Rats, or be fpoiled with lying, or wax 
mouldy, or be any other way corrupted. 

Nay more, it occupies left room than the Corn 
would; for where one Barrel of Juice lies,there Ihould 
have lain eight Barrels of Corn. 

Befides, the Magiftrates and Subjects may by this 
fncans reap much profit and help. The Magiftrate 
pray be fatisfied by taking Corn of the Inhabitants in- 
ftead of tribute. The Subjects may by the benefit of 
this Medium fatisfiethe Magiftrate, and there will not 
need the felling his Cattle, or Sheep in the Fold, or to 
borrow Money upon ufe? and to give his Wife and 
Children for pledges. For there is requifite no other 
labour than that the Magiftrate appoint a place to 
boil his Ale, in which the Corn may be malted, boil¬ 
ed and thickned into Juices. As for Wood, that he 
has himfelf and needs not lay out a farthing upon that. 
So now, by this means may a Country be brought to 
that degree of happinefs as never to ivant Money) 
Corn, or any other necelTary things- For where the 
juices can be but brought to the Sea-towns many thou¬ 
sand Barrels full may be fold to thofe Magiftrates and 
Merchants which fend their Ships into the Eaft and 
Well-Indies ; in which Countries may be made good 
Ale at any time of the Year, even in the midft of Sum¬ 
mer, or in the Dog-daiesthemfelves, if you have but 
Hops and Water at hand; the which is far better and 
more profitable. 

For in the room of this one Barrel of Juice, there 
muft have been flowed 8 Barrels, and yet that fome- 
times turns four too,and is fpoiled,the which never be¬ 
tides thefe Juices.Now fuch Ale prepared of the Juices 
by means of Hops and Water are much wholfomer 
than the common Ales are, becaufe that the Fire hath 
confirmed all the Crudities •, in the boiling of the Jui¬ 
ces ot hach corrected them,and this every one will rea¬ 
dily believe or affent unto. 

Nay more, thefe Juices may (and that with very 
great profittoo ) be fent into thofe places wherein (by 
reafon of the abundance of People there) Corn and 
Ale is much efteemed,as in Holland , and the border¬ 
ing Countries. If the Ale:brewers could but once get 
fuch Juices, without doubt they would not be at the 
eofts to brew it out of the Corn, for they would not 
need fo much time to brew in, nor fuch Coppers, nor 
fo many Mens help, all which they muft neceffarily 
have in the common way of brewing. In thefe Juices, 
there is much fparing of Fuel, (the which makes the 
common way of brewing Ale, more coftly,) and of 
Men’s labour which doth likewife prove chargable. 
Nor are we filently to pafs over that great benefit 
which they have hereby,for that good Ale and fuch as 
will not four may be made without any danger even in 
the midft of the Dog=days- Every one knows what it is 
to brew Ale (then,) and that the brewing is at other 
times fufficiently troublefome, viz., fo to order it as to 
prevent the danger of fouring. But now this brewing 
(that I mention) is void of all this kind of fear of 
fouring; whereas the ufual kind of brewings do for 
the moft part (in the Summer feafon) become four ei¬ 
ther in the {training it through thel Grains, or by 
Handing in the Coolers : but thefe labours are in our 
brewingalready difpatched, and that in thofe places 
where the charges of Labourers, Wood, and Room 
fit for boiling it in, are not fo great. 

This work therefore is of mighty profit both to the 
buyer and feller : For the feller can afford his Corn 
«t a reafonable rate. And the buyer need not be at any 


other charges in brewing good and wholfome Ale at 
anytime of the Year faveonly the hire of one man 
that may prepare or fit thejuices,and Hops, and Was 
ter for the boiling, and fet it a-working or fermen- 
tingand pour it into the Veffels. Whereas on the 
contrary in the common brewing of Ale there needs 
many mens help, huge Coppers,and wooden Flats and 
a great deal of room to brew in, and ftore of Fire 
which is fufficiently dear in fome Countries; all which 
are avoided in the brewing with the Juices. Do but 
confider 1 pray what a notable and profitable thing 
this would be in great Cities, and efpecially in thofe 
places where Houfes, Fuel, and Mens labour are very 
dear, if fuch kinds of Juices were fettofale; that fo 
every Mafter of a Family might buy up fome Barrels 
of this Juice, and diffolve them at his own home with 
Water and Hops, in a fmallCopper according to his 
pleafure, and make the faid Juices into Ale, as fat or 
as lean or fmall i and as bitter or as fweet as he lift: 
eth ; and then put it up in his own purified and well 
cleanfed Veffels, and he and his,drink thereofall the 
whole year-, and ifneed be,might make eitherPhyfick- 
drink or Spiced-ale. And would it not be much bet¬ 
ter than the buying fuch Ales of the Brewers, which 
are fometimes either too new or too ftale, and oft- 
times acid, impure, not well boiled, and {linking, and 
inftead of Hops have Aloes, Xanthium or Burr, Hen¬ 
bane and fuch like Herbs put in them- For in fome 
places, the Brewers ufe fuch kinds of Herbs and the 
like hurtful things, inftead of Hops, to make their 
Ale bitter, and to fave a few charges in the making, 
their drink- Therefore all fuch as ufe to drink of 
fuch kind of Beer are never wont to be in compleat 
health -, and efpecially in watery and moilt places 
they are for the moft part afflidted with the Scurvy, 
Melancholly,e^r- which is the ufual fruits of fuch kind 
of Drinks, for they obftruft the internal parts of the 
body and the principal members, and ftir up fuch 
Difeafes- But our Ales that arc made of the Juices and 
good Hops do not only not ftir up fuch Diftempers, 
but do even (by theirpurity and clearnefs)refiftthem, 
and preferve men from them ; but efpecially' if fuch 
Juices be made of fuch Malt as has not a fmatch of the 
fmokeof Wood, but is dried in the Air, and which 
are fo handled in the fermentation or working of theni 
as that all the defilements fettle to the bottom ; for 
then will you have fuch Ale, as doth both in whole- 
fomnefsand fweetnefsexceed fuch Wines as are infe- 
<fted with, or have a tang of, Sulphur, or that grow in’ 
a foil abounding with Chalk- They dull not the 
head, they do not caufe windinefs, they puffnotup the 
body after the manner of other Ale ; they do not 
flop the Urine but provoke it, and keep the Belly fo- 
luble: They are Medicinal without the addition of 
Phyfical Herbs, are fweet and wholfome, and of an 
excellent taft, and fuch as the like of them cannot be 
made without this medium or way. 

Such Ales deferve a peculiar praife, and many 
would there be who would drink of Ales ofeen, could 
they but get fuch : and would leave off the drinking 
troubled, unwholfome, and fulphured V\ ines- For 
my own part 1 will make ufe of fuch kind oi Ale, and 
Wine, in my ownhoufe for the fullaining of mine own 
Family. 

I could mention much more concerning fuch Ales 
ifthetime would permit me, but I have fpoken e- 
nough already. And as for what remains unwritten 
here 5 , may be gotten out of, (or underftood by) the 
things here deferibed. I queftion not but that good 
* (or provident ) Mafters of Families will fee about this 
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bufinefs of preparing thefe Juices, and of tending 
them into fuch places where they may be fold toShips 
that are bound for far Countries, and fo mightily en¬ 
rich thofc Countries with ftoveof Money that abound 
with Corn. 

Betides, the Brewers of Ale or Beer that are in great 
Cicies will not difdain fuch an excellent Art, but will 
themfelvesbuy fuch Juicesat a considerable rate. 

Princes, Nobles, and great Cities, will alfo pro¬ 
vide for buy up)‘great quantities of fuch Juices, and 
lay them up in their Forts and Caftles, and in their 
Store-houfes as a good Treafure, that fo they may 
have it to ufe in time of necetfity. Nor will good (or 
provident) Houfholdersneglert tofurnidi themfelves 
therewith, that fo they may have wherewithal to fu- 

ftainthem and theirs in a time of fcarcity- 

In thetime of Wars, eminent Captains and other 
Military chieftains will take care to have them, and 
carry them into their ftrong holds, and there loofen 
them (or put a proportionable quantity of Water to 
them) and turn them into good Ale ; as for Wateij 
there’s to be found (enough) of that every where, and 
fo need not fore up that, and as for Hops that is eafic 
enough to be bought. 

So then, there will be a notable benefit by this Ar¬ 
tifice to ftrong Holds and Caftles, and fuch fenced 
Places as fear a Siege- Briefly, Words cannot ex- 
prefsthe benefit and profit which will redound to all 
places, by thefe Juices, in times both of Peace and 

War. . , f .. 

Therefore every Magiftrate who has a care ot his 
Subjerts health and prefervation, will worthily and 
with his utmoft diligence carefully provide for the 
havingfuch prepared Juices,thatfo in times of neceiTity 
they may be at hand for ufe. 

But now, fome may object and fay ; 1 perceive and 

well fee that tins Artifice is good and profitable, but 

7 tis not fo eafie a matter for every one to purchafe 
himfelf Coppers requifite for’this work? To fuch I 
anfwer. ’Tis not fo needful that every one fliould fur- 
niili himfelf with fuch (utenfils)-, if there be in every 
City but one man only that is imployed thereabouts, 
who may buy oft'his Neighbours Corn and pay them 
their Money for the fame, ’tis fufftcient. And if o- 
thers alfo betake themfelves thereunto, there will be 
the more Money gotten, and the Country made the 
richer; neither is any reafon to fear or doubt, but 
that, if he (hall bring eight thoufand Barrels of Corn 
condcnfed into a thoufand Barrels of Juice unto the 
Cities on theSea coaft,he will fell it off for ready money. 
Will a thoufand Barrels (think you) be fufficient (or 
be a drug) in fome populous City wherein are daily 
drunk fome thoufands of barrels of Ale ? Verily he that 
fliall expoleto falein fuch a like City many thoufand 
Barrels, would not ltay long there, but would beloa- 
den (or furnifhed) with ready Money for the fame, by 
thofe who knew the Art of making Ale with fuch 
Juices. 

I do verily believe that it would be altogether 
much better to fell Corn after fuch a manner, and fo 
to have profit by it, than let it perifh with lying -, 
which is a great fin before God, and a fhamefnl dif- 
graceful thing before Men. 

But further, It may be objected and faid. If this 
Artifice of making Ale were fet up in thofe places, in 
which there is wont to be a certain Tribute paid the 
Magiftratesfor every Barrel (of Ale,) it would not be 
allowed of, becaufe by this means the Tribute or Cu= 
ffoms due to the Magiflrates would be diminifhed. 
This inconvenience is eafily prevented, if the Magi- 
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flrate impofe the fame Tribute of Ale on the Juices. 
For by this means the Tributes or Cuftoms would nqt 
be at all diminiflicd, but be equally as profitable upon 
the Juices, as upon Ale. The like may be done with 
the condenfate Juices of Wine. 

So then ’cis clearly evident, that there cannot pof- 
fiblyarife any detriment from thefe Juices, but ra¬ 
ther infinite profits and commodity- And therefore 
every Magiftrate fhould fcrioufly caufe his Subjects to 
make thefe kind of Juices of fuch Corn as they cannot 
fell, and inftead of fpoiling it get riches by it. Cer¬ 
tainly this would be far better, and far more profita* 
ble for fuch Subjects as are very poor and go mifera- 
bly tattered and naked, and have nothing to help 
themfelves (of which fort there are not a few .) V eri- 
ly there would be no want ofany thing, but the Sub- 
jerts as well as their Rulers would have enough: And 
for this reafon have I willingly undergone this trouble 
and this labour in manifefting and laying open this 
Artifice. 

And although I am not to expert any reward from 
any body for manifefting a thing of fo much concern¬ 
ment (for this is an unthankful World) yet have I 
obeyed the will of God and have out of a Chriftian 
love benefited my Neighbour, and in this welldoing 
do I reft,no ways doubting but that God the revvarder 
of every good (aftion) will rccompenfe in another 
place, this my welldoing which I beftow upon the 
World. 

Farther, I can in a kind of a Prophetical manner 
predirt, that if regard be had of this my wholfome 
Dortrinc and Admonition, many Countries will in a 
very fhort time recover their former happinefs, and 
both the higheft and loweft will live in a profperous 
condition •, but efpecially thofe who firft fet upon this 
bufinefs afore it becomes common, will get great 
riches- Now then, whofoever they be that by the 
help and benefit of this way (hall get the blefling of 
God, let them not forget the poor, but beftow that 
blefling on the cherrifhing and comforting poor Or¬ 
phans and Widows, to the Honour of God. For the 
Treafures and Riches in this temporal Life cannot be 
better laid out, and laid up, than in diftributingthem 
amongft the poor. For by that means there’s no fear 
of being fpoiled of them by Thieves and Robbers; 
And more, in the Life to come, they fhall be recom- 
penfedwith a ten-fold reward. 


CHAP. III. 

Of the Concentration of Vegetables. 

W E have already taught in the two foregoing 
Chapters by what means Wine and Corn 
are to be by an Artificial condenfation reduced into a 
narrow compafs, and brought to be a gainful Mer- 
chandice. It now remains to (hew the way conducing 
to a condenfation of the Virtues lying hid in Herbs,Bu- 
fhes, Shrubs, and Trees : (which Vegetables do moft 
plentifully abound in moft places and yield no profit) 
that fo even out of them as well as from Wine and 
Corn may be reaped a very great profit. < No body is 
ignorant of this,viz,. That there is nothing more vile 
and of left efteem than the Grafs (or Herbs) of the 
Field, and Briars or Bullies, and Shrubs, and lofty 
Trees too, efpecially when being at a good diftance 
from Men’s dwellings they cannot be applied to any 
ufe, and upon this account are they not valued at all, 
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nor by reafon of their diftance profitable to any, but 
there they grow and perifh in thofe vail woods and 
defart places. And this is to be fccn in thofe molt 
huge Woods of Germany, fuch as are the Ingriones , 
the Wood Ardenne, the Ottonicane, Hercinian , Semane, 
and Bohemian Woods, and the woods of other Coun¬ 
tries, in which woods there rots and is fpoiled above 
centimes more wood than men make ufe of. 

Now no body hath hitherto known what ufc to put 
thofe Woods unto; fuch Woods as are not too far 
off from Cities or Villages, do Men make, ufe of for 
building, for firing, for boiling, orbrewing, and. for 
baking, and other occafions, fothat the Wood which 
is daily ufed, and every year fetch’d from the borde¬ 
ring Woodsor Forelts, is thereby faved from rotting 
and being fpoiled- 

But as for fuch wood as is in Mountains and Woods 
feituated far off from mens dwellings, and which are 
not frequented, thac is not of any ufe at all, they are 
Dens and lurking places for cruel Bealls, as Bears and 
Wolves •, which faid wild beafts doannoy and hinder 
other profitable ones, as Staggs, Does, Boars, Hoggs, 
Sheep, &c. from feeding on the wild Fruits of fuch 
places. But who is there will amend it, and bring 
fuch places to a due or good ufc ? What lifhould fuch 
vail Woods, which are the receptacle of thofe cruel 
wild Bealls be cut down and lie a rotting, or be con- 
fumed by Fire, fo to deltroy thofe wild bealts ? Sure* 
ly no body will attempt it, as fearing thetoilfomnefs 
requifite hereunto: And belldes, forafmuch as no 
other profit is to be thereby expetted, fave an extir¬ 
pation of thofe wild bealts, there’s no body will take 
that Task upon him- Nor is it a thing fo behoveful 
to Fire,and burn down fuch huge Woods, as we read 
in Hiltory, that fome have heretofore done, w'^.moll 
great Woods have been burnt, meerly to deflroy In¬ 
fers and other hurtful, wild, and ravenous bealts. 
There is an hazard run in fo doing,for fuch a Fire may 
fpread wider, and do a great deal of mifehief. 

There are fuch Examples which may be produced, 
which witnefs how that Fire being put to Heaths,have 
(by burning thereof) crept into the bordering Woods 
and deltroyed them, and mightily injured the neigh¬ 
bouring Inhabitants : And therefore ’tis not fo advi- 
fed a Work to confumc Woods by Fire ; and to cut 
them down, that lo they may lie and rot,and be there¬ 
by rooted out, cannot be done, becaufe of the great 
colts thereto requifite. 

So that fuch places mull of necelfity even remain 
the Receptacles of hurtful Bealls and Thieves ; for 
albeit that lometimes the Glafs- makers do in fuchlike 
places build their Furnaces or Glafs-houfes, yet they 
fall far Ihort of confuming fo much Wood by their 
making of glalfes,for thofe Woods arc fcarce the thin¬ 
ner or leffer for that: Tho' they fpend daily in every 
fuch Glafs- houfe twenty loads, yet fuch a.valt quanti¬ 
ty as that is, will not decreafe. Befides,the Glals-men 
do not ufe all the wood without making any difference, 
but make choice of the ltreighteft and fmoothell wood, 
fuch as they may bell and ealielt cleave: As for Ihrubs 
and knotty Oaks and Beach, thofe they touch not. So 
then the beltTrees only are ufed about their Glafs 
Woi ks, and the brulhy woods, as Briars, Thorns , &c. 
and which are the moll commodious hiding places for 
the wild Bealls, are unmeddled withal, as being un¬ 
profitable for the Glafs-makers : Nay,they let moll 
curious arms or branches of Beach lie a rotting, and 
make ufe only of the body of the Trees. Moreover, 
in fuch Woods as are far off, the Glafs-makers build 
noHoufes, but do ere& them as near aspoflible they 


can, to fuch placesas are inhabited, becaufe they mull 
of necelfity have commerce with men. 

Farther, ’tis not a little wood that is fpent in the 
Mines about Metals, cfpecially in fuch Mines where 
I^on is moltenbut what we faid but now touching 
the Gla[finen,tlic fame is to beobferved here ; for fuch 
metal-melting Honfcs are never crettcd on the high 
Mountains,or are built in far remote Woods, becaufe 
they mull have thcaffillanccof Men,and water to drive 
their bellows-mills,and befidcs the place mull be fuch, 
as that all Ncccffarics may be brought them in Wag¬ 
gons, and. their Iron tranfportcc,°into the Cities or 
Towns. Nor do the Metal-mclters indifferently ufe 
any wood they meet with ; nor make they their Char¬ 
coals. ot every kind of wood, but leave the fhrub^ and 
bulhy woods as unfit for coaling. And therefore thofe 
great and vail woods, tho’ there be .Glafs-houfes and 
Metabmclting-/hops in many places, do remain un- 
touch’d-, becaufe no body knows the ufe of them. 

But now, forafmuch as I have all my life-time moll 
accurately fearch’d by a diligent obfervation into the 
wonders of God, and have not fparedany labour or 
colls about the fecret wonders of Nature, and have 
learned from Nature her felf,my inff rutting Millrifs, 
that God being a true and juft Lord over his Family, 
did neither do, make, or create ought without cercain 
and juft eaufes, which notwithftanding is not regar¬ 
ded by the moll part of us men, who imitate the irra¬ 
tional beafts, andalwaies live without the knowledge 
of God and of His Works. Verily, we have no colour 
of Reafon at all for it, not confidering thac men were 
created and appointed by God for another-guife end, 
than the brute beafts, which are void of all Reafon-, 
and we regard not the Truth of that old Saying, God 
and Nature never make any thing in vain. 

So then, whereas this is a Truth fas affurcdly it is) 
certainly we may fee that thefe huge Woods were not 
in vain made, but that they have fome benefit (for fo 
they have) viz., a moll great Treafure for fuch who 
know it, and know how to ufe it. Which I will there* 
fore Ihew, as clear as the Noon-day Sun, and will fo 
fet it afore the eyes of the blind and darkfom world, 
that the Deriders and Contemners of natural Philofo- 
phy, fuch as is to be Learned only by the fire, and not 
out of Jriftotle , may be even enforced, will they, nill 
they,to confefs and grant that the Fire is the true Tea¬ 
cher and Mailer of natural Arts, and fo will be i for 
whofoever they be that are Ignorant as to the Fire, 
and that know not its wonderful efficacy, tho’ they 
may be moll skilful Proficients in foreign Tongues or 
Languages f which In the more-fecret Philofophy 
makes not at all to any purpofe);yet neverthelefs they 
will not be able to accomplilhany the leaft matter in 
things of fo great a moment: I do therefore fay, that 
fuch men as are skilled in natural things, are not of 
right to be contemned,or fccretly backbitten by thofe 
who fay,Believe not fuch a man that hath not attained 
the empty vain Title of a Dottorin the Univerfities- 
I confefs ingeniouily, thac 1 never frequented the Uni¬ 
verfities, nor ever had a mind fo to do ; for fiiould l 
have fodone, haply I fhould never have arrived to 
that knowledge of Nature , which 1 mention 
without boafting,asI now polfefs ; neither doth it ever 
repent me, that 1 have put my hands to the Coals,aad 
have by the help of them penetrated into the know* 
ledge of the Secrets of Nature; I do not defire to dt- 
fturb any one in this way^or to thruft any out of their 
places; 1 never was willing to live on the colts of 
great men,but have with my own hands gotten mem j 
Food and Raiment, alwaics.-fidyifedly thinking on 
that moll known Verfe y —Ahrint 
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— /Uteri ns non fit qiti funs effe potejh e 

Let not him anotbers be. 

Who can of himfelf I 've free. 

But to return to my concentration of Wood, I can 
with truth affirm-and will experimentally demonftrate 
it, that the greateft Treafureof the World ; yea, as 
great or greater than is in WinecrCorn, lies hidden 1 
in Wood. VVineand Corn do require the Labour 
of Man for its growth out of the Earth but Leaves, 
Grafs, Briars or Bullies, Shrubs, Twigs, all forts of 
Trees great and finall, do come forth out of their ; 
feeds and fprouts anc'grow up and encreafe infinitely 
without any help of man at all. '• 

Therefore 1 fay that more profit may be reaped 
of Wood than of Corn and Wine, .were the Art of 
extracting thenccfronifogreata benefit but known to 
any. . •••'■• 

So then, forafmuch as this little Book (as being the 
firft partofthcTreatifeof concentration of things) 
treats ofthe emendation of Vegetables only; and that 
of Wine and Corn is already finilhed j I will now in 
the name of God fet about V' Vood, Leaves,and Grafs, 
and lay open thofe moft great, and hitherto hidden 
Treafuresand Riches, and fet thenvforth- before the 
Eyes of the whole World- -And I pray God, the 
Omnipotent, Wife,Unfearchableand .Merciful Lord 
and Fatherofall Creatures in Heaven, in the Earth, 
Water and Air, that he would fo govern and guide 
my hand that 1 may here write and teach nothing 
fave only fuch things as ferve for the Glory of his Di¬ 
vine name and the health of all Mankind- Amen.. 

We have (hewn in the two foregoing Chapters 
how Wine and Corn are to be condenfed into their 
juices, that fo they.may be commodioully fent into 
thofe places, in which profit may begotten- 

Here now falls in this qneltion, How the Juices ate 
tobe fqueezed out of Herbs, Twigs, Shrubs and great 
Trees, and being preffed out what good they ferve 
for, feeing they are not of ufe for meat and drink 
like thofe which are extra&cd out of Corn and Wine. 

To this qneftion l make this reply, that indeed 
there is not any food to be prepared from them, but 
that yet other things are thence preparable, and fuch 
as men cannot be without, viz.. Wholefome Medi¬ 
cines, and likewife Gold and Silver wherewith a man 
may alfo buy, befides Wine arid Corn, other neccfla- 
ries as Garments and other appurtenances which men 
ftand in need of, befides meat and drink. 

But to begin the work it felf, we Ihould in the firft 
place teach the way how juices may be fqueezed out 
of Leaves, Grafs, Shrubs, and then afterwards Ihew 
their ufe. But forafmuch as none is of fo weak a 
judgment as to lay out Moneys or things valuable, and 
to bellow his labour and fweat on fuch a thing whofe 
nfe and profit he is ignorant of •, ’tis therefore necef- 
fai y,that (before we come to teach the way of fqueez- 
jngout the Juices ) we iirft lliew, what benefit and pro¬ 
fit arifeth from that kind of work-, that fo a Man’s 
labour may not be (pent in vain : To give fatisfadlion 
herein, 1 affirm, that the greateft and bell virtues of 
all Vegetables are hidden in a certain Salt which the 
Phyficians and Philofcphers call the Elfential Salt- 
Of this Sale all Vegetables arc full, but yet, one fuller 
than another as experience teftifies. Such Herbs as 
have net much tulle, as Lettuce, Coleworts, Rapes 
and fuch like have a lei’s portion thereof, and are 
therefore ealily putrefied. But fuch as are ffiarp and 
bite the Tongue, as Watcr-robbin, Arfmart , Laurel , 
pp r-ivon Scurvy-^rafs, all the kinds of Creffes, all 
the forts of R.idijhes, Letks, Onions, Gar licit, MuFiard, 


and fuch like •, alfo all bitter Herbs, as Carduiis bene = 
diftus, Wormwood, Fumitory, Efttla, CEc. all fuch as 
thefe are full of it. Befides, all fuch Vegetable plants 
as are naturally four, yield much of that Salt | 
amongft which, may be reckoned, unripe Grapes, fotif 
Apples , four Cherries, Wild Plums , rough (or wild) 
Grapes, the unripe Mulberries or Blackberries,) the riri- 
ripe Barberies , c rc. But yet fomeofthem yield more* 
others lefs Salt -, which inequality and changablehfefs. 
is accidental*for they areas to their natural fourida* 
tion like tach other. 

‘ NB. Some Herbs and chiefly thofe which'have a 
notable bitternefs, as Cardunsbenedittus , Wormwood* 
Fumitory, do (after their being Iqueezed, and wheiii 
their Juice is depurated, and the Phlegm draw off) 
and the remaining Juice concreted or condenfed ill 
the cold,) yield natural Nitre, and fuch as being pill 
upon a burning Coal will prefently burn up in 3 HamG • 
like the common Salt-petre which is ufually extracted 
out of the Earthdigged in Stables, and fo concreted* 
or cryftallizedj : As for other Herbs and Frulti 
which are not bitter, but have a piercing lharpnefs, 35 
all the Creffes , they (after their expreffion or fqueefr* 
ingj yield a volatile Salt, which does not brirn Jikg 
that which is drawn out of bitter Herbs: Such al 
have an acidity in them, as Sorrel , Barberries, Elbe's > 
curled Grapes , wild Apples 2nd Orchard ones, and 
thcr unripe Fruits, do yield another Salt, vil. a Sail 
tailing like the acidtafte of Wine, and refemblirig 
Tartar of Wine,in talle,virtue, efficacy & propriety* 

And now albeit that thefe three kinds of Salts arg 
unlike in talle, yet nowithllanding the One is moll tz~ 
fily tranfmuted into the other,'infomnch that Tdrtaf 
may be made Salt-petre, and Salt-petre Tartar, 
The third fort which ismore volatile than the others 
and which proceeds from the Creffes , Mufiard, Aron, 
Pepper-wort,&c. will eafily be turned into either of thg 
former. 

But as concerning this laft, it is virtuous in Medi® 
cine, as I have hinted to you in feveral places in my 
other Writings, but (fet afide its Medicinal ufe) and 
it is of but little benefit. The two latter, viz.. The 
Nitrous, and Tartarous are of various ufe. Th@ 
Dyers ufe Tartar in Dying their Cloths, and Salt® 
petre is ufed to make Gun-powder withal, and for 
the Tranfmutation of Metals, and other fuch likg 
Arts, as I have clearly proved in my Explication of 
my Miracttlum Mundi. Forafmuch therefore as both 
forts of Salt are ufed in great quantity throughout 
the whole World, and that there can fcarcely be had 
fo much as ferves for neceflary life, and upon thatac* 
count are always good Commodities,and that Salt-pe® 
tre is twice the value of Tartar, therefore ’tis but 
fitting, and well worth while to extract Salt-petre 
out of the Juices of Herbs and Trees, it being of 
more value, and better price than other Salts. But 
if it Ihould fo be, that there Ihould be fo much Salt® 
petre as that it Ihould be of a poor price, then may 
the Juices be turned into Tartar. But forafmuch as 
it will notenfily fo happen, that there Ihould be fuch 
a glut of Salt-petre, it will be the bell way, to im¬ 
prove thofe Juices on the making of it and fpecially 
becaufe it may at'all times ferve for the profitable bet-* 
tcring of Metals •, nor can ever fo great a quantity bi 
produced, but that it will fometime fell off. ’Tismore 
profitable, and better to ufe it for the bettering of the 
meaner Minerals than to make Gumpowderwith it* 
and were not that moll pernicious Art already tori 
well known, it were better to be without it, than to 
make it, fo far Ihould it be (from any one) to de* 
feribe the manner of malting Gun-powder. Bun 
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But forafmuch as neither my defire nor will tends 
to be any occafioner of hurting my Neighbour by the 
help of Salt-petre, but inclines rather to benefit him 
thereby} and to this end I have already clearly enough 
difcloled many mod profitable Arts which proceed 
therefrom, s'/T.in my Miraculum Muridi, and in the 
Explication of the fame, and moreover Ihall do in the 
following third and fourth part of this Book, about 
the bettering and concentrating of Metals- 1 am, ve¬ 
rily, confident, that none will interpret it in the worft 
part, if 1 Ihew the way of making Saltpetre out of 
Wood and other things^ that fo, our Country may 
by the benefit of (Tuch) Herbs, Grafs, and Wood, 
which otherwife, Iy a rotting, and are of no pro¬ 
fit, be enriched ( if it be only fold ) with abun¬ 
dance of Treafure, and may afterwards be fpent 
on moft profitable Arts, as may be feen in the Mira- 
aditm A'lundij and in the Concentration of Minerals 
and Metals. So that he that would not make it into 
Gun-powder, has no need foto do- 

Bclidcs thefc Virtues of Salt-petre which wc have 
reckoned up, there do daily more and more new and 
admirable ones fpring up out of the dark, all which, 
were they here to be fummed up they would even 
draw the whole World into an admiration of them- i 
But we will forbear to multiply more words concern* 
ingthings of fuchmoment} for it may eafily be per¬ 
ceived from what has been hitherto dcmonflrated, 
and from thole Publications 1 have made (by my Wri¬ 
tings) that many more, and greater things lie hidden 
in this Subject, which neither I, nor others know of. 
Dcfervedly therefore may Salt petre, or Nitre, be 
termed an Univerfal Subject, and Wonder of the 
World,notwithflanding many rude and unskilful Fel¬ 
lows, will upon this faying, fhrink up their Nofes, 
and audacioufly contradict me (and fay) that Nitre is 
not the true and Univerfal Diflolvent- 

But if Nitre be not that Univerfal Subject,then let 
thofe that prate again!! this Judgment or Opinion of 
mine, produce another and better Subject; which, 
yet, in my Opinion they will never be able to do. If 
it were not an Univerfal Subject, how comes it to be 
fo plentifully found to be in all things. Is it not found 
in all Vegetables? Is it not in all living Creatures 
that live either under the Earth, or in the Waters, or 
in the Air, or on the Earth ? Is it not met with (or 
found) in the inmoft Bowels of the Mountains, and 
even in the moft hard Stones ? I will demonftrate it 
in this Tmall Treatifeby moft clear Arguments, and 
will moft evidently evince it- 

In thefirft place, that all Vegetables have it, is al¬ 
ready clearly demonftrated and proved, for I my felf 
(and I am the firft,as I know oQmade trial and turned 
tueir juices into natural Salt-petre. But I will now 
fo evidently /hew the truth of this thing, that even 
thofe blind Back biters and DetraCters Ihall feel it 
with their hands. 

In the firft place therefore, I demand, whence the 
common Nitre is gotten? Is it not out of the Earth, 
which is digg’d out of the Stables where Bealls Hand ? 
for it has infinuated it felf into (or joined it felf with) 
this (Earth) palfmg out of the Excrements of the 
Bealls in length of time, and hath coagulated it felf 
therein, out of which it is at length drawn by pour¬ 
ing on of water, and then is boiled up into Salt-petre- 
Who can deny this ? I think no body can. So then if 
this be granted, that Nitre is found in the Stables 
where Cattle Hand, the Queftion is, By what means, 
and way it came into the Stables ? It is by the help of 


the Urine and Excrements which the Bealls have there 
call forth. 1 hen again, I ask whether or no thofe 
Bealls have thofe Excrements from their Meat and 
Drink, or from elfcwhere ? They cannot a rife from 
water, forafmuch as they drink nothing but Water: 
So that they muftnecelfarily have their rife from the 
food they cat, and that con lifts of the Vegetables, 
Grafs, and Herbs. Therefore we affirm, that the 
Salt-petre was of neccffity in thefe Herbs, and Grafs, 
afore the Bealls feeding on them. For if it had not 
been there it could never have been made in the Beafts 
Bodies that which ic was n^t afore. For their Sto¬ 
machs contribute nothing to this Operation, favc a 
bare putrefaction- And befidcs, the Countreymen 
do even the fame thing, for they gather up Stubble, 
the Leaves that fall from the Trees, the Grafs, and 
fuch like things, and put a great quantity of them in¬ 
to a Pit together, and there leave them fo long, till 
by the help of Putrefaction they are all turned into 
Dung, and therewith do they afterwards Dung their 
Ground fin fuch wife) as is wont to be done with the 
Excrements of Beafts. Therefore, forafmuch as 
that putrefied Grafs and Stubble doth dung the ground 
and render it fruitful, fas well) as the Excrements of 
Beafts, it mull needs be granted, that they have 
likewife Salt-petre in them. For it is not the Dung, 
but the Nitre in the Dung, that is, the Author of thac 
Dunging Impregnation and Fertility, as 1 have al¬ 
ready confirmed by Arguments in my Miraculum Man- 
di y and which will be fufficiently convincing proofs 
here in this place. 

I would therefore fain fee that Man that dares be fo 
bold and heady as to deny this thing, that the Effien- 
tial Salt neither is, nor can be made, Nitre. 

And now we come to treat of the Bealls in the 
Fields, of the Fiffi in the Waters, and of the Birds 
in the Air, that fo by a thorough examination of all 
thefe forts we may fee, whether or no they are 
enriched with Salt-petre, and whether or no their Ef- 
fential Salt be like the ElTential Salt of the Vegeta¬ 
bles, and can by the fame means pafsinto Nitre- 

In the firft place, and above all, this is hereto be 
confidered, as a main principle, (viz..) That all thofe 
things which dung the Fields and Lands, and fatten 
them, moll neceffiarily contain in them Salt-petre. 
For from this only, and alone, comes all the fertility 
throughout the whole Earth, which Axiome cannot 
be gainfayed. But now, that the Animals, or Beafts, 
Birds, and Filhes arc Partakers of the fame Virtues, I 
firmly gather from hence. 

Firft of all, it is not unufual for the Gardiners to 
put the Horns, Hoofs, and Bones of Bealls* 
to the Roots of Trees, and fo cover them over with 
Earth, and that on this account, becaufe they make 
them exceeding fruitful. This now is every where 
ufed : Likewife the Gardiners do every where buy up 
Hens Feathers, Hens, and Pidgeons Dung ; as alfo 
from the Tanners and Curriers the Offals or Shavings 
of the Beafts Skins, and their Hairs, and ufe them to 
enrich their Gardens. The Vine-drcflers alfo buy up 
the lhavings of Horns of the Comb-makers in many 
places where they can get them, by which, they fat¬ 
ten their Vines, far better than with Dung, and that 
lafts for nine or ten years. The Gardiners do like- 
wifebuy up from theTailors-bits'.or pieces of Woollen 
and Linen to dung their. Gardens when they plant 
Colworts. If they did not find any Nitre^ or Fer¬ 
tility in them, to what end would they lay out their 
Money on fo bafe a Matter ? To the Ignorant and 
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Unskilful, thefe things may feem wonderful and in¬ 
credible, becaufefuch a kind of dunging Land is not 
every where in ufe. He that is incredulous, let him 
go to Citen on the Rhine , and there he’ll find that 1 
have fpcken nothing but the truth- All thefe things 
do the Gardiners make ufe of according to their anci¬ 
ent cuftom, for from their Predecefiors learned they 
thefe Secrets- Nor know they what other reafon to 
alledge for their doing this, but only tell you, that 
they ferve exceeding well to enrich their Fields and 
Vineyards. 

But 1 do a fibred ly affirm, that ’tis the Nitre that is 
hidden in thefe things, performs this effeft: There 
is therefore far more abundarice of Salt-petre in the 
Superfluities (as Nails, Horns, Hair, C ?c.) than in 
their Excrements, or Dung. And I thus prove it. 

Firft, Bccaufe they will give you for one Sack full 
of the Shavings of Horns, half an Imperial, which 
is as much as will buy four or five fuch facks full of 
Cow, or Sheeps dung. 

Secondly, They will give the Tanners, or Curri¬ 
ers, above an Imperial for one Cart-load of the Sha¬ 
vings of the Hides, whereas with the fame Money 
they may buy three or tour Load of dung. Rags are 
fold for a quarter of an Imperial. Were they not vir¬ 
tuous oreffectual, why fhould they be fo dear ? This 
here lpoken, we have proved fo to be, by the cufto- 
mary prafticeof the common men only, as Husband¬ 
men and Gardiners. Were it lawful for me to re-- 
veal fomev.hat to the purpofc, 1 could teach how to 
extract out of every hundred weight of Bones, in 
Bealls, Birds, and Fifhes, ten pound of Salt petre- 
Bur this is not to be divulged- 

jv. , Jr remains in the next place, to confirm, that 
Nitre does net only lie hidden moll plenteoufly in the 
Vegetable andAnimal Subjeds,but that it may be dig- 
geef, or gotten out, and prepar’d of Stones, Rocks, 
Cliffs, Hollows of Mountains, and out of the plain 
Field’in a very many other places; and this is undeni¬ 
able, for ’tis evidently known, and if need were, 1 
could, for witnefs fake, make mention of many fuch 
Tcftimonies. He that is defirous of knowing more, 
as touching this fait of the Earth, let himperufethe 
ancient Philofophcrs. Butforafmuch, as every one 
hath not thofe Books at hand, and that many Men 
cannot underftand them, I will for Amplifications fake 
add yet one demonftration, to (hew whence that Ni¬ 
tre arifeth, which flicks on to, or fwells out of thofe 
mcift and old Walls of Honfes. Comes it not from 
the Mortar, with which t'.ie Bricks are joined toge¬ 
ther ? Not only all Stones are fit for making Calx, 
or Lime of, but alfo all kinds of Stones, which break, 
or grow in the Waters, like Drops, or Pci bles. 
Likewife, thofe ftony things which grow in the Sea, 
as Cora], the Pearl (hells, or Mother of Pearl, and 
Shell-fiffi of all forts, which being burnt, moulder in 
the Air, have in them plenty of Nitre, and will eafily 
yield it forth to thofe who have the way of extrading 
it difclcfed unto them. But this is not die place to 
mention itin, bccaufe 1 have determined to treat here, 
of only exprefling the Juices of theVegetables,concen¬ 
trating them, and making them gainful or profitable. 

Forafmuch as we have hitherto underftood (or 
(hewn) that Nitre or Salt-petre may be had from all 
things, w. from Herbs, Wood, fourfooted Bealls 

and creeping T lungs, from Birds in the Air, and Fi¬ 
fhes in the Water, yea from the very Elements them- 
felvcs, as Earth, Water, Air, and Fire -, It mull needs 
follow that it is that fo much fpoken of Umvcrfal 
Spirit without which nothing can either be or live: 


It is the begetter and dellroyer of all things •, in which 
all things are, as I have demonftrated in my Miracit- 
lum Mnn&i, out of the moll ancient Philofopher 
Hermes. I therefore hope, that no body will any more 
doubt thereof or oppofe himfclf with a perverle flub- 
bornnefs againft a truth fo manifcltly known. Were not 
the Ihortnefs of time an impediment unto me 1 could 
moll eafily produce more arguments and thofe too 
more pregnant- If any one is minded firmly to cleave 
to his own ftubborn perverfenefs,even Hermes himfelf 
fhould he arife from the dead,would lofe his Labour in 
teaching him } and therefore let them keep their con¬ 
tumacy to themfelves. 

We have fufficiently confirmed and that by argu¬ 
ments enough, that Salt-petre is an univerfal Subjed, 
and every where to be found. Hence it may be eafily 
believed that it mayalfobe metwithin woods,and that 
more llrong, more powerful, more corporal, palpa= 
ble, and vilible than in any other Subjed: Upon this 
account therefore is it to be alfo fought for,and drawn 
forth out of them too. But forafmuch as fuch an 
Extradion cannot be made afore that the Juices aro 
prelloutof the Wood, out of which Juices the Ni¬ 
tre is to be drawn forth, the whole Art confilts in 
fquec 7 .ing out thefe Juices, but yet by another kind of 
way than is done with Herbs. Therefore the due 
Preffes being fitted ready, I ffiall be able to ffievv him 
who requefteth it at my hands (fo as he does not enda¬ 
mage me) the way of fqueezing them- For to pro- 
flrate a work of fuch great moment to every ones 
view, whereby thofe that are unworthy, fhould par¬ 
take of fuch great Secrets, and by which a thing of 
fo much value fhould be obnoxious to a common A- 
bufe, is not verily, either neceflary, profitable, or 
laudable- Let not any one therefore take it arnifs, 
that I have fo careful a regard of things fo confidera* 
ble- Let it fuffice, that I have deteded the thing, 
wherein fuch great Treafureshave hidden themfelves, 
which hitherto arc profitable to no body, but are ea¬ 
fily acquirable, or to be had. Do but look a little 
upon thofe moll vail Woods of Germany , which arc 
llored with fuch mighty abundance of Trees, that 
wood is of no account. There hath been none as yet 
that has converted them unto their ufe, fave a few, 
who in fome places make Pot-allies of the wood they 
burn; and yet they have but fmall gains therefrom, 
becaufe they can’t have vent fufficient for as much as 
they could make by their burning the wood, nor do a= 
ny ufe them, but Soap-boilers, and Dyers. 

Belldes, 1 never as yet faw the Man that duly at¬ 
tempted that-Artifice, and fo adminiltred it as to get 
therefrom a greater gain. For fometimes they ga¬ 
ther fcarcc an hundred weight of Pot-afhes out of the 
burning of ten or twenty great Trees, and they can 
hardly have above five or fix Imperials for it- And 
nowconfider but the great Labour and Sweat in burn¬ 
ing fo much Wood into Afhes, and of boiling the 
Alhesinto a black Salt, and then of making this Sale 
red hot in peculiar Furnaces, that it may become 
white, green, or blueifh \ all this confider’d, ’twould 
make a Man admire what’tis that could flirupthofe 
that follow this work, or order it to be done, to fuf- 
fer fuch a quantity of Trees to be burnt up, for fo 
very little profit. But what need many words ? They 
have the wood for nothing, and (asthe Proverb runs) 
The half White of the £?£, is better than the empty Jhell . 
Haply if they knew how to make any thing better,or 
more profitable out of their Wood, they would not 
omit fo to do. 

How many hundred weight of wood, are they to 
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burn afore they have one hundred of Pot-a(hes? But 
row if the Juices that are Iqueez’douc of them were 
boiled intoSalc-pctre, they would get ten times the 
profit with far lefs trouble. 

Let us compute the cafe, and fuppofe that out of 
an hundred pounds of Wood, there are fqueczed 
forth twenty pounds of Juice, and that from thefe 
twenty pounds of Juice, you have fome4 or 5 pounds 
of Nitre, and that a midling Oak or Beach will load, 
when deft, fometen Carts, and each load hold twen¬ 
ty hundred weight. Now then, one hundred yielding 
five pound of Nitre, a load of twenty liundred.yields 
an hundred pound of Nitre-, the Tree that is about 
ten load, yields a thoufand weight. 

Now we’ll put cafe that a hundred weight of Nitre 
yields twenty Imperials, which being ten times mul- 
tiplycd, makes two hundred Imperials for ten loads, 
or for that one Tree divided into ten loads- 

But to wave fo accurate a computation, and not to 
extend it too far, we will fuppofe a hundred of 
Wood to hold only three pound of Nitre, and a load 
to be about twenty hundred of Wood; this load will 
yield Sixty pounds of Niter, and the Tree ten loads, 
fo there will be Six hundred pounds of Niter. If 
now one hundred (of Nitre ) will colt ten Imperials, 
that Tree will yield lixty Imperials for the hx hun¬ 
dred pounds of Nitre. The fmallnefs of the coll (in 
making it) makes the labour the more profitable -, 
nay, if by this invention of mine, the price of Nitre 
lhould fall down, even to ten Imperials (which not- 
withftanding, will not fo cafily come to pafs ) yet 
would the gain thereby be great, yea ten times more 
than that which comes from the Pot-afhes- But he 
thac knows how to ufe this Nitre, for the concentra¬ 
ting of Metals, (concerning which the three follow¬ 
ing parts of this Book fliall treat) will not have any 
caufc of fear, that this Nitre will lie on his hands and 
yield him no profit. 

By what hath been faid, the well-minded Reader 
will eafily perceive what vail treafures are oft-times 
before his eyes, and through ignorance lie as yet un¬ 
known, and not ufed to advantage. What man 
knows God’s end, in producing to light fuch great 
Myftcries and Secrets of Nature, in this moll filthy 
Dregs of the World ? To give thereof a Reafon, we 
will not tire our underltanding, but give moll hum¬ 
ble thanks to God for fuch great myfteriesthat he 
hath revealed for the comfort of many men, and will 
pray unto him gracioufly to bellow on us his fatherly 
blefling, to the end that we may well ufe fuch great 
gifts fo freely bellowed. 

But now if any lhould be of the mind that it is whol¬ 
ly unneceffary, that this Art lhould be made publick- 
ly known, becaufe that Gun-powder is made of 
Salt-petre, and that by Gun-powder many Cities and 
molt Itrong holds are overthrown, and nothing isto 
be expelled thenccfrom, but Slaughters and De= 
ftrudtion: To fuch, I anfwer, Thac it was not for 
this end thac 1 difclofed this moll great and moll pro= 
fitable Art, that by its bafe abufe I might help on thefe 
horrid Calamities; but my aims have been chiefly at 
this, if haply any new Foreign Enemies lhould 
invade our moll dear Country (which is a danger we 
feem not far off from) we might be able to receive 
them with like Arms or Weapons,- and by a jult de¬ 
fence drive away fuch a Calamity. 

And withal, that thofe moll thick and vail Woods 
being defpoiled of their thicknefs, may not for the 
time to come be a Iheltcr fot Thieves and Robbers, 
as likewifefor wild beads, all which oftentimes do 
much mifehief. 


And farther, That : tnany thoufands of Men may get 
their Food and Rayment more Commodioufly and 
more cafily, and may make good Gold and Silver 
Ironi the unprofitable Wood. For by means of this 
Art, thoufands of moneys may be gotten in our Ger¬ 
man Countries, without any hurt to our Neighbour. 
Nor is it needful to cut down any great Tree, for the 
fuperfluous Branches or Loppings, and the ihrubby 
briary Underwood which is all about the Trees? and 
doth chiefly afford a paflage to the Stags, and 
hiding places to other hurtful CreaturJs, will befuffi- 
cient for this kind of ufe or imploymenr- 

The other Trees that grow up aloft may be prefer- 1 
ved to build Houfes withal, which may be employed 
about Hunting: And befides, when the Trees are 
freed from that thicknefs, and have thereby a free ac- 
cefs of Air, they will the more eafily dilate their 
Boughs, and grow up taller. And then too, thofq 
wild Bealls that are profitable, will (when fuch vaffc 
deal of underwood or Ihruboinefs is taken away) meet 
with fatter pafture, and with more plenty of Grafs, 
and efcape by having a freer Courfe from the purfu- 
ingVVoolves, which now they are letted from by; 
thofe moll thick Shrubs and Bufhes. But yet if fo be 
that in fuch places in which is fuch a deal of Wood, 
and to no man ufeful; a good part even of the great 
Trees lhould likewife be cut down, and ufed about 
this Artifice of ours; yet notwichllanding there would 
not arife to the Pofleffors thereof any lofs, but much 
Profit; and when all’s done, there would be yet re¬ 
maining a huge multitude of Trees- Confider I pray 
thofe mofc fpacious Woods the Ardncmie-, Ottonic 
Semanty and Bohemian Woods, and many others 
which the Countries in Germany are cloathed (or en¬ 
vironed) with. 

Can it be imagined, that they can at all be leflcned 
by the Glafs Furnaces, or the melting of Minerals and 
Metals. 

Thefe places that are one year bared by cutting 
down the Trees, you fhall fee in few years covered 
over again, by the benefit of nature, with new Trees; 
fo that it cannot poflibly be, that though even a very 
great many Preffes lhould be ufed to prefs the Juices 
out; fuch a vail immenfnefsof Woods lhould be eX- 
haulled, and make any fenfible diminution of the 
Wood. 

But now, if any one fhall believe thefe writings of 
mine, and {hall, after the afore-mentioned way, fee 
about the Concentration of Wine, or Corn, or Wood ; 
I do faithfully affirm unto him, that 1 have in this 
Book openly propofed the very naked Truth, with¬ 
out any difimulation, and havenot omitted any thing 
fave the revealing of the Preffes, which for certain 
caufes 1 conceal. 

And therefore I certifie every one, that I will not as 
yet divulge this moll wonderful fecrct, of thus-boiling 
Nitre out of the Juices of Wood, or elfe I would have 
deferibed the Prefs too- Befides, though a man lhould 
even fee the Prefs, and know how to make it, and 
were ignorant of the purification and concentration of 
the Juices, he would not bring the Art to effedt; fo 
that, without my inftruftion, the work cannot fo 
eafily be made publickly known. And though this 
feems to be a thing fo mean, yet this fqueezing out of 
the Juices of Wood, is far beyond (or richer) than 
the operations on Wine or Corn. But I doubt not 
but that many, well confidering of this unheard of, and 
very gainful Artifice, will begin to think whether or 
no good Nitre may not likewife be gotten out of o- 
ther Subjects eafie to come by. Now then I rnullme- 
thinks needs inftruft thefe, Ths 
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The common Follile Salt,and Sea Salt may by the be¬ 
nefit of this Art, be alfo turned into Natural Nitre ; 
but I judge it needlefs to fpeak more of this, for as 
much as that which 1 have already mentioned concer- 
ing the Wood feems abundantly enough. Breifly,God 
doth in all places fet before our eyes His Omnipotency, 
where he gives not V Vood, there vouchsafes He Stones 
and Bones, out of which Nitre may as well be extract¬ 
ed, by thofe that are skill’d in this Art, as it may out 
of other things. And where Fire is wanting, there is 
Water however- But I know that it is certain, and 
pall: all doubt, that by the certain experience of Art, 
plenty of good Nitre may be made outofSca Water. 

Now if any lhall object and fay *, Thou affirmed 
that Nitre is to be found in all places ofthe World, 
but especially in Wood and Stones;, but yet, that there 
are many places which have neither Wood or Scones, 
& have only a Marlhy Moorilh Soil, which brings forth 
Grafs only : By what means can Nitre be there, or 
in what things, or what places fliould it be fought for, 
thinkeftthou there? 

I anfwer ; 1 have already, in what hath been faid 
afore, confirmed, that Nitre may be drawn in large 
quantity even out of Grafs; but verily there’s nofuch 
need here of fo doing, to rob the beafts of their food, 
and to ufe the Grafs about Nitre-making: For the 
Chcefeand Butter that come from the Grafs, will ea- 
fily yield more than the Nitre that’s made thereof, 
would; God deals not founjultly or unwifely with 
the Creatures as to give his bleffings with a liberal hand 
to one, and take the fame away from another : No, 
no; The Treafure of his Riches is inexhauftible, and 
he gives his Creatures largely to partake of them •, nor 
doth that axiome (or maxime) which is fo very ufual 
in this perverfc World, prevail at all with him, «t. 
The fall of one is the rife of snot her; but his will is, 
that all fhould have their necefiaries abundantly fup- 
plyed, that every cne fhould have enough, and that 
every thing fhould come to perfection. Therefore it 
is not at all nccelfary, that Nitre fhould be extracted 
out ofthe Food which the Beafts live on, becaufe it 
may cafily be extracted out of other Subjects which 
which bring not any profit to Man or Bealt, and this 
in great quantity too. For in fuch plain low Coun¬ 
tries and moift watery grounds, where you fhall not 
meet with either Mountains or Vallies, or Stones, or 
Wood : The moft gracious God hath, like a pro¬ 
vident and wife houfholder provided for the inhabi¬ 
tants, giving them a certain kind of earth inlaid with 
many Roots and Fibers that grow therein, which the 
jD;ifd?call'<IorC, we Tmfs, the which they ufe inftead 
of Woods, to boil with, and about other neceffary u- 
fes; fo that they may cafily be without the wood, 
which is yearly brought them in fuch vaft quantity out 
of other Countries. Now thele fame Turfs contain 
in them the like Eflential Salt as Wood does which 
Nitre is extracted out of. 

As concerning Stones, they do notin thofe places 
fhcvv thcmfelves to light (as lying deep) if you except 
fuch as are burnt (or Bricks) and which are brought 
hither to build houfes withal, yet God hath bellowed 
on them a matter fufficicntly apt to make Lime withal, 
fo that they may be without, even Stones themfelves 
The Shell-fifties of all Sorts (ferve to this work), and 
fometimes the raging of the Sea, drives the Fifties fhclls 
afhore by heaps, and like little hills, the which being 
carryed by the Inhabitants into the Cities and Villages, 
they put them in the Lime-Kilns, and reduce them by 
a Itrong tire into good Lime, and that by means of 
the Turfy fireing we mentioned but now; fo that I do 
not fee any reafonwhy, in thefe Countries that are de- 


ftitute of Wood and Stones, there fhould be found lefs 
Salt-petre than in others, in which huge quantities 
both of Wood and Stone are found. Nay, rather I 
affirm, that there is more there, than is in almoft any 
Country of Europe-, for do but compare the price of 
Turf and Wood, the Wood is dearer, the other chem 
per ; befides the Wood is harder to prefs out,and this 
yields its juice more eafily. 

So then, from all the foregoing dcmonflrations I 
abfolutely conclude, that there is not ahyqilaceinthe 
whole World, wherein great quantities of Salt-petre 
may not be made. 

And if 1 fhould fay, that there is not to be foniid 
in the whole world any places in which Nitre may ba 
eafier and plentifullier made than in the low Countries 
of Germany, as Brabant } Holland^ Zeala/id , Flanders , 
Friefeland , the Groningen Fields, the County of Emdane y 
and all thofe Countries which run as far as the German 
and Baltickjsea-tin this their moorifh kind of ground ; 
verily I fliould not fpeak untruth, but if need were, [ 
could witnefs it of a certainty. 

But left my Writings fhould remain too obfeure and 
unknown to fuch as are unskilled, and that fuch may 
not overmuch torment their Brains by unneceffary 
Pleadings how this may be effected, I judge it altoge¬ 
ther neceffary openly toconfefs the Truth before eve= 
ry odc, and fay, That Nitre or Salt-petre, were but 
its true ufe known, is juftly and worthily to be accoun¬ 
ted of as the grcatefl Treafure ofthe whole worJd,as 
being a thing by the help of which, good Health, Ho¬ 
nours, and Riches may be purchafed ; and this we 
fhall confirm in the three following parts. If then than 
this be granted, then this alfo will be yielded too,that 
the Subjett-mattcr out of which it is extracted, is not 
to be defpifed, but to be highly valued; and therefore 
ought Wood and Turf to have their due Honour given 
them, concerning which, I have by many Arguments 
affirmed, that the one of them is every where in the 
upper Germany in great plenty, and the other in the 
low Countries of Germany , (nor doth thefe at all come 
fhort of the others) and that both may and ought to 
yield Nitre. Befides, not only the bare Turf is here¬ 
to ufeful,butlikcwife the hitherto thrown-away afties, 
which are every where call out as unprofitable. 

NB- They are notufeful in waffling, as wood-afhes, 
with which the Laundreffes make Lyes, and being they 
are not, they are thrown away as good for noughr.Buc 
yet there is in them a great quantity of a certain fait, 
which being inverted by Art, palfeth into Nitre ; 
therefore through meer ignorance is there call away, 
together with thofe Turfy afhes,a vafl quantity of un¬ 
ripe Salt-petre, from whence a mighty profit might 
redound to thofe Countries, but being improvidentlv 
thrown away, is meerly loft. But yet I would not 
have any imagine, that the Salt which is made of the 
Let of 1 urf-alhes, is prefently Salt-petre ; no,for ’tis 
needful that the fubcilty of Art be firft thereto ufed, 
afore fuch a Salt be brought to that pals, as to burn 
like Salt-petre : But yet care is to be taken, that that 
Art become not common, for then fo Noble a thing, 
and fo profitable to our Countries, will be known by 
Enemies as well as Friends; which to prevent, it mufb 
be warily handled, and the principal work here requi-- 
fite is this, viz.. That it may not be publifhed fo im¬ 
prudently, as to render the ungrateful and unworthy 
partakers of the fame, as well as the thankful and 
worthy ones- 

By thefe things here fpoken may every one fee and 
gather,that God is no refpe<fter of Kingdoms and Prim 
cipalities,and provides for fomc better than for other 
fome ; all Men are His Creatures and Heirs of all His 
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Goods, iffo be they be but willing, and do not llub- 
bornly oppofe and flight the Divine Grace, and do 
not wantonly caft it away and negled it: Concerning 
which we Ihall fpcak more in the following p3rt, 
touching the Concentration of Minerals. 

This we mull yet farther add, viz.. That common 
Salt-Nitre is in all Coafts, in all Tradts or Continents, 
and in all Countries ; yea, even in allthofe places in 
which there’s neither Wood, nor Stones, nor Leaves, 
nor Grafs, nor Earth, nor any bottom of Earth : As 
for example; Near Greenland^ where the Sea is faid 
to have no bottom, where the Whales are caught,and 
which do greatly inrich the Merchants with their fat 
or oil: Did they but know, that the remaining Flelh 
and Bones were even yet of great ufe, and knew they 
but how to turn them into Salt-petre,they would pre- 
ferr it far before their Fat, for the fake of which, fo 
much labour and trouble is undertaken; for in the flelh 
of one Whale only (which as it is, is not at all profi¬ 
table to any man) I dare fay, that there may be found 
2.0, 30,40,50, yea, fometimes ico Centenaries, or 
hundreds weight of Salt-petre. And fo likewife the 
Intrails of the dried Stock-filh that are caught in If and 
and Norway, Ihould 1 affirm, that they would even al- 
moft excel the Fifh it felfin value, I Ihould not be de¬ 
ceived. I find no difficulty that might hinder me from 
affirming this to be agreeable to the Truth. 

'Do not the Salt-petre=men preferr the Nitrous 
Earth that’s found in old burying places (if they can 
have it) far beyond other Nitrous Earths ? And this 
among others, that mod excellent Examiner of Me¬ 
tals, Laz.artts Ercktr, in his Book of examining of Me¬ 
tals, affirms, and gives this Earth the chiefelt place. 
Nor is it to be wondered at,that of late in Poland , to¬ 
wards Mnfcovy , where formerly great Battels have 
been, and m 3 ny thoufands of men (Iain, and by rcafon 
of the multitudeofthem,have (after the Battel) been 
thrown into deep Caverns of Mountains for the eafier 
burying them) there hath been a great quantity of 
Salt-petre extracted out of the Earth. Were there not 
gain and profit to be gotten, thofe men that are im- 
ployed in the extracting and boiling it, would not Jay 
out fo much Money on unprofitable Allies of Carcafes. 

But to pafs this by, let any one make but this Expe¬ 
riment : Fill fome Veflel with Bulls or Ox-blood,and 
put it in a warm place till it putrefie and be turned as 
it were into Earth ; then extract a Lye out of this 
Earth, and boil it fo long, till a little skin appear on 
the top, then lay it by in a cold place, to (hoot into 
Cryftals,or little Stones, and thefe will be true Nitre. 

NB. There isanotherand more compendious way 
of extracting Salt-petre out of the blood of Animals, 
which belongs not to this place to treat of; let us but 
compute the account a little. If there are yearly kill’d 
in fome great City fome ten thoufand Oxen, befides 
Calves, Hogs, Sheep, and Goats, and the blood be call 
away as unprofitable, f now an hundred weight of blood 
yields fome 5, 6, 7, or 8 pound, or more, of Nitre. ] the 
queftion is, How many Hundreds of Salt petre is loft ? 
That this may be the more clearly evidenced, viz.. 
That there is much Salt-petre in all Beads, Fifties,and 
Birds, take another Experiment: Let a Bead, Bird, 
or Fifh be laid in fome warm place, where no Rain 
conies, to putrefie, out of the Carcafs there will come 
Worms ; of thefe Worms or Maggots take about one 
pound, more or lefs, put them in a Glafs with a nar¬ 
row neck, ftop the glafs with Paper only, and fet it at 
the Sun, but not too hot, and in a fewdaies the worms 
or maggots will be turned into water -, then pour out 
this water into a Copper Veflel tinn’d over, clarify it 
with the whites of Eggs, as Vegetable juices are wont 
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to be clarified ; then evaporate the clarified Juice, by 
little and little, by decoCtion, till it be covered over 
with a skin; as we have taught you in the Vegetable 
Juices ; then fet it by in a cold Cellar, and there will 
ffioot good and natural Nitre, but efpecially if that 
Liquor fliall have flood a while afore in the air. 

The (elf-fame Experiment may any one make with 
other Vermin that arife from Fleffi or Cheefe, and he 
ffiall find that even living Creatures have Salt-petre in 
them: fo then there is nothing to be found, wherein 
that Univerfal fait of the World is not feen to be-, 
but in fome the fait doth fooner put on a Salt-petre na¬ 
ture, and in others it is already made Saltpetre by 
Nature. 

Let this ferve as an example, viz.. The Eflential or 
Univerfal fait of Vegetables, Animals,&MineraIs,is in¬ 
deed in its own nature nitrous, but it does not con¬ 
ceive any flame afore it has attracted life and flame 
from the Air. Further, one fait attracts that Life 
fooner and willinglier than another docs, according as 
it is by Nature framed. By how much the more vola¬ 
tile and urinous the falts are, fo much the fooner do 
they change thcmfelvcs into Nitre ; and by how much 
the more biting and more corrofivc, fo much the more 
difficultly and flowly do they put on the nature of 
Salt-petre. But bccaufe Nicre is a fait that partakes of 
both natures,we. of a Urinous and Corrofivc Nature, 
and is compounded as it were of both a Urinous and 
a Corrofive Salt, therefore by the help thereof one 
skill’d in Nature may eafily help the falts,and makeof 
them whatfoever he pleafeth. Nor is there in the na¬ 
ture of things any fait, but may by the help of Art be 
turned into Nitre ; but efpecially thofe falts which 
are fublimed by fire, and are elevated by the force 
thereof; as likewife thofe that are in the Urine and 
Excrements ofall Animals; yea more, Animals, Vcge« 
tables, and Minerals themfelves do eafily alfume the 
nature of Nitre : This now is the firft: degree of falt c . 
Another degree of falts are thofe that are fomewhat 
fixer, (as the Sons of Art call them) and are fuch as are 
left in the fire, from Vegetables, Animals, and Mine¬ 
rals : Thefe do more hardly pafs into the nature of 
Nitre ; but the hardeft of all,•are thofe falts which are 
in the third degree,as common fait,Sea-falt,Mountain 
or Fofllle fait, Alume and Vitriol; for by Art are even 
thefe brought to that ftate, as to pafs into true Nitre, 
but harder than the former, for they need a longer 
time for tranfmutation, than the abovenamed flying, 
volatile, and urinous falts- And therefore I would 
not have any of you to opinionate, that when 1 fay in 
my Writings, that this or that fait may be converted 
into Salt-petre , afloon as ever it is extracted out of the 
Lixivium , or by barely calcining with fire,that (I fay) 
itjhould prefently be true burning Salt-petre ; no,there 
is a yet farther time thereto required, whereto it may 
attradl its life and foul out of the Air, and become 
burning or inflamable. 

Every common Barber and mean-pared fellow, 
knows that the mod-S^A'/wre hitherto made,hath been 
boiled out of a Lee, drawn out of the Earth taken out 
of old (tables, wherein Sheep and other bcafts have 
flood. And why, I pray, out of the old (landing pla¬ 
ces of Sheep, Oxen, and the like Cattel, and not like¬ 
wife out of the new ? It is on this account, becaufe 
old Stables do not only in long Procefs of time imbibe 
more fait out of the Excrements and Urine, and con- 
fequently yield more Salt-petre; butalfo thofe very 
falts (that come from the Excrements of the beads) 
and which is the main thing, have in long procefs of 
time received their foul or life from , the air, which 
new falts have aot as yet attained unto ; For 
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1 st any one boil, and try his conclufions on the frefh 
Dung and Urine of Animals, as much as he lift, they 
will never become Nitre,unlefs they draw their Life 
out of the Air. Let any one take fome good Salt¬ 
petre, and mix it with Earth, and defti 1 o.f the Spirit 
in a Retort, there will come over into the Receiver 
Rich a (harp and corroding water,as will dilTblveMe¬ 
tals, Stones, and all other even the hardefl Mercurial 
Bodies, and yet the Salt-petre was not corrofive be- 
fore.but it hath gotten that degree of corrofivity from 
the fire’s operation. Comrariwife,let fome good Salt 
Nitre be taken? anti,be calcined in a Crucible, with 
burning Coals or fuch-likc other matters as will burn 
or calcine it: By this operation it will be changed in* 
to a very fiery and fixt Salt, but not fo corrofive, and 
thus it will diflolve all Fat, Oils, Greafes, and fulphu- 
rcous Bodies, which thing the former corrofive Spirit 
will not do; for fuch bodies as are diflolveable by 
this fixt and urinous Salt,the former acid Spirit leaves 
them untouch’d •, and on the other hand, it will dif- 
folve thofe bodies which cannot be difiblved by the 
fixt Salt, and yet are they both extrafted out of one 
and the fame Subject, by the help of the. fire. Hence 
may it eafily be conjectured, that this is an Herma 
phroditical Salt, and partakes of both natures, feeing 
it puts on both (or either) of them; for the Philofo* 
phical Maxim witnefleth, that every thing hath its 
Original out of that into which it can be changed and 

refolved. , , 

Now when I pour the acid Spirit that deflilled over 
into the Receiver,on that fixt Salt again,they are both 
of them diverted of their nature and property; the 
Spirit lofeth his lharpnefs and acidity,and the fixt fait 
puts off its fiery nature,and fothey both become again 
an Hermaphroditical Salt, but yet not prefently, but 
’tis necelfary to allow them fome time of [landing to¬ 
gether in the Air, whereby they may receive that life 
and that burning nature which the Fire hath depri¬ 
ved them of. But yet notwithftanding, this comes 
fooner to pafs in this, than in other contrary fubjeds, 
becaufe thefe two Contraries have heretofore already 
been one Salt- petre; for fuch as never have been Ni¬ 
tre, but are hereafter to.be fo, require a longer abode 
in the Air. Thefe inftrndions we give to thofe that 
might haply think that Salts may be animated without 
the help of the Air. 

And now, that I may perfectly demonftrate that 
Salts do get their life out of the air, without any en- 
creafing in weight thereby, and not from elfewhere, I 
will give you this following example. Take i /. of 
Honey or Sugar,’and let it be dilfolved in ten pounds 
of Water, and let this Water be fetfor fome weeks in 
a warm air,the Honey or Sugar will be as a magnet to 
this Water, and will by attrading a life out of the 
sir turn it into (harp Vinegar, and that without any 
thing at all encrcafing the weight of the fame- By this 
means Water,by the addition of Honey, Sugar, Malt, 
or any other Vegetable Juice, will, by the operation of 
the hidden and attrading eflential Salt, pafs together 
with it into excellent Vinegar. But now fomeor other 
may imagine that the Honey, or the juice of the Fruic 
and Corn, have in them an hidden acidity, which by 
the help of the warm cncompalfing air, hath revealed 
it fclf, and l'o did not attrad its birth out of the air : 
But 1 will fliew you the contrary, as follows : Take a 
pound of Honey, Sugar, or fome other Vegetable 
Juice, and force it over in a Retort into a Receiver, 
and you will find that there will deftil over 10 or 12 
lots (or half ounces) of infipid Water, and fo many 
of acid water }the remainder is a dead afhes,and have 


nothing in them •, the Vinegar and Phlegm that afeen- 
ded, will not yield one pound of Liquor, and the Vi¬ 
negar it felf, with its acidity,will fcarcebcfo rtrong in 
tarte as thofe ten pounds of water that are turned into 
Vinegar by the air. 

This now demonftrates, that there was not in the 
Honey any more acidity than what was thence drawn 
out by the help of deftillation, for the remaining allies 
have not any tarte at all. But put cafe that the acidi¬ 
ty which is driven out of the Retort into the Recei¬ 
ver by the force of Fire, Ihould be as (harp as Ay. for¬ 
th, (when astho’ itisfcarce asfowre as Vinegar) yet 
would it hardly make ten pounds of Water fo acid as 
to be compared with the other which is made by the 
efiential Salt and the Air ; fo that it is evident that 
the acidityfas being a life)is drawn by the Magnetick 
Virtue of the Honey out of the air. 

But as touching thisEflential Salt of Vegetables,its 
being a Magnet, to extrad an acetous fpirit out of the 
air, and communicate it to the dead water. You arc 
here well to obferve, that the univerfal fpirit or fopl 
of the World may be drawn out ofthe Air many and 
fundry waies. In the aforementioned Example of Vi¬ 
negar is a fpirit extracted, which is fit for the con¬ 
verting of Vegetable Liquors into Vinegar* InHerma- 
phroditical falts, the Univerfal Nitrous fpirit becomes 
burning,as in Wine, Ale, and Metheglin. All thefe 
are fo made by the means of air, without which no 
Wine or Ale can ferment, and without fermentation 
it is impofiible for a burning fpirit to be generated; 
which faicl Fpiritis eafily afterwards turned intoVine- 
gar, and this Vinegar into Nitre,and this Nitre again 
into a burning Spirit or Vinegar •, for every Life is of 
one and the fame original, and may by the benefit of 
Art be changed out of one nature or property into a- 
nother. 

Solikewife the fame istobeunderftood in the gene¬ 
ration of Salt-petre, a 11 Salts of Animals, Vegetables, 
and Minerals are dead,afore they get themfelves a life 
after a magnetical manner out of the Air,and be made 
into Salt-petre j for amongrt all falts, none deferve to 
be called a Live Salt , but that one of Salt-petre , which 
by the Philofophers is called the Watchful Dragon 
which likewifeatthe beginning was dead,but hath got 
himfelf a Life out of the air- By all which it is molt 
clearly manifeft, that the life of all things arifeth out 
ofthe air, and that thofe Creatures which come not 
into the air want Life.and that fuch things as already 
have life, are choak’d and die if the air be taken from 
them. Hence comes the death of all things, by afup- 
prefiingor taking away of air, (in which air the Life 
of all things conlifts)what way foeverit be done by, 
as the aforefaid example ofthe Vinegar teacheth ; 
for if Honev or Sugar were not made thin with Wa¬ 
ter, there would never have hapned that changing in* 
to Vinegar. So likewife Grapes , Apples , Pears-, Bar¬ 
ley , Oats , Wheat, were they not moiftened with water, 
but remained dry,they never would get the nature and 
property of Vinegar,and that for this reafon,becaufe 
the air could never infufe its life into a dry and fhut-up 
body. 

This they well know who are imployed in making a 
quantity of Vinegar ; and upon this account do they 
in Summer time fet their Veflels open to the Sun, and 
in the Winter, they keep them in warmftoves near the 
fire, and both afore and behind, and at the bottom dp 
they make holes to give the Airentrance, that fothey 
might the fpeedilier promote the changing of the 
Wine, Ale and Metheglin into Vinegar. 

They likewife know this too, that even rtrong Vi¬ 
negar 
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negar if it be a long time fhut and kept from Air, cor¬ 
rupts and dies. The which thing, feeing it is to be 
as well underftood of other Subjects, as of thefe here, 
viz.. Salc-petre and Vinegar,we may affirm thus much, 
That by how much the more of warm Air comes to 
the Wine or Ale, fo much the fooner will they pals 
into V inegar- And by how much the more of warm 
Air the Salts draw, fo much the fpeedier will they 
draw a Life thereout-of, and put on theinfelves the 
nature and property of Salt-petrc. This is the rea- 
fon why the Salt-petre boilers do fometimcs turn or 
dig up the Earth from whence they have had Salt¬ 
petre, and moiften it with water, that fo the Air may 
the more commodioufly penetrate that Earth by its 
operation, and infufe Nitre thereinto. But yet this 
bufinefs goes flowly on, and may be compared with 
that where a man prelfeth out Grapes or Apples a lit¬ 
tle, and then expofeth thofe Reliques of the 
prefs’d Grapes or Apples to the Air, or elfe grinds 
Malt fomewhat grofly and moiftens it with water and 
fo fets it by that it may be endued with the nature 
and virtues of Vinegar: It would indeed come to pafs, 
but yet much ilower than if Wine, Ale,or other Drinks 
were fet by fo, without the huskinels or bran: The 
fame is to be obferved in the making of Salt-petre. 
By how much the more, the Air toucheth the Salts, fo 
much the fpeedier will it reduce them into living Ni¬ 
tre. This may be feen in old walls that are built in 
moift places, you fee how the Lime fprouts out and is 
converted into Salt-petre. We fee not the fame thing 
done in the infide of the wall, where the Air can can¬ 
not penetrate into it. Hence know I of a truth, that 
it is not the husks of the Grapes, nor the husks or bran 
of the Corn grows four, but it is the thin Juice or Li¬ 
quor that is either prefled out of them, or extracted 
with water. And 1 likewife fee that’tis not the Afhes, 
nor Calx vive, nor the like calcined things that be¬ 
comes Nitre, but only the Salt that is hidden in them. 
Therefore feeing that all calcined things being moift- 
ned with water and for a long time expofed to the 
warm Air do extract a Life and Decome Salt- petre,and 
that the Afhes and Calx are like a dead Earth and 
never yield Salt-petre, but remain a dead Earth. 
Likewife, forafmuch as fuch Earth doth not at all 
conferr ought to the generation and making of Salt¬ 
petre, but is rather every where an hindrance there¬ 
unto, whereby the Air cannot aflociate it felf to the 
Salt-, therefore do I feparate the earth, body, (hell, 
and ufelefs garment, and keep the Salt, and I introvert 
it by the Air and turn it into Salt-nitre, but yet not 
without the addition of Water,in which the Salt is dif- 
folved and rendred more fit for extracting a Life out 
of rhe Air ; for otherwife Ihould the Salt remain dry 
this tranfmutation would be a tedious while a bring¬ 
ing to the defired end. 

If therefore the Salts that are prepared by the fire 
are diflolved in water,and the water be together with 
it kept by peculiar Inftruments in perpetual motion, 
and fomcheatbe alfo thereto adjoined, fothat there 
( be not the lead Atoms of the Salts to be found which 
have not the unceflant penetration of the warm air^ 
and which are not animated, fbecaufe the warm air 
and motion do in all places touch and vivify the Salts): 
Such an operation as this does more in four Weeks, 
l than if the Salt lay in the heaped np Earth and open 
to the air (far longer) wherein it would not in a whole 
! years time attain to fo great a change. But this per¬ 
petual agitation and heating confifteth in a certain 
wooder, lnftrument which may of its own accord by 
an uuceafing motion heat the Salt-water, fo as that 
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every Week a growing alteration may be evidently 
feen and perceived. It is not of any great charge, and 
one may get ready as many Vcflels to be filled with 
Salt-water to make Salt-petre with (as he pleafeth ) 
for one Man can manage an hundred of them or more 
and conferve them in continual heat and motion, fo 
Chat a Man may keep fuch an Arc fecret as long as he 
pleafeth. And as concerning the ordering the fait by 
the help of the fire and getting it a magnccick and at¬ 
tractive faculty afore it be dilfolved in water to be put 
into the Veflels i and alfo how the )( Veflels are to be 
prepared, this cannot be conveniently declared in 
writing, but it is expedient that as well the manual 
operations requifite for the endowing of fait with a 
magnetick faculty,as the Inftruments neccflary for the 
turning it into Salt*pctre be alfo well lookt into, with 
all the appurtenances thereto belonging. Any ona 
will eafily comprehend them all, and be able to imi¬ 
tate them ■, yea far eafier than any grofs or great 
work, and it may be improved in any fubjeCt whatever. 
It is not any fordid kind of operation, but pure and 
clean, it needs notany making of Lixiviums, nor any 
decoCtion, nor any evaporation, but perfeCleth it felf 
without impediment or retarding the w’ork, and coa¬ 
gulates the Salt into Nitre. Verily it is a moft deli¬ 
cate and molt profitable invention, from which many 
others may have a beginning and flow. 

Thus have we declared and proved that the foul of 
the World vivifying dead falts, and turning them in¬ 
to Salt-petre, adds not unto them either weight or en- 
creafe, and yet neverthclefs it is of fuch abundant ef¬ 
ficacy and power as to reduce them all to Life, which 
Life is no other thing but the little Bird of Hermes^ 
and eafily admits of being efteemed for the moft no¬ 
ble amongft all the Creatures GOD hath made, fet a- 
fide but the foul of Man, and may by the help of Art 
beagain extracted out ofthe Salt-petre.But that I may 
mention the thing more openly and more clearly; 
I fay,that the Tales muft(by the help of Fire and Art) 
firft get a magnetick and attractive power and faculty 
afore they can draw a Life out of the air. Now then, 
after that the univerfal Life of the World is caught 
and fettered as ic were by the falts, and hath 
turned the dead falts into living nitre, yet that life 
lies hidden in that Salt-petre invifibly, and can but a 
little or fcarce any thing at all (hew out or difpay its 
virtues by reafon of the Grols body of the fait. 

NB. If fo be that any one (halibut knowhow to 
draw out this Life again out of the Nitre, and bring 
it into a body, and make it vifible,he (hall have a thing 
fo admirable that he’ll fcarce find the like fas I be¬ 
lieve) in all natural things. For there is fuch a fweec 
and red Liquor, as to light, thence had, that one only 
fmall drop will tinge athoufand parts of water with 
a Golden colour: which(faid Liquor) I have not as yet 
brought to a conftant or fixed Medicine, but do make; 
ufe of it in Medicine (as it is) and I find in it things 
wonderful. But this little Bird (as far as I know) 
cannot be again extracted out ofthe Nitre by any o- 
ther fubjeCt than with a net artificially prepared of 
Sheeps-skins. 

Such a worthy thing as this is, do I rank in the num¬ 
ber of great fecrets and myfteries, and I fuppofe it to 
be that work which the knovvledge=de(iring be¬ 
ing holpen by Medea who was moft skilful in the 
Chymical Art, took away from the Dragon, and 
called it the Golden Fleece : But I would not have any 
one perfwade himfelf that 1 (peak here of fuch a Tin¬ 
cture as is extracted out or fixt Nitre (and likewife 
th« fame is extraftable out of Salt of Tartar) by Spi- 
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ritof Wine. No, that is no true Tincture, but the 
Spirit of Wine is fomewhat altered and tinged by the 
fixt fait. But that Liquor of mine is the true, occult) 
and inmoft Tindlurc, Virtue, and Life of the Nitre> 
and is of a golden Nature, but plainly flying and vola¬ 
tile, one drop whereof doth fo gild an whole lmpe= 
rial, as if it were gilt over with Ducket Gold. 
This TinTure cannot be changed or altered by any 
contrary Mcnftruum, be it Corrolivc or Urinous, no 
nor by Acjua-fortis^ or Liquor of Salt of Tartar; the 
like of which is fcarce to be found in all nature. 

For ifthere be aonoll delicate colour drawn out of 
the Vegetables, as Ccchenele, Saffron, and fuchlike, 
by the help of the Spirit of Wine, and there be dropt 
therein but one only drop of Aqua-fortis, the colour 
will prefently turn pale, and if you add more, it will 
vanilh for altogether. Or clfc if a drop of the Liquor 
of Salt of Tartar fliould beputtherein, it would pre- 
fently change colour and become duskyilh. But now, 
this true Tincture of Nitre,or Soul of the World fuf- 
fers not any change from either of the contraries. 
And iliould one have even a metallick Tinfture, or ex¬ 
tract even from Gold it fclf, yet would it not ftand in 
this tryal, but would be precipitated either by the 
acid or the fixt falt,and feparatc from the Menftruums. 
But ours doth conftantfy abide in every trial, and re- 
lifts both the contraries. 

I do therefore repeat what I have often faid, that 
there is more lies hidden in Nitre than many thoufands 
of Men can pcrfvvade tkemfelves of. But becaufc it 
is fo vile and abjedt a thing, no body thinks that there 
lies hidden any thing of good therein. But do but 
read the chicfeft of the Philofophers, and you fhall 
therein find that they do enigmatically point at Nitre, 
and do call it the Dragon which is to be flain by its 
Brother or Sifter afore it parts with its Treafurc ; 
But enough of this- 

The things hitherto mentioned, have I produced 
for this cndjthat my Neighbour may be the better cer¬ 
tified concerning them. All the Philofophers Books 
are full of this thing, nmongft whom, Hermes , and 
BaftlValentine excel, who have written moft clearly. 
Paracelfits faith openly, Alchimy hath found it in N itre. 
The late Philosopher Nnfment y hath publifhed a 
Treatife of the Salt and Spirit of the World, and is 
verily moft worthy the reading, which (faid Book) 
I commend to the Reader that ftudies thefe things. 
Therefore do 1 here again repeat what I have fo oft 
reiterated, viz,. That Salt-petre is the moft admira¬ 
ble, the moft excellent, and the moft powerful Subject 
of the whole World,whofe wonderful properties can¬ 
not be enough fearchM into. But becaufe it hath its 
rife from dung and putrid rotten things the greateft 
company of foolilh ones do defpife it, but the fmall 
company of Philofophers and Wife-men (who are 
thofc that know what admirable virtues it has) do moft 
highly efteem it, and fet thereon a great value. The 
veil difpofed Reader will clearly find more as to its 
virtue and efficacy, in the three following parts. 

O thou the original ofall good things,and Treafurc 
of all TreafurcSjVouchfafe that we may well and right¬ 
ly improve this earthly and fading Treafure,and may 
fo fearch after, and ufc it unto the end, that we lofe 
notthechiefcft good, but may rather find and keep 
thee for ever. 


An Admonition , adjoined as an Over-flits. 


I N thefirft Chapter of this firft part of the concen¬ 
tration of things, have I plcnarily manifefted, by 
what means, new Wines and Mufts are (by the help of 
an Artificial condenfation ) to be brought into a nar= 
row compafs, that fo they might be carried into far 
remote places wherein there are no Wines, and may 
there be fold to great profit. But yet I forgot to 
fiiew,by what means the favour which the winy Jui¬ 
ces contracted in their concentration, is wholly to be 
taken away in the fermentation when they are again 
diffolved in water, that fo the Wines made of thofe 
Juices may not have any untoward and unpleafans 
tafte. ’Tis an Artifice without which no man can 
eafily, quit himfelfin this Art of making Wine. But 
that I may certify every one hereabouts, the Medium 
(or Bafis) neceftary about the precipitation in this 
work is no other thing but common Sulphur excellent¬ 
ly well purified, a little'portion whereof (according 
to the nature and property or difpofition of the Juices) 
is to be hereto added, which muft boil up (or ferment) 
with the Wine, that foit may draw to it felf all the 
filths, and all the ftrangc odour, and favour or tafte in 
the fermentation and by precipitation call them down 
to the bottom, which being done the Wines become 
fweet, clear, and get a good favour. Furthermore it 
istobeknownby what means (feeing that there are 
many feces and defilements that will feparate them- 
felves out of thofe kinds of Wines as well as out of 0- 
thers, and fettle to the bottom ) even they are to be 
put to fome ufc, that fo there may not be any lofs, 
but that the gain may be by fo much the greater. 
Divers ways arc there of making profit from them; as 
for inftance,The remainingWines may by piefied out 
in bags, or elfe they may be turned into Vinegar, or a 
fpiric may be thence deftilled, and the remaining grofs 
matter be boiled in water, and the Tartar therein dif« 
folved,and preft out in bags, that it may fo Ihoot into 
Tartar. But as touching this exprefiion 1 have taken 
care to have a peculiar Book publifhed at Norimherg , 
(viz.Tbc'freatife of the Lees of IV inc.j So that it is wholly 
needlefs to make any mention of the fame, in this 
place. The Courteous Readerjmay ufe it to his occa- 
fions, as being fuch a Book, in which he will find the 
faid prefiingoutthe Wine and Tartar, and alfo the 
making of Vincgar,clearly deferibed, with all the cir- 
cumftances thereabouts, and without all queftion if he 
rightly underftands me, and fets about the work, he 
will do himfelf a great deal of good. 

NB. But if fo be that any (hall know the Art of 
turning the Tartar of thofe Faxes into Salt-petre, (and 
fuch a thing may be done and that in a very fhort 
time) he will get twice the profit, that is to be gotten 
by making Tartar of them ; forafmuch as he need 
not put himfelf to the inconveniency of prefling them. 

In the fecond Chapter of this firit part where men¬ 
tion is made of the concentration of Corn, there it 
has been alleadged that the remaining husks or branny 
parts which remain after the extraction of the Juices, 
may be made to yield as much yea more Moneys than 
will pay the cofts about the Corn. But it is well 
known,that thofe reliques that are left in your boiling 
up of Ale, arc improved to fatten Beads with. If 
now a Mcdimnttsfi meafurc of about fome 6 bufhels) of 
Corn doth coft half, nay even a whole Imperial, thofe 
reliques (that are left of it in working) can fcarce 
coft lefs than one eighth part of that Imperial. And 
now out of fuch a Medimnus or meafurc of fuch re- 
- “ ' liqueSj 
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liques, they would very hardly when turned in the 
Beafts, into nutriment,havcmade in them two pounds 
growth of (lefli, the price of which (faid two pounds ) 
would not amount to the eighth part of the laid Im¬ 
perial: Whereas now, if thofe reliques were handled 
after the afore-mentioned way of reducing Wood into 
Juices, they would eafily yield as much, or more Salt¬ 
petre than the price of the Corn was at the beginning. 
So that here’s an enriching Treafure offers it felf to 
the pious and diligent Houlholdcr, whereby he may 
do good to thofe in need. 

In the third Chapter of the firft part, is mention 
made only of the Concentration of Wood,of the pref- 
iing the Juices out of the Wood, and of the making 
Nitre; But becaufe there is not every where fuch 
great quantity of Wood, as to imploy it to the ma¬ 
king of Salt-petrc without omitting the more neccfia- 
ry ufe of it, yet notwithftanding the cafe may be fo or¬ 
dered as that a great quantity of Salt-nitre may be 
made of the Leaves of the Trees and the Grafs that 
grows under theTrees,and there’s no need to cut down 
the Trees,if a Man has no mind fo to do. Befides too, 
in fuch places where there’s but little Wood and much 
Corn, even the very ftubbleor ftraw ( of the Corn) is 
fit enough to be made into S 3 lt-pecre. So that there 
is no place where there is not matter found for the 
making of Salt-petre. 

And therefore 1 cannot forbear but muft needs teach 
all pious Houlholders (whether they have their Houfes 
in Cities or in Villages) a certain eafie Artifice, by the 
help of which they may gather a Treafure for their 
Children, without any labour and cofts,and fuch a one 
as Thieves can never rob them of. 

And now, feeing I have revealed in this fmall 
Book, for the benefit both of Rich and Poor, high 
and low, three Artifices or Workmanfhips by which, 
Wine, Corn, and Wood maybe made more profita¬ 
ble ; but yet have not brought any affifting help to 
fuch as want both Wine, Corn, and Wood, I have 
judged it worth the while(that fo eventhey who have 
nothing, and yet nevcrthelefs defire to provide for 
their Wives and Children in fome honefl way) to be¬ 
ftow on them a fecret Art, whereby they may feek 
their advantage or profit. And 1 hope the thing will 
redound to the Honour of God,and to all our Healths. 

Befides, I will fhevv away to fuch as have no inheri¬ 
tance left them from their Parents, nor have any thing 
come to them by Marriage,by what means they may 
without labour and trouble get a Treafure for their 
Children. 

Firft of all, Let fuch a one take care to have fome 
fhade or hovel made, to join to that fide of his dwel¬ 
ling that lies in the middle’twixt the North and the 
Eaft part of Heaven, or fome other more convenient 
place, fo as to admit the Sun and Air to it, but to keep 
off the Rain. Under this Pent-houfe or Hovel, let 
him dig a large Pit, and with the Earth he digs out let 
him make banksround the Pits-mouth that fo it may 
keep the Rain off of every fide- This done, let him 
each day in every year, or whenfoever he can conve¬ 
niently carry and throw into that Pit thefe following 
matters, fo long till his necefiity forceth him to dig 
all out again, and to fee how much Treafure he hath 
gotten, even whileft he fiept. Now thefe mattersare, 
All fharp and bitter Herbs, growing in by places, a- 
mongftbufhes, and in the wayfides, and fuch as the 
Beafts feed not on, ziEfuL^Cicuta or Hemlock, Hem 
bane, Fumitory, the thick ftalks of Tabaco that are 
thrown away in thofe places where it is planted, the 
hard ftalks of Colwort, which the Beafts eat not of- 


and likewife all thofe tilings they leave in their 
Trough^; likewife Firr tops or Apples if you have 
them at hand; alfo the Leaves tint fall from the 
Trees in Autumn are to be gathered; alfo Pigeons- 
dung, and Hcns-dung, Birds and Hens Feathers; all 
the Allies which VVomen ufually make their Lees 
with, and other Allies tint are not fit for that ufe, as 
alfo fucli out of which the Lixivium or Lee is already 
extracted; the fooc of Chimneys, Hogs hairs, the 
horns of Oxen and Cows, and the bones which the 
Dogs eat not of. All thefe matters may he throw in¬ 
to his Pit, and that he may the fooner fill it, he may 
gather as much as ever he car..from the bordering 
places, and throw it therein, that foinone or two 
years time he may with all thofe things fill up his Pit. 
Mepn while he muft pour into the Pit the pifs gather¬ 
ed in his Houfe,and that he may have enough he muft 
alfo get as much as lie can from his Neighbours, fo as 
to keep the things thrown in the Pit in a continual 
moifture, whereby they may the fooner putrefy. In 
want of Urine, common Water may be taken; if 
Sea-water or other Salt-water can be had, it will be 
the better. Alfo the Brine of Fifhcs-picklc, and the 
faltingorfalt-watcrthatFlefhis macerated (or pick- 
led ) in are of good ufe in this bufinefs ; likewife the 
Blood ofOx'en, Cows, Calves, Sheep, which you may 
eafily have at the Butchers; all thefe things putrefy¬ 
ing together do put on the nature and property of 
Salt-petre- 

If now, all thofe matters in your full pit fiiall have 
well putrefied, then ceafe from pouring on any more 
moifture, and all the things are to be left fo long till 
they are dried. And then if you need Money, let a 
Salt-petre maker be fought for, and bargain with hint 
about the price of drawing out your Salt-petre by wa= 
ter,of making it, and felling it- This done, call the 
remaining Earth again into the Pit, together with the 
remaining Lixivium that fiiot not into Nitre, and 
there leave it for a year or two, and moiften it fomc- 
times with Urine, or if yon have not this, with com¬ 
mon Water. T his Earth will again yield Salt-nitre, 
but not above half fo much as at firft. 

NB- If you ftand not in need of Money, let the 
matter lie,and as oft as it dries, fo often moiften it a- 
gain with the aforefaid moifture, that fo the Nitre 
may more and more grow and increafe. By this 
means fhall fuch a one gather a fecretTreafure,& lhall 
not know almoft how he came by it- If he needs it noc 
himfelf,his Children will find it. Thieves&Souldiers 
will notfteal it away. If one Pit be full then ano¬ 
ther may be made, that fo nothing at all of thofe 
matters, which otherwifeare moftbafe, (but in this 
cafe moft fuitable ) may be loft. Now if there were 
but only one in every Village that were appointed to 
exercife this Labour, there would be found out as it 
were in a fmall Country many thoufand hundreds of 
Salt-petre, and fo thefe matters ftill ferving for the 
fame ufe, there would never be anv fcarcity of Salt¬ 
petre. And now, Nitre being prefent, Gold and Sil¬ 
ver are not far off. Let every one obferve this, and 
eftcem it. Men will fometime or other at laft, become 
thrifty and wife, and will fee what blindnefsthey have 
been pofteffed with. 

Give GOD the thanks, and be helpful to thy 
Neighbour. GOD hath bellowed on me, I beftow 
on thee, do thou likewife beftow fomewhac upon 
thy Neighbour, and it will be well with us all. 


M m m m 
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Cl)e ftofpetttp of (Hermann 

Wherein is fhewn, 

By what ttfeans Minerals may be Concentrated by Nitre, and turned into 

Metalick, and better Bodies. 
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For the benefit of my Country, and of all fuch as affectionately and induftrioufiy follow after 

Metalick Affairs. 


Friendly Reader* 

Have taught in the firfi part of this Book., by what 
way the Vegetables , as Wine, and Ale, are to be con¬ 
centrated, whereby they may yield more profit than 
hitherto they hatye done, and alfo, how Wood is to be 
reduced into Salt-petre. In this prefent Second part, fhaU 

be taught, how the Saltpetre is to be ufed, and how, by it 
Minerals may be Concentrated, and wrought into Afetal- 
ick Bodies. And as to this Concentration, thus Jlands 
the cafe ; that is to fay, for afmuch as a good part of Mi¬ 
nerals are of very little ufe, and lie neglected as things of 
no worth, and prove not profitable to any one, (whereas tf 
there were Men that under flood but the Art of it, there 
might redound a great benefit to the Lands where they are. 
Jt i hath feemed to me worth while to declare it to my Coun¬ 


try, nor doubt I but that there will arife fome diligent in* 
genuities, who will lay the thing to heart, and take care 
thereabouts, and will even fet their hands to the worrit 
felf, and thence get much profit ; which to me would be 
very pleafing and acceptable, Therefore (in the Name 
of God) will I fet about the manifestation of the Gifts 
of God (which lie every where unknown, and wholly dif* 
efleemed, and which yield no Man any fruit ) and lay 
them open before the Eyes of the whole World, that fo they 
may be bet ter known hereafter, and be of more benefit to 
the Country, And I befeech the mofl Wealthy, and the 
mofi Ancient Houfholder,our mofl merciful Bather, to be* 
flow a Bleffing,andgood fuccefs on this my endeavour,that 
it may tend to the Honour of his mofl Holy Name, and 
the health of all our Souls. Amen. 



Of the difference of Minerals, and what is underflood by the Name of Minerals, 


A S concerning the word Mineral, why all Fof- 
file and Metalick Mines are fo called afore 
they have been wrought upon, and brought 
by the fire into Malleable Metals, I judge it 
but of fmall moment to make any tedious Comment 
thereupon; befides, others have long ago throughly 
treated of that,and yet it makes but little to the thing 
it felf. But my purpofe is (at prefent) to teach,what 
means fuch little efleemed Minerals may be made ufe- 
ful, and profitable by ; but afore I begin this work, I 
will recite, and Ihew the many forts of Minerals that 
there be ; then next that, I will fhew how, by the be¬ 
nefit of fire, and the hands of the Artificer, they may 
be converted into better bodies, and become ufeful, 
and profitable for Mankind. 

Under the Name of Minerals are comprehended, 
or reckoned thefe following, viz. Antimony , Auri- 
pigment , White, Yellow, and Red Arjenick., Cobolt, 
L'pis Calaminaris , Zi>f, Bifmute, or the Silvery 
Man hafite , likcwife the Goldtn Marchafite, Pyrites , or 
Copperas ftones. Vitriol of various kinds; as alfo, 
its kindred, may be added to the number of Minerals. 
And albeit, that fome do alfo referr Alurne, Salt¬ 
petre, Sal-Armoniack, Sal Gem, and others of that 
kind to the rank of Minerals, yet cannot 1 acknow* 
ledge them for filch, or reckon them up amonglt the 
number of rhe above mentioned, feeing there is no¬ 
thing Metalline to be found in them : Such only there¬ 
fore do 1 call Minerals, that have in them a Metalline 
nature, and which do admit of being joined with o¬ 


ther Metais, and of being molten together with them 
in the fire, and out of which the known Malleable 
Metals, may be extracted. Thefe are they which I 
intend to treat of, and will fee, what good is thence- 
from extrattable. 

And firltof all we’ll fpeak of Antimony. 

Antimony is the noblclt Mineral of all, not Only 
becaufe it doth for the moll part contain Gold in ir> 
but upon this account too, becaufe more eminent Me¬ 
dicines may be thencefrom prepared for the ufe of 
Mankind. In the Mine=pits it has its peculiar Veins *, 
that which is found in Tranflvania, hath fome little 
bigger portion of Gold in it, and is accomptcd of as 
the belt in all Europe, next that is the Hungarian 5, 
which likewife doth fometimes contain no contemp¬ 
tible portion of Gold; next is the Fcchtenbcrgtck, which 
is found at a fmall Town call’d,in th eGerman Tongue, 
Gold-Gronack.\ the Po'onian fort, and that which is 
found in molt places of Germany, contains but little 
Gold, or noneat all ; but there is fome which has 
much Silver in it, and (for the mofl part) is nei¬ 
ther wont to be ufed, nor delired, or fought for,fave 
by the Letter Founders, and thefe ufe it to make their 
Matters flow- Alfo many do ufe it (viz. 5 ) in Me¬ 
dicine, and do much good therewith, but it hath cer¬ 
tain Enemies who arc none of the wifeft, and fo is ha^ 
ted, and rejected. But yet there lies in it more hid¬ 
den good, than all its Enemies are able to conceive of, 
witnefs my Panacea, which is mentioned in thefc- 
cond part of my Pharmacopoeia Spagyrica, 
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And Bxfil Valentine, certainly an excellent Philofo- 
pher, writ the Triumphant Chariot in its Honour, 
which is an exquifite Book and profitable to read. 

But as concerning the way of making a Rcgulusout 
of Antimony, and as to the ufes it fervesfor, that I 
have deferibed in the fourth part of my Furnaces. 
Moreover, as to the manner of depurating Gold 
thereby, and cleanfing it from all Heterogeneous mix* 
tures, and as to the graduating of filver, thereby, 
that it may become Golden, all this have I fpoken of 
in the Explication of my Miraculum Mttndi ; and as 
to what other effects may profitablybe done.thercwith 
in Metalick Operations, fiiall be Ihown, partly in this 
Treatife, partly in the third and fourth enfuing parts. 
As concerning the way of feparating it in quantity 
out of the Ore, per defeenfum, istobefeenin George 
yigricola's Book, that he wrote of the Metalick Art, 
and in others; nor indeed belongs it to this place to 
fpeak thereof- * 

Of Arfenick. ' 

jlrfenick likewife is a good Foflile, or profitable 
Mineral, and is put to many Ufes. It alfo hath its 
lingular, or diftinft Veins in the Earth, whence it is 
taken; it is forced out of the Ore by Afcenfion, and 
Defcenfion, and is purified for ufe: It is found white, 
yellow,and red. Alfo fomcfilvery Mineralsor Ores 
do in their folution, or melting-, yield much Arfe- 
nick, which the Melters of the Ores do catch in 
Chimneys or Funnels made for that purpofe,and keep 
it for ufe*, concerning which, you may read in George 
jigricoMs Writings. So likewife, Cobolt yields Arfe- 
nick, and fo do lome Golden Minerals, or Ore *, 
that which is feparated from a Minera of Gold, per 
defcenjitm, is very red, and auriferous^ and this,thofe 
that deal with Metals, have experience of; which, 
if they feparate not from the Gold Ore afore they 
melt it, it carrys away a great part of the Gold, 
and hides it in its Belly in the melting, fo that they 
would not have fo much Gold as there is in the Ore. 
For indeed, fuch a kind of Arfenick, is an unripe 
Gold, as lhall be hereafter proved: So then, there lies 
more hidden in that Contemptible, and Venomous 
Arfenick, than any one will eafily perfwade himfelf 
tobelieve- There arc alfo Medicines prepared out 
of it, but fuch, as ferve only to be externally ap¬ 
plied, in inveterate, and virulent Evils, as the Can¬ 
cer, and Fiftula. It is alfo ufed in Colouring and 
Dying Cloaths, concerning which, you may perdfe 
my other Writings- 

Of Auripigment. 

This Mineral is in a manner of the fame Efience 
that Arfenick is of-, but this does not come forth of 
Minera’s, or Metalline Ores, but hath peculiar Veins 
of its own, in which it is generated -, it is an unripe 
Mineral, and doth for the moft part alfo contain 
Gold. It is exceedingly Poifonous and Volatile, and 
therefore it is but little ufed, fave only by Painters- 
It can be fixed by Nitre, and it makes Copper white, 
and brittle, as Arfenick doth: And it fuffers it felf to 
be fublimed out of its yellownefs, into Tranfparent 
Rubies, which are ufed for Ornaments fake. 

Of Cobolt. 

Amongft all the Minerals that are to be found Co. 
belt is the moll poifonous; it’s an unripe filver, and it 
ofttimes yields in melting good filver, yet one fort 
more than other i fome alfo there is which hath not 
any Silver at all, andis ufed about the sky : eolour’d 
Smalt, to help make it, with an addition of Fufile 
Sand, and Potters Alhes- But when they meet with 
that which has Silver in it,they feparate it thencefrom 
byFufion; befides, it may be fofixt by the help of 


Salt-petre as to yield permanent Silver, as fiiall anon 
be fpoken of- 

Of the Silvery Marchafite. 

The filver Marchafite, or Wifmuth, is a known 
Mineral ‘, it’s every where found to and again in the 
filver Mine-pits, as well as Cobolc is, but yet it is 
much more fixe thanCobolt; neither is it of fo poi¬ 
fonous a Nature. It is gotten out of its Ore, or Mi¬ 
nera, molt eafily by a fmall flame of wood fire, and 
is ufed by the Pewterers to make their Pewter hard, 
founding, and fluxile- Likewife, out of its fcoria 
or drofly parts, is the blue Jmalt alfo prepared, 
which the potters ufe to glaze their Pots, and the 
Glafs^mer. to makesky-colour'd Glades- It doth ve¬ 
ry frequently abound with much filver, and ’tis rarfc 
to find any that is wholly void of filver: And if it 
holds fo much filver, as is of more value than th£ 
Marchafite can be fold for (as ’tis barely Bifinite Jthejl 
feparate it, if nor, they leave it in it- For if an hun¬ 
dred weight doth not contain 20 or 36 Lots, or halt 
Ounces they do not feparate it, bccaufe the Marcha¬ 
fite will yield fo much-But now,the Silver may begot¬ 
ten out of the Marchafite, by Salc-petre, fo as that 
the remaining Marchafite fhall lofc nothing of it$ 
goodnefs nor be at all fpoiled, as I have Ihewed in the 
Explication of my Afiraculum Mnr.di. 

Of the Golden Marchafite. 

The name'of Marchdfitc is proper to every unripe Me- 
tallick matter(and isJof as many forts as there are Me: 
tals-,hereupon the matter which has Gold in it,is called 
theGoldcnMarchafite; that which has Copper,theCop- 
pery -, that which has iron,the Irony,and fo that which 
abounds withSulphur,is called the SulphureousMarcha* 
fite. But now there is Sulphur in all theMarchafites,and 
fometimes Arfenick too, but (the Golden ones) have 
more of Gold than the other Marchafites have ; Be¬ 
fides, out of all kinds of Marchafites proceeds (for the 
molt part ) a Vitriol, which fhews the uature of that 
Metal, which the Marchafite contains; one while Cop¬ 
per, fometimes Iron -, ’tis rare to find a Marchafite 
that hath no Metal at all in it \ if it hath nothing of 
Gold, Silver, or Copper, yet has it Iron, and gives 
out of it felf a Vitriol ufeful for Dyers, and which fuch 
as prepare slqua-fortis cannot be without. 

Of Zink. 

Zinkji s a Volatile Mineral,or a half ripe Metal when 
it is drawn out of its Ore. It is much clearer and 
brighter than Tin, yet not fo malleable and fluxile 
as Tin is, and it is ufually put to Tin to make it 
brighter and harder. VVehave it not much grow¬ 
ing in Germany, but great quantity of it is every year 
brought us by the Merchants out of the Eaft-Indies. 
The way howto prepare it for Medicinal ufes, have 
I deferibed in the firfl part of the Philofophical Fur¬ 
naces. It is a goldenbut an unripe Mineral, it gives 
Red Copper a Yellow Colour and turns it into 
Brafs, as Lapis C alaminaris doth ; and indeed that 
fame Stone is nothing elfe but unmeltable Zink , and 
this Zi»kjaay properly be called a fufile Lapis Calam- 
naris-, for as much as both of them partake of one na¬ 
ture. But with Zinl^, there is moll an end conjoined 
Lead too, and then it is not fit to make Brafs of, unlefs 
the Lead be firfl taken thcreoutof -, fo it is at Gojlaria, 
where together with the Minera or Ore of Zink is 
Lead alfo digg’d out mixt amongft it, and is called a 
Lead Ore, though there be contained in that Ore, 
four times more of Zink than there is of Lead, and 
yet they burn up the Zink for to have the Lead, which 
Lead hath fomc Silver in it. In the melting it flies a- 
way in fume, and it is a volatile and combnltiblc Mi¬ 
neral, and fublimes it felf up into the holes of the 

Furnace,’ 
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Furnace, whereupon the Melters or Founders are con- j 
drained to knock it oft'frequently, leaft it flioold too 
much lefien the Furnace ; this matter they knock oft, 
they callCalmei (which is Lapis Calaminaris) and. 
which turns red Copper into Brafs, with encreafe (of, 
its weight) ; and fo verily by means of the not-kriow- 
iag or being skill’d in this Ore,a great quantity is year¬ 
ly burnt up and loll. Sometimes the founders do ga¬ 
ther fomewhat of the Zink, which is molt excellently 
excellent; but that Ore might be melted with far grea¬ 
ter profit, if they did not fo burn up thfc Zink, and 
force it into funic j ' ut feeing men are hardly drawn 
back from an old cuftom, it muft be born with. 

But yet (I fay again) if that Ore were handled in a 
due manner, there would redound far greater profit 
thencefrom than now doth.' Such a kind of Mineral 
as this is doth Wcftphalia alfo yield, which the foun¬ 
ders there accompt for a Leaden Ore, becaufe it has 
fome load mixed with it, but when it comes to be 
freed or molten it goes (all) away in fume, and there¬ 
fore they fay, it is alfo a Calmei or Calaminaris Ore, 
andfoit lies unuled. ‘ . 

Of Calmei or Lapis Calaminaris. 

Calmei Ore is digged out in many places in Germany, 
but there is none of fuch note as that which is found 
at Aquifgrane, for that is wholly void of all kind of 
Leadynefs, and much different from that of Gojlaria , 
or Wcftphalia • and therefore it is alfo very fit to make 
Brafs of, which is there made in plenty, and farther, 
this has Gold in it, though not fo much as to quit the 
Coftsof feparating it. But there is no Mineral richer 
with Gold than this, and could it but be ripened (and 
1 doubt not at all of the poflibility of fo doing) a good 
deal of Gold might be drawn out from thence. 

As concerning whatelfe may be performed with 
that Mineral, 1 have formerly told you in my Firft 
and Second Part of Furnaces, nor is it needful to treat 
of the fame thing more at large in this place. 

Of Common Sulphur*. 

Sulphur or Brimftone is the molt known, moft ufed, 
and moft combuftible Mineral of all. As touching 
its ufes in Medicine, and in Alchimy, about the repa¬ 
ration of Metals-, may you find fomeching mentioned 
by my felf, in the writings l formerly publiihed, and 
in the writings of others too. 

But at prefent we will only mind you of this, viz.. 
That it is the very Foundation and Root of all the 
Metals} for tis rare to find any mine wherein Sulphur 
does not (hew it felf. Very many places in the World, 
is Sulphur both made and digged out of the Earth, in 
very great quantity, & that chiefly in Jjland, and in /- 
tr.ly , nigh to thofe always burning Mountains, Hcckla 
and Zcfuvius • it is alfo drawn out of Marchafitcs/w 
J.'efcenfum in many places of Germany, fo that enough 
of it may every where he had for a little money- 

Thcfc arc the chicfcft Minerals that 1 ever knew of, 
and tliefe arc they which arc commonly fought after, 
and applied to ufe. Butnow, befidesthefe, tlierearc 
fo many various kinds of Fofiiles and Minerals to be 
met withal, that one cannot reckon them all up, or 
give them peculiar Names. One contains Sulphur, 
and Arfenick, another. Cobolt and Sulphur ; ano¬ 
ther Antimony, and Arfenick, and of that kind are 
there very many more. But yet thofe that we have 
reckoned up, are the moll known, and moll in ufe, 
and rhercfoie (hall at prclent be fufficieiTt for us to 
fpcak of. 

Having now taught what Minerals are, and which 
of them are moft known & uled ; I will now teach, in 
the next place,by what means they may (by the help of 
Salt-petre, & of other Subjects) be fixed, concentrated,) 


imbodied, or brought into Metals, fo as toberen- 
dred profitable for the ufe of Mankind, and which o- 
therwife lie every where to and again negledled and, 
are wont to be of no elleem. 

And as to the Concentration of Minerals, thus (lands 
the Cafe.with them •, they are either to be fixed & fub- 
dued, as’twcre by the help of Salt-petre, that fo they 
may not fo fuddenly fly away in fume in the fire, and 
be burnt up, but may abide the fire and fuffer them- 
felves to be molten ; or they are to be reduced into 
bodies by the help of Metals, thatfo they may come 
in ufe, and that by augmenting the Metals, as Lapis 
Calaminaris does, or they are to be purifyed, fepara- 
ted, and made better, as Ihall be mentioned of Sul¬ 
phur, Antimony, and the others, that fo thofe kind of 
Minerals of which there lies to and again, at prefent, 
great quantities, wholly negledted, and profitable to 
no body,may hereafter be of ufe and benefit- 

And firft of all, as to the fixation of the Minerals, 
the way of proceeding is thus, viz. The Mineral is 
to be powdered, and to be rnixt with equal weight 
of burning Salt-petre, and fo to be fired, that the com¬ 
buftible arid volatile part of the Sulphur may be forc’d 
away, and the Mineral may afterwards brook the fire 
the better, and be molten and forced downwards (per 
defeenfum ); which operation I have treated of in the 
explication of my Miraculum Mnndi, and therefore 
think it needlcfs to repeat the fame thing again here. 
By this mean therefore may Arfenick, Auripigment, 
Cobolt, Zink, B if mute, and other Volatile Minerals 
be in fome fort fixtby the inflaming and burning up 
with Salt-petre, fo as afterwards to endure the fire, 
and to yield forth the good they have in them. There’s 
alfo another way of imbodying Volatile Minerals, 
viz. by the benefit of Metals; if the Metals and Mi¬ 
nerals arc joined together in a due nreafure, and be 
likewife united together by the virtue of a Cementing 
fire; then doth the volatile Mineral penetrate it felf 
into the Metal, and becomes Metalline, and doth al¬ 
fo encreafe the Metal, as is evident in Calmei or La¬ 
pis Calaminaris, which being joined with red Copper 
and cemented, enters into it, augments and encreaf- 
ethit, and turneth it into Brafs whereas there can¬ 
not be any Metal educed out of the Calmei by the u- 
fual way of melting. In like manner may all Arfeni- 
cal minerals be ( by cementation ) introduced into 
Copper, 5 t made corporeal; and tliefe do not colour 
the Copper yellow as Calmei doth,but make it white, 
nor is theCopper rendred maleable thereby but bride; 
but yet ’tis not without profit; for if that white Cop¬ 
per be handled after a convenient manner of taming 
or over-maftering it, then the Gold and Silver that 
was in the Arfenick, betakes its felf into Regulus’s, 
which are to be depurated in a Ted or Cupel, or elfe 
by the help of Salt-petre; but there cannot any me¬ 
talline body be made out of Arfenick, Auripigment? 
or Cobolt, by bare melting. The way of proceeding 
with it is thns •, The Copper is to be cut into fmall 
bits, and to be moiftned over with Linfeed Oil, and 
the Arfenick,Auripigment, Cobolt or any other Real¬ 
gar is to be powdered and llrewed thereupon, and fo 
a bed of Copper, and a bed of Arfenick to be put one 
a top of another in a melting Pot; then the Pot is to 
be well covered and fenced witli Lute,and placed in a 
circulatory fire, and the fire is to be put nearer and 
nearer to it, until the Pot is through red hot, then 
let it cool, and you (hall find that the Arfenick hath 
gotten ingrefs into the Copper, and makes it black 
and brittle. The Copper thus burnt, may be reduced 
into powder, and burnt with good Salt-petre, whereby 
the Volatile Gold and Silver which was contained in 
the Arfenick,is made corporeal,and abides as conftanc 
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upon the Tell as other fixt Metals do i fo that by this 
means permanent and good Gold and Silver may be 
gotten out of every fort of Arfenick,Auripigment,Co¬ 
bolt, and the other volatile, venomous and bafe mine¬ 
rals. 

NB. This kind of operation is very dangerous to 
thofe that are unskilful, and who being unverfed in 
the Chymick Art, have not learned to take heed to 
themfclves- And therefore it behoves every one to 
beware of doing ought rafhly or hecdlefly. He that 
knows not how to carry himfelf (or his bulinefs) wa¬ 
rily, let him forbear to meddle at all with this labour 
or procefs: But as for one who is better verfed, and 
pretty well experienc’d, he may fet about this vyork 
lafelyand will gain by it: Becaufe there is oftentimes 
found Arfenick and Auripigment that hath in it much 
hidden volatile Gold and Silver, and which cannot be 
retained in the common way of melting by Fire, but 
will totally fly away: But now if it be imprinted in the 
Copper by Cementation, and fixt in the fame by Salt* 
petre, and then precipitated by means of Lead or Iron 
into Regulus’s, it will render all that fixt which afore 
wasunfixt and flying- Butas concerning fuch a Ce; 
mentation and Fixation to be done by Nitre, will be 
manifefted by the following procefs. 

NB. But you are carefully toobferve, that one mi¬ 
neral muft help another in the feparation oftheir Gold 
and Silver (if you would undertake this Labour for 
profit) : For fo each will produce what it has in more 
abundance, and thou wilt have a greater reward 
for thy pains and colts- For example, I prove and 
try Auripigment or Arfenick, and find that it ,is auri¬ 
ferous, and I have a mind to perfect it and turn it un¬ 
to my ufe •, hereupon do I look for fuch Copper as is, 
likewifeauriferous, (and indeed there’s plenty enough 
of fuch every where): Into this Copper do I intro¬ 
duce my auriferous Arfenick by Cementation, and 
that 1 may not need to cupellate (or blow off) the 
fame upon a Tell (for the very Labour of fo doing will 
coll more than the gains will be of that reparati¬ 
on) I do precipitate the Gold that is therein into a 
Regulus, which Regulus being purified, I obtain the 
Gold that was contained in that Arfenick and Copper, 
neither is there any need of cupellating all the Cop= 
per- But that the precipitation of the Regulus may 
be the more commodioufly done, 1 proceed on this 
wife. I find out fome Antimony of a good fort, and 
which is of a Golden nature •, likewife fuch Iron as 
hath Gold in it, both which, viz. the Iron and the An¬ 
timony,may eafily be gotten,and then I fet on the fepa¬ 
ration which 1 thus inftitute. 

Firft of all I implant the auriferous Arfenick into the 
auriferous Copper (if fuch may be had) then reduce I 
thefe into powder, and fire them with an equal ad- 
mixt weight of burning Salt-petre *, by this means the 
Arfenick is made a little more fixt,and fuffers it felf to 
be the better dealt withal in the fire^ but if you are 
well skilled in this kind of labour you may fpareyour 
Salt-petre and may melt down your Copper (burnt 
with the Arfenick and powdered jwith an equal weight 
of Antimony. And if of its own accord it lets fall a 
Regulus out of it felf, then there needs no precipita¬ 
tion, the Regulus may belaid by, and that which re¬ 
mains may be likewife precipitated into a Regulus 
with common Iron; and this (laft Regulus ) is alfo of 
ufe, as (hall hereafter follow: But if not (that no Re¬ 
gulus falls) then that Mafs may again be put into a 
Crucible, be molten, and a little Iron filings be call 
in to make it fettle •, the which muft be ftirr’d about 
with a red hot Iron rod, and when it’s well molten. 


’tis to be poured out into an Irou Cone; which being 
cool, the Regulus may be knockt ofT, in which Regu¬ 
lus will you have the Gold that was in the Arfenick, 
Copper, Antimony and Iron- This Regulus muft be 
cupellatcd either by Salt-petre in a Crucible, or with 
Lead upon a Tcft^ which done, you will have the 
Gold that Jay hid, andlhutupin theaforc-mciition- 
ed Minerals. 

But now, if one hath a mind to make that feparati¬ 
on yet more compendious, and to have greater bene¬ 
fit thereby, he may add to that Copper burnt by the 
Arfenick, fome Silver burnt with Brimftone, and fo 
melt it with the Antimony, and by the means of Mars 
precipitate them into a Regulus then the Silver will 
fo much the better draw to it felf the Gold out of the 
Arfenick and Antimony, and yield (in the fepara¬ 
tion) greater benefit. 

NB- If fo be a man be not skilful in this operation, 
let him forbear his Silver a little, and add fome Sil¬ 
ver to the Regulus by melting them, and then after¬ 
wards purifie the Regulus by Salt-petre} for fo the 
Gold that is in the Regulus aflociates its felf to the 
adjoined Silver, and inricheth it with no little in- 
create) according as the Minerals have had more 
or lefs Silver, in the making their feparation- 

And this is fuch a work as feems fufficiently able 
commodioufly to fuftain life ; but it requires an ex¬ 
perienced Artift, not a giddy headed fellow. Nei¬ 
ther have I written this procefs for thofe who are not 
as yet vvell verfed in Pyrotechny, but for fuch who are 
well skill’d and dexterous; and although this kind of 
operation needs no great ftore of Art, yet notwich- 
ftanding, every one will not rightly perfect it, and 
therefore do I warn fuch as are not well skill’d in Py¬ 
rotechny to delift from this labour, and betake them- 
felves to fome other, and fet themfelves about doing 
fuch things in which haply they are better skill’d, and 
not to lay the blame on me, when they are fruitra¬ 
ted of their expectation, as if I had not dealt faith¬ 
fully and fincerelyinmy writing, but let them rather 
impute it to their own prepoftcrous ralhnefs and un- 
skilfulnefs; and what lofs foever they bring upon them- 
felves, let them impute it only to their own (mifeon- 
ceptions ). 

To deal plainly with you, that labouris conjoyned 
with fome difficulty \ but yet if any one be diligent and 
well exercifedin the Pyrotechnical Art, theoperati- 
on will fucceed in fuch an ones hands very pleafantly ; 
nor will he want a worthy profit, efpccially if he takes 
fuch Minerals as are richeft,andufe them about this fe- 
paration. But fome perhaps will fay, Whence (hall 
1 have thofe fogood Minerals ? Who demonftratesto 
me, which are auriferous, and which are riot aurife¬ 
rous, which are good, and which are to be rejected, 
thac fo leaft being deluded in this, I ffiould lofe all 
my labour ? I would have fuch a one know, that if he 
has not gotten fo much skill and experience as to 
prove a Mineral, whether it be auriferous, or not, 
he is not at all fit to take upon him this Labour of fe¬ 
paration, and he were far betteradvifed, if he whol¬ 
ly abftained from fetting about it. But yet that I may 
not omit ought which may feem to be defired from 
me,.I will over and above add here in this place, 
what way Minerals may be proved by, whether they 
be auriferous or not, and ’tis on this wife to be done ; 
all Realgars, as Arfenick, Auripigment, Cobolt,' 
and others of that kind, are firft of all to be implant¬ 
ed into Copper by cementation, then arc they to be 
molten, or throughly purged.and fubdued with Lead 
(like as you do with a crude Mineral) •, after this,there 
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comes Out a certain little filvery Pellet, and this you 
are to prove as you would forGold. Now according 
to the morencfs or leflnefs of the fame, fo is the bu¬ 
finefs to be ordered, and compute to be made, whe- 
thcror no the faid Mineral is worth the pains of le= 
paration as aforefaid. Likewife the Copper it felf 
may becupellated with Lead alone, and then the re¬ 
maining filver Pellet be proved for the Gold, with 
Aqua-Fortis; but as for the Antimony, and Iron, 
they may be well melted jointly together in a Tele 
under a Cover or Muffcl, or in a clean Crucible in a 
Wind Furnace, withthisobfervation, that there be 
ufed twice as much Antimony as Iron, and foaRegu- 
]us will fettle, which is to be purged or tried with 
Lead in a Tell, and kept flowing till all the fugacious 
parts are evaporated, which done, there is found a 
jilver Pellet, which is to be proved with Aqua-fortis, 
how much Gold it has. 

NB. This probation, or trial is to be accounted 
of as a certain and lawful trial, but fuch though as 
you may eafily err in the doing of, and fo may have 
nothing, though it had in it a good part of Gold 5 
for the Antimony will not eafily fuffer it felf to be 
vanquilhed, or go off, but it will break the Teft, or 
Cupel, and the little Pellet which is the probatory 
Globulus betakes it felf (by reafonof the fiercenefs, 
or eating penetrativenefs into the Teft) fo that the 
Probaortrialit felf, may molt eafily become fallaci¬ 
ous, and yield no certain difeovery. Which to re¬ 
medy, the bufinefs is to be thus managed, after that 
your two parts of Antimony fhall have been well 
melted in the Crucible, with your one part of Iron, 
there muft be put thereinto a little dried Salt-petre 
powder, and the Pot, or Crucible muft again be co¬ 
vered over, and care taken to make them melt well 
together* thenarethey to be poured out into an Iron 
Cone firft fmeared over with Wax, and when ’tis 
cold, the Regulus is to be knockt off from the Scoria, 
to which muft be added twice or thrice the weight 
thereof of Lead, and the Regulus of the Antimony 
doth in the melting-pot feparate it felf by Salt-petre 
from the Lead, and the Lead is to be afterwards cu- 
pellated, and fo that goes all off, and the true weight 
is had. But albeit, that this defeription be clearly 
enough delivered, yet certain 1 am, that one in ten 
will not underftand it aright, and therefore it is be- 
hoveful, more fully to inform, and clearly to (hew 
the Reduction of that Regulus into fcoria by Salt¬ 
petre. To make this trial or proof’tis not needful 
to take a huge vaft pot to fill with Iron, ’tis fufficient 
to take of Iron 100/. ofthefmaller probatory weight, 
and 200/. of Antimony, both which are to be mol¬ 
ten together, and to be precipitated with a little 
Salt-petre, for fo the Regulus doth the better fepa- 
rate it felf from the fcoria’s, the which is then to be 
vvalht and purified by Lead and Salt-petre. This 
Regulus that comes from the Antimony and Iron, put 
withthree times its weight of Lead in a clean Cruci¬ 
ble, and make them well to flow in a wind Furnace, 
but cover your pot clofe that no Coals fall in, and fo 
hinder the work, then take off the cover and throw 
in a little powdered Salt-petre, and again cover the 
Crucible, and above all things have a care that there 
fall not in any Coals, and let them lie and operate a 
little upon each other, then the Salt-petre imbibes all 
the Antimony, Iron, and Lead, and thereby becomes 
hard. This being done, fome more Salt-petre is to 
be again call in, and you muft make them flow toge¬ 
ther, and fo all the whole parcel of Antimony, Iron, 
and Lead, betake tliemfelves into the Salt-petre, and 


pafs into fcoria, but part of the Lead remains whole 
or free, and is not fcorified,and therein will the Gold 
be, which the Antimony and Iron had immixed in 
them, which if it be blown effon a probatory Cupel, 
or Teft, under a Muffel, there will then remain the 
true weight. 

NB. But it is expedient, that there be a juft pro¬ 
portion obferved in this kind of Work, that you 
take not overmuch Salt-petre to this ablution, or 
converting it into fcoria, and fo bring all the Lead 
into fcoria, but the bufinefs is fo to be managed, 
that there be left remaining one third part at leaft, of 
thofe three parts of Lead you took, which is not re¬ 
duced into fcoria with the Antimony * then may it 
be poured out into a Cone, and when ’tis cool, the 
Regulus is to be knockt off from the fcoria, and 
Cupellated. 

NB. He that is minded towalh Metals after this 
manner by the help of Salt-petre, and to reduce them 
into fcoria, muft have an efpecial care that not a 
Coal falls into the Crucible, for they will much hurt, 
and will again precipitate them, which the Salt-petre 
hath already imbibed, and fo render the operation 
invalid- Befides? it is worth the while to admonilh, 
and tell you that all Arfenick, and Antimony is au¬ 
riferous, but yet fo, as that one fort is richer than a- 
nother, and that abundance of Copper andiron hath 
likewife in it Gold, which no body finds out, nor can 
it be feparated by that old beaten way of Cupellating 
it with Lead. But fome, or other might here fay, 
Where fhall I find Arfenick, Antimony, Copper,and 
Iron, which have Gold in them '? Had they any thing 
of worth in them, others would doubtlefly have ex- 
'trafted it, and not have fuffered it to come to my 
hands whole and found ? To fatisfie fuch an one, I 
anfwer thus, tho’thofe that work on the Metals, do 
for the moft part know, that there is in Arfenick and 
Antimony, a Volatile Gold, yet know they not how 
to cxtradl it thencefrom with profit,for the feparating 
way they take would coft more than the Gold they 
fhould have would yield, becaufe (according to their 
ufual way and cuftom of working) all of it would 
vanifh away with fume. And this is to be underftood 
of Arfenick, Auripigment, Cobolt, and Antimony, 
all which may (by the way we have here mentioned) 
be tamed and introduced into Copper, and be made 
permanent and fixt. 

But now, that there fhould fometimes be Gold im¬ 
planted, naturally in Copper, and fhould there alfo 
be left remaining untoucht,is fo done on this account, 
becaufe there is not in it fo much as to pay the Cofts 
of the feparating it by Lead (for verily the Cupella¬ 
ting it with Lead on a Teft, requires great expences.) 
This is the reafon why Gold lies immixed in the Cop¬ 
per oftentimes, and cannot be thence extracted with 
profit. 

The fame is to be underftood of Iron, for a Vein 
of Iron doth oftentimes offer it felf, which is very 
much impregnated with the more precious Metals, 
and yet no body either knows, or obferves it. For 
the Ore of Iron is for the moft part wont to be for- 
ced out by unskilful Men who have no care at all of 
the Gold, but only of fuch an Ore as contains a good 
portion of good and malleable Iron * and fuppofe 
they did certainly know, thatthere werein 100/. of 
Iron, fome Lots of Gold, by what means (1 pray) 
would they extract it thencefrom? For Iron cannot 
be dealt withal by CupellationontheTeft, much lefs. 
can it be feparated (as Copper is) by the means of 
Lead ; fo that there’s no reafon for any one to won- 
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der that there are fo few to be found, that promife 
rhemfelves, or feek after much good out of Iron, fee¬ 
ing it is not fo apt a Subject to be feparated, and fub- 
dued as Copper is- Hut by the help of Arfenick, 
Auripigment, or Antimony, ’tis no difficult matter 
to tame, and bring it under, fo as to make it yield 
forth what it has: And ’tis thus. This Iron, which is 
auriferous, may firlt be cemented with Arfenick, as 
we have afore taught of doing fo with Copper, then 
is it to be precipitated into Ilegulus's by means of An= 
timony, which Reguli being imbued, or mixed with 
Lead, and reduced by Salt-petre into fcoria, and 
cupellatcd, the Gold doth at laft offer it felf (which 
was hidden in the Minera’s, or Ores, and fo defpifed) 
and that with no contemptible profit- But now’ if 
any hath a mind to have the bulinefs yet more perfedt, 
he may inftead of Lead, add fome Gold, and then 
reduce the Regulus into fcoria’s, by Salt-petre, and 
abftraft it from the Gold ; for fo the Gold you put 
thereto doth the better hold that other Gold which it 
hasattrafted out of theReguIus, and there is made a 
much more plentiful encreafe, than if theReguIus had 
been fcorined upon Lead. Nor are the fcoria to be 
thrown away,but they may be precipitated by throw? 
ing in live Coals, whereby the Salt=petre doth again 
let fall the Regulus which it hath fwallowedup, and 
which Regulus you may feparate from the drofs when 
’tis cold. This Regulus may be afterwards commo* 
dioully ufed in other Metalick Operations, that fo it 
may yield anew out of it felf the Gold y concerning 
which bulinefs there will a place fall in to fpeak of by 
and by. And befides.thofe drofly Offals(whicl) for the 
grateft part are fixt Salt-petre) are alfo of good 
worth, which may be referved for the fubfequent Me- 
tallick Operation, which may be ftiled a perpetual 
Metallick-working artifice-, fo that there is nothing 
at all waited, but all things are of ufe- And this way 
of the feparation of Metals is fo very profitable, as 
that any one may get himfelf fufficient gain for to 
fupplythe neceffitics of Life- But if you have no 
fanlie to meddle with Arfenick, or Auripigment-and 
would willingly ffiun them by reafon of their poifon- 
ous nature, they may even be omitted, and you may 
cement that auriferous Iron, with the Golden Mar- 
chafite, melt it with Antimony, and precipitate it 
into Regulus’s. For even by this means too, the 
Gold that was in the Marchafite, is brought in ufe, 
and yields an increafe to that Gold which is extra¬ 
cted out of the Iron and Antimony. But if fo be 
there be no Golden Marchafite to be gotten, that fe- 
i paration may be ordered, even with Iron and Anti¬ 
mony, and if the Iron be but auriferous, the Labour 
will not be without profit. 

This kind of reparation or eduftion of Gold out of 
the volatile Minerals, and bafer Metals will be an 
egregious aid or benefit to fuch as have learned right¬ 
ly to operate in the Fire, and whom (otherwife) a 
grievous want of things and fmall eftate afflifts for 
there is enough of the aforefaid Minerals, every where 
obvious, but they cannot be well handled, or wrought 
upon by reafon of their unfixednefs and immaturity, 
and therefore do they lie neglefted and as ic were 
wholly ufelefs, and are not made beneficial to any. 
1 know that fome do well underltand the way of fixing 
Cobolt, 2nd Bifmuth by Salt petre, and do thence get 
an abundance of Silver 5 and likewife there are fome 
that know how to tame and fubdue Arfenical Realgars 
by the help of Salt-petre, fo that they fufFer them- 
felves to be molten, and yield forth their hidden Gold 
and Silver. But he that ffiall fo manage the bulinefs 
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as to adjoin thereto the auriferous imperfect Metals, 
fuch an one will make a more fuccefsful work thereof-, 
efpecially if he gets himfelf fome auriferous Iron, the 
which he may get for a fmall matter : And belides, if 
he makes his Salt-petre himfelf, then all that whole 
operation of fixing or feparating the volatile Mine¬ 
rals would be done with very little colts, and yield 
much gain. 

NB. But now if any one would yet get more profit 
by this feparatory operation,then he mult contrive the 
doing it not in Crucibles or Pots,but in he ?fths(or fur¬ 
naces) where a great heap of the volatile Mineral may 
by fixing Nitre melt together, and be precipitated in¬ 
to Regulus: then the Regulus may be feparated from 
the Scoria, and be depurated by Nitre in other Furna¬ 
ces, and be fitted for ufe; and fo by this means may 
there be fo much gain gotten, the like whereof, the 
great heaps of Ores which Men are necellitated to dig 
out of the bowels of the Earth with fo much expence 
and charges, will fcarce afford. 

Likewife all Minerals may by the help of Salt-petre 
be fixed by the moilt way, fo as to yield permanent 
Gold and Silvery whereby (without doubt) full as 
much, if not more, is obtained, as is by the dry way- 
The way of operating is this. Dilfolve a volatile Mi¬ 
neral, be it Cobolt, or Zink, Wifinuth, Calmei* 
Arfenick, Auripigment,or any other the like mineral, 
in altrong Aquafortis \ the folution being made, fe¬ 
parate the Aqua-fort is again; then fiiall you have re¬ 
maining a white Calx, which is fixed by the virtue of 
the Aqua-fortis : So that now it will admit of being 
molten with Lead, of being feparated from the Scoria, 
and of being cupellated. But he that knows how to 
melt that Calx with Antimony and to precipitate it 
with auriferous Copper and Iron, gets more Gold 
than by that operation with Lead. But haply, every 
one can’t perform that reparation; for the e.vcofition 
or melting, the reduction into Scoria, and Cupellating 
upon the Tell, are operations more known and eafiec 
to be done- 

Moreover, there are alfo fome Minerals,which may 
be fixed with the moilt fire, that is, with a molt Itrong 
Aq.fortis , fo as to yield their Gold and Silver in the 
Scoria , but efpecially Tin, Quick-filver, and Lead : 
If a vehemently-Itrong Aq.fortis be but once abltraft- 
ed from Tin, it makes it fo fixt, as that it will not fly 
away in the greatelt Fire, but will melt into a white 
Glafs. But now, if you would have it to yield forth 
its Gold, you mult melt other Metals with it, into 
which the Gold may infinuate it felf,and be made cor* 
poreal, fuch as are Silver and Lead. Lead, if it be dif* 
folved in Aq.fortis , and precipitated by Urine, it gets 
fuch a hardnefs, that it will fcarce melt in a Crucible ; 
if you precipitate it with a Lixivium,it becomes glally; 
if with Salt-water, it is rendered exceedingly volatile; 
for common Salt makes all Metals volatile, and on the 
other hand, Nitre fixeth them both by the moilt and 
by the dry way, binds them, and conftrains them to a- 
bidein the Fire ; and this you are to kr.owaforehand 
Now, for the better confirmation of this thing,fee how 
eafily the common Mercury is made to abide the fire, 
if Aq.fortis ffiall have been feveral times drawn off 
therefrom, infomuch that it will fuffer it felf to be 
made wholly red-hot. But now, if the fame be fubli- 
med with Spirit of Salt, it becomes more and more 
volatile, fo amongft all Salts there’s not one that fix¬ 
eth Minerals, fave this moll noble Nitre, and this hath 
a natural aptnefs to do ir both by the moilt and dry- 
way, as hath been even now demonftrated- 

And verily, this way of fixing the imperfeft Metals 

(which 
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'(which is done by the help of Nitre, by cither the 
moift or dry way) is to be preferred far before that 
which is done only with a Fire of Wood, not barely 
on this account, becaufc it is fooner and fpeedilier per¬ 
formed, but for this reafon too, becaufc it fixeth bet¬ 
ter and more durably : For if anyone fhall endeavour 
to make Arjemc^ Cobolt , or other volatile Minerals, 
permanent or fixt, by the bare force of common fire, 
How much timc,l pray, mull lie allow it? Haply it will 
require fome months for this kind ofWork, if not a 
whole year,yet at leaft half a year ’twill need •, where¬ 
as by the »0’ans of Nitre it may be done in one or two 
daies : For if a volatile Mineral be mixed with Nitre, 
do fulminate, and be edulcorated, and thatfulminati- 
On be repeated 3 or 4 times, it will afterwards endure 
a fufficicntly- vehement melting Fire- Or if a Mineral 
be only difl’olvcd in At), fort. and that A), fort. again 
drawn olTchcrefrom,it will even by thismeans be ren¬ 
dered fixt and conltant in the Fire; fo great is the 
force and virtue that lies hid in Salt-pctre * And this 
the ancient Philofophers well knew, and therefore faid 
that the moll vehement Fire of all was to be ufed to 
the fixation ofvolatilc Minerals; and this Fire is hid 
only in Nitre, and is no where elfe to be found; for the 
Central Fire hath too foon withdrawn it felf from the 
volatile Minerals and bafer Metals, and left them un¬ 
ripe, and they can be advanced to a maturity,both by 
our common Wood-fire, and by the fire of Salt-pctre, 
and be fixed. And now 1 fuppofe that 1 have more than 
fufficiently proved, by what 1 have faid. That Salt-pe- 
tre fixeth Minerals and Metals, both by the dry and 
moift way ; nor can anyone rcafonably deny the fame. 
Moreover, I judge it not fit to pafs this too over in fi- 
Icncc, viz.- That Salt-petredoth likewife make vola¬ 
tile, not only the unripe Minerals, but alfo the fixt Me¬ 
tals themfelves; fo as that they fufFer themfelves to be 
fublimed and deltilled wholly (like common Sulphur or 
Mercury) fave the feces, which are fomewhat black- 
ifh and ftay behind. Any underftanding man may 
cafily confider here what benefit is to be hoped for 
from fuch a Deftillation of Metals; for feeing that all 
things are by deftillation brought to thehigheft puri¬ 
ty (as is clearly evident) it may well be concluded, 
that when in impure metalsthe pure parts are fepara- 
ted from the impure, fomething of excellency muft 
therefrom proceed.I will fay no more of this matter at 
prefent,for I have already clearly enoughdemonftrated 
and plainly enough delivered this kind of deftillation 
or purification of metals, in the third part of my 
Spagyr. Pharmacop. and have there fiiewn, that every 
imperfeft metal,if it fhall be deltilled, yields volatile 
Co'd,and that that volatile Gold may be made corpo¬ 
real, without almoft any Colt in a particular way,(and 
haply alfo in auniverfal, which 1 confefs 1 have not 
as yet proved) thither therefore referr I the ftudious 
Reader of Hermctick and truly Philol'ophical Area- 
nn and Secrets. 

, But that the difference of thofe vvaics of fixing or 
concentrating the volatile Minerals, and likewife the 
imperfect Metals, may rightly be perceived and laid 
open, and that it may appear how much more com¬ 
pendious and eafie that way which is done by Nitre is 
than that which is done with common fire it will be 
a good help to fet down here fome proccls for an ex¬ 
ample, by which it will be manifeft how laborious this 
way of doing it barely with Wood is, and contrarily 
how cafic that way of doing it by the moift Fire of 
Nitre is. 

It is inipoffible to fix Arjenich, Auripigmem^Cobolt, 
and fuch-likcas thcfcare without the help of Salt- 


pctre, unlcfs they are firft introduced into other me- 
taliick bodies, and are together with them, burnt with 
a Fire of Coals, and reduced into Afhes, and turned 
into Scoria, and wholly deftroyed, and then at laft 
reduced again into a metalline form, by the force of 
the intenfe fire of a Blaft or Bellows: All which, that 
they may be dcxteroufly performed, you muft proceed 
on this manner, as follovveth. 

Firft of all, the Cobolt , Arfenick, 0 or any Realgar 
like thefc, that is auriferous, is to be introduced into 
Copper or Iron by cementation, in the way thatwe 
have aforementioned ; then the Copper or Iron thus 
cemented with the Realgars, is to be reduced into fine 
powder, and to be commixed with Antimony, Cal- 
mei, or Calaminaris, the Marchafite, and fuch order 
is to be taken, (if for Gains fake you would do a grea¬ 
ter heap of matter) to have them (lowly and by little 
and little made red-hot in Furnaces or Ovens, fuch as 
in which the llame may have room to play,and as’twere 
brandilh it felf at top of the matters, and ftir them, 
and fo let them be calcined and burnt into allies, until 
they emit no more fume, and this will be in fome few 
daies \ then arc they to be reduced in a convenient 
Furnace, and reftored to their metalline form; then 
again muft they be put into the former Oven, and 
there be calcined and burnt into allies, ftill ftirring 
them to and fro, and the allies are to be reduced, by 
the vehement Blaft of Bellows, and this afhifying and 
reduction is to be fo long repeated, till there be a Rc- 
gulus found in the reduction, and all the reliduc turns 
into unprofitable Scoria. ThisRegulus then is to be 
reduced on a Teft into Scoria, and the Regulus being 
cupellated, the Gold and Silver which the volatile Mi¬ 
nerals contained in them, doth fhew it felf. 

NB. Altho’ this reparation is attended on with in« 
different labour, yet notwithftanding fif there be a 
great quantity of matter dealt in) it is alfo gainful, 
efpecially where Minerals and Coals are to be had for 
a fmall price, and alfo the other imperfeft metals (as 
Lead, Copper, and the like) that concurr in this kind 
of Operation; by which it alfo comes to pafs, that 
there is a greater quantity of Gold and Silver extra- 
ifted- For example, 1 burn Copper or Iron with Arfe- 
nick,Cobolt, and other poifonous volatile Ret -1 (art,or 
with bare Calmci only, which alfo avails to con- 
ftringe or bind faft; with thefe I mix Antimony, 
Bifmuth, Zink, and Lead, and melt them toge¬ 
ther : Hence arifeth a brittle mafs, which is to be 
reduced into affies,either in Ovens,as is already afore- 
fhewed, with the flame of Wood, which darts it felf 
at top of that mixt matter, and by heating ripens it, 
or by live=Coals in a peculiar Furnace, and that on 
this wife: Let there be built a great or fmall Furnace, 
fofgood Bricks or Tiles that will endure the Fire)ac- 
cording to the quantity of your matter which you take 
to prepare, let it be at leaft a foot over in the infide: 
in the forepart let it he open a foots heighth from the 
Pavement or Ground, to this end, that the Grate may 
be put in and taken out, as need is. Then fome 2 or 
3 foot higher than the Grate, let a door be made, 
whereby you may throw in the Coals, and above or at 
top of the Furnace are to be made Chimneys, fitted to 
receive and condenfe the fume of the metal, that it 
may not fly into the air, but being there cool’d, may* 
be taken out. All this being done, fill the Furnace 
with Coals, and when they are well kindled, caft in a 
portion of your metalline mixture, which will quickly 
melt, and being melted, will run through the fiery 
Coals, and ftill keep fuming, and elevate it felf up into 
the appointed Chimneys; that which melts down- 
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through the Coals and Grates, and is in the form of 
metal under the Furnace, (which bottom mull be 
made fomewhat (helving, that the metal which falls 
down may run into a hole or pit, is to be taken up 
with an Iron Spoon, and again thrown in upon the 
Coals, and this is to be fo often repeated, and folong, 
till all your whole mixture beburnc into allies, or car¬ 
ried up in fume, and fo (hall be afhified and fublimed 
in the appointed Tunnels or Chimneys, which Flores 
or metalline Fumes you mull take and reduce them in 
a reducing Furnace, fo part of them will pafs into a 
fufile Mctafibut brittle.This Metal now mull be again 
alhify’d in that roafting or burning Furnace, and be 
reduced by blalt of Bellows ; and this alhifying and 
reduction is to be fo often repeated, till all be feentur= 
ned into Drofs or Glafs; which Drofs or Scorias are 
then to be reduced with the mod vehement blaft of 
Bellou*, and fo they will produces Reguius which is 
to be cupellated with Lead, as is abovefaid. 

NB. But if fo be that of the laft-made Scoria a 
Reguius cannot be made by the blalt of the Bellows, 
and that the Scoria remain Scoria, ’tis a lign that 
you have taken too much Tin, or that your Fire hath 
been too intend; and therefore you mull take fuch 
Scoria, and beat them to powder, and mix them with 
a little of either the fluid Ore of Lead, or Spume 
thereof,and make them flow in a reducing Furnace, 
then the Lead draws the Gold and Silver out of the 
Scoria,which may afterwards be cupellated.But ascon- 
cerning the manner ofmakingthe roafling or alhifying 
Furnace, as likewile the fufing or reducing Furnace, I 
cannot indeed atprefent here decipher it,but I will do it 
in the Third Part following, where more fuch-like 
concentrations of Metals fllall be mentioned and trea¬ 
ted of. And farther, the well-minded Reader mud 
alfo know, that this kind of Concentration is not at 
all written for thofe that are as yet wholly ignorant of 
the Art of melting metals, but for filch only as have 
already fiveated at the Fire, and have been often and 
much verfed in fuch Separations or Liquefactions. 

1 queltion not, but there will be many that will de- 
fpifethis my way of operating, and count it an im- 
polfible thing, fuch are to be left to pleale themfelves 
with their own fancies. But withal, fome will be 
found, to whom the nature of metals is known, and 
thefe will give credit to what 1 fay, and will abundant¬ 
ly profit themfelves, efpecially in thofe places where 
Minerals, Coals, and other things requifite are to be 
had for a final) price. The greatell Expence in this 
way of Concentration is the Coals, which too cannot 
be any thing much in thofe places where there are 
fuch vail Woods. Everyone may have his liberty 
to try it or let it alone. 

NB- But 1 do openly affirm, that iffobe any one 
fhall know how rightly to handle and manage this 
Work, it may be compared with the perpetual or al- 
vvaies-lafting mines •, and where minerals may be had, | 
it will be moll gainful; but I will not perfvvade any to 
attemptit in thofeCoallswhere all things are dear. 
Nor do 1 think it amifs to diflwade them that have no 
experience in thefe kind of Operations, left: upon the 
ill management of the Operation; the effeft (hould not 
fucceed fo luckily as they hopedfor,and that then they 
lhould lay the blame upon me. That which 1 have at 
prefent written, is agreeable to the Truth, and may 
be fuccefsfully and gainfully performed by an experi¬ 
enced Artift or Laborator • And therefore as 1 have 
afore warned, fo do 1 again advife theunexpert to ab- 
llain from this Work, unlefs he means to lofe his La¬ 
bour and Expences* 

Such things as l have here omitted for brevities 


fake to fpeak of the Conctntratiin of Metals^ the 
I hird and Fourth Part (hall abundantly declare ; but 
whoever he be that lhall know how to bring to pals 
fuch a Concentration, cither by the means ofSalt-pe- 
tre, by the dry way of a flame, or the moill way, by 
the help of Aq. fort, (hall have a better effedt than lie 
that ufetli the Fire of Wood •, but on the other hand, 
this Fire by Wood is of lels Colt than the adminiltra- 
tiori of the Work of Salt-pctre is- Alas • What a 
deal of cods and labours have I beftovved in my life, 
in fearching out and trying thofe.kind of bufinelfes, 
and having now brought it to thfs pafs, as to be able to 
yield me the Reward of my Pains, 1 am not able to 
manage fo vehement a fire, and to order the matters 
which requirefo greatan heat ? Therefore do I now 
with a willing mind make an offer of thefe my Expcrfi 
ments, to thofe who arc of a vigorous age, and have 
Bodies capable of undergoing the toiling in the Fire. 
But that I may return to the things afore fpoken of, 
and that that alhifying and reduction may notfeem to 
the unexperienc'd altogether impoflible and incredi¬ 
ble, I will for their fakes bring undeniable Reafons or 
Arguments, whereby it (hall be fufficiently enough evi¬ 
denced, that fuch a cineration orturning into Scoria, 
hath its foundation in Nature, and that after this 
manner • Whofoever he be that hath feenor experi¬ 
enced fomewhat in metals, knows, that the reparation 
of the more excellent metals from the more vile, is to 
be done by the benefit of the Fire: for if fo be that 
Gold, Silver,Copper, Iron, Lead,Tin, lhould be mel¬ 
ted together into one mafs, and you would feparate 
them by the Fire the one from the other ; this can¬ 
not be done any other way, but by adding to thac 
mixture fome other adventitious and deftruftive thing 
whereby the bafer metals may be diflipated and de¬ 
prived of their metallick form,of which fort is common 
Sulphur and fuch-like ; for this works firft on the im= 
perfect metals, deftroys them, or brings them into 
fcoria and drofs, which when they are fo, and no 
more metals, they have no communion with metals, 
nor defire or love to be commixt with them after¬ 
wards: and by how much the more fulphureity there 
is in Metals, fo much the eafier doth common Sulphur 
deftroy them and turn them into Scoria: But, by how 
much the nobler the metals (hall be, fo much the lefs 
detriment doth Sulphur bring upon them, and the lefs 
able is it to difturb (or alter) them- But befides,S«/- 

phur does notonly do this, but even the Fire, and Salt¬ 
petre both in the moill and inthedryway- Itisdonc 
with Sulphur , if the metallick mixture be granulated 
and burnt therewithal, or that it be defpoiled of the 
metalline Nature, then mult itbe molten and by pre¬ 
cipitation be driven or befeparated into divers Regu- 
lus’s. For the Sulphur converts the Mafs into Scoria, 
which when they are molten, that which in them is the 
moll noble doth always feparate it felf from the Sco¬ 
ria, and fettle to the bottom *, then next the mod no¬ 
ble part comes ocher which is excellent, but yet fhort 
of the former, and fo confequently it defeends from 
one degree to another, as from Gold to Silver, from 
Silver to Lead, from this to Copper, from Copper to 
Iron,ere. as hath been by my formerly deferibed fepa- 
ratory Art fufficiently enough Ihcwn. But Nitre per¬ 
forms the reparations it makes in a different manner: 
For after that the metallick Mafs is molten in a Cru¬ 
cible, and that this (viz.. Nitre) hath been thereinto 
put, it doth in the firft place fet upon the fulphureous 
part, and turns that into Scoria, then the baler Metal, 
and thus ic does on, fo long till it hath attracted all the 
imperfect Metals to it felf, and reduced them into Sco¬ 
ria : and fo the perfedt Metals remain alone, pure 
O 0 0 0 which 1 
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is alfo to 


which order or governance of Operation 
cn again, extant in my Writings. 

Again, the bare fire is wont to keep another oitte- 
Ycnt way of deftroying and fcorifying Metals, than 

Sulphur and Nitre do. . , . . 

For if a Metalline mixture be put in the lire, tnc 
more imperfeft part thereof is confumcd in the firlt 
place, and driven into allies, the more excellent part 
gathers up it felf into a globular form-,and as long asit 
linds any confumablcthing therein,fo longdoes it work 
and aft thereupon, nor leaves it oft afore it hath re¬ 
duced all into alhes. ' ,: But that part which is of a con- 
ftant and durable nature, remains unhurt by the fire 
but yet if the combnftiblcpartbe too much bigger in 
bulk than the abideing part, it does not only carry 
away with it the filver, but fometimes alfo a good 
part of the Gold, and brings it intoafhes. And now, 
if thofc alhes (liall be molten with a ftrong fire, then 
the allies which arile out of the imperfeft Metals, are 
turned into Glafs, or fcoria, but the alhes of the 
perfeft Metals do reduce, and rcftorcthemfelves into 
a malleable Body, whether it be Silver or Gold, ac¬ 
cording as it had this or that Metalline mixture in it 
and if you proceed yet farther, with melting the a- 
forefaid fcoria in the fire, there will a new Rcgulus 
fallout, which contains in it that Metal, which is the 
nobleft next Gold and Silver, m. Lead, and Cop¬ 
per ; the Tin, and Iron do for the molt part abide in 
the fcoria: Even as it is in Cupcllation, or the fc- 
parationof the Metals by the Cupel, the reparation 
is there alfo done, by the bare fire only, and when 
the fire arts upon the mixture, it redueeth the Lead 
into fcoria, or ipumc, or Litharge, and while this 
is reduced thus, it fpares not the Tin, Iron, or Cop¬ 
per, fcrafmuch as they are likewife combuftible, and 
of affinity thereto, but turns there together alfo into 
fcoria, which faid fcoria do then creep, or fink in¬ 
to that penetrable, and porous Cineritious Vcflel, or 
Teft, as long as any of it remains: But the Gold and 
Silver which know not how to be thus burnt up into 
fcoria or allies, like the other imperfeft Metals arc 
left deputed and cleanfcd upon the Cupel: The like 
alfo, is to be judged of the aforefaid incineration of 
Volatile Minerals, or imperfeft Metals; that is to 
fay, when they undergo the force of the fire, they 
cannot but go into fcoria and allies, and if they have 
in them foraewhat that is efpccially good, and dura¬ 
ble, yet the greater part being combuftible, has the 
prevalency •, "fo that the more excellent part which is 
in it, is converted together into alhes and fcoria. 
But yet it may be afterwards reduced, for by the 
vehement blclt of Bellows, it feparates it felf from 
the more bafe part, and again aflumes a body Me¬ 
talline, whether it be Gold or Silver. 

By this Difcourfe any one that is not wholly void 
of all Metallick knowledge may fee, that the Metal- 
lick Incineration and Reduftion, which we have afore 
delivered, is built upon a firm foundation: But he 

that cannot underftand or apprehend thefe things, is 

uncapable of being holpen by any art. But the fol¬ 
lowing third and fourth parts will yield a more clear 
light, or inliruftion. Furthermore you arc to ob- 
lervej that there are likewife other ways whereby 
Metals arc reduced into fcoria, and the better and 
more excellent part is afterwards extrafted out of the 
fcoria, viz. by the help of Terreftrial things which 
are together, fulphureous, of which fort is all Sand, 
Flint, and the like- If ought of this kind be per- 
niixtand molten with the metalline Calxes, it retains 
with it the viler part,and lets go the more excellent, 


as for inftance, there’s the Glafs of Lead: For if 
the allies of Lead be molten with Sand, or Flints, all 
the Lead together with the Flints is converted into 
Glafs, or fcoria, but the Silver or Gold which was 
in the Lead feparates it felf like a Rcgulus, and de¬ 
fends to the bottom. 

Some kinds of Salts alfo are able to make thole fco¬ 
ria s yviz. thofc Salts which are extrafted out of burnt 
allies, and arc commonly called Alkalies, fuch as arc 
the burnt feces of Wine, the Tartar of Wine, Pot- 
ters-alhes made of the allies of Wood, and other 
fuch like; thefe alfo love to diftolve the fulphureous 
parts of metals, and do leave the Gold and Silver 
that is therein whole and found, and fo make a fepa- 
ration of the good from the evil, and give them a no¬ 
table fplcndour : Concerning which walking, we will 
treat more fully in the following third part- 

Befidestoo, even common Salt deftroyeth and re- 
duceththe imperfeft metals into fcoria, but not af* 
ter fuch a manner as Alkalies do by waffiing, but by 
dift'olving and extrafting- For if a metallick Calx, 
or Ore, be powdered and mixt with common Salt, 
and molten together, the Salt doth more readily fei^e 
upon the metal, than on the reft: of the droffinefs, dif- 
folves it, and turns it into as it were fcoria. But to 
illuftratc this thing by an Example, If I would fcpa» 
rate a mineral which hath in it, Iron, Copper, Gold, 
and Silver, and fliould'mclt it thus niixt with the 
Salt, then the Sale would the firft time lay hold on the 
Iron only, and icave the other metals; but if fobc 
there were not fo much Iron, as for the Salt to fatisfy 
its devouring felf, it would diftolve the Copper too, 
the Silver and Gold remaining untoncht; for Salt is a 
common Enemy to Silver, but a Friend to the Iron 
and Copper, which it willingly diftolves in the melt¬ 
ing, and attrafts to it felf, whether it be each apart 
by thcmfelves, or both jointly together, which if you 
are minded again to feparatc each from the other,you 
muft: powder that molten Mafs, and pour water there¬ 
upon, and boil it; fo the Iron and Copper enters in¬ 
to the vt atcr, together with the Salt, whereinto if you 
afterwards put fomc Iron Rods, the Copper precipi¬ 
tates it felf, and the Iron abides in the fait water, and 
is made very fit to ufe in dying like Vitriol; but if ic 
will not be coagulated like Vitriol, then the Copper 
(which hath precipitated it felf about the Iron) isto 
be walhtand molten, out of which comes purer Cop* 
per. But yet fuch a Copper may be converted to bet¬ 
ter ufc than to be molten, of which more fliall be 
fpoken inthe third part. 

By this means, may one feparatc and bring into ufc 
thofe Coppery Minerals, which have much Iron ia 
them, and by which, the Copper is otherwife ren¬ 
dered unmalleablc and unprofitable: and this is fuch 
Evil, as the Metal-workers have hitherto little 


an 

known what remedy to apply •, whereas in the mean 
while there lie in many places no contemptible Mines 
of Copper, neglefted and unmedled withal, bccaufe 
they have Iron commixt with them. Some there have 
been,who have endeavoured to extraftthe Iron by the 
help of a Load-ftone, but this way is too troublefom, 
and fo is not profitable ; but it may be aptly and con¬ 
veniently done after this manner, did they but know 
how rightly to ufc here that aforefaid fait water, and 
the precipitated Copper: For the fait exalteth thel-- 
ron, and the Iron doth again exalt the fait, and ani¬ 
mate it, fo as that it may afterwards with a little la¬ 
bour and cofts be, all of it, and without any lofs, con¬ 
verted into good Salt- petre. But fome or other may 
fay, what profit would there redound unto me, if l 

Ihould 

























Part I. 


327 


the Profperity of Germany. 


fhould feafon one or two, or more Copper minerals 
with fair, whereby the Copper may be thence drawn 
out ? 1 would havefuch an one to know, that in that 
Operation, fomc hundreds, or thoufand pounds may 
be done together, and the bufinefs may be ordered 
upon fire in dillinCt Furnaces, that To a great profit 
may begotten ; and not only thus, but the fame may 
iikewife be done without any Furnace or Oven, with 
many hundred, or thoufand pounds in one Operati¬ 
on, at the open Air in the Field, or in a Wood, where 
that Ore and fait are to be found; fo that the fait 
may ferve as a covering to the mineral, and the mi¬ 
neral as a covering to the fait, and the Wood may 
ferve both for the Furnace and fire. 

This now in my judgment is an artificial extraction 
of Copper out of the Mines, (efpecially when ’tis fuch 
an Ore, which (otherwife) is not of any profit by rea- 
fon of the immixt Iron, or elfe confifts of fuch a lean 
Vein of Copper, as will notfuffice to' quit the cods of 
getting it out, but yet it may by this means be fepara- 
ted, with no contemptible profit. For there arc 
every where alraoft fuch poor Copper Ore as this 
which lie and are not dreamt of: For indeed it cannot 
be expected, that, (if when a Copper Mine (or Ore) 
doth contain in itfomefmall matter ofCopper,it being 
fo overwhelmed as ’twere with the muchnefs of hete- 
rogeneal medlies or mixtures, that it cannot precipb 
tate it felf into Regulus’sbut pafieth into Scoria) it 
fhould anfwer the colts that aretobefpenton the for¬ 
cing it out; and therefore fuch Minerals mult of ne- 
ceflity remain without ufe. And how many fuch kind 
of Ores have I found in Germany , which a man may 
have by heaps, but no body regards them, for that ( as 
we have already faid) they are too barren or poor: 
Whereas notwithftanding they may be molt eafily per; 
feCted by the help of Salt, fo as to be made very gain¬ 
ful^’ the colts exceedingly well repaid that lhall be laid 
out upon them, efpecially in thofe places where there 
is fuch an abundance of Salt, that the Inhabitants 
know not what to do with the plenty they have of it. 
Many fuch places there are in Germany , as Tirole , 
SAtzburg, Btvaria, and the Diocefs that we call 
Bcrgtef-gadtn : in which places all the whole moun¬ 
tains do not only abound with Salts, but have no fmall 
portion of Copper too: Nor is it fo in thofe places 
only,but Iikewife every where - , Salt is common and of 
a fmall price throughout all Germany. 

And ss we have already Ihown you, that Iron and 
Copper may be commodioully extracted out of the 
Ores by melting it with common Salt, and maybe a- 
gain feparated from each other by precipitation : So 
Iikewife may the fame be done in a moift way by boi¬ 
ling ; and is thus,if the Ore be ground and a long while 
boiled with very Salt-water, the Copper will be dif- 
folved and pafleth into the Salt-water, out of which it 
is to be precipitated, and fo fitted for ufe. But now, 
if the Salt bediftilled into a Spirit, then is it apt not 
only to extract Copper, but alfo Gold out of the Ore, 
and will be of exceeding much profit: But this ope= 
ration hath already been long ago defer i bed-by me, 
in the FirdPartof the Mineral Work. 

NB. But it will be yet more profitable and gainful 
to prepare that water out of the Salts and efpecially 
out of Nitre, which water is but of fmall price, and 
yet notwithftanding it is of that Power and Virtue,as 
to difiolve or extract all the Metals out of the Ores: 
and as well the Silver as the Gold and Copper in the 
folution, may be again precipitated Angularly or each 
Per fe one after anotherand this kind of water may 
you Iikewife ule about ail Fofiiles or Ores with a molt 
wonderful abbreviation- 


But now, if you ufe common Ay.u-fortis, it extracts 
only the Silver and Copper, and leaves the Gold : 
and if you take common Ayu-regia, it attracts only 
the Gold and Copper, and leaves the Stiver fo that 
neither ofthefe hath (as we ufe ro fav) all the points 
in it, efpecially feeing fuch a kind of Water ferves 
but once only; nor is there as yet any one found who 
knows how to feparate the metals in the folution one 
from another,fo as that the water may Hill remaingood 
and fit for other the like ufes. But as concerning this 
Water of mine, thus Hands the cafe, viz.. One Metal 
may be precipitated after another oi>* 'of the Water, 
and each diftinCtly, and yet for all this, the Water 
lofeth not ought of its Virtue, but may be many times 
ferviceable ; certainly it is a molt profitable inventh 
on, which fin the doing or perfecting fome metals and 
minerals) is to be preferred many degrees before any 
melting by Fire. For if that there are feveral Metals 
of diverfe kinds,in one Ore; as Gold,Silver,Iron,Lead 
(and this often happens lb) and they fliould be forced 
out by Fire, they would yet remain mixt together; 
and there’s a great deal of work to feparate them. 
For firft they are to be cupellated on Tells with a great 
deal of Lead,that fo the imperfeCl Metals,as the Iron, 
Copper,Tin and Lead if therein,may go off; then the 
Gold is to be feparated alfo apart, or by a particular 
operation, by the help of a feparating Water, and this 
is noc every bodies work, nor have all fuch as are 
skill’d in the Art, in all places necellary provifion at 
hand. But on the other hand, there needs not in that 
other kind ofway,any thing fave the Water and fome 
Glades, with tliefe may you manage and compleat all 
the whole bufinefs, and get a great deal of gam with¬ 
out noife and trouble. For 2s to fuch a one as betakes 
himfelf to this kind of work, his Neighbours cannot 
accufe him,that he will (one time or other) mine their 
Fortunes and Houfes by Fire,for they hear no blowing 
of the bellows, nor fee they any Coals carried into his 
Houfe. Nor will the Smiths fay that ’tis his fault that 
Coals are fo dear, as ’twas objeCled to him who called 
himfelf the little Country fellow. Befides too, he 
will (hun the fufpicion of the Magiftrates, nor will he 
give them occafion to fufpeCt him to be a rich blade, 
and fo torment him with the more grievous exaCti* 
ons and with quartering of Souldiers. 

And now yet more, This kind of extraction docs 
not only appertain to the getting out the Gold and 
Silver out of the Ores or Minerals and fuch as are vo¬ 
latile and crude, and which are every where to be met 
withal, and may without detriment to any, and with a 
fafe confcience be fixed and feparated by the help of 
thisWater: But you may alfo by the mediation of this 
Water, profitably and with very fmall Labour fepa¬ 
rate all metallick mixtures, fuch as are mixt at their 
firft forcing out of the Ores, or arc melted into one 
Mafs on any other account, and fo obtain each Metal 
pure and free from all heterogeneities- As for ex¬ 
ample, Put cafe I have in my hands a certain metal¬ 
lick Mafs, which hath in it Gold, Silver, Lead, Tin, 
Iron, and Copper: Now I would willingly feparate 
the Gold & Silver therefrom: hitherto there hath been 
no other way known of obtaining it but by cupellating 
fuch a Mafs or mixture upon the Ted with Lead, and 
fo depurating it; in which cupellation, the Copper, 
Tin,and Iron, do pafs together with the Lead into the 
Ted, but the Gold and Silver remain behind, which 
are to be afterwards feparated with Ayta-fortis , that 
you may have each by it felf. But the Iron, Copper, 
Lead and Tin do remain intermixt with each other in 
the Ted, and fhould you again melt them even by the. 
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ftrongcft blaft, yet will they be commixt, and can 
^ardly be fepavated the one from the other. But y 
this way of ours if they be diflolved in the water to¬ 
gether, you may continually precipitate thence one 
Metal from another, and take them each apait, an 
rot only the Gold and the Silver by thcmfclves, but 
the Copper, Tin, Iron, and Argent-vive (each apart;. 

But it is not fo ncccflary (ifinfuch a metalline Mats 
wherein are contained fo many Metals, the Gold an 
Silver be buc the fmallcr part) to diifolve all the other 
bafer metals together, to get out the Gold and Silver - , 
this will notbe edvifcdly done, but it would be bet¬ 
ter, firft to purify that Mals upon a 1 eft with Lead, 
and foto feparate the Gold and Silver by the help of 
that water, or elfe that Mafs may be burnt with Brim- 
ftone, and the Gold be thence precipitated and de¬ 
puted- But if the Mafs hath lefs of Iron, Copper, 
and Tin, than of Gold, there will not be luch need of 
purifying the Mafs, by flrft burning it upon a Teft, 
and then feparating it by Aqua-fortis, as is common¬ 
ly known and ufed to be done ^ but the whole mix¬ 
ture muft be diflolved, and the Gold and Silver,which 
you pleafe, be feparatcly, or apart precipitated into 
a clean Calx, then the Copper alfo apart, then the 
Tin ; buc as for the Iron, you may forbear to preci¬ 
pitate that, becaufe there are no great matters to be 
performed with its Calx, and it will be better to draw 
off the Aqua-fstis thence, whereby it may again be 
had pure, and fit for ufe- 

Then the Iron which abides behind, if it be made 
red hot, yields a moft excellent Crocus Martis, and 
a moft excellent Ingredient for Chirurgeons, for all 
their Wound=balfams and Exicatory Emplafters - , it is 
ftiftiek •, it will alfo be fcrviceable to Painters to make 
exquifite colours therewithal, fo that the Iron which 
is the bafeft Metal in the whole mixture, if it (hall be 
thus wrought upon and brought into good Crocus 
Martis, yields the money that was laid out upon the 
water, and yet this very water, after its abftra&ing 
from the Iron is not lefsfit for ufe,but is better than it 
was before. For in its ablhaftion from the Iron, it 
brought over with it fomc Goldennefs, which Golden 
property doth afterwards,in other mctallick folutions, 
afiociate it felfto the Metals, is imbodyed, and yields 
as much Gold asthcpricealmoft (of the water) afore 
(thus ufed) couldbe judged at. 

So likewile there’s no need of reducing the Calx of 
Venus into Copper, but it is twice more precious than 
other good common Copper, becaufc it can in a few 
hours fpacc be changed into excellent Verdigreafe,and 
fo is 4 or 6 times the value of Copper it felf. Fur* 
ther, it is not needful to melt down the precipitated 
Calx of Silver without any farther profit, but’tis bet¬ 
ter to melt it by the means of the liquor of Sulphur or 
Antimony, for by this operation will it become auri¬ 
ferous, and be meliorated. Finally, you are not 
found to melt even the Calx of Sol, without any 
profit in mdting, but you may even thereoutof draw 
fome profit j for if it be amalgamated with the Mer¬ 
cury of h or T it becomes more augmented from 
the b ar.d J •, or elfe it may be ufed by the Gold- 
fmitlis to Gild withal, and by Painters, if its bright- 
liefs and fplcndOurbe firft rellored unto it, tor lo it 
may be iilcd about Painting or writing- So then, from 
lhis operation doth refult a manifold benefit, and both 
the Iron and Copper, as alfo the Gold and Silver are 
rendered better, 2nd more precious than they would 
have othevvvife been, if they had been feparated each 
from the other after the common manner, by the fire. 

Thcrcfoi c, there is not only a great benefit gotten 


in that way of operating, in thus extrading Gold and 
Silver out of their Ores, arid out of the Crude Mine¬ 
rals, and in this fo compendious a feparation of a 
Mafs (or mixture ) of Metals; but alfo, that repara¬ 
tion brings more profit than the commonly ufed and 
perceived way of feparating Gold and Silver by A- 
cjua-fortu doth, in which way the Mafs is to be firft 
burnt to purity, and all the heterogeneities are to be 
taken away upon a Teft ; then the Silver is to bedif- 
folved in Aqua-fortis , and to be feparated from the 
Gold ; this done, then the the diflolved Silver is to 
be precipitated either by Copper, or by putting wa¬ 
ter thereunto, or elfe the water is to be thencefrom 
diftilled; from whence, there is not only to be cx- 
peded no greater profit than what is had (or gotten) 
out of the Gold feparated from the Silver, but with¬ 
al even half the water is loft- But now here (in my 
way) the greateft part of the Aqua-fort is is preserved, 
and is indeed meliorated (if there were Tin or Iron 
in the Mafs)the very bareCrocusMartis only yield§ as 
much asthc water coft,& the Flos Airis is meer gains ; 
the Calx of Silver is by a folution of Antimony en¬ 
riched with Gold, the Golden Calx is augmented by 
Saturn, and Luna, fo that the gain is fourfold, be- 
fides that Gold which is gotten by feparation out of 
the Silver ; and now may not 1 juftly call this an Ar¬ 
tificial extradion or feparation of the Metals, by the 
moift way but now,like as this is a very notably pro* 
fitable way of extrading theMetalsout of theOres or 
Minerals,& of artificially feparating themby the moift 
way; fo likewife may the fame be done in the dry 
way byfufion} if (wt.J the Minera’s are diftolved 
by Antimony or Lead, & one of the Metals after ano¬ 
ther fhall be thencefrom precipitated ; fo that it is not 
fo altogether noceflary to cupellate fuch a Mafs, and 
by the feparatory water (or Aquafortis to feparate 
that, which (by that burning on the Teft) (hall have 
been throughly purged ; But if all the Metals fhall be' 
molten together into one Mafs, there may (firft) be 
precipitated the Gold, then the Silver, then alfo the 
Copper, and by the help of Nitre be rendred pure and 
malleable-, and this too may be done without much 
labour or cofts ■, fo that as well by the moift,as alfo by 
the dry way,all the Metals may be very commodioufly 
and compcndioufly, and in fhort time feparated the 
one from the other by the benefit of Salt-petre- Sup- 
pore I have a Mafs that has Gold, Silver, or Copper 
and Iron in it, and I would have it fuddenly depured ; 
therefore I may only burn it with Sulphur, and by 
the help of Saturn precipitate one Metal from ano* 
ther, and purifie the Regulus, by Nitre, and fuch a 
Mafs though it were 100 pound weight could I fepa* 
rated with the cafy labour of one day,& for 3 or 4 Do!* 
Urs cofts - , but as for fuch an one as hath no ufe for 
folution & precipitation, or hath not convenient melt* 
ing Pots and Furnaces, he may granulate fuch a Mafs, 
and thence precipitate the Gold, Silver, and Copper, 
each apart, and draw off the water from his Mars; 
then the Mars yields him the price of the water s the 
Calx of Venus yields the reward of his pains and la¬ 
bour, and the augmentation or melioration which 
happens to the Calx of Sol and Luna in the reduction 
is clear gain ; fo that the Gold and Silver are, as it 
were gratis, and without any expcnce feparated from 
each other, and that both by the dry way and by the 
moift way for the Silver is equally as well gradua¬ 
ted and made auriferous in the dry way, by the fufion 
or melting in the operating, or by the transfufing (or 
through melting) with the Antimony - , fo then good 
Gold may by this way be precipitated out of any Silver 
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Dot aureous, provided the bufinefs be but dexteroufly 
managed. 

In the firft part of this Book, (where l treated of 
the concentration of wood J I wrote, that a Juice 
might be preftcd, by a peculiar Prefs, out of any 
wood, which afterwards night be turned into good 
Salt-petre by the benefit of the Air and time: I like- 
wife there added fome reafons, whereby it might be 
evinced, that it was poflible for Art to perform fuch 
things} which are no other but the Rewards Nature 
her felf yields, and that the Salt-petre which is wont 
to be every where digged out of the Stalls, or Sta¬ 
bles of Cattle, is nothing clfe but the efiential fait of 
Vegetables, and Animals, which isin a long tra<ft of 
time, and by the hidden virtue of the Air, turned 
into Salt-petre. 

But now if any one Ihould haply perfwade himfelf, 
that if he expofeth that Juice of the Woods to the 
Air for fome Days, or Weeks, that it will prefently 
become. Salt petre, certainly he would be much bo¬ 
lides his aim, neither indeed is it lawful to preferibe 
Nature the time of her Operation. 

Does not a Husbandman deferve to be called Afs, 
or Blockhead, if fome few days after he hath fownhis 
Corn, hefhould go into his Field to fee if his Corn 
were ripe or not ? Juft thus are you to conceive of 
this work, for in all things mult you expert the due 
time, in the Generation both of Animals, Minerals, 
and Vegetables, fo that there is not the leaft need of 
any farther proof of this matter: For every Gene¬ 
ration required] its own proper time. 

But,thac very many haply have wearied themfelves 
with imagining about that kind of Prefs, which 1 
have mentioned in the firft part of the Profperity of 
Germany, and yet have not found it, is not to be much 
wondred at. However it is afluredly true, that fuch 
a Prefs may very ealily be prepared, by which you 
may daily prefs a great quantity of Juice out of 
Wood, be it believed or not believed- But fee¬ 
ing that fuch a Prefs hath been feen with me, and hath 
been beheld prepared, and wood fqueezed out there¬ 
withal, and fet to ripen in the Air, fure it cannot be 
long ere the truth will manifeft it felf and publickly 
vindicate itfelf fromallitsflanderers. 

I fay again, that fuch a Prefs is found by me, and 
that it is an artificial one, and is of lefs cofts than will 
be eafily believed. Nay more, every day brings forth 
new and better Compcndiums, fo that there will not 
hereafter be any ufe or need for the Prefs, to fqueeze 
the wood out by : but every Vegetable and Animal, 
may without labour and trouble be in a fhort time,and 
without the prefs, tranfmuted into good Salt-petre, fo 
that many hundred weight of Salt-petre may be ge¬ 
nerated, or produced (by the labour of only one 
perfon) out of the bare Wood, Leaves, and Grafs, 
(where they may commodioufly be had) and yet ’tis 
not the perfon aforefaid, but the air that caufeth this 
Generation: for the perfon doth no more but expofe 
to the air the fubjeft matter, upon which it may ope¬ 
rate, and out of which it may bring forth Salt-petre. 

But there is nothing which 1 admire more at, then, 
that this prefent’Age is folluggilh and averfe from 
fearching after the fecrets of Nature. Whereas, 
were but the Properties only of that ftupendious, or 
wonderful fubjeft Salt-petre, well known, there might 
well be a forbearance of reading many Chimical 
Books feeing that by it alone may many wonderful 
things be performed. 1 have a little afore Ihowm, how 
both a moift and dry extraction of Gold and Silver,& 
the other metals is to be done by Salt-petre ; and if 
Nitrewereof no other ufe but this only, yet were it 
well worthy to be beloved and efteemed by all, and 
they Ihould as much as in them lies labour not only to 
produce it in plenty out of vile things, but withal to 


know how to make ufe of the fame with profit. 

But whereas I have not fo very openly and clearly 
deferibed, or publilhcd the precipitation which is 
done as well by the moift, as by the dry way of the 
extraction and feparationof metals-, I would not that 
any one fliould take it in evil part-, for there are ex¬ 
ceeding weighty reafons, that make me fear to pro* 
ftitute fuch excellent Inventions, or to chew meat (as 
it were ) and thruft it into every Affcs mouth. Let 
it fuffice, that 1 have (hewed, that fuch things arc pof- 
fible. But yet the Art lies not fo fi^cd in my breaft, 
nor is it my mind to fufferit to lie buried with me:No, 
God hath blcfied me therewithal mecrly for this end, 
that 1 might help and fuccour others, to the perform¬ 
ance of which, I am molt ready and willing ; but yet 
not every one without any exception, but fuch as are 
ingenious Lovers of the Wonders of God, and-know 
how decently to ufe all things,leaft 1 being too irnpro- 
vidcntly liberal, Ihould put new Weapons into the 
hands of mine enemies. 

I could have buried-over thefe things in filence, and 
haply been at more quiet, but it was no ways poffible 
for me to fupprefs the wonderful Works of God, fo 
as to withhold them from coming abroad to light, 
and to the view of Men, to the Honour of God. And 
whenfoever it fo comes to pnfs, that the things deli-, 
vered at prefent in this fecond part, and which fliall 
be delivered in the following third and fourth parts, 
fhall be believed, and be brought to eficCt and be 
done: then all the crew of Slanderers and Enemies of 
the truth fliall be confounded with fliame, before the 
whole World, and that Genuine Alchymy, fliall a- 
gain be embraced, and honourably flourilh : For Salt¬ 
petre muft be the Mafter, as Paracelfus faith, in a cer¬ 
tain Chapter where he treats of common fait, and 
mentions Salt-petre with a commendable Teftimony. 
Nor hath Baft Valentine done a lefs faithful Work as 
to his Nitre but few there are that underftand it. 

I am not of the mind to boaft of the knowledge of 
many things, but yet thus much 1 find, that there is 
not in all nature any fubjed given that may in good 
deed be compared with Nitre, as to eminency or ex- 
lency -, much lefs deferves to be preferred before it. 
Let not the Lover of this Art be difquieted in his 
mind, fo long as there are two parts to follow, and 
come forth : For then men will fee, and b’e even em 
forced to confefs thefe things which afore they did 
not believe. And upon this fcore do 1 fhorten this 
part, that 1 may the fooner come to the third and 
fourth parts: In which parts (God willing) there 
fhall bedifclofed many moft highly profitable inven¬ 
tions for the benefit of mankind, but yet they fhall 
be veiled, after that fame way and manner, as others 
afore me havenfed to do, that fo Pearls may not be 
call afore Swine. 

But that I may return to my purpofe, and fhew 
that what I have faid is true, and that great things 
maybe done (as to the melioration of Metals) by the 
help of Salt-petre, it will be neccfiary, that thofe 
thingswhich we have already written in this fecond 
part be made a little more clear, and may be viflbly 
demonftrated to the unskilful and incredulous, in 
what it is, that this profit we at prefent fpeak of, is 
feared. 

And firft, as concerning the Generation of Salc-pe-. 
tre, there hath been enough faid already, viz.. That 
it may be prepared by heaps outofotherwife-unpro- 
fitable Wood, Shrubs, Briars, c re. which rather en¬ 
damage the Ground, than do any good, becaufe they, 
become a refuge for cruel Beafts, which fuftain them- 
felves upon the great ruining of the other Wild 
ones : Nor needs this work any greater cofts than to 
caufe a HoiHe to be built in the Woods, under which 
the wood, together with the circulatory Veffel, may!. 
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and Silver are only as it were, a little flicking, and 
will not be thence had by any art of meking)and that 
with profit too well worth the Labour. So that there 
isfcarce required 6 or 7 Lothsof water to extraft the 
Gold and Silver out of 100/. of Ore; and if there 
were but 2, 3, or 4 Lots of Silver at the mofl,in ico/. 
of fuch matter, yet would it be a gainful extraction, 
efpccially if the things, or fubjeCt, be Arfenical, or 
as yetVolatile,and cannot brook the intenfenefs of the 
fire, but are driven away by a flrong blait. For in that 
ext melton by the wetter, that which is volatile, u fixed, 
and retained together , that it afterwards admits of be¬ 
ing fufed, or molten, and that this is fo, will evident¬ 
ly appear to any, experimentally. Let him but take 
Arfenick, and diffolve it in Aqua-fortis, and again 
draw off' the water, and he will be able prefently to 
melt the Arfenick, and make it red hot. Quieklilver 
is well known to be a very Volatile matter, but yet 
even that, (if the water of Salt-petre be feveral times 
drawn off thencefrom) is made fo fixt as to ftand and 
abide wholly in a mofl intenfe fire- For, that which 
Wood and Coals do (in a longtime) perform; the 


ftand dry ; and beiides too, one man is fufficiently a« 
ble to manage the whole bufinefs, nor is there any 
thinvelfe required but thofe unprofitable underwoods, 
or Briars, & c ■ or if you have not fuch, then? the 
Leaves that the wind blows ofF from the "liees. 

And if alfo you add fome Salt thereunto, even it 
will be likewife turned by the help of the wood into 
Salt-petre, and hereby will arife a greater profit: 

Neither is there any neccllity of taking the Salt we ule 
to feafon our meat withal. But yet it you can have 
it in plentiful quantity (as may be in many places ot 
Germany, where if much abounds) it will be well, but 
if it be not to be fo ealily had, the wood it felt will 
make Salt-petre enough ; nor needs there any other 
thing, buttobeginthework, and let Nature alone to 
perfect it, and to produce the Salt-petre. But far¬ 
ther, ns Germany dotlf never want llore of wood, fo 
wants it not fait, for there are whole Mountains of 
fait, which to exhault, is a thing impoflible ; cfpeci- 
ally in theTerritories of the Arch bifliop of Salt z.itirg, 
in the Elector of Bavaria's Country, the Dioccfs ot 
Berchtsutden as we call it; which places, befidcs their 
abounding with Salt,' do alfo abound with itore of very fame doth fuch a water eileft in a fevv-hours 
Wood. Have I not reafon to believe that great Trea- fpace. _ „ 

fires and Riches may be hence reaped- Salt they have 
at their Feet, and vail Defarts at hand, which are 
of noufe : O improvident Mankind 1 What account 
fhall we give that fo behave our felvesin our Steward- 
fliip- Would it not be much more praife-worthy to 
have drawn forth thofe Treafurcs, to the Honour of 
God, and not to have fullered them to have remained 
without being ufed, and unmanaged; what is the 
greatnefs of the charge requifite to the carrying on 
this Work that delcrrs them;’ What expcnce 1 pray is 
it, feeing that a little (head may ealily be built in the 
Woods? And befidcs, where great Woods, and ma¬ 
ny Trees are, there are alfo found Minerals both ripe 
and unripe, and the ripe may be forced out by Wood, 
or Coals, the unripe may be fixed, or ripened by the 
helpof Salc-petrc, and the Gold and Silver alfo may 
be afterwards thence feparated by the Salt-petre- 
And now I pray, would not the Country be en¬ 
riched hereby with vail Treafures, and llore of 
Wealth ? But put the worft, if every Country did 
not abound with llore of Wood, yet hath it a great 
deal of fuperfluous Grafs and Hubble, and this yields 
as good Salt-petre as the Wood does. And if in cafe 
every Country, orSeignory had not Minerals of their 
own, which might be lipened by Salt petre, and from 
whence Gold and Silver might be drawn, yet never- 
thelefs may they be had out of the bordering Provin-- 
ces- Nay more, if fo be the already excoded Me¬ 
tals fiiould be advanced toa maturity by the means of 
Salt-petre, yet would not even this kind of work be 
without an acceptable gain, and it would be better 
for us fo to do, than to hang them up at the Walls in 
onrHoufes, for Ornament, and Pride’s fake. If an 
Enemy comes, 011c Ounce of Gold, is better than a 
Thoufand pounds of Tin, or Copper, which the 
owner thereof mull uecdfarily beconltraincd to leave 
behind him, whereas he could carry away the Gold j 
with him ; which kind of concentration vve (hall treat 
of in the following third part: and in the fourth part 
fhall be taught, by what means even Gold and Silver 
may be concentrated, that fo it may lie hidden from 
the Enemy, and be iranfported (under another kind 
of form or fhape) into fuch places, where it may be 
free from the Enemies Clutches. 

And farther, that water which wefpeak of, ferves 
not only to excr.iT Gold and Silver out of the Ores, 
or Minera’s, (which otherwife, could not be drawm 
forth by any cxcotting or forcing) but alfo for the 
taming, and bringing to ufe that which is in huge 
Stoncsq Flints, andthebafer Foibles (in which,Gold 


But fome or other may oppofe or queflion thus; 
How can it polfibly be, that if thofe matters be fo ve¬ 
ry poor, 8 or 10 pound of water fhonld be fufficient to 
extraft the Gold & Silver which is contained in them; 
for it lcems as if S or 10 pounds of water were hard¬ 
ly enough to moiften tool, of Ore or Minera, but 
would be loll amongfl fuch a deal of Stuff- Let fuch 
an one know, that what I have written is poffible and 
true ; I can prove it and demonflrate it even to the 
fight; but as concerning the adminiftration of that 
Work, ’tis not fit it fhonld be made too common. 

And verily, in this flicks the main difficulty,here is 
the Art and Skill ; ’tis not for every one to acquit 
himfelf here, and if that the gold and filver were ex- 
traded by means of this Water, yet even then the 
chiefeft of the Art is to know how to precipitate the 
pure Gold and Silver thencefrom, and incorporate it, 
which knack I juftly referve for my Friends; for ve¬ 
rily, this is fiich an Art, as by the benefit of it alone 1 
fhall renew ancient friendfhip with many,and moreo¬ 
ver purchafe me more new friends : And therefore 
let no body be angry at me, or connt it amils, that I 
would not publickly difdofe fo excellent an Invention, 
and put new Weapons into mine Enemies hands to 
hurt me withal, f 1 his is taught in the following parts f\ 
And if 1 fltould do fo much as clearly to mention eve« 
ry thing, yet neverthelefs fiiould 1 incurr the enmity 
of many men, as much as if 1 never had done it; and 
befides too, itcannot polfibly be, that all things fiiould 
befo nakedly and plainly decyphercd to the unskilful, 
as that they fiiould prefently be able to do every thing, 
if they once make trial, and cannot do the bufinefs 
that they aimed"at in their minds,then they curfe him 
that writ, and beftow many a bitter wifh on him, as if 
he had been too obfenre in cx-prefling himfelf, and fo 
they defpifethat which is otherwife laudable- 

But if fo be that the pofiibility of a thing is only de- 
monllrated, and no Receipt added, then they will not 
undertake any frultraneons Labours, nor will have 
caufe of curfing any. But fome or other may here en= 
quire, Where ihall I find fuch a fort of Minerals and 
Foffiles,out of which I may extract Gold and Silver? 
If any fuch had been to have been found,they would not 
have lain idle & waited for my coming ; others would 
have taken them away long ago, and converted them 
to their own ufes- I think it expedient to demand as 
well of fuch a one, who thofe others fhonld be, that 
fiiould have taken them away before thee ? If their 
Experience be as little as thine, and thine no greatei 
than is theirs, there’s no danger of your fore-pi event- 
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mg or deceiving one another, Teeing you are all alike 
ignorant of the thing. 

w Think’ft thou that the number ofthofc that are 
experienc’d in Metals is fo large ? ’Tisconfeft, there 
arc enough Excofters or MetabScparators,butyet they 
muff force leave that untouch’d which they cannot 
lind out, feeing they know no other way of ordering 
their Affairs, but the old Road- It oftentimes hap¬ 
pens, that there is more Gold driven away into the air 
by thefe Excofters, than is left behind in the fire,and 
yet forfooth that Crew arrogate to thcmfelvcs abnm 
dance of knowledge, and perfwade thcmfelvcs, that 
they Hand not in any need of any ones advice. Nor 
indeed do 1 invite them to any new Studies and Ope¬ 
rations •, let all fuch as Iift,ufe the fame way of ex¬ 
celling or feparation that they have learned i but if 
there be among them thofe that are not afhamed to 
learn better, fuch may be counfellcd. My pnrpofe at. 
prefent is,to do fome acceptable Service to thole that 
have no Mine pits, and who cannot feparate Minerals 
or Ore in grofs, as 1 may fay, and yet would be very 
glad to enjoy in private fome little fmall gleanings as 
’twere of the bits or fmall pieces that the Excotfters 
leave, whereby they may get fufficient gain for the 
commodious fuftaining of Life- Thefe arc they whom 
1 have a mind to affift-, the Richer lort have enough 
already to (ill or fatiate themfelves withal; nor need 
they any information of mine •, as for the Poor,there’s 
no regard had to them. 1 he whole Artifice therefore 
confifteth in the extracting (when there’s but a very 
little Water ufed) and then in the precipitation of the 
Metals, fo that the Water may remain good, and fit 
for other ufes. There’s plenty enough of poor Mi¬ 
nerals and Fofliles even every where, and which no 
body regards and knows. It would not be amifs to 
look upon or confider of all Flints , Rocks , and 
Stones you meet with, and confider what property 
they are of. 

Concerning this I have written in the Firft Part of 
l the Mineral 1! 'o >\, viz.. How by the Spirit of Salt 
Gold may be extracted out of a Flint: But as hither: 
to, few there arc that have fet about that Work,part: 
ly becaufe they couid not prepare the fpirit of Salt, 
and partly becaufe they kr.ewnot how to precipitate 
from it the extracted Gold, nor knew how to melt 
I the extracted Calx of Sol with Antimony ; all which 
i 1 muft needs eonfefs, is not for every one to perform. 
But now this Extraflion which is made by the Water 
of Salt-petre, doth extract the Silver too, which be¬ 
ing thence precipitatcd,the water remains as virtuous 
as afore ; and indeed, if a comparifon be made ’twixt 
this and that Extraction, there is as much difference 
as is between black and white, and between the day 
and night; therefore 1 fay that this is a thing worth 
the learning, for it may be of exceeding mnch profit 
in times of affliction. Greatly is that pledge to be e- 
ffeemed of, ivhuh(as the old Proverb is) redeems its 
Lord. Art is no burthen to a man to carry, but it 
rather carries or bears up a Man, eafeth him, and 
makes him be of a cheerful mind, becaufe it is a thing 
on which we may fafely truft. It is more precious 
than Gold and Gems, which may be loft, but this a- 
bides firm and conflant even to the Grave, and doth 
abundantly enrich its mailer. 

This Extraction doth likewife lerve for the draw¬ 
ing forth Gold out of Silver, tho’ it be not gilt,which 
to do is not in every ones power, tho’ many know that 
Silver hath Gold in it,yet if it be not of fo much value 
as to quit the Cofts that arc neceffarily to be expen¬ 
ded upon it, it is left as it is-, and now there is no 
where feparated Gold out of Silver, unlefs it be gilt, 
and they fee it flicking thereupon. Any other filver 
whatfoever, how much gold foever it poffeffeth,is not 
feparated, when as though, fotnetimes there might be 


33 1 

made more gain thencefrom. But 1 muft needs eonfefs, 
that the reparation of the Gold from the Silver, the 
ufual and known way is conjoined with abundance of 
labour, and not worth the cofts fpent about making 
the feparation, unlefs, haply, the filver partakes much 
of the Gold : Whereas on the contrary, this my way 
of feparating is done with light labour and fmall cofts", 
and therefore may be ufed about all filver whatfoever, 
though it has in it never fo little Gold. 

But that the bufinefs may be yet more clear, and the 
better perceived,it will be ufeful to add this informatU 
on. When you would feparate the (^oldfron the Sil¬ 
ver by Aqua-fortis, it muft firft be purified with Lead, 
by burning it upon a Tefl, now in this work there’s 
the Teft, Fire, the fufficient portion of Lead,the labour 
and time fpent hereon to be confidered, and when all 
this is done, then the Lead has entred, together with 
the Copper that was in the Silver, into the Teft, and 
may be efteemed of but as a thing juft kept from 
being loft. Befides too,the Copper carries away with 
it,a good part of the filver into the Teft. And altho’ 
that by a moft vehement blaft of Bellows the Teft may¬ 
be molten,and part of the Lead,Copper,and Silver re* 
covered,yet theexpences neceffarily requifiteto thiso= 
peration,nre more than the regain’d Metals arc worth, 
fothat thefe cofts, charges,and troubles arc too great. 
Then finally, when all this is done, and that the filver 
fliall have been depured by burning,then it muft after 
all this, be granulated, and this is fome charge, and 
then when all this is done, it may be feparated by A- 
qua fortis, and being feparated, be again molten in- 
to a Mafs- 

_ Now my way of working is freed from all thefe 
kind of linked labours,and fo much trouble and lofs 
of expences and time may be avoided ; for when I 
take on me to feparate any Silver, whether it has 
much or little Gold, I cut it into bits about the length 
and bredth of my Finger, fo as that I but put it into 
my feparatory Vcffel 3 then 1 make it gently or by de¬ 
grees red hot, to the end that the defilements 
may be the better wafht offend the feparatory water 
may the better work upon it. Then pour I in the wa¬ 
ter, and fufler the Gold, Silver and Copper 
to be diffolved ; then (after this) do I precipitate the 
Gold, then the Silver, then the Copper ■, all which 
operations, from the beginning to the end, are done 
in three or four hours fpace, nor requires it any ex¬ 
pence fave only the water, and a little fire, to keep 
the water warm, that it may the more ftrongly work 
upon and diffolve the Silver ; the Metals thus fepara¬ 
ted from each other and edulcorated, may be melted ? 
and now from thence may any one fee, how much 
difference there is betwixt ours and the common fepa¬ 
ration of metal, by the rnoift way •, and if there be 
any one that would ufe this way of mine, of fepara¬ 
tion, he would doubtlefsly get much gain and riches,' 
neither could any one endnmmage him by way of pre¬ 
vention, and he would get himfelf an exceeding pro¬ 
fit wherefoever he be, not only outofguilt Silver,but 
alfo out of any other \ for there is not a City fo fmall, 
but it hath a Silverfmith, who buys up the old Silver; 
and feparates it his own way, which is very laborious 
and eoftly, and therefore he would the willinglier give 
his Silver to another to feparate, whereby himfelf 
might be fpared the labour and coft, were there but 
any one that would offer li im his help thereabouts. 

And feeing that all Copper holds Gold hidden in it, 
and that that Copper is not any impediment in this my 
way of feparation, but is refolved together with the 
Silver, therefore doth it always bring fome inereafe 
to the Gold and confequently more gain ; but the la¬ 
bour will be yet moregainftil if it be prepared with a 
feparatory water, which hath other Golden fpecicsor 
! things added thereto in the making, and which render 
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M,e water aurcous, fuch as are Lapis Calaminaris, 
Zink, the Minerals for Ores) of Iron and Copper ;for 
hcreby is made a water that is in it felf auriferous, and 
which doth readily (in the feparation)jom its volatile 
Gold to the Silver, and fuffer its felf to be incorpo¬ 
rated •, in fo much that even fuch Silver as hath alrea¬ 
dy been fcparated and purged, will yield Gold enough 
in the reparation, if it be diffolved with fuch a fepa- 
ratory water, which hath been impregnated by gra¬ 
duating things. / 

And even as this fame extraction which is done in 
the moift way,by the water of Salt-petre is exceeding¬ 
ly eminent and c. much ufc, as being fuflicientto fup- 
p!y many thoufandsof men with food and neceffaries 
for life, fo as that they need not at all to be compelled 
to deceive or damnify one another - , fo likewife,no lefs 
excellent is the extraction, which is done by the dry 
way-, if, viz. the Volatile Antimonial Mincras, or 
Ores (whether they contain in them Gold, or Silver, 
or Copper, Iron, or Tin, and what metals foever they 
contain in them)be molten with twice, thrice, or four 
times as much Antimony in a Crucible, and be (by 
the means of lron)precipitated into Regulus’s ; for by 
this work, what good foever there was in the Ores, 
and even the Metals themfelves,may be obtained each 
apart: for when the Antimouy hath extracted the 
Gold out of the Minerals, the Gold may then be firft 
precipitated, then the Silver, laftly the Copper -, and 
all of them with a very fmall colt and little labour, in- 
fomuch, that in one days time many pounds of Gold 
and Silver may be drawn by thisart out of the Mine¬ 
ral : and this too by a little fire. For the Antimony 
penetrates the mineral like water/and difiblves what 
isgoedinit-, and as for that which is of an earthy 
nature it calls off from it felf, and brings it into fco- 
ria- But it brings the Metal to a Metalline form in the 
precipitation, which mull then becupellated, or pu¬ 
rified by the help of Salt-petre- And if haply you 
cannot get Antimony for this work, than common 
Brimltonc may fci ve in its Head, and it will perform 
the fame thing, if the Minera be ground and mixt 
therewith, and be molten in a covered Pot or Cruci¬ 
ble, and be precipitated by Iron, for fo the Metals 
falls down in aRegulns, and the Sulphur abides be¬ 
hind in the fcoria. But this kind of work requires a 
skilful Artift or Melter, who hath already been long 
and much verfed in precipitations-, forelfehe will be 
intangled therein, and not find the wifii’d for fuccefs. 

NB. This is to be underftood of that kind of Mi¬ 
nerals and Fodiles which partake of Antimony , Arje- 
?•’/£(_, CoLoltyAfarchafite or Sulphur , being fuch as Anti¬ 
mony and Sulphur love to feize upon and dilfolve in the 
melting: fuch Minerals or Ores as have fand and 
Hones among them,thcy( viz. Antimony or Sii'phur jvvill 
have nothing todo with them ; of this kind are Gra- 
nates, Talk, and fuch like: fo neither, doth the water 
of Salt petre in the moift way entend its virtue to all 
the Minerals,nor extraCls it Gold and Silver out of all 
of them •, butefpecially it arts not atallon them which 
are very fulphureous,unIcfs they are firft Torrified or 
Calcined as’twere,and fo freed from the Sulphur t then 
at Jength the water pcrfdrms its office elfe not. Nor 
doth the water ad upon Granates or other Minerals 
and Fodiles which are (as to the outward appearance) 
fmooth and as it were glalfy. And therefore all fuch 
mult firft of necellity be mafter’d by an incenfe fire, 
and fubducu. 

There are likewife to be found fome Minerals and 
Foffiles which fuffer not what they have in them to be 
introduced intocither Lead or Antimony,or tobeftow 
their Treafure upon them; nor will they be forced 
out nor cupellated, but both are and remain fcoria>and 
do retain that form of glafs which they afore had ; un = 
Ids haply yon make them Hoop, and mailer them by 


a molt Itrong blaft for by this means they fuffer 
their Gold and Silver to be wrefted from them * But 
they may be mattered too, if yon thereto add in the 
fu ling fome Pottcrs-alhes, or fait of the Lees of Wine, 
or Alhes made of Wood, and melt them together, for 
fo by this means alfo will they be obedient to thee; for 
falts dilfolve in flux all ftony Minerals, and fuch asre- 
femble glafs and fcoria, which otherwife no other fire 
is able to do. But to make any more accurate deferi- 
ption of that thing, appertains not to this place, but 
to the following Third Part of this Book", that which 
we have here minded, is only to make light touches as 
’twere about fhewing thevariety of Foffiles and Mine¬ 
rals - , and that, if haply any one fhould light on fuch 
a Mineral, out ofwhich he cannot extract the metal, 
neither by the help of Antimony, nor by the water of 
Salt-petre, he Ihould not think it void of every thing 
or that he has not dexteroufly and conveniently e- 
nough handled the fame, but may know, that the on¬ 
ly caufe is, the property of the Mineral it felf. 

And now, even as the Sulphureous minerals do 
cheifly admit of being feparated by Antimony admix¬ 
ed in the melting, and thofe that are Itony, not fo j 
even fo the water of Salt-petre doth more willingly 
extract the Itony Minerals, than the fulphureou ones; 
but yet, if the fulphur be taken from them by Torre- 
fadtion, it is able to dilfolve even thefe too- 

But it chiefly loves thofe that have Stria, and are 
a fpotted (®ttart}ln;) fandy, poor kind of Minera: 
which (otherwife) yon cannot extract commodioufly 
neither by Fufion or by Mercury : But that you may ne¬ 
ver be deceived here, it will be altogether expedient to 
be acquainted with both ways,both with this which is 
done by flux,& with that moilt way which is done with 
Water ; both ways are good, and exceedingly pro¬ 
fitable in the feparation of the Mineral or Ores; and 
that not only of fuch as may be every where had, but 
likewife of metalline mixtures: whether it be by 
melting them together, or elfe by fomefad mifchance 
of your Houfes being burnt ; or finally, if it proceed 
front thence, that Gold and Silver do lie hidden un¬ 
known in copper, Tin, Iron, or Lead ; now they may 
with cafe be feparated from each other by both thofe 
aforefaid ways, and on fuch wife as that nothing may 
be loll. 

The ancients knew not how to extract the Gold and 
Silver out of Copper as the modern Refiners are w T ont 
to do, but took them together as they lay and fo ap¬ 
plied them to any ufes whether to make Bells or great 
Guns. Neither was the feparation by Aqna-fortis fo 
much in ufe in thofe days as in ours: Nay more, if in 
a Mark of Silver there was no lefs than the quantity 
of a Ducket of Gold, yet notwithftanding they did 
not feparate it, but did make it up into money as it 
was, as the old Coins do fufficiently teltify. For it is 
cvidentthatall Silver almolt, partakesof Gold, and 
ancients being unexercifed and not well verfed in the 
Art of feparation,all the Silver though never fo aurife¬ 
rous was Coined into Money,or put to other ufes ;but 
their fucceflours fmelt out what they had done, and 
therefore bought up all fuch Money,and feparated it,& 
made thereof an exceeding gain: fo that there is not 
in our age fo much as a Dollar, Schrenckbergick, 
Grofs, Crucifer, even to the fmallclt half Penny, 
of Gold Coin to be had throughout all Germany t 
all being changed and bought up and wiped off the 
Gold. But yet there is Silver enough left, both made 
into money, and wrought up by the Gold-fnuths , a 
Mark whereof contains, f or 5 of a Ducket of Gold; 
and therefore feeing the common way of feparati¬ 
on by Aqua-fortis cannot be of ufe here, becaufe the 
colts are too great, and the little portion of the Gold 
will net countervail the fame; it may be done this 
way, and feparated by either the moift, or by the 
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dry way, and that with profit, though there fhould be lefs 
than jth part of a Ducket in a Mat k of Silver. And befides, 
Bells ever have much Silver in them, neither was it fepa- 
rated therefrom by the ancients (as we have faid afore): 
and likewife old Tin hath a great deal of Gold and Silver 
in it, which was of old wont to be molten and wrought up 
with theCopper into Bells or great Guns. Many there are 
that well know, that there is Gold and Silver in thefe 
things, but how to extrad them thence, they know not: 
For Copper admits not of beingcupellatcd for purified) 
by Lead,much lefs of being feparated ,& yet more difficult 
is it to do it by Aqua-fortis. But yet, it may be effeded 
and that with a great deal of profit by the way which we 
have (hewn, both the moift and dry too. And therefore 
he that fhall be well skill’d in thefe operations, doing it ei¬ 
ther by melting with Antimony, or by the Water, will 
get abundance of profit out of your old and broken pieces 
of Bells : Nay fhould he buy them whole, yet would he 
get no fmall matter, for he may extrad their Gold and 
Silver, and then melt them anew- For there is not barely 
in Bells that portion of Gold & Silver which the Copper 
and Tin had naturally in them,and of which the Bells are 
made •, but alfo, it was the cuftom of the ancients, (when 
a new Bell was molten or founded,) to call fome God-fa¬ 
thers or Witnefles (according to their ancient cuftom) 
who named the Bells afore they were baptized: And like 
as it is even at this day the ufual cuftom every where 
throughout Chriftendom in the baptizing of Infants for 
the God-fathers to give their God-child iome Money for 
Plate) as a remembrance fothe ancients did do in the 
baptizing of their Bells, as they were flowing in the Fur¬ 
nace they caft thereinto Gold and Silver, to teftify their 
affedion to Holy ufes,ar.d alfo that the Bells might fufe 
the better, and yield a clearer found. Upon this account 1 
fay, tnat ’tis no fmall gain that may be gotten out of old 
Bells, feeing there never is a Bell which is deftitute of 
Gold and Silver. 

And now the well-mindedReader fees what ufe this ex- 
tradion and precipitation of Gold 8t Silver which is done 
either in the moift or in the dry way, is of-, and that not 
only in Minerals and Foflilcs, but likewife in metalline 
mixtures too, out of which there can nothing be obtained 
by any other way. 

Who I pray will not now magnifieof highly efteem of 
Salt-petre,and take care about having it prepared in great 
plenty, and fo convert it to his profit, feeing it is clearly 
manifeft that fo much good may be done with it both in 
Metalline Affairs and Medicine ? Ido what lam able, 1 of¬ 
fer my felf to all good Men: If they will not liften to me, 
I am not to be blamed but am void of fault. Man’s Life is 
too fhort, than for one Man to be able to deferibe all the 
things that may be done by the help of Salt-petre; nei¬ 
ther indeed is it to be wifhed that many fhould know it. 

But feeing I but now treated of the precipitation of Me¬ 
tals and Minerals, I think it worth whiIe,to (hew the caufe 
of that precipitation, that fo tfie ftudloUs of Art may have 
a more certain foundation of this thing. That which is to 
be feparated, muftof neccflitybe a bound up or fafb knit 
body,for elfe it would not need any feparation ; therefore 
forafmuch as ohe Metal knits up,or inclofeth another,they 
cannot be feparated from one another,but by the breaking 
or deftrudion of the bonds which they are tied withal,and 
knit each within another-, this deftrudion now, is to be 
done by the Fire, both in the moift And likewife in the dry 
way. Copper,Tin,Iron,and Lead, may in the dry way be 
i feparated from Gold and Silver,if they are Cupellated to¬ 
gether on a Teft: For then thefuperfluousor burning S«/- 
phurjn the imperfed Metals ; adsuponit felf and reduceth 
its o-.vn proper Body or Metal into Scoria, and feeingthat 
there isa great part of Lead therein,thofe Scoria are flux- 
ile, and itdoth by little & little (as much of it as goes into 
fcoria) infimiate it felf or Aide into the porous Tefts or 
Hearths- But the Gold and Silver which have no fuperflu- 
ous Sulphur, do remain unhurt upon the Teft, wafhtand 
clean ; & donowfhewthemfelvesintheir clarity 5 c bright- 


nefs; This is the feparation of the good from the bad, or 
the combuftible from the incombuftible,which is done by 
the force of Fire only, and folely : by which,the imperfed: 
Metals arc by the help of Lead converted into brittle fco¬ 
ria, and fo creep into the Tefts, and feparate themfclves 
from the perfed Bodies; and this is a very eafic 
work, and well enough known to every body, and is by the 
Refiners called Cupellation. But now in this feparation, 
there’s only a feparation made of the imperfed Metals 
from the perfed,but the Gold and Silver remain mixt to¬ 
gether,and if you would have each apart too, then ’tis rie- 
ceffary that theonebcdifloDM and feparated from the 
other by a molt ftrong Aqua fortis. But if the portion of 
the Silver be more than the Gold, then the Silver is dif- 
folvcd by a common Aqua-fortis made of Salt-petre and 
Vitriol, and fo the Gold will fall to the bottom : and this 
nay of feparation is well enough known and ufed by all the 
Refiners and Goldfmilhs-, but if there be more Gold than 
there is Silver, then do they diftolve the Gold by Aqua? 
regia ,and fo the Silver remains undillolv’d y nor is the 
Aqua-regia any thing elfe but a ftrong water of Salt-petre, 
in which fome Sal-armniacl^is diflolved; for the common 
or fimple water of Salt-petre doth diflolve the Silver on¬ 
ly and leaves the Gold ; and contrariwifethe Aqua-regia 
diflolvcs the Gold only, and meddles not with the Silver; 
but if they know not the right way of ordering the Aqua- 
regia, they are wont to add to the Gold in the melting fo 
much Silver as may make up three times the weight that 
there is of the Gold, and fo they feparate it by Aqua¬ 
fortis, which (kind of operation) we call (hie ijhtiattj),. 

There is yet another way of feparation,which is known 
unto them,and this is done by Cementation,if^AcOdivcrs 
Metals are commixt together,and they are mixt with Vk 
triol, Salt, and Tiles, Stratum fuper firatum, and fo kept 
together a while for fome due time in a continual fireythen 
the Salt and Vitriol doaffume to themfelves the imperfect 
Metals,and leave the moft perfed,that is the Gold, alone. 
Cementing doth alfo attract Silver and Iron, Copper and 
Lead ; but this kind of feparation is only ufed to im¬ 
pure Gold, perfedly to purifie it. , , . 

There is yet another way of feparation, which is done 
by Antimony,and is likewife only ufed to Gold,tocleanfe 
it from its impurity and vitiofity- There is alfo another 
way of feparatingby fufion, in which,ifyou would have a 
metalline mixture which hath Gold,Silver, Copper, Iron, 
Tin,and Lead in it,to be feparated into its feveral kinds, 
then the mixture muft be granulated and burnt with Sul¬ 
phur, and being burnt,it muft be melted in a Pot, arid fo 
by precipitating it either with Lead or Iron, one Metal 
muft be feparated orderly from another ; which w-ay is 
wont to be ufed (as far as I know) but by few, becaufe 
they are not fo underftanding in Nature, nor know any 
caufe why one Metal feparates it felf from another,fooner 
and more readily out of themafs or metalline mixture, 
and fettles to the bottom. 

But that the ingenious Lover of* Art may have fome di¬ 
redory, as’twere, and fome occafion to confider with 
himfelf more deeply,and may have a willingnefs to under¬ 
take fo excellent and profitable an Art, 1 have a mind to 
difeover the caufe of the precipitation. It is fufficiently 
evident, that l‘ke rejoiceth rvitb like, and that there’s a dis¬ 
agreement ’ewixt unlike things.Oil loves to be mixt with, 
Oil,St Water is willingly united with Water : but not at all 
with Oil,left by a medium intervening.Hence it is,that for 
afmuch as oneMetal is of a different nature from another, 
that fuch as arealike, love each other, and fuch as be un¬ 
like do abhor and fhun each other , and therefore when 
there arediversMetalsinone mais,and that you would fe* 
parate them, it is neceffarv that you do it by adding fuch 
a thing as is of affinity to the more imperfed part, and is 
at Enmity with the perfeder part- As for examp.Sulphur 
is a friend to all the Metals, fare Gold, and that it hates 
but yet it loves (even in the imperfed Metals) one better 
than another : for by how much the more like they are; 
thereunto,and the more imperfed,fo much the more rea- 
Q.q q q dily 
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dily is it a friend or enemy thereto. And therefore when 
the Sulphur (hall have been put into the mafs in the com- 
budion, then the molt noble parts flie off.and do their belt 
to free themfelves from the fellowfhip of the imperfe<ft 
and unclean metals-, but yet they cannot rid themfelves 
without fome aifidance and therefore if fome fulphure- 
ous or imperfeftMetal (hall be put to the fulphureous mafs, 
then the fulphur laieshold upon it, and lets go the more 
perfetd part, tho’ not fo pureas yet,but it needs a greater 
purification ; concerning which there may be read more 
at large in the Explication of my MiraculumMnndi.TKis 
work is called Precipitation ', when the more perfect part 
is precipitated and feparated from the more vile,and that 
out of one and the fame mixture- The fame reafon is 
there in the precipitation made in the moid way,if (^ris.-) 
Jome Metals,or all together,be diflolved in the water,one 
is thence precipitated after another orderly- Firft,That 
which is the mod noble and mod perfeft, then the 1 & 3, 
and fo regularly, until they are all precipitated. This is 
that m6d excellent and hitherto wholly unknown, and 
molt gallant Invention wherewith I hope to become 
ferviceable to my Friends. ... 

He that well underdands this precipitation,will gain 
much,but if he only meddles with thisoperation in a care-- 
lefs manner, and meerly cudomary as ’twere, and fo not 
know the reafon it felf, why fuch, or fuch a thing is, he 
may worthily be compared to an Afs that carrys' a fack, 
but knows not what is therein contained,nor whither he is 
to carry it. Therefore i will yet farther add a more clear 
information. Iron precipitates Copper out of both the 
dry and moid folution Copper precipitates filver both 
in the moid and dry folution : Mercury doth chiefly pre¬ 
cipitate Gold, and altho’ Copper, Iron, Tin.and Lead,do 
alfo precipitate Gold and Silver, yet each Metal hath its 
own peculiar precipitation, and farther note, that Pre¬ 
cipitations done with Salts do exceed thofe done with the 
Metals, for by them may all the Metals be precipitated 
and this hath even hitherto been kept fecret. 

And befides,on'e Metal does not only precipitate ano¬ 
ther, but doth likewifc change or alter it. As for examp- 
If I put the Plates of Copper in a folution of Silver, then 
(whether the folution or operation be done cither in the 
moid way or in the dry way)the filver precipitates it felf 
by means of the Copper. And if I but know how to ma¬ 
nage that bufinefs knowingly arid skilfully, the Silver will 
alfo graduate fofrie of the Copper into Silver in the pre¬ 
cipitation, and there will be gained more filver than was 
put in the folution. In like manner, if 1 precipitate Cop= 
per with Iron, out of a folution of Copper, then doth the 
Copper precipitate it felf by reafon of the Iron, but 
withal,fome part of the Iron doth exalt it felf in the pre¬ 
cipitation intoCopper; and feeing that thiskind of ope¬ 
ration is confirmed by often Experience,there is none can 
fafely quedion it- But I do not fay, that in fuch a grada¬ 
tion all the Iron is turned into Copper, or all the Copper 
into Silver-, nerdid 1 ever try it; but yet I readily be¬ 
lieve, that it is a thing poflible to be done by reiterated 
workings- Mercury precipitates Gold mod willingly, 
but only in the moid way, for in the dry way it cannot 
fubfid but to precipitate it in that way. Iron ferves ex* 
ccl'cntly well -, Copper alfo and Lead are profitably ufe= 
ini hereabout alfo, but yet Iron is better. 

There is a lingular precipitation ofSilver with Mercu* 
ry, which I will"here mention. TheChymids fome hun¬ 
dreds of years ago, made Silver out of Cirinabar, but 
without any benefit or profit; neither did their filver they 
got come from the Mercury, but from that filver which 
they added to theCinnabar-They took commonCinnabar, 
made of Quick-filver and Brimdone, and brake it into 
fmall bits, about the bignefs of the Nail of ones Finger, 
and made Layes, or Stratum faper ftratum , thereof, with 
filings of pure Silver, then they luted up all well, and kept 
it in a moderate heat for 20,30,or40 hours, and by this 
way they found that their Cirinabar, which at fird was 
ted, was made black; this matter theycupellatcd with 
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Lead upon a Ted, and fo got as much Silver as was the 
weight of the Mercury in the Cinnabar. 

NB. As much filver as they got,fo much wanted there 
of the filver they put unto it, and fo there was no Gain 
made from hence ; and they fuppofedf but falily)that the 
Quickfilver extracted the foul out of the filver put there- 
unto, and that therefore the faid filver was rendered vo¬ 
latile. Nor indeed is it contrary to Reafon, that Argent - 
vive fhould extra£t the foul from Silver,1 thereby convert 
it felf into filver; and that on the other hand,this exanb 
mated filver be made wholly volatile,if it benot animated 
anew by other Metals; and this is what fome have done 
and attained to, by the help of Lead. 

But the Operation which 1 treat of at prefent is rather 
an attradlion or precipitation of filver by Mercury, and 
this precipitation is to be done in the moid way, and is 
mod wondrous eafie; nor is it without Encreafe or Gain, 
provided you are willing to wait its time, and ’tis thus. 

Ifone part of purer filver be diflolved in Aq. fortis t and 
in the folution two parts of Rain-water be added to one 
Part oiAq.fortiS) and there be likewife thrown in three 
or four parts of Quick-Mercury, and all this be left fome 
daies or weeks in a cold place, unmoved, then the filver 
precipitates it felf out of the Water to the Mercury, and 
the Mercury diflolves it felf into the Water, and both to¬ 
gether yield a wonderful reprefentation of growing 
things, like Mountains and Vallies, and certainly is of a 
mod pleafarit afpeft. The refult of which is this, 
if they dand fo a long time and (hall be afterwards edul¬ 
corated and reduced by Lead,then the Silver gets no fmall 
encreafe from the Mercury; But yet there’s no gain to 
be thence had unlefs thofe out growings for reprefentati* 
ons of fine things ) be differed to operate and germinate 
above a Year : And this, few operators will yield to do> 
and to be withheld fo long a time from the fruits of their 
Labours. Now the reafon of this operation is thus: 
The Aqua-fortis is a moid and cold Fire, and ripens as 
well as the dry and hot Fire, but he need be a skillful Ar- 
tid that fets upon this Work. 

It is evident that fome of the ancient Philofophers ma¬ 
turated thcirUniverfalMedicine by a moid fire,as you may 
fee in Artepbins and others. Otherfome Philofophers exr 
traded a certain fecret water,or univerfal Mendruum and 
diflolventout of the NitrousSca,and did thereby perform 
mod notable things,but they always kept it fecret, and the 
deferiptionthey have made thereof,hath been obfcured,or 
painted over with Riddles,or dark exprcflions,when they 
fay, that Tj draws his fecret water out of the Sea, of as 
clear brightnefs as the Moon : which way of drawing it 
belongs not to this placcto (hew: only thus much is hinted, 
that out of Nitre may be drawn an Univerfal Mendruum, 
which is more excellent than the Corroiive Spirit of Ni¬ 
tre, which faid Spirit doth indeed diflolve all things, bur 
after the manner of corrofives,whereas this which h draws 
and is of the clear brightnefs of the Moon,hath nothing of 
Corrofivity in it, butismild and fweet, and wets not the 
hands,or tingeth them,as that Corrofive doth •, and altho’ 
fuch a water be Volatile,and not fixt,yet is it of fuch a na¬ 
ture as to condringe, and fix other fugitive, and unfixe 
things. ’Tis a thing mod worthy of admiration to confi- 
der how thofe Natures have a mutual love each to the 0- 
ther,and embrace one another, and are converted the one 
into the other- And thus much may fuffice to have been 
fpoken concerning the precipitation of the Metals outof 
both the dry, and moid folutions- 
Let no body feek to filh ought more out of me by their 
Letters; but as for fuch as formerly have been my friends, 
and even now are, or (hall hereafter be,to thefe I will not 
deny any thing, always provided, that nothing be done a- 
gainda decorumfa they ufe tofay)or a difcrect behaviour- 
But now if any one thinks that (if he comes flying from 
the Ead or Wed)I mud prefently lay afide all my bufinefs, 
and only attend upon doing and anfwering what he de¬ 
mands : No,that’s a thing my Affairs won’t permit me to 
do, fori have fomewhat elfe to manage- And therefore 

would 
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would 1 forewarn fuch an one,that he enters not on fuch a 
Journey afore he be certain whether or no it ftands with 
my convenience or not. For this hath many a time already 
happened unto me,w'~.for fomc one to come with a defire 
of knowing this or that fecret, who (when I would have 
told it him, but that 1 had no time then to accommodate 
him) hath gone away ftomaching at me, and began to re¬ 
proach me publickly afore allMen,as if 1 were fome inhu¬ 
mane,or mercilefs fellow,and would not fatisfy his requeft. 
Some alfo there have been, whooutofthe meer malice of 
their mind have divulged,that Imy felf have nothing, fee= 
ing they can get nothing from me; there are many fuch 
perverfe kind of men to be found, who make no Confci-. 
ence of enervating, or fucking out the very Marrow of 
the Bones of others, fo as they may be butbenefited there¬ 
by them felves; which verily is a great evil and inhumanity. 
How often have fuch kind of men come unto me, whom, 
(when they have fpoken with their kind words unto me, 
and alfo carry the garb, and outfide fhow of very honeft 
Men, and promifed all decent thankfulncfs) l have fatis- 
fy’d, and yet have afterwards fled off from, and broken 
their Faith: Therefore it is the beft way for him who has 
any fingular thing, to bury it over in filence, and fo he 
need not fear of being drained by others, that know how 
(by the perfwafive flattering Art) to get out his skill, 
and give no thanks afterwards for the fame- 

If 1 had not already began to deferibe the Prof parity of 
Germany ^certainly I would not now beginbut forafmuch 
as 1 have taken upon me to finifli what 1 have begun, I will 
Hand to my promife, and will in like manner fhortly pub- 
lifli (if God fhail fee it good) the third and fourth part. 

And feeing that in both the following parts,the meliora= 
tion, or concentration of theMetals, is chiefly to be done 
by the help of Salt-petre, 1 was willing more amply to 
confirm in this fecond part, that which I wrote in the 
Erftpart of the Generation of Salt-petre. And I do again 
and again averr with the greatefb afleveration, that fuch 
a generation of Salt-petre out of wood is very true, and is 
founded on Nature her felf. 

Now muft 1 proceed a little onwards, and withal de- 
monftrate to the Ample, that the putrefa&ory Stomack, 
in which the wood is digefted and putrefied, and which 
tranfmuteth all wood,and refolves likewife all Leaves and 
Grafs in a Ihort time, tranfmutes and reduceth it into 
Dung, is as the ftomack of Animals is, and this may be 
done in a moft vaft Quantity, as hath been proved in the 
firft part of the Profperttyof Germany \ and this no Mortal 
Man can ever refute, viz. that the effential fait, or fait of 
Nature,is no other thing but Salt-petre, but is not as yet 
burning,or flaming up,until it be animated by the air,and 
conceivea life thencefrom,the eflential fait of Vegetables, 
barely fuch, is not fo, viz. Salt-petre, as hath been fuffici- 
ently manifefted. 

Now whatfoever gives fertility and power of growth, 
isNitrous; if therefore there lay hid no Nitre in Mine¬ 
rals,as in Hones, why would the Gardiners carry flackt 
Lime into their Fields,and ufe it inftead of Dung to dung 
their Fields withal ? Whence doth the Salt-petre come 
that grows on upon old Walls, if not from the Lime ? 
What is the reafon that the Salt-petre men do feek after 
old ruined walls, to make Salt-petre thereout of,were no¬ 
thing in them ? I verily believe that this is an indubitable 
Argument, that there is Salt-petre hidden in all things: 
For the fait of the World, or theUniverfal Eflential fait, 
is nothing elfe but Salt-petre, when it hath after a due 
time attrafted a life out of the air, to which end my fecret 
circulatoryinftrument was invented, that fuch an anima¬ 
tion might be the more conveniently brought to pafs. 

Nor do the other kinds of falts, viz. Sal-Gem, the fait 
made out of the natural fait fountains,or fea-falt, likewife 
all falts which are made out of the Lees of Wood afhes,or 
of Lime,alfo Alurae and Vitriol,all thefe are not fo widely 
different from falt-petre, but they may eafily be tranfmu¬ 
ted,and converted into falt-petre by the animation of the 
air,by the help of my circulatory veflei•> but for the better 
perception of the operation, I will fubjoiu this Example. 
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Diflolve as much Sal-Gem, fea fait, or fait made out of 
the fait fountains,orcommon fait which is frequently ufed 
in boiling of meats, or fait made of Wood a(hes,or of the 
Hones of Calx-vive, in Aq. fort's, as much as the water 
will aflume to its felf, or be able to diflolve, and let it a- 
gain cool; then the fait does not concrete or (hoot granu- 
larly,any more but into longifhCor.es like falt-petre.Pour 
off the Aq.fortis,or Salt-petre water,and diflolve it, viz. 
the fait, again in a Lixivium of Lime, and criflallize it, fo 
fhail you have therefrom a Natural, or Genuine Salt-pe¬ 
tre,and no lefs combuflible than any other Salt-petre that 
is digged out of the Hables where Cattle have flood. 
Then again may there be, by the faid Salt-petre water, 
more fait prepared, either common fait, or fait out of 
Herbs,or Wood, and bediffolved and cryftallizcd, from 
whence refults a new falt-petre, and this operation 
may be fo long repeated,until all the falt-petre water be 
turned together with the fait, into falt-petre- 

This tranfmutation of falt-petre is perfected in fome 
hours, and from hence may a worthy reward for your 
pains be reaped, could it be othervvife performed than in 
GlalTes; and indeed,out of one pound of falt-petre, would 
there come an hundred pounds of petre, if a part of the 
tranfmuted fait be Hill diftilled anew into water, and more 
new fait be by it again tranfmuted. But there is no fuch 
need of fetting about a work fo laborious, feeing there is 
at hand a far fpeedier, or more dexterous way of doing 
the fame, if viz. thofe falts (hall be animated by the air, 
by the circulation that I have contrived, and lo be turned 
into falt-petre in great quantity: which animation, or 
hatching as ’twere,may be done in valt quantity by eafie 
labour, and little cofls, the air (aswcufe to fay) turning 
or making both fidesof the Leaf : For one portion con¬ 
tinually kindles and animates another, no otherwife thart 
as a little Leaven doth agreatMafsofDough,and as a lit¬ 
tle Foeces, or Yeafl, yea, as little as will lie in a Spoon, 
ferves to ferment a whole Veflei of Ale ; the fame is 
done here. And indeed,common falt-petre may be im« 
planted into other falts, even as a Vegetable Seed is fowri 
in the Earth, fo as thence to get in a (hort fpace of time 
a great encreale, even an hundred, or a thouland-fold. 

But the fluggilh Companions who had rather fatten 
themfelves with eating'drinking, and lleeping,and wholly 
give themfelves to lazinefs, who is able to wait fo long in 
the expedition of this thing? Alafsforye, ye (loathful, 
lazy, and devouring Gluttons,with what face dare ye fo 
manifeflly to betray your lazinels ? 1 pray, if you put out 
your Money to Ufe,and have 5 or 6 per C.as we ufe to fay» 
a Year, mufl you not.expettthe years revolution afore yc 
receive it ? And befides, you run here a hazard too, leads 
your Debtor breaks, and defraud you of the very Princb 
pal itfelf: If you lay out your Moneys on building Hou¬ 
ses, foto make a great gain thereby, may not your Te¬ 
nant be reduced to fuch wants as not to have wherewithal 
to pay you, unlefs haply, out of the very Stubble, or Lit¬ 
ter of his poverty ? May not your Ships which float about 
in the Sea, be cafl away by Storms and Tempefls, or be 
taken by Pirates ? Why arc ye not as Patient in your ex* 
peftatioh as the Husbandman is, uho after he hath fown 
his Grain, mufl wait a whole year afore he reaps with 
advantage what he hath fown- Nay, yet more, if he be 
pretty fortunate, he fcarce gains 6 in the iso, the cofls 
and pains being reckoned ; and in the mean time he is in 
fear, left the Corn (hould beblited by the cold, or being 
near ripe, (hould by a bad feafon be fpoiled and corrupted 
in the field.If there happens a year that is droughty,then 
the Corn cannot grow up high, or ’tis eaten by the Mice 
but now in the preparation of Salt-petre all thofe Cares 
arefaved,and 100 Dollars may yearly yield thee 2, 3,4, 
or more gains,and that without any wronging thy Con- 
fcience, and without endamaging any other, and without 
Extortion ; for if thou haft much Salt-petre, thon maid: 
promife thy felf much gold and filver alfo, forthere will 
alwaies be fuch as buy it up; and ifthou attentively hee- 
deft,thou haft fo much delivered thee in my Writings, as 
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that thou thy felfmaift fpend it all on the melioration and 
reparation of Metals: Nor needeft thou, if thou thinKeit 
it eood, fell any of the fame.Nor is there any reafon that 
thou fhould be alham’d or repent of fuch a \Vork,becaure 
one man is fufficient, without any others help, to manage 
the ni eateft operation • nor need there great expence,lave 
only a little to build a fmall Cottage,wherein the Salt-pe- 
tre may be kept dry. If you have huge Woods at hand, 
you may make your Salt-petre out of wood ; if you want 
wood, then out of the dung of Horfes, Oxen, or other 
Beafts, and Sheep,or elfe out of even common Salt,which 
we ufe in feafoning our Meats, out of wood-afhes, and out 
of Lime: Whatever it be prepared from, it will not colt 
much, for i /. of Salt will yield thee 1 f of Salt-petre.. 

But haply foraeor other may be in the mind to think 
or demand, why Glauber himfelf lets not about this work, 
and referve the whole Gain to himfelf ? 1 o thefe I an- 

fwcr,that 1 am not of fuch a greedy delire,as to with for all 
to my felf ; nor will it at all be unacceptable to me, if a- 
nother hath likewife fomewhat; nor will it be at all Iefs 
lawful for me to do for my felf fo much as feemeth me 
good, as for any other to take his liberty, and to do to 
himfelfas feemeth him good. Befidestoo, I am not of 
the mind to make the thing lo very common, but will fee 
whom 1 communicate ought unto, that fo it may be ap= 
plied to good ufes, and not come into the hands of the 
Unworthy. 

The fir ft ten years however Salt-petre will not be of fo 
vile a price, but that it may be made and fold to profit; 
Who knows whether or no he lhall live fo long ? And if 
at the utmofl: it Ihould after 20 or 30 years be of fo mean 
a price, bccaufe of this Invention of mine, yet in the in¬ 
terim they may all that while enjoy the profit of the fame; 
and it may be expected from the hands of God, that He 
will, for the time to come, provide for them fome other 
waies: But never will it be fo vile, as to be worth no¬ 


thing ; and if it were fo, that you could not make any 
Money of it, ftho’ it is impoflible that it Ihould ever be 
fuch a drug) yet (by that manuduftion which I have afore 
given in the 1,2, and 4th. Parts otmy Furnaces \ as alfo 
in The Explication of Mir etc alum Miindi ; in the id. & 3 d. 
Part of my Pharmac. Spagyr. and in This Second, and 
(hall be in the following Third and Fourth Parts of the 
p rofperity of Germany^) it may be improved about many 
eminent ufes, and fo Gain be thereof made ; for Salt-pe¬ 
tre is fuch a Subjeft, as you can never have too much of, 
and is therefore worth our labouring after, and our en¬ 
deavouring how to prepare it in good quantity, and with¬ 
al,of finding out what benefit it is naturally able to afford 
us; for it is even a wonder to confider how great things 
may be done by the help thereof: It is the greatefl Poifon 
and yet may a molt excellent Medicine be thereoutofpre- 
pared: Colder it is than Ice, and yet hotter than any fire. 
It is the Generator of all things, and alfo their Corrup¬ 
ter ', it vivifies and kills all things; it is heavier than gold, 
and yet lighter than the Wind; it is alfo Fire and Water, 
Air and Earth, Male and Female 3 it impregnateth and 
fuffereth it felf to be impregnated ; it is light, and is alfo 
darknefs', it is black and white: There are in it as many 
Colours as the world affords -, it is fixt and volatile,cor¬ 
poreal and fpiritual; it kindles and burns all things,and 
doth alfo quench all burnings ; it is the Beginning of all 
things,and yet itcanfeth the End of all things; that which 
is foft, it makes to be congealed and become /tiff*; and 
again, that which is ftiff or hard, it makes fofe- 

O Thou Creator of all things, How great a vaftnefs is there of thy 
wonderful Works? and what a fewnefs is there ofthofe who 
underftand, or know, or labour to know it ! O thou eternal Light! 
illuminate the dark breafts of the loft Sons of the World ^ O thou 
vivifying fire, mollifie, enkindle, heat the ftubborn hearts offluggifh 
Mankind, that areopprefled with deep, and frozen with cold, that 
fo they may feek thee, and know thee, and learn to fear thee in true 
Humility,and to honour & worfhipthee without Hypocrifie. Amen. 


An Admonition , and fhort Repetition of thofe things which are treated of in this Treatife . 


T Bat the Friendly Redder may make this Bookyet of more ufe and bene¬ 
fit to himfelf 1 thought it worth while by way of an Overplus , again 
to fet here afore bis eyes thofe Secrets which have been herein mentioned , 
what 'tis that the ufe oft hem doth confifi properly in. 

Firflof all, it hath been flown, bow by the means of Salt-petre, ail 
Volatile, and immature Minerals are to be brought to a ripenefs both in 
the tnoi/i way and in the dry way, thatfo they may yield forth out of them- 
fives in the v\ el ting, good durable Gold and Silver. Then 1 taught by what 
way the Volatile, Arfenical, Ccbol demand Antimonial, Auriferous .and Ar¬ 
gentiferous Minerals, may by an eafy labour , be by an artificial fufion, and 
extra ft ion,and alfo by a precipitation into Rcgulus's, and by the purification 
or cupellation of the faid Rggulus's, by the help of Salt-petre, convertedor 
brought into ufe in the dry way, and the Gold and Silver hidden in them be 
drawn forth. Thirdly, Jhavejhown the extrxftionof Gold and Silver out 
of all the barren, or poorer fort of Minerals or Ores,which are not worth the 
charges of excofting,or the ufual way of proceeding 9 and of the drawing them 
cut by a fingular Art , with the water of Salt-petre, and of rightly working 
them, which way is to be preferred far afore any ufual excod ion of thofe 
poorer kjndsof Minerals, not only bccaufe fitch an extr aft ion is performed 
without a melting fire, and a Furnace \ but alfo , becaufe in this extra - 
Hion there is more obtained than is by exccftion or forcing out: And yet far¬ 
ther y that which was Volatile in them is fixed together , and retained, by 
that Water of Salt-petre which would otherwife in a melting Fire flyaway 
in fume. And more than thistoOy Gold and Silver may by this moifh way 
and that with very eafte Labour he extrafted and in a due manner perfected , 
and that commodicufly and with no fmall profit , out of any , the vile/1 Foffi- 
let (or thinqs diq'doutof the Earth) as out of difefieemed Earths, Dufls, 
Sands, and Flints from whence, otherwife you cannot extraft any thing nei¬ 
ther by Excoflion nor by Mercury : So that in all places of the World what 
coafl fcever,fo it be fomewhat a dry if!) foil, is to be /oundfuch kind of Earthy 
Clu) ter Marie) Sandy Flint s 9 and fuch like which contain in them a thin 
or fparing kind of Gold and Silver, and from which they may mfitably be 
extrafted. Verily it is a dainty Art which may be ufed in all parts of the 
World, nor is it at ali burdenfom to carry, but may be excellently (well, or 
flfcly) prefer zed till need readers. But this is to be noted that the fatter 
Earth or Clay musl fir/f be made red hot and burnt afore it be moiflned 
with the Water of Salt-petre. For without fo doing, the Earth would al¬ 
ways remain ihickjor clammy,') would drinktip much water , and it would 
not eafily be feparated, but being burned, itfuffers it felf to be extrafted no 
ether than as if it were Sand. So neither do the Ore or Foffiles of Iron 
which are auriferous and abound with lron,fuffer the Gold to be extrafted 
and precipitated out cf them as readily as other Minerals or Ores do. But 
the /rcn } ( if then be overmuch of it) makes the Water thick an d pappy like 


Mud. And therefore you mufl put into that flhition a part of common W.t+ 
ter, to make it the thinner, that fo the Gold and Silver may he the eafilier 
precipitated tbencefrom. The auriferous Coppery Ores are to be burnt fir/i, 
if they are fulphureous , if not , they may then be extrafted , though not burnt. 
The fandy,flony, brittle, and pebblifl, Foffiles need no other preparation 
but to be burnt and ground . 

Likgwife all auriferous Irony ,or Coppery Ores, maybe feparated by com¬ 
monfait,:without a Furnace, or melting fire , andihat in the open air (as we 
faid afore where we treated of the poorer Coppery Minerals, or Ores:) and 
many hundreds of pounds may be done at one time , and with one labour, 
and the Gold which is extrafted mixily with the Iron and Copper, may ht 
feparatedout of the folution , by the moift precipitating way there delivered , 
and that with a mighty profit and gain, becaufe that fame precipitation 
hurts not in the lea ft either the Copper, or the Iron, as to their malleability. 

In like manner may you p rttip it ate the Gold out of any Titriol water ,ani 
that in quantity (when it has any in it ): and on fuch wife too, that the pre - 
cipitation of the Vitriol fijall not at all change ought of its nature *, and this 
is fo compendious a way, as that if there were contained no more than one 
quarter of a Drachm of Gold in ico 1 rof Vitriol, yet would not that pre¬ 
cipitation be of no ufe or profit . And on this wife and manner may all other 
Mineral waters be precipitated. 

Moreover, as concerning the means of eafily preparing the fait fo as id 
ferve for the extrafting the Copper, in all Countries, but efpecially on the 
Sea Coa/Is, the Concentration of fait out of the waters, or the Sea will 
afford you no mean, or cbfcure Documents touching that things which con- 
tration it treated of in the Book^lntituled, The Confolation of Navigators* 

Butforafmuch as there is mention made in this Treatife of a yet other cer¬ 
tain Artificial feparation of Gold and Silver out of the imperfeft Metals, in 
which, Antimenialfcoria have place, in aforenamed cxiraftien, which / 
would willingly (but as yet have not) delivered \ let no body fo conflrue it, 
as if I either furp ofely ,or carelefly omitted tie fame : No ! The Cafe it far 
otherwife, and this is the true reafon \ feeing this Bookvow in hand is be¬ 
come more prolix than ! intended , 1 determined within) felf to referve that 
mo ft profitable procefs for the following third part, which God willing, l 
wiU very fi.ortly publifb, till then > 1 entreat the Friendly Reader to expeft 
or wait for it with a good and patient mind. 

Mean while he may acquiefce with thefe two ways , viz. the dry and the 
moifl, and delight himfelf herein , and withal take care (as far as in him 
lies) to have ready by him, feme quantity of Salt-petre ^ for the following 
third fart JhaB treat of nothing elfe but the performing and doing of procejfcs 
by the help of Salt-petre. He therefore that knows how to make it in plenty 
at,a fmall rate, may hope fer fo much the greater benefit ^ and this I judged 
expedient, to add here for admonitions fakf. More flail bedifeevered (God 
willing) in the third and fourth following parts. 'i HE 
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Part I. 



the 

THIRD PART 

OF THE 

^ofperttp of (£5ermam>. 

In which is Delivered, 

The way of mofi: eafily and plentifully extrading Salt-petre oiit 
of Various Subjeds every where Obvious and at Hand. 

TOGETHER 

With a fuccinft Explication of'Taracelfus his Prophecy ; that is to fay,in what manner 
it is to be underftood the Nortbrcn Lion will Inftitute or Plant his political or ci¬ 
vil Monarchy ; and that Taracelfus himfelfwill not abide in his Grave • andrhir 
a vaft quantity of Riches will offer it felf. 

LIKEWISE 

What an one that Artift Elias is, of whofe coming in the Iaft Days, and his difclofing 
abundance of Secrets, Paracelfus and others have predicted. ° 


To the READER. 


Friendly Reader, 

A Lthough there are very many Caufes that might 
diffwade me from Publijhttg thisThird and the 
Fourth following Part of the Profperity of 
Germany in Print, (becattfe of the wconvem- 
cncics and hurt done me by the perfidious Farnner, againfi 
rohomno body hath hitherto oppofed himfelf ^ but all have 
connived and winked thereat * and confcqitently have every 
one left fitch a perfidious Treachery unpunifh'd) and hicou- 
rage me to leave Germany, a mofi ungrateful Germany 
as it is. Yet not with fan ding, the Love to my Neighbours 
(<amongfi whom there are many honefi and good Men to be 
found , who lead a tronblefome kind of Life to get their daily 
food) hath compelled me. lo fitch therefore as thefe are , 
would 1 willingly give \jor hand forth"] a Torch [~fo to dt- 
reft them] that they may for time to come fare better and 
more eafily get things neceffary to uphold Life withal ; but 
yet after fitch wife , as that they jet their Hands to the 
H r orl^,for the Gods fell not ought to thofe that Labour not, 
but all good things are fought , and found out by daily La¬ 
bour and diligent fearch. 

Now albeit, that all tbojc things which are throughly 
handled in tins book are trne^and Jo confirmed by experience 
as that any one may eafily underfiand and imitate them, 
yet notwith(landings / am certain that there will be a Very 
many who by reafon of their ignorance , cannot underfiand 
tbem y and apply them to life ^ becaufe the greatefi part of 
mankind are too much addifted to Liz.inefs^ and do for the 
mofi part refufe to apply their Limbs to work, but would 
rather wall^abroad^ and difcoitrjeof Arts when they are in 
their cups, 

Jfay that thefe fee rets of mine will no ways profit fitch 
kind of Men, for fitch \mufi firfi learn in what,manner 
the [neteffary] Inflnments are to be handled, and how the 


Operations are to be rightly inftituted and managed in 
feemly Order . A 

There are abundance of Men who {if they hap to read 
fome Chymical Writings, or hear others talk, of the pro¬ 
fit ablcnefs of them, (.they) areprefcntly inflamed with finch 
a love, that they will even wholly devote themfidves to C hy- 
mifiry on the hopes ofigrowing rich. And now when they 
havepropofied any thing to them fie Ives, and. attempt to do if, 
,f they hap to have a fparkleofi Fire light on their hands\ 
or that bfl reafion of fame other obfacie, all things do nor im¬ 
mediately fiadge to their minds,they throwaway the Toms 
and the Crucibles upon the Ground, and deleft (or cttrfe j 
the Author becaufe he hath not Written dear enough and 
that they do not prcfently extrad treat fore of Gold. 

Lit notfitch as thefe at all per(wade themjelves that they 

can receive any inftntd wn from thefe my Writ!nos- for 

my Writings reefnire Men that are diligent, whofe minds 
are never wearied with labour, and who are not }bathful , 
and impatient of Labour. Now to the flndions (fiear- 
ckers) and effect oily to fitch Children (or Difciples) ado¬ 
pted or chofien by God,all thefic things witlbe unto them clear 
manifefpt evident, and cafe to be imitated. 

Forafimucb therefore as l have fpokai many tilings in the 
F,rf and Second Fart ofi the Profperity of Germany, 
concerning the making and ufe of N,tre, / do now ao on in 
God's Name, and do teach in this third part, by what Cafe 
ways Nitre may be varioufly male, and be fruitfully and 
profitably ufed both by Noble Men and common Men ; fio 
that there is not a man in the whole World, but may (if he 
pie afe) get great bemfit thereby. J K J 

The Omnipotent God,the Anther and river of every good 
t.nng, be flow upon ns to be able to cnjoy'ahd make ufe of l is 
Gifts, that all things may tend to toe Honour ,f ),is mofi 
Holy Name, and to the Safety and Prefierv.it ion of us all 
Amen J 
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Of the Prefiration of 

I She wed in the Firft Part of the Tr offer ity of Ger- 
nmny, the way whereby Wood may be concen¬ 
trated and turned into excellent Nitre,and which 
otherwife is c\ ry where for the mod part cori- 
fmned by lying rotting in the Woods, and yields 
no benefit at all unto any Man- 

This Operation is to be done with the help of a cer¬ 
tain Prefs artificially contrived for that particular bu- 
fincfs,the due for right ) defeription of which,we gave 
yon in the Continuation of Miracnltim Aiimdi. But 
the circulatory Vefiels by which the Lixivium of the 
wood (or the diftilled Liquor out of the wood) is to be 
excited and heated by the Air,have not as yet been de¬ 
ferred ; and therefore we have determined to do it in 
this Third Part. This Figure therefore reprefents 
them, and its ufe •, and is as follows- 

There mult be two Boxes (as ’twere) made of 
Boards, each of them oflikebignefs and capacity, as 
the Figure (or Letter) A fliews. Thefe Boxes are to 
be fo placed, that a Vellel may be fet under one end of 
each Box, to receive in it (if need be) the Lixivium 
poured into them : Let one of the Boxes or VelFels he 
filled top full of Horfe-dung, Hens, or Pigeonsudung ; 
orelfe with the Leaves of the Trees, amongft which 
Fir-tree Leaves are belt •, then pour thereupon fo much 
of this Lixivium which we Jliall make a defeription of 
by and by, fo much as may Tuffice to moilten the Dung 
or Leaves contained in the Box or Vclfel, and a little 
to over-top it. The next day (after you have fodone) 
when you judge that all the matter is throughly wet¬ 
ted, let the Lixivium run out by a Tap, the which faid 
Lixivium you mull pourinto the other Boxfilled with 
the like matters, and which Hands juft againft it- Let 
thefe things Hand thus wetted for fome days j In the 
mean time, the matter contained in the firft Box,grows 
hot, and the ufclefsmoilture being moll plentifully re; 
lolvcd into Vapours out of the Lixivium, the faid 
matter doth daily get more and more efficacy. As 
Jong as you obferve the heat of this Box to continue, 
and the evaporation of moilture to laft, fo long mull 
it be left in the fame pofiture whereby the Lixivium, 
thus poured on, may by its notable power confume and 
dilfolvc the Dung, or the other matters contained in 
the Box, and turn them into Water. And here you 
arc to obferve this direftion. You mull always put in 
new matter inltead of that which is turned into Li¬ 
quor, and fo one Box may be always at all times kept 
full of the matters. But now when your materials be= 
ingputinthe firft Box, begin to cool, the Lixivium 
which now lies in the fecond Box or Vellel, mull be 
poured upon the matters yet warm, in the firft Box, 
that fo it may again contract a heat thcnce-from by 
little and little, and fo may dilfolve thofe matters- 
And now whilft thefe things are thus detained in the 
firft Box or Vellel, the materials that are in like 
manner put in the fecond Box do heat each other, and 
the unprofitable Phlegm evaporateth : No was long as 
this fecond Box vaporateth,the Lixivium mull not be 
drawn out of the firft Box and be poured thereinto,but 
all the matters arc to be left to heat or burn fas it 
were) themfelves. And when you perceive that the 
materials cool, then the Lixivium mull be drawn off 
from the matters in the firft Box, and be poured upon 
them in the fecond Box •, and hereby the matters con- 
ained in the firft Box will again wax hot, be burnt,and 
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be turned into Liquor. By how much the oftner and 
longer this repeated pouring on of Lixivium is done, 
fo much the more, and fooner are the materials con- 
fumed ; from which matters thus conlumcd, a moll 
excellent Salt-petre may afterwards be made, for the 
heat makes the matters rot. Now then to make trial 
(if it be well enough done) take fonic of this Lixivium 
boil it away toafufficient height for Chryilallization, 
fet it in a cold place to Ihoot, dry the fait you find, 
being dry, put it on a live Coal, which if you find it 
burn up, it is a fign that it is full time to draw offj and 
take all your Lixivium to the intent that Salt-petre 
may be thereof made by due evaporation and coagula¬ 
tion. But if you chance to find it otherwife,and that 
the fait does not flame up, the Lixivium mull lie lon¬ 
ger in the Boxes to be heated and animated by the Air 
which is magnetically attracted by means of the heat: 
This labour being rightly ordered, there may be made 
excellent Salt-petre out of the faid matters by the help 
of a convenient Lixivium, in tenor twelve Months 
fpacc without any colls, fave fonic finall trifle about the 
Lixivium; neither is the Work fo grievous or trou- 
blefomc, for there is nothing more required but that 
the Lixivium be fcveral times poured out of one Box 
into the other. 

NB. There are yet, befides the other aforenamed 
fcveral forts of matters that offer thcmfclves, out of 
which, Salt-petre may be made by the help of the 
Boxes,& a due Lixivium far fpcedilier&plcntifullier; 
but 1 judge it not needful to divulge every tiling: Like- 
wife there may be madea convenientLixivium to pre¬ 
pare Salt petre fooner, by and after another manner, 
to wit, in a dry form, without fnch putrifying as is 
done in the Boxes or Circulatories ■, but even this Ar¬ 
tifice too, will 1 referve yet a little longer for my 
Friends. 

Nay yet more, there may be (by a yetfecreterand 
ffiorter method) excellent Salt-petre extraflcd by the 
means of 1 ‘uch a Lixivium in three hours fpace, and 
that with moll great profit: And this way of prepar¬ 
ing Salt-petre, 1 do preferr before all the others, and 
have found it the molt excellent (Petre) of them all. 


The Lixivium is on this wife tnade. 

M Ake you a ftrong Lixivium of Wood-allies, and 
when you burn the unprofitable Wood in the 
Woods into alhes, make by the fame labour of your 
Fire fome good Lime of Hones fit for fuch a purpofe ; 
Then quench this Calx or Lime with Water, that fo 
it may fall into powder, then pour thereon as much of 
the Lee of the Wood-affics row fpoken off, as is fiiffi- 
cient, mixt it with a wooden Spatula , and repeat this 
mixing and ftirring it very often, fome days following, 
that fo the Lee may be made the ftronger by reafon of 
the Lime, and be like Fire, the which has an excellent 
virtue to putrefy the vegetables and animals, and to 
turn them inteburning Salt-petre- (Seethe foregoing 
Figure belonging to this Operation noted at the top 
page, i.) 
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Part I. 


Here the Cock fits that hatches the Baflisk^ by the top of 
the Chef. 

A A Are the two Chefs. 

B The appearance of the Chcjis.within. 

C The Horf e-dung, or Leaves of Trees , wherewith the 
Chefs are filled. 

D The Cificru or Vcffel to receive the Lixivium. 

E The Pump. 

F The Alan that pumps the Lixivium out of the Cifern , 
upon the matter in the Chefs. 

G The Bottom of the Chefs full of holes. 

H The fecond or lowermof Bottom where the Lixivium 
is kept without running out. 


Another way of making Excellent Salt-pet re in 
great Quantity out of Lime and the Lee of 
Wood. 

T AKE the aforefaid Lime and Wood-afhes, of 
each as much as you will; and twice as much 
Horfe-dungor Cows-dung, mix thefe matters exactly 
in a wooden Veflel or Tub, with Mans Urine or beafts 
Pifs, and make it of the thicknefs as the thicker fort 
of Mortar that the Alafons ufe,is wont to be of. You 
muft have good (tore of this Pafte made. Then make 
a certain arch of boards, which faid arch muft be fomc 
three, four, fix or more feet broad, and deep or high, 
and the length of it mull be double to that (or twice 
as much, as broad,and deep, or high) according to the 
conveniency of the place, and the quantity of Salt* 
petre you would make- The arch thus made, mull be , 
all over dawbed with the aforefaid mixture, the thick¬ 
nefs of an hands breadth, juft as we fee Vaults, or Ar¬ 
ches built up, of Stones and Lime upon wooden arches. 
Now when all is duly ordered, there muft be put fome 
Fire in under the vault ofthearch,at firft it muft be 
very gentle, leaft the arch (of wood) as being the very 
foundation and fupportcr of the (other) arch fliould 
prefcntly kindle and be burnt, which muft not be, but 
be kept whole rather, untill the arch or covering 
thereon which is made of Lime, Afhes,and Dung, be 
pcrfc&ly dried. This done, there muft be dawbed on, 
upon the faid arch formerly made, more of the afore¬ 
faid prepared Calx,of about an hands-breadth thick¬ 
nefs, and you will find that the humidity of this latter 
' mafs or fccond arching will be in a ihort time attracted 
by the firft arch, and that this fecond pargetting will 
foon be dried : When this is done, there muft be again 
the third time made another dawbing on, after the 
aforc-prefcribed manner. And this Operation is to 
be fo long and fo often repeated untill the arch be a 
toot or two in thicknefs, which' when fo, it is ftrong 
enough, nor needs it any more its wooden prop, 
and therefore now the Fire may be put thereto, and ic 
may be burnt. And thus have you a vault or arch pre¬ 
pared,which is a moft commodious inftrument to make 
i 3 quantity of Salt-petre by: And now if occafion re¬ 
quire, and the condition of the place will permit, there 
| may be built or made three or four arches after the 
fame manner •, though it be better to have them pla- 
! ced one by another, and to be of lefs magnitude or ca- 
pacioufnefs -, for fo they arc more convenient for 
Operation, as any one that pra&ifeth hereabouts will 
eallly apprehend and find- 

Likewife it is better to build this arched Vault 
which we have called an Arch, long and narrow, than 

% 


339 

fhoit and broad, beenufe the Fire being put under one 
part of fuch a long Chimneydike Vault, w ill very well 
dilfufe its heat to every place thereof, and fo keep the 
arch continually hot. 

When this Chimney like vault is wholly dry,it muft 
be again moiftned with Mans or Bealls Pifs, that it 
may thence contrafl more new humidity,which we ob- 
ferve will eallly be, feeing we know that it is made up 
of Horfe or Cows-dung, and not barely of Lime, for 
then it would not fo readily and ealily receive the hu¬ 
midity, as when Dung is mixt nith it; t lie wetted 
Chimncy-arch mull be dried by the force ol Fire put 
thereunder, the which may alfo be a little augmented 
proportionable to the bignefs and thicknefs of the 
vault or arch. , 

NB. You muft take good heed, that the Fire you 
put under be not too much augmented, and fo hurt 
your arches, but let it always be fuch as may fuffice 
to dry your arch by little and little, or elfe the Dang 
will be burnt up, and the already gcueraccd Salt- petre 
will be fpoiled, for the Fire can eafily endamage the 
Petre. 

But now when we fhall have often thus moiftned the 
faid arches with Pifs, and ftiall take notice that they 
(viz. the arches) do attract no more thereof (viz. of 
the Pifs ) as being-alrcady filled with the Salt of the U« 
rine,the which may be done in fome four or fix Weeks 
time, there mull be little bits broken cfF with an Iron 
Inftrument in feveral places of the arch,and thefebits 
nnift be powdered and be diffolvcd in Water fo to 
make a Lixivium of it, be fiitred, and after a due eva: 
poration made, muft be Chryftalli'zed and dried ; the 
dried Salt matter muft be put upon the Fire to fee if 
it will flame or not : If we ihall find it thus to be 
and to burn like Salt-petre, we muft break down all 
thearch, and by the help of a certain Mill, re¬ 
duce it into powder very fine, and pour hot Water 
thereupon, to extrad the Lixivium With, then eva¬ 
porate it as much as is convenient, and let it by in a 
cool place to Chryftallizc this artifice of Boiling and 
Chryltallifing Ilia 11 be declared in proper Figures or 
Cuts in the end of this Work- But now if fo be we 
perceive that the Salt extracted out of thofe little bits 
of the arch do not as yet flame up, Vis a fign that it is 
not as yet fufficiently animated by the air: For the air 
gives life, which the Fireftronglv attradeth, fo that 
by the help of the Fire the air and life are attraded, 
whereby the Salt is animated ar.d made inflammable. 
The Fire therefore here, is to be again adminillred 
(or put under ) and the arched matter to be continually 
moiftned with Rain water; and that Rain water is 
bell, which (if it may be had) falls down when the 
Wind is in the North ; though when there is no Rain 
water tobe had, other water may be fubftituted in its 
Head. This pouring on of water is to be fo long con¬ 
tinued (always, permitting the Furnace or Arch tobe 
rightly dried afore it be fprinkled with new w r ater) 
untill the Salt, flicking in the arch,be found to be fuffi- 
ciently animated by the benefic ofthe fire and air, and 
be inflammable when you make trial thereof by the 
aforefaid method. 

This is a compendious way of making good Salt¬ 
petre in quantity enough, by only Lime, Wood-afhes, 
and Mans or Beafts Pifs. If you proceed i ightly on, 
you may get you a great quantity of Salt-petre in a moll 
Ihort fpace of time-,and that for fmall colls, S: in a man¬ 
ner no labour at all. The Lime and Afhes from w hence 
! the Petre is extracted, may be mixed again with new 
lime and new afhes, and other arched vaults be made 
| thereof, upon which Hi ine muft be continually pouied. 
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in like manner as v\e taught alore, that lo they may 
beaninirtted by the help of fire and air into Salt-petre- 
But ifyou have always at hand new Calx, or Lime and 
allies, it is better to make new arches, thereof in the 
placcofthofe you have pulled down, and to imploy 
the refidue of that, out of which the Salt-petre hath 
been already extracted about dunging fome barren 
Soil, efpecially the moifter fort of Ground, beeaufc it 

is impoiTible fo thoroughly to feparate all the Salt that 
nothing abides behind in the reliques- 

1 his way 1 comn^nicate to all,but I referve for my 
Friends only the way by which, with the help of other 
Waters that coft nothing, and may be had in every 
place,a far greater quantity of Salt-petre may in a yet 
Ihorter time be prepared by the faid arches, than is 
done by the help of Mans or Beafts Urine. Nay 
more, there arc fome waters which in eight days time, 

• we have obferved to have been coagulated into burn¬ 
ing Salt-petre, which fecret verily may be practically 
improved with molt notable benefit in all parts of the 
World that Men live in. 

Belides the fubjefts already mentioned, here offer 
theinfelvcs to cur Hands many others which are obvi¬ 
ous to all, of which fuch arches may be made, and 
which will yield more Salt-petre than the afore 
recited matters will ; but let what has already 
been delivered, fuffice. I cannot here forbear, 
but mult tell you that there are fome fubjedts to 
be found which (without the making the aforefaid 
arches,:hough there lie notwithflanding abundance of 
fecrets therein) will bring a moft notable benefit, and 
that belong not to this place, and which may be chan¬ 
ged in three hours fpace into excellent Petre ; which 
labour (or operation ) 1 keep for my Friends, and 
fhould it be divulged, it would bring nothingbut hurt, 
and therefore it is better to be filent: There fhall 
more fccrets be delivered in the following difeourfe, 
where vve fpeak-of the Northern Mcnarche ;. 


Here follows another way of plentifully extra fl¬ 
ing Salt-petre out op Rocks and Stones with¬ 
out Vegetables or Animals. 

T O the intent therefore that it may be fufficient; 

ly cvidcnced,and that 1 may prove it to be true, 
that Salt-petre is an univerfal Salt or Subjcdt, and 
is confequcntly contained in all the things the World 
poflelfeth, I judge it a thing worth while to fet down 
here fome proofs or trials thereto accommodated. 

It hath been fufficiently enough already fhown in 
the fir ft part of the 1’rofperity of Germany , that good 
Salt-petre may by Art be extradfed out of all the fub- 
jedts of the World: But the way of fo doing was not 
at all difclofed- For as much therefore as all Men do 
fo greedily deiire it, 1 determined with my feif to dc- 
feribe fu ft of all, the Prelfes requiiite to the extrarti- 
on of Salt-petre out of Wood, to the end that fo it 
may evidentlyappear unto all Men, that it is a thing 
agreeable to nature, and that it is moft eafily accom- 
plifhablc,to prefs a juice out of any Wood,which may 
be turned by the air into good Salt-petre- But as for 
the circulatory Vefiels, 1 was not willing (then) to 
communicate them, but rather kept them a little 
longer for my Fiiends, which faid Vefiels l have not, 
vvithftatiding let down in this Third Part- 

Likewife it feemed not expedient unto me to reveal 
unto fnch as are enemies, the transformation (or 
changing,) of Animals, much lefs of Minerals ir to 


Salt-petre. Yet however I have done fo much by my 
Maniidudtion,as for any wife Men eafily tounderftand 
the fame by what hath been exhibited, and I have in 
fome fort opened it, that fncli things are pollible to be 
clone. But l have net fo clearly fhown the way of ef¬ 
fecting the fame, leaft 1 fliould take away the occafion 
of other Mens cxercifing their ingenuity in bethinking 
themfelves how it is to be done : Otherwife, it is not 
prohibited any one to feek a fuller information, from 
thofc that have knowledge in thefe affairs. 

Therefore forafmuch as the way of extracting Salt¬ 
petre out of Stones, is look’d bn as a moft impofiible 
thing by fuch as arc not skill’d in this Art, 1 have de¬ 
termined to deferibe the fame, for the fake and bene- 
fitoffuch as fucceed us , The knack of this Artifice 
confifteth more in the knowing of the Stones, than in' 
the extracting of the Salt-petre out of them, for the 
extraction is not any other way to be done, than as the 
making of their Lee out of the common Nitrous Earth 
is wont to be, concerning which thing, Laz.ants Erckcr 
hath written at large. The knowledge therefore of 
the Stones, and the preparation of them whereby they 
may communicate (or let go) their Nitre unto Water, 
is the principal thing, and without that, there cannot 
be any thing done in this Operation. 

Firftof all therefore’tis neccfiary that the lover of 
jChymiftry knows,that there are various Stones to be 
found that yield Salt-petre, viz., all fuch Stones of 
which (being commonly calcined by the force of the 
fire) they make Lime for to build houfes withal. For 
there lies hidden in thefe kind of Stones, abundance of 
Salt-petre, which cannot be gotten out thence by the 
help of common Water by any kind of way or me¬ 
thod : But when they are burnt with a violent Fire, 
they yield an hot Salt, extraftable by the benefit of 
common water; which Salt indeed is not Salt-petre, 
but yet may moft eafily be turned by the air into Petre, 
like as it was formerly Salt-petre afore the Stone was 
burnt, and now firft got another nature by the burn¬ 
ing. 

The truth of this thing, viz.. That there refides na¬ 
tural Salt-petre in all Stones, which may be burnt into 
Lime, may be proved on this wife following : 

Take of thefe Stones which Lime may be made of, 
Ifs. or 5;. powder it very fine,pour thereupon as much 
of the beft Aqua-fortis: place the Glafs in which this 
matter is contained, in a warm place upon afhes or 
fand,that the ftone may be difiolved in th eAqua-fortis .* 
After it hath thus flood for about one quarter of an 
hour, take out your Glafs out of the allies or fand> 
though the ftone be not wholly difiolved as yet, and 
pour thereon drop by drop, fome Lixivium of wood, 
untill the ebullition of the Lee or Lixivium poured 
upon the difiolved ftone cealeth, and (the noife cea- 
fing) you (hall perceive fome kind of Salt produced 
from theintliuscommixt,-^. from thediflolved ftone 
and the Lixivium. Pour fome common Water upon 
this Salt, fo much as may ferve todilfolve the Salt ina 
warm place, the folution being made let the Liquor be 
liltred, or be (trained through fome thin Linen cloth, 
that fo the part of the ftone undiilolved, and the feces 
may abide behind in the Filter or Linen cloth : The 
filcred Liquor muft be coagulated into Salt 'by evapo¬ 
rating it away in a brals Vefiel, then you arc to weigh 
it: And now that we may cxaftly know, how much 
Salt-petre was in that %fs of the ftone, you muft pro¬ 
ceed on farther thus: 

Take the fame quantity of Aqua-fort is as you ufed 
but now,about the folution of the Lime-ftone,and pour 
therecn likewife the fame quantity of Lixivium, that 
« 1 you 
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you ufed ;:bout the precipitation ofthcdiflolved Hone, 
and let there be made a precipitation, let the preci¬ 
pitated matter be coagulated.into the fubltance of a 
laic, and then alfo weigh how much this quantity of 
fait is: and now, as much lefs weight, as you obferve 
to be in this fait than in the firlt fait in which the Lime- 
ftone is, I’o much Salt-petre was there in that half 
ounce of Lime-Hone. This is a molt certain trial, 
and by this means may we moH eafily find how many 
pounds of 'Salt-petre, are contained in an hundred 
weight of Hones- 

NB. Tothcendthat the proof you make, may be 
moH certain, we muH ufe the lefi'er Centenary, or 
hundred weight, as being more ufual, and more ac¬ 
commodate for the trying of Metals- 

And albeit, that theuling of Aqua-fortis to this O- 
peracion,is altogether without profit,where you would 
extract that fait in great plenty out of the Hones, yet 
notwithfianding, it is not fo fiight or trivial a thing 
to know a certain way of trying what Hones do moH 
abound with Salt petre, that fo if we have a mind to 
extract Salt-petre out of them, we may take thofe, in 
which it lies in a plentiful manner. 

Bclidcs, thofe Hones which do commonly yield a 
Calx or Lime by Calciration, and which the Brick¬ 
layers ufe ; there are found other Hones, out of which 
there cannot be made any Lime by Calcination, and 
yet neverthelels, abundance of Salt-petre may be 
thence extracted without any previous Calcination. 
He that delights himfelf inihiswork, muH exaftly 
knowaforehand fuch kind of Hones: Foralmuch as no 
body.would eafily perfwade himfelf that Salt-petre is 
contained in them. Nor do I think that ever afore 
this time the way ofcxcraCting Salt petre out of thefe 
kinds of Hones was ufed ; but* whether there was no 
body that knew that there was fuch a Salt contained ir. 
them, or judged it a thing not to be regarded, this I 
know not- But this 1 know well enough that that 
way of extrading Salt-petre out of them was never 
obfervedand ufed in6V».wy,though there liesa moH 
notable quantity of Petre in them, and eafily extra- 
dable thence, did we but know the way. 

. Therefore, forafmuch as there is plenty enough of 
fuch Hones in all places, and that Salt-petre may eafi* 
lier be made of them, than of wood, I could not for¬ 
bear, but muH needs open and difclofe this artifice for 
the good of the Country, and clearly explain it in 
this place- 

Therefore, as concerning thofe Hones which are 
here mentioned, there is fuch a plentiful Hore of 
them in moH places, that they even make whole Moun¬ 
tains •, they are in fnbflance like a foft and tender 
Hone, whitilh in colour, for of a (hining colour] 
afhy colour’d or reddilh, and are eafily broken, and 
may be falhioned into all kind of fhapes, or figures ; 
and therefore they are frequently ufed about building 
Houles, for the making various Ornaments about the 
Houfe, as for the corners of the Houfes, the Doors, 
Windows, Steps or Stairs, or other External Orna¬ 
ments. As long as they are yet in the Mountain, and 
not expo fed to the air, they are of a confiderable 
hardnefs enough, and do always hold it- When being 
ufed about Buildings, they are put in fuch places, 
where they may abide at all times dry, or elfe always 
moiH. 

But if fo be they are one while dry, and another 
while moift, and are always obvious to the air for 


lelen’d, and are not at ail fit to build flable, or dura* 
ble Houfes with. The Stone-Cutters can eafily di- 
Hinguilh thefe kind of Hones from others, nor do they 
willingly ufe them where there is plenty of others to 
be had. And now, if yon Ihould go about to make 
your trial with thefe Hones, like as you did n ith thofe 
that they make Lime of, according to the afore deli-- 
vered Probation, fo to know what quantity of Salt¬ 
petre is contained in them, it will not fuccccd fo, bc- 
caufe the Salt-petre becomes ‘.‘ohtile in the Calcina¬ 
tion of it, and doth for the moH part fly away into 
the air : and much lefs can you with fbarc] water ex¬ 
tract ought out of the Crude, and not Calcined Hones ; 
for fuch do not yield any Salt-petre at all, unlefs they 
have been placed in a moiH air for about half a years 
fpace, whereby they may of thcmfclves fall in pieces; 
for being fo ordered, they eafily yield forth their fait* 
nefs to the water that is poured on them, and confe- 
qucntly yield plenty of Salt-petre. Of which thing, 
this is a moH certain Teflimony, if ( viz..) *fuch 
Hones are laid in fomc dry place, whereto the Rain 
cannot come, and we do moH frequently fprinkle 
them with common water, and they do thereby turn 
into a powder. And if it fall out otherwife, ’tis a 
fign that there is very little Salt-petre to be found in 
them, and that the labour you (hall beHow about them 
will be in vain. But fuch Hones as grow foft, and fall 
in pieces, in tixor eight Monthstime, dopromife no¬ 
table Rewards for your Labour, viz., a great quanti¬ 
ty of the wifht for fait; an hundred weight of thefe 
kind of Hones thus fallen in pieces, will eafily yield 
you ten pound of Salt-petre, more or lefs according 
to the Condition of the Hone. The extracting of the 
Lee, or fait, is done with common water, in the fame 
manner as the Lixivium is otherwife extracted out of 
that Earth which is digg’d up in the Stables where 
BeaHs Hand ; which way of extracting Salt-petre, of 
coagulating and perfecting it, is clearly and perfectly 
enough deferibed by Laz.ams Etcher, heretofore the 
Emperours chief Overfcer of the Metallick Affairs, 
in his moHexperienced Book of his Art of the proving 
of Metals j infomuch, that IcHcem him to have ren- 
dredthe harden, or moH difficult part, very clear, 
and therefore 1 will referr the well minded Reader 
thither. 

But for as much as every one cannot buy himfelf a 
Book of fuch great bulk, only to get thereby the 
knowledge of the way of extracting and evaporating 
Salt-petre, I have judged it worth while to let down 
here for the fake of the Chymical Students, fuch di¬ 
rections as the aforefaid Eaz.nrns Etcher hath deliver¬ 
ed us hereabouts. For I was never of the mind to 
caffi off fuch things as have been well delivered by o* 
thermen ; I only add unto them, thofe things that are, 
mine: Let others do the like, that are the Authors of 
any new thing, that fo there may arife fome benefit 
thereby unto our Neighbours, for whole fake, that we 
may (viz..) ferve them, the moH great and blclfcd. 
God hath beffiowed on us fuch various knowledge. 

But that we may get a certain knowledge of di- 
Hinguifhingthefaid Hones, 1 think it altogether ncccf- 
fary to treat of them more at large. 

Therefore although this kind of Hones are plenti¬ 
fully enough, to be found every where in the World, 
yetcheyare not known, orregarded, becaufe we can¬ 
not perfivade our felves, that there is any the leaffi 
portion of Sak-petre contained in them for albeit. 


weather] they eafily become foft, and there feales off chat an hundred pounds of fuch Hone (hould contain in 
from them yearly, a little portion of the back of a it ten pound of Sak-petre, and we fhould reduce the 
Knifes thicknefs, like Meal, fothat they are yearly i fame into a moH fu'otile powder, and (hould labour to 
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extract from tlicnce a Lixivium or Lee, with cicher 
cold or hot water, yet fhould we not hereby get lo 
much as one Ounce of Salt-petre. The reafon is this, 
becaufe there is not to be found iu fuch a ftone as foon 
as ever it is digged out of the earth, any Corporal 
Salt petre, which may be extracted by means of wa¬ 
ter, but there lies hidden only a certain Soul or Mag¬ 
net of Salt-petre, by the virtue of which, that which 
gives a Corporeity thereunto is to be firft attracted 
out of the air, totlie^nd that Salt-petre may arife 
thcnccfrom. And this'is hereby evident, for were it 
otherwifc, and were there in that Hone any corporeal 
Petre at the fir ft digging, it muft neceflarily be extra¬ 
cted thencefrom by the help of water-, but we find it 
impollible to make any fuch extraction, unlefs that 
ftone be before laid for Lome certain time in the air, 
and doth,together with its foftnefs,acquire (or make) 
Salt-petre in a Magnetical manner. 

But for all thi$, we know that this our reafon fo ex¬ 
ceedingly well founded, will not yet fatisfie the unskil¬ 
ful, unlefs we make it yet more clear unto them with 
other Expreflions, and various Examples ; but I pray 
how is it poflible to declare all fuch Circumftances to 
one that is utterly ignorant. * 1 is too much labour to 
boil Meat for another, and to thruft it into his Mouth 
too. It is Purely fufficient enough to have Ihown the 
truth, and difeovered the way by which the operation 
is to be contrived, though all things be not founded on 
lucli palpable Reafons. 

' But forafmuch, as the work, which I treat at prc- 
fentof, is an altogether new thing, and unknown to 
any men,the necelfity of the thing requires,that we do 
a little more openly and clearly exhibit(and fet down) 
the whole knack. 

Wc prefuppofe, that it is a thing well known alrea¬ 
dy, even to all, that each thing hath in it its peculiar 
tnagnet, by the benefit of which, it attrafteth unto it 
felf from the air, or earth, whatfoever is profitable 
for it; andefpecially, becaufe we have largely treated 
thereof in our Works •, infomuch, that we deem it 
altogether ncedlefs to repeat the fame here. However 
’tis requifite that I add thus much, viz.. That the Mi= 
nerals do abound with a certain Magnetick Virtue, 
more than other things do ; and that they do attract 
their Life, Figure, or Sh 3 pc,andEffence, out of the 
air, like as the Animals do, that fo they may be nou- 
filhedj andencrcafe; but being deftitutc, or depri¬ 
ved thereof, they are obferved to be as it were dead, 
and bound, or wholly void of vigor. 

As for Example- Let the Minera, or Ore of Vi¬ 
triol, or Alum, bedigg’d out of the Earth, that the 
Vitriol, or Alum in this Minera, be already duly di- 
geftedand ripened, the fait may even prefently be cx= 
traded thereout of, withcommon water. Butif they 
have not as y.ct attained their full maturity, there is no 
fait extracted thence, unlefs the Minera be firft torri- 
fied, or calcined. Nay more, a Minera, or Ore, that 
is yet lefs ripe, will not yield any Salt, neither by 
the force of the fire, nor without it; but muft be yet 
farther expofed to the air for fome time, that lo it 
may firft attract that out of the air, that is requifite 
to make Vitriol or Aluni of, and thus (thefe things 
beingiirft done) the Alum, or Vitriol, is molt eafily 
gotten thereout of, by a convenient Extraction and 
Evaporation- ’ 

We made mention in the lecond part of the Philo- 
fuphic.i l Furnaces, of a certain Minera, or Ore of Vi¬ 
triol, which is plentifully found at Q Herckcroda in 
HafliE] fticking in that Earth, which in that place 
they make their Crucibles or Pots, in great quantity 


with ; and we fhewed a way of making a red and 
fweetOil of Vitriol thereof, yet with this Caution, 
viz.. That wc Pnall not have from the faid Minera, nor 
the leaft portion at all of this Oil, if we do not ex- 
pofe it, broken in bits, to the cold air, for half a 
year, that fo it may fall into powder. Such as have 
heeded this going to work, have made thereof amoft 
fweet Oil; but fuch as have neglected the doing this, 
which I publifhed out of a fincere heart, and have re¬ 
duced the faid Mineral into fine powder, and labour¬ 
ed to extract a fait thencefrom, by boiling it in firm 
pic water, bellowed their labour in vain, becaufe of 
their refulingto expofethat Minera for a while to the 
air, and they received not fo much as one Grane of 
Vitriol; and thereupon they tookoccafion to flander 
me, and toaccufe me of Lying. 

But now, when they have obferved that this Mine¬ 
ral that they call away, being expofed to the air, had 
attracted therefrom a fait by its Magnetick Virtue, 
when it had lain fo long as to mould into powder of 
its own accord, and that thereout of a Vitriol doth 
proceed, they were enforced to believe that there lay 
hidden fome Vitriol in thofe ftones; which notwith- 
llanding, could not be extracted by means of water, 
and fo they have afterward publickiy confelled, that 
what they afore gainfay’d, or oppos’d, was agreeable 
to the truth. 

Thus likewife, there are various forts of Copper 
("Ores) endued with an attractive power, and upon 
that account, tiicrc cannot be feparated any Metal, by 
fufion, when it is firft taken out of the Earth, unlefs 
we have firft expofed it for fome Months unto the 
Air- 

Every Nitrous Earth, out of which Salt-petre hath 
already been extracted, doth (when it is again expo- 
fed to the air) attraCt Salt-petre anew, and this we 
obferve to happen in all Wood-alhes, but efpeciallyin 
Liinc-ftones Calcined; for, it attraCteth more fait 
out of the air, than its weight wasafore its being Cal¬ 
cined. For, at the firft time, you will fcarce get ij. 
or tt/.tb. offal t out of a centenary,or hundred weight; 
now by how much the longer it lies expofed to the air 
afterwards, fo much the more plenty of fait doth it 
yield, as is fufficiently well known already. He that 
is ignorant of that we fpeak, or elfe cannot under- 
ftand it, let him make trial, and he (hall find that 
what we fay is a truth. Such as are Ideots do extream- 
ly need thefe kind of Admonitions, thatfo, thebufi- 
nefs being the better underftood-, we may take from 
them all occafion of ignorantly detracting from my 
Writings. 

I fay again, that if the ftones which we here treat 
of, are but well known, though they do not at the firft 
yield any fait, by endeavouring to extract it with Am¬ 
ple water, yet is there no difficulty at all therein, nor 
ihouldwe at all mind that, but let them only be left 
in the air for fome due time, and by this means they 
will plentifully enough attract, and yield us, by a con¬ 
venient extraction, good Salt=petre. The Ancients 
did extract Salt-petre, chiefly out of ftones, which 
way of Extraction is now wholly loft, or out of ufe- 
All the Europeans do now extract their Salt-petre out 
of the Earth of the Stables where Beafts ftand ; al¬ 
beit, that the very Name it felf of Salt-petre,‘doth de¬ 
clare, what matter it was firft produced out of, viz.. 
out of Rocks and ftones: For ’tis as much' as to fay, 
fait educed out of Rocks. 

Nay, even to this day there is Salt-petre extracted 
out of Rocks in the Eaft-Indies, the which theytran- 
fport thence in Ships into our Lands: Our Common¬ 
wealth 
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wealth of Amfterd.m only doth yearly receive fome 
thoufands of hundreds of that Salt, which is extracted 
out of the bare Rocks without the addition of any 
other thing-, 1 wonder what the reafon is, that, that 
way of extrading is unknown to us Germans ; furcly 
1 impute it meerly to the want of skill to manage 
this bufinefs. 

Thus therefore do we think we have fufliciently de¬ 
clared that Nitre may in very deed be extraded out 
of done?.; and that fo clearly that 1 cannot fee what 
reafon any have to misbelieve my words. 

But now that the certainty of the thing may be the 
more apparent, and that no body may think it a fable, 
that Salt-petre may be extraded out of ftones, we will 
fliew fome places in which Salt-Petre lies in the ftones 
in a molt plenteous manner: And although that there 
are fundry fuch places that offer themfelvcs unto us, 
where the ftones contain Salt-petre in them, we will 
demonftrate the verity of this in thofe places we have 
lived in, for ’tis impollible for us exprefly to pronounce 
fuch or fuch a Mountain in this or that Country full of 
Salt-Pctre, which places we never faw. ’Tis not 
given us to fearch all places of the Earth, but fuch 
places as we have feen and come to, we have left but 
few things in them untoucht, whofe nature we have 
not throughly examined. 

Therefore for Examples fake, we will take fome 
part out of our own Country, and exhibit or Ihew unto 
all Men, thofe ftones which are therein found to parti¬ 
cipate of Salt-petre, any one that is ftudious in thefe 
affairs may do the fame in other places, and make a 
diligent inquiry into them, and he will find that almoft 
all Mountains are filled therewith, and yet is known to 
none or at leaft-wife to but a very few. In Francia , 
(or Franconia) and indeed at Kitting where I dwelt be¬ 
fore I came to Holland, [ often went into the Field in 
clear weather, with an intent to fearch out Minerals, 
and although that fundry Men ignorant of (fuch) bufi- 
nefles, do leportthat there are not any Minerals atall 
to be found in Franconia , and that never any Veins of 
Gold or any other Metal have been found there, be- 
caufe all the Inhabitants do live contentedly with the 
plentiful provenue of Wine and Corn ; nor do they 
labour about finding out any other Treafures (for there 
is not any Country in all Germany \n which is gathered 
more abundance of Wine, and of a better fort, than in 
Franconia aforefaid •, which gathering of Wine is to be 
accompted to the Franks or Fray.conians inftead of 
Mine-pits, and yield them imployment enough) yet 
ncvcrthelefs forafmuch as my mind was ever bent 
that way, and I was naturally inclined to fearch very 
inwardly into thofe things which offer themfelvesunto 
us, amongftrthe wonderful works of the moft great 
and glorions God, 1 could not omit the vifiting fuch 
places, which feemed to all Men as unfit for bringing 
forth Minerals, and which were judged to be clearly 
void of the fame, as being willing to try whether or 
no fome things that others knew not of might not 
offer thcmfelves unto me. Nor was my hopes in vain, 
for I found far more than my expectation was, and 
ifnecefiity required I could fhew thofe very places. 

But forafmuch as 1 have propofed to my felf, here 
to fhew fuch places only in which Salt-petre may be 
plentifully made, 1 will at this timepafs by the other 
Minerals in filence : Yet fo, as not wholly to leave 
fuch things, as offer themfelvcs in the way, untoucht. 

I will therefore take in hand fome part of the Rhine, 
which is between Kicking and Afchajfcnlerg, and will 
will very briefly (for my purpofe is not to write a 
Chronicle) fhew what treafures the moft. Great and 


Blefled GGD hath vouchlafcd unto thofe places, be- 
fidcs Wine and Corn fo plentifully abounding theVe- 
Kitting is an Eminent I own and well built, belongs 
to the Bifhoprick of IVurtsburg, and is founded upon 
Lime-ftone, and therefore the foil is very fruitful ; 
and yields Wine and Corn in abundance. Bui as 
foon as ever we are paft over the Bridge of the Mhene 
the Earth begins to be fandy, and has abundance of 
Flints in it, which contain in them fome Gold as well 
as Iron. The manner of extrading it. -'sdeferibed in 
the fccor.d Part of the Profptnry'of Germany, and is con 
firmed in this third Parc. 

About a mile diftance eppofite to the faid City is 
fituated an high Mountain, very full of huge 
Trees, in this Mountain are various Caftlcs for 
Houfcs) the chief of which is the CiJJil Caftlc, which 
is the Houfe belonging by fucceffion to the Lords of 
the County Goff el .- At the bottom of the Mountain 
there is a Village of the fame name, belonging to the 
faid Caftlefor Palace -) In this Village there are a- 
bundance of Springs, the Waters of moll of them I 
have often times tafted, and have perceived them to 
be mightily impregnated with Silt-petre, infomuch 
that the Beafts do altogether fliun the drinking of 
them, much lefs can Men ufe them about the boiling 
oftheir Victuals : Yet fomcofthcm yield fwcct wa¬ 
ter very fit for domeftick affairs. Thefe Nitrous 
Fountains are of no ufe, nor do they effed ought, fave 
thatthey drive fome Mills, and runjthrough the Village 
a particular way afore they fall into the Mhene. 

And forafmuch as the aforefaid Earls have known 
that the chief part (or moft part) of the faid Foun¬ 
tains are wholefome by reafon of the plenty of Salt¬ 
petre in them ; they have therefore taken care to have 
a great Houfe built, that fo the place may be rendred 
commodious for thofe that by reafon of fome difeafe 
ffiouId come unto this place for the fake of waffling 
their fick bodies; and there arc abundance known to 
come, that are ill, intheSummcr time, from places far 
remote ^ feveral of them too by a due ufing this Bath 
arereftored to their former health. 

They know not any other ufe of thefe nitrous 
Fountains than what is aforefaid; whereas if they 
did but knowhow to add fome Virtues to the faid 
waters' by the benefit ofthe Juice of the wood, of which, 
there is great ftorein that place, they would find by 
the ufe of them then, many wonderful effeds in the 
curing of Difeafes. 

Being therefore carneftly intent upon the fearch 
hereof, viz., from whence thefe nitrous Waters fhould 
chiefly proceed, I found that the Mountain nigh that 
place, extending ic felf for fome miles, was every 
where full of Salt-petre, and that itftuck in the Rocks 
thcmfelves, out of which whatfoever is on the Moun- 
tain grew. I did therefore diligently fearch out, 
what condition thofe Stones were of, which the work¬ 
men dig’d out in thefe places, and I knew that there 
was a great quantity of Salt petre contained in them, 
infomuch, that as many Mountains as here (abouts) 
feem to be repleniffied with the fame: Nay more, if 
you fhall break one or two of thofe Stones with which 
the Houfes of the Village of CoJJ'cl are built, you fhall 
find every where in them abundance of Salt-petre. 

1 went to vifit the place it felf where thofe Stones are 
digged out, but found not any Salt-petre among the 
digging, becaufc the Air had not as yet difplaied its 
Virtues thereupon: But I obferved that in thofe 
ftones expofed a while to the Air, there was plenty of 
Salt-petre- He that would fee it with his own Eyes, 
let him go into any Houfe of the Cojfcl Village, whofe 
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Walls are of ancient Handing, and he fliall find that 
there is abundance of Sait-petre in thofe ftones, and 
withal, that the Pillars belonging to the Batlvhoufe do 
yearly wax lels, forasmuch aslcalings of the thick- 
nefs of the back of a Knife do ftill fall off, by the power 
of the feparatcd Salt=petre, as I have often very ac¬ 
curately ar.d curioufly obferved. If the Earls or 
Counts did but know the true ufe of this excellent and 
o cult Tieniure, they would get far greater riches out 
of chat bare Mountain only than by all the County- 
1 doubt not but >hat feeing I have in this place detected 
this Treafurc, theie will fome be found that will 
labour for their own profits fake to find it out. 

Not far off from the faid Mountain the whole 
Earth abounds with Iron, not in the form of Veins 
but of Reins, infomuch that the Metal of Iron offers it 
felfin various particles or pieces of diverfe magni¬ 
tudes , for in fomeplaces it is found as bigas an Ha-- 
zle-nut, or an Acorns in other places as big as an Egg, 
or ones Fift, yea and as big fometimes as ones Head, 
which by the force of the Fire is madefacilc and yields 
abundance of Iron-, nor did 1 ever yet meet with any 
Metal of that fort more excellent than that is, but no 
body knows it, though it may be commodioully prc 
pared or fitted for the ufe of Man, becaufe there is in 
this place plenty enough of Wood and Water to be 
had f for fuch a purpofe] 

Tris Mountain ftretcheth out it felf fome miles, 
reaching as far as Iphovi.i, and the jurifdiftidn of the 
City of iV/rrtzbnrg -, fo that the chiefeft and greatefl 
part thereof is feated in the Bifhoprick of Wttnzfurg -• 
And therefore might inmicnfe and valtTreafures be 
gotten, were there but fuch as were lovers of Art and 
would makethemfelvcs skill’d in the Operation. 

Befides, this Mountain yields‘abundance of white 
ar.d red Gypdiim, which may be reduced to an exceed 
ing whitenefs by the force of the Fire. 

Befides this too, we have known Marble and Alaba- 
fter digg’d out hence, and yet it has not been very du¬ 
rable, for it becomes nitrous after it hath lain expofec 
a while to the Air, and falls to powder,and yields plen= 
ty of Salt-petre, were it but rightly managed, for 
there’s no want of Wood here. 

.There is yet moreover found in the faid Mountain 
another Caftlc which is called Sxcamburg, and belongs 
to the Bilhoprick of lVi:rtzbnrg,vchcrc the Soldiers did 
heretofore ul’etheMetallick Rods, to fcarch after,and 
to fee if they could find (by the ulingthem)fomc Trea- 
fures ; and they tried whether or no fthe Cattle be¬ 
ing burnt by theoccafion of the War ) any fuch Trea- 
fureslayany where hidden. What they found I do 
not yet know: But this I know, that the faid Rods 
did fhew good Metal to be every where ( thereabouts) 
The which thing gave occafion of explaining or un¬ 
folding the faid matter in its proper places. Befides 
this, they digged up nothing elfe but fuch ni¬ 
trous ftones for fome fathoms depth. I once viewed 
this place, and found that the ftones extra&ed fome 
yearsaforeout of this Mountain werealtogether brit¬ 
tle, and isamanifefi: token that the whole Mountain is 
fill’d with Salt-petre. 

' There is befides this Mountain, another nitrous one 
that I know of, of the like condition in the mid-way 
’twixt Kitz.inr and IVernfcld (and is about a miles di- 
ftance from Carlfladr) but that which is here had, dif¬ 
fers from the former in this, viz., that the ltones 
which it exhibits are of a red colour, nor are they fo 
much impregnated with Salt-petre, as thofe of Kit¬ 
ting aforefaid, for they are richer in Petre,and are of 
a more afhy colour. 


There are likewife fuch kind of ftones alfo that 
they cut or dig forth at the Mhene near the City Ro- 
tenfeldt , but tiieyhave not in them fo much Salt-petre 
as thofe have that are found in the Cojfel and Sw.tnf. 
burg Mountain. 


There’s abundance of fuch ftones in feveral places 


in France,but my purpofe is net to mention them all, 
or I was minded to mention fuch only as my felf have 
:'cen, and that are near bordering upon the Mhene. 

They that have a mind to deal with them may 
make their fearch, and they will find inallCountrys of 
the Earth fit ftones for their purpofe, the which we 
may hereby know, if being kept a while in the Air, 
they wax foft, and fcale off' in mod thin leaves, and 
there fticks to your Fingers in rubbing them off, a red- 
difh Meal. 

Befides this too,you may have a molt certain fign of 
fuch Petry places by thole Spiders that have a final! 
body and round, and long feet, for they ftick to thofe 
ftones in abundant meafure : For fuch Spiders do not 
feed upon hearbs, grafs, flics cr other infefls, but on 
old Walls, and they feat themfelves chiefeft of all on 
thofe aforefaid ftones. They arc not all venemous as 
the common houfe Spiders are, and therefore the 
Children do gather them, and arc much delighted 
with them. Now they flicking on to the fofter fan- 
dilli ftones do molt certainly demonftrate that Salt* 
petre is contained in them ; for tis that which they 
are nourilhed with, and conferve their life by, and this 
" was willing to fignify unto you. But put cafe that 


that no fuch nitrous ftones were to be found, yet hows 
ever there is not the opportunity denied us of making 
Saltpetre of the common Lime-making ftones,and of 
them there is every where plenty enough, if they are cal= 
cined by the benefit of Wood, and made nitrous with 
the juice of wood* 

What fhall I fay of the Calcined fxces of Tartar 
which are yearly gathered up and thrown away in valt 
quantities, in all that trait which lies on the Ri¬ 
ver Mime , between Bamberg and Branch fort, whereas 
notwithftanding fome hundreds of hundreds weight 
of Salt-petre might be extracted thence-from, did 
they but mind it- For whatfoever Tartar is therein 
contained, is all of it Salt-petre when ’tis duly boiled 
with a Lixivium of Lime, and being hence ftrained, 
and a fufficicnt evaporation made, it be fet by to Chry- 
ftallize- For it attracts the foul after a magnetick 
manner, which Operation if rightly inftituted, there 
may be prepared thcnce-from a molt inflammable nitre 
in threedays fpacc, the which islikewifcof far greater 
profit than the getting out the Tartar by the help of a 
Prefs, and with a great deal of labour } or elfe than 
the making Potafhes, as we fee ufually done. 

Befides too, there are found other ftones that being 
burnt do yield abundance Of Saltpetre,fuch as are the 
Tophi for foft Tandy ftones) which may be abundant¬ 
ly gathered near Tricfelftcw , which is a Monaftcry fi- 
tuatc on the Mbcn?, and in other places of Germany 
they make even whole Mountains: So that it is evi¬ 
dent that there is no where any want of convenient 
matter to gather Salt-petre from, if Men would but 
fet their hands to the work. Thefe ftones are obvi- 
unto all; and who knows what Treafures the 


ous 


Woods (which we do not at all fearch into] abound 
withal ? Would time permit me I could fhew that va- 
vious kindsofMetals are conferved in the Mountains 
fituate between Kitting and Frandfort , and efpeci- 
ally in the Spejhardcnjiw ( Mountain^ the diftlofing of 
which, fome other more commodious place will admit 
of. 

Now 
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Now follows what we mentioned of the aforefaid 

LAZARUS ERCKER 


Of the manner of (Boiling Sak-petrc. 

AND FIRST 

Bymvhat means a Lixivium is to he made out of a Nitrous Earth. 


I F you are minded to make a Lixivium of fuch an 
Earth, dig it as deep as you (hall find by proving 
it to be either good or naught, efpecially if you 
intend to make it in great quantity, and keep it 
in a dry place. Then take care to have fome great 
wooden Tubs, or Veflels made, fo large, that each 
of them may hold about fome ten Wheel-barrows 
full of the Earth, and whereby you may be able to 
prepare Lixivium enough, anfwerable to the work 
you have propofed to yourfelf to do, and to the big* 
nefs of your Copper. Now there are commonly re¬ 
quired for fuch a work,to one Copper Pan that weighs 
two hundred weight, eight Wooden VelTels which 
are to be placed in fuch order, that on each fide there 
may ftand four in a row,oppofite to each other. Thefe 
fame Tubs are to be fo far diftant from the next Col¬ 
lateral Veflels, as is requifite for the Wheel-Barrow 
wherein the Earth is brought to come between : Yea, 
and it is necelTary that there be half an Ell’s fpace be¬ 
twixt thefaid Tubs and the Earth, or Ground, it felf, 
whereon they are placed. Likewife, each of the Vef- 
fels, or Tubs, muft have a hole in the fore-part, and 
towards the bottom thereof, fit to put in a Plug (or 
Tap) at: Then finally,there mull: be put under thofe 
Plugs, a long Veflel like a Channel-pipe, which may 
receive in it the Lixivium running out of the Tubs, 
and may guide it along into a peculiar Wooden Vef- 
fel, as into a common Store-houfe fet in the Earth 
hollowed for that purpofe, to receive the faid Lee 
in. 

All your Tubs being thus rightly ordered, put in 
upon every Tubs bottom another (falfe) wooden 
bottom, perforated with many Holes, and let it lie 
two Fingers breadth diftant from the true bottom : 
Upon this (falfe) bottom lay yet another made of 
Bull-rufhes, or your fmall fort of Reeds which grow 
plentifully in Ditches about the thicknefs of a quarter 
of an Ell: In want of thefe Reeds throw in upon the 
aforementioned perforated bottom, the quantity of 
a Span (thick) of Chopt Hay, or Straw, laying fome 
very thin boards thereon, thatfo it may not be Mat¬ 
tered (or float) abroad. And your Veflels are made 
conipleatly ready. 

Now then, put of the Earth you have already tri¬ 
ed and gathered, as much into each of your Tubs, as 
they can hold, yet with this Caution, That the top 
part of your Veflel be empty a Spans heighth. And 
obfervethis, that if you can get fome old allies of 
the Curriers, or Soap-boilers, as much of it as two 
or three Wheel-barrows will carry, it muft be put in 


upon the topmoft fmadej bottom of the Tub, afore 
the Earth, but now fpoken of, be put in. At the top 
of the earth,_ lay a Cover made of l'wigs,(or Withes) 
and fallen it with a wooden ftick at the topof the 
earth- This done, pour common water upon the 
earth contained in the Veflel, an Hands breadth in 
heighth, fo as that it may rather touch (or be poured) 
on the Twigs, than the Earth it felf, leaft the faid 
earth become unequal thereby, and hollowed in feve= 
ral places. Let it ftand thus for eight hours, which 
time being overpaft, draw your Plug out, and Jet the 
water you poured on, run out at the hole beneath, 
which as long as it is muddy, you muft always pour in 
again into the Veflel, repeating this fo often, rill it 
comes out clear, then keep it, and this water is cal¬ 
led a weak Lee or Lixivium. 

This done, pour common water again upon ti e 
earth from which the Lee hath been already, once fc* 
parated, that fo it may extract the refidue of the Li‘ 
xivium out of the earth ; and this Lee is of no ufe, 
fave that it may be poured on upon new earth, 
inftead of Ample water; for it oftentimes doth 
even yet contain a great deal of Nitre, infomuch, 
that you may fometimes extract out of an hundred 
weigh t thereof, three or four pound of Nitre. 

This Extraction beingfinifhed, takeout theunpro? 
Stable earth out of the Veflel, and put in new-, and 
continue the Operation, after the aforefaid manner, 
reiterating it fo long, and fo often, until you have 
gotten ftorc enouglyof the Lixivium, that the work 
of boiling be not intermitted for want of Lixivium. 

Befides, there muft be fome Wooden Veflel placed 
at the upper part of the Copper which this Lixivium 
is boiled in, out of which may run fo much Lixivium 
into the Copper as is wafted away by boiling, that fo 
there may be ftill kept the fame order of boiling, and 
the fame quantity of Lixivium in the Copper. 1 his 
boiling is to be on this wife continued, until a Cente¬ 
nary, or hundred weight of Lixivium in the Copper^ 
yields according to thelefsaflay (or n eight ) twenty 
five pounds of Nitre ; and this may be done in two 
Days, and one Night. 

This being thus done, yon muft have ready yet twO 
Tubs, or Veflels (more) of Wood, made after the 
afore preferibed manner, and furnilhed with a (falfe) 
perforated wooden bottom, befides its own bottom, 
and likewife with fuch a bottom as is made of Reeds 
(or Bull ruihes) •, only you arc to obferve this here -, 
That there muft beput yet another pertorated wooden 
bottom upon this topmoft bottom of Reeds, upon 
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vSdTd^Tbe firft call in feme chap’dl Straw 
then feme Alhes of Firr, Beach, or any other^ Jr.e, 
fo much in quantity as may overtop the Sti aw an 
Eil or Cubit, [Vina] high ; or rather ( if it may be 
had for a very mean price) as much as may fill the 
Tubs, orVellels. Bytyct, thefe Allies ar ® c 

juft fimply thrown in fas they are) upon the: Straw, 
but afore this is done, they muft be firft well mat to 

gether, then moiftened with fonic ° f Jr^ Then 
Lixivium, that there may be made a Mafs. Then 
when the Afhcs arc on this wife prepared, ““.JJJ *? 
the Vellel,the Lixivium boil’d to its heighth andwh.^ 
y kids in the proof twenty five pound, muft be poured 
thereon, ashotaspofliblyitmay, and is to be often 
drawn off by the lower hole, until (if tioubledor 

muddy) it becomes clear. , , . , 

After that all the Lee hath thus pafled through the 
Alhesof both Tubs (the which is done upon this ag 
count, That all its fatnefs maypafs into (or be left 
with) the Alhcs, which Alhes are hereby rend red 
ftronger to wafh withal) keep inn a peculiar Vellel. 

Then pour the common Lee or Lixivium upon the 
Alhes remaining in the Tubs, which when ithathpaf- 
fed through the Alhes, is called the fecond ftronger 
Lixivium: Then again pour on yet a third time, hot 
Lixivium, and when’tisdrawn oft, it is called the le 
cond weaker Lixivium : Laftly, the common Lee, or 
Lixivium, may be poured op cold upon the Alhes, 
that fo all the virtue of the fame may be wholly ex¬ 
tracted. 

The Figure before going (Numb, i •) will (hew you 
the way of placing the Tubs, of preparing the Lixi¬ 
vium, and ordering the boiling. 

A Are the eight Wooden Tubs, wherein the earth is 

Channels , or Conveyances, by tvhicb the water runs 

into the faid Tubs . . . 

C Channels , cr Gutters, by which the Lixivmm is 

conveyed into a b^cffel fit there trader. 

D The Veflel m which the Lixivium is gathered, or 

received. ... 

E The little Vcffel out of which the Lixivium runs in-. 

to the Copper. 

F The Furnace. 

G The Copper. 

H The door of the Furnace whereby Wood is put m un¬ 
der the Copper. 

I The Lower Wind-draught (or Afh-hole) of the 
Furnace. 

K The inward Jhape of the Furnace. 

L An Iron Grate, which the Wood is put upon. 


Part I, 


The manner of preparing the Liquor , out of which 
Salt-petre may be made by Boiling. 

F irft of all, pour your fecond weaker Lixivium in¬ 
to your Copper, and let it a boiling, then let 
your fecond ftronger Lixivium run thereinto by little 
and little-, and then laftly, the firft Lixivium it felf, 
and which is the chiefeft of all, until the Copper be 
almoft filled, and the Lixivium be boil d enough 

to Ihoot. . f . 

And now when you perceive that your Liquor is 
madeftrong enough by boiling, put in a Brals Ladle 


perforated for full of holes) feveral times, even to 
the bottom of the Copper, and if the Lixivium lets 
fall out of it any Salt, yoh will find it at the bottom, 
the which you may take up with your Ladle. 

Note alfo, That the Scum which at the end of 
this Boiling is plentifully gathered, muft be carefully 
taken away : Now then try the readinefsof your Lixb 
viums Cryftallization, on this wife: Put either two 
or three drops on a cold Iron,or on a Polifh’d Plate of 
Iron, and if it ftands, or grows hard; that is, if 
when you turn the Iron up and down, it does not run 
for flow) down, thefc are figns of the fitnefs of your 
Liquors Cryftallization. Or elfe, you may put fame 
of the Lixivium in a Brafs Vell’el, and fet it in cold 
water, and fo you fliall fee whether the Liquor be fit¬ 
ted enough to Cryftallize ; for aflbon as ever the Lixi¬ 
vium fhall be cold, there willbe plenty of Salt-petre 
generated : Nay, even the very Brafs Spoon it felf 
denotes the goodnefs of the Liquor, it beingput into 
the Liquor, and again taken out, it will Ihow it ftick= 
ing on it, as if it were Oil. 

Out of a Centenary, or hundred weight of Liquor 
thus perfectly prepared, there will proceed more 
than feventy pound of Salt-petre- 


The way of rightly ufvig the Liquor for the Gene - 
rating of a more Crude Salt-petre. 

P Our your Liquor prepared after the afore- 
fliovvn manner, out of the Copper into a narrow 
Tub, or Vellel, made of Firr, or Pine-tree wood; 
wherein let it remain quiet, till it be a little refrigera¬ 
ted,andthe muddinefs,or flimynefsf ZJ?;;«/]3ppcar ) and 
you find that the fait (ticks on in Granes to the Tides of 
the Vellel now when you perceive your Lixivium fo 
cooled, as that yon can put your finger thereinto 
without burning, pull out the Plug, wherewith an hole 
made in this long Veflel, about a fpan’s heighth from 
the bottom, was fliut, or ftopt, and fo let the Liquor 
run forth, into very great Wooden Veflcls, and deep, 
purpofely made for fuch a bufinefs; or elfe into Cop¬ 
per Pans, buried almoft (up to their Necks) in the 
earth, (for the cooler the place is, which they Hand 
in, fo much the better, and the more plenty of Salt¬ 
petre is gathered, and Cryftallizeth) and you will find 
that your crude Salt-petre will Ihoot therein, the 
thickncfsof almoft two fingers breadth, partly of a 
whitifli colour, partly yellow, and partly blackifh- 
After that this boil’d Liquor hath flood for two 
days, and fo many nights in the Vclfel, the Lixivium 
of the Salt-petre which fwims at top, muft betaken 
away, which you may mix with the ftrong Lixivium, 
and pour a fecond time upon Alhes, for clle the Lixi¬ 
vium will contract too much fatnefs, and there 
will be no Salt generated. 

Sometimes it happens, that when the Allies are not 
good, there’s no fait at all gathered in the Liquor, in 
which cafe there is no prefenter Remedy, than to mix 
fucli a Lixivium ftronger than is fit, with another, and 
fo pour it againupon new, and good Alhes, and then 
let the boiling be again perfected after theafore-pre- 
feribed manner- 

Likewife, when in the boiling you find the Lixivi¬ 
um very muddy, whereby the Collection of the Salt 
is oft-times liindred, it muft betaken away, and let 
the Waflicr- Womemor Lawndrefles have it,and other 
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mult be fubftituted in its room,and be farther purified 
by the help of Afhes. 

The Figure figned (Numb. 2 .) (hews the manner of 

preparing the Liquor by boiling, and of extracting 

and gathering the Salt thereout of. 

A Long narrow Tabs , or VcffJs, in which the deco- 
bled Liquor of the Lixivium is cooled. 

B The Furnace wherein the Copper fiands. 

Q The Man that manageth the boiling 1 and extrabls , 
or draws out the fait with a Ladle , the which he lays in a 
1Vtthy Basket placed on the Copper , that fo the Lixivium 
(in it) may again run down into the Copper. 

D The little Basket. 

E The little Tub out of which the firong Lixivium runs 
(by little and little) into the Copper. 

F Coolers , or Tejfels , in which the Crude Salt'pctrc 
fhoots. 

G Four Brafs Pans put in the Earth , hollowed for the 
purpofe , in which likewife f fee Salt-petre is generated (or 
Pioots.) 

H A firong Veffcl whereinto the Lixivium remaining 
after the generating (or fhooting) of the Salt-pctre, is 
put. 


The way to purifie the Crude Salt-petre. 

W Hen all thefe things are thus done, and the 
Lixivium that fwims at the top of the Salt¬ 
petre is taken away, lift up thofe Veflels, or Brafs 
Pans, containing that fait, and turn them up and 
down in foine convenient place, that fo the relidue of 
the Lixivium, that lies as yet in them may flow, or 
run clearly out, into another Veflel fet thereunder. 

This done, take the Salt-petre out of the Cool¬ 
ers, or out of the Coppers (or Brals Pans) with an 
Iron Spatula, or rather with fuch an Inftrument as 
your Plafterers ufe (cine telle, a Truel) and put it in 
a Tub that has a hole in the bottom thereof, that fo 
the Lixivium may be perfectly feparated therefrom- 
They that fell that crude Salt-petre, and not at all pm 
rifled, for the Salt-petre Boilers, do pour thereon 
pure (or clear) Well-water, by the means of which, 
it is made more white, that which is thencefrom fepa¬ 
rated they do again mix with other ftronger Lixivium 
and fo boil it up for the following ufe. 

But if you have a mind to purifie this crude Nitre 
from its fait, and all its Impurities, that it may be 
rendred fair, and white, you are to proceed this fol¬ 
lowing way : 

Takealmofl'as much Well-water as isfufficient for 
the diflolution oftheSalt=petre, put it in the purifying 
Copper Veflel, firft cleaned with water, and dried 
with a cloth, and put the fire under it, and make it 
molt exceeding hot, then throw in your Salt-petre 
by little and little, and in pieces, continually ftirring 
the Salt-petre that flicks at the bottom with a fpoon, 
that it may be the eafier, and fooner diflolved ; this 
only is to be obferved, that there is required a more 
gentle fire, while the Salt=petre is call into the Cop¬ 
per, fo as the water may be kept always hot. 
When all the Salt-petre is almolt diflolved in the wa¬ 
ter, promote the boiling thereof, by augmenting the 
fire, then try if there be any fait in a (biggilh) grofs 
form, refiding in the bottom of the Copper Veflel, 


which if you find to be, (for indeed, the Salt-pctre 
it felf is not fo very eafily diflolved, nor doth its be¬ 
ing admixt in a more copious manner, at all benefit the 
Lixivium ) take it forth with a Spoon, (or Ladle.) 

This done, feparatc the Scum fwimmingat top of 
the boiling water, then have ready a Brafs Veflel that 
will hold about 5 ;./^.of Liquor, fill it half full with the 
Lixivium, fet the Veflel in cold water to cool, and 
you fhall find your Nitre prefently to Cryltallizc, or 
fhoot therein. 

Hereby may you try whether your Purgative water 
be ftrong enough, or not; for ifbe ftronger than 
is fit, you will find a little skin fpread it felf over the 
matter contained in the Veflel, and when it comes to 
be fo, add thereunto more hot water, keeping the 
fire in that degree of heat, as may fuffice to keep the 
water contained in the Copper, gently boiling. 

Now when you have kept it thus boiling for fome 
feafon, try the goodnefs of your water again, after 
the aforefaid manner; and if you fliall find a Cry- 
ftallization therein, and no Concretion, or heaping- 
together, leaving a gaping, or chap in the midft, the 
bufinefs is well done; but if it be otherwife (than 
thus well done) fothat it be wholly fhut in forgathers 
a skin all over) at top, pour on hot water, until your 
Matters come to fuccced after the manner afore¬ 
faid. 

Thenafterall this, take of the beft Wine Vinegar, 
about one pound thereof, and pour it into the laid 
water, and yon will prefently fee a blackifli fpume, 
or filth arife in plenty at the top thereof, and when 
you have left it fo a while, it may be ealily taken off, 
becaufe of the thickncfs it contrails. 

The boiling being yet a while longer continued, 
pour in the fame quantity of Vinegar again, and di¬ 
ligently feparate the Scum as afore; This pouring on 
of Vinegar, and feparating of the Scum, may be re¬ 
peated yet a third time, and oftner, whereby the 
purgatory water may be made altogether pure, and 
that there appears not any more fpume. 

When all this is done,call in upon this water twoor 
three punces of Burnt=Alum, moft finely powdered, 
ftir all well with a Spatula, whereby the Salt-petre 
may fhoot into longer Cryftals. 

Then after this, pour out the purgatory water in¬ 
to the aforementioned deep Veflels, and cover them 
over with Linen Cloths, that the Liquor cool not. 
Let it Hand thus one hour or two at moft, and a yel¬ 
low dime will fettle to the bottom : Then let the wa¬ 
ter while it is yet warm flow out hence, into other 
Veflels made of wood, and efpecially of Elm, and 
which are large enough; or elfe, you may let ic run 
into Copper Pans fet deep in the Earth, for the better 
coolings fake, which cover over very neatly with 
Cloths, that fo the Cryftallization may begin from 
the bottom, and not at the upper part, as we fee it 
wont to happen, where it is not kept by Coverings 
from the External cold : And we alfo obferve therein 
too, that the Cryftals fhoot not into that length, as 
when the Cryftallization begins from the bottom. 

Let them ftand thus for two or three days, until you 
fee no more Cryftals generated, which you may 011 
this wife try. 

Put fome of the Lixivium in your (little) proba¬ 
tory Veflel, wherein, if you find that there are no 
more Cryftals generated, you may take out the reft 
of the Lixivium : Then take out the Petre with an 
Iron Spatula (orTruel) and put it into a Veflel that 
is full of holes in the bottom, that fo all rhe Lixivium 
may be the better feparated therefrom- And you fliall 

have 
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have your Salt-petre pure and white, and freed from 
its Salt. 

Forafmuch as the Lixivium here feparated hath as 
yet fome faltnels in it, it may be mixed with other 
Ih'ong Lixivium to be(agen)boil’d up,for the producti¬ 
on of the Crude Sait-petrc is ufually holpen forward 
therewithal. 

Some there are that for the better purifying the 
Petrc, do put Calx vive in together (with it) whereby 
the water becomes molt white like Milk, and the Salt¬ 
petre gets a greater fairnefs. 

You mult witha.^obferve that during the time that 
the purifying water is contained in the Copper, your 
lire mult be molt gentle, lealt by overmuch boil* 
ing you get fomc damage, for a little fire is a- 
ble eafiiy to caufe (a too vehement) ebullition, and 
when it has get ftrength (or the Hart of you) it is 
hardly allayed again. The feum which you take off 
from it you may pour upon allies as if it were a Lixivi¬ 
um, that fo nothing ffiom whence any profit can be 
hoped for) may be loft. 

There is fometimes feen to flick t,o the bottom of the 
Copper fefpccially when it is ufed about many boil¬ 
ings) a certainltony and hard fubftance like Tartar, 
which unlefs it be taken away, your Copper will eafiiy 
fuffer damage under that fame matter and be 
burnt. 

The earth and afhes left, after the weak Lixivium 
(hath paft through them) are to be laid up in fome 
convenient place, and there kept for four years or 
more, that fo they may be again apt to y ield a-new 
more Lixivium by extraction; which, that it may be 
the better and ealier done, there muft be made in them 
(many weeks afore they are wrought upon) by digging 
fome Pits or Gutters, that fo they may be freed by 
the heat of the Sun from that moifturc wherewith they 
as yet abound. Nor do the ancients fo much wander 
from the Truth in that they fuppofe it much better 
and more profitable to keep all the earth under a roof 
or fined, and that it will be far fooner reduced unto 
a fitting goodnefs, than to lie open to the weather, for 
much of the Salt-petre is corrupted (or fpoiled) wit h 
an abundance of moifture.efpecially with the Rain it 
felf: For it needs only a little wetting whereby it may 
be generated, and extreamly Ihuns, or is injured by 
too much moifture. 

Befidesthefe ways, there are many that mix with 
this earth that is yet contained in the Tub the Saw- 
duft of Firr, or fome other Wood (the height of) 
a Fingers length (on it): And they perfwadc that 
Salt-petre is alfo generated and multiplied from that 
fatnefs which is mixed with the Saw-dufl, and that 
the earth prepared on this wife can be fo changed in a 
years fpace(fo it be kept in a dry place) that it may be 
again madeufeof as afore. Yea and they fuppofe too 
that they can do much here, if they pour upon fuch a 
barren (or lean) earth, thus lying in a dry place, the 
reliques or remains of the dyes, which the Dyers are 
otherwile wont to throw away, and evident it is that 
they are aluminous, but yet not fo frequently. 

Belidesfuch waters of the Dyers they are wont alfo 
to mix foot with their earth, (yea and the allies too of 
which Lawndrefles do’ commonly make their Lee; ) 
that fo it may be made the more fruitful and may be 
the fooner brought to ufe. 

This only is to be noted, that there are fometimes 
found earths that give a thick black Lee, which being 
ufed by it felf is too fat, to which is to be added a 
leaner ad dryer earth, that fo the Salt-petre may be 
the better and more plentifully generated. 


The way therefore how, and the instruments by 
which crude Salt-petrc«is purifyed, is lliown by the 
6 and 8 Figure (in Laz.arus Ercke>\$ Book 1 think 
he means.) 


7 be manner of purifying the grofs and hlackifb 
Salt that comes out of the Salt petre. 

T Hat black or rather afliy colour Salt, which is 
found in the Copper while the nitre is prepared 
by boiling, and likewife in the narrow Tub or VelTel, 
may be reduced into very good Salt, and very conve¬ 
nient for daily ufe, and no ways at ail hurtful to Man, 
if it be but duly purified ; which faid purification is 
to be thus ordered. 

The Copper being well cleaned fill it with molt 
clear Well-water, put fire under it and make it boil, 
throw in the faid Salt by times (not all at once)into the 
boiling water, that fo it may be dilfolvcd •, which,that 
it may be the fooner and better done, Itir it continually 
with a Spatulayvhtn you think that it is all dilfolved 
pourout the Lixiviurn’into fome Veficl or Tub, & you 
fhall fee the grolfer part will fettle to the bottom, and 
the Lixivium will clear up : When you perceive this, 
pour this clear Lixivium again into the cleanfed Cop¬ 
per, and boil it fo long till the Salt fettles to the bot¬ 
tom, which take out of the faid Copper with a perfo¬ 
rated Ladle,and put it in a Basket that is placed over 
the Copper, that fo all the fupcrfluons Lee or moifturc 
may again run down into the Copper, and yields for 
leaves) the Salt perfed and dry. 

Some there are who afore they ufe this Salt about 
clomeftick affairs, do decrepitate it firft, and perfwade 
thcmfclves that it becomes thereby the more virtuous 
(orftrong.) - 

What remains behind of the Lixivium in the Cop¬ 
per, you may boil it up like as you would any other 
Lixivium appointed to be Cryftallized, then pour it 
out into the VefTels deftinated to that purpofe, and 
you fliall fee Salt-petre to be generated in them ; for 
feeing the faid Salt proceedeth out of the Salt-petre, 
this Lixivium cannot be wholly void of Salt-petre, 
and therefore may it be feparated from that Salt by 
the aforefaid way, and be purified. 

But you are to note here, that where there is too- 
great a quantity of Salt-petre permixt with the 
faid Salt, or that the Salt it felf is too black and im¬ 
pure, that Salt cannot get its due luftre and whitenefs 
by barely one fuch a purifying Operation, and there¬ 
fore there is rcquiiitc a reiteration of this Operation, 
fo that it be again dilfolved in new water, and be pu¬ 
rifyed, whereby it may become altogether white. 

However, fuch a black and impure Salt, maybe pu¬ 
rified even by this way f following-) Pour the folution 
it felf, while dis yet hot, (the water I mean in which 
the Salt is dilfolved) upon the afhes which a Lixivium 
hath been already poured on before, and you fhall fee 
the Salt Lixivium to be wholly purified: But yet all 
the Salt which is extraded thence, is not fufficiently 
white, but that which is gathered laltof all is yellow- 
ilh, and therefore mult be yet once again purified. 
Note alfo here, that when fuch a Lixivium of Salt is 
poured on the afhes, they muft be well edulcorated 
(after the operation is finilhed)leaft the Salt ftickingin 
the Reedyor Bull-rulh-bottom fliou Id give an unfitting 
faknefs to theLixivium that is nextpoured thereupon. 

And thus have you the common method of boiling 
and preparing Salt-petrc, in which you meet with 

what 
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what may be well difallowcd or rejected, viz., ic isc.x- 
treamly tedious, nor is it at all gainful, for out of a 
centenary of Lixivium, weliave no more than three or 
four pound of Pctrc -, to get which too, all the reft of 
the water muft be done off by evaporation, which is 
a longtime doing, and requires no fmall cofts. Yet 
I will (hew in what follows, by what means this incon¬ 
venience may be prevented, which I have proved by 
mine own experience. 


The way of augmenting the Crude Lixivium 
afore its lolling. 


T H E Sait- pctrc boilers have hitherto varioufly 
fought after the way of augmenting i or fortify¬ 
ing) the Lixivium of Salt-petre, that is, of cauling a 
more plentiful provenue of Salt-petre, in the Water 
remaining of the extraftion of Salt-petre, but in vain, 
becaufethcy were ignorant of the lefler proof which 
all things here arc tried by. Its augmentation is done, 
on this wife- 

Take of a Lixivium,a Centenary of which contains 
i'-ij- ft. of Nitre, pour fo much of it as a Tub or Veiled 
will hold, upon new earth,let it ftand for twelve hours \ 
then draw offthe Lixivium, and as much as you find 
wanting of what you poured on (which may eaiily be 
known by the emptinefs of the meafure which it 
was in, afore you poured it on, and in which it is now 
gathered or received again) pour fo much fimple wa¬ 
ter on the Earth, which draw offin like manner, and 
mix it with the Lixivium, and you will then have the 
fame quantity that, you had in your Veflcl afore. This 
done try the Lixivium by the lefler experiment or 
proof and you will find it to contain vj. lb. of Nitre. 
Pour this Lixivium that contains in it vjAh of Nitre 
upon other new earth, and proceed on the manner a- 
forefaid, and you fhall have your Lixivium to contain 
fv.1b. of Nitre. You may pour this a third time upon 
other new earth & proceed on with it after the afore-- 
faid manner,and you (hall yet have more Nitre out of a 
Centenary of Lixivium. But you muft be always wary 
in this Operation, that you draw off, neither more nor 
lefs Lixivium from the earth than you had before in 
the Veflel. Thefe things it pleafed me to add, con¬ 
cerning the fecond pouring on of water, mccrly for 
the experiments or proofs fake, whereby we may be 
made certain of the augmentation thereof (forafrnuch 
as the Lixivium doth by this means hold in it more Ni= 
tre) and that we may be forced to acknowledge its 
augmentation even in that way. Then after this is 
done, you may ufe the weaker Lixivium inftead of wa¬ 
ter, to fill up .the firft meafure, and fo the Lixivium 
will be the eafier, and more augmented; and we may 
in a fliort time have fufficient quantity hereof for to 
boil. And although this augmentation of the Lixivi¬ 
um requires a great deal of labour, yet are all the 
(pains, &c.) recompenfed, becaufc we hereby get in 
one Weeks fpace,and with lefsexpenceofWood, far 
more Nitre than by the other common ways: But yet 
there are requifite more Veflels for this kind of work¬ 
ing, wherein the feparated Lixivium may be kept. 

1 will aifo give the Reader a manuduftion here, by 
what way the boiling of the Lixivium is to be ordered, 
or contrived: Firft of all, this is well to be regarded, 
that forafmuch as a great boiling requires a great 
quantity of eartii, and yet there docs not at all times, 
earth of a like gcodqefs ofler it felf (cfpccially feeing a 
Man cannot make p<bof of it all) upon which the cofts 


and labours (neceflary about it) may be well (cr at 
the beft hand) beftowed; It feems wholly expedient, 
not to make inch a great Coition (or boiling-trade) 
but to co it with only three or four Tubs, that fo ue 
may choofc only the belt convenient earth, which we 
may dig in the Cities (or Towns) out ofHoufesof 
long ftandmg, and out of Stables, but yet not too 
deep: Such a Lixivium as contains in an hundred 
weight of it eight pounds of Nitre, may be increafed 
to eighteen or twenty pounds, if wc proceed accord¬ 
ing to, the aforefaid method, r^nd therefore fuch 
Nitre boilers as inhabit thofc regions where there is 
fcarcity of Wood may give hereunto good heed- 

Now the Lixivium augmented on this wife, doth 
not attract all the nitre out of the earth it fclLbut there 
doth yet iome always remain behind : And therefore 
you need not prefently throw it away,but pour there¬ 
upon lome fimple Waters, which after it hath flood 
thereon for fome hours, draw ofr again, and’you fhall 
have a weak Lixivium,which you may try by the proof, 
and proceed on therewith in the method of augniciv* 
ting it, and fo you will have a continual labour- 

Thislikewife is to bcobferved in an cfpecial man¬ 
ner, let the Work-houfc in which this boiling up of 
your Salt-petre is done, be very low, and covered with 
thatch, that fo the heat may be the better kept about 
the Tubs, and this Operation may be done as well in 
the Winter asin the Summer, and that the weak Li¬ 
xivium may not at all congeal- 

And now, even as Salt-petre is made by boiling, out 
of the Lixivium which is made of Earth, even fo is it 
of that Lixivium which is gotten out of Stones or the 
Lime (and Dung) Arches (afore-fpoken of-,) only 
tlici c is this diheiencc, 1 hat this 1 a ft way of my con¬ 
trivance (with ftones &c.) is eaiicr, and yields more 
Nitre. Such as are pleafed with this kind of work 
may fet about it, nor will they beftow their Labours in 
vain there may be abundance of things, and thofc 
wonderful ones too, eftefted with Salt-petre, as I have 
abundantly demonftiatcd in my foregoing Writings, 
and (hall in my followingones too,more clearly demon- 
ftrate it God vouchfafe ftrength and abilities. 

But before 1 come to the pradice it felf, and to de- 
feribe the benefits of Salt-petre in fpecie for in parti¬ 
cular) it is wholly nccellary to flievv how wonder¬ 
ful, yea how incomparable a fubjeft, that Salt-petre is. 
And this thing I have already handled at large in the 
Second Part of the Philofopbic.il Furnaces, in the Second 
Part of the Pharmacopoeia Spagyrica, but efpecially in my 
/ Uracitiitm Alundi 3 and in the Explication) 2 . nd Conti¬ 
nuation, and Defence of the fame. 

E/ere the Author runs out into a large digrcjfon in bis 
ovon vindication , upon the occafion of certain Letters fent 
him by one I. IJ. S. who Stile d hi mjelf the Son of Sendi- 
vogius; in which Letters he highly extots the Her- 
metick learning of the Author, but blames him for Writing 
fo plainly of great fecrets, add exhorts him to be more 
[paring and obfeure for the future. Withal offering his 
fervice(and begging the Authors leave) to defend bis Per- 
fan and Writings againfi Farnner and others. The Au¬ 
thor not taking his advice nor yet accepting of his fervicc 
(fufpc Sling him to be a felfdcfguer) this 1 . H. S. after¬ 
wards publifhed a Book entititled LucernaSalis Philofo- 
pliorum. In which he offers to teach' the makin* of the 
Philofophers-ftone at a price cr reward ; and reproach-, 
cih Glauber whom he before badfo highly magnified in fe- 
vcral Letters , advifwg People to avoid his writings as S - 
phfitcal. In this Treatife he mentions a PredtSlioi or 
i > ophccy Oj t,.rce Aionarchs that wire to appear m the 
U'u u u WcrlJ: 
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World : Thefirft of Paracelfus, concerning Elias the Ar- 
tifi. Secondly , That e/Cofmopolita of the comm* oj the 
Northern Monarch- Thirdly , That of Jacob Behnien, 
That a LHy flail bring forth Flowers from the North. 
He intimates that himfelfis the Elias of Arts. Secondly, 
That fame Northern Monarch JM* <&> mighty things in 
the World: And Thirdly, that the Writings of Jacob 
liehmen jhottld be again Printed a new. After the Author 
hath Jh:wed the ill dealing of this I. H. S. with him, and 
vindicated hirnfelf ., then he proceeds briefly to Comment up¬ 
on tbeje three Predictions tr Prophecies. 

By what hath been faid, may the Candid and well- 
minded Reader judge what judgment is to be had of 
this Monarch of Arts I. H. S. Every one that reads 
them will find whether or no fnch a Monarchy is to be 
expected from fnch a ones Writings. But now that 
1 my felf may likewife here produce my opinion, con¬ 
cerning Paracel] at his meaning where he writeth, If fly 
that the mofi eminent Streets will not be known afore Elias 
the Artifi Jball come and teach them ■’ (But I pray) what 
hath the holy Man Elias to do with Arts? verily no 
thingat all .Paracelfas minded or pointed at fome other 
thing, he well knew, that no body comes unto fuch 
knowledge, unlefs by Revelation from God, by godly 
Prayers, and by fcarching i This is the true Elias 
which Paracelflus fpeakethof, if (viz..') the word Elias 
be read backwards, and E changed into A: For then 
’tis the fame with S,z//<?(that is,Salts) fuch as thefe(^*i.. 
falts)are known unto,tothcm is Eh as a mafter or teach: 
er* And where the faid Paracelflus fpeaketh of Salts lie 
adds Aicbimy finds it (tobe) in Nitre : Hereby (hewing 
and pointing at Salia, Salts, which word being read 
backward is Elias ? And this is my opinion as touch¬ 
ing the coming of Elias the Artift,and 1 do yet (again) 
fay, that to him to whom Salts are known, hath Elias 
appeared. And let this be fiiflicient to have fpoken 
of the firft Monarchy of l. H- S. and what is to be 
judged thereof. 
ii 

l- 


Now follows the Second Monarchy. 

A S for the fecond Monarchy,he allcdgeththc Pro¬ 
phecy of Paracelfus , which runs thus : A Lion 
]l, dl come from the North , and become the Atonarch of the 
World: Which Prediction is not at all to be under* 
flood according to the Letter. What has Paracelfus 
to do with the Northern Lion ? What bufinefs has he 
with the Monarch of the World. Some there arethat 
endeavour to attribute that Prophecy to one or other 
of the Northern Kings, but yet that was notin the lead 
Paracelfus* s meaning,he'drove at a far other-guefs bn* 
finefs and by that Lion he meant Salt-nitre, which is 
wont to be brought unto us by the Northern Winds, 
Kain and Snow", and that fevcral times yearly as is 
well known unto all j hereupon many amongft the 
Philolophers,and fomcof them the latter Phi lofophers, 
have filled great Veftcls with the Rain and Snow that 
comes outof the North, and aimed at the preparation 
of a Tinfture thereout of, but they found nothing elfe 
butSqlt-petre, which to get, I have fliown a much 
fhortcr way. 

Paracelfus, Bafllins , and others have Written many 
things of the green and red Lion, all which aie to lie 
■underftood of Salt*nitre»which may molt eafily be tran- 
fmuted into the green or red Lion, concerning which 
thing 1 my fclf have made mention in many places. 

But fome or other may reply, How can it be faid 


that the Lion (hall be expeCted out of the North, if 
Paracelfus did by it undcrftnnd or mean Salt-petre, for 
that cannot be faid to be expeCted (or waited for) 
which hath always been ? Surely the approach of this 
Northern Lion is not to be fuppofed or thought to be 
as to the outfideafpeCt and known ufc,but only accord* 
ing to the internal virtue, & the Treafure thereinjhid- 
den-, concerning which, the'Philofophcrs have writ¬ 
ten many things enigmatically, and kept up all things 
mod fccretly. Verily he to whom the infidc of Salt¬ 
petre is known will be able to report wonderful things, 
for ftis that only that is the true Monarch, and is able 
to inftitutea good governance for thofe that pollefs 
and know it. This Monarch will not be to any one a 
ftirrer up to kill others, and to take from others their 
Goods and Kingdoms, and to difquiet the whole 
World,as vve fee other Monarchs do,but he will bring 
Peace and Concord, and will pcrfvvade the Soldiers to 
ftay at home and to get their food by the labour of 
their hands, and not to (lied the blood of the innocent; 
he will injoin the greedy Ufurers to be beneficial to 
the, poor & to put an end to their immoderate ufury ; 
he will (hew to the Divines, that all their contenti¬ 
ons are vain, and that they caufe nothing but inquie¬ 
tude, dillention and difeord amongft Men, and will 
require at their hands to Preach concerning friendfliip 
to, and love of ones Neighbour, which under this un¬ 
profitable contending is wholly loft, and to banifh 
away all hatred} and contrary*wife to drive after pa¬ 
tience and Chriftian humility- Thefe kind of Do¬ 
ctrines and governance the inward or infide knowledge 
of the Northern Lion will bring with him, and not 
any War or (hedding of Blood- But afore the faid 
Lion is tamed and made gentle, he is very ravenous, 
and the venomous Bafilisk, and devouring Dragon, 
preying both upon Men and Beads, demolifiiing Cities 
and Cattles, and deftroying Goods and Men together. 
Thus have I in brief expounded my opinion oftlie com¬ 
ing of the Lion from the North, let every one believe 
it as heliftcth- Aud thus much (hall fuflice for the 
Second Monarchy, and how it is tobeunderftood. 


Now follows the third Monarchical Prophecy. 

A S for what concerns the third Prophecy which 
I.H.S. doth alfo make mention of, (&willhave 
it) to concern a certain Writer, whofe name is Jacob 
Behmen, who exercifcd the Shooe-.niakers Craft,and pub- 
lifiicd many Theological and alfo Chymical things, 
which John Beth doth again Print: As far as I know 
by his writings, he was an honeft Man, but 1 do not 
know what he underftood in Alchimy •, but however 
this is evident, that lie never exercifcd or praftifed 
Chymical Operations, and that his Chymical writings 
are mod difficult to be underftood, but his Theologi* 
cal writings are read by many. My opinion concerning 
the bufinefs is this, that this fame I. H. S. was minded 
to quarrel with me, that fo there being a brawling 
bred between us he might make his Books the more 
faleablc- I have therefore thus plainly anfwered him, 
but if he proceed on in contrarying and oppofing me, 
I (hall be conftrained Nolens Coleus to meet with him 
another kind of way, for 1 am even wearied and glut¬ 
ted with contention. If he will needs brawl and lcold 
let him do it with thofe that have no work to do, fuch 
as hehimfclf & his allocates are, who have no Family 
to rule and look after, 1 can for piy own part beftow 
my time better than in thofe contentions, which bring 
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no profit, but only to the Bookleller, whofe Books be¬ 
fore they are known fell well. 

But to conclude, I will in a few words open the ill 
affected mind of J. H.S. to the Candid Reader.When 
1 had lookt into his Trcatife, and perceived that he 
had ranked me amongfl: the Sophifters, I fliowed to 
fome of my faithful Friends, the Letters which he had 
written unto me, that fo I might hear their Judgment 
concerning them; verily, there was not one amongfl: 
them all, but wondered at the wicked mind and falfe- 
^efs of this Man: Yea, one of them did afterwards 
Inform him by his Letters, what way I had purpofed 
to take, Wi. again to wipe off that undeferved Title 
'he had put upon me, and to defend my felf againft 
fuch Monflrous Impiety*, To which he received from 
the faidj- H. S. an Anfwer, which helikewife lhcw- 
cd me, wherein (’monglt other things) he pretends, 
that the caufc of his hatred f againfl: me 3 was, 
becaufe I had in fome places written fo very clearly of 
the Univerfal Medicine : Yea, and he farther'adds, 
that it is no fuch great defpifing one, or Contempt to 
call one a Sophifter; for Gebcr was accounted fora 
Sophifler, and yet w r as he a King. And that if I wrote 
againfl him, he would do the fame againfl me, and 
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‘endamage not only me, but my Children too *, which 
Epiftle is yet kept fafe.Now let any Honefl Man con- 
lider whether this be a Human, or Diabolical aiflion. 

Some, when they heard this, perfwaded metopafs 
overall in (Hence,and thatthcre would come of it fuch 
another brawling bufinefsaswas with Far inter, wliofe 
Exhortation I yielded to, that I would not fo much as 
once anfwer him, how great; Lies foever he told, buc 
rather purpofed by referring all till the next Spring, to 
get me Friends by the benefit of iny very eminent In= 
ventions (God willing) which fhould not only inter¬ 
cede, or (land up for me, butal.-o for my Children 
too, after my Deceafc : 1 doubt not, but that there 
maybe fome principal perlons found, which arc ca¬ 
pable of overturning fuch Inhuman Pcrverfenefs. 

Thefc few things was I conftraincd to add (in a Pa- 
renthefis) for the defence of my Writings, thereby 
to paint outthedeceitfulncfsof Men, and to difeover 
what is to be opinionated concerning fuch turn-coated 
Foxes: The which I entreat the Reader not to take 
in evil part, but to accept of the Secrets laid open in 
this Trcatife, as a Reward for his pains in reading this 
Apology. 


Now follows the Moft Potent Lion, and Monarch of the North; 
to whom none in the W orld may be compared, nor did ever any 
excel him in Glory and Power, or foall be like unto him. 


B Ut before I begin to write any thing of that Om¬ 
nipotent Monarch, I have thought it profitable 
to add here in this place, for the better knowledge of 
the fame, Paracelfus his Prophefie, as I met with it, 
whereby any one that is skill’d in nature, may fuffici- 
ently fee, that Paracelfus did not mean a King, but 
the great Philofophical Miftery, and would point that 
out unto us: His Words therefore arc as follows. 


The Prophefie of Dr. Philip TheophraUus 
Paracelfus of the Northern Lion. 

T Hey will not leave me in my Sepulchre, hit will hah 
me out thence , and lay me down towards the Eafi : 
And 1 do foretell unto you, that there are three great 
Treafttres hidden. 

I. The Firfi is at Weyda, at the Alps of Julia. 
z. The Second is between Suevia, and Bavaria The 
place I do not potne M, becaufe of avoiding the being the 
original of many evils, and becaufe of the jbeddina- of 
Blond. 

3 . The 1 bird is between Spain and France. 

He now that jhall find thefe, will be carried in Tri-. 
umph, and be admired by all: Likewife between Suevia 
(or Scawben) and Bavaria, there are Books which con - 
tain no mean and common Artifices , that will offer thens- 
fclves together with precious Stones and a Carbuncle. 

J will here likewife declare the Age of ftcb as Ihall 
find them. 

1 he Firfi will be 31 years old. 

The Second 50 years old.' 


The Third 28 years old. 

And thefe fall be found not long after the exit for mine ) 
of the Aultrian Empire, and it fall happen, that in this 
very fame time , a Tellow Lion Jhall come out of the Norths 
which Jhall be Perfecutorof the Eagle, and at length its 
Conquer our ; He Jhall fubjett under this Empire all Eu¬ 
rope, and a part of A fa and AfFrica, and Jhall [raffs 
the good and Chriltian Religion, and Jhall have many 
Followers thereof. It Jhall (irjl of all beamofl trouble - 
fom work, for him to chafe away the Claws of the Ea rle 
out of the Empirebut afore this comes to pafs, there will 
arife extrcamly great DiJJentions, and various Grudges 
amongfl all ALen m all Countries 5 the Inferior will rife 
againfl the Superior, fothat there will be a great tumult, 
but yet notwithflanding the Members Jhall Jujfer the pu- 
nifitments of their wickednefs, and the head abide fife. 

Nor Jhall here be an end, but there Jhall be kindled a 
great fire, which Jhall turn all into ajhes, but the Omni¬ 
potent God will be at band to help his own people , for there 
Jhall yet remain a fmall fparkje of Piety, which will take 
rooting, and cncreafe by little and little, and Jlnhe a tcr- 
rour into the plundering Robbers , and make that alive , 
which feims to be dead. The Enemies and Perfecutors of 
Chrifl, will call themfelvcs powerful , and every where 
bring in great Devaflations , infomucb that there will fcc/n 
to bean end of our AT ions. 


Now whilfl the Enemy is placed in the verytopmofip'tch 
of fortune, the mojl JttJl God, will (by the help of a fmall 
company) defiroy, and utterly root out the Northern Lion 
accompanying bint, together with all his C/oks ; yet abun¬ 
dance Jhall be Convened, and believe on his Omnipotence 
and in the mofl Holy Name of God. 

When therefore this Lion hath gotten the Eagles Scepter, 
everybody will reverence, and run after his ALjefiy : He 
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jhall be forcer] ul in De.ds and Cvunjt Is, rnd the Subji fts 
that ?:cw ref life bin: Jhall receive bun with the great vftjoy , 


and iwkgovrlfdg him their S ipenor. 

Then mnfi the aferefaid Trcafitre 'irvixt Sncvia and 
Bavaria be found y which is equivalent to the Etches of 
twelve Kingdoms^ where alfo lies bid, a Carbuncle , as 

& 1 1 ) J 

i ij as an Egg, richer than a?\y price . 

7 he ether Treajure that lies between Spain and France, 
is indeed great and pJC/.t, but yet it gives place to the 
former, i: jh all be mat.iftficd at the entrance if the Lion 
that comes from the Norths and, which Jhall t. kj the 
Eagle, amd then at If'gth jhall men confider well what I 
Tlieophraftub/^t hern- a 

/Vote when the prat fed Ncrthirn Lion hath fnifned his 
Con ft, nid hails broke,/ tbs edge of the Engles Claves, 
then Jhall Place and Concord every where fpeedily and ve¬ 
hemently fly thereinto, but yet be will fend afore, fomeflgns 
and tokens by which it fl.dlappear unto us , that the Mef- 
ftvgirs ft/t forth jbJl declare the coming of the Lord. 
There is yet one uly thing that I Theophrafhis do beg at 
your bands, that ye d> not any of yon impute unto me the 
thitgs niseis I now lay open ", forajmuch as I cannot be a-- 
(rain/t the Will t f Gid, which I mufl put in execution in 
the Nature of things. 

Thefc arc tlsoj'c Secrets of Secrets that I was willing to 
open n to you . This Treafure far exceeds other Trea¬ 
sures -, my Arts are hidden in that place betwixt Suevia 
W Bavaria, andthty are thefe, viz- The true Tranf- 
mutation of Metals of afbortway: The Univerfal, 
more than perfed : The fo math talked of AurumPo- 
tabile, and Philofophers llone : But he that by the gui¬ 
dance of God has an entrance opened to the finding of 
them , jhall there find (befides other ftoncs) a precious 
Carbuncle,which lies hidden in a little Box cunningly made 
by Men, and covered over with Gems •, the Key of the 
little Box is in a Golden Co fin, the Golden is put in a Sil- 
ver one ; the Silver one in aTin one ; and it lies in fuels a 
place as God hath chofen , or appointed. 

Tlsc Omnipotent God will beftow upon him that finds 1 
them bis Divine Bcncditlion in all his Affairs, and will 
oivc him power to opprefs all evil, and to draw out good ; 

'%henby thisigs ncccjfary may hkewife be obtained from God 
■who is able again to reduce the world he made of nothing, 
into a nothing : Let the Son and Holy Spirit be alfo with 
us, the Blcjjed Trinity, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Firft of all, Paracelfus faith in this his Prophefic, 
that Men fhall draw him out of his Grave, and place 
him towards the Eaft •> who is fo fimple as to think 
that this is to be underftood according to the Letter ? 
What Profit and Honour would thence arifeto Para- 
alfits, if his Bones were digg’d forth, and tranflated 
into another place ? Whereas if he were even now li¬ 
ving, he could not defire a better and more excellent 
Tomb, than that lie lies in. Whilft he was living, 
he was not fo proud •, lie very well knew that the Ho- 
noursof this World arc fadir.gand vain. Nor did 
he ever require, that any Epitaph fhould^bc created 
to his Honour : Although (when his Friends had ta¬ 
ken care to lay him in a decent place.) The Magiftrate 
commanded a very notable Epitaph tobc engraven on 
his Tomb-ftonc for a Tcftimonial of his' Deeds, the 
which Epitaph will bring him Praifc enough while the 
World lafts. The faid Epitaph runs thus. 


The Epitaph of Theophrafhis Paracelfus • 
which is to be feen Engraved on a Stone at 
Sakzburg, in thcHofpital of St. Seba- 
ftian, creeled again ft the Wall of the. 
Church. 

IT Ere lies Buried 'Philippas Theophrafhis, 
l ii an Eminent Doflor of Phyfick : 

Who by a Wonderful Art, took 
away thofe Dire Maladies, the Leprojie , 
Gout , Dropfte , and other the Incurable 
Difeales of the Body; and Honourably 
Diftributed, and gave his Goods unto 
the Poor. He Died the 24 th. Day of 
1 September , yhmo 1541. 

How could he be poffibly more praifed afeer his 
Death, than I fee to be done by this Epitaph. But 
yet I would not have you think that I delire you to ac= 
count of my Opinion as if it were Gofpel. It pleafed 
me here to put it for this end, to fhew, what my 
thoughts arc, as concerning this thing, every one 
may believe as lifteth him, but as for my part 1 will in 
no cafe believe, that the Predidion is to be explained 
according to the Words or Letter: But whereas it is 
faid, that lie fiiall betaken out of his Sepulchre, and 
put in another towards the Eaft, 1 do thus interpret 
it: That if any fiiall underftand his Writings, they 
(hall thenccfrom perceive what, and how great a one 
he was,and fo will make his Caufe their own,and will 
defend his Writings againft lnimicitious Zoilifts for 
Carpers ) and Ignorants, who as well fince his Death, 
as whilft he was alive, entreated him very inhumanly, 
and as it were, opprefled him with Lies, and Infamous 
Libels, and fo do they take him as it were out of his 
obfeure Tomb, and place him towards the Eaft, by 
which it may appear to every one what an incompa¬ 
rable Man he was ■, to the performance of which, I will 
not refufe to lend my poor help, though fmall, (God 
permitting.) 

He cloth afterwards add, that there are three great 
Treafurcs hidden, which whoever fiiall find, fhall tri= 
umph very nobly , the places which Paracelfus points 
at, and where thofe Treafures are hidden, arc, where 
the Metals are digged ; and indeed fuch places they 
are, as in which there lies hidden the higheft Tinfture, 
and which otherwife is not to be found neither in 
Gold, nor Silver, nor in all the other Metals, or Mi¬ 
nerals. 

I do think that Paracelfus knew thefe Minerals, and 
made a Timfcureof them, and thereupon was willing 
thus obfeurely todeferibe fuch Treafures- 

He that fiiall find, that is dig it forth, and fhall 
know the way of preparing a '1 indlure thenccfrom 
fhall doubtlelly be magnified, cfpccially if he will’ 
difclole them unto others. 

Now I believe that if thefe Treafures fiiould be 
digged out by fome godly, honeft, and wife Man, (for 
the finding them is denied unto reprobates) would 
not hunt after or affect vain Glory, but be contented 
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i n that he knows it: But it is not convenient to open or 
difclofe what this Minera is, wherein God hath put 
fuch a fingular Tindure, and which he hath hidden 
from the proud and covetous. But feeing that all 
things refide in the hands cf God, who can give unto 
his own People that which he denies unto others, I do 
not at all fear any one’s exhauftingfo eafily aTreafuie 
lying fo profoundly hidden, although 1 Ihould make 
known this fubjed. 

Thus ranch 1 have experienced, that there lies in 
diem a much more excellent Tindure than in the other 
Metals or Minerals, but I do not boaft that 1 have 
thence drawn the univerfal Tindure and made it fix, 
for time and occalion would not as yet permit it. 
But I have often times in a particular way inftituted a 
graduation of Luna, by the help thereof, infomuch 
that it hath left fome fix’d Sol : Whereby 1 have obfer- 
ved, that many excellent and profitable things may be 
effeded, when that volatile Tindilre is by the rule of 
Art made fix'd and fluid. However I will make trial, 
if God fhall vouchfafe me life and ftrength, and fee 
what 1 fhall thence obtain. 

As concerning the name of the .fubjed, it is called 
Magnefia Satttrnina : which is found between France 
and Spain in the Piedmont Mountains-, ’its commonly 
called the Piedmont-.;.nagnefa, but ’tis very much un¬ 
like (to one another ) for forae of it is of a yellow co¬ 
lour, and this the Venetian Glafs-men ufe, when they 
make Glafs, that it may become pellucid andtranfpa- 
rent. The Glafs doth at firlt become of a purple or 
Amethifl colour, but this colour abides not one hours 
fpace in the fubjed, but it evaporates, becaufe it is not 
fix’d enough as yet,and then the Glafs becomes wholly 
tranfparent and bright, but if they would have the 
Glafs hold the purple colour, they prefently work it 
up as foon as ever the Magnefia 'is therein molten- 
Many years agoe,when I attempted operations about 
things of lefs moment, and changed Cryftals into va¬ 
riously colour’d Glaffes,I found that this purple colour 
was not fix’d in the Fire; and that the Magnefia had in 
it many impurities, whereby my Glafies were obfeur- 
ed : But yet I attempted to extrad from thence the 
pure Tindure by Art, and to free it from its unclean 
faeces, and to this end ufed various Menftruums, but 
yet effeded nothing; until at length I faw that by 
mixing that magnefia with fix’d nitre,it was by boiling 
them in a ftrong Crucible, opened by the Nitre, from 
whence proceeded a delicate purple colour. I poured 
out the Mafs and powdered it, and extraded it with 
hot Water, and pafledthe Liquor through a Filter, 
and then had J a molt dainty purple fiery liquor, 
which did almoft every hour ((landing but only in the 
cold) change colour, fo that it became one while 
green, then sky colour, another while of a blood co¬ 
lour of its own accord, then again prefently it received 
other mofl elegant colours. Out of which liquor 1 
did a-new feparatethe more pure part, and I ufed this 
red powder to tinge my Glafies, the which thing 1 in¬ 
deed obtained, but becaufe the Tindure was more fu- 
file than the green ftone it fclf which it was extraded 
from 1 wasconflrainedtoleaveitoff. However this 
I experienced,that there lies a mighty Tindure hidden 
in the faid Magucfia, and thenceforward I pondered 
upon the bufinefs more deeply, and adjoined the Mag¬ 
nefia thus fufile unto Luna, and then 1 found fome Sol .- 
but I could not bring the work to any fuller perfedion 
becaufe of the want of time,& ftore of bufinefs.I am of 
that opinion that (by. Gods permiffion) a Tindure may 
thence be extraded for Metals and Animals, Thefe 
are my conceptions, but I well know, that theigno- 
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iant Momus, or Carper, will hence take occalion of 
mocking at me, but this 1 cannot at all hinder. 

This Saturnine Magnefia in the Alps of Julia is 
much purer and cxcellcnter than that Piedmont Mag- 
ne fa ,is and there is in it more Tindure, the which wc 
may extrad mofl eafily by the help of Nitre, and al- 
bcic the Miners be of a yellow colour* yet is there ex* 
traded thcncefrom by the benefit of Salt-petre, a mofl 
elegant Tindure, ofagrccniflr.olour, and is likewife 
one while purple; then sky colour, then again red, 
and by and by again it aflumes a green colour, the 
which alfo is fo fufile, it fixeth every Lunt , and 
doth in fome fort make it golden. Thefe two Mine¬ 
rals 1 have often times handled, and have thencefrom 
gotten the green Lion, but have not proceeded any 
farther- 

T he third Trcafure ’twixt Suevia and Bavaria , is 
not much unlike unto thefe two, and without doubt 
fuch kind ol Treafurcs will offer thcmfelvcs even in 
many other places where fuch Mountains & Mine-pits 
are found out, were but the right way of digging out 
and ripenning them, but known unto us; which 
knowledge is only granted unto the Sonsof GOD. 

Thefe things was I willing to mention, that fo it 
may be known what my opinion is as touching thofe 
Treafures. For I am firmly perfwaded that the uni-- 
verfal Medicine may be thence prepared,efpccially out 
of tha t which very much abounds fhining in Metal re- 
fembling a vein of Lead, and yet yields not any Metal 
byfufion, bucaufe of its exceeding volatility, and of 
wholly flying away in the form of a vapour : Yet ne- 
verthelefs, that Northern Lion is able to mafler it and 
to fatten its young ones thereby. And if GOD fhall 
vouchfafe any one fnch a Treafure, he will verily find 
more Arpcontaining Books than is indeed needful. 
And whereas Paracelfus adds that the Lion out of the 
North will (after he hath found the aforefaid Trea¬ 
fures) become a Potent Monarch, ithis is ealie to be 
believed) for he is enriched with the digged-out Trea¬ 
fures, and is able to manage his affairs as lillcth him. 
He will be able to give whole Kingdoms unto others, 
and yet his power will not be diminifhed, he will in 
like manner be able to inflitute good precepts and go¬ 
vernment) and there will be a notable affluence ofal! 
things, infomuch that there will be nothing wanting. 
There are many Men would lead an honell Life, were 
they notconflrained by poverty and need to do evilly. 

The Northern Lion is able (when lie hath found the 
Treafure to abolifh all thefe vices, and contrary wife 
recover a good political Governance, Peace and Qui¬ 
etude- For Wealth and Riches are able totranfmute 
Strife into Peace,and thefe the Northern Lion can a* 
bundantly exhibit, infomuch that he may defervedly 
be Stilcd a mofl Potent Monarch. But if fo be that 
evil companion,-^. Sulphur be joined unto him,which 
may provoke him, he becomes more venomous than 
the Bafilisk, and is able to kill in a moment of time, 
both Men and Bealls, yea to ruin Caflles, Mountains, 
and Fortifications, and to annihilate them. But on the 
contrary when he hath found the Treafure, he becomes 
tame and liberal, and lays off his anger, and beftows 
on all Men fundry mofl acceptable gifts. 

Furthermore, Paracelfus faith that a yellow Lion 
fhall come out of the North, 'which fhall dull the 
Eagles Claws-, all which verily is to be only under¬ 
flood concerningSalt-petre’stranfmuting virtue much 
conducing to a perfeder augmentation of the Metals, 
from whence ® and D together with the Carbuncle 
may be atchieved ; and not at all ofa certain Northern 
King and the Roman Eagle. For the yellow and fiery 
X x x x L'O" 
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Lion which is here treated of, is fixt Nitre? and if it 
be joined to t'nc volatile Eagle, that is, to the volatile 
Con-olive Salt i this ( Eagle ) is overcome by that 
(fixt Salt) and is tamed, becaufe the Corrofive virtue 
which it abounded withal, is taken away: So that he 
that is skill’d in Chymiftry may well enough under- 
ftand what Paracelfus drives at, and that he does not 
at all mean thofe Monarchsand Rulers, as may be ga¬ 
thered outofliis Manu*/., where he Writes, that the 
Blood of the red Lion is to be commixt with the li¬ 
quor of the white Eagle, and that from them by a 
due Co51 ion is the univerfal Tincture to be extracted. 

Therefore they do evilly that interpret the Wri- 1 
tings, and thefe predictions of Paracel]us otherwife, 
they earned:Iy expert external Monarehs, but experi¬ 
ence hath thught that thofe Lions do bring with them 
nothing but an hungry Stomach, which can hardly be 
well filled (or fatished) with the Sheep and Lambs of 
all Countries. And I pray God, turn them from ns 
and continue unto us Peace and Concord,which is molt 
of all to be wifiied for. 

Moreover Paracelfus further faith, that he was 
condrained to deleft this Treafure and hidden fe= 
crets, to (hew the neared way to the defeription of the 
Philofophers^ftone, which (Stone) whoever finds and 
knows how to open the Gate, he (hall find a Carbuncle 
as big as an Egg,together with other Gems,which are 
-conferved in aChed made of Gold and Gems,andthis 
Ched in a Golden Sepulchre, the Golden one in a Sil¬ 
ver one, the Silver one in a Tin one, on which the 
Key is placed. 

And now will there be any one fo foolifh as to inter¬ 
pret this according to the alleaged Words: No cer¬ 
tainly unlefs he be deprived of the light of Nature. 
It was never heard off, that ever there was any Car¬ 
buncle found of the bignefs of an Egg : neither the 
Roman, nor Grecian , nor Perfian Monarehs are re¬ 
ported to have had fuch an one, and from whence 
then (hould Paracelfus only have the fame ? All Men 
therefore fee th 3 t this Prophecy is not at all to be un- 
derdood barely according to the Letter. Now in 
that he calls the univerfal Medicine a Carbuncle, he 
does not therein offend, becaufe even other Philofo- 
phers have impofed upon their Tinfture this very 
name, and this meerly becaufe of the form it has, for 
if there is to be a certain Tinfture that (hould tinge 
the white Mecals into yellow So/,it mud of neeefiity be 
red ; and therefore fomc of the Philofophers have 
likewife called their Tinfture Hamatitis, for likenefs 
fake. 

Nay more, forafmueh as it is mentioned of the Car¬ 
buncle that it (liincs in the night like a burning livc- 
Coal, and yet fuch a done was never any where feen 
or found, it necellarily follows that thofe things 
which are delivered thereof are not to be underdood 
according to the Letter. Theehiefed Lapidaries do 
Witnefs that they never faw it; the Oriental Rubies 
are the chiefed red Gems that we know of, of which 
there isfearce one found that is bigger than ones nail, 
which notwithdanding,ifit be pure and (hiring,is fold 
for many Thoufands of Duckets. In like manner, 
Granates are red, and of a meaner price, and fiiine no 
more in the Night than Rubies do. But that a (him 
ing in the Night like a live-Coal, fliould be attribu¬ 
ted to a Carbuncle, is not done without caufe ; veri¬ 
ly, the Authorsof thatthingare not at all to be fup= 
poled to be fuch Merchants, continually handling 
Gems, (as if they had ever feen fuch a done) : No, 
but they were the Philofophers themfelves, whofc 
words which they wrote of the prepared 1 infture. 


the after Writers did falfiy eendrue their meaning 
and underdood it literally, perfwading themfelves 
that there was fuch a Carbuncle in the nature of 
things. Therefore we have no reafon to induce us to 
believe that the ancient Philofophers did in very deed 
deferibe or mean fuch a Stone as fhines by night, but 
let us rather perfwade our fclves as being thereto con- 
drained by the Vcrity of the thing, that they did not 
in the lead mean a natural done, but a done prepared 
by Art, and their Tinfture. And this, the very 
Name it felf feems to point out •, for Carlo fignifies a 
greater Coal ; and Carbnnculus fignifies a little, or lef- 
l'er Coal. 

.Now if fo be that any one would endeavour to 
prove with Oaths to this blind, proud, and wicked 
World, that fuch a red done fhining by night, may 
be made of a Wood, or done Coal, certainly every 
body would mock at him, and would fay , That he 
propoundeth mcer Lyes; and therefore no body ever 
dared ('though he were never fo certain of the Truth 
of the thing ) to write ought of the fame. 

But fome or other will fay, Whence come you to 
know thefe things, and by what Notes or.Tedimonies 
do you prove that you are to be credited, as touching 
this Bufincfs, feeing no body ever writ that thefe 
things were fo ? To fuch an one 1 anfwer, That I 
leave every one at his liberty for whether he believes 
my Sayings, or believes them not, ’tis all a cafe to me. 
However 1 fay, that I can change by melting, a meer 
black Coal by the help of a Salt (but not common 
Salt) into a mod red done in one hours fpace.' For 
Coals are nothing clfe but a fixt and volatile Sulphur, 
which if we will fix it, will be fixt ; if we will volati¬ 
lize it, it will be fo. A wood Char-coal (though 
there’s much difference amongd them) (hould it lie 
/hut up firmly & rfiod tight in an Iron Veffel even for ’ 
an hundred Years fo as that no air get in, and (hould 
be (all that while) kept in a mod vehement fire, yet 
would it not (hew the lead fign of being confumed or 
changed, but let but the air come unto it, and it will 
be reduced into afhes in a moment- If now you have 
underdanding and fenfe, confidcr with your felf more 
largely as touching this thing, and you will find many 
profitable and good things if GOD (hall open unto 
you the Eyes of your mind: This red done having 
the form ofGlafs, being poured out of the Crucible, 
fhines in the dark like a burning Coal, according as is 
the Coal you prepare it of- And albeit that this Glafs 
can perform many good things in Medicine and Alchi- 
my, yet it is not at all the Stone of the Philofophers, 
which they call a Carbuncle, for that njuft be fixt, and 
refid the Fire, both which arc denied to this Glafs to 
be, for it is volatile, and can caiily be changed by the 
Fires force. 

1 have feveral times made this done of Salt and a 
Coal, but never had time as yet to bring it to a perfeft 
fixation, and therefore I cannot determine certainly, 
what may be farther hereof made. However 1 would 
not have the lover of the wonders of GOD to be un¬ 
acquainted with this, that(tva..) niy faid Stone of a 
Coal, or my red Carbuncle, if it be difiblved in the air, 
it yields a green fiery Liquor, which if fmeared upon 
any Silver it gilds it as Sulphur does. If the Divine 
Clemency (hall fupply me with life and drength and 
that my enemies, and opportunity (hall permit, I will 
fome time or other fet about the work of fixation, 
that fo it may appear what is thence to be hoped 
for. 

And now friendly Reader who art not addifted to 
either party tell me, whether or no there docs not re¬ 
dound 
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dound unto thee more light from thisjmoft brief 
treating of the Carbuncle, than from the obfeure Lu- 
cervii or Candle of 1. H.S. in whole Book there are 
indeed the names of a many Authors cited, but none 
of their Writings are explained, and therefore it is 
rather a bringing others into a Labyrinth, than a (bow¬ 
ing of the true way. 

paracclfus adds, that this Carbuncle is hid in a 
little Cheft made of Gold and Gems, this Cheft in a 
Golden Coffin (orTomb J, this in a Silver one, and fi¬ 
nally this Silvery one in a Tin one; which fay ings ve¬ 
rily are to be taken or underftood' in a far other fence 
than they areuttered,as well as the words foregoing : 
For to what end fiiould there be fuch a multitude and 
variety of Coffins? My opinion hereabouts is this: 
Forafmuchas there lies in Tin (as Paracclfus teftifies 
in his Bookof Vexations, when he faith, that Jupiter has 
much Gold in it, and not a little Silver) a ipiritual 
Gold and Silver hidden, and that } contains ®, and 
© contains Tin<fture,we are to underhand thefe things 
ofthem, they being as fo many Coffins. 

But fome may fay, to what ufe ferve the Tin and 
Silver, if they are to be removed afore we can come 
to the Golden Coffin, and get to that which contains 
the Carbuncle, may we notprefently even at firftdafh 
feek fuch a (tone in 0, and leave Tin and > untoucht ? 

I could molt cafily fatisfic fuch an objection, and give 
a fufficient reafon of Paracclfus his Writing fuch 
things, but that 1 judge it inconvenient to communi¬ 
cate fuch things of fo great a confideration (or mo¬ 
ment) to wicked Zoilifts or Carpers. 

However 1 cannot here let this flip, that there 
lies hid in V an excellent Mercurial Liquor, which is 
thence extraftable by the benefit of that Key which lies 
upon the Sepulchre or Tomb, viz., by the benefit of 
Salt-petre.This mercurialLiquor,loofcns the bonds of 
5 , and makes it fit, fo as to be extracted (or made into 
the bell -, out of which the Carbuncle is to be after¬ 
wards made, for every (kind of) © doth not at all re¬ 
ferable the nature of a feed, butfupplicsthe place only 
ofanHoufe or covering, which containeth feed in it, 
and which (covering) mult of neceffity be removed by 
him who defires the feed it felf. 

I have in other places fhown how properly the me, 
tallinc flock or nature may be compared to a Vegeta¬ 
ble Apple: Saturn is the root of the Tree •, Mars the 
Trunk or Body; Jupiter the Bark of the Trunk; 
Mercury the Juice contained betwixt the Bark and the 
Trunk ; Venus the green Leaves; Luna the white 
Flower or Bloflom ; SiL the Fruit or Apple of the 
Tree containing the feed of the Vegetable. 

Now then, even as it is a thing evident to all, that 
the Apple it felf is not the feed of the Tree, but the 
Nut or Kernel ishidden in its inward part, fo that the 
Apple doth only keep or hold in it the feed •, even fo 
in like manner ® is not at all to be accomptcd as the , 
feed of Metal, but only as a preferver (and coverer 
over) of the feed. He now that lights on the true 
Key, which Paracelfus hath put upon the Golden 
Coffin, (w'i,) the infide of Salt-nitre, he will bea- 
ble to open,not only the Tin Coffin, but the Silver and 
Gold Coffin too, and to take that Coffin thereout 
of, which contains the Carbuncle and other Gems. 

Thefe are the things 1 was willing to publifh ac¬ 
cording to my opinion, concerning that great Carbun¬ 
cle lying fo deeply hidden in thofe Coffins: 1 permit 
others to expound them otherwife, for I do not offer 
thefe things to the old Men who fliffiy contend for 
their own conceptions as it were for the befl thing 
they have, it being an hard matter to tame an old dog; 
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but I prefent them to fuch only as are the younger 
ftudems of the true Hcrmctick Phyfick or Medicine, 
and who are not already drawn into various errors by 
the reading of many Authors- And he that Yefufeth 
to believe that even the grentcll Arcane may be han¬ 
dled or treated of in a nicer liinple or plain Stile, and 
that they need not at all any prolixity, (hall never at¬ 
tain his vvifh’d for end, though lie were able to recite 
by heart even all the Philolbphers Books. And thus 
much may fuffice in this place- 

Lallly, Paracelfus adds at the end 5 p.f the Prophecy, 
that the moll Great.and Ulelfcd GOD will grant to the 
finder out of thefe Trcafurcs notable Pow er and Forti¬ 
tude, whereby he may opprefs all evils, detc<ft good 
things, and get every profitable thing, certainly who¬ 
ever he be that lliall find fuch an univerfal Treafure, 
he will labour to fnpprefs gvery noxious idling, and to 
difllofc (on the other hand ) whatfoeyer is any ways 
profitable for man-kind, and nccelfary,and this to the 
very utmoft of his power- For the Philofophers fay, 
Our Art doth either find a Man honeft and godly, or it 
even makes him fuch an one ; that is, it is altogether im* 
pofliblefor fuch an one that lights on fuch Trcafurcs 
to bean ungodly Man, fo, as for thofe highly preci¬ 
ous gifts of Qod not to Itir him up togodlinefs and 
Mercy. • 

1 could render this Prophecy of Paracclfus more 
clear,but thatl ftudy to be brief,and could manifcftly 
prove,that it is not to be underftood according to the 
bare Letter, but that Paracclfus had regard to this 
great univerfal of the Philofophers, which is dearly 
enough hinted in thefe words which are mentioned at 
the end of the faid Prophecy, viz.. That all evils may 
be kept under , (or aboltfl/ed ) and that all good things may 
be drawn forth or advanced, and withal , all r.sccfiary and 
ufefid things may be gotten. Thefe words do openly e= 
nough point at the univerfal Treafure of the Philofo- 
phers, by which all evil is kept under, and all gcod 
educed, and all neceffary and profitable things acquir¬ 
ed. On this wife are my Conceptions of them, let a - 
nother interpret them according as feems him gcod. 
For when the Lion lliall have found the faid mineral 
Treafure, he will be incited or ltirrcd up to fuch a 
great palfionate wrath and power, thfit is able cafily 
to dull the edge of the Eagles Claws, that is, his ad- 
verfaries- ’Tis jmpofllble for the Eagle to get fuch a 
Treafure, but a thing mod eafie to the Lion; For 
there is notafubjedl in all nature that can make the 
Lion fo fiery and powerful as the magnefia Sanmina 
can, and therefore it eafiiy tames all Corrofivcs, and 
cuts oft their Claws. Experience confirms the things 
1 here mention, and therefore I will fay no more: Yet 
however I think it expedient to add this one thing 
more of the nature and properties of the Lion and 
Eagle- 

It is fufficiently manifeft, that the Eagle is called 
the King of all Birds, and the Lion the King of all 
four-footed Bealls. Not, as if the Eagle were the 
greatell amongft the Birds, and the Lion the ftrong- 
eft and greateft Animal amongft the Bealls: No< no. 
There are bigger Birds and Beads than the Eagle or 
the Lion ; Geefe, Swans, and our Country Storks are 
bigger than an Eagle, ( I omit to fpeak of the ocher 
huge Birds in Afia, Africa, ficc. Amongft which the 
Oftrich is reckoned for one, which is as big almoll 
as a Horfe, and runs fwifter than a Horfe.) 1 hen, 
for Beads, there are fome of the (like proportionable 
ftature) as the Rhinoceros and Elephant, winch fear 
the Lion no more than the Oftrich and other (great) 
Birds do the Eagle ; yet nevcrthelpfs do they ac¬ 
knowledge 
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knowledge the Lion and Eagle for King* and that de- 
fcrvedly too, becaufe of the Velocity,ftrength, valour, 
and other virtues thatthofe Creatures have. 

But yet Hiftorians rank the Griffin and Dragon 
amongft the Birds and the greateft Animals- They 
paint (or dcfcribe)the Griffin, a winged Animal) one 
half part rcfembling a Lion, the other half part an 
Eagle -, the Claws, Wings and Head like an Eagles, 
the other part of the body like a Lions. But this is 
a Philofophical and Poetical Fable, by which they 
would difclofe and lay open other Myfteries and Ar¬ 
cana’s- For there is never to be found in all this whole 
compafs (of the World ) fuch a Dragon as flies in the 
Air or fpits out Fire; but all thefe fayings, point at 
Salt-petrc. They likewife feign the Griffin to be of 
fuch power as to be able to carry away through the 
air an armed Souldier on Horfe-back; thefe and 
greater things than thefe can Salt-petre do; for’tis 
able to blow up wholcCaftles and Fortrelles with many 
myriadesof Men into the air \ and would to God this 
were not fo well known. The Philofophers have on¬ 
ly fhadowed out their Dragon amongit other Birds. 
Our Dragon never dies but by the help ofhisBro* 
ther and Sifter, that is of the fixt Lion, and corrofive 
fluid Eagle, the which thing may be likewife faid of 
the Griffins. For of the fixt burning Lion, and fluxil 
or fluid corrofive Eagle, there is created no other 
thing but a Griffin, part Eagle and part Lion, which 
lifts (or blows) up Mountains of molt vaft weight; 
when they fight each with the other they kill one ano¬ 
ther and are raifed up again out of the dead Carkafs. 
And thus there arc regenerated (or again born) other 
Lions and other Eagles out of the Griffin, and (ifyou 
are fo minded ) both the Lion and alfo the Eagle 
may be fed and fatted with the common Flcfh of other 
Wild Beafts, fo as thence forward they may generate 
innumerable Griffins, which you may ufe not only in 
time of War againft the Enemies, but alfo in the 
Mountains, to dig out Treafures thence, and being 
digged to carry them into the Neft. 

N B. It is reported of the Griffin that he gathers 
much Gold which he carries with him into his Neft i 
But all thefe things are to beunderftood of the ftrength 
and virtues of Salt petre •, concerning which I could 
be much more prolix and more clear were l not even 
conftraincd to over=pafs it and let it alone becaufe of 
the ungodly crew of wicked men. 

And now let us enter with the Philofopher V'rgil, 
into the dark Cave or Den of the Sybill, and let us fee 
whether or no we can find the Book thcref that is Salt¬ 
petre) wherein are found all the feerets of nature: Or 
rather, let us enter into the Stable with the three wife 
Men or Kingsthat came from the Eaft, and let us there 
feekthe Son thatwas born of a Virgin,who is the King 
of the World &the King of all Kings,and let us appa* 
tel or adorn him with due gifts or prefents, that 
his age& ftrength may grow up and be augmented, & 
he may at length drive away the Difeafes of his three 
brethren, viz.. of the Vegetable, Animal, and Mine¬ 
ral. This Infant needs not Gold, Myrrh, andFranc- 
kinccnfcfor hisfuftentation, but we will beftow upon 
him inftead of Gold Myrrh, and Franckincenfe, three 
other things for multiplications fake -, common Sul¬ 
phur (hallfupply the room of Gold; common Salt,of 
Myrrh -, the external green boughs of Firr or Elder, 
of Franckincenfe; thereof will wc make his Bed, and 
thefe fhall be his coverings. 

The Salt which is animated bv the Sulphur and con¬ 
verted into Milk fhall be his food, fo long until he be¬ 
comes great and ftrong enough, yea a Potent Mo¬ 


narch, and then will lie gainfully reward his Tutor 
r Guardian) Joftfb, for his laborious Wardfhip. 

The Magi and Philofophers obferved the Star 
of our Infant, which fhineth fo brightly as that it da- 
zles the fight of the beholder \ nor can any one look 
long upon it without hurting his fight, and thereupon 
it is worthily called the Son of the © : For there is not 
any clear or bright light without the Sun, the Country 
fellows therefore do not perceive fuch a light, but the 
Chymifts can (whenfoever plcafeth them) make and 
fee fuch a light. 

The things which I here declare concerning the na¬ 
tivity of Salt-petre, are moft ealie to be underftood. 
It is generated or born in the Stables, The © is its Fa¬ 
ther, the > is its Mother, the Wind qonveys the Pa¬ 
ternal feed in a Spiritual manner, into the moift Earth 
of the Stable, by which, the Virgin Earth being iim 
pregnated doth after due time produce its young to 
light- 

N B- That Earth which produceth and confervcs 
Herbs, Grafs, and Metals is called the Mother ; and 
that Earth which doth not produce (as in Stables,&c.) 
is as yet to be accomptcd as a Virgin, which doth af= 
terwards yield fo noble an offspring. No Earth out 
of which, Herbs, Trees, and Minerals are born doth 
ever conceive again, or ever intermits the production 
of fuch things, and for that reafon is it called the Mo¬ 
ther of all things. But now that Earth that is found 
in Stables, which conceives neither the Sclar nor Lu¬ 
nar beams, nor is moiftned with either Rain or Dew, 
cannot produce any thing, unlefs the beams are con- 
veyed thereinto from the Sun by the Air, then the im¬ 
pregnated Virgin in the Stables, brings forth an oft- 
fpring, which is by the Philofophers prefented for its 
fuftentation, with a threefold kind of gifts-, to wit. 
Sulphur inftead of Gold, and that being in like man¬ 
ner fixt and moft pure; with Salt inftead of Myrrh, 
which is pure and prefervative, and with the Juice or 
Refin ofthe Firr-tree, or Elder, inftead of fwectfmeb 
ling Franckincenfe. Thefe three things are the Ali¬ 
ment or food of the new Infant; The Green Boughs 
of the Firr or Elder, do furnifli him with a Bed for 
his Cradle*, The Sulphur and Salt yield him fweet 
milk to nourifh him i fo that there needs not any 
thing clfc but a good overfeer, Jofepb , that may keep 
off the Rain and the cold Air from this Infants 
Bed. 

By fuch a means as this may wc nourifh our moft: 
tender Infant and advance him to his Kingly Mo¬ 
narchy-, when he fhall arrive thither he can make ail his 
Brethren found and rich : For the Vegetables do only 
defire profitable and convenient food, or fome fat 
earth, whereby they (being well and found) may attain 
to their perfection and cncvcafe themfelvcs; which 
thing Salt-petrc docs better than any other- 

Nor do the Minerals defirc ought elfe but that the 
impurity and fuperfluous Sulphur be taken away from 
them, that fo they may(aftcra perfect Purification) 
caft forth their feed, that is Gold ; and this, Salt* 
petre does moft perfectly. Then Laftly, the Animals 
feek not after other food than what the Earth Supplies 
them withal, which to efleCt, Salt-petre muft of neccf- 
fity be at hand. 

Salt-petrc therefore is the only preferver of all Ve* 
getables Minerals and Animals, but the foul of Man 
doth not at all belong thereunto, for it is the proprie* 
ty of JefusCht ift ; but as for the bodies, Salt-petre is 
the moft profitable medicament- Whatsoever I have 
here produced in this place, I have already Written 
the fame in other places of my TreatifeS) in another 
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kind of manner and c.xpreffion, and therefore I fuppofe 
it to be plainly needlels to make any farther additb 
on: He that will not be able to light his dark Candle 
at this Ihining light, will be blind all his life time, and 
confequently incurable. . . 

As concerning the preparation of Sulphur with Salt, 
how it is to be made a Lac Virgims I have already 
mentioned it abundantly in many places- And as for 
the making of the Cradle or Bed, and what form ’tis 
ofl lliewcd about the beginning of this Work: So 
that now there remains nothing behind but the apply¬ 
ing the hands to the work, if we defire to get honour 
and goods from ( this) principal Monarch- 

Salt-petre isthe only Artificer to reduce Metals un= 
to their firft matter, or of making them Aftral. For 
the Stars are nothing elfe but pure fire. They exercife 
fiery Operations, and produce fiery things ; like as 
the Vegetables do putrefy by the Salt petre in the 
Dung, and are reduced unto perfection and multipli¬ 
cation, without which putrefying there can never be 
made any multiplication of the Vegetables, as Chrift 
himfelfwitnefleth; if the Wheat does ( not)putrcfy in 
the Earth it can produce no fruits. The like is in the 
Animals too, yet efpecially in the Eggs of Birds,which 
faid Eggs mult ftink and rot afore the hatching of the 
Chicken comes. Therefore in vain have many tried 
fo to defile (or putrefy) Metals and reduce them to 
their firft matter. Now though the Philofophers tell 
us that Metals are to be firft putrefied afore they can 
be multiplied, yet they meant not fuch a putrefaction, 
but the putrefaction of Metals mult be done by the help 
of fire, and withal mult be fo effected by Artificers, 
here below, as the Metals are wrought by the Stars in 
the Heaven, forwc mult imitate Nature- And foraf- 
much as nature generates all Metals by a Celeftial 
Fire, therefore the Artift mult go no other way, 
but mult imitate nature if Jhe would do any good 
on’t. 

As for Vegetables and Animals, we willingly allow 
them a moifl: putrefaction, but for the Metals, a dry 
and fiery putrefaction fuits with thcm,and which may 
be perfected in two or three hours fpace, as may be 
feen in my Continuation of Ahraculion Alinuii-, and in 
(my) Icftimony of the Truth, [or Explication of Mira- 
cuhtm MunAi : ] And this is the only caufe(or rock)a= 
gainft which many have fallen, and fo have not gotten 
any good thing, (or profitable.) Now, afore putrefa¬ 
ction it cannot be enceafed ; and every thing which 
induceth a putrefaction into other things muft of nc- 
ceffity confilt of two contraries in its nature: Water 
poured upon Water remains Water, and there is no 
change wrought; but from Fire and Water do many 
wonderful things proceed. If we pour the corrofive 
Spirit of Nirrc, of Salt or Vitriol upon another corro¬ 
five Spirit, they eafily embrace each other and arecom- 
mixe without noife, and there is not thence generated 
any new thing, but it always remains an acid corrofive 
Spirit. If weput oneftrong Lixivium to another like 
Lixivium, there is no noife (or hilling) ftirred up, nor 
any change made; but now if we mix that fame Li¬ 
xivium with a corrofive Spirit the one operates upon 
the other,being both contraries, and there is genera¬ 
ted of them both fomewhat of a middle nature,which 
has not the likeriefs of either. This now is clearly 
evident in ffrong fixt Nitre, or any other Lixivium of 
Wood, when it is poured into Aqna-.fortis , and they 
art one upon the other; then of them both, there pro¬ 
ceeded a certain middle thing, viz., burning Salt-- 
petre, which brings all things to putrefaction,and pro: 
motes or advanced their multiplication, the which 
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. Forafmuch therefore as Metals ought to be putrefi¬ 
ed by the Fire, we do not find any thing morecommo- 
dious than Salt-pctre,which in A.ic hours fpace, putre¬ 
fied all the Metals prepared a forehand, and multiplies 
them, viz., when a commodious and moifl: Matrix is 
put into the Fire, wherein fa man) may put his (me¬ 
talline) feed to-be therein multiplied ; for feed is 
not multiplied without a Matrix, and this is daily ob- 

fcrvable in the Vegetables and Animals. . . 

. ns a Vegetable feed needeth for its multiplica- 
tion a fat and moifl: Earth,and an Animal Matrix ; fo 
lii^ewife the feed of Metals needs a metalline Ma¬ 
trix, without which it cannot be multiplied: And 
by how much the more apt and commodious the Ma¬ 
trix is, fo much the more noble is the Fruit, and fo on 
the contrary. 

So then, by this time all men know that by how 
much the ftronger and better the contraries be fo 
much the better are the fruits, as hath been already 
find. 1 he ftronger the Ayta.fortts is, an d the more 
fixt the Salt or LCe is,that are mixt together,the better 
and the more plenty of Salt-petre is there generated- 
But efpecially.if we concentrate corrofive Spirits by 
Metals & do make them (thereby) yet more corrofive, 
asalfo if we concentrate fixt Salts by Flints, and fo 
make them yet more fiery, they do then perform many 
wonderful Operations. For whereas the bare contra¬ 
ries do yield but only Salts; being concentrated, they 
do yield forth fruits that break out as if it were Trees: 

Concerning which you may fee in the fecond part of 
the Furnaces, about the Liquor of Flints. This is that 
which we fee and believe, viz., that by how much the 
more the contraries are contrary to each other fo 
much the greater produrt is there of Fruits- But be- 
caufe Fire and Water ate naturally exceeding contra¬ 
ry to each other, therefore do they alfo produce the 
greater fruits, viz. Metals, which are greater than 
either the Vegetables or Animals are. 

N B. If the Artift can think upon a yet hotter Fire 
than the common Fire is, and a colder Water (than 
ufual) and know where to find them, fuch will of ne= 

ceffity likewife produce Metals that are more excellent 
than the Vulgar. 

But feeing that amongft all the fires there is not 
given a hotter than Salt-pctre. a cold wife is to be 
allocated unt0 him, and the wedding is to be celebra; 
ted in Hell, then will both of them leave (behind them) 
Sons of Riches and Health. 

Tis an ufiial cuftom throughout nil Germany, haply 
other Kingdoms have the like, that when two con¬ 
tract Matrimony, the Bridgroom and the Bride, are 
edinto the bathes two or three days afore the Wed¬ 
ding is Celebrated, and they are there waljb’d, to the 
end that they may be the more acceptable to each 0 ; 
ther: And although they put on their bell apparel 
and do adorn themfelvcs with moft clean dreffinvs. 
yet do they at laft put off" all their fine Ornaments 
when they delire to conjoin themfelvcs and multiply. 

The fame is here to be underffood of the new metal¬ 
ick multiplication: If each party be but only found 
& °f a S°od conftitution(though the outward raiment 
be vile; yet are they able to beget as fair Children, 
as Royal Perfons, (who are loaden with Gold, Silver; 
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precious Stones, and Pearls ,) can. Hence it is appa¬ 
rent, thatthcGarmentscontribute nothingtothe bufi- 
nefs, but that the multiplication doth folely depend 
upon the foundncfs and good conftitution of the 
bodies-, and this Pythagoras well knew, and willingly 
left it to pofterity, for he obfervcd that the foul of the 
Metals being by Art forced out of the body did pre-* 
fently pafs into the nigheft bodies and after their 
death, again into the iv-xt: Hence it was, that he fell 
into a great crrour, wnen he concluded, that the fame 
was alfo true as to the tranfmigration of the foul of 
man,and the order therein the fame; to wit, that the 
foul of one man did not prcfcntly pafs into another 
man, but as well into Sheep, Birds, Fifties, &c. And 
for that reafon, his fucceflours, (a great part of whom 
inhabit / if rick ) will not to this day kill fo much as a 
little Worm, fearing lead that they fhould kill fuch 
an Animal, as contains in it the foul of their Father or 
Mother. Befidcs too, he fignified that the foul of a 
man w-as better and more plcafant in Frogs than in the 
moll Potent King. Without doubt this errour arofe 
front hence, viz,, his feeing the fouls of Metals that 
arc forced out of their bodies, to occupy or poftefs the 
neared and more commodious fubje<fts. By how much 
the purer the SubjeCl is that the foul of Metals finds or 
lights on in its dcpartut'efor going off from the Me¬ 
tals) the willinglier doth it poffefsit. We Chriftians 
have a more perfect knowledge of the foul given us 
than was given Pythagoras , but if we fpeak of Metals, 
then this faying of Pythagoras hath good foundation, 
which thing, no experienced Philofopher will ever be 
able to gain-lay or confute with truth, l his we know 
moft certainly, that God doth efteem the foul of a 
beggar as much as of a King -, the bodies do indeed 
make the difference for fome bodies are better ador¬ 
ned than other fome. Likewife, the noble and not 
adulterated Alchimy tcacheth ns that the foul of <? 
or 2 is as good as the foul of © is $ herein is the dif¬ 
ference between them, that their bodiesare bigger and 
ftronger,and fo their noble foul is contemned and re¬ 
jected by the ignorant, becaufe of the rude groffnefs of 
their bodies- Hereupon, the curious fearchers of 
nature have laboured to dtftroy thofe grofs bodies, 
and to draw out their pure foul, that they might tran- 
flate it into better and purer bodies, fthe which thing 
alfo fucceeded according to their defire ) and by the 
extracted fouls they tranfmuted the imperfeCt aud im¬ 
pure bodies of the Metals into moft pure Gold : Nor 
were they ignorant of the Artifice of particularly puri* 
fying the grofs and impure bodies of the Metals, like 
as the lick bodies of men being purified by the virtue 
and help of medicaments are reftored to their former 
health and vigour. For when an impure Patient meets 
with an expert Phylician whom he (viz., the Phyfician) 
undertakes to cure, he doth firft of all (if his Patient 
haps to have th fitch, Scabs, the Scurvy,Lucs Fencrca, 
PtiFhilcs and other (linking fores) preferibe him a 
purge whereby all the impurities may be firlt expelled. 
Then he permits the lick perfon to ufe a fweating- 
houfe, or Hove, in which he may fweat fo much as to 
be very much debilitated by the heat. Laltly, he 
- brings him into a Parlour or Chamber that has a pure 
air in it, torefrelh him, and therein he manageththe 
cure of him, until he hath recovered his former health 
and purity ; and if the lick be not made clean or pure 
by the firlt purgation and fweating, he reiterates the 
fame remedies as often as need lhall require, and till 
the lick be perfectly freed from impurities. 

Juft fo, doth the skilful Chymift proceed in the pu¬ 
rification of the imperfect Metals, for he expels all the 


excrements which they are in an efpecial manner en¬ 
dued (or foil’d ) withal, viz., the impure and (linking 
Sulphur by the help of the fire,and by the help of little 
appropriated (loves (or pots) even until they get their 
due purity; Art therefore imitates Art. But if fo 
be that all Phyficians were skill’d in Alchimy and 
Aftronomy we (hould not need fuch plenty of Coffins, 
for in them {viz,. Alchimy and Aftronomy) one true 
Art doth continually produce out of it felf another* 

The Aftronomer when he would give a man his 
judgment as to the manner and term of his life, doth 
firft of all look to the hour of the nativity, and fifheth 
out what condition that afpeff is of, that doth at that 
time bear chief rule in the Firmament, which when he 
hath found out he doth by the means of calculation, 
prediCl what good or what evil things will befal the 
Child (or party) whileft he lives. 

Although thefe prognoftications are not at all In¬ 
fallible, yet arc they not therefore by any means to be 
totally rejected. For we oftentimes find many things 
true by experience which otherwife we would not cre¬ 
dit : Nor is it fo much without reafon that we fo e- 
fteem them, but this ought not to be done compulfive- 
ly for, as if they forced us) for ’tis the ufual Proverb, 
The Stars incline , but do not ncceffitate. For like as a 
man that is born under an evil afpeCt may by doCtrine 
and information be made good, fo that here the a- 
fpeCls may be of no moment; fo on the other hand, we 
often find that ftuh an one as is born under a molt ex¬ 
cellent afpeCt is corrupted and depraved by his con- 
verfation with evil men. And thefe very things doth e* 
ven Alchimy demonftrate the truth of: For even as foon 
as ever the Infant is born & begins to fuck in the air,he 
doth even then attraff fuch influences (according to 
the opinion of Aftronotners) as the Stars do that very 
hour emit from themfelves upon the inferiour bodies 
for things here below,) and fo confequcntly he imi¬ 
tates the nature of thefe : Even fo the new born Metal* 
lick Infant, doth in the moment of his birth attraft 
a metallick Aftrum or Conftellation, like to that 
which did at that time bear the chief fway, and fo 
confequently receiveth qualities like the qualities of 
this Star or Aftrnm. And although that the metal- . 
lick Infant were made a partaker of a good Star (or 
afpeCt) the firft time of its nativity, yet notwithftand- 
ing it may be accidentally infected afterwards, fo as 
thence to become an evil Metal: And on the other 
hand, that which was bad at the firft may be reduced 
to that pafs by Art and a convenient difeipline of the 
fire, as that the belt Metal may thencefrom proceed, 
and this, experience witnclfeth every day, nor can it 
be denied by any but fuch from whom the light of na¬ 
ture lies hidden. 

If now the fuperior Stars canexercife luch great vir¬ 
tues, what hinders but that the inferiour ones may exer- 
cifethe fame if not greater, provided we but rightly 
govern and tame them. The fuperiour Stars are not 
at all fubjeffunto our power,they are fubmitted or put 
under God’s guidance only. But the inferiour ones may 
be handled by us according to our pleafure. The 
Phyfician may apply them to Medicine, the Chymift 
may apply them to Alchimy. He then to whom the 
knowledge of ufing the inferiour Aftrums aright, is 
granted, may ufe them with moft great honour, and 
eminent benefit,whether he be a Phylician or a Chymift, 
which ffaid Aftrums) others are conftrained to leave 
untouch’d to their great difgrace and lofs. But men 
now adays are too much given to lazinefs and (loath, 
fo that there are but few to be found that will fearch 
after nature’s Secrets. A many there are that chal- 
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ienge tothemfelves the title of learned Philofophcrs 
nnd yet are altogether ignorant of the foundations of 
true Philofophy. There is not in this age fcarcc 
any efteem at all, of true Philofophers, though not- 
withftanding they deal with us l'o fmccrely and do 
clearly fet afore our Eyes,the interiours of naturc.and 
leave us excellent Writings. So Pythagoras whom 
we mentioned afore did upon this accompt fuppofe, 
that, (becaufe he faw the fouls of Metals to be carried 
out of one body into another, and to Operate as well 
in this body as in the other former, and confe- 
quently to animate this, and make it more perfe<ft,) 
the cafe was the very Tame with the human foul and 
by this means he directed as it were his fucccfiburs to 
tl>2 univerfal and particular work of Metals. 

And even juft after the fame manner hath Virgil 
done, when be would that his Carcafs Ihould be cut 
into pieces, and be reduced unto a Life by a continual 
inftillation for dropping in) ofburningOih Perhaps 
the occafion of his falling into thofe cogitations was 
this, either becaufc he obl'erved that the dead metal- 
lick bodies were by the operation of the Fire, and ad¬ 
dition again animated, and fo he perfwaded himfclf 
that the like might poffibly be done in man •, or that 
well knowing the impoflibility of doing this thing he 
would give an occalion to fuchas came after, more 
cnrioully to fearch, and fovvas willing to point out 
with his Fingers as it were at the multiplication and 
propogation of the metallick bodies fas Pytkgoras, of 
the fouls.) 

Moll certain it is.that it will not be any difficulty to 
him that knows Nitre aright, and can foorder it as to 
operate in metalline bodies in the form offire,to mul¬ 
tiply Sol (in an univerfal way) and to make the viler 
Metals more perfeCt(ina particular way.) And this 
I was willing here to add. ’Tis well for him that ufeth 
the gifts granted him by God, to his glory and the be¬ 
nefit his neighbour. 

And thus much may fuffice tohavebeen fpokenin 
this place concerning the nativity and multiplication 
of Salt-petre,and the Potent Monarchy ; more lhall be 
fpoken upon Fome other occafion if God pleafe- 


Now follows the ufe and benefit of Salt-petre. 

H Aving thus fhown the Generation of Salt-petre 
out of every Kingdom,^, of the Vegetable, 
Animal, and Mineral Kingdom \ it now remains yet, 
briefly to fhevv what wonderful things the fame doth 
effeft in Medicine and Alchimy, which thing we do 
not find thateverany one of the Philofophers did per¬ 
form, but kept all to themfelvcs for fccrets. 

Forafmuch therefore as 1 have made a beginning of 
the thing already in the fecond part of this Book,where 
1 fpakeof a certain moilt reparation; that is, 1 there 
delivered that it is pofTible to extract Gold and Silver 
out of all (yea even the molt vile) Metals,by the bene¬ 
fit of a nitrous Water, foas that any one that will but 
fet his hand to the work may thence get his fuftenance 
moft plentifully •, it feems a thing necelfary to finifh 
what hath been already well begun. 

Now forafmuch as 1 did in that place- let pafs the 
deferibing the manner it felt' of Extraction, a many 
Friends have much defired an illuftration of the things 
there fpoken, but I could not hitherto by any means 
fatisfie their petition, becaufe that the abundance of 
my imployments denied me the time of Wricing. 

Now therefore 1 have determined both togratifie 
thefeand others by opening this moft noble artifice, 
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but yet fo, as that 1 will referve fome things unto my 
felf, that fo all things may not be made fo common to 
my Enemies. Andiffo be that any of my Friends 
defire a more plain explication, and defire an addi- 
on of the things I have omitted here, it will beau 
cade matter unto me to fatisfie their requefts. 

1 his Art therefore doth not only conduce to this, 
viz., to extract fixt Gold and Silver out of all fand; 
earth. Hones, yea and out of the more vile Metals (or 
Ores of Gold and Silver; (but alfo to extract the vo¬ 
latile and immatuteGold.and Silver,and to make itfix, 
and that in fuch a compendious manner as that it will 
be a matter of (in a manner) no colts or labour : Nay 
more, if fo be there cannot be had any poor Metals, 
Stones, or fuch like fubjcCts that contain in them 
Gold and Silver (though even thefe are plentifully e- 
nough to be had in every part of the World): Yet 
neverthelefs may that Art be exercifcd with profit, 
about even the imperfect Metals fuch as cf, 9, V, 
b, 9, Calmet , Ztnky Btfmnth , Cadmia , Arfcnick .g 
sinrirtgtnent, Cravates y Talley Smiris. , Hematitis , and 
fuch kind of Fofliles, areand which contain © & >, 
partly fixt, and partly volatile, and may be commodi- 
oufly extracted by the help of a nitrous Water. 

Befides too, moft excellent Gold may be in like 
manner profitably feparated out of all fuch things as 
are made by Art of Silver, whether they be gilded 
with Gold, or not, infomuch, that if there be but a 
moft few grains contained in a large portion of Silver, 
they may be feparated with gain. And if fo be any be 
fo minded to impregnate the feparated > again with 
Gold, that fo it may again yield Gold by a following 
reparation, he may moft eafily do fo ; yea, this opera¬ 
tion may be l'o often repeated after this wife until all 
the > pafs (by Graduation) into So/, which thing may 
be compared to a perpetual durable Mine-pit of Gold, 
and is perfected by the benefit of Saltpetre only ; and 
therefore it both may and ought to be called and that 
defervedly a Store-houfc and comfort for mankind. 
For when we prepare that Salt-petre of medicinal Sub" 
jeCts, all the Salt-petre doth not put on the form of 
chriftals,but much of it abides permixt with the water, 
I whih water doth abound with a moft notable nitrous 
’ virtue of thoroughly promoting Chriftallization,info- 
much that the feeds of Rye, Wheat, Millet, Oates, 
Beech=wheat, and fuch like, when they are macerated 
or ftceped therein fome due time,afore they arefowri 
in the Earth, do multiply themfclves extraordinarily, 
fothat we fee 3, 4, 6, yea and fometimes 20 plants 
fpring forth out of one Angle Grain. 

With the fame nitrous Liquor too, (fo it be pre¬ 
pared of true medicinal things, maybe made a moft 
excellent Medicine (which may be in a manner com- 
■ pared with potable Gold, and by the help of which, 
great difeafes and as it were incurable, are happily 
healed) and that in a few hours fpace. 

Forafmuch therefore, ns fuch a Kingly medicament 
(of which l have made fome mention in the Second 
Part of my Phar/aacopaia Spaoyrica, where I treated of 
nitre) & fuch a moft excellent & incomparable dung¬ 
ing of the Ground, may,together with the Salt-petre, 
be prepared &inftituted-, fo moft eafily & almoft with: 
out coft, (on which depends the health of the body,- 
and fertility of the Ground, whether you refpcCt 
Corn, or Wine, or Hops, or any other things, that 
man ufeth inftead of Meat and Drink for the fuftain- 
ingofLife, or elfe the extraction of ©and > out of 
all the moft abjcCt Subjects every where found) may 
we notjuftly pronounce thus much of Salt-petre, that 
1 it is altogether profitable and commodious to all men 
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and therefore well worth the fearching after, and the 
application to the ufc of Man. 

Therefore like as by the help of Salt-petre, we fee 
we are able to get all fuch things as an honelt man 
feerns to need,fuch as are Food,Drink,Health,yea and 
© and } too, and all this mod plentifully and perfect¬ 
ly: fo on the contrary, the ufe of this Salt-petre is 
veryiiuitful whenicisufedfor evil, and this is fuffici* 
ently feen inthetime of War. Yet neverthelefswe 
fhould not eltecm lefs of it than it really is, becaufe of 
its being abufed, bi’^ rather the benefits attending it 
(which are very many) fhould Itir up our mindsto 
make a diligent enquiry into it- The end of the 
World is at hand, and fundry things are detected, 
which the ancients referved among!! the higheft Se¬ 
crets, but they arc but little c (teemed -, fome of them, 
1 will here exhibit and fiiow unto you. 


Now follows the rrocefs , Operation , or Manner of 
extracting Sol and Luna out of all the Me¬ 
tals with Trofit. 

T Hat you may gainfully extract > out of the Me¬ 
tal (or Mineral) of Silver, Litharge, (tones, and 
the like fofliles, which have > in them, Firft of all 
you mult commit them to the fire, that they may be 
made red hot (but yet this needs not be done with 
land) then powder them, and put them in a Glafs Cu- 
curbite, pour thereupon as much Aquafortis as is fuf- 
ficient, put this Cucurbite in a pan full of fand, and 
then heat the fand by little and little by putting Fire 
thereunder y that fo the Aquafortis may by the help 
thereof attract the )> out of the powdery then pour 
off the Aquafort is from this powder, and pour it upon 
the other like conditioned powder, that it may alfo 
extract the T out of that too, and this decanting and 
pouring on, niuft be repeated fo often until there be no 
more diflolved. 

The Aqua-fit tis is always diniinifhed or wafted be¬ 
caufe fome of it adheres to the Metal, and therefore 
mult there always be other Aqua-fort is put in the 
room of that which is wafted y The Aquafortis which 
adheres to the Metal is to be thence feparated by the 
benefit of boiling, on this wife y Pour common Rain¬ 
water upon the Metal contained in the Cucurbite, and 
mix it well by ftrong lhaking of the Glafs, then heat 
the fand fo as to make it boil, and fothat hot water 
will draw to it fdfthe Aquafortis out of the Metal, 
which faid water contains » in it. Then when this 
water is abftraCteci by inclination or pouring off, put 
on fome Rain- water a fecond time upon the powdered 
Metal remaining in the Cucuibite, and this will ex¬ 
tract that which the foinicr waier left of the Aqua¬ 
fortis partaking of T (unwalh’d off: ) and fo let no¬ 
thing of the D remain in that metallick powdery 
when it’s thus done the matter is to be thrown away as 
altogether unprofitable, unlefs there lies hid therein 
any Gold y which if it be fo, we mtift pour fome Aqua- 
Regia thereupon, and order the operation according 
to the foregoing method ; then mix both the ftrong 
waters together, both that which extracted the > and 
that which extracted the ®, mix them diligently, and 
there will thence arife a certain whiteWater, and the 
folution will be likeMilk; For the > cannot abide the 
Aqua-Regia, but there w ill precipitate a white pow¬ 
der which fratchech (or precipitateth) down with it 
felf out of the Waters the Gold too. We may make 
ufe of the decanted Water to extract O out of the 


other Metals y forthe pouring on of the Aqua-fortis 
with the 7 in it, to the Aqua-Reoia, doth not at all 
take away ought of the virtues. 

Upon the precipitated powder of© and >hot Raim 
water is to be feveral times poured, that fo all the 
lharpnefs of the Aqua-fortis may be extracted. The 
powder of the > is to be put upon fome Cap-paper 
and dried. And as for the way of feparating the > 
from the© we will prefently te 3 ch in what follows. 

The edulcorating waters as well of © as of arc 
to be all of them mixt together, and then the ) will 
fettle to the bottom, and attracts the © which was in 
the other water (or walhings): fo that there remains 
not any either © or 7 in the edulcorating Water (or 
walhings): nor are tliefe waters of any farther profit 
as to the work of feparating as afore, yet notwith* 
(landing there may be made excellent Salt-petre of 
them, as we (hall mention in what follows. 

When you have rightly edulcorated and dried the 
precipitates of ©and 7 , they are to be put into a 
ftrong Crucible, this Crucible is to be placed in a Gen¬ 
tle fire, until the matter therein contained doth flow, 
which is eafily done, for it is very iluxiley as loon as 
ever you perceive it flow, turn it out, for fear leaft a- 
ny of it (liould penetrate the'Crucible, and fobring 
damage or lofs to the Operator. When the > is 
poured forth, you will find the © (ticking to the fides 
and bottom of the Crucible like pale Gold, altogether 
Crude and not at all fltixilc. The 7 turn’d out is 
brittle, fufile,and volatile, and is by the Chymifts 
call’d Horny=Luna, but 1 call it the 5 of it being of 
excellent ufe in Alchimy, as (hall be (hown in what 
follows. 

The Crucible in which that 0 remained may be 
kept to melt fuch like precipitates of © & l’ in againy 
when this hath been done pretty often (in the fame 
pot) melt down this © by adding a little borax, and 
you (hall receive a palifli Gold, becaufe in this firft 
melting, fome of the > doth adhere thereunto. 

This now is the common way of feparating thefe 
precipitatesof © and J> from each other, there (hall 
follow a better way in what enfues. 

NB- That if fo be, both the Metals are boiled in a 
ftrong Lixivium after their edulcoration y or if fome 
fixt Salt made of a Lixivium, be powdered and per- 
mixt with it afore melting, then the 0 and ) are re¬ 
duced together, and may be afterwards feparated by 
the help of Aquafortis : There is yet a more accurate 
way y (and it is this) when we mix the edulcorated 
Calxes of Lima and S-rf with (A. ) and being 
mixt put them in a coated Retort, and put fire there¬ 
under by degrees (as is wont to be done in deftilling) 
and keep it for 6 or 8 hours in a continual Cementati-- 
on y and fo the volatile 5 of > is made fixt by 
the help of (A.) and corporeal : Yea and tin- 
geth fome part of the added (A. ) fo that 
by the benefit of this Cementation, the > is made 
more Golden. This Cement is to be molt finely 
powdered and to be reduced by the following melt¬ 
ing: and you will find your © and > augmen¬ 
ted. The melting is thus-, Take of the belt Salt¬ 
petre, and (A.) each alike: mix them, and fepa- 
ratethe Spirit of Nitre by a Retort, which (Spirit) 
is much fitter for reparation than fimple Aqua- 
fort is: The Caput Mortuum remaining behind in the 
Retort,is to be powdered, the fixt Nitre is tobeex- 
traCted with Rain-water out of the powder. This 
Lixivium or extracting Liquor will be of a green co¬ 
lour which is to be coagulated into a Salt by a due 
boiling ; which Salt is able to reduce the 5 of ) j and 
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to make aureous or Golden, yea,and to reduce theCe- 
mented 5? (of x>. too- 

NB. It is better to mix the fixt Salt-pctre, or the 
Green Lyon fimply with the horny >, to cement it 
in a Retort, than (to take it ) out of the Retort, 
(and) reduce it with a ftronger lire*, and fo we lhall 
have an excellent augmentation of ©. 

NB. The Mercury of Luna cemented with ( A ) 
may be likewife reduced by this means, ( viz., with 
this flux ) that we cake one part of Flints that will 
melt in the fire, and of the fixt fait of allies four or 
five parts, and fomix them together, and melt them 
into a white glafs; ’tis able to reduce the bell Ce¬ 
ments- And this is the bell way of all of reduction. 

Befides,all thofc ways of reducing a Cement, there 
may even this way too be inllituted , and that not 
unproficably. Take of the fulile Glafs of Lead four 
parts, of the cementing Powder one part *, melt them 
in an iron Crucible in a ItrongFire, and fomeof the 
Lead will be reduced out of the Glafs of Lead, and 
will be near ( or partake of ) ) : This Lead is to be 
blown off on the Tell, and you lhall find an aureous > : 
But for as much as the Lead feparated from the Glafs 
of Lead in the iron Crucible, contrails a blackifh co¬ 
lour from the Iron ; it is profitable to add to the mat¬ 
ter in the filling or melting, fome Salt of Alhes, as be¬ 
ing that by which the Lead becomes depurated,and fo 
is eafily feparated on the Tell. 

But if fo be, that (for this work) the Metals (or Mi¬ 
nerals) of ©& > cannot be had to precipitate the Mer¬ 
cury of ) out of them, (then) the artificially-made 
( veffels or plate ) whether limply Silver, or elfe guilt 
with ©, may be made ufe of *, let thefe be diflblved 
with the Aq.For. left after the precipitation,& precipi¬ 
tated with Salt water or Aqua Regia, and be edulcora¬ 
ted and mixt with ( A ) and be fixt in a Retort- 
Now this Operation is to be done in a Retort, that 
fo the precipitated > that is altogether volatile, may 
not be waited, which in a Crucible evaporates away, 
a good part of it,which cannot be fo done in a Retort; 
for in a Retort, that which (lies up, flicks in the Neck, 
and may be feparated thencefrom, and'be mixt with o- 
ther Cements: And befides too, the Cement is eafily- 
er feparated from the Glafs, than from an uneven 
Crucible; for fome part always flicks thereon, and 
cannot be gotten off. 

When you are minded to purifie this Cement foon- 
er (or more fpeedily) it may be molten with an equal 
weight of Antimony, and there will arife from your 
golden ) a Regulus, which mull be purified with Salt¬ 
petre. Concei ning-which work of Reduction , and 
which is far ealier than that which is done by the help 
oftheGlafsof Lead, 1 have moll clearly and fully 
handled it, in my Tellimony of the Truth, or the Ex¬ 
plication of my Miramhtm Munch. By this means e- 
very ? of > may be rendred aureous,and that as oft as 
one will, yea,even until all the ) be changed into Gold 
by Cementation and Gradation. Now if you would 
otherwife feparateoughtofthe aureous or golden >,or 
extradl the Metals ( where nevcrthelefsyou would re-- 
duce the feparated 0 and > ) it may be effected by this 
means molt commodioufly and moll gainfully of all, 
becaufe the Calx of ) is made aureous by Cementa¬ 
tion . Th is labour yields a continual augmentation of 
®, by which we may live very well and plentifully. 


Another Augment or Encreafe of Sol 

D lllolve > or h in Aqua Forth , alfo V in Aqua 
Regta ; ( NB. Let there be always thrice 
as much Silver as Tin } ) mix the folutions very 
accurately , and when you fee that all the matter is 
fallen down (or precipitated) to the bottom ; pour oft' 
tne water, which faid water win very commodioufly 
ierve inftcad of Aqua Regia , to diflblve other ¥ in, 
NB. It your Aqua Regia be not flrong enough, it will 
no* at all diflblve the Tin, therefore in fuch a Cafe 
you may pour on the Tin, Aqua Fonts mixt with Am¬ 
ple water, which after they have a while afted upon 
each other 5 there niuft be fome falt-water poured 
thereupon, that fo the ) or may be precipitated to 
the bottom of the Veflel, in which (Veilel) the white 
allies ot the Tin Iy. This matter lying in the bot¬ 
tom, is to be edulcorated , dryed, and reduced by a 
flrong fire, by which operation you have notoDly an 
augmentation of your Luna, but ic is likewife made 
golden. 

NB. This bufinefs may alfo be thus managed, Firff. 
dlllolve b or > in Aqua Forth • to the folution add 
an equal quantity of Rain-water, pour this mixture 
upon ¥,and let the folution be made in a pretty warm 
place with fand ; feparate that which is dift’olved. 
the matter that is yet fomewhat harder, by decant¬ 
ing or pouring it off; then make the precipitation with 
falt-water, edulcorate it dry it, and melt it, and vou 
lhall have Encreafe- 

But if thisMafs will not (o eafily melt, then powder 
it, and mix it either with Antimony, Glafs of Lead 
or with a fluxing matter made of fait of allies and 
flints, that thereby it may be made fluxile or meltable : 
That which is made fufile by the help of the Glafs of 
Flints, is prefently pure ; fo is not that which is done 
by the help of the Glafs of Lead, for that muff be 
hence feparated, and be ( by the benefit of 2 and J) 
reduced into Regulufes, and be purified and walhed by 
Salt-petre. Therefore it is the better way to pro¬ 
mote the melting, with the Glafs of Flints than with 
Antimony, becaufe the ) may be afterwards'fepara¬ 
ted without Lofs, which is not foeafie a thing for e- 
very one to do (otherwife.) 

The Redudion which is made by the help of the 
Glafs of Lead, is indeed (otherwile a mod eafy way^ 
but by that way which is done with Antimony, we get 
more © than by any other way. 


Another ivay of Augmenting Sol. 

T Ake the golden Talck, Granates, Smiris, Hema¬ 
tics, the aureous Scoria’s of Copper, the green- 
ilh, reddifh,golden Flint,Sand, or Clay ; extradi their 
volatile Gold wich affrong Aqua Regia -, pour into the 
folution, a folution of Lead madeby^w.i Forth j 
mix it well; when the matter is fettled, feparate the 
Aqua Fortis by inclination ; edulcorate the faid Calx 
of b with water, and dry it, and fo have we gotten 
the volatile Gold extracted out of the Aqua Resia 
by the b : This volatile Gold is made fixt on this 
wife. Take the moft fubtle Powder of®, or its 
moftthin Leaves, add thereto thrice as much of this 
5 of b ; or four times as much, or fix times, accor- 
dingto thequancity of it, by which we formerly got 
(or filh’d out) the volatile Gold : Set it in fuch a plate 
where it may have a gentler he3t, fo 3s that the 2 of 
Z Z z z Tj may 
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T? may juft flow, and not fume ; the matter is to be 
thus kept in this heat for Tome hours, or rather clays, 
that fo the filings of ® or its thin Leaves may by little 
and little attradl the volatile Gold out of the 2 of h , 
and ccilfctjuentlv be therewithal augmented. 

NIL But feeing it is .a moft difficult thing to keep 
Inch a very temperate heat as that nothing at all of 
the 2 ffiali fly away, and the © ftiall not melt in the 
Crucible: It is beticr to put the ® mixt with the 2 
of h in a coated Retort, and fet it at a ftrong Fire for 
a; feafen for fo nothing of the 2 of h flics away, or 
penetrates the Crucible. That which ofeendsupto 
the Neck of the Retort may be feparated, and be kept 
for common 5 of h, out of which may be prepared a 
moft excellent Medicine. 


Another Augmentation of SoJ. 

T Ake of red Arfenick, Auripigment, Hungarian 
Antimony or Cinnabar one part, of 2 of T? 
three parts, and fome thin Plates of Gold ; let them 
ftand in a Glafs Retort in a pretty hot place, and fo 
the ® will attraft the volatile Gold out of the added 
Minerals, and will thereby augment it felf. And if 
fo be that there be any thing fubiimed up to the neck 
of the Retort it may be taken thenccfrom, and be re¬ 
duced to a kind of Tincture. And fo we may here 
have a particular augmentation of©, and a matter 
whereoutof a Tincture may be prepared. 

NB. The veflel that is moft fit for the fixation of 
the Tindure, is fuch an one as is made of fixt h. 

NB- The 2 of h or ) may be reduced by a fecrct 
fufion (or fufile matter ) whereby it prefently yields 
an aurcous^ or T?: but efpecially this 2 of ^ or T? ,by 
the help of which,there hath bin afixtor voIatileGold 
extracted out of the earth, ftones, fond, and fuch like 
Minerals, is to be on this wife reduced, whereby we 
may receive ("and get) as well the volatile Gold 
as the fixt. r 

Likcwife too, the 2 of 7 > or h may be artificially 
di(tilled, purified, and prepared for a lingular Medica¬ 
ment ; But yet let no body perfwade himfelfthat fuch 
a diftillation is to be perfected after the common way 
with retorts orcucurbites.for it is a tncerly vain thing 
to hope for the feparationof the pure from the im¬ 
pure that kind of way, for becaufe the fire forceth up 
the good and bad alike, the whichthingis not atall fo 
done by ,my more fecret Philofophical diftillation •, for 
by it, the moft pure foul only of the Metal is driven 
up; as for the terreftreity that remains,it is feparated 
of it felfby that more impure (thing) to which it is 
conjoined;' and makes a dirtyilh ffiinie- The 
purer part will be found (by the help of the Cemcnta- 
tory Copple) to contain both © and 5 j as well the 
purer part of that which is prepared by it felf of this 
(bare) 2 of > and : as that which is prepared of 
fuch (a 2,) as by whofe help fixt and volatile 
Gold hath been educed (or gotten) out of the nitrous 
Water ; vvhich way alfo is a moft compendious one, 
of reducing the (extracted) volatile and fixt Gold. 
For when we reduce this 2 of » or T? by the help of 
fafing things, fome part of the © may eaiily perifli and 
evaporate: But now here, nothing at all perifheth : 
For that which dees r.ot remain (behind) in the faid 
artificial diftillation,and fo feparate it felf from im¬ 
purities, goes out (or pafieth over) and yields a moft 

excellent Medicament more-excellent than 0 it felt, 
which you are well to cbfcrve. 

Bcfides too, it is a thing molt caffe to be done to fix 
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the foul of 2> or Tj (that is carried Qor forced] up, to¬ 
gether with the volatile Spirit,) in the faid inftru- 
ment with ©; which to efietft, there (olherwife) needs 
a longer time. Therefore even by this one only pro- 
ccfs is both made a moft excellent Medicament, and 
withal,© is gotten too- Thcfe things we have here ex- 
pored in very few and plain Words moft agree¬ 
able to the truth, and do moft exactly anfwer to ex¬ 
perience ; nor is there any reafon of blaming me be¬ 
caufe of my fpeaking fomewhat obfeurely, feeing it 
is evident that not one of my Prcdeceflors did ever 
exhibit (or publifh) any of thofe things. Well, what 
(hall 1 fay ? Excellent Gold may be extracted out of 
all the kinds of Metals, by the help of Salt-pctre; yea 
with fo much facility ; that it would feem an incre= 
dible thing to moft Men, though 1 fhould clearly fet 
down all the circumftanccs, word for word : But yet 
this (extraction is) not (to be done) without the be* 
nefit (or help) of © and > : For when we have a pur* 
pofe of augmenting any thing, there inuft in the fir ft 
place of necellity be the feed of the thing that is to be 
augmented, and according to the quality of the feed 
there muft be a fit matrix in which it may take its 
growth or increafe. For example •, When we feck 
for the increafingof any vegetable feed, we prepare 
aconvenient Earth for the fame, to whichEarth we 
committhat feed, and fo the like fort of Herb buds 
forth, which doth again produce thonfandsof feeds; 
which feeds are again put into the Earth, and fo are 
multiplied even to infinity. This multiplication of 
Vegetables is fufficiently enough known, and a moft 
cafie work it is to multiply a Vegetable,if we have but 
its feed, and that it be well confcrved lcaft it die. So 
iikewife out of one Fire may be made many yea infi= 
nite other Fires, for one is always kindled by another. 
But when all the feed is dead^tisan impofliblc thing 
to produce a new feed. 

Therefore the moft Great and Bleflcd GOD, hath 
moft excellently ordered it, fo that the feed of Vege¬ 
tables may be kept the year about ; for if it (hould not 
be fo, we might well fear the deftruCtion of the chief 
Herbs in the Winter feafon,which now (by the benefit 
of their feeds fowed in the Earth) we are able to pro¬ 
duce a new. 

Now the progrefs or order of the feed of Animals 
is widely different from thefe,although that even they 
are committed to fueh like Animal bodies, as being 
their fruitful foil, for multiplication fake: But yet 
this fowing is done by a vaftly different way from 
that of Vegetables •, For we can keep the feed of the 
Vegetables, and carry it from place to place and fo 
plant or fovv it in any part of the Earth we pleafe; 
which cannot be done with the feed of Animals for we 
cannot fo conferve that, or tranfport it out of one 
place into another, or fow it as lilteth us our fclves* 
But it muft be committed unto the matrix, in that very 
moment of time that it palfeth out, for it cannot be 
fruitful and entire if it be but a moment of time out of 
the body- The fowing therefore and conception are 
performed bothtogethcr by both bodies, viz., by the 
Male and Female. The caufe of this thing is thus, 
becaufe the feed of the Animals abounds with a vola¬ 
tile, invifiblc, and living Spirit; which once loft the 
work of multiplication is wholly takenaway. There¬ 
fore like as one f Animal] multiplication is perfected 
fo is the other, nor may we by any means tranfgrefs 
the courfe of nature. 

In like manner are the Minerals alfo multi¬ 
plied, and by the fame manner that it is once per- 
t'cftcd by, is it to be always after perfe&ed by. 

The 
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The Multiplication of the Vegetables and Animals 
is well enough known to every one,and is every where 
done, nor (by reafon of its being fo very common) 
doth it at all caufe in any one an admiration; But the 
multiplication of the Minerals is not fo publick a thing, 
for there are but a very few that underftand it, 
though it be as eafic as the multiplication of Vegeta¬ 
bles and Animals, infomuch that 1 alfo believe, that 
there is not any one to be found, that is fo ftopidly 
fooli/hj that would not be able prefcntly to appre¬ 
hend and do the fame, were the way but (hown unto 
him. Now that there are fo many that crre,and who 
walk in an unlawful or contrary path, this is not to be 
imputed to the art it felf, but to thofe that meddle 
therewithal fo inconfidcrately, and do not imitate na= 
ture, who always keeps her courfe allotted her by God. 

The Multiplication therefore of the Metals doth 
folely confift in the knowledge of the feed ; for as 
the condition or quality of the feed fown is, like fruits 
will follow, fuch nature as the feed you fow is of, fuch 
fruits will you reap, and no other- For Example, I 
feek after © : Therefore I muftfirft of all,ofnecellity 
have the feed of ©,at hand,afore 1 can fow it-,or mul¬ 
tiply it. Now to have this feed, we mult not fet about 
it with words or imagination, but by ( getting) the 
knowledge of nature 5 for (he (hews us the fafeft way, 
if we did not withdraw our felves from hearing her 
teach us. Now like as (he commits© and D to the 
Earth, even fo, and nootherwife mud we alfo do, if 
vve hope for any good fucccfs. 

Andaswefaid above, that there lies hidden in e- 
very Vegetable and Animal feed, a certain vital or 
procreating Spirit, without which it is wholly unfit for 
ought; even fo, there refides a certain Spirit in the 
Minerals, which vivifies and efferteth all, which being 
abfent, death it felf follows. This fpirit is of no 
weight or form, and there is nothing to be feen by us 
but only the habitation or houfe wherein it dwells ; 
fo that fcarce the thoufandth part of the feed is life 
and fpirit, all the reft is dead. The truth of this thing 
doth (among other things) appear even from hence, 
sit. if fomc Vegetable feed be kept beyond its-due 
and naturally appointed time, whereby the Vegeta- 
tive virtue and fpirit vanilheth, it doth not yield any 
fruit at all, nor can it multiply it felf, though it hath 
its former (hape, bignefs, and former weight. And 
Therefore, there is not any thing in the three-fold 
Kingdom of either Vegetables, Animals, or Minerals, 
but is procreated and multiplied meerly and folely by 
the benefit of this fpirit and implanted Life. 

Therefore, even as all the Metals were firft wrought 
after a fpiritual manner by the Stars in the Earth (in 
a convenient Matrix) by the Stars, and made fix-; fo 
according as the Matrix it felf is pure or impure, fo 
pure or impure Metals are generated ^ now the Matrix 
of all things is water or moift earth, in which the Stars 
are congregated (or united together) are made cor¬ 
poreal, grow up, and are multiplied. Here there¬ 
fore, if Art would imitate nature, there are required 
Male-like Aftrums and Feminine Matrixes, in which 
the Aftrums may exercife their operations. There¬ 
fore by how much purer the metallick Aftrqm or feed 
is, and the Matrix purer, fo much the nobler effect is 
produced ; and fo on the contrary. 

But feeing that there is not any Star nobler than O, 
nor Matrix nobler than >, there is no more required, 
but that we make common 0 Aftralby Art; and that 
we prepare') on fuch wife, as that it may be inftead 
of a Matrix, wherein the Aftrums of © may exercife 
his operations, and fo without doubt, there will thence 


come fuch Children as will be like their Parents. Nor 
is there any ground for any one to think that there is 
any other way allotted to augment G and i>, bolides 
that afore mentioned which is to be inftituted in a 
fpiritual manner : After this manner the World it 
felf was Created, where the Spirit of God moved up¬ 
on the Water and impregnated it; and even as we 
daily fee tltat the Stars do impart to the inferiour 
things their virtues, and they are ^hereby multiplied ; 
even fo may we do the fame by ait in thefe inferiour 
things; for fuch as arc above, arc alfo beneath. 
Thofeabove are beyond our reach ; but the inferiour 
ones, not fo: For arc can do the fame with or upon 
the inferiour things, as the Stars upon the fuperionr 
ones. As Hermes doth dearly demonftrate in the 
Smaragdine Table. He that underftands tlicfe my 
Payings, will alfo underftand thofe things, which Para-, 
celftts delivers in his Book of the Fex.u ion of Alchymijls, 
in the 5^;. Rule efpecially of I ; and Bafil (Valentine) 
where he treats of Sulphur. 

It isa thing mod eafic to be done, but moft difficult 
to be found out,to multiply even the moft vile Me¬ 
tals,by the help of the Aftrums,and by this fccret way. 
He that well knows Saltpetre andean rightly handle 
the fame, will by the help thereof perform a many 
profitable things-, for as it is altogether impoffible to 
get © out of the viler Metals, without it: So on the 
contrary it is mod cade fo to do by its help. Briefly, 
He that knows how to handle Salt-pctre aright, he 
will excellently well underftand the Writings of the 
Philofophcrs, and let him know, that he has a light 
given him, to arrive unto great Secrets- 

For we mayextrart O and >,out of all the com¬ 
mon meaner or viler Metals, fo that an expert Chy- 
miftnecds noc feek after peregrine, or ftrange Mate¬ 
rials- An excellent purification, fixation, and aug¬ 
mentation may perfectly be done by the help of Salt¬ 
petre, which being a thing that but few know of, fo 
feems ic impoffible, and yet the things I propound are 
niofttrue. It makes bodiesvolatilc and fpiritual, and 
by and by again makes them fixt and compart: So that 
unto it alone is that faying of the Philofophers due, 
(Make the fixt volatile, and the volatilefixt) and to no 
other Subjects: Now if Metals be not fpiritualized, 
there’s no hopes of their augmentation. Of fomething 
muft a nothing be made^tnd again out of the nothing mu ft 
fometbing proceed : So faith Paracelfits y which likewise 
is very true, though there are but a few that believe 
the fame. 

The melting together of varioufly mixt corporeal 
things, yields forth neither O nor D : Buteontrary- 
wife a fpiritual Union which is done with a mod ftrong 
heat, isa notable author (or promoter) of Multiplies* 
tion j for the Spirits do moft notably penetrate,and by 
varioufly arting upon each other, do induce alterati¬ 
ons and meliorations, which is denied to dead bodies 
to perform. The Spirit doth diverfly beffow a life, 
and vivifieth, but the body is of no other ufe, but to 
yield an houfe or habitation to the Spirit j the which 
is well to be regarded- 

Thofe metalline Spirits(whcn the work isfinilhedj 
do infinuate themfelvesanew into other bodies, which 
bodies they make far better than the former were, and 
all this by the help of Salt-pctre. 

Bafll brings in Salt-petre fpeaking of it felf on this 
wife. He that intends my death needs be a prudent 
Man, that fo he may expel (or force out) my foul from 
me; when this is done, I adventure upon all the 
things I am able to do, but I can do nothing that has 
in ir firmnefs(or fubftantially) in the bottom, (or ra¬ 
dically :) 
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dicslly) : Venus is my diearful Woman,whom (in this 
place ) 1 take to Wile, but the wedding is celebrated 
in the very inward parts (or center) idieie the fvveat 
flows out of us both in 3 moll plentiful manner. So 
the fubtile (part) in us, expclleth all defilements, 
whence ic is, that we leave behind us moll rich Chil¬ 
dren, and do refer ve (or keep in ftore) molt eminent 
Trcafures for the dead bodies, which we give them by 
our Will and Tellamcnt. Who would fpeak more 
clearly, and woulw not nnderltand thefe words of 
themlelvcs, (or as they are) without any interpreta¬ 
tion. 

The ancient Philofophcrs wrote, that at the rifing 
of the Sun is a Bird found in thofe hotter Countries 
which builds his nclt with Gold} and when he is 
grown old, and can live no longer, he gathers toge¬ 
ther exceeding dry Wood, which being kindled by 
the heat of the O, confumcs both the Neft and the 
Bird too, from the allies moiftned with rain Water, 
they fay there arile Worms which will be again 
changed into other Phnenixes. 

Thefe layings are indeed Fabulous, yet neverthe- 
Icfs there is a moft high fecret difclofed by them: 
for if we rightly confider all circumltances,we fhall find 
that Salt-petre is hereby meant, which gathers the 
Gold into his Nell, that is, extracts the Gold out of 
Metals, Stones, and Minerals, and doth afterwards in- 
creafe his Family by the burning them. This to a 
wife man is enough. 

Now that this Arcanum may be the more manifcfl, 

I will add over and above, another way of extracting 
the fixt and volatile Gold out of Stones and all kinds of 
Minerals, by the help of Saltpetre, and of making 
them corporeal. 

We may very well compare this work to a fifhing 
Trade, concerning which the Philofophers have writ¬ 
ten many things, but very obfeure •, Sandivog , hath 
more clearly treated of that thing, but I fane Holland 
clearefl of all. Ver ily this Philofophcr was an excel-- 
lentfifherof Pearls and an excellent prclfer ofChcefe, 
and for this very reafon he affirmed to himfelf fuch a 
name. For JJacits by tranfpofition of Letters is the 
fame with Cafms ,(or Cheefe.) So that it may be Laid 
10 be Holland Chcefe; not that Hollandns was in very 
deed a maker of the ufualCheefe with milk, but that 
he bears fome kind of rcfemblance (in his work) with 
fuch Men : For he bellowed abundance of labour about 
working on that Univerfal, that hath feme Cheefe-like 
fafliion in it. 

Even as the Hollanders gather the greatefl quantity 
of Milk more than all Nations befides, out of 
which they prels their Chcefes, and fo fultain them 
and theirs; fo the more skilful Chynhfts do framcor 
make Cheefes after a Philofophical manner, and that 
outof Metals,Salts,and Herbs: and this very much 
agreeable to that method, according to which we fee 
the Hollanders proceed in making their Sheep-milk 
Cheefe, where they boil in the Milk fome green Herbs, 
and fo do thence extract a colour afore they fet about 
the coagulating Or curdling of it. That is, they dif- 
folve h or > in Asjua-fortis, and a Golden matter, 
though it be but 2 or ¥ (if they have not at hand any 
better) in Acjua Regta: They mix together both folu- 
tions having both of them the form of Virgin-milk, 
and they add as much Salt as is iufficient. (N13- ’Bis 
better to add Salt-water, or Spirit of Salt,) and you 
fhall prefently fee that milk to be coagulated, like as 
(when we pour on fome Salt-water or Spirit of Salt 
upon Cow or Sheep milk) we obferve.daily to happen : 
where the Water is partly feparated by decantation, 


and partly by exprefllon from the coagulated or 
cheefy fubftance wrapt up in a Linen cloth, that fo a 
Cheefe may thence be made. 

Juflfo do we proceed in the making of our metallick 
Cheefe ; for when we pour Salt-water or Spirit of 
Salt upon the folution of ) or h mixt with that (foln- 
tion) which is of agoldnilh Nature, 'viz., of 9 or V ; 
we prefently fee a precipitation made ; which done 
we abftra<ft the clear water fvvimming at top of the 
precipitated matter, by inclination or pouring off-, 
the which we may keep for farther ufes, principally 
for the folution of other Metals and golden Subjects. 
We put the Cheefe or white Coagulum abiding in the 
bottom of the Veflel, into a Linen cloth, and by flrong 
fqueezing it free it wholly from the waterinefs, which 
faid,water is to be kept as well as the former, for being 
ufed about making new Chcefes, it makes them of the 
better favour, and moreaureous and vendible. 

This Whey, or that water which is plentifully ga¬ 
thered in the making the Cow-milk Chcefes, though it 
affords varieties of Profit to mankind, whether they 
give it their Hogs to fatten them, or ufc it thcmfelves 
for their daily drink, cfpecially in Summer time, or 
apply it to other ufes as we fee daily done, yet do not 
I fee any better beneft than that which it yields to 
the Curriers. For they put in it fome old Iron, and 
when the folution is made, they moiften with thas 
water the hide already perfcift (or ready drefledjand 
when ’tis dry they moiften it therewithal again, and 
thistheydo three or four times, until it hath gotten a 
fixt colour, blacker than a Coal. They do alfo fome- 
times adminifler fome of it unto Children (with good 
fuccefs) to kill and expel the Worms: Nay more, 
they are likewife wont to make a Bath thereof very 
profitable for thofe that are troubled with the Scabs 
or Itch, bccaufe it hath gotten a drying force from 
the <?,and thereupon it makesthe skin fmooth and 
hard : and feeing that the Country Fellows, and La¬ 
bourers can do fo much with it, what hinders but that 
wc may inftitute fuch a curing more perfcift, and that 
on this wife- 

Takefwcet Cow-milk, or (which is better) Goats- 
milk, two meafures, boil it over the Fire, put there* 
into while it is yet warm 3 j. or 3 ‘j- of Spirit of Salt, 
mix it well, and you fhall fee the coagulum or curd 
prefently feparate from the whey; out of which,Chee- 
fesmay be made by cxpreflion, which are far better 
than others, by reafon of the addition of the Spirit of 
Salt, whereto if you add fome Cummine,Carravvay,or 
fome fpiccs, they are yet better and more to be 
preferred. The Whey here feparated is of a grateful 
favour, and by reafon of theadmixtion of the Spirit of 
Salt, isfomewhat acidilh, and a mofl certain and moft 
fafe loofner or abllergcr, being adminiftred to Infants 
that are troubled with the Worms, or even to Elder 
ones that arc feeble. How many Infants have we ob- 
lerved to die unexpectedly after they have been for 
fome while aud often atflufted with a burning Fever, 
the Convullion fits, and other fuch like effefts, and 
meerly bccaufe we will not perfwade our feives that 
they have the worms,& fo forbear the ufing any reme¬ 
dies to purge them ont ? Now in fuch a cafe this whey 
is exceedingly excellent, being ufed after this manner. 

Takcof the mofllubtile filings of fteel as much as 
will lie upon a knife’s point,mix it with as much honey 
as isfufiicient,and give it the Children : and for their 
ordinary drink, let them ufe the faid Whey, and fo 
by this means,that filings being diflolved by the Whey 
kills the Worms, in the ventricle or flomach and 
drives them out, and verily is a moft excellent Medi« 

cament: 
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cament ; cfpccislly if taken two or three days •, nor 
have I hitherto met with a nobler, than this is. And 
fo there will redound fome profit to Children and 
Infants too, by this our way of making Cheefe, for 
which we owe immortal thanks to the Great and 
Glorious God. 

Belides this, 1 have likcvvifc obferved the excel¬ 
lent ufe of this Whey, in the adminiftration of my 
Panacea of Antimony, if there be taken a draught 
or two thereof, at the end of the Purgation ; for it 
gently carries off the reliqucs that ftick to the in- 
teltines. 

He likewifc that is fo minded, may before his drop¬ 
ping in the fpirit of Salt, add fome Anife - feed or 
Fennebfeed to the milk as it boils, thereby to cor¬ 
rect its Flatulency or Windinefs. 

And 1 do moft curteoufly intreat the well-minded 
Reader to take it in good part, that I have been fo 
prolix in declaring the virtues of our Whey •, necef- 
lity it felf, and the love of my neighbour forbad my 
concealing of them: For very many Infants are killed 
with the Fever, and Epilepfy, or Convulfion-fits, and 
fo fuddenly die, for no other canfe but our not meet¬ 
ing with the Worms, which their bodies are full of, 
being ignorant of convenient remedies. 

Now then to return again to our Cheefc, and to de- 
monftrate the moll eminent benefit, both of it, and of 
our water which is thence feparated ; we are firft of 
all to know, that even it is alfo able to tinge (fome) 
fubjefts with a certain colour, not with fuch a black 
colour, indeed, as the Whey of Milk, prepared asa- 
forefaid, dyes the Curriers Hides with,but with a yel¬ 
low colour, and more durable than that which is 
given to the hide, for that we therewith extract a 
Tinfhire out of 2 and other aureous Subjects, and 
with the Tincture, do fometimes anoint (or tinge) 
Lima. If now the water abound with fuch vir¬ 
tues-, what virtues will not the Cheefe it felf a- 
bound withal ? And like as our Cheefes are diverfiy 
impregnated with fpices, fo are they of different 
favour, and price, and more or lefs wholfome- But 
now if that virtue which is in V is alfo added to 
our Cheefes, there will proceed from thence admira¬ 
ble Cheefes ; and this, that Philofophcr was min¬ 
ded to point at, who writes that by the help of 
the Saturnine net, he is able even in a clear night 
to extract the little Fifh Efchineis out of the 
Sea. 

The Ultimate (or extream ) letters of this 
word Efchineis i. and s. if conjoined together, fo as 
that the letter be thereof made , and then the 
word read backward, it will found in the German 
tongue the fame with Zienefcb , (viz..) the allies of 
Tin; but yet let not any one perfwade himfelf that 
thofe afhes of Tin are fuch as are made by means 
of the (bare) fire, but are prepared by the benefit 
of the fpirit of Nitre- 

Saturn does not only claim (or merit) the prai- 
fes of being a husbandman, but alfo of being a 
good fiflier, and hunter, as (among other writers) 
Baftl f r .dcntu;c doth egregioufly fhew. 

When 0, V, and & purfue (or hunt) the 
wild beafts, h is bound to carry the net: N B. the 
hunting dogs here are Salts, the hare that is caught, 
is much like the colour of the hares skin, being flript 
of the fame, he will yield excellent flefh, which the 
Princes can as lictle want as the Subjects can. See the 
foregoing Figure of the Hares and Hounds , with a Flam~ 
mg Hearty and the word l r E NZJ S- 

Common Vitriol, but that efpecially which is 


found in thofe places where Gold is,-is the green Sea 
containing excellent fillies. i 

Neither was Jfaac Holland an excellent maker of 
Cheefe only, as we faid but now, hue withal, he was 
a lingular filher of Pearls; for with the net of h (the 
night being clear) wc may catch molt excellent Pearls, 
but yet ’cis a very hard thing to take them out 
of the net, nor can they be feparated but with a grear 
deal of prudence and art, ffoncthe threds of the nets, 
to which they do ftick fo firmly- 

But yet this reparation is belt of all done in a clear 
Light, the Sun fiiining upon the Earth with his beams, 
and wholly diftipating the Vapours, Je3ft it fhould be 
hindred by their being prefent. For the parts being 
expofed to the Air in a (perhaps lie means nnfeafona- 
ble) feafonablc weather are corrupted, nor does any 
thing remain behind but the fhells. And even thefe 
Ihells do in their intidc (hew forth fuch diverfity of 
delicate colours, as that the moft ingenious Painter 
cannot imitate them with his pencil, and fuch they 
are as with which the other (hells of mother of Pearl 
or the commoner fort cannot at all compare: For in 
one place they reprefent pure O, in another pure >, 
in another they are of a Green colour, Sky colour. 
Red, Yellow, and varioufiy coloured, fo that they 
much exceed in beauty, the Peacocks Tail. If then 
the Ihells are fo fair as that we cannot fnfficiently 
enough admire them; what I pray will the beauty 
of the Pearls thcmfelves be ? Nor let any one per¬ 
fwade himfelf that I do here caft Pearls before 
fwine by too much divulging fecrefies-, (no) for 
there are yet many necefiary things hereto requifite 
to make the Pearls come in fight; and if fo 
be that any one (hould know tiie way of dexteroufly 
extrafting them out of the net it felf; yet the fix¬ 
ing of them doth require abundance of labour ftill, 
whereby they may be able to defend their fairnefs 
and excellency, againft all the Elements; however, 
in the mean time the lover of Chymiftry, may de¬ 
light his mind with thofe fhells, and admire at the 
moft admirable variety of the colours in them. 

Some haply there will be,that when they have taken 
the faid Pearl, by the help of b and 1, will think it a 
moft ealie thing to feparate it from the net, by the 
benefit of defoliation; but let thofe good men know, 
that this is a thing impofiible to be done; for I my 
felf beftowed abundance of labour in vain on this 
operation, and this hath to my knowledge fo hap¬ 
pened to others too; for in the common deftiila- 
tion, that Pearl being commixt with the net, even 
the Mother together with the Daughter do jointly 
afeend and get out; and thus to do is not at all a- 
greeable or helpful for the great work; though 
neverthelefs an excellent particular Medicament may 
tbencefrom be made. Concerning which, I have fpo- 
ken in the fecond and third Part of my Pharmacopoeia 
Spagyrica ; nor may we expedt (by fuch a deftillation) 
the thing we wifh for. But if fo be yon defire to 
fee the Mother, wrap the net together with the In¬ 
fant in pure linen, firft mundifyed, and walht in 
the fire ; or put them in a glazed Stove, and put 
fire thereunder by degrees, and make the Net and 
Pearl to fweat largely, which being kept apart, yields 
a fingular Medicament, for to quench all the Inter¬ 
nal heat of the Body, and always to cool the 
burning Mercury. 

The provocation of the fweat being finilht, break 
the fweating glades, and look for your Pearl, and 
you (hall find that it is gone oat of the Ihells, by the 
force of the heat, and is roaltcd (as it were) toge- 
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thcr with the Net, and cannot polTibly be (as yet) 
feen -, vet ncvcvthelcfs it is brought to a farther ma¬ 
turity, and doth yield fome profit in an efpecial (or 
particular) way. But the Sudatory it fell, con- 
traits incomparable Colours front the fvveat ot 

the Pearl. , . , , n. u 

Now then, live contented with the molt beauti¬ 
ful mother, and delight thv mind by barely behold¬ 
ing it, until it lhall pk'.fc God to give unto thee, the 
infant alfo. When it was my hap at firft to behold 
that beauteous mother, my mind, that was wearied 
with the long labour of fearching thereinto, was fo 
refrefhed, that 1 can fcarce declare it with words -, yea 
I was fo delighted, that l placed thatdcle&able mo¬ 
ther in fuch a place, where it might lie always o- 
pen to my fight, and that fo long till file (hewed 
me her infant' likcwifc, which Infant verily was not 
unlike to Cupid. Do you alfo feck, and you will find 
what you wifh for: Implore God, and he will give un¬ 
to you i Knock at his doors, and they will be open¬ 
ed unto thee, if fo be that GOD lhall find thee 
worthy -, for he bellows his Grace and Mercy upon 
nonc.but fuch as arc of an humble and thankful mind. 
Take for an example of this fome Tinder, or Touch- 
wood, which being handled with dirty fingers, re- 
fufeth to take fire, though it be never fo copioufly 
fmitten out of the Steel with the Stone (or Flint.) 

All things depend on the mercy of G OD, nor 
can we effeft any thing by our labour. Him only 
fliould we feck, and he will manifeft himfelf by the 
works of nature, even as the nature of a man is known 
by Chiromancy, and Phyfiognomy. 

Two contraries do always produce a third thing, 
and are the caufe of every generation, and change 
of things; if fire be added to fire, there arifeth no 
new thing from thence 5 neither if you put water 
to water; but water and fire being conjoined, there 
arc produced new Generations -, for the fire aifts up¬ 
on the water, and impregnates it according to the 
nature and properties of (both) the water and fire j 
from whence there proceed tilings pure or impure, 
according to the purity or impurity of the water 
and fire. 

The thing for operation) it fclf, mud be accu¬ 
rately known and handled, if you would have any 
good to redound from thence unto you. The Sun 
is in himfelf always good, yet doth he operate as 
well evil as good. If this fame Sun bellows his Rays 
or Beams upon the Rain as it falls down, the Rain 
doth thence contraft (or get) a honeyilh dew, which 
falling upon the blofloming of 1 rces, makes them cor¬ 
rupt. Now wc cannot rightly impute this evil to the 
Sun or to the honey it fclf; but we fee that it proceed¬ 
ed from hence, (w^-)becaufc that honeyed dew is not 
dnely and fpeedily enough wafhtaway with the rain, 
but is’evaporated by the heat of the © ; whence it 
comes to pafs, that the bloflbms wither, and worms 
arc generated in them, and fo the whole bloflom is 
corrupted. 

We will fet down here yet, one more fimilitndc 
for the fake of fuch as love the truth. Put cafe thus 
then-, a diligent Gardiner walks abroad in his Or¬ 
chard for his recreation, and if lie happens to find 
a large, great and curious principal Apple lying on 
the ground, he prcfently takes it up, and does not 
only well view and confidcr of it, but tails it too •, 
which if he finds to be of an acceptable favour, he 
feeks out the Tree it felf, with an intention to pluck 
off more fuch like conditioned Apples ; having 
found cut the Tree, he much fets by it, or cflccms 


it, becatifc the fruits thereof do exceed all the reft 
in the Orchard, both in tafl and fairnefs, and he 
takes care about that move than the reft, dungs the 
roots well,) prunes off the withered branches with a 
fiiarp crooked knife, and artificially cuts off thofc 
that are unprofitable, and ufually called fuckers, that 
draw away the juice from the fruit - bearing boughs. 

Even juft after this manner doth a diligent Chy- 
mift aft •, if therefore,(as he walks in his Laboratory,) 
fearching out the fccrcts of nature, lie happens up¬ 
on a Golden Apple, he fecks after the tree, that bears 
fuch fruit, and having found it, he very charily keeps 
it, and minillers unto it all fuch things as are ne- 
ccfiary to its confervation, that fo he may thence re¬ 
ceive more fuch like-conditioned Apples ; and there¬ 
fore gardiner - like he puts dung to the root, that is. 
Nitre; he prunes off the dry barren wood, and al¬ 
fo the hurtful fupcrfiuous boughs, that is, thefuper- 
fluous Sulphur, with a fharp red hot iron, whereby 
that fame tree may, for the future, yield egregious 
or feleft fruits, without any impediment, which 
thing he alfo finds to come to pafs. 

N B. Paraceljus doth very openly fet before 
us this labour in his Calum Philofophorum , in the 
fixth Rule of Mercury , where he faith, Sacri¬ 
fice the fat Vervains (or fupcrfiuous fuckers) j and 
yet, thefe words of his, are only fupcrficially lodkt 
on, mod people not uuderflanding what Taracclfus 
means by thofc words, though he hath clearly and 
pcrfpicuoufly enough figned his writings. 

It is a necefl’ary thing here for the Chymift 
to know, how the cafe Hands, as concerning the me¬ 
talline tree, and what is to be accomptcd its Root, 
Trunck, BlofToms, and Fruits; b is the Root; $ 
the Trunck or Body, ¥ the Bark about the Trunck; 
? the nutritive Juice between the Bark and the 
Trunck-, 2 the green Boughs and Leaves-, > the 
plcafant Flower, or BlofTom; and ® the ripe Ap¬ 
ple containing in it fclf the feed of the Tree. 

That Apple which yet flicks on the tree,doth,when 
it hath arrived to its full maturity, fall down up¬ 
on the earth, of its own accord, if it be not gather¬ 
ed by the Gardiner} and then afterwards the leaves 
thcmfelves, when the weather is fomewhat colder, 
fall off, which do as it were bury the apple, which 
lying hidden under the leaves, is confumcd by rot- 
tennefs, by little and little-, but the feed afluming 
to it felf a natural humidity from the putrefying 
tree (or fruit rather) inflcad of nutriment, begins 
to take root in the fpringtimej out of which there 
grow up, in procefs of time, Apple-trees, which 
arc to be in their fit fcafon tranfplanted: this trans¬ 
planting being finifhed, the Gardiner joins to fuch 
a wild tree, generated from the feed, the Scions of 
fuch fruit as he has a mind to, and that by either 
ingrafting, or inoculation. And fo an induflrious 
gardiner may get from the fruit of one tree, an in¬ 
numerable company of great trees, and thofe of fuch 
a nature and kind, and grateful a favour as he likes 
belt. 

Even on this wife doth the Chymift do, joining 
fruitful Scions to wild truncks or flocks, by inoc- 
culation, fo that he never wants good fruits- _ 

He that cannot learn ought from thefe things, I 
cannot help him any other way, for 1 do not fee 
how I can fet down thofe things clearer than I have 

done. . 

But for the undertaking of this labour, there is 
required an Artift, no lefs diligent than ingenious. 
And of how much the better quality the dung is, 

that 
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that is laid to the root of the tree, and (by how 
much) the knife which the boughs arc cut oft' with¬ 
al, is the (harper (that fo it may not hurt the green 
(or growing) bark of the tree, and fo the nutritive 
juice" flow forth, fo much the better arc the fruits ge¬ 
nerated. As it is cade for a wife man to reap hence 
fomc things; fo it’s difficult for an imprudent man. 

I doubt not but that there will be fome, that be¬ 
ing judicious men, will know that there is an op¬ 
portunity given them by my writings, publifhed out 
of a finccre mind, of making farther inquiry after 
a true tranfmutation, and confcquently of efteeming 
it, more than we find to be ufually done (becaufe 
that moft things are oft-times propoled craftily and 
cautioully. 

But that fuch a noble art may be freed from a- 
ny farther contempt, 1 have purpofed, the next fol¬ 
lowing Spring, to fr3mc a convenient laboratory, and 
to demonftracc the truth thereof to my friends- And 
although my endeavours fhall be to prohibit any en¬ 
trance by any means to the faithlefs brethren of Fam- 
writs , yet notwithftanding, 1 know I cannot fo pre¬ 
vent and forefee, but that one or other may adjoin 
liimfelf to the number of the true lovers of Chymi- 
ftry, and feigning friendlhip, lay fnares for me. 

But put cafe that fuch a thing fhould not happen, 
it cannot be but that the Arcana’s will be divulged ; 
for fuch things as this or that man fees, and writes 
down, may reafonably be thought, will come to o- 
tlicr mens hands after they are dead * efpecially if 
the preparation of Salt-petre be afore inftituted,or fet 
up in divers places •, for nothing can be done in Alchi- 
my, faith Paracelfus without Nitre; Alchimy is found 
to refidein Nitre fay I. Salt-petrefhewed us Alchi¬ 
my, or, Alchimy was found out by Nitre. 

He therefore that has abundance of Salt-petre, can 
perform egregious things in Alchimy. Had not the 
Egyptians been pofiefiors of great plenty of Salt-pe- 
tre, verily they would never have been fo skilful in 
Alchimy; nor could they have had thofe riches, by 
which they were able to avert (or decline) the yoke 
of the Roman Monarchy. 

As long as they knew the ufe of Sulphur (Salt¬ 
petre 1 believe he means) they enjoyed Monarchy 
(without fervitude to others) (and this was even to 
the time of Dtoclefiau the Emperour, who knowing 
their power, commanded all the Books they ufed, 
to be burnt) and then their Monarchy and their Art 
it felf perifhed together. 

The Poets have feigned many ftories of Jupiter 's 
Golden fhower ; certainly did we but know the man¬ 
ner of duely managing Salt-petre and ¥ together, 
we ihould be like wife able to produce the golden 
Jhower. 

Jupiter , when ftirred up with anger, doth with his 
Thunder and Lightning, ftrike a terrour into all the 
Gods, and into whatfoever is upon the Earth; and 
yet the rain that falls then, at fuch a time, is of an 
excellent Quality, and makes the Earth more fruit¬ 
ful than the rain that commonly falls is wont to do ; 
bccaufe there is a certain tinging and penetrating 
fpirit flicking in the Thunder, that tingeth the air 
and the rain, and animates it; if therefore we can 
(by the virtue of Nitre, and this fame ¥j produce 
fuch Thunders, & can give to the Thunder fire & air, 
by which it might operate; verily there would nothing 
hinder, but that we might (Jupiter- like) make a 
Golden fhower too. The purer the ¥ fhall be, and 
the more clear the Air, fo much the purer will the 
Rain be, and the Air is more impregnated and fil¬ 


led with the common Vital Spirit. 

He now that knows how to feparate the life out 
of the water and air, rightly animated, gets a true 
attrnm potabik , or the Soul of the world : befidcs this 
too, there offer themfelves apparently fuch things 
to be done, as are able to exhibit his daily food. 
And thus much let fufficc for this time. 

He verily that perceives (or underftands) not 
thefe things fo clearly propofed, furely he will not, 
though all the Gods themfelve* Ihould relate them, 
underftand ought of thofe tilings that are taught. In 
the mean time, l hope that my friends will fee with 
their Eyes, and feel with their Hands, the moft cer¬ 
tain truth of thefe, and the like operations, and con; 
fcquently of my writings, in a laboratory, which 
God willing, I will in a fhorttime crcCt, and will thcii 
defend me againlt all envious, and carping men. 

This one thing I will yet add over and above, that 
the aftruin of Gold doth tinge his own proper Mer¬ 
cury, or (the 2 ) of the firft «w, (therefore) chicfcft 
of all; The Aftrum of h (tingeth) J 1 ; the Aftruin 
of¥, common 2 ; the Aftrum of <f, 2 •, for thofe 
three fuperiours do always operate upon thelc three 
inferiour (Planets;) fo that they are, as it were, up¬ 
per men, and lower women: O he is left in the 
midft, which whofoever adds unto the others for the 
compleating of the operations, will perform excel¬ 
lent things. 

But he that knows how to make that Aftrum of ® 
corporeal and fixt, he may tranflate the Aftrum of 
©on this wife prepared, out of one place intoa- 
nothcr, and confcrve it like a Vegetable feed, to 
be implanted into all the Metals, in time and place 
convenient; which blcfling, we rightly attribute to 
the blefied great GOD, the giver of every good 
thing, in the firft place, and then to Salt-petre as be¬ 
ing the Northern Monarch. 

It now remains, that we briefly fhew, by what 
means that Nitrous water, out of which that moft 
noble Pearl, © and Gems are taken with the Net, 
may be prepared .for farther ufes, fo that fuch a 
fiftiing may need but very fmall cofts, and may ne- 
verthelefs (befides the daily food which it moft plen¬ 
tifully provides us ) beftow on ns a moft excellent 
medicament. 

We have taught in the foregoing directions, how 
we may by the help of Aqua-for ns or Aqua-regia moft 
eafily extrad both the fixt and volatile © and > out 
of the Metals, Flints, Sand, Clay, and fuch fubjeCts 
as are every where obvious, and precipitate, coagu¬ 
late, dry, and reduce it into a fixt metallick body. 

I Now in doing thefe things, part of the feparato* 
ry water here ufed, is as yet good enough, and may 
be kept for farther ufes ; but part thereof (viz.,) 
that which is extracted out of the Metals by the 
help of common water, is, by rcafon of the mixing 
fweet or fair water therewith, rendred too weak for 
operating withal, and therefore muff it be corrected 
and amended by fomc certain lingular way, fo as 
it may be again ufed about doing the fame work. 

Were it not for cofts and labours we might fepa- 
rate that fair water from the Aqua-fortis and Aqua - 
regia, by the benefit of a glafs Cucurbite, but foraf= 
much as there is given us a more compendious way, 
we will make choice of that. 

For he that intends to get himfelf riches by the 
benefit of this feparatory work delivered by me, or 
by the extraction of © and I, will need a great 
deal of Aqua-fort is and Aqua-Regia, for what profit is 

it if you would extract them out of (but) a few Metals 
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or Minerals ? Seeing that fcarce the one half ot thofe 
(hong Waters can be feparated by pouring off from 
thofe fubjeCts upon which they are poured, but the 
chiefeft (or biggeft) part of them (ticks to the faid 
metalline Matters, and contains in it as much 0 and 

as that which we have abftraCted by decanting it, 
and requilitc it is that we thence abftraCt the fame by 
the benefit of fair Water by due boilingifrom whence 
it comes to pafs that there will be alfo gathered a 
great deal of (in lipid or ufelcfs) Water, (over and 
above-) 

Thofe Aqua-fonts'' s that are poured off, and hold in 
them © and ) , when they are mixt together, the 
y and O precipitates to the bottom of theGlals like 
powder, lb that there remains nothing of the Metal 
in either water, nor is that water arifing from the 
mixing of the Aqiui-fortis wherein the 2 > wasdiffolved, 
and of the Aqua-regia wherein the © was dilfolved,at 
all the weaker, but it retains the virtues of extracting 
© but not of l , becaufc that the Aqua-regia being 
added to the Aqua-fonts converts it all of it into Aqita- 

This precipitation being made, and the clear water 
feparated from the precipitation by decanting it, you 
may extract that acid Water, which yet adheres to the 
precipitate, with fair Water ; but for as much as the 
virtues thereof are thereby much weakned, ’tis better 
to proceed after another kind of way, and \vc preferr 
this way fas beft.) 

Take the Calxes of O a nd l as they lie at the bot¬ 
tom of the Aqua-rcgia (or the acid mixt Spirits) and 
put them in a Linen cloth placed in a Funnel or over a 
G lafs with a wide mouth, and the greateft part of the 
Aqna-.regia will (train through into the Glafs fet there¬ 
under •, when no more water drops out, which we find 
is wont to be within half an hours fpace, tic up your 
cloth with a (trong thred,that fo nothing of the calx 
therein contained may get out; put it under fomc 
weight or heavy matter,that fo all the Aqua-rcgia may 
be fqueezed out, and the calx only may remain behind 
like Curd or new Cheefe. 

But for as much as the Calxes of ©and r are not 
edulcorated, hence it comes to pafs that the Cheefe 
thence prepared,after the manner now fpoken of,is as 
yet corrofive,nor is it eafily dried. Both of them (® 

and I ) we may eafily correct, if wc only admix there¬ 
with (as Tis laid in a difh) a fourth part of fixt Salt, 
for by the virtue thereof even the corrofive Spirits 
(licking as yet therein are mortified, and the exlicca- 
rion,cementation, fixation,& reduction thereof is pro¬ 
moted. The Redaction being made of © and ) which 
we are now made partakers of, that goldenilh filvery 
Made is to be granulated, and to be difiolved in new 
Aqua-fort is,and be precipitated with that Aqua-rcgia 
by the help of which, © hath been extracted out of the 
Metals; the Cheefe is to be freed from the water by 
fqueezing it, and is to be fpririklcd over with a fixt 
Salt, and" to be melted- And all thefe Operations are 
to be fo ofteurepeated as lieceility (hall require, and 
there (hall be at hand any Metal whei eout-of Gold may 
becxtraCled , and fo there may thence arife a continual 
Labour, which is beneficial, becaufe that Aqua fonts 
may (when the Labour or Operation is finifted) be 
ufed about other fuch like extractions, and that which 
is the weaker fort may be prepared into Salt-pctrc : 
out of which may lie made anew, excellent Aquafortis 
by the addition of Vitriol or Copperas, and io deftil- 
ling them. The Vefiels wherein the precipitation of 
Metals is performed, yea and die prelles too by whofc 
help the water is fqueezed out of the Cheefe, mu ft be 
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framed of Itrong Glafs or of glazing Earth well 
glazed- 

But for as much as the Vcflels of Ol3fs are very 
fubjeCt to be broken, and earthen Vefiels, unlei's they 
have the folidity of Glafs, walte abundance of water, 
and fo moulder away; it would feem more convenient 
in my judgment to make the expreflion of the water out 
of the Cheefe, between two Platesof Silver, for the 
water of the Cheefe doth not at all corrode the D ; 
Yea and if the Tunnels requifitc to this work were 
madeof D, itwould not beamifs, nor would there be 
any fear of their breaking. 

NB. The Extraflion alfo of © made with 
regia may likewife be put into a Silver Cucurbite, 
whereby the work may be facilitated, and all lofs and 
damage which otherwife may be iookt for (feared) 
fromtheufingof Glafies,may be prevented- And fnp- 
pofe a Cucurbite, a Prcfs and two Tunnels did coft one 
hundred imperials; yet notwithflanding the certain¬ 
ty and celerity of the Work will repay thofe colts very 
eafily, feeing that all things arc hereby done much 
fafcr,and much more fpcedily : Befidestoo,there’s no¬ 
thing loft but the price of the fafiiioning your Vefiels, 
for the Silver is always of the fame value, and may a- 
gainbe fold at your pleafure- But he that wants fuch 
like Silver Vefiels or cannot buy them, he may make 
ufe of Glafs ones fo long till he can get Silver ones; 
but it is necellary that the Silver of which thefe Vef= 
fels arc made be very pure, and have no Copper in it 5 
leaft the Aqua-.regia extract the Copper thereout of, 
and fo the Vefiels (efpccially the Cucurbites) do in 
procefs of time get an undue foftnefs. 

The manner of extracting Metals by the help of 
this Cheefe=water, is already difclofed in the fore¬ 
going (writings) •, however this I am conftrained to 
advile here, that it is much more expedient, ro ufe 
prefcntly at the beginning for the extraction of ©, re¬ 
ctified Spirit of Salt accuated with Aqua-fords, than 
Aqua-rcgia , bccaufe that by thus doing there will be 
more plenty of © gotten in the reduction than when 
the operation is accomplifht by Aqua-regia. Itwould 
be too long to reckon up the caufe of this thing in this 
place: ’tis fufficient that I have fiiown which is good, 
which ill. Nay more. Spirit of Salt is cheaper than 
Aqua-rcgia , if prepared according to my defeription : 
Nor is there anyreafon to give credit to that llander- 
ous fellow. Far uner us t as if Fuch a Spirit made by Vitri¬ 
ol, according to the manner mentioned in the firft 
part of the Philofophical Furnaces, were not of any 
ufe, or at leaft;wife could not be prepared in great 
quantity by the aforefaid way : For when allcircum- 
(tances fall not out as is wifht, the blame is not to be 
imputed to my defeription, but to the ignorance and 
unapfnefs of the Chymift himfelf. 

It' now thofe good men cannot accomplifh fuch ope¬ 
rations which arc word for word faithfully deferibed 
unto them : how would they be able then to arrive 
by fpccnlations and various trials to the knowledge of 
any thing, as I my felf have done ? I do therefore at- 
teftherc too, that we are able moft eafily to prepare 
not barely 10 or 20, but even 30, 40, 50 pounds and 
more every day with one only Furnace- 

Nay more,if men did more accurately ruminate upon 
this bnfinefs, they would find, that out ofone pound of 
Salt may be made in a Glafs cucurbite in (and, one 
pound of the beft, moft grateful Spirit of Salt needing 
no rectification, and that in one hours fpace: And by 
the benefit of a Furnace fcarce a fpan wide, and with a 
very few Char-coal, fcarce exceeding three pound 
weight. Verily if there be any artificial deftillation 
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this is it: And now let the Find-faults look about them 
and fee if they can underftand thefe things we have fpo- 
ken-, we can at all times demonllrate the truth hereof. 
It is altogether inconvenient to (hew fuch an artificial 
deftillation unto fwinilh Men, it is only due to the Lovers 
of the truth, of ivvhich fort there are to be found but a 
very few in this prefent age. 

And that this is true, viz., that a moft grateful Spirit 
of Salt may moft eafily be prepared in vaft quantity, doth 
even hencefroni moft evidently appear, in that there are 
fome in thefe places who having followed my informa¬ 
tion, do, becaufe of their making it in great plenty and 
without any great Labour, fell a pound thereof foran im¬ 
perial- For my own particular affairs do not permit me 
to take on me that Labour, yet notwithftanding, I have 
bellowed the artifice on fuch Men as now know it as well 
as 1 my felfdo, and who likewife do make that Spirit in 
fuch quantity as may fupply all Europe. But forafmuch 
as I did not heretofore find out fo far, as to fee it excel 
Aqua-regia in the extraction of Gold out of fuch Stones, 
Sand, and Clay as contain Gold in them, and which are 
every where obvious. 1 could not omit the commend¬ 
ing of it in this place, mofl: highly unto all Men •, for 
that Spirit hath an efpecial delight in ©, not only in that 
which is fixt,but alfo with that which is volatile, where¬ 
by it extracts it and renders it fixt. There are fome 
Minerals, Stones, Sand, Earths, which have in them a- 
bundance of volatile Gold, which is not in the leaft dura¬ 
ble (or fixt ,) but is carried up (or forced away) in the 
form of a vapour and vanilheth into the air, and fo con- 
fcquently not at all to be accounted for true ®, feeing 
it cannot brook the force of the melting Fire- Bcfides 
this, there do oft-times occur mofl precious Treafures 
of no profit to any man, which may be brought to moft 
eminent ufes (or benefit) by the Extraction, Precipitati¬ 
on, Cheefe-making, and Liquefaction delivered by me. 
For fuch Metals as the Spirit of Salt do not tic and make 
fixt in the extractions, J> or h makes them fuch, with 
which we have taken or filht the Sol out of the Aqua-regia 
or Spirit of Salt; to the obtaining of which this is alfo of 
much conducement. If the Cheefe now made be altoge¬ 
ther fixt by the help of an artificial Cement, and the gra- 
datory fluxing matter be efpecially reduced in fuch a Vef- 
fel,out of which not fo much as the leaft volatile part can 
evaporate: by which it comes to pafs, that not only the 
volatile Gold you have caught is made fixt, but even a 
part of the net of ? or h is by graduation made aure- 
ous: For every volatile Gold doth exercife its operati¬ 
ons in the Fire upon other Metals, and makes them au- 
reoiis,fo that the Sol arifeth thence to be of a greater 
quantity, than that was which by the help of the filve- 
ry or leaden Dart was taken out of the extract. Heed 
thefe thingsand proceed on in a legitimate courfe, and 
you fhall find fuch things as you cannot as yet conceive of. 
The Fifhing is clearly enough deferibed in this place, and 
foisthe Cementation and Reduction of the Cheefe clear¬ 
ly propofed, and may may be moft eafily perfected. 

But God (if thou become!! acceptable unto him ) can 
yet (hew unto thee a much more compendious way of per¬ 
fecting this work with lefs labour, and of obtaining great¬ 
er things. 

Be content for this time with what hath been at pre¬ 
fent taught, give God the thanks and forget not the Poor, 
and He will then fliew unto thee more and more compern 
dious ways, of cheerfully managing the work (here) de¬ 
feribed, to his Honour, and the Comfort of the Poor, 
and without any wronging thine own Confcience, or 
hurting of thy Neighbour. 

Yon need not be much follicitous about fuch kind of 
Earths, Stones or Sand, from which you may extrad the 
Gold, tor every land is every where ftored with fuch, 
nor need we fpend much time in fearching after them. 
Likewife it will be a moft eafie thing for thee by my 


writings to make Salt-petre, of Salt-petre to make Aqua- 
foms and Aqua-regia ; One bare pound of Aqua-fortis 
may be fufficient for thee to begin the operation withal, 
for there is not much of it loft in the work.it lclf j and 
what of it is wafted may eafily be repaired by an addi¬ 
tion of common Salt: And as for the extrading both 
the fixt and volatile Gold and Luna out of the Earth, 
and of perfecting it, thou haft no reafon to hope of find¬ 
ing a more compendious way than that is which I have 
hereexhibited unto thee. • 

You may leave fiich petals (or Ores) as'have in 
them plenty of Sol and Luna, unto others; and take only 
the fcoriaas’tivcre, and thencefrom extract your part, 
and none will forbid you that. But if fo be thou canft 
be but a partaker of an aurcous Earth (or Ore) then will 
all things fadge the better. 

NB. The ® and 2 > that is in the Extractions may be 
precipitated by the help of S, but much more charg- 
ably and more difficultly than by > or T?, becaufe the 2 
ufed in this operation cannot be ufed a fecond time- . 

NB. The ©and > may be alfo extracted from the 
water without precipitation ; by abftraCting the Aqua- 
regia from the 0 and the Aqua-fort is from the > : bur 
befidesthis kind of proceeding being full of Labour, we 
fhould receive but little fixt Metal, and fcarce the one half 
of what is gotten by the aforementioned way: For the 2> 
and 0 do retain with them fome part of the Aqua-fortis 
and Aqua-regia , and thereby become (harp or four which 
is a thing contrary (or an Enemy) to all Fluxes,and which 
alfo does not only caufe an evaporation of fuch Volatile 
Gold and Silver as is therein, (bnt withal fome part of 
that which is fixt too,) in the melting- But now in this 
Fifliing trade that I have deferibed, being caught it is 
cither edulcorated, or the corrofive power is extinguilhc 
by the addition of a fixt Salt; fo that hereby the > or 
h holds with it felf as well the volatile as fixt Gold 
and 3 • 

NB- He that fliallinftitute this operation aright, will 
find that the volatile Gold will (in the fecret Reduction) 
yet farther tranfmute part of the J and h into 0 by 
Graduation, and fo will reap a double (portion of) © 
for which God isdefervedto be thanked- 
I have herein been more prolix than I intended, which 
I entreat others to accept in good part: It could hardi¬ 
ly be that the things I have delivered, could be couched 
in fewer words. Wife Men indeed need not many words, 
but where are fuch ? Better is it therefore to fet down 
things at large- 

Now it follows that we Jhew by what mans ire may have 
benefit out of the e dale oratory Water , and not be forc¬ 
ed to throw it away. 

W E have taught in the precedent difeourfe, how 
thofe waters which ® is extracted and precipita¬ 
ted with, may be ufed for a farther extraction of 0 t 
For when the Aqua-fortis in which D or 'h is diflolved 
is niixt with the Aqua-regia wherein 0 is diflolved, there 
arifeth not any mutation or changing, but that > or T* 
only which was in the Aquafortis fettles to the bottom, 
fo that this water wherein fuch a precipitation is made, 
may afterwards ferve inftead of Aqua-regia , and focon- 
fcquently with it may 0 be extracted out of the Metals, 
But feeing that the precipitated i or b muft be ex¬ 
cellently well edulcorated by often pourings on of water, 
afore it be dried, hence it comes to pafs that there is ga¬ 
thered a vaft deal of fuch edulcoratory Waters. Now 
that even this may not be thrown away as ufelefs, and 
that nothing may be loft in fo noble a work, 1 have here 
determined briefly to declare, by what means wc may 
likewife catch fome benefit even out of that too. 

To do this, ’tis neceflary that the ufelefs water be fe-' 
parated from the Aquafortis ; now fuch a feparation can- 
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not be effected in nictallick V'cJlcis bccaufe of the Iharp- 
i.efsofilie Aqu.i-fortis ■, lealt in length of time they Ihoulci 
be dilfolved : But to perform the fame in Veflels ofGlafs 
would take up much time and fire ; there is therefore ot 
neceliity another way here required to perform the lame •, 
and a better than this, which 1 will here deliver, I think 
can hardly be contrived. Make you therefore an Arch 
of Lime, Allies, and Horfe-dung, according ito the afore 
preferibed manner, where we treated of making Salt-pe- 
ire (about the beginning of the book) dry it by putting 
lire thereunder, G re. The Arch being dryed, pour on, 
by little 3 nd little, fo much edulcorating water, as the 
Arch is capable of attracting, and until you lhall find it 
to be made thoroughly moilt ; the Arch being on this wife 
moiftned, dry it again: and being dryed moilten it again 
as afore, and fo repeat this work of moiltning and dry¬ 
ing fo long till the Arch will receive into it felt no more 
water. This done, there remains no more, but to do 
thus, viz.. Let the laid Arch be broken to pieces, and be 
ground with a Mill into fine powder; upon the powder 
let be thrown fair water, and fo let there be made a Lixi¬ 
vium, one of which by due boiling may be made molt ex¬ 
cellent and delicate Saltpetre. 

But here mult be very good heed taken, that you ufc 
about the building of the Arch, Wood-Aihes, and Lime 
made of Stone (or Chalk); whereby the lharpnefs of the 
cdulcoratory water may beextinguilht (or mortified)by 
the fixt Salt inherent in the aihes and lime, and the cor- 
rofivity be taken away, and molt excellent Nitre may a- 
rilc theneefrom; for if Aqua-fort'ts be permixt with the 
fixt Salt of wood-afhes, both ofthera lofe their Nature, 
and Nitre is made thereof. 

But that the operation may more luckily fuccccd, and 
we may be the more certain of the event, it will be the 
belt way, to put in, by little and little, fome Lee of wood- 
afhes firft of all, (afore the edulcorating water be thrown 
upon the Arch) and this putting on, to be fo long conti¬ 
nued till all ebullition and noil'e ceafe, whereby all the 
fiiarpncfs of that water may be teken away •, this done, 
that water is to be poured upon the Arch, and you are 
to proceed on according to the a fore--preferibed method ; 
and fo lhall you have excellent Salt-petre, whether your 
Arch be made of Lime and Aihes, or of Mud and Allies. 

NB. If this taking away of the lharpnefs of the edulco- 
ratory water by the benefit of a wood-allies Lee, be not 
iinilhed, and done before it be poured upon the Arch, it 
is clearly requifite that it be done in the Arch itfelf, by 
the goodhefs of the Lime and the faid aihes, by which that 
lharpnefs may be extinguilhed- 

It is, I cbnfefs, all a cafe whither that lharpnefs be ex- 
tinguilht with a Lixivium afore; orelfe.be done in the 
Arch it felf. Yet nevcrthelefs, feeing that Operation is 
the fafer which hath a foregoing taking away of the lharp= 
nefs afore itbe poured on the Furnace, therefore it is bet¬ 
ter fo to inftitute it; fpecial I y,feeing it then matters not 
at all any thing, what condition the matter is of which 
the Arch ismadewith; bccaufe then fuch a water needs 
no more but an unfolding (or evaporation) and coagu¬ 
lation, and this may as well be done by the help of an 
Arch made of mud; as by one made of Lime: Otherwife 
if the lharpnefs of the cdulcoratory water be not taken 
away by the Lixivium, an Arch made of mud is of no ufc, 
for by this means you would not get any Salt-petrc at all, 
but rather all the water would be confumed by evapora¬ 
tion, which need nor be at all feared, if wc ufean Arch 
made of Lime and Allies, feeing that that water is by 
this means mortified. 

Arid fo, by this means, that cdulcoratory water may 
be molt conimodioiuly prepared for farther ules, and the 
Salt-petre which is extracted thence, is exceeding good 
/ to make Ayna-fort is with ; and we may gather as much 
in quantity thereof as rhe extraction of > and G out 
of the Metals, Stones, Clay, and Minciah requires. 


NB- If any one be delirous of more excellent bene* 
fits, let'him dillolvc, in that edulcoracory water, ( B .) 
or(C.)and in the Lixivium (let him dillolvc) (-D.)then 
mix both Solutions: When the fermentation is over, he 
will have double the quantity of Nitre, than what he 
would otherwife have troin the bare mixtion of the con¬ 
traries together, and pouring them on the Arch; the 
reafon of which thing is this; becaufe (£.) is nothing 
elfe inwardly but Nitre, but it cannot come forth to 
light before the body be broken, and till that fait which 
Hicks (or lies hid) within, be wholly freed (of its bonds) 
whereby it may be turned, together with the Corrofive 
Spirit into Nitre. 

The like is to be underftood of (£.) bccaufe even 
that alfo is broken (as I may fay ) to pieces by the Lee 
of the wood-alhes, and fo the Salt that lies hid within, 
and which is nothing clfc but Nitre, ihews it felf to fight, 
and pafleth with the other Salt of the Lixivium into Ni¬ 
tre. 

Certainly this labour, viz., the mortification of the 
edulcorating water by a Lee of wood-alhes, and the con¬ 
centration of Nitre, upon the Arches made of lime or 
mud, is an egregious invention ; nor do I think that this 
bufinefs can be better managed any kind of way, than by 
what hath been here Ihewn, efpeeially if the Species, here 
notified, be alfo thereto adhibited (or made ufe of) (I 
know not I fay, any way) by which greater plenty of Ni¬ 
tre may be gathered } for the coagulation cannot be done 
in a Copper or Iron pan, bccaufe not only the Pan would 
be corroded and waited, but the Nitre would be rendred 
impure. But if now the operation be inftituted aright, we 
lhall get more Niter than indeed is requifite for the 
extracting © and J» out of the Metals ^ fo that we may gee 
us 0 and 2> withot any colts: which invention verily is a 
molt noble one even in all parts of the World, and a mofl 
high gift of God: for which, we have good reafon a- 
bove all things to render Him deferved thanks, and next 
Him, to thofe who open fuch a Noble and Unheard-of In¬ 
vention, and which is fo profitable to all Men. 

But this Invention will be efpeeially profitable in thofe 
places of the World, where Aqna-fortts ismuch ufed,and 
is prefently after the firft ufing thereof, thrown away as 
unprofitable, as it ufually happens in the Mint houfes, 
where abundance of > and© isfeparated ingreatquan- 
tity, and confcqucntly abundance of Aqua-fort is confum¬ 
ed, fo that by the benefit of this invention of mine, we 
might get much every year ; but molt of all in thofe pla» 
ces where are found fuch Stones and Sand which are en¬ 
dued with Gold, but yet will not yield any by the help 
of the ufual melting. 

Befides too, this invention is exceeding profitable for 
fuch kind of Metals of © and 2 >, that have not as yet got¬ 
ten their due ripenefs or fixity, and fo fly away in the 
melting, and yield either noneat all, or at belt but very 
little of Gold. For the common melting fire foreeth away 
the Volatile Gold, and J> that refides in the Metals (or 
Ores) which is not at all fo here, for all (of it) is made 
fixt by the Aq.'t.i-fortis , and preferved- 

I do believe that there is not a place to be found,where 
fuch kind of Stones, Sand, or Clay may not be gathered, 
as hold in them Gold and )>, cither fixt or Volatile, and 
which may be extracted thcncefrom molt eallly, and 
with exceeding profit according to the way afoiefpo- 
ken of. 

But, for as much as there are many, who pretend that 
fuch like Scones, Sand, Clay, and Minerals as have Gold 
in them, arc no where to be lound, and that consequent¬ 
ly this invention ot mine is altogether in vain: To 
fuch as tliefel thus apply, viz.. That fuch like Subjects 
are therefore unknown, becaulc few there are that feck 
after them, or are willing to expeiience ought, but re- 
maincontented with fuch things only as the Ancients have 
tanuht, and perfwaded thcmfelves that © and i cannot 
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be feparated out of the Metals, but only by the force of 
fire, where as notwithftanding the operation may be far 
eafilier, and more profitably inltituted, according to the 
method by me preferibed, but cfpccially in thofc Metals 
(or Ores; of ©and >, which either require too much 
cxpcncc for their melting, or are as yet unripe and vo¬ 
latile, and fo fly away in the melting •, for a great quan¬ 
tity of O and > may be extracted with a little quantity 
of Aqna-fortis ; yea the extraction being duly made, and 
to the belt profit, there may be thereof madeSalt-petre •, 
fo that fuch an extraction of O and J requires but very 
little colts. 

If any one defires an eafier way of extracting © let 
him ufe Spirit of Salt prepared after the manner by me 
delivered, which faid Spirit he may fortify by adding a 
fourth part of Salt-petre, which very fame (when the 
Extraction is finilht) may be reduced into Salt-petre, like 
as we have faid of Aqna-fortis that hath been already 
ufed. 

NB. An eafier operation yet then all thefe, is this, 
which may be performed the dry way. 

Take the Metal, Stones, or Mineral, reduce them 
into powder,mix them with the Salt (G) and make them 
with clay into Balls about the bignefs of a little Head. 
Make thefe balls red hot, and by this means the Salt 
will ‘ difTolve the Sol in the fire, and attract it out of 
the Metals. This done, grind the Balls or Pellets, and 
extract thencefrom in a large Pot or Veflel a Lixivium 
with boiling hot water, for the Salt which hath attra¬ 
cted the © in the Cementation, mixeth it felf with the 
Water: Out of this Salt-water mayeft thou afterwards 
catch the © by the help of a folution of b, added for the 
precipitation ; now out of the Salt it felf mayeft thou 
make excellent Salt-petre- So that you may molt ealily 
I extraCl out of the Earth both fixt and volatile ®and > 
withoutnny melting it. Nay not only > and © but even 
Copper too, whether we proceed the dry way or the 
moift way : For we may extract good Sol out of the 
fcoria of So/and Luna and Vwas which are call away, 
yea and out of Mars it felf too, and by the afore-lhown 
i way- 

NB. The reafon is this, becaufe the Iron being purged 
in a ftrong Fire is hcapt up as it were into goldenilh 
Scoria which but few know of, and will believe, though 
i it be moll true- For when a Metal is lo burnt with fuch 
a vehement Fire as to refemble glafly Scoria, it hath 
gotten to it felf a more noble nature, and thenceforth 
is able to exhibitor yield good Sol: Yea though they 
be the Scoria of 2 lor which thing that excellent 
Met allurgift Jfaac Hollandus did alio know, when 
he faid, If any one makes 2 >, 5 or $ into Glafs t and redu- 
ceth it-, it will not be J , 2, or c? , but Q : And if any one 
fiall turn © into Glafs , and then reduce it y it will not be ©, 
but Tintture. 

1 . Nor was this knack unknown to Brace feus, who taught 
the making of the Philofophers ftone out of the fcoria of 
Iron, but he is laught at, by another Philofopher, though 
undefervedly. Though I do not know the wayofex- 
traCting the TinCture out of Iron, yet {this l know; that 
there have been many who have extracted good Sol by. 
Aqua-regia out of the very green Scoria of Iron, when 
notwithftanding, the d it felf out of which the Scoria 
came was deftituteofGold; the caufe whereof we Ihovved 
but now- 

Now if they had but known my invention of rnoft 
eafie preparing a convenient Menftruum for the extract¬ 
ing of the TinCture, and then the manner of afterwards 
feparating the Sol again, without lofing the Water, cer¬ 
tainly they would have been able to perfect that Extra- 
1 Cl ion with a great deal of benefit, whereas (not having 
thisj they only beheld the poflibility of the thing without 
profit. 

. For if this Labour be infticuted according to my inven¬ 
tion a fore-written, we rjjay extract the V mts( which com¬ 


monly is in the poorer Minerals) out of them, and that 
with much profit and in great quantity, and the extracti¬ 
on being made, ( whether it be done the moilt way or the 
dry) we may by the benefit of the folution of 2 >or T? , get 
out the Q thence whileft it is.yet mixt with the water, yea 
and afterwards by the benefit of d the Copper it felf. 
He now that well underftands the reafon of this Filhing 
and reduction needs not to fearcli after the Metals (or 
Ores) ot Sol and Lima, for whatfoever Metals (or Ores) 
of Venus contain but even a very little portion of them, 
will be able to furnilh a man vv^h ncccllurics fufifcicntly 
enough. 

But that the Reader may not think that tiiefc fayings 
of mine, viz., that there are fubjcCts to be in all places 
found that are endued with Gold, are fictions, and arc not 
founded upon any experiments, (for I doubt not but thac 
abundance will not only account thefe fayings for falli- 
ties, but deride them too) I thought it not much from the 
purpofe, if I fhewed fomc little place only, where you may 
find fuch Metals(or Ores) as arc endued with Goid,which 
notwithftanding were never brought into ufe, that fo ic 
may hence appear that fuch Golden fubjeCts muft be like- 
wife found in many places- 

Let us therefore call an eye to a part of the Mhene, 
and let us get out thofe Trcafiircs that are there hidden, 
and at prefentare not profitable to any, which neverthe- 
lefs may be of mighty conducement and benefit to the 
whole Inhabitants of thofc parts. 

The Mhene is a River moft abounding with Boats and 
Fijh; it hath its rife out of a very high pinc-bcaring Moun¬ 
tain, it is in fome fort conjoined with three bordering well 
known Rivers, Sata, Adrana, and Nava\ which again 
fpread themfelves unto the 4 quarters of Heaven, as Eall, 
South', and North- (This pintferons Mountain is not barely 
one Mountain, but conftfts of many which are exceeding full of 
Pine-tfees, Beech, Oakes, Birch, and other Trees fit very 
thief together, and fo yields an Harbour for both wild and 
tame Bealls. 

This Pine-bearing Mountain, and which is the higheft 
in all Germany (and of which Gafpa Brufchtus w r rotc a par¬ 
ticular Treadle, which is exceeding profitable for fuch as 
ftudy metallick affairs to read,) is ftored with many nota¬ 
ble Metals (or Ores.) For there was not only Gold dig* 
ged out plentifully in various parts of that Mountain, 
many years fince, (and thereupon there’s a City called 
Goltgangh by the Germans , as if you fliould fay a Vein of 
Gold: j But withal the other more common Metals that 
lie here hidden do for the moft part all of them contain 
Gold, with notwithftanding is not at this day by reaforr 
of the ignorance and unskilfulnefs of Men feparated from 
them. Nor are the bare Metals only of that place all of 
them endued with Gold, butalmoftall the Earths, Sand, 
and Stones have Sol in them. Yea even in this time even 
Antimony the firft Ens of Gold is digged out in that 
place. Therefore it may moft ealily be proved, that this 
Mountain out of which the Mhene flows for th is ftufFed 
with Sol both in the outfide and infide parts, with which 
proof 1 muft at prefent in this place reft, leaft I fliould be 
too tedious. All fuch as are skill’d in metallick Affairs do 
well know, that all the metalline Ore, that they get in and 
about this Mountain, is endued with Gold. 

The moft ftudious fearcher of nature Matbeftut in Sa- 
repta teftifies that he faw an Iron Stone or Ore endued 
with Veins of fixt and malleable Gold. 

The afore-praifed Gafpar Brufchitts in the defeription 
of this iMoiintaiu, mentioned) amougft other things, that 
in a little Town called (Einfichcl, innate near the faid 
Mountain, was a Tin mine heretofore found,by the Trea* 
fures of which the aforefaid little Town was built. There 
did a certain Metal-man called S.’gijmund (LtlfultJ .learn 
from an Italian Woman, whom he married after the 
death of her former Hufband, how So! was to be fepa¬ 
rated from Jupiter: Frcm whence he got him fo much 
riches, that even afore he died, he caufed 211 egregious Ho- 
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fpitalto be built, and withal contributed thereto many 
thoufands of Crowns, with which twelve ancient Men, 
and three Prielts fhould be always nourifhed •, to the per¬ 
formance of which there is verily a great deal of Gold 
icjuired yearly. 

This now is not to be at all accompted as a meer 
fable, but the very pure truth: For in that edifice, 
the Effigies of the Founder Sigifmund tltUcm?, and the 
Foundrefs Barbary, are yet to be feen even at this 
very day. Of which likevvife Matthew Merianms 
in his Delcriptionof Frnconit i, maketh mention. But it 
is fufficiently enough evident (befides thefe Teftirrionies) 
that this Mountain is repleat with Metals (or Ores) 2 nd 
efpecially with Golden ones, both wiihinand without, and 
hence arofe that Proverb of the ancients, viz.. That the 
Country-'inan doth in this Pine-bearing Mountain often¬ 
times throw a ftone at an Oxfor Cow,) that is more 
worth than the Ox it felf. Strangers give credit here¬ 
unto, as Italians and others, and do yearly vifit this 
Mountain, and dig the Gold out of thole places where 
they know there lies much hidden, and take it up at 
their backs, and carry it away with them: And ma¬ 
ny fuch there have been with me, who have afforded 
their help to ftrangers in digging out Gold : Who for- 
afmuch as they knew not the manner of extracting it 
and that they underftood by others that I alfo dealt in 
Metals,) brought me various kinds of Earths, Stones, 
Sands, Clays, that 1 might try whatwas in them: and 
they did all of them abound with Gold. 

The Country-men that live about that Pine-bearing 
Mountain do daily for Game’s fake carry fuch earths and 
ftones, endued with Gold, unto Norimberge which one 
or other likewife buys, extracting thence by melting ex¬ 
cellent Gold. 

But now if fo be thefe men did but know the extraction 
of ts> by the help of Aqna-fortis only (without melting) 
out of the earths and ftones (as is here taught) : the needy 
Country-men might live like the richeft Citizens, the 
Citizens like the Nobles,and the Nobles like Princes; 
which feeing it hath not fo pleafed God (to have it) all 
(thefe) things have remained hidden. Everyone may ea- 
lily believe the things I here utter, feeing it is already 
taken for granted that this Mountain doth abound with 
egregious Metals (or Ores) and efpecially with Golden 
ones. Upon this accompt therefore the molt Noble 
Marquefs of Arfpach who is Lord of this Pine-bearing 
Mountain hath prohibited any Foreigner from exporting 
fuch Earths(or Ores) thence for the-time to come; and 
though he hath thereby done fomething to it, yet he can- 
riot wholly hinder it, forafmuch as that Mountain is too 
vail and large. 

But now when I pafs down from this pine-bearing 
Mountain along the Athene downwards, to fuch places as 
are more plain (or even ground) where Wine and Corn 
grows,there’s nobody feeks after Sol and Lima there, but 
each man profeffeth himfclf well enough content with 
the Wine and the Corn, nor hath there been any Metal 
digged thence or there fought for many years: Bccaufe 
they thought that no plains can produce Metals, which 
thing 1 judge to be falfe, and do gain-fay it; and ccn- 
trary-vvife affirm that there are fome parts in plains, 
that as to the production of Metals may be compared 
with the molt high Pine-bearing Mountain. Now, elfe- 
vvhere there ly high Mountains of each fide of all the 
Athene, out of which there comes a mighty quantity of 
Wine, but the Metals ly hid to all. 

Befides thefe, 1 my felf tried, that there are Ores of 
all kinds to be found on both fidesthe Mhe»e throughout 
all the Ealt of Franconia even to Maguntia where th t Athene 
runs into into the Rheinc , byt yet as far as I know, there 
is not any Metal anywhere' digged but Iron only; and 
therefore neither can 1 pofitively ffiew and direct to fuch 
or fuch Mine-pits, out of which you may apparently get 


Gold and Silver,but as is faid,there are every' where found 
fome footings (as ’twere) that contain Gold and Silver, 
and that fuch Stones in the Athene arc rarely without Me¬ 
tal: But no body proves or tries them, or puts them to 
ufe. 

At Bamberg ( which is an Epifcopal Metropolis) men 
are become more diligent, infomuch that they have found 
out feveral places wherein is to be had the Metal (or Ore) 
of Sol ; Such as this Metal for Ore) of Sol, hath been very 
oft-times brought me by the Inhabitants of that City,but 
all of it in a manner did contain a fluxile and immature 
Gold, which cannot be extracted by the common way of 
melting, but vanifheth away into the Air, and fo I did not 
at that time much efteem it, but left it as an unprofitable 
Ore. But now I have found thac fuch fluxile Metals (or 
Ores) of Sol may be brought in ufe, not by the help of a 
vehement melting, but only by a nitrons Water, in which 
this kind of fluxile Metal (or Ore) of Sol is fixed in the ex¬ 
tracting it, and then Hays in the melting, and yields per¬ 
fect Sol. 

Concerning fuch a fixation of fluxile Sol in /tones, by a 
nitrous Water, I did not at that time know it, otherwife 
this knowledge of mine would have been extraordinarily 
profitable to the Inhabitants of thofe places. Yea and the 
Biffiop of Bamberg himfelf who is a great Lover of the Me= 
tals gave me fome proofs of his Clemency for fervicesof 
no moment that I did him, fo that I would then gladly 
have bellowed my utmoft power in lieu of his favours, but 
nothing could be effected by the way of melting,becaufe of 
the volatility of fuch a Metal. But now there may bega- 
theredvery confiderable Treafures by the benefit of ni¬ 
trous Water- For not far from Bamberg, there is found a 
Stone of great bignefs that is exceeding full of Granates, 
which arc about the bignefs of Millet or HcmpTecd: 
Befides too, all [the Mountains of that place do molt plen« 
tifully abound with Metal (or Ore) of Sol. 

There is fuch a Vein of unripe Gold, not far frorh Bam~ 
berg y that lies thwart the Athene , which much hinders the 
Veflels, and efpecially thofe Boats which are wont to 
bring valt quantities of Boards, Beams, O'c. yearly; in¬ 
fomuch that they cannot always get over it, but at fuch 
time only when the waters are increafed. Now in the 
Summer time, when Rain hath not fallen awhile, this 
Vein is feen bare, when the water is fallen away fome 
Ells height; and hereupon the Mariners havefmote a- 
gainfl; it with force, and Tools therreby to remove it, 
if poffible, but all in vain- 

But for as much as I never was minded to run thither, 
nor lyet am fo conditioned, as that envious Dog, who 
having hay under his pofleflion, could neither eat it him¬ 
felf, nor would fuffer the Ox to eat the fame; therefore 
I was willing to lay open thefe things: I cannot at pre- 
fent fay any more of this fluxile Ore of 0 ; yet if any 
one defires more, let him repair toanlnhabitant and Ci¬ 
tizen of Bamberg, by name N. N. a Farrier, who many 
times delivered to me that kind of ore during my aboad at 
Kitzing. This man will fatisfy every ones reque/t, and 
will ffiew where it is to be found. 

There have verily been others that have brought un¬ 
to me various kinds of Ores; but I have long fincc for¬ 
gotten their names. If you only feck, you will find in 
that place, abundance of fuch Golden Metal for Ores) 
but all of them in a manner, fluxile (or crude,) and pof- 
fefling but little fixt Gold, and although they fhould not 
have in them any fixt ©, and that not any thing could 
thence be extracted by the way of melting, yet notwith- 
ftandging it is now known to D. G. by what means (by 
the liquid way of Nitrous water) all the fluxile for crude) 
O may be abundantly extracted out of the /tones, be 
fixed, and be turned into good © with abundance of 
pro'fit. 

The Athene near Bamberg is occupied with Veflels or 
Ships, and 1 my felf have failed along the Athene, and on 
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both lides of the Mket.e from Bamberg even to WirtzJaerg , 
did light upon various kinds of Metals ( or Ores ) which 
were not void of © and ?, out of which much © and 1 ‘ 
may be extraded by the help of this invention of mine, 
by the moiH way by Nitre water, if men would but only 
apply themfclves to the work. 

1 But indeed the Corn and the Wine which God hath fo 
' abundantly vouchfafcd to thofe Countries, is the caufe 
that no body minds any thing elfe, for they have enough 
to fuffice them, and therefore leave the Metals for Ores) 
of © and 1’ untoucht- 

Without doubt, the whole Wood that reacheth from 
I Virtzl'crg or Kitztrg , even almoH to Bamberg, is .full of 
Metals (or Ores) and yet (as far as 1 know) there is not 
digged any of the Metal (or Ore) of Sol or Luna therein. 

It is reported that there was Sol and Lana digged 
up heretofore at Caffel •, at the other fide of the Mhene, 
towards the Town which the Germans call Koninsjfljocfcn, 
in the Mountain they call ^apbcrglj,there was heretofore, 
Copper digged, which now is left of, bccaufc the Copper 
is not fufile enough,nor hath it any fulphureous flint joined 
with it, by the help of which it is made fiuxile (but is) 
inclofcd in a Sandilh Stone. Now out of ioo weight of 
this, there can hardly be extracted, by the help of a flrong 
melting fire Aq. 1 t>. for the Sandy Stone being deHitutc 
of a fulphureous flintinefs, doth in the melting turn the 
Copper it felf together into Scoria ; yet notwith Handing 
we are able by the help of Vinegar to extrad above xij. 
or xvj. 1 b. of Copper, and this 1 have tryed more than 
once. But whether or no that Metal (or Ore) of Cop¬ 
per, contains in it any Volatile Gold, l never tryed, but 
i that there is fome J* therein, is true ; yea, and the Cop= 
per is very malleable, and we can thence extract by the 
help of Vinegar, that which is molt fair, and this 1 hum¬ 
bly declared to the molt noble Mo un, tine F.Ie<ftor,he be¬ 
ing at this time Bifhop of Wirtz.bcrg ■ but by theTryers 
f or Refiners) of that place, it is haply accounted of as urn 
profitable bccaufc it yields but little by thchelp of Fufion. 

1 mult needs confefs that but little can begotten out by 
melting, but fnch Copper may be profitably extracted by 
the Aectum of the Wood, which Grows in the places all 
about in abundance, and may be had for nothing. 

The Mhene doth every where yield fuch kind of Flints 
as are endued with Gold. Near CarlTtadt there offers it 
felf in a Wood a certain white and fat Earth, and after 
fome fort filverifh, otherwife firm (or flrong,) and is fit 
for making of Crucibles, and other Inflruments (or Vef- 
fels)to beufedabout the Fire. 

You may likewife find fuch conditioned Earth at Klin, 
gotberg upon the Mhene , where moll excellent Wine 
grows, which the Glafs-mahirs of Spechart ufe to make 
the Crucibles or Pots in which they melt their Glafs. 

It hath not as yet been known that there hath been any 
Ore found in the County of Wertheimen where great plen¬ 
ty of RnJJ'ellein Wine is gathered ^ yet neverthelefs I have 
proved feveral Earths, which I found about Breiberg , 
which is the inexpugnable Caltle of the Lord Charles Fer¬ 
dinand the Count of Wertheimen-, in which l found there 
was contained much Gold- 

Befides thefe, I found oppofite to Wertheimen where 
there are Vineyards, an Iron Hone (white like fnow, co¬ 
vered over with other Hones,) which is endued with > 
and ®: as to the external (hape it refembles a white Flint, 
very weighty, foas that it fcarce yields to the weight of 
a piece of Iron of like bignefs: But it is nothing regar¬ 
ded, and is accompted of as a common Hone. 

The County of Erbach doth indeed yield plenty of 
Iron, but there is nothing at all found of other nobler Me¬ 
tals-, yet my opinion is,that even in this Iron arc contain¬ 
ed both © and > : becaufe that there is fand found in fe= 
veral places thereof which yields good Gold, as I have 
obferved more than once -, the extraction of which may 
be excellently well performed by the benefit of Salt¬ 
petre. 


sy 

Likewife Talk of fundry kinds is found in the laid pla¬ 
ces, which is endued with ©and > : and it would eafily 
yield them forth, were it but rightly handled, and dealc 
with according to the way by me preferibed : which hi¬ 
therto ivc never heard to have been done by any. 

The County of Erbach and likewife of Wertheimen do a- 
bound with Iron Metal (or Ore) and all kinds of Mine¬ 
rals, which contain in them, © and T . 

Nor are the Metals (or Ores) of lels goodnefs that are 
in the Specharten Wood,and the bordering Countries^ and 
yet notwithllanding ’tis evident that it yields nothing ac 
all fave this, viz.. That thr^e is excellent Salt made there 
and Glafs, in great plenty. It is a thing well enough 
known to all men that here are various Metals (or Ores) 
found, but never hath any fo procured as to have them 
wrought upon, and thereby to enjoy them. • 

Wc find in feveral places, an Earth impregnated with 
white, black, and yellow Talk, efpecially (in that part) 
which is near to Afchiburg , and which contains both y 
and©: which notwithllanding by reafon of the final- 
nefs of the quantity thereof have never hitherto been 
thencefrom feparated. 

Not far from a Village which the Germans call Schilt- 
krop there offers it felfnltony Talk, fomewhat ruddifh, 
which befides Copper contains alfo volatile ®, and of no 
ufe at all becaufe there’s but little 2 therein contained,and 
that the O is volatile and cannot be obtained by the means 
of melting. Perhaps this Talk was known even of old 
time, for the place where it is found in plenty is by the 
Inhabitants of that place called the Gold-pit even to this 
day: for it is not incredible but that there was Gold found 
there. 

However there is not at this time any extracted out of 
that Talk. 1 have very often extraded thence mofl beau¬ 
teous V erde-greafe by the help of deflilled Vinegar. For 
feeing that there is plenty of Wood to be had in that: 
place, and confcquently requires no eoHs, we may get us 
vafl quantities of Acetum gratis , (or for nothing) : and 
by the help thereof extrad the Copper out of the faid 
Talk: Verily many noble Nen would have (thencefrom) 
whereon to live honourably. 

NB. Bnt ifwe make a Spirit of Salt, and with it being 
fortified with a fonrth part of Nitre, extrad the Copper 
and the © out of the faid Talk, and then firH catch the O 
by Tj, and then precipitate the 2 by d, wefliall not only 
have very malleable Copper, but fliall likewife receive 
even pure © -, and this 1 teflify upon my own knowledge. 

He that hath determined the experimenting of thefe 
things, and yet fees that he does not rightly perceive the 
things we have here mentioned,I advife him to come unto 
mein a friendly way,and 1 will not be wanting unto him to 
ferve him and the Country by any farther information. 

Verily there lie hidden incredible Treafures in thofe 
places,which none know of,and which yield nothing at all 
by the help of Liquefadion, and which weareconflraincd 
if we would have them fixt and metalline to make them fo 
by the benefit of a fharp Water, and this I was willing to 
open and notifie for the Countries fake. 

O thou Zoilifl or Carper that underflandcH not this 
knack, pafs not thou thy judgment hereupon, but rather 
examine thy Wines, and tell us which is beH, either the 
EJcnbachen, Klingenbcrgick^, or Wertheimen fort: Verily 
neither of thefe Liquors though they are flrong, are con¬ 
venient for the extrading of Venus and SnI out of that 
Talk : There is a far flronger required, to wit, fome ni¬ 
trous Spirit of Salt, or Spirit of Nitre acuated with com* 
mon Salt. When the extradion is ended there may be 
gathered plenty of Nitre out of the remaining Mcnflru-> 
um. Infomuch that there is nothing elfe required but 
labour, for the coHs expended on the work are not at all 
eonfiderable : And thus in a little fpaeeof time, we may- 
get a great quantity of Copper and Sol. 

After the fame manner as sve have fliovvn that it is a 
C c c c c thing 










7 be / Part of 


Fare J. 


thing poflibie to extrad Volatile Sol by the help of Salt¬ 
petre out of fuch a difregarded Talk and other Stones, 
and no make it fixe, fo we can alfo extract the lame out 
of fevcral other Minerals, that are plentifully enough 
lying on both Tides of the Mhene. So that now, no body 
hath any ground to fay that the Ores cannot be found in 
this or that Country, or fuch convenient Minerals, as 
out of which we may extrad the volatile and alfo the 
ripe Gold acording to Glauber' s prefeription. 

If now fuch may be found in thofe places that are adja¬ 
cent to the Mbew, which we always judged to be void 
of fuch treafures, what Ihall-^vc not find in thofe places, 
which have already yielded us various kinds of Metals 
for fome hundreds of years fucccdively, and do yet daily 
exhibit them; fuch as as are Hajfia, the Dukedom of Brunf- 
inck, Saxony, Thuringia, Moravia , Bohemia, Hungary, and 
that fuch like parts of the Earth abound with Metals. 
Therefore, Friendly Reader, do not thou perfwade thy 
felf that there is any place in which we are not able to 
extract many good things out of the Earth. 

I have likewife found various Metals in our Holland , 
and yet never, did any one ever hear that there was the 
leaft particle of them therein found, efpecially in that 
place that they call Helauw, yet notwithftanding it yields 
Veinsoflron, and a Yellow Sand which hath in it > & ®. 

Neither doth that, place aflord only fuch Sand Stones, 
& Earth, out of which volatile O & > may be ex traded, 
butwithal thereofferthemfelvesattheSea-lhore in thofe 
Sand hills, which the Hollanders call Dnynett, which the 
ltony Sea heaps up, Stones of a Sky colour, which con¬ 
tain 2 . They are called by the Hollanders , Vltramarine. 

In this place, is likewife gathered plenty of Oftiocolla 
it is about the length and thicknefs of ones Finger ; yea 
and fometimes is as big as ones Arm •, and as in a clear 
Scafon it is eafily noted,(or met with)fo in a Rainy Sea- 
fon it is not to be feen: It is in fome fort hollowed in 
the infide ; it is of a white colour, like ftonc-lime, and 
thereupon the Chyrurgions ufe it to confolidate the bro¬ 
ken bones of their Patients. 

Some (as they have related to me) have extracted ) 
thereout-of. There is not therefore, any place that does 
not contain fome Metal, and efpecially O and } . 

Thus Friendly Reader, you fee that there are in all 
parts of the Earth, fuch Subjeds, as do contain, if not 
fixt, yet at leaft wife volatile Gold ; infomuch that no 
body may on good ground, complain that nature hath de¬ 
ny ed him G and 2, fohe but knows how, and be willing 
to extrad it. 

Did Germany but know thofe Treafures which the 
Earth contains, and did ufe them aright-, certainly they 
need not give place to the power of any Monarch. But 
it feems as if God had call a blinclnefs upon men, or at 
leaft keeps them blind, even until the due time approach- 
cth of helping thofe that are his. 

1 have here (hewn the way for the Country to get rich¬ 
es and power by; but as concerning the way by which 
we may extrad both the volatile and fixt Gold out of 
Stones, Sand, and Clay, without any confidcrable labour 
& cofts, acccordingtothis invention of mine -, 1 will (hew 
it in my Laboratory, which by Gods permilfion, 1 have 
begun to ered for the fake of Friends. 

But whereas I have omitted fome words in the defer i- 
ption of this invention; yon are to know that it was done 
upon this account; lead: otherwife fuch a noble Artifice 
fiiould fall into the hands of my enemies; 1 will never be 
wanting to illuftrate (or explain) fuch things as are fomc- 
what more obfeure, unto my friends- The main 
things arc delivered clear enough, to fuch as are in 
any meafure skilPd in Chymiftry, but the unskilful may 
not hope for any thing elfc (thereby) but labour in vain- 
The thing in it felf is ealie, and without rubs, fo as that 
any one who hath but once fecn the way, may under- 
ftand it? and manage it. 


I could have exhibited the things 1 have delivered, m 
a briefer ftile,but upon conlideration of the common good 
1 would not j he that cannot from thefe things perceive 
and learn ought, let him think that God is not willing to 
vouchfafe him the Grace of underftanding them. 

And now, if 1 had been minded to have exalted this 
work with mighty prailes, 1 ihould not have done unfeem- 
ly at all,for as much as this labour fiiines even in the dark, 
and makes many doubtful things firm and clear. 

For by the means of this labour, we may get ns, not 
only abundance of © and > very eafily, but likewife molt 
excellent medicaments, and which arc not to be accompt- 
cd common ; nay, even the off-drawn Salt-petre it felf,is 
a molt excellent medicine for all Vegetables, becaufcit 
is capable of multiplying them abundantly, in fo much 
that he who is skilful in this kind of work and does not 
forbear from fetting about it, will never want any thing. 

What greater things can a man delire from God, than a 
found Body,daily Bread,and as much ® & > as neceflity 
requires? now thefe gifts of God do abundantly fiow in 
upon us by this labour; if it were r.ot for the wicked Farn- 
ncrianifts who are not worthy of any good thing, and do 
contemn every thing that they underftand not, and 
(fo confcqucntly ) reftrain me from treating of thefe 
things, with any longer and clearer difeourfe. The whole 
world would be amazed to Ice the fo exceedingly ealie 
method of bettering of the Metals, and of making them 
perfect, and which method but few there are that know. 
But whatfoever we havcomited here, (hall, God willing, 
be fhortly delivered in my work of h, where we will de- 
monftrate by what means ® and ) may be extracted with 
exceeding profit out of vile (or common Lead, fo that 
we need not any other fubjed, but Lead and the Salt of 
the Earth ora Mineral fire (by whofc help, nature bring- 
cth (or advancethj all Metals to maturity) for the per¬ 
forming this work; and hence the word Alchymy (which 
fignifies nothing elfc but the melting of Salt) feems to have 
taken its original. 

He therefore that knows how by the help of Salt, to 
make Metals volatile, and again fixt (which is not to be 
done but by folution and coagulation) fuch an one knows 
the true and nnfophiftcate Alchimy, and follows the uni- 
vcrfal exhortionofthe Philofophers,where they f 3 y,A<fake 
thefixtHolatile,& tlnViolatile fixt,Dijfolve & Coagulate,&c. 

He that hath in any meafure meddled with Salt-petre, 
eafily perceives what my meaning here is, and what I 
drive at. He whom Nitre obeys,him do all things elfeobey. 
I have detcrmined(by God’s permillion)to erect a Tryurm 
phant Chariot for N itre,& to let it thereupon,as the grea- 
teft Monarch of the Word & to exhibit it to the ignorant, 

Whereas.novy 1 had written down this moft noble way 
of compendiouily extracting volatile and fixt Gold out 
of Stones, Sands, and Earths, and of farther augment¬ 
ing other ® and ) thereby, I found nothing pretermit- 
ted of what may any waics help to the profitably accom- 
plifhing the Work,fave this, viz.. Whence fuch aureous 
Subjects are to be taken, out of which we may extrad 
volatile and fixed Sol ; or by what means they (.viz.. ® and 
2) may be prepared by fuch like labour in great quantity. 

To fatisfie fuch as thefe 1 neither will,nor can deferr it- 
So then, as touching the Golden Materials, there hath 
been enough (hewn already to prove that they arc every 
where to be found, and put cafe there were nor.e to be 
found, is there not a Golden Silver every where to 
be found, and that Silver may be feparated from the 
Gold, be Cemented, and again made aureous, as often 
as one fhall plcafe. Yea, and Gold may be profitably ex- 
traded out of a certain (fort of) Tin, efpecially the 
Geyersbergickj and fo likewife out of fome Iron too. 

Now that fuch, ( viz.. Gold) may be made in great 
quantity wc maydiflolve the'® that flicks in Stones, with 
Spirit of Salt, acuated with a little quantity of Nitre; 
for fuch a fpirit will not be fo coftly as Nitrous water is, 
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fclves, I will a little ftretch out the thred of my dilcourfe, 
and will in fome fort delineate the very work it felf. 

Yon are therefore to know, that all thofe Minerals 
which contain fluxile for unripe) or volatile Gold, whe¬ 
ther they be Itony or not, do for the moll part contain in 
them fome Iron : Now then, when a man would thence 
extradl the O by the Spirit of Salt, it cannot be but that 
together therewith the Iron would be diflblvcd too, to the 
doing ofwhich there is much fpirit required : And albeit 
you may make the faid fpirit molt call 1 y according to the 
way by me delivered, yea and may befides, by the additi¬ 
on of fome even the moll mea - ’ matter again make excel* 
lent Nitre, foas that the Nitre tlicncc extracted fliall be 
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and belides this too, it will (after it hath been ufed in the 
faid feparation)yield excellent Sait-petre,of full as much 
price and value as the Spirit of Salt it felf was of- So that 
by this means we may extract the © without thofe colts 
(too) : And this moift extraction may be excellently well 
well performed in a Vaporous Balneo. 

But if we feek after the dry way (of doing it) then the 
Stones are to be mixt with Salt and a fourth part of N itre, 
and being mixtare to be made up into little balls by the 
help of fome far. Earth, fo as to flick together : Then are 
they to be dried in a peculiar Furnace, or clfe even in the 
open field, with a Fire of Wood, the which may be done 
in ones hours time. The Cementation being made, they 
are to be powdered,and out of the powder is a Lixivium of more value, than the cofts expended about the opera- 
to be extracted by the means of Water, and you fhall have tion •, yet notwithftand ing, this bufinefs is not void of all 
the © permixt with the Lixivium, which is to be thence kind of labour and trouble, and it requires diligent men 
extracted by the help of the folution of T?, out of the Li¬ 
xivium may Nitre be afterwards made. And now by 
this means may a mofl ealle and no ways coflly operation 
at all, beinflituted with fome hundreds weight. 

But as concerning the melting and reduction of the Tj 
which contains in it the ©which it caught, it may 
ealily be done, but ’tis by the bene¬ 
fit of a peculiar * Tigil or Pot, 
the making of which is known only 
unto my felf-, which faid Tigil or 
Crucible lads a long time, and doth not at all let any 
thing of what is thereunto put, run out, becaufc it has its 
cover made of the Lute ofWifdom. 

But now again here may arife another doubt, and it 
may be demanded, how we may have fo much Spirit of 
Salt for the moift way, or fo much Salt and Nitre for the 
dry way, as is requifite to make this extraction of the 
Metals- Salt-petre is chargeable, and the Spirit of Salt 
will be difficultly gotten in fuch plenty; and haply they 
will Hand us in more than the Gold thereby extracted 
would be worth ? To fuch I anfvvcr, It is not fo precifely 
neceffary to buy Salt-petre for this work, feeing that the 
faid diilolvent when it hath done what you would have 
it, both in the dry and moift preparation, may be again 
turned by the help of common Salt and other mean Sub¬ 
jects, into excellent Nitre: fo as wc may thence have 
more Nitre, than it was afore. And farther, as conccr* 
ning the Spirit of Salt it may be made in great plenty, in- 
fomuch that (by the benefit of one Furnace ) there may 
be daily made 50,60, 70, yea 100 pounds thereof, and 
out of every pound of Salt may you extract a whole pound 
1 of rectified Spirit of Salt with the help of two or three 
pounds of Coals: So that, that fpirit will in a manner coft 
nothing at all favc Salt and Coals, which doth again after 
it hath been put to its appointed ufe, yield more Nitre 
than the Salt and Coals coft- This operation therefore 
may be done without any cofts as it were. The things I 
l here mention are true, although I well know that fcarce 
1 one of a hundred will believe what I fay -, however I mat¬ 
ter it not,but it is fufficient to me that 1 know thefe things, 
and can exhibit (or demonflrate) them to any Friends. 

Albeit that this be a nioftealie Labour and of no ex- 
pences to extract volatileand fixt Gold out of Ores, Sand, 

Clay, according to the preferibed rule ; yet 1 queftion not 
but that many men that are given to flothfulncfs will de- 
lire here, a yet eafier way, whereby they may heap up a 
greardcal of Gold without any trouble at all To fuch as 
thefe, 1 verily could fhew an eafier way of extracting © 
out of the Minerals without melting, did I not count it 
wholly an unbefeeming thing, to detect all thefe fecrets 
both to Friends and Enemies alike without any diftinCti- 
on.I will not be at all wanting to communicate my morefe- 
cret way to thofe who deferve welLSc thankfully acknow¬ 
ledge towards me and mine,the benefit they havereceived. 

But yet, that the knack may be in fome fort manifefted, 


and it may be fomewhat known by what means Q and i 
may be gotten even out of the Ores and Minerals them- 


(not drones)of which fort there’s more fcarcity than nlen* 
ty. But now this which we treat of at prefent, may a 
beard lefs Country Boy of about fome loor 12 years old 
perform : It requires but little Fire, and all the (Metals) 
may be extracted in great plenty- Which to do, you 
mult know that where the Metals (or Ores) arc fulphu- 
reous, that Sulphur mult be taken away by the force of the 
fire, for elfc the Spirit of Salt leaves all untoucht. 

NB. However it is your beft way not to force away by 
the fires violence the Sulphur out of thegolder.ilh F lints, bc- 
cauie that fo, there goes off part of the fpiritual ©: but ra¬ 
ther extract every fuch aurcous Sulphur with a ItrongLixi* 
vium made of fixt Nitre, and precipitate it with 5 difiol- 
ved, and fo the aureous Sulphur goes to the bottom, and is 
to be edulcorated, and T? , 9 , or ) is to be thereto added, 
and fo they will feize upon the volatilc(Gold Jand the ® is 
by the means of the Lixivium made in fome fort fixt, and 
is to be feparated by deltilling of the : The cdulcora* 

ting waters do again yield Nitre. So that the extraction 
requires no cofts at all, at leaftwife but very little - 
NB. When wc have extracted the aureous Sulphur (by 
j the help of fixt Nitre, or fome other very Itrong Lee of 
1 Wood-afhes,) out of the Flints, and have precipitated it 
! with the folution of the ?, and edulcorated it, and fubli- 
med it by a Retort, there is thence made an elegant (or 
delicate)Cinnabar, which by the addition of the filings 
ofSilver may be changed (by Cementation) into fixt > 
which ) is aurcous, by reafon of the volatile ®, which 
was permixt with the Sulphur. Whereas otherwife, other 
Cinnabar is by this way (of proceeding) wont to yield 
only I 1 : For the filings of the 1' thereto added, become 
volatile, and vanifhaway into the Air, for the Cinnabar 
hath extracted the foul thereout-of, and hath by it made it 
felf fixt ; fo that there redounds no profit at all thcnce- 
frorn, fave only that the poffibility of nature is laid open- 
But now when the Cinnabar of this place (or mentioned 
in this place) is mixed with fufilc ), edulcorated and pre¬ 
cipitated with Salt, or with the Calx of h, either alor.e 
or elfe both mixt together (viz., the > and T?) they do 
greedily betake themiclvcs into each other, and there a- 
rifeth thencefrom a black tfor.c, which being kept in an 
apt (or fuitable) Fire by degrees, and that for a due time, 
doth daily more and more acquire a fixity : Yet do 1 be¬ 
lieve that it needs along time, to make it wholly fixt: 
which thing feeing I have not as yet any experience of, I 
will not here mention ought of certainty concerning it, 
perhaps fome particular TinCture may thence be extract¬ 
ed, becaufe that the fubjeCts which conflitutc it are excel¬ 
lent ones, for as Sulphur is faid to be the Father of all the 
Mctals,fo isj called the Mother. What may not a burning 
Sulphur not unlike the common Mineral Sulphur that is in 
all Metals, be extracted by Art out of any Vegetable? 
which(faid Sulphur') I have implanted in mercurial fubjCtes 
more than once,and have fixed it in them ; yea and by the 
help thereof have fo extracted natural Gold thcnce-from. 

Verily it is to be wondred at, that this feienceor skill 
hath been hitherto unknown to the Inhabitants of the 
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world? and that no body hath commited the fame to 
writing, , 

But indeed all men may ecafe to admire, when they mall 
confider that the Great and B Idled God bellows his gilts, 
and the knowledge of Nature to fuch only as it pleafeth 
him, viz. to fuch as bear an humble, and pious Mind ; 
and contrariwifc denyeth them to fuch as arc impious 
and proud. 

And here falls in a thing highly nccdfull to be known; 
by him efpccially, who would elTcdt ought in Chimiftry 
with profit (and that is this, w'z..)That there can be no 
bettering of the Metals a^pll (be it either in the univerfal 
or in a particular way)but by the benefit of Sulphur (which 
is;the father of all the Metals) & this both in the moift and 
in the dry way. (NB- The Spirits of Salt, ofNitre, Vi¬ 
triol and Sulphur, ferve inltead of a fulphur though a 
moift one, and perform their office in the moift way.) 

If therefore all the Metals were at firft a Sulphur (for 
no Metal is there wherein it may not be found, and be- 
fides too, it is known to be in all the Vegetables) by what 
means pofiibly can it be, but that being by the help of 
a Sulphur, Salt, and apt Fire, reduced to fixity, it (viz. 
any Metal) fhould yield good © feeing that it (viz. Gold) 
is nothing elfe but a fixt pure Sulphur . But for as much 
as Sulphur (as being of the Mafculine kind) cannot pro¬ 
duce any Metal alone, but that there muft neceftarily be 
2 thereto adjoined, (as being of the Feminine kind); e- 
very one is bound to feek after an apt or fuitable 2 ( a s 
being the Female) for his Sulphur (as being the Male) and 
to join that 2 to this Sulphur , and let thefe two cele¬ 
brate their Nuptials in Hell, where Vhlcan is Prefident. 

Now then, when the Agent hath adted on the Patient, 
and perfected the operation, whether by the moift or by 
the dry way, it {hews it felf to be a pure preduft, and 
fo much the purer too, by how much the Agent and Pati¬ 
ent were more or lefs pure. 

When we fow fruitful Seed in a fat Soil, good Fruits 
do thence - from proceed. Now then let Sulphur be 
the feed there, and 2 the field it felf, yet fo as that your 
Sulphur for feed) be pure, and that the 2 for ground) 
have no Tares in it ;but let it be dnely endued (or dungd) 
with Salt, and fo let it have the fruition of the folar beams, 
and patiently wait for the thence proceeding fruits. Now 
if you meet with fuch a fubjeit as hath both Sulphur and 
2 already joined together by nature; you are there only 
to begin the operation where nature left of, and fo by the 
help of Fire and Salt, bring it unto its due perfection, 
which nature was conftraincd nolens volcns to leave imper* 
feft, by reafon of the defeat of Salt and fire. 

1 could here prefent the Student of /VcmcfA^medicine, 
with fuch a foundation, as out of which abundance of 
commodious conveniencics might be expeded ; but the 
ingratitude of the men of this Age, prohibits the divulg¬ 
ing fuch things. 

Therefore do l herein follow Paracclfus, who faith, We 
cculd verity lay open mofl mighty Arcana in a very few words, 
if it feemed good unto God to grant unto all men the fame (e- 
quity of) Riches. 

Turn over and over his Writings, Reader; and thou 
wilteafily attain the foundation of the truth; butefpe- 
cially, view well fuch writings as he hath left us concern¬ 
ing Sulphur and Vitriol, which we will here rchcarfe in this 
place (becaufe of the affinity ofthe matter) for thy fake 
and benefit, which writings of his if any one can make 
nothing of, verily neither will he underhand thofe tilings 
which we ffiall add. 

And now are all things (requifite) fufficiently laid 0- 
pen to fuch, to whom God vouchfafes hisbleifing; and 
contrariwife, the fame will always remain hidden and 
unknown to the impious- 

Thus much I add (viz.) That neither can any Tincture 
be obtained without Sulphur , nor any Sulphur fixt without 
Salt; both thefe now are found conjoined in Vitriol, 


fron) which the noxious fupcrfiuity is to be feparated, and 
the pure is to be made fixt. 

Now follow Para cel fus his words, concerning 
SULPHUR, and VITRIOL. 

I Will prefent into yon , as one well slflPd, my experience 
in all rtfpecls concerning Sulphur, viz. what is contain¬ 
ed in Sulphur , both as to Aicdicwe and Alchimy, and to other 
things, and tin lefs God be against it and hinder, the operati¬ 
ons of Sulphur are fo jhtpendiotis and admirable, that the na¬ 
tural Light in man cannot enough admire them . Now if Cod 
himfelfdoth net hinder, then the deftbl is in the workmen,that 
fo handles the Sulphur as that the operation anfwcrs not to the 
implanted Virtue. 

Now feeing that every bai ling fellow is a Phyficinn, and 
every prater an Alchymift, this is the caufe why (in plain 
Terms ) the Sciences (of Phyfick and Chimiftry) cannot be 
brought to light. 

1 hisnowis the Foundation or Bafts , viz- That A Sulphur 
are contained fuch great Arcana and Virtues relatinn to 
both Faculties (viz. Medicine and Alchimy) that nobody 
can ever feat cb them out J affluently : 1 Jay,that theie litsfui h 
excellent Virtues hidden therein,as may very dcfervedly ca. 
in all Aden great admiration. For after long experience gamed 
in both Faculties, fuch arc the Virtues of Sulphur/b.v//^ and 
known to be, that there are rot many other things that are ei¬ 
ther itsfuperiour, or which may therewithal compare in Mcdb 
cine and Alchimy. 

Sulphur reproves Ariftotle, when as he faith that the fpe- 
cies of things cannot be changed : For Sulphur A tranfmuted ; 
did Ariftotle live now adays he would whclly be afhamed and 
blttjl). 

Thus far he, as for the many more additions that he 
makes every one may read them in his Works. 

As concerning my felf, I fay thus, That nothing at all 
can be done in Alchimy without Sulphur or fulphurcous 
Salts ; like as without fccd,ncither Vegetable nor Animal 
can; as is clearly evident,be pofiibly generated- Sulphur 
is inftead of Seed, and Mercury inftead of a Matrix: But 
you muft not think that I do here fpeak of common Sul¬ 
phur only,and common Afcrcury : £ No I H I do eomprife 
under them fuch as are far more excellent, and this you 
are well to heed. If now a metal be not fulphureous, ic 
muft be brought to a due foftnefs by the force of Fire, 
which is done thus, viz. Making it red hot and quenching 
it fome times in water. But if fo be it is already foft 
enough, then bare powdering it is fuffieient, without fo 
much as ever heating it red hot and quenching the fame. 
Put this podwer in Pans of caft Iron, and that there may 
be the lefs wafte of Fire, let it be encompafied with a 
wall or mured in a Furnace; fill them half full, and 
pour thereupon (whether it be Metal or Ore, or Sand, 
Stone, or Clay, or golden Mineral,) fo much of the water 
which we ffiall by and by delcribe, as the Iron Vcfiel can 
contain, yet fo that the faid Vellels want of being top 
full the breadth of 3 or 4 fingers,leaft as you ftirr it about 
fome of it fpil over- 1 his done, put to an hundred pound 
weight ofthe Metal or Ore, about one pound of an aure- 
ous, filvery , Magnet. Then put Fire under the Pans or 
Cauldrons,and make the water boil, continually ftirring 
the matter contained in the Iron Pans, with an Iron 
Spatula. 

Now forafmucli as this water is of fuch a quality as 
that it can neither dillolve ©nor >, ic leaves both the 
O and 7 ,and by reafon of theadmixtion of the Magnet , 
it attracts only the Iron or the Copper. When the wa¬ 
ter hath attracted as much c? or 2 as it can, it is to be 
drawn away, and more new put on in the room thereof, 
and you muft proceed on to boiling as afore-mentioned, 
and thnsarc you to reiterate this work, until all the & or 
2 ffiall be extracted out of the Metal, and nothing re¬ 
main behind lave a dead Sand, which may rnoft eafily be 
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feparated from the Magnet, by the pouring on of com¬ 
mon Water, for the fand mixeth in felf with it, and the 
Magnet remains pure in the bottom of the Veflel, which 
hath received into it felf the O and : This O now and 
> is again eafily feparated from the Magnet, which faid 
Magnet may be again ufed for fuch another work. 

Thus now, one only perfon can by this means daily fe- 
parate a great quantity of Metal from the © and ) it 
has in if, all the artifice eonfifteth in the preparation of 
fuch a water as extrarteth <? and 2 out of the Metals or 
Ores: And therefore mult it be of fuch a nature, as to 
diflolve neither ® nor > be neverthelefs ftrongenough 
to diflolve c? & 2 and tofeparate them from the © : For 
that the Magnet cannot extract the © out of the <? and 
2 unlefs they be afore dilfolved. But as touching the 
quality (or compofition) of this water; ’tis no ways ex¬ 
pedient to divulge it, forafmuch as the whole bufinefs de¬ 
pended thereupon, nor can any thing at all be effected 
without the knowledge thereof. When now Venus and 
Mars , orelfe Venus alone, or Mars alone, are extracted 
out of the ftone(or ore ) by the benefit of the faid water, 
the precipitation of them may be made by the addition of 
fome contrary thing, whereby it comes topafs, that not 
only its fharpnefs is taken away but alfo excellent Nitre 
may be thence prepared afterwards, which is to be fepa¬ 
rated from the Mars or Venus : The precipitated Mars 
may be reduced with a ftrong fire, and lo it will be made 
fluxile, and which eafily melts in a Crucible like Venus, 
and becomes malleable; yea, and of more worth than the 
beft Venus, beeaufe it performs very many profitable 
things in Alehimy, which we forbear to fpeak of here, 
for fome certain reafon. 

He therefore that knows fuch a menftruum or diflol- 
vent, and which requires nocoftsto make it, and yet not- 
withftandingdoth very well diflolve Mars and Venus( and 
leave the Sol and Luna): Such an one verily may in all 
places find plenty of Mars and Jupiter (Venus I believe he 
means) which contains plenty of both fixt and volatile Sol 
and Luna: neither need he be much follicitousabout 
Golden Metals or Ores. 

Forafmuch then as the whole Artifice eonfifteth in the 
knowledge only of the water, and in the manuals (or con¬ 
triving) of the placing of the Magnet , and in the fepara- 
ting all the unprofitable matters from the © and > •, he 
that does not know fuch a Magnet and how to prepare 
fuch a dilfolvent, by whofe help © ancf D may be concern 
trated, and 2 and $ be feparated from them, let him 
fearch hereafter even as 1 . my felf have done : But 
if fo be he cannot find out or invent either of them, let 
him get from mewhat he defires to know, and I will not 
omit to fatisfy his requeft, provided it may be done with¬ 
out my detriment and dilquiet. But now you mult not 
think that therefore 1 will give anfwers to all fuch as 
trouble me with their tedious Letters, for my time per¬ 
mits not the doing of fuch matters. 

There is yet another way by which we may expeCt 
profit out of fuch Minerals as contain in them much if 
we deal with them on this wife- Let it be reduced with 
the ftrong blaft of bellows, and you (hall find either a 
greater or Idler Regnlus in the bottom (according to the 
muchnefs or lefinefs of the <? that the ftone contains) 
which Regnlus eomprifeth in it felf the © and > which was 
in the Mineral or Ore, if fuch an Iron be malleable, 
Plates may be made of thofe Regulujfes, with are to be 
dilfolved (in the Cauldrons made of call: Iron) with that 
fecret water, out of which folution, the © may be extra¬ 
cted by the benefit of the Magnet , according to the afore* 
preferibed manner. But if the faid Regnlus be brittle, 
and not malleable, then may it be granulated : Nay, it 
would not be much amifs to make large Cauldrons and 
fuch like Pots thereof by melting, that may be of 2,3, or 
4 Fingers thieknefs. Nor muft we fuppofe that what the 
faid water dilfolves of the Cauldron and takes from it. 
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befides that which it receives from the Plates or Granu¬ 
lated Iron put therein to diflolve, is meerly loft: No, 
for even it doth in like manner exhibit its Sol too; fo 
that by this means a molt rich Mine-pit may be made. 

But fome will fay, whence fhall we have fuch Minerals 
that yield O, and that bring fuch great profit ? We have 
faid before, that fuch Minerals or Ores containing fuch 
Iron, are every where to be found : Nor can you light on 
any common <? which has not O therein, which may eafi¬ 
ly be extracted from thence, and that with molt great 
profit. This now is known unto molt (Refiners) that 
there is plenty of corporea 1 ©to be found in the Iron 
that we commonly ule which (faid corporeal O) is far 
furmounted (as to quantity) by the volatile © -, but if a 
man would feparate it thence by the help of fufion and the 
addition of h, it requires too much colts, and therefore 
men never attempted any other way of extracting it- 
All Germany affords this fort of lron(that is thus endu¬ 
ed with Gold) in a molt plentiful manncr,& I could ftiew 
very many places in which it may be found, if fome preg* 
nant(ornotable)caufesdid notprohibitme from fo doing. 

But that all men may know, that I tell the very truth, 
and do not like a vain man tell you of great Trcafures, 
and that they are every where to be found in Germany, 
and yet notwithftanding by reafon of their not being 
known are not of any ufe ; I will fhow fome of them with 
my very Fingers as it were, which haply in refpeCt of 
otherfomethat I know not of as yet, will be but a very 
few, and thefe very vile or poor, too. 

Firft of all then,all the Iron that is in the Pine-bearing 
Mountain and about it. doth contain both fixt and vola¬ 
tile © ; and this 1 have often experienced fome years 
fince, when I lived at Kttzttm in Franconia , and extracted 
thence from by the help of a melting Fire excellent O: 
For as then, the manner of extracting O from thence by 
waters only,without any melting fire,wasto meunknpwn s 
For at that time thofe moft eminent Men Mr- Chrtfiopher 
Herbjt, the chief Phyfieian of the Prince of Ar[parch, and 
Mr. Adam Renningen the faid Prince’s Lieutenant, and 
chiefof his Houfe, (or Governour ) in the Caftle of Blaf- 
fenburg near Cttlmback , prefented me various kinds of 
minerals, to try what was in them contained: And a- 
mongft thefe Iron ones I find all of them to be endued 
with Gold, which might be exceeding profitably extra¬ 
cted thence by the afore-difdofed moift way. There 
were likewife given me fuch like conditioned ftones and 
metals (or ores) which were found near Bamberg,o{ which 
we have faid lomewhat afore. The truth of this thing is 
the more confirmed by the Lord Fleifiman, Governour of 
the Province of my lingular Friend, who wrote 

unto me fome few months fince, that an excellent Gold« 
mine is found in the Province of Bamberg, but yet that the 
Gold thereof cannot at all be feparated from the Iron by 
the force of Fire; which volatility of Scl 1 fignified to him 
in my anfwer might moft eafily be amended. 

Now like as all the Minerals and the Iron it felf which' 
are found near the Pine-bearing Mountain, are very much 
endued with Gold, fo thofe which are found in Mtfnia ,• 
Saxony, Thuringia , and Bohemia , do abound with ) : 
both of which may be extracted thence by the way by me 
delivered, with very great profit. I know by good ex¬ 
perience that in the Hungarian © and ) Mine-pits much' 
volatile Gold and Silver is forced away into the Air 
through meer ignorance. 

Certain I am, that the Metals (or Ores) throughout 
all Carinthia and Styria do poflefs much volatile and fixt 
Gold; efpecially the Iron Metal (or Ore) : For 1 have 
many a time made experiments of that thing. 

Moreover, the Htrcinian Wood, Brunfmcl^, and Haf- 
fia yield fuch kind of Minerals. Nor is Suevta deftitute 
of fuch Iron as is impregnate with Q ; and amongft o* 
ther things I think good to declare, that fome few 
months fince, a. certain Bafilian Ruler fent me a potion' 
D a d d d of 
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cf Inch kind of Iron •, withal relating, that the lefl'er ex- j 
periment did there yield ten Crowns of Gold, and that 
an hundred weight was of this Iron fold for nine Florins 
price. Which Iron when I had tried by the help of a fil¬ 
ling or melting Fire 1 got a fufficiently great quantity of 
O, but in proceeding by my nioift way, I got twice or 
thrice as much. 

Such kinds of ftones as thefc are found in plenty 
throughout all Germany, to which may be reckoned the 
red aiTd black Talk, the Irony Talk, black and red Gra- 
nates, Smiris, Hamadtes, and the like, which always are 
endued with ©, if not with fb\c, yet with volatile Gold. 
So that now it is manifeftly apparent, that in thofe places 
where © is digged,all the lloncs are repleat with volatile 
Gold at lead:, if not with fixt © too: like as all the Iron 
that is digged in Spain doth of a certainty befides volatile 
Gold contain alfo corporeal Gold. Nay more, there are 
not only found fuch ftones that have Gold in them in 
thofe hotter places, but aifo in molt cold places too, 
witnefs Norway • where you may meet with whole Moun¬ 
tains conlifting of Iron, Talk, and Granates; out of 
which there has not hitherto been any ® gotten by the 
help of a melting fire with any profit; though I my felf 
have found ©, in the Idler experiments. 

La ft year Mr. J. IV. brought me various Ores out of 
the County of Eysfddein , that 1 might try what they con¬ 
tained. Amongft others, there were fome little grains of 
Iron round like a Peafe,though fomewhat lefl'er,thus gene¬ 
rated in the Earth naturally : This Earth as I was inform* 
ed,is altogether black, one handful of which contains io, 
15, 20 Grains : wherefore it is not improbable that all 
the Earth of that place is replcat with Iron ; thefe little 
Grains are fo very tradable, as that they may be made 
into Plates with an Hammer, and contain much Gold. 

Such a kind as thisof black Iron grains (yet not fo round 
or tradable as thole but now fpokenof) were brought 
me from Saxony, which are endued with plenty of Gold, 
but volatile ; they are eafily pnlvcrifable, and (as was re¬ 
lated to me) are to be found near the Mountain which the 
Germans call Gey erf.>erg,\\ here alfo is gathered a Tin ftonc, 
which doth alfo contain Gold, fuch as Mifnia yields more 
plentifully. Out of 100 weight of this Tin, 1 found that 
jo or 12 Crowns of Gold might indeed be extraded; but 
this work requires fuch cofts as far exceed the price of 
thattfdiich is extraded : and therefore they fell off the 
Tin, juft as ’tis digged out, to avoid the expence of ex¬ 
trading the ®. 

That which is gathered in thefaid Mountain, 1 haveof= 
ten tried, nor did 1 ever find it deftitute of ©, the which 
may be very well extraded by my moift reparation. 

The Stabclein Abbot prefented me with fuch like Iron 
ftones and fcveral others that had Gold in them, toge- 
ther with diverfe Minerals, fome 18 months ago, fomcof 
which were gathered in Wcftpbalia, fome in the Province 
Lit t tinge,in that part that is under the Government of the 
Eledor of Cologne, P. M. The Prince himfelf having a 
mind to fee by what means I would extrad the volatile 
Gold out of them, came unto me, but he died in his Journy 
homewards; fince that 1 have not received any more of 
fuch like aureous Metals (or Ores.) 

Amongft other (Ores) I knew an Iron Metal (or Ore) 
found in iVefiphJia , the half whereof was very aureous, 
but of no ufc, hecaufc the Metal-men were ignorant of 
the way of feparating thofe Metals from one another ; 
whereas notwithftanding both the pure Copper, and the 
© it felf may be moll eafily feparated from the Iron ac¬ 
cording to the way by me delivered. 

There were alfo a while ago feveral Iron ftones 
brought me by the Cologne Merchants, and efpecially Mr. 
Peter Scvet (P.M.') which are found in plenty in the 
Mountains, and do abound with much ©: Befides this 
too, all the Mountains of Germany, do yield a yellow 
Earth, endued with Iron and ): of which kind 2 certain 


Phyficianof Erfurt font me fome, which fas he related to 
me) at Eysfeldt near Erfurt towards the Province of Mo-, 
guntia is plenty thereof- 

Such an Earth containing filver, I my felf found here 
in the bordering places ’twixt Arnhcim and Embrid^, 
but not of fuch worth as that of Eysfddt is- 

Who knows but that that fame place which we cal! 
V i daw hides in it vaft Treafures. For I have found near 
Amheim a white Clay and Earth out of which I ex¬ 
traded fome > : Yea and I found there too, true Veins 
of Iron, which whether or no they contain © and J' I 
cannot tell: For I never proved them, but the firft oppor¬ 
tunity I have I intend (God willing) to make an Eflay. 

Thus ’tis evident that there is not at all wanting unto 
us the matter of effeding fome good and profitable thing 
by, but the loveof idlcnefs is the reafon why we negled 
abundance of fufficiently obvious Treafures- 

The Earth nourilheth men of diverfe natures ; for 
fome of them are altogether flothful,fluggifli, and extra¬ 
ordinarily backward to labour, and yet neverthelefs gee 
fat bodies enough : On the other hand,there are fome who 
are very diligent, & do too much confume themfelves,and 
concerning whom(being like unto a burning Candlejthev 
may fay thus of themfelves,fiy ferving others,am Jconjimed. 
And as much benefit as the Candle gets by affording a 
light unto others and by confuming it felf; fo much doth 
there redound, efpecially from ungrateful men, to a dili¬ 
gent man who by ferving others wafts and confumes him¬ 
felf. 

Thefc and fuch like moft abjed Subjeds are plentifully 
enough to be found in all parts of the World where Moun¬ 
tains are, and out of them may you extrad J and © by 
the help of my nitrous Water, were but the way of doing 
it known, which way hath been hitherto referved amongft 
' Arcana by reafon of mens extream ingratitude. And I 
pray is it not altogether ufeful and expedient that we 
fhould gather fuch Treafures, and make ufe of them to 
Gods Honour, and to the defence of Kingdoms and Man¬ 
kind ? Is there not fuflicient ftore of idle fellows, whom 
it would be very expedient either to invite to labour or (if 
they (lion work)to banifh them the Kingdom ? 

I believe that this blindnefs will hardly leave men afore 
they arc reduced to ftraits, but beware leaft you hap to 
begin to grow wife too late- 

This work, like as is every other perfedion of Metals 
is done by Sympathy and Antipathy: For that dif- 
folvcnt which drives off® and > from it felf, by Antipa¬ 
thy, all this doth a mercurial Magnet greedily attrad by 
Sympathy,feeing it it thus, that viz., as like loves like,and 
draws it to it felf ; fo one contrary hates another contra- 
ry,and drives it away. 

Two contraries do always produce a third thing. 
Where the Agentads upon the patient, and that this pa¬ 
tient is even enforced to fuller againft its will, and can¬ 
not by any means fhnn the force of the Agent, there muft 
ofneccflity arife fome better produd from them. 

When water is added to water, neither of them fuffer, 
bccaufe they are both of them of the fame nature : But 
when fire and water are joined together, the weaker is the 
fiiffercr, and from them doth a third thing proceed- 

Theftinkingand volatile Sulphur is the enemy of®, 
and common Salt, of 2 > ; and by how much thefe have 
more ftench the one, and fliarpnefs the other, fo much the 
greater is the hoftility they fhew. The greateft matters 
are performed by love and hatred; fuch things as are 
friendly beget a chearfnlnefs, joy, and vivacity : Where= 
as, on the other hand, the things that we abhor beget a 
teadious vvearifbmenefs, grief and death: therefore the 
more acceptable a thing is, the more it brings of life; the 
lefs acceptable the more of dolour doth it bring- All the 
perfedion therefore of the bafer metals confiftethonly in 
Antipathy and Sympathy : And if once we do but rightly 
know the nature of metals, all things are eafily acccm- 
plifhed- ' • 
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It is ftoried of a certain ‘Philofopher in Italy, That he had 
’committed fome evil deed, for the which he was accufed, appre¬ 
hended, and caft into prifon, being here /hut up, he could not be 
brought, neither by entreaties, nor by threats, no, nor by any 
means to confefs his faft; but at laft they put into his company 
a man of no fobriery or modefty at all, who did fo gricvioufly 
exafperaee him with his words, that the faid Philofopher could not 
brook it, and fo rather chofe death*, for he affirmed, that the 
mind of man was far more noble, than to be plagued by fuch a tag- 
rag, with reproachful contumelies. 

"Even juft fo is it with Metals, by how much the nobler and pu¬ 
rer they are, fo much the lefs will they commix thernfelvcs with 
impure things. 

Gold the pureft of the Metals cannot be knit with {linking im¬ 
pure and common Sulphur , for there is an antipathy betwixt them, 
fcalc alone is endued with thofe virtues as to be able to reduce 
contrary natures into agreement, and to commix them ; and be¬ 
ing commixt, the fixt 0 is able to make the unfixt Sulphur , like 
unto it felfin refpeft of fixity, whereas otherwife they always 
perfecute each other with hatred. Sol cannot fuffer any thing 
until it has gotten the nature of a Salt, and then may it be 
tormented fas it were) by the impure Sulphur , and be changed 
into better. 

When the Soul of the imperfeft Metals (which is a fpiritual ©) 
is to be forcibly pluckt, and fevered from its hody, it cannot pof- 
fibly be done without the dolour or pain ofthe Patient; for where 
thepureand fpirituousgoldenifh fubftance that dwclleth in the cor¬ 
ruptible bodies, is to be made Corporeal, and confequently aflume 
a more noble form, the firft form muft neceflarily be annihilated, 
that fo the hidden tender body may come forth to light and be 
feen. 

And this verily is done by another kind of way than the common 
and already known ; by which (laid common way) the Metals are 
feparated by Aquafortis from one another, and are afterwards Mol¬ 
ten. For if any one/hould make one Metalline Mals of d , 2 , ¥, 
®, and y , by melting, and then would again feparate them, by 
the help ofcommon Aquafortis y he would effeft nothing*, for the 
Aqua-fort is would diflolve only y and 2 and part of ¥ and <?, 
and leave the remainder with the © undiflblved; or if he fhould 
pour on Aqua-regia^ there would be only ® and 9, together with 
Tome part of ¥ and cf diflolved, and that which remains of the 
V and d (undiflblved) would be left behind with the y , and fo 
there would rot be made any good reparation. 

But if fo be that any one has a mind to attempt this thing on 
this wife, and fhould fay, T will diflolve <?, 2> or ¥, by the help 
of Aquafortis, or as much of it as poffibly I can, for fo the ) that 
is in the mixture muft needs be diflolved. Now then when fts dif- 
folvcd I will precipitate it (viz* the y out of the folution, by fait 
water (if it be fo yet)*, the © therefore remains, which could not 
be diflolved by the Aquafortis ; or, if I fhould diflolve the Metal 
(or mixture) by Aquaregia, then the © is diflolved, (but not the 
} ), and fo 1 can precipitate the© out ofthe folution, by a Lixi¬ 
vium, and edulcorate it, and melt it, and fo by this means may I 
get it. Well (let me tell you) that neither will this wayfadge, 
for thefe Metals, and efpecially <? and ¥ are too terreftrial, and 
admit not of fuch a reparation, though there fhould be in the a- 
forefaid Metals, abundance of Corporeal ® and J, whereas not- 
wiihftanding the greateft part is fluxile, and muft be again made 
fixt and corporeal by folution *, for in this work the already pure 
and fixt © and ) may be altered, fo as that a Mercurial magnet 
cannot be able to aflume them. As for example, Take you a 
Metal, as <?, Vi or in which (as is well known) there is 
Corporeal ©. Diflolve this in Aqua-regia , and precipitate the O 
by a Lixivium of fixt Salt*, boil this precipitate with 2 , and 
fee if that precipitated 0 will pafs into the 9 *, you’ll find not, 
for this © hath gotten a Cruft (as it w'erc) in its precipitation by 
the Lixivium; that is, ir is environed with a faline Tcrreftreity, in 
fo much that the 2 cannot attratt the 0. 

Neither likewife can 2 attraft or aflume fuch a filvery Calx as 
is precipitated out of the folution with fait water, and that by rea- 
fon of tiie terreftreity alone, which adheres thereunto by means of 
the precipitation, by which it is altered and deprived of a pure 
Metallick form. 

The truth hereof may you eafily experiment, on this wife. Dif- 
folve a particle of pure y in Aquafortis , and diflolve the fame 
quantity of pure ® in Aqua-regia , precipitate the ) with fait wa¬ 
ter, and the 0 with a Lixivium, fo as that the ) be precipitated 
into a white, and the 0 into a yellow Calx ; edulcorate both Calxes 
apart after ;he beft way that poflibly you can, with hot water ma¬ 
ny times, fo long till the edulcorating water be wholly fweet.then 
weigh thefe dryed Calxes, and you /hall lee that the } and ® 
yon took, are one fourth part heavier than before the folution of 
them*, and this is to beaferibedto the Salts only, that have ad¬ 
joined thernfelvcs to the Meral in the precipitation, and cannot be 
thence feperared by edulcoration ; and therefore fuch a filvery Calx- 
yields not'(when molten) a pure Lunar body, but a certain A/hy 
coloured Mafs, fluxile and volatile, by reafon of the Salts; and 
this Calx is not changed (or fwallowed up) into the 5 neithar 
before nor after its beisg molten, nor (after its melting) can it e- 


ver be diflolved by Aquafortis or Aqua-regia, which alteration pro¬ 
ceeds meerly from the Salts that have adjoined themfelves there¬ 
to in the precipitation. 

Even juft fo is it with fuch a golden Calx, which being feparated 
by precipitation out of the Aqua-regia with a Lixivium, will not 
have ingrefs into 2, by reafon of the impurities that accompany 
it; and therefore this golden Calx (when it is made hoc) kindles, 
and vehemently operareth upon it fclf, and this is meerlv from 
the Salts. 

From hence it is clearly evident that the Calx of J precipita¬ 
ted by Salr, and the Calx of <•» by a Lixivium, have not any commu¬ 
nion with 2, how then can fuch a Calx, which is (now') at firft for¬ 
ced out from many terreftrial parts, and imperfecl Metals, and fe¬ 
parated from,diem, have a greater communion therewithal, have in¬ 
grefs thereinto, and conjoin it lelftherewith bydigefting. Other 
v/ayes therefore muft be taken, ./which you may extraft the vo¬ 
latile and fixt Gold, chat lies hidden in J, y, h, or 9 : Now 
1 many there be who do in*vain learth into thofe things which they 
| know not the nature of, and io walk indarknefs like one that hath 
already fallen into a Pit. 

But if you come to know fuch a menftruum or diflblvent, which 
is an enemy to ©or >, and yet neverthelefs doth plainly diflolve 
d> V, 9, and h, then the fpiritual © that lies hidden, will mani- 
feftly appear corporeally and vifibly, and will pafs into the Me r- 
curcial Magnet. 

Befides, this diflblvent muft likewife be of fuch a nature, as that 
(when in the folution or digeftion of the imperfeft metals, it makes 
the fpiritual and volatile Gold corporeal, and cafts it off from it 
(as I may fay) by antipathy in the form of a powder) this powder 
may not be environed w ith anycruftinefs asabovefaid, but that both 
the Calx of ) and of G) may have their natural metallick fplendor, 
whereto the 2 may adhere, and may attrad unto it felf whatfoe* 
ver the diflblvent feparates by the continual digeftion. 

Farther, this Diflblvent muft be of fuch a nature as not to be 
fo /harp as to diffove the 9 for then the work would not fucceed; 
indeed it is fcarcely neceflary to make life of the 2 , to receive into 
it the fpiritual and fixt Gold which is feparated in the digeftion 
fixation and feparation of the Volatile ® ofthe Metals; for when 
it is once evacuated it will never again occupy (or feize upon) its 
impure body; yet notwithftandingthis chiefly is done for this reafon f 
viz* that the fpiritual © & > in the imperfed metals may be the more 
willingly made Corporeal, when it finds a fitting fubjeft wherein it 
may lie hidden and reft. Befides too, this fpirituajl © and > of the 
Metals, is indued wirh fuch virtues, as that it tingeth fotne part of 
the 5 into © and y , when it hath thereinto entred, whereby it 
yields the more profit. 

Thus much likewife are ye to know, that this labour does not only 
proceed in themoiftway, but aIfo in the dry ; but yet fareafier in 
the moift than in the dry way; yet in the (dry way) a greater pro¬ 
fit is gotten in a fliorter time. For like as to one mcafure of Milk 
are required 1, 2, 3 or 4 fpoonfuls ofSalr, that fotheCheefe (or 
Curd) may be feparated from the water (or whey), but there needs 
not the quantity of one fpoonful of the Spirit, which is much ftron- 
ger than the bare Salt: Even fo (lands the cafe with Metalline ope¬ 
rations ; for by how much the greater and more powerful the Agent 
or Contrary is, fo much the fooner and ftronger doth it perfed its 
operations. Hence it is,that where the Agent muft be yet more ftrong- 
ly adive(as in the dry way,it muft of neceffity be where the ftrong fire 
adds virtue and vigour to the Agent) it being confequently morecon- 
trary (or powerful) the feparation is fooner perfeded. For example, 
Let us fee how it is with Milk, where 10 or 20 drops of Spirit of Sale 
feparate fome cold Milk, there will need but half the quantity 
only when the Milk is boil’d or otherwife heated; even fo is it with 
our Agent, whereby we make the Volatile Gold in the more vile or 
meaner Metals, corporeal and vifible; it operates far more ftrongly 
in thedry way, than in the moift way; for in the dry way, the exter¬ 
nal fireaideth our fire, and hereupon fini/heth its operarion fomuch 
the fooner; but in the dry way muft another Magnet be made ufe oft 
Thus much let fuftice touching the particular wafhing or exter¬ 
nal purgation of the viler Metals ; as concerning the inrernal, 
central, univerfal wafhing, by which the interiour Soul of © and 
) isextraded for the Tin&ure, Ido not as yet (certain) know a- 
ny thing thereof, nor defire I to know fuch abilrufe and hidden 
things: content I am with fuch things as God of his meer grace 
hath beftowed npon unworthy me, and if God fhall fo pleafe, fo 
far to profit mankind either by mine or any others help, he will 
alfo prefent an occafion of laying hold thereon (viz* on the Tin- 
fture) for all good things come from God. 

Now in this aftion<or operation) is required an ocular infpeflion, 
fuch great things cannot be underftood by Books or Writings, 
and he that defires to excel in thefe (operations) let him take it 
in good part, that ( I fay) he ought frequently to here me as a 
mafter,and to fee me labouring about rhefe things, which otherwifb 
he will never learn, for the common Alchymifts are plainly igno¬ 
rant of this work; yea the Ancient Philofophers did hide iff 
as a fecret, the moft they could, that fo it might not be trodden 
under foot by Swine. 

But whereas I do fo dearly fet down thefe things, otherwife 
than ever any before hath done, the confideratioo of tee time 
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(or age; requires ic» and beft of all known it is to God, why he 
now delivers thele things to be divulged. Iorasmuch as mention 
hath been nude in the aforegoing treatife of Spiritual 0 , which 
might be extracted, together with the corporeal, and feme or other 
would perhaps very willingly know what is to be underftood by 
the name of lpiritual Oil think it not much amifs a little moie 
largely to explain thel'e things for the fake of the Ignorant. 

hvery Spiritual thing is inviiible, and void of a palpable body*, 
but now if a body be given thereunto, in which that fpirit may 
be made corporeal and vil'ible, then the fpirit is not any mure 
a fpirit, but is changed into a body *, if therefore the Spirits are 
good, they do likewife make good bodies, and fo on the contra¬ 
ry. For all the Philofophers tell us, that the Spirit or Soul in 
Iron and Copper is more noble than in 0 it felf, becaufe the bo¬ 
dy which it dwells in is grofs, te.reftnal, and impure. 

1 be cate then (landing thus, Cis no wonder that it thefe fpirits 
are fepsrated by art and iorce, and expelled from iuch grofe bodies, 
and joined to other purer lubjefts, they then produce lome good 
thing. Would no: the other Beaus reverence the Als clad in a Li¬ 
ons "skin, as if he were their King, and this mearly by reafon of 
his skin*, thougli inwardly he were an Afs? If fo beany man be 
but cloatbed in lilken rayment, and gogawdily, do not every bo¬ 
dy put off their hats to him, and honour him, though inwardly he 
haply is a thief or a knave*, and Toon the contrary, if a molt ho- 
neft and mo ft learned man go in tattered apparel, or at jeaft in 
mean rayment, is he not rejected, and delpiled by all. From 
hence it Sufficiently appears how linifterly the common people judge 
of all things, and neglect the infide, and only look to the outiide Jhew. 
’Fis the external Shape, according as tis good or bad, that makes a 
man efteemed by the vulgar either good or bad,comtempcible or ho¬ 
nourable, though his nature for education)polfeireth other properties. 

The like is to be underftood, concerning the contemptible Me¬ 
tals, Mars and Knits, which according to the report of all the 
Philofophers have more Tinfture in them than Sol it felf hath \ but 
vet by reafon of the grofl?.ef> of their bodies are they rejefted: now 
therefore, by how much better the means or way is by which this 
noble Spirit is extracted, and added to the pure bodies, fo much the 
better is the product. 

When therefore the grofs bodies or d and 2 are artificially 
broken, and the fpirit dufolvetl, and thence forced our, ic feeks it 
felf another body wherein it may dwell and be at reft. Therefore 
when we do by art difturbfas 1 may fay; the grofs bodies of Mars. 
Knits, Jupiter, or Saturn, and diifolve the pure Soul, and expel 
it by antipathy, out of its impuie houfes, and contemptible gar¬ 
ments, and fet before ir a pure $, it poirdfeth it, and fo alfu- 
metli another nobler body than it had before, and which then is © 
and*} , according as ’tis managed. This is my opinion, and after the 
fame manner is the thing to be underftood concerning Spiritual Gold. 

p uc w hat bufinefs have we here with the Spiritual 0 of Metals? 
Let us be content with the Corporeal, and leave the Spiritual to 
the Philofophers, to make the Tinfture with. But forasmuch as 
upon the occafion of my teaching the means of extraaing Corporeal 
0 , I could not leave the fpeaking of the Spiritual wholly untoucht, 
] made alfo fome kind of mention of the fame*, and it will be be¬ 
neficial to fome or other, who till they do underftand my mean¬ 
ing, may be content with the Corporeal @. But fucli as have open 
and attentive Ears to confider what my drift is in this difeourfe, 
my d oft line will be more profitable unto them, than either Sol 
or Luna . 

There is yet one thing more to be added. Jn fome places they 
are wont to reduce the Sol and Luni into a powder with 5 > that 
lb the C-orporeal ©and may be fe para ted and extracted from the 
Stone (or Ore), and this is no new or unheard of thing. 

But thi, is more rare (or feldomer uled): a Metal which hath not 
as yet arrived to his due matifrity but is as yet conjoined with his fir ft 
t ns. and confequently it flies away in the melting,and neither yields © 
nor'} .when it (viz- fitch a MetaU is commixt with 5 fait and vinegar, 
and let’lie to aft upon each other for fome days, it comes to pafs that 
the Mercury attrafis the immature, Spiritual tt)and J, and makes it 
corporeal and tm.fo as it may thenceforward be molten. If then the 
Spiritual © and doth fo ealily enter into the 2 , and make it Cor¬ 
poreal, it is yet much more facile to be done by my way, which 
is efFcCted bv the help of more ftrong (or powerful; inftruments, than 
by bare V only, and Salt and vinegar, with winch they mix the 
Me-ai with the 3. nor can they poflibly do fo much as my fecret 
merftruum which per.eirateth all things. ... 

When now the Matter, together with the Salt and Vinegar is 
duly feparaied from the 3 by the help of fair water, they pafs the 
Mercury through a skin of Leather, which is again ferviceaole for 
the fame ufes*, but that of it which adheres to the is thence 
leparatedin an Iron Retort, then is tried the weight of that which 
is feparated, and as much as there wantech of the weight of the S, 
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fo mdeh of J) do they receive in its ftead, which is a thing well 
worthy thenoting, and deferves a farther inquiry, and is not here 
fet down in vain. 

Let not any one defpife thefe few things which I beve here adjoin¬ 
ed, for theycompnfe in them moft great myftcries^ yea and grea¬ 
ter than moft will believe. 

Neither let any one imagine that Twill prefently communicate 
this moft noble Secret (which clearly fhines in the dark) to every 
ftranger*, no, no fuch matter*, I will (God permitting) fhew thefe 
things to my honeft friends, that fo it may not peri/h Together 
with me *, but however 1 will well think on that much ufed Proverb, 
Fide, fed cui vide *, Truft, but fee whom you truft. 

The Farnnerianifis have given me this document*, many there 
have been who have come unto me and declared the miferable 
ftate they were in, that what by the Wars, and by other misfor¬ 
tunes, they have loft their Goods, and have begged rue for the love 
of God, to fuccour them, by communicating to them 1 'ome ope¬ 
ration, whereby they might iuftain their lives, promifing that they 
would requite this kindnefs by their earneft prayers unto God in 
my behalf. 

Thefe and fuch like words have fometimes moved me that I have 
given fome fecret to one or other, and have beftowed on them an 
overplus too*, yet 1 obliged fome of them, that they Ihould con¬ 
vert it folely to their own ufe, and not communicate it to others 
without my privity, which thing they promifed largely enough. 
Bur as foon as they have been gone from me, they have prefently fold 
thofe fecrets of mine ro others, and which is more, to my Ene¬ 
mies. Now when by reafon of their ignorance, they did not know 
how to inftitute the operation aright, they faifely affirmed, that 
they bought this Art of me at a price, and that they have been 
cheated *, whereas they well know, that it was pure affeftion in¬ 
duced me to beftow thefe things upon them without any reward. 

The/e and fuch ocher like ctvfiTcopet (or Gift-hinderers) have 
deterred me from communicating any thing to others for the fu¬ 
ture *, and this I would have every one to confider, and not trou¬ 
ble me with either Letters or Viiits. 

Yet neverthelefs I will communicate ftore of my fecrets unro my 
Friends, that fo they may not clearly perifh with me, nor be 
thrown to my Enemies, and fwinifh men. 

1 have done as much as in me lay, nor will I omit to do more 
where I (hall fee a grateful mind*, in the next place I will (for 
the fervice of my Friends) treat about and fhew in the fourth part of 
the Profperit) of Germany, the Secrets of Saturn^ by what means any 
one that is but a lit Te verfed in managing the fire, may feek (or 
make) fome Country fellows, his tributaries, who may pay him an 
appointed tribute every week , after the Example of Kings and 
Princes, who beftow upon their faithful fetvants (that deferve well 
of the Country by their valour againft the Enemies) Kingly gifts 
as whole Cityes, Towns, Villages, and manySubjefts as an inhe¬ 
ritance, of whom they may afterwads receive Tribute and live ve¬ 
ry abundantly or plentifully. 

Now by how much the more Country-men there are that be 
Subjett to a noble man, fo much the richer is he fuppofed to be, for 
they pay the more tribute. And the more Ploughs the Country¬ 
man hatha going, the greater is the tribute he pays his Lord, which 
thing the governance of States or Common-weals induceth, as be¬ 
ing a juft thing. 

Now after the fame manner as thefe things are in ufe in po¬ 
litical governments; are they alfo in Alchimy, for it doth likewife 
when we have for feme time faithfully ferved under her, beftow 
on us tributary Country men (as ’twere) by way of recompence, 
from whence we may have Food and Rayment. 

The more Fields and Ploughs that we give to thefe country-folks, 
the more Tribute do they pay. Neither do thefe forfake their Ma- 
fters, for they are /hut up in a ftall, and when their bellies are 
filled with Coals, and that they are fife from the Rain (or Wea¬ 
ther) they are contented, and do perform the bufineffes that are 
impofed upon them. 

By how many more the Ploughs are which we give unto them 
(though one Country-man can hardly manage above two or three, 
fo much the more do they give. 

Such Country-men as thefe doth the true Alchimy diftribute a- 
mongft her Servants, whereby they may thenceforward lead a qui¬ 
et Life. 

If God /hall vouchfaft me life and leifure yet awhile longer, I 
have purpofed with my felf to bring moft mighty benefits unto my 
Country. 

In the mean while, let thefe things be accepted in good part, 
Thofe fame tributary Country-men may be /hewn my Friends, to¬ 
gether .with fundry other profitable Inventions, in my labora¬ 
tory. 
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THE 


FOURTH PART 

OF THE 

Profperity of GERMAN’/. 


In which are revealed many excellent, ufefull Secrets, and 

fuch as are ferviceable to the Country: and withall, feveral Preparations 
of efficacious Cates extracted out of the Metals, and appointed to Phyfi- 
cal ufes 5 as alfo various Confections of Golden Potions. To which is 
alfo adjoyned a fmall Treatife, which maketh mention of my Laboratory j 
in the which there lhall be taught and demonftrated (for the publick 
good and benefit of Mankind ) wonderfull Secrets, and unto every body 
mod; profitable, but hitherto unknown. 


The PREFACE to the Friendly READER. 


A Lt bough 1 promt fed, above a year ago, in the Preface to that Book which I publifhed of the 
Nature of Salts, that ( befides Salt } I would likewife adjoyn fome Broth and Jugared 
Sawces and Seafonings to the other Meats difht out upon the Table yet notwit hfi an ding 
fuch as are fearchers after good Arts, would not in any cafe allow me fo much time as to 
prepare thofe Sawces; and being prepared , to dijh them forth upon the Table : but earnejlly re¬ 
queued this boon onely , viz. that I would not forget to furnijh the faid Table with Cheefe and But¬ 
ter. The fatisfying of whofe requefl, I confefs my felf very ready to yield unto, nor doe I find any 
other objlacle , Jave onely the fcantnefs of time , which 1 am confirained to imploy about other affairs 
more neceffary. 

But however, feeing it is efleemed a very praife- worthy ad ion in a Man , by dtffufing his kind- 
neffes in many places to benefit many , I have deemed it a thing well worth while, to adjoyn (Jet¬ 
ting afide other things') unto the afore-dijbt-out Meats thoje promijed Sawces , with Butter and 
Cheefe, in to boot; but yet, with as much brevity as conveniently may be. 

Had a longer fpace of time been permitted me , I would have clarified the Sugar letter , and 
made the Sawces more favory , which the hafly pojling away of time hath hindered the perfor¬ 
mance of. 

Befides, forafmuch as 1 have promifed a Fourth Part of the Profperity of German)’, together 
with a difclofing of excellent metallick Medicines , it hath feemed good unto me (_ for the fulfilling 
°f m y promife ) to publifh thefe my mojl efficacious Sawces under the Title of the Fourth Part of 
the Profperity of Germany ; and the rather, lecaufe I have not time Jufficient for the defeription 
and detedion of other Secrets. 

Now by how much the viler and more contemptible cloathing thefe prefent Arcana's do come abroad 
in, fo much the greater and more noble virtues do they hide under their fordid or dejpicable ray- 
ment. I was of the mind, I confefs, to have kept yet longer by me this Fourth Part, that fo fjbe‘ 
ing feat abroad to publick view in a more convenient fedfofi it mought have been more adorned with 
Secrets of greater moment afore its being exhibited to every ones view. And amongfl thofe Secrets, 
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one eminent one, is the Concentration of Gold and Silver, and their reduthon into fttch a form and 
figure, as that it cannot at all he known by our Enemies ( who fometimes rufh in upon us unlookt 
for, (which [fore affliction'] God (of his mercy) keep us from.)) And fo by this means may it 
come to pafs, that fuch kind of Bodies being thus hidden under an unknown Garment, will not be 
robb'd and taken away. 

And whereas I have demonftrated in the foregoing Third Fart, by what means great Treafures of 
Gold and Silver may eafily be gotten in all places throughout all Germany, by the help of my In¬ 
ventions ; I make no queftion, ( nor indeed can it otherwife Le) but that fuch as are diligent 
Houfe-holders will liften unto my fayings, and put in pralhfe many of thofe things, efpecially feeing 
/ will both counfel and affifl them, as much as in me lyes. 

If now the fearching after fo great Treafures be [not] too fecurely and negligently handled, it 
will undoubtedly come to pafs, that our Country will ( by fuch a notable Medium, and fuch great 
Treafure ) be rendred even wholly invincible. Hiftory maketh mention, that the /Egyptians y by 
their skill in the Meliorating of Metals ) enjoyed fuch vaft riches, and fo great a power, as that 
they caft from off their necks the Toak of the Roman Monarchy, even untill that time in which, their 
Books compriftng the Art were burnt by the Emperour Dioclefian, whereby they were enforced to 
be fubjeft to the Empire of Rome. For the moft noble Art of Printing Books was in thofe days 
unknown, and their Sciences were wont to be written in Parchment with great labour and much coft - 
and undoubtedly they were not throughly Jlored with fuch kind of Books, whereby the Romans did 

the eaftlier get them into their hands and burn them. 

Now when once a Writing is committed to the Prefs, it may be printed off in an almoft-infinite 
Number, for a Printer will doe more in one day, than a vaft multitude of Scribes would be able to 
write. And being it is fo, who could pofftbly be able to fcrape together out of all the places of a 
whole Country fuch a multitude of Books , thereby to root them cut in thefe our times , and by burn¬ 
ing annihilate them, as the Romans did. 

This one thing I here fay, viz. Did I but know and find that thofe things which I have hitherto 
pnblifked, would not cnely be acceptable, but be alfo put in ufe and praclije , it would be as a fpttr 
unto me to ftir me up to adjoyn to what is already done, more and greater Secrets. Mean while let 
what is at prefent offered be well accepted, and what is prom ifed, be patiently expelled. 


Of the word Sawce, and what is meant thereby. 

I Have obliged my felf by promife, to adjoyn 
unto thoic my Meats which I have hitherto 
difht out upon the Table, fomegood Sawce 
and Pickle; which Meats, feeing they appertain 
not unto the plain common ways, but belong !to a 
very excellent Skill or Science; it is altogether need- 
full, that the Sawces be correfpondent thereunto, 
and that even they as well as the meats themfelves, 
be by realon of their favourinefs, grateful 1 unto the 
Palate. Now therefore as in the Feafts of great 
men, the Pickles are not fet on the Table afore the 
Guefts have fill'd themfelves with Flefh and Fi(h,and 
lo allayed their hunger, but are fet afore them (after¬ 
wards) as fo many Vehicles to drill down the Wine 
with the greater delegation, for fuch Pickles do for 
the moft part communicate a fweeter (or toothlomer) 
taft to all kind of Fruits, Seeds, and Spices, and Su¬ 
gar : So likewife muft 1, in the making and difhing 
out fuch Sawces for this Feaft of mine, mind onely 
this bufinefs, -viz. to take care of providing my fclf 
of the belt Sugar, and choice Spices; and thefe are 
extractable onely out of the Metals ; Saturn afford¬ 
ing Sugar, and Sol and Lime yielding moft fweet 
Spiceinefs. 

But afore I dilh out my Pickles, I have thought 
good to fet afore them a fweet Broth or Seafoning,- 
L togetherJ with Butter and Cheefe, that haply one 
or other of my Guefts are minded to dip a piece of 
Roaft-meat therein, or elle to raft of my Butter and 
Cheefe, whereby they may with the greater delight 
taft the fweetnefs of the following Sawces. 


And although I was minded to exhibit in this 
place Ibmc excellent and efficacious Metallick Saw¬ 
ces : yet notwithftanding I could not chufe but firft 
prefent you with a fore runner as ‘twere, fignifying 
unto you, how that by the help of Salt good Broths 
and Sawces may be made out of the Vegetables,and 
SaWces, ferving for the bettering of Cheefe and But¬ 
ter made out of Animals: that fo my Treadle of 
the Nature of Salts may not be at all defective, and 
that every one may fee what a moft noble and moft 
excellent Creature Salt is, .which is capable of ex¬ 
alting the Animals, Vegetables and Minerals to a 
far more worthy degree by fo excellent a Meliora¬ 
tion of them. 

Salt and Vinegar are commonly reputed to be the 
beft Sawce, and 'tis moft truly fpoken: For amongft 
all the Sawces and Sealbnings put unto Meats, Salt 
and Vinegar bear the bell; now the Vinegar is for 
the inoft part made of Wine, Fruiis, Ale, Honey: 
But as for Salt, if it be turned by diftillation and 
rectification into a fweet and acid Spirit, it becomes 
a fweet and ftrong Vinegar, and to be preferred be¬ 
fore all others: fo that there’s no need at all of the 
Vinegar, of Wine, Ale, Honey, and Fruits. We will 
therefore fhew unto fuch as are delirous of fweet or 
favoury Sawces and Picklings needfull for Flefti and 
Fifli, and of well tafted Cheefe and Butter,^ the 
way of preparing the fame by the help of Salt; 
whereby a Man may make himfelf for his own 
Kitchin ufe or Cookery, various Sawces as him lift 
teth. And having (hewn this, we will proceed on 
to the delcription of metallick Sawces. 

Fie that is delirous of a good Sawce or Pickle fit 
for Flefh and Fifh, will not find any thing that is 
more fit or proper than a well-prepared and rectifi¬ 
ed 
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ed Spirit of Salt, the which he may prepare with 
whatfoever Herbs and Spices he pleafeth, according 
as is agreeable to his Palare. 

For example, Like as orherwife moft acceptable 
Broarhs or Sawces are wont to be made with Wine, 
Vinegar, Pepper, and other Spices, and arc put un- 
ro rhe Boiled or Baked Flcfh or Fifh in the fame Difh, 
or let by the fame in little Sawcers, that fo all thole 
Meats may leave the more graceful! raft upon the 
Palate : Even fo may the fame beerfedted with Spi¬ 
rit of Salt, and char far more commodioufly, and to 
better profit chan if Wine or Vinegar were made ufe 
of to che confedtion of thole well tailed Sawces. But 
it is my Spirit of Salt I here (peak of, (which being 
prepared according to my prefeription, is of a molt 
delicate pleafantnels,) and not of that which is moft 
an end fold in the Apothecaries Shops, and in other 
fuch like places, and is for the moft part ill prepared, 
and not at all redtified, and confequently by irs un- 
gratcfull fliarp and harfh taft, it provokes to Vomit, 
if it be taken into che Stomach; ’Tis likewife of a 
yellowifh colour, and with its (harp conftridtion 
draws up the Tongue, whereas ic fhould be more 
clear and tranfparenr than Fountain Water, and by 
the pleafantnels of its acidity excell rhejuicesof Ap¬ 
ples, Grapes, or Limons. And beingfurnifhed with 
fuch a fweer or plealant Juice of Salt, 1 need not 
any Wine, Vinegar, or other fharp Juices of Grapes, 
Limons, Rafp Berries, Sorrel, and the like, to give 
a plcalanc and favoury raft unco my Flefh or Filh : 
for it may be done far better with this good Spiric of 
Salr, than with Wine or Vinegar : For, that Spirit 
of Salt ferves inftead of them all, nor is itat all fubjedt 
to corrupt as other Juices are, but conferves 
its fweet and plealant elfence without any decay. 
But if you would make ufe thereof fingly or alone, 
then muft a little Water or Sugar be mixed there¬ 
with, that the acidity or fharpnds thereof may be a 
little allayed, and thus may it ferve inftead of a 
Sawce to be added to either baked or boiled Flcfh 
or Filh. But now if a man be minded to add green 
Herbs for alterations fake of the taft, fuch as are 
Parfly, Garden Crclfcs, Spanifh Pepper, and the 
like; he may beat or fhred them final 1 and moiften 
i them with Spiric of Sale allayed wich Water, and fo 
pur them inftead of a cold Sawce to Flefh and Fifh. 
But if now the Sawce is to be poured warm to the 
Filh and Flefh, then muft a little Butter be thereto 
ufed, and that on this wife following. Take fon:e 
pure and clean Water, and make it lomewhat fhar- 
I per (with good Spirit of Salt) then ftrong Wine, 
Vinegar, put thereunto fome good Salt Butter or 
1 Frelh, at your plcafure; and likewife fuch Spice as 
(befides Pepper, Ginger, Nutmeg, and fuch like) 
you lift to add, as alio Salt if need be ; puc it in a 
little Earthen Glazed Pot, and not in a Copper or 
Iron Vellel, for they are altogether unfit for this 
Operation ; let the Pot over a lew Coals and hear it 
gently to melt the Butter, then ftir ic throughly 
about without cealing, with a Wooden Spoon, and 
then being molten it affiimes to ic felf the feline Vi¬ 
negar, and che Sawce becomes thickifh, the which 
muft be then poured out to the boild and feafoned 
Flefh or Filh. But if green Herbs, as Chervil, 
Parfly, Crelles, i'tperius or Spanifh Pepper, and 
fuch like are to be adjoyned thereunto, you may 
bruife or chop them lmall, and then put them into 
the Pot unto your hoc Broach or Sawce, and mix 
them well togecher, and rhen preiendy pour out 
your Sawce to the Flefh or Fifh, for by this means 
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the Herbs retain their taft and greenn id fo 
delight the Eyes with their lovely alped, nd pleafe 
the Palate wich their pleafanr taft, which would not 
be if they boiled much with the Liqunur, for then 
they would lofe both their fubcile taft and green co¬ 
lour. Moreover, you arc warily to obferve in this 
thing, that this Broach or Sawce be not let lie up¬ 
on the Coals too long, and fo the Autum fe pa rate it 
felfagain from the Burccr ; which to prevent, there 
may be mixt with the Sawce one, two, or three 
yelks of Eggs, which being well llirred wich the 
lame makes ic the thicker, and better to ftick on to 
che fopping when you take it out ol the Difh where 
the Fleih or Fifh is. 

Such Sawces do give the Fifli either boiled or fri¬ 
ed, a moft acceptable raft, and probably if fume Su¬ 
gar be rhereto added ic would do very well lor Flcfh 
too. Butyec, fharp Juices or Broachs are better and 
more agreeable for Fifli. Now after this manner 
may every one make his own Sawce ashelifteth, 
and render the fame with feme Herbs and Spices, 
the more favoury unco his Palate ; and confequently 
needs nor either Wine or Vinegar, nor any other 
acid things. 

If any one has but any pure and clean Spiric of 
Salr at hand, he may (by the addition of certain 
Herbs and Spices) prepare his Sawce as belt likes 
him, and make ic far more plealant and ddightfome 
than if it were made with Wine, Vinegar, or Ale- 
Vinegar, nor can you gee thefe every where neither. 
But the Spirit of Sale may be prepared and lo had 
every where, and therefore on that account too is 
ic defervedly to be preferred before all other feafbn- 
ings. 

Now in the Winter Sealon, when green Herbs 
are not to be gotten, the pounded Roots of Spanifh 
Pepper may ferve, or Muftard Powder reduced with 
Sugar and Spiric of Salt into hot and cold Sawces. 
Nor would l have any one to be fo bold [and foo- 
lifhj as to contemn thefe my Sawces afore he hath 
rafted ofthefame ; for I doubt not but that ifhconce 
comes to taft the dclighdome pleafantnefs cf the feme, 
he will prefer them afore all other, and will give the 
Vinegar of Salt its due honour. 

And now to give an experiment taken out of the 
dreafury of Salr, unto thofe that are delighted with 
die taft of .good Butter andCheefe; let them liften 
unto thofe things which here follow. If thou arc 
defirous to prepare a durable Checfe of Cows Milk, 
and fuch Cheefe as hath all che tokens of a good 
Cheefe, 'viz. fuch as is weighty, compact, clofe 
without Eyes, and putrifying Holes, void offline:- 
nefs and bad fmell, thou may’ft be a Mafter of thy 
defire hy obferving the following Operation. 

Take of Cows Milk, Sheeps or Goats Milk, or 
of either of thefe which thou haft at hand, as much 
as thou plcafeft, or as much as is fufficienc, (but a- 
mongft thefe Milks, Goais Milk is the bell, Sheeps 
next, and Cow Milk inferiour to the other two both 
in goodnds and excellency: ) Hear it at the Fire, 
and pour ic out into a wooden \ elfel (:Y. B. Iron 
and Copper Veflels are not to be ufed in this way) 
and reduce the Milk into a Curd by the pouring on 
of Spirit ofSalr. Now one Spoontull of this Spirit 
is enough to curdic ten mealures of Milk. This 
done, and the Milk and Spirit of Salt having been 
well ftirred about with a wooden Ladle and curdled, 

>ur the fame into Hair Strainers or in very clean 
Jnncn ones, that fo the Whey may drain out and 
be feparated, rhen gather up the ends of your Strai¬ 
ner* 
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ner, and lay thereon heavy weights and (queeze out 
all the wheyifh moifture. Then take your Cheele 
out of thele Strainers, and put it into wooden Vef- 
fels, and there break it into fmall bits or pieces; 
which being thus broken, fprinkle fome Salt, and 
feme of your pure Spirit of Salt too thereupon, and 
mix all well together with a wooden Ladle or with 
your hands well cleanfed: Being thus mixed, fill 
your Vcflels or Cheele Fats [which let be] greater 
and Idler [asneed is,] and Iqueeze and comprefs 
the matter well in, as they are wont to do in ma¬ 
king of Cheeles. Then expole them to the warm 
Air, and dry them, and it will give you compact 
and durable Cheeles, not unlike to thofe they call 
Parmelant, and fuch as will be void of Eyes, and 
of foetid and putrid Holes, Slimy nefs, and fuch like 
defeats ufually incident to the common Cheefes, nay 
they never are obnoxious to thole faults. 

The realon is, becaule the firft Coagulation or 
Congelation of the Milk is made by the help ofpure 
Spirit of Salt, which defends from all putrefaction, 
and not by the help of the foetid putrid Ren¬ 
net, from which nothing can proceed but Rotten- 
nels and Worms. 

Then farther, the Spirit of Salt being together 
with [Crude] Salt fprinkled thereupon (after the 
fqueezing out of the Whey) doth in an efpecial 
manner refift all that putrefaction that is wont to 
be in Cheeles, and condenleth the Cheeles, and im¬ 
pedes any fermentation, which dilateth the faid 
Cheeles and makes them fpongious and porous; 
and by thus condenling them, it makes them remain 
l'afe and free from all putrefaction. 

Such Cheele therefore as is brought to this per¬ 
fection , doth well deferve the preheminence above 
the reft, and is extolled by the praife of thofe An¬ 
cient Verfes, ■viz,. 

{claim. 

Good Cheele muft neither Argus be, Larg us nor Mag- 
Methujelcih, nor Habbacuck, nor Lazarus, [Amen.] 

That is, it muft not be eyed like Argus, nor tough 
like Largus, nor hairy and crying like Magdalen, 
nor hoary like Methujakm, nor light like Habbacuck, 
nor full of (linking holes and rotten lores like Laza¬ 
rus : which defects if Cheele wanteth, it well merits 
the title of goodnefs : and fuch are thofe Cheeles 
which are made by the help of the Spirit of Salt; 
do but make fuch a Cheele and try whether or no 
it will not be of a morepleafingrelifh than all others 
are. 

Such Cheeles are never corrupted, they never 
become tenacious, limber, full of holes, and worms. 
The Spirit of Salt being poured into the holes of 
Sheep Milk Cheefe, or Cow Milk Cheele, doth ei¬ 
ther kill all the Worms or caufe them to get packing, 
it contraCleth the holes, and turns the bad Cheeles 
into good ones, and this my felf have tried. 

Thus friendly Reader, haft thou learned how to 
make a fit Sawce for Fifli and Flelh, and likewile 
good and durable Cheele; it now remains thac we 
teach thee how allb to make good Bucter. 

If you are defirous of making good Bucter by the 
help of Spirit of Salt, and fuch as .is dainty, pure 
and yellow, and of a moft delicate taft, and fitch as 
will not eafily contract a ranck taft, you may ob¬ 
tain your deiire by proceeding on this wile. Take 
off the Cream from good Cow Milk, and make it 
into Butter, afore it be any thing mouldy, or of an 
unpleafant taft, and feparate the Butter-milk accor¬ 


ding to the ufual cuftom, then put the Butter in a 
wooden VelTel, and walh it fo long in pure cold Salt 
Water, until! there be no more Wheyilhnefs left,and 
thac the Salt Water do come off thencefrom, as clear 
as it was at firft putting on, and that the Butter ap¬ 
pears fufficiently clean, which walh it once agen, 
on this wile following Dillolve in pure and recti¬ 
fied Spirit of Salt, as much Salt as it will dilfolve in 
the cold : And herewichall walh your Butter anew, 
yet feveral times, and work it well with that Spirit, 
and by thus proceeding will it abfume the refidue of 
the Wheyifttnels which is the caule and rile of rank- 
nefs, and which common Salt Water could not re¬ 
move. This done, the Butter is to be (eafoned with 
common Salt according to the ufual manner, and 
thus will ic abide perfectly good for a long time. 
But now the big Sea Salt is accounted the fitteft for 
chis purpofe, which being a little heated red hot ill 
the Fire, comes to be of a very delicate whitenefs, 
and doth the eafier admit of reduction into fine Pow¬ 
der , and is better than that which is boiled up in Iron, 
or Leaden Pans or Cauldrons. 

N. B. But he that can get fuch a pure fort ofSalt 
of a fexangular fhape like a Dye, as is prepared in 
my Laboratory, he may ule that, as being by far 
the purer. As for the Velfel itfclfwhereinto the But¬ 
ter, prepared and cleaned after the aforementioned 
manner, is to be put, it muft be ordered on this 
wife following. You muft get you a new Oaken 
Barrel, and lo fteep it in ftrong Salt Water, not the 
common [Sea Water,] as that it may well imbibe 
the Salt into this Vellel muft the Butter, walht as 
aforefaid, be preft and thruft in fo tight and dole, 
that there may not be any hole or gaping place lefc 
therein; but you muft leave two lingers breadth 
in the Barrel at top of the Butter, which is to be 
filled up with Spirit of Salt, glutted with good and 
pure Salt diffolved therein, that fo the Butter may 
be well covered over, and all Air being excluded, it 
may keep fine and favoury a long time. Now when 
you would Difti out fome of this Butter on the 1 a- 
ble, you muft take it out of your Tub with a clean 
Wooden Spoon, and not an Iron one, and wafh 
the fame in pure and clear Water afore you eat it, 
if you would not have it retain the fharpnefs of the 
Spirit of Salt. 

Well, here is yet a better way ftill, viz,. Take 
new Butter and let it melt very gently over the 
Coals, and it will be covered over with much fro¬ 
thy Cheefynefs, let that froth be neatly feummed 
oft ; which being fo done, it will look in the Pot 
like to a pure and clear Oil, pour it out very clear¬ 
ly into another Velfel, thac the lediment at the bot¬ 
tom may abide behind. This Butter when ‘tis cold 
looks juft like yellow Wax, but yet isiralittlefof- 
ter thanjt oughc to be, and therefore it muft be well 
wrought ics due time with Spirit of Salt impregnated 
with new Salt, that it may obtain the hardnefs of 
common Butter, and then be falced, and bariel’d 
up, and kept for ule, which will be. far better than 
the common Butter. For although this purging it 
by the Fire takes from it all its Cheelynels, from 
which it had its hardnefs ; yet notwithftanding the 
Spirit of Salt gives unto it a far different and much 
better hardnels, and caufeth it to exccll all other 
forts in goodneis and long keeping. 

Thefe things was 1 willing to take out of my Kit- 
chin and fet atore'you, namely Sawce, Cheefe, and 
Butter of good and exquifite raft,which if they pleafe 
not che Palace of fome or other, I would have him 

even 
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even forbear to ufe them. It is not without feme 
weighty caufe that I have done thefe things, which 
well know will undoubtedly undergo the perverfe 
C enfures of Spies and Mockers, who probably will 
fey, what Wemanifh Toys, and Childrens Baubles 
doth Glauber here Tattle about, making himfelf a 
Laughingstock to the Women, and Female Sex, 
who will lay of him, that by his teaching to make 
Butter and Cheefe, he hath thruft his Sickle into 
the Womens Flarveft. Well, let them prate as 
pleafech them, Geefc are not wont to utter ought 
clle but a Goofe like Gagling. For my part 1 minded 
nothing elfe but to have this Treatife be a meer Wo¬ 
man's Work, and Boys Play, [but yet] it will re¬ 
veal to the Ignorant more good, than [is attainable] 
by the perverfe inftrudions of all fuch Autfiours 
whofe Writings are Spinn’d out to that height offub- 
tility as to exceed every ones Capacity. 

Tis not every one that will eafily apprehend thofe 
[Knacks] which I teach and reveal under this 
Cheefe-makingTrade, and thefe Kitchin Operations; 
nor indeed doth it much matter that they fhould 
underhand. God will open the Eyes of fuch as he 
(hall judge worthy of fuch great gifts, and will con 
ceal and hide the lame from the Proud and Wicked 
Crew. 

Having thus finifhed this Cheefe and Butter-ma¬ 
king : Let us in Gods Name enter upon another 
Work of Women, and Boys Play, which Kitchin¬ 
like Labour, and Cheefe and Butter-making, is 
meerly metallick and doth far excell in excellency 
ind nobility the hitherto defcribed Operations, al- 
hough it be performed by the help of the felf lame 
Salt. For without Salt no imperfe# Metal can 
:>e really bettered, the very title of the Art it felf 
vvirnefling as much, which being filled Alcbymy, 
ignifies no other thing than a melting of Salt: but 
yet I do not not tell what kind of Salt is here to be 
inderftood, [or, that any kind ofSalt is here meant] 
jut thus much onely do I averr, that the tranfmu- 
ations of the Inferiour Metals muft be effeded by 
Salt 

Now then, forafmuch as this Treatife of mine de¬ 
fends on a former, intituled of the nature of Salts, 
is being ap overplus; (b it is likewife altogether ne- 
':efiary, that inftead of Fruit and Sugar, 1 ufe Salts 
ind Metals about the preparation of thefe my Saw- 
:cs. 

And whereas the making of the Sawces [ or 
Iweet-meats] with Sugar, doth not onely belong to 
he meaner Sex, but alio to the more noble, and yet 
ieverthe!els the Operation it felf is nothing elfe but 
i meer walking and boiling, and a true Womens 
Vork, we will therefore in our defcription bring 
he feme upon the Stage under the Title of tlie Work 
if Women, and Play of Children. 

If we rightly look upon the Work of Women, 
.nd compare our metallick labour therewithal!, there 
>refents it felf unto us, a very notable agreeablenefs 
jetwixt them. The Womens Work is to boil and 
vafh, and when they are about to boil, they fet 
heir Pots over the Fite, and having wafht their 
'lelh, they ftrow thereon feme Salt and Spices, and 
oil the feme in the laid Pots with Water, Wine, 
r Vinegar, till it be tender, and become fit to be 
aten. They likewife feed the Fire they boil withal] 
y putting Wood thereon, whereby the heat may 
e kept up, and no impediment may betide their 
r Vork : And this is the way and method obferved 
y the Female Sex in their boiling. 


I But as to their walhing off the filth from their 
Cloaths, they are wont in the fitfi place to pour 
hot Warcr thereupon thereby to wafh olf the more 
1 grofs part of the Dirt: and then they ufe a fharp 
Lee, or feme Sope, of even both together to rake 
away the remainder of the filth, and to wafh out 
all the Spots and Dirt, then do they agen wafh off 
the Sope and Lee with fair and hot Water : But as 
for the odour that the Sope leaves, ,and which by no 
walking how much or how oft feeder it be done can 
be carried off, to get that ofF I fey they arc wont to 
lay their I.innen out in the open Field, and fprin- 
kle and moiften it with pure Water, which being 
dried by the Sun, Air, and Wind, they do agen 
repeat the feme labour, untill all the (linking I'mell 
of the Sope be drawn forth by the Sun and the Air, 
and a better and more wholfome Odour come in its 
room. Then at laff they dry them at the Air and 
Sun, and being dry, they fold them up and put 
them in their Chefts and Trunks, and keep them 
for their ufe 

Juft fo do we deal with Metals, when we wafh 
oft their defi'ements, and do by boiling turn them 
into wholfome Food or Medicaments ; but yet we 
do not ufe common Vinegar, common Salt, and 
common Spices, but mineral or metallick fubjefts, 
as alfo a duplicate Fire, viz,, one of them is a fecrer, 
philofbphical, moift, cold, and vaporous Fire ; and 
the other is the elementary and common Fire, by 
which we ftir up the former Philofbphical Fire to 
difplay its virtues, and render it powerfull and effi¬ 
cacious. 

The elementary Fire we make with Wood, Coles, 
or Oil: The univerfel Agent, or Philofbphical’ 
Cold, Moift, Digefting, Penetrating, Mundifying, 
Bettering, and not Burning, but Conferving, and 
vaporous Fire, we feek for in Salt, and leave the 
Operation to the vivifying Sun and Air; which be¬ 
ing well done, we obtain wonderfull Piants, and 
mofl efficacious Food, or Sawce for our Life. 

And forafmuch as niy purpofe here is, to treat of 
fuch metallick and medicinal Sawces, I will here in 
God’s name adjoyn feme of them, which being as fo 
many femplers or patterns,every one may at his plea- 
fure imitate in compofing and making of the like. 
And he will here find a way ofconfedtingfeme good 
Medicament, as clearly and evidently demonftrated 
by me as was lawful! for me to do, nor was it in my 
power to difeover the feme more perfpicuoufly : And 
therefore I befeech every one to take in good part 
what is here prefented, and to forbear to trouble 
me for the time to come with ncedlefs queftions. 

So then, feeing I am about to treat in this place of 
metallick Sawces, it is alfo behovefull to have a me¬ 
tallick Sugar and Spice, and this, Saturn will afford 
us in the fleed of the common [Sugar] by whofe 
help we reduce Sol and Lune as being moff excellent 
Spices, into moll effe&ual Medicines. 

Nor would I have it feem ffrange to any one that 
I ufe Lead here inftead of Sugar, for the inmoft juice 
of Lead, doth exceedingly out go the fweetneft of 
any Sugar, which thing IJ'aac Holland doth very evi¬ 
dently tefiifie in his Treatife of Saturn . The Chy- 
mifts do frequently extra# a fweet Salt out of Lead, 
with diftilled Vinegar, and call it the Sugar cf Lead, 
and do very well know and find that there is fuch a 
fweecnefsin Lead asis not in any other Metal befide. 
From it therefore will we prepare our Sugar to make 
our metallick Sawces wit ball, as follows. 
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Take of Leadafhes one, two, three, or more 
pounds, which put in a ftrong well glazed Earthen 
Pot then pour thereupon fome Wine or Ale, Vi- 
neaar, or Vinegar of Honey, as much as may over 
top it an hands breadth. Set your Pot upon the 
Coals and make the Vinegar boil. 

N. B. The Alhes are to be uDcdfantly ftirred, in 
the boiling with a wooden Spatula , lelf they gather 
into one entire lolid Mats: After that the Vine¬ 
gar has boiled ivp about half an hour, and is be¬ 
come yellow, and as fweet as Sugar, you mud do- 
cant it from rhe Afhes, and pour on more, and agen 
boil it, and extract more fweetnefs, and this labour 
mud you repeat (o often untill the Vinegar can ex- 
trad: no more fweetDcfs; then having put all thefe 
Vinegars together, pour them gently oft from the 
Fatces that fettle in the bottom of the Veflcl, and 
being thus feparated, filter the fame through Cup 
Paper or by a filter, that fo the Liquors may be 
very clear, and may give you by feparation, that 
fweetnefs of the Lead which they hold up in 
them. 

Into thefe clear Vinegars, therefore being put in a 
Glafs Vefl'eJ, pour thereinto (by little and little) as 
much rectified* Spirit of Salt, that fo the yellow Vi¬ 
negar may be turned into a white Milk, and may by 
little and little fettle to the bottom likecurdledChecfc, 
from which the Vinegar being now become agen 
clear is to be removed by decanting ; then put the 
Saturnine Cheefe in fome ftrong Linnen Cloath and 
tie it hard up, and Iqueeze out the rendue of the 
moifture, and fo dry it and lay it by for ule. It is a 
moll render Powder, of a bright fnowy colour, and 
void of all taft ; for in the precipitation, all the fweet¬ 
nefs being introverted by the Spirit of Salt, hath 
hidden it left within, which doth again afterwards 
(when that mafs fhall be reduced into a Sawce) fliew 
it felf, and difeovers its former taft, as we fiiall hear 
anon. 

I would have the friendly Reader know, that I 
am not minded to produce here many and divers 
Operations, for 1 am ftraitned in my time, which 
flops me from giving you a more prolix and circum- 
ftancial defeription: 1 do onely propofe fome few, 
and leave every one to his fancy to make the reft of 
the Sawces or Medicaments, according to the ways 
here preferibed, according to his likeing, and that 
as many as he wiil, and out of fuch lubjccts as belt 
pleafeth him. 

But thac I may contraT thefe things concerning 
my Sawcesinto a narrow room, 1 fuppofe it is wed 
enough known, that Sawces and Junkets are difht 
out in the fecond conrfe for this ctid, either to clofe 
up and (L engthen the Stomach, or that if a f uelling 
ftorm be at hand it may drill the readilier down into 
the Stomack by thefe kinds of Vehicles. 

But yet my purpofe is not directed to this end as 
to teach the making of fuch banqueting Difhes in 
this place, as may allure Wine into the Stomach by 
fuch an unprofitable Prodigality, and fo detriment 
the Body it felf too. No, but the main drift of-my 
Sawces fhoukl rather be this, viz,, to remove that 
evil which is ftirred up in the Body of Man, by the 
common Junkets and the overmuch guzling in of 
Wine, and to ftrengthen theStomach, Heart, Brain, 
and other Members of the Body, to heal the parts 
rhatare hurt, and in particular, to reftore them to 
their former health: And finally, to be as a kind of 
guide and manududion to lead 011 the Iugeny of 
Men in fuch wile, as that they may by an ealier way 


arrive unto the Knowledge of the univerfal Me¬ 
dicine. 

To begin therefore, I confefs that of [all] fruits 
preferved with Sugar, none have a more grateful! 
taft on my Palate than Bar-berries, and Ribes, or 
St. John's Grapes as they call them ; which fruits, 
preferved up with Sugar, do not onely get the Sto¬ 
mach an Apiecite, but do vvitliall allay Thirft, and 
do extinguifh all the internal heat ftirred up and kind¬ 
led by overmuch drinking : The like mctallick 
Sawce or junket flialt thou prepare on this wife. 

Buy fome Steel filings of the Needle-makers, and 
take thereof as much as you plcafe, diffolve them in 
rectified Spirt of Salt, which Solution will be green, 
and be of a fweotifhtaft ; abltrad the infipid Phlegm, 
infipid 1 fay, lor although it be a very ftrong Spi¬ 
rit of Salt that is poured upon the Iron, yet never- 
thelefs no Spirit comes oft', but onely an infipid 
Phlegm in the abllradion and diflillation, and the 
Irons retains all the acidity of the Salt, and remains 
a red, fweecifh, aftringent Juice. 

Take of this, and of the Saturnine Powder which 
we taught you the making of but now, of each a- 
like weight, and put them into a well coated Retort, 
and the Saccharin// Saturni will prefently drink up 
the Juice of the Steel Put the Retort in a VefleL 
fill’d with Sand, and augment the Fire by little and 
little that all the infipid Phlegm may be wholly 
drawn off. When ‘tis all come oft', and that acid 
drops begin to come, then mult you apply thereun¬ 
to a Glals Receiver, and the Fire is to be encrealed 
by degrees untill the Retort be throughly red hot, 
which muft continue fo about an hour, or half an 
hour a leaft. By this means, the Spirits of the Sale 
which were in the Steel, do almoft wholly come over 
into the Receiver, and do carry over with them [the 
1 Spirits] of the Saccharum Saturni , and oil of Mars , 
in the form of a red fublimate,which fettles it felfin the 
neck of the Retort, which fublimate when the Re¬ 
tort is cold and broken you muft take out of its 
Neck, and keep it from the Air, for in the Air it will 
dilfolve into a red, fweet, and Aftringent Oil, ofno 
Ihiall virtues in Medicine and Alchymy. In the 
bottom of the Retort you will find a molten Mals, 
rclembling Lapu lLe?natitu, which being feparated 
from all defilements, will give you a red, brittle, 
fufile Stone, and in fome lort aftringent, of great 
virtues in Medicine, and without doubt in A.chy- 
my too, if it were but firft made conftantly to abide 
in the Fire. And even this too, muft you keep 
from the Air, for it is ftill impregnated with the Salts, 
and therefore is cafily refolved. 

Now when you would make ufe of this Stone in 
Medicine, break a little bit thereof into (mail Pow- 
• dcr (for it is no harder than other Salt, and there¬ 
fore dotheafily admit of grinding to Powder.) This 
Powder heals both internal and external Wounds 
and Ulcers, beingaummiltred in the quantity oftwo, 
three, four, five, fix, or more Grains, according to 
the age and condition of the Sick, and being taken 
in a convenient and proper Vehicle, it islvghly Sa¬ 
native and a ftopper of Bloud. Being applied ex¬ 
ternally to Wounds, it wonderfully lorvvards hea¬ 
ling ; hinders all Symptoms, and fundamentally 
dries, and cures all Ulcers and Fillulaes, if uled out¬ 
wardly and inwardly too. 

It doth 1110ft fufely and moft certainly help all the 
overflowing of the Menles 111 Women, and is fo ex¬ 
cellent a Medicament in the Djjmtery, Lien:try, and 
other Fluxes of the BelJy, that its like is not to be 
found. Thus 
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pafs, as having Gold and Silver at hand, which are 
more ripe. 


Parc I. 

Thus have we that true anJ genuine ILematuis 
of the Ancient Phyficians, of which they have writ¬ 
ten (o many things, but what through the carelef- 
nefs of the Phyficians that fucceded them, and what 
through the length of time it became wholly loft, 
inftead of which there hath been hitherto uled the 
infoluble and hard Stone of Iron. 

The Ancients impofed upon their more noble Me 
dicaments, Names deduced from fimilitudes or re- 
femblances, as may be feen in this our living Hatma- 
latu, and in the dead Hamatatis of the common 
Phyficians, which is call’d for at the Apothecaries, 
and adminiftred to Hop Bloud withall; But yet it is 
nothing el(e lave the Stone of Iron, and Inch Oar as 
js very rich and abounding with this Metal, the frag¬ 
ments of which appears [either] in the form of 
Ipear-like Stria’s or Streeks, or like a cleft ftone. 
This our live Hatmautis is of the fame form, buc 
foluble, and isof a very plealantand afiringent fweet- 
nels, and containeth mod efficacious virtues for the 
allaying of all bloody Fluxes both outward and in¬ 
ward. Now that common and well-known Heema- 
titis doth not pollcfs any more virtues than that 
Iron Scinder-dult which the Smiths finite ott at the 
Anvil, doth And as for that red Sublimate which 
afeended up in the neck of the Retort, it is twice ftron 
gcr in lubduing the afore-mentioned difeafes, but it 
is not of fo fweet a Taft as is the Stone it felf, which 
redded in the bottom of the Retort. And being ex¬ 
ternally applied in e’eanfing and mur.difying old Fi 
flulous Ulcers, it works much ftronger than this our 
Hxmatius ( which is more pleafantly adminiftrable 
in internal defe&s 1 doth. But whoever lie be that 
knows how ( by many Solutions and Coagulations ) 
to make this Stone conftant in the fire, will obtain a 
far more excellent Medicament : concerning which, 
we will fpeak more in the end of this Treadle. 

This now is fuch a Sawce or Junker, as every 
good Phyfician and Chyrurgeon hath juft caufe 
moft highly to efteem in all Fluxes and Sores, both 
old and new, if he would obtain that repute which 
he thirtieth after ; for it is endued with great Virtues, 
whereas on the contrary, the Juyce of Sloes, the 
common Ilawatttis, and Crocus mart is , are, in com¬ 
panion of this, to be accounted of as meer dead Me¬ 
dicaments. 1 cou’d tell you of more virtues that are 
in the red Sublimate, and this in an efpecial man¬ 
ner, viz,, that without Leing either bound on, or in¬ 
wardly taken, but fympatherically and at a diftance, 
it is able to cure any ilfucs of Blood whatever. But 
I fliall doe better to pafs thefe things over in filence, 
becaufe to the gi eateft part of unskilfull Men, they 
will not one'.y teem wonderful], bur impoffible like- 
wife. However, I commend to every ones accepta¬ 
tion this fo excellent a Medicament, for all internal 
and external lfiues of Blood, in all wounds and hurts, 
as alfb in all the obfrrudlions of the Spleen, Liver, 
gnd other members of the body. 

After fuch a manner as this, may any one eafily 
turn all the Metals into Sugars, and into moft ex¬ 
cellent Medicaments. But forafmuch as the Metals 
are not all of them indifferently fit to be adminiftred 
inwardly to the lick, I will make mention of Gold 
and Silver onely as being the belt of all, and pafs by 
the others, and will teach the preparation of yet 
more Sawces and Junkets; Copper, Tin, and Ar- 
gent-[wvt] are lomcwhat cruder bodies, and re 
quire greater care and diligence, to have the Tide 
of good Medicaments. We will therefore let them 


'the maimer cf Preparing a good Sawce or f unite t out 
of Silver , which he!petb the Diftempers and Difea¬ 
fes of the Brain. 

T HE skil full Chymical Phyficians have affigned 
Silver for a Medicament for the Brain, which 
Aflignment of theirs I acquiefcc in, and doe here 
prefent you with fuch a Sawce or Junls z as is of 
moft efpecial ufe for the fuccouring of the Brain. 

1 ake of common Aqaa Fort is ( fuch as is common¬ 
ly ufed about the dillblution of Silver) one pound : 
In two ounces of which you muft diffolve one ounce 
of pure Silver ; Difl'olve likewife one ounce of Lead 
by it felf: Put both Solutions together in a glafs with 
a wide mouth ; and being thusmixt, pour thereupr n 
as much rectified Spirit of Salt as is fufficient for the 
precipitation of both the Metals Pour off the dear 
water from the precipitated Metals, and pour upon 
then) fome frefh water, and ftir them well about; 
which done, and the precipitated Calx fettled to the’ 
bottom, the water is to be again decanted off, and 
more frefh water poured thereon : and this Labour 
is to be fo often repeated, untill that precipitated 
Powder be void of all Acrimony : then put it in a 
pure linnen Cloth placed in a Funnel, that fo the 
remaining moifture may drain from it. Then tie the 
cloth very firm, and fqueefe our, in two balls (or 
fqueefings J all the refidue of the moifture out of that 
III\ ery' Cheefe, and lay rht; fame upon Cap-paper, 
and that will drink up'all the reft of the moifture’ 
and will foon dry your Cheefe. This Cheefe (or 
precipitated Powder ) is to be put into a well coated 
Glafs-retort, and to be forced with a gentle fire of 
Sand, that fo all the fuperfluous moifture may be fe- 
parated. I hen, at laft, the Fire being augmented, 
will force out part of the Silver and Lead in the lorm 
of white Flores, afeending up in the neck of the Re¬ 
tort. Now when the Retort hath been thus kept 
red-hot for one hour, let the fire go out of its own 
accord, and take out the cold Retort, and break it, 
and you will find in the bottom of the fame a white 
and fweet Stone, which will melt ( upon a red-hot 
Plate of Metal ) like Wax, and penetrate the fame, 
and is volatile like Argent-viv*e. Two, three, four, 
five Grains, even to eight or ten, of this Stone ground 
into a Powder, being adminiftred ( refpeft being had 
to the Patienc’s age and ficknefs) yield a moft pre¬ 
fent comfort in the difeafes of the Head and Brain, 
and fo are thofe white Flores wont to doe likewife ’ 
but is Chymical operations they are of eminent ufe. 
.Vow although this Stone be it felf of a fugacious na¬ 
ture, yet notwitftanding in progrefs of time it makes 
Mercury, together with it felf, conftant in the fire ; 
of which thing I have elfewhere already mentioned 
in my Writings, fo that 1 need not fay any more 
thereof in this place. 

However, I cannoc omit to tell you, that, although, 
otherwife, there is no familiarity at all betwixt Silver’ 
and Lead, and Salt, yet neverthelefs thefe three may 
be fo prepared as (.by a certain mixtion) noc to re- 
fufe each others fociety. Hence it comes to pafs, 
that if the Salt be righdy fitted for this operation’ 
it puts forth more powerful! virtues, and for that 
reafon doth the Silver lutfer die more, and doth by 
fo much the fooner attain to a conftancy in the fire : 
and fo’tis evident, that the name ofAlchymy or fu- 
fing of Salt, was not impofed on this Art for nothing. 

For 
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For by the help of Salt, are the Metals to be molten 
and meliorated, which thing you may take notice 
of. 

Another Smiter or Junket made of Gold and Silver. 

T Ake feme pure Silver, and dilTolve it in Aqua 
Fonts , and precipitate it with Spirit of Salt, and 
free it from its Acrimony with common water, and 
fqueefe out ‘the water, and lay your matter upon 
cap-papei.uo dry, and deal with it in all refpects as 
we fpake afore in the Procefs of Saturn. Of this 
Calx take three parts, and one part of Gold dilfolved 
in the Oil of Salt; and firfl put your Silver Calx in¬ 
to a ftrong Glafs-retort, which muft be well coated, 
then pour thereto your yellow Solution of Gold. 
Place the Retort in Sand, and, firft, force out your 
Spirit of Salt, in which forcing our, the Calx of the 
Silver will retain with it fe!f the Gold ; and of them 
both will be made a purple Stone, inclining fome- 
what to rednefs, fufile, and volatile. But the Oil of 
the Salt will carry up with it fomething of the Gold 
and Silver into the neck of the Retort; which, to¬ 
gether with the aforefaid Stone, you fhall take out 
of the broken Retort; but yet you muft keep each 
apart, for a medicament of great moment: [ both ] 
which (if they were turned ( by Solution and Co 
agulation) intoa„fix Ruby,) would doubtlefly per¬ 
form their work, in the metallick Operations, with 
greater benefit and profit. 

So have you here, briefly deferibed, the third 
Junket, which, fhould it be deferibed with all its 
Circumftances,the Procefs it felf would in good footh 
be more prolix and tedious than is fitting. And for- 
afmuch as my Writings may feem unto many fuffici- 
ently tedious, ’tis but fit that I aim at brevity here 
in this place; though ( on the other hand ) they 
will feem (I well know) too fhort and brief unto 
others. But Jupiter himfelf pleafeth not all alike. 
And the birth-day of him who can fatisfie all, is yet 
to come ; for he is not as yet born. For behave thy 
felf as thou wilt in thy actions, either in briefly deli¬ 
vering thy felf, or in uttering thy mind in a longer 
difeourfe, thou fhalt not at any rate fulfill the expec¬ 
tation and defire of all men. I doe therefore here 
difh out this Junket, and commit the care of eating 
the fame to the Guefts. Every one that will, may 
more accurately weigh and confider of the fame, that 
fb he may come to find, how great the Efficacy and 
Utility of this Procefs is, though delivered fb very 
briefly. 

Another Junket or Sawce, viz. A ConfeEl'ton of a Mi¬ 
neral Alkermes. 

T Here is in the Apothecaries (hops a ConfeCtion 
made of the Berry or Grains of Kermes, known 
by the name of Confcttio Alkermes ; in which compo- 
fition, there are added to the laid Berries fome Pearls 
done into Powder,and Leaf-Gold, and Amber-greafe, 
and other fuch-like corroborating Simples. This medi¬ 
cament being confeCted with Sugar, is lookt on as the 
chiefeft amongft all tliofe Medicines which are wont 
to be adminiftred for ftrengthening the Heart, and 
it merits the praife aferibed to it. But now inftead 
of the Leaves of Gold, ( which cannot be digefted 
or concoCted by the ftomach, and are therefore car¬ 
ried forth with the Excrements without any opera¬ 
tion,) I will fubftitute another Gold, which being 
made fuitable, and accommodated unto nature, fhall 


be able to put forth its virtues, and fupply the place 
of foliated Gold, in the Confection of Alkermes. 

And if any one be fo minded, he may omit even 
the grains or the berry it felf.( for they are not to be 
had every-where) and make ufe of this Juyce of 
Gold, which I am about to teach in this place, and 
mix it with Sugar and other Powders that are ftreng- 
theners of the Heart. For this Golden Confection 
of a purple Colour, doth molt notably ftrengthen 
the Heart by its corroborative virtue, and the Gold 
it felf gives a far more excellent purple or fcarlet Co¬ 
lour than the Grains of that berry doe, which are 
brought us from Mcmpelicr. The way of preparing 
the (aid Gold, is as follows. 

Diliolve the Calx of Sol, or of Gold, in ftrong Spi¬ 
rit of Salt, and pour upon the Solution fome three 
or four parts of water more than the Solution is, that 
fb the Acrimony of the Spirit of Salt may be fbme- 
what allayed. Being thus prepared, put thereinto a 
bit of Tin, and fuch as hath no Lead commixt there¬ 
with, which faid Tin, the allayed Spirit of Salt will 
feize upon, and diflblve part thereof. And being 
alfo debilitated thereby,it will let fall all the Gold that 
it contained, in the form of a purple Powder, adhe¬ 
ring partly on to the Tin, and part will be of its own 
natural colour, and fettle to the bottom, but as fub- 
tile as the Atoms that fly about in the Sun-beams, 
and refembling little ftars. When therefore the 
whole body of the Gold is precipitated into a moll 
delicate and fine Powder, out of the Spirit of Salt, 
which will now be clear and bright: Pour off the 
Spirit, and take the Tin out from the Golden Pow¬ 
der, and wafh the Powder with dean and pure wa¬ 
ter, that fo none of the Spirit of Salt may be there¬ 
in difcerned ; and being now thus prepared, ic 
may be ufed inftead of Gold about the ConfeCtion 
of Alkermes. 

Moreover, if you are fb minded, you may take 
fome pure Sugar-candy, and make it up into a fyrup 
with weak Spirit of Salt, and then put thereunto this 
Golden Powder with a little Amber greafe and feme 
Powder of Pearls, and fb make full as good, nay a 
better Confection than that common Confettto Alker¬ 
mes is; becaufe a greater corroborating of the pow¬ 
ers of the Heart, and a delicater purple Colour can¬ 
not be found in any other thing than in Gold. If 
now you operate aright, it cannot otherwife be but 
you muft needs attain to this purple and golden 
Confection. 

N. B. The Tin muft be very pure and clean, 
for by how much the whiter it is, and the acuter 
found it has, fo much the fitter is it for this work. 
And in the Compofition it felf you may ufe this fol¬ 
lowing weight or meafure. 

Take of the Calx of Gold one Lot [or half ounce] 
and diliolve it in three or four Lots of ftrong rectified 
Spirit of Salt: Pour unto the Solution twelve or fif¬ 
teen Lots of pure water ; then to all this, put two 
Lots of Tin, and fet the Glafs that the Solution is in, 
upon hot Sand, and heat it fealding-hot, but let ic 
not boil. When it hath thus flood for one or two 
hours, all the Gold will be turned into Powder, of 
a Purple and Gold-like hue, and fettle to the bot¬ 
tom. Then having poured out the Water, and fepa- 
rated the Tin, feparate all the Acrimony from the 
Powder by feveral wafhings, and fo will you have 
it fitted for the ConfeClion. This done, take twelve 
Lots of Sugar-candy, and one Lot of rectified Spi¬ 
rit of Salt, and as much pure fair water as is fuffici- 
ent to reduce the Sugar into a thick Syrup ; Hereto 
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add one Lot of that purple and tender golden Pow¬ 
der, and it will tinge all the Sugar wirh a Purple or 
Scarlet-colour. Then add likcwife thereunto, two 
Lots of Pearls made into fine Powder, and one 
Quintula (about two drams and an half) of Am- 
bergrcafe, mix them well together and fet it by for 
ufe, as being a moll efficacious Confeftion. And if 
you pleafe, you may add to the former ingredients 
other ftrengthning and refrefhing Powders. The 
Dole of this Confeftion is from 3,6, 9, 12, 15, to 
20 Grains, according as the perfons are. It corro 
borates the Heart, Brain, and the whole Body, and 
doth likeu'ife ( by reafbn of the Spirit of Salt) allay 
thirft, and ftirs up the appetite to food. 

And thus much may fufficc this time about Saw- 
ces or Junkets. It now remains that we likewife 
fearch after (bmc (elect and harmlefs Purges out of 
the Metals too, and adjovn them to the former. 
When in feaffings ( or merry-meetings ) the Guefts 
are wont to drink Healths to their Lords, and tope 
off many Cups, and ftore of Glaffes full of ftrong 
Wine, it cannot pofitbly be, but that their Stomachs 
mufl be ftufft with tenacious and clammy humours, 
and the Head much oppreffed with Catthars,and the 
Bowels fill'd with ftore of wind. Now here cannot 
be a berter and more profitable way of fuccouring 
thefe Stomachs and Heads, thus befet with fb many 
tenacious humours, and of helping the whole body 
thus corrupted by fb often repeated draughts, than 
by a purgative Medicine, which by expelling all the 

( evil and offenfive humours opens all the palfages of 
the Body, and again brings the fb necellary refpira- 
tion. We will therefore prefent you here with three 
fuch purging Medicaments, and thofe very good ones. 
One is of Antimony ; The fecond of Silver and An¬ 
timony ; And the third of Gold and Antimony : 
Each of which, by it felf, doth far exceed the other 
purging.Medicaments made of the Vegetables. 

For Metals do penetrate the Body far better, and 
do perform their Operations with lefs hazard than 
the Vegetables do, moft of which abound with a 
refinous clamminefs, which doth often flick to the 
Bowels, and caufe great griping?, which is not to be 
feared at all from metailick purgative Medicines: 
which (upon this account) are to be preferred be¬ 
fore thole that are prepared of the Vegetables ; nor 
do I contemn thele Vegetable Purges, for they are 
good, and may be inade ufe of, where better are 
not at hand. 

Therefore, forafmuch as I have in my time, made 
trial of many fuch Medicaments, and have in very 
deed found, that metailick Purges do excel the Ve¬ 
getable ones both in pleafantnels and efficacy, and 
are far fafer ; I could not but commend the fame 
above all other Purges to fuch as come after me, but 
yet leaving every one at his pleafure to make ufe ot 
either thefe or them. 

A Purge of Saturn. 

D Iffolve two ounces of Lead in pure Aqua Fcrtis, 
and pour upon the Solution one ounce of But¬ 
ter of Antimony, that (o they may be precipitated 
together into a white Coagulum or Curd, whereto 
you mull put a good quantity of fair water, and ftir 
it very well about, that it may imbibe the Spirit of 
Salt which was in the Butter. 

Then pour off this water, and put on more, and 
repeat this labour Co long, untill all the fharpnefs be 
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wafht out of the precipitated Powder Tins v»hite 
Powder being dried is a moft excellent Purge, edu¬ 
cing all evil and hurtfull humours our of ihe Body 
without danger, and being adminiftred from one 
Grain to ten, according as the Patient is, doth work 
downwards, efpecialiy when it is given in a Idler 
Dole. But if there be need ofvomiting too, then 
the Dofe may be encreafed, efpecialiy unto thofe that 
can brook vomiting, and caft with eafe. It may be 
ufed without danger as a good and^.'afe Purge, in 
all fuch Difeafesas purgative Medicaments are, and 
may be adminiftred. 

A Purge of Lune. 

D Iffolve two ounces of pure Silver in four ounces 
of Aqua Fort is, and pour upon this Solution 
one ounce of the Butter of Antimony, which toge¬ 
ther with the Silver will go into a white Curd, as 
we laid but now of the Lead in the preceeding Pro- 
cefs. Wafhthis Powder with common water, and 
dry it and adminifter it in the lame Dofe as the Sa¬ 
turnine Powder is to be given*; and it will perform its 
part in all Difeafes, but efpecialiy in thole of the 
Head. . • ' 

N. B. The Butter of Antimony muft be made of 
the Regulus of Antimony, with redified Spirit of Salt, 
and noc with Mercury fublimate, as the common 
cuftom is. 

Purging Gold. 

I N the full: place, you muft make a moft ftrong 
Spiric of Nirer thus, 'viz,, put equal parts of cal¬ 
cined Allum and good Salt-peter into a well coated 
Retort, out of which is to be drawn (ieifurely and 
by degrees into a very large Receiver luted on to the 
neck of the Retort) a Spirit, which will make the 
Receiver look red. All the Spirit being diftilled, let 
the Fire go out of its own accord, and leave on the 
Receiver Co long till all the Spirits are letled, and 
that the Receiver be become clear agen ; Macerate 
the Lute, which joyned the Receiver on to the Re¬ 
tort, with water, and have an efpccial care When you 
take oft the Receiver, that none of the Lute fall into 
the Spirit. Put the Spirit in a ftrong Glafs, and 
ftiut it up well with Wax, that it may not exhale, 
for it is very ftrong, and is red as Bioud, becaufe ic 
had no water put unto it in the Receiver. 

Pour two ounces of this ftrong Spirit upon one 
ounce of the Butter of Antimony,and it will prefent- 
ly pafs into a red Soluion, whereto put one ounce 
of pure Gold that it may be diffolved, which Solu¬ 
tion will be rtdder than Bioud. 7 hen pour in 
thereupon fome common fair water, and the Anti¬ 
mony and the Gold will precipira r e into a Purple 
Powder, which is to be wafht well with water, and 
fo dried. 

Its Dofe is from one, two Grain? to fix, ('accor¬ 
ding as the Age and Party is, it may be given in 
Wine, Ale, Water, or any other Liquor, which 
may be as a Vehicle unto it. It works without any 
danger, and doth fafelv and pleafantly (beyond all 
other Purges) drive out all offending Humours our 
of the Body of Man. 

Aurum Diaphoreticum, or Sweating Gold. 

I F no water be poured upon the juft now-fpoken of 
red Solution, thereby to precipitate the fame, but 
G g g g g that 
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that that ftrong Spirit of Niter be drawn off by a 1 
Retort, it then rakes from the Antimony its purging 
and vomiting power and makes it Diaphorical. Nor 
needs the Purple Powder, when it's taken out of the 
Glafs, any wafhing at all, becaufe being adminiftred 
in two,three, four,five,fix,or ten Grains Dofe it may 
be fafelv taken, and it provokes Sweat. It is there¬ 
fore .very profitable in all the Difeafes that are to be 
expelled by Sweat; yea in the Leaprofie, Gout, 
Dropfie, Freni vpox Plague, Scurvey, and in all 
Feavers doth it play its part even to admiration, for 
(by reafon of the Gold which it contains in it) it 
doth both provoke Sweat, and ftrengthen the pow¬ 
ers of the Body. 

The former Powder or purging Gold, being mixt 
with an equal weight of purging Lune, or purging 
Saturn, and molten in a Crucible, turns into a red 
Stone or Glafs, of which, little Tablets or Pellets 
fomewhat bigger than a Pea may be again call or 
molten, and'kept for ufe. And now when there’s 
need of purging, let one of thole Tablets be put in¬ 
to fome fpoonfulls of Wine and lie therein all night, 
and let the Wine be drunk off in the morning fol¬ 
lowing, juft after the felf fame manner as other pur¬ 
ges are wont to be adminiftred. For there is fo 
much virtue extracted by the Wine out of the gla¬ 
ze” Tablet as to give feveral Stools. If one Tablet 
or Pellet be not fufficienr, then may a fecond, or a 
third, or more be adjoyned thereunto, and lo left 
all night in the Wine, that fo the Wine may work 
more effectually if need requires. The Tablets or 
Pellets remain good a long time, and may be many 
times applied to the lelf fame ufe. 

But if any one fhould be defirous of performing 
this labour even yet better, he may get a little Pot 
or Cup to be made for him of white Earth, and 
and may hav<2 it glazed both infide and outlide with 
this fame Glafs ; for two or three Spoonfulls of Wine 
infufed for a night in fuch,a Cup, and drunk off next 
morning, are capable of purging you even as doth 
the other. 

Thefe are the effeCts of thefe purges in Medicine. 
They hkewife do fome good in Alchymy, if all three 
of them, viz,, the Saturnine, the Lunar, and the 
Solar are reduced by melting intoa Glafs : this Glafs 
being Philofophically cemented fomewhat of the Sil¬ 
ver, Lead, and Antimony will be meliorated, and 
turned into Gold by the Gold. 

Now for a Farewell, rake this which follows. If 
the God Appollo the Inventer of Medicine, would 
beftow his light upon any one, and by his hot 
Beams melt the waxen Wings of the untamed, fly¬ 
ing, and (to his Father Deilalus) dtlobedient Son 
Icarus, (and flying out of the Ifle of Creet, over the 
Icarian Sea,) that fo he might fall down into the 
fweet and lulphureous Sea of the Sun, and may 
remain drowned therein : Then front this dead Bo¬ 
dy (which is not wont to be fitbdued by any other 
means) may a moft excellent Medicine be prepared. 
For what way foever he is handled by otherwife, 
whether he be turned into a white fublimate, or be 
reduced into a yellow or red precipitate, he is not- 
wirhfianding always corroiive; and brings more 
hurt than good, and therefore may very delervedly 
be efchewed. 

Or it we did but know the way of fixing it with¬ 
out any corrofiviry, by thole three principal Co- 
lumes of all Medicine, namely Vitriol, Sulphur, and 
Antimony, he would undoubtedly be adminittrable 


without any fear, and be withall capable of perfor- 1 
ming great matters. For then he would not ftir up 
and caufe fo many purgations, and fuch vehement 
Salivations, and other hurtfull fymptoms as ufually 
comes to pals, but would bring a moft fpeedy help 
to the Sick by his gentle operation by Sweat and 
Urine, and get the Phyfician a moft eminent praife. 

This I would have every one know, that Sulphur 
has a power of killing all Corroftves, and reducing 
them to a fweetnels, whether it be done by the dry 
way or by the moift. And of all Sulphurs, a Ve¬ 
getable Sulphur is the fitted, which being freed from 
its inflamable nature, is capable of reducing [any] 
Corrofives, though never fo great, unto a fweetnels 
in one hours fpace. Nay more, any Metal being 
firft difiolved in fuch like Corrofives, doth together 
with the fame become a fweet Medicament: And 
fo when Gold is dillolved in Spirit of Salt, and Sil¬ 
ver, Tin, Copper, Iron, and Lead are diffoved in 
Acjua Fonts, and that that Corrofive Dillolvent is 
tranfinuted by a fweet Sulphur, it fo comes to pals 
that the Metal together with the Corrofive is made 
a Medicament, and becomes potable Such pota¬ 
ble liquor of the Metals, (but efpecially of Gold and • 
Silver,) and void of all Corrofivity, will you meec 
withall in my Medical-fhop; which liquor, as well' 
thofe of Silver, and Copper, as that of Gold, are 
red. The Liquor of Gold may be ufed indead of 
Attrum Fotabile, and it guilds Quickfilver and the 
other Metals with a golden Colour, like as the Sil¬ 
ver-liquor guilds Mercury, and Silver [or Copper, 
probably] with a Silver Hue ; and the Coppery-li¬ 
quor guilds Mercury and Iron with a Coppery Co¬ 
lour. 

N. B. Aurora being inflamed with the love of 
Jupiter, and withdrawing him together with her felf 
into Heaven, if both of them be again thrud down 
headlong by the other Gods into the Salt-Sea, they 
come forth out of this Bath, fo delicate and fo white, 
that fhe refembles the funnels o t' Diana ; and he, the 
comlinels of Apollo : but not as yet confiant in the 
Fire. But when the time of bathing is over, Mars 
coming to the Sea Shore, draws both of them out 
upon a dry lfland called Irony, from Iron ; where 
they are yet once more wafht by Vulcan , (who 
makes ufe of Satums help) in a dry Bath, who wafh- 
eth off the Defilements lar more accurately than the 
Salt Sea could, for he leaves not off wafhing and 
purging them, untill all the Defilements are fcpara- 
ted from both their Bodies, and that they be made 
like unto Diana and Apollo , in Condancy and 
comclinefs. 

Mars feeing that his Sifler Venus, and Brother Ju¬ 
piter did come forth out of the Salt Sea with fo love¬ 
ly a fairnefs, leapt thereinto himfelf, that fb by 
(pending feme time in wafhing, he might rinfe off 
thofe black Defilements from his black Body. But 
there was fuch dore of filth wafht off, as made all 
the Sea green and fweet, and it hid [or fwallowcd 
up] Mars himfelf, being now much diminifhed, in- 
fomuch that he could never have efcaped out of that 
Sea,'had not Sol, out of meer pity on him, dried 
up the water of the Sea, for old limping Saturn to 
come unto him, and to rake poor wretched him 
out of the Dirt and Mire, which he alfb did. 

But becaufe there was fuch a deal of Mire and 
Filth as that this (Aim) lame, (hopping Fellow) 
could not get out agen, he even there duck fad 
with Mars, and fo loft his Life Of the dead Bodies 
of thefe two, viz,, of Mars and Saturn, V.ulcan did at 
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length make one Head having two Faces, or a dou¬ 
ble Countenance, one refembling Apolo, the other 
Pmm; and upon this account was the name of 
double-vifagcd Janus bellowed upon it by Vulcan. 

By thefe Yew and Ihort Operations and Procelfes, 
may any one make and devife many more fuch like. 
I am not at this time,for my part,minded to bufie and 
trouble my lelf about any more tedious a defeription 
of luch matters, for I guefs that in what I have al¬ 
ready laid and difclofed to the unthankful!, 1 have 
too much exceeded my bounds. Every one may 
choofe to himfelf thole things which he fhall deem 
moll profitable, and forbear to defpile that which he 
fhall not be capable of apprehending the meaning 
of. 

’Tis a ufual Proverb, That a Cup of generous I flue 
vv.ijl acccompany Danny Delicates. 

Becaufe therefore we have in the three precedent 
Sawces or Junkets, prelented you with fine favoury 
Cares, it is but fitting that we accompany the fame 
with three dainty draughts, and thole drawn out of 
the bell of Metals too, namely out of Gold and Sil¬ 
ver, becaufe the Cates or Sawces ihemlelves were 
compoled of the lame. Our Ancient PredecelTors 
called thole Drinks of old time Netfar, or the drink 
of the Gods, which in our days are known by the 
names of potable Gold, and potable Silver. 

Concerning thefe two, do many of Ignoramus his 
Fraternity babble many Stories, and falfly boafl that 
no true potable Gold can be prepared, or be in Be¬ 
ing without the Philolbphers Stone. This conclufion 
of theirs is clearly untrue, for a Man may eafily 
make Gold and Silver potable, though he hath 
not any knowledge at all of the univerfal Medicine, 
which is to be thus underftood, viz,, when the Gold 
and Silver either alone or conjoyned, are difi'olved 
in a fweet and not Corrofive Menftnc.im, and ren- 
dred fit to be adminifired to the Sick in Water, Ale, 
Wine, or any other Liquor. For thole kind of So¬ 
lutions may be taken for a fimple potable Gold and 
Silver. 

But now for any one to dilTolve Gold in that cor¬ 
roding Aqua Regis , or Silver in Aqua Fortis, and 
then to imagine that he hath potable Gold and Sil¬ 
ver, he is altogether in an Errour. Potable indeed 
they are, becaule they may be drunk like other Li¬ 
quors : But forafmuch as thofe kind of Solutions do 
corrode all things, and bring extream Detriment, 
they are juftly rejeded, and the rather becaufe be¬ 
ing poured into Wine or Ale, they defile and thicken 
the lame ; which, no true potable Gold difi'olved in 
a Not-corrolive Mtnftruitm , will do, but when’tis 
mixt with Wine, Ale, or Water, it remains bright 
and clear. Belides too, true potable Gold muff be 
of fuch a property, as to have no vifible corporal 
Gold producible thereout of, and yet notwithftan- 
ding, be able to indue the meaner Metals, yea and 
Mercury it lelf with a golden nature, if they be 
therein boiled, or to coagulate and tranfmute them 
into Gold by the dry way in a Crucible, whether 
it be done with profit or without profit [it matters 
nor.] Now this tinging virtue comes not from cor 
poreal and dead Gold, but from a fpiritual living and 
tinging Gold. 

If therefore the common and corroding lolution 
of Gold, cannot be accounted for a true siuntm Po- 
tabile, and that the fpiritual and tinging Gold, which 
is‘ diffolved without any corrofivenels fhould not 
cornc under this Title neither, whence I pray fhould 
it be fought for, and where fhould ic be inquired 


alter, lconfels, 1 do eafily perfwade mv lelf, tha L 
as for the firft Ens of Gold if we did but know how 
to wafh and purge it in fuch wife, as that being tur¬ 
ned into abloud red liquor, it would admit of Dif- 
tillation by an Alembick or a Retort, we fhould have 
a better potable Gold. But where fhall we rind fuch 
an Artificer, as can teach us the way of preparing 
fuch a potable Gold ? ’Tis therefore our befi way to 
content our felves with fuch Medicaments as we have 
at hand, fo long untill God beftowevh better upon 
us. This likewife I believe, that if we did but 
know fuch an Artifice as to wafh and purge Mercu¬ 
ry, in fuch fort as that it might pafs into a ponde¬ 
rous and fweet Water, and if we could fo adjoyn 
fome pure Gold thereunto inftead of a ferment that 
they might lift up [or fublimc] themfelves together, 
and again become conftant and fix : that then, from 
them would arife a red and foluble Carbuncle, or 
true potable Gold. But thefe are onely my fimple 
thoughts and conceptions, no difpraife to thofe fup- 
pofitions vvhich other men have entertained concer¬ 
ning this matter. So like wife if fpiritual Gold, and 
the fpiritual Sulphur of the Vine be conjovned by the 
help of Salt, they give a good potable Gold, which 
contains in it Gold potentially, bur not actually or 
palpably, as may be leen in my Treatife of the true 
Aurum Potabile , which being dear like Water, and 
a bright or fair potable Gold, I do adjoyn to my 
Cates or Sawces infiead of White wine 

But even as White-wine the longer it is kept, the 
yellower it grows, fo likewife whice Aurum Pc- 
tabile doth not retain its vvhitenefs above two or three 
months, but becomes more and more yellow, and is 
at length turned into a rednefs, but ftill retains its 
tinging faculty. He therefore that fhall not bewell 
pleafed with the taft of [my] Wineor potableGold, 
let him tarry till being more old they become yellow 
or red, for then they are of a pleafantcr tail,'as ha¬ 
ving (through long Procefs of time) loft their Sulphu¬ 
reous Taft. 

But as touching the manner of making that pota¬ 
ble Gold, as alfo all other unpleafant, fugacious and 
unripe metallick Potions, pleafant, ripe, fix/and 
fweet Liquors, that fhall be revealed afterwards. 

Furthermore, 1 do here ferve out inftead ofagood 
drink, the golden-coloured Soul, or my Tindture 
made of Niter, of which I have fpoken in the fecond 
part of my Spagvrical Difpenfatory. It is of as 
much virtue in Medicine as that potable Gold is, 
which I made mention of but now, but performs 
nothing in Alchymy or in the Tranfmutation of Me¬ 
tals , but what it would do if it were made fix and 
conftant in the Fire, I do not as yet know, for I 
have not as yet brought it to that pafs. But how it 
may be made fix fhall be prefently fhown. This 
very Tinfture in the degree it is at prefent in, pro- 
duceth great effects in. Medicine, yea and greater 
too than thofe which I publifhed about it, in the fe¬ 
cond part of mySpagyrical Difpenfatory. It is of a 
delightfull Taft to the Palate, it removes the ob- 
ftruitions of the Liver, Lungs, and Spleen, it pro¬ 
vokes Urine, expels the Stone, prohibits Obfti uni¬ 
ons with the Excrements, it may be molt fafely ufed 
by old and young,yea even by thofe whole ftrengch 
is much debilitated, and it is wont to afford them 
prefent help; ic wonderfully Corroborates, and 
makes all Animals, Minerals, and Vegetables fruit- 
lull, and this will eafily appear fo to be, if you do 
but take fome Vegetable Seed and macerate'in the 
fame, and then put in the Earth, it grows far fpee- 
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dier and ripens much looner than other Seeds are 
wont to do. 

I have fometimes macerated Wheat, Barly, Peafe, 
and the Seeds of fuch like Corn in this Liquor for a 
night, and being thus fteeped, have Town it in pure 
Sand, and they have grown ripe far fooner than 
thole which have teen planted in good and fat Earth : 
which is fuch a thing, as hath made many Men ex- 
trcamly to wonder, when they law Corn grow in 
bare Sand wimviut any other Earth or Dung, and 
tc able to arrive to fuch perfeft maturity. 

Many other Salts there are of no great coft, and 
fuch as are to be had in vaft quantity, with which, 
Corn being macerated and fown in barren Lands, 
and in fuch as are not dunged doth come to perfect 
maturity ; and this I have tried not onely once, but 
oftentimes; and have alfo purpoled ( if God plcafe ) 
to bring it into publick ufe, in thele United Provin 
ces: to which end, the mod Supreme Orders, Gene¬ 
ral and Provincial, have granted me a Priviledge (or 
Patent) for many years; whereby it is forbidden 
ro fow or plant barren, landy Grounds and undung¬ 
ed, after this kind of way, without my confent. 
The main Bads of the knack lies in Sea-lalt, which 
may be plentifully had in thefe places, and be eafily 
prepared and made ule of ( to fatten lean and dry 
Grounds with ) inftead of Dung. 

But amongft all fuch like Medicaments, the Tinc¬ 
ture of Nitre bears away the Bell, for it caufeth 
many Stalks to fpring up out of one Grane, and to 
yield fruit, a thoufatid told. Nor doth it onely make 
the Vegetables fruitfull, but Men too, and the terre 
ftrial Animals, and even the Birds themfelves that 
live in the Air. And by the fame reafon alfo may 
it be brought to pals, that even the Metals may be 
multiplied by the help thereof, as we fhall declare 
anon, in what follows. 

Both thele Wines or efficacious Drinks doe very 
well fuit with the metallick Sawces or Junkets, they 
heat the Body, help the concoftion of the Stomach, 
corroborate the Spirits, give good Nouriffiment, 
drive forth out of the Body the fuperfluous Excre 
ments, in a due manner by Stool and Urine, they 
caule Chearfulnels, bellow a prolperous Health, 
give a comely Look, and change the Complexions 
into the Sanguine and bell Complexion; in the ac- 
compliffimcnt of all which things, that pure and 
golden coloured TinCture of Niter excells. 

And here I mull make a little digreffion, and fet 
lomewhat more clearly afore your Eyes, the four 
primary Complexions ; from which the other mixt 
ones do arile, according as a Man partakes the more 
of this or that Complexion. 

Therefore as touching the Complexions, the An¬ 
cient Phyficians judged thereofaccording to the form 
and colour of the Hair, and were of this Opinion, 
that the Sanguine Complexion which of all others is 
the pureft, produceth red Hairs and a white Skin 
full of fma’l anJ bright Pores, fuch Men being indu¬ 
ed with hot and moift Bloud, and of a found Confti- 
tution are diligent, learned, pious, prone to Venery, 
Ingenious, Chearlull, and lor the moll part long 
liv'd, buc are fubjeft: to hot Dilcales, as Feavers, the 
Plague, and the like ; and do in their nature refem- 
ble the Sun, amongft the Planets, and Gold amongft 
the Meta's. 

The ChoLrick have very black Hair, a yellowiffi 
Skin, and their Bloud is hot and dry, and they are 
wrathfull, quarrellbme, ftrong, bold, Warriours, 
addicted to Whoredoms, fubtle, wicked, falle, mer- 


cilels, rejoycingat others harms, as is wont to be in 
War. They are tormented with raging Feavers, as 
alfo with the overflowing of the Gall, and they are 
of the nature of Mars and Venus amongft the Pla¬ 
nets ; and of Iron and Copper amongft the Me¬ 
tals. 

The Hairs of the Melancholy Complexion are for 
the molt part betwixt a white and black colour,and 
their Skin is white. They are of a cold and dry na¬ 
ture, quiet, laborious, mufing, induftrious, fincere, 
pious, and merciful], inclined rather to weeping 
then laughter, if they hear of any mifchances, they 
aim at Juftice, and fear God wiihout Hypocrifie, or 
efteem of Men. They are lubjeCt to all kinds of Di- 
feafes,are afflicted with a debility of their Limbs, and 
are compared to Saturn and Jupiter amongft the Pla¬ 
nets, and to Lead and Tin amongft the Metals. 

The nature and property of the Phlegmatick is 
moift and cold, the Hair and Skin white, the Wit 
dull, a dreaming fleepy quality, negligent, careful! 
of nothing, obftinate, envious, flow, and grols, and 
unteachable, the Body confifts of thick or homely 
Limbs, and is wont to be troubled with the Scab, 
Ulcers, and cold Feavers. 'Mongft the Planets the 
Moon, and ’mongft the Metals, Silver, are fuppo- 
fed not much to differ from their Difpofition. 

Thele are the marks (as is bc’ieved) of the Com¬ 
plexions in Men and Beafts But yet you are to 
know, that one [Angle] Complexion doth very rare¬ 
ly bear ablolute fway in any Man, but they are for 
themoft part mixt, and <0 the denomination is gi¬ 
ven according to the predominant Complexion. 

A Man that confifts of a languine and phlegma¬ 
tick property, is as it were double complexioned, 
and both the colour and denomination are divided, 
fo that from red and white, yellow hairs arife, and 
the Men themlclves are of a good, temperate and 
fruitfull nature ; and thus is it to be underftood of 
other Commixtions. 

But forafmuch as a pure and languine complexion 
is efteemed the bell and wholfomcft , the Ancient 
Phyficians in their Cures were wont to call the fu- 
perfluity of any phlegmatick fcabby perfon. Phlegm 
and watery Blood : [the fuperfluity] of the Melan¬ 
cholic^, lad and irklome cogitations [or penflve 
dumps: ] and [the fuperfluity] of Cholerick, a mad 
raging brain. Now of this Phlegmatick, Melancho¬ 
ly, or Cholerick [perfon] do we make a Sanguine 
one, that is, a Alan of a found and pure blood. 
Upon this account have they alcribed this property 
unto their Univerfal Medicine, va. that it does not 
onely change all the imperfect complexions of Men, 
as the Cholerick, Melancholy, and Phlegmatick into 
the Sanguine ; but doth alio tranfmute all the imper¬ 
fect, unripe, grols, and volatile Metals into pure Gold. 
For if a Medicine be of lb much virtue as to convert 
all the Complexions into the Sanguine one, it will 
neceflarily tranfmute all the imperfect Metals like- 
wile, as Saturn , Jupiter , Mars , Venus , Mercury and 
Lune into Sol or Gold. 

Now forafmuch as I have often found by the fre¬ 
quent Experiments that 1 have made, that my laid 
Medicine, or TinCture of Nitre is wont to colour all 
kinds of Hair, as white, brown, black, (black 1 fay, 
which may feem impollible unto many, but never¬ 
theless very true ; for to dye white Hair with a 
yellow colour is a thing commonly known, but to 
tinge black Hair with a yellow or red colour, is'a 
great fecret) and even all other colours, none ex¬ 
cepted, with a golden colour; and this it does while 
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it is as yet of an unripe and flying nature ; Upon 
this account I dare perfwade my felf, that if it were 
but brought to a fix and conflant nature, it could 
not poflibly be, but that it would bellow upon the 
imperfect Metals, a golden nature and perfeftion. 
But by reafon of its too tender a nature, which is cx- 
treamly impatient of a Fire of Coals, I pondered 
upon the bufinefs more accurately, and perceived, 
that it is indeed a thing polliblc to be done, although 
that hitherto I never had a convenient time of per¬ 
fecting ofthe fame. And as concerning the manner 
how it may be done, I cannot but out of Chriftian 
Love, difeover the fame to my Neighbour. 

During the time that I confldered not the Words 
«f the Angel in the Sepulchre of Chrift, faying, 
H'hy feck ye the Living among the Dead ? and therefore 
fearch'd about in filthy Sepulchres, in which I could 
not find the Lite. God at length vouchfafed to look 
upon me with his gratious and mercifull Eyes, and 
brought me into the right way, infbmuch that lea¬ 
ving the Sepulchres and Monuments or Tombs of 
the Dead, I began to look for Life amongft the Li¬ 
ving, and not amongft the Dead. 

God onely is the alone and eternal Life, who be- 

i ftoweth upon us the fo much*definable Sun t (as be 
ing the Servant of God) by the help of the Air. Let 
us boil, roaft, bake, and labour as much, and in what 
manner foever we pleafe ; yet fhall we never find 
any livelincfs, fave from the Sun, the Servant, Mi- 
nifter, or inftxument of the Omnipotent God. £ For 
elfe] we [doe but] prepare us Medicaments deftitute 
of virtues, of fine out-fide Colours, but within, dead 
and full of poifon, becaufe from things wanting life, 
no help can be expefted. 

Foralmuch therefore, as we gave not life unto our 
own felves, neither can we defend the fame againft 
1 death without that one onely life coming unto us 
from above : it is very expedient, that, omitting the 
linking dung, we betake our felves to the pure and 
living fountain of God, as being the Centre of all 
life ; and doc feek for life, from the Sun, as being 
the great mafter of all the created Palace [or World.) 
The way of ctfefting this, will I reveal unto you in 
a few words. 

If we accurately weigh with the utmofl of our 
dilcretions this whole-bulincfs, we clearly fee it afore 
our Eyes, that there is no other life to be any-where 
found, befides that univerfal life which God hath im¬ 
planted in the Sun, and which the Sun lends down 
unto us by the help of the Air. Let any one make 
trial, what way foever it likes him, and he fhall find 
this moft true. 

If you would putrefic an Herb or Animal in a fhut 
glafs, fo that the Air cannot penetrate [into it,] there 
will indeed be Magots generated, but they will want 
life fo long, untill the glafs being opened, they re¬ 
ceive life and motion from the Air. If you put 
Herbs, or the Flefh of living Creatures chopt or 
i bruifed in a glafs, and fhut it clofe, and keep the 
glafs for a while in hot Horfe dung, or elfe in warm 

I water, there will Vermine [or Maggots] be indeed 
generated, but yet void of life, which ( the glafs be 
ing opened ) will begin to flir of themfelves; and 
fo having gotten life, creep out, and become greater, 
1 and will get other forms or fhapes. Place likewife 
in a warm place, feme little Barrel half full of Wine, 
and let the bung-hole be open, that it may putrefii 
and begin to wax fowre ; The alcending vapour will 
gather it felf about the laid Bung hole into a tenaci 
ous matter, which will yield fmall little vermine [or 


Mites, _ much like thofe which are engendred in 
Checfe ; and which at length will, by reafon of the 
Air, live and creep forth. If you put a Cover over 
the hole, all rhefe little Mites will again dve, becaufe 
they are deprived of the Air from'which Life doth 
proceed. I hen the Cover being again taken off, 
and the Air admitted, they doe agen creep; and 
following after the Air, endeavour to gee out of the 
Bartel : out of which, if they doe but flay fome 
hours onely, and feci the full Air,- 'they attain to a- 
nother form, and get wings, and fly away, which 
cannot be done without the Air, feeing that with¬ 
out it they can have no life 

Let fitch Earth as hath Seeds Town therein be fo 
covered over, as that the Air cannot penetrate into 
it ; which being fhut out, nothing will be brought 
forth : or let it be fome Plant, which hath already 
fprouted up out of the earth ; if you doe but take 
the Air therefrom, it will ceafe growing and plainly 
wither and coinc to nought. 

I rom whence it is clearly evident, that the rife of 
all Life is to be imputed to the Air, which very Life 
it felf, the Sun hath firft wrought in the Air, and Arc 
knows how to extract the fame again thereout of, by 
a certain Magnetical way, and make it vifible, pal¬ 
pable, and fenfible. 

But all the Air is not meet- life, but contains this 
fame life difperfed, or dilated in it, like a great deal 
of water containing in it but little Salt, it felf being 
vifible, but the Salt which is therein, invifible. And 
juft fo is the life difperfed in the bodies of Men, and 
other Animals, and, being invifible, hath its habita¬ 
tion in the blood, fp that, without it, the whole body 
would be immovable and remain dead. Now when 
either a Man, or' any other living Creature is con- 
verfant in the open Air, he actradteth to himfelf by 
his breathing, (by'a' certain Sympathetica! power 
and property) as much Air as is requifite for the 
Heart, (whichis the Center, Receptacle, or Houfe 
of the Life) for the nourifhment of the fpiricual Life, 
and as for the refidue, and unprofitable part, it calls 
it away by the Antipathetical vii tue and property 
of the out blowing (breath or) expiration. So that 
no Man, no Animal, ho Herb, no Mineral, can 
poflibly enjoy a living and growing faculty, if this 
food of Life were withdrawn therefrom. Which 
feeing it is fo, and cannot be othervvife, it doth ne- 
ceffarily follow, that th'e true univerfal Medicine 
cannot be prepared in any fhut up (or clofc) Vef- 
fels as is commonly done. Do but look I pray upon 
the Birth and Generation of Salt peter, the‘Body of 
which is nothing elfe but theeflential Salt of the Ve¬ 
getables, Animals, or Minerals, which attradleth to 
it felf the Fire out of the Air, as is well known. 
Therefore, whereas all Salts are wont to be turned 
(by the help of the Fire and Air) into burning and 
live Salt-peter, and that no body can bring the fame 
to oafs without Air •. we fhould by good right learn 
from thence thus much, viz,, to endeavour to make 
our Medicaments too, alive by the Air. For a 
Medicine that is deftitute of life will fiibdue and de- 
llroy aDifeafe even juft as much as common Salt will 
overturn a Mountain, and throw it out of its place, 
without being animated as it were by the Air. and 
tranfmuted into burning and living Salt-peter. Tru¬ 
ly therefore and by experience do*i fay, that all the 
faculty of growth, all Traniplantacion, and every 
life owes its birth to the Air, and withoutiedo they 
all become dead and fo remain. 
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The Air receives [its] vital food from the Sun,and 
the Sun derives its Original from God, the Center 
and Beginning of every Life. And therefore when 
we are defirous of extracting that vital food out of 
the Air by the help of Art, and of reducing it into 
a vifible body , it is behoovefull and expedient, tha 
we expofe thereunto a certain Magnet, which may 
draw the fame unto it felf, and be by little and little 
augmented they wit hall, and may &[ oW nt 
quantity and virtue, even as an Herb out o 
Earth ; or as an Animal gets it fe f growth and en- 
creafe by meat a‘nd drink, and adds to it felt an aug¬ 
mentation of ftrength and greatnefs and ft length 
aflbciates it felf unto [or couples with] its like, and 
fnultiplieth its kind. 

Man himfelfdoth without intermiffion attract to 
Tilmfelf the Air, by the help of his Lungs; but the 
Heart retains onely the viral food thereof, and re 
iedeth all the reft like fo much excrement. 1 he Bo 
dy it felf alfo doth daily aflume food and fuftenance 
Ey the Mouth, but the Stomach tranfmits the nutri- 
‘fnent that isfeparated thereout of, to the Liver, to ic 
reduced into blood and flefh : but the Excrements, 
as the Dung, Urine, Sweat,and the like, it bamfheth 
out of the body by theoifual pafTages. Thus like 
wife Hands the cafe with our Medicament. According 
as the Magnet is, that we expofe to the faid Air, fo 
accordingly doth it attradl its like out of the laid Air, 
whereby it may get to it felf, Life, Virtue,and Power, 
igut it cannot poflibly be, that it fhould extract that 
virtue and faculty limply pure and clean ; No, but 
"it gets to it felf alio a certain, unprofitable, and wa¬ 
tery ElTence, which is aflbeiated unto that [virtue,] 
which acqueity doth again go off, as a fuperfluous 
Excrement, and mull necelfarily bellow the Life 
onely upon the Magnet, that it may be therewithall 
encreafcd and ftrengthened. If I defire to have a 
Vegetable, then mufti fow a Vegetable Seed ; or 
fuch a Magnet is to be placed there, as may aflociate 
or adjoyn unto it felf its like out of the Air. It you 
would have an Animal, then an Animal Seed, or 
Animal Magnet is to be uled. But if that which I 
Teekis to be more pure, and more conftant [or 
lafting: ] a purer Magnet mull neceilarily be expo- 
fed ] tiir like doth always leek its like ; love, o er- 
'come, and conferve it: according to the teilimony of 
the Ancient Wife men, Nature rejojeeth with Nature: 
Nature 'onercomes Nature : Nature retains Nature. 


The manner of fo placing the Magnets, that (by Soluti¬ 
ons and Coagulations) they may receive the Aflral 
and vivifying Rays of the Sun , and may render 
them vijible, corporeal, palpable, and durable in the 
Fire. 


Ancl therefore feeing our purpofe tends to this, 
namely, to extraft the invifible faculty of Life, the 
power and virtue of the Sun out of the Air , to con- 
1 centrate it, and make it corporeal, vifible, and pal¬ 
pable ; It behooves us to provide our felvcs with a 
fitting Seed or'Magnet, which may earneftly attradl, 
overcome, and hold the fame. Now fuch Magnets 
care pure Gold, and the moll pure Soul ot Salt-pcter, 
both of them being the true ofF-fpring of the vivify¬ 
ing Sun. . , , 

BecaUfe therefore like defires its like, loves, and 
feeks after it, a poifonous Magnet mull not be expo- 
fed [to attradl] a vital food : -For as is the nature ol : 
the Magnet, lo likewile doth it attradl good or evil 
out of the Air. It is a thing that Husbandmen are 
well acquainted withal!, namely, that Wheat produ¬ 
ced! nothing clle but Wheat, and Irom TLares do 
Tares arile If the Seed or Magnet be aureous and 
pure, it will alfo acquire to it felf pure and golden 
Virtues, and be encrealed by them. 


Y O U mull get made fome flat and ftrong glafs 
Diflies or Platters, in which you mull put 
your Magnet the thicknels of half a fingers breadth, 
and expole it moill to the Sun, that the unprofitable 
humidity may vanifh by evaporation. Which done, 

( and in the Summer time it will be done in a few 
hours, efpecially if there were not too much of the 
Golden Liquor put into the Difhes) expofe the fame 
Diflies, which contain in them the [thus] dried Salt, 
in the night-time, open to the cold and moill Lunar 
Beams, that the Salt may by its magnetick virtue 
afibciate unto it felf from the Air, the Water, which 
carries in it the univerfal food of the Air, and con*- 
fequently may be diilolved. This Solution is to be 
agen let out in the day-time to the Sun beams, which 
will again dry up the unprofitable moillure, and 
leave in the Salt, that vivifying and golden Seed, 
which it contrailed in the cold Night and Air, to¬ 
gether with the humidity, which is void of any vir¬ 
tue. The Salt being freed by the Sun from its fu¬ 
perfluous moillure, muft be again expofed at Night 
to the 'Lunar beams, that it may again imbibe the 
Aftral virtues, and may be agen dilfolved in the im¬ 
bibed water, that, being the next day, as the day a- 
fore, -expofed to the Sun, it may be animated anew 
with thole fame virtues: Thefe expofings by turns 
[to the Sun and Moon,'] mull be fo long and lo often 
repeated, untill the faid Magnet, ( after its being dri¬ 
ed at the day-time in the Sun) will, at the night¬ 
time, hardly admit of any moillure from the Air, 
and that being dry and put upon a red-hot Plate, 
it readily melts without fume. For then may it be 
applied to ufe, as being a conftant and fix Medica¬ 
ment 

This interchangeable Solution and Coagulation 
muft be repeated lome hundreds of times, and every 
Solution and Coagulation is to be accounted for a 
Philofophical day. 

If now in the Summer-leafon the heat of the Sun 
be not llrong enough in our Countries for the effec¬ 
ting of this operation, the faid heat may be concen¬ 
tred by Glalles, or metallick Inftruments, and be 
made more efficacious, that the Coagulation may 
be ripened [or haftned." 1 But in defeil of fuch In- 
ftrumenrs, and want of the heat of the Sun, which 
is frequently over-call with ftore of Clouds, you may 
eafily forward the Coagulation with our Common 
Fire, and that too with a more unfailable and Ipee- 
dier operation than that is, wherein the drying up 
bv the Solar heat is always to be waited for. And 
although this operation, which is performed in the 
Sun, is to be accounted of as far the better, yet not- 
withllanding the Sim doth operate together with 
our Common Fire after an invifible manner, when 
we cannot make ufe of the Sun it le’f. For where- 
foever the Air is, there alfo is to be found the invifi- 
blc Sun, and the occult virtue and power of life. 
He that can have the opportunity of tiling the Sun 
in this operation, needs not any other 1 ire. But the 
ufing of our Common Fire requirerh a peculiar Iron 
Furnace, whereon the Difnes or Bafons are to be 
placed to dry. But yet the heat muft not be under¬ 
neath, and ilrike at the bottom of the faid Bafons, 
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bur it mull be fuch as may ftrike the heat down¬ 
wards at top of the matter onely, and may gently 
and by little and litde confume the humidity : For 
elfe there would be hazard of the Liquors boiling o- 
ver, and of being loft, if the heat ftiould be placed 
under the bottom of the Diflies. The Iron Furnace 
may be made of Iron Plates,refembling Arched work, 
[or Oven likcj and be placed within a Stone Fur¬ 
nace, and have a Door fitted thereunto, that fo nei¬ 
ther Duft nor Allies may fly thereinto, and by this 
way will the Salts be dried in two or three hours 
time. And now, that you may not need to wait till 
rhe night approachech, you may have a wooden 
Box or Cheft made, and covered over at the top, but 
pierced full of holes all round about the fides, which 
( with the Bafons placed therein) may in the Win- 
ter-fealbn be let abroad to the cold Air, and in the 
Summer-time may be placed in Ibme moift Cellar, 
that lo the Salts may attraft from the Air the food of 
Life. For in all places of the World doth the Air 
contain in it ( though in one place more plentifully, 
and better, than in another) that occult faculty and 
•virtue of Life, without which, neither Men nor Ani¬ 
mals are able to live. But by how much purer the 
Air lhall be,.lo much rhe purer and more ex¬ 
cellent is the acquired Medicine. As for the Tranf- 
mutation of Metals, it matters not much what Air 
it is that you get, for every fort of Air is fit for this 
operation. We doe in this place manifeft onely the 
way of fixing it: Now every one knows that a pure 
and dean Air is better than a grofs and an impure 
one, and that the heat of the Sun is better than the 
•heat of Coles, or of a Lamp. 

Thomas Aquinas writes, that God with his Angels 
cannot want our fire, and therefore is he reproved 
by Paracel/ris, becaufe he faith that God cannot want 
the Elementary fire. Alas, Good man, he did not 
fo accurately weigh this matter, for this propofition 
tends onely to this end, namely, to for afore our 
eyes the purity of the Fire neceflary for the Codtion 
of our Medicine. From whence it is fufficiently 
manifeft, that a Medicament will be fo much the 
better, by how much the purer the Fire (hall be. 
For a grofs Air begets a grofs Blood. But in this 
operation, the Air is the Meat and Drink of our 
Golden Salt, but rhe Water or Phlegm is to be dri¬ 
ven away by heat, it being a fuperfluous Excrement 
adhering on to that Air. Now in thofe manifold 
Solutions and Coagulations, the Magnet doth Al¬ 
ways retain fome good thing, and encreafeth both 
in weight and virtue, and attaineth a conftancy : 
like as Men and other Animals are encreafed with 
Meat and Drink, and doe grow in ftature, and mul¬ 
tiply themfelves. The whole work therefore of ma¬ 
king this kingly Medicament by the help of the fecret 
Solar fire, doth confift in a good, pure, and golden 
Magnet, and afterwards in a true Solution and Co 
agu'ation : Which if it be too fpeedy and ftrong, the 
over much hear will burn up and confume the at¬ 
tracted food of Life. If therefore a Medium be not 
ufed, it fo happens, as ’tis wont to be in any Earth 
that is too moift , and therefore not [capable of] 
bearing fruit. So that nothing is more neceflary 
than to have a due regard of mediocrity, not 
onely in the Solution, but in the Coagulation like- 
wife. 

And this is that way by which rhe Solution done 
in the Air, and the Coagulation made in the Sun, 
doe reduce the Mercurial water, and the Minerals 
prepared with Salt into fulile and tinging Stones; 


1 which thing the Common (ire will never perform in 
a glafs clqfed up, and without the Air 

Note this, and believe it, and doe it, and thou 
wilt find what thou haft believed, come to pals. 

Supper being.ended, and the Drinking-bout over, 
tis time for the Gucfts to go to Bed, unto whom 
the cuftomof fome is to prefent a doling Cup, made 
of good and profitable llerbs, 'mongft which, fuch 
as are more bitter, are for the moft part in greateft 
efieem, becaufe they dole up the me e:h of the Sto¬ 
mach, and beget a quiet Sleep. 

Now to parallel this Cuftom, I will here fet one 
down, for thofe that arc defirous of fuch like bitter 
Potions, and fuch an one as they may prepare accor¬ 
ding to their pleafure, and apply to ufe. 

lake of common Aqua Fortis, which you muft 
reftifie by a Cucurbit, or by a Retort, that it may 
be bright and clear. Diflolve therein, by boiling in 
hot Sand, as much cupellatcd Silver as it will dif- 
folve; but you are to note here, that there muft 
not be any Copper at all in the Silver, for it would 
lpoil the Medicament. Into the Solution pour ftrong 
and well rectified Spirit of Sal-Armoniack , fo long 
till the A.qua Forth makes no more Ebullition. When 
all the tiffing and noife is over, there will be about 
the half part of the Silver precipitated, and fettled 
to the bottom, and will be of an afhy colour. Place 
the Glafs in Sand, put Fire thereunder, and boil 
the precipitated Silver with the Menflruum , in which 
boiling there will feparate yet more Silver out of the 
Mtnfiruum, and the refidue will remain difldved up 
in the Menfiruum, which is to be filtered through 
Cap paper, and then to be evaporated by little and 
little in Sand, that all the humidity may be ab- 
ftrafted. 

N. B. The Aqua Fortis and Spirit of Sal-Arm sm¬ 
ack, turn into a liquid and volatile Salt, and have 
loft their corroding property, which Salr hath intro¬ 
verted the Silver, and drawn its bitternefs forth, in- 
fomuch that borh Salts are converted into one bitter 
and green Salt. This Salt muft be difiolved, filter¬ 
ed, and purified by pouring Water thereon, and 
again drawing it otf; and being hereby rent red 
more pure, it refolves it felf in the cold Air into a 
green and bitter Liquor, one drop of which is able 
to make a whole Cupfull of Wine bitter. And this 
Wine being drunk is profitable to the Stomach, cau- 
feth quiet Sleep, diflipates Windincfs, and keeps the 
Belly Soluble. 

N. B. This Salt guilds over Glades, and other gla¬ 
zed Veflels with Silver, nor does it vanifh away but 
remains conftant. It likevvife performs other confi- 
derab'e effects in Alcbymy, as may be fecn in my 
other Writings, but efpeciafly in the fecond part of 
my Furnaces, of the laft Edition. Ar.d thus do I 
leave the Guefts to their reft, that they may Sleep 
even till broad Day-light. 

The Sun being up, and fome of the Guefls being 
very droughty or thirfty with their Yefternight Sur¬ 
feiting, and being tormented with overmuch Heat; 
they endeavour to extinguifh this Inflammation <f 
the Liver, with cold Fountain Water, or with (mail 
Beer, or with hungry and fharpning Wine. Others 
fend to the Apothecaries for fome Syrup of Rofes, or 
Violets, and mix that with Fountain Water, and fo 
drink it otf. But the burning hot Liver is prefendy 
fmitten with a fudden liorrour, the Stomach is re¬ 
frigerated, and befet with ciammy Humours, and 
moft an end the Limbs are debilitated, the Skin be¬ 
comes Scabby and cold Fearers pollefs rhe Stomach. 

Infteact 
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Inftead therefore of fuch like drink, I will here fub-( 
ftitute a far berter cooling Potion, which fhall not j 
hinder the health, as thole do, but be profitable to , 
the fame. 

Take one pound of Spirit of Salt, not ofthat yel¬ 
low, unredtified Spirit that is (old in the Shops, but 
of our well redtified Spirit; wherein diffolve as much 
Tartar as it will afl'ociate unto it felf in a gentle boi¬ 
ling; filter the Solution through Cap-paper, that fo 
all the FoeceJ‘~vhich were in the Tartar, may abide 
in the Paper,and the SpiritofSalt it felf together with 
the [diffolved] Tartar may pals through, bright and 
clear ; if the Solution Hands long in a cold place,part 
of the Tartar will Ihoot into Cryftals,and part there¬ 
of will remain mixt with rheSpiritof Salt, and give 
it a gratefull vinous Acidity. Ifyou ufe white Tar¬ 
tar then the faid Spirit will remain white, red Tar¬ 
tar tingeth the fame with the colour of a Ruby. 
N. B. The Spirit of Salt is of fuch a nature, as that 
it makes all colours more fair. You may therefore 
ule red Tartar to make this Potion withall, becaule 
of the lovelinels of the colour, wherewith it tingeth 
the Spirit of Salt, for as to the virtues and efficacy 
of them, there is no difference to be found between 
them. 

This Tartarized Spirit of Salt is very fweet, and 
tails like an acid Wine, lome drops of which, being 
drunk in cold Fountain Water, will not at all hurt 
the Liver : nor will it onely allay the droughtinefs 
and thirft, bur alfo ftir up in the Stomach an Appe 
tite to meat and drink. And therefore I do com¬ 
mend this Tartarized Spirit of Salt, beyond all other 
thirft-allaying Remedies, and it may be taken fafely 
and plealantly, both Summer and IVinter , becaule 
theunripeand acid Wines being drunk with Fountain 
Water and Sugar, do refrigerate the Stomach, and 
load it with tenacious humours, and weaken the Ap¬ 
petite, and hinder digeftion. 

Moft profitable therefore is this our Spirit unto 
thole, who daily drinking much Ale, may always 
mix a little of the fame with their Ale. For it makes 
the Ale to taft like an acidifh Wine, it allays thirft, 
lo that there will not need fuch a guzling in of lo 
great a quantity of thick Ale, it difeulfeth Wind, ex- 
pells Urine, hinders the generation of the Stone in 
the Bladder and Reins, and if it be already genera¬ 
ted it diflolves and confumes the fame, aod by little 
and little drives out the lame with the Urine. Being 
adminiftred to fuch as are troubled with the Feaver, 
Gout, Stone, and Scurvy, and that in all their 
drink, it is a plealant and profitable Remedy. Con¬ 
cerning the ule of which, you may find morefpoken 
in my Treadle, intituled. The Confolation of Sailors. 

Now befides all this, there is yec one thing more 
that I (hall here admonifh you of; namely, that 
by the Spirit of Salts help may a Remedy be admi¬ 
niftred to many more hurt full dilorders, bur elpeci- 
ally in the ftead of thole fharpilh Waters, unto 
which, Men are wont to come from far and under¬ 
take long Journeys, lofing their moft pretious time 
and Money, negledting their Calling, their Houfhold 
Affairs, their Wife and Children, upon the bare hope 
of recovering their former Health : Whereas not- 
withftanding, the Spirit of Salt well prepared with 
Tartar, and having a little Steel Powder put there¬ 
into, will perform the very lame effect as the Cali- 
beat Waters are wont to do, and lo they may avoid 
the lols of lo much expences, and of their pretious 
time ; and thus every one mav dilcharge and follow 
his own Calling and Domeftick Affairs, and yet for 


all that, be cured by the help of the Tartarized and 
Chalibeat Spirit of Salt which openeth the Obftruc- 
tions of the Liver and Spleen. 

But what fhall I fay much for ? Some haply there 
are that go the more willingly to thole Waters every 
year,for other reafons. Such as have old chiding 
Wives at Home, that take it very ill if their Huf 
bands do but ftir out of Doors, and are continually 
a plaguing them with Scoldings and ill Words, have 
not thefe think you great reafon to leek fome Di- 
verlion i 

Young Women alfo love to vifit thefe Waters and 
Baths, who meeting not with fo much heat in their 
feeble and aged Husbands, as to beget them with 
Child, betake themfelves to thole Waters and Baths, 
where at all times they meer with adtive ftrong Com¬ 
panions, full of ftrength and Metal, who without 
doubt do frequent the faid places, for this very end, 
namely, to apply warm fuppofitories to thofe cold 
Women, and uterine emplaliers to make them Fruit- 
full, and to take away Sterility. Such kind of Dames 
being reftored to their former health, and re¬ 
turned Horn®, their Husbands find (after fome few 
Months) how effectual the ule of thole Waters have 
been upon their Wives. 

Befides, it moft an end happens that the Mafter 
and Miftrelsbeingablent,the Houfhold Affairs are ve¬ 
ry awkwardly adminiftred and managed by the Chil¬ 
dren, the Men-fervants, and Maid fervants; and 
that common German Proverb doth ufually take 
place; The Cat being out of the way. The Alice upon 
the Shelves do play. The truth of this is fufficiently 
teftified by frequent Examples. And therefore it is 
much better to drink thefe acid Waters at Home, 
whereby both Money and Time is fpared, and ma¬ 
ny evils prevented. And thus much may fuffice to 
have been laid concerning a refrigerating Drink. 

And now, feeing we have at hand good Cheefe 
and Butter, good Sawces or Cates, and delicate 
Drink,can we notbe herewith content'’ Verily in my 
Judgment here’s enough dilht out for one Banquet. 
But lome may fay, in very good time 1 Glauber (^in¬ 
deed] does not onely teach us the preparation of 
good Meats, but likewife of Cheefe, Butter, Sawces, 
[or Junkets,] and pretious Wine, but yet tells usnot 
front whence the Milk to make the Cheefe and But¬ 
ter withall is to be had, nor whence the Sugar and 
Spices for the Cates, and the Grapes needful I to 
make the Wine with, are to be gotten l What be¬ 
nefit have we by knowing how to make Cheele and 
Butter, and yet want Cows to yield us Milk l To 
fatisfie thele, we will demonftrate unto them, that 
even both the Milk it felf, and the precious Spices, 
and moft excellent Grapes are all attainable by the 
help of Salt. 

In my Treadle called Miraculum Munis y as like- 
wife in that called The continuation of the fame, and in 
that Book, of the nature of Salts , 1 have clearly en¬ 
ough fhown, that all the faculty of the Growth and 
Nourilhment of all growing and movable Creatures 
doth take its rile and original but of Salt alone, and 
that the corredtion or melioration, not onely of Ve¬ 
getables and Animals, but even of the Minerals too, 
is to be fought for from the fame. 

But foralmuch as this bettering of the Metals 
meets with but little credit and is tery hardly belie¬ 
ved and underftood,(nay "tis plainly thought a thing 
impoffible to be effected,! 1 could not choofe bur 
manifeft and demonftrate the truth of the fame unto 
the whole World ;• namely, that like as the Metals 
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are in long procels of time maturated by Salt in 
the Bowels of the Earth: Even fo may the fame be 
like wile maturated, mundified, and amended out of 
the Earth, by Salt, by the help and benefit of Art ; 
not onely by the moift way, but alfo by the dry, and 
that with one Fire, in one Furnace, and with one 
Servant, whom I will in this place call The Country - 
man paying his yearly Rent. When his belly is con 
tinually fill'd with Coles, his Plows never ceafe go¬ 
ing, (o that weekly, monthly and yearly he is able 
to pay his mailer the due hire, namely Gold and 
Silver, wherewith all things neceflary lor houfhold 
expences may be gotten. 

And although this Countryman, which I will here 
deferibe, be not that [great] Country-Farmer, which 
I have mentioned in the Third Part of the Profperity of 
Germany yet notwithlfanding he is a little one, and 
one that will dilcover lo much unto the ignorant as 
to caufe them to believe that the thingswhich 1 (peak 
of are pofiible to be done, and that there is a yet 
richer and better Countryman. But this here is to 
be accounted as a (mall Cow, and which will how¬ 
ever fupply you with Milk, Butter and Cheefe, for 
neceflary ufes, if not with Sugar, Spices, and Wine 
too, to be fer out upon the Table. If this Country 
fellow be too little and linall for any one, he may 
even provide himfelf of a better, and learn by the 
confideration of this, by what means fuch Country¬ 
men are to be nourilhed, that lo the Rent may be 
gotten from him in its due time. 

A. The little Country Tenant with one Plow. B. The 
Countryman with three Plows. C. The Countrymans 
Cap. D. His three Plows. E. The Regtfters to govern 
the Fire by. F. The Glafs fet in with his A tembick and 
Receiver. G. The Door to flint the Crate. H. The Afli- 
hole. I. A Basket of Coals [See the Fig. before the 
;d. p. of the Profperity of Germ, noted with pag 76 .] 

In the firll place you muft prepare you fome 
pounds of good Spirit of Salt, after the way which 
1 preferibed with Vitriol, without which it will etf'edt 
nothing, for out of this [Vitriol] it doth in the pre¬ 
paration carry over with it the fpiritual Gold, or 
tinging Spirit, which faid [fpiritual Gold] is, in the 
performing of the operation, fixed, together with that 
Ipiritual Gold, which lyes hidden in the inferior Me¬ 
tals, and lo becomes manifelh 

Then (in the next place) you muft build you a 
Furnace, which is called by the Chymifts the flow 
Henry, or dull Harry , but 1 call it The little Country 
Farmer or yearly Renter : you may build it, I lay, of 
what bignefs you pleale ; or for Example fake, the 
Tower which holds the Coles may be about Man- 
heighth, and about one Cubit broad in the inlide, 
but lb, that the top part and bottom part be nar¬ 
rower, and the middle part wider. To this Tower 
you muft adjoyn two or three Furnaces, which are 
here called the Countryman's Plows, and in which 
the Vends are to be placed, which hold the Me¬ 
tals that are to be maturated by the Spirit of Salt, 
and which have a continual heat, whereby the never- 
ceafing coftion is holpen from the Tower that con¬ 
tains the Coles Now lee that you make all things 
cleverly and well proportioned, whereby that the 
Fire may be well and commodioufly governed, and 
may be conferved for twenty four hours at leaft,with- 
out any looking too or mcdling with, as may be leen 
by the now described Figure. 

The Veflel, in which the Spirit of Salt, with the 
Metal, is to be exercifed (or laboured) with a daily 
Coition, muft be made of fuch matter as doth nor 


Hie with the heat of the Fire, nor is nor eaten with 
the fharpnefs of the Spirit, (but fuch as may be 
feen in my Laboratory, and will for the moftparc 
dure and hold the Spirit of Salt a whole year with¬ 
out breaking. 

All things being ready and fitted, the Country¬ 
mans Belly is to be filled with Coals up to the Neck, 
and his Head covered with a Cap, that the Fire 
may not find any out-let, fave by the lower holes, 
through which, the heat may find an entrance into 
the adjoined Furnaces; and as foirthe Vellels, they 
are to be filled with the Spirit of Salt, and with Me¬ 
tals fitted for this Operation, and to be covered 
with their Alembicks, that the Spirits which afeend 
in the boiling may be received and conferved. When 
all the Spirits of the Salt are come over, they arc 
to be again returned back upon the dried matter in 
theCucurbir,and ate to be agen drawn offby diftilla- 
tion. This operation and cohobation being often 
repeated, doth ripen and fix the fpiritual Silver and 
Gold, whereby it becomes Corporeal : But yet the 
Spirit of Salt alone is not able to give Gold, but ri¬ 
pens Silver onely, but by the addition of other Salts, 
it will give Gold too. And even for the fixation of 
Silver,common Salt may be alfo added to the Spirit of 
Salt, that fo the Spirit of.the Salt may be made ftrong 
in the digeftion ; yea and in time fo very ftrong, as 
to fume even in the cold Air, and therefore a little 
water may be alfo added befidcs the Salt 

Hence it comes to pafs, that in one days digeftion 
fix pounds of Spirit of Salt will give feven pounds of 
the fame punto which, if you again add one pound 
of Water, and one pound of Salt, you (hall have 
eight pound of Spirit of Salt: which by the addition 
of another pound of Salt, and one pound of Water 
more, it may be farther augmented ; infomuch that 
the Spirit of Salt, by a continually-repeated addition 
of Water and Salt, gets a perpetual encreafe, and the 
Metal is fo far from being at all hindred in its matu¬ 
ration, as that it is daily ripened more and more. 
For the Agent and Patient are continually encreafed, 
and become bettered both in quantity and quality; 
which verily is a mod excellent work, and never foi 
manifeftly deferibed by any body as by my felf. 

But that I may be yet better underitood by every 
one, I will here adjoyn a way which every one may 
imitate, and which teacheth how, by the Spirit of 
Salt alone affording not Gold but Silver, the faid 
operation may be inftituted with Copper. 

You muft take care to have a Veflel made either 
bigger or lefler, of fuch matter as the Spirit of Salt 
cannot fpoil or prey upon ; And pour thereinto as 
many pounds of the Spirit of Salt as it will well hold; 
and as many pounds as there be [of Spirit,] fo ma¬ 
ny ounces of Copper-plate muft you put in , and to 
them add twice as many ounces of Salt, Co that to 
one ounce of Copper there may be two ounces of 
Salt. The Spirit of Salt being drawn off even till the 
Copper and Salt be dry, it will be ftronger and more 
in quantity, becaufe, from the adjoyned Salt, it hath 
acquired to it (elf an encreale and greater Virtues. 
Pour this Spirit agen upon the Coppet, which in the 
firft diftillation was wholly difl'olved up ; and boil 
the Spirit of Salt over the fire, that the Copper, to¬ 
gether with the Salt, which was not carried over by 
the Spirit in the firft diftillation, may be again dif- 
(olved. 

The Furnace being cool'd , Take the glafs out of 
the Sand, and pafs the Spirit of Salt with the diflol- 
ved Copper through Cap-paper, and wafh Lhe white 
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Calx that remains in the Paper with water, dry it, 
and melt it with a fix Lixivial Salt, and you fhall find 
as much pure Silver, nay, even fomewhat more than 
the Copper had in it by its own nature. Put the 
green filtred Solution agen into the Cucurbit, being 
firll well wafh't ; of which, if there be fix pounds, 
add thereunto one pound of Salt, and half a pound 
of Water, that fo there may be feven pounds and 
an half, provided the Cucurbit will contain fo many 
pounds, if not, then put the lefs matter therein. 
Then being placthe in Sand, draw oil the Spirit of 
Salt from the added Salt, even to dryneft, and as 
much increafe as you find it have above fix pounds, 
lay it by, and add as much water to thele remain¬ 
ing fix pounds, which you muft again put upon the 
dry matter in the Cucurbit, and then agen diftill it 
otf till the (aid matter be dry, and repeat the fame 
Operation again by pouring on and diftilling off. It 
the Spirit of Salt be augmented in quantity one 
pound, then put more Salt into the Cucurbit, and 
agen augment the fix pounds of Spirit of Salt by the 
addition of Water, and repeat the pourings on, and 
.drawings off after the aforefaid manner, always re-, 
moving at each Diftillation, the increafe that is over 
and above fix pound: and renewing the appofition 
of more Salt, after that the former is drawn olf, un¬ 
till you fhall have gotten in the fifth, fixth, feventh, 
eighth, or tenth Diltillation as much Spirit as you at 
fir ft took, to begin your Diftillation, [which was fix 
pound.] Now all the operation confifteth in this 
knack, namely, that you fo operate, as that nothing 
flies away in fume, for all the encreale arifeth from 
the Salt and Water which you added thereunto. 
When you have gained thus much, you may (with¬ 
out adding any more new Salt) pour on the Spirit 
of Salt feveral times upon the Salt which is left re¬ 
maining in the Cucurbit, and agen draw it oft fo of¬ 
ten thenccfrom, untill it hath brought over with it 
felf almoft all that Salt. Which [Salt] being almoft 
wholly changed by the Spirit of Salt that was pour¬ 
ed into the Cucurbit, Dillolve up the remaining Mafs 
of the Copper and Salt, and the Sand being cold, 
take out your Cucurbit, Filter the Spirit through 
Cap-paper, and wadi the white Powder left in the 
Paper, and dry it, and melt it as afore with a Lixi¬ 
vial Salt, and you fhall have as much pure Silver as 
the Spirit of Salt was able to fix, of the Copper, in 
Inch a time. Then put this green Spirit of Salt into 
the Cucurbit together with more new Salt, and re 
peat the faicl labours ten or twelve times, and the 
Spirit of Salt will be always encreafed and rendred 
more ftrong, and the Copper will agen yield forth 
Silver. 

This Labour, you may at your pleafure, continue 
as long as you lift, for you will always get feme Sil¬ 
ver, and have an encreafe of Spirit. I or both the 
Agent, viz,. the Spirit of Saltj and the Patient, viz,. 
the Copper doe encreafe both as to quantity and 
quality. 

But it may be demanded, Whence that Silver 
comes ? That which gave forth it felf the firft time 
we impute not unto the Spirit ot Salt, as if by it 
made, no ! but we fay that it was in the Copper be¬ 
fore, and was melted out of the Oar, together with 
the Copper, for this may well be. For there’s no 
Copper to be found which does not hold feme Silver 
hidden in its belly: and though the Refiners have as 
accurately feparated it as they could, yet neverthe- 
lefs we doe conclude that that firft Silver feparated 
in the firft Operation, was what was left of the Oar 


in the Copper, and remained unfeparated by the 
Melters [or Refiners] therefrom, and was not made 
by the Spirit of Salt, but onely feparated. And the 
Spirit of Salt being in its nature an enemy to Silver, 
docs not dillolve it. But whence then did that come, 
which offered it felf unto us the lecond, third, and 
fourth time ; whereas in the firft Solution, all the 
Silver was clearly taken out, and none at all left 
therein, but was all of it feparated by filtration? 
What (hall we here (ay, or indeed how (hall we dare 
fay otherwife, but that we believe and confefs, that 
the Spirit of Salt did by its operation make the lame 
of the Copper. Nor is there any realon why this 
fliould feem (b very ftrange unto us, forafmuch as 
yearly, in the Earth, all Copper is naturally turned 
by Salt into Silver, and not onely Copper, bur all 
the other Metals were at firft. Salts : not fuch in¬ 
deed as we ufe about our Cookery in the Kitchins, 
but fuch as are impregnated by the Sulphureous Stars 
[or Conftellations.J 

But forafmuch as we doe at prefent treat onely of 
Copper, we doe not therefore meddle with the reft 
of the Metals : for very rarely is Copper digged out 
of the Earth but it hath Vitriol therein, or, in defed 
of Vitriol, a Sulphur faked with a vitriolateSalt. For 
any fert of Sulphur being burnt, and its fatnefs fla¬ 
ming, the (harp Salt is releafed, and pafleth away 
in fume, refcmbling the taft, of the fiery Oil of 
Vitriol, and is captivated [or caught] in the great 
Alembick under which the Sulphur is burnt. This 
(harp Oil fupplics the place of an Agent as to the Mi¬ 
neral or Oars, in the Veins of the Earth ; and doth 
more and more ripen the Minerals and Metals, but 
exceeding (lowly : for Nature doth (carce attain to 
that limit in a thoufand Years, which Art doth in a 
few Months time. For there are no impediments to 
obftrud the operativeneft of our Agent, fuch as are 
the Stones, Flints, Sands, and various Earths which 
frequently occur, and arc much abounding in the 
bowels of the [Mctallick] Veins : infomuch that it 
can difeharge its Operations freely, and without any 
Impediment at all: and befides too, we ufe our ex¬ 
ternal fire by which we help this our Agent, and 
(Lengthen its virtues, and keep it in a continual 
adion. 

‘ By all this difeourfe may every one fee, that when 
we fpeak of ripening Silver out of C opper by the 
Operations of the Spirit of Salt, it is not contrary to 
nature, but altogether agreeable with the fame. But 
now we doc not fay that any one will fuddenly be- 
bome rich by this Labour, done with the Spirit of 
Salt and Copper, but we have deferibed this Opera¬ 
tion in this place, for this end, namely, that hereby 
the poflibility of the thing may be learned, and that 
there may be good ground to believe, that even this 
too is nioft true, viz,, when we write that by fuch 
or fuch an Agent, corroborated or fortified with 
fuch or fuch Subjects, and placed in fuch-like Dige- 
ftions, Gold may be extraded as well as Silver our 
of the meaner Metals, which how little foever there 
be of, may notwithstanding prove profitab’e. For 
having once made onely feme pounds of Spirit of 
Salt, you will not need to make any more anew, 
for in the digeftion and maturation of the Metals, 
it will daily encreafe, and that in a plentifull man¬ 
ner, and that too without any confiderable cofts, fee¬ 
ing that the Salt it felf, which is to be added, is like- 
wife cheap enough. If you make your Cucurbit of 
pure Silver, (for the Spirit of Salt will not work up¬ 
on that) and digeft your matters therein, you need 
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not then ftand in tear of the breaking of Glalies: 
Befidcs too, you may always let fuch a made Vef- 
fel lie in the Furnace, and alloonas ever the Spirit is 
drawn oft', you may prefently pur it on agen, nor 
is there any need of your waiting fo long, and cea- 
fing from the work till the Vellel cool. It therefore 
a 1 ower to put the Coals in (as afore) be added 
to that Furnace, or Furnaces, then is it a true Coun¬ 
trey Farmer, or Tenant, for the fuftaining of whom, 
there will need no other charge but that of Coals, 
and yet nocwichftandmg he gives you a perpetual 
gain without labour, colt, and trouble. May more, 
if we do but rightly weigh the bufinefs, we fhall 
find that the daily encreale of the Spirit of Salt in 
thefe labours, is eafily fold for more Money than the 
Coals will colt, lo that all that Gold and Silver 
which is gotten out of the Metals, doth otfer it felf 
unto us for nothing Belides, fuch kind of Metals 
may be taken lor this Operation as are wont to yield 
more Silver and Gold than Copper, and the plenti- 
fulnefs thereof will be yet more, iffeveralfuch kinds 
of Metals are joyned together and fo dillolved, and 
digefted, in which operation they better one another 
by a mutual action ; for one lupplies what another 
wants, and likewife from another, are thole fuper- 
fiuities which it has in it, taken therefrom : lb that 
(as we laid afore) the mutual melioration of thole 
Metals may be fet on foot and promoted, as it were 
without any col), and by a very little labour. 

Whofoever he be therefore that has the know 
ledge and experience of the nature and property of 
the Metals, which they are, that have a correlpon- 
dency with each other, and that love to better each 
the other ; and is not ignorant what Agent is agree¬ 
able to Gold ; fuch a one 1 fay as this is, will commit 
unto his Countrey Tenant the care of Weekly and 
Monthly paying the due Rent, and will be able 
by this means to ferve God his Creator without 
wicked Ulury ; to do good unto his Neighbour, to 
extricate himfelf out of that Diabolical Fellowfhip, 
of the impious and the great crew of evil Men ; and 
to lead his Life in Tranquillity and Quietude ; which 
verily is a great and fmgular gift of God, unto any 
one that can arrive unto fuch a knowledge. 

But yet no Man hath any reafon to perfwade 
himfelf, lhould he be a Matter of this Art and Sci¬ 
ence [here fhewn,j that he (hall be able daily to fe- 
parate great heaps of Gold out of the more imperfect 
Metals, whereby he may be enabled to lead a vici 
ous Life. No, lor my endeavour fhall (in the firfi 
place) be, not to make any wicked Man partaker 
of this Art. 

And fecondly, the whole bufinefs confifteth in the 
bleffing of God, as we find it Written, Paul hath 
planted^ and Apollo l Vat ere d, but God bath given hu 
Hlejjing : For without this Blefling, all our Labour is 
but in vain: And this the Prophet David doth like- 
wife teftific, laying, In vain do ye rife up early , and 
being loaden with many cares , go to Bed late , and eat 
your Bread with troubles : For unto them whom God 
is favourable doth be beftow bis gifts even while 
they are Afleep. Moreover St Paul faith, It is not 
of him that wills , nor of bun that runs , but of God that 
jheweth mercy . And therefore a wicked Man, though 
he lhould polfeft fo great a thing, yet would he not 
do any good upon it, if he wanreth Gods Blefling. 
Belides, 1 do hot here bring forth my little Country¬ 
man upon the Stage, as if he could help any one 
unco huge Treafures ; no, but onelyas one that can 
bellow fo much as may tulfice, honeftly to live. Un- 


lels haply a Man fhould light upon rich Veins and 

metalline Oars, which lhould abound with much 
corporeal Gold, and fb bv this means fhould yield 
great Treafures. Now fb much cannot be looktfor 
from luch Metals as have in them but a fpiritual Gold 
onelv, unlefs the true weight be found, and that 
there be gotten the knowledge ofthofe Metals which 
have a great affinity with each other, and which 
being joined together yield forth Gold - Orherwife 
you mutt not expedl ought elfe from this Operation 
fave an honeft and moderate profit. 

But now, as touching what Metals they are that 
have fuch affinity, and what the true proportion of 
the weight is, no body hath any reafbri to enquire of 
me, for I do nor as yet profefs my felf an expert 
and abfolute Artift in this matter, for fomecime* I 
have a very gainfull fuccefsofmy trials that 1 make 
and fomecimes agen I get lefs. 

I was willing therefore to ffiew the wav here, of 
ripening the meaner Metals by the help ol’Salr, and 
that too ina manner without any cofts : which way 
of fo doing being by me laid open, may fuffice for 
this rime, nor did ever any reveal it before me (I 
(peak it without boatting) or produce ir unto pub- 
lick view in fo open a manifettation as I have done. 

And now if this reparation lhould be ufed about 
the hxed Gold oncly which lies hidden in the Oars 
and Metals, yet mouglit great profir be therebv got¬ 
ten in all places ; for there is no place in the World 
in which thereare not to be found luch Earth,Sand 
and Scones as contain in them corporeal Gold which 
may be extraded by the afore preferred wav with¬ 
out any cofts at all But here is to be obferved 
that thofe things which I have written, and clearlv 
demonftrated concerning fuch feyaratory Operations 
in the third parr of the Profperity of Germany, are to 
be agen lead over, and we!) lookc into. 

Moreover, this is alio to be known, that this ma¬ 
turation ifinftiruted by the dry way, brings more 
profit than if done by the moift wav ; for in rhe dry 
way the Agent is more holpen than in the moift 
way, in which there is always plenty of moifture. 
But however, both ways namely the dry way, and 
the moift may be done with one and the fame Fire 
nor will the coft be any more than if the moift way 
were madeufeof alone by it felf. 

For that Tower wherein the Coals are, and which 
is to keep the Spirit of Salt in perpetual digeftion 
and to heat the adjoined Furnaces, is always bright 
hoc at the Grate, upon which [grate] if a cemen¬ 
ting Vellel filled with Salt and Metals be placed, 
there will then be even thence as much profit as by 
an adjoined Furnace, and fo by the Fire of one Fur¬ 
nace, and by the leif fame labour and coft is a double 
Opei ation performed, and a continual rent maybe 
expected from the double Countryman. 

\oumuft likewife note, that thereisa great diffe¬ 
rence of Salts, and that one Salt is more fit for this 
abour, and another for that; but by how much 
greater the Acrimony is, that the Salt abounds wich- 
a ‘l, fo much the more pocenr an /\genc it is: info- 
much chat it is of great concernment for a Man to 
know how to concentrate the moift Fire or Agent, 
concerning which Concentration there is no need of 
mentioning any thing in this place; forafmuch as I 
fuppole char cheie things which are at prefenr fpoken 
are fiifficient enough. 

Moreover I would have the Son of Art know 
that the Salt of the Macrocofm or of the Ocean’ 
which we have raughc the making the Spirit of, is’ 

nothing 
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nothing at all fo efficacious as that which is gotten 
out of the Microcofm: For whatfoever things are 
found to be in the Microcofm or greater World, the 
fame are likewife in the Macrocofm or leffer World, 
namely, Man. But it is not my purpofe to difeourfe 
farther of this thing in this place, but will (God 16 
permitting) treat more at large of the fame, if I 
come to write fomewhat of the nature and fignature 
of the greaw’K World. For hereby great my fteries 
may be learned, which omitting to fpeak more of, 

1 keep dole to Salt and fay, that that Salt which 
comes out of the Ocean or Sea of Man, or of fome 
other Animal, that is, which is voided out of the 
Bladder, is far more fit for the Tranfmutation of 
Metals, than that which is gotten out of the Sea, as 
being the Bladder of the great Animal. 

The Ancients have called the World the great 
Animal, and very rightly, for in its Center it hath 
a fiery heart by which (as being the great Animal) 
it moves it felf, and conferves its life, as fhall be 
fpoken of in another place if God (hall permit, for 
according to the common Proverb, Man propofetb 
and God difpofeth. 

Morten was not ignorant that Arcana s of great 
moment lie hidden in Urine, but hath manifeflly fig- 
nified it. For when he had prepared the Tindture 
for King Calid, he wrote upon the VelTel in which 
it was, thcle words, He that carries all things ov'nh 
him, needs not any others help. And having fo done, 
he lilently betook himfelf unto his Cell. But he 
had faid before unto the King, In thee O King ! the 
Medicine is, by which words, he meant Urine. For 
out of Man’s Urine may a fix Stone be made, which 
fhall be manifefted in other places. 

Furthermore this likewife is to be here known, 
that it is a mod notable and a true experiment and 
artifice in Alchymy, that is, in the true melting of 
Salt, when the Agent of Salt, and the Patient, or 
Metal, are (b thoroughly conjoined and mixed, as 
that the Agent is difperft throughout the Patient, 
that fo the Patient may fufFer the more, and confe- 
quently that that Patient Metal may be the fooner 
ripened and fixed. When a Flock of Sheep being 
in the Fold, fee the Woolf coming, they are indeed 
all terribly affrighted, but are not all bitten and 
torn, and 16 a part of them feel the hurt and the 
other part remain free. But if the Woolf feizeth 
upon the Sheep in the open Field, and that the Sheep 
are featcered far and wide 16 that they cannot pof- 
fibly flock together, they will certainly fufFer more 
grievoufly. 

For Example fake, when I would meliorate Lead 
by means of Salt, whether by the moift way by Spi¬ 
rit of Salt or by the dry way by dry Salts, if now I 
cannot radically conjoin the laid Salts and Lead 
together, I do but little to purpole, becaufe Lead 
and Silver, unlels prepared by Angular Ingeny and 
Skill, are not touched upon by Salt and its Spirit, 
and (6 fuffering but fuperficially onely they are able 
to refill a long time. But being radically united un¬ 
to Salt by the benefit of Art, (6 as thac they cannot 
be diftinguifht from each other, then they fufFer in all 
their parts and die, which death is their melioration 
and life. He that defires to arrive at this Goal, 
muft rife betimes, and ule a moll notable diligence, 
for floathfulnefs hedgethup the way of coming there¬ 
unto : Even I my felf am no perfect Artificer, but 
wait upon the Omnipotent God, expedling what he 
will pleafe to bellow upon me for time to come, and 


I live content with my prelent enjoyments. Thus 
likewife let another do. 

But if now Saturn is to be ufed after another way 
and to ferve inlfead of Earth to receive and multiply 
the metallick Seed,' there’s no need of dillolving it in 
Salts, but it will be better to have it onely fwell or 
putt up in them, and keep in fuch a politure as 
Earth is, conferving the Seed fown therein, in a 
moderate humidity and in the temperate heat of the 
Sun, which way is alio a good one and commodious 
for the produdtion of good metallick Fruits, and 
that by the help of Salt, as the following Procefs 
fhews, under this title, namely, 

The Fire and Azoth tvafh Laton. 

I QOME of the Philofophers have called their Pa* 
O tient Laton , and their Agent Az,oth. But what 
fubjcct that is which they meant by the name of 
Laton there are many Opinions of Authours con¬ 
cerning it, in whole Writings may be feen, that the 
greateff part of them do intend thereby Saturn, but 
yet not the vulgar : and even fo is it too concerning 
their Az,oth, or Vinegar, that being likewife diverf- 
ly accepted. But be it as it will, yet this is certain, 
that even in the common Saturn do many abftrufe 
fecrets lie hidden, (to fay nothing of the more myf- 
terious Saturn , did we but know how to get it 
ou't.) 

All Philolophers do fuppofe, that the Heart in 
Saturn is better than that in Gold it felf, and for thac 
reafen do they call Lead a Lsaprous Gold, and fay, 
that if it could be mundified by a true walhing, feme 
great matter would proceed thereout of. Many 
Men have very much bulled themfelves about this 
wafhing, but yet have not attained unto ought elfe, 
fave that they have brought the Saturn into a white, 
fugacious, and liquid Body, concerning which la¬ 
bour I have made mention in this Treadle of metal¬ 
lick Cates and Sawces, and alio in the third Part of 
the Profperity of Germany. 

In my judgment, the common Saturn is a com¬ 
modious Earth, for the reception of a metallick Seed, 
and for bringing the lame unto multiplicaton ; Wit- 
nels Faraceljus himfelf who tells us, that Saturn may 
be compared to the Earth, for all fuch things as it 
feizeth on it makes like it felf, and turns them into 
Earth, viz,, in the common Fire, for Faracelfus here 
intends that. 

But now, if feme metallick Seed be fewn in Sa¬ 
turn, as being a commodious metallick Earth, and 
that fuch an Earth and fuch a Seed be moiftned with 
a due metallick Water, and be expofeil to the fruit 
producingandvivifying Sun, the earth together with 
the Seed, doth by reafen of the moiftning caufed by 
the pouring on,or affufion of the mineral Water,lwell 
up, and become porous, and receives and conlerves 
the Water, fo that the ripening Sun cannotdry up 
the Earth, and conlequently burn up the Seed. And 
by how much the oftner the Earth is moiftned with 
the mineral Water, and the Sun expelleth the faid 
humidity, fo much the fpeedier doth the Seed ripen, 
and attain to his maturity. 

For like as the Husband-man when he is about 
to few this Corn, chooleth fuch a ground, as con¬ 
tains a fat and tenacious mould, which may not be 
wafht away with the Rain, nor fufFer the due nou- 
rifhment to be withdrawn from the Seed ; for if the 
Seed be fown in Sand, a little Rain can eafily wafh 
away the Sand and Seed, and impede the faculty of 

growth, 
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growth, which in a farand tenacious Soil is not wont 
to happen. For the Water or Rain fhould but onely 
moiften the Earth, that it may not be too clofely 
compreft, but become porous and admit of the Rains 
penetrating unto the Seed : which when lo, then is 
there hopes of the Seeds fprouting, in fuch a fat 
Earth which fwells up by means of the Water, and 
of bi inging forth its Fruit. 

Even juft after the lame manner are the metallick 
Seeds to be fown, and ripened ; and for Example 
lake, let us take the vulgar and common Saturn, 
(well mundified) for that Earth, into which we will 
low fuch a Seed as having a great affinity with Sa¬ 
turn, loves to be augmented therein, whereby it may 
bringforth fruit. And like as the Seed of any Ani¬ 
mal requires an Animal Matrix, as a Field or Earth 
to be multiplied in, and hathrnotany affinity with 
the common Earth : Even lo likewife doth a metal¬ 
lick Seed require a metallick Earth, Matrix, or 
Ground, wherein it may germinate and be multi¬ 
plied. 

Now" this multiplication is on fuch wile made, as 
is done in the Animals, by the conjunction of Male 
and Female, one performing the office of the Agent, 
and the other of the Patient. So then, we will make 
fome trial in this Procels which is here annexed, not 
for the intent of getting great Treafures thereby, but 
for the lake of fearching into, and getting the know¬ 
ledge of Nature ; we will rake the Male in the room 
of tlic Seed, and the Female inftead rtf the Ground 
or Field, and we will try whether or no the Seed 
will admit of multiplication. 

Let us therefore rake the common Saturn for the 
Feminine Matrix, and Antimony of the Male-like- 
-- feed, which we will fow into its own Matrix, as 

K Husbandmen are wont to do. I do not gain-lay but 

that there are other Seeds, and probably better to 
be found to be implanted in Saturn , than Antimony 
is: ,B ut yet here i content my felf with this of An¬ 
timony, as having an intention of onely Ihewing at 
this prelent, by what way it may appear that a me- 
p tallick Seed may be brought to a faculty or poflibiUty 

* of growth in the Saturnine Earth. And upon this 
account for Demonftrations fake of this Labour, was 
I willing to ufe Antimony, it being a mafeuline Seed 
of a Saturnine kind. For common Saturn is ufually 
accounted for the true firft Ens of £.««<?,and Anti¬ 
mony for the true firft Ens of Sol, and they are in 
very deed found lo to be. For you lhall not find 

t any Lead without Silver, norany Antimony without 
Gold; lo that I ftrongly perfwade my lelf that from 
!t! thole two, there cannot arife ought elle but what is 
good and profitable, did we but know how legiti¬ 
mately to compound and handle them. And although 
I do not profels my lelf to know many things, yet 
will I limply tell you my opinion, concerning the 
way which I fuppole fuch a' Commixtion and Ma¬ 
turation may be effected by. 
i 

A Philolopher faith thus, 

* 

$ By Gold and Silver you will nothing do , 

Unlefs you ufe their firft Ens thereunto . 

* 1 

The firft Entities of both thele are Lead and An¬ 
timony, the latter of which, (-viz,. Antimony,) is not 
to be admitted in that impure ftate that we find it in, 
unto the former, as unto its Bride orSpoufe, but 
muft firft be walhed in a hot and fharp Lixivial Bath, 
that it may thereby attain to a delicate filvery white- 


of Germany. 


nels, and fliine like a Star in the Firmament; which 
Antimony thus purged, is called by Paracelfus, the 
llgned Star. '* 

But yet I would not have any one to think, that 
I do here mean the common ftcllate Regulm of Mars 
which would be diffolved in Spirit of Salt, and would 
feparate it fell'from the Lead, which ought not to 
be : But that figned Star muft be lb prepared, as 
not toadmic of being diffolved in Spirit of Salt,’for 
elfe it will not ferve for this Work, ‘jit muft be lb 
concreted as if it were fo many thin Shells (one 
within another,) and lb very hard as to be able to 
cut Glals, and to llrike Fire out of a Flint. This 
figned Star being fo walht, is to be fown into its own 
Matrix; and by the fblar Heat and fruitful! Rain, 
to be promoted and enforced unto growth. 

Take of the thus prepared mafeuline Seed, of 
figned Star, [A] parts, and of the feminine kind, 
[B] parts, melt the figned Star in a pure Crucible, 
unto which being molten call the Woman in, which 
being call in, there is prefently made a fweet Con¬ 
junction and Commixtion of them both in that infer¬ 
nal Heat, in which they familiarly couple together. 

The Mafs being commixt, is to be poured cur of 
the Crucible through wet Brooms into cold water, 
and is to be reduced into Grains, and fo the mafeu¬ 
line Seed or Husband will be legitimately and duelv 
mixr with its Earth or Ground, or Wife: which 
Earth together with the Seed which it contains is to 
be put into a firm Veflel, which fears not the violent 
corrofion of the Spirit of Salt, bur in fuch a quanti¬ 
ty as that fcarccly a tenth part ofthe Veffel may be 
filled therewithall: Then muft there be pur thereon 
as much mineral Water, namely pure Spirit of Salt, 
as the Cucurbit can bear, and Fire is to be put 
thereunder, whereby the Spirit of Salt is to be again 
drawn off, by which Operation, the Earth together 
with the included Seed will day by day berefrefh- 
ed, be moiftned and Iwcll up, by reafon ofthe Spi¬ 
rit of Salt,no otherwife than as if you fhould moiften 
fome dry and as it were parched Earth, with Wa¬ 
ter. For the Saturn is not diffolved bv the Spirit of 
Salt, but onely fwells up, and becomes foliated, and 
yet remains whole or entire, nor is it much unlike 
unto lovely lookt Talk, which fhines with a delicate 
whitenefs: and therefore the Philofophers fay, fow 
your Gold in white foliated Earth. Without doubt 
they meant not common Gold, for then they would 
not have laid, our Gold, but would have fimply 
(aid onely Gold, had they not intended a peculia’r 
Gold, or firft Ens of Gold. 

JV. B. I cannot by any means omit to give you 
thus much notice, namely, He that cannot hit upon 
the manner of preparing the laid figned Star, may 
endeavour the making of common Saturn aureous, 
particularly after this manner, as follows. ExrraCt 
with Spirit of Salt out of the Oars or Veins and me¬ 
tallick fugacious Earths, the fpiritual Gold that lies 
hidden therein, and extract or draw off this Spirit 
thus impregnated with Gold from Saturn, which 
Spirit may by this ^ means be all agen had, and be 
ul'ed about new extractions. And as for the Gold 
which the Spirit extracted, ihat the Saturn hath im¬ 
bibed, and indues it felf thereby with a golden na¬ 
ture; which if you imbue or moiften with many fuch 
extractions, that goldennefs will, as I may lb term 
it, grow up or increafe in each cohobarion, and the 
Spirit of Salt it felf will become augmented. 
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If now the Saturn be imbued with a fufficient Por- 1 Sulphur, and that nothing is more inimicitious to 
tion of fpiritual Gold, it mult be reduced by X, or [Silver than Salt, and nothing more difpleafing to 


Alkalies, that To the fpiritual Gold hiay be made 
corporeal, which will exhibit itfelf pure unto you, 
after that the Saturn fhall be driven away on the 
Teft. But yet there is no need of doing this, feeing 
it will be better to granulate the Saturn, and by 
thole repeated cohobations to draw off the Spirit of 
Salt agen, being each time impregnated with that 
fpiritual Gold^y nd fo by this means will you enrich 
your Saturn with the greater plenty of Gold. And 
being fo enriched it mull be reduced by a fixing X, 
in my lecret Crucible, which neither fuffers any 
thing to go away in fume, nor to run out; in which 
reduction the fpiritual Gold and the fugacious Saturn 
it lelf are fixed, lb that both Gold and Silver are 
found on the Teft with great profit, this labour re¬ 
quiring no other coftsfave thole of the Fire. 

This Operation which feparates fugacious and fix 
Gold ot)t of the Oars and Stones, is far better than 
that which is made by the Solutions ot Lune and Sa- 
t«r»,de(cribed at large in the third part of the Profpe- 
rity of Germany, for here, we do not need either 
Aa. Fort is or Vinegar for the Solution of Saturn or 
Lune, neither need we the fame to get the extracted 
Gold’out of the Spirit of Salt, but being free from 
that labour and cofts, we [onely] draw oft from 
Saturn, that Spirit which hath extracted the Gold, 
which’ [Saturn] attrafts and holds the volatile and 
fix Gold that was in the extraction, infomuch that 
there is not requifite to this labour of drawing off 
the extractions from Saturn, any thing elfe fave onely 
Coals and Fire. Add hereunto alfo, the gainfull en- 
creale which daily comes in by the addition of Salt 
and Water, by which the Spirit of Salt is day by day 
augmented without any cofts 

N. B. When the Spirit of Salt becomes too ftrong 
by reafon of the Salt put thereto, that Water where¬ 
with the Oar is walht, after the firft extraction of 
the Spirit of Salt, [or after it hath firft been extrac 
ted with Spirit of Salt] may be made ufe of [and 
put thereto] inftead of common Water. For it is 
fomewhat l'ourilh, and hath likewife a golden na 
ture. 

N. B. Praife God, and forget not the Poor, fee¬ 
ing thou art fufficiently informed and taught by 
what means thou maift get great Treafures. 

The things I here write, are not for this end, 
namely, to teach others how to make great heaps of 
Gold, but onely to Ihew them a way of attaining to 
a good Medicament, and withall, of knowing and 
perceiving by the fame labour, that the melioration 
of the Metals is altogether poftible and certain. 

Whoever he be that could attain fo far as to bring 
Antimony and Lead, as being the firft Ens of Gold 
and Silver,into a certain Diffolvent,fo as that the one 
would not precipitate the other; then at length 
would he have entrance upon the right way, which 
leadeth unto great things, like as alfo Gold and Silver 
being diffolved in one and the fame Menjtrmm gives 
beginning to things of great moment. I dare affirm 
therefore, that he that can reduce Gold and Silver, 
or Antimony and Lead, with Salt, into an agree 
ment, hath opened a moft ftrong Gate which leads 
unto a great Treafure; for then the Patient mull 
luffereven unto death, and mull die, out of whole 
dead Body, new and living Bodies do afterwards 
come forth. 

Although I have often told you in my Writings 
that Gold has no greater enemy than combuftible 


Mercury than a ftrong Lixivium, and that amongft: 
thefe contraries there is a perpetual Antipathy lb long, 
untill they are conftrained by Art and Skill to be¬ 
come friends and mutually to embrace each other; 
yet notwithffanding, this will not be lo eafily fefi- 
fte by every prating Boafter, and that makes a great 
noile by his lofty vapouring fpeeches ; no, but for 
the fake of thefe very Men, are fuch great Arcana's 
iuftly and defervedly wrapt up in darkneft, and in¬ 
deed ’tis fir they fhould fo be. 

Moreover if there be required a great fuffering, 
tis necelfary that both the Gold and Silver, as be¬ 
ing Male and Female, fhould fuffer together and 
not barely the one or the other apart: for hereby 
this Regeneration will be made lo much the nobler 
and the more magnificent. For Example, make a 
Circle, and cut or divide it with Diameters croft- 
wile [or at right Angles through the Center] fo 
that the extreams of the Diameters which divide 
themfelvcs in the middle or central point of the crols 
may touch the Circle, and that of thofe four ex¬ 
treams [or Semi-diameters] one may touch above, 
and the other beneath, and the other twain may 
reach, one to the right fide, and t’other to the left. 
Place the Gold in the uppermoft extream marked 
with the letter A, and his enemy, namely Sulphur, 
in the lower extream, which the letter C, demon- 
ftrates. In like manner place Silver on the left fide 
of the Gold, at the letter B, and its enemy, viz. 
Salt on the right fide marked D, and you will lee 
how averfly thefe enemies behold each the other. 
The Sol looking about him cfpies his capital enemy. 
Sulphur, diredtly oppofite unto him, and hath Luna 
at his left fide, and Salt at his right; and very wil¬ 
lingly would he enter into friendfhip with Lune, and 
Salt which are joyned at his fide, if they but would, 
or indeed could. But he honours not his capital ene¬ 
my Sulphur, with fo much as a look. The Lane 
placed by the lide of the Sun, does not permit the 
Salt to joyn it lelf with the Gold. For when the 
Salt is with the Sol, it clearly hinders the Lune from 
affociating it felf with the fame. Nor can it pofli- 
bly be that Salt, Lune and Gold fhould enter into a 
thorough familiarity. Thus too is it with Lune , 
who hath her capital enemy diametrically oppofite 
unto her, and very willingly would Ihe enter into 
friendfhip with both her neighbours, viz. Sol and Sul¬ 
phur, if they were not fuch great enemies (to each 
other,) and refuled this familiarity. For if Lune 
affociates unto her lelf the Sun, then Sulphur denies 
to come into the lociety. If fhe admits the Sulphur 
as her companion then, then Sol is excluded, as abo¬ 
minating the friendfhip with his enemy Sulphur. 
Much left therefore can Lune be the companion of 
them both together. See the Fig. in the Book of Dialog* 
But now if the Gods pleaie, that thefe four capi¬ 
tal enemies, Ihould unite in one lociable amity, and 
that wonderfull regenerations fhould arife from this 
new familiarity, (then) do they command Vulcan to 
heat in the Fire this Circle comprizing thole four 
capital enemies, thus conftituted in the four afore- 
faid extreams, and calling fuch hatefull looks upon 
each other, and yet not knowing how to efcape out 
of the Circle, and to prefs them together more and 
more with his Hammer by little and little, untill all 
four being driven into one mafs, do come together 
into one body, which body doth then obtain a pow¬ 
er of reconciling all enemies, and of effecting great 
matters. 
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By this here fpoken may any one eafily conjec¬ 
ture, what great fufFering there is in this Conjunc¬ 
tion, and what great ftreights do afflitt thefe ene¬ 
mies, when each of them muft thus againft their will 
enter into friendfhip with his capital enemy. Veri¬ 
ly we find them to be fuch fufferingsas have not their 
like again, and therefore do they produce to light, 
luch great and fuch wonderfull regenerations. Now 
whatiecver it be that is exercifed in but a lmall fuf- 
fcring, the lame doth admit of but fmall emendation. 

The greater the fufFering, the greater the meliora¬ 
tion, fothat that affliction which brings with it even 
death it felf, brings with it alio lo much the more no¬ 
ble and magnificent Regeneration and Refur reft ion. 
He that fullers not in this World, lhall not have the 
Crown put upon him after his RefurreCtion. By 
how much the greater and more innocent the fuf- 
feting and affliction of this life is, Co much the grea¬ 
ter, and fairer a Crown may be bxpeCted in the o- 
ther World. 

The Grape is preft lo long, till it be rid of all its 
juice, this juice doth indeed bring a fweet and plea- 
lant deliglufoninels unto mortal man, but the Grape 
it felf which the juice is preft out of, cealeth to be a 
Grape, and perilheth through defect of juice, and 
palleth into nothing. But unto the noble Vine, hath 
I God given this benefit, that it yearly bears not bare¬ 
ly one but many Grapes together : All which being 
pluckt olf, it doth neverthelels produce the following 
year no fewer, but rather more Grapes; and Itill 
remains a blelled and fruitfull Vine, becaufe it is fur- 
nifht with roots and fertile Boughs. On the contra¬ 
ry, they that have devoured the good and fweet 
juice themlelves, remain always hungry and thirfty, 
and that for this realon, becaufe they guzle down 
the juice too new and frelh, whereby their Bellies 
fwe'.l, and they receive no nutriment therefrom. 

This is a thing certain and undoubted, that the 
bodies of the Metals become by fufFering and dying 
far more excellent and more noble. He therefore 
that knows that the patient is to be fubjeCted unto 
its own agent, and doth allb underftand by what 
way they are to be conjoined, will never labour in 
vain, but will reap the wifhed reward of his ‘pains. 

When the agent doth touch onely the fuperficies 
of the patient, and penetrates not into its heart or 
root, there will verily be but a very little good done, 
fave onely this, viz,. That the Agent being afore ren- 
dred aureous, is able to give unto its patient alfo a 
golden nature, and to bring the fame to an aureous 
degree, and to beftow upon it the perfection of 
Gold : but that melioration which is done onely by 
it felf proceeds on very flowly. 

As concerning the manner of enduing the Spirit of 
-Salt with an aureous nature, that fo it may thefoo- 
ner render its patient a partaker of golden virtues, 
we have fpoken of that already, and demonftrated 
it clearly enough ; he that does not underftand, we 
cannot help him any other way. 

N. B. When the Eagle, the Servant of Jupiter, 
hath with his beak and talons pluckt out the coagu¬ 
lated beams of the Sun out of the Clift's and Rocks, 
and brings them unto Jupiter , he is fo very bound- 
full, that he fends down the fame unto us by the 
Rain, which is cf fo much efficacy, as that all the 
Herbs upon which it falls are bettered, and the mar¬ 
tial, venereal, faturnine, Lunar and mercurial Herbs 
do put on the golden nature of the Sun; Inefficaci¬ 
ous is the golden Rain of Jupiter, if the Eagle hath 
firft brought unto him the coagulated raysof the Sun. 




And that I may be the better underftood, and 
that it may be known,that the Melioration of Metals 
may be accomplifhed by a dry Agent, full as well, 
yea and better, and mors profitably than by amoift 
Agent ; I have judged it a thing worth while to ad- 
joyn the following Procefs under the Title of the 
Great Country Farmer. 

And let the fludious Artift know, that the amen¬ 
ding of the Metals by the dry wav, by the opera¬ 
tion of dry Salt, is far more eafie, mnd may likewife 
be difpatcht in a greater quantity, than is wont to 
be done by the moift way : and that there is no¬ 
thing required to this operation fave Salt and Coals, 
be the Metals that arc to be fixed, even what they 
will. 

For Example, if a man be defirous to fix Saturn , 
or to procure unto it a Silvery nature, there needs 
not pure Lead be taken for this work, feeing he 
may have the Oar or Vein thereof for much lefs 
price ; and indeed there is fome that is a wild and 
fiilphureous Oar, which yields not, in the melting, 
any good Lead, and may be had in great plenty in 
fome places of Germany that I know of, for a very 
fmall price, or rather for none at all. Such a wild 
Oar of Lead as this is, which yields neither good 
Lead, nor is fit for the Potters to glaze their Pots 
withall, by reafon of its hard fufion, doe I chufe for 
my operation, not onely becaufe it cofts lefs than o- 
ther fuch Oars of Lead doe, but for this reafon too, 
becaufe it hath ftore of Sulphur, and fit enough for 
fixation. 

This Vein or Oar doe I bring into fmall Powder, 
and mix as much Salt thereto as need requires, then 
caft it in upon the Coals, in fuch a Furnace as I have 
deferibed to make ftore of Spirit of Salt in : The Salt 
and the Sulphur exercifing their vehement or pow- 
erfull virtues upon the Lead,caufeth it to be afflicted 
with terrible dolours, iniomuch that part thereof 
afeendeth on high [or fublimeth] with part of the 
Salt, and betakes it felf into . Receivers fitted on for 
that purpofe. In which fublimation, the Salt and 
the Lead afeend in a fpiritual manner, and contrary 
to their will, fuffer fpiritually, and fo are conftrained 
to enter into friendship, finding a place of quietude 
in thofe cold Receivers, and there fetling together. 
The refidue of the Oar, and part of the Salt being 
burnt up, and emitting no more flores, but falling 
down through the Grate like Afhes, more new or 
frefh Coals mufl be put into the Furnace, and new 
matter muft be thrown thereupon, as afore ; and 
this Labour is to be continued fo long, as it fhall 
pleafe any one to follow it. Now by this, the Saturn 
is far more vehemently affli&cd, than in the moift 
way by the Spirit of Salt ; And if unto the Oven [or 
Receiver] receiving the fume, and in which the flow¬ 
ers of the Salt and Lead fettle, there fhall be applied 
yet feveral Receivers, there will then be therein 
caught ftore of Spirit of Salt, which being reftified, 
may be agen made ufe of in the moift way. The 
flowers being taken out of the Oven or Receiver in- 
to which the fume goes, are to be agen thrown in 
upon the live Coals in the Furnace, that they may 
fuller anew and be fublimed. After that they are all 
fublimed again on this wife, they are to be agen ta¬ 
ken out of the Oven, and be caft in upon the live 
Coals; and muft be afflifted with thefe Labours fo 
often repeated, untill they become fix and afeend 
no more, but fall down into the Afhes. Which be¬ 
ing wafht, will yield a Salt profitable for many things, 
and will quit all the cofts which have been laid out 

upon 















4-oo 


The Voartb Part of 


upon Lead, Sale, and Coals ; fo that the Spirit of Salt 
which is gotten, and that which is amended in the 
Lead Oar by the Salt, coft no r hing. The Afhes be¬ 
ing wafht are to be reduced, in a Furnace, by blah, 
and be fo often tormented, rill a good portion of Sil¬ 
ver be gotten by this operation, which the elabora¬ 
ted matter, being purged by a due reparation upon 
the Tefts, will give. And Fo fhall you have Gold 
and Silver by the benefit of this operation, by which 
(operation i we* e ave manifefted unto you the Great 
Country Farmer frjiny bn yearly Rent. 

Now like as Saturn is dealt withall in this operati¬ 
on, even fo arc the other Metals wont to be hand¬ 
led too ; but vet you muft obferve the Regiment of 
the fire, which, according to the diverfity of the 
Metals, muft alfo be diverfly adminiftred. And even 
the Commixtion it felf requires good heeding, as be¬ 
ing a bufincte of no finall moment. 

Moreover, in this operation you muft alfo note, 
That one Salt is more fit for this operation than ano¬ 
ther is; for by how the lharper naturCthey have, 
fo much the more commodious and profitable doe 
they fhew themfelves to be. So Common Salt fubli- 
metl, as is done in this Labour, will operate far 
ftronger than Common Salt it felf unfublimed. Be- 
lides, there are Salts to be found which work yet 
far more powerfully, yea fo ftrongly, as that they 
need not the help of an external fire, but doe pro¬ 
duce their eflfedls even in the cold. The operation 
of which, in the moift way, if any be defirous to 
promote and ftrengthen by an external fire, he may 
fo doe, in a Lamp-Furnace, qnd free himfelf of the 
charge of Coals, and be exempt from that frequent 
Labour by which the Fire is to be maintained. 

Some moift Fires are of fuch great virtues, as that 
they need not any Lamp-fire, but a, fmall golden 
thread or wire in burning Spirit of Wine is capable 
of adminiftring heat fufficient. 

And the burning Spirit, if made of Leaves, Grais, 
rotten Fruit, or Corn, and Grape-ftones or, husks 
will be but of finall cofts, or in a manner none at ah- 
Now a pound of fuch Spirit being placed with a Gol¬ 
den wiek in a convenient Lamp will fuffice for three 
or four days, and give hear enough. But yet never- 
thelete, that moift fire doth ripen its Metal without 
the help of any external fire at all, and yields its 
profit, but then it requires a longer (pace of time. 

Put cafe therefore, that I make my moift fire fo 
ftrong as to be able to perform its office in the cold, 
and that it needs not any external fire : And if I 
were to make a fire, it would needs require one 
Ducket’s charge: If now, Handing any-where, it 
yields me two Golden Duckets out of the maturated 
Metal, it wou'd doe well enough, and abundantly 
recompence the labour and cofts expended. For 
there's nothing wanting of the Metal [you took to 
ripen] fave that which is changed into Gold and 
Silver. 

And forafmuch as I can fet by many fuch Vefiels, 
and thofc great ones too, there's no doubt to be made, 
but that my gain will be the greater, and that with 
very little labour. For now, at firft, the labour of 
preparing the moift fire, is in a manner no labour*at 
all, for in three or four days may be fo much made 
as is fufficient for the maturating of a great deal ol 
Metal. For this fire may be compared to a Seed, 
which being fown in the Earth afore Winter, doth 
in the Summer-feafon produce ftore of Fruit, and fii 
to be reaped. 

And though this maturation proceeds on exceed- 
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ing flowly, and excludes all haft, yet it brings with 
it this benefit, namely, that it required! no other la- I 
bour in the Winter time, but to be onelv once laid 
by, and the perfecting thereof muft be committed to 
God and Time 

There are various and divers fuch cold Fires, that 
promote the maturation of the Metals, and may be 
gotten out of divers Subjects, namely, out of Tartar, 
Urine, Hairs of Animals, Horns, Calx-vive, Soot, the 
Blood of Animals, the Feathers of Birds, the Bones 
of Horfes, Oxen, and other Beafts, cut of which fiich 
a fire is very difficultly prepared, one of them, here 
reckoned up, excepted , out of which the faid fire 
may by an eafie labour and bufinefs be made, and 
without cofts. .It is therefore a great gift of God, 
and an efpecial grace from our.Creator, if he maketh 
us poffefl'ors of fuch a Country Farmer, which be¬ 
ing fuftained without any cofts, doth notwithftand- 
ing very largely pay his yearly Rent. To God 
therefore are uncelfant thanks to be returned for fo 
great a benefit. 

But we have faid enough of thefe moift and dry 
Metal-ripening Fires; what way foever any one is 
minded to chufe, that way may he follow, for it 
lyes in his own free choice. If.he chance to err, let 
him not lay the blame upon me, who out of a good 
mind have undertaken thefe labours of writing, but 
cannot thruft the chewed meat into any ones mouth. 

I will by God’s permiffion fhow the wonders of God 
to fome friends this next Summer, that fo fuch as 
come after us may likewife have occafion of praifing 
God, and of giving him thanks. 

But even as the common Earth, when it is moift- 
ned with often fhowers, and now and then freed of 
them by the heat of the Sun, retains in it felf a fruit- 
full Salt, and doth neceffarily acquire a fertility : So 
likewife our Earth doth not onely daily encreafc in 
gcodnete, but in weight too, and becomes more pon¬ 
derous : but you muft not think that this heavinefs 
or weight proceeds from the Spirit of Salt’s infinua- 
ting it felf into the porous Earth, no: For if the faid 
Mafs fhould be but onely eight days time in the di- 
geftion, and the Spirit of Salt be [then] wafht off, 
yet would it be encreafed a quarter part; which 
ponderofity comes indeed from the Spirit ofSalr, out 
of which the Saturn draws fomething unto it felf for 
nutritious fake, as the Common Earth does out of 
the fhowres of Rain, and becomes more weighty. 

For if there were no occult and nitrous virtue in 
the Rain, it would conduce bur little to fertility and 
if there were no fpiritual and aftral Gold, or fpiritual 
and aftral Sun in Salt, the immature Metals could 
not be ripened by the fame. By how much the 
oftner therefore, a good Spirit of Salt is drawn off 
from the Saturnine Earth,and Saturnine Seed.fo much 
the fooner alfo doth that Seed arrive unto its full 
ripenefs. For at every turn [of drawing off] fome¬ 
thing of the good part of the Spirit of Salt remains 
behind, attracted by . the Earth and Seed, from which 
the melioration and augmentation doe arife : as may 
be feen in the Vegetable Seeds which lprout forth 
out of the Earth, and are encreafed by the help of 
Rain. 

The poflibility of thefe things I have feen, but 
have not hitherto brought the laid matters to a full 
maturity, or to lpeak more rightly, I have not finifh- 
ed the whole operation. He that is minded to make 
a thorough trial, may fo doe : and if he miffeth the 
effect of his endeavours, let him not blame me, for 
I doe not aim at drilling on any one by my perfwa- 
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fions, to bellow his charges on an uncertain tiling. 
But 1 menrion thele things that fo the nature of Me¬ 
tals as al(o of Salts may be known, ami that (by the 
he p of this knowledge) the Writings ot the Philofo- 
pliers may be the better underftood. Tor the labour 
here proposed avoucheth the truth of thole Opera¬ 
tions which the Philolbphers call their Calcination, 
Dealbation, Incineration, Afcemion, Detention, 
Cohobation, Inct-ration, Dillillation, Sublimation, 
Volatilization, Maturation, Fixation, and fay that all 
rheleand the likeChymical Operations may be made 
in one Veftel,wuh one l'ire, in one Furnace, without 
any change of the Labours, Veffels, or Fire. 

For the Philolophers have dolcnbed their greateft 
fecrets and Arcam's parabolically, and in Riddles, 
bur efpecially the Poets, asOwe/, Virgil, and many 
others, who are very hard to be underftood by thole 
that have not the knowledgeof the nature of Metals, 
which being once known and underftood, renders 
the meaning of the Poets ealie. For the Poets were 
wont to impole one while fuch a name upon fuch a 
Metal, another time another name upon another 
Metal, which cuftom of theirs, he that does not 
heedfu'ly mark will cafily fall into an errour, and 
mils the apprehcnlion of their meaning 

For Example, in one place they call Copper Ye- 
vts , in another, the Wife of Mars , in another, the 
Siller and Wife of Jupiter. And fo deal they with 
Silver too, one while they call it Lime, by and by 
Diana or Jana, another time Vefia. Apollo is by 
them ffilcd one while S 0 /, then Phoebus , then Larons, 
lb that it is exceeding necellary, tor thole that are 
defirous to learn ought out of their Writings, to be 
well acquainted with thole different names and Ap¬ 
pellations. And although the Poets do account all 
the Metals for the Sons of Saturn, yet do they 
fub-dilhnguifh them and flile them, Saturn, Jupiter, 
Venus, &C. 

The common Lead is Saturn , and lo is Antimo 
ny, Saturn, Bijmute, Tutia , Lapis Calaminaris , the 
Afhy Colour, Yellow, White, and red Magnejia 
are termed by the name of Saturn .- The white Mar 
cajlte and Zmk are deemed to be of the Family or 
Pedegrce of Jupiter .- Oricbalctttn or 
white and red Copper, are /filed by the name of Ve¬ 
nus. But according as Venus is impregnated, and 
according as the Copper is white or red, fo hath it 
its name. The red Copper is as yet a Virgin. For- 
almuch therefore as the Poets have committed unto 
Writing the Tranfmutation of the Metals under the 
Cover, and vail of Fable ; , and have made mention 
of Saturn, Jupiter, Mars and Venus •, it can never 
polTibly be, that he who knows not this different 
diftiniftion can underftand their meaning. And for 
an Example hereof, confider but the Fable of Diana 
and ApAlo, brought forth at one Birth by Latova, 
who was gotten with Child by lying with Jupiter , 
and was driven into exile by jealous Juno, and ha¬ 
ving a long time liiffered Perfecution by the biting 
Serpent Python, and being driven to flyc through 
all the Countries of the World, did at laft after ma¬ 
ny grievous labours and troubles pals over the tern- 
peftuous Sea into the Illand Ortygta, and betook her 
felf to her Siller AjVria, by whom fhe was received, 
and begat rliefe Twins, Viz,. Diana and Apollo. 

Who will be able to apprehend the meaning of 
this Fable, lave he that well underllands the nature 
of the Vletals l Verily no bod}', will lb much as dream 
of or Cnell out ought ot thole My ft cries, unlels he 
lhall meet with fuch like Hiflories in his metalline la¬ 


bours, and then at length will he underhand what 

the meaning of the Philofophers is. But for Exam¬ 
ple fake let us take two Metals which have an a ffi- 
mty with each other, namely Jupiter and l\n. ;s , 
thefe I joyn together, that fo the Woman mav be 
impregnated with the mafeuline Seed. Latova the r e- 
Ipre being great with Child, I caft her forth into ex- 
i e, that fhe may be continually pcrlecuted by the 
biting Serpent Python, untill fhe hies through the 
e-dt and ftormy Sea, into the Illand Crtygia, to her 
Sifter Ajlerta, dwelling in the Illand Ortjgia, and 
there bring forth the (air Diana J ApJ.o. Now 
t.icle things are eafily underftood, were but the ge¬ 
nuine Appellations fubfiituted in the room of fuch 
/.range terms, of which thing I have onelv fbme 
knowledge, but do not profefs my felf a perfed In¬ 
terpreter. Yet methinks I cannot choofe but fay 
fomewhat. The venemous Serpent Python is a fir- 
name o* Appollo, for he is produced by the efficacy 
of the Sun, and is that corrofive Salt which doth 
fo long altlidt and torment the impregnated Latova 
all over the dry part of the World, until! fhe betakes 
her felf by the Sea, that is, by that ftrong Salt Wa¬ 
ter, unto her Sifler, that is, unto pure Venus, and 
precipitates her felf, and brings forth the fruits of 
Jnptter, namely, Diana and Apollo together. The 
Poet doth here mind both the moifr and the dry 
way together, when the Metal is wrought with a 
due Cement, and made fix it is [then’ diflolved 
with the Salt Water of the Sea, and pure Plates of 
Venus are put into it thus diffolved, that fo the pure 
Metal may draw unto it fell her impregnated Sifler 
who brings together with her Gold and Silver which 
having been fo long hidden in its body doth now ma- 
mfelt it felf 

It is indeed the better to fix the Metals by Ce¬ 
ments, and fo to render their fugacious Gold and Sil- 
ver compadt, which may be as well done in the 
moifi: way by fharp Waters and moifl Fires. But if 
the Meta's, legitimately impregnated, do firft pals 
through a dry and burning hot Fire, and are after¬ 
wards yet once more tranlinitted through the moift 
and cold Fires, then Pluto fends the mundified Soul 
out of Purgatory unto Neptune, by whom it iscarri- 
ed into Paradile, where it doth afterwards remain 
Idle and free from all danger of the Serpent 
^ Upon occafion of the aforefaid Fable, and parti¬ 
cular iranfmutation of the inferiour Metals this is 
to be yet more obferved, that every Jupiter is not 
he to impregnate Latova, but that onely which is 
yet living, -efficacious, young, and full of Seed is 
able to impregnate Latova. For Latova carried with 
her no more but the Seed onely of Jupiter into the 
Illand Ortygta, and left behind her all the body of 
Jupiter* J 

Moreover this is to be confidered, that Latona did 

bring foith Diana firft, in the Bofom or Lap ol / e - 
nus, that is, of the Midwife, but Diana, prefentlv 
after fhe was Born, performed the office of a Affid 
wife in receiving her Brother Apollo in her Lap. 
which thing is liifficiently manifeft unto thole who 
have laboured (though but little) in the Metals 
For ffiould the Nativity of Apollo have proceeded 
Venus could not have received him, for which rea’ 
fon Diana ought to come forth firft, that lb ffie misffir 
the more commodioufly receive ApAlo from Latova- 
I know not how by any means it mav be pronofed 
more clearly. " • 1 
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Every one that does but know the nature of the 
Metals doth well underhand, that when Gold and 
Silver are fpirirually diflolved in one Water, and 
that plates [of Mart probably] are put in to the 
Solution of the Gold and Silver, neither of thofe 
Metals will adhere to the Plates. But if the Plates 
of Copper are put into that Bath, he ihall prefently 
fee that all the Silver that was in the Water will ad- 
jovn it felfthereunto. And now,after that the Silver is 
thus precipitated and flicks on to the Copper, tne 
Gold will likewise fall down out of the Solution, and 
apply it felfto trtt'Silver ; which labour I have more 
at large handled in the third part of the Profperity 
of Germany. It could not therefore other wife be, 
but that L/jfowrfmuftfirft bring forth Diana, and Apol¬ 
lo afterwards, feeing that Venus the Siller of Latona 
could be helpfu’.l onely in the bringing forth of Di¬ 
ana. It was therefore neceflary that Diana her 
felf fhould be an alliflant in the Birth of her Brother 
Apollo, forotherwife he could not have been Born. 

Mv time admits not of producing any more fitch 
fimilitudes in this place We will defer them till fome 
other time, namely, for the Edition of the Work of 
Saturn, wherein (hall be taught how the moftvile, 
and mod abject Metals are to be maturated by the 
benefir of Salts, whereby they may in a particular 
way yield forth Gold and Silver. 

But forafmuch as I cannot divine, what impedi¬ 
ments may put a hop to the edition of the work 
of Saturn, and that in this very Treatife here is of¬ 
ten mention made of Saturn. It cannot I think be 
any ways hurtfull, if fome good thing be yet farther 
adjoyned. And fitch things as are here manifefled 
of Saturn, it will not be needfull agen to mention 
them in other places, feeing there doth yet flill re¬ 
main matter enough for to fill a whole Book of the 
Secrets of Saturn. And there lie fitch wrindcrfull 
Secrets under the vile and dirty Garment of Saturn, 
as being manifefled, would exceed all the belief of 
unskilfull Men. For he is not onely an expert Fifli¬ 
er in Fi filing Pearls out of the '•alt Sea, but is with- 
all an expert Hunter, in driving the Wild Beafl: out 
of his green Grove or Cops, and of catching him 
in his Nets, as we have told you in the foregoing 
third part of the Profperity of Germany. 

Nay, he is a bathing Gentleman of lingular skill, 
who by his bathing and wafhing his Children, ador- 
neth them with tfte comelinefs of Diana and Apollo. 
When lie is alone, he ferves onely for Apollo and Di¬ 
ana to wafh oft their accidental impurities and dcfile- 
tnenrs, that fo' they may recover their natural fair- 
nefs. The other Metals can t brook his fo over 
fharp and rigid bathing, but are rather fuffocated 
and killed therein, than become more fair and more 
pure. But if Saturn fhall have firft wafht himfelf 
even unto the highefi whitenefs, in a Bath of com¬ 
mon Salt, he is not then fo auflere and fevere, but 
prepares for his Children a far more tolerable Bath, 
which being agreeable [or proportionable] to their 
Woaknefs and Sickneis, renders them all fairer and 
more pure. His greateft virtue confifts in his Water 
which doth both particularly and univerfally free the 
Merals of all their defilements. 1 have often had a 
particular experience* hereof,] and yet daily can 
(God be praifcd) flicw and teach the fame unto o- 
rht-rs. But I cannot do any fuch thing in an uni 
verfal way, and inform others as to that; nor do I 
vainly brag of fb great a matter, though I have my 
thoughts as touching the manner how this thing 
way be eftefted. Nay the more I conceived about 


that matter, the letter would I boa ft of the fame. 

Verily it is a great fhame to boaft of that thin^j 
of which thou haft not even the fmalleft knowledge’ 
or at leaf! doft not know any thing elfe, but what 
thou luift drawn in, by the reading of other Writers. 
’Tisa common proverb, That tbvje Cows which Bel¬ 
low, or Low overmuch, arefaicl to yield the leafi Milk 
and that this is a thing true, veamofttrue, experi¬ 
ence it felf doth teftifie. 

I he Chymical Art is become at prefent fo com¬ 
mon, that almoft every bodv, after he hath but 
viewed over one or two Chymical Books', , though 
he never moved his hands to the Work, nor under- 
ftands fo much as the Chymical Terms thcmfelves) 
is neverthe.els wont impudently and lyingly to boaft 
of the knowledge of the univerfal Medicine. Nay 
thou fhalt fee fome to proceed on to that heighth of 
boldncfs, as even to write Books of fb great a Secret, 
and to dare promife the Revelation of the fame unto’ 
others, and yet for all this know nothing at all, and 
have not fo much as any the meaneft foundation,buc 
rely fblely upon that knowledge, which (being as 
we faid afore, drawn out of other Writers) caufech 
inrhem a moft uncertain hope, of a thing moftex- 
treamly obfeure. 

He that is not a ftranger unto, nor ignorant of 
metallick affairs, can eafily difeern the Lvers fiom 
the true Writers, and can judge who are true, and 
u ho fali'c. Such as do know fbmevvhat are not 
wont to make a bragging noife of their skill. On 
the contrary, thofe Brethren of Ignorance do offer 
unto every one that molt fecrcc miracle of Art and 
Nature, namely, the univerfal Medicine, which 
thing a true Philosopher neither ever did, nor ever 
will do. But as for the revealing of the particular 
wafilings, purgations, and meliorations of the Me¬ 
tals, whereby Gold and Silver are to be ext raffed, 
if any one doth know tliefe things and difclofeth 
them, and dcfircs not to bury his Talent in the 
Earth, he does well. 

Neither would any one be endammaged by fuch 
a difeovery though thofe particular Arcana's fhould 
be know'll even unto all Men, and that every body 
could efteft fuch Operations ; for nothing could re¬ 
dound from them but great gain throughout all the 
World. • 

But tliefe things here mentioned may fufficiently 
ferve for an evident and manifeft admonition for 
every one to beware of the Books of fuch Wri¬ 
ters, (but why do l fay Writers? they are rather 
C(illeflors and Defcribcrs, who after the manner 
of Botchers do patch up new Books out of old caft 
Garments) and to give no credit at all unto them 
as containing nothing of truth in them, and to think 
that thofe kind of Men betake thcmfelves to this 
Book-patching Trade, meerly to get their Bread by. 

Some fuch Alcn have I known, that provide not 
either for their Food or Payment any other way, 
than by the fale of fuch falfe Philofophical • Books, 
which they have from the Printers to fell to others, 
receiving a certain price for their labour, which 
they beftow in profering them to Sale. Omiferablc 
Philofopher ! Who doth not know fb much as to gee 
his Food at Home in his own Houfe, but is con- 
ftrained to fiiifr after it by the bare felling of fuch 
kind of Books. Let this here fpoken be as a war¬ 
ning. If need required, andoccafton w'ere, I would 
not fear to divulge their names too ; who having 
nor any the leaf): knowledge of nature, do never- 
thelcfs dare to offer the Revelation and Confection 
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of the great univerfal unto others, and caft fuel) a 
great biemifhof reproach upon the 1110ft noble Chy- 
mical Art, as makes it much contemned, whereas a 
more noble and more excellent Art cannot be found, 
l ie not eenl'uie any, bur yet it would become the 
magifhateto examine thole great Philofophers, whe¬ 
ther or no they were actually and in very deed 
skill'd in that great univerfal, (which they boa ft 
lb wonderfully of, and write Books of fuch great 
moment, and promile to teach others too, as if they 
excelled even Hermes himfclf in the knowledge of 
the Art) and if in the proofor tryal they gave good 
farisfadion, and confirmed the truth of their Wri¬ 
tings by a real and true melioration of the Metals, 
then to honour, defend, and protect them, as rare 
and lingular Philofophers. Burifthey know nothing 
nor could perform ought of their pretended Art, the 
magiftrates would not do unjuftly if they punifhed 
fuch men,and made them exemplary, feeing too that 
they endeavour to afperfe and backbite other honeft 
men, who arc endued with the skill and knowledge 
of fuch great things, with lyingreproaches. Agood 
Gardener being wont to gather good Honey our of 
the Bee hive which he has in his Garden, if he finds 
a Nell: of Wafps or Hornets any where near,built in 
feme hollow Tree, and chat they fteal away the 
Honey from his tees, he right worthily deitroys 
luch a Neft, and roots out of his Garden thofe 
Thieves and Robbers of his Honey, that lb for the 
future they may not detriment them any more. 

Were bur one 01 two of thofe Fellows handled 
in fuch a manner the reft would be deterred and 
would not fo eafily promife others by their deceitful! 
Writings, the making of the Philofophers Stone, 
which they are fo cxtreamly ignorant of. Certain 
it is therefore, that no true Philofbpher, were he a 
partaker of the great univerfal, will indifferently of¬ 
fer the fame unto all Men, and calumniate (with¬ 
out any caule given) thofe that arc fo inftocent (and 
who have frrgortcn more than others have learned) 
and pub'ickly befparter rhem with molt falfe Lyes 
before the whole World, to the great detriment of 
the Perfor.s fo abufed. 

Bur to return to my puipofe, and to (hew in this 
place yet another very confiderablc Arcanum of Sa¬ 
turn, you mufl know, that 1 have already publifhed 
divers great lecretsin this fourth and third preceeding 
parr, but curforily onely, became 1 have nor as yet 
attained to the one half part of their moft great uti¬ 
lity, and 1 was willing onely to fhew what things 
mought be done. 

But forafinuch as I have fortified their ufc with 
good and (harp Weapons, and that one or other 
lometime lighting thereupon by chance, and reaping 
great profit therefrom, may poflibly judge that he is 
no wax’s at all bound or beholding unto me for the 
fame ; l was willing for the better information, and 
inftrudtion fake, to adioyn rhele few things, which 
are verv weighty and considerable. 

In divers places of the foregoing third parr, and 
of this fourth part too, I have the preparation of the 
Mercury of Saturn and Lime , that is, I have fhewn 
how Saturn and Lime may be reduced out of their 
Solutions, by the help of Salt, into a Snow like, 
fufile, fugacious, pure and dry Water ; which Wa¬ 
ters are by me called the Mercuries of Saturn and 
Lime, by realm of rbeir fufile and volatile nature: 
They are mecallick Waters not wetting the hands, 
and yet bv ro.ifon of their form do they bear the 
name of Water, became being put into a Crucible, 


and molten with a fmall Fire, they are pellucid and 
tranfparent like unto Fountain Water, infomuch 
that they may be (ben through even to the very bot¬ 
tom: But yet the Water of Saturn is of a more tran- 
fparent clarity than the. Water of Lime is. 

But forafinuch as our main (cope in this place is 
to make feme mention of the ufe of the Saturnine 
Water, we will let pafs other matters, and declare 
fbme of the virtues of the (aid wond^rfiill Water in 
the melioration of the Metals. 5U 

I ct the lover of Art therefore know, that the 
Saturnine Water doth difplay its virtues in waffling 
the Adetals that are to be amended. For if any 
imperfect Metal, as Iron, or Tin, or Copper, be 
adjoyned thereunto, and held in fuch a Veffcl, as 
in which, that Water cannot by means of its fuga- 
cioufnefs vanifh awaj', nor through its fubtile and 
penetrating power run out, and that it be digefted 
for a while in fuch a Vefiel, this Saturnine Bath fei- 
zeth upon, wafheth, and purgeth the Metal, and 
tranfmuteth it into a better and more pure Metal, 
bur yet with no great profit, for it onely fhews the 
poffibility. 

But yet if fomc tinging Species be adjoyned there¬ 
unto, it does not onely make a pure wafhing, but 
likewife exaltcth and tingeth the fame, according 
as the tendency of the adjoyRed fubjeil is, either 
unco a white or a red Tincture. Bur what thofe 
Species are, there's no need of difclofing rhem to 
every one. ’Tis fufticienr that 1 have laid open the 
Water, and the ufe thereof in the wafhing of the 
Metals. 

But that the Saturnine Bath may the Tooner and 
readier foize upon the Metals, and wafh them, it is 
the beft way, to add one third part of the Mercurial 
Water of Lime , to the Mercurial Water of Saturn: 
which Waters do very readily conjoyn, and each 
help the other in the wafhing, and do alfo tinge, 
according as the property of that Tindture is, which 
is adjoyned thereunto. I will for Example fake 
adjoyn the manner, which fhall both fhew the poft 
fibility of the thing, and adminifter occafion of far¬ 
ther leareh. 

Diflolve one ounce of pure Silver in Aq. Forth, 
and three ounces of common Lead, in more Aq. 
Forth, mix both the Solutions together, and preci¬ 
pitate them, either with common Salt Water, or 
with Spirit of Salt, which is all a cafe. Pour oft' 
the Aq. Forth from the Coagulant, after its being 
fettled to the bottom, wdiich laid. Coagulum, you 
need not wafh with RainWater, for this Work, but 
prefs the liquor onely through a thick Cloath and fb 
free it of its humidity ; this done, dry this metallick 
Checfe by the Fire, and you fhall have a Bath very 
fir to wafh Ftntts, Mars, and “Jupiter. And now 
when you are minded to try whether or no the fuc- 
eefs will fadge well, divide your Bath into three 
parts, and wafh thofe three Metals on the following 
manner. 

N. B. Let no Body take it in evil parr, that I 
here filenrly pals over my feeret bathing Laver, fer- 
ving to wafh the Metals in, and nor permitting the 
Water it felf to go away in fume: He that is mind¬ 
ed to try this Operation, may for the tirft time 
make ufe of Crucibles, which, although they may 
bring fbme lofs by letting go part of the Saturnine 
Bath, yet notwithftanding they will demonftratc 
the fuccefs of the bufinefs, and the lofs by them 
caufed may afterwards be prevented by due Medi¬ 
ums. The manner of ufing the Bath aforefaid, isas 
followeth. Txkke 
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Take of the filings of pure Iron, Copper or Tin 
one part, mix it with three parts of our dry Bath, 
and put the matter thus mixt into an earthen \ efiel, 
which hath the compa&nels of Glafs, fuch as thole 
are, which are made at Siburg near Colin 7 at Ram- 
berg in Franconia , and at It aldenbnrg y near CaJJela 
in Hajjla y at\(i in other places of Germany. (Ni B. Lhe 
common Vefiels and Crucibles cannot retain this 
Water, but -oenetrates through them like Oil.) 
Ileat your Vell£l fo hot as to cau(e the Water toge¬ 
ther with the Metals to melt and flow we 1 , in 
which liquefavlion, part indeed of the water will 
pals away in fume, but this lofs may be eafily pre¬ 
vented. 

When therefore your Metal hath been thus boud 
for about one quarter of an hour, part of the fame 
will be found wafht and turned into good Silver : 
nor muft you thus underftand me as it the Silver in 
the laid Water were onely precipitated by the Me 
tal, and that no part of the Metal it felf underwent 
any Tranfmutation. For albeit that that Silver 
which was added to the Saturnine Water be preci¬ 
pitated by the adjoyned Metal, and returns into its 
former Body, yet neverthelels there is more Silver 
gotten than was added to the Water. For that Sa¬ 
turnine Bath while it is occcupied about the dilfoiu- 
tion of the Metal, doth by the efficacy and Opera¬ 
tion of the adjoyned Lune y exalt and tinge part ot 
the Metal to an higher degree. 

But although this labour does not promife any 
golden Mountains, it is here put for' this end onely, 
namely, that the poflibilicy of the thing may Lc 
learned hereby : vet norwithftanding, if any one did 
blit know how to adjoyn to this Saturnine Water, a 
golden ferment, inftead of a lilvery one, it could 
not otherwife be but that he would get no contemp¬ 
tible gain and profit: yet if the fame Operation be 
fo inflituted with a white Ferment, as that not any 
the lead part thereof may go away in fume, and be 
loft of the Bath, it will bring no lofs. N. B . Nei¬ 
ther is it always ncedfull that the Ferments of pure 
Metals be adjoyned to this Saturnine Bath, for 1 
think that apt Minerals may be found, which may 
be adhibited in the room of aureous and argenteous 
Ferments. Nay more, I do likewile think that fuch 
lubjeftsmay be adjoyned to this Saturnine Mercuri 
al Water, as may be therein fixed into white and 
red Tinfturcs; the thing it felf I have not as yet 
tried, nor do I prolefs my felf fo great a Mafter, for 
I propofe to my felf this onely end in my Writing, 
namely, to fhew unto fuch as are defirous after 
tranlmutations, the way of arriving unto the truth 
it fe f. For it will be far eafier for every one that 
fearcheth into the bufinefs more thoroughly, and 
that maketh more accurate tryals, to find out far 
greater things, yea much more than he could ever 
believe. More fuch Woman like Wafhings, and 
more Boys Plays (hall (God willing) be manifefted 
in my Work of Saturn. 

But now this Saturnine dry Bath may be prepared 
much eafier, on this wile following ; choofe you out 
fuch an Oar or Miner a of Lead, which is very pure 
and clean, and hath not either Iron, or Copper, or 
any other Metal admixt therewithal! : (N. B. If 
Silver be likewile in the Oar, it rather profits than 
hinders, but the faid Oar muft not have much earth 
mixt in it, and that which is on to it muff: be taken 
from it by waffling oft* the fame with fair Water.) 
O ie, tw.>, three, or more pounds of this leaden 
Oar thus wafht, muft be put into a ftrongCucurbit, 
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and fo many pounds of Spirit of Salt muft be (pur 
on and) drawn olf thencefrom, which Spirit of Salt, 
as being amoift and Philofophical Fire,will 1 educe rhe 
pure Oar of Lead, which ir toucheth every where 
and in all places ot tire fame, into a bright, Snowy, 
eafilv Meltable, -and fugacious Ca'x, which is to be 
well wafht with Water and be dried r This is that 
metallick Bath, and that dry Water of the Ancients, 
which wets not the hands, and which is able to per¬ 
form admirable things in the Metals. 

But that this -Philofophical and moift Calcination 
of the Oar of Lead, may be accomplilhed without 
any cofts, lome Salt Water muft be poured upon the 
Spirit ol Salt, in the Cucurbit, that the Salt may af- 
ccnd together with the Spirit, and may augment 
the (ante with fo great a'quantity of Spirit, as may 
quit the cofts of die Oarand Fire, and yield you the 
dry Saturnine Bath for nothing, which faid Bath 
may be employed various ways about the wafhings 
and emendations of the Metals. For out of the 
Oars which never underwent the burning by the 
Fire, and were never as yet deprived of their grow¬ 
ing faculty, this Bath thus prepared is to be prefer¬ 
red far afore that, which is made of the molten 
Metal. 

1 do here open to the ftudious of Art, .the Gate 
that leads unto moft great fecrets, which were never- 
fo clearly manifefted by any Man. It muft necef- 
farily therefore be, that either God muft put a ftop, 
or that rhe Operator or Labourer himfelf muft be of 
a ftupid and (imple capacity, if he cannot learn from 
thefe inftruftions, as much as to live inquietude, and 
fo furnifh himfelf with Food and Rayment. 

If therefore God fhall vouchfafe his BlcfTing un¬ 
to thee in the ufe of this fecrer, then give unto him, 
the beftower of all good things, thy utmoft thanks, 
and be not unmindful! of rhe Poor. Suftain thy life 
by the works of thy hands, and let thy light fliine 
before the blind, neither bury the fame envioufly in 
the Earth. Do good to every one, that it may be 
difeerned and appear whatTreethou art. Entertain 
not too great an opinion of thy felf, but remember 
rhat rhou art a Man and mai’ft err and fail. Give 
no body occafion of quarrelling and brawling. If 
an unjuft conflict be brought upon thee, commit 
thy (elf wholly unto God, and he will fiiccour thee. 
Give place to the greater, and fparc the Idler, God 
will defend thee and fupprefs rhine Enemies. 

The Heathen Philofophers accounted the Pro¬ 
phet Ez,ekiel as a clownifh Philofopher, becaule 
he wrote fo very clearly of the Divine Myfteries. 
For rhey took it very untoward!) - , that he was not 
fo envious, as to involve fuch great Myfteries in fi- 
lence, but wrote fo openly of the fame. 

lie that will now-a days make it his defign to 
wind himfelfout of the crew of Sophifters, and fuch 
kind of Philofophers that putteth together liurtfull 
Books, confifting of fine Spun, and (educing words 
onely meerly for their own gain, and without any 
profitable information at all in them; he 1 fay that 
would free himfelf from fuch, overcome them, and 
bear away the prize, muft imitate that countrey man, 
who on a time entring into a Fencing School at A 7 e- ' 
nmberg did behold the Fencers artificially combate to¬ 
gether fo ftrongly and fo long, until! all the others 
being tired, and forfaking the Stage, there temained 
but onely one as foie victor ; who, with a difdainfull 
look, contemning all the reft, allured himfelf of the 
victory. 

Being 
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Bern* therefore about taking up the Prize-Money 
there ck-policed, out fteps the Countryman, faying, 
ou (hall not have the reward, except you beat me 
i c rhf‘ Sn*e * Fieht therefore he mud with the 
Suttan? 8 « Sc the Prize ; but promifing 
iSS allured Victory, 

rious and artificial poftures, which he had learned 
it, t he fencing School, thereby to make a fpeedy dif- 
patch with 'the Countryman, fuppofing that the 
Countryman would be frighted, and laying down 
his Weapons, quit the Stage. The Countryman 
being no ways feared Hood very quiet (as confiding 
in his own ftrengch) fo long, rill the fencer approa¬ 
ching nearer with his oblique Flourifhes, made as 
•rwere a Wheel afore his Nofe, whom the Country¬ 
man flruck all along, fmart blow as 




man flruck all along, with fucli a fmart blow _ 
made the Hair of-his Head flye off, and the Bloud 
run about his Ears. So artificial a Combatant as 
this being or’ethrown, he was asked by that plain 
Countrey Fellow, whether or no he would ye 
once more try the fortune of the Play, but he would 
no more prove the Countrey down right b.ows of a 
Non-Citizen, but left both the Money and Honour of 
the Victory to the Country man,who being asked how 
hedurft adventure upon fo artificial and experienced a 
Fencer,and could fo o'recome liim.hc replied, that tie 
perceived the Fencerufed may obliqueSkippingsbut 
was no ftrong Man : and therefore I oppofed my 
ftrength to his artifical Flourifhes, and fo with one 
blow flruck him down. By this Hiftory it is evident 

that that finely Spun, and fophiftical prating of the 
Schools, makes nothing to the purpofc but a1 certain 
experience, and an infallible knowledge of things 
both is and fo remains the l'ole Mifirefs. 

For the fake of tlife that are lovers of divine and 
natural Miracles, *tis expedient that 1 vet farther 
manifeft fomc certain fecrets cf Salt, which are hither¬ 
to altogether unknown, and fhall be fhewn unto 
my Fricndsin my Laboraory. Nor do I at all doubt, 
but that fomc few will be found who will eafily un¬ 
derhand thele things, and look on them as things 
credible. But 1 matter not, whether they credit 
me who fpeak the very truth or not. It luthcctn 
me that 1 can, not onely perform the things 1 lay, 
but likewife fhew them to Friends, whereby they 
may be able to reap fome benefit and profit there¬ 
from. „ . r , 

Salt mav be fo introverred by the Operation ofthe 
Fire, as that it (hall lofe its (harp properties and 
acquire a fweecnefs, and be brought by the help oi 
other Vegetables and of Water, unto Fermentation, 
and (0 yield a good and lweer burning Spirit, a 
clear, fweet, and ftrong white Ale, conterving its 
taft for many years; various drinks, not unlike in 
taft to the Wine made of Honey and Fruits of Irees, 
ftrong and clear Vinegar, and white Tartar, fully 
as profitable for fuch Operations, as the common 
and natural Tartar of Wine is wont to be ufed about, 
and may be with thofe others ^afore mentionedj 
prepared with fmall charges. 

The Air and Fire do in a fhort time tranfmute 
Salt, into true natural Salt-pQter, which is no fmall 
profit. 

The Fire doth likewife very eafily endow common 
Salt with fuch kind of properties, as render it capa¬ 
ble of fatning and dunging barren Fields, Vines, 
Fruit Trees, Hops, and all other Garden Herbs as 
well as Sheeps or Beafts Dung. 

Salt is alfo fo changed by the Fire in few hours 
time, as to put on a magnetick nature, and attract 


the moifhire and water out of the Air,and to retain it 
with irfelfa long while,and therefore is not eafily dri¬ 
ed up by the Sun. Corn,as Oats,Barley,Rye,Wheat, 
Peafe, Beans, and other Seeds being fteeped in fuch 
a Salt for a Night, do by means thereof, grow up 
the fpeedier out of the Earth. It is very profitable 
therefore in the Summer Seafon, wherein there's 
fcarcity of Rain, and efpecially in Tandy Grounds, 
becaufe it holds the Rain Water a good while, fo 
that it is not fo eafily dried up by rhe Sun. Befides, 
too, that Salt is of fuch attract, virtues as that one 
ounce thereof, being put in fonfic little Glafs to two 
ounces of Water, hardens all this Water, in the like- 
nefs of Salt, fo as that you may carry the fame a- 
bout you in a Paper ; whereas there were two parts 
of Water to one of Salt. 

This Salt abounds with yet many other wonderfull 
virtues^ fome of which I have declared in my lrea-^ 
rife, of the Nature cf Salts , Riling it by the name ot 
Sal Mirabitis , and that not without good caufe. It 
is ofthe form of Salt-peter, and is void of all Acri¬ 
mony, it is a little bitterifh to the taft, and is of a 
Balfamick Nature. For being rub'd on Beef or other 
fuch like Flefh, it keeps the fame, though expofed 
to the open Air, from being infefted with Magots, 
and from being corrupted: And therefore it is an ef¬ 
ficacious fubjedf, with which as being a moft efficaci¬ 
ous Balfom, dead Bodies are conferved from cor¬ 
ruption. It converts all things put into it, in long 
procefs of time, into an hard Stone, and abounds 
with many other wondrous virtues, which (for cer¬ 
tain caufes,) I pafs by in filence at this time. Para - 
celfm calls it Sal Enixtm , but I Sal Mtrabilis . 

Nor ought it to feem at all wonderfull, that com¬ 
mon Salt doth fo eafily obtain by the Operation of 
the Fire, a better and Tweeter quality. I do in very 
deed affirm, that not onely the common Kitchin 
Salt, but even thofe too, which are of a moft biting 
corrofivity, as Aqua Fortls , Aqua Regia, Oil of Salt, 
of Sulphur, and of Vitriol, may by a certain fweet 
Vegetable, (without the addition of any contrary 
Salt) be brought to fuch a pafs in three hours time, 
as that a Man cannot perceive the leaft Corrofion at 
all in them. Nay more, if this very Salt hath dif- 
folved up any Metals, it dues not part with them, 
but holds them ftill: fo that the corrofive Solution of 
Gold which is made with Oil of Salt, becomes a 
fweet liquor, which likewife comes lo to pafs, with 
the Solutions of Silver, and of the other Metals*, fo 
that by this way excellent Medicaments may moft 
eafily be made out of Metals. 

New Wines being fermented with fuch a Salt, do 
change their Tartar into fweet Wine, and become 
clear in a months time, and tuddenly have both the 
taft and odour as old Wines ufually have. Certainly 
it is a fecret of very great concernment, when by 
reafbn of the coldnefs of the Air, the Wines cannot 
attain unto their due maturity. N. B. There ap¬ 
pertains to this fermentation, a fingular and excel¬ 
lent Artifice, by which the Wines and other drinks 
are promoted to a fpeedy and ftrong fermentation, 
infomuch that the Wine boils in the \ effel, though 
rhe Velfel fhould be fet out to the Snow and Ice in 
the coldeft time of Winter: whereby the Wines 
muft needs be made better, ftronger, and Tweeter. 
It is a very artificial invention, hitherto concealed 
by me, but now I am minded to reveal the fame un¬ 
to my Friends. 
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By the fame Salt 
and other drinks may 


too, Wine, Ale, Metheglin, iFire and Air made equal unro Salt-peter, and per- 

be > infhort > time turned into (forming the_ fame effects, it may then worthily be 


good and (harp Vinegar without the help ot the Sun 
or of a warm Stove. 

If therefore any one needs for his Operations any 
diftilled Vinegar, he may even dillill it in wooden 
Velfels, without any fparkle of Fire, onely in the 
Air, by the proper efficacy of the liquors rhemielves, 
and by the help of the Air : and this in fuch wife, 
as that a whole Barrel of diftilled Vinegar win not 
coft lb much as on Token, the Barrels or Yd lC | s 
excepted, which veniy is. a molt Artificial Diltil- 

lation. r 

Thus likewife by the feme means may a fweet 
burning Spirit be diffilled out of Ale, Wine,and other 

the like Liquors. , 

Any common Wine may be rendred Fo frrong by 
the help of a cercain fweet Salt and artificial fermen¬ 
tation, as that it cannot be drunk becauleotits 
ftrengch. Some Pots full onely thereof, being pou- 
red into a Barrel full of fmall Wine, will make the 
fame fo ftrong, as to equalize it with generous 
Wine. He that is fo minded may add lome Kveet 
Spices in the fermentation, and fo make it the more 
fweet, more efficacious, and more whoHome, anu 10 
a little quantity thereof being poured into another 
Barrel will make all the Wine therein contained 
become fweet and good. 

Out of common Salt may eafily be made good Al- 
lum and Vitriol, no left ufefull for the Dyers than 
the natural are. 

It is likewife a thing eafily feafible, and that, too 
in few hours fpace, to turn the fame into a hery 
nature, and make it have the fame property as the 
Salt made of Wood Allies, and of the burnt Lees of 
Wine and fuch like, and as Pot Allies have, and 
may ferve for the Soap Boilers and be applied to the 
lame ufes that thole Salts are uled for. 

Moreover, ftore of fweet Spirit of Salt may be 
gotten with ftnall charges out of common Salt, lea¬ 
ving not onely for the preparation of many excel¬ 
lent Medicaments, but alfo for the maturation ol 
the meaner and unripe Metals, as we laid afore. 

Thefe and the like wonderfull things, yea and 
very many fuch effects incredible to the unskufull 
doth that contemptible and common Salt produce, 
to the exceeding benefit and profit of mankind : 
which excellent things I neither would nor could 
(for the honour of God, the giver of all good things, 
and for the take and profit of mankind) any longer 
conceal. But fome or other may object and fay, it 
by the help of common Salt, fuch great things may 
be effected, why do not you prefer the fame before 
Salt peter, which you have to exceedingly praifed 
in the third Part of the Profperity of Germany, and 
have conftituted it the Monarch as it were of the 
whole World : whereas ootwithftanding it is fo ve- 
nemous a Dragon as is wont to devour all things. 
Can’t thefe two Saits I pray, namely the common 
and Salr-peter, dividethe Government of the World 
between them, and bear fway and command both 
together. 

To fuch I anfwer, that although that common 
Salt be the producer of many wonderfull effects, yet 
rnuft it needs give place unto Salt-peter, which be¬ 
ing inflamed and on Fire is wont to overturn huge 
Mountains, and blow them up into the Air, which 
thing feeing common Salt cannot do, ’tis but fitting 
and right that it fhould be dignified with fo great 
a Title. However, being by the Operation ol the 


graced as Salt-peter is with rhe Title of Monarcy. 


The effects which I have attributed to common 
Salt and Salt-peter, 1 can every hour fhew, in very 
deed, to be moft true. Ill therefore do they do, 
that bark againlt me for faying that Salt-peter is a 
univerfal Dillolvcnt, and that endeavour by their 
ratling reproaches to obftrubt the truth. 

Why do they not produce feme better thing, fee¬ 
ing they will not admit of this univerfal Diflblvent ! 
fuch Men as thele do nothing elfe but bewray their 
own tbolifhnefs, and kick againlt the Pricks. 

Had they ever done ought, or fee their hands to 
work, for the fake of fearching throughly into na¬ 
ture, they would never fo boldly contemn, and re¬ 
ject that, which they never as yet underftood. They 
behave themfelves very bafely, and clearly difeover 
unto all Men’s view, that they have fuckt in their 
uncertain and foolilh Opinions, by the bare reading 
and hearing of uncertain and dubious Writers, whole 
meaning notwithftanding they underftand not ; for 
my part I remain conftantin my Opinion, and fay, 
that Salt peter is an univerfal Diflblvent, and isable 
to dillolve all the things in the whole World, if it be 
made ufe of in three forms or fhapes. Whatl'oever 
the acid Spirit thereof, or the Eagle with its fharp 
Claus cannot effect, its fixed Salr, or the fiery Lyon 
will accomplilh : and whatloever is impollible to be 
done by thefe two, rhe Griffon which hath its rife 
from the Eagle and Lyon, will artificially perform. 

N. B. The acid Spirit of Niter doth not diflolvo 
fulphureous lubjebts, but mercurials onely : Contra- 
rywife, the fix Niter doth not feize upon mercurial 
fubjedts, but fulphureous ones; but rhe flame of Salt¬ 
peter performs both : which verily is wonderfull, 
that things fo unlike fhould in fome few hours time 
be extracted out of one and the fame lubjed. Lor 
the corrofive Spirit prepared out of Salr peter by 
Diftillatioti, and likewife the fix Salt, are moft bitter 
enemies to each other, which ruinating ar.d flaying 
one another, and being dead, return agen unto that 
which they were afore, and partakes of both na¬ 
tures ; which the Ancient Philofopers do clearly 
point out unto us by the Grift'on, which is headed 
gnd winged like ail Eagle, and the hinder part of its 
Body like a Lyon, as we have mentioned more at 
large in the foregoing third part of the Profperity of 
Germany. 

Upon him that rightly under ftands this ancient Fa¬ 
ble of the Griffon, Lion, and Eagle, doth the Sun 
fhine, for he will get no (mail profit to himfclf thence- 
from. Whatloever the Corrofive Eagle dilfolves and 
tears a-pieces, that the fix and fiery Lion precipitates. 
And whatfoever the Lion devours, that the Eagle 
doth agen lnateh from him : but they kill each the 
other, of whole dead bodies the Griffon exifts, which 
hath the body ot the Eagle and Lion. By how much 
the oftner this labour is repeated, lo much the more 
potenc and ftronger doth the Griffon come to be, 
[efpeeially] if both the Eagle and the Lion have filled 
themfelves with food and are grown fat; or by how 
much the bigger the Eagle and the Lion are grown, 
by luch Subjects as are agreeable unro them, afore 
their mutual fighting ; the Griffon doth alfo become 
of magnitude proportionable. 

Once every day therefore may fuch a conflict, 
daughter, revivification, and tranl'mutation of thefe 
two fighting and capital Enemies, m, the Eagle and; 

Lion, 
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Lion into the GritTon be made. But if you would 
have it profitable, then mult Vulcan fharpcu Saturn s 
Sythe.by which he may divide theGriffon [in twain,] 
•and may turn whatever proceeded from the Eagle, 
into the Eag'e again; and may tranfinute that which 
arofe from the Lion into the Lion agen. When the 
dominion of the Griffon is divided, and that the Ea¬ 
gle bears fway onely over his birds, and the Lion 
onely over his hearts,"like two Kings, then all is well, 
and there’s no war. But if once the Eagle endea¬ 
vours to fhatch away from the Lion his prey, then 
arifoth a great war, and of fo long a continuance, till 
they have flain each the other, of whole bodies the 
Gods doe make the Griffon. But when the Griffon 
becomes too dif'dainfull, and affeCteth Tyranny, and 
defigns to bear rule over birds and hearts together, 
he is agen divided by Vulcan , by the perfwafion of 
old Saturn, that fo lie may return by a reiterated 
tranfmutation into the Eagle and Lion: which wheel 
[or rotation] of reciprocal tranfmutation doth never 
reft, but converts it folf [or turns it folf round] in 
a perpetual ccurfe for Man's punifhment, as long as 
it fliall pleafe the moft high God, who, at laft, will 
put an end to all fightings, flaughter, and contention, 
that afHift this world : at which time all the Eagles 
and Lions which ever were in the world, (hall be 
turned into the Great Griffon, which will rend and 
overthrow the whole Earth. 

This time all pious Souls doe expert and wait for 
with ardent defire, and many fighs, that they may 
be at laft freed from the talons of the Eagles, which 
rend all things a pieces, and from the claws of the 
roaring Lions, and enjoy cvcrlafting peace and quie¬ 
tude. 

Thus much may fuffice to have been fpoken of 
Salt-peter at this time, which, how it may be pre¬ 
pared very plentifully, and with great profit, out 
of the Salts of Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals, I 
have already declared in the foregoing third Part of 
the Profperity of Germany . He now that dreams of fo 
managing his affairs as to reap benefit and profit to 
liimfolf thencefrom, may inquire into the bufineft by 
a more accurate meditation and foarch. Yet let him 
know, That Salt-peter may be very eafily made of 
many vile Subjects, which may be every where had : 
of which Salt, if you have plenty, you cannot want 
other things. For not onely moft excellent Medica¬ 
ments againft all kinds of Difoafes may be made with 
Salt-peter, as like wife the growing faculty of Fruits 
fpringing out of the Earth, be promoted, as of Corn, 
Wine, and fiich-like things neccffary for the fuftain- 
ing of the life of Alan ; but alfo pure good Gold may 
very eafily, but with great profit, be gotten out of 
the imperfect Metals. 

. Seeing then, that by means thereof, a man may 
be fupplied with firm health, food, and rayment, and 
with Gold and Silver, what other thing is there, I 
pray, that he can want ? That which I have fo of¬ 
ten (aid, I doe here repeat and affirm, That there is 
not in the whole World any fubjeCt that can com¬ 
pare with Salt peter, much lefs be preferred before 
it. 

Such a noble, yea fo kingly a Subject therefore as 
this is, well deforves to be moft highly honoured by 
us, and to be foarchr into by the utmoft of our en¬ 
deavours, becaufo of the fo great benefits it beftows 
upon Mankind. We will therefore proclaim anc 
pronounce Salt peter to be the Monarch of the whole 
World, though all its and my enemies, who endea¬ 
vour to befpatter our honour and repute with the 


brands of infamy, doc even burft for malice- 

O moft foolifh men, with how vain a hope doe 
ve expeCt the Lion and Monarch from the North, as 
the Jews doe their MelTiah, who came above 1600 
years ago. The Lion of the North, and the Mo¬ 
narch of the World is even at this time prefent, and 
hath always been, but yet hath been known but by 
a few; the full and perfect revelation of which, God 
alone knows. I doe verily think the time is now 
at hand ; Thefo things which are kno’. t ’i unto us 
concerning him, are all of them but particulars, and 
very few too But if the faid Northern Lion fhall 
find out and dig forth the treafures which lye hidden 
in the Mountains, then will he at laft exhibit his 
power to be feen, and fhew himfclf to be the Mo¬ 
narch of the whole World. 

Salt-peter is that great and fuefpitting Dragon , 
the keeper of the Golden Apples, and that venomous 
Bafilisk which kills all things with his looks. If he 
be but fixt and made conftanc in the fire, then is he 
that Salamander living in the fire, and that Phoenix 
the bird of the Sun, which having gathered pure 
Gold our of the Sand, ufeth it to the making of her 
neft, and arriving to irs utmoft old age, burns her 
felf; out of whole Allies other Phoenix’s are produ¬ 
ced. 

He that defires to know more of the Griffon, 
Phoenix, Dragon, Bafilisk, and Salamander, all which 
doe exceedingly thirft after Gold, and dig it out of 
the Earth and kedp it, may read Pliny, and other the 
ancient Writers of natural things ; as alfo Ambrofus 
Calepine's Dictionary of eight Languages, and of the 
'aft Edition. 

'The Conchifon. 

T Hefe ( O friendly Reader) arc the things which 
I was willing to publifh at this time for the 
Countries good ; Had l had more time and oppor¬ 
tunity, I would have added more profitable focrcrs, 
and fuch too as are of no final! moment. If I find 
that thefo here written arc acceptable, I will in a 
fubjoyned Appendix make a clearer interpretation 
of litch obfeure places as may be herein met with. 

N. B. I would have the friendly Reader here 
know, that although I have written thefo Four Parts 
of the Profperity of Germany clear enough, above my 
other [Writings] [or more clear than the others] vet 
notwichftanding I have reforved for my folf and my 
friends fomewhat amongft all the Proceffes,/ and 
ways of operation, fo that I know how to effcCt the 
preparations of Salt-peter, and to makeufo of its va¬ 
rious properties, in extracting Gold and Silver out 
of the Oars, and in the melioration of the imperfect 
Metals, and tranfmuting them into Gold and Silver 
much eafier, and far more compendioufly, and with 
much left cofts. 

The things which I have written, I have written 
for every one, Friends and Foes together ; The o- 
thcr, and thofe better Secrets, I have reforved to 
my folf-and my-friends. This fhall now (God wil¬ 
ling] be my chiefeft care, that my Laboratory, in 
which the truth of the whole bufineft fhall be fhown 
unto my friends, may be fitted up and made ready. 
In the mean time, the Princes and Noble men, whofo 
territories fiich mctallick treafures are in, and cannot 
be extracted by the help of common fufion, may con- 
fider, whether or no it will be agreeable to their 
minds to make ufo of thefo my Artificial, and not 
vulgar Operations in extracting the Gold and Silver 
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bv Salt and Salt-peter out of fuch-Iike auriferous fub- 
jects. If it fhall (eem unto them a thing worth while, 
to inftitute fuch operations for the profit of their 
Countries, they may fend unto me a (it perfon, and 
one that knows how to deal in the fire, and one that 
is of a filent difpofition, and of good education, who 
may learn the very work it felf in my Laboratory. 

But they that are Lords of fuch places as doe not 
contain in them thofe auriferous Minera’s or Oars, 
and can ncau^rthelels get (lore of them from the bor¬ 
dering Countries, and are defirousof amending them, 
and ufing them for their profit, we deny not to (hew 
and difclofc the Art unto them too, ( the perfons 
always confidered,) namely that artificial and moift 
Extraction of the volatile and fix Gold, not onely 
out of Minerals, Stones, Sand, and Clay, but like- 
wi(e out of the already-molten Metals themfelves, 
as Lead, Tin, Iron, and Copper; in which Metals, 
there is often times hidden much Gold and Silver, 
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which admits not of being extracted by the common 
melting Fire ; but is ealily drawn thereout of, by the 
maturation and reparation that is cauled by Salt and 
Salt-peter, and (o brought to common u)c. 

All thele things we will not be loth to make 
friends partakers of, as likewife of other rare and 
artificial inventions, and fuch as are profitable to 
all kinds of men, none excepted ; which are fuch 
things as will bring much profit to my Country, and 
fhall be fhewn in my Laboratory, publickly, and pri¬ 
vately unto friends: but with this provifo, namely, 
if the (aid friends will faithfully promife unto me, 
that they will with a faithfuil filence conceal thofe 
fecrets which they (hall fee and learn front me, and 
improve the fame, onely to the honour of God, to 
the comfort of the lick, to the help and fuccour of 
poor Widows and Orphans, and to the defence of 
the Truth ; and not ufe them to Diabolical difdain, 

I and deteftable pride, and other fooleries and vanities. 
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The End of the Emirth Part of the Profperity of Germany. 
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THE 

FIFTH PART 

O F T H E 


Profperity of GERMANY. 


Clearly and Solidly demonftrating, and as it were {hew¬ 
ing with the Fingers, what Alchymy is, and what benefit may by the 
help thereof, be gotten every where, and in moft places of Germany. 
Written and Publifhed to the Flonour of God the giver of all good 
things, primarily 5 and to the Honour of all the great ones of the Coun¬ 
try 5 and for the Health, Profit, and Afliflance againft Forreign lnvafi- 
ons, of all their Inhabitants that are by due right and obedience fubjedt 
unto them. 


L I KE as the weighty command of God injoyns 
all Children to love their Parents, and toliib- 
niit themfelves unto them, with a due obedi¬ 
ence in all lawfull and equitable things, and to yield 
them due fidelity : Even fo likewife doth he require 
from every fubject a due obedience to their particu¬ 
lar Magistrates, that they moft willingly obey them 
(with a faithfuil obfervance, as being the Fathers 
of the Countrey, and to whom they are tied by all 
right of Fidelity) in all fuch things as pafs not be 


yond the boundaries of equity, and withall it be¬ 
hoves each fuch fubject to communicate any thing 
whatfeever that is requifite for their fafety and de¬ 
fence, and for the repelling and beating oft the Ene¬ 
mies. 

The confideration of this dutifull fervice, which 
binds every Subject to his Magiftrate, ftirred me up 
(feeing that greivous and fudden Fire which almoft 
deftroyed all the Kingdom of Poland, and therefore 
fearing, left by dilating it felf it fhould alfo detri¬ 
ment 
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men: our Countrey) to take care in pub!ifhing,fome 
four years ago, a lictle Book intituled the firft Fart 
of the Profperjty of Germany. I therein taught, by 
what means the v-aft plenty of Corn and Wine might 
be fo concentrated as to be eafily preferved and kept, 
and fo be made ferviceable for the common good,and 
ofexceeding profit, in future calamitous times. 

I like wife (hewed the way and manner of fome 
other Arts, and liich as are molt ufefull for the com¬ 
mon good of the Countrey, ’mongft which, that 
difcovery of making Salt peter opt of old and rotten 
Wood, (from which may a vaft quantity thereof be 
had) is none of the meaneft. 

I hat e alfb bethought my fclf of another way of 
pleafuring my Countrey with no fiuall benefit afore I 
die, and thus I intend it. 

Firft of all, I would have the whole World know 
by this final 1 Work or Trcatife, that I have a mind 
to dcmonftrate the mod profitable and principal fe- 
crets which i have treated of (partly openly or 
plainly, and partly obfeurely or more darkly) in 
thol’c tour parts of the Profperitv of Germany, and 
that both to the high and low in my publick and 
private Laboratory, afore this year is run about. 
To this end, I have already the chiefeft and mod 
necefiary Utenfils at hand, and when all the necef 
lary provihon is gotten together and made ready, 
thole faid Arcanums which will be lo exceedingly 
profitable to the Countrey, fhall be vilibly demon- 
ftrated to fuch as the chiefeft Magiftrates fhall make 
choife of, and to other honeft Citizens and Men of 
the Countrey. And amongft thefe Arcanas which 
are of fuch great benefit, the three following ones 
arc the mod principal. 

The firft is, the making of good Salr-peter out of 
contemptible, and every where obvious lubjects. 

The fecond is, how by the help of this Salt-peter, 
eafily and copioufiy to extrad the fugitive, and the 
fixt Gold and Silver and Copper out of the Mamas 
or Oars, with a great deal of profit and mighty ad¬ 
vantage, and that without any melting or fufion by 
Fire. 

The third is this, the truth and certainty of Al- 
chvmy fhall be fhown, and it fhall be proved, that 
it is not any vain dream, deceitfull Phantafie or Fal¬ 
lacy,as the greateft part and number of its haters and 
Ignoramus's have hitherto flanderoufly reported;- but 
that it is a moll true Artifice, and of wondrous con- 
fequence, by the help of which, (it making ufe of 
Fire and Salt,) all contemptible Minerals and Me¬ 
tals, and which arc of no great gain, as Lead, I- 
ron, Tin,Bifmnth,Cobolt, Zink, Lap Calaminarss, Mar- 
cbajltes , all other fugacious Minerals may be fo fixed 
and ripened, as that much and true and conftant 
Gold and Silver may be extracted out of them with 
fiuall cods, but abundance of profit. 

Thefe three fecrets verily are in my judgment of 
great moment and therefore are worthy for the 
great ones, and Princes, and other Fathers of the 
common Weal to be made partakers thereof by re¬ 
vealing the fame unto them. 

I have deemed it worth while, in a few words to 
illuflrate the incredible utility thcncefrom arifing, 
that any one that hath but any reafon may perceive 
it. 

And firft, as concerning Salt-peter, the whole 
World knows what profitable and needlull a fubjed 
it is. There can never be (o great a quantity there¬ 
of prepared, but it may not onely be applied to ne- 


cellary ufes but alfo to fuch as bring a great deal of 
profit. I forbear to fpeak of its mod great ufe and 
exceeding profit in making Gun powder, which no 
Kingdoms, no Common-wealths can want to defend 
their Countrey withall, and drive oft' their Ene¬ 
mies. 

And if there were no need of it for rhis thing, yet 
would it be of' mighty moment, and bring in abun¬ 
dance ofjarofit by extracting G a l and Silver out 
of the poorer Oars which will not bear the charges 
of melting, and now there will never be fb much 
Gold and Silver, as that it will not be of any profit 
to a Countrey. 

Nay more, if there were no want of Gun powder; 
nor of Gold nor Silver, (which time when ’twill 
come, and how it fhould come, for my part I can¬ 
not fee) yet (having Peter) we cannot be in want 
of Bread; and how great foever the plenty is of 
Wine, and Corn, and Fruits, yet there is never 
wont to be too much. Corn and Seeds being ma¬ 
cerated with Salt peter afore they are fown, and the 
Roots of Vines and Trees being moiftned with a 
very little of its liquor, do not onely grow more 
plenteoufly, but alfo produce more plenty of Fruits, 
and fuch as ripen far fooner, and arc of a fweeter 
Taft, than if they were dung'd with that (linking 
Beads Dung liquor. If then, Salt-peter be a fubjeCt 
fo excellent, as that we can by no means want it, 
and that it may fo eafily be prepared out of Wood’ 
and Stones in plenty ; if above all other things it 
makes the Earth fruitful!, if it can extract plenty of 
true Gold and Silver out of the contemptible Sand 
and Flints, what can we defire more from it, unlefs 
it be a found and healthfull Body, whereby we may 
in fu!ne(s of health quietly and peaceably enjoy luch 
great benefits vouchfafcd’ us by God.-’ But now this 
very fame Salt being juftly called the wonder of the 
World can beftow upon us, this very health we 
fpeak of. 

I do affirm that Alchymy it felf, or the Tranfinu- 
tation of the Idler, or meaner Metals into the grea¬ 
ter or more noble, and into Gold and Silver, isnota 
vain dreaming dotage, and an opinion void of reafbn, 
but is the very truth it felf, and confirmed by many 
experiments ; the demonftration of which, I do, 
God willing, this Summer not raffily but advifedly 
fet about (hewing it by publick and evident experi¬ 
ments, and its ufe for the good of the Country. 

Now then, forafmuch as the Countrey is every 
where fufficicntly ftored with Iron, Lead, Salt and 
other mineral matters, and fuch like contemptible 
fubjedls, and yetnotwithftanding there isnotatpre- 
fent any profit arifing thereby ; verily it cannot be, 
but that in a few years time (if fuch melting Houles 
were in all places made) Men would be rendred 
Mafters of great Treafures. Who knows what God 
will do, and whether or no it may not fo come to 
pafs, that it may be faid of the great ones of ~our] 
Ccuntrey as is mentioned in Holy Writ concerning 
Solomon. And he made Silver as plentiful as the 
Stones that lie in the Streets, &c. 

But that I may yet more open the Eyes of the Stu¬ 
dious after all, and fhow them, by what means all 
thefe things may come to pafs, and fall out true, I 
do hereby allure him, that there’s no need of taking 
thofc Metals for this Fufion, that are already pure 
enough as Iron, Lead, Tin, and already fit to be 
imployed about Mans ufe ; no, thofe common and 
fulphureous leaden Miner a's or Oars which are found 
to be uncapable of yielding profitable and venal of 
N n n n n fella bit* 
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feilable Lead, are well enough for this Fufion and 
operation we (peak of; and (o likewife thofe Irony 
and Coppery Oars, out of which (feeing they admit 
not by nature of any fufionor melting) mailable fu- 
file Copper or Iron cannot be extracted. For this 
Operation of ours needs not Copper, Iron or Lead 
to work upon, as being content with thofe poor fort 
of Oars, and with the bare Salt which the Earth is 
every where wd^rreplenifhed withal], lo tljat there s 
no caufe to fear that there will ever be a want of 
any matter for fitch an Operation. 

But what need 1 fpeak much of tbefe unknown, 
and (o very profoundly hidden fecrets of nature, 
feeing I have openly enough taught already, in the 
fecond part ofth z MtracuUun Mundi, by what means, 
pure and natural Gold may be gotten out of every 
Herb. This very thing I publietdy demonftrated in 
my Laboratory above a year ago, in the prelence of 
tnoft learned Men, Profell'ors, Dortours ofPhyfick, 
and other Men both noble and ignoble, as their 
Tefiimonies, which are [under] hand affirm. 

Bur there’s no need of that, forafmuch as the 
manner it felf of the Operation is publifired in 
Print, and manifefted to every one, and there can 
hardly pals over one years fpace, but that even a 
thou land Men or more may imitate the Operation 
and learch into the truth it felf of the bufinels. 

But that the well minded Reader may have a lit¬ 
tle more light, and may bimfelf Ice what foundations 
the work i have undertaken is built upon, I have 
judged it altogether necellary in a few words to let 
alore your Eyes, what Alchymy it felf is, and whe¬ 
ther or-no it has any foundation in Nature and Art. 
For if fo be any ingenious Man gives an Herb, an 
Animal, or a Man any name, certainly he does it 
not raflily and without any’ground, but well knows 
and underftands for what caufc he intitles any thing 
by fuch or (Itch a name, and it is chiefly done on this 
account that by fuch alfumed names the na¬ 
ture of the Herb, Animal, or Man,and its properties 
might be known. A few Examples will illuftrate it 
the more. 

What realon have the Phyficians and Philolbphers 
of old to call the Herb St. Johnfwort , perforata ? 
Becaufe its leaves are full of (mall holes, and it is fo 
figned by nature, xo fiiew, that it has eminent vir¬ 
tues [and peculiarly appointed] to take away and 
cure external and internal (labs and wounds of the 
Body, and this is confirmed by experience. Why 
are fbme Herbs called Saxifragers ? becaufe their na- 
tureis, to cleave allunder and break through great 
heaps of Stones in their growing up,' and to pene¬ 
trate through old Walls, by thegrowrh of their hard 
roots. Their Seeds likewife are like unto the fmallefl 
Sand and after a lore ftonyifh and do break the fiony 
matter in the Reins and Bladder of Man’s Body and 
bring it forth. So a Serpent hath its denomination 
from creeping, becaule it wants Feet, and creeps 
and crawls along on the.Earth. 

A Shoemaker hath his title from his making and 
fewing of Shoes. A Black fmith is not wonr to be 
called a Gold-finith, becaufe he works not on Gold 
buton Iron, and he hath his denomination from I- 
ron, which heis occupied about. 

The fame is to be underftood of the word Alchy¬ 
my, which denoteth no other thing fave a Eufion 
and liquefartion of Salt, and foirreacheth us, what 
caule it was for, that the Ancients called the Tranf- 


cular Tranfmutarion of the viler Metals can be per- 
ferted and accomplifhed. Therefore it was not an 
unadviled and rafh artion that rhe Ancient Philolb¬ 
phers did when they put the title of Alchjmy on 
the Tranfmutation of Metals, but as a Gold In ith is 
fo called from the Gold, which he is a Labourer in, 
fo is it with this. 

The name therefore doth openly point out ihe 
matter tranfmuting the baler Metals into the more 
noble, viz,. Salt, which being as an univtrfal Agent 
does nor onely maturate and bring to due perfection 
the Metals generated in the Bowels of the Earth by 
a natural Operation, but iralfo dres the (an;e out of 
the Earth by the Operation of Arr, Salt alone, and 
Fire alone are fufficient for the maturation and rranf- 
mutation of the unripe Metals. For Salt (as being 
the Agent) is driven or forced as ’twere by the Fire 
to difplay its virtues upon the Metals and by exerci- 
fingits power, to render them better and more no¬ 
ble, as Paracelfus openly witncllbth in his Ca!u»i Phi- 
lofophorum , faying, that the Corporal mixtion of me¬ 
tals though commixt a long time and kept lo in Full- 
on, is neither wont to give, (nor indeed can contri¬ 
bute lb much as ought to their Tranlmutacion. But 
if fo be the metals are to be pcrfertcd'by any amend¬ 
ing, they are to beconjovned in a fpiritual ccmmixti- 
on, and fo they come to their hoped-for amendment; 
and this is very agreeable ro the truth, and evidently 
fignifies, that without a falinc agent and lire, there 
is no way of attaining to a particular tranfmutation 
and bettering in the metals. Elias the Prophet, 
whole name inverted yields the word Saline [or Salts,] 
did not work his mofi great miracles afore lie came 
into Zarpatb, or Sarepta, chat is,' into the melting 
Houle [or fufing Work-fhop] where he filled the 
poor Widows Oil Veilels, that fo fhe might have 
wherewith to live in a time of fcarcity. For as long 
as the terreftrial Salts do lie hid in barren and fto- 
ney Mountains, in which there gr< vvs nothing bur 
Juniper Bufiics, and arc [there] nourifhed by the 
Stars, they cannot fiiew forth their wonders, but 
they are wont then to difdofethem when they come 
into the melting I loufes. Even fo is it with Salt, 
when it comes into the melting Shop, it doth effert fo 
much as not onely to fill the Oil Barrels but the Cel¬ 
lars and Barns too, and that plentifully, butefpecial- 
ly when the clue [or fuitable] Salts Elias and El if a 
do come together, and Elias is carried in his fiery 
Chariot into Heaven, and fiindred from Elf a and 
doth lend down a double portion of his Spirit upon 
Elfa his Companion; by which, Ehfa being 
ftrengthned and acquiring more ftrcngrh than it had 
afore, is made fic for greater and more powerful! 
Operations. 

But amongft thofe mofi great miracles, this was 
an eminent one, that after the departure of Elfa rhe 
Prophet out of this life, there was another dead 
Man thrown into his Sepulchre who by the touch of 
his Bones was reftored to life. 

Therefore, like as this miracle did fupernaturally 
happen by the divine power : Even fb [doth it come 
to pafs] naturally, by the virtues of our Sal Mira-\ 
bihs corroborated with a double Spirit, which dorh 
not onely reftore a dead [body] and Wood turned 
by the Fire into Charcoal, when it is caft into the 
Sepulchre, that is into the Earthen Pot or C rucible 
to the white Bones of our Sal Mtrabilis , and bring it 
(in the fpace of one quarter of an hour) unto its tor- 


mutation of Metals Alchymy ; -viz becaufe of the | mer viridity and life, and with this very green Li- 
fufing or melting of Salt, without which, no parti- quor of the Wood may other half dead Irees. asm- 
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fa other things be reftorcd to viridity, and increafe, 
and their former fertility, more than by any thing 
elfe: But alfo, even various dead infers, if they be 
put to our Sal Mirabtlis can recover life again. And 
although that this may teem a new unheard of, and 
incredible thing, yea" a meer Paradox to any one, 
yet is it as true as truth it (elf; the true way of which 
Operation I will (God willing) deferibe and (hew 
clearly in the lirft Century of my general Appen 
dix. 

But although that thefe wonderfull Operations of 
my Sal Mirabtlis may feem fuch, as to be never ca¬ 
pable of being effected yet, to all fuch as know its 
Compofirion, ’tis a thing very eafily accomp’ifhed. 
Nor can it be but that the divine wonders (hould be 
(till more and more laid open by the help of my Sal 
Mirabtlis , and be exceedingly (own 'abroad, and 
made known to fuch as are ignorant. Which being 
done, the World will conceive a far other gue(s 
Opinion of A'chymv, and judge otherwife thereof 
than hirherto it has done. 

But that fuch as are admirers of the divine and -na¬ 
tural wonders, may clearly fee how large an extent 
thofe things I have hitherto difeovered/are of, I 
cannot omit the adding of the folar Work or Sma- 
ragdine Table of Hermes , the Father of all the Phi-. 
lofophers, the which being in my judgment accom¬ 
modated to this difeourfe of mine I will illuftrate. 

But to fumm up all I will fay, I have here briefly 
declared, that if a Spirit be elevated or fublimed 
from a true Salt by the help of a ftrong Fire, or be 
drawn from out of its Body, and be again returned 
to the fame own fixed Body left behind and be refto- 
red to it in a due manner ; that fix Salt, gets double 
the ftrength and virtue it had, (as hath been fhown 
concerning my Sal Mirabilis ) and does perform 
things wonderfull ; which Hermes and Bafil Valentine 
have hinted unto us in thefe next enfuing expref- 
fions. 

Hitherto belongs the fmall Circular Figure , noted Pag. 

19. at the beginning of the third Fart of the Yrofperi- 

1) of Germany. 


The Smaragdine Table of Hermes, &C. 

[See it at the etui of the Firlt Part of 
Miraculum iMitndi. ] 

The tsTnigma of Brother Bafil Valentine. 

T l lere is a Stone, of all others the leaft precious, 
out of which is extrafted a fugitive [or vola¬ 
tile] Fire, and out of rhis Fire is the Stone it fclf 
made, it is of colour white and red and yet is it no 
Stone. In this Scone doth nature operate, and pro¬ 
duced! a Limpid or clear Fountain, which choaketh 
inihe Waters and fwallows up his own fixed Father, 
untill at length a Soul be given [or reftored] him, 
and [his] fugitive Mother be made like [him] in 
the Kingdom. Likewife this Stone brings power 
and great ftrength, it exceeds the Sun in Age, [its] 
Fugitive Mother [is] prepared by Vulcan and [its] 
Father [was] begotten by the Spirit. Likewife 
the Soul, Body, and Spirit confiftor abide in two, 
out of which, all thingsare ; thefe things are ofone, 
and is one thing, conjoyning the fix and the fugi¬ 


tive. They are two, and three, and one, and if 
thou art ignorant of this, thou will be frdftrared and 
deprived of the effetf: of the Art. 

Adam is placed in a Bath, in which Venus finds 
her like, now this Bath was prepared by that old 
Dragon, when he had loft his ftrength and power. 
But now this is nothing clfe (faith a Philofopher) 
but a duplicate Mercury. In this is its name hidden, 
which is ro be fought after with all diligence and 
continual labour. 

The Event proves the Aclicns. 

I Tfeemcdunto me very expedient tofet down here 
in this place, thefe few, but exceeding weighty 
words of Hermes and Brother Bajif becaufe they do 
fo notably fquare with this Work of mine which I 
have here deferibed. And therefore I do here again 
affirm'what I have often faid, viz,. That he who 
knows Salts well, but efpecially Niter and Vitriol, 
and knows how to conjoyn them, is well skilled in 
Medicine and Alchymy, and fufliciently enough 
underftands that the Smaragdine Table of Hermes is 
Vitriol, an excellent Smaragd or Emrald, and that 
Nirer is (according as Varacelfus and Bajil Valentine 
have at large deferibed) the Kingly Infant of the 
Sun, with whole deferiptions we at prefent content 
our (elves. I will make a more prolix mention of the 
(apie in my Centuries, thole things that I have ad- 
joyned here I could nor, 'for certain reafons let flip 
and pals by. 

Now by thefe few words it is manifeft, what vir¬ 
tues Salts are endowed withall, and what miracu¬ 
lous effects they fhew, when they are caff into the 
melting Fire, viz. Such Salts as are corroborated 
with a double Spirit poured down from above. 
Thefe Salts (I fay) are wont not onely to fill the 
poor Widows Oil Vcfiels, but even the Cellars and 
Barns with Wine and Corn. 

But I would not that any (hould interpret it a- 
mifs, in that 1 make fome kind ofComparifon ’rwixt 
the wonderfull virtues of Salts, and the miracles of 
the Holy Prophets : For verily the thing it (elf ad¬ 
mits it, and by fucli Companions, the natural light 
is greatly'ftrengthned, which thing we fhall fpeak 
more at large of elfewhere. 

Whofoeverhe be that well knows the nature and 
properties of Salts, and is fomething skilled in the 
management of the Fire, he will hereby eafily learn 
thus much, as eafily to perceive that there is fuch a 
thing, as a profitable tranfmution of the more vile 
Metals into the more noble ones. 

But there are requifire to this Operation manual 
Arts, peculiar Furnaces, and Angular Commixtions 
of Metals, the knowledge of all which, he mufthave 
that defires beneficially to employ himfelf in thefe O- 
perations. The whole Operation with all the ap¬ 
purtenances requilite, and all the things thereto ap¬ 
pertaining, fhall (if God pleafe) be expofed to be 
feen in my Laboratory this Summer. As my Wri¬ 
tings lately publifhed, and the Labours performed 
in my Laboratory the laft year,do fufliciently enough •* 
teftifie that I have boih publickly and privately de- 
monftrared and manifefted the truth of the chiefeft 
fecrets which I have mentioned in my Writings. And 
as for what remained of being done the laft year, 
this prefent Book promifeth the demonftration of, 
this Summer. What Writer alive, did ever endea¬ 
vour the demonftration of the truth of his Writings 
by moft evident experiments ? None at all fave Glauber. 

There- 
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Therefore 1 doubt not but that feeing this little ( 
Book nisei's the Countrey fuch great benefits, and ^ 
Commodity, there will not onely be fome of the 
Vulgar lore, bur alfo many of the Noble ones [or 
Magiftrates] be found, to whom the reading of the 
fame will not be a tedious thing. 

And now I return again to fpeak of Alchymy, 
openly difelofing my Opinion concerning it, and 
firmly averring, that Salts onely have power to 
wafti, maturate, and perfect the unripe Metals. 

Bur fome of ther may here fay, if Alchymy be 
the fufing of Salt, by what means can it poflibly 
ever be, that Gold and Silver fhoukl be gotten out 
of Salt by melting i If there were Gold in it, cannot 
it be gotten forth cafier than by melting in the Fire? 

I anfwer, you are not foto underhand it, as it huge 
heaps of Gold could begotten by a bare fufing and 
melting of Salt. No! no fuch matter. But when 
the Metals have Salts adjoyned to them in a due 
manner, and fo undergo a melting Fire, they do 
(in that fufing) difplay their virtues upon the Me¬ 
tals, and do 16 hri g them to a maturity as to yield 
forth Gold and Silver. For Salts arc the univerfal 
ripening Agents, both in the dry and in the moifh 
way, as is clearly evident from the third and fourth 
part ? of the Profperity of Germany, fo that there 
needs no more to be fpoken as to this. 

But yet, that thefe things may not feem new, or 
altogether abfurd, I fay, that in all Salts there lies 
hidden fpiiitual Gold, but yet it cannot be extracted 
from them without the addition of the Metals. For 
all the things that are, are generated, cncreafcd, 
and (attained by the Sun,(and amongft thefe may be 
reckoned up the finalleft Vegetable) do contain the 
fugacious beams of the Sun hidden in them, which 
faid beams may by the benefit of Art be made cor¬ 
poreal and fixe. - This I taught and demonftrated 
more prolixly in the fecond parr of my Miracnlum Mum 
Ji. 1 will reach the fame in the firtt Century of my 
general Appendix, which faid Appendix (hall illuf 
rrate all my Writings with more cleat notes ; and 1 
will evidently fhow the way, by which true and 
natural Gold is to be gottep (by the benefit of a 
certain precipitating matter, out of Sea Salt, both 
by the dry and by the moift way. "Ibis Operation 
brings nor any confiderable profit, but doth in very 
truth fhow the poflibility of the thing. But he who 
knows the wav of conjoyning true and due [or pro¬ 
per] Metals with legitimate [orfuirable] Salts, and 
of handling them in a due and true way of Fufion, 
will get Gold and Silver out of all the imperfedt Me¬ 
tals, and that with no fmall profit ; and this fhall be 
demonftrated in my Laboratory thisprefent Summer 
by God s help. 

And for the more evident proof hereof, it teems 
worth while to adjoyn a Story out of the Journal of 
William Litgou of England , [rather Scotland] who 
Journving through Italy , tettifies that hefaw in Tra- 
fundial a City in Sicilia, much Gold excodled or 
drawn out of Sea Salt; which thing, feeing it agrees 
with my Opinion, and confirms what I fay, I will 
add the Words of the Authour himfelfas they are in 
Lathi. 

4 

“ The fourth City of Sicily, is Trapundia, feituate 

in the Weft-fide, and oppofite to the City Biferta , 
<£ feated on the Barbarian Coaft of Af rica, which 
“ yields pure Gold, which is exported by the Mer- 
‘ chants into Italy, Venice, Dalmatia, and Greece. 
“ Jus excodted in fome Artificially made Salt-pits 


Part I. 


“ by the more vehement beams of the Sun, which 
c Pits are filled and emptied every month. Now 
‘ the Salt here on the Seafhore, has a colour like 

the redr.efs of a Ruby, or Corral: The City is al- 
“ molt the one half of it imployed about working 
“ thereupon. The Gold it feIf being purged is dil- 
“ tributed Throughout the whole Chrirtian World., 

Thefe arc the words of the faid Authour, I know 
nothing of the certainty of the tiling it fclf, he that 
is delirous to find out the truth of this Relation may 
eafily do it. As for my fclf, I eafily credit this Re¬ 
lation, becaufe of the Mount c AEtna which always 
is burning in that Ifland, and becaufe of the Sulphur 
too, which all the Land of Sicily abounds withal!. 
And verily it feems a thing altogether likely, that 
when the Inhabitants of this Jlland upon the Sea- 
fhore, make Salt of the Sea Water for their necefia- 
r y ufe, by digging Pits in the Earth after the man- 
nerofall thofe hot Countries, and Jetting in the Sea 
Water, and that the warm beams of the Sun fepa- 
rate [or any of] the unprofitable fiweer [or infipid] 
Water, in Vapour, and that that Water of Salt is 
endued with a notable fliarpnefs ; it extracts the 
Sulphur out of the Earth which is there in plenty 
every where, and it renders this [Sulphur] by the 
help of the heat of the Sun, conftarit, corporal and 
fixr, foas that it can be afterwards molten in a mel¬ 
ting Furnace into Gold. If now the moft hot beams 
of the Sun, and Salt Water can change common 
earthly Sulphur into Gold, why may nor the fame 
be done alfo by the benefit of Fire, Salt, and Art. 

That all Gold is at firft naturally generated of a 
pure Sulphur in the Earth, no body will indeed de¬ 
ny. That any Sulphur may by the help of Fire 
and Salt be fixed and changed into natural Gold, 
daily experience wicnelleth, not onely in my own 
Laboratory, but in my Difciples Laboratories too, 
the which, vilibly demonltrates, and even by ma¬ 
nual Operation confirms the truth of thofe things 
which 1 have mentioned in the fecond part of my 
Miracnlum Alumh, hereabouts. 

That which is mentioned in the old Hymn of the 
Ancient Church-Fathers, viz,, who made Gold of 
Rods or Twigs, and Gems ofStones, feems to the ig¬ 
norant altogether as Paradoxal, new, and incredible : 
and from which r tis gathered that St. John the E- 
vangelift made Gold of Sticks of Wood, and Gems 
of common Stones: I can in a few words demon- 
ftrate that both are true. 

Diflolve common Sulphur, or any Vegetable in 
common Salt, this Solution will make the Sulphur of 
a red colour. Keep this Solution for at lea ft one 
hours fpace in the Fire, you fhall find a little of the 
Sulphur changed intoGold ; to the red Salt, adjoyn 
the Calx of Saturn, melt them by Fufion into one 
Body, and reduce the Lead by a Cupel, you fhall 
find a grain of Gold, it yields indeed no profit but 
demonftrates the certainty and polfibility of Art. 
But if any one fhall be skilled in managing this Ope¬ 
ration in great quantity (as fhall be done this Sum¬ 
mer in my Laboratory) he will not complain of lofs, 
but will always get profit. 

But let this fuffice as to the making Gold out of 
any Wood, or any Herb, by the help of Fire and 
Salt. 

Let us now fee by what means Stones of manifold 
colours may be made by the he’p of Salt, out of 
Wood or any Herb. Adjoyn to the red Salt made 
of Wood, a little Powder of white Flints, put them 

in 
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in a Crucible, and melt them in the Fire, that they 
may become a red Glafs, refembling almofl the co¬ 
lour of a Ruby; if you keep them longer in the mel¬ 
ting, the red ' colour will be changed into a green, 
and’have the likenels of an Emrald : After this, 
comes a sky-colour, refembling a Saphir, then fol¬ 
lows a yellow, not unlike a Jacynth: then in a long¬ 
er continuance of Fire, it becomes black and like an 
Agatb. Indeed thefe Stones arc no harder than com¬ 
mon Glafs, but as to their colours and beauty do 
exaftly refemble the precious natural Stones. 

Thefe two Arcanum s indeed do as to the outfide 
view feem not very excellent, but yet I believe, the 
well minded Reader, to whom I offer them as a 
pledge or Love token for to remember me by, will 
not think them (feeing they teach the extracting of 
Gold out of any Wood or Vegetable, and how by 
white Flints to make Stones of feveral colours) of 16 
fmall a moment or value, as they appear here to be, 
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but will believe that he has a foundation laid open 
for him, to arrive to greater fecrers. 

As concerning thefe kind of wonderfull things, 
and Tranlinutations hitherto unknown to the World, 
and changing things into more noble and better 
Species, I will treat more at large in the ten Cen¬ 
turies, in which, my Writings fhall be declared with 
more evident and clearer Explications, to which I 
refer the well minded Reader, concluding this Book 
with thofe Verfes ofO vid. 

7 unique opus exegi, quod nec Jovis ira, nec Ignis, 
Nec potent ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuftas. 

And now, a work Ifnijht have, of which,Jove’s wrath , 
or flame. 

Or Sword, or all devouring time can ne’er raze out the 
name. 


An A P P E N D I X 

T O T H E 

FIFTH PART 

O F T H E 

Profperity of GERM ANY. 

Clearly and perfpicuoufly revealing and declaring, (for die 

benefit and profit’s fake of the whole Countrey) by what means thofe three 
Arcana s promifed in the faid fifth part are to be advantageoufly effaced. 
Together with an adjoyned Explication offomc obfeurer places which are 
not fo clearly difclofed in the third and fourth parts of the Profperity of 
Germany, as likewife in the firfl Century. 


Friendly Reader, 

doubt not, but it will feem a wonder to many, that Arcana’s of fo great moment and fo much 
utility fhould be laid open by me, in fo perfpicuous and evident a defer ipt ion, at for every 
one thoroughly to know them. 

However , any Body may eafily perfwade himfelf that 1 have not fo done without weighty 
caufes, which to reckon up here at prefent, I judge it not fo altogether neceffary, but that 
it will be more commodious to refer it to fame other convenient time. The chief eft and which is the 
mofl over-fwaying reafon amongfl all the reft, is this, viz. the perverfenefs of fome abuftve Men, 
not onely endeavouring to make my Writings envied [or bated] by Men of common rank, but alfo 
by the great ones, by their lying reproachfull jlaunders ; and efpecidlly moft falfely averring, that 
thofe three Arcana’s which 1promifed in the Fifth Part of the Profperity of Germany,arc of no profit , 
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and therefore cannot he effected with any advantage, and that I my felf /ought after nothingelfe 
by promiftng their difcovery, fave onely by impofing them upon [or Jelling them unto'] others to 
[crape fomeMonies together. Now forafmuch as this is the property of Slanders, to be admitted 
far cafilier and readilier than the truth it felf and that for this reafon many have diverted their 
minds from the truth of this thing by bufying them about thefe Calumnies, and fo have not known 
how the cafe [lands; but (on the contrary) feeing 1 am conjcious of mine own Jnnoceucy, and am 
far wide of thofe Crimes fo falfely charged on me , / have judged it mojl juft and moft highly necef- 
fary, not fo fuffer thofe moft falfe Accufations to reft upon me, but to Jhew the contrary to the Eyes 
of the ivhole World, and by demonjlrating and difcloftng the very truth it felf, to recover my honour 
Jo perfidioufly ant'preacheroufly fnatcht from me $ the which could not pojjibly be done by any better 
ivay than this. 

Necejjity therefore required the Work it felf to fpeak, and to defend its own felf, which indeed 
is a true and genuine defence, and way of flopping the fhamelefs and lying Mouths of all reproachfull 
Slanderers. God will in time recompence fitch falfe Mens moft wicked Works, whereby they have ex¬ 
ceedingly injured me. . Mean while every one may apply thefe moft profitable inventions to their nfe , 
and undertake the doing one or other of the Operations whereby they may reap fome benefit, which I 
tvifh them from my Soul. 

Nor do I doubt, but that a very many Men will, by following the Doflrine by me prefcribed, and 
inftfting upon the foot-fteps of my Writings, which are founded on the truth , as being a fire Founda¬ 
tion, get themfclves no fmall profit; whileft they quietly and peaceably enjoy the gainfull prafli- 
fingonmy Arcana’s.: And efpecially of that moft eafte fee ret, by which, fugacious and volatile Gold 
is extracted out of all kinds of Flints, (every where plentifully offering themfelves, and fo by the' 
help of Lead, is rendred Corporeal. Which Work verily is fuel, as that one Man doth noways dam- 
nifie another by, but may rather help and profit him." Therefore do I at prefent affirm to every bo¬ 
dy with that truth which God loves, and will defend, that all the following Operations which / mani- 
fe(l in the publijhing this little Treatife, have been wrought by me not once onely but often times, 
and have been jhown to many others, fo that no body has any reafon to doubt hereof, nor need he be 
follicitous about any other thing but how wifely to manage, the Operation, and to be diligent about 
his labours. But if it fhould Jo fall out as that a Man fhould commit an err our or two, which may 
eafily happen, let him not afcr'tbe the err ours he commits, to the Art it Jelf, and thereupon to accufe 
it of faiftty, but let him rather inquire into the occafions qnd reafons of his own err ours, and without 
doubt by fitch enquiries will he attain his end , and get the hoped for fruit: in which thing, myfrft 
and fecond Century will by an eafte Manudublion help him. 

Thefe are the things which for the truths fake and to witnefs it, was / willing to produce. And 
I do hereby ftgnifte to every one that now my publick Laboratory is at an end, and fhall remain fhut 
for time to come, which Twas willingevery one fhould know. 


[The firfF] Operation [hewing the way of reducing any 
Lead, or any Vein of Lead by the help of common Salt , 
f and] by Coals, into Ajhes, in the Furnace called 
Stichofen, that fo the Gold and Silver may be extrac¬ 
ted with profit. 

T AKE of Lead or a Leaden Vein two parts, 
and of common Salt one part. The Lead Oar 
is to be ground in a Mill, and fo are they to be 
cpipmixt, and by little and little thrown with a Sho¬ 
vel upon the Coals in the Furnace, ferving to make 
Allies, and which has Pipes or Chimnyes fitted 
thereunto to receive the fume and the afeending 
Flores. That molten part of Metal and Salt which 
falls through the Grate is to be again taken up with 
your Shovel, and caft in upon the Coals until] the 
whole Metal, or all that metallick Vein (hall be tur¬ 
ned into Afhes. Then farther, all the burnt matter, 
is to be freed by divers wafhings from all the defile¬ 
ments, and the remaining Afhcs of the Metal or 
Metallick Vein, is to be reduced into a Metal in a 
Furnace which the Germans call Stichofen. Thefe 
incinerations and reductions arc to befo often and fo 
long repeated, untill you find (by making trial with 
lome little piece) that your Lead is now fitted to be 
handled or wrought on in the Hearths or Furnaces 
by the Fire of Separation. For then in the dearths 


or Tells it is changed into Litharge, whereby it may 
the more commodioufly yield forth the Gold and 
Silver, which by the Fire and Salt arc therein matu¬ 
rated. 

N. B. But you are here to obferve that the lea¬ 
den Oars can indeed be commixed with the Salt, 
and fo thrown in upon the Coals: But now Lead ad¬ 
mits not of being fo dealt withall, for it is not mixa- 
ble with the Salt, and therefore it requires that the 
Salt be firfl call in upon the Coals, and then muft it 
be thrown in afterwards at top of it. And this way 
is to be obferved and fo often repeated and fo long, 
always throwing in, firft the Salt then the Lead, till 
the Lead being turned into afhes, hath wholly loft its 
metallick Fulion. The laid allies are to be wafht 
with Water and reduced in the Furnace, on fuch 
wife as we fpake of but now. 

N. B- Ocher lefl'er Metals may be added to the 
Lead or to the leaden Vein or Oar, and fo be redu¬ 
ced into Allies together, as Tin, Jrqn or Copper. 
But yet thefe leaden Oars are more advantageous 
and profitable if they are taken alone, as beingmore 
fit for this kind of labour, teeing they have already 
in them Iron and Copper, and yield not any good 
and vendible Lead, by reafon of their wild nature, 
and fo. there's no need of burning up Copper and 
Tin which are alrea Jy vendible. 

N. B. Whileft 
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N. B. Whileft this Incineration is done, many 
Mctallick Flores does alcend up into the Receptacles 
appointed for the fume to go up in, and which are 
adjoyned to the Furnace, which (if need be) may 
be taken out, and by waftiings be freed from the 
Salt which afeended together with them, and by 
Reduftion be reftored or reduced to their former bo¬ 
dy : and will yield Lead which contains in it Silver, 
and is to be converted into Litharge like other 
Lead, that the Silver may be feparated therefrom. 

This likewife is heedfully to be obferved in the 
other Miner as or Oars turned into Afhes, that afore 
their Reduction, they be thoroughly wafht from all 
the Salt, and the light filths or defilements are to be 
well feparated from the metalline body ; for if this 
be neglected, the Salt being forced with the ftrong 
blaft of the Bellows would carry off the Metal to¬ 
gether with it felf, and the Afhes of the Coals would 
hinder the Fufion of the Metal it felf, and reduce 
the fame into Scoria's. 

’ As concerning the Reduction it felf, this is well 
to be regarded, that the Fire muft be kindled in the 
Furnace at leaft two hours afore the Afhes of the 
Oars that are to be reduced, are to be put in, that 
fo the Furnace may be thoroughly bright-hot with¬ 
in; for if it be not through fiery-hot,the Call in Mine- 
ra's melt not, and being noc molten they lie in the 
Fire, and hinder the blaft of the Bellows, and fpoil 
the Operation it felf. 

Thele labours therefore require a skilfull Artificer, 
and one verted in fuch Operations, for they are not 
lo very Facile as they feem to many, to appear to 
) be. 

Then farther, this is likewite to be noted, that if 
the Mincras or Oars that you take to this Operati¬ 
on are full of Sulphur, and that that Sulphur is not 
wholly taken away by torrifying [orcalcining them] 
it will by its fiercenefs reduce in the melting the bo¬ 
dy of the good Metal into Scoria's, and inftead of 
Metal prelent you with Drofs. And this is that In¬ 
cineration and Reduction which I have fhowed in 
my Laboratory, both to Friends and Enemies; Buc 
yet I have (fince that time) found out a far eafier 
way of doing this labour, by the help of which, one 
Man will do more in one day, than he could other- 
wife in eight days. But becaufe this way is not as 
yet made common, it feems not convenient in my 
Opinion to divulge it here ; for as much as I have 
determined with my felf in this prelent Appendix to 
difclofe onely thofc things which I expofed to befeen 
in my Laboratory by others. 

By what means Gold, Silver, yea and Copper too, may 
with great profit be extracted out of the poor Metal- 
lick Veins by tht moijt way, and which cannot quit 
the cofis of doing it by Fire. 

F it ft of all, the metallick Earths are to be made 
red hot, and to be quenched in cold Water, that 
lb being made brittle they may be ground in a Mill. 
If Sulphur beadmixt in them,then muft they by afore¬ 
going fireing be freed from the fame, becaufe the 
Sulphur hinders the Aqua Fort is, from duely diffol- 
ving thofeOars. Being now thus prepared, they are 
to be put into the ftronger Glafies, or into Earthen 
Cucurbits made of the bell Clay, and the following 
Water is to be poured upon them, and is to cover 
them over three fingers breadth. The Cucurbit 
being filled with thefe matters is to be fet in a Cafe 
[or Pot] full of Sand, and prepared for this ule, and 


(all the Water is to be drawn therefrom by Diftilla- 
tion: which is not onely all of it again recovered, buc 
withall doth get it felf an encreafe or augmentation 
from the Salt-peter or the Salt, fo chat there afeends 
more Water by Diftillation than was poured on. 

The Oars are to be taken our of the Cucurbit, (or 
Cucurbits, if there were more Pots ufed) and being 
taken forth you mult pour common Water thereup¬ 
on to excraft the remaining Salt thereout of, in the 
which Salt is found the Gold and the Silver that was 
in the Oars. 

N. B. This is to be obferved in this labour, that 
all the Spirits are not to be drawn olffrom the Oars 
even to the dry Salt ; and this not onely to fhunthe 
dammage that might happen by breaking the Glalfes, 
but alfo for this 1 eafon, viz,, that there may be left: 
behind with the Salt a little Acrimony, becaufe of 
(ome Salts which cafily pafs into Salt-peter when fome 
Aqua Fonts is drawn olf them. And albeit that A- 
qua Fonts will eafily turn the whole Body of Kitchin 
Salt into Salt-peter, yet notwithftanding 'mongft all 
the Salts one Salt admits of a fpeedier, another of a 
'low Tranfmutation, accordingas it ismore or lefsa- 
kin in its nature unto Salt-pctcr. 

And therefore to prevent this errour, fome humi¬ 
dity is to be left with the Oars. For when all the 
Spirits are drawn off, and the Salt is turned into Salt¬ 
peter, the Water would noc be fharp enough 'to 
hold up the Gold thac is extrafted, when the Solu¬ 
tion is made, for the Water would dillblvc barely 
the Salt-peter, and leave the Gold remaining behind 
with the Oar. 

If this errour fhould chance to be committed, the 
Salt-peter is to be extrafted out of the Oars with the 
Water, and more new Salt muft be poured on upon 
the fame Oars together with the Aqua Regis thaewas 
drawn off by Diftillation ; thac fo this Aqua Regis 
having been once abftrafted may not afterwards 
tranfmute all the Salt thereto added into Salt-peter. 
For by how muchtheoftner the Aqua Fort is is drawn 
off from the Salt, lb much the lets is the Salt turned 
by it into Salc-pcter, and at length, it will come to 
fucha pafsas to remain juftas it was afore the abftrac- 
cion [of the fo off drawn off Spirit.] For this is the 
nature of Aqua Fonts, viz,, to tranfmute half its 
weight of Salt into Salt-peter at the firft time ; the fe- 
cond time it tranfrmites buc a fourth part ; the third 
time much lefs: and at length will craufmute none 
at all; buc puts on the nature of Spirit of Sale: 
which notvvichftanding is molt lit to extraft Gold 
and Copper withall out of the Oars in infinitum, if 
Sale be thereto added, out of which, ic is wont to 
get it felf a perpetual encreafe (and be) like other 
Spirit of Salt. 

Now then, to prevent this inconvenience, i\\c Aqua 
Fonts may be left off for altogether, and thofc Mi¬ 
nerals and Metallick Earths may be extrafted with 
the Spirit of Salt onely, and Sale addcJ thereunto : 
onely obferving this thing in the Diftillation, viz,: 
that fome of the humidity be left behind with the 
Oars whereby they may be the cafilier taken out of 
the Glaffes. 

Moreover this is to be likewife known, that Gold, 
Silver, and Copper may be cxcrafted out of their 
Oars or Earths even without Aqua Fonts or Spirit of 
Salt, if onely Salt or Salt-pecer be but added. For 
if fome Oil of Vitriol or of sulphur be poured upon 
the Water of Salt-peter, or thac cho Water of Salt be 
acuated therewithal!, ic becomes ftrong enough to ex¬ 
traft Gold, and after theexcraccion and diftillingthe 
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Phlegm off, there follows by diftilling a pleafanr Spi¬ 
rit of Sale, or from Salt peter a good Aqua Forth. 
This labour therefore is more gainfull and lefs trou- 
blcfome, than if Aqua Forth or Spirit of Salt were 
ufed thereunto. 

There are other eafier and more compendious 
ways of extracting Gold, Silver and Copper out of 
their Earths, which, feeing they have not been as 
vet fhown in my Laboratory, I fhall filently pals 
them by at pfilent and that not without realon. 
But yet there is frequent mention made of the like 
[Operations] in my firft Century, in which he who 
has an earneft defire to know more of thofe kind of 
ways, may make enquiry. 

The Treparation of finable and proper TFaters to extract 
Gold, Silver and Copper out of poor Oars. 

T A K E of Salt peter one part, of common Aqua 
Forth two parts ; thefe being joyned together, 
extract Silver and alio Copper. But to extract Gold 
out of its Oars or Minerals, there mud be taken one 
part of common Salt, and four parts of Aqua Forth. 
One pound of Salt, and four of Aqua Forth, make 
four pounds and l of Aqua Regia, the other half 
pound of Salt flays behind with the Metallick Veins 
or Oars in the bottom of the Cucurbit, and contains 
the Gold that was in them, and is to be extracted 
with common Water. 

The way of getting cut the Gold and Silver out of the 
•wajht-out Salts by precipitation , and of reducing them 
to their peculiar bodies without detriment or lofs. 

I F it be Water of Salt peter and hath Silver in it, 
the Water of Salt being poured in, precipitates the 
Silver to the bottom. But if Water of,Salt, and has 
Goldin ir, the Gold is precipitated by pouring on 
a Lixivium which hath in it a little liquour of Flints. 
And now this Water it fclf thus mixt by pouring 
(other precipitating liquors on it) yields (by decoc¬ 
tion) moll excellent Salr-pctcr. And the Aqua For¬ 
th and AquaRegis, which afeended by Diflillation, 
arc fit to make new extractions of Gold, Silver, and 
Copper out of their Earths; and by iterated extrac¬ 
tions (by the Salts and Waters thereto added) cjo 
they get a perpetual encreafe, infomuch that in thefe 
extractions of Gold, Silver, and Copper, there are 
not required at all any other expences fave thofe 
few, bellowed on firing. Therefore in the begin¬ 
ning of this Work there is not required ought elfe but 
one onely pound of Aqua Fortis, becaufe in the pro- 
grefs of the Work it proceeds on to an infinite en- 
crcafc, yea, enough for the extraction of many thou¬ 
sands of pounds. 

(Hence is it that this Work is an unheard of Ope¬ 
ration, and doth almofl: exceed all belief, and from 
which there muft an immcnle gain of neceffity ac- 
crcw, becaufc Gold, Silver, and Copper may by 
this means be extracted out of their poor Metallick 
Earths without cofts. 

There remains yet one thing which is to be heed- 
fully regarded in the precipitation of the Gold and 
Silver. A common Lixivium cannot precipitate all 
the Gold out of the Aqua Regis, and therefore I bad 
you add to the Lixivium tome liquor of Flints, and 
this will aifo appear in my firft Century. 

Therefore it behoves every one, clearly to fee 
whether or no he makes ufe of true and genuine Li¬ 
quor of Flints in his Operation, thaefo he may not 


infteadofit, ute a bare fimple Lixivium onely, and 
fo commit a great errour, as it hath happened to 
fome as I have been told. 

But he that can’t make true and good liquor ©f 
Flints, or elfe has it nor at hand, may fubftitutein 
its freed, common Spirit of Urine prepared in a Cop¬ 
per Hill, which together with the faid liquor preci¬ 
pitates all the Gold out of the Aqua Regis. 

N: R. But this Gold thus precipitated by Spirit of 
Urine, fulminates like Gun powder, unlefs it be 
burnt with commom Brimftone afore the Reduction, 
and that this fulminating faculty be taken away frorh 
it, which inconvenience the liquour of Flints is not 
wont to bring. • 

N. B. If there fhould be much Zink, Iron, or 
. Lapis Calaminaris in the Oars of Gold or Silver, the 
Aqua Forth or Aqua Regh would not all afeend by 
the Diflillation, nor get increafe ; but fome part 
thereof would flay with thofe Metallick Earths, and 
with the Laph Calaminaris, &c. and by adhering 
thereunto be concentrated : but yet there would not 
be any lots by that, for by the pouring on a Lixivi¬ 
um of Wood-afhes, may it be turned into good Salt¬ 
peter, of as much value as may eafily recompenoe 
the charges of the Aq. Fortis, or Aq. Regia. 

Befides, you are likewife to obferve this, that-if 
there fhould be Copper admixt in the Oars of the 
Gold and Silver, the Aq. Fortis would extraCt the 
Copper too, as well as the Silver. 

But now the nearelt way of feparating thefe two 
Metals from each other, is this, Let Spirit of Salt be 
poured to the Aq. Fortis, and it will precipitate all 
the Silver out of the Aq. Fortis, down to the bottom, 
and the Copper will be left in the water; which if 
you put fome Iron into, it will flick to the Iron, and 
by this means be gotten out of the water. 

This water now, after the Metals are withdrawn 
from it, is fit to make new Salt-peter with, and by 
addition of Vitriol to yield a new Aq. Fortis by diftil- 
lation. 

Alkali' Salts do in the Fufing bring the precipita¬ 
ted Silver to its former body, which otherwile is very 
fugacious. 

The Copper is turned into excellent Verdigreafe. 
And fo the Oars of Copper, though never fo poor, 
may be extracted, and that with no fmall benefit': 
Becaufe the Verdigreafe made of the bare Copper is 
twice the price of the molten Copper it felf. 

The manner of making good Salt-peter in plenty , out of ■ 

Kitchin-Salt and Calx-vive. 

T Ake the Stones of Lime, which have been 
thorowly changed or reduced into Powder by 
the'Air, four parts: of Kitchin Salt, or Common Salr, 
one part, [by weight, and not by meafure] whether 
pure or'impure [it matters not:] and of this mixture 
is a thickifh pafte to be 'made bv moiftning it with 
Urine, or, in want of that, with Water ; which is to 
be made up into a Pile with Wood, and fo may it be 
made Stratum fuper f ration , of what bignefs you 
pleafe : and it may be done in a Furnace made for 
that purpofe, or elfe in the open Field abroad in the 
Air. But you muft beware in the building up of this 
Pile, that the mafs of Salt and Calxvive be not too 
thick laid, and too much ; but it would be better to 
make ir up in balls or pellets, that fo they may be 
well fired by the flame, which muft penetrate every¬ 
where through the pervious heap or pile: which can¬ 
not 
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not be, if the unis be Ipreud too broad, and lo ltop 
up the pafiages of rhe Hame. 

The heap being made as big as you are minded to 
have it, the fire mu ft be put under, and in long led, 
till all the wood is burnt, and the balls themlehes 
have been red-hot, a whole hour at leaft : that the 
Acrimony of the Salt may in fo great a heat be 
changed by the C<ttlx-vive. and get it llli" a milder 
nature, and confequently be lb much the ealier traol- 
muted into Salt-peter. 

N. B. The Salt that is on this wife tranfmured, 
is mod fit for dunging Lands, and to be uied inftead 
of the common beafts dung , as 1 have at large 
taught long ago in many places of my Wiitirigs. 

This is the preparation of rurning Salt into Salt¬ 
peter, which Artifice, if any be minded to work a- 
bour, it is necefiary for him to order his Operation 
this following way. 

The manner of r,uik.»g Saltpeter on: of this prepared 

Salt. 

F Irft of all, this introverted Salr mud be expofed 
to the ope.i Air, and beams of the Sun ; bur yet 
fo, as ihat the heap may nor be moiftned bv the 
Rain, and it muft he in its heap the heighth of tome 
three or four Feet ; the which heap is to be wetted 
either with Man's pifs or Beafts ; or if there be not 
enough of this to be had, then withbare waternnely, 
that lb the pellets or balls lying quietly for Ibme 
days, may be dillolved and be mixed with the reft 
of the matter. 

Now when the warm Air hath confirmed all the 
humidity, and dried up the heap, the aforefaid moift- 
ning is to be repeated ; which being again confu 
med, and the heap dried, the labour of repeated 
moiltnings and exficcations is to be fb long continued, 
as long as necelTity requiieth : Lor in long progrels 
of rime is the Saltpeter generated, which muft be 
wafhed our with water, and by decoction be redu¬ 
ced into Stria's or Cryftals. 

This generation ofSalt-peter proceeds indeed (low¬ 
ly on, but yet it brings a great profit. For if once 
the Salt peter be but generated in fucli an heap of 
Salt, and the reliques left after the waffling out of 
tie Peter be again puc to the lame heap, there will 
n;w Salt peter be generated in procefs of time: fo 
that new Salt peter will every year offer it (elf to be 
wafht out of the heap : and this work may be con¬ 
tinued without end. 

But he chat would have fome Salr-peter from this 
inverred Salt in a (hotter tract of time, let him know, 
that the Seed or Ferment of Salr-peter muft be added 
unco the laid heap, that (b this fame Seed may get 
augmentation from the Salt, and encreafe and grow, 
like as an herb is wont to grow in a (at and laline 
Earth. For all things have their Seeds, and doe draw 
their Encreale out of other Salts. The Seed of Salt¬ 
peter is voijti’e, as is its acid Spirit: its Root is fixed 
Niter; which being implanted in all (harp Salts,doth 
beget Sa’t-peter in a moft plentifull manner, and fiich 
as is very good, or even better than that which ari- 
(eth out of rhofe acid Salts and Alcalies. 

We doe nor here fhow this propagation of fix 
Salt-petei by acid Salts, bec.uife it is deferibed in the 
folio wing Labour and Operation. 

Therefore like as an\ Veg'- table may be propaga¬ 
ted and multiplied not ondv by the help ot its Seed, 
but even of its Root too , Even juft lb is it with Salt¬ 
peter, lor it admits of propagation and multiplication 
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by the means both ot its Seed and ’ot i:s Root, as u- 
thcr Herbs doe. 

As concerning rhe Seed of Cr peter, ir is verv ei- 
lily preparable by rhofe who ilea! in metal lick !ep->- 
ratinns and extractions by rhe moift wav For if Gobi 
be (eparated from Silver by An. Forth • or rhat Gold 
and Silver be by jf extracted out of the>i Ous, this 
very operation hath already abinulairlv recompen- 
ced the charges laid out thereon, and fo ir offers it 
lelf without any cofts, and as it of ire Gratis 

And now, if 1 pour this water on, inftead of com¬ 
mon Water, upon the inverted Salt, it docs not one- 
ly become good Salt peter , bur doth alfo vic’d fas 
being rhe Seed of cAie Salt-pe; er ) an hundred fu'd 
encreafe, after the manner of the Seed of all Vegeta¬ 
bles,and doth the lame as they do. And by how much 
the more of this Nitrous Seed is fbvvn in the Farrh, 
lb much the more Salr peter, anti lb much the firmer 
too is generated. For when a Gmlcner doth low 
his .'leed lpjring’y, he muft nccellirilv have but a 
thin harveft : and fit on the contrarv is it to be uu- 
derftood of a plentifull hirveft. And il now there 
fhould be any one rhat Ihoukl upbraid the Gardener 
with the fbwnefs of his 'seed, became it producern 
not Buds, nor Stalks, nor Fiowers, nor Fruits in a 
few days *(pace , would nor he lav that he cannot 
compel! nature , for it relerves to ic led its due time, 
and its natural courie ? 

The very Fame would ( h ive you underhand he e • 
concerning Salt-perer: if haply my Encores, tho’e 
moft ignorant Sheepsheads, would objeft again ft me, 
rhat feeing the Sait-peter doth not prelenrlv, in a few 
days, grow or fpritig forth from its feed fown, there¬ 
fore that feed was not true nor good , or that it is al¬ 
together impoffible rhat Sa’t peter Ihould be 4 genera- 
ted fb plenteoufly out of Common Salt: I anlwcr 
fiich, as rhe Gardener does, ’ L is necefiary to a.lnw 
Nature her own appointed time. 

Buc that it may evidently appear, that this my 
planting of Salt pe^er , and rhat this augmentation 
may be far more evidently demonftrated, than tl ac 
of any Vegetable feed ; the bufinefs inav be tried 
for confirmation fake in a fmall Ex.eriirenr, aloie 
you let about a more laborious and prolix exercile, 
and to prevent your feais of attempting it in 
vain. 

Take the Salt prepared with the C<j/x-ww three 
pound,’anti put each a-part in feverni Earthen Vei- 
(eis. _ Take likcvviie of the Water of Salt-perer aliea- 
dy ufed ( as being the Seed of Salt peter) one ounce, 
two ounces, and four ounces: with the one ounce 
of that Atj. Forth commix as much Common water 
as may ferve to moiften one pound of the aforefaid 
inverted Sale: Then to the two ounces of the lame 
Acj. Forth , adjoyn like wife as much water as may 
ferve to moiften rhe other pound of Salt with : And 
fo doe with the ocher four.ounces, and therewithal! 
moiften the third pound : Set chofe three Pots, con¬ 
taining the three feveral pounds of the laid prepared 
Salr, at the hear of lhe-Sun, bur f , as that the Rain 
may not come, and wafh off all the Salt. All the 
moifture being con fumed by the'Solar heat, moiften 
your matters in your pots with Run water oneiy, lo 
often, as the drying needs the watering it. When 
cwo or thtee months are over, rake out each pound 
feparate’y by walking ic # our of the matters in each 
pot, and you fhall find a vaft diftlren e , and lhal! 
lee that that one pound of Salt which had thole lour 
ounces of Nitrous feed in it will be all tranlinuted 
jinto Salt peter, fine a few teces : But iliac pou ul 
P p p p p w!i:.h 
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which had two ounces of the faid Seed poured upon 
it, will contain a Icflcr portion ot Salt peter; and 
the other which had but one ounce onely will have 
the leaft portion. Moreover, it*you pour thofe Salt* 
waters you wafht out, and which aie not vet tuin* 
ed into Salt-pcter, upon the feces again, and fo dry 
it as afore, and beftow yet other three months on 
thefe exficcations and moiftnings, and then again 
boil the Salt-peter out of the Salt, it will be much 
cncrcafed and b;;; f ered ; and fo you will have To 
much the greater ^ncreafe ot Salt, by how much the 
longer \ r ou (hall have prolccuted rhis Labour. Such 
Experiments doe demonfirate, that by how much the 
more Seed there is fewn in a fat and fait Earth, (o 
much the mors plcntifull encreafc of the Seed is to 

be expected. , » r . 

But thofe deriding mockers and perlccutors of Art 
and Truth may here object and fay, that the .Salt¬ 
peter arifeth from the Salt-peter water onely that 
was put thereunto, and not from the Salt it feltV 
But I anfwer, That chat ufed Ay. Form is indeed the 
Seed of Salt peter, but can never recover the Nature 
of Salt peter without the help of fomc fix body: Like 
as the Seed of an herb cannot become an herb, un- 
lefs it be caff into a moift and (alt Earth, from thence 
doth it get its body, and (o is encteaied. 

Verily I willingly confefs,- that the Spirit of Nitre 
mav bS reduced to the former nature of Salt peter, 
•by afiuming it (el( a body out of all the fix Salts. 
But j et, as far as I have hitherto known, by my 
manifold inquiries and inveftigations a long time, i 
could not find any other Salt ( fave the following) 
by the help of which, thofe Waters ufed about me¬ 
talline Wafliings, may be fooncr and better tranfmu- 
red into Salt peter, like as this, and the following 
Saits doe : And therefore 1 doe commend it as of the. 
beft rank for the making of Salt peter. The man¬ 
ner of preparing good fait Nitre out of the extracted 
Oars is already revealed in the fir ft Century, and 
therefore needs no fiiperfiuous repetition here. 


Another Reparation of Salt for the making of Salt - 
peter. 

flpAke Common Salt one parr, and of a fulphure- 
e_ ous Oar , whch the Germans call Scheme!kies, 
two or three parts, if rliey contain lefs Sulphur: 
But if they have Vitriol in them too, then mud you 
take equal parts of both. Grind the fulphureous' Mi¬ 
neral in a Mill, mix it with tne Salt, and heat it red- 
hot by well torrifying or calcining them for two 
hours"(in Furnaces ferving for fuch a work,) cither 
upon a Grate, or elfe without a Grate, upon Hearths; 
that.fo, during this Candefadlion, the Sulphur may 
have ingrefs into the Salt, and may alter it. This 
Salt being wafht out of the fulphureous Mincra with 
water, and boiled till a skin gathers at top of the 
water’ it (hoots into long Stria’s or Cryftals, like 
Salt-pecter, and tafis like it, but falls into Powder 
in a warrnifii Air. If it be burnt and prepared by 
putting Calx-vive thereto, after the way afore going, 
it is convertible into good Salt-peter, but fooner and 
in a fliortcr time. If the Mineras you ufe hav6 
Copper in them, or any other Metal, yet never- 
thelels mav they be gottcaout thence by fufion, for 
there will "be nothing lofrin*this operation but the 
Sulphur; and this mull have been driven away by 
burning it, however, if you would have any ot the 
Metal out of the Mincra. 


N. B. The Caput mortuum out of which die Spi¬ 
rit of Salt by the addition of the Vitriol is extracted 
yie’ds fuch a like Salt, and very fit to make Salt¬ 
peter withall. There are alfo feveral other wavs 
which yield no finall plenty of fucli Salts, and that 
ip a manner without any cofts, efpecially if the help 
of Stone coals be thereto ufed. Befides too ; this you 
are to be advifed of, that (feeing the Salt is to be 
burnt with the Calx-vive ) one Calx is better than 
another, for fome Lime Rones arc more apt for the 
making of Salt-peter, .but primarily thofe, which 
when’you touch your tongue with, doe yield a fiery 
tafi ; with which fort, the Lime made of Sea-fhelis 
doth not compare as to goodnefs. 

By what means the Root of Salt-pcter is to be implanted 
in acid Salts , fo as to be thereby augmented , like as 
the Root of a Vegetable, being tranfplanted, gets an in- 
creajc from the Jaltnefs of the Earth. 

E Ven as we have demonfirated in the foregoing 
difeourfe, that the acid Spirit of Nitre is the feed 
of Salt peter, and doth encreafc it felt - out of Alkali 
Salts like as an Herb doth out of the Earth: Even fo 
by the fame reafon, fix Salt-peter, which is the root 
of Salt-peter, admits of transplantation, yet not by 
fixed Salts, like as the fharp Spirit does, but by fharp 
Salts, *vvhcrcto it is to be united by implantation : 
For, two Acidities, and two Alkalies, cannot pro¬ 
duce any new Elfence , but two Contraries dee al¬ 
ways produce a third. The acid Salt, which is of 
the meancR acidity, and which doth eafiiieft admit 
of being tranfmuted into Salt peter, is the conjmon 
Kitchin-Salt, which wc taught the way but even now 
of inverting by the Mineras of Sulphur. And if that 
fuch provifion,cannot be had to prepare it by, the 
very Kitchin-falr it (elf being taken both in the moift 
and in the dry way, would perform the dime, as I 
have already fhown in other places of my Writings. 
And as for the making of fix Nitre, you may meet 
with the way of doing that too and agon in my o- 
ther Writings, and efpecially in that pface where I- 
have treated of the dry reparation of wafiling of Me¬ 
tals, vis,, when fulphureous and Antimonial Metals 
are wafiied by Nitre. 

The way of preparing Spirit of Salt, neccffary for the 
Extracting of Gold and Copper out of their Oars ; as 
hktwife of making good Salt-peter of the matter left 
after the dijlillation is fnijhed. 

M IX with two parrs of Vitriol or Allum, one part 
of Kitchin-falt, and throw in this mixture up¬ 
on hot burning Coals, the Spirits of which are to be 
taken in great Leaden Citterns inficad of Receivers. 
This operation (befides the fait Spirit it gives) yields 
alfo fharp Flores. If any fhall provide himfclf with 
double Leaden Citterns, and fhall make the Outer 
one to hold in it the letter Cittern, and fo fill this 
outer one with cold water, he fhall obtain more plen-P 
ty of Spirits by reafon of this better refrigeration. 
But fuch Citterns requires a great deal of Lead ; for 
verily even thofe three alone which I had in my La 
boratory contained a thoufand and forty pounds of 
ttieet Lead. 

There may be other kinds of Receivers applied to 
this ufe, which, to reckon up, would be too tedious 
in this Book. 

The, 
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Tne matter remaining after the Dillillation may 
be ground in a Mill, and one pane thereof mix: with 
two parts of Calx-vive; and 16 balls are to be made 
thereof, and to be put upon wood and burnt, as we 
Shewed afore, that.(6 they may be tranfmuted into 
Salt- peter. 

But befides all thefe, there hath been a far better 
and more compendious incineration, and bettering of 
the Idler and more jmperfeft Metals Ihown and de- 
moiiftrated to my friends, in my Laboratory, which 
requires not 16 many Circumtences and Labours, as 
the foregoing more prolix operation, which is per¬ 
formed "by throwing Common Salt upon the Coals, 
does: For it is to be done in a peculiar Furnace, and 
with purer Salts; and being wrought about a grea¬ 
ter work, yields very conliderable profit : 16 that it 
impregnates Silver and Lead with Gold, with twen¬ 
ty four hours calie labour, and renders them worth 
the labour of reparation. 

In like manner, Copper may by the help of fuch 
Labours be very much amended, and gees no (inall 
portion of Silver, if it be added : 16 that with a little 
lire and a very few expences, every fort of. Copper, 
though it has endured the fire Icarce twenty four 
hour', is wont to be 16 much bettered, as to fhew 
in the Touchftone the marks of two, three, and lome- 
times fix Lots, according as it has been diligently and 
circumfpeftlv handled. Flence comes it to pafs, that 
by vile and cvery-where obvious Subjects any Silver 
and Lead may be maturated by little and little into 
Gold, and 16 may Copper it (elf be ripened without 
any detriment into good Silver, by a few repeated 
Labours. Now thefe operations requiring but Imall 
cofis, and bur a few labours to accomplilh it, may 
be exercifed without intermillion, and bring vafi: pro¬ 
fit. Thefe inventions are luch as never were as yet 
thought on by any, and 16 never at any time law the 
Light. But now they that faw and learned, in my 
Laboratory, the great incineration, did not all of 
them fee this Labour and Artifice, and apprehend its 
ufe, but fuch of them onely that flayed out content, 
even to the end of the whole Demonflration in my 
Laboratory. And as for fuch as too loon forfook 
their Mailer and the School, they are ( and indeed 
very defervedlv ) altogether ignorant of this operati¬ 
on. For Ihould they have been mailers of rhis Ar- 
ci-n-jrn too, they would verily have derrimenred me 
more, which God of his mercy prevented, and here¬ 
by provided, that all [my Arcana sj (hould not fall 
altogether into mine Enemies hands. The Furnace 
which 1 ufed about the laid Incin’eration and Mclio* 
ration of Metals, is as yet in my Laboratory, and 
will haply there remain all this Winter. But as for 
mine own part, I have determined with my felf to 
leave off Chymical Labours, communicating them 
toothers, with whom this more compendious bet¬ 
tering of the Metals wi'l be yet longer to be feen. 
Therefore all the whole Drove of my Enemies, 
though never 16 big, will not at all be able to opprels 
the truth, what mad attempts Ibever they make a- 
gainfi it.. For although one or another of them hath 
theev ifhly dole from me my Secrets, yet prefently 
the Divine goodnels hath largely luppliad me with o- 
thers. I have now laid a fure Foundation in Alchy* 
n.y, and have kindled a Light lor both Friends and 
Enemies, which will ver y hardly be extinguifht as 
long as the World endures. 

But now, that lome little knowledge may be had 
of this more compendious Incineration, and bettering 
of Metals, V :z,. of Iron, Copper, Tin and Lead into 
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Silver, an'd of tune into Gold ; f fav that it is to he 
done in a twofold manner. The firtt is,-when the 
Metals are deftroyed cither with common, or eke 
with prepared and moift Chymical 1 ires, and con¬ 
verted out of their own Metallick being into an 
Earthv nature and Elience, arc imbibed with fpiri- 
tual Salts, and burnt by a clofe Ccmentarion, fo as 
by their mutual efficacy and aftings upon each other, 
to amend thernfelvcs, and afccrwatds bv reduction 
and reparation to yield foith Silver and'Gold with 
profit And this Labour admits of being exerciled in 
as great a quantity and plenty as My one plealeth, 
and is clearly void of tetlious troublclonienefs, and* 
great expences, for ore onely per foil may dilcharge 
this Operation in one onely Chimny, and that with 
no fiiiall quantity of matter too. Nay more, (and 
which is of greater moment) if any one fhall in this 
operation make ule of luch Salts as they call Gradua¬ 
ting Salts, which are eafie to be got, and colt al- 
inolt nothing, he will get far greater profit, clpccially 
if he fiiall pur Copper-plates to be -burnt with the 
Metals reduced by the laid Cementation into afhes, 
which laid Plates, thole Graduating Spirits will pene¬ 
trate wholly and throughout, and in this penetration, 
better them, and bring them unto a more noble de¬ 
gree, fo as to give on the Tefr, Silver impregnated 
with Gold. Nor is it neccllary that thole Copper¬ 
plates be feparated by Lead in the fecret Pot, 16 to 
get the Gold arid Silver made in them, by the laid 
operation,^ though they have already gotten a mean- 
ly-white-Colour. ’Tis better and more profitable to 
pur them yet again in lome new Cementations, and 
urge them more with the violence of the Fire, and 
J th ey wih be enriched with a greater accels of Gold 
and Silver, then afterwards are they to be leparated 
by adding a due [quantity of] Lead, which is [thusj 
done, when the Lead containing the Gold and Sil- 
yer, together with the Copper, are melted together 
into a great Cake, thefe are to be put in the Furnace, 
which the Germ, ms call Stigeroftn , that 16 the Lead 
melting may flow down, aDd in flowing or running 
down may carry away with it all the Silver and 
Gold that was in the Copper. Bv this Artifice is the 
Copper conferved, and is to be a new made into 
Plates, and to be ufed about new Labours, and be 
again enriched with Gold and Silver bv Cementa¬ 
tion. 

• 4 ^ 

N. B. There is not at all any need of anv peculiar 
Lead for this reparation of the Copper, forafmuch 
as that Lead may be ufed thereabouts which is mol¬ 
ten our of the Powders of the Cement, and already 
Contains in it Gold and Silver, which Metals are con¬ 
ferved bv one and the feme work in rhe labour of 
Separation, and are already gotten by the Gradato- 
ry Cements out of the ' Minerals, and the more im¬ 
perfect Metals. 

And this now is my more compendious Incinera¬ 
tion and Cementation of the imperfect Metals, to 
make them becter and more perfect. This Opera¬ 
tion have I fliown to lome Friends in my Laboratory, 
which will moreover be in many places exercifed 
with profit. And now any one may ealily forefec 
and guels, what lhame mine Enemies, (who with 
their Diabolical Clamours and Calumnies, lay mv 
Writings arc unprofitable and all over full of Lyes,) 
multac length be confounded witfiaH,-and howbafe- 
iy they have behaved themfelves; Nor verily is it 
to be doubted but that there will be luch frequent 
e.xercifeand fo familiara practice of Alchymy (which 
is an Art thac produceth infinite benefits) through¬ 
out 
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out all Etircpe, that even abundance of Work men 
[or Tradefmen] will leave their Trades, andmanyj 
Countrey n.en leave their Plows, and fet themfelves 
about Alchymy, and by the Afliftance of my Wri 
tings get themlelves Food and Rayment in an ealier 
and pleafanter way, even out of the contemptib’e 
Sand, and abjedt Stones. Whereupon it will of tie- 
cellity follow, that in all thole places where now 
poverty is rife, plenty ol Gold and Silver will again 
come in light. 1 hole are new fruits which God be- 
ftoweth in this Age. And cveiy one that gets fo far 
as to obtain their ft uits,lei lum hu\ e regard to the poor 
and needy, and not forget his Benefa<.tours from 
whom (iich things proceeded left he pull upon him- 
lelf the wrath and anger of God. 

Moreover, there were fome other Arcana’s ocular¬ 
ly demonftrated in my Laboratory,during the fhew- 
ing of thole meer prolix (ecrets, the reckoning up of 
which here I judge needlefs. Some of them are of 
no ftnall concernment, which by the lame Sinister or 
unlucky mifliap tell into the hands ol mine Enemies, 
and will without all doubt be by them manifefted. 
For that very reafbn will 1 my leif reveal fome, in 
my iccond Century (God permitting) that it may 
not be "concealed from any one, what excel.ent le- 
crcis 1 havedilcloled lot theule of mankind. 

’Monglt other Arcana's, this is none of the mea¬ 
nt^ which, [wt.] teachcth to extra# Copper, 
(by Waters of almoft no coll or charges, out of poor 
Oars of Copper w hich are every where obvious, and 
are not rich enough to defray the chaiges ncceliary 
lor a melting Fiie,) and bring it to ule, and that in 
great quantity, and fo cafily as that without quefh- 
on the poor Countrey-nien that can very hardly fuf- 
tain themlelves, their Wives and Children, will for 
the time to come fet about fucli an Operation, and 
get fuch Mmtr a s or Oars, or even the Scoriat of 
them, to extra# the Copper our of them and fell it, 
and fo provide thcmfelvcs Food and Rayment againft 
a fh trp Winter, whereas otherwile they muff live 
miferablv in want and poverty. The Operation it 
fell is this. 

Copper may eafily and very profitably be extracted 
and made corporeal .without any melt ing or fufion) 
by a certain Mater of very [mail expences. 

T FIere are two fires of Oars or^ Veins of Copper 
met withall, loine are mi.xt with Sulphur, and 
refufc e.vtra#ing with Aqua Fonts ; infomuch that 
you mull lu ll temove the Sulphur from them by ro- 
ftitw as it were and burning them, afore that Salts 
or (harp Waters can dtl'play their virtues upon them. 
Now chatroafting (or calcining,’ then, is to be done 
on Hearths by the flame of Wood, on which, that 
metalline matter broken into Powder, is to be un- 
ceflantly furred with Iron lnftruments, fo long till 
it emits no more fulphurectis flinch : This done, they 

admit ofcxtra#ion with siqua Fonts. 

Other Miner as or Oars which have no Sulphur 
atlmixt u’ith them, need not this calcining, for they 
are to bconcly heated red hot in the Fire and quenchr, 
with Water and fo broken to pieces, and then are 
they nude fit for extra#ion. 

Hut all lhafp Waters which dillblve Copper may 
leu'ed to extra# the Copper out of poor coppery 
Oars, and that with profit, when the Waters are 
of no great c.ofls, but aie to be had fora very little 
charges. Such are an Acetum or \ inegar ol Corn, 
Sica urn of Woods, which any Countryman may get 


eafilv and in great quantity ; ail’d, Water of com¬ 
mon Salt, Water of the Lees of Wine, out of which 
aduft Wine (or Brandy) or Spirit of Wine is prepa¬ 
red, and which ellb aie caff away. Thele two lat¬ 
ter are of the meaneft price, and may therefore 
be eafieft of all gotten. The Operation it fc'f is this. 

The Oars be ng reduced into Powder mull be put 
into l’mall and low (Copper) Pans, ab< ut the tliick- 
nefs of a Span, lor if they fhould lie too thick or com- 
pa#, they would more hardly be furred with a 
wooden Stick : Upon them thus lying in the Pans, 
pour that acid Water the heighth ofa Span oratleatt. 
a hands breadth above the matters ; then put Fire 
under the Pans, let it boil ftrongly, and let.themat- 
ter be unceiiantly ftirred, that Id the Water coming 
to it in every parr, it may extra# all the Copper the 
more eafily. When this Water has boiled one or 
two hours, and fo gotten a moft green colour, and 
that it can tliflblve no more Copper, it mult be pou¬ 
red out, anu more put on, and he on fuel) wile boi¬ 
led fblong till it hath gotten the lame colour. Now 
this pouring on is ro be repeated with new Water lo 
often and Jo long till it imbibes ; or extra#s) no more 
greennefs, which is a lign that all the Copper is ex- 
tra#ed out ol the Oars. 

N. B. 1 f there fhould be but little Copper in the 
Oars, the firft Water will extra# all the Copper, 
and Id there will nor need the pouring on any other 
Water. Nay more, it fdmetimes happens that even 
the firft Water would attra# more Copper if the 
Oars had had more of the fame. Therefore the 
Copper is not to be precipitated out of that Water 
which hath not e.xtra#cd Copper enough, but is to 
be referved and poured upon new Oars, that it may 
be thoroughly impregnated with Copper, and fothc 
precipitation with Iron may not be ufed in vain. 
For by how much the more Copper, the Waters 
‘ fhall be e.xtra#ed (or held up in them) fo much the 
greater is the gain, and fb much the lefi Water is re¬ 
quired to this Work. 

It is a thing eafie to be underftood by him that 
fhall thoroughly fearch into this Optration, and ma¬ 
nage it with due di'igence, fb as to commit no er- 
rour. 

N. B. If you have ftore of thele green Waters, 
put in fome old Iron for one or two nights, and you 
fhall get out the Copper that will adhere unto it like 
filed Copper, and "twill leave the Water white and 
clear, which laid Water can be ufed no more about 
this kind of extra#ion, bur may be poured upon 
Calx-vive niixt with Woodafhes, audio be dried up, 
by the Air or the Sun, under fome Roof to keep off 
Rain, and from this ufed Water, and the Calx or 
Lime is Salt peter generated in fuch a manner as I 
taught afore 

N. B. This Copper which fticks on to the Iron, 
is to be freed from all the Saltifhnels by wafhing it 
with common Water, and is to be afterwards dried, 
and lo may be ufed in the Head of pure Copper, for 
ifmolren it nothing at all differs therefrom, if the 
Operation be but well managed. Nay more, it has 
in it a moft notable Commodity, as being more ten¬ 
der and more pure, and more commodious for ma¬ 
ny Operations than that grofs common Copper is. 
’Tis alfo very tit to be converted into moft excellent 
Virdigreefe, ific be moiftned with fharp Vinegar and 
fet in the hear. 

Moreover I have fliown in my publick laborato¬ 
ry, by what means Spirit of Salt, Aqua Fonts , Aqua 
Regis, and my. Sal Miralnhs may be eafily gotten, 

and 
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and that in great quantity too, bv a Separatory Sul 
phur, which is nothing elfe but Oil of Sulphur or of 
Vitriol, of which 1 have very clearly treated in the 
fecond parr of the Mtraculttm Mtimli. Like wile how 
Gold may in one quarter of an hours fpace be con¬ 
verted by the Sal AlirabiLs (in a Crucible) into its 
firft matter ; or, into a red, tranfparent, fulphure- 
ous, and loluble Stone, which fuPers ir fclf to be dif¬ 
ib] ved by common Water into a moll excellent Me¬ 
dicine. This golden Water being poured to the 
roots of Herbs, makes them to have a goldfen pro¬ 
perty, as concerning this thing you may confult 
my Treadle of the nature of Salts, and the lecond 
part of my Aiiracultttn Aluncli. 

Befides, l have Ihown to fbmc of my Friends, 
how in the extraction of Gold and Silver our of the 
poor Oars a Gradatory and withall fixing Spirit may 
be received, which is able by graduation to perfect 
(or exalt) any Argent-vivc into Gold and Silver, 
according as the extraction has been made either of 
Gold or Silver Oars. 

This lo great a fecret hath as yet efcaped mine 
enemies hands, and lb has that my lecret incineration 
and cementation of Morals, of which they would 
likewile have been Mailers had they waited but yet 
two or three days longer ; for L prelently fhowed 
fuch Operations to thole that flayed, and unto other 
honcfl Spectators. 

To thele may be alio added that notable Arcanum 
of bringing Lead in one quarter of an hours fpace to 
fuch a pals, by means ofa graduating Fulmen, with¬ 
out almoft any colls, as to be lo impregnated with 
Gold as to be worth the lepararing. 

Thele and fuch like Arcana $ with many molt pro¬ 
fitable dilcourfes have been leen and heard in my 
Laboratory, a tedious and ncedlefs Repetition of 
which I willingly omit. 

Finally, to mention (omewhat by way of addition, 
’tis ncceirary that I fay onely thus much, that happi¬ 
ly in fome fhort time, the bufinels will lo come a- 
bout that many Men will not for the time to come 
take on them fuch a deal of care about the laborious, 
collly, and uncertain ordering of Mine-pits, but will 
rather lay hold on and manage (and that with grea¬ 
ter profit) liich as can be had and gotten better on 
the oucllde of the Earth. But efpecialy there will 
not be a few who will let about thele Cementations 
of mine for gains lake, for they have many times 
many lying idle by them, and which yields them no 
profit, which by this alfilling wav they will aug¬ 
ment, and without doubt it will be eftedled too by 
many. 

Verily 1 cannot at all lee (as far as I know) whe¬ 
ther there can be found any honeller and certainer 
way of fuliaining Life in the whole World, than 
this true melioration of Metals,which brings with it lo 
great a benefit. For even Merchandife it lelf though 
it be (o very gainfull, yet doth it flick amidlt Sins, 
as firmly as a Nail does in a Wall. 

The Services of Lords and great Men are labori¬ 
ous and full of fervitude, which many have experi¬ 
enced. And as for War, that fnatcheth away a- 
bundance of Men by an immature death. 

Far better therefore is it to live quietly with one’s 
Family in fome poor Cottage, and to feed on a piece 
of Bread, than to hunt after uncertain Riches by 
moll great dangers. Therefore 1 doubt not but there 
wi'l be many found for time to come, who being 
holpen by my Writings, will more commodioufiy ful- 
tain themfelves together with their Wives and Chil- 
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■ dren, than hath been hitherto done. Nor do I ac 
all doubt, but that many will take it very untoward- 
ly, that i have lb manifcftly and lb perfpicuoufiy re¬ 
vealed all things. For this is often done and daily is 
it, that I am upon that account reprehended by o- 
thers, as the following Letter may witnefs, the like 
of which I could have hereadded more had I lolillcd. 

There is no Body can fatislie all Even Jupiter is 
not the fame (or alike acceptable) to all: One is 
troubled with heat, another is burjhcned with cold. 
What things foever I have writio,i, they are clear 
and evident to fuch as are skilfull in the Art, and 
have underllanding in the bufinels, and therefore 
they had rather i had written more darklv. But the 
unskilful! and ignorant do judge that I haveplaid the 
Sophillerin Writing, becaufe they hit not the mark. 

But all their judgments and Cenfures mought be 
tolerated whatever they be that they pals upon my 
Writings, did they not by realon of their ignorance, 
contemn the good things themfelves, and fay of fuch 
things as arc moll: true, that they are Fallacies and 
Lies: but this needsnotfeein ftrange toany,forafmuch 
as fuch wicked contemnings proceed from thole that 
by realon of ignorance and blockilhnefs do no better 
underlland the bufinefs. But this is plainly diaboli¬ 
cal, to be highly benefited by any one, and to be 
made partaker of fuch great lecrets, and yet after¬ 
wards impudently to deny the lame and fay, that 
they never had any good thing conferred upon them. 
The deceftable malice and impiety of thele Men hath 
enforced nie to manifell in this Appendix, lo many 
excellent fecrets, which [ would at no time have laid 
open, had I not been fo treachcroufly deceived by 
thole perfidious Men. 

This is the Letter written unto me, of which I mads 
fome mention even now. 

ct ' | 'FIOU hall written too clearly, andagaintoo 
X “ manifcllly ; beware lell God flir not up 
“ againft thee another new Farnerian Devil,to punilh 
“ thy ealinels [or forwardnefs] of publilhing fuch 
“ Mylieries. For they are nor to be profaned by 
“ the ungodly, let not the prefent corruption of 
“ Men deceive thee, and that blindnels [of theirs j 
“ which for the moll part ariferh therefrom; for all 
“ wicked Men are not blind, I know many Farners 
“ that are defiled with all kinds of Evil, and yet 
“ are not all of them fo blinded as thy Earner is. 
“ Nay, their Wit is fo penetrative and lo clear-fight- 
“ ed, that Ihould they but read the divine Books 
“ that thou hall publifhed there would not be a le* 
“ cret in all nature, but they would know it ; nay 
“ more, they would in a fhort time perfect that Phi- 
“ lofbphick Work. Which Ihould it lo come to pals, 
“ (the more’s the grief) what a many Slaughters, 
“ what Whoredoms, how many ruinings! And what 
“ evils of all forts would break in upon mankind ; of 
“ the which,thou thy lelf(though innocent) would’ft 
“ be the caufe. I know that the deteftable Calum- 
“ nics of the impious Farner enforced thee to pub- 
“ lifh them, for lie every where reported and to all, 
“ that thou wert ignorant of them. But my moft 
“ dear Sir, what is your knowledge as a thing of no- 
“ thing, unlels another likewile knows that you 
“ know it ? God knows that thou knoweft, for he 
gave thee thy knowledge. Thine owncenfcience 
“ alfoknowsit. What? Cannot thefe two moft plena ri- 
“ ly blels or make a Wife Man happy ? The pleafure 
“ thatdependsontheOpinionofMenis unhappy. In 
Q.qqqc| “ rain 











24-2 


The Fifth Fart of 


Part 1. 


lc vain do we feek after true Felicity without us, if 
“ ( 0 be its folic! principle or foundation ftiould be 
« within us. Whatmatters it, if Men think theeto 
“ be lefs learned than thou art, as long as the very 
“ light it felf of nature fhines unto thee ? I would to 
“ God that I could once accomplifh that, which, by 
“ t hy divine Books it is moft certainly manifeft unto 
,c me, thou haft perfected, and let all Men believe 
“ me to be a moft ftupid Fellow ; I wifh not thus, 
“ as if I did at a}], doubt of the truth of any Work. 
“ For though 1‘utould have perfected the whole 
“ work an hundred times, I could Icarce be more 
“ certain of the truth thereof [than now.] He that 
“ knows the way of concentrating Fire, and of uni- 
“ t ing the terreftrial Sun to this concentrated Fire, 
o and the Arcana sol Fermentations doubts not, nor 
“ fceks after any thing more. I may boldly fay, 
“ that feeing nature doth perform whatever (lie has 
“ a mind unto, bv thefe three, it muft neceflarily 
“ be, that it fhouid do fome moft eminent thing. 
“ But if I could but once have Hnifhed the Work it 
“ (elf amidft thole thoufand of bufinelles that have 
“ hitherto withheld me, and kept me off from the 
“ Operation, I fhouid have been long ago able to 
“ wind my ielfout of the intricacies of this prefent 
“ Age, and wholly devoted my felf unto God, and 
“ to the moft holy Philofophy.’ I befeech thee there 
“ fore my |_dear i Mailer, and entreat thee by God 
t! and by the moft laudable charity thou oweft 
“ thy Neighbours, to write more obicurcly for the 
“ time to come, tiay, and it it may be, to wrap 
“ over the Books thou haft already publifhed with 
“ fome new cloudings, left that celeftial treafure 
“ fall into the hands of the unworthy, and fo be- 
“ come hurtfull to pious Men. Pardon Sir the li- 
“ berty cf my complaint, for there is no other 
“ caufe thereof lave piety to God, and a Zeal to the 
“ moft Learned, moft upright Man, and ore that 
“ too well deferves from ungratefull mankind. And 
“ albeit thou knoweft not me, yet canft thou not be 
“ unknown to the Curious, feeing thou haft Written 
“ fuch wonderfull things. Nor can there be any 
“ one that fhall but once have read over thy Books, 
“ but he will be highly obliged unto thee, if he has 
“ but any light of Juftice for Righteoufnefs] re- 
“ maining in him, &c. 

Many fuch like Letters as thefe, have been oft- 
times lent me from learned and skilfull Men, ten¬ 
ding to this end, to warn me not to publifh fuch ex¬ 
cellent lecrets for the time to come. Yet neverthe- 
le(s, amongft thole that are rendred partaker offuch, 
there are lome who (although the Operation it felf 
has been fome times manually fhowed them very 
perfpicuoufly and clearly,) are notwithftanding fo 
fbttilh and ignorant, as that they cannot imitate the 
atorefhown Operation. But fome there are alfb that 
are come to fuch an heighth of Treachery, as that 
(being either feduced by their own falfe malice, or 
drawn away with the delire of profit,) they deny 
even the trufh, certainty and liability of that very 
thing themfelves have manually experienced, and 
dare to fay it is falle, this verily is an aftonifhing and 
deteftably malicious wickednefs, and juftly and de- 
fervedly gives every one an occafion to fhun fuch 
devilifh Men more than a Dog or Snake. 

1 Glauber may juftly and delervedly be compared 
with a burning Candle, by ferving others, am I con- 
fumed ; have not I by the publifhing fuch very ex¬ 
cellent Writings kindled a clear and new light to the 


whole World, and added and confumed mine own 
peculiar Oil, and that in vain too, as reapingno re- 
compence proceeding from a grarefull mind i 


An Explanation of fome obfeure places 
which are to be ?net withall in the Third 
and Fourth Part of the Profpcrity of 
Germany, and in t1)e Jirfl Century. 

In the Third Part of the Profpcrity of Germany. 

N the Operation 'which teacheth to ext raft Gold and 
Silver with profit , out of all Oars or Metallick 
Earths , in Page 360, A. fignifies Lapis Calami- 
naris. 

Page 361. A. is once met wit hall there, and fignifies 
the fame Lapis Calaminaris. 

In Page 370, the fame Letter A, once put, fignifies the 
fame Lapis Calaminaris. 

In Page 370. b. where we treat of the IVaters ufied about 
IVajhhig or Eclulcoration, and Jhow their ufe, the Let¬ 
ter B fignifies pieces of Cloth , and the Letter C. the 
jhells of Eggs, and all Cockle-fells and Mufclc filedj, 
[$r Shellfijh J of all kinds, in the water and out of 
the water : but the Letter J_X denotes the Feces or Lees 
of Wine . 

In the fame Page, the Letter E. fiiows or fignifies Egg • 
jheds, and the Shells of all Shellfijh. 

The Letter F. fignifies Stones and Lime. 

In Page 371. a. the Letter G. fignifies Oil of VitrioL 

In the Fourth Part of the Profperity of Germany . 

\ 

In Page 397. b. the Letter A. fignifies one part, and B. 
three parts . 

In Page 398. a. by the firfi X. is under food Alkalies, and 
by the other X. is meant a fixt Salt, helping on Liqnc- 
fall ion or Fufion . 

Here follow fome profitable Operations, and which 
appertain to the Extraftion of Metallick Earths; 
they are indeed treated of, or publifhed in the firft 
Century; but becaufeof the omitting of fome words, 
they are hard to be underftood: which, forafinucli 
as they comprife the things that primarily concern 
the Extraction of Gold and Silver, it feemed to me 
a matter worth the while to infert the fame in this 
Appendix, the which (as I hope) will not be unac¬ 
ceptable tothofethat fearch after fuch great Secrets. 

31. By what means volatile Gold is to be compendicufiy 
extrailed by the moifi way, out of coloured Flints, 
red Talk, Granates, Sand, Clay, and fitch-like Oars 
or Minerals, and ?nade corporeal . 

F Irft of all, fuch Minerals are to be heated red- 
hot in the Fire, and be quenched, then ground 
with Mill-ftones, and are to be put in Stone-Pots, or 
JValdenburg- Pots, or Colein-Vots, that in them they 
may be moiftned with pouring Aqua Regia there¬ 
upon. Thefe Pots you muft put Coals about, and 
heat them well. The Minera’s being together with 
the Acjua Regia well heated, there muft be poured 
thereupon fo much Common warm water, as will 
fuffice to wafh off the Aqua Regia Being on this 
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wife moifined, they are to be put into great Pots 
made of good Potters Earth, having a many little 
holes in the bottom, over which is lome Cap paper 
to be fpresd, that nothing of the Oars tall out 
through the holes, but the water onely may diftill 
down. After that all the tirft water is run out, ) ou 
muft pour on more hot water, and thele pourings 
on arc to be Co often repeated, till the water tails 
on more faltifii, for then it has carried off with it the 
Aqua Regia that contained the Gold in ir. 

N. B. The Pots are to be let upon a Bench or Dref 
for that hath holes in it, fo that the [Waters] maypafs 
through the bottoms by the holes, and Veflelsmay be 
let there-under. 

N. B. The Minerals may alio be put in Barrels, 
having a double bottom, fuch as thole Barrels arc in 
which they ufeto walhout theSalt-peter with Com¬ 
mon water out of the Earth And now after the 
fame manner are the pourings on of Common water 
to be Co long continued till there is no more laltilh- 
nels perceived. 

N. B. Albeit that there is no more taft of lalt- 
nefs difcernablc, yet neverthelels lome of the Salt 
doth as yet abide with them, [viz,, with the Oars] 
and which is to be turned into Salt peter, on this 
wife following. 

; l. How good Saltpeter is to be made with profit even 
out of theft Oars. 

M IX thele Minera’s that arc thus deprived of 
their Gold with an equal weight of Calx- 
vive and Wood allies, then heap them up in a heap 
under lome Shed or Pent-houle, and moiften them 
for half a year, or for an whole year by repeated 
pourings on, of either Man’s pils or Beafts, as often 
as ( alter the drying up of the moifture ) need re¬ 
quires In want of Pils you may ufe Common wa¬ 
ter. By this means the Aqua Regia, which was not 
thoroughly walht off with the warm water, and lb 
remained behind in the Oars, will, by the alfiftance 
of Urine, or even of Rain-water, convert the Salt 
in the Calx-vive into good Salt peter, which is to be 
walht off like other Salt peters, and be reduced into 
Stria’s or Cryftals. The remaining matter being 
freed of the Salt peter by vvafhing it off, may be a- 
gain put under the fame Shed or Roof, to keep off 
the Rain, and be expofed to the Air and Solar heat, 
and be moiftned with Urine, and it will in its lealon 
again yield Salt peter, and will even keep doing the 
fame for many following years, if it be dealt with- 
all on the like manner. And lo even the very Aqua 
Forth it (elf, which remained behind in the Oars, 
will bring its benefit. The rcalbn of this manner of 
Salt peter making is this, becaufe the Aqua Forth, or 
Spirit of Nitre, is as it were the feed of Salt-peter,and 
is of this nature, viz,, when it is pur among other Salts, 
(like as when lome Vegetable feed is lown in the 
Earth,) it augments it felf thereby, and is multiplied, 
even as the Seeds of Herbs are wont to doe. And 
haply, hence came that old Proberb, of fowing Salt, 
which the unskilfull and ignorant mock at, laying, 
How can it be poffibly done, that Salt Ihould be 
fown and multiplied , feeing the Rain can diffolve it 
and walh it away? Thele foolilh ones did not know 
either what Salt was to be fown, or’how. Evident 
it is, that even this is the fentence and opinion of 
the ancient Philolbphers, that even Salt may be fown 
and multiplied in the manner of Vegetables. 

N. B. Out of the extracted Oars or Minerals 




being conjoyncd with Calx vive and Wood afhes, 
may Salt-petcr be made, in a few days (face, by 
moiftning the matters with pouiingon, even barely 
Common water, and fo drying it up again : but 
then there will not be fuch a quantity, as when 
more continued and more frequent pourings on of 
Urine have preceded. 

N. B. It is likewifc a thing poQlble to be done, 
to makegood Salt peter even in otlhdayslpacc,\vith 
the Waters ufed about the Edulcoration [or vvafhing 
of the Oars] if they be poured upon Calx-vive lb 
long till all the node [or rifling ceafeth ] which is 
made in the Solution. Anti thus out of the lharp 
water of Salt peter, and the fix Salt in the Calx-vive 
is prefently generated Salt pcier, (hooting into long 
and delicate Cryfials, after that the fupei fiuous moi- 
fiure (hall have been thence drawn off in a Copper- 
pan. The remaining Salt-percr water muft be again 
boiled in a Copper even to the appearance of a thin 
skin, and then be let in the cold to Ihoot more Salt¬ 
peter ; thele Labours are you to go on withall untill 
all the Salt peter be boil’d out. 

I think now that I have written and delivered all 
things pcrfpicuoully and clearly : He that cannot 
comprehend them, muff even let them alone as an 
Als muft the Harp. 

As concerning the fliarp Waters which are ufed a- 
bout the Extracting of Gold out of the Minerals or 
Oars, fo as the Gold may not b,e loft that is in them, 
but be conftrvcd, and that with profit, there are fe- 
veral ways that offer themlelves , amongft which we 
have thought good to produce thefe following. 

The ways of Reducing volatile and fixt Gold unto 
a body, out of the Edulcorating Waters ( fo called) 
with which the Gold aforefaid hath been Extracted 
out of the Oars ; and alfo of ufefully or profitably 
improving the [aid already ufed Waters thetnfielves. 

H E that defireth to enter upon the belt way, may 
pour into the Solution of the Gold, or into the 
Water containing the diffolved Gold, a Solution of 
Silver or Lead, and in fuch a quantity as he fhall 
guels the Gold is of, that is diffolved in the Water. 
As for Example. 

Suppofe there be two or three Lots [Lorones or 
half Ounces] of Gold in the water, there muft then 
likewife be diffolved fo many Lots of Silver or Lead 
in AquaFortis, or thereabouts; which Solution is to 
be (be it more or lefs) put to the laid water, and 
to be well mixt by a ftrong fhaking it to and fro, till 
it becomes like Milk. When it fhall have fettled, it 
muft be lhaken again,and thofe ftrong agitations muft 
be feveral times repeated in an hours (pace. Then 
all being well fettled, the clear water is to be poured 
off, and the grofler matter is to be put in a Filter, 
that fo all the humidity may by diftillation [or filtra¬ 
tion] be removed from the diffolved Lune, or difl'ol- . 
ved Lead, and the Metals themlelves may afterwards 
by reduction be reduced into their priftine body, by 
luch an help as we will prefently teach 

N. B. If the Silver or the Lead fhould not have 
extracted all theGold out of the Water, or drawn it 
to themlelves, which may eafily happen, yet not- 
withftanding there is noc any lofs of the fame. For, 
becaufe the Aqua Regia being debilitated by pouring 
plenty of water thereupon is rendred unfit to ex- 
craCt any Oar anew, there may be poured into that 
edulcorating Water cut of which the Gold is already 
drawn by the Solution of Silver or Lead, a (harp [or 

ftrong] 
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ftrong] Lixivium made ofWood-alhes and Calx-vive, 
and rendred a little fharper by a little Liquor of 
Flints. For the Flints doe precipitate all theGold out 
of the Solutions. And now the Aqua Regia being 
kill’d by the Lixivium, lets fall every Metal that it 
has in it, whether it be onely Gold, or Copper, or 
Iron, in the form of a yellow Powder: This Pow¬ 
der is to be drie<;l, and to be reduced after that man¬ 
ner which I toldufou but now, that I would teach. 

The fame Gold may likewile be gotten out of the 
Aqua Regia ( firft debilitated by Common water) 
very commodioudy by a Solution of Mercury or 
Quickfilver put thereinto ; The Mercury abides in 
the Aqua Regia, and the Gold falls to the bottom 
like a tender fine Powder, which being wafht and 
made corporeal by reduction will be 14 Carracts 
fine. And as for getting the Mercury out of the A- 
qua Regia, it is not to be better done than by pour¬ 
ing thereinto a fharp Lixivium, by which the Mer¬ 
cury is conftraincd to fall down to the bottom like a 
yellow Powder, which is profitable for liich-like pre¬ 
cipitations. The Aqua Regia and the Lixivium ferve 
for to make Salt peter withalb 

The Edulcorating-water out of which all the Me¬ 
tals are already reduced [or precipitated] being boil’d 
in Coppers, till a skin appear at top, and then pour¬ 
ed out into other Coppers or wooden Velfels, yield 
excellent Salt-peter, fit- for the diftillation of Aqua 
Fortis for a new Operation. He that is skill'd in 
managing this work’ will get as much Salt-peter as 
will pay the colls of the Aqua Fortis ; inlomuch, that 
the Gold isextraCled without any cofts. For five or fix 
pound of Aqua Fortis, which holds in it two or three 
pound of diflolved Salt,and is precipitated with a fharp 
Lixivium of Calx-vive yields about fome ten pounds 
of Salt peter: and this will certainly anlwer the price 
of the Water or Aqua Fortis ; and fo you will have 
Gold extraefted out of the Stones without expence 
or charges. 

5_j. Another and belter way of getting out the Gold that 
is Ext railed out of the Oars, out of the Aqua Fortis. 

M Ake, by Calcination, fome Afhes, of one part 
of Tin, and four parts of Lead, and put them 
in an Iron-pot, whereto pour the extracted Gold, or 
the Aqua Fortis containing the Gold, boil it and con¬ 
tinually ftir the Calx with an Iron rod, that fo all 
the fharp Spirits may cleave to the Lead and Tin 
afhes, and the Phlegm onely may exhale. After 
that the laid Calx of the Metals hath concen¬ 
trated all the Spirits, and is become wholly dry, let 
it be taken out, and be call upon Coals in a fecret 
Melting-pot or Crucible, in which operation the fire 
forceth out all the Spirits into the Recipient, which 
are to be again made ufe of for new Extractions. 
The volatile Gold, and which is mixt with Iron, ad¬ 
heres to the Calx of the Metals, and is to be reduced 
in the Furnace which the Germans call Stiehofen ; 
whereby the Lead impregnated with the Gold, and 
exalted by it, is gotten, which by leparation yields 
the Gold and Silver. 

N. B. If that Lead fhould not contain Gold e- 
nough as to be worth the while of leparating it on 
the Cupel for Tell] it is to be again commixt with 
Tin, and be reduced into Afhes , and by this Calx 
are new FxtraClions to be Concentrated, that fo by 
the fb many repeated Labours, the Lead is at length 
made rich enough, and \ ields (by feparation) a good 
portion of Gold and Silver. 


If (in the feparating) the matter be turned bv 
the blafl of Bellows into Litharge, it is not ncedfull 
to melt fuch a deal of Lead on the Tells, which 
would require fo much fire. But however, it is a 
thing feafable for the Gold to be gotten ouc of [or 
by] the Tells without melting, which fhall be taught 
afterwards. 

35. How an Aqua Regia is eafily acquired for the 
ExtraAien of Stones. 

F Orafmuch as Spirit of Salt may be had in great 
quantity, you need onely difTolve feme Salt¬ 
peter therein , and this Solution is to be uled to ex¬ 
tract the Minerals withall. For the Spirit of Salt 
being made llronger by the Salt-peter, doth readily 
and willingly feize upon the tender Gold that is in 
the Stones. And as for the Spirit of Salt, it may 
be uled as it comes over in the firfl diflillation with¬ 
out any rectification. 

36. An eafer way of getting an Aqua Regia ufefull 
for extraction. 

Becaufe that thefe Operations do always bring 
forth Silver impregnated with Gold, and that 
Aqua Fortis is requilirc to make the Separation of 
them; the Solution of Silver may be uled, and lo 
the labour of the aforclaid incineration be omitted. 
Into the Aqua Regia wherewith you have extracted 
the Gold, pour in a Solution of Silver, and it will 
fifh out the greateft part of the Gold out of the Aq. 
Reg. and is, [viz,, the Aq.Regf] to be afterwards 
made uleof to a new extraction, and be again divef 
ted of its extracted Gold by a Solution of Silver. In 
want of a Solution of Silver, the extract is to be con¬ 
centrated with the Afhes of Lead, and you muftpro- 
ceed (by driving off the Spirit out of the Afhes, and 
by reducing the fame Afhes in a Furnace,) after the 
fame manner as we taught you but now in our lore¬ 
going directions. 

N. B. You are here to note, that the Aq. Fort. 
which containeth in it the diflolved Silver, and is 
poured into the Aq. Reg. or nitrous Spirit of Salt, 
doth add an encreale unto thefe fame Waters. For 
the Aq. Fort, doth corroborate the Spirit of Salt far 
better than Salt-peter doth. 

37. How the Silver (wherewith the Gold has been fepa- 
rated out of the Aq. Regia) is to be gotten [or redu¬ 
ced ] out of its Calx. 

After that the Solution of the Silver being poured 
into the Aqua i?fgw,hath extracted the greateft part 
of the Gold ; the Aqua Regia is to be poured olf clear 
from the Silver remaining in the bottom, and is to 
be uled about new Extractions. But if lo be it 
Ihould yet contain Iron in it, it mull be concentra¬ 
ted by Lead-afhes. The white Calx of Silver is to 
be put upon fome Cloth over a glafs or Hone Vef : 
fcl, and lo is to be freed from the remaining Aqua 
Regia, which will drop from it ; and by pouring on 
of warm water, it mull be altogether rid of the Aqua 
Regia, which as yet adheres thereunto. This done, 
your Linnen-cloth being ftrong and three double, 
the Common water i$ to be fqueezed ftrongly there¬ 
out of, and the Calx it felf laid by, to dry ; which 
may afterwards be reduced in the Secret Crucible , 
or be ufed about a Cementation of Lapis Calaminaris 
into Gold and Silver. 

58. How 
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38 How the (aid Calx of Silver is to be reduced 
without any lofs of its weight , and without any De¬ 
triment. 

Forafmucli as this white Calx of Silver is made fo 
very volati’e by the Salts, as thatit cannot be redu¬ 
ced at all in rhe common melring Pots or Crucibles 
wirhout great Detiimcnr, there is no way of preven¬ 
ting that lofs more commodioufly than this which 
follows. 

Mix this filvery Calx with an equal weight of a 
Sal Alkali , and caft it into the fccrct red hot Cru¬ 
cible, wider at bottom and narrower at the top, the 
which you mud cover with its Cover made of the 
Lute of Wifedom. By this means will the Calx melt, 
nor will it lofc any thing by fume, nor will it pene-' 
trine into the melting Pot or Crucible: and (o the 
Silver impregnated with the Gold will be conferved 
without hurt, which being granulated the Gold may 
be feparated by Aq. Fortis : Now this very Solution 
of the Silver by the Aq. Fortis, may be again ufed to 
gather [or fe pa rate] more new extracted Gold, and 
l'o will afterwards produce rhe Silver to be reduced 
the fame wav we inftruCted thee, and lo give thee 
a perpetual Separatory Operation of Gold and Sil¬ 
ver, which may every where be exerciled with a 
great deal of profit. 

39 Another way teaching to reduce fugacious Silver with 
greater profit. 

Put upon the Rudder of thy Silvery Ship, the lit¬ 
tle Fifh called Remora, that fb it may be freed from 
its fpeedy flight, and abide quiet. Melt thy laid Ship 
together with the Remora that fits on the Rudder in 
thefecret four-(quare melting Pot, in which melting 
together, there is not onely recovered all the Silver 
without any Detriment, bur it doth alfb get an in- 
crcale of its weight, out of the white Briftles or Fins 
of the little Fifh, and becomes enriched with Gold 
by its Bloud : fo that this Additament yields (in the 
Reduction) a greater quantity of better Silver than 
other Additamenrs do. But as concerning other 
Commodities or Benefits that this fugacious Silver 
bellows, it fhall (God willing; be taught after¬ 
wards. 

Thus much was I willing at prefent to teach and 
reveal, concerning the extracting of volatile Gold 
out ofStones and the poorer Oars, and of a fuccefi 
live graduating of Silver into Gold. There fhall be 
more taught ellewhere. 


gis, and withall fiftieth out the Gold out of the Aqua 
Regis. 

Neither is it here any impediment if the Oar of 
Silver fhould alio contain Copper in it, which will be 
extracted together with the Aqua Fortis. For the 
silver and Gold fall down to the bottom, and the 
Copper abides in the Aqua Regia, which is again fit 
to extraCt more Gold withall, and may indeed be 
uled as many times as any one fhall pleafe. The 
Copper it felf is extracted out of the Aqua Regis by 
Iron Plates, but they tinge th fyAqua Regis with a 
yellow colour, and therefore n,uke ir altogether un¬ 
fit for any farther labours of this kind. Better is it 
therefore to concentrate it upon the Aflies of Lead, 
that fb that fpiritual Iron in the Aqua Regis , may 
convert fomc of the Lead into Gold by Gradation, 
and the Aqua Reg 2S it felf having been fo often ufed 
may be yet again ufed. 

41 Another far eafier way of plentifully exiraHmgGold 
and Silver out of the poor Minerals or Oars, Sand and 
Clay, and the like Minerals without the Fire of mel- 
ting. 

Fill a Glafs Cucurbit, or one made ofthebeft 
Earth, and excellently well luted a little more than 
half full, with the Minera, Sand, or Stones con¬ 
taining in them, fugitive and fix Gold, and hereup¬ 
on -pour as much of the following A'lenfirttunj as is 
fufficient to moiften them ; then prefently put on an 
Alembick (for alfoon as ever the dilfolving Water is 
poured on the Oars or Minera’s, it prefently works 
and fumes) and draw off therefrom (in Sand) all 
the humidity by Diflillation : that fb in the diftilling 
the Gold it felf may be diflolved, and the Aqua Re- 
gis it felf may by Diflillation be recovered ; which is 
again profitable for a new Operation, as we fhall tell 
you by and by. All the moifturc being drawn offj 
let the Cucurbit cool in the Sand, and then take ir 
out,and put in fome Water,that the Minera’sand Salt 
may be fofened. Now extract very carefully and dili¬ 
gently, all theSaltoutof the Oar, in which laid Salt is 
the Gold that is extracted out of the Oars or Minera’s, 
and boil it up into a red Salt, to which mult be ad¬ 
ded fbme Litharge, and fb muff be molten in fuch 
Pots as will not break. The Litharge will imbibe all 
the Gold, which how it is to be feparated from the 
Lead, we will prefently teach in the following dif- 
courfe. 

4 1 The preparation of the IFatcr neceffary to this ex- 
t rail ion. 


40 A gainfull extraction out of the poor Oars or Mine¬ 
rss of Silva■ and Coppa-, by the tnoifi way. 

Thefe Minerals or Oars are to be dealt with after 
the fame way as we fhowed above about the Mine¬ 
ral of Gold, viz,, they are to be heated red hot, 
quenched, and ground with Mill-ftones, and be 
moiftned with Aqua Fortis, and to be extracted af¬ 
ter the like manner as the Oars or Minera’s of Gold 
are, all the difference being onely in the Waters; 
for Aqua Regis is to be ufed to extract the Gold 
with, and Aqua Fortis for the extraction of the Sil¬ 
ver. If therefore there be the Minera’s of Gold and 
Silver at hand, the Gold is to be extracted by Aqua 
Regis, and the Silver by Aqua Fortis ; and both the 
Solutions are to be mi.xt together, in which mixion 
the Silver precipitates to the bottom in the Aqua Re- 


For the extraction of Gold, Salt is to be diflolved 
in Aqua Fortis, and for the extraction ofSilver, you 
nuift dilfolve Salt-peter in Aqua Fortis. With thefe 
Waters, of which you may furnifli your felf with 
plenty without any great labour, moiften the Oars 
and then diftill them off again from the laid Oars, 
and they will be always fit for fuch like Operations, 
infomuch that you need never to make new Waters. 
Nay more, in all the feveral Operations and Extrac¬ 
tions of the Oars, they will be more and more aug¬ 
mented, fo that if thou ufeft but at firft no more 
than two pounds of the fame Waters, they may iuf- 
fice thee for infinite extractions. 

N. R. By this means, all the Gold, how little fo- 
ever, may be extracted by thee out of all Flints, 
Sand, and other Minerals without any expences* 
the Fire onely excepted. 
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This alio is expedient Tor me here to ftiow, that 
fometifnes there are to be found fugacious Minera’s 
of Gold, and coloured Hints which are fufficiently 
rich with Gold, and are painted as 'twere with deli¬ 
cate colours, ‘viz,, green, skv-co!out, and red : but 
in the heating them red hot, thofe colours vanifh, 
and leave the Flints white. Such as thefe admit not 
of heating red hot, like as others do, which retain 
their colours in a red hot Fire. Therefore fitch mu ft 
be reduced into Powder without any previous hea¬ 
ting red hot, and you mud extract them [as they 
are] that lo the \.* utile Gold may be attracted by 
th a Aqua Rer/s, which faid Gold being abftraded 
[again] by the Allies of Lead commits it felf to [or 
imbibes it felf in] the laid Alhes, which are to be re¬ 
duced by the help of the fecret Crucible ; in which 
Reduction, the Gold becomes corporeal and admits 
of being feparated from the Lead with profit. 

H. B. Such Stones may likewife be mixed with 
the (harp coagulated Spirits, and thefe [Spirits] may 
be forced over by a Retort: For fo,the fugitive Spirits 
of the Salts carry over with them the Volatile Gold, 
and make a very excellent Gradatory-water, tranf- 
mneing fugitive Mercury into Gold, with greater pro¬ 
fit, than if this very volatile Gold had been made 
Corporeal with Lead. . 

This fecret is none of the leaft of thofe which teach 
the Extraction of Gold out of colour’d Flints or 
Stones. 

Such a volatile Gold may ailo pals into other Me¬ 
tals by gentle Cementations, and to become fix, and 
will bring no fmall profit, nay rather^ a greater be 
nefit than if it were gotten out by fulion. In fuch 
Cementations, the volatile Gold hath time of getting 
a body with the other Metals, and of acquiring a 
fixity, and is as it were a golden Seed, which aug¬ 
ments it felf into Gold, in, or out of the Metallick 
Earth. 


4 v 


Another Water to Extratt Gold and Silver wit hall. 


For Gold, let Salt; for Silver, let Salt-pcter be 
difiolved in the Water [or Aqua Forth ] and let be 
thereto added as much Oil of Vitriol as half the Salt 
is you put. This Water extradeth Gold and Silver 
out of the poor Minera's Sand and Stones, and re 
quireth the fame operation as the precedent ones doe 
It is likewife augmented even to infinity, infomuch. 
that Gold and Silver may be extracted out of the 
poor Mines without Cofts, if you except but the fire. 

JV. b. Oil of Sulphur does the fame that Oil of 
Vitriol doth, and therefore may it ferve inftead there¬ 
of in fuch Extractions of Gold and Silver. 

Another far eafter way of plentifully Extracting 
Gold and Silver out of the poor Miner as or Oars , 
with very little or in a manner no Cofts at all. 

Mix the Oars or Mifiera’s with their due Waters, 
and therewithal! fill fmall Pots or Crucibles made of 
the beft Earth, which put near one another in a great 
Iron pot. Put an Alembick upon the Pot, and draw 
c(F the Spirits by diftillation, which [Spirits] will re¬ 
quite all thy disburfements, and will fo give thee 
Cold Gratis , which you are to wafh out of the Oars 
with Water, and get it [or corporifie] by Saturn. 

45. Another yet eafter way. 

Moiften the Oars with their due Waters, caftthem 


in by little and little upon the live Coals, and that 

in fuch a manner as we taught thee about diftilling 
Spirit of Salt. By this Diftillation the Spirits pafs 
into the receiving Veflels, and the Gold and Silver 
are difiolved and ftay behind with the Sal Mirabtlts, 
and is to be wafht out of the Oars with Water, and 
to be molten with Saturn. Thus is gotten the Gold 
and Silver that was in the Minera's or Oars, with¬ 
out any expenccs, and the Spirits quit all the Cofts 

46. How Gold and Silver may plentifully be extracted 
out cf Fat Clay. 

Although that the Extraction of Gold and Silver 
by moift waters is a fordid operation, as was afore- 
faid at the beginning, yet is it not done without pro¬ 
fit ; becaufe the Gold and Silver may be gotten out 
of the Waters by precipitation, and of the tiled Wa¬ 
ters may Salt-pecer be made. But now the cafe is 
far otherwife with fat Clay, for that, it being fat, the 
Spirits hide themfelves therein, that the one half 
thereof can hardly be recovered mnlefs fuch an Earth 
be freed of its fatnels by heating it red-hot: and this 
requires'fome labour to effeCt it. 

But feeing that in all places of the World, where- 
faever any Earth is, there is fiich a kind of Earth, 
and that in no fmall quantity, that contains Gold 
and Silver : and there hath not as yet been any bo¬ 
dy that hath endeavour’d to reduce it to any profit, 
and bring it into ufe, but efpecially when it contains 
not in it fo much Gold and Silver as ro defray the 
charges of feparating it by Lead. But I have found 
out a very eafie way of doing it with profit,"' and l 
think it my duty to difclofe that Artifice for the 
publick good ; and it is thus : 

Mix fuch an Earth as contains therein Gold and 
Silver with the Water of Vitriol, which I have afore 
deferibed, and make it up into balls fomewhat bigger 
than ones fift, which throw orderly and by little and 
little into my firft Furnace, or into my fecond diftil- 
latory Furnace, and draw off the Spirit by Diffillatr- 
on. The difiolved Gold and Silver remaining in the 
Sal-Mirabilis is to be extracted out of thofe balls bro¬ 
ken fmall, wirh warm water, and to be reduced by 
Lead, after the afore delcribed manner. 


47. By what Artifice Gold may be plentifully and eafily 
extracted out of Granules, Agates, Saphires, Rubies, 
Sand, or other hard Minerals which fuffer not them¬ 
felves to be tamed neither with Lead , nor with jharp 
Waters. 

It is certain that all Granates, what Colour foever 
they are of, or what place foever you meet with them 
in, whether you have them out of Rivers, or wafh 
them out of Sand or fat Clay, or that you find them 
in the high Mountains and Rocks ; they always con¬ 
tain in them much Gold : but by reafon of their 
Glafty nature, they cannot by any means be extract¬ 
ed with Aqua Forth or ftrong Waters, nor can they 
by reafon of the hardnefs of their bodies fulion be 
molten with Lead. Hence it is, that as hitherto they 
have never been fo handled as to have their Gold ex- 
traded out of them with profit, and therefore are 
they negleded as unprofitable, unworthy, abjed, 
and contemptible Minerals, whereas notwithftanding 
it is a thing feafible for a man to enjoy their Gold 
and Silver with a little labour, and as it were with¬ 
out any trouble. But now what courfe mull we 
take to doe this, feeing they elude the fharpeft 
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powers or efficacy of ail ftrong or fharp Waters, 
whereby their heart may be penetrated, and Gold 
may be extracted out of their bowels i I anfwer 
They are to be overcome bv Concentrated Spirits, 
and which are reduced to the form of Salt, as alfo 
bv a fufilc Salt of Lead, and be fo diverted of the 
Gold they contain in them, and without this will 
the victory over them hardly be obtained. For Spi¬ 
rits being reduced to the form of Salt, doe abide the 
fire nioft patiently, and perform a double labour 
one by their Acrimony, the other by a ftrong fire, 
infomuch that nothing can eleape their power, and 
therefore all things are tamed and lubdued by them, 
and doe afterwards readily obey the virtues or power 
of Saturnine Salt, and yield forth their Gold by fu- 
fion. 

47. A Demon fixation, above the reach of any Confuta¬ 
tion, jhewing that more Gold and Silver may be got¬ 
ten out of the Oars or A liner a s of Gold and Silver , by 
the hitherto prefcrib*d ways, by Jharp JVaters or Salts, 
and in a manner without Ccfls, than is wont to be done 
by many E.xpence s, and by the fire of Melting. 


I believe it is not unknown to any one that is but 
a lirtle acquainted with the knowledge of the Minc- 
ra’s of Gold , that the Gold cannot be gotten out of 
them without the addition of Lead, or the help of 
fome matter rendring the fufion more eafie. And 
now when fuch Oars contain bur little Gold , and 
contrariwile much Lead, or matters requifite to pro¬ 
mote fufion are of neceffiry to be thereto ufed, how 
can it be, that that little portion of Gold or Silver 
fhould recompence or defray fuch great expences ? 
Therefore fuch poorer Oars have hitherto lain as 
caft aways, as being uncapable of bearing the Ex 
pences of feparation, and lo are not put to any ule, 
nor are at all profitable. 

But admit that the Oars do contain as much Gold 
and Silver, as that the Cofts of melting may be re¬ 
paid by them; yet fuch a fufion, compared with this 
invention of mine of Extrading Gold and Silver with 
Waters and Salts, is as if you fhould compare Water 
with Wine, or the night with the moll brightfome 
day, which have no companion. 

For, firff of all, the common melting of Metals is 
accompanied with far greater Expences, than that 
Extradion of mine with Salts, which verily needs 
but a very little charge. Then farther, it can ne¬ 
ver be, that all the Gold fhould be fo perfedly Ex- 
traded out of the Oars, but that forne of the feme 
will abide in the Scoria’s ; befides, the volatile Gold 
and Silver, which muft necellarily be blown off by 
the vehement blaft of the bellows, and the acutenefs 
of the fire, and lo be loft. 

Now amongft all the convcniencies that arile from 
the Extrading of Gold and Silver out of the poor 
Mines, that is none of the meaneft, viz,, that not 
onely all the fix Gold and Silver are conferved by 
the Salts, but alfo the Volatile too, and this latter is 
made fix and conftant in the fire, together with that 
former fixt part, whereas by the Fufing fire it is all of 
it loft. 

N. B. For the Waters of the Salts doe make the 
volatile Spirits of Gold and Silver, and which other- 
wile would vanifh away fix and conftant ; for by a 
ftrong blaft and force of fire are they rendred yet 
more fugacious. Hence conies it to pals, that [there 
is but the] one half part of that Gold extraded by 
the fire of the ufual way of melting, that the Waters 


of Sa.ts get out of the Oars. Upon this account mv 
Invention doth nor onely yield this commodioufnefs 
as to get both the fix and volatile Gold and Silver to¬ 
gether, without any detriment out of the Oars but 
allb gets not a lirtle in (paring Coals, (nor to menti¬ 
on this, that one man docs more in the Extradion 
ot Gold and Silver by Salts, than rhiec men ate wont 
to doe in the common way of Faiion. 

By what hath now been Laid, it is evidently appa¬ 
rent, what a deal of benefit and profit this invention 
will bring in all places of Germany , w For this Extrac¬ 
tion may be ufed commodioufiy and profitably not 
onely in all Minera s or Oars both'rich and’poor 
ones,^ but alfo may be ufed in Extrading the Gold 
and Silver out of all colour'd 1 lints, wherewith all 
Rivers, Brooks and Fields do abound. 

Bur fome or other may haply fey here, by what 
means can it pofiibly be, that Gold and Silver fhould 
be extraded out of the Stones that lie too and agon 
every where in the Streets l 1 anfwer fuch, that in¬ 
deed it is very rare to find fix Gold and Silver in fuch 
Stones, but yet they have in them a fpiritual, un¬ 
ripe and volatile Gold, which is not onely made fix 
and conftant in the extradi n made by Salts, but 
it doth likewile turn fome of the Lead it fell' that is 
added in the fuling and leparating it into its own na¬ 
ture by Graduation- Hence 'tis evident, that in all 
places of the Terreftrial Globe wherefoever Stones 
are, good Gold and Silver may be gotten with pro¬ 
fit, by a little labour and finall cofts. Praile and 
glory be eternally given to the moft bountiful] - Lord 
God for luch Inventions. Amen. 


Thefc are the Secrets which I publickly demon- 
ftrated and divulged [or communicated] in my La¬ 
boratory, for the benefit of my Countrey. And I 
do now again affirm and witnels that if even the very- 
bare Letter be obferved, no body can err. And if 
fo be that any one fhould change this or that order 
and fo think to better the Operations, and fhoukl 
err, let him not lay the fault upon me who have 
Written the naked truth, but let him blame him- 
felf. 

I had feveral other things ofno fmall moment, to 
have fpoken to here at prefent, the which I fhall 
God willing very fuddenly dilpatch in my fecond 
Century, for the prefent time does not permit it. 

And in the laid Century will I declare with a yet 
clearer and eafier manifeftation, thofe Secrets here 
dileloled, the which could not at prefent be done 
becaule of my too much haft. 

And now I wilh to all the pious Students after 
this fo great an Art, a large and plenteous blcITing 
from the merciful! Lord God, as to this fo very ex¬ 
cellent a Work, that the poverty and want ofabun- 
dance of miferable People may be fupplied in many 
places. Which if it be (as I hope it will) it will ex¬ 
alt the honour and glory of the moft high, and will 
encreale the Prolpcrity of the Countrey, and with- 
all will check and keep under the moft bale attempts 
of mine Enemies. But elpecially if the counlel that 
I have propofed in my firft Century, (viz,, that 
every one may have liberty to exercife luch Opera¬ 
tions,) takes place This being granted, it cannot 
be, but that Gold and Silver and Copper will every 
where be gotten out of the Earth, with the help of 
thefe my Writings, to the great profit and benefit cf 
all the whole Countrey. 


And 
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And fol conclude this fo muchhaftned Appendix, 
wrefled from me occafionally by pcrverfe Men. 
Thofe things that I have not in fuch orfuch a place 
clearly anil evidently enough exprefiod tor want of 


time, I will cxprefs God willing in my fecond Cen¬ 
tury with a clearer Explanation, and thither do 1 re¬ 
fer the well-minded Reader. 


The End of the Appendix. 


-nc- 


THE 


SIXTH and Laft PART 


OF THE 

Profperity of GERMANY. 

In which the Arcana s already revealed in the Fifth Part are 

not onely illuftrated with a clearer Elucidation 5 but alfo fuch are mani- 
fefted as are molt highly necelfary to be known for the Defence of the 
Country againlt the Turks : Together with an evident Demonltration, 
adjovned [ (hewing] That both a particular and univerial Tranfmutation of 
the imperfccT Metals into more perfect ones by Salt and Eire is molt true 5 
and withall, by what means any one that is endued with but a mean know¬ 
ledge in managing the Fire, may experimentally try the truth hereof in 
four and twenty hours fpace. 


To the Friendly READER, Health. 

Taught in the Firfl Part how the over-abounding quantity of Wine and Corn is to be Concentra¬ 
ted , that it may abide uncorrupt for a very many years , and when neceffity requires it may be 
an help to many in need. 

In the Second, Third , Fourth and Fifth Parts I taught the Ext rati ion of both fix and unfix 
Metals , to great profit , and almofl without any Cojls , out oj the bodies of vile, poor Minerals and 
Metallick Earths, which will not quit the Cofls of a Fufing-fire, and this to be done by no coftly Wa¬ 
ters ■ and withall, how to bring them into ufe , which no body afor e-now ever did. And did not I dif- 
burfe a great deal of Monies in building a convenient Laboratory , in which I produced fuch mofl profi¬ 
table things to the view of every one, and demonjlrated them to be true ? And what have I reaped 
for thefc Jo great benefits I have done , but a mo(l ungrate full cafling off their remembrance ? Have 
not all the things I have taught been accufecl of falfity and deceit both to the high and low , by thofe 
who have fo audacioudy dared to deny the Melioration of Metals by Fire and Salt ? Thefe ha ve alfo 
afferted, that the making of Salt-peter of Common Salt is altogether impofftble • and they have affirm¬ 
ed it to be a thing quite contrary unto nature, that Metals fhoul/t be gotten out of the poorer fort of 
Metallick Earths by the help of a Water made of Salt-peter • but yet that even this is mo/l certainly 
true , the Appendix of my Fifth Part , and my Second Century , doe demonftrate by indubitable Experi¬ 
ments. And 
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And albeit that the three faid Arcana's are evidently enough delivered and described ’ fo as even 
to be palpably felt by the hands of tho/e that know how to manage the Fire, yet notwithjlanding they 
have brought but very little benefit as jet , becauje that although they are tnoft true , yet are they 
contemned and dij regarded by un ski If nil Alen , out of meer Envy and mofi perverfe hatred , and doe 
even yet Jink in contempt. 

However , not regarding thefe [bafe dealings ] and that 1 may mete them all things in full meafure, 
1 have a mind yet farther to detetl fome fecrets, by which there may redound to the Country very no¬ 
table fruits : And that not onely by converting the many Metallick Earths that contain in them"Gold 
and Silver , and which have not hitherto been profitable to any unto a gainful! and a beneficial ufe ; 
but alfo by defending the Country againft the mofi dangerous invafion of the Turks, who are the Capi¬ 
tal Enemies of the whole Chriftian World, and that by fo flrong and efficacious a defray, as never any 
mortal man did yet contrive the like of. 

As to what belongs to Mineral Treafares, I have exhibited a fufficiently clear and manijefl defer ip?, 
tion of them in the fecond, third, fourth and fifth Fart of the Frofiperity of Germany, and alfo in 
the Appendix to the fifth Part, and in the fecond Century. But yet there is nothing fo perfect and 
abfolute but that in procefs of time there may be added and adjoyned thereto fome new thing, and 
fomewhat of perfeflion: Witnefsmy Infirument which I mentioned in the fecond Century, by the help 
of which, Gold, Silver and Copper are eafily and plentifully ext railed out of their Metallick Earths, 
and that on fuch wife, its that there are requifite no other Cofis but the bare Charges of the firs. And 
farther , this way would bring no fmafl profit even from thofe Metallick Earths which are ranked a- 
tnongfi the poorejl fort of Oars ; if it were well known, and exercifed in many places , there would flow 
thencefrom mofi mighty profit throughout all German)', and the faid Inftrument would by its afiijiance 
wonderfully promote the fame. 

For although I have heretofore publifht fever al ways of preparingfharp Waters, and of ex trailing 
the Metals with them out of the poor Minerals-, ( and yet even thefe ways bring no defipic able gain) 
yet they perform not that which is wont to be accomplijhed by the help of the faid Inflrument. For this 
Inftrument ferves not onely to extrall thofe fharp Waters in a greater quantity, but is alfo far fitter 
and more convenient for the ExtraHion even of the Metals themfelves out of their Earths, and for 
the feparation of the D iff thing Menftruum from the Metals, than thofe Glafs Feffels are, which have 
been commonly ufed about this Operation. 

Therefore it much concerns him that employs himfelf about thefe kind of Operations , well and tho¬ 
roughly to know its Vfe. I made indeed fome mention of the fame in my Second Century , but yet 
not fo clearly as for any one thoroughly to underfiand its Z>fe by what I there fipake. Therefore / 
have thought it expedient to give here fomewhat a clearer and more perfpicuous defeription of the 
fame, that fo I may not feem to. be at all wanting in my diligence unto any one, but may be faid to 
have done all things with a due candour and opennefis. 


7 he Defeription of the Inflrument, fervingfor the plen¬ 
tifully preparing of Spirits, and for the eafie extralli- 
cn of Metals out of their Oars , without much 
Coft. 

T His Inftrument is to be made of good Earth, that 
can fuftain both the Fire and the Spirits •, Me¬ 
tals are unprofitable to make it with, becaufe they 
doe not long refill: the Corrofion of the Spirits: But 
now, that the laid Inftrument may the longer abide 
in the Fire, its outfide fuperficies muft be fenced with 
Iron bonds. This Earthen Vellel therefore muft be 
made of fuch an Earth as abides the violence of the 
Fire, and refifteth the Corrofivity of the Spirits, lb 
as that it breaks nor nor chaps with too much heat, 
nor be corroded and eaten thorough by the Corro¬ 
ding Spirits. Such Earths there are enough of too 
and agen in Germany. Moreover, this faid Inftru¬ 
ment may be made greater or Idler, according as 
you are minded to prepare a greater or Idler quan¬ 
tity of Spirits ; But however, it muft not be made 
too big, for then (if it exceeds a due magnitude) it 
will not abide the fire fo well. Therefore is it necef- 
fary to have leveral of thefe Inftruments made, if a 
1 man be minded to make at one and the fame time a 
great quantity of Spirits. But if any be minded to 
1 fet about this Operation fo as to have huge quantities 


of Spirits, it will be his belt way to have his Inftru¬ 
ment made of Iron plates, fuch as the Armourers ufe, 
and to ftrengchen them with Iron rods,and fo fence ir 
both ;in the infide and on the o ut b*Je every-where 
with Lute or’ftrong Clay. For by this mean s 
the Inftrument being made of a fufficient bignels for 
the work you would put it to,will in its inward fuper¬ 
ficies hold the Corroding Spirits, and in its outward 
fuperficies undergo the violence of the fire withouc 
detriment, and be far more commodious than lo ma¬ 
ny little Inftruments that are made onely of Earth. 

Of the Form and Figure of this Inftrument. 

T H E matters out of which the fharp Spirits are to 
be drawn, are not to be put nakedly in [as I 
may fay) into the Inftrumenr it felf, but are to be 
put in feme flrong Earthen-pots and fo put in, that 
after the Spirits are diftilled off they may be again 
taken forth, and ocher Pots fill'd with new matter 
may be pur in, in their room; and this to be fo often 
done as need requires 

And feeing the Salts thac are to be diftilled are 
not put naked into the Inftrumenr, but are put in, in 
Earthen-pots ; the Inftrument muft necelfarily be fo 
prepared, as thac thofe Pots may be put in as often, 
as need is , and be again taken forth, when the 
S f f f f Diftill 9 .fi- 
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Diftillation is done, and new ones be put in, in their 

The Inftrument therefore muft be of a like big- 
nets both above and below, and ’tis no matter to 
have it much exceed the heighth of your Pots you 

put in. . , 

One fide of it muft have a Door to put in the Pots 

at and to take them out again, ihe which Door 
muft be made to {hut handfomly after your putting 
in and taking forth. 

To the other fide muft be fitted a Pipe fomewhat 
lame, bv which rhe Spirits may have a paffage forth 
into the Receive. And the Inftrument muft be on 
f uc h wife placed in the Furnace, as that the Door 
and Pipe may lie without the faid Furnace. To 
the Pipe muft be added another Leaden Pipe, twi¬ 
ning round like a Serpent, and therefore is by the 
Chymifts called a Serpent [or a Worm:] the which 
muft be fet in a Veil'd full of Water, that fo the Spi¬ 
rits palfing out may be cooled and be caught in the 
Recipient. 

Of the ufe of the Infirutnent. 

W HEN you will diftill your Spirits, you muft 
put thereinto fo many Pots filled with your 
prepared Salts as your Inftrument can hold, then 
dole the Door well, and put Fire in the Furnace. 
This done, the Spirits will afeend out of the Pots 
thus heated in the Inftrument, and finding no other 
out let but by the Pipe and Worm, they will enter 
into them, and being there cooled will rundown in¬ 
to the Receiver. You {hall know if all the Spirits 
are forced out of the Salts or not, when they ceafe 
to flow out through the Worm into the Recipient. 
Which when you {hall perceive,you muft open your 
Door and take out the Pots in order, and then put 
in new, thatfo the Diftillation may be continued on 
without any delaying. But now, thofe Pots that 
are to be put a new into the Inftrument, muft be fet 
nigh the Furnace a while, that they may grow hot: 
for elfe being put in cold, they would not brook 
the fudden hear, but chap and break. When 
all the Spirits are diftilled off, then you may put in 
other new Pots in the room of them you took out, 
and the Operation is to be lb long and fo often re¬ 
peated as need {hall require, or as any one has a 
mind to do. The Salts that remain behind in the 
Pots you take out, are to be moiftned and macera¬ 
ted with fome Phlegm or weak Spirit, and they do 
again, fometimes emit Spirits by Diftillation, but 
yet not in fuch quantity as at firft they did. 

This is that way of preparing {harp Waters ufe- 
full for the extractions of Copper and Gold. But as 
for Aqua Fonts requifite for the extracting of Silver, 
it cannot be prepared by this fame Inftrument, be- 
caufe it will corrode the Worm or Leaden Pipe, if it 
fhould pafs through it, which the Spirit of Salt and 
Aqua Regis do not do. 

N. B. When therefore you would make an Aq. 
Ford, you muft make you another twining Pipe or 
Worm of fome other Metal which will not be prey¬ 
ed on by the Aqna Fort is, or elle fet fome other Stone 
Veffcls to the Nofe of the Pipe that goes out of the 
Furnace. 

It is alfo a thing poffible to be done, to make fuch 
ftrong Acetiim of Corn and Honey by the addition 
of lome Salts, as that it (hall not onely extract Gold 
and Silver, but alio Copper and Lead out of metal- 
lick Veins or Earths. 


Thus much may at prclent fuffice to be fpoken 
concerning the preparation of {harp Waters necdfull 
for the extraction of Metals out of the Oars. The 
preparation [or Operation it felf follows. 

IIow Metals are to be extra bled out of their Earths or 
Oars, by the help of this Infirutnent. 

T H PI preparing or fitting of the Minera’s or me- 
tallick Earths for extraction, hath been deferi- 
bed in the Appendix of the fifth part, and therefore 
needs not be repeated here. 

But as we there fhowed, that the roalted [or cal¬ 
cined] and powdered Oars were to be put’into Glals 
or Stone Cucurbits, that fo they might be moiftned 
with the {harp Waters, and be macerated [fetting 
the Cucurbits] in warm Sand; fo the very lame 
thing is to be done here, this onely excepted, that 
[wss.] the earthen Pots lupply the place of Glals 
and Stone Cucurbits, and the Inftrument it fell in 
which the extraction is made, performs the office of 
Sand : After the extraction, the Water impregnated 
with the extracted Metals is poured off, and the re¬ 
maining matter it felfis wafht by pouring common 
Water thereupon, after fuch a manner as hath been 
prclcribcd in the Appendix of the fifth part. 

_ 

By What means the Metals cxtracled by the dtfiolvmg 
IVater out of the Oars are to be feparated from that 
Jame Jbarp Water without any Detriment, nay rather 
with an augmentation of the fatd Water. 

W E have taught in the Appendix of the fifth 
part, that if a Man be not minded to preci¬ 
pitate the Metals out of the Solution by the contra¬ 
ries, viz,, by Alkalizate Liquors, then there is no 
commodioufer and nearer way than that which fepa- 
rates the diffolving Water from the extracted Metal, 
by Diftillation in Glafs or earthen Veffels. 

If now any one is minded to encreafe his difiolving 
Water in this feparation he may be Mafter of his 
defire by adding thereto common Salt, and drawing 
off the Water from it, which faid Water will by this 
means be encreafed and rendred ftronger. And 
now there will come no inconvenience to the Metals 
themfelves that arc held up in that Water, in that 
fome Saltremains with them, (no,) for in the redu¬ 
cing them, the faid Salt gets them an eafier and rea¬ 
dier Fufion and Flux. 

But yet it is not neccffary to leave the Salt with 
the Metals, feeing it is better to feparate it from the 
Metals with common Water, and lb ule it again to 
the feme labours rather than let it be loft in the mel¬ 
ting. 

The Reduclion of the Aletals from which the diffolving 
Water is feparated. *.' 

A Lbeit that that Reduction hath been already de¬ 
ferred in my fecond Century, yet I thought 
it worth while here again to repeat the feme in a 
few words. 

It is to be done two manner of ways, and that 
partly in Crucibles, and partly in the melting Fur¬ 
nace which the Germans call Stichofen. The pure 
Metals, as the Gold and Silver are wont to be molten 
and reduced in Crucibles : the Copper may be re¬ 
duced in the faid Furnace, and needs nothing to be 
added about its Reduction. Bur for the reducing 
of Gold and Silver, fix Salts, the Glals of Lead, Bo¬ 
rax 1 























Part I. 


43 1 


the Vrofperity 0 /Germany. 


rax and other additions of that kind, (of which we 
I have made mention in the fecond Century) may be 
made ufe of. And as touching the addition of thofe 
matters which are wont to be ufed to promote the 
eafier Fufion, this is primarily to be regarded, whe¬ 
ther or no the Metals are pure and alone [by them- 
felves] or elfe have other Metals mixt with them, 
that (lb acordingly) convenient additions may be 
applied. For if the Gold fhould alfo have Copper 
or Iron in ir, then there cannot be any better thing 
added than Antimony, which reduccth the Gold by 
one and the fame labour [or Operation] and alfo 
feparates the Copper and Iron therefrom, which 
thing, other fuch like matters that are ufed to make 
the Fufion the eafier, do not perform. Therefore it 
is necellary that he who would fet himfelf about fuch 
Operations, do well underftand the Artifice of a 
metallick Fufion, and fo adminifter or order his la¬ 
bours by adding or taking from, according as the 
fubject requires and as is beft. It is impoflible to 
prelctibe fuch things to any one in fuch a manner as 
to make him prelently underftand, learn, and imi¬ 
tate the fame. 

1 

Some other Manual Operations which are needfull to be 
known m the tife of this Infirument and which may 
be exercifed. 

F Irft of all, it would be no frnall or mean Compen¬ 
dium, [or good Contrivance] ifthis lame Infiru 
ment were compofed of two or three parts, taking 
for the lowermoft part a broad Iron Pot, and fo to 
fet on the upper part with its Door and Pipe thereto 
annexed. And becaufe the bottoms of the Iron Pots 
do a little bow rounding, and that yet notwithftan- 
ding the Pots you put therein may not Hand leaning 
or awry, the bottom is to be made level with calci 
ned Allum , that fo the Pots put in upon that 
may ftand upright. From hence likewife arifeth this 
Commodity too, that if your Pots fhould chance to 
break, and the difiolvent run out, it would not be 
fo loft but would lodge it felfin the burnt Allum, 
and may eafily be recovered in the preparation of the 
Iharp Waters and be applied to ufe. 

Secondly, the Inftrument may likewife be fo pre¬ 
pared, as that the Pots may be put thereinto by 
taking off the upper part, and then the Pots being 
put in, the upper part muft be adjoyned again to 
the nether part, and [fo] be again covered with its 
Cover; for being thus, there needs not the Door in 
the fide to put the Pots in by. 

N. B. There muft be fome Notch or Channel like 
wife fitted to the top of that upper part, which be¬ 
ing filled with Sand may receive in it the Cover, and 
fo prevent the out-let of the Spirits that way, by 
means of its tight fhutting ; as we have taught in 
the fecond part of the Furnaces. The Inftrument 
prepared on this wife, will haply be more commodi¬ 
ous to many Men, than if it had a Hole or Door in 
the fide. Bur every Man may choofe cither this or 
the other wav, which he pleafeth. 

Thus have I now taught, and opened the ufe of 
my more fecret way of eafily preparing the fharp 
Spirits of Salts in great quantity, and the manner of 
dealing about the Extraction of Metals out of the 
poorer metallick Earths: Away (I fey) moft eafie 
to do fuch great things, and which was never asyer 
known unto the World. 

But yet I doubt not but that the Metals will for 
the time to come be plentifully and very profitably 


extracted (and fo applied to common ufe) by the 
help of this Artifice and Inftrument, out of the poor¬ 
er Minera's which contain in them Gold, Silver, and 
Copper, and which will nor quit the cofts of the 
Fire; and forafinuch as by the help of this Inftru¬ 
ment, the fharp Spirits of Salts may be gotten eafily 
and in large quantity, not oncly for the Extraction 
of the Minerals, but alfo for the concentrating of 
moift Fires, and feeing that wonderful! things may 
be done by the help of thofe Fires; I do therefore 
commend it to the Studious '■*' Art, as a thing of 
better efreem than ordinary, and have fufficicnt rea- 
fon of fo doing. For to omit the faying, that thofe 
cold Fires do give an excellent Magnet for Water or 
Ice, they do alfo abound with fuch virtue as by 
which they can ripen and better the Metals; the 
which we will make a larger defeription of, in what 
follows. 

Befides too, there may haply be effected far grea¬ 
ter matters with thofe cold Fires, as to the defence 
of the Ccuntrey againft the Turk , that Capital and 
Bloud-thirfty Tyrant and Enemy of the Chriftians, 
in fome cafes than with Gunpowder: if fuch moift 
Fires be caft into places a prerv diftance oft by fuita- 
blelnftruments, or be forced out of thofe lefter and 
greater Guns and War-like Canes, they will bring 
far greater Detriment to the Enemies than Gun-pow¬ 
der is want to do. 

By this means, one weak Woman will in feme ca¬ 
fes be able to repel many armed Men; but this is a 
thing which fuch Men as are unskilfull in natural 
affairs, will deny till it be made manifeft, and ufed 
againft the Turk. Therefore I have a mind to fet 
afide all other bufinelTes, and to make thofe kinds of 
admirable Fires to the utmoft of my power in great 
quantity, forafinuch as I well and alluredly know 
how great Detriment may be brought upon the 
Turks by the help thereof. 

Fires they are which any one may carry about 
with him like Waters ; they will not burn or over¬ 
throw Horfe and Man fooner than any have a mind 
they fhall. Nay yee more, if any has a mind to 
fortifie their Virtues, he may by adding other 
Fire-breathing matters, make them far more vehe¬ 
ment and efficacious, and do far greater matters with 
them as being much more hurtfull than with thofe 
fimple Fires. 

And now feeing I have fo very much commended, 
the concentrated Fires of Salts, to 

r. Diligent and provident Mafters of Families, 
thereby to take away the fuperfluous watrinefs from 
their fmaller Wines, Ales, and other Drinks, and 
fo to concentrate them, and carry them (in cafe of 
neceffity) into the ftrong and fenced Cities; 

2. To the poor Chymifts, that they might by 
them correft and better the Metals and fo help their 
own poverty and want: 

And to the'Chriftian Chieftains of War, and 
faithfull Rulers of the Countrey, that they may 
ftoutly refill the Turks, that are the fworn Enemies 
of the Chriftians. 

I judge it altogether ncceflary to treat of them 
fomewhat more clearly. 

By what means and way this threefold ufe of cold Salts 

may be moji prof table to the Countrey. 

F Irft of ail, the concentrated Spirits of Salt may 
bring moft great advantage, by concentrating 
the poorer fort of Wines, the which they make bet- 
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ter, as is fhown in the feconcl Century: when the 
fuperfiuous Water is removed from them, infomuch 
thar thev do not onelv keep their goodnefs conftant 
and durable, but may likewife be far more commo- 
dioufly and ealily tranfported out of one place into 
another, fo that ncceflity requiring, they may be 
more eafily tranfported out of fuch places as are 
more remote from Cities and fenced places into the 
Wronger holds and fenced Cities, and fo beconierved. 

It is as yet frefli in every ones Memory how mi 
ferably the" cafe flood with Men in the foregoing 
War, which lafted thTtv years. If any Farmer had 
his Cellars full of Wines, and the Soldiers break in 
to the Countrey, did horribly abufe the gifts of God, 
that which they could not confume by their detef- 
table Gluttony, they wickedly fpilled upon the 
ground ; the Soldiers I fay, and fuch Men as profeft 
themfelves Chriftians, and durft boaft of the Chrifti- 
an Religion. From hence may it eafily be conjec¬ 
tured what it would be/ifluch a multitude of Turks 
fhould over-run our Countrey, which imminent evil, 
God of his mercy turn away from us. 

In the days of Noah, the Men then lived in all 
fecuritv, and not at all regarded the Preachings and 
Admonititions of thar godly Man, by which he ex¬ 
horted them unto Repentance for no years toge¬ 
ther, they did Fat, they Drank, Married and gave 
in Marriage, till the Floud fweptthem all away,and 
there was no more room for Repentance left, as fa- 
cred Writ tefiifies. 

We reade of Sodom and Gomorra , that the Inhabi¬ 
tants of thole Cities being even drown'd in Lcachery, 
did fo defpife the reproots and warnings of the godly 
Alan Lot , untill a Fire was fent upon them from the 
wrath of God and confumcd them. 

Who is there that in this Seafon feareth God, and 
lives pioufly? He that is the flrongefl opprefleth the 
weaker, nor docs at all think on this, that there is 
one far more powerful! than he himfelf is, who comes 
when he pleafeth, and punifhcih fuch powerfull 
Opprcllours. But thefe things, and fuch warnings 
of this nature are plainly mocktat. 

Did not God fufficiently enough warn us the lafl 
year 1660, and fhewed unto us his wrath, by thole 
dreadfull Tempefls and Storms, and Earthquakes, 
wherewith almoft all Europe trembled. Doth he not 
alfo this very prefenryear (1662) fhew us his felf- 
fame difpleafure ? What portends that Comet thar 
was feen in the Heaven, any one may eafily guefs 
what it means. Verily it threatens nothingelfe but 
evil, efpecially bccaule it extended its Tail contrary 
to the ufual wont of other Comets, towards the up¬ 
per part of the Heaven, juft as if it fhould fay, I will 
fhow unto the Men, that ’tis not this or that Coun¬ 
trey, this or that Enemy that fhall chaftife you, but 
-risthe King himfelf of all Kings, who is in Heaven, 
that hath purpofed to punifh you for your Wicked- 
nefs ; whole Rod ye may [yet] divert from you 
that is ftretcht our to punifh you, if you apply your 
felves to him by ferious Prayers, true Repentance, 
and unfeigned’ amendment of your Lives, now 
whilcft you have time allotted ye to repent in, if 
fuch admonitions as tliefe can bur find entertainment 
with you. And what I pray will this warm Winter 
bring upon us, the which being deftitute of all cold 
fee and Snow hath permitted the Trees to flour in 
the very month of February, and the Medows to be 
clad in blowers, and ripe Cherries to be feen \ With 
out doubt, nothing elfe but all kinds of poylbnous 
Difeafes and which will fpcedily kill Men, and with 


which mankind will be afflicted ; and il lb be that 
an intenfe cold fhould yet follow, which mayealilv 
be, there would doubtiefly follow a great Dearth of 
Grain and Provifion by fpoiling the Wine and Corn, 
whole buddings are already come fo far forth, as 
that the cold may eafily deflroy them. And now 
are we not fufficiently enough admoniflied by thefe 
fore-runners and figns of the wrath of God coming 
on us, and hanging over our Heads? 

Befides all this, Ictus confidcr that great Conjunc¬ 
tion of all the Planets in Sagttary, fuch as hath never 
been fince that time in which all the Planets were 
in Conjunction in Aqua-ruts. And this Conjunction 
[in Actuary] preceded the deluge, which deflroyed 
all mankind by the breakings in of the Waters, Noalr, 
and his onely excepted. But as concerning what 
that great Conjunction in Sagttary the next year 
166; will fhow us, and bring upon us God knows. 
Sagttary is a martial lign, and deadly, and portends 
nothing but Diflentions, Seditions, and uproars of 
War ; and therefore prophefieth unto us nothing but 
bloudy Wars, infomuch thar it is much to be feared 
that this ungratefull World will be confumcd, and 
blotted out as ’twere by Fire, and the Sword, and 
the anger of God: which evil, God of his mercy 
turn away from us. Certainly thefe Conjunctions 
are not wont to fore-fignifie or bring along with them 
any good. But 1 heartily wifli I may prove a Liar 
in this cafe, though I fear me, that there is more 
evil coming upon us than will be welcome unto us. 

For when God fheweth us any thing with his 
Finger, it fhould be of more concernment unto us 
than all humane Writings, for they may err. But 
God never does any thing in vain and without caufe. 
Never did there at any time a Comet fhew it lelf in 
the Air but many Calamities fucceeded it. That old 
Proverb may very likely prove true, which the An¬ 
cients have pronounced, viz,, that it will come to 
pafs in the year 1660, that Alchymy will begin to 
flourifh, but will bring along with it fuch changes 
for [fbme] years following, and fuch dreadfull 
changes too, that the third part of Men will perifh 
with Famine and Peftilence, the third part will pe¬ 
rifh with Fire and Sword, and there will be but a 
third part onely left. 

But yet I would not that you fhould take or look 
upon this my prognoftication on fuch wife as if all 
thefe things fhould infallibly come to pafs as I have 
predicted. No, I was willing onely to open to you 
mv Meditations upon the years to come. For all 
things are feared in Gods power alone, in whofe 
hands onely and alone we know our firm helps and 
afliftance to be ready for us, and therefore do not in 
the leaft confide in our own ftrength and power, 
which arc more vain than are all fading things. 

But forafmuch as there are natural means granted 
us, of driving away our Enemies, we may well ufe 
them as far as in us lies, for that it belongs unto every 
Chriftian Man, to do his utmoft to repell with all his 
power the common Capital Enemy ofall Chriftendom, 

And now therefore that I my felf may not be 
found to be the leaft in defending my Countrey, 1 
have determined to exhibit in this Book the help and 
afliftance that I can afford, and this is not Money 
and Wealth which I have nor, but by offering fuch 
artificial inventions, and difclofing them, whereby 
the Enemies may be valiantly refilled. Tor in all 
things we fee, that many times far greater things 
may be done with Wifedom and Prudence, than 
with Strength and Fortitude, and this is clearly evi¬ 
dent 
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eviJent in the mod efficacious Operations of Gun 
powder, which produce far greater effefts than 
Mens hands, though never fo ftrong,could ever bring 
forth. 

’Tis well known, that the ufe of Gun powder was 
mt always known, but was firft found out by a 
certain Monk in Germany , in the year of our Lord 
158.', who by chance lighted on the finding of its 
dreadfull firengrh. Neither is there any one igno¬ 
rant, what great Viftories they that well knew its 
ufe, obtained over .their Enemies afore it was made 
manifeft. Bur when it became publickly known, 
then it ferved both Parties, fb that neither part had 
more advantage by it than the other, and then the 
deciding the Controverfie confided (next the blef- 
fing of God) in the multitude of the Men, of which 
their power was compofed, and not in Art. And 
like as it feemed a meerly incredible thing at firft 
when it was heard of, that a Powder of luch mighty 
force could be made of fuch vile Subjects, viz,. Brim 
ftone, and Salt peter, and Charcoals: Even fo will it 
at firft exceed all belief, when it (hall be heard lay 
that Waters may be prepared our of fuch Subjects, 
which faid Waters can doe fuch wonderfull, and lo 
many great things. 

It is alfo reported [or Chronicled] that the laid 
Monk did not learch after Gun-powder purpofely, 
but being addicted to Chymiftry, and occupied a- 
bout Operations upon Salt-peter and Sulphur, endea¬ 
voured to diftill a Water from them. Now thefe be¬ 
ing mixt, and by chance taking fire, he perceived 
them to break every thing, and rend it into pieces : 
And hence came that man to know the unheard-of 
Virtues of Salt peter and Sulphur, which being fo 
thoroughly contrary to each other, made fuch great 
concufiions or (bakings. The fame thing hapned even 
unto my fclf, for purpofing to make lharp Waters 
out of Sulphur, Salt-peter, and other Salts fit for my 
purpofe ; I perceived in fuch Operations, that far 
grearer things mought be brought to pafs by fuch 
firey Waters than could be done by Gun powder. 
Neverthelefs, I buried thefe Secrets in great filence, 
nor manifefted I them to any man, though I knew 
them above thefe twenty years ; fearing this, that 
Ihou’.d they be known, they might be as Inftruments 
in the hands of the Chriftians to torment one ano¬ 
ther with. 

But now feeing God hath vouchfafed to beftow a 
peace upon the whole Chriftian World, and that the 
Turks doe begin more and more to perfecute and vex 
the Chriftians by their Tyrannical Perfecutions, and 
endeavour even thoroughly to root them out, as they 
have already made a beginning in Hungary of their 
dcteftable attempts, I advifed with my friends whe¬ 
ther or no it would not be expedient to detedt and 
lay open thofe Secrets to the Chriftians, that fo they 
may be uled againft the Turks , and I was advifed by 
thefe my Iriends to proceed on in the revealing of 
them. Upon this account (all other bufinefies laid a- 
lide ) I wholly betook my lelf to this very one thing, 
to get great ftore of thole kind of firey Waters in rea- 
dineft, which may be made ufe of as mod fubftantial 
bucklers or defence both offenlively and defenfively 
againft the Turks. Now 1 have done this the more 
willingly and readily, bccaufe they kill no man, but 
doe onely lb far debilitate them, that they may be 
overcome, and eallly taken and made Captives. For 
were this invention of mine fuch as would kill men, I 
would never have at any time produced it in pub- 
lick, and thus divulged it. And therefore I am even 


yet of this mind, that that Monk Barthold did not 
well in divulging the preparation and ule of Gun¬ 
powder, by which fuch a multitude of Men are de- 
ftroyed and (lain. 

But by thislnvention of mine, no man is (lain, and 
yet the viftory wrefted out of the Enemies hands. 
And the Enemies being taken alive and made Cap¬ 
tives, may be conftrained to work, and in my opini¬ 
on may bring more benefit than if they were (lain. 

I doubt not but that the thin; ; I here propound 
may ficem impoflible even to th£ wifeft [_fort of ’ men 
of this World ; nor indeed is it to be wondred at if 
it be lo; for they are unheard-of Secrets, and tinfeen, 
and fo exceed all belief. I dare not here truft my 
Pen too much, though I could difclofe them in a,few 
words, and fo, as to bring every one to acknowledge 
the truth hereof, and to feel it as it were with his 
hands. But I mult deal warily, left fuch lharp, and 
yet not killing, weapons fall into the Enemies hands. 

But yet that I may in fome fort fatisfie the defirous 
Reader, I doe fignifie unto him in brief, that all the 
whole Art lyes coucht in this knack, that vaft quan¬ 
tities of thole artificial Waters may be gotten with¬ 
out great Expences; and being prepared, may be af¬ 
terwards applied to ufe by lome certain fecrer Inftru¬ 
ments both otFenfively and defenfively. For thole 
watry Fires, or firey Waters which I fpeak of, are 
of fuch a burning nature, that neither Men nor Ilor- 
fes whom they touch are able to refill [or endure] 
them '; And yet they doe not kill, unlels one be 
minded to flay others, and then they muft have a 
more peculiar preparation. But as they are by them- 
felves, they kill none, but doeextreamly difturb both 
Horle and Man, that it makes them even impati¬ 
ent of the pains, and fo forceth them upon one ano¬ 
ther, whereby their order being broken, they ruine 
themlelves. This done, the viftory is as it were gi¬ 
ven into the adverfe parries hands, whereby they 
can without any labour vanquilh and take their Ene¬ 
mies Captives I dare not to lay any more herea¬ 
bouts, this onely I add by way of overplus, that 
even Women (where Men are wanting) may not 
onely (by this invention of mine) drive off the 
Enemies from any fenced place, but they may force 
them out again out of the place, or o’erwhelm the 
Company of them that are entred with Stones. 
Though thisfeems an incredible thing, yet is it moll 
true, and will without doubt, after it (hall come to 
light, in a Ihort time ferve as a molt notable defence 
for the Countrey. 

And as touching the eafie, and not at all coftly pre¬ 
paration of the moift Fires and their due ule, toge¬ 
ther with the Inftruments hereto requifite ; all this 
lhall be ftiown and detected to thole oneiy who both 
can and will ule them againft the Turks. But to others 
not, and this we were willing to fignifie by way of 
admonition or advice. 

This little, but yet exceeding weighty Secret, and 
which may be uled againft our Countries Enemies 
with moft notable benefit, I have revealed enough 
of at this time. Mean while I hope, that even this 
very year the Enemies of the Chriftian World will 
be notably endamaged by it, which God of his grace 
and mercy grant, that it may be a folace and help to 
the Chriftian World lo dreadfully perfecuted by the 
Turk , even for the honour and glory of his holy 
Name. Amen. 


Ttftt 


Now 
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Now follows the third life , and that confifs in the melio¬ 
ration of the Metals , by which alfo great be?)efit may 
redound to the Countrey. 

A S for fuch things as concern the true and indu¬ 
bitable melioration of Metals by Salt and Fire, 

I have already fufficiently enough demon ft rated in 
the fifth part of the Prol'perity of Germany, and in 
the Appendix thereyyo. 

But feeing my true demonftration there made, 
feemed not fufficiently clear and evident to not a few, 
and that therefore they have mod lyingly dared to 
aver, that there isno filch thing as a true tranfmuta- 
tion of Metals, and that fuch like Affirmations as 
thefe are meer fables,meer falfities, and meer dreams: 
Therefore I could not choofe but (to flop the mouths 
of fiich wicked Men, and ffiame them,) to lay open 
and publiffi an evident and palpable truth. 

And this is no great task for me to do, for I was 
many years ago certain of the truth hereof, and 
therefore can eafily fet it afore the Eyes of others, 
and that not onely particularly [or a particular tranf- 
rontation] but alfo univerfally, infomuch that even 
the blind may fee and palpably feel, that the tranf- 
mutation of Metals is not an old Wives Fable, but is 
a certain and firm Science, and what is rifen even 
from the foundation of nature her.felf. If now I fhall 
prove it to be thus, I have then I hope fccured my 
affairs, and have not onely defended the Writings 
my folf have font abroad, but withall the moft true 
affertions of other honeft Men, and fo fhall have 
evidently demonftrated thofe things which to the 
greateft part of Men foems a thing impoflible to be 
done. i 

Albeit that there are many who have left us the 
truth in their Writings, yet are they fo involved in 
obfeurity, that fuch as know not the Fundamentals 
of the Art, can never learn ought of certainty from 
them. Whence it comes to pafs, that fo many Men 
have vainly attempted the Art, and therefore the 
Art it folf hath been mightily defpifed. 

The Tranfmutation of Metals is not a thing of fo 
fmall a moment (as that eminent Philofopher San- 
duvogius witnelleth) in his Preface prefixed to his Wri¬ 
tings ; where he alfo tells us, that he that obtains 
the knowledge of the feme, fo as to tranlinure any 
imperfedt Metal into a more perfect one, though it 
be done without benefit, hath met with an open 
Gate, and entrance leading to greater matters, and 
this is alfo exceedingly agreeable with the truth. For 
if any one fhall take fomc imperfedl Metal, and by 
handling or dealing with it with fuch or fiich mat¬ 
ters, fhall find that it is advanced to a golden or fil- 
very nature, may more deeply look into the bufmefs 
with fuller and more accurate Meditations, and [at 
lengthj wholly foarch it out,wss. whence that better¬ 
ing proceeds, and by what means or in what man¬ 
ner his labours are to be contrived. 

And now when fuch an one doth make fix and 
conftant, fuch or fuch a Metal by the benefit of the 
Fire, and ufeth no other matter about the Operati¬ 
on but Salt, and doth really find a true melioration 
of the Metal, certainly he cannot aferibe it to any 
other thing but the Fire and Salt: and now whereas 
he affuredly knows, that the melioration of Metals 
can be perfected by the help of no other thing but of 
Fire and Salt, he will not need to foarch for any o- 
ther, but will rather wholly apply himfolfthereunto, 
whereby he may moft commodioufly deal with the 


Metals by the means of Fire and Salt, and better 
them with profit. And if now he be once Mafter of 
his defire, he will gain fufficiently thereby. But if 
nor, he cannot blame the Art but himfolf, who in¬ 
deed foes the poflibiliry of the Art but hath not (yet) 
entred in by it, or through it to the great Treafures 
it difolofoth, fo as to take to himfolf a due or compe¬ 
tent part. But forafmuch as fuch happy Men ate 
very fcldom found, who lind the Key that opens the 
Doors to fuch Myiteries, I judged it a thing worth 
while iff did here detect this very Key, and fhow 
bv what means the Gate (by which the clofcft of 
Arts is made fall) is wont to be opened. And if now 
it fhall pleafe the Studious Artift to enter thereinto, 
he may with all my heart, and fo enjoy thofe Trea- 
furcs. I will not pafs the bounds l have intended to 
obferve: it is fufficient for me to have ffiown the 
right and kingly way, wherein every one may go that 
lilteth, that fo he may arrive to his wifht lor end. 

But as for the Key that unlocks the Clofet of Art 
in true Alchvmy, I do confidently affirm, that Salts 
are fuch Keys, and efpecially Salt-peter, and alfo 
common Salt and Vitriol, each of which is of it felf 
efficacious enough to open the Door which fhuts 
the Parlour or Clofet of Arts in Alchvmy. But one 
Salt'joyned with another as is expedient and incon¬ 
venient wife as Art requires, does effect more and 
fhow greater power than if it abode alone, and this 
my Writings do too and agen largely fhew. But 
thofe Salts arc in an efpecial manner more excellent 
as to power and virtues than others are, thofe I fay 
which being firft made volatile or fpiritual are after¬ 
wards made corporeal, like as the following example 
doth evidently demonftrate. 

An evident demov.fr at ton of the pofibility of tranfmuting . 
the vilen Metals by Salt and Fire into more noble 
ones. , '' 

T AKE of Vitriol two parts, and ofgood Salt-pe- 
tcr one parr, mix them well, and being mixt 
diftill an Ayna Forth therefrom, with this Water, difi 
folve Silver or Lead, and pour into the Solution 
fome Spirit of Salt, or elfe feme common Salt onely 
diffolved in Water, that fo the dillblvcd Metals may 
be turned into white Powder, and precipitate to the 
bottom of the Veil'd. This done, wafii off the Aqua 
Fortis from the Calx of Silver or Lead, with Rain¬ 
water, and you fhall find it to be one quarter part 
encreafod, and this augmentation cannot be walht 
oft' with any Water. Now thefe i’aline Spirits do 
make the Lime and Saturn fovery volatile, fufile,and 
flying, that they melt in a fmall heat and penetrate 
all hard Bodies Upon this account 1 called thofe 
fugacious and fufile Metals, by the name of a Mer¬ 
cury, which laid Mercury of Lime, or of Saturn hath 
affumed to it folf onel v fo much of the Salts as it need¬ 
ed, to amend it folf in the Fire, when they mutual¬ 
ly a<ft upon each other, and the Sait maturates the 
Metal. 

But what courfo fhall we now take with thefo 
Metals, feeing they are fo very volatile, that they 
cannot refill the indifferently ftrong force of Fire,and 
therefore go away in fume l And forafmuch as they 
abide not the Fire and do not die, by what means 
can they be amended ? 

There is no better way to be taken with them 
here, than (for prevention of their volatility) to add 
to them fome metallick body, into which, the fu¬ 
gacious exceeding fufile, and Salt Metal may hide 
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ir felf, and fo brook the Fire. And amongft rhefe 
fix metallick Bodies, I know not as yet of any better 
than Tin reduced into Arties, which is moft fit for 


i:s Operation, becaufe it is the moft unfit or hard 


I to melt of any the Calx's of the reft of the Me¬ 


nus. 


pel or on theTeft with its Body. Therefore necef- 
hty requires that thofe Plates be dilfolved in Aetna 
Forns and be precipitated by pouring rhereon Salt 
uilIoned in common Water, in which precipitation 
the Silver Calx fettles to the bottom. This Calx be- 


If therefore you will make experiment of this Ope¬ 
ration, ad joy n to one part ot the Mercury of Lune 
or Saturn two parts ofthe white Afhcs of Tin, which 
being well mi.xt and put into a Glafs Cucurbit well 
fenced with Lute, let it into Sand, put Fire therein¬ 
to by little and little untill the matter in the Glafs be 
well heated ; in this darkifh red hot heat, leave it fo 
long unrill fomc part of the matter doth afeend by 
liiblimation up into the Alembick placed at top, and 
up the neck of the Cucurbit. Then you mull put 
on another Alembick, and take out all the fublimatc 
out of the former A'embick, and put it back upon 
its matter in the Cucurbit, and ir is to be again left 
fo long in the Fire, untill there doth again afcenc 
feme part by fublimation into the Head. This be 
iug taken out of the Head is to be again put into the 
Cucurbit, and to be added to its own matter, (and 
to be proceeded with) till again fbme portion fublimes 
up out of the matter into the Alembick. Now thefe 
labours are to be fo often repeated, untill there af- 
cends no more matter up into the Head, and all the 
matter abides behind in the bottom of the Cucurbit 
fixt. This being done, a ftronger Fire is to be ad 
miniflred, that the Metals may beoperated upon by 
the Salts. For by how much the more and longer 
they endure the violence of the Salts, fo much the 
better do they grow, which being taken forth and 
reduced by the adding unto them their due matters 
and being feparated by a Cupel do yield forth a no¬ 
table encreale of Gold and Silver. 

This undoubted Experiment and evident Demon- 
ftration, doth (by its evident Operation ) . clearly 
and perfpicucufly teach and prove the melioration 
and tranfmuration of the Metals into better and more 
pure ; but if this way feems to any very laborious 
and full of troubles, 1 will fhow him a more compen¬ 
dious way and fuch as is of lefs labour, for the lake 
qf le.irching out the truth. 

Fill a Haffiak Crucible (one of the beft make) 
with the felf fame mixture, wa. one part of the 
Mercury of Saturn , and two parts of Tin-afhes, and 
fqueeze in the matter theiemto with your Thumb 
pretty hard, and fit at top of this Pot, another fome- 
what Iefler, fb as that they may fhut dole and tight 
at their mouths, and one may not fall off from the 
other, if they be turned (topfie turvy:) Now in 
this upper Pot, put fome Plates of Copper in, afore 
you place it on the lower one, yet on liieh wife that 
in the turning the Pots (up and down) they fall not 
out of their places Each Pot likewife is to be well 
fenced with Lute fuch as will not chap when it is dri¬ 
ed, and yet it may be mended if it fhould a little 
cleave by dawbing fome more on, and this is done, 
that no fume at all get our. The Lute being dried, 
place this double Pot or Crucible in a circular Fire, 
and augment the Fire more and more, and move it 
nearer and nearer it untill it be well heated. Then 
put thereto larger Coals, and cover the Pot all over 
with them, that it may be every where red hot, in 
which great heat of the Fire it is to be left fome two 
or three hours. Then being cool, take out and o- 
pen your Pot, and you (hall find the Copperplates 
in fome fort tinged with a white colour, but yet this 
colour is not fo conffant and fix as to abide in the Cu¬ 


ing freed of its Saltncls by pouring Water thereon, 
and being dried, is to be wrapt up in a Plate of Lead’ 
or fome ftieet Lead made as thin as Paper, and be 
put on a red hot Teft, in which theremuft be a little 
Legd in Flux, which may the nicies readily receive 
the fil very Calx wrapt up in the leaden Paper, and 
which is volatile, and may hinder it from going a- 
way in fume ; the Lead being confumed, there will 
be a grain of Silver abiding on the Teft, which being 
difiolved in A<jua Fonts, will let fall fome Gold to 
the bottom. If any of the remaining matter in the 
Crucible be to be reduced, then boil it withLead, 
and let it be reduced into Scoria's : out ofthe Regis- 
ms will there alfo remain on the deft a grain of Sil¬ 
ver containing Gold in ir. But this way brings no 
profit, as being here taught for this onely end to de* 
monftrate the poflibility of the thing. But ifyou 
would get any profit by fuch an Operation, it will 
be altogether neceflary to ufe fuch Velfels in which 
nothing at all may go away in fume, but all the mat¬ 
ter may abide together, and may fo get a fixity and 
conftancy: and this cannot be done in Crucibles, 
but it will bring a profitable melioration by the faid’ 
way. 

Some may now demand from whence that Gold 
and Silver fhould come? whether out of the Lead or 
out of the Tin? doubtlcflyit comes from both And 
therefore feeing the Copper Plates in this Cementa¬ 
tion, as likewife the cementing poyvder it felf have 
put on a golden and filvery nature, can any one 
doubt that this is a true Tranlmutation by Fire and 
Suit ? .And this is elpeciully manifeft even from the 
Copperplates, which had nothingat all toucht them, 
fave the faline Spirits afeending up out ofthe Cemen- 
tatory Powder, which in the heat of the Fire pene¬ 
trated the Copper, and amended it in fo fhorta 
time. Is there any one now fo blinded as that he 
cannot here fee, -that this bettering the Metals pro¬ 
ceeded from Salt and Fire. Certainly no body will 
be able to heal him that is blinded with fuch a dark- 
nefs of his fight, and therefore muft-he even lie all 
his fifes time in fuch obfeure mifts. For this Opera¬ 
tion is fet down fo clearly and evidently that it may 
be even felt and perceived with the hands. 

■#. If fo be any one is defirous of getting more 
Gold and Silver by the help of this Operation, he 
may ufe the Mercury of Lune inftead of the Mercury 
of Lead, for it will yield far more than Saturn 
will. 

I could exhibit ro fmall variety of thefe kind of 
Experiments, but that the fhortnefs of time bids me 
flop, and forbear their defeription; thofe that cannot 
learn ought from thefe things, greater ones will not 
be at all ufefull unto them. Thus have I a-new evi¬ 
dently demonflrated, that a particular melioration 
ofthe Metals isdone by, and proceeds from Salt and 
Fire alone. ' 


An infallible demonfl ration, that a true tin&ure or tltii- 
r verfal Medicine may be made by Salt and Fire, for 
the ^melioration of Metals. 


K Ecipe one pound of the Mercury of Lead, of 
rather of Lune, of theAfhes of Tin two pounds, 
mix thefe matters together and put them into a Glafs 
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Retort coated, and put it in Sand, or rather in an 
open Fire, and give a Fire by degrees. In this O- 
peration, the Salts inhering in the Mercury of Sa¬ 
turn or Lune, do difplay or exercifo their virtues up¬ 
on Jupiter, and foize upon it and leave the Lune or 
Lead, and afoend up into the neck of the Retort 
like Mercury fublimate, and are very heavy and 
ponderous,and do very rarely fall down into the Re¬ 
ceiver, becaufe they prefently fettle alfoon as ever 
they feel any Re! e *geration. Therefore it is need full 
that the neck of the Retort be lomewhat wide, that 
fo the Mercury fublimate may meet with fpace and 
room enough, and may not by wanting room break 
the Retort. Now when the Retort has been kept 
three hours in a red hot heat, which time isrequilite 
for the Mercury fublimate to afcend in, thenceafe 
from continuing or keeping ori your Fire, that fo it 
may cool- Then take out the fublimate out of the 
neck of the Retort when cold, and you fhall find a- 
bout fome eight Lots 4 Ounces, and proceed with it 
the way following, as we fhall by and by tell you. 

Mix the Reliques or what is left, with two parts 
Of Regult/s of Antimony made with Iron, and melt 
it into a body : Wafh off the Regttlus and Tin from 
the Silver with Salt-peter, and you fhall have your 
Silver not onely encreafod by the Jupiter , but alfo 
indued with fomewhat of a golden nature; as much 
as the Salts could maturate in fo fhort a time, which 
is indeed a fpeedy Tranfmutation. But if you ufe 
Mercury of Saturn, there will not follow much a- 
mendment in fo fhort a time. Yet neverthelefs,thac 
even the truth it lelf may even by this means be 
fearcht out, there may be added a little Lead, and 
be boiled and reduced into Scoria's, in which there 
will remain a grain of Silver, which will give you 
information, how much melioration the faline Spirits 
are able to bellow in three or four hours fpace. 

But this is not the right way of getting profit, for 
as much as it fhows onely the poflibility of the thing. 

But if you would have any profit by fuch an Ope¬ 
ration, you mull get you a Cucurbit for this fublima- 
tion made of good and vitreous or glazefying Earth ; 
and the fublimed Mercury mull be taken forth of the 
Alembick, and be again added to the dry matter ly¬ 
ing in the bottom of the Cucurbit, and this Opera¬ 
tion of lubliming it mull be fo often repeated, till 
ihereafoend up no more, and that all abides fix with 
the Tin. Then is a ftronger Fire to be put thereto, 
and the Jupiter and Saturn will be maturated by the 
Salt as we taught afore. And if now any be minded 
to take that fame fublimated matter, as it afeended 
in the firft fublimation, and would make it fix and 
conflant (per fe ) in a Glafs, he would get a Tinc¬ 
ture that will in projection tinge with a white and 
red colour, but yet I never have as yet tried the 
latter of thefe. However I doubt not, but it may 
be done. For feeing that this fublimed matter, doth 
(though it be fo volatile) penetrate the Plates of 
Copper, by three or four hours time cementation, 
and turns fomewhat of the faid Plates into the nature 
of Gold and Silver by graduation, how much more 
would it do, if being brought to a due fixity and con- 
flancy, it fhould be projected into fome molten and 
flowing Metal C For that in fuch a white fublimate 
(principally in that which proceeds from Lime) there 
lies hid alfo an occult rednefs, and may bemanifefted 
by the Fire, this I fay, mine Eyes have feen, and 
mine hands have felt, but have not as yet brought 
the Operation to its compleat end, by reafon of va¬ 
rious lets and want of time. 
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Farther, by fuch a fublimate Mercury may likewife 
be wroughc various Tranfmutations, which I think 
not fit to divulge. It is in its nature fugacious and 
volatile, and yet notwithftanding doth it in procels 
of time make all other volatile and fugacious matters, 
fuch as are Arfonick, Auripigment, Cobolt, and 
even the mod flying of all, viz,, common Mercury, 
fix and conftant, which efled is to be attributed to 
the Sale onely. He rhac knows rightly to manage 
this Operation, will not labour in vain, but will be 
rendred a partaker of great focrets, which thing I 
leave co the Sons of Art, as a Teftament or Will. 

But yet that I may kindle fome little Torch for to 
guide the defirous Reader, and may make him more 
certain of a true Tindture, which this abjedt Mercu¬ 
ry fublimate fhowing it felf in a white colour hides in 
it, I have thought good, yet farther to add this fol¬ 
lowing way. 

Extradl out of this fublimate a running Mercury, 
vivifying and feparating it by apt and magnetick 
fiibjedts; and evaporate a little portion or particle 
thereof, of about the bignels ofa Pea, in a Silver 
Spoon; when ’tis all gone, you will find a purple 
Powder left in the Spoon If you caft this Powder 
upon hot boiling Lead, you will find after its blow¬ 
ing off, a grain of Gold on the Teft. The Spoon it 
felf will bear the mark of a purple fpot in that place, 
in which the Mercury went away in fume, and it 
cannot be blotted or rubbed out, becaufe the Mercu¬ 
ry hath deeply imprefled the Tindture in the Spoon. 

Now may fome or other fay unto me, whence 
did that little grain of Gold left on the Cupel, and 
that purple fpot which tinged the Silver Spoon, pro¬ 
ceed, came it from the Lead or from the Tin, or 
from the Silver, or out of the faline Spirits ? The 
greateft parr of Men will fay it proceeded our of the 
Lead, Tin, or Silver. But I fay, that it did indeed 
come out of the Lead, Tin or Silver, but that the 
Tindture adjoyned thereunto is for the molt part the 
true Soul of Niter, which the Mercury took unto ic 
folf, and again left it and forfook it alfoon as ever it 
was vexed or forced with the Fire. But I doubt not 
but that if fuch a Mercury impregnated with the Soul 
of Niter, were fixed and made conltant in the Fire, 
it would afford an univerfal Tindture. 

I confefs I have tried many a time this Operation 
in fmall Experiments, which fometimes anfwered not' 
my defires, what diligence foever I ufod therea¬ 
bouts ; but when I attempted it in a greater quanti¬ 
ty it never focceeded. This thing fee ms to be pofi-- 
ted in the will and pleafure onely ofthe Omnipotent 
God, who will not have thofe his fo great Myfieries 
and Gifts profaned. I have indeed (like unto Mo- 
fes) fecn the promifed Land, but yet I do not know 
whether or no God will bring me thither in this Life, 
that fo I may enjoy thofe moll precious Fruits. 

And if God fhould not vouclifafe me that benefit, 
yet do I willingly reft content with this, that I have 
fecn with mine Eyes, and felt with mine hands the 
truth of the Art more than once, which Art fbmany 
thoufands of Men do fo greedily gape after, but yet 
not with fuch good hap and fuccels as to find it out 
or foe it. 

1 have I fay foen the truth, but not the Tindture 
brought to its end or perfection, but yet have I feen 
its beginning which makes me certainly allured fo 
far, as that l dare to affirm, and confidently aver, 
that there is in nature fuch a thing as a true Tinc¬ 
ture, and that it may by Gods blefling be prepared 
by an Artifts hand. 1 have not yet had fo much 
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quiet and fo much time as to undertake this lb weigh¬ 
ty a Work.. Yet now I have a relolution to fet afide 
all worldly cares, (blicitudes and bufinefles, and to 
attempt and wait upon this kingly Work, and ex¬ 
pert what the divine grace will bellow upon me. 
For we are to look for all good things from above, 
for elfe we labour in vain, whatfoever diligence we 
make ufe of. 

Thele things I was willing to publifh for the Af- 
fertion lake of the truth, and to prove that there was 
in nature a true Tindfure, that lo it may evidently 
appear that Metals may be tranlinuted both univer- 
fally and particularly And if by Ibme defperate Men 
or by afudden and immature death (which chances 
God of his mercy gracioufly keep from me) all the 
Mediums or means of perfecting lo great a Work, 
and finifhing it Ihould be cut off from me, yet not- 
withftanding the truth it lelf will be able to bear wit- 
nefs to my layings when I am dead and gone. For 
I have by me even yet thole Silver Plates tinged 
with Purple Spots, which can at all times witnels 
the truth of thole things I have here delivered. For 
it is an impolTible thing that Silver Ihould be tinged 
with a purple colour without a Tindture. If there¬ 
fore there is to be found the truth in that white and 
fugacious fublimate, what I pray would be found in 
the fix and Fire-abiding red Tincture? Would it not 
be, that effects of far greater moment would be pro¬ 
duced by luch a Tincture. The Ancients therefore 
that defired firmnels of health and a long life, bellow¬ 
ed fuch labours and fweats upon getting a true Me¬ 
dicine for humane and merallick Bodies, and fbme 
of them arrived to their wifht-for end, but the grea- 
teft part of them were deceived with vain labours, 
and fru lira red of their conceived hopes. 

If any Man did certainly know that there were in 
fome places to be found mighty trealures of Gold, 
Pearls, and Precious Stones, and it were granted 
every one to (earch after them for his own proper 
advantage, wlvat think you, he would be lazy and 
flow, and would not let himlelf to leek after them. 
But if any Ihould lo order his learchthat like a blind 
Man, he neither knows nor lees what it is he feeks 
after, or in what place it is to be lought by him, cer¬ 
tainly fuch an one would labour in vain, and lole 
both histime, pains, and cofts ; and this ulually be¬ 
tides the greateft part of Men, for they fpend their 
labours in vain in their learch after this Work, be- 
caule (like blind Men) they neither know what 
they arc to leek, nor where. But vet ’tis credible that 
there would not fuch a multitude of them have ftray’d 
from the truth, had but any one lo clearly' and per- 
fpicuoufly Ihown and pointed as it were with the 
Fingers at the place where the Treafure lyeth hid¬ 
den, as I have now done 

And although the envious and lying Devil fhould 
oppolb the truth even with his greateft power, and 
fhould mod cruelly rage againft it, yet notwithftan- 
ding he will not be able to Ihew us any one Man 
that hath produced and brought the truth forth to 
the light with greater perlpicuity and evidence than 
Glauber hath. 

I have therefore yet once more at prelent Ihown 
by a moll evident demonllration even before the 
whole World, and have aliened it for a truth, that 
not onelythe more imperfect Merals do admit of be¬ 
ing really tranlmuted by Salt and Fire into the more 
perfedt ones, but withall, that by them, [viz,. Fire 
and Salt] a Tindtnre may be made. 

And now let all mine enemies vifible and invifible 


ones, open and fecret ones, what name lbever ftiled 
by, come forth and publickly produce the true 
IYanfmuration of Metals, with a clearer and more 
conlpicnous manifcftatioii than 1 have here done. I 
acquiefce with what I have hitherto fpoken ; if God 
fhall pleafe I will divulge admirable things in my 
next third Century. In this little Treadle there arc 
laid open onely four lecrets, but yet lb clearly and 
confpicuoufly that no body hath as yet manilefted 
luch and lo eminent things with clearer and more 
perlpicuous expreflions. tf 

For that firll Inftrument is clearly enough deferi- 
bed, by the help of which, not onely a great plenty 
of all lharp Spirits may be prepared with very little 
colls and eafie labour, and the four fold ule ot thele 
Spirits is able to bring molt great profit to the 
Countrey. 

1. All Gold, Silver, and Copper are thereby ex¬ 
tracted out of the poorer fort of Oars which Germany 
abounds with every where, and that in a fareafier 
manner than by lufion, and are fo brought to a very 
gainfull improvement, to the great benefit of all Get-' 
many, the which hath never been hitherto done. 

2. Of the faid Spirits is made a Water-attrac¬ 
ting Magnet, for the bettering of poorer Wines, that 
lo they may keep good, and be theeafilier tranlpor- 
ted out of one place into another, as I have lignified 
in my fecond Century. It is a fecret which offers 
gain both to the rich and poor, and may be prepa¬ 
red in great plenty. 

?• The im per fed Metals arefundry ways better¬ 
ed by thole laline Spirits, of which may be made va ft 
quantities as I have Ihown in this Work or Book, and 
this melioration my Writings do varioufly teach and 
treat of. 

4. By the help of thefe fiery Spirits of Salts, pre¬ 
parable in mighty plenty, which is a thing commodi- 
oufly to be done by the Inftrument defcribed in this 
Book, may the Turks who are the Enemies of the 
Chriftian World be refilled without any Bloud lhed. 
Concerning thefe fiery Waters, which being fuch a 
notable destruction on the Enemies, this is here to 
be noted, that immenfe quantities of them are eafily 
gotten without any Diftiilation and with very little 
expences. 

For if much be to be effeded by them, it is necef- 
farily requifite to have vaft quantities of them in rea- 
dinefs, without which, no great matters are in this 
cale to be accomplifht. But as concerning the man¬ 
ner of fo greatly endammaging the Turks by thefe 
moift Waters I cannot lb accurately deferibe the lame 
here, as being a meer ftranger to, and ignorant in 
military affairs. Flowever i will briefly and in few 
words fhaddow out, what way I think it may be 
done by, viz,, to refill and mightily endamage the 
Enemies by them. 

Firft of all, this is the nature and property of thele 
moift Waters. As to outward view they are like 
Water, and may be handled or dealt with as other 
common Waters, but their inward virtue is nothing 
but a meer Fire And becaufe thele moift Waters 
may be thrown not onely with the hands, but with 
greater Warlike Engines or Guns a good way off, 
by artificial Inftxuments prepared for that purpole ; 
therefore is the ule of them manifold, and as necellity 
requires may they be uled leveral ways lor the ex- 
pulfion and overcoming of the Enemies. We will 
illuftrate our meaning by an example. Suppole I 
am in a City or Caftle befieged by the Enemies, and 
that I have by me fome of thole kind of lnllruments 
U u u u u which 
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which are accommodated 10 this ule for the moift 
Fires.Ifnovv the Enemy fliould fet upon the Trench, 
Wall, or a Bul wark, and I were furnilhed with that 
defenfive Water of mine, fhould hand behind the 
Wall or Bul-wark in that place which the Enemy 
lets upon, he could not poflibly come at me ; forthofe 
nioift Fires may be caft by the faid Inftruments far 
without the City, like a fiery fhowr of Rain, or like 
a Cloud, which Rain being forced out of but one 
onely Inftrument would dilate it felt far and wide 
upon many hu^’reds of Men, and whatfoever it 
touched it would hurt and burn like common natu- 
ral Fire, and it would efpccially blind their fight, fo 
that the Men would not be able to look up or lee. 
If now the Enemies fliould make their attempt upon 
any place, and there fhould be fhourcd down upon 
them fuch a fiery Rain, and by hurting their Eye- 
fight make them quite blind, how would they be 
able being blinded to get over the Walls or Bulwarks? 
I do believe that if they fhould have gotten over 
the Walls or Forts, and be made thus blind, they 
would be heartily glad if they could but get out a- 
eain and recover their own party. But it would 
be better to beat them off, and blind them when 
they come with their Ladders tofcalethe Walls, 
than to permit them to approach any nearer. But 
vet if it fhould fo happen that the Enemies had got¬ 
ten even into the City it (elf, and there were feme 
Houfes in the principal places or ftreets in which the 
defendants may rally thcmfelves and that fuch 
Houfes were furnifht with fuch moift Fires, and that 

fuch fiery fhowers were fhot out thence fo blinding 
them that they durft not open their Eyes, what I 
prav would they be able to do,being blinded and clear¬ 
ly deprived of'the ufe of their fight? Would they 
not throw away their Arms and folely mind the 
petting the Fire out of their Eyes, and yet it would 
hardly be fo done in half a days time, nay if it 
fhould touch their Eyes in pretty quantity, it would 
fcarfe be quencht in two days time, and if they 
fhould go to wipe their Eyes with their hands, then 
would they make their torments much more intol- 
lerable, and would add more Fire to their Eyes, be¬ 
came their hands are likewife moiftned and plagued 
with that continual {hour. And now may notiuch 
unbidden Guefts be overwhelmed and flam with 
Stones caft on them out of the adjoyning Houfes? 
And may not one fingle Woman with fuch a 
little Inftrument onely filled with thefe moift Fires 
defend her Floufe againft an hundred Soldiers. Ve- 
rilyin my opinion there may be made a better de¬ 
fence with fuch a little Inftrument that one may 
carry about with him, than with ten or even an hun¬ 
dred Mufquets. For 100 Mufquets require too 
Men all which when they have difeharged their 
Guns once, and have flain feme ten or twelve Men 
(and yet it is not wont ufually to happen fo in fuch 
cafes neither) they need feme time to load their Muf 
quecs again, if they would keep on (hooting. But 
this Inftrument may be ul'ed even by Women, two 
or three of whom will haply do more hurt to the 
Enemy than twenty or thirty, yea haply one hun¬ 
dred Men are able to do with their Mufquets. And 
if the Women and other weak Men do bur blind their 
Enemies, the armed Men may take them thus blind¬ 
ed Prifoners ; that fo not being killed but made 
Slaves, they may be fet to Work and Till the Land, 
and this would be far more profitable than the kil¬ 
ling of them would be. So then, may not an hun¬ 
dred Soldiers by the help of mv Inftruments defend 


Lajt Fart of Part 1, 

any Fortrefs with greater and more certain defence 
than a thoufand Men could otherwife do. Verily I 
believe they may. For thefe blinding Fires of mine, 
or fiery Clouds and Rain being adjoyned to other 
ufual and cuftomary military Weapons, will moft 
mightily endamage the Enemy, nor will there need 
fe many Soldiers, for the Citizens thcmfelves may 
ufe the other [cuftomary] Arms, and the Women 
and Children may ufe the Inftruments, whereby 
they would haply defend themfelves more ftrongly 
than if they committed their defence to chofen and 
regiftred Souldiers. 

For thefe Inftruments, (by which the moift Fires 
aredriven far otfupon the Enemies like fiery fhowers 
and Clouds of Rain, and that without intermilfion, 
and as oft as ever need requires) although they be 
great, yet a few Men may govern or manage them, 
fo that it will be impoffib’e for the Enemies to effect 
any eonfiderable enterprize in befieging any City. 
But it is necdfullto place fuch Inftruments that thus 
fquirt forth Fire, behind the Walls and Bul-warks, 
that the Enemies great Ordinance may not hurt or 
deftroy them. Verily I cannot fo very accurately 
ond compleatly fhow what [the beft] way [is] of 
endamaging the Enemies by the help thereof, for 
this the pradice it felf will better fhew us. I can 
furnifh forth the Inftruments themfelves and themoift 
Fires belonging thereunto. I commend the ufe of 
them unto the Souldiers, who may learn to ufe them 
as they fhall find good by experience. I do again 
repeat what I have hitherto fo often fpoken , , 
and I do affirm, that with one fuch Inftrument may 
feme thoufands of Men be blinded in a moments 
time, and being blinded what I pray can they then 
do? Iffo be that others fhall endeavour to come to 
help them and fetch them off, they may likewife be 
blinded, nor can they run away, and therefore muft 
neceflarily be taken Prifoners. And this in my judg¬ 
ment may be done in Iloftilc Invafions and Sieges. 

But now whether or no there may be any ufe of 
fuch Inftruments in Battailes and Conflicts with the 
Enemies, I do not well know, but that a City, Caf- 
tle, or Houfe may be defended by their means, and 
fo drive off the Affailants, is a thing evident and un¬ 
doubted. Should there be a thoufand Enemies be- 
fet the Houfe of feme particular Citizen, yet muft 
they depart if onely fuch a fiery Cloud or Rain (the 
Doors and Windows being fhut) fhould be fhoured 
down upon them. For fo they would be rendred 
blind and not be able to fee or find the Door, as ic 
was in Lots time, when his Enemies environed his 
Houfe to have out thofe two Scrangers, they were 
fmitten with fuch blindnefs that they were conftrai- 
ned to leave the Houfe, and ic was permitted Lot , 
and his, to pafs out of the fame without any impedi¬ 
ment. And is it not lawfull for us to finite our Ca¬ 
pital Enemies the Turks with blindnefs, and to de¬ 
fend our felves, our Wives and Children ? 

God himfelf faith, I will encompafs thofe that are 
mine, with a Wall of Fire, and defend them againft 
their Enemies. Briefly, this invention of mine, of 
making fuch a fiery Miftor Rain, is an incomparable 
defence and fafeguard, the like of which was never 
as yet known in the World. And now may^ any 
one ealily conjedure what may be done offenfively 
with this fame invention. For example, fuppofe ’tis 
neceffary to take fuch or fuch a place from the Ene¬ 
my, but now there is not time enough left, nor are 
there Souldiers enough for rhe enterprize ; and there¬ 
fore feme Stratagem muft be ufed to become Mailers 
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of one of the Gates at Ieuft whereby the Souldicrs 
may be let in. 

And now in my judgment fome Gate may be fei 
zed on and that eafily by the help of thefe moift Fires 
of mine, and'tis thus, let lome Souldier or other fit 
for fuch a defign, be taught the ufe of my Fire fpi- 
ting Inftruments, and when he underftands it, he 
may be clad in Countrey Habit, and fo let him goto 
them upon the Guard, and in the Court of Guard- 
houfes in which they be,let him fhour in upon them 
a fiery. Eye-blinding, and forcibly hilling fhour. 
[This done] how can the Guarders poffibly refill 
thofe that come to the Gate and are ready to enter 
in? Nay more, the Souldier thus dad may have a 
Granadoegiven him to carry in a Sack, which being 
filled with thofe moift Fires, may of its own accord 
(without any benefit of Gun powder) leap affunder 
and fill all the whole room with his blind making 
Dew, he may throw into thofe Watch houfes where 
rbey keep Guard, and fo make all that are there pre- 
fent unfit to fight. And if fo be there fhould be 
more of thofe Houfes than one, the fame Souldier 
may likewife have more fuch Granadoes given him, 
one of which he may throw into' each Houfc. Nay 
farther, if need be, and that you would have itfadge 
better and have it more certainly focceed, there may 
be font feveral Souldiers with fuch Fire-breathing 
Granadoes to feveral Gates,to o'rewhelm the Watch¬ 
men and poflefs them. For the Watch men fufpec- 
ting no evil from one Countrey-man onely, will not 
cry out Arm, Arm, but let him in without any im¬ 
pediment. Such Fire-breathing Balls or Granadoes 
may be made oflron, Copper or Earth, which how¬ 
ever, properly are not Fires as long as they feel not 
the Air, and they then become Fires onely, when 
any one is fo minded to have them fuch, breaking 
every thing in their reach like Gun powder burning, 
and depriving all fuch as are prefent of their fight, 
and making them Sick. Granadoes made on this man¬ 
ner, and of about the bignefs of a Mans Head, do not 
of their own accord conceive a flame without Air, 
nor do they file affunder, or at all operate. But if 
you would that the Air be let in whereby they may 
operate, there mult be a little Spicket or Tap to be 
drawn ouc of the Granadoe, that fo the Air entring 
in may vivifie the Fire that lies in the Ball or Grana¬ 
doe. Such a Granadoe being thrown into any 
Watch houfe, the Watch men will without doubt 
prefently run and take it up and fee what it fhould 
be, and what end it was thrown in there for ; then 
as they all of them ftand round and contemplate 
upon the novelty, if any of them hap to draw out 
the Spicket, which without all queftion they would 
do, the Air gets in, and the Fire enkindles and breaks 
that Granadoe thus fluft with that venemous Fire 
all to pieces, and fo will ftrike them all down toge¬ 
ther. And may not now the Souldiers in the mean 
time hafien and break in to that fenced place with- 
outany let, and become Mailers of the Gate ? Verily 
methinks it fhould fucceed very well. I tell you my 
thoughts of the bufinefs, I never tried the thing itfelf 
nor do I ever defire to try. Such as have a defire to 
try it, and have occafion and opportunity of doing it, 
may more accurately contemplate thereupon, and 
fo will they find what way they may molt conveni¬ 
ently detriment their Enemies moil of all by. I 
have laid the foundation, others mufl valiantly pro¬ 
ceed on and bring the thing to a molt ufefull Iffue. 
However 1 do not doubt but that the mofl part of 
Men that fhall hear me fay, that there may be fuch 


eifetfts produced by thefo fiery Waters, that may 
equal the dreadfull Operations of Gun-powder, will 
mock acme, and judge it an impolfible thing ; nor 
will it be any thing Orange they fhould, becaufe 
they have not any knowledge of nature. 

Before thofedreadfull virtues of Gun-powder were 
known, certainly no body would have believed the 
fame, had they heard it told, that it were a poffible 
thing thing to hurry or throw fuch a great Ball of 
Iron, into fo far a place with little Powder. And 
now it is a thing fo very common, that he that will 
not believe it will be laught at. Even fo, thofe things 
l have here mentioned of moift Fires will feem ex¬ 
traordinarily wonderfull and abfurd to the ignorant, 
untill they fhall fee with their Eyes, and feel with 
their hands, that thzTurks fhall even this very Sum¬ 
mer feel it if God permit, and vouchfafe me health 
folong. If God (I lay) fhall permit, which I would 
have you underftand,as thus, viz,, unlefs the wrath 
of God fhall be fo enkindled againft the Chriftians, 
and fhall therefore put a flop, and prevent the ac- 
crewing of any benefit, by any help how great foe- 
ver it be. For when God pleafeth to punifh any 
Counrrey with deferved afflictions, certainly no In- 
ltruments of defence will at all help or doought. 

rhefe things was I willing to declare at prefent, 
to demonftrate in what manner the Enemies power 
may by fuch Artificial moift Fires, and a peculiar 
kind of Granadoes, fuch things as never were as yet 
known in the World be broken. There are verily o- 
ther far greater effects,and which exceed Mans belief, 
that may be effected by thefe my newly found-out 
Fires ; and fuch as are not to be written but to be 
revealed onely unto thofe thatare truly well Willers 
to the common Weal,and whoftudy how to deftroy 
the Capital Enemy of all the Chriftian World. But 
thus much I add, that by thefe Artificial, Secret, 
and unknown burning and flame-conceiving Fires, 
far greater things may in my judgment be effected at 
any time whenfoever one is minded, than by Gun¬ 
powder, for that it operates not afore it be enkind¬ 
led with the Fire. But my Fires arc enkindled and 
inflamed by the Air, and therefore muft necefl'arily 
exeed Gun-powder in the production of greater ef¬ 
fects, and this time will manifeft. 

Thofe common Granadoes being thrown into any 
City may be covered with wet Hides or Cloathsanci 
be quenched, fo as not at all to operate, but it can¬ 
not befo with my Inftruments. And therefore it is 
not without caufe that I prefer them afore Gun¬ 
powder. 

’Tis not expedient to make any larger difeourfe 
concerning thefe matters, and to take up any more 
room by revealing more. I could verily in’ a few 
words fodifclofe thefe things that every onemought 
be able palpably to feel, and vifibly to fee them, and 
fo as that he would afluredly know that far greater 
things moughtbe effected by thefe my Fires than by' 
Gun-powder.They may together with the Gun-pow¬ 
der ufe thefe my moift Fires as they think good and 
as need requires. And I do not queftion but that 
hereafter Wars will be waged after another manner 
than hath hitherto been done, and force muft give 
place to Art. For Art doth fomerimes overcome 
ftrengch. We will illuftrate the bufinefs by an ex-' 
ample. 

When any little weak Man Fights with a bigger 
and ftronger than himfelf, and they' have both of 
them like skill in the ufe of their Arms, the ftronger 
over Mafters the weaker and Conquers him. But 
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now if the little Man be better skilled in the ufe of 

Weapons than the greater and ftronger one is, he 
beats him and becomes the Viftour. And when two 
are of equal Stature and Strength ; they finite alike 
forcibly, and beat one another alike, juft as your 
Laundrelles that beat Cloaths with a wafh Beetle, fo 
do thefe lay on blows on each other with likemeafure. 

So among the Ancients did they fight Man to Man, 
and the ftrength of the blows prevailed. But when 
Gun powder was fo'uiyd out, then a few could kill 
and put to flight a greater number than themfelves. 

And now again ‘tis every where known, that 
Men now a days do again fight with equal hand, 
as'twere, neither party having more help [by Art 
than the other party hath: five that the ftronger 
party doth for the moft part get the Victory, fo that 
rhe Wars in our time confift not in Art, but in the 
multitude and company of Men. Mean while I firm¬ 
ly hopethatif theufe of my moift Fires be but known, 
there will be another kind of Warfare than now is, 
bv fighting on equal Terms with blows as the Coun¬ 
try fellows do, and whereby the ftronger can over- 
maftcr and fubdue the weaker... but now by the 
help of Art, the weaker may overcome the ftronger. 
And iffo be that Art and ftrength concur together 
thev are wont to be moft efficacious. David with 
his fling (hewed the skilfulnefs of his Art, and fubdu- 
ed that great Goliah , who little expeded fuch a mif- 
chance from fuch a little Shepherd. And like as 
Goliah mocked at David with his Sling , fo perhaps 
will the lurk have us in derifion, ffiould we meet 
him with fuch Water-throwing Inftruments. But 
even as that, great Goliah was fmitten down by a 
Stone of the Shepherd, fo may the Turk be eafily 
burnt and radically rooted out by thofe moift Fires, 
if the Chriftians will themfelves. 

But fome or other may here objed and fay, ftup- 
pole fame perfidious Chriftian fhould happen to fiie 
to the 7W/b,and put fuch Weapons into their hands, 
to ufe againft the Chriftians agen, what ffiall we do 
then ? [I anfwer,] fuch [a mifehief] may be pre¬ 
vented by an accurate diligent warinefs, that thefe 
fecrets be not revealed to every body, but to fuch 
onely as are known, and that have poffeftions, Wives, 
and Children: for fuch will hardly be allured or cor¬ 
rupted with any reward. Befides too, the vulgar 
will not be fo eafily apprehenfive of all things hereto 
requifite, feeing the Artconfifts not barely in one or 
two, but in many things [or circumftances] It 
cannot therefore be that fuch inventions fhould fo 
eafily fall into the Enemies hands, and that for feve- 
ral caufes which 1 forbear to reckon up here. Nay 
more, if necelfity fhould require there mought (by 
accurate medtiatien ) a farther inquifition be made, 
whereby more fuch inventions mought be found out. 
For this" may eafily be effeded by Men of a quick 
piercing Wit, viz,, by their diligent fcarch to add 
to what is found out and to better the fame, for twill 
be a facile thing to do. For nature being fo moft ex¬ 
ceedingly richly ftored can never at any time be 
thoroughly found out. And therefore even I my 
felfdo hope in fome fhort time greatly to augment 
[or meliorate] the laid Inventions of mine. If God 
vouchfafe me" life, there (hall be even yet produced 
by me to light wonderfull things, which will mira- 
culoufly promote the fafety and happinefs of my 
Coumrey, and efpecially if I ffiall but find aniongft 
Men a thankful] remembrance thereof. 


Moreover, I doubt not but that abundance of Men 

will wonder if they ffiall fee thefe my newly invented 
Warlike Inftruments to be publiffied in Print, which 
is a thing that I would never do, for I have refolved 
to make fuch onely partakers of the knowledge of 
the fame, as ftand in need thereof. 

But becaufe 1 have conferred with one or two 
(whom I thought to have born me a loving and friend¬ 
ly mind) about thefe things, and fpake to them too 
openly about the very bulincfs it felf, they got fome 
part of the Art it felf, andfaw the very Inftruments 
in the Workmens hands whom I had taken order 
with about making them, and without doubt perfwa- 
ded themfelves that they had the full knowledge of 
the whole Art. Prefently upon this they were be-' 
come invifible and withdrew themfelves, infomuch 
that IfufpeCt that thofe perfidious Men have repai¬ 
red to the Courts of fome great Men, to offer and 
fell thefe my inventions as if they were their own. 
Now then to meet with fuch treacherous perfidiouf- 
nefs, I thought good to publiffi openly fbmewhat 
concerning thefe matters, that fo every one may 
know that whatever Men ffiall fell fuch fecrets as 
their own, they were not invented by them but by 
me, and they have fraudulently ftolen them from 
me. But I except thofe here, to whom I have re¬ 
vealed them to this intent, that, viz,, they may 
make ufb of them againft the Turk. 

And becaufe I can methinks prophetically as it 
were conjecture that thefe my newly invented mili¬ 
tary Inftruments will be defired and fought after by 
a great many both high and low, I judged it a thing 
worth the while, to take care for the getting fome 
of thofe fame Inftruments, and alfo thofe moift Fires 
thereunto appertaining to be prepared, and fent in¬ 
to thofe places, where they may detriment or annoy 
the Turks. For without doubt there may be far 
ftronger refiftance made with thefe newly invented 
Inftruments againft thofe our Capital Enemies, than 
can ever be done with Gun-powder. For Gun¬ 
powder is never wont to operate afore it be kindled 
with the Fire, which kindling and inflamation Wa¬ 
ter will hinder, and now my moift Fires are not at 
all impeded thereby. And upon this account it is 
a thing altogether pofftble that a fiery Globe [or 
Granadoe] may be as well emitted [or be as forci¬ 
ble] out of the deep Waters with [or by] them, as 
it may with Gun-powder out of the Water, the 
which feems indeed incredible, but yet is very eafie 
to him that is endued with the knowledge of thefe 
things. 

There yet reft a few admonitions to be given, viz,. 
that no body pals his fentencc upon thefe my fecrets 
here difclolcd,with a prejudiced and foreftalled judg¬ 
ment, unlefs he has a mind to flur himfelf with an in¬ 
famous mark, but.let him have patience, till he of 
his own knowledge perceive the whole Bafis of the 
bufinefs. Many things there be that lie as yet hid¬ 
den, which (as Prophefies tell us) rnuft be mani- 
fefted before the Worlds end. This time draws 
nearer and nearer, though fo few believe it. For 
my part 1 am verily of this Opinion, that there is 
fuch a wonderfull time at hand, the like of which 
hath neither been feen or heard of from the time of 
the Floud even to thefe our days. 1 pray God to 
Defend the Pious, and to Convert the Wicked, 
Amen. 


The End of the Firfl Part . 
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PREFACE- 

Courteous Reader, 

T H A T every promife becomes a debt , is reported by a common Proverb 
or By-word, and therefore to ft arid to ones word or promife, is a thing 
which procures a great Ornament or grace no lefs to Juniors than to 

( Seniors.. Since therefore in my Writings I have ingaged my Faith or 
Credit through the promifing of fome little Works, and yet have not been able, by 
reafon of the fcantinefs oftime, hitherto to fat is fie the expectation and defire of very 
many, by publifhing of the fame 3 yea fincegreater Difcommodities and Impediments 
being caf in my way, do hinder me from day to day whereby I cannot write more 
things, although 1 have nothing more in my defires than that in Jianding to my 
promife, I may acquit my credit, and fet forth the faid little Works 3 to wit, my 
Vegetable Work., my Work, of Saturn, my Bookof Dialogues or Difcourfe, the fourth 
part of my Spagvrical Pharmacopoea or Chymical Difpenfatory, and my admirable 
little Book, of the concentring of the Heaven and Earth: truly they beingTreaiifes 
containing mofl excellent Arcanums or Secrets, and the mofi worthy ones whereof 
Men can be made partakers, notwithflariding I am of ?iecejfity definite of time for 
the writing of any Treat ife peculiarly, and for that caufe J am conframed to infif 
in a nearer path, and for the fake of promoting the publickgood, to fend forth the 
faid Treat ifes in publick_by a lefs labour and trouble. The prefent Treat ife noti¬ 
fied with the 7 itle of an univerfal Chef or. Cabinet full of Riches, or of a general 
Appendix of all my Writings hitherto, expofedto the public k view perforins this, where¬ 
by all things which have been either .themore briefy and obfcurely fpoken in them, 
are with a more clear or perfpicuous illuf ration- explained, or things that have been 
wholly omitted are fupplied, and by thefhme endeavour the promt fed Treat ifes 
are added, yet not in that order wherein they\0ught otherwife to be written down 
and the which order here to be obferved, would adminifer very much trouble 3 but 
wherein all the fecrets have in procefs of time, been made known unto me, and com¬ 
mitted to Paper. But it is free for any one to add according to his own Judgment, 
Medicinal Secrets unto Medicinal ones. Mineral Secrets unto Mineral ones, Chy¬ 
mical Secrets unto Chymical ones, if it fhall fo pleafe him, and time fkall alfoper- 
mit the fame, which it in no wife permitted) unto me, every one that acquiefceth 
and is content with thefe. things may con fider, if a certain Cookfhould fet a Difh 
on the Table filled with the beft Meats, as being definite of time, to put every fort 
of Meat in a fever al Difh,whether he could of right be angry wid) him,or by whifpering- 
ly prat big fe could dare to fay,he was to be blamed as being not skflfull in the affairs 
of the Kitchin, becaufe collelling fo many delicate and fuch dainty Meats into one 
Dijh / and daring to fet them on the Table ? I fuppofe not any one could of right 
complain of fuch a deed of any Cook j the Cook defying to have it taken in good 
part, fuch Meats as be had, fuch he fets before them 3 he that refufetb to take of them, 
may ufe his own liberty , and may let thofe Meats alone, which he is not compelled to 
receive, even as d)e Cook a tf° ma y be conframed by none in preparing of the fame ac¬ 
cording to his own will or judgment. A 2 Whatfo - 
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Whatfoever Meat doth not pleafe the Vallate of one , yet will not be ingratefuU to 
the Vallate of anotherbut on the contrary grateful /, feeing one hood is wont to fa¬ 
vour or relijh this Man, and another the other , neither is he inordinately affefted 
with the difdain of confufed Meats , who ta/<eth of thofe which relijh him , and lea- 
veth the refl for others. 

Let every o?iethat blameth thefe Writings do the fame , not inhafiily taking them 
in evil part , but in frie?idly and courteoufly excufing me that I have not font them 
abrou d in a more harmonious order. 

They are like unto a certain true and great Cabinet or Chefi,filled with very many 
excellent Secrets , being reduced into my k?iowledge through a fuccejfive diligent 
fearch of thirty years andfo collefled into one heap , that they might either be confer- 
7 zed for my own or at fome time be made of public k ufe or fervjce: out of this Cheft 
every one jhall he able to exhaujl thofe Arcanums and Secrets, which Jhallpleafe him 
or ferve his ufes. 

As to what concerns my feIf becaufe l daily beholdfomethues this Man , fometbnes 
that Man being fnatched away by death , to be . carried forth and conimitted to the 
Earth , 17nay eafily conclude rationally with 77 /y felf that thofe changes or chances 
will in a fhort time happen alfo unto ?7ie 3 IJhould C077i7?iit a very grievous ojfetice 
or err our^ that fo 7na7iy cofts , labours and troubles , of fo mariy arid fo great Secrets 
being con fumed in vain , I jhould carry the77i away with itie wider ground ’ and not 
be flow them for a common good : Ijhall here perfor77i the office of a good Houfe-hol- 
der, or skjlfull ILoufe-keeper or Steward\ who after that he hath made abundant 
of Vrovifion for Winter-cloathing for himfelf Jm Wife , Children and whole Family , 
if he hath as yet ple7ity of Lbinen and Woollen Cloth remaining ., he doth not cajl 
theiri away , but rather cajls them together into a Chefi,, fo lo7ig to be kept , untill 
he fhall obtain an occafion of adminijiring them for the ufe of his Neighbour. In 
the name of the Lord therefore , in making a beginnbig with the opening of my Chejl 
of Treafures, I will empty it out by little and little by degrees, and will offer it 
for. a coitimon ufe , that out of fo' many Treafures , every 07ie 7nay coiwert unto 
his own ufe , what things he jhall judge to be profitable unto him 3 to wit , 
a Vhyfician Medicinal things , and ' a Chymifl Chymical things , even as every 
one jhall difeern any -thing to be fit for his own ufe^ every one of what rank 
foever Jhall find thofe' thbigs wherewith he might be content , fo bideed that 
whatfoever he jhall not meet withall hi the firfi^ feco7id y or third Ceritury 
may be fowid in the refi , for which things fake, if ten Ce7ituries fhall 7iot be fuf* 
ficerit , / will ad joy 71 other ten or more , that fo l may re7nove from 77ie all thofe cares , 
and carefulneffes wherewith the cufiody of fo great Treafures hath importuned and af- 
feffed 77ie for fo many years. Like unto a travelling Woinan, who with the greatefi 
defire expebleth the hour of her delivery , and who defireth the behold mg of her Fruit , 
do I defire that tbne wherein all things fhall be printed in Letters. I he Almighty 
God befiow on me fo much prefence of mind ’ health , and fire'ngth , and prolong 77iy 
Life fo far, that I niay finifb it to his Honour , and the Succour , Comfort a7id Pro¬ 
fit of all Mankjjid. Amen. 
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PART II. 


In the Name of the mojl Holy Trinity I begin to write the Firfi 
Century of my General Appendix, or an Expofition 
of all my Writings hitherto fet forth . 

I. Concerning Fire and Salt , and what Alcbymy vs. 


A L C H Y M Y is a Science, and Art of 
deftroying, of purging immature or 
unripe and impure Metals, by Fire 
and Salt, and by a lingular Artifice, 
of converting the more pure part into 
a better form and kind, according to 
the words of Paracelf/ts, who faith, Every Something 
is to be converted into Nothing, and every Nothing into 
Something. Alfo Corruption renders that which is 
good perfect, the which is to be equally underftood 
of particular and univerlal Operations. 

Neverthclefs it is not of neceftity that I Ihould here 
tcdioufly treat of a particular Tranfmutation of Me¬ 
tals by Fire and Salt, becaufe that hath been already 
long lince performed in the lecond part of the Mi- 
racie of the World, ant! allb in the fifth part of the 
profperity of Germany. 

A Square within a Circle. 


In 

the Sun 

iVirl Salt are 

all 

things. 


II. A Dcrnoujlrat ion whereby it is proved that Fire and 
Salt are mejr noble Creatures of God, and that in Fire 
then lies hid the pnrejl Salt , and in Salt a mo ft effica¬ 
cious Fire. 

/ "T"'FIAT Tire and Salt are moll noble Creatures of 
X God 1 have evidently enough dcmonflrated in 
my little work concerning rhe nature of Salts. Bur 
that there is a fubtile fultilh fpirit in any fire, and 
that between the heat of the Sun, and of our Kit- 
chin fire, as to their laltifh Ipirit, a great difference > 


doth interpofe is fufficiently and over fufficiently 
known. But to comprehend or lay hold of, to con¬ 
center fuch a pure laltifh fpirit of Sol, to render it 
corporal, palpable or perceivable, and vifible, re¬ 
mains hidden and unknown to us by reafon of’our 
fins; becaufe God referves fo great myfieries for his 
own alone, of whom he is honoured and feared • 
for God himfelf ufeth no better fimilitude than the 
fire, whereunto the Ancients exhibited divine ho- 

n i 0 ^ r ’ c nt, .^ y thc hcl P the farne > pcrfe&ed all 
their Sacrifices: So among the Galileans , Fire, and 
God are called by one and the lame name of Efch .- 
and among the Heathens, the chief Philofophers, yea 
Hermes himfelf thought the Sun to be a God and 
worlh.ppcd it for a God. Thefe things are found 
exprclled by Minins concerning the nature of Gods, 
and thcrcfoie thole tnings are not necellary which 
may be here repeated. Yet that is well to be noted, 
u C /?°^ alwa y s a ppeared to his Saints under 
the lhew of fire, and hath talked with them out of it, 
it being that which is full of the greateft myfteries, 
yet obferved but by a few, as in a peculiar little 
work concerning the concentration of the Heaven 
and the Earth I will more plainlvand fully declare. 
I affirm therefore, that it can fcarce be, that the ad¬ 
mirable, yea incredible nature of lire Ihould be de¬ 
ferred without the revelatian of the higheft or grea¬ 
teft myfteries of God. ^Therefore it is better that 
fuch Secrets are palled by in filence, than that preci¬ 
ous pearls Ihould be caft before Swine, who are wont 
to receive them with laughter, and proclaim that 
they are nothing but the mere fophifteris of triflers, 
even as is evidently manifeft from the delcription of 
J. H. S. of the Philofophers Stone, wherein Nature 
he faith, makes not ule of Glaftes, Ve He Is, Fire Salt’ 
Urine, and the like in the bowels of the Earth’; and’ 
the univerlal Elixir may very fitly be prepared by 
him, who alfo hath not handled any Chvmical La- 
B ' hours. 
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hours, or was never bufiedabout Fire or Salt : Let it 
fhamc the man of luch ftinking lies, wherewith he 
endeavours to Cover his own ignorance, I on the 
contrary affirm, that all thole that know not howto 
handle Fire and Salt, do in very deed know nothing, 
but do give credit unto thole things only which they 
hear, or read in others writings, and alio for that 
caufe are unworthy of the name and title of true 
Philofophers ; fortfnic Philofophy is to be thorough¬ 
ly or perfectly learned bv the help of lore and Salt 
alone, the which God willing (hall be more evidently 
demonftrated. 

Ill It is moreover demonfir at'ed, that in all Salts an ad¬ 
mirable Fire doth lurk as being laid tip therein, through 
the indeavour whereof very many admirable things 
may be perfected as well in Medicine as in Alcbymy: 
andalfo that it may be altogether performed, that out 
of Vitriol the Stone of the ancient Wife men, out of 
Salt Veter a fpirtlttal Gold, and an excellent yellow 
1 tincture, and out o^ common Salt the true 1 earl oyj the 
Vhilofophers may be prepared. 

I N all Salts, that a molt potent Fire doth lurk as be¬ 
ing laid up therein, thole have beft known who 
have "the labours of the fire thoroughly viewed and 
certainly known. For through the efficacy and opera¬ 
tion hereof,laics are reduced unto a fiery force,or pow¬ 
er or unto a moift fire, out of which they before arofe, 
after the laying down of their eafthlinels, yet one fait 
draws out "one fire far unlike to the fire of another, 16 
that this is volatile, the other is fixed, and remaining 
conftant in the fire ; another is partly volatile and 
p art l v fixed, even as the operation ffiall procure this 
or the other property unto them, yet all luch fiery 
fairs may by the benefit of Art be concentred, and 
made morc'efficacious than they were made by fome 
one di {filiation. For example fake. If any one be- 
holdeth .Vitriol, and confiders of the nature thereof, 
he ffiall in very deed certainly find that by the help 
of a ftrong fire, there may be allured or extracted 
out of it that which was in the beginning, to wit, a 
fiery fpirit, which by the aid of external fire, being 
reduced into a narrow Central room, or Con-centra- 
tion, draws out that internal fire, uncloathing it felf 
of or difplaying fo great virtues, that it reduceth into 
a Coal all things which it moifteneth or encompaf- 
fcth, even like as if it had been burnt up by common 
Kitchin fire, or by Glafies receiving the Sun beams 
and burning up all things that are objected againft it. 
Concerning thefe fiery falts, and the preparation and 
ufc of them, I being hereto deliver a few things, I 
will take my beginning from the fire of Vitriol, and 
the preparation of the lame, the various and manifold 
ufe whereof ffiall be afterwards explained in its own 
place. 

IV. Of the Preparation of the Fire of Vitriol. 

R Etorts made of the bc^t earth do draw out the 
fire of Vitriol by diftillation after this manner 
following. 

Common Vitriol is calcined in earthen pots unto a 
Tednels, and reduced into a powder, it is put into 
an earthen Retort, and placed in a Furnace, and a 
great vefiel adjoyned to the neck of the Retort , 
which is to receive the fpirits going forth ; the fire is 
kindled by degrees, and 16 gradually increafed untill 
the Retort be brightly red hot, in which degree of 
fire it is 16 long to be urged untill no white Clouds 


or little vapoury Mills do any longer appear. This 
operation is perfected in 24 hours {pace at rbe moll. 
But if the Retort ffiall be very large all the Oyl can¬ 
not be extracted in the fpacc of 24 hours, but will 
require a longer time for the operation, which expe¬ 
rience it felf will determine: after all the Spirits are 
diftilled off and fetrled to the bottom of the Receiver, 
the clay luting which joyned the Receiver to the 
neck of the Retort is to be mollified with a wet cloth 
pur round about it, and the Receiver raken off, and 
the fpirits poured out of itintoa glals body well coa¬ 
ted with Clay, the which ('having an Alembickput 
on) is to be let in land, that the volatile Ipirit may 
(lowly and gently be drawn off, and kept for its ule 
afterwards ro be taught. AHb afterwards the phlegm 
is to be drawn off, and relerved for its own ules, be- 
caufe it hath its own peculiar virtues. At length al¬ 
io the laft fpirit is to be received in a peculiar vefiel, 
the which, after that it hathceafed, and fiery drops 
do follow, the fire is (by degrees to be removed, 
and when the fand is cold, the gourd is to be taken 
out, in which (the Alembick or head being taken 
away) rhou ffialt find a fiery Oyl of a black or lome- 
what reddiffi colour, the which is again to be rectifi¬ 
ed in an open fire in a Rerort well coated, that it 
may be rendred more fiery and clear. 

By this oyl admirable things, and thole not only 
profitable for Phyficians but alio for Chymifts, and 
other Artificers, arc perfected as we ffiall ltraitway 
lee. 

There are indeed other ways or means alio by 
which this oyl is attained, but this afore taught is 
the eafieft of all, although it require the more time. 
But if any one ftand in need ofa greater quantity of 
the fame, he may procure thole greater Cans prepa¬ 
red of the beft Earth, they being fo joyned to each 
other, that the uppermoft being placed on the fire, 
the reft might be placed without the fire, fo that 
the lowermolt may receive the oyl going out by dc- 
Icenc. 

*> 

V. A proof whether this Oyl of Vitriol be well prepared 
and fir eng, and fit enough for that operaticn of which 
we here treat. 

L ET down a quill or lomc (mail piece of wood into 
the Oyl, the which, when thou haft left in ic 
for fome (mail time, draw it but; ii it ffiall be burnt 
unto a Coal the oyl is well prepared, bur if not, it is 
a fign that fomewhat of moifture is as yet therein, 
which is again to be expelled by fire. 

VI. Another tryal or experiment. 

D I P in the oyl a piece of woollen, linnen, or 
which is better a piece of cotton cloth extend¬ 
ed to the breadth of a finger, and pour on the fame 
being taken out and laid down fome drops of the 
fpirit or oyl of Turpentine, the which if being kind¬ 
led they ffiall conceive a flame it is a fign that the oyl 
was well prepared. 

VII. Another further Proof. 

P Our into fome little glafs fome fmali quantity of 
Ipirit of wine wanting all phlegm, and pour on 
the lame lomc drops of this oyl by little and little ; 
and if the fpirit of wine kindle and burn all away the 
oyl is prepared after a due manner. 

NB. I admoniffi that every one doth warily han¬ 
dle 
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die this operation : for in thcle two fires , to wit, 
faltifh and fulpluircous ones, there is great virtue 
hidden, the which feems probable but to a few, if it 
fhould be manifcllcd unto them, neither that have 1 
confulted or decreed that it fhould be made known 
to very many. Thele few particulars do fufficient- 
Jv teach after what fort fuch fires aretobeuled in 
Medicine, Alchymy and other Arts; but thele expe¬ 
riments are fufficient. 

VIII. Concerning the life of this Fire of Vitriol in Me¬ 
dicine. 

T HE ule of this fire, as alio of the volatile fpirit of 
the fame, and of its flegm, thou fhalr find de- 
feribed in the fecond pay of my Furnaces, and a- 
mong other Authours ; fo that the repetition there¬ 
of is here fuperfluous, this is oncly to be known that 
this fire being onely befmeared or anointed with a 
feather on all uncurable and Cancerous or earing 
Ulcers, kills the Poylon, and cauleth that fuch Ul¬ 
cers do very cafily admit of cure, if lobe the Efcharre 
be bur firft removed by the applying (bme ointment 
or cmplaifter which Cures aduflion or burning. For 
this oyl burns up all wild or forreigri flefh, and that 
which (as proud) Iifrs up it felf with an abounding 
poylon, like unto a certain bright burning Iron, and 
feparates all evil and hurtfull flefh from the good and 
found flefh. 

IX. Of the general life of this Oyl in Alchymy. 

B Y this mineral fire, all kind of Tranfmutations of 
things are perfected, but particularly it exalteth 
fome of the more bale metals into a higher degree, 
and makes them more conftant, of which more fhall 
befaid in the following Chaptersor Trearifes. 

In the general, lome Vegetables, Animal and Mi¬ 
neral fubjeCls, may by the operation of this Oyl be 
reduced into fixt Medicines, and indeed far more 
commodioufiy than by the common fire of Wood or 
Coals. And moreover which is a far greater thing 
in this very oyl a fiery TinCture is hidden, and is 
manilefted by the benefit of Art, as Fryer Baftliits , 
and ocher Philofophers do affirm. 


X. Of the ufe of this fre in other Arts. 

B Y the virtues of this invifible, and yet eflen- 
tial fire, all forts of moft profitable matters 
are performed, the which notwithstanding is not 
here lafe for me to deferibe, but 1 am conflrai- 
ned to refer it till another time, it onely in this place 
feems worthy mv labour, briefly to fhew that this 
fire performs all thole things which the fire of Coals 
is otherwile wont to effect. 

Truly it is a fire, but it (hineth not like the fire of 
Wood or Coals : But lie that will have it to fhine, 
he muft needs add unto it a fubtile or fine Sulphur, 
that he may extract or allure forth of it avifible fire. 

This fire being defended againft the entrance of the 
Air, remains occult for many thoulands of years, 
and doth nor manifeft it felf, unlels any one make it 
manifeft. 

Truly it is an admirable fire, and moft fit for the 
effecting of many incredible things, whereof we have 
fpoken many things liitficienc for this time. 


XI. An evident dcmcnjhrathn of neb a fre lying hid 
even in the Salt of the Kit chin , and that known to 
every one. 

A Fter that Tlato and many other Philofophers 
took notice that nothing endowed with life did 
confift without Salt,and that dead Carcaflcs themfelves 
were preferved for a long time from putrc r adion by 
the virtues of the lame; they thought and wrote that 
a certain divine thing lay hid in it. But after what 
fort this divine and hidden thing is to be made vifi- 
ble, they have not taught. But without doubt, thofe 
moft wife Philofophers would by this word fhew and 
denote fomething of a Angular excellency. 

Becaulb therefore God himfelf is a fire, and hath 
never appeared to his Saints in any other fhape but 
that of fire, and befidcs allb all Salts are generated 
in the moift bowels of the earth lroman Aftral fire, 
and on the contrary, a true fire may by the operati¬ 
on of Art be extracted and rendred palpable and 
vifible out of all Salts, it being that which without 
doubt lay not hid unto them, therefore it is alfovery 
likely that thofe Philofophers have not without a 
caule of great moment written that a certain Di¬ 
vine or fiery Being did lecrcrlylurk in Salt. 

But that they have intimated not any thing to be 
better, or more noble than that fiery and falufh Spi¬ 
rit may be forcleen by an cafie conjecture ; for if a 
certain divine thing fhall lie hid in Salt as they 
write, it fhall of neceflity iollow that that divine 
fpark being freed from all its earthly bonds fhould be 
far luperiour to all earthly things in beauty, virtues 
efficacy and power; and that next to the eternal God 
himlelf it fhould remain the chiefeft and molt pre¬ 
cious Pearl in the World. 

But who fhall teach us the manner of feparating 
fo precious a Pearl out of the common and Kicchin 
Salt > none but God alone, or fome good friend ; 
who can make his friend a partaker of the know¬ 
ledge received from God i* 

But fince that very few mortals do feck, love, fear 
and honour God with fincere hearts, but do much 
rather cleave fait unto the frail and unjuft Mam¬ 
mon , and attribute divine honour unto the lame ; 
its no wonder that God doth referve thofe things to 
himfelf, or at leaft doth fparingly beftow on us thofe 
things which he abundantly fupplyed the Ancients 
withall from his own bouutifull hand: And moreo¬ 
ver the fame omnipotent Creatour enlightning fome 
fit fubjcCt, with a certain fpark of nature , grants 
unto himalfo fomuch wit that he knows that by a 
due filence he is to beware of this wicked dreg or 
drofs of the World. Whence it is no wonder that 
the light of nature is at this day made known to lo 
few mortals. 

But before I treat in many particulars of that pre¬ 
cious Pearl of Salr, it leems altogether necellarv for 
me', firft to fhew the manner and realbn of extract¬ 
ing that fire out of Kitchin Salt; the reparation 
whereof can be perfected in no other refpeCt than 
through the violence of common fire, to wit, when- 
as the Salt beingmixt with a certain earthly matter 
thac it cannot flow, is urged in a retort with a moft 
ftrong fire, that the more pure part of the Salt, which 
is nothing elfe bur a fharp fpirit, may depart into the 
Receiver jjoyned to the Retort, in which fharp and 
fweet fpirit a moft efficacious fire lurketh which in 
manner following is to be extracted and concentred. 


XII. Of 
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XII. Of the preparation of the fire of Salt. 


T AKE of this acid or (harp fpirit of Salt, reftifie 
it out of a Glafs Retort in fand; the flegm 
will conic over firft, which was put in the receiving 
Vcflel in the firft Diftillation to condenfe orcolledt 
the fpirits the inore commodioufly. After that all 
the flegnyis come off, and acid drops begin to come, 
remove or change your Receiver, and take your fpi¬ 
rits therein continue the Diftillation fo long untill 
all the fpirits become forth, it being indowed with 
an acid fweetnefs, is an effeftcr of very many opera¬ 
tions, which doth bring much profit both in Medi¬ 
cine and Alchymy, as is manifeft out of diverfe of 
any writings, and efpecially our of the 2d. part of 
my Furnaces, and the comfort of Mariners. 

In this fweet and fharp fpirit like Wine there is an 
infernal fire hidden, which doth equally like Coals 
burn up all things put into it, likeasthe fire of wood 
and coalsdoth Vegetables and Animals, and itredu- 
ceth all things which common fire doth, by calcining 
them into afhes, fuch as are immature metals, tin, 
lead and the like, which when they are put into it, 
it burns them up by calcining them into white afhes. 

XIII. A Concentrating the reclified Spirit of Salt into a 
moijl a?id cohl Fire. 

T7 Very Spirit ofSaltconfifteth of two things, to wit, 
JP, Fire and Water, which water the fire doth fo 
firmly co knit to it felf, that it cannot be wholly fe- 
parated by any diftillation or rectifying; but it al¬ 
ways adheres to the fire, how often foever it be rec¬ 
tified or diftilled : if any one therefore delircth by 
rectifying to feparatethem he muff of ncccfiity put 
immature metaMikc fubjeCts to the Spirit ofSalt, the 
which, by how much the more.immature or unripe 
they are, by fo much they render the fpirit of fait 
the purer ; fuch are Lapis Calaminarts , '/.ink , and 
Iron, which by reafon of their rnoift and attracting 
nature, do draw to them that invifiblc fire out of the 
fpirit of fait, as it were that agent whereof (as to 
their maturity or perfection ) they are necellarily 
deltitute, and without which fiery agent, a metal- 
lick kind of body is able to attain unto no perfection 
, in the earth. 

Such metallick fubjeCts therefore, the fpirit of fait, 
they being put into it, affaulteth, and as much as it 
can dilfolves them. This folution being diftilled out 
of a glafs retort by find, with the more gentle fire, 
fends forth nothing but a nicer and unfavoury phlegm, 
the fiery eflence it felf remaining with the mincralin 
the Retort, the which if it be more and more urged, 
and the fire more increafed, that it may become 
plainly burning bright, thep that mineral cannot 
longer retain the fire of the ftilt, but dilinifleth it, 
which defending into the receiving veil'd, is con- 
denfed into a thick and fiery oyl, which is afterwards 
to be kept in ilrong and well ftopt glaffes, bccaufe it 
fumes without intermiffion, and defircs to return in¬ 
to the air, as it were its Chaos from whence it came 
forth. 

This fire is the operator of great effects in Alchymy 
and Medicine, of which effects very few have known 
how to difcourfe. But it hath far different proper¬ 
ties and qualities from that which is extracted out of 
Vitriol, whereof it fhall be afterwards treated. 

And although through the help of this fire-, in¬ 
credible things may be. performed as well by Chy- 


miftsas Phyficians, and other Artificers ; yet it is a 
confuming, deftroying, and alio a ripening fire ; nei¬ 
ther hath it theleaft of the moft noble Pearl with it 
whereof we have made mention above, and the 
which in this preparation is converted intofueha fire. 

That Pearl, if it fhould be extracted or allured out 
of Salt, in my fimple opinion it were to be extraCled 
not bv the benefit of the fire, but through the en¬ 
deavour of metallick and attracting fubjeCts. 

But although I do not profeis my felf to be fo skil¬ 
ful! a Matter, and do not arrogate to my felf the 
knowledge of fo precious a pearl, yet 1 cannot but 
bewray that fmall little fpark of Nature which God 
hath granted unto me, that fo every one may have 
a clear knowledge and fight of what admirable myfi 
teries Salt doth hide in its gwn vile body. 

XIV. The manner whereby that tnojl precious Pearl of 
Salt may at leaf wife infome reJpeH be rendred con- 
Jpicttous or apparent. 

E VEN as I have admonifhed in my foregoing wri¬ 
tings, that the powers, colours, and virtues of 
all Vegetables, Animals,and Minerals are found con¬ 
centred in Fire and Salt, fo alio I now affirm and a f- 
fert the fame thing that by Salt through the benefit 
of Eire, all Vegetables, Animals, and Metals, may 
in their own fpeci'es, nature and properties be in¬ 
creafed and propagated into an infinity. So that 
we have the feeds of them. 

Tor example fake. I prepare Kitchin Salt by the 
fire, that its tartnefs being loft, it puts on the nature 
of an Alcali or Lixivial Salt, I mix fome parts thereof 
with fome barren ’earth, or with naked fand , the 
which I moiften with water, in thefe I fow rhe feeds 
of vegetables, that they may be nourifhed by that 
Salt and may grow, which in thus growing do ob¬ 
tain their own proper figures, virtues and colours, 
they appear green, yellow and red, sky-coloured, 
purple coloured, and white, &c. and have a fweet, 
four, fharp, bitter, favour, even as God hath be- 
ftowed on every particular kind its own proper na¬ 
ture, which operation proceeds from this one onelv 
Salt, and the fiery beams ofrhc Sun being tempered 
with air. 

When therefore Beafts are fed with thefe Herbs 
growing, and receiving nourifhment from the Salt, 
they are of neceflity alfo nourifhed and increafed by 
the fame ; even as alio the fame Herbs growing from 
the fame Salt do fupply nourifhment and increafe 
themfelves. 

But if any one could obtain the true feed of Gold, 
and increafe that feed by the help of Salt and Fire ; 
he might (without doubt,! obtain great plenty of ' 
Gold, but God will not have it that the tail of the 
Goat fhould be as long as the Cows, rhe which being 
lifted up with too much pride, would ftrike out her 
own eyes with her too long tail. 

If therefore all things and Gold ir felf, as alfo Sil¬ 
ver, Pearls, and precious Siones, are after an invi¬ 
fiblc and occult manner hidden in Salt, and may 
by the help of art and nature be rendred palpable 
and vifible ; why alfo might it not come to pafs that 
the inoft excellent Medicine and moft precious Pearl 
of the wife men might be allured forth our of the 
fame Salt l Truly common Pearls are bred out of 
Saltwaters, wherein if the firft matter of Pearls were 
not, after what manner or fort fhould they bewray 
themfelves out of the fame ? Therefore that it may 
evidently be made manifeft, that by the ope¬ 
ration 
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' rarion ofarr, alio Pearls may be e xtracted out of 
Salt which do far c-xccll thole Pearls, which by fifh- 
ing are drawn out of the depth of the Sea, in beauty, 
virtue, cfficacv and excellency ; I will preferibe 
as much indeed as hath been granted unto me, for 
demonftrating the polli iiity ol the thing, a certain 
manner wherebv every one fhall be able to take to 
him a firm and lure foundation of weighing or confi- 
<1. ring of the matter more exactly. 

XV. An operation of alluring forth aFhdofophical Fear l 
tlit of Salt. 

D lflolvcthou in common water, as much of com¬ 
mon Salt as thou wilt, by how much the grea¬ 
ter plenty thou (halt take, by lo much the more thou 
ilialt obtain. 

In like manner difl'olve in <77. fort, one or two Oun¬ 
ces of Silver, pour this lolution of Lune on the diflol- 
ved Salt, and ftir both the diflolutions up and down 
divers times , that it may become white and like un¬ 
to Milk. 1 'or Silver cannot well indure the Salt, but 
departing from it is precipitated to the bottom, and 
there 1 elides, in ihe foim of a fnow-like Powder, 
which by the cirulion or pouring eft' the water is to 
be (eparared and dried. 

This filver powder hath extracted a fpiritual and 
phiiofophieal gold, or the laid precious Pearl out of 
the Salt Water. Becaule Diana hath known no left 
how to tifh Pearls in the Salt Sea, than to hunt wild 
Beafts in the green Woods : But that Pearl is made 
corporal and vilible in manner following. 

XVI. ILtv the Fcarl being attained is made vifible. 

I T is to be noted that that filver powder being thus 
bv it felf, and without an admixture ofother fix- 
xed Salts, doth very hardly by fulion return into its 
former form of lilver, but that it flows like Salt, and 
pierceth any veflel whatsoever, yea doth depart in¬ 
to a fmoak. For the (pints of the Salt do render the 
filver fo fluid and volatile; that it is made altogether 
mercurial; and therefore its more tender and noble 
part may be feparated from its more groft part by 
diftillation,if this could be done by glaflen, or earth¬ 
en, or merallick vellels. 

When this mercury of Lune is melted in an open 
crucible, it vanifheth into fmoak. It being put into 
a Glals Retort, refufeth to yield ro the fire, the 
which being too much increafed makes the glafs 
ro melt, anddeftrojs the glals together with rhe fil¬ 
ver. If earthen vellels Lo ufed, the fame mercury 
pierceth the fame unhurt like oyled Leather, when 
it departs, the Salts alfo depart into fmoak, and do 
leave little grains of lilver adhering to the veflel, 
whereof in this refpect there is made a loft, which 
renders the fublimation void. 

Of Iron vellels alio here is no ule, becaufe of the Salts 
that are admixed with rhe lilver riling up againft the 
Iron, they dilinift the filver reduced 10its ancient bo¬ 
dy, and Lefides a little fpirir of fair they fend forth 
nothing, (o that no feparation is made, but the pure 
and impure do remain co-fnixt. 

For the fake of avoiding thole difcommoditiesl have 
tried many ways and manners in vain, and ar length l 
took notice, that if fuch a matter be added ro the moft 
penetrating mercury of Lune, which may fo hinder its 
efficacy of fblving and co melting, that it may be 
changed into a porous lump, than that, through rhe 
benefit of fire there might be an eafie feparation 


thereof, which without this help doth molt difficultly 
exift. 

In the name of the Lord, therefore adjoyn thou 
unto thy fifhing Net; t liar is, unto the mercury of 
Lune, fuch a matter in due weight and meafure 
which admits not of melting, and which fuflers noc 
the mercury of Lime to conflux, or melt together. 
Such are wooden Coals being reduced into a fine 
powder,with the which being mixapmh the mercury 
of Lune, thou (halt fill thy diflilling veflel, whether 
it be earth, or iron, or glafs which is the beftof all, 
even unto the half part,and fhall fet it in the fire, the 
which is to be gently increafed by degrees, untiljthe 
glafs become burning bright, keep the veflel fo long 
in this heat untill all the fpirits are departed, which 
ceafing, thou fhalr take away the veflel being cold, 
in which thou wilt find the remainder of the mercu¬ 
ry which did notafeend, reduced into a corporal of 
imbodyed filver , or at lcaft wife fuch, to which ad¬ 
ding a little borace is eafily reduced into filver, the 
which doth contain fomewhac of gold ; but keep 
thou that fubtile and pure matter which alccnded ill 
difiillation as a precious treafure, and meditate after 
what fort, or by what means thoumayftbe able to fix 
this precious Pearl, and convert it into a fufible, or 
flowabie, and piercing ftone. 

Burin what refpect, or in what manner this thing 
is to be done, in very deed I cannot tell, becaufel 
am he who have not hitherto had leifurc , nor time 
of perfecting that thing, and therefore! have been 
willing here to fhew onely thefc things which I have 
feen with my eyes, and handled with my hands. 

Another fhall be able by his own judgment to 
make tryal, and to fee what God will beftow upon 
him, I have fhewn in ftcad of the mercurial Statue or 
Image, that which fhall fuffice at prefent. 

XVII. A more eafie manner of obtaining a Fhilofophi- 
cal Fcarl. 

I F thou fhalt be defirous of obtaining a Philofophi" 
cal Pearl after a more eafie manner, thou mufl: 
of neceflity thus operate. 

Unto halfa Loton, /. e. two drams of the mercury 
of Lune, add a little of the powder of Coals, and put 
the conjoyncd matters into a fmall glafs, the which 
fee in a crucible encompafl'ed with fand unco that 
height which the matter in the glafs it (elf fhall deter¬ 
mine. On the mouth of the glafs put a fmall piece of 
fomeglaftthac it may be well covered, and fb place 
thou a left crucible with the upfide downward upon 
that little glafs, that its (top) uemoft and higheft 
bound being overwhelmed with the laid (and may 
drive away all air from that little glafs. 

Set that crucible being in this manner co-fitted, and 
containing the little glafs fhuc up between them in 
live Coals of Wood, and make them bright burning 
hor, that that may remain fired for a quarter of an 
hours fpace, then let them cool, and thou fhalt find 
a little lifted up by fublimation, the reft being mel¬ 
ted by borace, will afford a filver impregnated with 
gold, yet without gain, the which demonftrateth 
onely in the (pace of half an hour, what may be 
done: but what gain may be obtainted by this very 
operation fhall hereafter be fhewn. 

Furthermore it is here to be feen how moft beau- 
tifull a Pearl doth bewray it felf, although very little 
of it come forth, becaufe in this labour no fmall part 
thereof flies away inro the air, and (heweth onely its 
colours alone in the glafs, far more beautifull chan 
gold, filver, and precious ftones; if any one (hall 
C rightly 
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rightly operate, neither (hall there be any Painter ' 
who (hall exprefs it by imitating and painting. 

For this time take what hath beenfpoken in right 
and good part, and immediately weigh thou fo great 
a thing the more exadtly, pray, labour, feek, and in 
leeking thou (halt find (Itch things which thou couldft 
never before have believed. 

The Brethren of ignorance, my enemies, will here 
object again ft metf.and fay, that thefe moft elegant 
colours have drawn their original from the filvcr: un¬ 
to thole I briefly anfwer,That they were indeed ex- 
traded our of the Salt by the help of the filver, but 
that they do not (per fc ) or by themfelves pertain to 
the filver,for if they were of the filver they would al- 
(o be folved by ay. forth, the which, fince it is not 
done, they are not filver, but the meer Amnia or 
Soul of the (alt. That this thing maybe confirmed 
by a more evident argument, 1 bring the folution of 
Saturn or Lead, the which it felf alfo can fifh out 
the fame Pearl f rom Salt, without Silver. If any one 
(hall operate after the fame manner which I but now 
(hewed, I alfo add this, that I am hereafter to reach 
a way whereby Saturn may be able to fifh pure fim- 
ple gold out of all (alts. 

Let us now return unto the moift and cold fire of 
the Philolophers, and fee what an admirable fireGod 
hath hidden in Salt Peter. 

That a moft potent fire doth lurk in Salt Peter is 
not worth our confirming by any argument. That 
horrible Gunpowder which fhakes or rends al! things 
afunder proveth the thing moft manifeftly, and Ay. 
Forth, which diflolveth and deftroyeth all Metals, 
yet another fire of far more powerfull virtue is hid¬ 
den in the fame Salt, which very few have known 
and beheld, and the which we will here make mani¬ 
feft. for the honour of God, and the profit of all 
mankind. 

XVIII. Of the preparation cf the moifi and cold fire of 

Salt Peter. 

T Akc of Potters earth being without fand, and 
burnt, iparts,and i part of Salt Peter very well 
purified, with both thefe matters being reduced into 
powder and well mixed together, fill a gla(s retort 
well coated with clay, put it in a Furnace for diftil- 
lation, and joyn a Receiver to the Neck of the Re¬ 
tort, into which put as many pints or pounds of wa¬ 
ter as there were poundsof Salt Peter mixed with the 
earth, that the Spirits going forth may fo much the 
fooner be condenfed into moifture, after thou haft 
exadtly joyned and luted thy Receiver to the neck 
of the Retort, with a due lute (or clay) kindle a 
fire according to Art by degrees, and the fpirit of the 
Salt Peter (reprefenting a yellow or red mift in going 
forth) will joyn it felf to the water placed in the Re¬ 
ceiver. 

All the Spirits being come forth, take off thy Re¬ 
ceiver, and feparate them from the water, put this 
(harp fpirit of Niter into fome ftrong glafs-. it being 
by diftilation freed from its fuperfluous phlegm and 
redtified, is applied unto Medicinal and Chymical 
ufes : concerning the operations and virtues whereof 
there is mention made in the fecond part of my Fur¬ 
naces, and in the Difpenfatory of Scbroderns. More¬ 
over, the manner of extracting and concentring a fire 
of this fpiritis this. 

Pour this fpirit of Niter on the powder of Lap. Ca- 
laminaris or Zink reduced into fmall little grains that 
it may dilfolve as much as it can: and when it will 


dilfolve no more in the Cold, place the glafs in hot 
fand that it may dilfolve more of the matter, fibre 
the folution and by fand draw off all the phlegm in 
a glafs retorr; the phlegm being all come off, change 
thy Receiver, and increafe thy fire and drive out a 
fiery oyl, which oyl thou (halt keep well ftopt, be- 
caufe it uncelfanrly fuming would wholly vanifh a- 
wav in the Air. 

This fiery finokeofSalt Peter, as alfo that of Vi¬ 
triol, and common Salt, burns up all Herbs, Grafs, 
Leaves and Flowers, and whatfoever it toucheth, 
juft as if they were burnt with a ftrong heat of the 
Sun or Fire. 

And this is the preparation of the moift and cold 
fire of Salt Peter, of the ufe and efficacious operation 
whereof in Medicine and Alchymy, it (hall be more 
exadlly and fully treated on in the following Chap¬ 
ters. 

XIX. Of the moifi fire of Allome. 

\ Llome alfo by the work of Di(filiation and Con- 
l\ centration yields an efficacious fire moft like to 
that of Vitriol, in efficacy and virtues, but the plen¬ 
ty doth not anfwer by reafon of too much earth 
wherewith it abounds, yet if fomewhat of the other 
Salts be added unto it, it rightly and orderly beftows 
its fire. 

XX. Of the mcifi and cold fire of Sulphur. 

A Lthough Sulphur finds not a place in the order 
il ofSalts, becaufe it refufeth the folvingin water, 
yet it contains a vitriolated fait laid up in it, which 
doth not manifeft it felf before that the more fat fub- 
ftance thereof (hall be withdrawn by inflaming, by 
the operation whereof the fait is attenuated or made 
thin, and iscarried on high by the flame like a (harp 
(moke, fb that this (harp fulphureous fpirit burns all 
things which it toucheth, after the manner of all thole 
fires which are drawn out of (alts. 

For the attaining this viniolated and fulphureous 
fpirit the flame of the fulphur is to be received, in a 
certain Alembick made of glafs or earth, peculiarly 
for this operation, wherein that vitriolated fpirit of 
fait condcnfeth it felf, and illues forth like a thick fat, 
and fiery oyl, not unlike to that which is made of 
Vitriol, whereof it is treated on in my Furnaces. 

All thefe things do very evidently confirm thofe 
particulars, which I have many years agoe commit- • 
ted to memory : concerning Sulphur and Vitriol, to 
wit, that Sulphur is the original of all metals, and 
that no metal at all is digged out of the earth, which 
hath not either Vitriol or Sulphur, or for the moft 
part both adjoyned unto it, for no fulphur is defti- 
tute of vitriol, nor vitriol of fulphur, fo that both of 
them do challenge the rife or birth of any kind of 
metals whatfoever unto themlelves. And every 
fulphur is by its own proper agent or vitriolated fair, 
which it hatli in its polTellion by nature (whereto the 
central fire of the earth is an affiftant) excoCTed or 
boiled up more and more into a metal; neither doth 
this univerfal agent orvitriolated (alt depart from the 
fatnefs, or its patient, unrill the fatnefs together with 
the agent (hall depart into a malleable metal, or a 
metal that undergoes the hammer. Lead, iron and 
copper, do make this tiling manifeft, which metals 
do never appear without vitriol and lulphur, and 
that for this caufe ; becaufe they being as yet unripe 
and imperfedt ones, doftand in need of their agent. • 

A lefs 










I 

I 

! 

I 


I 




. 



* 










Fart II. 


The Firjl Century. 


A lcfs plenty of Sulphur or Vitriol is found with filver, 
than with Copper. 

Gold hath little of Vitriol or Sulphur, yea plainly 
none at all, if it fhall attain to its higheft maturity, 
becaule it is then found to be pure and malleable, and 
wants not a further fufion or melting, but by how 
much the more of Copper, Gold, and Silver have, 
by lo much rhe more ol Vitriol or Sulphur they have, 
as alio require the more time for their ex coCtion and 
perfecting. 

from thefe particulars, it manifeftly appears in 
what refpeCt metals may in a long time be generated 
in the bowels of the earth by their firfl principle, 
namely Sulphur ; and may be ripened to perfection, 
by its own Salt, or agent, which it hath in its pofleflion. 

If nature doth clFcft this in a long time, why alio 
may it not come to pafs, that arc fhould perform the 
lame in a fhorter time? 

13 ut let thefe things that have been fpoken be fuf- 
ficicnt, he that underftands not, nor alio perceiveth 
the fcope or mark, which I lb clearly (hew is blind , 
and doth not admit of a remedy for his blindnels. 

Truly I judge thefe few things, ( but yet fuch as 
fhcvv a molt long way with a moft fhining Torch ) to 
be fufficient concerning the rnoift and cold fires of mi¬ 
nerals, by which the ripening and perfecting of me¬ 
tals, are to be perfected as well by nature in the 
bowels of the earth, as by art above the earth. 

N. R. If therefore a mineral may by rhe help and 
impulle ofits own virriolated Salr, wherewith it is 
endowed , be ripened from its vile form and loweft 
degree unto a better, and at length unto the belt of 
all, that is, unto the pureft gold, it being that which 
none {that is feafoned but with the Ieaft knowledge 
of natural things,) will deny. 

Alfo if fuch a Sulphur is hidden in any vegetable, 
which anfwers to a mineral Sulphur in ns nature 
and properties, why alio might it not come to pals, 
that this lame Sulphur might be perfected into na¬ 
ture gold, alike equal to the other ? from hence it 
moft evidently appeareth that in any Herb, although 
the moft abject one, which is promoted by the Sun 
unto its maturity, a fpark of the immature beams of 
Sol may be found, which through the operation of 
art, are to be changed into pure gold. But after 
what manner fuch a Sulphur may be extracted out 
of any Herb or any Wood wharfoever, in all things 
like to a mineral one, I have longlince delivered in 
my little work concerning the nature of Salts, and 
in the lecond part of die rmracttluin mundi, and below 
I willdemonftrate by a much more clear manifefta- 
tion. 

Let us proceed to Animals and Vegetables, and 
confider whether in thefe very things, liich a ripen¬ 
ing fire may be found, and may from thence alfo 
be drawn and made vilible. 

But we muft know that no fmall living creature or 
fmall Herb can grow, live, and receive, increafe 
without a certain fiery and Salt Agent; the which 
although it cannot be believed by any one that is 
lifted up with pride, and of a ftupid brain, yet it in 
very deed exilteth, and can cafily be demonftrated 
by the hand of the Artificer. 

XXI. A moft powerful! manner of extracting a f.rc out 

of any lFood, or any Herb whatfoever, and of rende¬ 
ring it palpable and rjijible. 

F ILL lomc glafs, ftony, or earthen diddling vcf- 
ftl with any dried Wood or dried Herb, and 


diftillcff the Vinegar or fharp liquor from thence, and 
feparate the Oyl from it ; and pour that lharp li¬ 
quor on Lapis Calaminaris , Zink , or afhes of lead, 
which matters do difmifs ail the unfavoury moifture 
in diftilling, and retain the whole fharpnefs with 
themfelves, the which beingdiftilled from thence af- 
ccnds like unto meer fire, it being of great ufe as 
well in Medicine as Alchymy, whereof mention 
fhall be made hereafter. 

But here itis to be noted that this fire extracted by 
diftillation, isonely a part of that fire of the Wood 
and Herbs, and that the other part remains in the 
Coals thereof, which is far more fixed than that 
which afeended, and is that Sulphur which we fipokc 
of but now, which wholly anfwers to the nature of 
a mineral Sulphur, and which may be extracted out 
of rhe Coals being folved by Sal. Alirabilis , which 
fiiall be taught and manifefted in the following Chap¬ 
ter. 

For if there were no fire in them, after what fort 
fhould they burn and draw out heat ? all Coals be¬ 
ing converted into afhes, after that their hidden Sul¬ 
phur hath done its office, the feces of the Wood re¬ 
mains like dead afhes, wherein as yet lies hid a cer¬ 
tain fingular vegetable fire, being altogether of ano¬ 
ther nature, and wholly contrary to that which af- 
ccndcth in Diftillation. This water being extracted 
out of the allies prefents a Lixivium, the which by 
docoCtion exhaleth all the moifture, and leaves the 
reft a fiery Salt, whereof in the fecond part of my 
Difpenfatory. If it be made hot without fufion, or 
melting, it becomes the more fiery, lb that it being 
bound to the skin for lome hours in the bignefs of a 
pea, it burns a fmall hole therein as if it had been 
burnt with a bright burning iron. And therefore 
Chyrurgeons make ufe of fuch fires that they may- 
open unripe Ulcers, or make Blues. 

It may be feen by thefe particulars that in any 
Wood or any Herb, there are alfo fires of divers 
kinds, the which alfo are found in living creatures, 
they being partly volatile and lharp, and partly fix¬ 
ed, and obtaining the nature of silcalies or Lixivi- 
al Salts. 

Both Salts or Fires, after they are conjoyned they 
lofe their fiery nature, and get unto themfelves a- 
nother quality and property ; to wit, a middle one, 
and thelc two contrary fires become an effential tar- 
tarous Salt, and fweet in ufe, wherein no fire ap¬ 
pears, although that fire being turned out and in 
by art, may be again extracted and made vifible. 

Concerning thefe wonderfull changes of nature, 
and converfions out of one fpecies or particular kind 
into another, many things are found up and down 
in my writings. In the firft part of the continuation 
of the miracle of the World, it is manifeftly deferibed 
after what fort a plenty of fuch fire may be attained 
out of Woods, but the concentring thereof is here de¬ 
livered. In general it is here to be noted, that one 
Wood or one Herb doth more abound with fuch a 
fire than another. But by how much any Wood or 
Herb is the elder , and by how much the longer 
the Sun beams have operated on it, by fo much the 
more of fire is in it, as is manifeft from the Vine; 
which hath received plentiful! Rays of that fort, and 
therefore excells all other vegetables in the greater 
and ftrongcr fire, as appears not onely by the bur¬ 
ning fpirit, buc alfo the tartar , or rartarous Salt 
thereof, which is almoft all fire, and yet without 
Diftillation and Calcination it cannot be manifefted. 

That therefore it may be brought forth into open 
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view, and be rcndred vifible, vve mail make ufe of . 
the following operation. 

XXII. The manner of manifefiingthe fire of the Vine. 

F ILL thou a Glals Retort with common Tartar, 
and diftill forth the volatile fpirit and oyl, the 
which thou lhaltfeparatc after a due manner. Great 
virtues arc.in this oyl, whereof I have made menti¬ 
on in thelecond part of my Furnaces. The fpirit is 
to be rectified in B. that the ficrv fubftance onely may 
depart, and the unprofitable fiegm remain behind ; 
the rectified fpiritds to be poured on the fixed Salt, 
(refidingin the Retort, which muft be firft calcined 
by a ltrong fire and made fiery) and from thence a- 
gain diltilled, that the fixed Salt may retain the reft 
of the unprofitable fiegm, and the fpirit attain the 
greater fiery virtues for the performing of wonderfull 
effects in medicine, the which my writings do 
teach. 

XXIII. Another manner of exlraBing or drawing forth 
afar more fironger fire out of Tartar. 

D lflolve thou that Alcalizated Salt from which 
the fpirit was abltracted in rectifying in a little 
water, that it may become a very fiiarp Lixivium 
or Lye ; pour one pound of this Lixivium on two 
pounds of white Tartar in a Gourd, and that being 
reduced into powder, pur on a head which being well 
luted on with clay, let it in fand and kindle a fire by 
degrees, if thou (halt rightly work thou (halt obtain a 
molt fubtile fire, one drop whereof doth burn the 
tongue, as ifir had been touched with a burning Iron. 

Flow wonderfull things may be effected by this 
fire, I have already Ihown in other places of my 
writings. 


World, Macrcccfmus , and man as it were the lcfler 
World, Microcofmtu , and a comparifon being made, 
they have determined that what things are found 
in the great World, the lame are to be found in the 
leffer World, rhar is in Man. 

From whence alfo they unanimoufiy believed, and 
aHb committed to memory, that as well the life of 
the greater, as of the leffer World , doth conlift in a 
(aline and laltifh fpirit, and that this fpirit doth bear 
rule in one place more, in another lets. Neither is 
there any one alfo who will or can deny, that the 
whole earth is filled with Salt as it were its Ballam ; 
and that minerals are alike equally bred thereby in 
the very bowels of the earth, as vegetables are in 
the Superficies. 

Yet notwithftanding the Salt of the great World 
is no where more plentifully found than in water, or 
in the Seas; the which as it is a thing moft known, 
it needs no confirmation. The lame thing is to be un- 
derftood concerning the little World, viz. Man,and 
although'the whole body in all its parts abound with 
their true Ballam, yet a greater plenty of this Salt 
and Balfamick fpirit, is found in his flefh than in his 
bones, a greater plenty likewile in his bloud than in 
his flefh, but rhegreateft plenty in his Bladder, orin 
the Salt Sea of the Idler World, the which is hidden 
to none, but ic is the cuffom not to feek neceffary 
things in remote places, but in places’ nigh where 
they are moll eafie to be found. 

Hence becaufe a more plentifull Salt is no where 
found in man than in his Urine, we of right lay hold 
on an occafion of feeking and con centra: mg the fire 
in the lame, and we make ufe of the following pre¬ 
paration. 

XXVI. The operation of preparing a fre out of man s 

Urine. 


XXIV. A manner of drawing forth as jet a more vehe¬ 
ment fire out of Tarter. 

T ARE of crude Tartar and the Regulus of Mars , 
or the pureft metallick part of iron, the fcoria 
being feparated, equal parts, the which thou (halt 
mix by beating together, put them in a crucible 
with a cover fo well fenced with clay that it may ad¬ 
mit of no air, keep them in a bright burning fire for 
the fpaceof an hour, then take them away. 

From all .thefe particulars ir is made known to 
every one that a vehement fire lies hidden in vegeta¬ 
bles readily lerving for the effecting of many admira¬ 
ble things in Medicine, Alchymy and other arts, 
from the declaring whereof the Ihortnels of time and 
this trearife, commands us at this time toceafe. But 
moreover wc muff lee whether living creatures alfo 
are potent in the fame fire, and in what refpeCt any 
one may be made partakers of the fame. 

XXV. The preparation and Con centration of fire out of 
Animals. 

A S the Vine is the molt noble of all vegetables, 
foman alio isefteemed by all that are indow- 
ed with judgment to be the moft noble of all Ani¬ 
mals, or living Creatures; the truth whereof the 
thing it felf alfirmeth by a plentifull Teftimony. 

Therefore we pals by all other Animals in filence, 
and do here (hew (by the following manner) the 
preparation of that fire onely that lies hid in Man. 
The Ancient Philofophers have called the great 


I TIave at large delivered this operation in the fecond 
part of my Furnaces, whither I refer the Reader; 
where he lhali not onely find a manifold compofing 
of this fire, but alfo its various ule in Medicine. 

But although it be needlcls to deferibe thac opera¬ 
tion there repeated, yet it (eems meet to me (for a 
more evident declaration’s fake) here ro adjoyn fome 
admonitions which concern ic. 

XXVII. Olfervations which concern the preparation of 
an Animal Tire. 

S UCH afire is for the moft part drawn forth out of 
man’sllrine beingputrified by ic felf for the (pace 
of fome weeks, and is by rectifying converted into a 
moiftand fiery cffcnce as the fecond part of my Fur¬ 
naces Iheweth; I have there taught a more ealy 
manner of drawing forth the fame fire out of Sal- 
Armoniack , which is prepared out of Urine, and by 
the addition of a ftrong Lixivium it is diltilled and 
rectified. 

I have alfo taught the manner of preparing the 
fame fire out of Sal-armoniack by the Addition otLa¬ 
pis Calaminaris , bydiftilling it through a Retort. 

Spirits rightly prepared after thefe manners are 
equally profitable in Medicine, Alchymy, and other 
arts; becaufe they are thofe which being well made 
are all of them good, after what manner loeverthey 
may be prepared. 

But although thefe volatile animal fires do readily 
ferve for the performing of famous and notable things 
(and the fixed Salt of Urine it felf, may by Diftillation 
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.mJ rcftihcacinn be con centra ted into another kind 
of tire) yet they arc at a fardiftnnee from that true 
Phi'.ofophical fire which the Ancients have hidden 
with fo great care and diligence, becaufe that in 
thele preparations the beft and chiefeft part of the fire 
flies away and is loft. But this I fry, that thefe fiery 
Spirits of Urine being con-centrated even as I have 
taught them to be, are indeed able to etfeft all thofe 
things which 1 have attributed to them, and fhall as 
yet attribute. But indeed they do not coagulate the 
con centrated fire of the Vine, which coagulation is 
not the leaft key for the compofing of an univerfal 
Medicine. 

I For when the Spirit of Urine attains this nature, 
that by coagulating the moll fubtile Spirit of Wine, 
(when poured on it) intoaSalt, thisSaltextrafts the 
foul of'Gold duely prepared ; the which alfo, if it 
be changed by it felf, and converted into a dry and 
fweet Salt, ’and be fixed, pofieflcth.the virtues of . a 
Medicament of a mod famous and great ufe in Me¬ 
dicine. 

Every one that is illuftrated, but even with the 
leaft light of nature, fhall be able by an eafy bufi 
nefs, to fmell out what may hiddenly lurk under this 

From the mod pure Vine is the fubftance of the 
Spirit of Wine, which ftrengthens the heart of man 
beyond all other things, as alio his brain, and other 
members. 

The Spirit of Urine is the pureft and mod fubtile 
Mercurial Animal Salr, not having its like in penetra¬ 
ting, opening, and refolving. 

This fubtile Mercurial, Animal and piercing fire 
therefore, being joyned to the mod pure vegetable, 
that is, the Spirit of Wine, that it may be changed 
together with it into a dry Medicine, any one fhall 
be able by an eafy conjecture to forelee what it will 
effect in Medicine. 

But that 1 may make manifeft the errour, and de- 
moDftrate the caufe wherefore a Spirit of Urine is fo 
feldom prepared, which will coagulate the Spirit of 
Wine into a Salt, I admonifh that a refpefl be had 
by every one of the following particulars. 

For firft it is to be taken notice of, that the moft 
fubtile part onelyof the Spirit of Urine, and not the 
more grofs part, is fit for the coagulation of the Spi¬ 
rit of Wine: If therefore in the preparation of the 
fame, the moft fubtile part fhall be loft, through the 
negligence or ignorance of the operator, it can in no 
wile be brought to pafs, that the more grofs and 
dreggy part fhould caufe that coagulation. 

But that moft fubtile Spirit doth not onely vanifh 
away in diftillation through an infufticiency of the 
Luteing not being good, but alfo a great part of the 
fame is loft before diftilling, to wit, when the Urine 
being fuccellively gathered, is conftrained to ftand 
and wait too long, fo that the Spirit by little and little 
exhaleth and departs into the Air, efpecially when it 
is gathered together in the Summer or Winter time, 
for that fire not being patient of any extreme, is ex¬ 
pelled by a little heat or cold, and therefore the fic- 
teft times for collecting the fame are the Months 
called March and May, or September and October , in 
which Months the Air is temperate, neither too hot, 
nor too cold, thofe Months therefore are the fitteft 
for collefting and extraftinsr of an Animal fire out 
of it. 

Furthermore, Calx-vive or unjlaked Lime is to be 
added to the Urine ( when putrified) and diftillcd, 
that the infipid water may be fo much the more ea- 


fily or readily feparated from that volatile fire, the 
which is nor clone if it be diftilled per fe. 

I would not pafs by thele few things in filence for 
the fake of the Reader, and of him that is ftudious 
of good Medicines: But after what manner Metals 
may be amended by this Animal fire is not here 
fhewn, but God willing fhall by and by in the fol¬ 
lowing Chapters. But wc pur an end to the pre¬ 
paration and con centration of Animal and Vegetable 
fires, with thele layings, whofe admirable virtues 
and faculties in medicines, Alchimy and other pro¬ 
fitable Arts, fhall here be manifefted in order, as 
much as time will permit. 

Look I pray you on the Elementary Sun, as alio 
on the fire of woods, and the virtues of light, and 
the virtue of both, the which all creatures, and efpe¬ 
cially mankind it felf, is conftrained to make ufe of 
for their own fafety; could even the leaft grafs be¬ 
wray it felf? or any (mall worm be bred and live 
without the Sun ? could any workmanfhip or arti¬ 
fice be exercifed without the help of common fire ? 
the which, if it were nor, we fhould be conftrained 
to eat unboyled Herbs, and raw Flefh like wild 
Beafts : yea, the whole conversion and negotiation 
or traffique among men fhould be wholly taken a- 
way, if earthly fire and light fhould be wanting un¬ 
to us. 

If there were fome one man onely in fome whole 
City or Province, or in a whole Kingdom, who a- 
lone could make others partakers of fire and light, 
would there not be made thegreateft concourfe of all 
men unto him ? but becaufe it is known to every 
one, and everyone hath known by an eafy manner, 
how to ftrike it out of flints, it is had in no efteem, 
for it is cuftomary not to efteem thofe things which 
are made common , although they are pretious. 
The fame thing hath happened tothe fire, the which 
although it ought to be made of greateft account, 
yet it is reckoned of no worth becaufe it is common 
and vulgar. 

But even as the common fire, and that known to 
every one, doth by very many moft profitable ope¬ 
rations bring much good to mortals, who can leaft 
of all want the ufe thereof; fo alfo I affirm that thofe 
artificial and hidden fires are to be very much ac¬ 
counted of, becaufe a Philician can hardly be with¬ 
out them, for the preparations of efficacious Medi¬ 
cines, and a Chvmift can never want for the tranfi 
mutation of the more bafe metals into better, either 
of them without the aid of thole fires fhall perform 
nothing of any great moment in Cbymical La¬ 
bours. 

He that works and is ignorant of fuch fires, what 
will he efFetft in metallick operations? he being con- 
verlant in cold and darknefsis afflicted with the fame 
difficulty, asacertain brewer or baker is, who wants 
wood in the winter feafbn, or who is not able to ufe 
water, it being congealed into ice, the one he cannot 
bake although he hath the beft meal, and the other 
brew drink although he have abundance of the beft 
malt. 

So alfo goes the matter with Alchymical Affairs, the 
want whereof caufeth that we handle not the moft 
noble Alchimy with any profit, but rather receive 
lots from rhe fame, daily experience being witnefs, 
that ioo are wont to be fooner undone than that ic 
happens to any one man to get himfelf riches thereby. 
The blame of which difeommodity is not to be tranf- 
ferred on an impofilbility of the art, but rather to 
be imputed to the want of thofe moift, cold, and 
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ripening fires extracted out of Salts, the which after 
what fort they ought to beufed for the amendment of 
metals, as alfo for medicine and other arts, (hall be 
taughtpartly inthis,and partly in the other Centuries. 

XXVIII. The general life of our concentred fiery and 
ripening Spirits, extra tied out of Salts , in the a- 
msndment and converting of metals into more no¬ 
ble ones \ alfo they reparation of many excellent medi¬ 
caments, and the increafe and amendment of many o- ^ 
ther arts, are briefly here demonfirated ; the which , 
God granting, flail more largely be declared in their 
particular ufe. 

T HAT I may difeourfe in few words whether im¬ 
peded metals may by the operation of the more 
common and grofs Salts, and of the fire be broken, 
deftroyed, cleanfed, and reduced into a better form, 
it being that which the fifth part of the profperity of 
Germany confirmeth by divers experiments. 

I affirm that the pure Spirits of Salts, do with a 
greater efficacy, and far better etfed the fame, the 
which, fince thole fimple Spirits are able, better and 
more eafily to perform than grofs Salts, why fhould 
not alio con-centrated Spirits after the beft and eafi- 
eft manner of all perform the fame thing? 

From a like realon the ufe of Salts {hall not be of 
fo great efficacy in the preparation of medicines, and 
other arts, as the ufeing of common Spirits is; the 
which, notwithftanding being Hill for the mod part 
clogged with much phlegm, do of necelfity not dif- 
clofe fo great virtues, as thofe con centred fiery Spi¬ 
rits do which are freed from all phlegm. 

The Sun-beams are for an example which do not 
fend forth fo great heat, when they are co mixed 
with a moift air, as alfo green and wet Woods do 
not fo vehemently burn with heat, as withered and 
dry ones are wont to do. , 

Yea if the hot beams of the Sun are con centred 
in or by fome hollow glafs increafing the fire, or the 
fires of Coalsby a ftrong blowing of the Bellows, and 
are as it were confixaincd into ffraights or narrow paf 
{ages,they effect ten times, yea one hundred times more 
than thofe which are not centred together after fuch 
a fort. But by how much the more ftriCtly thofe 
forces of the beams of the Sun, or of other fires are 
con centred by lb much the greater, fironger, and 
{harper heat they draw out. 

A burning glafs of one foot Diameter, onely en- 
flames Wood; but one of two foot Diameter will 
melt Tin, Lead, and other metallick matters of that 
fort, which are eafie to be melted, as Bifmuthum, or 
the whiteft, lighteft, and bafeft kind of Lead, Zink , 
the non-fplendent metallick dark matter Koboltum, 
&c. But if you extend the Diameter to four foot, the 
Sun beams taking the ftronger increafe will melt fil- 
ver and copper, and will render iron it felf fo bright 
burning hot,that it may be wroughtwith a hammer, 
as if it had been heated with Coals. This cited is to 
be aferibed unto the con centring of the Sun-beams 
by an inftrument, and to the conftraining of the heat 
of Coals, by Belfows, or Wind. 

The fame thing is to be underftood concerning our 
con centred and moift fires,which ought ro be compa¬ 
red, not onely with the common beams of the Sun, 
or with the heat of Kitchin fire, but alfo with thofe 
Sun-beams which are con-centred by a glafs, and 
with the fiery heat of Coals conftrained or forced by 
windy blafts. Whence they muft of neceffity be of 
greater virtues than the common Salts, and watery 


fpirits of rhem, the which the more quick fghted 
will fufficiently comprehend and believe Simple 
Countrey People do lee this thing with their eyes 
and handle it with their hands, as well knowing that 
the fubtile, hot, fweet Spirits of Wine and Ale, (and 
thofe procuring ftrengthto the hearty when they are 
freed from all moifture by Diftillation, and concen¬ 
tred by Rectification ; effed ten fold more than if 
they had llil! remained with their humidites. 

That thoumayeft underhand the thing more clear¬ 
ly, well weigh thou Grapes, Brcad-CGrn, or the 
Fruits of Trees, which we eat in that fubftance as 
the trees bring rhem forth unro us: and they afford 
us a nourifhmcnt, but not fuch a one, as their juice 
being preffed out, and feparated from its dreggs, and 
by fermentation reduced into a clear and fwcec 
drink. 

If neceffity compel], Bread corn may be ufed for 
nourifhment as it is, yet not fo well as when it is fe¬ 
parated from its husks, being changed into meal, and 
reduced by water into a mals or lump, and Salt and 
Leaven added, and by Fire concoded ordigefted in¬ 
to Bread of the beft Savour. By the fame reafbn 
Bread-corn being boiled in fair water yields a potion 
indeed fomewhat better than the water it felf, but if 
it be artificially handled, and boyled up into Ale or 
Bear, the husks are feparated from the more pure 
juice, the which afterwards by fermentation, lepa- 
rates many dreggs from it, and arrives to a more no¬ 
ble nature, yielding a fweeter and better drink. But 
if the fame juice be after that brought by diftillation 
into a greater purity, and con-centred together by 
rectifying, that the virtues thereof may come into 
a narrow compafs, ( bccaufe it is a mecr firej it will 
cxercife far greater virtues, than grofs Bread corn 
which wants a power of exercifing 16 great virtues. 

So alfo doth it fuccecd with con centrated Salts, to 
wit, when the dreggs arc feparated from them by the 
help of art, and the more pure parts converted, and 
con centred into a fiery fubftance, performing effects 
of great moment in Alchymy. But that Salts do 
commonly deftroy metals,as well by a moift as a dry 
way, is known to every Barber, and perfons of no 
reputation. But after what manner metals being 
deftroyed may be reduced into more noble bodies than 
they were before,there hath been none hirherto(\vho 
being skilled in that artifice or craftj that have not 
hid it with the greateil care. Hence it hath come to 
pals, that nothing of profit hath been perceived from 
metallick tranfmutations, and Alchymy it felf hath 
been made a mock of by rhe molt unskilfull rout of 
ignorant ones, as if it were moft falfe, and at the 
fartheft diftance from truth. 

That this doubt therefore may be taken away,and 
the truth it felf maybe more evidently placed in our 
view, I have refolved in my mind, by God’s affi- 
ftance, to place before rhe eyes of the whole world, 
a true and profitable tranfmutation of metals, by a 
clear defeription, and to affert the certainty of fo 
many writings fet forth by fuch men, by the moft 
true experiments, fo that every one that is feafoned 
but even with a light or ftnall knowledge of the fire, 
may by an eafy bu finds hereafter obtain fome profit 
from them. But I will firft treat of common and crude 
Salts, and then of the fimple Spirits of thole, and at 
length of their con-centred Spirits and Fires, which 
we have taught to extradout of them. 

But before I attempt ro deferibe and affert this 
kingly and noble art, 1 have been led firft to fhew 
the caufe why fome places do occur in the deferipti- 
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j on of the fame, wherein words are omitted, and 
ligns or blanks repoled inftead of the fame. 

Indeed this was therefore done, that the art may 
be concealed from the unworthy, and they in all re- 
l pc vis to be driven from the fame, and may be made 
known onely to Adcptifls, and the Sons of Art. 

Betides alio that all fecrets may not in all places, 
and without difference be divulged, but that the 
thief thing* thereof may be prefcrvcd for friends, 
left they be trodden under foot, and broken to pie¬ 
ces by the unworthy, but that they may be left to 
friends as it were a certain fecret ftroak, and that an 
unknown one to others, for to fight fiiccefsfully. 

1 therefore earneftly require of every one by a 
friendly Petition that he be not fuddenly angry, if 
lie be not able clearly to perceive, by the fharpnefs 
of his wit, all thole things which 1 propofe, but ra¬ 
ther let him confider that they are not written for 
him, but for others ; by whole capacity they can be 
perceived. . Neither isit altogether necefl'ary that all 
do know all things, neither alfo would it be of con¬ 
cernment if friends and enemies attain all thofe 
things in their underftanding alike, without any dif- 
4 ference, which 1 here openly produce by my deferip- 
tions ; it is (ufficient that fome onely, and indeed 
thofe that are worthy may clearly and knowingly 
polivfs the fame, and ceftifie the truth. 

XXIX. An infallible -practice of changing the more im¬ 
perfect Metals into more perfett ones by the help of 
crude Salts. 

A SI have already a little before, and alfo in other 
_Z~jL places of my writings, evidently enough de- 
monftrated that Salts, or the fpirits of Salts, are in 
the earth, or out of the earth a univerfal Agent, pro- 
l moting the maturation or ripening of metals; So 
here 1 again firmly affirm the fame thing, and do 
fay, that by Salts the grofs bodies of metals are de¬ 
ftroyed, and tranf-changed into more noble metals, 
l and that indeed after divers manners, and that 
more eafily or difficultly as any one fhall be more or 
lefs con% r erfant in L-hymical labours. 

1 will hear God willing make manifefl all things, 
yet not to every one, but to the worthy onely ; 
and that indeed alter the manner of a Clock or 
Watch-maker, who taking fome Clock or Watch 
in pieces,dolay upall the parts thereof in fome place 
i without any order ; the which he that is unskiltull 
i in the arr, fhall never again compote and reduce into 
I order. But another who before hath handled that 
art, will by an eafie labour again conjoyn all thofe 
parts, and reduce them into the former body ofa 
Clock or Watch. 

All thofe therefore who have experienced the fore¬ 
going labours to be perfected by the fire, fhall by 
thefe mydeferiptions eafily difpatch or accommodate 
themlelvcs in future things, not eafie to be under- 
ftood by the rout of ignorant perfons which have 
made no experiments in the fire ; who will in 
vain look into thofe things which I have written ; 
no otherwife than as if any one being plainly unskil- 
lull in reading and writing, fliould behold written 
letters, and knows not what they fignihe, or what 
argument they may contain: Such a man it he would 
be angry with the writer, fhould he not do him much 
injury, becaule as being tar remote from the fault of 
that ignorance which hinders him, whereby he can¬ 
not read thele letters which he had never learned to 
read. 

! 


Thefame thing mult be underftood concerning my 
writings, which are openly publifhcd, not for the 
fake of any one, but onely of thofe who have firit 
learned to underhand thofe kind of writings. 

But that I may let upon the thing it felf, and may 
teach the amendment of metals for the better, and 
(hew the very foundation of the whole bufinefs, I 
fay, that a true changing of them is attempted in vain* 
unlefs they are firft deftroyed, and wholly Ulain. A 
grain of Wheat, as Chrift himfelf faith, will never 
increafe or multiply, unlefs it firft putrifies in the 
earth. If therefore metals ought to be deftroyed by 
Putrefa&ion, that muft needs be done by the help of 
Salts, according to the truth of the Philofbphers 
Maxim: the corruption of-one thing, is the ge¬ 
neration of another. The death of one thing, 
is the life of another. Since therefore metals muft die, 
it muft heeds be that death be brought on them by 
enemies, or contrary things, becaufe nothing in na¬ 
tural or artificial things dicth, unlefs it be flain by 
its own enemy. 

Since metals therefore ought to be deftroyed, and 
killed by their enemies; it isofnecdlity that they are 
invaded,tortured, and fo long vexed by thefame, un¬ 
till the Agent astheftronger part,be overcome by the 
Patient as the weaker part ; that it be llain by it, [or 
rather the Patient be overcome by the Agent,] and 
be tranflated into a better nature, in which aftiori 
the Patient ought not to'dcpart from the Agent, but 
to be tortured with an un-intermicting torment. 

Whofoever feeing his enemy and conceives him- 
felfof the weaker force, indeavours as much as in 
him lies to decline him, by retreating, but all occa- 
fions of running away and flipping afide being taken 
away, he is conftrained to deliver his life to his ene¬ 
my,who handles the Patient or futfering party accor¬ 
ding to his own pleafure, and doth whatfoever he 
will, therefore after the fame manner is the melio¬ 
ration of metals, the which although they fhould be 
melted together with Salts their enemies, yet would 
they make little account of them, but would feparate 
themfelvcs from the fame ; fo that every part ofehem 
being unhurt, would keep its own nature and efience. 
But if the Salts do take away the occafion of flight 
from merals, and do inclofe them in their Prifons, 
that they have no way of efcaping, but remain, buf¬ 
fer, and die, then they obtain vidtory over the Salt, 
and of flain metals are made more pure and better. 

This thing is done in the fire by the moift and dry 
way, of which enough hath been fpoken already. 

This is the whole and intire art, and there needs 
no other fuperfluous teachings ; yet he whom thefe 
things doth not fuffice, let him read the following 
operations thorough, wherein hcfhallfind truth, and 
fee with his eyes, and handle with his hand; thofe 
things which have been heretofore impoflibleto him, 
and very many more. 

XXX. After what manner Metals may be fain by their 

enemies and be tranfmuted into better. 

U NTO Metals not one but many enemies are 
adverfe; and part of thofe enemies are ene¬ 
mies to fome and friends to others, but the other 
part is friendly to fome, and at enmity with 
others. For example fake. 

Nothing more profecutes Gold with an hoftile ha¬ 
tred than burning Sulphur and fulphurious Salts,, 
fuch as are Alcalies, and crude tartar ; the caufe of 
this hatred is, becaufeGold is nothing elfe, but a fix¬ 
ed 
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ed Sulphur, and therefore itdifagrecth by a capital 
hatred, with every burning Sulphur; Silver and 
Lead do love every Sulphur, and all fnlpbttreons Salts, 
fuch as are I'hricl, Salt Veter, Salt Armoniack, and 
the like, the which they hand in need of for their 
colour ; they have an hatred again!} Kuchin* Salt, 
becaufe it is of a mercurial nature, and therefore not 
requiring its help, but onely defiring a Sulphur and 
Tincture, Copper, Iron, and Argent vive, or Quick- 
filver do'pofiefs both natures, to wit, a mercurial 
and fulphureotts one, and for that caufe they profecute 
all Sulphurs, and any Salts with love. 

Tin is an enemy of all Salts, whether they are 
fulphurcous or mercurial ones,when it is (lain by Sul¬ 
phur and Salt, and recalled unto life, it obtains a 
more pure and thin or fine body, whether of Gold 
or Silver, according as it (hall be handled. 

Moreover, ifanyfhould delire to obtain as yet a 
better efience out of better metals, its necelfary that 
he flay them bv their enemies, and raife them up a- 
gain by their friends; by how much the greater and 
vehement the enemies are whereby metals are (lain, 
by lo much the more thole metals do fuft'er, and 
with lo much the more famous and better bodies do 
they re-arile. 

The whole art therefore confifteth in this,that me¬ 
tals are overwhelmed by their greateft enemies, are 
flain by them, and after death are leparaced from 
them, and that by their belt friends, are reftored un¬ 
to a better life. 

Thou haft the whole art, neither doth any other 
thing remain than that thou attempt the matter, and 
fet to thine hand. 

For example fake, I will add an operation. Slay 
a light metallick matter by the (harp Spirits of ful- 
phurious Salts, that it may become a white calx; 
free this from the Salt Spirits, by water being pour¬ 
ed thereon, the which being freed, cannot be redu¬ 
ced into a metallick body "by any violence of fire. 
Likewile flay mercurial metals as are B. by mercuri¬ 
al, Salts their enemies, and change them into white 
calx's, the which being freed from their faltnefs, will 
he liejuid or flow able \ mix thole calx’s,to wit, the mer¬ 
curial and fulphurious being flain, put them into a 
double veli'cl of cement, cover the uppermoft with a 
certain plenty of B. fence well the juncture of the ce¬ 
menting vell'el with clay, fet them into a cementing 
furnace,and at the beginning adminifter a gentle fire, 
that the calx's may rile up again!} or adult each other, 
and the fixed lulphur may bind the fugitive flowable 
and mercurial calx’s, D. for although in the cement 
fomething would depart into Imoak, yet that is in¬ 
tercepted by E. and after a certain manner is thus 
exalted into the degree of F. Too much fire is not 
prcfently to be joyned to the cement or plaiftering 
it felf, that fome time may be granted to the matter 
that is fwifit of flight, whereby it may adjoyn it lelf 
unto the fixed matter, and may alfo become fixed 
and conftant with the lame for four hours fpace, 
therefore the fire lhall be lomewhat the more flack, 
and afterwards for the fpace of eight or ten hours, it 
lhall be kept in a clear bright burning heat, that G. 
may not melt: the laid time being ended, the fire is 
to be extinguifhed, and the cementing veflel to be 
taken away, in G. a black or brittle body lhall be 
found containing Silver, the eafy feparation whereof 
we (ball afterwards hear. 

The calx of both metals being coagulated into a 
hard ftone, if by grinding it be reduced inco powder, 
and be put into a furnace fit for this thing, a metallick 


body will be attained, being impregnated, not with 
a little Gold and Silver, especially it the metals lhall 
be flain, not by the Spirits of common Salts, but 
with gradatory martial waters. In this cement, H. 
is rendred aureal or golden, and I. is lil very, by one 
and the fame endeavour. The profit alto it lelf is 
of no finall moment, efpecially if this operation be 
exerciled with the greater quantity, and the bigger 
inftruments alwaies to fupply or afford Silver being 
pregnant with Gold for feparation. 

XXXI. A brief and compendious manner of extracting 
and rendring corporeal, a 'volatile Gold out of coloured 
Flints, Red Talch, Granules or Red Marble Stones , 
Sand, White Clay and the like metallick earths. 

A T the beginning, thefe mineral or metallick 
earths are to be made bright burning hot, to 
be quenched in cold water, and to be broken in a 
mill, into meal or powder. 

After that they are thus broken, thou fhnlt puc 
them into lome Waldenburge, or Cullcin Can, and 
(halt pour fo much of A 7; Regis on them, that 
they may onely Le rroiftened, and let them, toge¬ 
ther with the Can, be p ! aced in a fire of coals, and 
incompafi'ed therewith, to be made hot; after that 
the minerals and Af, Regis have waxed well hot to- 
thcr , fo much hot water is to be poured on thole ve¬ 
ry minerals as lhall be necelfary (or the extracting of 
the Ay, Regis. 

Put the minerals thus moiftened with the water in¬ 
to great pots, and thole made cf the belt earth, ha¬ 
ving many little holes in the bottom, on which lay 
paper for fuflaining of the minerals that they may 
not fall out through the holes, but may difmifs the 
water onely. After the firft water is gone forth, o- 
ther hot water is again to be poured on, and this ef- 
fufion of water is fo long to be continued, untill ic 
depart with the very fame fweetnefs as when it was 
poured on, and no longer offers any fliarpnels to the 
taft. So the common and hot water brings away 
with it the Acj. Regis, and the Aa. Regis Gold out 
of the minerals. 

The earthen pots may be placed in a bench bored 
thorough with holes, through which their bottoms 
may pals, that lb the water may be received in 
vellels fee under them. 

N. B. The minerals may alfo be put into barrels 
or hogsheads having a double bottom, luch as are u- 
led for the cleanfing of Salt-Peter, that lo water 
may be !o long poured on them, untill all the acri¬ 
mony be extracted by the water. 

XXXII. After what manner out of Minerals being 
extracted, a true Salt-Vcter may as yet be gotten with 
profit. 

T HE minerals being after the (aid manner freed 
by extraction, they are to be co nfixed with an 
equal weight of calx vive and wood afties, and caft 
together into an heap under fome open gallery or 
room, that now and then it may be moiftened with 
Urine, or in want of that with Rain-water, as oft as 
they lhall bedryed. 

In this operation the Ay. Regis, which remained 
in the minerals, and was not wholly extracted by 
the hot vvater by the help of the Urine or Rain-wa¬ 
ter, changeth the Salt in the calx vi-ve into the beft 
Salt-Peter, the which may be vvafhed off wirh 

Rain- 
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Rain-water, and boiled up after the wonted manner. 

Therefore after the faid minerals have been hand¬ 
led for half or a whole year alter the laid manner, 
and are by rinceing deprived of the Salt ic felf, 
they may again be (underan open Gallery or Rool 
,1b expofed to the air, that Rain come not at it; col- 
leifted into an heap and be handled after the former 
manner, for the ^applying (in their own time) new 
Salt Peter,- the which may be done for many years 
together. So a'lo from that Aq. Regis which could 
not be drawn forth Jrpm the minerals, a profit is 
received. 

The caufe of this Salt Peter, its being made, is this, 
becaufe the Aq. fonts, or Aq. Regis, or Spirit of 
N:tre in the fame Waters, contains as it were the 
feed of Salt Peter, it obtains thac nature, that like 
an Herb it may take an increafe from other Salts, 
and be multiplied ; whence perhaps the old pro¬ 
verb arofe, to low Salt, which thing the ignorant 
have received with mock, faying after what fort 
can Salt be fown and multiplied, when it is folved 
and drawn from Rain water i But it hath lain hid 
from thole, what kind of Salt it is, and after what 
manner it is to be (own ; the which we have here 
demonftrated, alio the faying of the Ancient Philo- 
lophers, aliening that Salt may be fown and multi¬ 
plied like Vegetables. 

As to what pertains to thofo fharp waters, where¬ 
by gold is extracted out of minerals, by what skill 
they are to be handled as alfo without lofs, yea that 
they may render that gold with profit; the follow¬ 
ing operations are to be obforved. 

XXXIII. A way (hewing the extraction of a volatile 
and fixed Gold out of the Water , from which the Mi¬ 
nerals are withdrawn , and the profit which may he re¬ 
ceived hy that Water. 

T HE bed way is this, into thefolution of gold, or 
into the water which conraineth gold, pour 
in the folution of Lune or Saturn more or Ids, even 
as you fufped more or left of gold to be in that wa¬ 
ter : As for example. Let there be in the water two 
or three half ounces of gold, dilfolve thou therefore 
about two or three half ounces of filver, or lead, in 
aq.fortis, and pour this folution into the water con¬ 
taining the gold, be it more or lefs, mix them well 
together by fhaking or flirting, that the water may 
obtain the form of milk ; after they have fettled 
in quietnefs, (hake or flir them again, and repeat 
this motion for divers times the fpace of one hour, 
and at length fuffer all quietly to fettle to the bottom. 
Separate all the clear water from the fedimenc by 
pouring it our, and flrain the fedimenr it felf through 
a filtre, that the water may be wholly feparated 
from the filver. 

This filver is to be dried, and reduced into its for¬ 
mer body, after the manner which fhall by and by 
follow. 

N. B. If the filver or lead had nor extraded all 
the gold, the which may eafily happen, yet that 
gold is not loft, for becaufe fweet water whereby the 
Aq. Regis is weakened is prefonr, the which now 
remains unfit for another ufe of extracting out of mi¬ 
nerals ; now by the folution of Lune or Saturn de¬ 
prived of their gold, a fharp Lixivium made of wood- 
afhes, and Calxvive may be poured on the fame, 
with which a little is to be added or 

admixed. For do precipitate or fix 

all gold in folutions. 


After this manner the Aq Regis is killed, and e- 
very metal which it has yet retainech, it difmilfeth 
like a yellow powder, whether it be gold alone, or 
mixed with copper or iron, which powder is to be 
dried, and reduced after the manner which (hall 
ftrait-way be taught. 

N. B. Thac che water after the total precipitating 
of the metals, being exhaled in a Oppper Kettle unto 
a chin skin, and expofed in peculiar vellels unto the 
cold, ic will afford thee a beautifull Salt-peter, con¬ 
creted or grown together into drops or Ice-acles, 
whereof thou mayTr again make an Aq fortis, to be 
again made ufe of for the like operations. 

' He that fhall rightly operate fhall geefo much 
Salt Peter as will recompence the charges of the Aq. 
forth, and A<]. Regis : So that he fhall extrad his 
gold without coffs. For five or fix pounds of A], 
forth, wherein two or three pounds of Salt is diflol- 
ved, and the which hath at length been precipitated 
by a fharp Lixivium prepared with Calx vive , doth 
render ten pound of Salt Peter, the which doth 
anlwer the price of five pound of Aq. fertis , and 
this is the manner ofextrading gold out of minerals 
withouc coft. 

XXXIV. Another and better manner of ext ratling gold 
by Aq. Regis. 

T AKE of by torrifying made into 

afhes, pour the extradion into an iron Pot,and 
ftir the Calx with an iron Spatula while it boileth. 
All the fharp fpirits do flick fall to the the 

phlegm alone vanifhech by exhalation. When there¬ 
fore the fpirits are wholly con-centred with the 
and are dried, they are 

to be put into a clofe Tigil or Crucible upon 
Coals in a fecret Crucible or melting Pot, then the 
fire expels the con centred fpirits into a receiving 
vellel ; the which fpirits may be ufed for a new ex- 
tradion. A fugacious gold mixr with iron, remain¬ 
ed! with the which Calx 

being reduced in a Furnace fit for thofe operations, 
which the Germans do call Stichofen, draws out a 
lead mixr with gold, the which being expelled by a 
Cupel enrichech che operators with the belt gold 
and filver. 

N. B. But if fuch lead fhouldnot contain fb much 
of gold and filver, as thac it fhould delervea fepara- 
tion by a Cupel, that is again to be mixt with 

and to be reduced into afhes, and the operation 
is fo long to be repeated, untill the lead being rich 
enough in gold, may deferve that feparation. 

The feparation is alfo to be perfeded with the 
Bellows, left fo great a plenty of lead fhould be mel¬ 
ted ouc ofthe Tefts, which operation requires much 
fire, yet the lead may be colleded or conjoyned in 
the Teft withouc a waftefull melting, as fhall be 
taught hereafter. 

XXXV. An tafie making or comprfng of Aq. Regis , 
for extracting of minerals. 

B Ecaufe a plenteous quantity of fpirit of Salt is 
eafily prepared, the Salt Peter is onely to be dif- 
folved therein, and with that folution minerals are 
to be extraded. For the Salt Peter ftrengthens the 
fpiric of Salt, that it can fo much the more eafier 
fee upon and fnatch to it the tender gold in thofe 
minerals. 
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The fame fpiric of Salt, may alfo without any 
rectifying, be adminiftred for this operation, to wit, 
fuch as alcends in the firft Diftillation. 


XXXVI. Amber as jet more eafier way of preparing 
At]. Regis for extraction. 


B Ecaufe filvcr doth always in this operation be¬ 
wray its being impregnated with go.d, whicti 
is to be feparated by Aq. fori is, the fblution of 1' er 
is alfo fitly ufed to extraft after this manner. 

Pour the laid lolurion into Aq. Regis which hatli 
extracted gold, that the filver may artraCt the grea 
tell part thereof to it felf. But the fame Ay. Regis 
may again extract other gold, and be attracted b) 
the (olution of filver. 

But if there fiiould be no folution of filver in rca 
dinels, the gold extracted is con-centred with 
and the operation is perfected by the means or a ter 
the manner abovefaid, by driving the fpiric out of 
tlie and by reducing 

it in a Furnace, called by the Germans Stichofen , as 
was laid before. 

N. B. Aq. fort is being diflolved therein, or pou¬ 
red on or into Aq. Regis, or the nitrous fpiritof Salt, 
it adds an increafe and ftrength to th c Aq. Regis, 
becaule Aq. fort is doth corroborate the Ipirit of Salt 
better than Sait Peter. 


This filver thou (halt bv fufion reduce into grains, 
and (halt feparate the gold from the fame in Aq. for. 
tis. And thou fhalc again apply rhe filver thus re¬ 
duced unto a new labour, in which labour thou pro¬ 
ceeding without intcrmilTion fhalc have a continual 
feparatory operation of gold and fi.'ver ; and this 
labour thou mayeft exercile with great profit in all 
places. 


XXXIX. Another manner 

volatile filver, with greater profit. 


of reducing 


a fugacious or 


P Lace thou at the Stern of this little golden Ship, 
a little fifh-whofe name is Remora, that it may 


XXXVII. How the Calx of filver, which hath fijhed 
out gold by Aq. Regis, is to be recovered. 


W HEN the folution of filver is poured into Aq. 

Regis, and the chiefeft part of the gold is ex¬ 
tracted; reft is fo long granted unto it, that the 
Calx of the filver may iettle to the bottom, and af¬ 
terwards the Aq. Regis by pouring it forth is fepara- 
>ted, cleared from the Calx of the filver, again tp be 
ufed fora new extraction; unlefs perhaps as much 
of iron had been admixed with it, in which cafe 
the white Calx of the filver is put 
into fome Cloath laid in an earthen or glafsTonncl, 
and hot water is to be poured on it, to take away 
with it the Aq. Regis, which is left in the Calx of the 
filver. The remaining water is to be prefled out of 
the Towel or Cloath, and the Calx dried, and re¬ 
duced in the fecret Crucible, or is made ufe of in 
the con centring of into filver or 

gold, viz., gold and filver 


be fpoiled of its fwiftnefs and may be at a Hand, call 
this filver little Ship with the little fifh Remora, fit¬ 
ting at its Stern, into a clofe and fquarc Tigil or 
Crucible, that by fufion they may depart into one 
body. In this fufion not oncly all the filver is re¬ 
turned without any lofs into its former body, but 
alfo is by the white Finns of the little fifh, augmented 
with a certain increafe of its weight, and becomes 
more golden ; fo that by this additamenr more of 
better filver is gotten, than if bv the addition of 
other things it had been reilored to its former body. 

What other profits any one may be able to ob¬ 
tain through the help of this volatile filver, we will 
God willing hereafter teach. 

Thefe are the things which I at this time have 
been willing to teach, concerning the extraction of 
a volatile gold out of ftoncs, and the more poor mi¬ 
nerals, asalfbofthc extending or bringing forward 
filver by fuccefiivc degrees into gold ; of which mat¬ 
ter more things fhall be fpoken in other places. 


XL. An operation, teaching to extratit Stones and Mi¬ 
nerals, or Mines that are poor in Silver, and Copper 
by a moifi way. 


XXXVIII. After what manner precipitated filver is to 
be reduced without a lofs of its weight. 


S Eeing the greateft fugacity is procured unto this 
Calx of filver, fo that its former body cannot 
be reftored unto it in common Crucibles without 
great lofs, this difeommodity cannot after a more 
convenient manner be prevented than by that 
which follows. 

Mix thou an equal weight of 

with this volatile Calx, and caft 
it into a clofc bright burning Crucible, that is nar¬ 
row above, and broad beneath; the which after 
thou haft covered with a Cover, and well fenced 
with the lute of Wifedom, thou fhall melt the mat¬ 
ter together, nothing whereof fhall depart into 
fmoke, neither fhall fo much as the leaft of it pierce 
through the Crucible, and all the filver which the 
gold received is by this means attained without any 
lofs. 




T Hefc matters being made bright burning hor, 
arc to be quenched with water, then moiften- 
cd and extracted with Aq. fortis ; after the fame 
manner as was taught above concerning the mine¬ 
rals of gold, and no difference is here met with but 
in the waters extraeftirg, fincc gold is extracted with 
Aq. Regis, and filver with Aq. fortis. 

If the minerals or mines of gold and filver are at 
once in readinefs, the gold is extracted by Aq. Regis, 
and the filver by Aq. fortis, and the foltitions are to 
be united, in which diflblving, rhe filver being pre¬ 
cipitated by the Aq. Regis, doth alfo fnatch with it 
the gold from the Aq. Regis ; and although copper 
fhall be prefent with the mine of filver, and it be 
extracted together with rhe filver by Aq. fonts, yet 
it is no impediment to the operation, for the filver 
and gold do fink to the bottom, and the copper is 
retained by the Aq. Regis to be afterwards adminif- 
tred for a new operation, and that indeed as often 
as any one fhall be willing. 

The copper is recovered from the Aq. Regis by 
thin plates of iron being put therein, which opera¬ 
tion makes the Aq. Regis red, and wholly unfit for 
the like labours. 

Therefore the iron being then fpiritual, promotes 
fomething out of the lead unto the degree of gold, 
and fo the Aq. Regis being thus often ufed, it is a- 
gain rendrsd profitable. 


XLI. A 
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XL!. A more eafy manner as yet by far, of plentifully 
extra Amy Gold and Silver out of poor mines, as 
Sand, 11'bite-Clay, and ether the like minerals, by 
fire without fitfion. 

T HE mine or mineral Argilla, or White-Clay ,&c. 

containing a volatile and fixed Gold, being ro¬ 
lled or calcined, and broken in pieces in a mill, fill 
thou a glals gourd therewith fenced with clay, or 
made of the belt earth, half full, and pour fb much 
of the following mcnflruttm on that matter, as that 
ic may be well moiftened : but as fbon as that men- 
firuum is poured thereon, it prclently begins to give 
a fmoak, wherefore it is altogether neceflary, that 
thou prcfently put a head on the gourd or body, 
which is to be fet in land, and all the moifture fepa- 
rated by diftilling, and that while the diftillation is 
performing the gold may be dilfolved, but the fol- 
ving matter it felt is to be collected in a receiver by 
it (elf, the which hath the virtues of Aq. Regis, and 
may be again applyed for life, as (hall by and by be 
fhewn. 

Afrer that all the humidity is come forth, take 
the gourd (being cold ) our of the land, and pour 
fome water on the matter that it may become loft, 
and thac a Salt may be extracted from it, wherein 
the Gold lurketh, which was contained in the mine; 
coagulate the Lixivium being full of Gold, into a 
Red-Salt, the which by adding Litharge, is to be 
melted in fitch Crucibles which are not broken. 

The Litharge draws the Gold unto it our of the 
Salt, which is to be feparated from the Lead, after 
that manner which fhall be Ihewn in the following 
Chapters or Treadles. 

XLII. The preparation of a Water mceffary for the ex- ] 
trading of Gold. 

'jpAKE of 

this water of finall charges, which thou (halt 
prepare plentifully Without trouble, pour up¬ 
on mines, and again feparare it by diftillation, 
to be again uled in new labours, that there may 
be no need to prepare it again anew, becaufe this 
doth not onely alwaies remain effectual, but alio is 
increaied in every operation .- So that thou mayeft 
be able to ex trait mines and minerals ad infinitum, 
if fo be thou (halt prepare but one pound or pint at 
the firft. 

N. B. By this means all Gold how little foever it be, 
is plentifully extracted out of flints, land, and any 
other minerals, without any coft excepting fire. 

XLIII. Another water for extracting fiver. 

'JpAKE 

this water extraCteth filver out ofihe poor mines of 
filver, (and, and (tones ; the operation of the fame, 
is like the former one, and itsincreafe is like the in- 
creafe of the former water, fo that after this manner 
filver may be plentifully extracted out of poor mi¬ 
nerals, and no other coft is required befides fire. 

N. B. Inftead of may 

be taken fince it performs the fame thing in extrac¬ 
ting, which the other performeth. 


XLIV. Another cafe manner of plentifully extracting 
gold and fiver cut cf poor minerals, it being of little 
or no ccfi. 

M IX thou the mine or minerals with the requi- 
lite waters, fill with the fame 

of good earth, fet them near each 
other in a great put ic in a nd 

diftill the fpirits, which pay all the charges, and 
which fupply gold and filver without any colts, the 
which is to be received by lead. 

XLV. Another more cafe manner of extracting gold and 
fiver out of minerals. 

M IX the mine or mineral with the requifite wa¬ 
ters, and moiften ic by degrees, caft the whole 
* nt0 . . the fpirits depart into a 

receiving vefi'cl, and in the time of diftillation, the 
gold and filver are dilfolved by that dilfolvant, 
the which being extracted, remain with or among 
and are rinced by water out: 
of the mineral, fo that they arc attained without 
cofts, and the fpirits being collected in the receiving 
velfcl, do recompence all charges. 

XLVI. A?i eafie operation of phntifull extracting void 
and filver out of fat white Clay or Totters-carth . 

Lthough gold and filver be extracted out of 
minerals by moift waters, by a troublefome 
operation as we have taught in the beginning, yet 
fuch an extraction brings no fmall profit, becaufc 
they may be freed from thofe waters by precipita¬ 
tion ; anti thofe very waters do readily ferve for the 
making or preparing of Sale Peter. Wirh a fat Ar¬ 
gilla or white Clay, the matter goes otherwife, be¬ 
caufe the fpirit hach crept into the fat earth, and 
Icarce a half part is received, unlefs the earth be 
firft deprived of its fatnefs by making burning bright 
it being that which doth alfo require itsown peculiar 
labour. 

Seeing that therefore in all places of the world, 
wherefoever earth is found, fitch fat white Clays 
containing gold and filver do plentifully offer them- 
felves, and none hath been hitherto found, who 
hath indcavoured to extract and bring them to ufe, 
efpecially whenas they contain but little of gold or 
filver, not able to defray the charges of the lead be- 
ftowed. 

I could not bur open a very eafie way of perfor¬ 
ming that thing with no fmall profit, the which is 
perfected by the following labour. 

Mix fuch an earth containing gold or filver, with 
or of that greater one, and caft 
it by degrees into my firft or lecond Diftillatory 
Furnaces, and draw forth the fpirits by diftilling, 
that the folvcdgold or filver may remain in 

From that which is broken by a Mill or grin¬ 
ding is wafhed off with hoc 

water, and is reduced by lead as is fhewed before. 

XLVII. After what manner by the help of art, gold 
may be eafly and plenteoufy extracted from the fand 
of Granates, Agaths, Saphyrs, and Rubies, and 
other ficney Mineral earths, which do neither admit 
of fufon, nor Lead , norjharp Waters. 

I T is certain thac all Granates or Marbles, the red, 
black, afh-coloured, duskifh, alfo of whatfoever 

colour 
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Colour they are, or wherefoever they are found, 1 
wheiher in Brooks or Rivers, or in Sand, or fat 
Earth, or in high Rocks, do always contain much 
of Gold, but that by reafon of their glally nature, 
they cannot be tamed by Aq.fortis's, and by reafon 
of their moft difficult fufion cannot be wrought by 
Saturn or Lead ; for that caufe they have made 
none partaker of their gold,and they have been neg¬ 
lected as unprofitable earths, whenas notwith(lan¬ 
ding they being handled by little labour, they are 
able to afford much gold. 

Some one therefore may ask, becaufe they can¬ 
not be fubdued cither by lead or Aqua forties, what 
courfe muff be taken, that gold may be extracted 
out of their bowels ? I anfwer. 

and alfo by a Fufible 

they may be fb overcome, that the gold which 
they have may be withdrawn from them with profit, 
f or becaufe they can bear 

the fire, they are and perform by a 

double labour, one through their fharpnefs, and 
another by reafon of a flrong fire, fb that nothing 
is fafe from fo great forces, but all things are con 
{trained to yield unto fb grear violence. Hence they 
do willingly afterwards enter the Salt of Lead, and 
in time of melting do readily draw out their gold. 

XLVIII. A mofi firm demonfiratim, that fiiarp Wa¬ 
ters and Salts after the manner of the •ways hitherto 
defcribed t do draw forth more Gold and Silver as it 
were without cofi, cut of Mines or Minerals con¬ 
taining Gold and Silver , than fumptuom or cofly 
melting Fires. 

I T is not unknown to every one that is feafoned but 
even with a mean knowledge of gold bearing 
Mines, that without the addition of Lead or other 
flowable things, Gold can in no wife be melted out 
of them, whenas therefore there is little Gold in 
thofe, and nevcrthelefs much of Lead or other mat¬ 
ters is required to" be added for an eafie fufion or 
melting fake, who fhall be fit for the undergoing of 
fb great cofts ? Hence it hath come to pals that fuch 
poor minerals could bring nothing of profit in com¬ 
mon. 

It being alfb granted, that there is fo much of 
Gold and Silver in Minerals, that they will defray 
the charges of fire and fufion, and afford Gold and 
Silver with profit,- yet fuch operations are not com¬ 
parable to my inventions ufing Waters and Salts, no 
more than as Water to Wine, or Night to Day. 

For firff, fufion or melting far exceeds in its coils 
the extraction which is perfeCled by Salt and Wa¬ 
ters And then it can never be brought to pafs 
that fufion fhou'.d expell all the Gold and Silver out 
of Mines and Minerals, but leaves fome thereof in 
the droffes, next alfo there is made a lofs of all the 
volatile Gold and Silver, which are caft forth by 
a moftftrongfire, and driven away into the air ; on 
the contrary, of the more ample and wealthy pro¬ 
fits, vvhich the extraction of Gold and Silver out of 
Minerals bringerb, this is not theleaft, that nor one- 
ly all the Gold and Silver which is fixed, is drawn 
out without any detriment or lofs, but alfb thofe 
two metals being as yet volatile are extracted atonce 
and made fixt and conftant in the fire, whenas not- 
withftanding by the vehemence of a melting fire, 
they are wholly difperfed and reduced into nothing. 
For the Waters of Salts do fix the volatile fugative 
fpirits of Gold and Silver, the which by the vehe¬ 


ment blafts of Bellows, are rendred as yet far more 
volatile, fo that by the help of fufion fcarce half the 
Gold is gotten which the extraction by the Waters 
ofSa't affordeth. 

Add to this, that not onely all the Silver and 
Gold, as well the volatile as the fixt is gotten to¬ 
gether without any lofs, but alfo rhe charges of 
Coals are far lefs, and one operatour may perform 
as much of this extraction of Gold and Silver, as 
three in the labour of fufion or melting. 

From hence it is eafily to be feen, how much pro¬ 
fit and fruit may be gained by this my molt excellent 
invention in all places of Germany. For this extrac¬ 
tion is not onely for extracting Gold and Silver as 
well out of rich as poor Mines, but alfo fnarcheth out 
all the Gold and Silver, in Flints tinged with any 
colour, wherewith all Brocks, Rivers, and Fields 
are fi led 

Now follow (lime particular tranfmutations of the 
imperfeCt Metals into more perfect ones, by common 
fire, and Crude Salt, and by the not common con¬ 
centred moift fire of Salt. 

XLIX. A fundamental and evident demonf ration, that 
a true tranfmutalion, or tranf-ebanging of Metals 
may be exercifed in all places of the earth , wherefoever 
Men may dwell , yea in the leaf Cottages of Ccuntrey 
folks , and indeed by the fame matters and vefels 
which are found in them. 

» 

I T is well known, that even the pooreft and vileft 
or meaneft Countrey can want neither fire, nor 
fait, nor earthen vclfels, nectary for the boyling 
of Meats. Therefore being furnifhed with Salt, a 
piece of Copper of fome old Kettle fhall eafily fup- 
ply him, the which it fhall be free for him, by fire 
and fait to tranf change into a better and more no¬ 
ble body, but becaufe Man hath a far better and 
commodious Salt for the tranfmutation of Metals in 
his polleffion, which excells common Salt in its good- 
nefs, he may of right and worthily make ufe of his 
own proper Salt before a ftrange and foreign one, 
and that after this manner. 

Boil thy own, or the Urine of another man, to 
the confiltancy of Honey, in vvhich decoction, all 
the unprofitable moifture of the Urine departs by 
exhalation, and the Salt thereof remains in the Ket¬ 
tle or earthen Pot; admix thou with this condenfed 
Urine, fb much of Calx-vive, or the aflies of burnt 
Woods, that it may come into a thick or grofs lump. 
But thin plates of Copper cut in pieces, and purged 
by making them bl ight burning hot ought to be in 
readinefs, and alfo an earthen Pot having its Cover, 
wherein let that mafs of Urine, and Calx-vive , to¬ 
gether with the thin plates of Copper be put; when 
thou haft all thefe things in a readinefs, mix the U- 
rine as abovefaid with the Calx' or flack-lime orafhes, 
and fill th v Pot to the height of three" or four fingers, 
upon vvhich put fome of the plates of Copper, and 
fb fhatumJuper-flratum till the Pot is full, then cover 
it with its Cover, which thou (halt well fence with 
Lute made of Meal, Water, and Paper, that not 
any vapour at all may come forth. For alloon as 
the Calx-vive is mixed with the condenfed or co- 
thickned Urine, the fpirit of Urine begins to operate 
by its own proper efficacy, and therefore it is ne- 
ceffary that the Cover be ftraightway laid on the 
Pot, and be fenced with a due Lute or Clay ; the 
Pot being thus filled and cover’d, fetitafide in fome 
certain place for the fpace of half a year, in vvhich 
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time the lpirit of Urine being ftirred up by the 
Calx-vtve, difplays its virtues on the Copper, and 
exalts it into a higher degree, as that it is tinged of 
a skie and green colour mixed, and is rendred fit 
for the Painters Arc ; one pound whereof is more 
worth than two or,three pounds of Copper, one 
pound whereof doth for the moft part render one 
pound with four or five ounces of this colour, and 
and fo it affords a profitable tranfmutation of Cop¬ 
per. 

- 

L. After what wanner, out of this partly Green, part¬ 
ly Skie-colour of Copper , Gold and Silver is to be 
feparated. 


"I 

A 


' 


I 


>!' 

1 ' 


H E that defircs to feparatc Gold and Silver out 
of this colour, whereof no great niafles are at¬ 
tained, but onely and alone whereby it is demon- 
ltrated that the thing may be done, he mud ufe the 
following operation. 

Firft, he muff take good heed in taking the co¬ 
lour ouc of the earthen Pot, left any thing of the 
mats of the Urine, and Calx be mixed with the beau- 
tifull colour, and render it impure. 

The thin plates being taken out, they are to be 
often crookedly bowed, and moved upwards and 
downwards, that the colour may fall otf from the 
plates like icales. The remaining Copper which is 
not yet turned into colour, is relerved for a new 
labour ; to be repeated after thefame manner. Wine- 
vinegar is poured on the colour, or the fharp wa¬ 
ter of Tartar extracted after the Diftillation ofaduft 
Wine from its Lees, with water by decoCtion, and 
it is to be fo long boiled in a Copper Kettle, or an 
earthen Pot glazed, till all the colour fhall be fblved; 
the folution being caft into a Filtre, the Vinegar or 
Water of Tartar onely pafi'eth through, and a red- 
difli powder is left in the Filtre, the which being 
melted with Lead in a Cupel, after the exhalation 
of the Lead, it leaves a grain of Gold. For the fpi- 
rit of Urine hath ripened lomewhat of the Copper 
into Gold, which the Vinegar or Water of Tartar 
d:d not dilfolve but left, attracting onely the Copper 
by folution. And becaufe fomewhat of Silver is ri¬ 
pened in the Copper through this fame operation, 
and is dillolved with the Copper, by the Vinegar 
or Water of Tartar, (bmething of common Salt is to 
be added to the Water of Tartar or Vinegar, that 
the Silver may not be fblved by the fame, but may 
remain with the Calx of Gold, and may be retained 
with the fame. 

iV. B. Pure and clear Vinegar ought to be taken 
for this labour, if you would prderve the colour 
unhurt, for after fome part of the Vinegar is evapo¬ 
rated away, the green colour of the Copper grows 
together into fair green fmall ftones, one pound 
whereof is more to be efteemed than five or fix 
pounds of Verdi greafe, which is fold in the Shops. 

This artificial operation therefore affords a beau- 
tifull and chrilfalline vitriol of Venus, and fome fmall 
quantity of Gold and Silver ; whereof although 
there be not lb great plenty that it may bring profit, 
yet it (hews the poftibility of the thing, and teach- 
eth that a tranfmutation of Metals, may be exercifed 
in any fmall Cottage by any Countrey Man. 

But if any one fhall colled Urine, and extract 
from thence the volatile fpirit of its Salt by Diftilla¬ 
tion, he fhall far more deeply pierce the heart of 
the Copper, and fhall obtain more of Gold and Si] 
ver than he can get by the but now mentioned 


ruftical labour, of which matter more things are 
found in other places of my Writings. 


LI. After what fort pure Gold may be extra fled out of 
any Copper. 

I N all Copper a fpiritual occult Gold lies hid, the 
which in the labour of feparation by Lead in a 
Cupel or Teft, is not taken notice of or confidered. 
But this very Gold is nothing elfe but the colour of 
Copper, fo firmly adhering unto its body, that it 
remaineth very difficult to be feparated from thence, 
but the operation being rightly inftituted, although 
it be not gainful], yet it demonftratesa poftibility of 
the thing; for the fake of experiencing whereof, to 
wit, whether there be Gold in all Copper, thou 
muft labour after the following manner. 

Diftolve Copper in Aq. Regis, and pour much 
water on the folution, that by this water the diflol- 
ved Copper may be largely dilfufed. Into this folution 
diffufed by the water, pour Lead that is diflolved in 
Aq. Fortis, fo that one or two half ounces of Lead 
mayanfwer to one pound of Copper. But as often 
as the Lead fhall fettle to the bottom, thou ihaltfhake 
or ftir it, that the folution may be well mixed, and 
that the Lead may attract fomething of Gold; and 
may precipitate it with it felf to the bottom, the 
which being dried and feparated in a Cupel, will 
leave a fmall quantity of Gold, not for an argument 
of profit, but a token of a poftibility, which tefiifies 
that there is Gold in all Copper. But if any thing 
of profit were to be received, fuch Copper was to 
be taken which was already changed into vitriol. 
But among vitriols the Hungarian, Cyprian, Indian ; 
Japanick, and other the like do excell, which do of¬ 
fer themfelves in the Mines of Gold-bearing Copper, 
and are handled after the following manner. 

LII. the manner of extra fling Gold out of natural vi¬ 
triol. 

D iftolve thou vitriol in common water, and pour 
on the vitriol diflolved, a littled of dilfolved 
Lead, and ftir both folutions by frequent motions, 
that the Lead may attract the Gold out of the vitri¬ 
ol, to be dried and feparated by a Cupel, which 
will remain like a grain of greater or lelfer quantity, 
as the vitriol fhall contain more or lefs of the fame; 

Of the vitriolated water out of which the Gold 
was extracted, thou fhalt again make vitriol by fo 
long boiling, and evaporating till a thin skin appear, 
which being then expofed to the cold will {hoot into 
Cryftals. But this operation brings with it more pro¬ 
fit, if it be not now boiled up into Cryftals, but 
that vitriol onely be taken which is drawn out of 
its Mineral into Water, and after the extraction of 
the Gold, is at length boiled up into vitriol. 

Butleaft this fifhing of Gold out of vitriol fhould 
feem wonderful! unto any, we will fhew a way, 
whereby Gold may be extracted out of Sea Water, 
or Sea Salt, the folution of Lead alfifting: The 
manner is as followeth. 

LIII. After what manner Gold is to be extra fled out 
of Sea Salt, or Sea Water, not indeed with profit, 
but onely that it may be demonfirated, that Gold is hid¬ 
den even in Sea Water or Sea Salt. 

F ILL a great Copper Kettle with Sea Water, and 
i pour thereon a little diflolved Lead; the which 
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S0 es to the bottom becaufeit cannot indure Salt, and 
is ftraightway precipitated into a white powder, 
and ftir the water in the Kettle often, that 


move 


the folution of Lead may every where touch the 

Sea-Salt-Water. , 

Through this adtion, a fpiritual Gold adheres to 
the leaden powder, and finks to the bottom toge¬ 
ther with it, which powder being freed from its 
Salt by commoj Water, and dried, and melted in a 
Cupel, leaves a. final 1 grain oi Gold, as a remain- 

N. B. For this filhing Silver is more fit than 
Lead. 


L 1 V. How , out of poor Mines of Copper, from which 
no profit can be perceived , Copper, as alfo Gold it 
felf if it be prefent, is to be eafitly and without cofls, 
extracted and feparated. 


T HE fandy or fulphurous Mine or Mineral of 
Copper is to be roafted or calcined, by bur¬ 
ning even to the confuming of the Sulphur, becaufe 
fharp waters do not aflault fulphureous matters, the 
Mineral being calcined and beaten into a powder , 
fill a gourd, and pour our folving fecret on the fame, 
the which I have taught above at the extracting of 
Minerals. 

The whole difiolvent in abftraCting or diftilling 
is recovered, and that indeed not without increafe. 
But the Copper and Silver do Hick fall in the dif- 
folved Salt, which remained in the Mineral after 
the abftradtion, and the which is to be waflied out 
with water, out of which water, which drew out 
that Salt, the Gold contained therein, may by the 
folution of Lead or Silver, be drawn forth. 

But if the fame water be boiled untill a thin skin 
appear at the top, and expofed to the cold, it will 
fhoot into a green vitriol, but for the extracting the 
Copper out of the Salt-Water, Rods of Iron are to 
be put therein, which do attract the Copper, the 
which being withdrawn and wafhed clean, and 
melted into Copper by fufion, is adminiftred for 
other ufes: For becaufe it is like to a tender and fi¬ 
led powder, it is changed by an eafie bufinefs into 
Verdi-greafe, alter the manner which fhall by and 
by be taught. 


the which being covered with its Cover well fenced 
with Clay, are to be placed in Horfe dung, and to 
be left therein lor a time, yet fo as that the heap of 
Dung be fometimes renewed. All the Copper is in 
a fhort time changed into Verdi-greafe, and indeed 
far more pure than that which is fet forth to Sale 
in the Shops, and which is made in Spain, by the 
husks or prelled out of clufters of Grapes. 

N. B. In extracting Copper out of Mines, regard 
is to be had unto this thing, to wit, that with poor 
and wild or courfe veins of Copper, Lapis Calamina- 
ris, or Zink is lometimes found to be admixed ; 
which is no ways perceived to be in them. But if 
thofe Minerals are extracted with Aq. Regis, and 
this be to be taken away by Diftillation," none of 
the Ay. Regis goes forth, but onely a flegm without 
favour, becaufe the Lapis Calaminaris or Zink doth 
retain all the Acrimony with it, juft as if thofe two 
Minerals fhould fay to the Ay. Regis, we do not as 
yet let thee go, becaufe as yet, we have need of 
thy indeavourfor our amendment, &c. 

But it is certain that whatfoever Minerals and 
Metals do retain with them (harp fpirits, are as yet 
immature, and may be ripened by thofe fpirits, that 
they may beftow Gold and Silver, as hath been al¬ 
ready laid,and fhall as yet more largely be fpoken to. 


LV. After what manner Gold may by an eafie bufinefs by 
Fire and Salt, be feparated out of Copper. 


I F Gold fhall be mixed with a mafs or lump of 
Copper,all the Copper is to be reduced in a bright 
burning Fire into Afhes : and the Allies are to be 
infufed in our fecret Aceum or Vinegar, the which 
diffolveth the Copper onely by decoftion, and lea- 
veth the Gold undiffolved, like a fhining powder, 
to be dried and melted with Borace, out of which 
Gold of twenty three CaraCtsproceedeth. 

That Vinegar, our fecret Aceum, draws all the 
Copper from the golden Calx. The Copper is fe¬ 
parated from the Vinegar by Rods of Iron, being 
laid therein as we have taught in the foregoing man¬ 
ner. 


LVI. How Copper being extracted out of vitriolated 
J Cater, and adhering to Rods of Iron, is to be chan¬ 
ged into Verdi-greafe. 


T HIS pure Copper may be moiftened with the 
ftrongeft Vinegar, and put into earthen Pots, 


fet upon live Coals and roafted, and thefe labours 
befo often repeated, until! all the Sulphur fhall be 
confumed, and the Mineral doth no longer co-heap 
it felf into knobs, but being made bright burning hot 
like dead afhes; it no longer fends forth a fulphureous 
ftink. At length out of thefe afhes being well wafh¬ 
ed, a dead and unprofitable matter feparates its 


LVII. Out of wild or courfe Minerals, or veins of 
Lead, admitting of no melting, out of which no good 
Lead, much lejs Gold or Stiver, can be drawn, kow to 
extratl not onely Lead, but aljo Gold and Silver with 
profit. 


A S we have laid above, 

Veins of Copper do appear in Mines, the 


that fome Minerals or 
in 

which by reafon of Lapis Calaminaris or Zink do 
refufe all melting, andean be by no fire reduced : So 
alfb we here admonifh, that Minerals of Lead are 
found,' the which do indeed contain much Lead, 
but by reafon of the Lapis Calaminaris, Zink , and a 
fulphureous Sand being admixed with them, they 
cannot be overcome by any melting, for thefe mat¬ 
ters do take away a ready flowing from the Lead, 
and do caufe that fuch Minerals, which for the moft 
part together with Lead, do alfo hide not a little of 
Gold and Silver, are caft away as altogether unfit, 
and unprofitable, whenas notwithftanding very 
much profit might be received from them after thfs 
manner. 

Let the Mineral by pounding be broken in fmall 
pieces, and in my little fecret Furnace which I have 
fitted for the calcining of Minerals, let it be roafted 
with bright burning Coals,that thegrofs Sulphur may 
conceive a flame,and burn. If in timeofoperation the 
matter fhould gather it felf into heaps or knobs, and 
in co-heaping fhould make round Pellets, it being 


taken out of the Furnace, let it again be beaten, be 


felf from the good "and metallick earth, the which 
being melted by it felf in a Furnace called by the Ger¬ 
mans Stichofen, becomes a flowable Lead which con- 
taineth Gold and Silver. 

But if the Mineral be fo ftubborn that it altoge¬ 
ther refufing all melting, could not by it felf be re¬ 
duced, 
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duccd, and neverthelefs contain Gold and Silver, 
fomethingof Litharge is to be added to that mctallick 
earth, which procures a flux unto it, and yields that 
Gold and Silver bearing Lead, which by the com¬ 
mon operation wholly refufcth to offer it felf. 


here to repeat them. From what hath been hitherto 
faid , every Chymift may gather and learn ihofe 
things which concern the amendment of Metals, 
wanting the help of Salt and Fire ; more God wil¬ 
ling fhall follow. 


LV11I. Another way teaching by the help of Salt and 
Fire to draw Stiver and Gold with great profit, out 
of all fiubborn or rude and untamed metalhck earths , 
in whofie Veins Lead, Copper, Gravel, or courfe 
Sands, Iron, or Lapis Calaminaris have for themofi 
pait cevjoyned in Society, and which do deny all pro¬ 
fit by vulgar operations. 


A S Fire burns up every grofs and combuftible 
1 jTA. Sulphur in Mines or Minerals, that thefe do 
at length fiibjed themfelves unto melting, and do 
render Metals cafie to be hammered: fo alfo Salt fix- 
eth, and makes conftant whatfbever volatile body 
endeavours to flic away into the air, that it may afford 
a ripened, melted, and profitable Metal. For that 
caufe fuch Minerals common Salt being added as 
was abovefaid, are to be roafted in live Coals, that 
that devouring grofs Sulphur may vanifh by burning 
with a flame, and that together alfo the Metal it 
felf may be promoted to maturity, and fo that by 
this very thing, good Gold and Silver may be fcpa- 
rated, whenas notwithftanding otherwife, not any 
one fhould obtain fb much as the leaft thereof out of 
thefe very Minerals. 

Such an amendment and changing the more im¬ 
peded Metals into the more perfed ones, may be 
attained by the help of Salt and Fire. 

If therefore common Salt and grofs Fire are able 
to perform this in Minerals, what fhall not thefe, 
not common but fecret Fires of Salts effed, intranf- 
changing Metals already pure, into more pure and 
fubti'.e ones? 

L1X. After what manner Metals are to be amended by 
pure Fire, or the fiery [pints of Salts. 




1 

t 

s 

w 

1 

i 




I T may eafily be perceived if a grofs Salt and Fire 
do fome good to more grofs Metals, that alfo a 
more pure Fire and Salt may do more good on purer 
Metals. Inflruments whofe edges are made very 
fharp by whetting, are far more fit for operation 
than rhofe that arc dull, and will perform more. 
By how much the fharper an Auger or Wimble is, 
by fb much the fooner it boareth thorough the 
Wood, and oil the contrary, by how much the more 
blunt it is, by fb much the flower it pierceth tho¬ 
rough. 

He that is carncftly defirous to obtain any good 
in the amendment of Metals, he muff of neceffity 
apply the fubtile and flrong fpirits of Salts, that he 
may deftroy Metals with the fame, may kill them, 
and reduce them unto their former life, and fo may 
procure more noble bodies unto them. When their 
former body is reftored to thofe moift and cold 
Fires of Salts, to wit, that they may return unto 
the form of Salt, but of a more noble and fubtile 
one, Metals may far more fpeedily be deftroyed ; 
a double Fire performs more than a Angle one, fince 
therefore Salt is by it felf no other thing but a meer 
and con centred Fire, and the Fire of Wood or 
Coals joyning it felf with the other a greater effica¬ 
cy muff needs be expeded from them than by com¬ 
mon Fire alone, but we have hitherto made men¬ 
tion of fuch operations, and therefore its needlefs 


LX. Let ns now afeend higher, and demonftrate what 
incredible miracles or wonders cur fecret Fires of 
Salts may effect nigh to that great '’work of Philo - 
fophers. 

A S in the foregoing Chapters it hath been fuf- 
ficiently confirmed, that unripe Metals may 
by the help of Fire and Salt, be particularly promo¬ 
ted to a more perfect maturity : So alfo in the mul¬ 
tiplying of Animals and Vegetables, that thing evi¬ 
dently appearcth ; to wit, if fufficient meat and 
drink beadminiftred to any Infant, that he groweth 
dayly in bignefs, and flrength of body, untill he 
come to the age and perfection of a Man. The 
fame multiplying in Vegetables offers it felf to our 
view, in that a fmall feed or root do fnatc’n to them 
their nourifhment from an earthly Salt; and the 
beams of the Sun, and do rife up^ into a perefed, 
great, and fruitfull Tree. This particular tranf- 
mutation is converfant before our eyes, and there¬ 
fore is a thing moft known, but after what fort the 
moft noble part or pureA eflcnce is to be extraded 
out of the bodies of Vegetables, Minerals, and Ani¬ 
mals, that other more weak bodies may be Arength- 
ned and amended by the fame Philofophers have 
always hidden and covered with the greateA en¬ 
deavour. Flence it is, that there hath been very few, 
and as yet are, who have had the knowledge of this 
higheft Science. 

As to what therefore belongs to the great work 
of the Philofophers, all the Philofophers do in their 
writings with one accord affirm, the which I do al¬ 
fo in all my writings affirm to be moA true, and do 
as it were fliew with my Fingers, to wit, that 
nothing in the nature of things doth effed a Tinc¬ 
ture and Tinge with a moft grateful! colour, but 
Sulphur alone, and that one onely, and that this 
lame combuftible immature and volatile Sulphur 
is fixed and changed by the operation and help of 
Salts into a true Tindure, the which is as certain as 
that which is moft certain, and yet laborious alfo, 
and requiring a fpacc of time long enough, efpecial- 
ly if any one doth infift in a moift way. The way 
of coming unto the end of fuch a work as I think, 
yet with the fafety of others judgment, this is the 
beft, if any one bind or fix fuch a Sulphur, which 
was already brought unto a perfed maturity by na¬ 
ture, they might bring this profit with it, that it 
fhould not require a longer time for its maturity. 

But fuch a fixed and tinged Sulphur, is no where 
more nearly found than in Metals, and efpecially in 
Copper and Iron, but the better and more pure in 
Gold ; the finding out whereof notwithftanding (by 
reafon of its moft firm and intimateconjundion with 
its body, as alfo its foparationj hath been always 
efteemed almoft impoffible. For unto diligent 
fearchers, a true feparator which might foparate the 
pure part from the impure, hath for the moft part 
every where been wanting. 

For as it is known fuch a hard or compaded me- 
tallick body, can very difficultly be feparated and 
divided into its parts. 

The folution of fharp waters, fups up indeed e- 
very Metal, but it etfeds no feparation. For becauie 
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Meta's are Homo-geneal things, and the metallick 
Sulphur is fo ftriclly bound to its metallick mercury, 
by the bond of the metallick Salt, it can never be 
brought to pafs, that by fuch folutions, or by pre- 
ci pita tings, or by other ways, one part Ihould be 
fe para ted from the other. . . 

If a Metal being diil'olved by a water be precipi¬ 
tated all its parts being fo mixed as they were before 
its dillolutioli'do fall down and fettle, and admit of 
no feparation. But if any one would alio render 
Metals fpiritual, that fo the more pure parts might 
be disjoyned from the more impure ones by diftilla- 
tion, yet there is no reparation made, but the more 
pure body it felfafcends, and again as before, itcon- 
iifteth of three principles, performing indeed more 
in Alchymv and in Medicine than the more grofs 
bodies of Metals, but is unfit for a true TinCture, 
becaufe nothing operates in all bodies, but a lively 
Soul, and that which vivifies or quickens other dead 
bodies, for it is the fpirir, as Chrift faith, which 
quickneth, the body is unprofitable. Let man, or any 
other living creature be for an example, the which as 
long as it lives, it moves it felf and operates as long 
as the fpirit, the Authour of Life is prefent with it; 
but that vanifhing away the body wants all motion, 
and remains a dead Carcafs. If now it could be 
brought to pals, that we could lay hold of luch 
Animal Spirits, and could render them corporal 
ones we might alfo perform incredible things by the 
fame’, and perhaps fafhion or form a living creature 
of a lump of earth, the which notwithftanding God 
hath referred to his own (elf. But this that boun- 
tifull Father hath granted unto us, that out of un¬ 
moveable fubjeCts, or rhofe wanting a moveable and 
animal life, we may exrraCt their pure Souls or El- 
fences, and render them corporal, and effect there¬ 
by things of great moment in Medicine and Al- 
chymy. 

But the fouls of Metals do excell herein, as be¬ 
ing more fixed and conftant than the efiences of 
vegetables, but they arc far more difficultly attained. 
For the fouls of vegetables do fuffer rhemfelves to be 
eafily extracted, but the colours and fouls of Metals 
do hardly admit of extraction, and for that caufe 
are accounted of by the ignorant for a thing impof- 
iible to be done, nor indeed is it altogether without 
fome caufe ; for the feparation of the tinging foul 
from the hard metallick body is a thing of great 
moment: many are the ways that have been at¬ 
tempted for the procuring of this Sulphur ; and 
fome ignorant fellows have written Books, of the ac¬ 
quiring or getting of the fame, whereas ’tis evident 
that they never law fuch a Sulphur. 

The moll learned and moft witty Helmont wrote 
egregioufly concerning this Sulphur; but yet not fo 
clearly as that any one could out of thofe his wri¬ 
tings get a perfedt knowledge of the lame. Nor in¬ 
deed is it expedient that fuch kind of Pearls Ihould 
be caft under the feetof fwinilh Men. There is no 
Writer f as far as I know) that hath mentioned any 
thing concerning this matter, clearer than Ifaac Hol¬ 
land in his Cb. De Amaufts; where he reacheth,that lie 
who hath gotten the art of changing Metals into 
tranfparenr Glafles with their peculiar colours, hath 
purchafed a notable fecretin Metallick affairs. He al¬ 
ludes (by way of likenefs) to the bodies of Men 
brought to a clarity or brightnefs after this life, and 
thus declares his DoCtrine and fays ; The fouls of 
Metals do Ihine forth through their Amaufas, or cla¬ 
rified bodies, clad in their proper colours, even as the 


Souls of Men fhall hereafter fbine in the other 
World, from [or through] their clarified bodies. 
And further he faith, that when luch Amaufas [or 
Glafles]-are reduced into their former bodies ; then 
the Amaufas of Copper and Iron become fixt, that 
of Silver becomes Gold, and that of Gold becomes 
TinCture. The faid Authour hath not clearly ex- 
prelfed the manner of accomplifhing this , but 
in my opinion (without preferring ought to 
any one ) this is the neareft way of attaining to 
fuch an operation, w. of getting the fouls, or the 
pure Sulphurs of Metals, viz,. If the Metals befirft 
reduced into Amaujd’s or tranfparent Glafles, out of 
which their fouls are eafier extraftablc than out of 
their grols bodies. But now, for fuch an extraction 
here is fuch a menflrttum required as doth not work 
. upon all the whole body, or diflolve it, but doth 
onely attract there out of the colour and pureft 
Sulphur, and leaves the body behind white. But 
where fhall we find the defeription of fuch a menfiru- 
um? none fpeak of it openly, but many mention it 
obfeurely ; nor indeed is it io neceffary that fuch an 
Arcanum of fo great moment be manifefted to every 
one. 

But however, this in brief you are to be admo- 
nifhed of, that like draws its like and extracts it. 
If a mercuriality be to be extracted out of the me¬ 
tallick mafles [or bodies,] then ’tis expedient to ufe 
a mercurial menflruum , for like rejoyceth in its like. 
So fulphureous eflences are extraCtable by fulphure- 
ous menflruums , and not by mercurial ones. For 
Water doth willingly aflbeiate it felf with Water, 
and Oyl with Oyls. And forafmuch as all the Phi- 
lofopliers write that the Sulphur or tinging Soul in 
Iron and Copper, doth as to goodnefs and noblenefs 
equalize the Sulphur in Gold, it will be necdlefs (in 
my opinion) to take Gold, but to bring Iron and 
Copper to that pafs, that they may become tran¬ 
fparent Glafles, from which their colours may be 
extracted. But if fo be that any one is minded to 
prefer Gold before thefe, and to extract the tinCture 
aence from, he may do as he pleafts, and will find 
in many places of my writngs a manuduCtion, [di¬ 
recting him] to the tranfmutation of Gold, (andfo 
of the other Metals too) into tranfparent bodies, 
which thing is highly neceflary. For there is not 
and eafier way of extracting the tinCture out of Me¬ 
tals, than by firft reducing them into tranfparent 
Amaufas. Now the mcnjfruum ferving for this ex¬ 
tracting of the Sulphurs out of the metallick bodies 
is to be fo prepared, that it diflolve not the body, 
but extract onely the Sulphur or pure Soul there 
out of. Such menftrtttims I’araci-lfrs himfelf makes 
mention of, and affirms, that with them the skie-co- 
loured Saphyrs, the red Rubies, and the yellow 
Jacynth may be fo deprived of their colours, as 
that there remains no more of them lave onely the 
white bodies. Befides, that white Cryftals may 
(by the help of tinging fulphureous fpirits) be died 
with various colours. Verily tis a fecret of moft 
mighty concernment, to have the skill how to pre¬ 
pare fuch a meitjtruum as will penetrate the moft 
hard Stones and moft compaCt Glafles to extract 
them, and withall to communicate to otherfome 
various colours, without the corrupting, breaking 
and deftruCtion of any of the bodies, the which thing 
feems in my opinion "very likely to be true, though 
as yet 1 know not how to do it. That which I have 
tryed by my operations I can write and teach, viz,. 
how all the Metals may very eafily (yet one more 



















21 


Parc II. 


The Firft Century. 


c.ifi!v than another ) be changed into fair tranfpa- 
rentand molt delicately coloured glafles, and how 
out of rhefe glalles the pure and tinging mecallick 
fouls may be extracted, viz. by filch maiftrimms as 
are liilphureous, fubtile, not dilTolving, but onely 
extracting 


But for as much as thefe kinds of mcnftruinm are 
not (as far as I know) deferibed by any one, and 
yet are the producersofluch notable effects ; I could 
not emit the difeovering of fbmething concerning 
them, for the Hike of fuch as are Students in true 
Philofbpv, and after fome fort fliew that kind of 
extraction, which is to be accomplifhed bv the 
help of our con centrated Ipirits of fait, or of our 
moilt Philofophical fires. 

LX I. How a vegetable fubtile fulphur is to be fo actua¬ 
te.I by the nitrous invf fee, that it may extract the 
fxt julphiir of metals, rr their pure tinging foul. 

F irft of all, the oyls of the vegetables are to be 
exalted by diftillations, and often repeated rec¬ 
tifications to the higheft degree of purity and fub- 
tiitv, and afterwards to be once rectified by fome 
con centrated nitrous fire, that fo being already of 
themlelvcsfubtile, they may get a fiery vigour en¬ 
dued uiih a faculty of feizing upon metallick ful- 
phurs, and of extracting them out of the hard and 
com pa-t bodies. I : or any vegetable oyl howfub- 
tilly (bever it be prepared, hath not any power of 
entring into the metals, and much lefs of having 
any ingrefs into their glafles, nor can it extract in 
the leaft, though fiich bodies fhould be covered 
with it for a long feafon But now if an artificial 
operation fhall have fharpned fuch an oyl with 
thofe molt fubtile fpirits offalts, and have rendred 
it more acute and penetrative than thofe con cen¬ 
trated fpirits of the fait do lead in the fulphur, and 
befiow on it a power of attracting to it felf its like. 

And albeit that fuch con centrated fpirits do when 
per ft, and alone, wholly diflblve metallick glalfes 
and make no feparation at all, no, nor do not ex¬ 
tract the leaft particle of any fulphureous fubftancc, 
yet the cate with them is vjftly altered,when fuch fiery 
ipirtisareartificially united with moft pure fulphureous 
oyls ; inlbmuch that they beftow on them a faculty 
of working upon metals, and of extracting from them 
a moft pure fulphur ; nay farther, they purchafe 
thefe oyls a capacity not onelv of extracting the co¬ 
lours out of metals, but alio out of other things 
Now we have taught at large in our fecond part 
of Furnaces, the manner of rendring the oyls of ve¬ 
getables fubtile ; and as for the nitrous fire requifite 
to this operation, the way of con centrating it is to 
be found in this Book a little before, fb that 'tis whol¬ 
ly needleft to repeat the fame things over again 
which have been afore treated of. And thus far is 
my knowledge come, viz. how (by the help of 
oyls animated and actuated by the aforefaid means) 
to extraCt the moft pure foul out of metallick Amau- 
fa s, or thofe hard and glafiy fubjeCts : But how 
fuch a fulphur is to be brought into a tinging me¬ 
dicine, I ( profefling not my (elf fb great a mafter) 
do not as yet know. Neither is it at prefent need- 
lull toexceed the due bounds by fb large a treating of 
luch worthy things ; for things wonderfull may be 
effected by this wen[lmum both in Medicine and 
Alchymy, and in other arts, concerning which we 
fhall. (God willing) prelently add fomewhat more. 
And whereas 1 have made mention here of clari¬ 


fied bodies, and con centrated fpirits; I judge it 
worth while al(b to (how what difference there is 
betwixt thole con centrated fpirits and clarified bo¬ 
dies as the Chymifts call them. 

The clarified bodies therefore are nothing clfe 
fare bodies purged and mundified by the operation 
of the fire, ror me fire is the ultimate examiner of 
all things, as being endued with fuch a power by 
which it burns upall things,rcducerh them into allies 
and powder, and out of the aft‘is makes glafs; that 
being the utmoft or ultimate thing whereunto 
all things are reduced. If therefore there be in any 
thing any good, which being burnt in the fire is by 
fufion or melting, turned into tranfparent glafs, it 
doth manifeft it felf in its utmoft or ultimate eflcnce, 
and fhine forth in its brightnefs,infomuch that every 
one may fee what lay hidden in its life afore thus 
burning it. For example, 1 take wood, an herb, 
or an animal, I burn it and tranfmute it into afhes; 
thefe afhes 1 melt and turn into glafs Having thus 
done, there appears no colour vifible, for the glafs 
is white, and that becaufe the fulphur is confumed 
in the burning ; and the mercury is fled away into 
the air in (moke, as being two principles which are 
no ways able to refill the force of fire : But the (alt, 
as being a contemner of the fire remained in the 
earth of no efficacy. 

But now a metal being by the fire turned into 
afhes, though part of the fulphur and mercury hath 
in the conibuftion and vitrification flown away into 
the air, yet notwithflanding the beft part remains* 
and this is the reafon why fuch metallick glafles 
are coloured according to the metals nature and pro¬ 
perty, and which (afore thus burning it) was hid¬ 
den. We will yet farther evidence it by an example. 

If I burnt copper or iron, and reduce it into afhes, 
and do by melting it turn it into glafs, then the 
copper if per fe and no other thing added unto it, 
yields agreen glafs,and the iron yields a yellow colour¬ 
ed glaft. But if there be made an addition, then are 
produced glafles of other colours, as for example. 

If I add to burn iron or crocus martis the glaft of 
lead, then the glaft made by melting will have the 
yellow colour of a Hyacinth The lame crocus mar- 
tis being molten with common glafs, made of wood- 
afhes and fait; yields a greenifh coloured glafs which 
is the natural and proper colour of the iron. For 
the lead altcied the colour of the former mentioned 
glaft of the iron and made it yellow in the melting, 
and fb hindred it from manifefting its true and 
natural colour. The glafles of two (everal colours 
being molten together do exhibit falfe colours, as 
may be fecn by co-melting a skie colour and a yel¬ 
low glafs, the which being molten together yield a 
green colour, and doth fb reprefent it felf both in 
the fire and out of it too. From hence took! occa- 
fion to write and teach the way of finding out (by 
molten glafles) what kind of metal is hidden in any 
mineral or mecallick earth Which way of proving 
mines or minerals is far better and fpeedier than that 
which is ufually done by a decodion and exhalation 
of lead in the Cupel. Thus may you mix five, fix, 
eight or ten grains cf fome finely powdered mineral, 
with one or two lots of Venice glaft being ofeafis 
fufion, and put the matter thus mixed in a well co¬ 
vered crucible, and by melting it reduce it into glaft. 
Thecolour which will be in the laid glafs, will fliew 
what metal the minera contained : Lead will yield a. 
duskifh colour, tin, a white, copper, a Sea-green ; 
iron a fomewhat greenifh, filver a yellow, and gold 
G ’ a skie. 
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a skie coloured : each of which colours is the true 
and internal colour of the refpedive metal. Gold 
doth alfo refemble a Ruby as to colour if other 
colours be added thereunto. But yet in the mean 
time, the skie-colour is its proper and natural colour, I 
and fo is yellow of lilver : and this is notably agreea- i 
ble with the truth, though to fitch as are ignorant, 
it feems a thing wondeifull, for indeed luch mens 
knowledge ends in external things, but they are 
wholly ignorant of Internal ones. But now the co¬ 
lours of gold and filver are better and more perfed- 
ly known, if there be added unto them fome fix 
and white fulphur, which prevents the gold and 
filver from being thoroughly reduced into their pe¬ 
culiar bodies by fufion. It the C alx of gold or filter 
be molten with Borax, they both return into their 
former bodies, and do not pafs into glafs any ways 
coloured: Bur that fome g’afs ofeafie fufion be mixed 
with thofe Calx’s, together with a little powdei 
of flints and fo molten, then the flints will (by rca- 
fbn of their fulphur) hold with themfelves the gold 
and filver and fo keep them that they admit not of 
fufion [or reduction] in their whole body, but do 
remain in the glafs with fbmc part of the metalline 
property which renders their internal colours vifible, 
which elfe would not appear to fight. 

N. B. If you have the minera’s of gold and filver 
at hand and melt them with glafs, their colours will 
alfo appear, becaufe that in the minera’s there al¬ 
ways is fome fulphur that hinders the metal from 
wholly returning into a body, fo that fome part of 
it abides in the glafs and therein fhews its colour. 
This alfo is to be minded, that if haply fome minera 
or metallick earth contains notone metal barely, but 
a or 5 more metals, then always that metal of 
which the mod quantity is in the faid minera doth 
after fufing fhine in the glafs beyond the reft. As 
for example. 

Suppofe 1 would make tryal in the red Granatcs 
[ftones] I powder fome eight or ten gr. and mix 
them with one lot of white Venice glafs finely pow¬ 
dered, and I melt them, and foturn them into glafs. 
Now in this tranfmutation the glafs doth not become 
red, but of a delicate graft colour, and fo teacheth 
me what metals arc hidden in thole Granates, viz. 
copper and iron, and alfo more of this, [viz,, the 
iron] than of the other. -And though there fhould 
be fome gold too, yet is it unperceivcable becaufe of 
the predominancy of the iron over the copper and 
over the gold : For fin this operation) that metal 
onely manifefts it fe’.f to fight, which is in greater 
plenty therein than the reft be. 

Ifaac Holland would by this vitrification fignifieun¬ 
to us, that after this life, viz. when the world is 
confumed with fire, there fhall arife from the bodies 
of men reduced into afhes other clarified bodies, 
and offuch and fuchcolours, accordingas their fouls 
have (either good or bad) framed,or as it were made 
unto themfelves in this life-time in their groft bodies. 
What other thing [I pray] are fair colours, but the 
virtues of thofe fubjedts out of which they emit or 
fend forth their fplendour. 

Take a fimilitude hereof from the melting of mi¬ 
nerals, wherein though a mineral of filver or copper 
hath in it much filver or gold, yet if the fuperfluous 
fulphur be not (before the melting the faid mineral) 
feparated by a little as ’twere roafting fire; but be 
(together with thatgroft fulphur,) fet in a vehement 
melting fire, there will not verily be any metal got¬ 
ten hencefrom, but that (linking fulphur would 


tranfmutc the good metal iuto black Scoria's. So 
likewife, no fair and transparent glafs can be bv 
melting) made out of pure metals, if that kind of 
groft fulphur fhou’d adhere unto them. 

Thefe few things touching clarified bodies, I could 
not [Tafs over in filence, and much left could I omit 
this, viz. that the bodies of all things may be much 
better tranfmuted into clarified bodies by our fecret 
fire, than by the common fire. For the common 
fire drives away the volatile parrs, whereas on the 
contrary, our fire doth preferve them and renders 
them fixt and transparent as well as the other parts. 
And therelore of necefiity thefe bodies mull needs 
fhine with fairer and brighier colours than thofe 
others, in which the common fire hath expelled the 
mercury and lulphur, and left remaining nothing elfe 
but the fait. 

But now as concerning Such a tranfmutation into 
afhes by our moift and lecret fires, any one may 
eafily guefs the way. For whatfoever is put in them 
mult be neceliarily burned into afhes, and they far 
better afhes too than are made by burning in the 
common fire I'or if the common fire burns any 
herb or wood into afhes, the fulphur burns away 
in a flarr.c, the mercury betakes it Self to its wings 
and away fiies ir, and the fait abides behind in a 
few afhes or a little earth. Now our Philofophical 
calcination takes away nothing but conferves all 
[the princip’cs fo called] together ; and doth in the 
firft place produce to view a black coal, then after¬ 
wards other various curious colours, and then a 
white colour, and at laft to compleat the operation, 
it yields a red fufile and medicinal ftone. 

N. B. Here it is to be noted that for preparing a 
pure medicine, a pure fubjeCt is to be made ufeof; 
for if fo be that any one would endeavour the tranf- 
mutation of an herb, wood, or any animal into 
a medicament by the help of the fecret fires, then 
all the afhes and feces which were in the herb would 
alfo adhere unto the medicament and would render 
it impure, therefore necefiity requires that you do 
not take the whole herb, or the whole animal, but 
onely their elfential fait, the which being void of fe¬ 
ces confifts onely of the pure principles of the herb; 
and doth eafily admit of being tranfmuted into a 
red tinging, and more foluble ftone than the herb 
it felt with its feces by it, doth. 

I would not have you to account of thefe things 
here delivered you as if they were of fmall moment. 
No, for they are fuch things as cover over with this 
their vile or bafe covering, luch matters as are of 
great weight, and which will not come to every 
bodies knowledge. Surely ’tis a confiderablething 
that a part of any vegetable, animal or mineral 
body fhould (by conferving all the moll volatile 
parts, and by rendringthem altogether conftant and 
liable, without the leaft loft of weight) be ripened 
into a fixt foluble and tinging red, and medicinal 
ftone. This way of tranfinuting all things without 
lofs of the weight thereof into clarified bodies, is of 
all others the bed. And thofe bodies on this wife 
clarified are withoutdoubrofgreater efficacy than are 
the groft bodies themfelves of the animals, vegetables, 
and minerals, which do as yet abound with their 
groft and impure feces. 

But if fo be any one be not herewithall content 
but panteth after higher things, he may advile with 
himfelf about extracting the foul out of this red and 
fixed ftone, and reduce it again by a reiterated ope¬ 
ration unto the form of a ftone, whereby he will 
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without doubt make it yet far more elteftual. And 
by how much the oftner any one (hall repeat this 
fjme operation, fo mucli the more effectual a medi¬ 
cine will he obtain, for it will at every reiteration 
notably augment its virtues, for by fuch adtions the 
efficacy and virtues of things are con centrated anti 
driven into a very little compaft, wherewithall won- 
derfull things may be performed 

We are yet moreover to fee what fpirits are, but 
principally what con centrated fpiritsare, and what 
thev are able to do. 

And bccaule the matter in hand gives occafion of 
treating thereof in this place, we will briefly give 
you a declaration of the fame. 

LX1I. I! 'hat fpirits are, and by tvh.it means they ope¬ 
rate good cr evil. 

I N the firft place, there arc fpirits called vegetable 
ones, viz,. When vegetables are beaten to pieces, 
and being contufed are moiltened with water, 
(provided they have not juicynefs enough of their 
own, or do altogether want it; and (o fermented, 
being fermented they are to be diftilled, which dif- 
tillation brings forth (iibtile and efficacious fpirits, 
and (uch as are the clfedters of many profitable 
things in Alchymy and in other arts, belides the ufe 
thereof in medicine. 

Secondly, fundry and divers fpirits are alfb made 
out of animals by diftillation , as out of Blood, 
Urine, Hairs, Horns, Hoofs, and fuch other parts 
of animals, al(o which fpirits have their ufe in Me¬ 
dicine and Alchymy. 

Thirdly, there are alfo fpirits which are expelled, 
or forced out of minerals and metals by the force of 
fire, but principally out of Salts, as Vitriol, Allum, 
Salt Peter, common Salt and fuch like ; of the pre¬ 
parations of which kind of fpirits, the Books of 
Chymifts are full, and therefore flop us from the . 
fuperfluous repetitions of the fame. Bur as for the 
concentrating of them and the utility of them, it hath 
been already deferibed by us. 

1 hereby give occafion for all the diligent fearch- 
ers after true Medicine and Alchymy , to contem¬ 
plate, what may be effected in Medicine and Al¬ 
chymy, if thole fugitive fpirits were, by our fixing 
and moift fires which feparate not any one part 
from each other, but do fix all the parts together, 
deprived of their volatility and made fixt. Thefe 
few things we were willing to mention concerning 
the fpirits which are fubjeifted to a Man's powerand 
are within his reach, and fcrviceable for the ufe of 
mortal Men. 

LXIII. The particular medicinal ufe of thecon-centrated 
fpirits of Jalts. 

W E have heard that the con centrated fpirits 
or moift fires of laics do reduce all things in¬ 
to a Calx, after a Philofophical manner, without a 
forcing away of the mercurial part, and a burning 
up of the fulphureous : infomuch that (by confer- 1 
ving, altering and bettering') they fix the whole. Be¬ 
ing therefore compelled by a love to my neighbour, 

I have a mind to fet down in this place fbmc medi¬ 
caments, as well univerfal as particular ; but yet fo 
as that they may not fall into the clutches of [myj 
unworthy enemies, but may be referved onely for 
friends. 

And firft, here fhall be a medicine mentioned. 


that amendeth the weak digeffion of the Stomach. 

Take out the teeth of a Wolf ora Dog when he 
is half dead, (being firft fhor with a Gun and pour 
thereupon two or three parts of the con-cencrated 
fpiric of fait in a Cucurbit, fet the glafs upon (and 
that it may be heated moderately, whereby the oyl 
of flit may dillblve them and bring them into a thick 
pulfe or mafh. Upon this mafh pour warmed water 
that fo all the Acrimony of the (pirir of fait may be 
feparated therefrom, and that there remain onely 
the white pulfe, wherewith (becaufe (or»c of the 
oyl of the fait doth yet remain, and is not wafhab'e 
off wholly with water) a little Sugar-candy isto be 
mixed, that fb that remaining Acrimony may be al¬ 
layed, and the pulfe be the pleafanter for your ufes. 

LX IV. An Antidote againfi Poyfon. 

T HE teeth of a mad Dog being prepared after 
theaforefaid manner, do yield an Antidote a- 
gainft Poyfon. And indeed fb do the teeth of all 
Animals, but efpecially the teeth of Stags and their 
Horns, do (after fuch a preparation; relift all 
Poyfons. 

LXV. What Beafis they are tvbofe Teeth and Horns doe 
{as to medicine) exceed the ref. 

T HE teeth of all ravenous animals, as likewife 
of Sea-monfters, and their Horns, are of great 
ufe in medicine ; as of Wolves, Bears, Lynxes, Tygers, 
Lyons, Leopards ; and as to the watery animals, Cro¬ 
codiles, and fuch like ravening hfhes, whofe horn, 
teeth, and feales, and likewife the claws of Birds of 
Prey, may be by the con centrated fpiric of fait, 
converted (after the aforefaid manner) into good 
medicaments. 

LXVI. An experimental dfcovery of what Vermine are 
fit for the uje of medicine. 

T AKE ftrong and well redified fpirit of fait, or 
onely a iirong Aq. Bonis, put thereinto your 
Vermine, of whar kind foever it be, and ir will 
prefently endeavour to get outalloon as e.er ir feels 
the faid moift fire. Buc being it cannot get out, it 
will ftruggle till it dies. Now by how much the lon¬ 
ger the worm or flic liveth in the Aq. F rtis , by fb 
much are its virtues in medicine greater, and this 
may ferve as advice to every'one. As lor the way 
of preparing medicaments out of Bark of Trees and 
Husks fhall be mentioned by and by. 

LXVII. An experimental dfcovery, of what Herbs are 
profitable for Medicine, or unprofitable. 

Y OU are to make ufe of the way 7 but now men¬ 
tioned concerning Vermine, and fuch Herbs as 
thou knoweft nor, or fuch whofe virtues are to thee 
unknown, put (one after another) into the moift 
fire ; and that Herb which is of a flower fblution,ex¬ 
cells that which is fooner dilTolved, both in ftrengrh 
and virtues. For example, Lettice, Purflane, Mel¬ 
lons, Cucumbers, and fuch like waterifh Herbs, (and 
fo is it with fruits too,) have a moift nature, and are 
prefently turned into warer by thofe fires. But 
Rofemary, Sage, Thyme, Dodder, and other hot¬ 
ter Herbs, require a longer time for their fblution. 
Ginger, Pepper, Cloves, Nutmegs, Cinamond,Car¬ 
damoms, Zedoarv, &c. do require a yet longer 
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time as to their folution, afore they will thoroughly 
pals into a water. From hence may any one know 
the nature and properties of Herbs very eafily. This 
alio is to be obferved, that the Medicine out of a 
Verminc, or out of any Herb, is by fo much the 
more efficacious, by how much the vehementer 
venenolity it abounds withall. 

LX Vll I. The manner of preparing an effectual medica¬ 
ment out of venemous Pennine and Infells. 

<“ 

I have taught in the fecond part of my fpagyrica! 

Phannacopiea, a way of corroding venemous in¬ 
fers by thefixt Liquor of Niter, and of rranlinuting 
their venonre into an etfedual Medicine, which 
[wav of preparation] he who is ftudious of good 
medicaments will there find. But now in this place 
is taught,by w’natmcans fuch like Verminc, and fuch 
Llerbs as abound with Venome are to be corrected 
by the con centrated fire of lair, and to be turned 
into excellent and penetrative medicaments. The 
operation whereof is thus. 

Pour into fome glafs vefiel, one, two or three 
ounces of our con centrated fire of lalt, then put 
thereunto fuch Verminc as you would prepare your 
Medicine of, one after another, provided that you 
do not put more in, than the faid fire is able to dil 
folve and confume. When all are difiolved and 
converted into water, all the poylbnoui'nels is lolt 
[or gone] and they become good medicaments. 

LX1X. The manner of feparating the medic ament made 
of Vermine dtjjolved by the moiji fret. 

T Here is found to be a great difference among!! 

Vermine and venemous inle&s For fomc of 
them are of a dry nature and property, fome of a 
rnoift, fome of a fat and oily nature, inlbmuch that 
it is altogether needfull to make a due diftindion of 
their natures. Such infeds as be of a dry nature as 
Cantharides and fuch like, arc to be uled in the form 
ofa (alt. The aqueous Verminc, as Earth worms, 
Spiders, and fuch like; they exhibit their medici- 
nality in the form of a Liquor : TheBallamick Ver¬ 
minc, as the May-worms, andothersof that kind, 
do (belide the medicament they afford) yield alfo a 
fat and Balfamick Oyl; and indeed (both for exter¬ 
nal and internal medicinal ule,) much more ef¬ 
fectual than the Liquor it felf. 

But that the thing may be the better underftood, 
I will here fet down an operation, which every one 
( may follow as a leading Star. 

LXX How the operation in dealing with all kinds of 
Vermine is to be ufed. 

r "|~'AKE fome ounces of May-worms, put them in 
1 a glafs, pour upon them fo much of the con¬ 
centrated fpirit of lalt, that the Worms may be well 
covered therewith and be by little and little diflbl- 
ved ; after that they are wholly dilTolved, put the 
folution into a fopararing glafs, fhut the mouth of the 
glafs with your finger,then turn the glafs upfidedown, 
keeping it lb long fhut with your finger, till all the 
fat oil fwim at top of the Liquour. Then take away 
your finger that the Liquour may run our, and when 
the oil comes, fhut the mouth of the glals again with 
vour finger, and let it run out into another glafs. 
Keep this Oil or Bahamas a precious treafure, with 
the which thou wilt perform wonderfull etfeCts in the 
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curing of dileales, but principally in the Gout and 
Stone. But yet thou wilt get but little oil from 
thele Worms, and when you put them into your 
dilfolving Liquor, you mu ft have a care that you do 
not touch them with your hands, but take or catch 
them with a finall Forceps, and fo put them into 
Vour glafs. For they have in them this property; 
if you touch them with your hands, they prelently 
colour them with their fat Balibm that they caff out, 
which fomewhat relembles the fincll cf Musk. As 
i( they lhould fay, Pray let us live, for we give thee 
all we have : Take this Balfom and make uje thereof 
for the caring of'incurable d/fcafes. 

Some men fiudioufiy carefull in fuch affairs have 
gathered this Balfom, and have found it to be far 
more efficacious ilian the Worms themfelves, yea 
indeed too ftrong, becaufe they were ignorant of 
the way of correcting it. 

LXXI. The feparaticK of the medicinal Liquor from tie 
mesjr fare, after the Jeparation of the Oil. 

A S concerning the Liquor from which the Bal¬ 
fom is feparated, viz, the medicinal parts is 
very hardly feparated without a mortifying of the 
moift fire; therefore the moilt fire of the Salt is to 
be killed with a contrary fire, that fo the foparaiion 
that is required may be made ; and ’tis thus to be 
effected. 

Filter the Liquor confifting partly of the difiolved 
Worms, and partly of the lire offalt, that fo it may 
be rend red clear, and free from the Coals or Husks 
of the Worms, if haply there beany of them remai¬ 
ning undifiblved. And if (by reafon of the too 
much fatnefs it be very difficult to filter, pourtherc- 
unto fo much common water as to make it thinner, 
and more ready to pafs through the Cap Paper. In¬ 
to this thus cleared Liquor, drop the Liquor ofSalc 
of Tartar, and it will kill the fharp fire of the fait; 
fo that there will arife from the fire of the fait 
and from this Alkalv-lalt a fait ofa middle nature, 
and concreting into Cryftals, and will leave the 
other part in a liquid form ; the which faid part 
will be eirher white or yellow according as the fa- 
line fire which von made tile of, is. Now this Li¬ 
quor is more virtuous than the concreted lalt is, 
as being that which contains the efience of the 
Worms, which doth not congeal or fhoot with the 
lalt, but abides in the form of a Liquor. Experi¬ 
ence will teach the bulincls more largely. 

Now fuch qualities as rhefe Worms had afore 
their preparation and as yet not deprived of theic 
Venome ; the fame do they obtain after their prepa¬ 
ration, but with this provizo, thele qualities arefafe- 
ly ufed, which afore were hazardous. But now the 
properties of thele Worms are thele, they do not 
onely tlravV out of rhe body all podagrical humours, 
but allb expcll the Stone out of the Reins and Blad¬ 
der beyond all other medicaments ; and befides, do 
cure other fuch like dileafes as arc meerly unknown, 
and arc adjudged plainly incurable. More, it whol¬ 
ly takes away that volatile Gout, which runs wan¬ 
dring through the Members cf the Body. But here 
arifeth this Quarry. 

LXXI I. Whether or no every moifi fre offalt is alfo ft 
for this labour i 

F OR anfwer I fay, that indeed this very labour 
may be accompli foed by any moifi fire ; whe¬ 
ther 
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ther 'it be prepared out of vitriol or common fait, or 
lilt peter. But withall I affirm, that there pro¬ 
ceeds a great difference from.thofe falts. For the 
concentrated fpirit of niter, doth (after its being 
1 mortified with a fix fait) fhoot into fait peter. Tl^fi 
con centred fpirit of fait, fhoots into fquare Cryf- 
tals. The fame doth oil of vitriol and fait of tartar. 
But the lalt that is in this operation made of the com¬ 
mon fait exceeds the others, as to fweetnefs. That 
which comesfrom vitriol,doth beget a naufeating by 
rcafbn of its bitternefs; and that which arifeth cf 
fait peter is of a middle nature. But yet they do all 
three of them enjoy a laxative and purging faculty ; 
and likewife provoke Urine either fironger or wea¬ 
ker according as the Vcrmine are, which thefe (aid 
fires have been ufed in the diilolution of. 

N. B. That the operation of the Liquor doth al¬ 
ways exceed the virtues of the falts. When the 
fharp fpirits of fait are not mortified with a Lixtvi- 

I viunt of Tartar, but with the fpirits of Urine or of 
Sal. Armor.iack. ; the fait and liquor become fir (Iron- 

i ger, than when the precipitation is done with Salt 
of Tartar. For the fpirit of Sal. Armoniack doth 
for the mod part precipitate the diflolved and cor- 
retfled Vermine into a Powder, which being wafhed 
off with common water, and freed from all Acrimo¬ 
ny or ffiarpnefs is ufed in medicine, in a dry form. 
But this, the Lixivium will nor do, but always con- 
ferves the Vermine in the form ofa liquor. 


LXXIII. Queftion. Whether or no there may he any 
more or any other ufefiill things learned from this Jo- 
Lution of venemoits Vermine ? 
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F ORAnfwer. Yes, for this operation doth not 
onely teach the good and bad properties of all 
Vermine, but doth withall evidently demonftrate, 
that every animal of whac kind foever, (yea and 
Men thcmfelves too) when they are put into fuch 
an agony and perceive the approach of death, do 
difeover and clearly evidence the internal motions of 
ftheirj nature, which they have (in their life time) 
been indued withall. • 

I, XXIV. The ivaj how to know the internal nature of 
every Worm in the earth, Fijh in the water, Birds in 
the air, yea e ven of Alan birrsJelf. 

T AKE a Scarabxns or Beetle, either fuch a one 
as lives in Horfe dung, or clfe one that is of a 
coppery colour, put him intoaclafs whereinisfome 
Ao\ Fort is, and you fhall fee that in the utmoft ne- 
cefTicy [or laft agonyl of death, he will nor en¬ 
deavour to get from out of the Aq. Fonts, but will 
ftrive to hide himfelf in the earth according to his 
innate property. But whereas the bottom of the 
glafs is too hard for him to get thorough, he will be 
fo long endeavouring to accomplifh his defire, and 
in Driving to get through the bottom till he dies. 
From hence may it be perceived what his ultimate 
refuge [or fhiftj is: viv. to endeavour the fhunning 
of his approaching death, by ffieltering himfelf with¬ 
in the earth. 

If you put a flie in the Aq. Fort is, fhe will not go 
to the bottom but will do her utmoft to get out at 
top, becaufe her living is in the air, and fo all volatile 
or flying things are wont to do. As for a fifh if it 
be put to its (hilts, it endeavours to fhun the danger 
by betaking it felfto the bottom. 

In fuch a kind of manner doth the nature of men 


become apparent, when they are reduced to the 
extreameft of difficulties. A godly man, whole 
thoughts are in this life time always upon God, 
will couftantly adhere unto him in his Agony, and 
being upon dying will betake himfelf to him'for his' 
refuge, in whom he hath at all times built his hope, 
and waiting or looking for help from thence, from 
whence he hath always hoped for it. 

But the ungodly Man who hath never in his life 
time feared God, nor fet him bdlGre his eyes, but 
hath always yielded himfelf with his thoughts unto 
the will of Satan, he will very hardly implore (in 
his greateft anguifh) the help of any other than of 
him, to whom he hath (in this life time) adhered 
in all histhoughts and actions. 

LXXV. The preparation of good medicaments cut of 
vencmeus vegetables, by the con centrated fpirits cf 
fills. 

W E have hitherto taught, that cur moift fires 
of falts do indeed deltroy all things, but do 
not burn up, or force away ought of fuch things 
as che common fires are wont to do. That this is 
true, even the vegetables themfelves bear vvitnefs, 
which being put into our moift fires are therein dif- 
folved, and pafs into a water. But their oil which 
is in them is feparared, and fwimmeth at the top, 
and (o may be feparared thencefrom, as we have 
mentioned above concerning the May-worms. Af¬ 
ter the fame manner the eflencc of the herb may be 
fevered from the fpirits of the falts, as we have there 
declared. The oyls which by this operation are 
drawn out of the herbs and other vegetables, do ob¬ 
tain great and peculiar virtues, becaufe they are ex¬ 
cellently well corrected by the efficacy of the moift 
fires, and are amended, which corredtion,and better¬ 
ing they do not at all attain by their being diftilled 
and exprelled. 

LXXVI. The correction of the too vehemently purging 
fibjccls by the moifi fires, whereby they may be Jafely 
made uje of. 

D Iagridium or Scammony, HJlebor, Cataputia, 
Gambogia and other vehemently purging fub- 
jefts may be difpoiled of their venemous faculty, by 
the aforementioned way,and be rendred more fvveec 
and milder. 

LXXVII. The correction of the too vehemently operative 
Diureticks, whereby they may be of fafe ufe in the 
cure of the Stone. 

D lffolve Cantharides, May-worms, Earth-worms, 
Millipides or Pig-lice, in our con centrated 
fires, and follow rhofe ways of operation which we 
have afore preferibed, and you fhall acquire an ex¬ 
cellent and fafe medicament, having a faculty of 
healing the Stone of the Bladder and Reins. 

LXXV III. The amending of narcotick and fomniferous 
fnbjeels by our moijt fres, that jo they may perform 
or Jhew their virtues without hurt or danger. 

"TAKE Opium , Henbane feed, Mandrake, or the 
like fubjett that provokes to fieep, pour on it 
che con centrated fpirit of fait, and it will melt [or 
diffolve[ therein ; if there be in it any oilynefs, as 
in the Henbane feed isuftial, it will feparate it felf, 
H and 
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and fwim on the top of the liquor, the which is to 
be levered from the liquor, and to be warily kept ; 
becauleit beingonely anointed on the Temples will 
prefently cauie deep. The liquor is to be ufed in¬ 
ternally, as we have preferibed in the precedent 
preparations. 

LXXIX. The amending of venemous fubjecls, that are 
together purgative, fudorifick , diuretic k., and fiomni- 
ferous , by our no'ifl fires ; infomucb that they do not 
onely become fiafie, but are the ejfe iters of much good 
in medicine. 

A Mongft the number of fuch kind of fubjefts, are 
Stavefacre,or the feed ofrhe loule killing herb, 
Levant Berries, vomiting Nuts, and many others 
of fuch a like faculty, which are to be proceeded 
withall after the lame manner, and by the lame ope¬ 
rations as the former. 

By this or the like way may all venemous, and 
vehemently operative vegetables and animals be 
Corrected, fo asto belafely admitted to internal ules, 
and to be producers of fuch effects as are of great 
moment in Phylick; whereas otherwile (though 
they have in them excellent virtues,) they cannot 
by realon of their vehement operations be taken into 
the body without danger. 

LXXX Whether or no poifonous minerals may be correc¬ 
ted as well as the 'vegetables and animals, by our ft- 
cret and moifi fire of fait, and be turned into whole- 
feme medicaments. 

Y OU are to know, that not onely venemous ani¬ 
mals and vegetables but likewile all the mine¬ 
rals that abound with poifon may be amended, and 
their molt prtfent or fpeedily operative poifon be 
converted into moll excellent medicines. For ex¬ 
ample. 

LXXX I. How the venenate and 'volatile minerals are 
fo to be inverted by our moifi fires, that the volatile 
be rendred fix, and the poifon be made a medicine. 

'TAKE of white or red Arfnick one parr, pour 
-®- thereto two or three parrs of the con centrated 
fire of niter, the which [niter-fpiritj you fhall dif 
till thencefrom in a head and body in fand ; then 
take the remaining matter out of the glals, and walh 
it with common water ; which being done, you 
fhall have the Arfnick, Diaphoretick, and luch as 
may with fafety be taken into the body ; but yet in 
a Imall dole, becaule it doth lometimes provoke vo¬ 
mit, and principally when the nitrous fire is fome- 
thing of the wcakelh But to prevent fuch vomi¬ 
ting, the faid fire is to be twice or thrice drawn off 
from the Arfnick, by an Alembick ; that fo the poi¬ 
fon may the better be flain, and the volatility tranf 
muted into a fixity ; and the fame Arfnick may be 
afterwards molten and handled with the other me¬ 
tals without all danger of poifon, which was impof- 
iible to be done afore. For the Arfnick whole poi- 
fonoufnels is not as yet removed from it, cannot be 
admitted into the body without great danger. Nei¬ 
ther do we here infert the preparation of fuch medi¬ 
caments out of Arfnick,and the like venemous mine¬ 
rals, for this cauie that they Ihould be introduced into 
medicine ; no, for there are other fafer medicaments 
to be had, our aim herein is onely this, to (hew 
that even the molt poifonous, and molt fugacious or 


volatile minerals may be inverted or turned in and 
out by our moilt fire, and difpoiled of their veneno- 
fity and rendred fixt. 

LXXXII. The manner of tranfmniing the fugacious and 
™ eafily fiuxible minerals by the moifi fires ofjalts, jo 
■ as that being fixed they hardly admit of fiufion cr 
melting. 

TO exemplifie this, let us confidcr of Tin or Zink, 
which are reckoned amongfr the metals ol molt 
ealie melting, and are molt volatile. For the vulgar 
know that Tin is molten with a very little fire, and 
doth thereby vanilh in fume, if it be bur kept in 
continual fiux But ifit be calcined by continually 
flirting it into alhes, it bccometh fix, nor doth it ad¬ 
mit of reduction to irs former body by any violence 
of fire, but is turned into glals. 

So after the lame manner do we roalt or calcine 
Tin, Zink, and the other flying meuls with our 
moilt fires, and burn them into allies, and they fuch 
ones too as do not return to their former body, and 
thus ’tis done ; when we pour on them our fiery 
liquors, fo as that they heat together, or do even 
by attraction (or diflillationj again free the faid 
metals from thole liquors; for then thele merals re¬ 
main in the bottom like to dead afhes, nor do they 
luffer themfelves to be by any means reduced to their 
former bodies. 

N. R. But whoever he be that knows cheufing of 
fuch matters and powders thereunto, as can reduce 
fuch afhes to their former and futile bodies, fuch a 
one will not fpend his labour in vain; for he will 
get a metal of a much more noble and better nature 
than Tin, whole greateft internal part is gold and 
fiiver. 

But yet let no body imagine that he can perform 
this reduction by the help of Borax or Salts; no, in 
no-wife. For there are metallick matters required to 
this labour, to cauie a fluxing or melting, fundry 
preparations whereof I have taught to and again in 
my writings, but not under fuch a tirle or name as 
if this power orelficacy of thus doing wereafcribable 
unto them. For I have barely mentioned their ule 
in other metallick tranfmutations. - 


LXXXIII. How flying mercury 
admit oj heating red hot. 


is to be fo fixed as to 


/^Oagulate common mercury with common ful- 
V^/ pluir into a black afhes, and then mix this afh¬ 
es with the con-centrated fire of vitriol, or rather 
with fuch a fire as is extracted from fulphur it felf; 
fo as that there may arile from this mixture a thin 
mafs; of which raals put one or two lots in litinen 
or cotteji rags, and fo rowl them up that one fold 
may come over another, and the mercury may be 
in the middle. Then tie this ball firmly and ftrong-' 
ly with a thread, and let it be environed all about 
with the fire, thatfo all thofe rags may be red hot 
and changed into Coals 

Take out all this red hot mafs, let it cool, fepa- 
rate the burnt linnen rags, and you fhall find the 
mercury turned into a red powder ; but yet it hath 
no ingrefs into the metals, nor performetb it any 
thing of much moment in medicine, becaufe ic is 
converted by the burning of our fire into a dead 
earth. Neither have I here mentioned this coagula¬ 
tion as if any gain were to be received thencefrom ; 
but onely on this account, that the moft great vir¬ 
tues 
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tues and powers of our fires may by ihc opera¬ 
tion thereof be demonltrated. 

LXXXlV. Another experiment eafily demenfirating the 
p, fiibtl.ty of rendring mercury con ft ant in the fire, Joy 
our fecret fires of Jails, which thing the known and 
commute fire can never do. 

M ELT one part of common and yellow fulphur 
in a crucible or earthen Pot, and being mol¬ 
ten like oil call thereinto two parts of common mer¬ 
cury, and mix the matter well with a Spatula, that the 
fulphur may alTume the mercury, and may pals 
vvirh it into a black niafs. To which mate you rnuft 
yet add (o much fulphur as the weight of the whole 
mate in the Pot is of. Then all is to be molten to¬ 
gether, and to be by well flirt ing (b long mixt until! 
it get an alhy colour. Then you are to dip in the 
laid mate as it is in flux, pieces of liunen, fiich as they 
•are worn to ufe abouc fuming their Barrels with a 
briinllony odour, to preferve them from flinking. 
Such rags being put on an Iron Crook may be kind¬ 
led, by which kindling they are burnt up, theful- 
phur and part of the mercury vanifhing into the air, 
but lbme part being calcined with the flame of the 
fulphur and fixr, flicks to the burnt linnen. But. 
what virtues this calcined mercury abounds withall 
I cannot tell, as having never experimented it, and 
I have oncly inferred here this operation, for this 
end, that the power of our moifl fires may be made 
apparent. Many more meditations and inquilitions 
will be thereby laid open, which other wife would 
never have been fought after nor found out. For 
in this labour there op crateth a twofold, fire, viz,. 
the vifible flaine, and invifib.’e moifl fire which the 
fulphur hidetlt, and by the burning up of its body, 
manifefteth, and renders vifibleand efficacious. 

For that heavy acid oil of fulphur, which flicks 
hidden in all fulphur, performerh mofl great matters 
in metalline things; and becaufe the flame or external 
fire exafperates and torccrh on the internal, fharp 
and moifl fire of the fulphur, that acid quality fees 
upon that lubject that is adjoyned to it, and dellroy- 
eth the lame,and advanceih unto a more fixed hate. 

But that 1 may in feme fort fatisfie the greedy 
foarcher after truth in this thing, it feems to me ex¬ 
pedient here to mention the occafion, which (with¬ 
out fludying thereafter, viz, this coagulation of mer¬ 
cury) did by chance bring me thereunto; and did 
chiefly fhew me an excellent Arcanum of bringing all 
Wines, Vinegars, and other fucli like drinks eafily 
and fpeedily to a clarity and tranfparency. Such a 
fecrec it is, as I believe never was known as yet to 
any, and therefore worthy to be here fet down for 
the common benefit of mankind. 

LXXXV. An hificrical d: 'covery of the redullicn and 
reftoratten of tenacious and corrupt trine, to its f ormer 
clarity and gcodnefs. 

I had fome Wine in a VeflTel that became vifeid or 
ropy and tenacious ; for the amending of which, 
I fent for a Wine cooper, he pours it out , as is the 
ufual cuftom)‘into anorher freflt veil'd, and ufed 
thereunto all his arc, that fo he might better it. He 
pafied it oft times through a long Pipe made of white 
plates, and pertorated with many lmall holes, and 
many other means he ufed, even whatever he had 
knowledge of, but yet all he attempted was in vain, 
then at laft he pur into che Wine nofmall portion of 


| fair, and fhook them both together very flrongly, 
but all in vain, infoniuch that he left my Wine cor¬ 
rupt [as he found it] and out of all hope of refto- 
ring it. 

But becaufe there was too much fait thrown info 
the Wine, yea fo much as that it might be perceived 
even by che tafl, the Wine was rendred unfit to 
be drunk, though it fhould have [thereby] recove¬ 
red its former clearnefs. So there remuned nothing 
elfe to be done therewithal!, fave the extracting of 
its fpiric by diflillation. Yet neverthelefs I had a 
good mind yet to try whether or no it could poffibly 
be freed from that tenacity : to this end therefore I 
kindled fbmefulphurized rags, being fprinkled over 
with the mineral or oar of lead reduced into pow¬ 
der, and with that fume imbued I my Wine, as is the 
ufual cuflom when Wines are through corruption 
degenerated from their good ftate or condition. I 
added thereto the oar of lead becaufe that as the 
fulphur was burning the fume of the lead might 
penetrate ihe Wine and precipitate all the derilc- 
mencs to the bottom. But this experiment did not 
fadge. Then I took metcury and mixt it with ful¬ 
phur after the aforefliown manner [in the forego¬ 
ing Chapter] and dipt fome rags therein and kindled 
them, hoping that the mercury being tranfmuted in¬ 
to fume would have ingrete into the Wine. But 
yet it appeared quite contrary in the ufe, the ful¬ 
phur indeed was confumed by burning, but the 
mercury would emit no fume, but was contrarily 
turned into a red powder, and ftuck on to the burnt 
rags. After thefe burnings, (viz. of this mercuriali¬ 
zed fulphur) often reiterated, the Wine did not 
fmell of the Brimftons, as it's ufual to do, but of 
Musk or Ambergreafe, and recovered its former 
clarity; but yet not fit to be drunk becaufe of the 
overmuch quantity of the fait thrown thereinto. 

Thus it happened untome, the which thing others 
may confider of with a more accurate meditation, 
and may haply (from this hiftory ' apprehend fuch 
things,as may in other matters be very profitable. For 
it is not in vain that I mention thele things in this 
place. Enough is faid to the wife. ’Tis fufficient 
that I have fhowed the way, if any one refufe to 
go in the fame let him blame himfelf. 

LXXXVI. Hew cur moift fires of Salt are able after a 

Jort to fix the yellow and common fulphur, fo that it 

may be ufed with profit both in Medicine and Al- 

chymy. 

'T' 1 AKE one part of yellow fulphur beaten into 
powder, and four or five times fo much in 
weight of the con centrated fire of fait peter, which 
lpirit pour upon the faid powder in a glafs cucurbit, 
and abftraCl* it thencefrom feveral times by an A- 
lembick ; this done, the fulphur in the cucurbit 
will get a red colour and become pellucid or tranf- 
parent. 

If it refolves in the air into a far oil, the opera¬ 
tion is well handled ; if not the labour is to be re¬ 
peated either with the felf fame fire or with more 
new which is the better way. For the faid fires arc 
to be fo often drawn off thencefrom untill it flow 
l_cr refolve] into a fat oil: An oil I fay of fulphur 
which is endued with great virtues, not oncly in 
Alchymy and Medicine, but may likewife be ufed 
in other arts with a great deal of profit. But efpe- 
cially it is an egregious Ballom, refilling all the 
fteknefles of the Lungs, and other putrifying corrup¬ 
tions. 

















28 


Part IJ. 


The Ftr(l Century. 


tions, as (hall be apparently evidenced in the fol¬ 
lowing Centuries, more largely treating about thefc 
things. 

LXXXVII. A way of turning Antimony into a fnow- 
white medicament, by our moift frees of Jalts , ar.d 
which is of fafe and prof table life againft the Plague, 
all Fcvh, and other difeafes. 

*>/• 

HEN rhe Regains of Antimony made per fe 
without iron, and beaten into a powder is 
perfufed or throughly moillcned with the concen¬ 
trated fire of fait peter, and is for a while kept in 
warm (and ; the moift fire burns the Regulns of the 
Antimony into a white powder. After that rhe 
whole (hall be of a white colour, pour thereto com¬ 
mon water, and it will imbibe or draw to it the fire 
of the niter, which will again be fitting for other la¬ 
bours, and perform theoffice of lpirit of niter. 

The white powder being by many wafhings ren- 
dred fwcer, and then dried, performs the office of 
an excellent diaphoredek medicament and may with 
fafety be ufed ; it ftrongly refills the Plague, all 
Fevers and other difeafes, that arc to be expelled by 
fweat. 

LXXXVIII. By what means black and crude Antimony 
is to be reduced by the nitrous fre into a white pow¬ 
der, and the combuftible and yellow fulphur feparated 
therefrom, that it may ferve as a Panacea for the 
ref fling of all difeafes, and may operate by the four 
Emttnclories, Vomit, Stool, Sweat, and Urine. 

A Ntimony is by fo much the better and nobler, 
by how much the longer and fairer Rays or 
Stria's it appears to be of, and therefore fuch is of 
greater efficacy in medicine than all other lorts. To 
this therefore being powdered, pour fo much of the 
nitrous fire as may fer've rodillolveit; the which fire 
will prefentlv even in the cold, begin the work of its 
dilTolving. When that is done, put the glafs in 
warm land that all the Antimony may be dilfolved, 
and its yellow fulphur may Ivvim at top of the folu- 
tion like a yellow powder. The folution being cold, 
ftrain it thorough a pure linnen cloarh, and the ful¬ 
phur will flay behind in the cloath, and hath its 
peculiar ufe in Medicine and Alch) my. But to the 
lolution pour common water, thereby to quench and 
weaken the nitrous fire, fo that the Antimony may 
fall down to the bottom, in the form of a tender and 
lhow-white powder; the which being well walhed 
and dried, may be made ule of as a Panacea to drive 
away many difeales : For it operateth with a lingu¬ 
lar efficacy by all the Emunitories, but yet very 
fafelv, unlels any one doth too foolifhly and unskil¬ 
fully abufe the adminiftration ; lr is "alfo endued 
with all thole virtues that 1 haveaferibed to my red 
Panacata. 

LXXXIX. By what means the ccn-centred fre of Kit- 
chin fait drives over Antimony in a retort like But¬ 
ter, and aflordeth a matter of prof table ufe in Me¬ 
dicine and Alchymy. % 

P OUR upon the Regulns of Antimony beaten in¬ 
to a powder, the heavy con centrated oil of 
common fait, the which being again drawn off 
thencefrom in a retort by diftillation, brings over 
with it as much of the Reruh/s of the Antimony as ic 
can, and alccndech like a thick Butter. It is a migh¬ 


ty fire, and very fit for the ripening of fome imma¬ 
ture morals ; and vvirhail is mod profitable in Surge¬ 
ry, and lays a good Bafis and foundation for the cu¬ 
ring of incurable and cancerous Ulcers. Ifvou pour 
water upon this oil, the Antimony precipirateth out 
ofit, in the form of a white powder; and is to be 
afterwards well walhed and dried ; lo that being 
reduced into that white powder, it becomes a good 
medicament to be ufed in all thole difeafes, wherein 
the afordaid medicaments are appliable ; but with 
this caution, that it be given but in a very fmall 
dole, becaufe it is of a more powerfull operation 
than the aforegoing medicaments prepared by the 
help of the nitrous fire are of, and that for this rea- 
fon, becaufe the oil of common fait makes ihings 
fugacious or flying, bur the nitrous fires renders 
them more conflanc in the firs. 

XC. The way of turning mercury into a red, and firong- 
ly purging medicament by the operation of the nitrous 
fire. 

A Bftraft: two or three parts of our nitrous fire, 
from one parr of purged mercury, by diftilla- 
tion in a glafs cucurbit ; and it will make the mer¬ 
cury far more fixt than if Ayna Fcnis were many 
times drawn off therefrom by diftillation. This red 
mercury is to be freed from itsfaltincfs with common 
water, and lo becomes a ftrong purge, and is to be 
ufed in a finall dole of one, two, three, or at the 
molt four grains, and dfefteth the cure of Morbus 
Gallictts, and other luch like loathfome difeales. 

After the fame manner there may be eafily prepa¬ 
red, not onely lundry and excellent medicaments, 
by the operation of our moift fires, but there may 
be likewile done thingsof great moment in Alchymy 
and other arts; concerning which time will not per¬ 
mit me at this prelent to make a more ample narra¬ 
tion of, but I will remit it to the next following 
Centuries. 

Now forafmuch as I call in this Treatife the con¬ 
centrated fpiritff of (air, moift fires, and yet as to 
their outward lhape they reprelent no fhew of fire 
at all ; I deem ir neceffary to (hew by a more firm 
demonftration, that they abound not onely with 
fiery virtues, but alfo are falter their inlide is turned 
outwards, and their outlide inwards) true, vifible, 
palpable, and fenfib'e fires,but efpecially the nitrous 
fire, which beft of all confirms this our opinion and 
faying, it being prepared by the Cbvmick Art and 
operation out of a fiery lubjsR. 

XCI. The way of converting or turning the internal and 
yellow colour of cur moift and white nitrous fre 
from the inmofl parts, outward, and making i: vt- 
Jible. 

T HAT there is hidden a yellowncls and red- 
nefs in niter, is not beyond the reach of ar.y 
ones capacity, but it is very eafily likely, and cre¬ 
dible. For feeing that fait peter is a folar child, ic 
mull neceflarily anfwer to [or refemblej irs father 
the San in colour, form, virtue and . efficacy, if it 
would purchafe belief with any one as to its original 
and nativity. But fait peter (bines with a white 
colour, but rhe Sun is dad with a yellow garment 
and fhines like the fire ; infomuch that there is no 
correfpondencv or likenefs of colours, though other- 
• wile there is found the greateft fim’fitudein burning, 
and in ripening all things. This onely being the 
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difference between fait peter and the Sun, the one, 
■viz,, the peter doth particularly onely augment, ri¬ 
pen and -advance all things; but theSun doth uni- 
verfilly bellow on all things,life, increafe or growth, 
and nutriment, but yet the fait his companion is an 
helping afiiftanr as ftiall be evidently proved in the 
end (,l this book 

I do verily believe, that if it were an eafily accom- 
pliihable thing by us, w, to extravert the internal 
and innate rednefs in fait peter outwards, and to 
leparate the fame from its unclean and grols body, 
and knew we how to render it fix and conllant, 
we ftiould perform things of moft great mo¬ 
ment, in an universal way. 

But yet for the removing of this doubt, I will fhew 
that lalt peter is the foil of Sol, though (as to its out¬ 
ward Phyfiognomy, it refembles not its Father. 1 
do therefore lay, that its Fatheris the yellow Sun, 
from him it is generated, but yet by the help of the 
white Moon, ffie is the Mother, and bellows on it 
the whire colour But I lay, that the paternal 
bloud and fiery virtues it hides in its inmoft bow¬ 
els. So wifely is Salt Peter figned by its Parents, 
viz. by the Sun its Father, and the Moon its Mother 
The l ather bellows on this,his Son a fiery heart; the 
Mother a white and cold body ; from hence ’tis that 
it is clad with an Hermaphroditical nature, being 
Male and Female together, hot and cold, red and 
white, vivifying and killing. 

XCII Of the admirable nature of Magnetifm, attrac¬ 
ting to it Jclf its like. 

A Ccording to my fimple and fmall judgment, the 
.Zjl red colour of fait peter is nor { by the opera¬ 
tion of any other thing to be feparated from its 
white body, better and more commodioufiy than by 
the affinity and likenels of Ibme certain magnet that 
will touch it 

For example : Let us consider a little of common 
gold and common quick filver, they are lo linked 
withatyeof mutual love, and internal likenefs to 
each other ; that the one draws the other unto it 
fell'. 

For if in dealing withmercury any portion thereof 
fnould happen to fall on the ground, and daffiing it felf 
into a thouland Atoms, it cannot be by any kind of 
way better gotten together again, than by the help 
of Inch a magnet, as will attract to it felf the dif 
perled and dilated Atoms; fucha magnet metals are, 
and efpecially gold, as being conjoyned to it in 
the neareft affinity ; therefore I fweep together this 
*fo widely difperfed mercury, together with the 
earth and other defilements from which the laid 
mercury is fcarcely diftinguiffiable as being all over 
covered therewithal!: and to thefe defilements do I 
pur a piece of copper, filver or gold, which being 
well fhaken to and agen amongft thefe filthes, draws 
to it felf the widely difperfed and - fmall Atoms of 
the mercury, and fo recovers it by extracting it out 
of all that rubbifh. 

Now when the metal hath attracted mercury 
enough, and can attract no more, the mercury is to 
be wiped off from the metal with a linnen cloath ; 
which being again well fhook amongft the rrafh as 
you did afore, draws to it felf the other Atoms ; 
thefe labours are ro be (o often repeated, till it be all 
extracted, and fo renders it thee the fame without 
any lofs. 

Juft fo and after the felf feme manner may the in- 


moft foul, and which is largely difperfed throughout 
the whole body of rhe fait peter, be extra tied thence- 
from ; were onely fuch a magnet but known unto 
us, as had a great affinity with the foul of the . 
niter. 

I will yet fet down another, and a more evident 
fimilitude , that fo the bufinefs may become the 
more clear and manifeft and he the better under- 
ftood. 

XCIII. A clear and evident demonfration, whereby is 
fiown that even the moft hidden things may be mani¬ 
feft ed and rendred vijible by their magnets. 

L ET the admirable nature and property of the 
common magnet be well confidered ; nature 
having endowed it with two plainly contrary- vir¬ 
tues, one of attraction, the other ofcxpulfion. For 
on one of its fides it draws iron to it felf, and on 
the other of its fides it drives it off; and thus it does, 
not onely in its• great pieces, but alio when ’tis bro¬ 
ken into very fmall bits. For alway 7 s on one fide it 
draws to it felfthe iron, and on the other fide drives 
it from it felf, by this operation receding both poles 
viz,, rhe Northern and the Southern. 

But to return ro my purpofc: 1 will demonftrate 
by evident examples and operation, that the inmoft 
and moft hidden nature and properties of things 
are wont to be moft evidently manifefted and ob¬ 
tained, by attracting, and repelling magnets. For all 
the things that are, have their enemies and their 
friends, as fliall be proved in the following opera¬ 
tions. 

XCIV. An operation demon fir ating or a firming, that 
the internal and hidden natures and properties of things 
may be manifefted and obtained by attractive or re- 
f id free magnets. 

\ 

D Iffolve feme lots of lead, and fuch as is wholly 
void of filver, in Aq. Fortis, and precipitate the 
lead by pouring thereunto feme fait water, this [pre¬ 
cipitated lead] waffi with fair water and dry it. 
Take feme three or four ounces of this Calx of lead, 
and thereto admix a fifth part of pure gold, being 
firft reduced into moft pure and moft febrile Atoms, 
on fuch wife as hath been taught in other places of 
my writings ; but if you have not at hand fech a 
Calx, ufe another C^/xofgold prepared any' kind of 
way, but vet the firft Calx is the fitteft for this ope¬ 
ration. Melt both the Calx’s, viz. theleaden and 
golden one in a crucible, that the lead may become 
a fufile ftone ; but the gold Calx will (by this ope- / 
ration) be much heavier, and be white, this white¬ 
ned is nothingelfe lave pure and good filver, drawn 
out of Saturn by Sol fympathericallv, and made vifi- 
ble, which (afore) lay hidden in rhe lead in a fpt- 
ritual and invifible manner. 

But feme mav here demand; forafmuch as there 
is fomuch filver hidden in all lead, whencecomes it 
that none are found that get it out from thence? I 
anfwer, that there are indeed a many that would 
get our great maffes of filver out of lead, did they 
but underftand the art, and could fo bring it to ef¬ 
fect. Bur feeing they are ignorant of the natures 
of metals and their properties, and know not how 
to do any thing, they cannot become mafters of 
their wifhes. Now in this extraction, there is a two¬ 
fold caufe prefents is felf, viz. Sympathy, and An¬ 
tipathy. The gold by 7 reafon of the kin and amity 
1 it 
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ir hath with the lead, draws thencefrom unto it 
(elf the fpiritual lilver; and becaufo of an inbred 
hatred it has to fait, it drives away the fame from 
it (elf. The gold therefore (in extrading the Ipi- 
ritual filver out of the lead, hath an afliftanr, aiding 
it by a contrary operation, and fo bringing to pals, 
that there is (o much the more (liver ex traded, be- 
caufe the (alt being added to the lead, doth by rca- 
(on of that inbred e..mity and difference ’twixt it and | 
filver drive this, [wa. the diver] away from it as 

its enemy. ' - , , , , - u 

And although that out of fuch lead prepared with 
fair may diver be always molten, yea without ad 
ding any gold thereunto, meerly becaule ot the 
inimicitiotifhds that is between diver and fait, where- 
by is cauled that the diver is thru(1 out of the lead 
b> the fame as by its enemy ; yet fo much lilver is 
not gotten by that way, no not by the half, as is 
drawn out by the addition of gold 

For when the gold attracts, and the (alt expels, 
there are made two aftions together, the one by 
Sympathy, the other by Antipathy, both aiming at 
this mark, 'viz. to extract the hidden lilver and gold 
out of the lead. 

Let there be evaporated in a cupel two final! cen¬ 
tenaries or hundreds weight, each of like weight , 
and to one of the centenaries add fome pounds (of 
the proportionable fmall weight as the centenaries 
are) of pure gold, and there will come from that 
c ntenary more diver by the help of the gold, than 
from the other, whereto was added no gold : Cut 
the gain by this operation will not be much, or hap¬ 
ly noneat all; but this is onely to (hew, that it is 
verily pcflible, for gold being put upon the cupel 
with lead, to get fome diver thereout of, and to be 
more in weight; which effeft is produced onely 
by a fympathetical faculty. Be now if fait doth alto 
lend to gold its afliftance, then is there a twofold 
operation ofa double operator ; whilft in extrading 
of the diver out of the lead, the gold isoccupiedin 
attracting, and the lair in expulfion. 

Thefe things were of neceflity to be laid open by 
me, forafmuch as they teach by what means the in- 
nioft and mod pure parts are to be feparated from 
the more grofs ; (b that every one may know the 
natures and properties of things themfelves, wz,. 
with what love they imbrace each other, or what 
hatred there is betwixt them. 

By this experiment then, may any wife and un¬ 
der (landing man cadly learn and believe, that even 
out of fait peter or [any] other white body, the 
red foul may be extruded. Whofoever therefore (hall 
know how to get thcic helpers, viz>. Sympathy and 
Antipathy for his purpofe, (hall never labour in 
vain, but (hall arall times reap fruit by his labours. 

And as we have (hewn that out of any lead, by 
the help of gold, a good part of diver may be extrac¬ 
ted ; fo likewife may the fame be clearly proved to 
be done with the other metals, and which may all'o 
be effeded without rhehelp of gold. Yet neverthelefs 
the more dxt metal doth more readily and willingly 
atrad the more volatile and purer part of the other 
impurer metals, than an unclean metal doth, and 
even much more readily yet, when there is afore 
adjoyned to that metal from which any thing is to 
be exrraded, an enemy of that thing which you 
labour to extrad 

tlpon this account therefore was I willing to infert 
an experiment, that lb none might account of the 
thing mentioned as of (mall moment, buc rather 


that he accurately ponder thereupon in his mind, 
that fo he may thereby arrive tp things of great 
moment by a well examiningof the fame. 

Now as it hath been'clearly and evidently taught 
that dxt lilver may be gotten out of any lead, as 
well by Sympathy as by Antipathy, even fo may ic 
eadly be proved, that the fpiritual gold may be ex¬ 
tracted out of other metals, partly by Antipathy, 
and partly by Sympathy, but much eader by An¬ 
tipathy and Sympathy joymly together, fo that 
one matter may draw unto its lelfthe objed it loves, 
and the other may drive from it what it hates ; as 
we have proved in lead. _ If then this may be done 
in metals v why may it nor be likewife done in other 
fubjeds. 

We will therefore proceed on and fee, whether or 
no it can be fo brought to pals, that the hidden 
rednefs may be drawn out of (alt peter by Sympathy 
and Antipathy. 

Having therefore underftood by the things alrea¬ 
dy fpoken, that like draws to ic (elf its like, and is 
repelled from its unlike, there remains nothing elfe 
for us to do but to know what that like is, by which 
(alt peter fullers it (elf to be extraded. 

When we advifedly condder the rife or birth of 
fait peter, it is not to us unknown that it draws its 
originality from the excrements of animals, but ef- 
pecially from the dung of horned Beads, as Cows 
and (deep. And forafmuch as Sheep and Cows do 
feed onely on Herbs and Grafs that grow in the 
Fields, and that rhofe vegetables do proceed from 
the terredrial fait by the help of the folar beams, it 
is more clearly evident than the Noon day light, 
that the hot Sun is the Father of (air peter and the 
cold night the Mother, the earth the Nude, and 
Salt the Food, nutriment and encreafe of the fame ; 
the which is to be undcrllood as in reference to the 
Macrocosm or great World. But the vegetables, or all 
flirubs, herbs, and all graft which arife out of the 
earth in the Atacrocofr» , cannot be more aptly com¬ 
pared with ought, than with the Hairs and Wool of 
Men and Beads, which are born our of the earth of 
the MicrocojM or out of the animal body, like as 
the flirubs and herbs, and graft do fpring forth and 
grow out of the Macrocojtnical Earth. Upon this 
(core, the hairs, hoofs, or claws, and horns of 
Beads ; likewife the feathers and claws of Birds, and 
alfo the teeth and (calcs of Fifties, do altogether 
(quarcas to their (imilitude with (alt peter ; they be¬ 
ing (uch things as vvhereout of, together with 
other the (iiperfhious excrements of nature, true and 
good fait-peter may be made with eafe. 

And like as to the procreation of vegetables in* 
the A/tcrvcoJm, and for their increafe or growth, 
there is requifite a fat and fait earth, the warm fplen- 
doroftheSun, and the fruitfu l Rain, whereby all 
kinds of fruits are born, and ripened; but conrrari- 
ly by the penury or want of fa t (it being the onely 
nutriment,] and of the warm Sun beams, and of 
the Rain which is the promoter of all fertility, every 
thing that is vegetable muft needs perifh and die; 
even lb is it in the body of Man : For as long as the 
heart of Man is in a prosperous healthfulncfs, and 
that the central fire, or viral Spirit, and radical nioif- 
ture be not defective, all rhingsare well and ingood 
equipage, and the whole body takes increafe or 
growth, and the hairs grow plentifully -. But on the 
contrary, when meat arid drink fail, the whole bo¬ 
dy fullers lofs, continues and withers away and the 
hairs fall otf. 
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But to comprile all in brief, I fay, that all growths 
and augmentations as well in the Alacrococojm as in 
the Microco;m , nuift of necefllry be at a Hand and 
lt-flen as fbon as the warm fblar beams, together 
with the nutriment it (elf cenfeth and is deficient. So 
then iris a truth, that in Man as being a Microcosm 
or little World, and in the other amimals, the hairs 
may be compared with the Tree', Shrubs,Herbs, and 
Grafs of the great World, becaufe of the great like- 
nefs that is between them. 

And therefore the hairs of animals and hoofs, 
claws, feathers and feales of them arc very like to 
(alt peter, infomuch that one part doth after a fym- 
pathetical manner cxtraCt from the other, the moft 
great virtues and inmoft foul, and (bone doth mani- 
fcft the other. 

For example, when the skin, hairs, claws, hoofs, 
or nails of a man or any other animal, as likewilethe 
feathers of Birds are fmeared with the fpiritof niter, 
or anointed therewithal!, they prefently become as 
vellow as gold, and do as t’were put on a golden 
hue. Jt may now be demanded, from whence 
arifeth that colour l comes it from the hairs them 
(elves, or from the niter fpirit? If that golden colour 
did arife from the hairs themfe'.ves, then it would of 
neeeflity be, that it (hould alfo difeover it (elf, when 
the hairs are moiftened with other (harp and ftrong 
waters ; but thus ’twill never do, but onely when 
they are fmeared with the fpirit of niter, or elfe 
with Ay. Fcrb/,whichcontaineththeniterfpirit. From 
thefe things therefore it is evident, rhat the fuperfiui- 
ties of the Alicrocofm have a moft notable affinity with 
the fuperfluities of -the Macroccfm, -viz,, herbs, and 
graft. Hence comes it to paft, that one part draws 
or fucks from the other part its beft virtues and 
power, and renders them vifible, which afore lay 
hidden invifibly and impalpably in their grois bodies. 

XCV. The manner of extracting out of niter its gold-like 
foul, 

I F we wou'd go the neaieft way to work with ni¬ 
ter to extract its (bu' } then the grofs niter is firft 
to be mundified by diftillation, then afterwards out 
of this purged body is the moft pure part to be ex¬ 
tracted by a convenient magnet, and the groft foeces 
to be removed ;and this moft pure foul to be brought 
by concentration and fixation to the utmoft degree of 
perfection and dignity. 

And albeit I could here (et down in more clear 
expreffions, the manner of extracting it, yer I am 
not lb minded to do becauie of the unworthy. Let 
this manuduCtion fuffice, whereby is ffiown what 
means it is to be done by, viz,, by fame magnet 
attracling to it felf its like by a magnetickoperation. 

I can at all times exhibit fuch a yellow gold like foul 
of niter, and u(e it in the licknefies of my neighbour. 
But, enough as touching rhefe matters, we fhall be 
more large concerning them, in the following Cen¬ 
turies. 

XCV I. How the me if and cold fire of niter is to be fo 
ordered as to yield its vifible flame. 

P UT (bme ounces of our con centrated and moift 
fire of niter in a glaft, and pour thereupon 
drop by drop a (harp Lixivium made of Wood allies, 
or rather of fixed niter, and keep pouring on folong, 
till all the noife, fuming, and ebullition ceafe, and 
that the moift fire it lelf be wholly allayed and (lain. 


This done, all the corroding faculty is taken away 
from that fire, which (aid fire doth b.y this operation 
return to its former nature, and is changed into fuch 
a (alt peter as it was afore its being converted into 
a moift fire. Out of this (alt peter, being now made 
purer and better by lb many converfions and ope¬ 
rations, may a new moift fire be extracted by diitil- 
lation and con centration, which is far better and 
much ftronger than the former. 

And now if this fecond moift fire tie again ex- 
tinguiftied with a Lixivium of fixt niter, and be 
again turned into fait peter,and.this peter be by anew 
diftillation and con centration turned into a moift 
fire, this (aid fire will be endued with far greater 
virtues: For in every mortification and vivificarion 
it becomes one degree ftronger,nobler, and more effi¬ 
cacious; and lb is die (alt peter it (elftoo by thofc con- 
yerfionsand reductions exalted fevcral degrees, and 
is at length brought to that pafs, that it can do more 
wonderfu.l things than the common is wont to do; 
for one pound of fuch a Lilt peter being exalted to 
the utmoft degree of liibtilty is far more efficacious 
than many pounds of common (alt peter, and ftron¬ 
ger, and much excels it in virtue. But it is not ex¬ 
pedient that every one (hould know, what may be 
effected with fuch a moft fubtile and moft pure" lalt 
peter. 

The ancient Philofbphers hid the preparation and 
uL of common (alt peter ; and why (hould not we 
alfo hide fuch a fait peter exalted to the utmoit de¬ 
gree of fubtilty, wherewith the common peter is not 
atall comparable,especially in all fuch labours vvhere- 
unto the common fort is wont to be applied, this 
operates much readiler, and far better and more 
effectually. 

But that the truth may be clearer than the noon¬ 
day, I will add one operation of a metallick tranfinu- 
tation, by which it fhall be clearly evidenced unto 
every one what fuch a moft fubtile (alt peter is able 
to efteCt. 

XCVII. An operation flawing the manner how by the 
help of fait peter promoted to the highefl degree of fub- 
ti-ty, theJuperjluous combujlible fttlphur of the imper¬ 
fect metals may be kindled and burnt up ; even as 
common fre burns up wood , infomuch as nothing will 
be left remaining favc a little fixt fait and ajhes ; fo 
likewife in this burning up of the impure metals by 
cur mofl pure Jalt peter , there remains alfo nothing 
fave that fixt gold and fllver which lay JprituaUy 
hidden tsi the metaf and is I noiiA. left by the cu//i- 
bufitble Scoria's. 

jP Very one knows that out of the common Salt 
Is Peter and Brimftonc , may Gunpowder be 
made ; but yet (hort in goodneft, of that which is 
made of purified laic peter Bv how much the pu¬ 
rer and fubtiler the fait peter is, fo much the better 
and ftronger powder doth it make. The fame may 
be underftood as touching the other ufes of fait 
peter. 

Further, everyone knows that the common (alt pe¬ 
ter reduceth the common metals into a Scoria by bur¬ 
ning them, and waffieth gold and filver, and leaves 
them pure, concerning which fiery waffling I have 
hitherto mentioned leveral things! But that the 
common fait peter doth perform this waffling better 
than the pure, and this pure better and more effi- 
cacioufly than the pureft, is no fuch matter in the 
leaft, which thing experience will moft. manifeftly 
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open to him who will try the lame. Verily a (mall 


fire will not do thofe things which a greater will do, 
nor will this greater effect fuch things as the greatest 
will, and this is fo evident and manifoft that there is 
none dares deny it. 

Take one part of the Regains of Antimony and 
four parts of pure Tin ; melt them in a crucible and 
pour them out, and let them cool ; this mafs makes 
all iron and fteel fufile, therefore when you would 
melt iron'’or fteel, fill a crucible with cither of the 
metals, fet it in a Wind Furnace, and leave it fo 
long in the Coles till«!l the matter wax highly red 
hot. Then take off the cover and put into thecru 
cible, half as much of the faid mixt mafs of Regains 
of Antimony and Tin, as the iron or fteel put in the 
crucible weighed, then put on the cover, and cover 
it over with the Coles, and urge the fire as ftrongly 
as ever poffibly you can, that lo themafsyou put in, 
may caufe the iron or fteel to melt. When ’tis all 
well molten, pour it prefently forth, leaft the Tin 
flying away in fume, leave the molten iron, and fo 
it returned to its former hardnefs and not fuffer it 
felf to be fufed. 

This matter con lifting of the Regains of Antimony, 
Tin, and Iron, or Steel, is fo hard, that you may 
ftrike fire thereout of with a flint. 

Now then if you would experiment the abovefaid 
combuftion or burning up, take a good ftrong cru¬ 
cible made of potters earth, and fill it with fait peter, 
fet it on live Coals fo that the fait peter may melt, 
then having caff your tin and iron in the form of 
fmall rods, heat one end of the rods fo as not to 
melt, hold the other end in a pair of Tong’s, and put 
it into the molten fait peter, that the iron together 
with the tin and Regains of Antimony may be burnt 
up as if it were wood, and vanifh away with the 
flame into a fume. For almoft all tin and iron are 
a meer fulphur, and being confumed by the flame, 
leave nothing elfe in the crucible lave Scoria's, which 
being wafhed with water, and boiled on a cupel or 
teft with lead and blown off - , do leave behind, the 
true gold and filver hidden in both metals. 

For when by the flame tiffo pure a fait peter, the 
impure fulphur of the iron and tin is burnt up, it 
muft necellarily be that what good loever was in the 
metals do remain behind. 

I do nor therefore here fet down this operation, 
as if I would thereby promife any one golden moun¬ 
tains. No fuch matter. For I onely manifeft thefe, 
and fuch like labours meerly for this end, that every 
one may know, that fait peter being brought to a 
requilite purity, is wont to burn up imperfect metals 
as one burns up wood ; and it may be eafily gather¬ 
ed thencefrom, that fuch a pure fait peter doth as to 
its virrues much exceed the common peter. 

As for fuch like labours of burning up the imper¬ 
fect metals by fait peter purified in a due manner, 
and of getting pure gold and filver with profit, they 
fhall be taught in the following Century (God wil¬ 
ling) 

For even as this firft Gentury doth for the mod 
part treat of fire and fait; fo the chiefeft part of the 
following Century fhall treat of the wonderfull and 
great efficacy of purified fait peter in deftroying, 
and reducing metals, and that with great bettering 
of them, and with no fmall profit. And albeit I was 
defirous of inferting in this firft Century, fuch like 
profitable betterings of the metals, yet it could nor 
well be done; principally becaufe. that there are 


the con centrated fpirits of fait, that I mull necef 
farily pafs over here,becaufe the number of this Cen¬ 
tury is already up, and therefore muft I refer them 
to the following Centuries. 

And forafmuch as there is frequent mention made 
in this Century, ofglaflesand crucibles, which none 
can be without in the preparing and ufe of thefe 
moift fires, becaufe of the many hazards and Ioffes 
wherewithal common inftruments are accompanied, 
for they often break, or elfe eafily let out or fpill the 
boiling matrers; it is altogether requifite that I fhould 
here have manifefted this excellent invention ofmine, 
which preventeth all fuch difeommodities; and which 
I hinted at in the fecond part of my Miractdum 
Mnndi. 

But whereas I have bellowed both thofe inven¬ 
tions there on the poor, of meer gift, it would be an 
unjuft thing fo take away from them what is theirs ; 
nay rather they fhould have by good right more 
beftowed on them. So then being not able to pro¬ 
ceed any farther as to this cafe, this thing onely re¬ 
mains, 'viz., an affirmation that neither Medicine 
nor Alchymy can want or be without fuch excellent 
Inventions. But yet if any onedelires to have them, 
he may write to thofe two men, to whom I have 
given them, that they may trade for the poor ; what- 
loever any one that is defirous of knowing thofe fe- 
crets fhall bargain with them for, he will not be 
repulfed bur obtain his define, and purchafe from 
them the fecrer; the which proccfs 1 will neverthe- 
lefs deferibe, omitting the naming of the matters. 


XCIX. The manner of preparing fuch crucibles as will 
hold metals in flux a long time, and which cats nei¬ 
ther be broken nor melted. 


R. 


air 


not any burning in the Potters Furnace. They will 
(being rightly handled) fiand a long time in the 
coals, and will not chap, neither will they melt with 
the moft vehement fire. 


I 


. 


XCVIII. The way of putting glaffes in difl illation and 
digeflion , and fo conferzrmg them, that the boiling 
matter be net fpilt. 


mix thefe matters, and moiften them with common 
water, that they may be converted into a mafs, of 
which you fhall (by a crucible mold) frame fmall 
and great crucibles, knocking them into your mold 
with an heavy mallet, according to the manner I 
deferibed in the fifth part of my Furnaces. Then 
take them forth of the mold and dry them in the 
and when they are dry ufe them ; for they need 


i 


'"JpAKE 

with this matter fence your.glafs, that the matters 
you put into them run not our, or be fpilt, and you 
"fhall not lofe them. 


C. An infallible demenflration, that in fait and fire 
all things lie hidden ; or, that by the help of the Sun 
and Salt all things are generated, arife, grow, and 
encreafe. 


F Orafmuch as I caufed to be ftamped at thebe- 
ginning of this fmall work, a circle with afquare 
in its°infide, and with thefe annexed words, In the 


many other things concerning the profitable ufe of Sun, and m Salt are all things-, (the truth of which 
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figure and infeription is fufficientl)' enough evidenced 
bv the fo many operations delcribed in this Centu¬ 
ry;) it feemed worth while unto me, to make an 
affection herein the end of this Treatile by a true 
and evident demonftration, that all things are pro¬ 
created, conferred, and encreafed by the Sun and 
Salt, as being the principal and moft noble creatures 
of God ; but with this provizo, that there be prefenc 
the feeds of thofe things that require multiplication. 

For though the Sun and Salt were yet far excellenter 
and nobler fubjedts than they now be,yet notwithftan- 
diiig could they not produce or generate fo much as 
the fmalleft herb or meaneft worm (to fay nothing 
of a Man) without feed. If we have but feed, then 
it is permitted us by God, to propagate the fame by 
the Sun and Salt. The begetting of feeds, God 
hath referved to himfelfalone. The feed therefore 
is for us fufficient, which if we have, we are able to 
propagate and encreafe it even to infinity, by the 
efficacy of the Sun and Salt, (that univerfal nutri¬ 
ment of all things.) 

The univerfal medicament and nutriment that the 
Countrey men ufe about conferving their Vineyards, 
Grounds, and Paftures, is the Dung of Cattle and 
Sheep ; from the which Dung being laid to the 
roots of the Vines and Trees, and thrown into the 
Fields and Paftures, the Vegetables do attrad their 
necelfary nutriment, do grow and bring forth fruits 
needfull for the fupport and nourifhment of Men 
and Bealls. 

But forafmuch as this nutriment which all the Ve¬ 
getables do extradl out of the Dung of the Bealls is 
nothing elfe but a urinous Salt, and that we know 
how to prepare out of the common Salt, fuch a 
urinous Salt which may be ufed about dunging and 
fatning the Earth inllead of Dung, therefore verily 
we may be without that laid Dung, being but for¬ 
mfeed with fuch a Salt ; the which being Alkaliza- 
ted by the fire doth extend it felf much wider, or 
goes farther, and dures much longer in the Earth, 
nourifhing and dunging it, than the Beafts Dung doth. 

Belides it gives to all Fruits and Corn, a far fwee- 
rer favour, and fmell, than Dung it felf doth, the 
truth of which will ealilv appear to him that will 
make tryal of the lame Nay more, and what is of 
far greater moment ; there may (by the help of fuch 
Salts be communicated to Fruits, efpecially tothofe 
that grow on Trees, and to Grapes, a moll fra¬ 
grant odour ; if inllead of Dung, fuch Salts be ufed 
to the Fields and Gardens, and fome fpices or other 
things of a fragrant fmell be mixed with thofe Salts, 
and put to the roots of the Vegetables. An example 
will illuflrate it more clearly. 

Flow up feme part of fome barren Ground, fuch 
as is fo for want of Dung ; or, even fomemeerfan- 
dy Ground, and throw upon it of the faid fait as 
much as is (ufficicnr, and by plowing mix it with the 
Earth it felf, and few therein any kind of grain you 
pleale, and it will Ipring up out of the felted Earth 
or Sand, and be encreafed, and recompence the 
pains taken about it, with an hundred fold encreafe 
of the feed, even juft as if you had dunged it, 
nay better than with the common Dunging. 

And now I pray, whence doth that faculty of 
growing, encreafing, and multiplying arife, feve 
irom Salt alone, which you lowed your barren 
Field withall i For the feed cannot purchafe to it 
felf nutriment, and aliment, growth and encreafe 
Horn the barren Sand and Rain-water onely. And 
this you may try the truth of very ealilv, if you fill 


two wooden Chefts or Boxes with common Sand, 
and put to the Sand in one of them one, two, or 
three pounds ot that inverted Salt, (according to the 
bignels or fmallnefs of your box) and in the other 
box let there be onely Sand. If now you few divers 
feeds in each of the Sands, and fet them in the air, 
moiftening them with Rain-water, thofe feeds will 
indeed grow out of both the Sand-boxes and get in- 
creafe, but yet that which grows w.here it has been 
fprinklcd with Sale is far fuller and perfedler, info- 
much that it will hold on its growth till it comes to 
its utmoft ripenefs, whenas the other feeds in the 
ocher Sand-box will by little and little perife and 
dye. 

It evidently appears from hence that the faculty 
of growing and increafing, in all things proceedetli 
from Salt onely. If fo be therefore, that Peale, 
Beans, Oats, Barly, Rye, Wheat, Wine, and all 
kinds of Fruits, do grow, and are increaled by the 
benefit of Salt, it neceliarily follows, that Salt is the 
lubjedt and univerfal nutriment. 

But that it may be underftood how the common 
Salt (which otherwife is wont to corrupt or extin- 
guiffi all the faculty of growth in thofe things it is 
mixed withall) is to be inverted or turned in and 
out, that its hurrfull corroding property being put otf 
it may put on the nature of Alkalies or urinous Salts, 
I do here covertly fet down the manner ot the ope¬ 
ration, fo that it may remain hidden to mine enemies 
and be communicated onely to my friends. 

Take common Salt, &c. f See the Preparation in 
Append. 5 . p. Trofp. Germ. ] 

Let them be well heated red hot together at the 
fire, this done, the felt will be difpoiled of its Acri¬ 
mony and get an urinous property, and being ufed 
in a due quantity inllead ofDung, to barren Grounds, 
caufeth that the feeds fown therein produce much 
fruit. Bur this kind of dunging requireth frequen¬ 
ter Rains than that which is done with Dung ; and 
therefore it may be better and more commodious in 
moorife places than Beafts Dung, if it may be done, 
which conjoyns the laid felt, and produccth the 
moft wifeed effedls 

But efpecially the faid felt is far better for Vines 
and Iruit Trees than Dung is: for it gives to 
Grapes, Apples, Pears and fuch like Tree-Fruits, a 
far better favour than Dung is wont to afford: Beiides, 
this benefit accrues to Vines thereby, that being 
fprinkled with that Salt, they have olt times nutri¬ 
ment enough 'for twenty years, and do every year 
bring forth Fruit moft plentifully : whereas the nu¬ 
triment of dunging will fcarce fuffice for five or fix 
years. 

Further, That Salt may be far ealier, and with 
much lefs colls carried and tranfported into the high 
Mountains than Dung can ; for a far greater quanti¬ 
ty of Dung Is required than of the faid Salt, which 
laid Salt dirtufeth it felf far larger, or goes much far¬ 
ther than the Dung, and dures longer. 

I did this very fpring-time laft paft, put fuch an 
inverted felt to feme half dead Vines, which being 
planted in a lean fend y ground could fcarce grow up 
a fingers heighth, and they prefently began to ffou- 
rifh, and grewupfo faft that the growth was day by 
day perceptible. When therefore on a certain day 
l was {hewing feme Friends of mine the melioration 
of metals, in my Laboratory, to be effected by the 
help of common felt, as they were wondring ut the 
thing, I {hewed them thofe Vines afore my Labora¬ 
tory, that fprang up from the half dead Hocks, and 
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thcv meaiuring fome ot the branches of the \ ines, 
found that in two or three months they were grown 
Tome 6, 7, 10. and 11 foot long, and the flocks or 
{talks whence they grew were two or three times 
thicker than at firft ; which great change or tranf- 
rmiration in the Vines , proceeding from the (alt 
would be more admirable and profitable than thatot 
metals, if we did not look upon that tranfmutation 
of gold with tuch covetous eyes. And forafmuch as 
this tranlinutatrin fpoken ot, was obferved in the 
month of July, and that there are almoft yet three 
months for Vines to encreafe and grow; any one 
may eafily conjecture what an encreate the wood 1 or 
branches' 1 ! of the Vines would have in the (pace of a 
whole Summer. 

But let this fuffice concerning the inverfion of the 
common fair, being a mod profitable promoter of 
the growing faculty in all things 5 the which things I 
was neceffitatcd to declare heie in the end ot this 
fmall work, that fo I might demonftrate thofe things 
which 1 averted at the beginning of the fame, viz.. 
that in fait lie all things hidden, and by the feeds of 
things and the help of the Sun are readi ed viiible, 
palpable and eflential. 

An Admonition to the friendly Reader, or a Propofltion 
not preferring or tying to any body, whereby is jhevm 
how much benefit the Countrey may in general obtain 
by my not chargeable extraction of Gold and Silver 
out of the fugacious or flying Minerals. 

T HAT my inventions may be in many places 
profitable for the whole Countrey, I judged it 
worth while, briefly to declare my meditations or 
conceptions thereabouts ; and to make a declaration 
of the way or manner which I judge it may molt ex¬ 
ceeding profitably be done by. 

Firft of all, I fuppofe it is fufficiently well known 
that Princes and Noblemen are occupied or troubled 
with otherguefs burdens and bufinefsthan to employ 
or bufie themfelves with the care and enquiry after 
the metalline mine-pits, that are here and there in 
the Countries fubjeft unto them. And if they fhould 
commit the care of thefe things to their fervants, ’tis 
likely that they would rather pafs their time in fcaft- 
ings or merry meetings, than in a painfull fearch of 
Mines and metallick Veins in the woods and moun¬ 
tains. And as for the fubjefts themfelves, feeing 
they are altogether rude and ignorant of fuch arts, 
by what means, and with what fiicccfs they can un¬ 
dertake fuch kind of Labours, any one may eafily 
guefs. Thefe are the Caufes why things of fuch 
great moment are let flip without any profit at all, 
and are plainly neglefted. But in my judgment, 
though it be but (lender, any Prince that hath many 
Subjeds under his obedience, may every year ga¬ 
ther ftore of gold and fiiver, and that without coffs, 
if he would but cnely caule a (mail Laboratory to be 
erected, wherein the poor Mines may be extracted 
with due waters; and leave given to fuch of his fub- 
jects as breath after the knowledge of fuch Arts, to 
frequent fuch a Laboratory, and there to learn fuch 


Arts, with this Provi'o, that every one fhould bring 
the gold, fi'.ver and copper boiled cr gotten cut of 
the poor minerals by the help of the Laid extraction, 
into the Mony-fhop or Coining houfe, at Inch a rate 
as they are every where cfteem<=d or valued at, and 
not tranfport it our of the Coumrey. Now by this 
means, not only the chiefMagiilrate would without 
any coft and labour get no final! profit by the mony, 
but likewife every body would to their utmoft, la¬ 
bour in the inquifition after fitch poor Mines, that 
he might get Gold and Silver, and other Metals, out 
of thole poor metallick Veins, and get gain for him 
and his. But now if the Prince or Magiftrate will 
not permit his Subjects the exercife of fuch a work, 
but keep all to himfelf, any one may eafily conjec¬ 
ture, that not fo much as a man will fet about fear- 
ching after fuch Mines, but will rather hide them, 
el'pecially if the Magiftrate (as is wont to be fome- 
times donej would conftrain his Subjects to fuch 
kind of Labours. i], 

This (according to my fimple opinion, no ways 
preferring to any what to doc) would be the readi- 
eft way, without hurting of any man (nay rather it 
would help and aflift many a man ) of furnifhingour 
Country with Gold and Silver Coin, which Foreign¬ 
ers have made it bare of. But this will not be by 
any way, unlefs the Magiftrates themfelves do makG 
a beginning, as to the inftitution of fuch a work, by 
this means inviting and ftirring up their Subjects to 
undertake fuch like Labours, which will bring great 
Treafures even to the whole Country. By this 
means may rich Mints be fet up in very many places, 
inftead of thofe which at this rime afford Adony or 
Coin fofparingly, and no fmall portion of Copper 
too, mixed with it. 

Thefe few things was I willing to advife for the 
fake of the good of the whole Country ; only lay¬ 
ing down my fimple opinion without preferring a 
rule to any, hoping, that no body of what rank or 
condition foever they be, will take it otherwife than 
well. 

Secondly, Every Prince and great man wou'd 
mightily promote the common welfare of his poor, 
if he would but take the care of fhewing the way of 
fo inverting common Salt by one hours heating it red 
hot, and bringing it to that pafs, that it may be 
made ufe ot inftead of Cattles dung, for the faming 
and bettering of barren Vineyards, unfruitfull Gar¬ 
dens, and other Fields that are backward or flow in 
bearing Fruits: for verily, even from this very Art 
would redound much profit to fome Countries. For, 
many Vineyards here and there, and many Grounds 
do want due tillage becaufe of the fcarcity of Dung, 
whereas otherwife they would prove very profitable 
both to the Subjedls and Magiftrates, if they could 
be fatned and made fertile by this kind of wav. 

Befides too,all Wines would be had in much more 
plenty, and be of a far fweeter and plcafanrer tafle, 
by fuch a medium, than if the Vineyards and Fields 
were dunged with Beafts dung. But as touching 
this tiling, lee more in the continuation of my Mir*- 
citlum Mtindu 


The end of the Firft Century . 
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J LAU B E R‘ 

Wealtljp of CrcaCttttSo 

Which doth Illuftrate bis hitherto publifbed Writings , with a more 
evident Explanation , and doth more clearly demonflratc 
the Truth hidden in them. 


The Firft Arcanum or Secret of the Second Century, 

S H EWET H, 

By what means fucb Meta/s as are hnperfeci , wild all d in a manner unapt for ufe or 
/ ale , may be ripened or bettered by Common Salt and Fire , fo as to yield forth 
Gold and•Silver with betiefit and advantage . 


I have in the foregoing firft Century, as alfb in 
the Appendix to the fifth part of the profperi- 
ty of Germany, dcfcribed the incineration or 
reduction into afhes, which is to be done with 
Coals in a peculiar Furnace, fit for torrcfaCtion or 
calcining. 

Though this be a laborious way and tedious, yet 
is it not without its benefit, provided that a great 
quantity 'as I have already oft times faid) of the 
not vendible minerals and metals be thereto ufed. 
But that fuch an incineration may be done after a 
more eafic and compendious manner, the following’ 
way may be made ufe of. 

Build an Hearth of good and fitting earth upon a 
firm foundation, put thereupon a Furnace [or an 
Arch] of good ftones, ad joy n hereto an Oven, [or 
fide Furnace] one of which the fire may play and 
emit its flame over all the laid Hearth, and pals 
thereout of by a Chimny made for that purpole. 
Upon this Hearth put thefe metalline earths being 
broken in a Mill, and commix them with the Salt, 
and Coals reduced into powder, and leave them for 
twenty or twenty four hours, that they may be all 
well fired and heated red hot: For by this means, 
the fait makes the fugitive metal in Ibme lort con- 
ftant and able to brook the fire ; and the wild ful- 
phureoufnefs leaves the metalline mineral, and ad- 
joyns it felf to the fair, and-converreth it into a vi¬ 
triol or Sal. M:rab;Ss. This twenty or twenty four 
hours heat, gets a cor.ftaney and fluxibility to thole 


wild metallick veins, and dothwithall by that labour 
fo fit and prepare the fair, that it doth afterwards by 
an eafie mutation pals into good fait peter. 

After that the faid minerals have gotten themfelves 
a better ftate by the faid Cementation, they are 
to be drawn out of the Fire or Hearth, with iron 
inflxuments fit for fuch a purpofe, and new and 
frefn minerals are to be put in, and to be dealt with* 
ail after the lame manner as we laid but now. 

The minerals that are taken forth are to be bro¬ 
ken in a Mill, and then the fait to be wafhed ofF 
with common water, and to be afterwards tiled a- 
bout making fait peter, the which we have taughc 
in the Appendix. 

'I he light Coals [or Scinders] and unprofitable 
earth is to be feparated by water, from the metal¬ 
line part, and this metalline part, or heavier limns, 
being reduced and molten in the Furnace called Sti- 
chofen, yields a beautifullor pure and gainlull metal. 

There are fbmetimes found in many p’aces of 
Germany , wild, fugacious, and unmeltable minerals 
of lead, which for that they contain in them Su’« 
phur, Antimony, or Lafts Calammans , do not ad 
mit of reduction in the Furnace called S;i,-hofcn , but 
do either go off in fume, or turn inrod-rofs. But 
being firit roalted after the aforefaid manner, and 
fitted for liquefaction, the lead, comprehending in it 
filvertoo, may be thence gotten with profit, where- 
asotherwile they are wontto be dea’t withall with¬ 
out any fru.r, and are therefore given over. This 
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incineration therefore is profitably ufed to fuch de¬ 
generate minerals 

Now if fo be any would deal with vendible and 
good metals, and would have profit from them by 
incineration, he mull proceed this following way. 

II. The manner of reducing lead into after, and fo hand¬ 
ling it with the fpirits of fait , that gold and fiver 
maybe thence gotten with profit. 

e. . 

I have at large taught in my firlt Century, that in 
the ripening of metals and other chymical ope¬ 
rations, a greater fire is endued with llronger power 
than a leller, which is eafie to be underllood by 
thole that have any wit. 

I juft now taught the maturation and bettering 
of unprofitable and wild metallick earths with crude 
and grols laic 

But forafmuch as the grofs fait and a weak fire 
cannot of necelfity put forth lo much ftrength as a 
ftronger fire is wont to doe, therefore for lucli as de 
lire a ftronger fire than the common fait, the purer 
part is to be (by the help of Art) drawn our of the 
crude lalt and to beleparated from.its grofncls and 
impurity, the which is eafily brought to pafs by dif 
filiation And as for thele fires of falts, and the 
procuring them in great plenty, my writings, but 
cfpecially the precedent firft Century, do clearly 
and evidently treat of them, and this lecond Cen¬ 
tury will yet treat of it more. 


farther teach more clearly and more com pendiouflv 
in this Century. 

Thele extractions are to be poured upon the lead- 
afhes, that they may be well moiitcncd tberevvith- 
all ; the unprofitable phlegm is to be evaporated by 
a gentle heat, and the fire to be augmented that the 
fpirits alfo may tollow ; of which more heavy fpirits 
there will be enough remaining in the fecret Cemen- 
tatory Pot, and as much as is luffiuent lor the due 
operation upon the lead, that lo being bettered it 
may afterwards prove a gainfull emitter of its gold 
and filver. 

He that has a defire of exercifing this labour with 
greater profit, may latisfie his delire, if he will but 
pour on fuch extractions twice or thrice upon the 
laid lead alhes, that they may be con centrated by 
them afore they are cemented in the Cementatory 
VelTel, and may be reduced into the bettered lead. 
For by this means, all the labours and cofts will be 
more largely recompenced, and the more plenty of 
gain gotten. 

This now is the making the lead-afhes, whether 
you do either per fe, or by the help of the other 
metals, convert it by Cementation into a better 
metal. 

V. A brief deferiptien of the fecret Cementatory Pet, 
whitb admits not of any Jpilling, and which is Jealed 
with the Seal of Hermes, of which I made mention 
in the ftrft Century. 








III. The operation of incinerating the lead, or reducing 
it into aftes. 

H Aving built a Furnace fuch as is for Cementa¬ 
tion, put therein a ftrong iron Pot, juft after 
fuch a manner as the fand cupels [or pans] are 
wont to be made, let there be a Grate to make a 
fire on, let the Furnace be bigger or leller according 
to the bignefs or littlenefsofthe Pot you would put 
in, or according to the quantity of lead-afhes you 
would make Put fire under the Pot and heat it red 
hot, and put thereinto lo much lead as is requifite for 
the covering of the bottom of the Pot; the lead being 
molten, ftir it about in the Pot without cealing, 
with an iron fpoon having a long handle, the which 
labour will turn the lead into afhes in the fpacc of 
about two hours. Take thele afhes out, and put in 
more lead into the Pot, and repeat this labour fo 
often untill you have gotten enough afhes Thefe 
afhes of lead are fitted to receive an amendment by 
the fpirits of falts, and afterwards to yield their gold 
and iilver by fufion, and that with profit. 

IV. The manner of bettering the ajhes of lead by the fpi¬ 
rits of falts, and of extracting thencefrom the gold 
and filver with gain. 


B Uild with Stones or Clay or Potters earth fuch 
a Furnace as that is, which I delcribcd in the 
firft part of my Furnaces, as neceflary for the ma¬ 
king of fpii it of fait. Buc let the lower part thereof 
be a little broader that lo the Meta's being call upon 
the Coals may not ftick to the walls of the Furnace 
and fo be lomewhat loft, but may fall directly down 
on the live Coals. It muft be made four fquare and 
of fuch a bignels as may ferve the purpofe according 
as you are minded to cement a greater or leller 
quantity of metal therein. 

VI. Of the Cover of the Cementatory-pot, what it ought 
to be, that Jo it may fuffer nothing to gee away in fume. 

HIS Cover of this Cementatory Box or Turnace 
which I told you was to be made of the Lute 
ofWifedom, is not properly a Cover but a Leaden 
Ciftern, ferving for the reception of thele fpirits 
which are driven up by the fire out of the Lead-afhes. 
This Lead receiver is to lie in another Leaden Ciftern, 
which is to be filled with water, and ‘tis to be l'o fit¬ 
ted to a pipe that is to come out of the Furnace, that 
the attending fpirits palling thereinto may be the 
better refrigerated by the warer, and the looner 
condenled, and faved for farther uies. 



F irft of all, you muft have plenty of the fpirir of 
fait or Ac,!Regis, as concerning the eafie getting 
fuch fpirits, we have mentioned the way at large in 
the foregoing Appendix, and will yet treat more of 
them in this prefent fecond Century. 

Befides, you muft alfo provide your felf of red or 
reddifh kind of flints, which (belidcs iron) do alio 
contain in them a volatile gold. Out of thefe is the 
timfture to be extracted by the fpirit of fait, or by 
Ac,. Regis ; after that manner I delivered at large 
in the fir.t Century, and in the Appendix to the 
fifth pare of the profperiry of Germany, and will yet 


VII. Of the ufe and benef.t of this fecret Cementing Pet. 

W HEN any one has a mind to cement the 
Lead afhes, from which the exrradtionsofthe 
coloured Flinrs have been lon.etiir.es afcftraifted in 
the faid Cementatory Box, and to graduate them, or 
fo bring to pals that they may contain [or hold the] 
Gold and Silver, let him firft of ad fill his furnace 
with Charcoal, and let him fo order it that his fire 
may kindle by little and little till the Furnace be well 
heated red hot ; till this is done, the Cover that is 
at top is to be taken fo long off, that lo neither the 
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heat nor (moke may pals out at the Ilde through the 
Pipe into the adjoyned Leaden Ciftern. 

When the Furnace is thoroughly heated, and that 
now rime to begin the Cementation, the top of 
the Furnace is to be (hut with its Cover, that the 
heat may be forced to pals through the Pipe into the 
Receiver. Having (6 done, you are to fill an Iron 
Spoon or Ladle of your prepared Lead-alhes, and 
put them into the Furnace at the fore hole which 
lerves for the throwing in your Coals, the which 
allies are to be lo put in as to cover the Coals over, 
but not fo as to choke them but that they may have 
air enough to burn, and that the fire be not put out, 
but doe juft in that manner as you arc wont to diftil 
the Spirit of Salt. By this means all the Spirits that 
remained yet behind in the Lead-alhes, will betake 
themfelves into the Receiver, and the Afhes of the 
Lead will be bettered by the graduating and tinging 
fpirits, and will part of them be reduced into a body, 
and part will yet retain the form of allies, and fall 
down through the Grate to the bottom of the Fur¬ 
nace. Then the Furnace is to be again filled with 
Coals, and more Allies are to be put thereon with 
a Spoon as afore, and this labour is robe continued 
fo long till all the Allies arc confumed. 

All the labour being finilhed, take out your Afhes 
together with the lead reduced into a body, melt 
them in the Furnace which is called Sticbofe «, they 
will melt wondrous eafie, then put fome fmall part 
thereof to the Tcft, thereby to try whether or no 
they are enriched enough, to be turned into a Li¬ 
tharge and undergoc the metallick leparation. 

If they won’t as yet brook the trial, let the Lead be 
again turned into Afhes in your Iron Pot, and repeat 
the whole afore prelcribed labour, and that lo often 
till at length the Lead be rendred rich enough in 
Gold and Silver, the which may be converted into 
Litharge after the ufual manner, and leparated from 
the Gold and Silver. The Litharge being taken 
away, and gathered together, and broken in a Mill, 
lerves for farther ules in this operation. The Rega¬ 
ins of the Gold and Silver that is left upon the hearth 
is to be taken out and to be farther mundified in a 
Cupel after the accuftomed way. 

This is that more compendious incineration and 
reduction of Lead, which kind of bettering it, en- 
richeth the operators with Gold and Silver. 

N- B. That in this Cementation the lharp (pirits 
do carry over with them lome of the Volatile Lead 
into the Receiver, and there it fettles to the bottom ; 
the which powder being freed from all the Acrimo¬ 
ny of the fpirits by due walhings, and being then 
dried, may be uled to all fuch intents and operations 
to which the Mercury of Saturn is wont to be ufed, 
and which is made by diflolving the Lead in A<j. 
Forth, and precipitating it by Salt-water. 

JV. B. This diftilled Mercury hath more hidden 
under it than the other hath ; for it carries hidden 
in it a Volatile Gold, which may be leparated from 
it and improved about the gradation and TinCture of 
other Metals, and that with no (mail profit, concer¬ 
ning which we will lay more afterwards. 

Thus, friendly Reader, haft thou my more com¬ 
pendious incineration and reduction into better Me¬ 
tals,- the which I would not hide from thee, and 
hereby lhall I latisfie thole to whom the way prefcfl- 
bed in my Appendix is too tedious and laborious and 
they may make ule of this way inltcad of that other, 
which withall is eaficr and will without all doubt 
yield more Gold and Silver than that other way. 


VIII. Another emendation or bettering of Lead by the 
graduating extractions of coloured Flints. 

E Xtra<ft either coloured Flints, fuch as have in 
them Volatile Gold or Sand or Clay, £y thd 
fpirit of Salt or Ag Regis, and draw off the Liquor 
by Diftillation. If you thereto add Salt afore their 
extraction the difiolvent will receive encreale from 
the Salt, efpecially if done in fuch an inftrument, in 
which a great quantity of extracted matters may 
be abftraCted in a few hours, without either Cucur¬ 
bits or the other commonly known diftilling Vcf- 
(cls, and the fame operation may be continued a 
long while. By this means, there is not onely the 
leaft lols of your diftblvent, but it rather gets no 
finall encreale from the Salt. By this inftrument al- 
fo, thou mailt not onely prepare great ftore of fharp 
(pirits necellary for thy operation at the beginning, 
but likewile comtnodioufiy extract your Minerals* 
and leparate the diftblvenr again i.ora the Minerals 
fo extracted, fo that you (hall not lole the lealt par¬ 
ticle of your dillolvent. 

But foralmuch as all the Gold, Silver, and Cop¬ 
per may much eafier be feparated from its Men fir n- 
um, by this fo unheard of and never feen inftrument, 
than by the way of precipitation, 'ris altogether bet¬ 
ter and lafer for a Man not to precipitate his extrac¬ 
ted Metals, but rather draw oft the Menjtruum from 
them, that fo he may have them dry. And though 
that all the fpirits go not wholly oft', fo as that no¬ 
thing of them abide with the Metals, yet they do 
no hurt, but rather exalt the Litharge that is put 
unto them into an higher degree,as it alfo does to the 
Alhes themfelves of the Lead, when they are ce¬ 
mented together in the afore delcribcd cementim r 
Furnace ; in which Cementation the Volatile Gold 
is, together with the corporal Gold conlerved, and 
which otherwile would vanifli away in the common 
melting Fire. 

But if (o be that any one has a mind to precipitate 
the Metals extracted out of poor Mines, after the 
manner prelcribed in the Appendix, to the intent he 
may after the precipitation make Salt Peter of the 
remaining Waters, he may reduce the Calx’s of tho 
Metals, and principally of the Gold very ealily and 
without any lols, by this following way. 

IX. The manner of reducing the precipitated and wajhed 
Calx of Sol without any lofs. 

T HE precipitation ofGold by Lixivium }, Liquor 
of Flints, Spirit of Urine, Solution of Mercury, 
hath been clearly enough deferibed in the Appendix 
to the fifth part of the profperity of Go-many ; but 
yet the reduction of the fame waspaft over in (Hence, 
becaule of the too much haft of the laid Book: 
Therefore it leemed unto me necellary to inlert the 
lame here, for their lakes, who have but little know¬ 
ledge, or in a manner none at all in thele affairs; 
for Ihould 1 go to propound fuch a thing for the skil- 
full Chymifts,I Ihould but do what is already done, 
efpecially becaufe he delerves not the name of a 
Chymift who is ignorant of the reduction of the 
lolar Calx. 

But forafmuch as it may fo happen, that even the 
unskilfull may let about this extracting of the Mine¬ 
rals, and yet be ignorant of the way of reducing the 
Gold though they fhould have extracted it; there¬ 
fore have I judged it not amifs to illuftrare that re- 
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dudion by my deferibing thereof here, the which 
being divers, according as the precipitation is made 
by fiich or fiich a means, doth alfo require different 
operations. 

X. Tht reduction of the folar Calx precipitated by the 
Liqn .nr of Flints. 

A Lbeit that Bo-ax rcduceth every Calx of Sol to its 
former body, if it be therewith mixed and mel¬ 
ted in a Crucible, yet that would prove too dear, if 
fbmewhata greater quantity thereof be required for 
the reduction ; for there muff beofitat leaft twice or 
thrice as much in weight as is of the Gold, if you 
would have a due reduction of the Gold made. 
The rcalon is this, becaufe the Flints precipitated to 
the bottom together with the Gold, and fo flicking 
on to the Gold impead its fufion fo that it cannot 
rightly come together into its due body. Hereupon 
is it neceilary that there fhould be the double or tre¬ 
ble weight of Borax added to the Gold if you would 
have all your Gold return unto its former body with¬ 
out detriment. 

But whereas there arc alfo other matters ro be 
found which make the Gold fufible and are not fo 
dear as Borax is, the ufe of fuch things is to be ad¬ 
mitted, but cfpecially when a great quantity of 
Gold is to be reduced. Otherwife if it be but little 
Gold that is to be reduced, and you have not the 
aforefaid matters at hand, one may for fuch a fmall 
trial ufe Borax. But where there is a greater quanti¬ 
ty to be reduced the following matter will be found 
to be far more profitable and beneficial. 

XI. How the Gold which is precipitated by the Liquor of 
Flints , is to be melted without Borax, by the Glafs of 
Lead only, which is of a far meaner price. 

T AKE of your Gold precipitated by the Liquor 
of Flints and dryed, one part, of Glafs made of 
Lead and beaten into powder, three parts; the 
which mix well with the Gold and pur into a Cruci¬ 
ble, which laid Crucible let be put into another big¬ 
ger one (for which operation the Haflion pots are 
mod fit) that fo if the Gold chance to flow outofthe 
inner pot, it may ftay in che outer and be conferved. 
For the Glafs of Lead is of luch a nature that it ufu- 
ally perforates or runs through the pot. Having 
thus done put your twofold Crucible containing 
your commixed matters into a wind Furnace, fuch 
an one as 1 have deferibed, and when you have co¬ 
vered it, put Coals under it [or about it] and urge 
your fire for one quarter of an hour, that all may 
well flow, then pour it out, and feparate the Regains 
of Gold with a itrokc or two from the glafs of the 
Lead; which (aid Glafs hath attracted to it felf all the 
flinty matter, and futfers the pure and malleable Gold 
to fettle to the bottome into a Regains. 

N. B. If your glafs of Lead be fiill yellow as it was 
before the operation, 'tis a fign that all the Gold is 
feparated therefrom; but if it be of a green colour 
’tis a fure fign that it hasas yet fomeGold mixed with 
it. For Gold being mixed with Glafs fhews its being 
there by yielding a skie-colour, the which skie-co- 
lour is necellarily changed in the yellow glafs of Lead 
into a green ; becaule every yellow and skie colour 
do in their commixtion beget a green. 

Now then that you may get out the reliques of 
the Gold out of the leaden Glafs you mu ft proceed 
the following way. 


XII. By what means the Glafs of Lead which as )(C 
contains in it feme rdsques of Gold ts /v be dealt with • 
all, that it may let them gee out of its body. 

M ELT that Glafs of Lead in a well covered pot, 
that I mean in which you fuppofe lome Gold 
to be, and being well molten call in a little iron fi¬ 
lings, and mix it well by furring it with an iron rod, 
and leave it in the fire thus molten, for one quarter 
of an hour, that the fulphur of the Glafs may be kil¬ 
led by its corroding of the iron, and may let fall a 
leady Regains wherein the Gold will be, and which 
(in the firftmelting) the Glafs held up, will feparate 
it by the Cupel from the Lead. 

N. B. But here you are to obferve that the filings 
of the iron arc to be ufed very fparingly to this pre¬ 
cipitation ; for by how much the more iron is added, 
fo much the greater will the Regains of the lead be , 
and confequently require a greater Cupel, which is 
not fo nccelfary. 

For put ca'e the Glafs of Lead in which the Gold 
is fufpeded to be is about one pound weight, and 
there is but about a fzfnnia, or certain fmall weight 
of Gold ; now it is not neceffary to have any more 
than one Lot of Lead or thereabouts, precipitated 
thereout of into a Regtslns, to which precipitation is 
required no more than one Lot of the filings of Iron. 
For the Regains of l.cad precipitated out of the Glafs, 
doth for the tnoft part an liver in weight, to the 
weight of the Iron filings ufed about the precipita¬ 
tion, or to fpeak more clearly, you will get fomuch 
leaden Regains, as the Iron is you added. 

The remaining Glafs becomes black and is unpro¬ 
fitable for any farther melting with Gold, but yec 
needs not be caff away, becaufc thofe Scoria's do yec 
contain much Lead, and therefore lerve to be rnixe 
with fuch Pots as you have ufed and broken about 
Metals, or with other wild and hardly fufile me- 
tallick Veins, to render them fufible, being I fay 
commixt with thefe, and put in the Furnace which 
the Germans call Sticbofen, do not oncly yield forth 
all their Lead, but withal! draw out the Metals out 
of thofe matters which were mixed with them in the 
melting But they are principally profitable for the 
melting and reducing of thofe Metals, which do not 
oncly very difficultly admit of fufion bv themfelves, 
but withal! do, being mixed with the Afhes of Tin, 
fo much the more difficultly fuller themfelves co be 
reduced by melting, unto their former bodies. But 
in defetft of fuch Metals and Minerals, as are not 
but with much adoe tamed by Liquefadion, you 
may put to that black Glafs of Lead, one fourth part 
onely of filings, or Scoria’s of Iron made into powder, 
thatfo both the matters thus commixt may be mol¬ 
ten in the Furnace Sticbofen. So by the addition 
and help of the Iron, all the Lead will be reduced to 
its former body, and will vvithall extract out of the 
Iron whatfoever of Gold and Silver lay therein hid¬ 
den ; fothat by this means there may be reaped a 
great benefit from this redudion of the Glafs of 
Lead. But yet that Lead is to be tryed by a fore¬ 
going tryal, whether or no it be rich enough in Gold 
and Silver to quit the the cofts of feparation l For if 
it be not, it muft be ufed to the afore deferibed in¬ 
cineration, that fo there may be no lofs either of the 
Gold or the Lead. 


XIII. The 
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XW. The preparation of the Gtafs of Lea if fr the re- 
Jucitg mh Gdd as bang precipitated by the Liqour 
of Flints, ts tf difficult ft fun. 

/ "T"'AKE of vvhire and faille Flints {or Pebles] one 
I parr, and of Minium , or any other Allies of 
Lead, <>r elle even of Litharge it felf four parts, 

' each ( f which being powdered apart, you are to 
commix and melt them well in a Itrong double Pot, 
then pour them out, and you will have a Hyacinth- 
coloured Glais, the which Glals is to be powdered 
and mist with the Gold, and it makes the Gold 
Powder which refifteth melting fufiblc. 

XIV. Another way of reducing Gold precipitated by the 
Liqour oj Flints. 

T O one part of this hardly-melting Gold which 
is precipitated bv the Liqour of Flints, admix 
two or three parts of Litharge, which matters putin 
a hrong double Pot, and cover it well, and melt 
them well down in a Wind Furnace, that the Li 
tharge may draw unto it felf all the Flints, and all 
the Gold may leparate. Having leparated the Re- 
! guilts from the Scm-tas of the Lead, you mult preci¬ 
pitate thele SYerw’s,which do as vet hold in them Ibme 
Imall portion of Gold into a (mail leaden Regains, 
with the filings of iren, aswe (hewed you but now, 
that lo you may alfo have even that rclidue of Gold. 
The Scoria arc conierved by being reduced in the 
Furnace Sticbofen, according to the operation alrea¬ 
dy Ipokcn of. 

XV. Another way of rendring the Gold precipitated by 
the Liqour cf Flints fuftble. 

T AKE of the (aid Gold one part, and the fixt 
Salt made of Salt Peter and Tartar, by com- 
buflion or calcination, three parts; commix them 
and melt them down in a crucible well covered. In 
this co-melting the Salt (wallows up the Flints, and 
the Gold being at liberty fettles to the bottom. Pour 
cut the molten mals, and leparate the Regultts of the 
Gold from the Salt, the which being dillolvtd with 
common water gives you your Liqour of Flints, to 
be again ufed to precipitate more extracted Gold. 

This Sa't doth not Id eafily perforate the Cruci¬ 
bles as rhofe Glades of Lead do, and therefore is it 
to be accounted of as the bell and calieft of all the(e 
three prelcribcd ways. 

XVI The way of reducing Gold, precipitated by the fpi- 
rtt of Urine. 

’TTIE fpirit of llrinc or of Sal. Armoniack doth per- 
-*• fedly precipitate all the Gold our of the Aq. Re- 
gis ; the which being wafhed and dried, doth nor 
admit of reduction alter the manner of the other 
Gold, for if it be but onely heated a little before it 
becomes red hot, it prclently takes fire, and fulmi¬ 
nates with a far more dreadlull noife than any Gun¬ 
powder. For if you put a (mall portion of the 
fame, and no bigger than a Pea in a Silver, Iron, 
or C opper Spoon, and put it on the Coals that it 
may wax hot, it will give fuch an horrible crack, 
that’twill even dull the hearing, and makea dent 
in the Spoon as if it had been beaten in with a Ham¬ 
mer. From whence it may eafily be conjectured, 
that if (bmewhat a bigger quantity be put in a Pot on 


| the Fire, it would make Pot and Furnace flic, by its 
(6 dreadful! thundring a firoak into mud fmall (hi- 
vers. 

So then there is need of great warineG, to prevent 
the happening of fo great danger, which is eafily 
prevented by the following manner of operating. 

/ 

XVII. By what means the fulminating force of Gold 
' precipitated by a Lixivium, or fptrtt of Urine is to be 
taken away. 

M IX with this Gold precipitated by a Lixivium, 
or by the fpirit of Urine, half a part of Sul¬ 
phur reduced into Powder, and let the faid Sulphur 
be removed therefrom by burning amidfi: live Coals; 
for fo being defpoiled of that fulminating force, it 
may without danger be reduced by any kind of fuch 
matters as promote fufibility. 

XVIII. By what means Gold that is defpoiled of its ful¬ 
minating force, by mea ts oj Sulphur may be reduced. 

F Orafmuch as this Gold is void of all impurity, 
there needs {not] the addition of fuch matters 
as promote fufion, feeing it is of it felf prone enough 
to melt. But yet leaft lomc grains of the Gold fhould 
dick on to the Pot, ’tis expedient to add fome por¬ 
tion at lead of fuch a kind of matter as accelerates 
or hadeneth fufiori. And for this work, Borax, and 
the dry Liqour of Flints are excellent, of which if 
you add but one half part onely to fuch Gold, (or, 
if you take of the Flints prepared with Salt of Tar¬ 
tar) it will by that means prefently melt, and the 
Borax, or Liqour of 1 lints will not retain the lead 
doit of the Gold. 

XIX. The manner of reducing the Metals that are not 
gotten out of the IVaters by precipitation, but are freed 
from them by abfir acting them. 

'jpHE Metals which are extracted out of the Mines, 
and freed from the waters by -the abftrading of 
the dilfolvent, cannot be fo pure as thole are which 
fettle to the bottom by precipitation For it is very 
rare for Gold and Silver to be found in metalline 
Veins, Stones, or Clay, without being commixed 
with other Metals; becaufe for the mod part, Cop¬ 
per is mixt with Siiver, and Copper or Iron with 
Gold, the which being unfeparated in the redudion 
makes the Gold and Silver impure. But now in the 
precipitation one Metal is freed after another from 
the Menfiruum, and are not mixed with each other. 
But on the contrary, in the way of abllrading ir, 
all the metals remain mixt together without any 
(eparation, and require a new (eparation and confe- 
quently a double labour, and more expenccs. 

This inconveniency may be eafily remedied by 
him who is verfed in the knowledge of my dry re¬ 
paration of Metals. I have mentioned it in divers 
places of my writings, fo that it would be needleG 
to trouble the Reader with a (uperfluous rehearfal 
of the fame in this place. 

But forafmuch as every one hath not by him all 
my writings, I believed that it would be worth 
while, if I fhould here (et down that Laver or Bath 
which wafheth off the Metals with the help of Sale 
peter by the dry way. For, without the knowledge 
of this Artifice of (eparating the extraded Metals 
from each other, there would be yer requifite much 
labour, and much cods for the obtaining of the faid 
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Metals. But they are very eafiiy, and with little 
labour, and with fmall cofts feparated the one from 
the other by the way - here by usdeferibed, and in¬ 
deed with more gain than is wont to be had by the 
way of precipitation. 

And even as in the precipitation of Metals there 
.is always lome [portion] of the Waters, that puts 
on the nature of Salt Peter, viz. when the Waters 
that have been ufed, which are as it were the Seeds 
of Salt Peter/' are implanted in an Alkalifate Salt, 
-and fo do multiply themfelves in a wonderful! 
manner. 

So likewife in the dry feparation of Metals, there 
is in a manner, yet more Salt Peter gotten, viz. 
thus when they are feparated in the melting Pots, 
from each other by Salt Peter, and by an artificial 
precipitation of one Metal after another, the Salt 
Peter you ufed is rendred fixt and Alkalizated, 
which Alcalizatcd niter is to be accounted of, as the 
root of Salt Peter. This root being implanted in 
acid Salts, is in like manner enriched with a plente¬ 
ous encreafe, and reduced into natural and inflama- 
ble Salt Peter; for, by it do the fharp Waters get 
to themfelves the nature of Salt Peter, from thofe 
Alkalizate Salts. And if lb be you feek not after the 
common Salt Peter, it is better to low the Seed of 
Salt Peter (that is, fbme fpirit of niter which you 
have ufed,) into the appropriate root of Salt Peter, 
that is, into fixt niter. For by that means you will 
have (at the encreafe) a wonderfull Salt Peter, 
which, in all operations, doth far more powerfully 
aft than the common Salt Peter, what way foever 
it be mundified by ; which is evidenced in my fore¬ 
going firft Century. 

Therefore forafmuch as in the feparation of Me¬ 
tals by the dry way, there remains (after the ope¬ 
ration is over] fo much fixt Salt Peter as there was 
of nitrous Water in the moift exrraftion, it always 
abundantly fupplies both Seed and Root of Salt Pe¬ 
ter, fo that they may be exceeding plentifully multi¬ 
plied by other Salts, nor will you have any need of 
buying any more new Salt Peter for the now fpo- 
ken of Labour. Verily this is a moft: compendious 
way, not onely of feparating all Metals even in fu- 
fion, butalfbof fomewhat bettering them, as fhall 
be afterwards demonftrated. 

XX. By what means fitch Gold as is commixt with Iron> 
or Copper , and from which (being ext tabled out of 
the Minerals) the diffolvent has been drawn off, is to 
be reduced. 

ET fuch unclean Gold be commixed with two 
or three parts ofits weight of the GlafsofLead, 
and melt them in a flrong Crucible. If there hap¬ 
pen to be much Iron, it will ofits own accord yield 
a leaden Regular, which being forced by the heat 
of the Fire in a Cupel will leave your Gold pure, 
becaufe the GlafsofLead iswonttoattrafl untoitfelf 
Iron and Copper. But if fo be there is but little 
Iron mixt with your Gold the Regains of Lead 
will not feparate or precipitate in the melting, and 
therefore as it melts fome filings of Iron are to be 
added, and to be accurately ftirred with a red hot 
Iron, that lb a Regains of Lead may fall to the bot¬ 
tom, bigger or lellcr according to the muchnefs or 
littlenefs of the Iron you added. 

XXI. Another proper and fitting matter to reduce fuch 
Gold as hath Iron hi it. 

AKE of Salt Peter one part, and of Antimony 
four parts, reduce them into a black Glafs, by 


melting them. This Glafs being powdered and com¬ 
mixt with a wild or raw and not fufi!e Gold and lb 
molten, precipitates the Regains of the Gold to the 
bottom, and brings the Iron uito Scoria’s. 

XXII. The feparation of the Antimony from the Gold. 

S UCH golden Regains’ s do not admit of feparation 
in the Cupel, like as thofe do which the Glafs 
of Lead is ufed to. Therefore Salt Peter is to be 
ufed in the melting Pots or Crucibles, to make the 
feparation of them. 

.Put this Antimonial Regular in a melting Pot, melt 
it down in a Wind Furnace, and being molten caft in 
by little and little fbme dry Salt Peter, that lb it may 
feize upon the Regains and tranfmutc it into Scoria's. 
The Scoria flowing in the Pot like water, are a fign 
that the Gold is well cleaned, and that all the Anti¬ 
mony is reduced into Scoria's. Then pour it forth 
into a Cone that it may cool, and the pure and 
malleable Gold will fettle into a Regains at the bot¬ 
tom. Now all the Salt Peter is rendred fixt in this 
operation, then if you put your Scoria’s again in the 
Crucible, and put into it fome Coals and melt your 
Scoria down, almolt all the Antimony being freed 
from the Salt Peter will gather into a Regains, and 
will again lerve for reducing of more Gold ; for it 
will as readily reduce your extracted Gold unto its 
former body, as the faforefaid] Glafs it felf will. 
But this labour requires a diligent Operator who 
knows how to handle it with lingular skill, though 
it be eafic, and requireth not any great Artifice, but 
onely an accurate diligence, which ufe onely makes 
a Man skilled in. 

The Salt Peter ufed about this labour, gets the 
nature of an Alkali Salt, and being put on the live 
Coals doth no more burn, but being diffolved in 
Water yields a fharp Lixivium, very proper for 
many operations, and lerving in head of a Lye made 
with Wood-afhes. But the chiefeft ufe thereof 
is this, viz. feeing it is the true root of Salt Peter, 
it may be added to other Salts, out of which in pro- 
cefs of time, it will be notably augmented and pro¬ 
duce new burning Salt Peter. He that has a defire 
gainfully to augment this fixt Salt Peter with com¬ 
mon Kitchin Salt, and again to tranfmute it into in- 
flamable Salt peter, may accomplifh his defire if he 
makes ufe of the following operation. 

XXIII- The way of making mofl excellent and inflama - 
ble Salt Peter in plenty, and with profit out of com¬ 
mon Kitchin Salt and the Lixivium of Salt Peter 
that has been ufed. 

T Here is fo fmall a difference betwixt common 
Kitchin Salt, and Salt Peter, that the Salt may 
eafily be turned into Salt Peter, and that by feveral 
operations, as well by the feed of Salt Peter as by 
fharp fpirits, as we have taught above, or even by 
fixt niter which operation we will here fhew. 

We will ufe for an example, the baking of 
Bread, and the brewing of Ale. If when the Meal 
is with Water brought into Dough, there be added 
unto it but a few grounds of Ale or Leven, the whole 
mafs begins to heave it felf up, and becoming thin 
[or light] is rendred fit to be baked into Bread, the 
which hath altogether the fame property as thofe 
few Ale Grounds, or that httle Leven had. And fo 
that very felffitme Dough is likewife fit to make o* 
ther Meal ferment, even to infinity. The fame is 

likewife 
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likewife obfervable in rhe brewing of A!c, fo that 
he who hath but once oncly fo much Ale Grounds 
for Yeft,] or levened Dough as lerved his turn 
mice. mav brew Ale and bake Bread even to infini¬ 
te. So like wile is the fame evidently manifeft by 
1 the encreafe of Vegetables, which may be infinitely 
multiplied by the Alkalizared Salt of the Earth, it 
! vou have but once their Seeds and Roots In like 
manner may the fame propagation be performed by 
, another wav, viz-, by ingrafting of that which you 
’ would propagate into another of the fame kind. 
! ; <>r example, I have in mv Garden excellent Apples, 
Pears, Cherries, or fuch like Tree fruits, and I have 
a mind to fee more of them in my Garden; there¬ 
fore do I cut off fbrne branch, or perhaps even the 
Tree it felf to the trunk or body, offome wild, or 
at lead not fb noble a Fruit bearing Pear Tree or 
Apple Tree, add therein, viz,, in that branch or 
ftock, do I ingraft according to Art fome little 
boughs or cions of fbrne other Tree that bears excel¬ 
lent Fruit, and which I defire to encreafe, the which 
Tree now dorh no more produce the wild and de 
. generate or bad Fruits, it did according to its kind, 

’ but fuch Fruits as the Tree whence the cion was 
I taken, bears. 

. Bv thefe kind offimiiitudcs mav anvone thathath 

* * s 

( undtrftanding eafily fee, that it is polfible by Art, 
j to tranfmme one nature into another, if, viz,, the 
Seeds and Roots of things are applied tothistranf 
I niutarion. But now if any one fhould plant a ftalk 
or leaf in rhe digged earth, and would thereby en 
creafe or propagate it, he will never fee any fuccefs 
of his labour ; for the Balks and leaves would rot 
and fo no new Flerb would again bud out from them 
as is wont to be our of the Seed and Roots. 

Even on this wife is it with Salt Peter, which if it 
be mixed with common Salt it would not verily 
produce any encreafe, as *tis wont to do out of its 
.Seed and Root, as we have already laid open. 

Such likewife is the nature of Metals, touching 
the propagation and encreale of which their proper 
. feeds and roots are rtquilite. What I pray are thofe 
Timftures, (one onelv parpclc of which and that no 
; bigger than a Pea, being caff on an whole pound of 
. Tin or Lead, rranfmuceth rhat fame Metal into pure 
good Gold, and chnngeth and augmented) it felt' (as 
: being the true feed of Meta's) a thoufand fold, out 
of fo grols and earthly a body into fo noble and fo 
golden a nature in fofhorta ipace of time, what I 
lav) are thofe Tinftures, but the very feeds of Me¬ 
tals, and the very metallick roots. But by what 
means they are to be obtained, and to be brought 
under a Man’s power, for my part I do not know. 
But vet I could not but deliver my fimplc opinion 
and conceptions concerning this thing, to the ftudi- 
ous of Art. 

’Tis certain that all Metals have their rife ouc of one 
and the lame Seed, but that they differ fo very much 
amongft rhemlclves, and that one becomes more ripe 
than another, is to be imputed to the diverfity of 
accidents. In one and the fame Tree are produced 
Bloffoms, and fmall Fruits of an unp’eafant raff ; 
then afterwards bitter and immature ones, and at 
length ripe and fwcet cnes, and are not alike either 
in form, odour, or favour, nor are they of like effd^, 
and vet do they all arife out of one beginning, viz,. 
out of their Seed and Root. So is it even with Me¬ 
tals 

• For as touching their Seed I do verily believe, that 
if from the moft foil and as yet moft immature Me¬ 


tals, finch ■>* Zink, Lead, Tin, Antimony, Bifmute, 
Cobolt, etc. their fti iking combaflible and fiu- 
perfiuous iu.phur, could by lome Bath or other be 
fo taken away, as rhat nothing may remain fiave 
onelv a moft pure Mercury, that then 1 fay fiuch a 
Mercury, or fuch a Seed of Metals may be eafily 
tranfimured by pure Gold, as being the moft pure 
Root of Metals into a true TinfHire. 

But to turn- common Salt into' Salt Peter, the 0- 
peration is thus. 

Take one part of black or of any other common 
Salt, and mix it with two or three parts of Calx-vtvc 
being reduced into Powder by lying in the Air, 
and lay it in fuch a place as lies open to the Air and 
Sun-beams, but yc-t keeps off the Rain, as we have 
taught in the Appendix. 

Mciften this heap with the abovefaid Lixivium of 
Salt Peter, and being dried, repeat the moiftening 
and drying fo long, unrill the ferment fhall have 
converted all the common Salt and turned it into 
•irifiamable Salt Peter, the which doth either fiooner 
or later happen, according as the operation hath 
been the more diligently or negligently handled. 
All being turned into Salt Peter, lec an exTatftion 
be made with common Water, as the ufiualcultom 
is, and lay rhe Rcliques in the aforefaid place, and 
again moiften them with the faid Lixivium as afore, 
or in defefit thereof fprinkle them with common 
Water, ftill moiftening them after each drying, un¬ 
till there be a new encreafe of Salt Peter begotten, 
the which you are to wafh off with common Water. 
And fo this operation proceeds, or holds on even to 
infinity. 

XXIV. Another far more compendious may of conver¬ 
ting common Salt, by the help of f.xt Salt Peter into 
excellent Salt Peter. 

M IX fome certain weight of common Salt diffol- 
ved per Je in common Water, and as much of 
fixr Salt Peter likewife diflolved in common Water, 
mix’ them in a wooden Veflcl ; in which Veflel the 
fixr Salt Peter being as ic were a ferment will feize 
upon rhe common Salr, and turn it by fermentation 
into exccllenc Salt Peter. 

He that defires a more mature Salt Peter may in- 
ftead of the fblution of common Salt, pour upon the 
fixt Salt Peter Lixivium , thofe (harp waters of Salt 
Peter, which have already been ufed about other 
labours, and they will feize upon that Lixivium 
with a more vehement operation, fo that of both the 
folutions as well the acid and fpiritual, as the fixt and 
corporeal Peter, there will be gotten in a few hours 
fpace, the moft excellent Salt Peter and fuch as can¬ 
not be by any other way whatloever purchafed 
N. B. If any one has a mind of getting a greater 
quantity of Salt Peter, he may firft diflolve his com¬ 
mon Salt in the fharp Water of Salt Peter, and 
[mix it] in that felt’fame Lixivium, [viz,, of Peter,] 
and after the mixing of thefe two contrary folutions 
evaporate the common Water, that the Salt-Peter 
may flioot into Cryftals, of which there will indeed 
be a greater quancity, but then it will not be fo good 
as that which was made by the firft operation. 

XXV. Another gainfuU may of making (rood and bur¬ 
ning Salt Peter out of common Salr, by the help of fix: 
Salt Peter. 

C Ommix equal parts of the Scoria's of fixt Salt 
Peter that you have ufed, and of the common 
M Kitchin 








42 


The Second Century. 


Part II. 


Kitchin Salt together, and add thereunto twice as 

much Calx-vive firft reduced into Powder by lying 
in the Air, [as they both weigh.] Of this mixture 
make up round Balls, and fo pile or lfow them with 
Wood, thatit-maybe a Stratum Superfratum, Ion 
Bed of each orderly,] as the Chymifts call it. Kin¬ 
dle your pile of Wood and let all your Balls be red 
hot for an hour : And the fixt Salt Peter will by a 
wonderfull inverfou tranfinute the nature of the 
common Salt, and turn it into Salt Peter, but yet 
not inflamable till the Salts have been moiitned (bine 
due time, and fo attracted a life out of the Air, and 
made fit to conceive a flame, or to burn. 

N. B. If inftead of Rain water you ufefuch Wa¬ 
ters as you have already ufed and extracted your 
Minerals withall, to moiften your mafs with, then 
will you thence get in fome few Weeks fpace,- an in¬ 
flamable Salt Peter. 

But forafmuch as in the extra&ion of Minerals 
and reparation of Metals, there will be fuch a great 
quantity of (harpnitrous Waters, and likewife ot fixr 
Salt Peter offer themfelves forthe accomplifhment of 
this operation, and fo great a benefit and gain isgot- 
bv that fo plentifull an augmentation of your 


ns out of the Copper, and turn them into Scoria s, 
leaving the Copper, which will fettle to the bottom 
and go into a Regains. 


XXIX. By whet means Copper is to he feparatedfrom 
the Silver, if they are both together extra cud out of 
the Mines , ar.cl the Silver has not been precipitated 
out of the Joint ion by the Water of Salt, but the dif 
folving Menftruum hath been abf railed from them 
jo coitjoyned both together. 


ten 


Salt Peter (which hath already fuflkiently profita¬ 
bly paid your cofts) out of vile and common Salt ; 
hence clearly follows, that all thofe hitherto deferi- 
bed labours and operations are effected, in a manner 
without any cofts or expences, which is indeed an 
unheard of thing, but yet raoft true, and exceeds 
the belief of ignorant Men. 


XXVI. The reduction of Silver extracted out of the Mi• 
ner ah, and freed from the Aq Fords by abfra than, 
[or drawing of the Jaul Aq. Fords. ] 


T HE Silver from which Ay. Fort is has been 
drawn by Diftillation, needs not any matter 
to help on fufibility, for as much as it doth of its 
own nature admit of a veryeafie Flux ; but that the 
Fugitive Spirits that adhere unto it would carry 
away fomewhat of the fame. So now, to prevent 
this difeommodity, you may add unto fuch a Silver 
a little of the fixt Salt feparated out of the Lixivium 
[of fixt Peter,] the which Salt Alkaly will mortifie 
the acid fpirits fo, that they fhall not be able to car¬ 
ry off any thing at all in the melting. 


XXVII. The reduction of extracted Copper. 


F the Silver be more in quantity than the Cop¬ 
per, then the Copper is cafily extracted out of 


the other by the Water of Salt wherein a little Tar¬ 
tar hath been diflolved. For Salt and Tartar do 
readily diffolve Copper, and leave the Silver. 

But if the Copper bear die Bell, and there be 
more of that than the Silver, then will it be better 
to precipitate the Silver lirft by the Water of Salt, 
out of the firft exrra&ion of the Minerals; and af- 
rerwards the Copper will be likewife freed by ab- 


ftracting the diflolving Menfiruum, infomuch that 


each of thefe two Metals are gotten apart. 


XXX. If the extracted Copper comprehends in it any 
Cold, by what means the Gold may be therefrom f- 
parated. 


A Lbeit if a folution of Saturn or Lime being pou¬ 
red on the diflolved Copper, and well fhook 


I F the Copper be not mixt with any other Metals, 
and be but little in quantity, it may be reduced 
fb in Crucibles by it felf, but if it be in a plentifull 
quantity it may be done by blaft. 

But where it contains Iron or Lapis Calaminaris, 
(which two the Minerals [of Copper] do frequent¬ 
ly abound withall) there it admits not of reduction 
per fe without the help of other matters,becaufc of the 
Iron,Z/w£,or Calaminaris ; which Minerals aflbeiaring 
themfelves with the Copper, in the melting are 
wont to make it brittle. But this inconveniency may 
be prevented the following way. 


with the fame folution will fifti out fome Gold, yet 
it gets not all unlefs it be debilitated by fome Lixivi¬ 
um. But now the Lixivium being poured there¬ 
unto that fb the folvcnt being debilitated may theea- 
fier let go its Gold thereby, hath with it this incon¬ 
veniency, viz,, that the folvcnt is made wholly un¬ 
profitable to be ufed about any more extractions. 
Nay more, there’s alfo this difeommodity, that if an 
error be committed by pouring on a little more Lix¬ 
ivium than is expedient, there will alfo precipitate 
fome of the Copper together with the Gold. 

To prevent therefore thefe inconvcniencies, the 
folution of the Copper which contains in it Gold, is 
to be drawn off even unto drinefs, in my fecrec and 
by me invented diftilling Veflel, in which Veflel it 
may cafily and in great plenty be done ; and the 
following Menfruum which diflblveth onely Copper 
and not Gold is to be poured upon the dried matter, 
that the Copper may be diflolved, and the Gold ,'bc 
it either much or little) may remain in the bottom 
undiflolvcd. The diflolved Copper may be preci¬ 
pitated out of the Water with a Lixivium, whereto 
is added fome of the Liqour of Flints, and bo waflit 
and dried, and with ftrong Vinegar be turned into 
moft delicate Verdigtcace. The Water that is 


c 


■ 


XXVIII. The way of making Copper, which hath Iron 
in it malleable by reduClion. 


M IX fuch Copper as hath in it Lapis Calamina¬ 
ris or Iron, with common Salt, and put it in 
a Crucible and melt it, that fb the Salt may afloci- 
ate or draw unto it felf the Iron or Lapis C alumina- 


thus made ufc of, if it be poured on Alkalizated 
Salts yields good Salt Peter. 

lie that does not much regard that green colour 
may fepar&te the diflolveiit from the Copper by Dif 
dilation, and again ufe the fame for the like diflol- 
ving of new Copper. 

But now there muft be in the Copper fo much 
Gold as to quit the cofts of this labour, and to prove 
gainfull ; otherwife it is better to leave the Gold 
\jffh the Copper than to buy it at fb dear a rate. 


XXXI. The 
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XXXI. The making of fuel a Menftruum as dtjfol- 
velh the Cupper and drives from it Jelf, or precipi¬ 
tates the Gold. 

'“IpIIIS diffolvcnt is no other than A<j. Fortis, 
1 wherein a little Tartar is dilfolved. For the 
Tartar being an enemy to the Gold, is wont to pre¬ 
cipitate rhe Gold out of the Solutions like as common 
Sait doth Silver our of Acj. Fonts. By this way may 
all the Copper be eafily Separated from the Gold, 
concerning which, more Shall be lpoken in its due 
place. 

XXXII. Another reduction of Copper that hath Gold in 
it , and the perfect feparation of the Copper from the 
Gold. 

A DD to fuch Copper that hath Gold in it, Ibme 
Silver, and melt it with So much Regal us of 
Antimony as is twice the weight of rhe laid Metals 
thus together taken. Separate the Said Regains to¬ 
gether with the Copper from the Silver by the ad¬ 
dition of Salt Peter, that So the Silver may retain 
with the Gold that was in the Copper, the which is 
to be afterwards Separated if it be worth the while. 
Now it is not necclfary presently to Separate it, for- 
afmuch as it is far better many times to abstract fuch 
Copper that has Gold therein from fuch a Silver, 
that So the Silver may be enriched with a great quan¬ 
tity of Gold by So many abstractions; the which 
abstractions require but very little cofts befides the 
charges of the Fire and Crucibles. 

For all the Salt Peter uSed hereabouts, together 
with all the Copper and all the Regulus of Antimony 
may be thencefrom again recovered, by him who 
rightly knows the precipitation. Befides, there lies 
hid under this operation, Tome great matter as con¬ 
cerning the amending of the Metals. For it is a way 
of arriving to the knowledge of impregnating all Sil¬ 
ver by Copper, with Gold, and Copper it Self with 
Silver ; concerning which thing there are more in- 
inftruCtions to be found in other places of my Wri¬ 
tings. 

' Thefe things may at preSent Suffice, touching the 
• reduction of the Metals extracted out of the poor 
Mines, and [concerning thoSe things which by rea- 
fon of the hafty Edition of the Appendix to the fifth 
part of the profperity of Germany were omitted 
therein ;] the which defects the well minded Reader 
may from hence fupply. 

XXXIII. A brief defeription of the above mentioned ar¬ 
tificial Infirument, by the help whereof the fpints 
neceffary for the extratlion of the Metals out of the 
poor Aimes that contain in them Gold , Stiver and 
Copper, are plentifully prepared, the Minerals them- 
felves extraFted, and the dtjfolving Menftruums, a- 
gain eafily feparatedfrom the Metals. 

T FIIS incomparable and by me newly found 
out Infirument, being molt profitable and com¬ 
modious for the eafie exrradions of Metals, and pre¬ 
parations of the dilfolving Menftruums, is made of a 
peculiar earth, and is almoft of the figure or like- 
nefs of a Bakers Oven, and is either of a bigger or 
lefier Size, according to the quantity any one has a 
mind to labour in ; In the forepart it hath a Door, 
and in the end [or top] or very near it, ic hath an 
Outlet. To the Cover Serving inltead of an Alem- 


bick, a great receiving Vellel is to be fitted, fit for 
the reception of the outgoing Spirits. After that the 
I urnace is heated, the prepared Salts being put in 
peculiar Pots or Crucibles made ofthebeft earth are 
to be put with a pair ofTongs prepared for this pe¬ 
culiar ufe into the Infirument, and all the Spirits will 
be drawn off with a fpeedy Distillation. Now 
there is no danger here of breaking the Inftruments, 
and the Distillation may be done in the ifpace of one 
or two hours, how great a quantity Soever of Salt 
was ufed to the Distillation. When the Distillation 
is over, the Pots that were put into that Instrument 
or Furnace are to be again taken out with your 
Tongs, and presently other Pots filled with Salts are 
to be put in the room of them you took our, and 
the fpirits again driven out by a new Diftillation. 
This labour may be kept on as long as one pleafeth, 
or as long as he hath any matter to diftill vvithall • 
because the Vellel never cools as long as the Distil¬ 
lation is continued. This Furnace therefore is mod 
notably fit for the Diftillation of a great quantity of 
Salts, and that by a labour which is So exceeding 
fpeedily finished. 

The fame way of Diftillation is to be observed in 
the extraction of Minerals or Metalline Earths, the 
which can be tar Sooner extracted and far fpeedier 
this way, than by that described in the Appendix 
which is to be done by heating the Glafies. 

After the lame manner is the dilfolving Menftruum 
it Self lpeedily again abftraCted from the extracted 
Metals, and being thereby preferved without any 
lofs is to be applied to farther ufe. This Instrument 
therefore doth fo compendiouflv and eafily difpatch 
all thofe faid labours, that (Tet afide your Fire and 
Salt) the plentifull making your fpirits,the abundant 
extraction of the Minerals, and rhe feparation of 
your Menfirmtm’% from the extracted Metals and its 
prefervation, are in a manner done without’any 
cofts. 

XXXIV. Now follows an explication of fome fecrets 
effected by the help of my Sal. Mirabilis, concerning 
which there is mention made in the fecond part of Mi- 

raculum Mundi. 

I T is clearly evident from many places of my Wri¬ 
tings, and principally in the fecond part of A/A 
raculum Mundi that my Sal. Mirabilis is diverfly 
prepared ; hence it follows of courfe, that the uSe 
thereof is different. For it hath one ufe when 
[after the fpirit is thencefrom distilled) it is ta¬ 
ken out of the Cucurbit, and hath as yet a corro¬ 
sive nature. Contrarily, it hath another kind ofufe 
when this corrofive Sale is diffolved in common Wa¬ 
ter, and filtred, and Set in rhe cold, that fo the belt: 
part thereof may Shoot into long Cryftals, which 
having no corrofive power, Serve for a peculiar u(e. 
It hath likewise another uSe when it is deprived of 
all corrofivity and turned into a fweetnefs, as I have 
Shown in many places of my Writings. This is to 
be known by fuch as would uSe it, for this or that 
labour, that fo they may commit no error, but be 
thereby rendred Mafiers of their defires the more 
eafily. 

We will therefore make infpefiion into fome of 
thofe principal fecrets which are declared in the fe¬ 
cond part of Miraculum Mundi , and examine whether 
or no they can be effected after the fame manner I 
preferibed ? 


XXXV. By 
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XXXV. By what means any H ater, JVine, Ah, Vim- 
gar and other liqours may be coagulated m a few 
hours I pace into hard pieces like Ice, by the Sal. Mira- 
bilis. 

F OR fuch a coagulation of all watery and moift 
tilings , well edulcorated (as the Chvmifts 
phrale is) Ip-’l. Mirabihs is to be taken and fuch as 
is fhot into long Cryftals, prepared of an equal 
weight of Salt and good Oil of Vitriol, becaule a 
mod great drinefs arifeth from the Oil of Vitriol. 

Such an excellently well prepared Sal. Mirabihs, 
and which is fhot into long Cryftals, is to be redu¬ 
ced (by calcination in the Sun) into a fine powder, 
that (c it may lofe all its moiftnefs and yet not melt. 
For if it melts, then it would need grinding again ; 
one part of this calcined Sal. Mirabihs is able to co¬ 
agulate three parts of Water, Wine, Ale, or any 
other liqour which it is mixed withal], into a dry mat¬ 
ter like to Ice, infomuch that it may be carried in a 
Sack or a Sieve full of holes. 

But what u(e fuch a coagulation may ferve for, 
would be too tedious to declare in this place. Any 
one will find what u(e is to be thereof made, if he 
well meditates upon the thing. 

XXXVI. The fieparation of the Water, Wine, cr Ale, 
from the Sal. Mirabilis. 

T HE coagulated liquors may be commodioufiy 
feparated from the Sal. Mirabilis bv Diflillati- 
on ; but the aquofity of the coagulated Wine and 
Ale are to be feparated onely by Diftillation, and 
the grofler part remains behind in the Cucurbit 
with the Salt. But the Sal. Mirabihs is by calcina¬ 
tion, again freed from all impurity, and again made 
white and fit for any other fuch like new effedt. 

N B. I doubt not but that there are other ways 
of coagulating watery liqours into Ice, concerning 
which we fliall (ay fomewhat in their due place. 

XXXVII. Hovs the fiiarp fpirits of Salts, as Aq. For- 
tis, Aq. Regis, Spirit of Salt, Spirit of Vitriol, of 
All uni, and the like may be coagulated into hard Salts, 
not unlike to frozen Water. 

-THIS coagulation of (harp Spirits out of Salts, is 
done the fame way as the coagulation of common 
Water, and other fweet liqours is performed by; but 
the feparation ought to be done in Veflcls of the bed 
Earth, or in Glafs, bccaufe of their fharpnefs. And 
certain it is, that with rhefe coagulared Spirits of 
Salts many things of great moment may be done, 
the mentioning whereof we for brevity'- lake do 
here pafs over. 

For 1 have purpofed to demonflrate at this time, 
fome fccrets onely which are mentioned in the fecond 
part of Miraculttm Munch, and to aflert the truth of 
them. ’ 

By thefc two deferibed coagulations any one may 
eafily learn that the coagulation of other moiftthings 
are polliblc to be done. 

XXXVIII. How the head of a fountain may be flopped 
up by this Sal. Mirabilis. 

I T fometimes happens that there breaks out a 
Spring of Waters in fome places where it proves 
otFcnllvc and hurtfull. And forafmuch as they are 


■fometimes very difficult to be ftopt up, J will fee 
down a way in this place ot flopping it by hal Mi- 
rabihs, but chiefly to this end, that the nature and 
property of things may be throughly learned, and 
befides, that even Arts and Sciences them (elves do 
fometime bring no final] help, efpecialiv when no 
counfel avails. Take therefore of your Sal Mirabihs 
heated red hot as much as isfufficienr, wrap it up in 
a linnen cloth and thruft itinro the hole of the Foun¬ 
tain, and it will be turned with the Water into an 
hard Stone, and thereby enforccth the Fountain to 
feek it (elf fome ocher paflage. 

XXXIX. The way of f par a ting the Phlegm from fubtile 
Spirits. 

B Ecaufe the Volatile and fulphureous Spirits of 
Salts are of great efficacy in Medicine, and prin¬ 
cipally when their Phlegm or aqueous humidities are 
removed from them, the which thing e\ ery one can t 
bring to pals, I have therefore judged it worth 
while, even for the (akc ot the Sick, co difeover an 
eafie way of (o doing, by my Sal. Mirabihs as 
follows. 

Fill a Glafs Cucurbit half full wirh Sal. Mirabilis 
pour thereupon the Volatile Spirit ot Vitriol, Niter* 
or common Salr, and dilbll thence by B. rhemoft 
fubtile Spirit, the which will come off, and leave 
the unprofitable Phlegm behind with the Sal. Mira- 
bihs, the which (by hearing red hoc) you mav again 
render fit for new operations. 

XL. Another and eafier way, yea even almofi an in¬ 
credible and miraculous one of freeing li ine, Ale 
Vinegar, Brandy, and all ot her moift liquors from 
their unprofitable Phlegm lit a moment of time, by mj 
Sal. Mirabilis. 

“TIIE precedent coagulation of moift liquors ariferti 
from that rnoft great drinefs which lies hid in the 
Sal. Mirabihs. But this way we now deliver, pro¬ 
ceeded from the con ccnrraced cold of moil) fires, 
which Fires we have treated of in the firlt Century, 
and ’tis thus. 

Take one pound of the abovefaid Sal. Mirabihs, 
put it in a ftroqg Glafs, and pour Thereupon two 
parts or pounds of the con centrated and co'd fire of 
fome Salts, whether it be of Virrol, or common 
Salt, or Salt Peter, whole Fire excells the Fires of 
other Salts; and let them lie quiet for fome hours, 
and there will be made an Icy mafs of rhem both, 
the which you (hall in the Winter time fer out in the 
Snow or in fome cold place which by how much the 
colder fo much the better; where the longer it 
abides in the cold, the more will the cold fire be 
con centrated, andconfequentlv fo much the greater 
matters may by fuch a con centrated body be effec¬ 
ted. 

XLI. The receiving or catching the breath of Men, as 
they fit in feme warns Stove, and the chancing it m- 

J 1 r r T <5 

to the form of Ice. 

I F thou haft a mind to create a kind of admiration 
amongft thy Guefts or Friends when they are 
with thee, and togive them (bme profitable recrea¬ 
tion, you may accomplilh your delire the following 
way. 

Carry with thee a Glafs full of the moift Fire of 
Salt, and, which is coagulated by the Sal. Mirabihs, 
and hath flood (ome hours in the cold, into the 
warm Stove, and hang it up over the Table by a 
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thread cr (mall line, when your Guefts are fee at 
the Table, and when they ask you what this ligni- 
iies, you may tell them that you will (or their Re¬ 
creations fake, (hew them Tome pleafant diverfion ; 
alter they have made 1m end of eating and drinking. 
Upon this they will all of them have a delire to lee 
thole tricks and ever now and then call up their 
eyes upon the Glals. But after that the Glafs has 
there hang’d a minute or half minutes fpace, the 
Breath of the Men that fit about it will prelently 
apply it lelf to the Glals, and hick onto the outfide 
thereof like Sncw, and cover it all over ; and thick¬ 
en more and more, infhmuch that in a fhort time it 
will have a thick and hoary beard, all about con- 
lifting of natural Ice ; and will 16 long keep on its 
encreafing as the con centrated coldlafts in the Glafs. 
Then at length the Glals growing a little hot, after 
the internal cold of the con centrated Fire is conlii- 
med, that Icy beard begins again to melt and being 
relolved, to diftill into a Water, for the receiving of 
which diftillmg drops lome Veil'd is to be let under. 
This is a wonderfuil Diftillation of Men’s breath, 
which coming out of their mouths in their dilcour- 
iing, is reduced by the concentrated Fire of Salt 
into Ice, and at length, again into Water by the 
heat ot the Stove. 

This fo I'pcedy an operation or tranfmutation of a 
moift and watery vapour into natural Ice, feems iif' 
deed at the outfide view to be but a vile and unpro- 
litablc thing ; but if it be but well minded by the 
light of the internal mind, it not onely begets a 
moll great admiration, but wichall opens the molt 
excellent knowledge of natural things. 

Such as greedily hunger after Gold will fay, what 
benefit comes from thele tricks ? had Gold but dif- 
tilled from the Glals we would have laved it, what 
need we any Water? or if it had been noble or 
generous Wine, we could have prized fuch an inge¬ 
nious knack, and drunk it off. Take away that 
filthy Water and bring us the gallant Wine. Such 
dilcourle as this, let one of thy Friends purpolely 
utter, being thereto firft fuborned by thee, that (6 
thou maift the more delight the reft of thy Friends 
that are ignorant of thele things, by thy prelently 
fatisfying him that is 16 defirous of Wine, laying, 
that it thy Friends and Guefts do defire better Wine, 
thou art ready to draw it them. Upon this, thy 
Guefts will diligently liften and delire ro lee what 
better Wine thou wilt draw them out of thy Celler. 
The chiefeft of thele will well know that thou haft 
not in thy Cellar fuch variety of Wines. 

In the mean while, have ready lome fmall Glaffes 
which contain fome Ounces, filled with the concen¬ 
trated Fires of Salts, and well fhut and firings tied 
ready unto them; now when thou haft a mind to 
give them a relilh of thy Art of bettering Wines, and 
rendring them more generous, command a Cann of 
common Wine to be brought thee, and give it to 
thy Guefts to drink But now when they lhallper¬ 
ceive that it is the lame fort of Wine they had for¬ 
merly, and that thou haft not given them any bet¬ 
ter, thou fhalt fatisfie them by the following way. 

XLII. A momentary operation of rendring any common 

lVine more generous, and exceedingly bettered by the 

cold Fires oj Salts ; and that ;?; the prejence of many 

Men. ^ 

C Ommand one of thole Glafles prepared for this 
purpofe to be brought unto thee, and let it 


down by the thread into the Glafs full of Wine, 
which being done, the con centrated cold that lies 
in thy little Glals, which thou hang'ft in the greater 
one of Wine will draw to it 'lelf the watery and un¬ 
profitable parts of the Wine, and change it into 
an incipid Ice. And by how much the longer you 
leave chat little Glafs in your Wine, fo inuch'the 
more Water will be drawn there ouc of, and the 
Wine will be made the more generous thereby. But 
the looncr you take it our, the lels Water will be 
feparated ; fo that ouc of'one Cann of Wine 
you may by this means give your Guefts lcveral forts 
of Wine to drirjk, or rather may let them better the 
Wine thcmlelv^s even according to their pleafurc. 
For by this operation the unprofitable Water being 
drawn out of the Wine and turned into Ice, is fepa- 
rated and taken away; part therefore of the Water 
being taken away, the remainder muft necelfarily 
be much more efficacious and more fweec than it was 
afore, when it had Water conjoyncd as yer with it. 

A Mafter of a Family ufing this Artifice may 
make for himlelf and his Guefts, divers Wines though 
drawn out of one Barrel. 

Now fuch a Iccret is not onely full of Curiofity, 
but alfo of profit, and may prove helpfull and do 
much good levcral ways. I could if need required 
declare a thoufand convcniencies, and Commodities 
proceeding therefrom. But bccaufe I judge it need- 
lels to Ipend time in declaring them, I will at pre- 
fent mention onely lome few, remitting the reft to 
the following Centuries, in which fhall be made men¬ 
tion of them according as the [matccr and] time re¬ 
quires or permits. 

XLIII. The amending of any milling or fmallifh Ale 
in the IVinter SeaJ'on, as ■well at Home as Abroad. 

I T lometimes happens that a Mafter of a Family 
hath but onely one fort of Wine or of Ale in his 
Cellar, the which he is accuftomed to drink, and 
puts not in his Cellar any better Wine or Ale cither 
by rcafon of poverty, or elfe becaule the Cellar lies 
open to every body, both Men-fervants and Maid- 
fervancs, and they will to the beft Tap, and fo he 
fears it will be too chargeable. 

But forafmuch as old Men's Stomachs, when they 
lometimes feed on Stock-filh dried, or on Martelmas 
Beef, or Fifli, by realon of its debility through old 
Age, cannot perform its office of Concoftion : The 
Ale or Wine may by the help of this fecret be pre¬ 
lently rendred ftronger, efpecially in the Winter 
Sealon, in which Sealon a warmer and ftronger 
draught of Ale and Wine is more beneficial than in 
the former months, and then they can better brook 
the want of the fame. But fome may objeCt and 
fay, where fhall I get fuch a concentrated cold as 
may enable me to extract the Water out of the 
Wine ? hereunto I anlwer that there will be many 
that will prepare it for time to come and will fpare 
it to others ; and yet no body needs fo great a quan¬ 
tity thereof neither. If a Mafter of a Family hath 
but one onely half pound of the fame, he may 
ufe it his whole life time, if he but keep it 16 as that 
the Glals break nor and fpill it. For when he hath 
taken away the Water of one or two Pots of Ale or 
Wine, let him remove the Ice from the Glafs, and 
let it again in the cold till he needs ir. For fuch a 
cold concentrating Magnet always keeps its virtues, 
and is never corrupted, but always fit for the effect¬ 
ing of many wonderfuil things. 

N N. B. If 
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N. B. If you have not thofe fires of Salts the hea¬ 
vy Oil of Vitriol, Oil of Salt, or Aej. Fortis may be 
uied hereabout; but yet thefe Oils do not in any 
comparifon perform what thofe concentrated Fires 
of Salts are able to effed. But however they de 
monfirate the thing it felfthough they bring no great 
fiore of profit, and this any one may eafily under- 
Hand. 

For there is a great difference betwixt the watery 
and not watery Fires of Salts, any common and (imply 
bare Water cannot b&ome (o cold as the Water of 
any Salt, and this Salt-water cannot be (o cold as a 
common Spirit of Salt, nor can thb Spirit by any 
means arrive to that degree of coltf as a concentra¬ 
ted Spirit ufually attains to. So a skin of Leather is 
never fo cold as Wood, nor Wood as a Stone, nor 
a Stone as an heavy Metal; the difference proceeding 
from the thicknels of the companion, for verily any 
thing will concentrate the more cold or heat and fix 
it with ic felf, by how much the comparer and 
thicker body it (hall be of. For it is the property of 
a concentrated cold to kill a thing and to make it 
hard and Hi if. Contrarywife a concentrated heat 
gives a fpeedy life, and corredtion, and emendation, 
and this experience it felf teacheth. 

O happy Man is he that can make a Metalline 
Salt as compadt and thick, and heavy as a Metal, 
andean by conlerving it a due time in the heat ofthe 
Fire, that the heat may by little and little and gra¬ 
dually be concentrated and fixed, therein, make it 
fufile. Without doubt fuch an one would get a 
Tincture that would cure the moft grievous Dif- 
cafes, and change the imperfedt Metals into perfedt. 
For it is the Fire onely that begets a maturity to any 
thing, and by how much the flronger and greater 
the Fire is lb much the fpeedier and better amending 
of any thing may be expedted. 

Thele things which I have here briefly declared 
are of greater moment, dignity, and weighc than 
any one can believe ; and befides there’s no doubt 
buc that there will fhortly fbme ftep forth, who 
will without any fear teftifie the verity of Art, by 
changing imperfedt Metals and turning them into 
pure Gold; (o common will Alchymy become in 
this Age, which was neither heard of nor feen be¬ 
fore in this World. Nay more, Men will make this 
Art fo familiar unto them that they will not much 
ofteem even of particular Tindtures. 

But why God permits fuch things to be done, is 
to us wholly unknown, thus much we fee onely, 
that doubtlefs there will follow lomegreac change in 
the World ; happy fhall they be who having the 
fear of God before their eyes, and are of a pure mind, 
cannot be hurt by the Devil nor Sin his Mother. 

XLIV. Wherein this fecret is beneficial to thofe that tra- 

-vel m the Winter Seafon. 

\TEcelfity doth fometimesenforce old Men to un- 
.l\ dertake a Journey in the Winter, which, if 
no urgent haft forcech, may be fo ordered that at 
Noon and Night quiet reft may be always taken in 
fuch a place in which is plenty of Meat and Drink 

But iffo be that an urgency of occafion requires 
a going on forward, whether one ride on Horfe- 
back, or in a Coach or Waggon, and that either 
the Snow render the way difficult, or fbme Wheel 
of the Waggon be by chance broken, and fo the 
journying Perfbn hindred from coming co the place 
aimed at in the appointed time, he is fometimes by 


this means conflrained to turn afide to a poor Pea- 
fants lodging, or if his fortune be a little more favou¬ 
rable, he is neflitared to Inn in fome poor Village, 
where he can neither meet with Wine or good Ale ; 
he now that thus journieth may out ofthe poor 
Wine or Ale make himfelf better Wine or Ale, and 
the better provide for his health if he hath about 
him, fuch a magnet in fome (mull Glafs that attrac- 
teth Ice to it. 

XLV. JVhat profit thofe that fail in the Sea may have 
by this Jecret. 

I T may fo happen that a Man taking Ship 
with hopes of arriving in a fhorr lpaceof rime to 
the end of his Voyage, though he has fome little of 
good Wine or Ale, may be enforced if the Wind 
prove contrary to flay longer upon the Sea; his 
good Wine therefore and his A'.e being fpent, he 
may make that fmall Beer in the Ship which the 
common Marriners drink of, better, and prelerve 
his own health. 


XLVI. Horn by the help of this fecret the unprofitable 
Phlegm of Brandy inade of Corn may be taken away , 
that fo it may become equal to the Jpirit that is made 
ofthe lees of Wine. 


T O the effecting of this bufinefs there is required 
a greater Magnet, which may remove that 
Phlegm then needed to the WiDe or Ale, becaufe 
Brandy is of an hotrer nature than Wine or Ale, 
which do more willingly let go their waterinefs 
than aduft Wine is wont to do. 

XLVII. By what means the fttperfluotis waterifimefs is 
to be taken away from the weaker or waterijber Vi¬ 
negar, that fo it may be made flronger. 


T HE waterifhnels of the weaker or more aqueous 
fort of Vinegar doth fuffer it (elf to be more ea¬ 
fily excradted by the help of that Ice-attracting Mag¬ 
net, and the rather becaule it, -viz,, the Vinegar puts 
on an Icy form much fooner tnan any other Drinks. 

XLVIII. It may be queried whether or no this bettering 
of (Fine, Ale, Vinegar , Brandy , and other Drinks , 
and rendring them flronger and Jweeter , may be done 
in great plenty, or whether it is to be accounted of as 
a citriofity onely ? 


F OR anfwer, verily it is a moft excellent fecret 
moft aptly (adsfying the curious inquiry of mor¬ 
tal Men, which the World as yet never knew, and 
yet it can etfedt fuch unheard of things, which it is 
not neceflary that they fhould be divulged. 

As touching the plentifull (eparation of Water 
from Wine, Ale, or other Drinks [in great quantity J 
the feme may be done and that with profit, and in 
fome places bring no fmall gain to him who knows 
how rightly and artificially to accomplifh the feme. 
I have done enough as to my affairs inlaying ito- 
pen ; we muft not boil meac for the flothfull and 
thruft ic into their mouths. Let them get it chem- 
felves if they will, and rightly take care of their own 
matters. 
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XLIX. Whe- 
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XL1X. Whether or no hkewifc a great quantity of cold 
Fires out of Salts way be eaftly prepared. 

F OR anfwcr, yes, fo great a quantity of them 
may be prepared as a Man would with for, or 
as his necdficy lhall enforce him to defire. But be- 
caufe fuch cold Fires of Salts are the efFe&crs of 
admirable and incredible things which the World 
never knew of, therefore the copious preparing and 
getting of them deferves to be concealed. Let there¬ 
fore every one be content with thole things which 
I have published in the firft Century : haply in pro- 
eels of time more may follow. 

L. Hew my Sal Mirabilis can free watery Oils of their 
fuperfucus humidity. 

M IX one pound of this my Sal Mirabilis redu¬ 
ced by warmth into a fine Powder, with ten 
or twenty pounds of good Oil Olive, or new Lin- 
Iced Oil; the Sal Mirabilis is to be commixt warm 
with the Oil, and being well fluxed about with it, 
draws to it lelf all the Water, and fettles to .the 
bottom of the Veil'd, from which the clear Oil is to 
be (eparated by pouring it off; and all the Water 
and impurity of the Oil is to be levered from the 
Sal Mirabilis , that lo it may be recovered and be 
again profitable lor fuch like operations. 

LI. The way of taking off the muftinefs or fink from a 
Vejfel corrupted or grown mufty by lying, that it may 
be again ft to put more Wine into. 

S Mear over the infide hollownels of fuch a Veflel 
with the concentrated moi ft Fire of Salt, that it 
may be every where wetted, and fprinkle thereupon 
lb much of the Sal Mirabihs as will flick thereunto. 
For fo that cold Fire of concentrated Salt, with the 
nttraded Sal Mirabihs will become hard and not 
run, and Hick on to the Yell'd; and rhatlaid Fire 
will in a few days fpace burn up all the mouidinefs 
and flinch, juft as if the common Fire of Wood had 
been ufed thereabouts. The Veil'd being wafhed 
with boiling Water is again rendred fir and conve¬ 
nient to put Wine into. 

: This operation is not here taught for lorne {link¬ 

ing Velfels lake that is not worth the while, but to 
this end, that other fecrers of greater moment, and 
which are profitable, may be learned thereby and 
known. For under thefe operations lie hidden 
many wonderfull things, and fuch as the greateft 
part of the Readers will not confider. But to what 
end is it to light up a Torch before fuch Men, that 

i are left by God in blindnefs and darknels, and hath 
not vouchsafed to bellow on them any Eyes. 

LIT. the manner of prefer-ving all kinds of Fruits, Eggs, 
Onions, and other moift Fruits of the ground a long 
time from corrupting. 

T HE fweet or dulcified Sal Mirabilis is to be well 
dried by the help of the Fire, and being put 
in feme Veil'd with Fruits, Eggs or fuch like, with a 
thick and dole laying [or bed of oneupon the other] 
doth by its drinels fo preferve all things, and by its 
artra&ing virtue of all corrupting humidity, that for 
a long time they feel not the leaf! corruption. 


LIII. Iftef ion. JVhy doth the Sal Mirabilis, which 
Corn has been macerated wit hall afore its jawing, 
andforr.e whereof is mixed with the Earth, [or fownj 
at trail the Raw, coagulate it, and hold it with it 
ft If longer than other Salts ? 

F OR anfvver, this is to be imputed to its molt 
great drinels which it abounds withall. 

LIV. The preparation of the Sal Mirabilis, fo as that it 
may become an miverfal Medicine for ad Vegetables. 

T HE Sal Mirabilis as it is of it felf, is by reafen 
of its corroding virtues which it as yet retains 
plainly unfit for the multiplication of the Vegetables, 
for that being fo ufed would prove more hurtfull 
than profitable. Upon this account it is neceflary 
that to one part ofit be added two parrs by weight, 
of the belt Calx-vivc, yfoich being moiftened with 
Water and made up into Balls, are to be well hea¬ 
ted red hor for an hour, that fo all the corrofivity 
being introverted tUcSal Mirabihs may be Alkaliza- 
ted, and ufed to the Vegetables for an univerfal 
Medicine; for it confervas its attrafting force, and 
ofech it not in the heating red hor. 

t 

JV. JVhat's the re a fen that Wood lying long in the JVa~ 
ter wherein Sal Mirabilis is dijjblved , is turned into 
an hard Sto?;e ? 

F OR anfvver, this operation is to be aferibed to the 
incredible aftringent property and nature, that 
the Sal Mirabihs is endued withall. 

LVI. 7*o reduce an half dead Tree to life again by the 
help ofSz\ Mirabilis, that it may revive and begin 
again to fprou: out . 

# 

M IX with the digged up Earth, with which the 
Roots of the Trees are covered, one, two, 
three or more pounds of the Sal Mirabilis , according 
to the bignels or littlenels of the Tree, and again, 
cover over the Roots with the fame, and pour upon 
the Earth it lelf, feme Rain water, that being there¬ 
by moiftned, the Roots may the better partake of 
the Salt that is mixed with it. 

By this means, the'Tree will attra<ft to it felf the 
Medicine or good nutrimenc our of the Salt, and 
will be cherifhed and refrelhed juft as a piece of 
bread or other food being given to an hunger-ftarv'd 
Man reftores him his ftrength again. 

LVIII. How by the help cj^Sal Mirabilis moft hard and 
mfoluble fubjecls may be 'very eafily diffolved. 

L ET the nature and property of a Char coal of 
Wood be confidered, the which is fuch, as that 
if it be kept in the greateft Fire for many years, and 
all external air kept out from ir; it will neither ever 
melt, nor ever lofe ought of its body, but will 
come out again in the very fame form as it had at 
your purring it into the Fire. 

So likewile a Wood coal is able ro endure an hun¬ 
dred, yea a thouland years in rhe Earth, Water, or 
even the moft lharp corrofive Waters unhurt. This' 
fo moft lharp a tryal, neither Gold nor Silver though 
they be rhe pureft and moft conftant are able to un¬ 
dergo. And although a Coal be thus durable, yet 
neverthelels will I dilfelve it in half an hours fpace, 

and 
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and convert it into a red fufile Salt, which is diflolva- 
b!e with Water, and yields a wonderfull liquor 
which is the effcder of incredible operations both in 
Medicine and in Alehymy. 

I.IX. What Sal Mirabilis is to he ufed to dijfohe the 
Cc!es. 

T HE Sal Mirabilis is diverfly prepared, as ap¬ 
pears in the fecond part of Miraculum Muyidi ; 
but what way foeverit be prepared by, it may be 
commodio* fly applied to the fblution of Char-coals, 
nor needeth it any farther preparation, but even 
juft fo as it is taken out of the Cucurbit and is as yet 
corrofive is to be ufed to diflolve all things. 

LX. The manner of reducing any Char-coal in half an 
hours fpacetoits firfi matter, that is, into a fu’.phu- 
reous Salt, by the Sal Mirabilis. 

M ELT two or three ounces of Sal Mirabilis m 
fome Pot or Crucible, and throw in a peice 
of Wood-coal or Char coal, and cover the Pot with 
its Cover, and let it flow for one half hour, thatfo 
the Salt may diflolve as much of that Coal as it can, 
and may leave the reft of it which it cannot diflolve, 
undiflolved. Then pour out your matter and you 
fhall find a red Stone of Salt, which being tafted 
upon the Tongue burns it like Fire, as all Al- 
kaly Salts do. For the corrofive force is inverted 
by the Vegetable Sulphur, and changed into an 
Alkaly. 

This red Carbuncle being diflfolved in Water 
yields a green Solution, which being filtred, and let 
iftand ftill for fome hours, appears of a white colour, 
and being let alone quiet longer, acquireth a yel¬ 
low colour. One drop thereof gilds over an impe 
rial as Sulphur does, if it be therein put. For the 
Char-coal is no other thing but a Sulphur of the 
fame nature as the Mineral Sulphur is of, and pene¬ 
trating all the Metals, fuffers it felf to be fixed with 
them, and doth after another manner perform all 
thofe things that the Mineral Sulphur is wont to 
do. 

The very well skilled Sendivow in his Dialogue 
concerning the Sulphur of the Wile Men, faith he is 
ltrongly guarded, and fits Captive in a dark Prifon, 
and is not eafily freed ; but Salt gives him a deadly 
wound. 

A Sulphur therefore fits in this black Coal in a 
dark and obfeure Prifon, Ihut up with ftrong Bands, 
and is a Captive, nor can'..any one free him from 
thofe Bands but onely Salt. But being once releafed 
out of Prifon, he is wont to come in view, and not 
before. 

Thus now have we brought forth Sulphur out of 
his obfoure Body. And now will we alfo bring him 
forth to publick view. 

LXI. How the Vegetable Sulphur is to be made 'viftble. 

I F you pour into the white Solution of the Coals 
fome Acidity, as Vinegar, Spirt of Salt, of Vitri¬ 
ol, or fome Aq. Portis, and that leifurel.y and by 
little and little as much as is requifite for the killing of 
the Sal Alkaly-, theSulphur will fettle to the bottom 
like awhite Powder, which being feparated from the 
Salts, and walht with fair Water, and dried, will 
burn and exadly anfwer to the virtues of the Mi¬ 
neral Sulphur. 


LXU. Another way demonfir at ivg that a Mineral Sul¬ 
phur lies hidden in all Vegetables. 

P UT this green or white juice of the Wood or 
Coals exprefled or (queezed out by the Salt, in 
a Glafs Cucurbit upon fome Sal. Armoniack powder¬ 
ed, pur on an Alembick and draw off all the moift- 
ture by Diftillation, in which Diftillation the fpirit 
of the Sal. Armoniack voW 1 bring over the Helm, the 
Vegetable Sulphur of a golden colour. It is a moft 
penetrative Spirit and of wonderfull efficacy in Al- 
chyrny and Medicine, and this will eafily be credi¬ 
ted bv him, who knows its penetrating and gradua- " 
ting virtue and property, in which it excels all other 
penetrative Spirits, you muft keep it very warily 
becauie it eafily vaniflieth. 

LXU I. There is yet another way of making the fame 
Sulphur of Coals vijible. 

W HEN you have poured out our Carbuncle 
out of your melting Pot, beat it into Powder 
and mix therewith half its weight of Sal. Armoniack 
powdered, draw off by a Glafs Retorr, both matters 
exadtly eommixt by Diftillation, that the Sal Armoni¬ 
ack may bring over with it rhat Sulphur. Wafh off 
this red matter drawn out by Sublimation, with 
common Water, the which being freed from the Sal. 
Armoniack, is a Sulphur inclining from its reddifhnefs 
to a yellow colour, and is altogether like to the Mi¬ 
neral Sulphur. 

LXIV. There is likewife another way of extracting the 
fame Sulphur cut of Coals. 

"Cli ft of all, exactly melt the Coals by the Sal Mi¬ 
rabilis in a melting Pot, that the Salt may be 
accurately Alkalizared by the Coals, and burn the 
Tongue like Fire. Then pour it forth and beat the 
Coals into Powder and put them in a Glafs, and 
pour upon them Spirit of Wine freed from all its 
Phlegm. Thcnfet the Glafs in warm Sand and ever 
and anon take it out and fliake it well that the Spirit 
of Wine may extradl the Sulphur, and leave the 
Salt untoucht. Your Spirit being as red as bloud, 
pour it out into another Glafs, and again, pour on 
more Spirit of Wine upon the matter, and repeat 
the former'operation ;thefe pourings on,and earnings 
off are to be fo often repeated, till the Spirit of Wine 
when poured on will extraift no more. Put all thefe 
red extractions into a Glafs Cucurbit, and feparare 
the Spirit of Wine by a B. and it will leave behind 
in the Cucurbit a fweet Oil of the colour of bloud ; 
a Medicine of fo great moment in all Chronical Dif- 
eafes, as that none is to be preferred afore it. For 
thisSulphur is far better than the Mineral Sulphur, 
which for the moft part is mixt with fome Arfenical 
property, whereas this is extracted out of the Coals 
ofWood, and is therefore far purer and neceffarily 
more conducive to Man’s health. 

And as touching the whole operation of this pre¬ 
cious balfamieal Sulphur, which is but little inferiour 
to potable Gold, the chief knack of duely making 
it eonfifteth in this, -viz,, that the-SW Mirabilis be 
well and accurately Alkalizated by the Coals. For 
if not, the Spirit of Wine would diflolve the Sal 
Mirabilis, and would not extract the Sulphur, nor 
would it anfwer thy wifhes, if it be not deprived or 
defpoiled of all its humidity. 
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\ He that fhall be well skilled in the due handling 
r>f this Operation, will obtain a moll excellent Me¬ 
dicine not much inferiour to potable Gold, of a 
faeet and p’eafant Tall, and of an jtdmirabl>’grate- 
full Odour and Colour. By fuel) a means as this, 
is extra (fled out of a dead Herb, or dead Wood, its 
greennefs in the firft Solution made by Water; and 
alter the Extraction with Spirit of Wine, the molt 
delicate red Colour thereof, with a molt fweet ve 
getable Odour ; all which lay hidden in the black 
Coal, anti are again brought forth to light. 

The ule of this moft delicate Oil of Sulphur is not 
(mail both as to the metalline Operations and other 
Arts; and this fo fpeedy a putrefaction andrevivifi 
cation of the dead Vegetables into a living medicine 
carries in its Intrails a great myftery. 

LXV. It may be demanded, whether or no the Coles them- 
fielves are to be onely made ttfie of fer this revivificati¬ 
on ofi the dead Vegetables, and n- 1 the green or dry 
Wood they are made ofi, and the Herbs too , may aljo 
be thus dealt with. 

COR anfwer, even the Herb it lelf, or the unburnt 
*• Wood it lelf may be changed in a Crucible into 
t red Stone by the Sal Altrabilis. For theoperacion 
•ends to the fan e end be it Herbor Wood, green or 
try, or made into a Cole. 

LXV1. It may be cjueiied, what Wood or what Herb be¬ 
ing changed afiter that fame manner by the Sal Mira- 
bilis, yields the moft excellent Medicine. 

COR anfwer, the Woods that are weightieft do ex* 
*■ cel all others; for they are riper and have in them 
i better Sulphur, than thole Woods or thofe Herbs 
iiave which are lighter, and grow up in half a years 
time,the older theTrees are,the more fit for medicine 
they are; fuch as are the Roots of Vines, Juniper, 
Box, Beech, Oak, Cedar, and fuch like. 

LXVIl. A Demonftration, that out ofi dead Herbs and 
fitch as are again reftored to lifie, may new Herbs be 
produced without the addition ofi the Seed ofi other 
Herbs. 

CILL lome Pots with fome Fertile Earth or Clay, 
L void of all Herbs or Seeds, and moiften it with 
' he green or white Juice ol the Coals. If now you 
[txpofe thefe to the Sun and Rain, there will fpring 
|jp thencefrom divers new and unknown FIcrbs. 

LXVIII. How by the help o f Sal Mirabilis, Metals are 
to be dijjolved by the dry way, and to be converted into 
moft excellent Medicaments , and firft of Gold. 




W HEN you would make your trial of Gold 
take a piece of golden Money, and bow it, 
and add thereunto fo much Sal Mirabilis as may be 
5, 6, or 8 times the weight of the Gold. Melt it in 
a Wind Furnace, and pour it out into a Vellel fit for 
to receive molten Metals ; and you fhall find your 
Salt to be of a purple Colour. If all the Gold Ihould 
not be difiolved but fome part thereof fhould fettle 
to the bottom, (eparate that Regulm from the purple 
Salt,and difiolve your remaining Gold in a Crucible 
with new Sal Mirabilis , that lb all the Gold being 
difiolved may colour the Salt with a purple Colour. 
With this purple Salt may be performed many very 
profitable things, which appertain not to this place. 


’Mongft which thofe are chiefeft which refpeeft the 
emendation or bettering of Metals, concerning 
which, I will here add onely one Operation. 

LXIX. I'he graduating ofi any Iron into Gold by this pur¬ 
ple Salt. 

p O R the due performing of this, you are to have 
ftone-like melting Pots, and the bell that can be, 
(uch as by no means may drinj v ,in the Salt, or let it 
run through, for that theSolution of the Gold with 
the Salt is otherwife wont to hide it felf in iuch Pots 
as are not ftrong^nough. 

It thou canft not get fuch, : tis better for thee to 
abftain from this labour, than to lofe thy Gold, un-. 
Icis haply thou hall a mind to try the polfibility of 
the lame. 

r ^ th .'; refore c h° u defirefl to encreafe the Quinta, 
^or fmall weight] of thy Gold which thou hall added 
to thy Salt,with fome Augmentation; put two or three 
<%/wM’sof Iron bits or pieces into a good Crucible, 
and having put thereto your purple Salt, me'.tirvery 
accurately for one half hour, in which time, the 
Gold will precipitate it felf out of the Salt inro the 
Iron, and graduate fomeofit by turning it intoGold. 
For whilll the purple Salt doth eat upon the Iron 
and conlume it, it doth together therewithal! make 
fome ot it participant of a golden Nature bv gradua¬ 
tion. J ° 

I do not inferc this Operation here, to the end 
that by the he p thereof a Man Ihould think of get¬ 
ting Malles of Gold, no ; for the lole end of my 
propofing it was this, that I might confirm the pof- 
fibilicy of the thing by ocular Demonftration. 

Now as here the Iron is graduated by the help 
of the Gold or golden Ferment, intoGold; fo like- 
wife may Copper be graduated and exalted into 
pure Silver ; by the application of alilvery Ferment 
as followeth. ’ 

LXX. The manner ofi exalting Copper into Silver. 

D ifiolve Silver in a Crucible by the Sal Mirabilis, 
made of Salt-peter and Oil of Vitriol; in which 

Solution you fhall get a green Salt, fit for the gradu¬ 
ating of Copper into Silver, after the fame manner as 
we taught but now of theGold. 

And albeit the Silver augmentation be notfogreat, 
yet the polfibility of the Art is thence apparent and 
demonftrateth, that one Metal admits of being con¬ 
verted into another. But yet he that has good skill 
in handling this labour, will, if he be fraught with 
good and apt Crucibles, which can hold the Sal Mi- 
rabihs and not fwallow it up, receive no fmall be¬ 
nefit by this fame Operation. Thc-W* which are 
remaining in this, and the precedent Operation are 
not to be thrown away, but to be mixed with Li¬ 
tharge, that fo being reduced by blaft, they may 
graduate the Lead, and enrich it with no contemp¬ 
tible Portion of Gold and Silver. For great are the 
Vertues of this Salt in graduations, which the Anci¬ 
ent Philofophers have openly enough hinted at, 
faying that their Salt augments the rednels of the 
Gold and whitenefs of the Silver, and that this is a 
thing moll true, he who fhall in a due manner per¬ 
form the Operation will learn that fo it is, by his 
own Experience. 

But leaftan Errour fhould be committed and fome 
of your Gold and Silver loll, it is better that a Man 
exercife himfelf in making his Experiments in the 
lefler Metals; and omit the dealing with Gold and 
Silver fo long till thefe lefler Metals make him a 
O fuffici- 
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{ufficiently experienced Mafter for the dealing with 
the greater. 

LXXI. How Iron may be exaltcil into Copper in the 
melting by the help of Sal Mirabilis. 

D ifTolve one or two whole Lots of Copper in 
melting it by Sal Mirabilis , which Solution 
will yield thee a Salt enclining from a green, to a 
black colour. 

Into the fame Pot which contains your Copper 
diflolved’ by the Sal Mirabilis , puf three or four 
Lots of bits of Iron, and adjoyn them to the Copper 
diflolved in the Sal Mirabilis , and force it with the 
Fire, fbtliat they may be kept in flux together for 
one half hours fpace. By this means the diflolved 
Copper will adhear to the Iron by precipitation and 
exalt fome particles of the Iron into Copper. All 
being well molten, pour it out into your Cone that 
the Copper may fettle in a Regains. The Sal Mira- 
bills and Iron being turned into a Scoria, are ufefull 
for the inriching of Litharge, in the ftrong melting 
by blaft, with Gold and Silver. 

N B. If the Mercury of Saturn be mixed with 
thefe, or elfe with thofe other Scoria’s which were 
left by the Gold and Silver and are far better, and 
fo be melted together with a ftrong Fire, the Lead 
will be bettered and that by an encreafe not to be 
contemned, and will abundantly pay for the labour 
and cofts. But yet I would not put any one upon 
the undertaking of this work; except he be well 
verfed with meltings in Crucibles and without them, 
by the Bellows upon Hearths. For I write not thefe 
things for young Beginners, but onely for fuch who 
well know what belongs to the Art of melting. 

But yet that he may have (bme manududion into 
thefe labours, I will declare the general ufe of the 
Sal Mirabilis in the emendation of Metals. 

LXXII Che un'yverfal life of Sal Mirabilis in the emen¬ 
dation of Metals. 

T Plough the wonderfull Salt of Art diflolveth all 
Metals, and conjoyneth them in a fpiritnal 
manner as it were, and renders them efficacious to 
better each the other in the Fire, yet is there a dif¬ 
ference to be obferved in that thing, by him who 
defires to follow the neared way, and to decline all 
diverfions, or goings about. For example. 

FIc that has a mind to difTolve and conjoyn the 
Metals, Gold, Silver, Lead, Copper, Tin, and I- 
ron, by the Sal Mirabilis, that they may difplay 
their virtues in operating to the perfection of each o- 
ther, muft take for the Gold, Iron, Copper, and 
Tin, fuch a Sal Mirabilis as being prepared of com¬ 
mon Salt doth eafily difTolve thofe Metals. But now 
the fame Salt ufed about Silver and Lead, would ef¬ 
fect nothing as to their Solution, becaufe there is 
no familiarity or friendfhip between common Salt, 
and Lune, and Lead, for it is an enemy to thofe 
Metals, kills them, and reduceth them to nothing. 

N. B. But when thofe Metals are by the help of 
Salt reduced into their Mercuries, then may it come 
fo to pafs,asthat they may be conjoyned with Gold, 
Iron, Copper, and Tin ; for without a foregoing 
preparation, they enter not into the Salt, unlefs the 
Lime and Saturn be diflolved in that Sal Mirabilis 
which is prepared of Niter, and be adjoyned to the 
Solution of Mars and Venus ; of which Solutions the 
one doth very willingly embrace the other, info- 


much that one Metal doth eafily operate upon the 
other, and confequently a profitable graduation, 
fixation, and emendation fucceeds. 

But now if you would have your Metals, nr.t 
conftant in the Fire, but volatile and made flying, 
then, that Sal Mirabilis is to to be ufed, which is 
made of Salt Peter or Kitchin Salt, by the help of 
Sulphur. 

This is the univerfal ufe of Sal Mirabilis , ferving 
for the Solution, Graduation, Fixation, and contra- 
riwife Volatilifation, or the converfion of all Metals 
into a volatile nature. But the fpecial Solutions, 
Fixations, or Graduations of them by the Salt of Art, 
require an addition of fome Vegetable Sulphur, 
which beingadjoyned to the Metal, yields feme he’p 
to the Sal Artis in the Graduation of a bafer Metal, 
which help the conjunctions of Metals that be of a 
fulphureous nature,do nor at all need; though indeed 
’tis better if you help them with feme Vegetable Sul¬ 
phur For Sulphurand Sal Artis are like Male and 
Female, they bear a mutual love to each other, and 
beget a rich OfFfpring ; when they lovingly court 
each other in the Fire, even alone and without the 
addition of any Metal, and are brought unto per¬ 
fection. So then, thus by thefe operations may 
gain and profit be divers ways, and in divers man¬ 
ners gotten, as well particularly, as haply alfo uni- 
verfally, (but this Iaft way I am not as yet acquain¬ 
ted with ) 

All thefe things do fufficiently, yea abundantly 
{hew one the way of arriving by the help of the Salt 
of Art, to the attainment of fuch things as are of 
feme moment. Enough to the wife. 

Although that the Metals do admit of a mofteafie 
Solution by the Sal Mirabilis in the dry way, yet 
notwithftanding, that Solution may yet more com- 
modioufly be perfected the following way, m thus, 
when the Metals are put into the Cucurbit or Re¬ 
tort, in the diftilling off the Spirit. For whilft the 
Spirit is driven off, out of thofe diftilling Veflels, the 
Metal is diflolved during the Diftillation, and re¬ 
mains in the bottom with the Sal Mirabilis. But 
whatever of the Metal remains undilfolved, is to be 
removed ; but the golden Lunar, Venerial Salt, &c. 
is to be kept for fuch ufes as it isnecclfary for. 

N. B. If lo be any be minded to pour on again 
that diftilled Spirit, upon the Metalline Salt abiding 
in the bottom he may (o do, and ’tis profitable ; be¬ 
caufe that Metalline Salt is by this means rendred 
far more commodious and apter for Tranfmutation. 

But that none may err from the right way, it is 
necelTary that we fir'ft fliew how the Metals (out of 
which being bettered, Gold and Silver are to be ex- 
traded) are to be afore prepared, that fo they may 
admit of being the more eafily exalted and amended. 
For all things are to be done by the preferibed me¬ 
thod, and to be managed by [promoting them toj 
their appointed limit and fcope,it any profit is thence 
fought. 

Lime and Saturn do not by any commixion alloc¬ 
ate themfelves to the Metalline Salt, unlefs thefe 
fame metals be firft reduced into rheir Mercuries, 
concerning which thing we have treated at large in 
the third and fourth part of the profperiry of Germany. 

LXXI 11. By what means the imperfeff Metals may (by 

the Sal Mirabilis) be turned into ptrfttt ones. 

TTAKE of Sal Mirabilis four ounces, the filings of 
■"* Vemis half an ounce. Put this matter in a ftrong, 

double. 
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double, and well covered Haffiack Pot, fet it in a 
wind Furnace, melt it ftrongly for half an hour, 
thar the Sal AUrabilts may rightly dillolve the Cop- 
t per and make it fpirirual. To this Copper thus 
made fpirirual, add half a part in weight of the 
Mercury of Saturn, and melt together both metals 
bv a repeated melting, for an half or even an whole 
hour. In this conjunction and operation, the fpiri- 
tual Copper will get to the Saturn by graduation, 
no fmall bettering and fixation. For by how much 
the longer they are kept in flux, fo much the greater 
amendment doth Saturn purchafc. But yet no Re¬ 
gains can thus per fe fettle to the bottom, unlefs lome 

! *lron be added in the melting, concerning which, 
no certain weight can be preferibed. For when 
fome (mail bits onely thereof, or lome little particles 
are put in the Crucible, the Salt is mortified by cor¬ 
roding of the Iron, and lets fall the amended Lead 
which in the Cupel leaves the Gold and Silver. 

This way (hews you the manner of ufing the Sal 
Mirabilis for the amending of metals 

N. B. Other metals may alfo be rendred fpiritual 

! by the Sal AUrabtlis, by which net onely Saturn but 
likewife Luna may be graduated, or exalted to a 
golden degree. But vet Saturn is more commodious 
and fitter for this operation than Luna is. For when 
the Alercury of Saturn is graduated and reduced, 
there needs no other labour than the (eparating of 
that Regains on the Ted, where the Gold and Sil¬ 
ver is left behind in the Cupel. But if the Lunar 
Alercury be amended by graduation, and precipita¬ 
ted into a Regains, it is firft to be (eparated by Lead 
in the Cupel, and afterwards the Gold and Silver 
are to be leparated by Forth ; (o that there is 
1 requifite a twofold labour, which in the operation 
by Saturn is but one ; and therefore it is to be pre¬ 
ferred as to thefe operations before Lune. 

N. B. Ail (uch lubjeds as have a graduating vir¬ 
tue, as Lapis Calr.mmaris, Hematitrs, Smiris, Gra¬ 
nule, Talk, &c. may be ufed to thefe labours. But 
however Gold is the bed of all, which if (o be that 
1 anv one is minded to ufe, it behoves him to be fur- 
nifhed with fuch Pots and Crucibles, which do not 
drink up the Gold, and (b rob you of more than 
the produced gain amounts to. 

Thus have we deinondrated the ufe of the fimple 
Sal AUrab-.Ls, in the bettering of metals. 

If lome Sulphur be added to the Sal AUrabtlis, it 
exalts the metals with a far more profitable gradua¬ 
tion,and brings more gain than that finglc operation, 
which is inilituted by the Sal AUrabtlis fimply and 
alone per fe. 

LXXIV. The manner of cenjoyning Gold contrary to its 
nature, -with any burning and Volattie Vegetable Sul¬ 
phur, and of amending the other Metals, all done by 
the help of my Sal Mirabilis. 

E very body full well knows that there is no affini¬ 
ty or familiarity betwixt burning Sulphur and 
Gold, which is a fixt Sulphur ; foradnuch as they are 
exceedingly inimicitious to each other, and yet this 
enmity may be at length changed into the greated 
amity. 

For ’tis ufual with all fitch as are wont to feparate 
molten Gold from Silver by precipitation, to ufe 
common Sulphur about that precipitation, which 
by its innate Antipathy thrufts out the Gold from 
the Silver ; the fame thing is likewife done in the 
moift way, when the fame Gold is precipitated out 


of At 7 . Regis or Spirit of Salt, by fulphureous Salts, 
fuch as are Crude Tar tar, Salt of Tartar, Spirit of 
Urine, and other Alkali Salts. 

Thefe are to fhew that Gold hateth and fhuns 
Sulphur worfe than anything, as being its Capital 
Enemy ; and yet thefe mod bitter enemies doth the 
Sal AUrabtlis eafily reconcile and convert this fo great 
an enmity into fweet friendfhip. This operation 
hiding in its Bowels great My denies defervedly, and 
by all right lies hidden to this ungratefull World, if 
thefe Myderies could be excepted which fell into 
the hands of mine enemies, in my Laboratory, un¬ 
wittingly to me, who without any regard had to 
the Writings given me by way of an Oath under 
their Hands, do now make merchandife of fuch fe- 
crets, and fo bafely abufcmy good Will. Although 
the manifold ufe of this great Treafure hath efcapcd 
them, upon this account it hath feemed good unto 
me to reveal uuto the whole World, rhofe things 
that fell within their reach, that fo it may be known 
to all, that fuch great fecrets proceeded from me 
onely, and not from others, nor from thofe mine 
enemies themfolves. 

Take one Quinta or fmall weight of Gold, more 
or lefs, reduce it into thin leaves or plares, and bow 
them in the fafhionof a Cilinder, and add thereunto 
fix, eight or ten parts of Sal AUrabtlis, which matters 
you mud melt in a Crucible with an accurate and 
drong fufion : When they flow, throw in fome 
pieces of Coals into the Salt and Gold as they are 
melting in the Pot, that the Sal Mirabilis may dif- 
folve the Gold and Coals in the melting, which 
ufually is done in half an hour or thereabouts. The 
matter being poured out will (hew you whether or 
no you have well operated for all the Gold, as like- 
wife th Q Sal Mirabilis and Coals will be dillo'ved 
and changed into a red Stone, that bites the Tongue 
as if it were Fire. 

This Fire and red Stone, is the go’den Carbuncle 
of the Ancients, for it fhines in the dark like a bur¬ 
ning Coal, and produceth fuch wonderlull effects in 
Medicine and in Alchymy, which we have no mind 
at prefent to reveal. For this Gold being thus con. 
joyned contrary to its nature with Sulphur and Salr, 
is by that means unlockt, opened and prepared; as 
that it may by an eafie bufinefs for labour j be made 
fpiritual, and that divers ways by divers Menjlruttms, 
either Acid or Urinous, and be diftilled over the 
Flelms, and the pure feparated from the impure. 

And albeit that I here make ufe of no Circum¬ 
locution and fpeak no plainer, yet have I fpoken 
enough to the Wife, and have (hewed them (uch a 
way to go in, as that whereby they may without 
labour, as’twere arrive to the moft happy and wifil¬ 
ed end, unlefs God for(bme fingular caufes prohibit it. 

But that I may not altrget’ner (hut the door of 
Art upon the Son's of Art, I will teach them the 
making of a moft excellent Medicine out ofthis Car¬ 
buncle. 

LXXV. The way of making a mofi excellent Medicine 

cut of the Carbuncle of Gold. 

YHI Carbuncle is to be beaten into Powder, 
and the beft Spirit of Wine is to be poured there¬ 
upon, which may extrad the Tindure. This tin¬ 
ged Liquour is to be poured off into another Glafs, 
and more fre(h Spirit is to be again poured upon the 
matter, that it may again extrad in the heat more 
Tindure 5 thefe Labours you muft repeat fo often 

till 







Part II. 


52 


The Second Century. 


till all the Tinfture is extradled, and the Spirit will 
be no more coloured. The Spirit being drawn oft 
by d.ftillations in a Bath leaves behind a molt red 
Tincture in the bottom, in the form of a Liquour 
named COS, for here are prefent, Colour, Odour, 
Savour or Taft ; the Colour and Odour from the 
Gold, and Sulphur; the Savour from the Salt 1 he 
remainder which is left after the Extraction of the 
Tin&ure is not to be thrown away as unprofitable, 
but to be Converted with new Sal Mirabilis, and 
Coals made of Vine wood into a red Stone, by Mi- 
on, and to be to. long extracted till all the Gold be 
converted with the vegetable Sulphur into a Me \- 
cine. For one onely labour (erves not to extraft 
the whole Gold by the Spirit of Wine; but tne olt 

repeated labours attain to the end propoied. 

Thus haft thou friendly Reader a Medicine of 
great moment and of great efficacy, in which the 
moft pure pans of the Gold and of the Vine are 
conjoyned, nor can they be other than a moft pro¬ 
fitable Medicament for men and metals. 


LXXVI. How by the help of this Medicament, there may 
be conferred on the Seeds of Vegetables, fuels an excel¬ 
lent faculty of growth, that they may be as it were 
feen grow, and may obtain a much nobler Nature, 
Colours, Savours, and Venues, than they are went to 
get out of the moft ft inking Dung. 

M IX with one part of fat Lome, Clay, or Earth 
done into Powder, four parts of Sand, that 
fo the fatnefs of the Earth may be fomewhatallayed. 
With this mixture fill a Pot, luch a one as the Gar¬ 
deners are wont to keep their Flowers in ; pour 
thereupon fome Rain-water wherein is mixt [or difi 
folvedj a little of that Medicament made of the 
Carbuncle, and plant or low in that Earth fome of 
thole Herbs which abide unhurt bv the Winters cold. 
Set the Pot with the implanted Herbs to the warm 
Air, but fo, as that no Rain come at it, for the 
Rain may vvalh away that medicinal nutriment. 
When the Earth becomes dry, you muft pour on 
more of the Medicine prepared of the Carbuncle, 
and that fo often as need requires. So will the Herbs 
begin to grow, which if they meet with no other 
nutriment befides the Rain-water, they cannot attract 
any other whereby their faculry ot growing may 
be promoted and encrealed. And for as much as 
the Golden medicament was adjoyned to the Rain¬ 
water, the Herbs muft ncceflarily draw it to them- 
felves together with the Water, and obtain other 
properties than if they grew from the ftinking Bealls 
f>ung. 

N. B. Under your Pot that contains your Herbs is 
to be put a Diffi made of good and firm Earth, or 
elfe of fome Metal, which may ferve ro catch the 
medicinal Water, that flows through the bottom of 
the upper Pot, or diftills thence, and having received 
it may not drink it up but conlerve it. Befides, it 
would not be amifs if fome of that medicinal Water 
were put in the under Platter, which might always 
keep the bottom of the upper Potmoift, and lo may 
fupply the Herbs with an unceflant nutriment It 
would be better alio, if the Pot it lelf were made of 
fome Metal and not of Earth, that fo it may not 
drinkin that precious Water, but rather conlerve it. 

LXXVI I. IHat is to be obferved in this Operation, that 
a good effect may proceedfrcmthence. 

I N the firft place, diligent heed is to be taken, 
that the Lome or Earth you take, partake not of 


any (alt faculty, nor hath any other corrofive Pro¬ 
perty, for many luch Earths there be which would 
hinder and fpoil the faculty of growing. 

Secondly, there muft regard be had to the moif- 
tening of the Earth, left the Seed be choked with 
too much humidity, or in defed of fufficient moif 
ture, dry up and wither. - 

Thirdly, there muft be obferved a meafurc of the 
Medicament it lelf, that neither too much, nor too 
little of the fame be commixt with the Rain-water. 
For an overmuch quantity thereof burns up the 
Seed, and a more fparing Portion cannot yield nu- 
trimenc enough to the Herbs. 

Farther, fome Musk or other things that emit a 
fragrant Odour may be therewith mixed, which 
addition is wont to get rothe Herbs a moft fragrant 
Odour. If fb be a man fears to apply the aforelaid 
precious Medicament to this Operation, becaufe of 
the Cofts of the lame, he may ule that Tindture 
which we taught a little afore, to prepare of Coles 
onely without Gold; and which indeed will perform 
all thole things, (as in reference to the growing fa¬ 
culty ) which that Golden medicament is wont to 
perform; this onely excepted, viz ,. that the Herbs 
will not partake of that golden Property which they 
obtain by that Golden medicament. 

The things we have here written and publilhed 
concerning the promoting the faculty of growth in 
golden Herbs, though they feem not of any greac 
moment, yet hide they under them myfteries of great 
moment, the which many Artifts will apprehend, 
and convert unto their Ule. 

LXXVIII. How any Wood or any Wood-coal may be fo 
prepared by the Sal Mirabilis, as to be capable of a 
long while refifting the Fire. 

D lfl'ove fome Sal Mirabilis in common Water, put 
fome Wood or Wood coal therein, let it lye in 
it for fome days, or lo long tiil it be well glutted 
with the Liquor and become ponderous. Then 
take it out and dry it very well at the fire, that all 
the moifture vanifhing away may leave the Sal Mi¬ 
rabilis in the Wood : Then put it in the faid Solution 
yet again, and take it out and again dry it, which 
labour will render the Wood fo much the folider by 
how much the oftener it ihall be repeated. By 
this means, all the Pores will be filled with the Salt 
and the Air wll be ffiut out, that it can penetrate it 
no more ; without which Air no Wood can ever take 
fire or burn. If now you put fuch Wood or fuch 
Coals with other Wood and Coals in the fire, thefe 
[un-imbibed Coals, &c. ] will be confumed by the 
Fire in a Ihort time and be reduced into Alhes, but 
thofe others will remain unroucht, and may be ta¬ 
ken out unhurt, though indeed even they too will 
be burnt if they lye over long in the Fire. This is 
certain concerning Coals, that thole that are made 
of more weighty Wood , and which abound with 
a greater Quantity of Salt, fuch as are the Oak, 
Beech, Juniper, Vines, and otherTrees whole Wood 
is ponderous dure far longer in the Fire than thole 
Coals do which are made of Firr, Pine, Alder, 
Willows, and fuch like lighter Trees, and which 
have a Idler Quantity of Salt, and this now I do 
not mention barely for fafhionsfake, but to this in¬ 
tent, that occalion may be given from this kind of 
knowledge of drawing fome profitable matter there¬ 
from ; as for Example. 
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i.XXIX How fitch kind of Woods which are always 
, 9 near the Fire , as that they are frill in danger of be- 
and thereby threaten damage may be con- 
■ it-v.d from firing. 


and fhewsthar either the Oil of Vitriol it (elf was nor 
good, or thar there was not enough tiled to the 
Operation. Thefe things we would not bury in 
filence, that fo we might well advife young beginners, 
and withdraw them from their Errours. 


D {(Voire (time Sal Mirabilis in Water, and with a 
Pencil linear over luch Wood which by reafon 
of itsnearnefsto the Fire is always in danger of being 
burnt When the Water is dryed up, moiften it 
again with tiio fame Water, and repeat this moiften- 
ing Id often, till it hath drunk in a fufficient Qtian- 
titv of the Sal Mirabilis, and become able to refill: 
the hear. By this means might men be often freed 
of many fears and cares, in fliips dawb'd with pitch 
and in other places, where by reafon of the too near- 
nels of dry Timber there is danger of firing. 

LXXX. How by the help ofi Sal Mirabilis any Wood may 
be conserved Jo, as for a long time to remain unhurt 
in the 11 'ater. 

. TTE that defires to prelerve Wood, that it may 
1J. not bedetrimented by the Water nor rot in a 
long time, may be-mailer of his wiffies, the follow¬ 
ing way. Dry your wood very well, and being dry 
moiften it wich ftrong Oil of Vitriol very exadtly, 

, and being nioiftencd fprinkle it with the Sal Mira¬ 
s'. bills beaten into Powder, that it may Hick well on 
to the Oil of the Vitriol. For the Oil of Vitriol 
doth in its penetrating of the wood carry in the 
Salt thereinto, and makes in the outfide thereof every 
where about a black Cruft, juft as if that wood had 
been burnt by the Fire. Now becaufe Coals refill 
putrefa£lion,it mull neceflarily follow that the wood 
being in that wile ordered mull remain a long time 
unhurt in the water. 

LXXXl. Ihe Vreparation of the Sal Mirabilis for this 
I Fork. 

HTHere arifeth no finall difference amongft the Salts 
themlelves from the different way ufed in making 
the Sal Mirabilis. 

If the Oil of Vitriol wherewithal this Sal Mira¬ 
bilis is prepared, be not by reafon of the fuperfluous 
humidity ftrong enough, any one may eafily con¬ 
jecture that a good Sal Mirabilis cannot be made 
: thereof, becaule the Kitchin Salt would receive 
therefrom but little alteration. To prevent this in 
: convenience thefore, you are to rake equal weights 
: of Salt and Oil, that fo one may be allured that the 
common Salt is well inverted, and made a good Sa{ 

’ Mirabilis. 

i 

LXXXlI. By what means trial may be made , if the 
Sal Mirabilis be iluely prepared , and bow it may be 
fitted for this and ether UJcs. 

I T S Colour ought to be white and tranfparent; 

its figure is in long Stria's or Chryftals ; its raft 
is like ice melting upon the Tongue and yields fome 
birterifhnels. Being dryed in the Fire and all the 
moifturegone off, it will loofe^rhree parts of its own 
Body, and retain a fourth Part onely ; being diffol- 
ved in Water it will recover rhole three Parts 
again. 

But on the contrary, if it fhoot into a fquare Fi¬ 
gure, and hath as yet a lalrifh raft, and being dryed 
lofetltbuc little of its weight; it is notworcharufh, 


LXXXlII. It may be queried ., t?fie t her the Sal Mirabi¬ 
lis fer ves for the itfe of Artificers and Craftsmen. 

F O R anfwer, ves. For this Sal Mirablis is noc 
onely able to perform things of great moment, 
and thole too, fuch as are not common ; both in 
Alchimy and in Medicine ; (a rehearfal of which, 
we fhall for brevities lake omit ) but wirhall it may¬ 
be ufed in other Arts and Handicrafts with greac 
admiration and profir; and this we cannot neither 
at this timedemonftrare becaufe of the but now men¬ 
tioned brevities lake. We wifi one’v fhew here, that 
even the pooreft Husbandman, might [if rlia\ knew 
its preparation ule it to notable advantage and 
profit. 

LXXXlV. How every Countreyman may encreafe any 
1 kind of Co rn or Seed with a thoufand fold encreafe, 
by the Sal Mirabilis if he can get it. 

W F. have aforetold you, that the Sal Mirabilis 
being fo, as it is per fe, is plainly unapt for 
the multiplication of the Vegetables, unlels that 
corrofive Faculty be taken therefrom by lime or other 
Alkali Salts, [the which mull be done] if you would 
expedt therefrom any good concerning this multipli¬ 
cation. Here now will I dilclofe a bulinefs of no 
fmall moment; yet not tochiscnd as if I would per- 
fwade the Countreymen, to get for the future, or 
afford to their Corn fo plentifull a faculty ot encrea- 
fing. No, no, I well know that they know not how 
to make the Sal Mirabilis , and if they did, yet would 
they not depart a Nails breadth from their Ancient: 
Cuftom. For Tis a common Proverb, Old Dogs 
are very difficultly tamed ; and this, the common 
Courlc of mens Lives doth clearly reach ; wherein 
you’l find, that a man hardly unlearns that in his 
old Age which he learned in his Youth; fo that an 
Old man doth very difficultly fuller himfelf to be 
withdrawn from thofe things whereto he hath been 
accuftomed when young. Neither is it my purpole 
lo to do, for as much a I inlert the things here 
mentioned by me, for this end onely, viz,, that the 
poflibility and wondcrous Properties of the Sal Mi- 
rabilis may be brought out of Darknefs unto Light, 
and may be made evident to the whole World. 

I would like wile be thus underftood as touching 
other Workmen, for whom thefe things are nor de¬ 
livered or treated of, that they (liould delift from 
their old Cuftom, and obey my admonitions arid 
inftrudtions; but for this end it is onely that I pub- 
liffi chele things, viz. that they every one may know 
that my Sal Mirabilis can be an helper to men of all 
ranks, and alio may bring even to the Craftsmen 
themlelves and to the pooreft Husbandmen, great 
fruit and benefit. 

Now when you hear it mentioned that lome 
Grain of Corn is augmenrable beyond the ufual 
Cuftom, by an unheard of multiplication, it muft of 
neceffity be, thar ir emit more than one, two, of 
three Stalks, for as much as fo few Stalks, cannot 
yield fo great an Encreafe. But now if one Grain 
is to put forth fo many Stalks, ir is wholly neceffary 
that it be done by fome certain fingular and ftrong 
P efficacy 
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efficacy of expulfion ; and that too, even prefently 
and at the beginning when the grain is at firlt Town 
in the earth. For whatloever is not here done even 
at the beginning, will never be done afterwards 
For all the ftalks that fpring forth after are Imall, 
and quite unfit to bring forth Corn. So then, fee¬ 
ing that many fialks^re to break out at one and the 
fame timeout of one grain, if an eminent multipli¬ 
cation is expelled to follow, then verily tis even 
neceflary that fonie help be adminiftred to that fame 
grain afore it be put in the earth, that fo it may p!en 
fifully grow and be fpeedy, in prefently fending 
forth' even at the very beginning, good ftore of 

flalks. . 

The Countreymen know not any thing fervingto 
fuch an operation but onely Dung ; but I do even 
now again fay as I have often done afore, that this 
effect of the ufualand common multiplication arifeth 
not from the Dung it felf, (as being but the outfide 
Husk) but from that fulphureous Salt that lies hid 
den in the Dung. Hence it is, that by how much 
the purer and better the Salt is lo much the fpeediei 
and more efficacious an operation arifeth therefrom. 
If then, that fuch a Salt can be made by Art, w hich 
performs the fame that Dung does, it altogether fol 
lows that we are able to do the fame without Dung, 
and that far better than by Dung, in which theSalt 
is fo much dilated, and which (by the benefit of 
Art) we contract into a narrow compafs. 

I hope the well minded Reader will not be dif- 
pleafed that I ufe lb many words here, about the 
flinking Dung of Animals, becaule I can’t indeed ufe 
in this place any other manner of fpeaking, feeing 
I intended the laying open of this thing, and there¬ 
fore am I even compelled to fpcak of the fame: Tor 
he that minds the publication of any thing, cannot 
do it, unlefs he fpeaks of the lame. And although 
that Dung may feem to feme finical Men a very 
contemptible thing, yet notwithllanding it is the 
onelv and principal Medium, by the help whereby 
our daily Bread and the neceflary fuftaining of our 
Bodies is had. But as for the ftinking Dung of Ani 
mals, l even remit it to the Dunghill, and return to 
my Sal Mirabilis. 

LXXXV. Whether or no a ib'onfand fold encreafe may 
be had of Corn by the Sal Mirabilis. 

M ELT one or two pounds of Sal Mirabilis in a 
Crucible, then throw in fomc Coals and 
diflolve them, and reduce them by Solution into 
a red and fiery Stone ; which matter being com¬ 
pounded by melting of them both, beat into Powder 
and pour thereupon common Spirit of Wine, that it 
may wax red by extrading out the Tindure. Pour 
this’ out into another Veffel, and pour on other Spirit 
upon the aforefaid matter. And this pouring on 
and canting off, is to be repeated lo often till all the 
rednefs is extraded. By this extraction you lhall 
get a fulphureous Salt, fit to Iteepor macerate Corn 
withall; becaule it agrees very well to the properties 
of that Salt which Hicks hidden in the Dung of Bealls: 
Now I ufe Spirit of Wine to the extradion for this 
caufe, for that it hallens the germination or budding 
of the Seeds even as well as the Salt doth, and en- 
richeth it with an emillion of many Stalks. But yet 
your Spirit of Wine muff not be over ftrong, for 
then it would hinder the faculty of growing, the 
which thing even the Salt will alio do if too great a 
quantity thereof be added to the weaker Spirit of 


Wine, becaufe it would by burning up the Seed, be 
an impediment to the faculty ot the Seeds growth. 
It is therefore neceflary that a good regard be had 
(in thofe operations! to a due meafure. For an 
overmuch accefs of any thing is wont to be no iels 
hurtfull than a defed or clearly wanting of the lame. 

This is the preparation of the Sal Mirabilis , ne¬ 
ceflary for the macerating of Corn, that lo it may 
produce many Stalks ; now follows the. true and ge- 
nuinc'ufe thereof in macerating of the lame. 

LXXXV I. The true ar.d right way of macerating Corn 
in the Sal Mirabilis. 

“THcre are feveral kinds of Corn, and of thefe va¬ 
rious and different lorts. Hence is it, that one 
Seed is longer a macerating than another is; and 
chat becaufe one becomes loft fooncr than doth ano¬ 
ther, or attracts humidities to it felf quicker than 
another, fo that regard is to be well had to the dif¬ 
ference thereof. Rye and Wheat are cncompafled 
with thin Skins, and therefore are thelboner mace¬ 
rated, Oats require a longer time, and fo doth Bar¬ 
ley which has a yet harder Husk than the Oats hath, 
and therefore requires a longer time for its macera¬ 
tion. But as touching thele tilings, every one may 
find them out by his own underftanding and often 
experience, becaufe it is impolfible to mention all 
things lo clearly and perlpicuoufly. But this is a 
general rule, your Corn is to be fo long left in fieep, 
untill you may cafily bite it a pieces, for you mult 
beware of foftning it too much, for then it would 
prefently putrifie, and by- that its putrefaction cor¬ 
rupt and fpoil all the growing faculty'. But experi¬ 
ence will inllrud you far more commodioufly and 
more perfedly herein, than a larger defeription 
can. 

LXXXVil. The true and right way offowing pur 
macerated Corn in the Earth. 

A NY one may eafily conjedure that if the Corn 
macerated by the aforegoing way, be fown in 
the Fields the ufual way and fo thick as the Flusband- 
men are wont to do, it will not fucceed becaule of 
the overmuch thronging and thieknefs by which the 
Corn wou'd hinder each other and fo choak them- 
felves. This incommodity therefore is to be preven¬ 
ted, and fuch macerated Grain to be thinly fown in 
the Fields that they may have room for the freenefs 
of Air, and fo may grow up and not fpoil eacho- 
tlier by a mutual fuffocation. 

Nay rather that the more accurate diligence may 
be had or tiled about this lowing, a Man may make 
him fome wooden inllrument, whereby together 
and at once many grains of Corn may be (own in 
the earth in good order and at a certain diltance ; 
concerning which labour l have purpofed to fpeak 
more at large in another place. For fo nograin will un- 
profitably perifh, and with one Sack of Corn may 
belbwn more Ground than fix, eight or ten Sacks 
are wont to do otherwife ; my too fhort time con- 
ftrains me to break off my dil'courfe concerning thefe 
things. , 

LXXXVIII By what means the Sal Mirabilis way 
bring proft to the Prefers of Vines. 

I F there could be a good quantity had of Sal Mira- 
bills, and that without great colls, ’tis without 

doubt 
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doubt hut die Vines might be made very fruitful! 
therewithal). 

Bar becaufe they arc ignorant of the preparation 
thcicof, who d refs Vines ; ’tisexpedient for them to 
acqjielce in their Beads Dung, or make life of that 
< ne!y tor the fattening and dunging of their Vines, 
uh.vh is made of common or Kitchin Salt by inver¬ 
ting and Alka'.izating it by Calx-vive. Unleis a man 
has Vines about his lloufe or in his Garden, and 
would make them fruitfuller than ordinary. For to 
make tryal thereof in great Vineyards would be too 
Coflly. 

But yet I will propound another way to the 
V ine droilers, by the help whereof they may get 
plenty of Wine every year. 1 have at large taught 
in my foregoing Writings, and thar by various de- 
lcriptions, by what means one may be Mailer of 
noble and ripe Wines every year, yea even in 
thole times, in which by realon of the coldnefsand 
unleafbnablenels of the Air, and the want of the 
Solar-beams, the Grapes cannot attain their due ma 
turity : and withall, how in thofe places where 
they feldoni or never grow ripe, [they may be ri- 
penedj bv concentration by the help of the Fire, 
or e.le by fermentation with tl.eir own vinous fpirit 
dilliked out ot the Lees, and added to the faid 
Wine ; [ having 1 lay already taught thisj there's no 
need oi repeating it again. Yet nevertheless if 
God lengthen mv life out lb long, I have purpofed 
to write a peculiar Book of the propagating and bet¬ 
tering ot Wines. 

But that I may ingratiate my felf with thofe who 
not much caring lor poor thin Wines, defire to 

I have fome noble Wine in their Cellars, 1 will here 
reveal a certain fecret which may not onely refrefh 
the body and fpirit of many thoulands of Men, high 
and low, rich and poor, throughout all Germany, 
yea and all Europe too ; but alio adminifter them no 
Imall profit. 

I have taught a little afore, how by the help of 
the Sal Mirabdis, and of the concentrated and cold 
Fire of Salts, a Man may make his Guefts different 

( Wines out clone Cu p, and therewithull refrefh them ; 
and 1 have likewife (hewed, that luch a bettering of 
.Wine may be e.veiciled in moft places, with notable 
profit. 

The truth of which thing, it hath feemed good 
unto me to demonitrate divers ways, for the lake 
of my Neighbour. 

1 have frequently laid open in my Writings fame 
excellent fecrets, and have withall made a dilcovery 
of the moft great benefit which one may thereby 7 re¬ 
ceive. 

But becaufe I have not pointed out with my Fin¬ 
gers where and whence fuch notable profit is to be 
gotten, the moft part could not apprehend or find 
the fame, and have therefore rejected the thing it 
felfbeing it was not lo perfpicuoufly and clearly 
laid open, as unprofitable and worth nothing. And 
now lealr it thus happen to this fecret, if I fhould 
not (hew and point as it were with my Fingers, the 
benefit thereof, and if therefore fuch fecrets lying in 
the datk fhould not come forth to the profit and ufc 
of mankind, v which would be a grievous thing and 
to be lamented, if it fhould not,! it hath feemed 
good unto me to manifelt the utilities of the feme. 
LXXX1X. By what means notable profit may be gotten 
by my Water-attraHing Magnet. 

F Irft of all, it is no filial! benefit when the over¬ 
much Water is taken away from the poorer fort 




ot Wines, with which Germany doth every where 
almoft abound, and the Wines made nobler, ftrong- 
er, more efficacious, and more durable, and do 
get a far more acceptable favour. 

For the unripe and watery Wines are not of any 
long lafting,but do ina while lofe all their favour and 
all their ftrength, and become mouldy, and corrupt 
with lying, and ’tis not feldom that they grow te¬ 
nacious, or ropy, thick and muddy, reddifh and 
filthy : all which incommodities doth'my Magnet 
cure in the fpace of one onely hour, by 7 the drawing 
away the overmuch watcrifhnels. 

XC. The fiecond benefit. 

I F the plentifull Vintage or large encreafe of the 
Wine fhould be more than you have Barrels to 
fill, nothing can be more acceptable than that the 
Wine may be concentrated by the Magnet, (which 
draws to it felf the Water and turns it into Ice) by 
extracting the overmuchnefs of the Water, that fa 
by this means the more contracted Wines may be 
laid up the more commodioufly, and may if not 
very good, be rcudred better. 

XCI. The third benefit, and which is moft acceptable to 
all Mafiers efi Families. 

TF fa be that the Mafter of the Houfe had a whole 
Cellar full of Wine, and every Vefl'el filled with 
the like or felf fame noble Wine, without any dif¬ 
ference ; then verily the Mafter and Servant would 
be of equal degree, nor fhould the Mafter have any 
prerogative above the Servant. But now ufing the 
help of the faid Magnet, he may have his Wines 
bettered as he pleafeth, and have divers Wines in 
his Cellar, as we taught a little above ; if, viz,, he 
fhall draw from it the unprofitable watery part. 

% 0 

XCII. Another way of getting profit by the Magnet's 
drawing the Water cut ofi Wines s 

THE Anatomizing and examen of VVinedifcovers, 
that in twelve meafurcs thereof, there is about 
one of more noble fpirit, and almoft one meafure of 
Tartar. The refidue arc nought elfe but an infipid 
water altogether -like to common water. Now 
when the Wines are to be rranfported out of the 
Countries whereinthey grow, into moreremote places, 
whattieed is there ofcarrying the water with it fa long 
ajourney? would it not be better to feparate fame part 
thereoffrom the Wine, and fa tranfport the V Vine, and 
let the water alone, and thereby ftiun a great deal of 
charges disburft for the carriage of water into fuch pla¬ 
ces as have enough already ? would there not re¬ 
dound a great benefit hereby 7 , both to the Buyers 
and Sellers of Wines I yea verily, I believe that 
there will not onely redound unto them a great 
conveniency, but withall a great deal of Treafure. 

XCIII. There's yet another way ofi getting notable profit 
by the fiaid Magnet, viz. if the ill tajt and fietidnefis 
be taken away firom the Brandy ,• nfiually made ofi Corn. 

Tllere is fame mention made in what went afore 
concerning this amending ; but ‘tis not done fa 
clearly and manifeftly. 1 will therefore open it 
more clearly and more perfpicuoufly in this place. 

Mix one part of your Brandy mads of Corn, with 
two parts of common water poured thereunto, chat 

the 
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the flench and ungratefuil favour may dirt'ufe it felf 
into the added water. Having fo done, you muft 
again free this Brandy thus tempered with water 
bv putting your Magnet thereinto, and fo will you 
draw therefrom all the ftinkingnefs, and ’tis juft as 
if you had wafhed that Wine, and rinfed off all its 
filth. 

XCIV. The benefit pnrehafed by feparatmg the Water 
from VmegfSr. 

TF you would have benefit by this liquor, the fame 
X may be done by the fame reafon ; in thofe. places 
out of which it is tranfported into other Countries; 
if, viz., the unprofitable water be removed after the 
'fa’me manner as we taught to be feparated from the 
Wine. 

XCV. By ivhat means good Wine and Vinegar may be 
every year prepared by the help of this fame Magnet , 
in thofe Countries m which the Grapes do not ripen. 

A Lthough that in all the Coafts feituated upon 
ihe Rhine, as in Rhingovia , Moguntia , iVorma- 
tia , Algent or an , in Atfatia , the Palatinate, Franco¬ 
nia, Anfiria, and the Dukedom of Wurtenberg, (in 
which places, the Wines do for the moft part ar¬ 
rive to their perfeftion every year ) this Art be not 
fo very necefiary; yet neverthelefs Saxonia, Mifnia, 
’Thuringia, Suevta, and Bavaria do ftand in need 
thereof; in which Countries the Wine doth for the 
moft part remain acid, unlefs the Summer hath by 
a fingular chance hapned to be very hot. For in 
thefe places it is no lefs profitable than pleafant to 
drink a fweeter and nobler Wine inftead of the 
more acid Wine, if fo be one could get it by the help 
of the (aid Art. Befides, this fame Art yields no 
fmall profit and benefit in thofe Countties, in which 
though the Wins is ( as we faid but now ) wont to 
be noble. For it may happen that fome unfeafona- 
ble Weather may hinder the ripening of the Grapes, 
and that the Vineyards wanting the due heat of the 
Sun cannot arrive unto maturity. For oftentimes in 
one and rhe fame Countrey, there are divers Wines 
produced, fo that one fort exceeds another in nobi¬ 
lity and goodnefs. Thofe therefore that are good 
and generous need not the help of this Art, but 
contrarily the fmaller and lefs noble Wines want it. 
Hence I conclude that in all the Countries of the 
World, wherefbever Wines are made, this Art may 
be ferviceable and profitable to any -one. 

XCVI. How in tho r e cold Countries ; as in Poland, 
Denmark, Suedeland, Norway, &c. Which by 
reafon of the Coldr.cfs of the Air admit not of making 
Wine, there may neverthele fs good Wine and Vinegar 
conduct vc to the health of Alan be made. 

the Cold may (6 hinder as that Vines 
Js_ will not grow, nor Vineyards be, yet notwith- 
ftanding thofe places fo obnoxious to the Cold, have 
plentv of Apples, Pears, and fuch lil.e Tree fruits , 
whofe Juice being preffed out, and fermented, and 
after the Fermentation, freed of the greateft part 
of the unprofitable water, will give a better and 
more durable Drink, than that which is made the 
ufiial way of Apples and Pears. For this drink 
cannot laft long becaufe of the muchnefs of the hu 
nfidity, but becomes ropy, acid and muddy, and fo 
corrupts. 


So likewife may thofe Countries that abound with 
Corn be rendered partakers of in* ft excellent and 
wine-like Drink, which may be ufed and drunk in¬ 
ftead of Wine, to the great benefit and advance¬ 
ment of the health of the Body; and it is to be thus 
done. 

Firft of all, let very good Wheat be made to ger¬ 
minate [or fprout] by ftewing in feme gentle heat; 

[ as in making of Mau’.t 1 then after the fprouting 
let it be put in fome warm Furnace, or in great 
Coppers, and ftirred about with fome wooden rhing 
without ceafing till it be dryed. In this Operation 
you inuft have an eipecial care, that the Corn 
jfmatch not of the Fire, which is then brought by 
drying to a fufficient hardnefs, when it is not loft in 
biting it with your Teeth, but leaps as twere in 
pieces; this is a fign that you have done your work 
well. Having prepared it thus, let it be broken 
[ or ground ] and boiled after the manner of other 
Ale, without Hops; and then after it has fermented 
let it be freed from its fuperfluous moifture by our 
Magnet. So will you have remaining a fweet Drink 
not much unlike to Wine; which Liquor if you 
would yet have more near in its likenefs to Wine, 
you muff put in for every Tun or every Burt about 
a pound of Tartar in the Fermentation, that fo it 
may ferment together with the Corn, and may give 
unto this Drink a winy Taft. 

After the lame manner may excellent Methcglin 
be made of Honey and Sugar, or fuch a kind of 
Drink as but little differs from the Savour of Wine. 
An Art, verily , moft profitable in thofe places 
which have no Wine, but have thatdefetfl fupplied 
by the great Quantity of Honey and Sugar. The 
manner of making fuch a kind of Drink is this. 

Let there be added to the Honey 16 much water 
as is futficient, for their boiling together in a Cop¬ 
per, and let them being boiled be diligently (hum¬ 
med fo long till the Honey becomes thick again, and 
gets a duskifh or a reddifh Colour, which is a fign, 
that the lels fweet, and lefs honied Savour is re¬ 
moved away, by the boiling 
To this Honey reduced to the faid thicknefs, let 
be again added as much water as is fufficient, that 
they may be boiled together, and being boiled put 
up in Barrels. Wbilft it is yet warm feme A'e yeft 
muft be added, which being fermented, renders this 
Liquor 16 fweet t hat it is but lirtle inferiour to Wine; 
moreover it will conic nearer to rhe Taft ot Wine, 
if a due part of difiblved Tartar fliall be added 
thereunto in the Fermenration, that fe being fer¬ 
mented together herewith, it may acquire to it felf 
a winy Tall. 

N. B. But here good heed muft be had, that in 
the laft Solution there be not taken too iitt'e warer, 
but rather more than is wont to be taken in the 
making of common Mede. The reafon is this; be¬ 
caufe the Honey gets not it? due Fermentation, but 
retains its ulual and a kind of nauceous Sweemefs, 
and cannot be made partaker of a winy Savour. 

But now, water enough being added, promotes 
the Fermentation, and caufeth rhar it gets its Purity 
and Clarity much feoner, and is ot an excellent 
fweet Savour. Alter that this Methcglin hath gotten 
the requifite Clarity, the (upertiuous water is to be 
abftradted tliencefrom by your Magnet, which 
warer being removed , the remaining ungrate¬ 
full Savour of the Honey going away together with 
the water, vanilheth, and this Wine of the Honey, 
gets its ftrong Spirits from the Honey, and has a 
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u-inv Savour from rlie Tartar. If any one be fo 
minded, lie may add to the Honey in the firft boil- 
in<», fome Spices, or which is better, may hang them 
in a little Bag in at the Bung, that fo they may be 
fermented with the Metheglin, and give it a fweet 
Savour. The Spices are thefe that follow : Carda¬ 
moms one, Coriander two, Orris Roots three parts; 
the which will give the Metheglin a fineTaft. The 
Flowers of Elder make it tad juft like Wine made 
of the Apian or Mufcadel Grapes. Cinamon and 
Cloves alfo do give it a delicate Sweetnefs. But 
every one may ule fuch Spices as he thinks beft, ac¬ 
cording as he fancieth this or that Taft. Of fuch 
Metheglin is made moft excellent Vinegar, which 
farce is inferiour to wine Vinegar though of the very 
bell Sort. 

XCVII Whether or no, there be any other benefit , which 
cur Alagnet can befit o', v. 

H E that fhall onely diligently enquire by trials 
made, will without doubt, find, that fuch a 
Magnet as attracleth water, can be profitable many 
ways; which to treat largely of here, the time wil. 
not permit. For becaufe that this Magnet draws 
aut of all Liquors, their fuperHuous water, it doth 
certainly bring much Benefit, and manifold Fruits, 
rery many of which, we would here dclare it 
aecd required. Bur the time admits not of any Ion 
ger dwelling about thefe things. But yet, however, 

I will reveal an Art for the Poor’s lake i who have 
no Wine growing, nor any money to buy it, and 
ire therefore enforced ( but efpccially in the winter 
Seafon ) to drink cold water after their hard La 
hours; ) by the help of which (aid Art they may 
have good Wine to drink all the year both in the 
summer and Winter months; I mean in thole places 
n which there s plenty of Wine made, and is in the 
Autumn Seafon fqueezed out with wine Prefles. 

In all thofe places in which ftore of Grapes are 
oreft out with Prelles, there is great ftore of the 
ausks, the which is partly kept for the Beafts to nou 
;ifh them in the VVinter, and partly thrown away 
is unprofitable, efpeciully in thofe Seafons which 
ifFord a great Quantity of Wine. But if Co be that 
he Wine Harveft be fomewhat poor and not fo 
plentifull, then they pour waterupon all the husksor 
sn fome part of them, and leave it fo for fonu- 
iays, and again prefs them ; and thereby is made a 
Drink that has fome kind of wine-like Savour which 
s given to the Servants,and other Labourers to drink 
tiftead of bare water. 

But now in fuch Years wherein they are thorough 
y bufied in curing or making much Wine, they have 
aot the time to bellow about making that Drink then. 
N?y fometimes they have fuch a deal of Wine that 
:hey have nor Cask to pur it in, but are compelled to 
jive away their finaller Wines to others, aud fluff 
their Cellars with the more noble. 

If therefore the poorer fort would have now and 
then a good Draught of Wine, they mull get them 
fome large Vellels which they muft fill with the Of¬ 
fal of the Grapes, and with water poured thereupon, 
ind leave them thus, fo long untill the rich People 

R bave done with their wine Prefles and flowed their 
Wines in their Cellars. Then may they alfo prefs 
out their fecond Wines in the rich mens wine 
Prefles, and by the oft-fpoken of Magnet feparate 
the unprofitable water therefrom, and folayup their 
Wine,the which will laft and abide good and durable 


all the Year about, which it will not otherwife do. 
For fuch kind of fecond Wines dure only ( for the 
moft part) but the Winter and Spring, and parr of 
the Summer, and the utnioft time they remain any 
thing good is but till the Month of July, afterwards 
they grow ropy or mufty. But now' the unprofi¬ 
table part of the water ^being feparared, they get a 
fhorter or longer durability according to the more-' 
nefs or lefnefs of their Concentration. Tins advice 
and fccret was I willing to bellow upon the poor 
that they may alfo drink good Wine 

But they may demanJ where thould we get us 
fuch a Magnet, by the uling of which we might make 
our fecond Wines good l I anfwcr, they ma\ bor¬ 
row it of the Rich men who have Vineyards, for fo 
long ; and when they have done with it mayreftore 
it them again ; for it is fo halting that it never loferh 
any thing of its Body nor of its Virtue, but a,ways 
remains good. The rich men therefore will buy it 
of the Chymifts, the preparation whereof is clearly 
and perfpicuoufiy delivered in my firft Century. If 
now this be done ( which I doubt not of ) the Chy-' 
mift by preparing, and the Merchant by ufing of 
the fame will reap no fmall Benefit: and profit And 
queftionlcfs,there will be found lome men that are ftu- 
dious of new things,who will make trial'of this Con¬ 
centration of Wines in fmall experiments; that forhey 
may fifh out the poflibility of the thing. But I know 
not whether they will exercife this Operation in a 
greater Quantity or no. For its neither here nor there 
to me whether they will exercife this Art or let it alone/ 
For this is the natural difpolition of moll men, they 
would very willingly get ftore of gain, provided ft 
could be done without great'labour and much trou- * 
ble. From hence it is certain, that this Art of Con¬ 
centrating Wines by cold Fires will not be fo foon 
common, efpecially becaufe I have not here delive¬ 
red how fuch a Magnet may be made in great Quan¬ 
tity, and applied to ufe. 

But yet I think I have fufficiently done £ or hin¬ 
ted at] thofe things I have revealed ' Let others 
draw out of their own ftore too, if they have any 
thing. More things f could not reveal, for many- 
weighty caufes which I count it necdlefs to mention 
here. Very many men will commit many Errours, 
e’re they attain the right Scope. Verily it would be 
much better if there were a greater Number of fuch 
Perfons as readily underftood this Art; efpecially in 
thofe places of Germany in which the Wines are fo 
acid, that it will make ones Eyes run with water if 
a bigger Draught than ordinary be drunk to quench 
rhirlt. And therefore in thofe places Ale is in the 
moft efteem, and indeed it is no contemptible drink,- 
if good, but yet it is not at all comparable to the 
noble Wine, concerning which noble Liquor thefe 
Verfes may rightly be pronounced. 

With what a lovely gift are all things blefi 
By til noble Wine from tender Vines exprefi, 

To_fickmens pains it doth an eafiement brin<r, 

It joys the Countrey Peafant, makes him fing . 

And you jhall fee that that man whom to day ,- 
By means of Wine lies tumbling in the way, > 

Will on the Morrow have his t'other'lay. ■ * 

There are many Songs in the praile of Wine, but’’ 
Ale is not celebrated with any ditty, though it be 
never fo good. Upon this - account therefore the no--’ 
ble Juice of Wine is not undefervedly preferred be¬ 
fore all the reft, provided it has its due generoufnefk' 
and excellinggoodnefs But if it be-'not good,- ’tis 
wholly.expedient to help it, left by keeping its Sou-'- 
Q* rifhnefs 
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rifhnefs and waterilhnefs it perifh. But filthy cove- 
toufnefs bears too great a fway upon mortals, info- 
much that there are too many to be found that 
would rather pour water to their Wineand fpoilit, 
than better it by abftratling of the water. 

I have often heard the complaints of Vineyard 
Matters in thole Sealbns, in which they have had 
whole Cellars full of fmall and poor Wines, which 
have not arrived to ib much ripenefs as to be able to 
be fold and tranfported into other Countries. Hence 
comes it to pafs, that if they lie along while and be 
not drunk up, they degenerate more and more, and 
become exceeding poor, and at length corrupt by 
lying and fo perilh for altogether ; unlefs it happens 
by chance that fome years of a more happy Vintage 
do fucceed, with which more noble Wines they may 
mix their fmall ones, and fo fell them off, but yet 
with a poor profit, becaufe the Merchants are not 
wont to buy midling Wines, but the very beft of all 
But they may have noble Wine every year by that 
means that I have (hewn. For if one eighth part 
of water were extracted from the Wine, it might 
have the name of good Wine. But now if a fourth 
part of that water Ihould be taken away thence- 
from it would become far more excellent, for a little 
water is able to make a moft noble Wine fmaller and 
more bale, a tryal whereof you may make as fol¬ 
lows. 

A Hoglhead of rich Wine, containing fome fix 
Renilh Qmds or Aulms, cofts an hundred imperials; 
yea [fometimes] more, an hundred Duckets; Now 
if you take thencefrom one eighth part of the mea- 
fure, and put in the room thereof one eighth part 
of water, you will find by the tail, that its goodnefs 
is fo much diminilhed, that that Veffel will be fierce¬ 
ly valued at fifty imperials. Eut if a quarter part 
be taken away, and fo much water put in its room, 
any one may eafily conjecture that fuch a Veffel fil¬ 
led with fuch Wine will be hardly judged worth 
twenty imperials. 

So then by. this way that I have told, any Wine 
might be brought to fuch a noblenefs by taking a- 
way one fourth partonely of its water, that a Veffel 
which afore would have yielded but twelve imperi¬ 
als, will afterwards yield three times the price. 

By all this that hath been fpoken may any one 
eafily conclude the truth of the true Alchymy, and 
what incredible benefits may be reaped thencefrom. 
From this ground 1 fay, that that delicate fup of 
Wine which I have here taught the preparation of 
will fo inflame many, even of the enemies of Alchy¬ 
my, that they will for the future put their hands to 
the Coals, and try to get thereby fuch a delicate 
Magnet, and to have it by them. 

This Magnet will alfo help not a few Alchymifis 
themfelves that are in ftraights and want, and afford 
them a good Cup of Wine; whole Vineyards,Houfe, 
and all their fobftance, the fmoak and hot fire hath 
already driven upthe Chimny, and [in lieu thereof] 
this cold fire will recover them again with no con¬ 
temptible increafe. For this Leap-year 1660 is the 
firft year fince the World’s Creation, in which the 
miterable Coal-blowers may arrive to a way of get¬ 
ting their Bread, if they will but llretch out their 
hands. And that I may be here well underftood, I 
don’t onely mind the concentration of Wine, for 
there are other moft profitable ufes to be found out 
of thefe cold fires ; which time will manifeft. 

It feems good unto me to add by way of an over¬ 
plus (becaufe I have taught the making of a Cup of 
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good Wine, and there is a great familiarity ’twixe 
Wine and Corn,) the fhowing away how one may 
get a moft delicate fort of Bread and of an excellent 
favour, that fo he may be furnifhed with the choi- 
ceft of Food and Drink. 

Let fome part of the water be extracted by the 
cold Magnet out of new Milk, that it may be made 
better than the common Milk. This would be a 
moft excellent nutriment for the fuftaining of Infants, 
whofe Mothers die too foon. For every Infant can¬ 
not bear raw Cows Milk ; and if the fuperfluity of 
the Water be removed by boiling, the Milk [not 
brooking much boiling] doth eafily tatt of the fire, 
which would not be if it were freed of its water by 
the oft mentioned Magnet, for it would remain 
fweet, and be of an excellent Taft. With this fat 
Milk, moiften your Wheat Meal, (which mutt be of 
the beft) in the flead of water ; and let the Bread 
be baked, and without doubt the Bread will be of 
an excellent Tatt, which could not be by the com¬ 
mon baking, although that Butter were added 
thereunto. One may feed upon this Bread alone, 
without Cheefe and Butter, becaufe the Cheefeand 
the Butter are with the Milk in which they lie hid¬ 
den, added unto the Bread. Such Bread is ftrong 
nourifhment and far better for filling and nourittiing 
than the common ; and in eating thereof one may 
eafily commit excefs, becaufe it notably pleafeth the 
Pallat by the fwcetnefs of its taft. For fo it happen¬ 
ed on a time to me, for eating fuch Bread as was 
made up with fat Sheeps Milk I exceeded a mediocri¬ 
ty in my eating. But verily this is wont to happen 
to fuch asm their eating and drinking, abute the de¬ 
licate Meats and Drinks, and fo fall into the hands 
of the Phyficians, becaufe indeed the moll Difeafes 
do arife from coo much fulnefs and forfeiting. And 
therefore good reafon is it that a moft fpecial regard 
be had to a mediocrity and temperance in all things. 

XCVIII. How the Water a*.trading Magnet may be 
fer vice able to Yhyfcians. 

I N my opinion a Phyfician may very well examine 
the Urine of the Sick, and Anotamize the fame, 
and that more eafily than by an external bare afpedt 
or looking-on onely, if.viz,. hefeparate and take away 
therefrom a parr of the water by the Magnet. For 
by this means he will difeern a great difference be¬ 
twixt the one and the other part, and know the cau- 
fes and properties of Difeafes ; and that far better 
and more certainly than by a bareoutfide view, af¬ 
ter the Gallenical fafhion, or by the weight, and 
by Diftillation according to the cuftom of Yaracelfus 
and Tttrnheifer ; But I leave it to every ones plea- 
fore to enquire which of thefe three ways is to be 
preferred. 

And now follows by way ofCorrolary or Surplu- 
fage, a defeription of certain mod excellent Medi¬ 
cines to be adminiftred, for the curing of moft grei- 
vous Difeafes both in Men and Beafts. 

XCIX. "The Cure of the Stone in the Reins and. Bladder , 
and likewife of the Gout. 

T HE Stone of the Reins and Bladder, and the 
Gout,are judged to be the moft greivous Difea¬ 
fes, and in very deed they are moft grievous Sick- 
neffes, but efpecially the Gout, which being various 
and manifold afthtts the Body of Man with moft 
grievous Pains. Now for the cure and removal of 
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thele Difeafes, 1 will prefcribe a certain andfafeMe- 
tiicamen:, eafily preparable, and of fmall charge. 

Take one or two pounds of white Tartar, and 
pour upon every pound beaten into Powder about 
lome eight or ten pound of common water, which 
let over the Coals in a well glazed earthen Pot, and 
boil it lo long, till all the Tartar fhall be diflfolved by 
the water, which you may try if done or no with a 
clean wooden Spoon, putting it to the bottom and 
feeing if there be any leftundillblved. In the boiling 
you muft very diligently take off the Scum with a 
wooden Scummer, that lo there may remain no im¬ 
purity. After that all the Tartar is dillolved and 
that there appears no more Scum, evaporate the 
water fo long till a thin skin appears at the top. 
Then take off the Pot from the Coals, and let it in 
fome cold place, and leave it there unftirred for a 
day, and there will ftick on to the Tides of the Pot, 
delicate Cryftals like a Dye, having a Cubical form 
T.'iracclfus calls this mundified Tartar Ladas , and 
thar very properly, and without doubt he did lo, 
becaule it gets (after its purification the fiiape of 
the fquare Dice. Out of this pure and Cube-like 
Tartar is prepared an univcrfal Medicine agamft all 
tartarous Difeafes, as follows. 

If you have one pound of this pure and Cubical 
Tartar, reduce one pound of Crude Tartar into a 
white Salt by Calcination ; the which you are to 
diiToive with lo much common water as is necelfary 
to its dilfolucion; filter the dilTolved Salt through 
Cap-Paper, that you may have your fharp Lixivi¬ 
um freed of all its Fxccs. Pour this Lixivium into 
the glazed Pot wherein your pound of the laid pu¬ 
rified Tartar is, and boil it accurately therewithal!; 
in which boiling the Tartar will be eafily dilTolved 
by the Lixivium , and be turned with the lame into 
a ruddifh coloured juice ; though that your Lixivi¬ 
um and Tartar had each of them a white and clear 
colour. The realon is this, becaule the Tartar is as 
yet defiled with many hidden and black Faeces, and 
doth at length after its folution with the Lixivium 
render them vifible and manifeft. Pals this muddilh 
folution through a filter, and it will be a yellow 
liquor, and leave many Faeces in the Philter, good 
for nothing but to be thrown away, for they are'of 
no virtue more. Verily ’tis a thing worth the admi¬ 
ring, that there (hould yet be lo many Faeces left in 
lb well purified a Tartar. This liquor being thus 
prepared is very profitable for the taking a\Vay and 
curing of all kinds of Tartarous Dileales, by being 
daily ufed, or however, it doth at leaft ftrongly 
tame their violence, but you mull firft purge the 
Body by Antimonial Medicaments, one of which 
we will prelently Ihew you. 

N. B. This Medicament will be yet far more no¬ 
ble, if all the humidity be vapoured away and the 
reddilh Salt that is left be dilTolved in good fpirit of 
Wine and filtered, and the faid fpirit of Wine be 
again leparated therefrom by a gentle Diftillation. 
For lo by this lecond folution, there will be levered 
yet more Fa?ces and the Salt it felf will get a yet 
greater purity. 

This Salt may be lafely ufed as a moft precious 
Treafure againft all the abovelaid tartareous Difea¬ 
fes ; For it expells Urine, and drives out all the im¬ 
purities out of the Reins and Bladder, and hinders 
the gathering together, and generation of Sand or 
Stones in thole Members. 

But if there be already Stones generated, and 
that they be not too hard, ic confumes them by little 
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and little, and carrys them off; provided that \rv 
timonial purges be (as we laid but now; afore ufed 
to purge the Body with. 

I have in thefe few words taught thee how the 
Ladas, that is, the Dye like figured Tartar is changed 
by itsown proper liquor Alkahell, or its own Alka- 
lizate Salt into a Medicine refilling all Tartareous'" 
Difeafes. The Dofe thereof is a Scruple in Wine* 
Ale, or other Vehicles, oftentimes ^-very dav, or 
twice at the leaft, vis. Morning and Evening, for 
fuchasare fifteen or twenty years old and upwards, 
and they muft fall after the taking of the medica¬ 
ment, for feme due time. 

Such as are younger, fromthreo* four, to ten, or 
twelve may rake at onetime, three, four, fix, eight, 
or ten grains, according as they are older or youn¬ 
ger. 

This fe excellent a medicament have I deferibed 
for the benefit of mankind, nor is there as far as I 
know, a better, though it Teems to arife of fo vile 
a Parentage, and be lb mean. Suffer not thy felf to 
be affrighted by any one, but ulc the lame boldly, 
whenlbever necellity requires; and firmly believe 
me that thou wilt not find a better, Ido not deceive 
thee; and the truth hereof will be demonftrated by 
its ufe. 

This is a quick and wonderfull purification of Tar¬ 
tar, and a changing it into a Tweet Salt, which is 
neither Tweet nor four, but a midling raft ’twixt both, 
and it gets a middle nature, from the Acid and 
the Alkalizare Tartar. Now follows the Antimonial 
Purge. 

C. An univerfal Antimonial Purge to be ufed in ad 

grievous Difeafes , with, a very happy fuccefs. 

T AKE of Crude Antimony, Tartar, and Niter, 
of each alike, Powder them each apart, com¬ 
mix the Powders, being mixt, put them in a melting 
Pot or Crucible, and kindle them with a live Coal, 
that by this kindling they may flame up, and gointo 
a ruddifh kind of coloured mafs. Your Pot being 
yet hot let it into your Wind Furnace, and melt it, 
that all your matter may flow in the Crucible like 
water, then pour it out into your Cbne, and being 
cold take it out, and feparate the Regains therefrom, 
and lay it by for other ufes, becaufe ’tis not fervice- 
able for the operation here minded. Now out of 
one pound of Antimony, you’l have eight Lots, or 
four ounces of Regains, fb that of your one pound 
you will get a Regains of four ounces or the fourth 
part of the pound. The Scoria' s which will be of 
a reddifh colour and of a fiery taft upon the Tongue 
muft be again melted in the fame Pot they were 
melted in, if it be whole, or in feme new Pot, and 
when they flow, put a live Coal into the Pot. The 
Salt peter will feize upon the Coal, and being occu¬ 
pied about corroding the fame, will let fall the re¬ 
mainder of the Regains it as yet held up. Then the 
matters being poured out into your Cone, and cool, 
ftrike off the Regains at the bottom with the ftroke 
of an hammer, and beat the Scoria's which will be 
of a red colour and fiery taft, into Powder, and be¬ 
ing thus poudered let the Salts be extraded ~or difi 
folved] in the heat with common fair water ; the 
which holding in them the moft pure Sulphur of 
Antimony do turn the water into a red Lixivium 
in which is hidden the Medicine that we feck after; 
and is to be gotten thence by the following way. 
For after that the Sulphur is dilTolved, bv diflolving 
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•all that will be feparated by the Salts or Lyc, the 
Reliques or Remainder are good for nothing. 

Having fo done, dilfolve white and purified Tar¬ 
tar in fair water, in fome glazed Pot, and thou fhalt 
have an acid Solution ; being thus hot as it is ( tor 
when ’tis cold the Tartar will again fhoot in it ) 
•pour it by little and little into the Antimonial Lixi'vi- 
ufti, and it will debilitate the fame, lb that the Su.- 
phur of the Antimony will fall down to the bottom 
in the form of a yellr.wilh or reddilh Powder When 
all the Sulphur is fetled, feparate the clear Water of 
die Salt, from the Sulphur, by canting it off; then 
pour on fome warm Water and walh it fo often till 
all the Salt be gone off. Then philter it, that all 
the Water may be feparated and the Powder 
day in the Philter, which you lhall put upon 
new and dry Cap-paper thereby to remove all the 
ivaterinefs, and then dry it in the heat of the Sun. 
This is that Univeifal purging Medicament which 
drivesout all malignant humours by alltheEmunc- 
tories *viz». by Vomit, Stool, Sweat, Uiine, and 
Spittle, out of the whole Body; and that very fafely 
if warily adminiftred, and the Dole thereof not too 
much encrealed; in which cafe even the Ga.cnical 
medicines themfelves do hurt, if their due Dole be 
exceeded Hereupon it is better that there be ufed at 
the beginning rather a letter Dofe than too much,that 
fo no errour may be committed, and a fafe trial may 
be made, how much the ftrength of the Patient will 
bear or hot bear. And albeit that the Dofe of this 
.medicament fhould be given in fo fmall a Quantity 
as not to work, or have any vifible Operation at 
all, yet neverthelefs it well performs its Office, and 
drives out the Diftempers, but yet more (lowly than 
when "tis adminiftred in 5 due Dofe, luch as may 
give about one, two, or three Stools. And to fuch 
as are ftrong and youthfull Perfons, the Dofe may 
be given in fuch a Quantity as to caufe Vomit, in 
fuch I fay as can brook vomiting. The ufual Dofe 
for thofe that are above fifteen Years of Age is, one, 
two, three, four, or five Grains, according as they 
are older or younger. To Infants and luch as are 
( a. little elder an eighth parr, a quarter, or half a 
Grain even to an whole Grain, may be adminiftred, 
with regard had to the Age and the Difeafe. This 
medicine is of good ufe in all kinds of Difeafes, and 
in all kinds of Men, [ and Women ] fave onely 
Women with Child ; and to them you mult admi- 
nifter either none at all, or at leal! wife fb little as to 
be lure it provokes not to any inclination of vomit¬ 
ing. And the like is to be obferved by fuch Perfons 
who are fo weak, as that they clearly want ftrength 
requifite for this Operation [ of vomiting.] But yet 
it may be ufed even to new born Infants, w. for 
Convulfion- Fits with which a great many of them 
are wont to be (hatch'd away without any remedy. 
The Dole muff not exceed the bignefs of a Rape- 
feed, and it muftbeadminiftred in the Mothersmilk. 
But if the Infants are grown already up to be 
fomewhat ftronger and are above half a Year old, 
the Dofe of the faid medicament is to be a little en- 
creafed, that it may operate vifibly, and fo caft forth 
all the malignant humours out of their Bodies ; and 
they themfelves may not be afterwards afflidled with 
the Small pox, and other fuch like Difeafes as In¬ 
fants arc fubjeift unto. Verily, all the Children 
whom I have given this medicine unto, have nor 
hitherto tailed of thofe Difeafes; the which truth 
the Parents of fuch Infants and others can confirm 
by their Teftimonies, But efpecially this medica¬ 


ment is a moft prefent remedy againft the Epilepfie 
both in young and old, and a moft certain Secret in 
the Plague and all reavers; and a moft excellent 
purge in the Gout, Leoprofio, French-pox and other 
moft grievous Difeafes ; and likewife in external 
new Wounds, in Fiftula’s and old Ulcers, what 
Name foever they are called by, if it be but ufed 
inwardly to purge them. Briefly, this medicament 
hath fcarce its fellow, fo that we have no reafon at 
all to regard fuch men as out of mcer ignorance, 
oppole and (lander Antimony in their learned bavv- 
lings, and fay that it is nothing elfe but Poifbn, and 
therefore no ways profitable. But let no body be¬ 
lieve their barking, but firft try the fame, and he 
will clearly find the contrary. 

This indeed I readily confefs that Antimony is of 
no ule in the body of man, nor can it be, afore it is 
prepared ; but after preparation I do boldly affirm it 
to be a moft admirable medicine. 

Concerning which, reade but the chiefcft of the 
Ancient Philofophers, efpecially Bafil Valentine, who 
in the honour of Antimony wrote the Triumphant 
Chariot [ thereof. ] Do but.fee what Varacelfus, A- 
lexander Suchten, and feveral others have recorded 
in writing, concerning the incomparable Vertues 
and Power of Antimony-, by all whole Writings is 
clearly evinced, what things lie hidden in Antimony, 
I forbear tofpeak of other Phyficians as well modern 
as ancient. For it polfelleth the Vertuesand Powers 
of all Vertues and Powers concentrated. What 
need many words > Let it be brought but to the 
Teft, and it will moft apparantly tettifie by its trial, 
whar Trcafures it carries in its bofbm. The things 
that I (peak of here proceed out of meer pity and 
love to my Neighbour, that I might help his ficknels 
and iniferies. A very finall Portion of the faid me¬ 
dicament may be able not onely to preferve a whole 
Family for a w-hole Year free from all the Difeafes 
that might befall them, but alfo to rid themofthem. 
So likewife it fends packing all the ficknelfes of beads 
by its effectual Virtue. I was willing from a faith- 
full and good mind to beftow this comfort and help 
upon mankind, againft all incident Difeafes, whether 
external or internal; In the third following Century 
fhall be deferibed more very excellent medicines a- 
gainft all kinds of Difeafes, which may be made ufe 
of by fuch as without caufe are afraid of Antimony. 

And as touching that Salt which is made by the 
mixtiorf of the acid Water of the Tartar, and the 
Lixivium made of the Tartar calcined ; it is not iit- 
feriour as to its excellency and eminency to the but 
now fpoken of Sulphur of the Antimony it fe!f; 
herein onely is the difference, that there is to be 
adminiftred a bigger Dofe thereof. And therefore 
it muft not be thrown away, but after that the Sul¬ 
phur is feparated, the infipid Water is to be evapora¬ 
ted, and there will then remain a yellow Salt behind, 
which has even yet in it no fmall Portion of the 
Antimonial Sulphur; and therefore ’tis in a manner 
better than the Sulphur it felf, becaufe of its own 
peculiar Nature, which by the difebarging its own 
office [or proper work,~ may be even perfe reckoned 
up amonglt thofe moft excellent medicines which 
ftrongly relift all Tartareous difeafes. 

For that reafon therefore do I commend this Salt 
moft highly to all fuch as are burdened with grie¬ 
vous Difeafes. The preparation thereof is altogether 
cafie, for it is not made of any chargeable matters, 
but mean ones, and therefore not without caufe to 
be highly efteemed of 
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The dofc of this lb excellent a Salt is tobe encrea- 
fed or diminifhed according to the Quality of the 
Perfons and the Difeales. To fuch as are of ripe 
Age, one Scruple or (omewhat more is fufficient. To 
infants, and to fuch as are a little older, from one 
to twelve Grains may be given, regard being had 
to the difference of their Years. It gently purgeth 
the belly, without any kind of Danger, it draws 
out all evil humours, and efpecially it helps the gouty 
and flony Perlons withamoft wifhtfor Eafement. 

The weight of thole two contrary Salts, viz,, of, 
the fixt Salt of Tartar by which the Sulphur is ex¬ 
tracted out of the Antimony,and of the common and 
acid Tartar dilfolved in Warer, and which precipi- 
xateth the Sulphur of the Antimony out of the Lixi¬ 
vium, cannot be certainly defined and limited. For 
according to the greater or lefier Quantity of the Lixi¬ 
vium, is required more or lefs of the Tartar water 
to be poured upon the Lixivium, that fo being mor¬ 
tified it may let go that Sulphur of Antimony it 
holds up in it fell. The Lixivium it felf will fhcw 
you if you have not poured on Water enough of 
the Tartar by its being not yet freed of all the Sul¬ 
phur, and that there is more Water of Tartar requi¬ 
red to allay all its Acrimony that all the whole Sul¬ 
phur may be turned out. A bigger Quantity of the 
Water of'Tartar poured on the Lixivium [ than juft 
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enough 1 doth not fpoil it; it takes in as much of the 
dilfolved Tartar as it can, and what is overplus re¬ 
mains an acid Tartar, and is noc changed in its Na¬ 
ture But whatever of it is dilfolved in the Lixivi¬ 
um is no more Tartar, becaule it becomes a midling 
Salt Gf the two, neither acid nor fweet, but parta¬ 
king of both Natures, and diflbtves in cold Water, 
which the acid Tartar will not do. 

This Salt therefore is able to perform great matters 
in medicine, and notonely in medicine but in Alchi- 
my too, and in other Arts can it exhibit abundance 
of riches; concerning which thing, more fhall be 
fpoken in another place. 

Thus finifh I now this my fecond Century, where¬ 
in I have not onely abundantly fupplied thofe things 
which by reafon of the overmuch haft, I could not 
infert in the Appendix to the fifth Part of the Prof- 
pericy of Germany, but have withall laid open fome 
part of the Ule of my Sal Mirabllis , as much as the 
fhortnefsof my time would give me leave to do. 

If bv the Grace of God I have a yet longer Life 
vouchfafed me, I will about half a Year hence, bring 
fo great a benefit not onely unto my own Coun- 
trey,but perhaps even to the whole Chriftian World, 
as ever they received from any man, in fo much 
that the World fhall feem as if ftwere new, and fo 
for the prelent I reft and make an End. 
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Wherein many Profitable Chymical Secrets are difeo vered. 

Faithfully tranflated out of the High-Dutch of the Authour. 


Courteous Reader* 

H Aving fome Tears finee begun to communicate to the World my manifold profitable Inventions 
in Centuries, but of late been kindred by ficknefs and other impediments from continuingtbe 
fame : yet now being follicited thereto by many Lovers of Art, I could do no lefs than to en¬ 
deavour to give them fome fat isfdtlion by the publifhing of theje • and withall affuring them, that, in 
cafe God be pleafed to continue my Life ( notwithstanding that becaufe. of great Age and Sicknefs 1 
am fain to keep my bed ) I intend to compleat the refl of my promifed Centuries , defining the kind 
Reader in the mean time to accept of thefe three, and to pardon the confufed manner of writing- them 
having for want of leifure Jet them down as I found them in my Notes, beingchiefly the occafional dif- 
coveries and inventions during my Chymical Labours. Neither would 1 have the Reader offended that 
in Jome places I break off fo abruptly, efpecially where lam fpeaking of the matter which Adam 
brought with him out of- Farad ife for whatever may be wanting in this fifth Century fhall God will in j be 
jupp tea in the fixth : / alfo defire the Reader not to be moved by the Calumnies of any Envious nnO- 
iant Yerjons to thins, that the things herefet down {being mo (l of them new and unheard of inventions') 
are mere rabies and invented matters, and no real experimented Truths, but rather remit the veri¬ 
fication of them to time and his own Experience, which mil not fail to fatisfie him of the Truth of the 
£ articuiars herein contained. FareweL J 
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j. qpo wafh common Tartar Snow white in a 

JL few hours time, and reduce it to a pleafant 
Salt which dilfolves in cold Water, and where¬ 
with of Sugar, Honey, or any fweet Fruits at all 
times, yea all hours of the day, and in all places 
Liquors may be prepared like to Wine in Taft, fmell, 
colour, ftrength and virtue, and of which afterwards 
good Brandy and Vinegar may be made with great 
profit. 

2. To purifie common Salt in great quantity, 
in one days time, fo as to become very white, pure 
and tranfparenr and of a pleafant Taft, fhootinginto 
cubical Cryftals fit for the Tables of great Perfons, 
its tail being very agreeable, and the meat fcafon’d 
with it much more wholfome than that which is 
drelt with the common Salt. Sec the Treatife of the 
nature of Salts. 

A fecret to preferve all forts of Wine, and 
make them durable, whether of Grapes, Sugar, 
Honey, Apples, Pears, Quinces, Figs, Plums , 
Cheries, Malt, Wheat, &c. and is of great ufe to a 
Houfe keeper. 

4. Any of the forementioned Wines may with eafe 
be turned into very good Vinegar, not inferiour to 
that which is made of French or Rheniffi Wine. See 

my Vegetable IVork. 

5. To make good Sal Armonlack of feveral con¬ 
temptible matters which are trod under foot and call: 
out on the Dunghill very eafily and in great quanti¬ 
ties, fo as one Man every day may prepare one hun¬ 
dred pound weight of it with ten fhillings charges. 
See my Treatife of the Mineral Squill in order to long life. 

6. A fecret water wherewith in an hours time the 
yellow colour in Diamonds may be drawn from 
them, which makes them ten times more worth than 
they were before. See my Treat ife of the Divine Cha¬ 
racter. 

7. In like manner may the dark red colour of 
Granates be extracted, leaving them onely fo much 
colour as makes them like Rubies. For Granates 
and Rubies refemble each other in their bodies and 
colour, the onely difference between them being, 
that the Granates abound with too much colour, 
which makes them left valued, when therefore fome 
part of their colour is extracted from them, they do 
in virtue, hardneft and beauty, equal Rubies, one 
Karat of which is more worth than ten pound of 
Granates, fo as this extraction muft be very gainful! 
to him that is Matter of it. See my third Appendix 
to the feventh part of my Pharmacopoea Spagyrica. 

8. In like manner alfo may be extracted the co¬ 
lours of blue Saphyrs, yellow Jacinths, Topaces, 
and Purple Amethyfts, by which means they become 
white as Diamonds, and when brought to the fame 
degree of hardneft are every whit as valuable as 
they. See my third Appendix as before. 

9. In a moments time to rob Sol of its colour and 
make it white as Silver. See my Treatife of the Seal 
of God. 

10. To feparate from Mars and Venus when dift 
folved in Water as well as from any other Vitriol, 
by means of an artificial Precipitation, their hidden 
fpiritual Sol or TinCture, and that in a moment; a 
thing of great ufe in Phyfick, as well as in thetranf- 
mutation of Metals. See the fecond Appendix. 


11. To extract Sol out of Sand and Stones with 
great eafe and little charges, which by precipitation 
is afterwards feparated from the dilfolvent, retaining 
its former ftrength, and may be made ufe of again 
for the like extraction. See the profperity of Germa¬ 
ny the feventh part, or Novum Lumen Chymicum. 

12. ToextraCtS’o/from Luna with a fmall quantity 
of diffolvent, which, after precipitation of the Sol, 
remains in its full ftrength, and may bo ufed as be¬ 
fore to the great gain of the Artift. See Glauber’s 
Laboratory, and projperity of Germany, ‘Jth.part. 

13. In one days time to prepare a particular, 
whereof one part will tinge three parts of Venus into 
Lune. N. B. This Tincture is a white Stone which 
being placed in a fit Furnace, and a due fire adminif- 
tred, within few days the whiteneft will be changed 
to a yellow colour, and that into a fix’d red, where¬ 
of one part being cart upon four parts of Lune in 
Flux, exalts it fofar that in the feparation it gives a 
fourth part of Sol. Which fudden fixation is perfor¬ 
med by the proper Agent of the matter which is 
white of it felf, and yet affords a red TinCture, when 
handled, as is here fet down. See my Treatife of the 
fecret fire of Artephius. 

14. In a fhorttimeto prepare a particular TinCture 
of a red fubjeCt, which exalts Silver to that degree, 
as to yield much Sol in the feparation. See my expli¬ 
cation upon Pontanus his letter. 

15. A good graduating water which being digefted 
with Lune , makes it yield much Sol in feparation. 
Seethe Treatife concerning the mofi fecret natural Sal Ar - 
moniack every inhere to be found. 

16. Another graduating water in which Mercury- 
being digefted, becomes coagulated into Sol and Lu¬ 
na. See the fiery Alkahefi. 

17. Another fixing water, which being once or 
twice abftraCted from Mercury makes it lofe its pro¬ 
perty of making Sol and Venus white, and on thecon- 
trary gilds Luna when rub’d upon it. I have as yet 
carried this experiment no further, but am ofopini¬ 
on that if Mercury were long enough digefted in 
the fame, it would turn the Mercury into TinCture, 
coagulating and fixing each common Mercury into 
Sol. See Hafiecal. 

18. A volatilizing Water which being abftraCted 
from Sol highly exalts its natural colour, and carries 
it over the Helm, which done it is no more common 
Sol, but may in a fhort time be fixed into a tranfpa¬ 
rent red Carbuncle. See my third Appendix, &c. 
concerning the Griffins Claws, and Eagles Wings. 

19. A water of like nature that volatilizeth all 
fixt matters, wherewith in one fingle Diftillation, 
the TinCture or Soul may be extracted from Mars, 
Venus, and all coloured Stones, and carried over the 
Helm; which Tinctures afterwards with one recti¬ 
fication are highly purified, and have their Medici¬ 
nal and tinging virtue doubled, which exalted and 
multiplied Tinctures, notwithftanding their great 
volatility may within twenty four hours time becon- 
centrated, by means of a fecret Magnet, and fixed 
into a Stone, penetrating all compact Bodies, with 
which incredible things may be done in Alchymy, 
and Phyfick. See my third Appendix, fife. 

10. To prepare a Salt in an hours time, and with¬ 
out extraordinary charges, which makes all fixt mat¬ 
ters 
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ters volatile, and is of fuch virtue that when a little 
of it is joyned with Spirit ofWine it makes it lofirong 
and fiery, that it dilfolvesall Metals, Minerals, Ani¬ 
mals and Vegetables, carrying their Eficnce over 
the Helm,and is the effefter of wonders in Phvfick and 
Alchymy : fo that he who knows how to prepare 
and make ufe of this wonderfull Salt, needs ne¬ 
ver want either bodily health, or a competent fup- 
ply of maintenance. See my/ Treatise of Elias Artifta 
in JSfuarto. 

21. A wonderfull, to all Men known, but withall 
contemptible matter, which every where may be 
had for nothing, which wholoever knows, together 
with the ufe of ir, needs never wanr, becaufc there¬ 
by he may efTc-ft whatloever is necellary for Soul or 
Body. See my firfir, fecond and third Appendix Phar¬ 
macopeia Spagyrica. 

22. The manner of preparing a running Mercury 
out of all Minerals and Metals, and that in one days 
time, which joyn'd with Sol becomes fixed into Sol. 
See my third Appendix. 

2;. How fuch a Mercury may be prepared in an 
hours time of the marrial Regains of Antimony, with 
out any charges to fpcak of, which is a true Tincture, 
fixing the imperfeft Metals into Sol. See my Treatije 
concerning the fecret Fire of the Magi. 

1 24. A water made of a particular fort of Chalk 
which changerh a yellow or brown skin into white, 
and which cannot be wafh’d off with water, of va¬ 
luable ufe for Ladies find Gentlewomen. See my 4 th 
Century in Folio. 

25. A water prepar’d of Sol , which turns white 
hairs into a yellow gold colour. See my Laboratory. 

2 6. Another water made of Silver, which tinges 
hair cole-black, good for fuch as are gray hair’d, and 
endeavour to conceal their Age. See Glaub. Concentrate. 

27. A water made of Sol, which colours the hair 
and skin of Man, as alfo the bones and horns of 
Beaft, and feathers of Birds, of a fair laffing Purple. 
See Glauber’s Laboratory in Quarto. 

28. A water into which when any Metal is put, 
it begins to grow within twenty four hours time in the 
form of Plants and Trces| each Metal according to its 
inmoft colour and property, which Metalline Vegera- 
tionsare called Philofophical Trees, both pleafantto 
the Eye and of good ufe. Vide my fourth Century. 

29. A water made of Sand and Flints, having the 
property of changing Wood that is laid in it, in a 
fhorc time into hard Stone of feveral colours accor¬ 
ding to the pleafure of the Artift. 

30. A dry water, or rather Stone, upon which 
if any volatile faline Spirit be poured and fet in the 
Sun, it prefcntly fucks in the volatile mineral Spirit 
and in one days time makes it fb fixt that it may be 
made red hot in the Fire, without any evaporation. 
See my univerfal Coagulator. 

31. By this means alfo may the combuftible (link¬ 
ing Sulphur, the greateft enemy of Metals be fixed, 

1 which afterwards being caft upon the imperfeft Me¬ 
tals in Flux, doth meliorate them, and make them 
afford Scl and Luna on the Cupel with profit. See 
my fecond Appendix. 

32 In like manner may Antimony without any lofs 
of weight be fixed, fo as no more to caufe vomiting, 
but cafis all evil out of the Body infenfibly by 
fweat, refroring health, and renewing youth. See 
my proper Agent. 

33. In the fame manner may Orpiment be fix¬ 
ed, fo as no longer to be a Poifon, but a Meliora- 
tor of imperfeft Metals. 


34 Likewife alfo may Arfcnick be fixed within 
two or three days time, fb as it may fafely be taken 
inwardly, being an excellent Diaphoreiick for the 
cure of Difeafes, and good to exalt Metals, fo that 
in feparation they atlord Gold and Lane. See my 
proper Agent. 

35. Much after the fame manner may Mercury, 
without any confiderable lofs of weighrf though with 
longer time and more patience,) be fixed, fb as to 
futfer himfelf to be melted and hammer'd like any o- 
ther Metal, and on the Cupel leaves Sol and Luna. 
See my Tt caufe of the univerfal Coagulator. 

36. In like manner may the martial Regains of An¬ 
timony be fixed into a tinging Stone, that meliorates 
all imperfeft metals. 

37. A wonderfull Magnet which being put into 
any watry Liquors or Oils, draws the water to it 
felfleaving the Oils more pure, fubtile and penetra¬ 
ting. See Elias Arcifia. 

38. By means of rhis Magnet, we can feparate 
from the higheft reftified Spirit ofWine, one half of 
infipid water, which Spirt of Wine after this fe¬ 
paration is an clTefter of wonders. 

39. This Spirit of Wine when poured on pulveri¬ 
sed Coral and thence abft rafted, brings their red 
Tinfturc over the Helm, being a wonderfull Cordi¬ 
al and purifier ofthe Blood. 

40. By means of this Spirit of Wine, may the 
Cordial Virtue of Pearls be brought over the Helm, 
being of great efficacy for the recovery of fick and 
weak Perfons. 

4r. This Q. Effience ofWine being poured upon 
clean wafhed Egg-fhells, difiblves them, and dial¬ 
led from them, brings over with it their Stone-brea¬ 
king and diffiolving virtue, and is a fingular remedy 
in the Gout, and the Stone of Kidney or Bladder. 

42. The fame alfo difiblves the Lapis Lyncis and 
Jndaic:/s , as alfo Crabs Eyes fo called, and other 
Stones found in Fifhes, carrying their virtues with 
it over rhe Helm. See my fifth Century. 

43. The fame Spirit of Wine difiblves, extrafts 
and brings over the Helm, the inmoft virtues of all 
Animals and Vegetables carrying them over the 
Helm, whence incomparable medicaments may be 
prepared. 

44. Black Snails fuch as are found in May on the 
Grafs difiblved in the fame, and brought over the 
Helm, and duely exhibited to thofe that have the 
Gout or Stone, carries off all tartareous flimy matter 
from the Kidneys, Bladder, and other parts of the 
Body by Seige and Urine. 

45. Aloes,Saffron and Myrrh difiblved in the fame, 
and their Tinctures carried over the Helm, af¬ 
fords an excellent Elixir Proprietatis, very conducive 
to long Life. Sec Paracelfus concerning Elixirs. 

46. Cantharides difiblved therewith, and brought 
over, are apowerfull Diaphoretick, above all others, 
cleanfing the Kidneys and Bladder, but ought to be 
heedfully ufed, becaufe it is a vehement Medicine, 
which being overdos’d will hurt the Kidneys,Bladder 
and Ureters. 

47. The Leaves of Ilclleborafter, extracted and 
brought over with the fame, affords an Excellent 
Aqua Vttre, conducing to long Life. See Paracelfus. 

48. Sea Squills being difiblved in this Spirit of 
Wine, and fpiritualized by being brought over the 
helm, is of great ufe for removing of Difeafes, and 
maintaining of health. 

49. Nux Vomica, being firft grated and then dif- 
folved therein, and their reftorating Vertue being 

brought 
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brought over the Helm, doth wonders in reftoring 
the decayed fhength and health of man, but niuft 
be ufcd with underhanding. 

50. Common Mercury difiolved and brought over 
with the (ante, is the higheft Medicine againft the 
French Pox and all venereal Difeafes. 

yt. Mercury of Antimony prepared after the 
fame manner, affords a Medicine againft all Difeafes 
of mankind. 

52. Fixed Antimony thus extracted and brought 
over is a Diaphorctick curing all Difeafes, and refto- 
ling the higheft degree of health. 

5In like manner may many excellent Remedies 
be prepared, out of all Vegetables and Minerals,/or 
reftoring and preferring of health. 

54. A further ufeof our Water attracting Mag¬ 
net is this. AbflraCt the Oil of Tartar, Hartshorn, 
Amber, Soot, or that which is diftill’d from Smiths 
Coals, and the Magnet will attract all the Water 
and bad Smell to it felf, which remainswith the Mag¬ 
net, and the pure clear and fubtil Oil, onely conies 
over, which Magnet being made red hot, lofeth its 
water and ftink and may be made ufe of as before. 

In like manner may the Oil of Wax and 
Bricks, commonly called the Oil of Philofbphers, be 
deprived of their bad Scents,' and made exceeding 
penetrative and pleafant. 

56. So alfo may all Vegetab’e and Animal Oils 
diftill'd by retort, be purified and made pleafant. 

57. Likewife all the Oils ofFIerbs, Seeds, Woods 
and Spices, which with the addition of Water are 
diftill'd by a common Still, may by diftilling them 
from our Magnet be made much more fubtil, and 
their fweet Smells much more firong and piercing ; 
fo that a little of thefe Oils fet in an open Vellcl, per¬ 
fumes not onely the Room in which it is but alfo the 
whole houfe, they being fo volatile that without any 
Fire they vanifh in the Air. 

58. And as by means of this volatalizing fiery 
Spirit,the pleafant and well Rented Oils of Spices may 
be greatly meliorated and exalted; fo likewife may 
all (linking and poifonous Vegetables, Animals or 
Minerals, thereby be made much more II in king and 
venemous, fo as their Smell alone will be fufficient 
to kill men, doing it with far greater expedition than 
any Corporal poifons whatfeever. See Elias Artifia. 

59. All well feented Oils, may by means of our 
volatile falinc Spirit, be purified to the higheft De¬ 
gree, and afterwards be reduced to a hard Body : 
which Body then is no common grofsBodyfas being 
a coagulated Spirit) but a clear, tranfparent fpiritual 
pure Body. 

60. This Labour may with profit be practis'd on 
Amber, whofe Oil being by rceVification made clear 
and tranfparent, and then digclled with our fiery 
fait Spirit, becomes hard again as it was before di¬ 
ftillation ; by which means we may make pieces of 
Amber as big as we pleufc, and may mix with it 
fo me fmall Threds of Sol, and fo fhall have the old 
highly efteemed Stone called Chryfophoros ; or elfe 
we may put into it, whilft yet it is foft, little Worms, 
Flies, Spiders, Pifmires, or whatever elfe we pleafe, 
which is a notable Curiofity and (hews as if they 
were grown there, to thofe that are ignorant of this 
Art. 

6r. In the fame manner may the Oil of Turpen¬ 
tine be reduced to a hard Gum, to very good ufe and 
purpole. 

62. All diflilled Oils of Seeds, Woods and Spices, 
when by long (landing, they turn yellow, red or 


thick, may by means of this fiery lalt Spirit be again 
made clear, thin and tranfparent, when fome of the 
laid Spiric is poured on the laid Oils and fo diflilled 
fome part of the Oil conics over clear and tranfparent, 
the other part remaining in the Glafs, in the form of 
anhard Gum, in which fmall infers may beinclofed 
as before faid of the Amber. 

6;. Amongfl all Oils thefe following are apt to 
grow thick and ropy, viz,, the Oils of Lignum Rbcdri t 
Oranges, Limmons, Juniper-berries ; thofe of Cloves 
and Cinamon are apt to grow red. The Oils of 
Fennel-feed, Annils, Coriander, Caroway and Cu- 
min-feed, and all other Oils diftill’d from Herbs and 
Seeds, that have hollow Stalks, and arc umbellife¬ 
rous, forafmuch as they abound with much volatile 
Salt, are apt to turn thick: f any of thefe be refti- 
fied with an acid (aline Spirit, it immediately de- 
flroys the volatile Salt, and the Oil becomes "clear 
and tranfparent, and the remaining part of the Oil 
becomes hard as a Gum, and is a fpecial inward and 
outward Medicine. 

64. And forafmuch as a fiery falinc Spirit can 
make old and red Oils clear, thin and tranfparent, 
we may conclude, that fuch a Spirit is able alfo to 
volatilize and bring over by diftillation thofe Oils 
which by length of rime are become hard and dry in 
Seeds, Herbs and Woods, and cannot by macerati¬ 
on in water be brought over, but muft by this more 
powerfull means be made thin and volatile, that 
they may afford their O.ls as eafily in diftillation, as 
green -Seeds and Woods are ufed to do. 

65. Now as thick and ropy diftill'd Oils may be 
made thin, by means of falinc Spirits; fo there are 
fome fait Spirits wherewith wc can coagulate all thin 
and fubtil Oils, in the form of a volatile pleafant. 
ftrong feented Salt, of great ufe in Phyfick. 

66. In this manner, viz, by pouring a ftrong fa- 
line Spirit upon them, we can diftill fubtil and pow¬ 
erfull Oils from all rofins, gums and thick juices, 
and afterwards reduce them again to the hardnels 
of Amber. 

Thus Maftick, Frankincenfe, Benzoin, Storax, 
Camphir, &c. afford very pure clear and tranlpa- 
rent Oils, which when hardned to the confidence 
of Amber, draw draws and other light matters to 
them like it. 

67. In like manner alfo can all fulphureous Mine¬ 
rals be purified to the higheft degree, when diftill’d 
with fuch a Spirit, and then may be reduced again 
to hard tranfparent clarified Bodies: and amongft 
the red Antimony and Orpiment do afford in this 
way mod powerfull and fuperlatively penetrating 
medicinal Stones. 

68. And as thefe fiery faline Spirits do bring over 
by diftillation all unfixt fulphureous Subjects, and 
purifie thcm;fo they do the fame in fixt Sulphureous 
Metals, Eg. Mars and Venus, which Metals being 
thus purified may be fixed into tinging medicinal 
Stones. 

69. They who know the art of the metallick pu¬ 
rification and fixation, are polfefrours of an incompa¬ 
rable Treafure, forafmuchas by this means in three 
days time with the charge of one Crown, a true 
univerfal Medicine may be prepared, for the Bodies 
of men and metals, not in great quantity indeed but 
fufficient to affure the Podibiliry of it, and may after¬ 
wards be tryed in greater quantity. 

70. By means of fuch a fiery fair Spirit fixt Chry- 
ftals, Flints, and other hard Stones may be made 
volatile and fpiritual, and then may tinge them with 
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I what colours v.*c ploalc, and coagulate them again 
into hard tranfparent colour'd Stones, and that of 
1 what form and falhion we pleale This is a very 
e tinfull Art, becaufe fair tranfparent colour’d Stones 
ate ahvuvs ptoferrable to Sul. 

7 t. And as-wc have underftond that by means of 
volatilizing waters, not onely Vegetables and Ani¬ 
mals, bur alto minerals and fixt metals may be made 
, volatile, and their pureft parts brought over the 
J-Ieai 1 , and by this means do wonders as well in 
Phvlick as Alchvmv. Now though this lepararion 
of the pure part from the impure, by means of Dif 
dilation be bigh'y to be valued, vet there is a 
better, e.ilier and lefs chargeable way to feparate 
the purer parts from all iVlotals, Minerals, Stones, 
Sand, and coloured Earths containing So/and Tinc¬ 
ture, by means of a Magnet, whicii being laid in 
the Solutions of Metals, and extractions of Stones, 
within a few hours time draws to it all the Spiritual 
as well as fixt Sol and TinCture contain'd in the faid 
Solutions; lb due alter abftraCtion of thedillblvenc 
bv Diftiliation, we find the dif-animared dead Body, 
which being put afide, we feparate the attracted Sol 
or Tinfture from the Magnet, and thus obtain 
whatfoevor good was hid in cite tore laid grofs Bodies. 

I N. B. Though indeed this extraction of Sol and 
TinCtures be very ealie, as hath been (aid, yet I 
(hall here, for further information of the Header, let 
’ down wlut ought to be obferved in the extracting 
of Sol from each Metal, Mineral, Stone, or Earth. 
And firft of fixt Sol. 

"]i. When there is fixt Sol in Sand or Stones, we 
need onely to pulverize them, and pour upon them 
Ay. Regis wherein common Salr hath been dilTolved, 
and let them boil together a quarter of an hour, by 
which means the Ay. Regis draws the Sol our of the 
Sand and Scones, in which extraction if we then put 
the Scl attracting MagDer, it will draw the Sol to 
it fclf, which being (eparated from the Magnet, is 

> melted down with fluxing Powder, the Ay. Regis 
continuing good to be employed on the like oc- 
cafion. 

7’. But when in the Sand or Stones there is no 
fixt but onelv a volatile unripe Sol, then we muft 
put the Sand or pulverized Stones into a Glafs Retort, 
and pour upon them of our volatilizing fiery Alka¬ 
lies, and abflxaCt the fame from the Sand or Stone, 
by which means it carries the Sol over with it, which 
•hath been attracted by the golden Magnet, which 
being reduced will be found good and fix’d Sol. The 
dillblvenc may again be ufedto the fame purpofe. 
i 74. But if the Stones befides the Sol, do alfb con¬ 
tain Lime, then an Ay Fort is muft firft be poured 
'upon them to extract the Lime, and afterwards pre¬ 
cipitate it bv calling fbme common Salt into the So¬ 
lution, by which addition of Salt the Ay. Fortis is 
turned into an Ay Regis, and being poured upon 
the Stones, it extracts the Sol alfo. 

75. For if at firft we fhould pour an Ay. Regis 
upon rhefe Stones, it would indeed extract the Sol, 
but vvithall ft) alter the Lime, that it would be im- 
poflible afterwards ro ex era Cl it with Ay. Fortis, and 
therefore we are to proceed in the manner above - 
faid. 

76 In like manner alfo we are to proceed with 
white, yellow and red Earths, for to extraCl the 
Lime and Sol that is in them. And if it be a fat 
Earth and contains fix'd Sol , it muft firft be made 
,red hot to rob it of its fatneft, becaufe clfe it would 
devour too much Ay. Fortis. 


77. But when the Earth contains onely volatile 
Sol, as the yellow Earth of Silefai and the red Terra 
Lemma SgHLit.i, it muft not be made red hot, but 
pour fome Alkaheft upon it, and lb bring the Sol 
over the Helm. 

78. Yellow and red Earths do commonly contain 
Sol or Lunc or both, and therefore wc may boldly 
make trial of them ; for oftei times a great creature is 
(hut up in very contemptible Earth, fitch as might 
ferve to maintain many thoulands. 

79. In the fame manner we may extract the fixt 
as well as immature Sol out of Ruddle, redjafper, 
and red Blood-ftones, which in fbme parts are found 
in great quantities. 

So. With our Sol attracting Magnet, wc can ex¬ 
tract much Sol out of any common Vitriol, and 
after the Scl is extracted, reduce the Solution to Vi¬ 
triol again, which is as good for the Dyers ufe as it 
was before. 

81. With the (lime Magnet, good Sol may be ex¬ 
tracted out of thole yellowifh, reddifh, andgreenifh 
waters which flow from fome Mountains, which 
waters being to be had for nothing, mult make this 
work very gainful]. 

81. And m cafe wc fhould not be able to meet 
with this fort of running waters, then wc may take 
the Copperas Stones which are often found in 
Sand, but for the moft part grow in far Earth,which 
when they are expos’d to the Air r fall in pieces, and 
having water poured upon them afford a good Vi¬ 
triol, which eafily yields the fpiritual Sol it con¬ 
tains to our Magnet. So that an Artift can fcarcely 
be tofeek for fubjcCts, from whence unripe volatile 
or fixt Scl may be had with profit. 

83. N. B. But when we have a mind to bring the 
volatile Sol which is in red Sand, Stones and Clay, 
with volatilizng waters by Diftiliation over the 
Helm, it is good roadd to our Eagles Wings, or vo¬ 
latilizing water, fome of our moft fecret Sal Armoni- 
ack, by which the fame is extreamly ftrengthned 
and animated, fo that like a Griffin for flrength, .it 
carries the Man on Horfeback away in the Air to 
his Neft. 

84. N. B. This Griffin is the Artift, that prepares 
this fiery water, wherewith he leizeth as with his 
Talons the Man armed Cap a Pe ; that is, red 
Stones, Sand and Earth, abounding with a martial 
Tincture, extracts and carries them ro the young 
ones in his Neft, that is, provides a good mainte¬ 
nance for his Family thereby, 

85. But bocaufe to thefe operations of extract¬ 
ing Sol volatile and fixt, and TinCtures from thelub- 
jeCts juft now mentioned, when we work them in 
quantities, much Ay. Regis, or other like waters are 
required, which every one hath nor an oportunity 
to prepare for himfelf, and therefore muft buy them, 
which encreaieth the charges of the operation; 
wherefore I am willing to teach a near way to pre¬ 
pare thefe corroftve waters. 

86. Forafmuch then as we know that Vitriol is an 
univerfal acid, and the chief of all Salts, and the 
Spirit it yields by Diflillation, much more fiery than 
that which is forc'd from other Salts, therefore we 
may make ufe of the Oil of Vitriol, for a Bafts with 
the help of others Salts, to prepare feveral forts of 
faline Spirits, with fmall labour and charges, in 
manner as follows. 
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87. Recipe two parts of Niter difiolved in water 
and one part of Oil of Vitriol, diftill them in an Al- 
lembick, and you will obtain a good Aq. Fonts to 
dilfolve Lime, Saturn, and Mercury. This operati¬ 
on fpends little Fire and comes over eafily. 

88. And if we didolve one pound of Salt, and as 
much Niter in three pound of Water, adding there¬ 
to one pound of Oil of Vitriol, and diftill it in Sand, 
by Alembickor Retort we (hall get fix pound ofgood 
and ftrong Aq. Regis todiflolveSW, Venus, Alars and 

J 89. Bur when we take two pound of Salt, and 
didolve it in three pound of Water adding one 
pound of Oil of Vitriol, we get five pound of good 
Spirit of Salt. The Salt that Hays behind is called 
Sal Alirabilis or wonderfull Salt, becaufe wonders 
may be done with it, as appears from feveral parts 
of my Writings, thefe Salts being of divers vertues 
according to the nature of thofe Salts that are added 
to the Oil of Vitriol in Diftillation. 

90. Thefe Salts are commonly added to metals, 
and melted down with them in Crucibles, by which 
means they become didolved in the dry way, which 
is much eafier and readier than the wet way of 
didolving. 

91. In particular by this way we can didolve Sul¬ 
phur, which refills all corrofive faline Spirits, and 
remains undidolved by them. 

92. Now to obtain Oil of Vitriol with eafe and in 
great quantity, we may proceed feveral ways, and 
efpecially thus,by didolving Vitriol in water, adding 
a contrary to it, which feparates all its impurities, 
by which means the purified Vitriol may with a 
fmall Fire be reduced to Oil, fb as one pound of Oil 
of Vitriol will not require above ten pound of Coals. 

9;. And becaufe Oil of Sulphur is of the fame na¬ 
ture with Oil of Vitriol, yea is more proper for 
fome operations than it, therefore we may make ufe 
of the lame Oil of Sulphur, to prepare ftrong faline 
Spirits, efpecially becaufe the fame may be prepared 
in. quantity and very compendioufly, according to 
a particular way deferibed by the Ancient Philo- 
fophers. 

94. They have taught us the preparation of Oil 
of Sulphur in their wittily deviled Fables, giving to 
this Oil the name of Venus, whom Vulcan when come 
to Man’s eftate took to Wife : by the word Vulcan, 
we are to underfland every combuftible Sulphur, 
and by the word Venus, its incombuftible corrofive 
Oil, which for this icafon probably they called Ve¬ 
nus, becaufe when a drop of it falls on burning 
Coals, it gives forth a red fmoak like to Venus, or 
becaufe this acid Oil like a wicked Woman,has fharp 
Teeth,and a keen deceitfull Tongue,wherewith they 
lay hold of Men, and lead them aftray in the fame 
manner as this Oil cleaves to, and enters a League 
with every metal to which it is joyned, forafmuchas 
all metals proceed from Sulphur, and have great af¬ 
finity with it, as the Woman hath with Man. 


Here follows an Explication of the Poetical Table, tea¬ 
ching us to ?nake the Oil of Sulphur in quantity. 

95. We reade that Vulcan, that is, a combuftible 
Sulphur, took Venus to Wife, by which is meant the 
incombuftible Oil of Sulphur ; now ivhilft Vulcan was 
bufie at his work in the Caves of the Earth, for he 
was a Miner and a Black-fmitb, Venus betakes her 
felf to Mars, who lies with her ; now when Vulcan 
found his Wife in the embraces of another Man, he 
calls all the Gods to his help, who appearing, caft 
an Iron Net over Mars and Venus that they might 
notefcape, but with great fhame be expofed to the 
derifion of the Gods. 

96. When Vulcan is kindled in a Furnace made 
for that purpol'e, that is, labours in metals, the flame 
carries Venus, i. e. the Oil of Sulphur into Mars his 
lodging, that is, into the Recipient, which muft be 
fill’d with Steel Wire, where fhe commits Adultery 
with Mars, that is, begins to didolve the fame, and 
produceth a Vitriol, which when expofed to the 
moil! Air, becomes refolvedinto a clear fweet water, 
which from the Steel Wire runs into the Veflel ap¬ 
pointed to recieve it, which fweet water is nothing 
elfe but Aroflrns the Son of Mars and Venus, or the 
martial Oil of Sulphur, or to fpeak more plainly, 
the Vitriol of Alars. 

97. This Vitriol of Mars is called by the Philo- 
fophers the juice or water of the Birch Tree, and 
of which they fay the Philofopbers Stone may be 
prepared, for many of them have writ concerning it, 
and pointed to this fweet Iron Juice, which they 
have termed Birch Tree Waters, becaufe of the like- 
nefs it has therewith, for when in the Spring time 
we make a hole with a Piercer, reaching to the Pith 
of the Tree, and tliruft into it a Qpill or Faucet, 
much fweet water proceeds from it, which fome 
make ufe of to brew Beer, becaufe the fame is ac¬ 
counted very good againft the Stone in the Kidneys 
and Bladder. 

98. This Vitriol alfo is Virgil's Arbor Opaca, or dark 
Tree, whole Branches he declares to be eafily flex¬ 
ible ; now what is more flexible than Iron, or Cop¬ 
per Wire, which are therefore compared to the 
Birch, which is a very juicy Tree, and hath very 
flexible branches. 

99. That this fhady Tree is the fitted, according 
to Virgil's Doctrine, to break off one golden Twig 
after another is alio certain, for I have tried it di¬ 
vers ways and found it to be true, that it affords its 
golden Twigs very freely to him that knows how 
to handle Proferpina. 

100. But if the Artift be acquainted with the ufe 
of our Sol attracting Magnet, he may then with 
eafe and more profit, without Diftillation or Fire, 
break off the faid Twigs, than he could do with the 
help of Proferpina. 

And thus I conclude this third Century, the 
fourth and fifth follows, which will be found of bet¬ 
ter ufe than this. 
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To extract the Sol that is in Granates. 

i. TF Granates be melted with Glafs, that contains 
1 Lime, the Lune containing Glafs will unite it 
felfwith the Sol that is in the Granates, which with 
an Aq. Regia may be afterwards feparated. 

To make a good Mercury of I Vine. 

i. Recipe Crude Tartar and pour upon it a Lye of 
Salt of Tartar, diftill in an Alembick, and you’l 
have a ftrong Mercury of Wine, which is a much 
Wronger and more fiery Spirit, than Spirit of Urine, 
efpecially if Ibme Sal Armoniack be added to it. 

To make a Mercury of Metals. 

And if before wediflolvea Metal or Mineral 

B in the forefaid lye ofSalt of Tartar, or in the Crude 
Tartar, before that both thefe contraries be put to¬ 
gether, then the volatile Spirit of Tartar will bring 
over the Tin&ure or Mercury of the laid metal or 
mineral in the form of a fubtile Spirit. In this man¬ 
ner we may drive the Mercury of all minerals and 
metals over the Helm. 

IVhat the Soul of the greater and leffer World is. 

4. Plato call'd common Salt the Soul of the great 
World, and if lb, then Salt of Tartar may very well 
be accounted the Soul of the Idler World: for what- 
foeverisin the Macrocofm, the fame is alfb in the 
Microcofm. 

All Juperfluities of Nature afford a 'volatile Salt. 

y For theSaltof Ilartfhorn of Hair, Soot, Blood, 
and of the Seeds of Muftard,Crefles and Scurvygrafs, 
&c. are much of the fame Nature as Salt of Tartar. 

A Good Bath. 

6 . Common water fprinkled upon red hot Flints 
or Pebbles that are found in running Streams, affords 
an hot Vapour, which by reafon of the fubtil Sul¬ 
phur of the Stones it carries up with it, is very pe- 

I netrating, fb that in this manner without any other 
Fire we may prepare an hot dry Bath, very avail¬ 
able to cure many Difeafes by fweating, the great 
vertue of it chiefly proceeding from the fulphureous 
Spirit of the Stones. 

To feparate Sol from Luna by fluxing in a Crucible. 

7. When we have a mind to feparate Sol from 
Luna by means of Sulphur we need not make ufe of 
granulated or filed Saturn for precipitation, but in- 
ftead thereof we may make ufe of Antimony, be- 
caufe the granulated or filed Saturn is made hard 
and influxible by the Sulphur: neither fhall we make 
ufe of common Venus for precipitation, as Erker tea¬ 
ches, but fuch a Venus as hath been made friable with 
Arfenick orOrpiment, by which means we fhall get 
more Sol than without Arfenick, becaufe Arfe- 
riickandOrpiment contain much volatile Sol, which 
in this Operation becomes fixed with the Luna, 


To recover the Sol and Luna which is got into the Pores 

of the Crucible. 

8. The Crucible mufi be beaten into fine Powder, 
and put into a reverberatory fire,ftirrin & it continual¬ 
ly by which means the Antimony and Sulphur vapour 
away, and the Sol and Luna remains with the Earth, 
which, with ftrong Waters may befeparated. 

Another way to perform the fame. 

9- Or vve may add filings of Saturn to the powder 
of the Crucibles, and give them a ftrong heat, by 
which means the Saturn will rake in the Sol and 
Luna. N. B. But the Separation with ftrong Waters 
is the more eafic way of the two. 

To extract the Colour from Sol. 

10. Venus,Jupiter and Regains Mart is melted into a 
mats with .So/,and Venus,the Jupiter and Regulus Mar- 
tis afterwards feparated from the Sol by Niter, then 
melt other metals as before with the Sol, and feparate 
them as before with Niter, which muft be continued 
till the Sol have loft his Colour. 

11. The drofs being afterwards melted in a Cru¬ 

cible, and a fmall quantity of Coles made of Blood 
caft upon it, the extracted Tin&ure of Sol will fepa¬ 
rate it fclf from the drofs, falling to the bottom like 
a Regulus. N. B. The metals Venus, Jupiter and the 
martial Regulus may be feparated from the drofs onely 
with common wood Coal. 1 

II- Niter fixed by the Regulus of Antimony, and 
diftill'd with Sal Armoniack, gives an excellent Mer¬ 
cury of metals, which hath a feent like musk. 

To extract Sol out of Stones. 

13. If vve take Sand or Stones that contain Sol 
and melt them with Lead afhes into Glafs, and re- 
duce them again with fixed Salt, then by cupelling' 
this Lead afhes,and the reduced Sand or Stones feve- 
ralumes, we fhall havethe-SV that was in the Stones. 

To extracl Sol from Stones. 

14- The black or brown Pebbles found in Brooks, 
and which break fmooth like Glafs, being mixed with 
the beft Eagles wings and diftilled by retort, yield 
much Sol. - 

* A Tincture from Metals. 

15. Jupiter is the higheft Regent over the upper 
Conftellations.Sc/ gives to all Stars their Light, Mars 
rules upon Earth, and Saturn in the Earth, and of 
thele four an univerfal Timfture may be prepared. 

16. Mars and Saturn in particular yields great 
riches, when being reduced to Glafs they are feveral 
times driven through a Reverberatory, according to 
that of the Ancient Philofophers; by Saturn and 
Mars, fire and art, great wealth may befound. 

That there is a renovating vertue hid in Spiders. 

17. Spiders renew themfelves every month by 
carting their skins, wherefore a medicine prepared of 
them by the Flame of Spirit of Wine renews man. 

1 8. It 
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18. It is alfo to be obferved that all Birds, efpeci- 
allv thole that feed upon Flies and Worms, when 
they are lick, cure themfelves by eating Spiders. 

Secrets of Serpents. 

% 

X 9 . All forts of Serpents renovate themfelves once 
a year by carting their skins, wherefore if we extract 
them with {Spirit of Wine, and correct them by 
burning away the Spirit of Wine, they yield an al¬ 
lured medicine againft all Poyfon , and renews 

man. ■ . , 

zo. Regains of Antimony being duely fixed with 

Sol, tingeth as well in the wet as dry way. 

Sol and Sulphur yield a lin'd ure. 

ii. Common combuftible Sulphur cannot join 
with the incombuftible Sulphur of Sol, without fuch 
a medium as partakes of both their Natures, viz,. An¬ 
timony : when by this means the combuftible Sul¬ 
phur is fixed by the incomburtible Sulphur of Sol, 
the Sol gives it ingrefs intoimperfed metals to tinge 
them. 

To make Sol red. 

22. If the Blood of the Lion be digefted with Tar¬ 
tar and Aqua Fortis, this purple Colour will be 
changed into a red, and leparate it felf from the 
Salt, falling in form of red powder to the bottom, 
and^s a moft excellent Colour for Painters. 

To make Purpurirta, or a Taint to make the Face look 

ruddy. 

23. Difiolve Sol and Jupiter in Aqua Regis, digeft 
and edulcorate with Water, yields an excellent paint 
for Women. N. B. But a little Oil of Talk ought 
to be added to it. 

An Experiment upon Purpurirta or the Blood of the 

Lyon. 

14. When we digert or boil the Blood of the Lion 
ft long till the red Colour becomes as white as 
milk, and then pour upon it as much Water, as has 
been evaporated during the boiling, this milk will be 
chang'd again to Blood. 

25. Of the blue Paint called Smalt, by means of 
Salt of Tartar may a moft excellent Paint be made 
for Limners, not inferiour to Ultramarine. 

26. Of Mercury, Jupiter, Sulphur and Sal. Armoni 
ack is made the Paint called Aiirum Muficum. 

A Cementation that graduates Venus into Sol. 

27. Recipe Vitriol calcined toRednefs, mix it with 
Salt and Coal duft, -lay this with thin Copper Plates 
flratwn fuper ftratum, put them into a Fire that may 
keep the Plates of Venus red hot for fix hours without 
melting them, by which means the Sol in the Venus 
will be encreafed; if we repeat this Cementation 
feveral times till the Venus be of a golden colour, the 
gain will be much greater. N. B. The caule of this 
melioration is, becaufe the Coal Dull hinders the 
corrofive Spirits of the Vitriol and Salt from corro 
ding the Venus, and therefore onely penetrates and 
graduates the fame. 


To make all Corrojtvcs [meet. 

28. Vitriol dirtilled with Salt yields a Corrofive 
Spirit, but if Coal Duft be mixed with them, they 
give a fweet Spirit, which graduates Lane into Sol 
when digefted therein. 

29. Recipe , Calx of Jupiter mixed with Mercury of 
Lime, and therewith Cement plates of Venus, by 
which means the faline Spirits introduce the white 
Sulphur of Jupiter into the Venus, and change it into 
Lune containing much Sol. 

A [meet graduating Spirit, ufefull to the Melioration of 

Metals. 

30. Recipe, Coal Duft, mix them with Sal Mira- 
bihs, and diftill by .retort, and you will get a fweet 
graduating Spirit, exalting fbme Metals to Scd. 

The Thilofophical Work. 

3 x. The Father of all things is the warm Son.their 
Mother is the moift Moon, the Earth is the Womb, 
the Wind carries the Seed through the Suns driving 
into the Womb the Earth, which foments, and ac 
laft brings forth the Child. 

Sulphur is the Father of all Metals. 

32. The Central Fire in the Earth mounts up¬ 
ward continually into the hollow places of the Earth, 
and meeting with water or moifture, cleaves to ic 
and makes Stones, as alfo all Metals and Minerals of 
different natures and properties, according as the 
water is pure or impure. 

Sulphur is the ttniverfal Coagulator. 

33. Afulphureous vapour is that which coagulates 
Mercury, as well in Vegetables and Animals as 
Minerals. 

Demogorgon the Grandfather of all things. 

34. The Central Fire in the great World keeps 
it in continual motion, and caufeth the growth ofall 
things as well upon, asunder the Earth, being the 
Governour of the great World. 

The T'ital Spirit, or radical moifure, is the Life and 

Growth of all Men. 

3^. As the great World is governed and maintai¬ 
ned by the Demogorgon or Central Fire, fo Man 
the little World is governed, and maintained in con¬ 
tinual motion and growth, by the Vital Spirit feated 
in his heart. 

36. Fire is the Father of all things, Water the 
Mother, the Earth is the Womb, the Winder Air 
drives the Fire, being the univerfal Agent, into the 
Water, being the univerfal Patient, in order to 
bring f orth Fruit. See my Treatife of the divine Cha- 
radter. 

37. Man, Beads, Fifh and Fowl, and all that 
lives and grows, draw their life from the Air, onely 
the Salamander draws his life, and has his Body 
from the Fire, wherefore alfo in power and ftrength 
he excells all living Creatures. 
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^ g8. The fecret Fire of the Chaldeans, which at all 

times draws Fire out of the Air, wherewith the Jew- 
ifh Priefts kindled their Sacrifice, as may be feen in 
the Maccabees, is made of Steel, Niterand Sulphur. 

39. When vve abftratt an Aejua Regia wherein Sol 
is dilfolved from the Butter of Antimony, the Soul 
of Sol and Antimony comes Bloud-red over the helm, 
which poured upon a Solution of Lune, the Lime 
falls to the boctom, and draws the Tindture of Sol 
and Antimony to its felf out of the Water, and the 
Lune by this means becomes red, and is a Tincture 
and Univerlal medicine for humane and metallick 
Bodies. N. B. The remainder of the Sol and Anti¬ 
mony that did not come over is wholly fixt,and a good 

$ Diaphoretick,thus the Soulsofthe dead,/'.e. of So/ and 
Lime are brought up from Hell. See Nuifement de 
fpiritu & fale Mundi. 

40. When in the manner nowfaid with the Butter 
of Antimony, we bring over the Soul of Mars we 
get a much higher Tindture than from that of Sol, 
and in coming over becomes wholly fixt See my 
Treatife de 3 prmcipiis Metallontm. 

1 41. In like manner may from the Butter of Arfe- 
nick and Lune a white Tindture be brought over 
the helm, tinging Venus , Mars, Jupiter and Saturn 
into Lune. N. B. Thefe Tinctures in coming over 
are fixed by Plato's Stygian Water, fo as to need no 
further fixation. 

42. But if we precipitate thefe Tindtures of Mars 
and Antimony with the Solution of Sol, and then 
edulcorate and dry the fame, we by this means do ob¬ 
tain a dry graduating Water, which being molten 
with any white or red metals makes them yield good 
Gold, and Lime on the Cupel to the great profit of 
the Artift. 

43. Oil of Vitriol mixed with Sal Armoniack, is 
alfo of good ufe to bring over Tindtures, but not in 
that quantity as Butter of Antimony. 

44. Our dry, fweet univerlal tinging water dif- 
folves white Pebbles and Cryftals, and changeth the 
fame into precious Stones of feveral colours, excep 
ting onely their hardnels, which it cannot commu 
nicate. 

45. The eafieft way to get the Sol or Lune that is 
in Jupiter, is by calling it upon molten Venus, which 
draws the Sol and Lune to it felf out of the Jupiter. 

46. In like manner doth the Regulus of Antimony 
when in flux readily draw to it the Sol and Luna 
in Jupiter, and then wafhing the Regulus with Niter 
we get the Sol and Luna contained in Jupiter. 

47. But this operation ought not to be done in Cru¬ 
cibles made of common Earth,which eafily break anc 
Ipill the metal,but in thofe that are made of a fat cru¬ 
cible Clay, mix’d with coal dull, as is taught in the 
fifth part of my Furnaces. 

48. As the Sulphur in Tartar coagulates a thin 
water into a hard Hepar,or Liver fo called,fo likewife 
doth a fixt Sulphur coagulate Mercury into Sol anc 
Luna. 

49. The often calcining of Salts and diflolving 
them in Water, doth purifie them, and makes them 
eafily fluxible, and in particular Vitriol may by this 
means be fo purified, as to yield its Oil with a very 
fmall heat. 

50 The Solution of Saturn and Lune poured into 
a volatile Spirit of Mars or Venus, draws the tinging 
1 volatile Sulphur outofthe Water to it felf, and make 
the fame Corporal and fixed. 

51. Tartar contains a coagulating and tinging 
Sulphur, for it coagulates Water into a Hepar, and 


tinges red metals to a white Srone, which may be 
pulverized ; this Sulphur is the cauls why Tartar 
will not difiolve in cold Waier as other Salts. 

52. When therefore the Tartar is. freed of thisSul- 
phur that coagulates all Water, then much good 
may be done therewith as well in Phylick as Alcbi- 
my, and many other Arts befidcs. 

53. Tartar by being boiled in a ftrong Lye, lets 
go its coagulating Sulphur, and a ineutral Salt pro¬ 
ceeds from them both ; but if we have a mind to fe¬ 
rrate the Lye from the purified Tartar we mult do 
it with an acid, that may mortifie the Lye, by which 
means the purified Tartar will be left know white. 

54. If the Lye be kill’d with a Spirit of Niter or 
Acjua Forth, then from both thefe contraries proceeds 
a good Niter. 

55. But if we make ufe of a Spirit of Salt, then 
there is made up of both a tartarized Spirit of Salt. 

56. If we take diftill’d Vinegar to mortifie the Lve, 
then from the joyning of thofe both proceeds a neu¬ 
tral volatile Salt which is a good Diurctick in the 
Gout and Stone. 

57. This is the belt way of purifying Tartar, 
which after this Operation is of far greater ufe in 
Phyfick and Alchimy than the common Tartar. 

58. Tartar as hath been laid, contains a coagula¬ 
ting and tinging Sulphur, coagulating all Water into 
a thick Hepar, and exalting the Colours of metals. 
Thus we fee that by boiling Golden or Silver Vellels 
with Tartar, their feveral Colours are exalted. 

59. And whofoever has the Art of feparating this 
Sulphur from Tartar, may by means thereof etledt 
great and wonderfull things. 

60. A like wonder working Sulphur is likewife 
bund in Animals, and more efpecially in man, who 
brings it with him into the World. 

61. Whence feme Philofophcrs tell us, that Adam 
brought the Philofbphers Stone with him out of Pa- 
radife,and after his death carried it with him into his 
grave. 

62. Minerals alfo afford the fame coagulating 

fixing and tinging Sulphur, for which reafon the Phi- 
lofophers Stone is faid to be Animal, Vegetable and 
Mineral, becaufe of each of thefe three Kingdoms an 
Univerfal medicine may be made for men and 
metals. • 

63. But the eafieft way is, when we extradl the 
beft^art of all thefe three Kingdoms, and conjoyn 
them according to Art for an Univerfal medicine. 

64. Wine is the chief of Vegetables, Man of Ani¬ 
mals, and Gold of Metals. 

65. Spirit of Wine purges and purifies all things, 
with its purifying Flame ; as may be feen in my 
Purgatory of the Philofophers. 

66. The volatile Salt of Animals, and efpecially 
of Man purifies all things by its volatilizing Virtue,- 
as appears in our moft fecret Sal Armcmack. 

67. The incombuftible Sulphur of metals tingeth 
the Bodies of men and metals, to the higheft pitch 
of Health, as may be feen in the third Appendix to' 
the feventh part of my Ybartnacopaa Spagyrica. 

68. Demogorgon with his Rullet mantle and green 
Coat, is the Grandfather of all the Heathen Gods 

of all metals. 


1. e. 


69. And like as in the Earth he doth generate and 
bring to perfeftion all meials, fo alfo out of the feme, 
if the Artift knows how to manage him, he perfects 
all unripe and imperfect metals, in a Ihort time, with' 
rhe help of Fire, to that degree that they fhall en¬ 
dure thcTsftas well asS#/ or Luna, 

T 


70. This 
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70. This wonderfull virtue of fixing all volatile 
minerals, the Philofophers call their fecret Fire or j 
proper Agent, wherewith not onely the imperfeft 
metals, as Saturn, Jupiter, Venus, and Mars, but al¬ 
io volatile Mercury, combuftible common Sulphur, 
Antimony, Orpiment, and Arfenick may be fixed, 
fo as on the Cupel to leave Sol and Lune. 

71. And as this Demogorgon, or invifible fecret 
Fire of the wife ?Men, doth fix the unripe minerals 
and metals into Lune and Sol ; fo likewife can it fix 
the (aid minerals and metals, and exalt them to an 
higher degree than that of Sol, even to the plufijuam 
perfeftion of true Tinftures, whereby all imperfect 
metals may be changed into Sol. 

7 z . This our Demogorgon hath the virtue even 
as it comes raw and unprepared out of the Earth to 
change and meliorate all metals as follows. 

7;. It makes Saturn as hard and white as Lune, 
when tinged with it, of which all mafmer of Vefiels 
and Diflies may be made, it onely wants the found 
of Lune and enduring of the Teft. 

74. If a little of this Tinfture be caft upon fluxed 
Venus it prefently becomes white and hard as Steel, 
continues as fufible as before, and yetis fohard that 
it cannot be filed, fo that foveral Vefiels may be made 
of it, not fubjeft to bending or breaking. 

75. When caft upon melted Jupiter, it makes it 
hard as Lune, and founding like it, is of great ufc 
to make all forts of Vefiels of. 

76. And amongft other things that may be made 
of it with great profit, this is one, viz that Looking- 
Glafies may be made thereof, which being polifhed 
continue a long time clear and fair, without being 
obfeured in moift Weather, as other metalline Glafies 
are, and all this by reafon of the extraordinary hard- 
nefs of the metal. See my Treatife of Looking-glaffes. 

77. This Tin&ure caft upon Lune , makes the 
fame Coal-black throughout, fo that it is no more 
like Lune, of which Bells and Clocks may be made 
of a far better and clearer found than thofe that are 
made of Venus and Jupiter. 

7S. By this means alfo in times of War, or other 
danger Lime may fobe difguifed as not to be known 
for luch, and fo may be a good way to prelerve it 
from being taken by the Enemy. 

79. *In like manner it makes Sol fo hard that it 
can no way be bent or deftroyed, and therefore 
might be of good ufc in many of the following cafes 

80. It would be very proper for fomc great Em- 
perour or King to make his Statue of, it being inde- 
ftrutftible, and not to bediminifhed or injur’d by any 
way whatfoever. 

81. Money coin’d of this Sol would be of good u(e 
if a King or Prince had a mind that his Coin fhould 
not be tranfported elfewhere, becaufe differing fo 
much from common Sol it would not be partible in 
other Countries. 

8i. This golden Coin alfo would not be fubjaft 
to be dipt or fil'd. 

85 Medals alfo might be made of this Sol, 
and would be a great curiofity belides the indefec- 
tiblenefsof them. 

84. It would be excellent alfo to make Rings of, 
efpecially fuch as are defigned for the remembrance 
of Friends, as lading for ever. 

8<. it would be very proper to caft Seals of, or 
the divine Character or other focret Sigtls. See my 
Treatife of the Divine Character and Seal of God. 

8 6 Or the laid Divine Character being expreft 
upon my Lapis Ignis (which being but for a little 


while carried in ones mouth, cures many grievous 
Difeafes without any other Medicine) might be fee 
in this hard Sol, and fo without waiting be carried 
conftantly about one. See my Treatife of the Mineral 
Squilla tn order to a long life. 

87. Great Princes alfo might have Armour and 
Arms made of this hardned Sol, which would be 
much better than any of Iron or Steel, which eafily 
take ruft, to which Sol is nor Subject. 

88. Of this Sol might alfo very conveniently be 
made Candlefticks and Lamps, with other Vefiels 
for the ufe of the Church and Altar. 

89. To many more ules this Sol might be pur, ef¬ 
pecially for that by reafon of its hardnefs, it luffers 
it fclf to be polifhed to that degree, as to caft 
a great luftre from it, like the Sun. 

90. As to the further ufo hereof, See myTreatife 
de tribus Lapidibus ignium fecrctorm. 

91. With the hardned Lune, Venus, Jupiter, Mars 
and Saturn, many profitable and curious things 
may be done, which for brevitiy fake are here 0- 
mitted. 

91. The Sulphur of the Philofophers when fee 
free from his dark Prifon, wherein he is detain’d by 
his Brethren, by our Key that opens all Locks, 
gives his Deliverer for reward, the pofiefilon of the 
three Kingdoms in the World, viz,, enabling him 
to make all Vegetables grow fwiftly, and very fruit- 
full, to cure the Difeafes of all Animals, and to me¬ 
liorate and exalt all Metals. 

9;. And when the Philofophers, faith Sendivogtus, 
foe this Sulphur reftor’d to liberty, fwimming in their 
Sea, they worfhip it, and draw it out with a Silver 
Line, though others do it with their Sol attrafting 
Magnet, and fix it into an univerfal Medicine, 
wherewith they afterwards effeft wonders: As may 
be feen in my Elias Artifta, and Vurgatory of Thilo - 
fophers. 

94. The Philofophers fay, except firft you make 
our Sol (that is, the redeemed Sulphur) and Mercu¬ 
ry white, you’l never be able to make them red. 

9f. They fay alfo, our Sol tingeth not except it 
be firft tinged it felf, that is exalted in its colour. 

96. All things in the World have their rife from 
Fire and Water, and derive their Purity or Impu¬ 
rity, from the Purity or Impurity of their Parents. 

97. The common Fire brings forth its Fruits very 
flowly, whether they be Stones, Minerals, Ani¬ 
mals, or Vegetables. 

98. And fo do likewife the warm and dry Sun, 
and moift Earth: but when we afiift Nature with 
Art, then file works much more fwiftly, and brings 
her Fruits to maturity in much fhorter time. 

99. The Meteors in the Firmament which are 
made of Fire and Water, efpecially Thunder and 
Lightning, produce fomecimcs Stones, and caft them 
to the Earth. 

100. A common fulminating Powder made of Sul¬ 
phur, Nicer and Tartar gives a ftinking offenfive 
fmoak, corrupting fome things, and meliorating 0- 
thers : whereas a Fulmen prepared of Niter, Jupt- 
ter and Mercury, yields a particular tinging mercurial 
Water. The Fulmen of Venus tinges Mars into Cop¬ 
per, that of Lune graduates Venus into Lune ; and 
the Fulmen of Sol graduates and tinges Mars into 
Sol. 

The univerfal Fulmen of the great Tinfture gra¬ 
duates all Metals into Scl, which God of his mercy 
grant unto us, Amen. 
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THE FIFTH CENTURY. 


The beft particular and cheapest Univerfal. 

i . IT THEN with the help of Sendivogins his Cha- 
VV lybs , or Glaubers Magnet, we have ex- 
trafted the colour from Sol, and again reftored it 
through Venus and Antimony, we may by oft repea¬ 
ting thefaid extraction and reftorarion get great profit, 
this being one of the belt particulars that can be. This 
multiplication of Sul may very well be compared 
with the generation of Alan, for as a Man in gene¬ 
rating, doth with meat and drink reltore the lots of 
his Seed, by which means he continues the laid mul¬ 
tiplication for a lorg time, by turning the meat he 
eats into Prolifick Seed; lo likewile the Chymilt 
changeth Venus, Mars , Jupiter, Saturn, Mercury and 
Lune into Sol, by feeding the dif-fpirited Sol that has 
loft its colour with them, reftoring it ro its former 
ftrength and vigour. 

z. The Sperm of Man is not the Seed cf Man, 
but onely the Shell and receptacle thereof, as may 
be feen in Old Men, whole Sperm is unfit for ge¬ 
neration by reafon of the weakneft of their viral 
Spirit. 

;. So likewile the Seeds of Vegetables, are not all 
pure Seed, but the Houfe and Vehicle thereof, that 
is, of the growing and multiplying virtue, which 
appears in that when the Seeds have been kept lo 
long till this viral virtue is exhaled from them, they 
never bring forth any thing. 

4. No more can Sol be laid ro be the Seed of me¬ 
tals, but onely the receptacle thereof, for the Seed 
is not the whole Body, but onely the lively colour 
of the Body, and the vegetative and multiplicative 
virtue that is hid in it. 

5. Now as the Seed of Vegetables is more perfect 
and noble than the Vegetables, lo likewile is mature 
fixt Sol, more perfeft than Mercury, Saturn, Jupiter, 
Venus, Mars, though in the imperfeft metals alfo a 
Seed be hid, but not lo fixt and good as that in Gold. 

6. The imperfeCt metals may be compared to an 
Herb, whole Seed is not yet ripe, which being pur 
into the ground cannot grow or multiply* but rots 
in the Earth. 

7. The virtue of Corals lies not in their whole 
Bodies, but in their colour ; and therefore Paracel- 
fus bids us not to make ule of Corals in fubftance, 
but exrraCt their TinCture, and ule that for Phyfick, 
wherefore allb he rejects white Corals, as being an 
unripe Fruit, from any ulein Phyfick. 

8. For rhis realon allb the immarure gray Pearls, 
which are frequently found in Cockle Shells in frefh 
runningwaters, are looked upon as ulelefsin Phyfick. 

9 And this nor without realon, for as unripe 
Grapes are the caule ol griping of the Guts, and hurt 
the Body ; lo ripe Grapes nourilh and ftrengthen 
the lame, efpeciallv when by fermentation they 
have quitted their Heces. 

10. All imperfect metals fubvert and trouble the 
Stomach, and caufe vomiting and purging, and that 
bv realon ol their unripenels 

11 . Whereas on the contrary Sol raken into the 
Body caufeth not the leaft alteration, but powerful¬ 
ly ftrengthens the lame when reduc'd to Potabi¬ 
lity. 


* J” Thus Sul may be compared to ripe Grapes, 
which when eaten raw, do indeed no hurt to ih<t 
Body, but rather affords lome nounfhmcnt, \ et 
cannot ftrengthen the Hearr, Brain, and whole Bo¬ 
dy, and make a chearfull minft; but when by fer¬ 
mentation they are delivered from their skins and 
other impurities, they readily and as it wore in a 
moment perform all this. 

1;. In like manner when Sol by fermentation 
hath laid alide his grols Body and become Spiritual, 
if then made ule of, it not onely nourifheth as ripe* 
Grapes, but exerts its virtue like a Spirit or Cb Ei- 
fenceofWine, penetrating the whole, and making 
it lively, ftrong and vigorous throughout. 

14. Neither do the other metals difplay their hid¬ 
den virtue, untill by fermentation and diftillation., 
they be fubtilized and their grols Bodies laid alide. 

1 j. Thus when lame by fermentation and diftil¬ 
lation is fubtilized, rhen it draws away all Difeafes 
of the Brain, and corroborates rhe fame exceedingly 
even as Scl dorh the Heart 

16. Venus fo purified ftrengthens the Reins and 
procreative faculty. 

17. The volatile fweet Spirit of Mars, removes 
all obftruftions whatfoever, provokes the terms in 
Women, and opens thcHtemorroides in Men. 

18. The fweet Spirit of Saturn cures all inward 
and outward hot Diftempers. 

19. The fweet Spirit of Jupiter cures all Diftem¬ 
pers of the Lungs 

20 The volaltilc Spirit of Mercury cures the ve¬ 
nereal Diftcmper. 

21. N. B. Thefc volatile Ipirits of metals muft be 
cautioufly uled, as being of very great force 

2 2.The manner of preparing them, may be leeniri' 
my Book of Fires, but inoft plainly let down in my 
defeription of the moft lecrer Sal Armoniack ., 

23. All Spirits aft according to their nature and 
property either good or ill, as the Bodies are good 
or evil from whence they are taken. 

24. The Spirit quickens, the Body or FUJI) profits no¬ 
thing, faith Chrifl, John 6 . 

25. Thefe words are ill interpreted, when under¬ 
stood by Ibme, as if Spirits onely were ol ule, and 
Bodies not at all, which is a great miftake, as it 
is applied by Ibme. 

26. Indeed in Metals, Vegetables and all Animals 
without the ule of realon, who grow, move, and 
live, by the driving of their in-born Spirit, it does 
hold true, for when their Spirits are by Art fepara- 
ted from their Bodies, rhe faid Bodies are thence- 
lorward of noufe, as being upon the leparation of 
their Spirit, dead and without all virtue. 

27. But the cafe is different with Man, who being 
created in the Image of God, and endowed belides 
his Animal Spirir, with an immortal Soul, which 
latter onely arid immediately derives from God, and 
not from nature, as the mortal Spirits of Animals 
do. 

28. Wherefore Pythagoras was much miftaken, in 
believing thar the immortal Souls of Men, when de¬ 
parted from their Bodies did immediately enter into' 
thole of Beafts. 

29. Which miftake of his feems ro have been oc- 
cafioncd hence, b ecu ule he knew how by Art 10 
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take away the Soul, i. e. Timfture from Sol , and 
transfer the fame to an imperfect metal, thereby 
making the fame in all things like to true natural 

Sol. 

30. Certain it is that this may be done by art, 
for the fixt Body'of Sol may be deftroyed, its Soul 
extrafted, and by being joyn’d to another metal 
make it good Sol. 

31. When this difanimation ofSo/is duely perfor¬ 
med, the Body is lefevholly dead, and is in all things 
like a volatile unmallcable mineral, and cannot en¬ 
dure the teft, but fumes away like Arfenick with a 
little Fire. 

;i. But in cafe this difanimating of Sol be not 
rightly done, fo that the Body continues as white 
as Lime , and malleable ( which is a fign that fome 
life is ftill left in it ) then his Colour may be refto- 
red again by means of imperfed minerals, as well as 
his former fixedncfs in the Fire. 

11. But when the Body of Sol will no longer en¬ 
dure the fire, but goes away in fmoak, then we can 
fay it is truly dead and no more Sol. 

34. He that finds difficulty to believe this, let 
him readc Paracel [ns, Sendivogius and other Philo- 
fophers. 

3 J. Sendivogius faith, Our 6Yff/,that is,our Magnet, 
can draw from the Rayes of the Sun, what many have 
fcught for and not found ; if this our Magnet copulate 
eleven times with Sol, the Sol becomes weakned almofi 
to death, and the Steel or Magnet [hall conceive and bring 
forth a Son more illuftrious than his Father. 

36. From which words it appears that Sendivogius 
had the Art to difanimate Sol, elfe could never have 
writ fo plainly concerning it. 

37. It is certain alfo that there are fome, that at 
this time can do as much within a few hours, I ha¬ 
ving lately been an Eye-witnefs of the fame, with 
three other perfonsin company. 

38. It is not neceirary to fay any more how this 
cheap and fpeedy way of difanimating Sol is to be 
performed ; forafmuch as all the Philofbphers wri¬ 
tings are full of it. 

39. Flowever to pleafure the unskilfull I will add 
thus much, that this may be done four feveral 
ways. 

40. Bur the eafieft and cheapeft way is by means 
of Spirit of Wine, and a microcolmical faline Spirit; 
yea this extraction may be performed by a Spirit of 
Wine alone, without any animal Spirit, or by an 
animal faline Spirit without the Spirit of Wine. 

41. If this were not fo, we might have reafon to 
accufe both ancient and modern Philofbphers of falf- 
hood, who tells us that Adam brought the Philofb¬ 
phers Stone with him our of Paradife, and after his 
death took it with him into his Grave. 

41. Which words may feem flrangeto fome,foraf¬ 
much as he was driven bare and naked out of Pa¬ 
radife. 

43. Yet the Authority of thofe whoaflert this be¬ 
ing fo great and inconteftable, it cannot well be cal¬ 
led in queftion. 

44. What therefore the Philofbphers meant by 
this Stone which Adam brought with him 'out of 
Paradife, is well worthy our Enquiry. 

45 The Philofbphers commonly fay our ftone is a 
ftoneand noftone.c^c. which implies thus much, that 
ro outward view iris a ftone, but in deed and in ver- 
tne, a Concentrate form of Sol. 

46. Wherefore Petrus Bonus faith. We do not fek 
Snl, but the form of Sol. 


Part II 

• 

47. What is then properly this form of Sol l 

48. Anjw. It is a fubftance which to outward 
view looks like a contemptible ftone, and yet is of 
fuch fuperlative Vcrtue, that when jovned with im- 
perfeCl metals on the Fire, it tranfmutes them into 
the higheft perfection of Sol. 

49. It may further be demanded, whether Adam 
brought fuch a matter with him out of Paradile, 
whereby this tranfmutation of metals into Sol may be 
performed ? 

50. Anf. Yes he did bring fuch a matter with 
him out of Paradile, and after death took it with 
him to his Grave, wherewith all Difeafes of mankind 
may be cured, and all metals changed into the fineft 
Sol. 

51. If this be fo, might fome fa.y,Adam muft either 
have been very blind, in not difeerning the Trea- 
fure ho was poffefled of; or very envious in not com¬ 
municating the fame to his Poftcriry. 

52. I cannot believe that Adam, out of envy 
withheld this fecrct from his Children, but rather 
fuppofe that the blindnefs into which his fall had caft 
him, was the caufe of his not percieving the great 
Jewel he had .about him. 

53. But how could he be blind, who was made 
by God himfelf, and after his own Image ? 

54. Adam was certainly blind, and his blindnefs 
proceeded from his Pride, bccaufe he alpired to be 
liketoGod;he was not blind as to his outward Eyes, 
but his heart was blinded, w r hich is by far the worft 
blindnefs of the two: For all fin and wickednefs 
blinds the hearts of men, that they cannot percieve 
the folly of their doings. 

$5. Thus Adam alfo by means of his difobcdience 
to God, became fo blind, as not to percieve, or be 
fenfibleof the Love that God had for him before his 
Fall, and how richly he had endowed him. 

56 Whence alfo his Children were fo wicked and 
blind, that the one Brother flew the other; which 
wickcdnels hath ftill encreafed in their Pofterity, as 
appears by the deluge, and the dcftruCtion of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 

57. And thus the World from day to day ftill 
grows worfe and worfe, notwithftanding the Exam¬ 
ples of God’s Vengeance againft Sinners. 

58. And all this proceeds bccaufe men are fo ge¬ 
nerally blinded by the Devil in fin and wickednefs. 

59. But to leave this, it may befurther queftion’d; 
that feeing all mankind is become fo blinded through 
Adam's fall, as not ro difeern the Jewel they carry 
about them ; who then was the Perfbn that firft dif- 
covered, that man was the Poffellbur of 16 great a 
Treafure ? 

60. Anf. Who was the firft difeoverer of thisTrea- 
fure I cannot tell, but thus much is certain, that it 
wasanhoneft man and fearing God; becaufe God 
doth not reveal his fecrets to the wicked; wherefore 
Tho. Aquinas faith. Our Holy Art, either finds a man 
holy, or makes him fo. 

6t. But fome will fay, don't we readeofHcathens 
that have been Poffeffours of the Philofbphers ftone ; 
and how can we imagine that thole who have no 
knowledge of God, and arc blinded with fin, fhould 
ever be able to find out fo great a Mvfiery? 

62. Anf. Thofe Heathens that have been Poflef- 
fburs ofthisgreat fecret, were not without the know¬ 
ledge of God ; for they lived according to the Law 
of Nature, honouring God and loving their Neigh¬ 
bour; wherefore alfo God accepted of them. ^ They 
learnt to know God from his Works of \ Vonder, 
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and according to their knowledge, loved, honou- 
red and feared him ; and (o were made Partakers of 
his grace, light, and the knowledge of his fecrets. 

63. We are alfo to know that the Ancient Philo 
fophers know more than one way to attain the Phi¬ 
losophers Stone ; though indeed the mod of them 
fought it in minerals and metals, which is the longeft 
■ wav. 

64 And that becaufe it is impoffible to change the 
metallick fpecics, without bringing metals back into 
their firft matter. See my Treat ife of the principles of 
metals, and the {event b part of my Pharmacopcca Spa- 
gyrica. 

65 But others have taken a - nearer way to attain 
this fecret; andtofome Chriftians God hath been 
pleated to difeover the fhorteft way of all, by revea¬ 
ling unto them that he made Adam every way per¬ 
fect, giving him all that was neceflary, either for his 
Soul or Body. 

66. Now that Adam could not difeern how richly 
God had endowed him, was his own fault, becaule 
he was difobedient to God, following the deceitful! 
Serpents advice. 

67. And after this manner doth the Devil yet 
daily deceive Men, by perfwading them to do a- 
gainft the commands of God, and that their difiobe- 
dience fhall not bring any fuch mifehief upon them 
as God’s threatnings feem to import. 

68. This then is the realbn why Men do not un¬ 
derhand the fecrets of God, becaufe they give too 
much way to Sin, whereby they become blinded, 
that they can neither fee nor hear the good that 
comes from above. 

69. Now the reafon why mofl of the Alchymifts 
have fought for this great gift of God in minerals 
and metals, and efpecially in Sol, is this, becaufe 
their intention was to multiply Sol, which they 
fuppofed could no way better be done than' by fow- 
ing it like other Seeds in the Earth, but could not 
imagine that befides common Sol, there were other 
fubjedts, wherein the ^/-making virtue did refide. 

70. Which opinion of theirs was probably groun¬ 
ded upon that faying of the Philofbphers. II bat you 
fow, that you will reap. 

71. This feems at firft fight very rational, that 
from filth or excrements no good, and fo no Sol can 
come ; but let us hear the other fide alfo, and we 
(hall be orherwife informed. 

71. For the Philofbphers fay that their Medicine 
is Vegetable, Animal and Mineral ; fo that Vegeta¬ 
bles and Animals are nor excepted. 

7;. Albert us Magnus, writes that the greateft mi¬ 
neral aurifving virtue is in Man, and efpecially in 
his Head between the Teeth, and proves it; becaufe 
in dead Mens Skuls he had found grains of Se/ftick- 
ing between the Teeth. 

74. The fame is alfo confirmed by Thomas Aqui¬ 
nas, Rhafis, Janus Lacsnius, and others. 

75 There is alfo an old Book, whole Authour is 
unknown, which treats at large of that fubjedt which 
Adam brought with him out of Paradsje, wherein 
the Operator is warned to have a great care of the 
fumes of the matter as he would avoid the Plague, 
or the moft deadly Poyfon. From this Authour 1 
have alledged fbme paflkges in my other Writings, 
and (hewed that the Philofophers Stone may be 
prepared of any fubject vvhofe Elements may be fe- 
parated. 

76 Now certain-it is that from all Animals and 
Vegetables, the Elements may be feparated, and 


consequently follows, that from all Vegetab’e and 
Animal SubjeRs, rhe Philofbphers Srone, or univer- 
fal Medicine for the Bodies of Men, and Metals 
may be prepared. 

77. Mortemts Rmasv.'s, who prepared this Medi¬ 
cine for King Cal id, declares tint he took the fubject 
matter of it from Man. 

78. For when the King asked Mtrienns, in what 
kind of fubjedt the Philofbphr-s Stone was to be 
lookt for ; he anfwered, the Medicine is in thv telf 
O King; wherefore alfb after that he had hnifhed 
the Work, he wrote round about the Glafs, in which 
the Medicine was, thefe words : He who carries all 
about him, needs not the help of another. 

79 - Thereby intimating, that he always carried 
about with him, whatfoever was neceflary for the 
preparing of the Medicine, and therefore did not 
Hand in need of the King's ailiftancc. 

80. This fame honelt Alorienus, writes plainly 
concerning the preparation of this Medicine, and 
doth as it were with his finger point us to the matter 
in thefe words of his, quoted by Arwldus de villa 
nova ; Grind the Pblegmatiek and Chilerick with the 
Sangtun , until! it become a tinging Heaven, &c. 

8 1. Arnold us explains thefe words of Moriemts 
thus: 7 'he Pblegmatiek is cold,as Mercury ,the Sativum 
is warm and mo if, as the Sol cr Gold, the Choleric k is 
hot and dry, as Sal Armotiiack: intimating that of 
thefe three, Mercury , Sol, and Sal Armoniac , the 
Philofbphers Scone is to be prepared. 

8i. But that he meant not this concerning com¬ 
mon Mercury, Sol, and Sal Armotiiack is apparent 
from this, that Alorienus, as foon as he had prepared 
the Medicine for the King, went away privately, 
without expedting any reward from the King ;’ic 
alfo appears from the anfwer before mentioned 
which he made to the King, that he ipoke of fuch a* 
Mercury, Sol, and Sal Armotiiack which every Man 
carries about with him. 

85. This is abundantly confirmed by all the Phi¬ 
lofophers that went his way, forafmuch as they de¬ 
clare that no charges are required to the preparation 
of it, that their fubjedt is a contemptible matter caft 
out upon Dunghills, and trod under feet, and that 
the Poor have it as well as the Rich. 

84. Alorienus yet more clearly intimates this, in 
telling us that the matter whillt it is preparing, ex¬ 
hales a fmell like to that which comes fron/ the 
Graves of the Dead, which is a very offenfive fmell. 

8j- Now like as Vegetables whillt they are putri- 
fying give forth an ill (cent, and Animals a worfe, as 
appears in the (link of rotten Eggs, and the putre- 
fadtion of Man’s Blood, efpecially when the fame 
are putrified in a clofe Glafs in warm Ilorfe Dung. 

, 86. For without putrefaction, there can be no fe- 
•paration of the Elements by Diftilation, and if no 
feparation be made, neither can any melioration or 
exaltation be expected. 

87. We know that every Chaos, as it is a produdt 
of the four Elements, contains many impurities 
and in particular much dead Earth, and Water void 
of all virtue ; and that the Element of Fire alone is 
proper to heal and meliorate Men and Metals. 

88. Wherefore feeing that no feparation of rhe 
Elements can be without a foregoing putrefaction we 
muft conclude putrefaction to be the beginning of our 
Work, without which nogoodend can be expected. 

89. Now he that knows our Horfe Dung, and how 
to putrifie the well known and every where to be 
found moft univerfal natural fubjedt bv means of the 
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lame, he will eafily afterwards by Diftillation fepa- 
rate the molt pure and all things penetrating and 
meliorating Element of Fire, from the grofs Chaos 
to his great fatisfaTion, and make ufe of the lame to 
the aftonilhment and wonder of the ignorant. 

90. Cut in this ftate it is onely good for the health 
of Man ; and therefore in order to its meliorating of 
Metals, the pure Element of Fire mud be firft fix'd 
with Sol , by whic^eans it obtains ingrels into im- 
perfedt Metals, reducing them to the perfection of Sol. 

91. Now when the pure Element of i ire is fepa- 
rated from the Chaos, and reduced to the higbeft 
degree of purity, then it ftinksno more, neither is 
poifonous as it "was before purification, but is an An 
tidore againlt all poifons whatfoever , wherefore 
alfo rhe Philolophers have called their Medicine The- 
riaca. 

9z. But all this is to be underftood onely of that 
fubjedt which every man carries about with him, 
and brings with him out of his Mothers Womb. 

93. If any one following the Letter of Morienm , 
fhould take for his fubjedt common Mercury, Sol and 
Sal Armomack, neither will he be miftaken, but if 
he rightly proceeds will have a good Work, though 
it be not at all neceflary to make ufe of common Sol 
and Mercury , becaufe our natural fubjedt contains 
both a living Sol and Mercury. 

94. It is no prejudice to our Animal Subjedt, if 
we join Minerals with it, becaufe our Sol joins it feif 
with all fubjedts, and unites it (elf readily with them. 
But if we be ignorant of the due proportion and 
compofition of So/, Mercury , Sulphur, or any other 
metal or mineral, then it is better to prepare our 
Medicine out of this one fubjedt onely, becaufe fo 
there is lets danger of erring, as I can witnefs by 
experience. 

95. I have alfo found by experience that this Mi 
crocofmical Subjedt is alone fufficicnt,without the ad¬ 


dition of any minerals or metals, to meliorate all 
imperfedt metals. 

96. As to a particular this of all others hath pleas'd 
me belt, viz,. Recipe common Sol , and with the help 
of our Magnet difanimate it fo, that it may be no 
longer Sol, as not enduring the Teft, and (moaking 
away with a finall Fire like Arfenick. 

97. Then take this Sol and conjoyn it with our 
Microcofinical Subjedt, with which digeft a (olution 
of Lune, by which means the Lime will be meliora¬ 
ted, and on the Cupel leave Sol to good profit. 

98. But if we joyn common Mercury and common 
Sol with it, and eaft this mixture into a (olution of 
Mars, and digeft it for feme days then the pure ■ Sol 
and eafily flowing Mercury graduates a good part of 
the grofs and difficultly flowing Mars into good Sol, 
to the great latisfadlion of the Artift. 

99. And if we unite Lune and Jupiter therewith, 
and eaft this mixture into a (olution of Venus, and di¬ 
geft it the moift way, then by means of our fecret 
Salt thefc two white united metals change the red 
Venus with little loft of weight into good Lime that 
will abide the Teft. And it is indeed matter of 
wonder, that our univerlal Salt, fhould be of fo 
great virtue, when (ermented with white or red 
metals, to change other imperfeft metals into good 
Sol and Lune on the Teft. 

100. Wherefore this (hall be my conclulion, that 
in Man is hid the greateft virtue of changing all me¬ 
tals, as well as the Bodies of Men, both univerfelly, 
and particularly ; which if intended for the melio¬ 
ration of metals, the adding of fixt Sol and Lime for 
a ferment will facilitate the ingrels inco other metals, 
and further diffufe its tinging virtue. 

N. R. I fhall not be (arisfied till I have given a 
fuller and plainer defeription of this Royal Labour, 
which 1 intend to do in the lixth Century, if God 
permit.- 
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Novum Lumen Chymicum: 

ORA 

Cii 

NEW CHYMICAL LIGHT. 

Being a Revelation of a certain new invented fecret, never 
before manifefted to the World. 

Whereby a clear and unextinguifhable light is fet before the Eyes of the 
blind World, and, as it were, palpably demonstrated, that good Gold may 
he found and attained with profit, every where throughout the whole 
World, as well in cold as in hot Regions, lo that in all thofe places, where 
Sand and Stones are found, a Man cannot fet his Foot, where, not onely 
Gold, but alfo the true matter of the Stone of Philolophers is afforded. 

READER, 

I will now addrefs my felf to the difeoveriug of the wonders of God, not hitherto heard of ; 
to wit, that throughout the whole Earth, no lefs in cold than in hot Countries, where there are 
Sand and Stones to be had, good Gold may be extracted from thence with profit. Becaufe a 
Man cannot fet his foot in any place where Gold doth not ex if. Neverthelefs Chalk, or Lime- 
Stones, are to be thence excepted ; becaufe they onely feldom or never contain any thing of Gold\ other- 
wife all fandy and rocky Stones, all Flints of what colour foever, as alfo all Sand , fine and courfe , 
all fandy Stones upon high Mountains, in deep Valleys, in the bowels of the Earth, in Bonds and 
Rivers, and laflly, all the Sand on the Sea-fhore, none excepted , although it hath as yet obtained 
no colour, but be white and clear. The which indeed will feem incredible to very many, but is af- 
ferted by me as afincere truth, which 1 never found, by reading or hearfay, bur have proved by many 
and various experiments. Some of which 1 will here fet down for the confirming and demonjl rating 
the truth of my Writings, that by thofe, all Men of a found mind may be able to difeern, that my 
Affertion is no Dream , nor fabulous trifle, but fufficiently founded upon experience in the light of 
nature. 

Therefore 1 would not have thee judge of thofe things which thou underftandefl not, nor canfl not at 
prefent apprehend, but remember that the wonders of God tr iumph with magnificence and power. 
But fearch out thofe things in every part before thou prefumefl to interpofe thy immature judgment. 
And although in the proof thoujhouldft be miftaken as may eafily happen to one making try a l, yet do 
not impute the err our to my Writings, but rather to thy own unready Wit. For / will here write 
nothing but what 1 have oftentimes performed, and can yet perform at any time. Confult other 
fearchers after this matter , among which I think all cannot err, in a matter fo eafie, that even a Boy 
of ten years of Age may apprehend it, for what belongs to the poffibiliiy of it, but it will be evident 
to many of them with me. That there is Gold in all Sand and Stones, through all places of the 
World. But there is no need that 1 fhould here fhew the way of ext railing it from them, in a great 
quantity or large ufe, but rather 1 fhall beware, that I put not fo fharp a Dart into the hands of my 
Adverfaries, to wound my felf, for 1 have publifhed this to gratifie candid Friends, not Counterfeits, 
but leaf of all the Compilers of notorious Libels, in which opinion, / will remain and acquiefce. 


We 
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W E will now proceed to the Trial whether thofe 
things which I have here written be true, and 
are able to abide the Examen of the Cupel, to wit, 
that in all Sand, there is good Gold. 

Toe frft Specimen of Probation. 

R Ecipe one Ounce of white Sand or Flint, which 
you efteemto be altogether void of Gold, with 
which mix three flirts of Minium, or of any other Afhes 
of Saturn. Put this mixture into a Wind Furnace, or 
to tlie Bellows, let it flow well together for an hour, 
and it will turn to a yellow glafs; fuller it not to 
Hand too long left the glafs of Saturn perforate the 
Crucible, and run outinto the Afhes. Pour out the 
glafs and powder it, and mix it with half its weight 
of Sal Aleali or Pot afhes, put this mixture into an 
Iron Crucible, into which you have firft: put fome 
bits of Iron, or old Nails; give fire and caufe the 
matter to How, and the glals of Saturn will be con¬ 
tinually reduced by the Mars, and at length return 
into Lead : Pour it out into a Cone, and the Regu- 
lus of Saturn will fink to the bottom, and the Sand 
or Flint will be uppermoft as a drofs. After all is 
cold, take our the Regains of Saturn, which hath 
drawn to it felf fo great a roughnefs and blacknefs 
from the Iron, that it cannot eafily be cupellated: 
which you may remedy thus: put this black Rega¬ 
ins of Saturn into a Crucible in a Wind Furnace, 
caufe it to flow well ; and if there be of that one 
Ounce, call upon it a Drachm or fomewhat more 
of Salt-peter, and make them flow together, then the 
Salt-peter will attract the roughnefs from the Saturn 
and turn it into Scoria. Which being poured out and 
the Regains of Saturn feparated from the Scoria , it 
will be whiteand tradable, and eafily runneth'upon 
the Cupel. This I call wafhing. But if thou know- 
eft not how to perform this Lotion, which yet in it 
felf confifteth in an eafie labour, put thy'black and 
rough Regains of Soturn'mto fucli an Inftrumcnt ( as 
they call CtXib 0 CljCrbC)or,a clofe Cupel,under a 
covering [or Muffle,] and fuller it fo to be defecated 
for the (pace of half or at leaf! a quarter of an hour, 
pour it out and feparate the Scoria from the Regains ; 
which will be white and tradable. But the Lotion 
by Salt-pecer is much the better 

Of this Regains of Saturn, and of that fame Lead 
of which the Afhes oi Saturn were made,take equally 
the lame weight, exadlv weighed with the Idler 
weights, put each of them apart upon a dephleg- 
med Cupel, futter them to run ; compare one with 
the other, and you fhall find, that Saturn which was 
blown olf with the Sand or Flint to leave behind it 
a grain of Gold, but on the contrary, the common 
Saturn will onely leave a grain of Silver. Who now 
can deny,but that the grain of Gold proceedeth from 
the white Sand or Flint ? For no Gold could come 
from the Salts. This Specimen of Probation is a 
palpable Argument, that Gold is contained in all 
Sand and Flints of what Colour foever. But that 
there is no dilference between one Sand or Flint, 
and another, fo that there is no more Gold in one 
than another, I do nor aflert, for ( in that refped ) 
they greatly differ. Alfo that the Sand of hot Re¬ 
gions containeth more Gold than that of cold Coun¬ 
treys, is in no wife to be doubted, as every prudent 
Man will eafily think. For we have let down this 
Specimen of Probation, onely to the end that you 
may find Gold to be in all the Sand and Flints of 
the whole World. 


R Ecipe' one part of white Flint or Sand, with 
which mix three or four times as much Salt of 
Tartar, or of any other Alcaly, which mixture put 
into a Crucible, fo that it be not above a third part 
full, becaufe this mixture in the melting might rife 
up and run over the Crucible ; let it Hand half an 
hour, that it may be well melted, and it will be 
turned into a white tranfparent glafs. Pour it out 
anddiffolveit in water, or rather in a Lixivium, and 
the Sand or Flint will be dilfolved, and converted 
into a thick Liquor. In this Liquor digeft for the 
fpace of an hour or two, half an Ounce of Filings or 
Rafpings or rather thin {havings of Lead, and the 
Lead will extrafb the fpiritual Gold from the Water 
of Flints, and will thence grow yellow : Which be¬ 
ing taken our of the Water dry, cupel it, and 
you fhall find a grain of Gold. Alfo cupel another 
half Ounce of the fame Lead, and you fhall find a 
grain of Silver, as is commonly wont to be had from 
all Lead, from which you may be certain that white 
Flints and Sand, contain fpiritual Gold, which be- 
cometh corporeal with Metals. 

A Third Specimen of Probation. 

D lflolvc Saturn in Acjua Fortis, and pour into the 
folution Saltwater, and all the Lead will fall 
from the Water like a white Powder: mix three 
parts of this edulcorated and dryed Calx of Saturn 
with one part of Sand, to which add half fo much 
of the Salt of a Lixivium or other Alcaly ; which 
mixture put into an Iron Crucible, into which you 
have firft pur fbme bits .of Iron, which being cove¬ 
red, futfer it to melt for the fpace of full half an hour, 
untill the fliarp Spirits of Sale which were in the 
Lead be mortified by the Iron, for then the Saturn 
is reduced and rendered corporeal, which being 
poured out into a Cone, the Regains of Saturn falleth 
to the bottom, which you may wafh with Salt-peter 
as we have taught above, or purge it from the Faxes 
on the CrCtb ^CljCrbCI or Muffle] weigh it exadtly 
by the lefl'er Probatory Weights, weigh alfo as much 
of any other common Lead,which is nor melted with 
Sand, cupel each by it felf, and that Lead which 
was melted with the Sand, will leave a grain of 
Gold in the Cupel, but the other common Lead lea- 
veth onely a grain of Silver. Which fufficiently pro- 
veth that there is Gold in all Sand,noneexcepted. But 
I do not aflert that all Sand containeth fo much Gold 
as that it may be thence exrra&ed with profit. Be¬ 
caufe fome Sand is poor, other rich, another richer. 
Therefore whofoever intendeth any profit by this 
ought before hand to know the difference of Sand 
and Stones, that he may not lofe his labour. The 
which may eafily be found out by experience, to 
wit, if you do nothing in great Quantities, before 
you have made trial in leffer, that is, fuch as may be 
performed by the lefler Specimens of Probation. 

A Legitimate and Infallible way and manner of finding 
out and proving every Flint, Stone, and Sand, whe¬ 
ther it containeth much or little Gold. 

R Ecipe four ounces of Sand, Flint, or other 
Stones or Rocks, which you have a mind to 
prove; heat them red hot in a Crucible, and call 
1 chemfo into cold Water, where they will become 
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tradable, and may ealily be brought to fine Powder, 
to thofe four ounces of powdered Flints, Sand or 
Stones, put into a l’mall Glafs Cucurbit, pour two 
ounces of Aq. Rig;/, that the Sand may be well moift 
ncd ; fetthc Cucurbit upon warm Sand for half an 
hour, and the Aqua Regis will attraCt to it felfthe 
Gold which is contained in the Sand or Flint To 
which if two ounces of hot Water be poured into 
the Cucurbit and mixed by a ftrong (baking it to¬ 
gether, and filmed through a brown Paper, the Wa¬ 
ter with the Gold goeth through the filter, and the 
Sand will remain in the Paper, to which if you 
pour a little common Water, and let it run through 
it will takeout the refiducof the Gold, which yet 
adhereth to the Sand, which is to be added to the 
firft. Upon this Solution if you pour a Lixivium, 
but rather Spirit of Urine; that Lixivium or Spirit of 
Urine, mortifieth the Aqua Regis and precipitated: 
the Gold which is in it in form of a yellow Powder, 
from which the Water is to be poured off", and the 
Sol to be edulcorated with frc(h Water, and dryed, 
and that very warily, becaufe Gold of this fort, 
when it groweth hot, fulminateth, (o that it is fhat- 
tered into minute parts. To this fulminating Gold 
if you add a little common Sulphur, and make it red 
hot in a Crucible, it doth not fulminate. If you 
reduce fuch a Calx of Go'd mixed with Borax in a 
clean Crucible, you will find how much Gold that 
four Ounces of Sand or Flint contained. N. B. Ex¬ 
cept the Sand or Flint (hould happen al(b to be im¬ 
pregnated with Iron, which would render the Sol 
brittle and pale. For in that cafe, the So! precipi¬ 
tated from the Aqua Regia, and burned with Sul¬ 
phur would not flow with Borax, becaufe the Iron 
being mixed with it, would adulterate the Probati¬ 
on : But if you cupel fuch Gold partaking of Iron, 
with Saturn , the Iron may be fcparated from the 
Sol, and the proof will be void of errour. N. B. 
That Sand and Flints, may indeed be proved ano¬ 
ther vvay, but feeing this which we have here pre- 
lcribed, iscalie to be praCtifed, we willreftin that. 

But this one thing is alfo neceflary to be known, 
viz,. It is indeed true, that in all Sand and Flints 
thereisGold, as the above mentioned proofsdo wit- 
nels ; neverthelcfs know that there is a difference 
between native,corporeal,and folid Gold,and the vo¬ 
latile (piritual firftEnsofGold For the corporeal Gold 
is eafily extracted by the help of corrofive Waters or 
Salts ; but the fpiritual notfe. And becaufe corpore 
al Gold is always elicited by the benefit of the above 
mentioned Probation it may thence happen, that 
although in white Sand there fhould plainly be no 
corporeal Gold, neverthelefs by the help of the a 
forefaid Probations it would be thence elicited, in¬ 
deed not much, nor no more than what the Lead 
which was ufed for the proof, did contain of Silver: 
becaufe the Lune in the melting or diflolving hath 
attracted to it felf the fpiritual Gold, from the Flint 
or Sand, fo that it is thence tinCted and tranfmuted 
into Gold. Which is nunifeft in that the grain of 
Sol doth not exceed the magnitude of the grain of Sil¬ 
ver, which is gotten from other common Lead. But 
if befides the fpiritual, there be al(o corporeal Gold 
in the Sand, the grain of Sol will neccflarily exceed 
that of Luna, for the Silver which was contained in 
the Saturn doth not vanifh into Air but remaineth. 
and becaufe it doth not remain the lame Silver, 
but palleth into Gold, that change is aferibed 
to the notable Operation of the firlf Ens of Gold, 
or fpiritual Gold in the Sand. Wherefore who- 


foever intendeth to extract Gold from Sand, Flint 

or Stones with profit, ought to know certainly 
before by fmaller experiments, that befides fpiritual 
they alio contain corporal Gold. For I have writ¬ 
ten this Book oncly upon the account of extracting 
from them corporal Gold, leaving the fpiritual 
Gold to Philofophers that of it they may make their 
Stone But neceflitv required that I fhould lightly 
touch at thofe few things. For if according to my 
preferibed Probations, any one in working fhould 
have found a grain of Gold of equal quantity with 
the grain of Silver, he might wonder in his mind, 
which way the Silver had made its efcape, feeing 
that he had found Gold inftead of Silver. Where¬ 
fore I thought it neceflary to (hew the rcafonofthat, 
for the taking away all fcruple from every ignorant 
mind. Wherefore whofoever feeketh Gold from 
Sand or Stones, let him chufe fuch, from which 
corporal Gold may be extracted with profit. For 
they will afford him fuch profitable fruit, as the 
white Sand denicth. But that for the performing 
my Specimens of Probation, I have taught to take 
white Sand, I have done it for this reafon, that I 
might make it evident to every one that there is 
Gold in all Sand, but that it cannot be extracted 
from all with gain. For white Sand or Flint is 
very often void of corporal Gold, but never of fpiri¬ 
tual, by which Silver may be converted into good 
Gold. I might have palled by this admonition with 
filence, feeing that thofe things are not neceflary 
to be known by the vulgar, in afmuch as corporal 
Gold will abundantly fatisfy their defire ; but a Phi- 
lofopher neither wanteth , nor feeketh corporal 
Gold, butonely fpiritual, to prepare of it a TinCture. 
Add, that to him it is fufficiently known, in what 
fubjeCts the firft Ens of Gold is plentifully contained. 
Hence, although the firft Ens of Gold be alfo in 
white Sand, as is manifeft by the foregoing proofs, 
he uleth not that, but rather feeketh fuch Stones* 
for his work, as contain much TinCture. Neither 
alfo doth any true Philofopher fo tie himfelf to this 
or that fubjeCt onely, that he will not elicit his Tinc¬ 
ture from any other, inafmuch as it is evident to 
him that the firft Ens of Gold may be found in all 
things in the whole World. For wherefoever there 
is Sulphur, there may alfo be had the firft Ens of 
Gold, whence a TinCture may be prepared. But 
it is evident that in all Vegetables, Animals and 
Minerals there is Sulphur. For the matter of the 
Stone of Philofophers, every where offereth it felf, 
fo that the poor as well as the rich may attain it 
without coft, according to that faying of the Phi¬ 
lofopher; That their matter is every where obvious, 
and prepared without money, trod under foot and thrown 
to Dunghils. So the true Philofophers fpeak and 
write. But Sophifters, who falfly alTume the name 
of Philofophers, wandring up and down from Court 
to Court, where they offer their fervice for the ac¬ 
quiring the Philofophers Stone, by their lying Fa¬ 
bles, perfwade credulous Noble men, that the mat¬ 
ter of the Stone is to be fought in this or that place 
or mountain, as in Hungary, Tranjylvama, the For- 
reft of Hercynia, Thuringia or Bohemia, or in the 
Rocks of Sueden or Norway, and elfewhere. Others 
again perfwade credulous Perfons, that the Stone of 
Philofophers, can be made of nothing but common 
Gold, and therefore require of their Patrons not 
onely fome ounces, but fome pounds of Gold, for 
their own greater profit. One of thofe Pfeudo’-phi- 
lofophcrs was lately here at Amflerdam, who by per- 
^ fwading 
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(wading certain Merchants, trickt them out of two 
and twenty Marks of Gold, thence to make the 
Philofophers Stone. He indeed put the Gold into 
the Veil'd according to his own manner, before thole 
Merchants, giving to it a continual! Fire But after 
much time being elapled, when they expected to 
reap the Fruit, he, whohad plaid the Philofopher, 
privately withdrew himlelf into I know not wliat 
Countrey, and would not return to take out the 
two ancf’twenty marks of gold. Therefore the 
Merchants themfelves being about to take them out, 
found thole folar Birds were flown, and had left 
onely the empty neft. Which empty neft as yet 
lies in a place in this City, nor doth any one know 
how to Convert it to his own ufe. But if the Mer¬ 
chant had given to that impoflor in hand, onely 
two, or at the moft three ounces of gold, thev had 
not received lo great a lols. But as they unadvifed- 
Iy credited Jiis fine Clothes, and his finer words, lo 
they were intollerably deceived 

A true Philofopher wanteth not fo much gold for 
his Medicine, inafmuch as if he bringeth but one 
half ounce to perfection, it may fuflice for his whole 
life, and may be in his own power to do the fame 
again as often as neceffity fhall require, fo that he 
will have no need to run up and down from one to 
another who are greedy of gold, to blemifh the no¬ 
ble art of Chymiftry, and bring it into hatred with 
the whole World. 

Some years fince, when I had written of thcProf- 
perity of Germany , and from a good intention had 
taught how lVine and Corn might be conce?itrated,and in 
cafe of neccfftty, might be commodioufly carried from one 
Countrey to another , and there fafely kept in Garrifons 
or FortreJJes for future ufe ; fearing that at fometime 
while the Shepherd flept, that moft ravenous Wolf 
the Turk might break into the German Fold, and cue 
the throats of what Sheep he could not carry away. 
Againft which, Tamer with his accomplices, hath 
let forth notorious Libels, and hath every where 
traduced me for a falfe Prophet: Whole Calumnies 
I have not oppofed, becaufe he hath fheltred him- 
felf under the protection of Princes. Moreover, 
this Tamer , with a confort of ruiners of fame, or 
good name, have reproachfully wounded my Ho¬ 
nour, by faWely accufing my Writings, and tradu¬ 
cing them for Lyes: And feeing that almoft all of 
them abide in great Men’s Courts, and have not put 
their names to ther invective Papers, I have not 
indeed been able tp reach them. But yet at length 
thofe Men of darknefs, who have concealed their 
names, that they might give the greater reputation 
to their flanderous Papers, do come to be more and 
more known to me. Befidesat laft the event hath 
(hewed thofe things to be true, which I had predic¬ 
ted fhould happen ; to wit, that the depraved Chrif 
tians fhould be chaftifed by the Turks and Tartars. 
But it is to be pitied that alio Men of better note, 
fhould beenfhared and captivated by the common 
judgment, by reafon of that Company of the De¬ 
vils attendants. For the unerring truth declareth, 
that the righteous fcourge of God, will not be taken 
away from us, before fiich fpoils of a Man’s good 
name bereftrained by the Magillrate. 

Now, to return to our purpofe, to demonftrate, 
that not onely Gold, but alfo fomewhae more rare; 
to wit, a true TinClure is hidden in Stones, and by 
the help of Art may be extracted from them, which 
the Ancients have hinted at in thefe words: Auro 
yu d Melius ? Jafpis, &c. And that there is much 
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TinCture contained in the Jafper, I have long fince 
inculcated in other places of rnv Writings, Paracd- 
flts highly Commendeth Red Talck, Granatcs, Anti¬ 
mony. , and Lapis Lazuli, adding that Tinctures or 
the firft Ensof Gold, may be gotten from them by 
the help of fublimation. Moreover the firft Ens of 
Gold, may alfo be found in other Stones, efpecially 
ill the Hematitis , Scythis , Magnefa of Piedmont, 
Smiris, and others of that kind, in which it is fo 
fixed, that there is nothing wanting to obtain it but 
onely the wav of extracting, and giving it ingrefs by 
Sol. On the contrary, the firft Ens of Gold is in¬ 
deed in Vegetable, Animal, and Mineral Sulphur, 
Vlarcafites, and Antimony, and that abundantly, 
bur fb volatile that Stones are to Lo prelerred to 
them. 

And although my intention in this Book extendeth 
no farther than the extracting of Gold out of Stones, 
Sand, and Flints, yet nothing hinders bur that in a 
few words, l may alfo fhew, that in Stones, there 
is not onely fixed Gold, but alfo volatile, whence a 
true TinCture may be perfected. Which TinCture 
I have not as yec made, bur neverthelefs I am cer¬ 
tainly perfwaded that it is in no wife impoflible to 
be done. For whofoever can render the firft Ens of 
Gold, in Stones, volatile, and draw it ouc by Dif- 
tillation, he will continually obtain a gradatory wa¬ 
ter, whereby he may coagulate every running Mer¬ 
cury into good Gold. But he that knoweth how to 
joyn this volatile Gold with corporal Sol, to unite 
them and procure ingrefs, may thence expeCt a far 
greater good. For the firft Ensof Gold is morecon- 
ducible for the preparing TinCtures, than corporal 
Gold, asoneofthe Philofophers hath fignified in the 
following words : Thou canjl not make Gold or Stiver, 
except thou Jbalt obtain their firfl Ens. The firft Ens 
of Gold, which is hidden in all Vegetables and Ani¬ 
mals, coagulateth Mercury alfo into a yellownefs, 
but not confhmt; but if it (hall be fixed, it alfo coa¬ 
gulateth and fixeth with conftancy, but not before. 

1 herefore it is moft certainly true, that where Sul¬ 
phur is, rhere is alfo the firft Ens of Gold; and 
where there is the firft Ens of Gold, there is alfo 
TinCture. Therefore feeing that Sulphur may be 
found, in all things in the World, even in the finall- 
eft Herb,it folio weth that alfo from every Herb,Wood, 
Stone, or Bone, a true TinCture may be prepared. 
Whofoever will believe, let him, it matters little to me 
whether it be believed or not,l think my lelffatisfied 
in that I have not put that light which I have re¬ 
ceived under a Bufiiel, but have exhibited it to the 
World for information For the light conduceth no¬ 
thing to him who is blind, and refolveth to remain fo. 
You (hall find more in my third Century, as alfo in 
the fixth part of my Pharmacopxa Spagyrica. 

Plow it may be known whether Sand , Fltnts, and the 
like Stones , being pregnant with. Gold , contain much 
Gold , or but little. 

W Hite Sand and Flint, contain the leaft Gold 
of all ; which Sand indeed is never without 
Gold, although it cannot be extracted from it with 
profit. In the white and red , there is more 
Gold than in the white, neverthelefs not always 
fo much as will pay the coft. In the yellow, 
brown, or black, there is commonly much Gold 
contained, whenfoever veins of white or yel¬ 
low Sand run through rhem, and efpecially when 
fuch Sand (hineth with abundance of fniall 
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golden fparks, clolely adhering to each other. In 
like manner that Sand is rich in Sol, which is like to 
Talck, or when Stones are found in it, in which 
there is red or brown Talck, even as Sol is contai¬ 
ned almort in every Talck, neverthelels in fome 
more, in other left. 

All River Pebbles (which although outwardly they 
appear white, yet when heated red hot and broken, 
are ftained with yellowneft, and contain Sol ) arc in 
extracting fufficiently rich in Gold. 

Green, yellow, or blue Stones, being tranfparcnt 
like born [called in the German Tongue Homjteift] 
are alfb for the moft part fruitfull in Gold. Alfo 
all red, dark coloured and black Flints contain Geld, 
with which Iron is frequently admixed, which in 
the extraction is drawn out with the So/,and weakneth 
the Menjlruum, and rendereth it unprofitable. 

All Quarries or rocky Stones, whether they be 
found in the Earth after the manner of DuCts, or 
whether they lie in the open Air, when they are 
coloured , contain Gold. Every Haematites, and 
that which is a kin to it, the Srnins, the Granate, 
and Laps Lazuli, all contain Gold, neverthelels 
always one more than another, fo that fome of them 
aie rich in Gold. 

All Granates contain Gold, and befides Gold, 
alio the firft Ens of gold ; but they are endowed 
with (o hard a body, that A<]ua Fortis cannot ex- 
ercile its power upon them. But there may be 
a remedy found, by whole help their extraction 
may be inftituted. 

In every golden Stone called Chryfocolla, Sapbyr, 
Ruby , Ametbyjl, and Hiacytitb , there is gold, but 
difficult to be extracted. All Fluors or things flux¬ 
ing, which are applied to the Mines of Sol and 
■Lune, for the bringing their Oars to a flux or mel¬ 
ting, whether they be of a violet colour, or purple, 
yellow, red, or green ) are all endowed with unripe 
and volatile gold. Which if you fhall make red hot, 
the colour evaporateth like a green, yellow, or 
red fmoke, leaving the Stones white. But if any 
Man Ihall know how to intercept, and detain fuch 
fugacious Sol, he may therewith coagulate Mercury 
into gold. In like manner from all Stones, in 
which is the firft Ens of gold, a green-water may 
be extracted by the help of Diftiliation, in which 
Mercury coagulateth it felf into gold. The Anci¬ 
ent Philolophers have called fuch a green water, 
their Green Lyon, which devoureth gold, and of it 
prepareth a TinCture for Lune and Mercury. 

Concerning this matter, I could indeed fay fome- 
what more, did not the avarice and improbity of 
Men, who feek nothing but the damage of their 
Neighbour, reftrain me. Flence all thole in which 
any light of God Ihall arile, ought diligently to be¬ 
ware that they communicate nothing of it to wicked 
Men, although they put on the fhape of an Angel. 
For Faith is now no where kept among Men, as 
thele following words of a golden Alphabet do 
witneft. 

Soli Deo tu Con fid as, 

Tromiffts bominum dtffdas, 

Jja's joins fidem fervat 
A *rntindo jides exulat. 

In God alone repole thy truft, 

With Mens pretence be not beguil'd ; 

God onely keepeth Faith, is Juft, 

Which from the World is quite exil’d. 
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If many years ago, I had known thole rh-—gs 
which I now do, it would have profited mey ouch 
in being aware of the dillembled finflity $>/,» impofi 
tours. Bur what is palt cannot be recced : Let 
thefe things at this time fuffice to be lpf. Ten of the 
knowledge of Sand and Stones,every Mjtn ma y look 
further for himfelf, and fearch out ar\s,- learn more. 
If any Man findech any good fjptiC what I have 
written in this Book, let him give God thanks, and 
be mindfull ofthe Poor ; if nor, let him look upon 
himfelf as unworthy to be partaker of it. For I have 
here written more perfpicuoufly, than any Philofo- 
pher hath done before me, in which I reft. It now 
remains that we fliould fay fomething concerning 
the eafie way, and incomparable invention, by 
whole benefit Scl may be extraded from Sand and 
Stones, in great quantity and with a coniiderable 
gain. Which invention hath been hitherto unknown 
to the World, and it is almoft impoffib’e that a bet¬ 
ter fliould be found. But that the learcher into Arc 
may fee that this new invention of mine, is of all 
the moft eafie for the extrading of Gold from Sand 
or Flints,and that the World hath never known the 
like, I have thought fit to Ihew in what this Com¬ 
pendium confifts, and it is thus. It is fufficiently 
known with what labour and cofts the ancient Wor¬ 
kers in Metals, and even thofe at this day, have ex- 
traded, and do extrad Gold from Sand and Stones, 
viz. when firft they burn the Oars or Stones, then 
grind it in peculiar Mills accommodated to that 
purpole, with Argent-vive and water, where the 
Argent-vive draweth to it lelf the Sol, and the Stone 
goerhaway in the wafliing, and the greateft part of 
the Argent-vive is ftrain’d from the gold through 
Leather, which may again ferve for the fame ule. 
Then in Iron Retorts they drive out the refidue of 
the Argent-five, which yet adhered to the Sol, 
which is faved ; then they melt the Sol. In which 
operation they lole much of the Argent-vive , which 
in the grinding and wafliing goeth away: lb that of¬ 
ten times the charge of the Mercury is no left than 
the gain of the gold. Therefore bv this way nothing 
can be gotten from a poor Mine. But this is the 
eafieft way they have to feparate Sol from its Oar 
or Stones. 

Another way is, when they mix the waflied Oar 
(which the Germans call Schlichtj with its weight 
of Litharge, and-melt it with Bellows, then cupel 
the Regulus of Saturn, and lb they obtain the Sol 
which was in the Oar. Which way of melting, is 
alfo dear, becaufe much of the Lead is loft : But 
yet they are obliged to follow this way, who know 
no better. Now I will compare my way with this, 
that it may be evident which of them is the moft eafie 
and profitable. As for my method of extracting, it 
chiefly depends upon four lingular Compendiums, by 
which the operation is rendred eafie. The firft of 
which is a water of final] coft, which maybe copi- 
oufly prepared, without Diftiliation. 

The fecond is a lingular Metal, of which the 
Kettles or Pans are made, in which the Stones or 
Sand is boiled with the water of final! coft, and yet 
are not corroded nor confumed. And when the 
water fhall have dillolved and imbibed the Sol in the 
Sand, the Oar, Sand, or Stones, with the water are 
to be taken our of the boiling Veflel, and put into 
another Veflel adapted to this ule, with a bottom 
all over perforated with finall holes [like a Colen¬ 
der] and firft covered with infide, with a thin Matt, 
then the water will drop down through the Sand 

and 
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.%1 Matt into anocher Veflel placed under it •, more- 
ow] more hot water is to be poured upon the fame 
SanCofomd let to run through it, which water will 
alio extfjd& the gold which as yet remained in the 
Sand. / )rs d after this Elixiviation, theSand, (which 
is now of «> ~> ufe) is ro be taken out of the filtering 
Veflel, anq^this labour to be continued fo long, un¬ 
till no moRvhand is to be extracted 

The third CAnpcndium is this, when the Lixivium 
of Gold, iscolledlcd to a juft quantity, a fingular 
Water of Ifnall coft, is poured into the Solution 
of Gold, whence all the Sol is precipitated from the 
Solvent, the Solvent by inclination is decanted from 
the Calx of Sol, and may again be ufed for the like 
extraction, feeing that it ftill reraineth its ftrength, 
being nothing weakened by the precipitation. There 
fore we may ufe this Solvent a long time. And that 
which is loft by pouring tooandagain,isoffmalicharge, 
becaufe it may be recruited again by the like cheap 
Water. But if one fhould mortifie that diffolvent 
with other conrrary Lixiviums, to precipitate the 
Sol, as otherwifc is worn to be done, and I have 
taught above, about the proving of Sand, what a 
lofs fhould we undergo, if at every time we fhould 
deftroy our Solvent"? Befidcs fuch an extraction is 
coftly and laborious, when made in glafs or earthen 
Cucurbits. 

But this extraction is almoft of no charge, feeing 
that it may be perfected in great Kettles, and the 
Gold thence precipitated without lofs of the Water. 
This extraction of Gold is like the extraction of 
Salt peter from Earth, where the Workmen alfo 
elixiviate one part of the Earth, by the help of 
Water, which Earth they then throw away, and 
in room of that put other Earth into the Veflel, 
which they alfo elixiviate or wafh, and that fo often 
till they have elixiviated all their Earth impregna¬ 
ted with Salt peter. And by the fame reafon we 
elicit our Gold from Sand, as they make their 
Saltpeter. 

The fourth Compendium is this, that the precipi¬ 
tated Calx of Sol, after the Water is filmed from it, 
is taken out of the filter and dried, and by the bene¬ 
fit of a certain fingular good flux, not at all coftly, 
is reduced, fo that in the melting nothing of the 
Gold is loft 

In thofe four Compendiums the whole work of our 
extraction confifteth, as a building ftanding upon 
four Pillars, one of which failing, the whole ftruc- 
ture is ruined. He that knoweth thofe four Com¬ 
pendiums may boldly enter upon the work, to ex¬ 
tract Sol frorti Sand and Stones: for then it will be a 
work of profit ro him, otherwile not, which I have 
declared for the information of every man. 

But that I have made none of thofe four Compen¬ 
dium s manifeft, let no man wonder, becaufe I have 
been fufficienrly hurt by the llanderous Forgeries of 
cavelling Detradlours. For when by reafon of their 
dull apprehenfion, they could not underhand nor 
perform thofe things which 1 had written openly 
and plain enough, they falfly traduced my Writings, 
as abounding with lies. 

Let theft things fuffice to be written at this time, 
concerning the extraction ot Gold out of Stones, 
Sand or Flints : which I doubt not but will be of 
ufe hereafter to many indigent Pcrfons. For al 
though all men fhould apply themfelves to that 
extraction, yet they would in no wife incommode 
one another, feeing there arc Sand and Stones every¬ 
where obvious to all. And alfo the Salts for extrac¬ 


ting are fb plentifully afforded, that nothing is wan¬ 
ting but a man to put his hand to the work But 
Tome one may here objeft and fay : I do indeed be¬ 
lieve Glauber , that in the Sand and Stones of the 
Eaft and Weft Indies, Africa, Spain, Italy, France, 
and other hot Countries, much Gold may be found, 
but who will remove his dwelling thither to extraft 
it ? There is no need that any fhould go dwell in 
Africa, or either Indies, thence to fetch us Gold, 
feeing that it may be had fufficiently in Europe , and 
may be found in all cold places. It is well known, 
that in many' parts of Germany, Gold is elicited from 
the Sand as well of fmall, as great Rivers and Lakes. 
But that more Gold may not be had in Germany, 
which is temperate, than in cold Norway, ot Sweden, 
and lets in Germany than in France or Spain, I will 
not deny. Therefore we need no Commerce with 
thirfty Africa, or America, as that with great peril of 
body and mind, we fhould feck Gold thence, feeing 
that we have it in every Countrey of Europe, and 
that not onely under ground in the Veins of the 
Earth, whence it is to be digged out with great trou¬ 
ble, coft and labour ; but it is alfo every where ma- 
nifeft upon the Earth, where it is much more large¬ 
ly and eafily acquired. The moll famous Monarch 
of Philofophers, I'aracelfus, in his Book of the Vexa¬ 
tions of Alchymifrs faith: That more Gold and Silver 
may be found above the Earth, than in its profundity, 
and that oftentimes a Countreyman throweth a Stone at 
a Cow, which is of greater value than the Price of the 
Cow . Which thing indeed is certainly true, ne- 
verthelefs whofoever will not with Glauber believe 
it, let him remain in his unbelief. In Efdras, 
we reade thefe words: There is much Earth of 
which Potters make their VejJ'els, but a 'fmall quan¬ 
tity of Powder or Du[l of which Gold is made. 
Which words are commonly thus interpreted, 
that, by the words powder or duft of which Gold is 
made, the Writer hath underftood the Stone of 
Philofophers. The which is very agreeable to truth, 
but yet no Earth is found void of metals, neverthe- 
lefs all are not fb rich, as to afford any profit in the 
extradting. On the contrary all Stones and Sand 
( although every of them doth not contain corporal 
Sol fo largely, as to be thence extradted with gain ) 
rejoyce in the firft Ens of Gold, or fuch a Calx by 
whofo benefit Gold may be made. Which powder, 
if we know how to extradt from them, we may 
make it better than Gold it felf. But feeing fuch an 
Aurifick Calx is very largely ditfuftd in Sand or 
Stones, and cannot be thence hammered out, but is 
extracted by Art alone, therefore the blind Cove- 
tours of Gold, with the Ignorant, will not believe 
it, becaufe they know not how to perfedt it. Hence 
an Art of this kind was by the Philofophers kept 
moft fecret, where Faracelfus fpeaking of the firft 
Ens of Gold, faith that it may be elicited by fubli- 
mation. Bafilius writeth that the preparation of the 
univerfal Tindture, may be compared to the diftilla- 
tion of a burning Spirit from the Lees of Wine. A 
companion fufficiently pcrfpicuous ! For even as in 
a great quantity of Wine or Beer, there is hidden but 
a fmall quantity of good Spirit, and the refidue is 
nothing but an unprofitable mud, but neverthelefs 
that little Spirit, by the help of diftillation is always 
extradted from the great quantity of unprofitable 
mud, with gain, and is concentrated into a very 
febrile penetrating Spirit, of which one fpoonfull is 
more to be efteemed than a whole pail full of Lees. 
By fuch means the Philofophers would have us ex¬ 
tradt 
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trad by Art, that firfi Ens or form of Gold being 
very far difperfed in Sand and Stones, and concen¬ 
trate or bring it into a finall compafs, of which, 
but astnuch as the magnitude of a Peafe, is of grea¬ 
ter worth than a huge Mountain of unprofitable 
l^irth. Moreover, this I will not conceal, that 
throughout all Germany, in and about the Rivers 
may be found Stones, which arc fufficiently rich in 
Gold and Silver, and moreover if you break them 
into pieces, you fhall find within them little Holes 
and Caverns, which abound with a yellow or brown 
Powder, which if any one (hall take out, and melt 
it together with Borax, he will acquire Sol mixed 
with Silver. But as ) er, I never faw any man, who 
knew this fort of Hones, and much left that golden 
Calx which is hidden ill them. Which thing with¬ 
out doubt they have palled by, by reafon of their 
negligence,not loving or foeking to know the phyfical 
Magnolia of God. I have found many the like 
Hones in the fiindy Hills about Utrecht, and in other 
Sand pits of thisBclgick Nation, but moreabout the 
Banks of the Rhme, and the Ifle, as alfo the Coaft 
of the Southern Sea, fome of which Hones I have 
yet by me. Alfo in the rough places of IValavia you 
may find much Sand and Stones, which contain con¬ 
tain corporal Gold. But there is no man knoweth 
any thing of them. And this might be of great ufe 
to Children, if they were placed for a time in the 
Shop or Workhoufe of fome Artift, of whom they 
might learn, whence in any cafe of neceffity they 
might be able to fufiain themfelves. But the rich, 
relying upon their own fortunes, think that they 
have Wealth enough for their Children, but if any 
adyerfe fortune fhall chance to befall them, as their 
Houles to be burnt, or their Ships robbed by Py- 
rates of their rich Merchandizes, or be call away by 
Tempcfis, or their Debtours break and run away 
in their Debts, then they know not which way to 
turn themfelves ; and becaufe they have learned no 
Art, whereby to get their living,they commonly dege- 
nerateinto menof adefperatehfe. For one leavethhis 
Wife and Children, and goeth into the Indies, where 
not a few have become a Prey to wild Beafts or 
Cannibals. Another, for a (rnall Hipend or pay, fel- 
leth his Freedom to fight by Sea and Land, untill 
like a mad Dog he is milcrably flain. [ I have heard 
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that it is aCnftom in Germany, that a man may play 
away, pawn, or Jell his Liberty or Freedom, which be¬ 
ing once gone, he becomes a F,ajjal cr Slave to the publick 
Service of the Prince or State, during his Life. ] Others, 
( after they have confumed and wafied all their fob* 
fiance, and have learned nothing that is gainfull in 
their youth, whence they might honefily maintain 
themfelves and Families) betake themfelves to a vi- 
tious kind of life, till they perifh in it. To have 
truely learned Mechanick Arts, indeed helpeth 
much in .fortunate times; but when the times happen 
to be troublefome and difficult, and many men in 
the fame City cxcrcife one and the fame Art, one 
often hurts another, by eating the Bread out o 7 his 
mouth, and reduceth him to ltraits. But if a Phyfi- 
cian knoweth fomewhatbcfidestheProfeffion ofPhy- 
fick, by which he may obtain a Living, he will have 
no need to make fb many Vi(its to the.Sick out of a 
prefling defire and expectation ofgettingmony for his 
diligent attendance. Therefore Hermetick Philofo- 
phy and \ledicine, with their Coufen German natu¬ 
ral Alchymy, are the moft excellent of all Arts, and 
will fo remain to the End of the World. 

Seeing therefore that fuch great Treafures fas 
we have heard ) are hidden in the defpiled Earth, 
and in fuch fubjeCls as are every where trampled 
under foot, wherefore ftiould we not extract them, 
for an honefi maintenance, and defence againfi the 
injury of the times? Why fhould we not leave India to 
the Indians, and have regard to our own Europe, which' 
abundantly affbrdeth whatfoever we need for the 
fuftentation of Life? I cannot but fay again and a- 
gain, that were I but ten years younger than I am, 
I would not ceafe, but for the good of the publick, 
would publickly teach,' anddemonfirate to the Eye’ 
true Philofophy, Medicine, and Alchymy. But my 
glafs being almoH run, I muH commit the care of 
this labour to-others who are younger and have 
greater firength of Body. Therefore in the mean 
time, whatfoever good I can do my Neighbour by 
wholfome Writings, I will not omit." I intend fhort- 
ly ( God favouring my defign ) to publifh many fe- 
crets, hitherto unheard of. Nothing now remains 
but to dole this little Treadle with. 

The End. 

Glory he to God alone , 


Aii Admonition to the READER. 

W Hcttfoever I have written in this little Book of the compendious ext ratling of Gold, out of 
Sand and Stones, is fo true, that nothing at all is to le doubted concerning it: Never- 
thelefs after this Treat ife was gone to the Prefs, another way, and that much better came 
into my mind, by the benefit of which. Gold may he ext rated with a much greater expedition, than 
by the help of the former. Becaufe for the operation of this lafl way, there is no need of any Kettles 
or Pans made of a certain fingular Metal, but the extraction may be made in quantity without any 
boy ling, in fuch Kejfels as are every where in hand, and may be had, fo that one man in one day, may 
by aneafiebufinefs perform the extradion of a thoujand Pounds weight of Sand. Which method is 
indeed much to be preferred to the former. Wherefore 1 could not but alfo notifie this way of extrac¬ 
tion. What feekefl thou ? If I fhall find that thof'e my profitable inventions are gratefully received, / 
will not negleCl ofiicioufly to ferve the publick, in this prefent evil Age, and in the ivorjer to come , by 
publifhingthe fame. With which, benevolent Reader, I commit thee to the Divine Care and Protec¬ 
tion. Dated at Aindcrdam the 16 th. Day of July 166 4. 


Y 


A Spa- 
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Part II. 


A 

Spagyrical Phannacopoea : 

DISPENSATORY. 

Being an exa£t defcription by what means, profitable, ef¬ 
ficacious, and penetrating Medicines may be made, and 
prepared out of Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals; af¬ 
ter an unwonted and eafie method. 


PART I. 


To the well minded Reader. 


S OME or other will perhaps wonder at> and fain know what the reafon jhould be of my defcribing this 
Pharmacopoea Spagyrica, or Chymical Difpenjatory , efpecially when they confider that there are not cnely 
found 'various preparations of divers Chymical Remedies in my Books that I have publijhed , but aljo many 
fuch innumerable Writings of fuch kind of bujinejfes y are publick even from the days of old down to this very 
Jay y both profitable ones (of which the number is very [mail) and alfo unprofitable ones (of which there are a great 
multitude ,) infomuch that it might feem altogether needlefs to commit to the Prefs any more matters of that kind m 
To fatisfie fuch a one that thus enquires , I judge it well worth my while to demonfir ate in this place , that it is not 
cnely very profitable , but alfo highly necejjdry , well todifihiguifi between good and tried Medicines , and fuch as 
are not proved ones y not becaufe you fiould negle£t y corretl y reject y and fupprefs other Mens Writings , and to 
efieem highly of ?nine . No fuch matter , for 1 well know that none can give more than he poJJeJfeth y and if any one 
doth (cut of a candid mind) bring to light any thing for the profit and benefit of his Neighbour y how vile foever y 
and mean the thing be y yet is it to be mofi thankfully accepted of \ and therefore let nobody be fo proud y as to pre- 
fume upon the rejelling of the indufiry and labour of another Man y but rather extoll it with praifes y though he 
himfelf could have done better. And fo by what is here fpoken y I would hint unto you that the very reafon why I 
have pub 1 1fied this fmall Treatife y is this y viz that my inventions may reach out an helping hand to poor afflttfed 
mankind , and that 1 may affifi them in a Chrifiian manner y according to the will and command of the mofi high. 
And although I have already deferibed the preparation of many profitable Medicints y as well out of Vegetables and 
Animals y as cut of Miner als y in my Philofophical Fttrnaces y by the ufie of which in cafe of necejfity y every curable 
Difeafe my be fujficiently enough driven out and carried off ; yet neverthelefs it hath feemed expedient unto me y to 
Jtt forth this little Work under three Parts y each of which parts jhall contain fingitlar Medicaments as for example . 
The firfi Part fl>all comprehend fuch Medicines y as proceed from Vegetables y the fecond Part ,fuch as proceed from 
Animals y and the third Part y fuch as may be had out of Minerals. And this alfo is a primary reafon 
why I have ccmprifed each kind of Medicaments in a fingtdar Work or Treatife y becaufe of the envious 
knowdittles y and foolifi derider s y and defpifers of Art y who rejell all Mineral Medicament s y (but they know not 
their properties) as unfafe at all times y becaufe not taken for footh out of the wholjome Vegetables y (wbofe ufe and 
virtue [_fay they"] hath been approved for many Ages) but out of the poifonons Minerals and Metals , whereto no 
trufi is to be given y and the ufe of them too is to this day very rare y aud their operation too vehement . Now that l 
may fiop the mouths of thefe kina of Men y and that they may fee and know y that I likewife am well verfed in the 
virtues of Vegetables y and their true preparations , together with their purification and fundamental ylnatomy y and 
with their reduction into mofi wholfome and mofi fafe Medicaments , I have purpofed with my felf in my firfi part 
of my Spagyrical Difpenfatory y to treat of no other things fave onely fuch Medicaments as are made cut of known 
Vegetable Simples y vnthout the addition of any other things y (either Animal or Mineral) as for :nfiance y out of 
Herbs y Flowers y Roots y Fruits y and Seeds y their feparation by Art , and their redtiBion into a better form . In the 
fecond part y we will treat of fuch things onely as proceed from , and are prepared out of Man y and other Creatures t 
and fuch as live in the Air y and alfo fuch as live in the Waters. But in the third Part I jhall not defifi from de- 
fendmg thofe Medicaments of mine y which I pttblified fome years fince y and were prepared of Minerals y and jhall de* 
monfirate unto you y that they are not at any rate to be jhttnned or negle£led y if rightly prepared and applied y but arc 
to be preferred far before thofe Medicaments that are prepared out of Vegetables a?j'd Animals . To them I will al¬ 
fo adjoyn the ufe and preparations of feveral other tbings y which I never as yet made mention of. Nor do I doubt 
but that the eyes of the blind will fometime or other be opened y fo as to fee the truth , and confefs it and love it y t» 
the doing whereo f y I pray God y that Eternal y Immutable , and durable Light y the Father and defender of the truth 
to help us. Amen. 

THE 
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DISPENSA LORY. 


Wbat Vegetables are, or what is meant by the name of 
Vrgetables ? 

Y OU are in the firft place to note, that un¬ 
der the name Vegetable, comes all that 
which hath its Food out of the Earth, 
which grows or is encrcafed, be they Herbs, Shrubs, 
or tall Trees with what appertains unto them, as the 
Root, Stalk, Leaves, Flowers, Seeds, and Fruits of 
them, as well cultivated as wild, both of our own 
Countrey, and Forreign, as well the known whol- 
fomes one, as the unknown and hurtfull, whatfoever 
name they are called by, the kinds, fhape, form, 
property, virtue, and power ; of which, may be 
found described by many ancient and later Philo- 
fophers and Phyficians, fo that ’tis needlefs to make 
any farther rehearfal of them. 

My purpofe is onely to tell by what means, and 
by whatmoft excelling way that innate virtue, ope¬ 
ration, and efficacy, which God hath implanted in¬ 
to them, may, and indeed ought, by the dexterity 
and induflry of Man, to be feparated from their 
dead Fsces and Husks, and be concentrated and ap¬ 
plied in a convenient form to Difeafes, and be redu¬ 
ced into a moll pleafant and acceptable EUence. 
But fome may objeft and fay, what good is here in 
bellowing fuch a deal of labour and care to extradl 
the virtues out of Herbs, and concentrate them, 
and foar laftadminifterthcmto the Sick ? Will it not 
be all one,if any one know their natures,virtues and 
properties, (the which may abundantly enough be 
known by the large defcription given of them, in 
the Books both of the Ancient and Modern Phyfici¬ 
ans) and fo make ufe of them, green and dryed, 
according as they are at hand, or elfe firft fteep them 
in Wine, Ale, Water, or any other drink ufed at 
Meals, or elfe boil them therein, or omit the decoc¬ 
tion, .and drink the infufion, and fo adminifter help. 
Will il {.that perform the very fame effect, that the 
well p.-cpared, pure, fubtile, fweet, and efficacious 
effence will i I anfwer that without queftion, there 
is extracted fome kind of virtue out of the Herbs, by 
fuch a kind of infufion in Wine, Ale, or fuch other 
like drinks and is together with the Wine carried 
into the Body, and erfe&sno fmall things, if ic meets 
not with'too much matter that is to be turned out. 
But yet no body will deny but that their virtues be¬ 
ing extracted and concentrated, and taken in a 
fpoonfull of Wine or Ale, will operate more fpeedi- 
ly, and be taken in more pleafantly, and difplay its 
virtues more effectually than the boiled Herbs, or 
its infufion ; wherein by reafon of the virtue of fome 
few drops as it were lying hid in a whole handfull 


of Herbs, we are conftrained to drink down toge¬ 
ther herewith fuch a deal of Wine or Ale, which 
too is rendred very unpleafant and ungratefull by 
the Herbs : This the Ancient Phyficians well obfer- 
ved, and made an accurate fearch many Ages ago, 
by what means they might beft of all prepare Herbs 
fundry ways, fo as to be taken inwardly with de¬ 
light, and be encreafed in their virtues. Thence 
it came topafs thatfo many preparations are brought 
into the Difpenfatories, which abide in ufe even to 
this very day: amongft which there are diftilled 
Waters, Oils, Balfoms, Ointments, Juices, Eleftu- 
aries, Conferves, and fuch like ; the which I do 
not by any mans rejeft, but onely mention how the 
virtues of Herbs may be adminiftred to the Sick 
in a far more pleafant form. It is all one to me if 
theaforefaid and ufual preparation of Herbs be ftill 
in beft repute and fo continue, for I neither fow 
there, norexpeft to reap thence. And fhould I 
need their help (which God forbid) and that I had 
no better to fupply my neceffity, I would give God 
thanks, for his vouchfafing me a part of thofe pre¬ 
pared Herbs,left I be conftrained to make ufe of raw 
Herbs, in thac manner that the Cows eat grafs, but 
yet that I have better, no Body can blame me’ if I 
rather ufe them, and am willing to communicate 
them out oflove and duty to my Neighbour. Veri¬ 
ly no Body is compelled to do otherwife than as 
pleafeth him, one ufeth Herbs in an infufion of 
Wine, another eats them with Vinegar, Salt, and 
Oil, another takes them green as they are, and curs 
rhem fmall, mixetb them with Sugar, and afloon.as 
they are come to a drynefs, brings them into Pow¬ 
der, and takes them in feme Broth; Another may 
thicken them with Honey, and Sugar, fqueeze them 
in a Prefs, and fo ufe them. And plainly ’tis no 
matter what way a Man takes in ufing rhem. Some 
there are that can’t abide any Powders, becaufe 
they ftick to their Gullec and will not pafs 
down into the Stomach, others can’r endure Pills, 
and feme you will meet with to whom all fweet 
things as Honey and Sugar are diftaftfull. And you 
will find many too that can't endure Wine or Ale, 
wherein Herbs have been fteeped but all night. Up¬ 
on this account venerable Antiquity confidered of 
fe many preparations of Herbs, that if haply one 
way did not like them in adminiftring them, the 
Phyfician might make ufe of another wav.andfoMen 
did year after year attemprmore and more the pre¬ 
paration of fweet Medicaments, and fe trimmed and 
adorned their Pbarmncopxa’s daily by little and little 
and brought it to a better flare : And that is thus 
evident (I will now fpeak onely of the Vegetables,) 
m. there are to be found almoft in all well confti- 
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utcd Pham/acopxa't, burning Spirits, which arc 
p, -luced (by dibillation) out of fermented Herbs, 
as 1 . -.vile Sabs,which arc extracted out of calcined 
Herbs nd again coagulated ; alfo extrafts, and (by 
the mel non of the Spirit of Wine) thickned Juices 
arc extract *d ; alio dibi'lcd Oils, and fome coagula¬ 
ted into Bi-foms. And many more preparations ot 
this kind, *. d better forts there are, which have not 
been of an v vt .y long banding, but have been by 
lbtle and li'ttle added by good and faithful] Phyfici- 
ans, all which things do perform as much as they 
ought ( or may be expefted in the rank in which 
they are nor ought any one to throw them 
clear otf. But now if any one knows how ingeni 
oufiy to extra ft the virtue of an Herb, and to con¬ 
centrate it in fuch a manner, as that one onely drop 
dull be of as much efficacy as a whole cupfull of 
dibil'ed Ware, or as a fpoonfull of Powder,’Juice, 
Syrrap, or Conferve. Why J pray, fhould not one 
drop be in all likelyhood more willingly taken than 
a full Cup, or a fpoonfull l That which may be 
done by a tow, needs not be done by a great many. 
But haply fome other will fay, how can I be certain 
char there is a greater virtue in fome drops of fome 
good Ellence, than in a whole fpoonfull of dryed 
and fineV powdered Herbs, or of green Herbs con- 
diced and beaten with Sugar, or than a Potfull of 
- diftilled waters ; now this may be known by the 
virtue, odour, and tab, and that on this wife. If a few 
drops be pur into a potfull of purefountain water, and 
be birred with a Spatula, the (aid water doth then ex¬ 
actly refenib’.e rhe odour of the Herb when whole, 
and doth as to its tab agree with that water which 
is drawn out of the green Herb by dibillation. If 
therefore the odour and tab be there, the virtue 
cannot be far off, befides the ufe willeafily fhew it, 
if both of them are in the proof compared together. 
And this now cannot be com radioed by any pro¬ 
bable argument, for it is clearly evident to every 
one, that fuch a kind of Elfence is an hundred thou- 
fand times more efficacious refpeft being had to the 
quality and quantity of the famej than the Herb 
either green or drytd : Belides there alfo arifeth this 
benefit, that fuch a kind of Elfence doth not at all 
lofe any thing of its virtues though kept a great 
many years, whereas the other preparations and 
efpeciailv the difftiled waters will grow muby and 
putrifie. But an Elfence will (if warily preferved ) 
endure as efficacious above ten, yea an hundred 
years, as it was the very lirlt day that it was made. 
Eorafinuch therefore as tliefe things are without con- 
troverlie thifc, we fhould rather mind the chufing 
of fuch things which being but fmall in quantity, 
are pleafanter and more efficacious than thofe that 
arc of lo great a bulk, which indeed areof littleor no 
efficacy at all. There is no body will deny, but 
rha r the virtues of Herbs are widely difperfed and 
hidden in rhemfelves, and for which virtues fake 
we are forced to take the whole Herb, that is, the 
dead body for that little virtue that lies hidden 
therein, judas if a Man inbead of Bread fhould eat 
the crude wheat together with the balk whereon it 
grows, which certainly would prove very hurtfull 
to the Stomach,and would together with its allaying 
ourlmnger corrupt the Stomach, and make it unfit 
for digeltion. It therefore the Countrey-men who 
are the mob lluggifh and unapteb Men of all others, 
have by a long enurfe of time arrived unco and expe¬ 
rimented this Wiledom and Dexterity, viz. that 
the Corn is not jub as it comes out of the ground * 


in its husk and balk, at all tit for the ufe of Man, 
and do hkewife well know that it is tar more profi¬ 
table (if the grain be firb threfhed out of the Eare, 
then ground final) in a Mill, the husky Bran be fe- 
parared, and then the pure Meal mixed with a little 
watt-rand Salt, or ferment Leaven, and fo the Pab 
(tillered to ferment, and afterwards be baked ) than 
to ufe the crude Corn jub as ic grows, why fhould 
we not ufe alfo the uemob of our endeavours to ex¬ 
craft the molt pure Ellence out of medical Herbs, 
and fo to adminiber them to the Sick ; than to ufe 
the crude Herb as it comes out of the Earth l And 
this I inftancc onely for example fake, that it may 
appear that a legicimal preparation exalteth a thing 
into a far bertcr bate than it was before. And this 
may be demonftrated by fundry examples, if need 
required, but lure here is no body that is fuch an 
unwife Tarler «s to dare to oppofe it. Forafmuch 
then as the cafe bands thus, that an extracted, pure, 
and fubtile Medicine, operates far more fpeedily 
and fafely, than when prepared after the common 
manner, 1 judge ic much amifs to conceal the way 
that leadeth thereunto, and not to give directions 
for the ufe and profit of ones Neighbour. Nor in¬ 
deed can I fay that this invention of preparing Effen- 
ccs of Herbs did proceed firll of all from my lelf, for 
’tis unknown to me what another may either have 
done, or is able to do.' But this I know, that no body 
hath hitherto mentioned the fame either in Writings 
or otherwife, and that this preparation is no where 
known or in ufe. Well be it as it will, whether or 
no others know it as well as I, or have known it be¬ 
fore me, yet it ought to be accompted a good thing, 
that I bring it forth to light for the lake of fo many 
lick People. And it would have been much more 
acceptable unto me, if any body elfe had publifhed 
it before me, and hadeafed me of this labour. But 
that I may return to my purpofe ; I will begin a 
brief but very clear defeription of the way where¬ 
by the virtue of Herbs is to be extrafted and con¬ 
centrated, that fo by this means they may be more 
effectually operative in Difeafes, and be more com- 
modioufly adminibred than the crude and unprepa¬ 
red Herb, and ic is to be done as followeth. 

The Preparation of the Ejfenees of Vegetables. 

T A K E of an Herb clcanfed from the Earth, 
and its withered and putrified Leaves, both 
Root, Stalk, Leaves, Seed if they may be had, as 
much as you lib,but however let it be atihe leaf! feme 
fifty pounds weight, for the Fermentation will not 
fucceed fo well in a lelfer quantity, as if taken in a 
due meafure and plenty. Cut the Herb, &c. fmall, 
pour Water hereupon as much as is fufficient to fill 
your Copper Still, within an hands breadth^of the 
top, urge your fire fbmewhat brong, and (/^eivill 
diftill forth a clear and well fmelling Water'" toge¬ 
ther with a little Oil, which you nnib feparate from 
the Water by a tricory or feparating glafs, and re- 
ferve it apart : then take out the Herbs remaining 
in the Still, put more of your Herbs in, and dibil the 
Water and Oil as before, this repeat fo long, until 
you have dibbled all the Herbs, always feparating 
the Oil from rhe Water, and keeping ic apart. Now 
then all the Herbs being thus dibilled, pour water 
on them again, and put thereto a fpoonfull of good 
new Ale yeafi, and let them ferment together in a 
woodden Veffel covered over for fome three or four 
Days: Then when the Herb begins to leave off 
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working, 'tis enough, and is fitted to fend forth in a 
volatile manner by diftillation its moft pure parts, viz,. 
Salt and Su'phur. Stir rhe matter well with a flick, 
that fo both thick and thin may be well mixed toge¬ 
ther ; fill your Still herewithal, give a fire by degrees, 
that the lleibsburn not too, and the Spirit tall of an 
Empvreume Diftill it with a Refrigarory fo long as 
the water harh any favour, the which you may ea 
lily find by raffing ir often, when the water comes 
forth infipid ceafe from the Difti.lation, keep what 
is diftilled forth in glafles: Then empty your Still 
and fill it again with more fermented Herbs, even 
within an hands breadth of the top, diftil thence the 
Spirit, the which fo long repeat until there remains 
nothing of rhe Herb undidilied. Then havingclean- 
cd the Still and Refrigatdrv, pour hereinto all your 
diftilled Spirits, and teftifie them, take onely the 
ftrong Spirits, pour out the infipid water left in the 
Still; redifie the Spirir again in an Aiembick in H. 
M. and it will again put oft an infipid water; and if 
need be repeat this redification vet once more in a 
glafs Aiembick, that fo the Spirit being exalted by a 
farther operation may become very ftrong and fiib 
til, and its internal Venue may be concentrated 
So then, now take the Herb from winch rhe Oil 
and Spirits proceeded, make thereof fmall Balls 
wh ch dry in the Sun or at the Fire, burn them un 
to Afhes, from which Afhes exrrad the Salt with 
the inlipid water elt in rectifying your Spirir, and 
coagulate it: This Salt you muft again dilfolve with 
more new water and filter, and coagulate it and 
then it is enough. To one part of this Salt, pour 
two parts of the rectified Spirir, and getirly abftrad 
it in a B. M. and fo the Spirit will receive inro ii 
felf afmuchasit ncedeth of the fixed Salt, and bring 
it over with it (elf by the Aiembick : But the fixed 
Salt holds back the Phlegm, which as vet lurked in 
the Spirit. But now the Salt thus moift, if it be a- 
gain fired ( or calcined ) is as good as it was 1 efore 
To this Spirit thus concentrated even to the utmoft, 
pour an half or a third part of the Oil you diftilled 
before out of the laid Herb, mix them togc: her b\ 
fhak ng them well, and the c oncentrared and A ka 
lizar.d Spirit vvi'I in a moment devour his (aid pro 
per Oil, and will all of it be converted into a cleaT 
efficacious and pleaflmr Eflence. In which Eflence 
the volari'e Salt and Sulphur of that Herb are united 
with the fixed Salt, and aieto be accompted of, as a 
p’eafanr, penetrative, efficacious Eflence, and friend¬ 
ly to nature ; rhe which may be mixed and profira 
bly taken with any Liquor: A few drops of which 
have more Verrue than a whole handful! ofthe crude 
Hetb. And this tffence being taken into the Body, 

I doth not onely operate more efficacioufly in thole- 
kinds eft Dileafes which the Herb ferved for before 
its beii g thus prepared, but doth alfo (by reafon of 
its fiibtil purity; more fpeedily difplay its Venues, 
and being exrernaily applied, doth ( by its Odour ) 
corroborate the Heart and Brain beyond all other, 
how fweet and odoriferous foever thickened Oils, 
prepaieu with Civet, Musk and Ambergrefe; all 
which ii compared with this Eflence, are to be ef 
teemed of as a dead Body: For in this Eflence, the 
volatile Salr which is conjoyned with the Oil, doth 
prefentlv introduce ( or lead it inwards , and make 
ir fubnl, even to Admiration. And fo this Medi¬ 
cine (e. ves as well for inward, as for outward Ules. 
And certain it is, that the fweet Odour of any Herb, 
fuch an one as by which the Heart might be com¬ 
forted, as it were in a moment, doth fometimes ef¬ 


fect more than another comforting Medicine taken 
into the Body For the Heart of a Man lives of the 
Air, as a f ifli doth :n the Water, the which being 
pure, the Heart becomes alfn well thereby, and fbon 
the contrary ill. Why fhould a Man love to fmcll a 
Flower, did not the fweet Odour comfort his Heart 
and Brain, and were not his Spirits rctrefhed there¬ 
by. If then the Flower and Herb efteCfeth thus 
much, where the fweet and comforting Spr its are 
as yet encompallcd, involved, wildly diftufed, and 
tied to their dead Body ; what will the Spirit do 
being feparated from the Body, highly depurated 
and again conccnrrated. Befides the daily, and (to 
all ) well known experience, that a p'.eafant Air 
refrefheth the Heart, bur a corrupt and infected Air 
( as is evident in the time of the Plague, doth ( on 
the other hand ) debilitate it, and plainly fuffocate 
it ; It might be an eafie matter to produce Hiftories 
to prove and verifie the fame, bur that it would be 
too tedious but yet I muft needs fer down here 
one or two memorable ones, for the better confirma¬ 
tions fake of my Opinion. JoJepbus de Acofla an z- 
cute and very expert Philofopher, of the Order of 
the Jefuits, wrote a Book ofthe Condition and Pro¬ 
perty of thelfles of the Weft Indies newly found our 
and amongft other things in the third Book, and 
ninth Chapter, (peaks of things no lefs incredible 
than true, concerning the nature of fome Winds 
which (in fome Provinces feituate beyond Chih) leap 
down as it were from the Tops of Mountains and 
Defarts, and faith of them, that rhefe Winds, do (by 
reafon of the notable piercing cold ) not onely caft or 
throw down for dead, the Pallcngers palling that 
way, who not dreaming of any fuch thing are not 
weli pro'v ided againft it, bur doth alfo wholly kill fome 
n.eei Jy from that molt tubtile Cold, fo contrary and 
extremely ininucitious to the Spirits and Life of Man. 
For even as a pleafant and temperate Airdoth preferve 
and chenfh our vita- Spirir, and nourifheth it; fo 
on rhe contrary an intemperate and cold Air, doth 
tuftocare and kill it: The which thing is wont to 
happen to fuch as fail at Sea, for there the Air is 
infected by the motion of the fair Sea, and doth fo 
atfed and debilitate thofe thac are unaccuftomed 
thereunto, and elpecially their Brain, Heart, and 
Vencric'e(aswe laid above concerning the cold Wind, 
in the Defartsabout C hilt) chat ir caufeth men to* 
vomit, their Head and Heart pains them, they loath 
both Meat and Drink, until they are accuftomed to 
the Air, and can well brook ir. Befides rhis ftory 
I will yet add another, to fhew that an infeded Air 
can bring more detriment to the life of a man, than 
any corporal Poylon. lor a corporal Povfon in¬ 
vades the ftomach onely, which by the help of Na¬ 
ture doth eafily expel the fame again, which is fuffi- 
ciently wicnefled by all well known Hiftories, viz,. 
that a man calls our by vomit a Povfon that is 
drunk down inwardly, bur that fpiritua) Poyfons do 
haften to the Heart, to fuffocate the vital Spirit, un- 
lels a man be well armed, and this (hall be inftanl* 
ced unto you by the following Hiftory. 

About fome ;o years ago, there were two Moun¬ 
tebanks at Baris, that had their ftarions not much di- 
ftant from one another, and they did each of them to 
their utmoft commend their own Treacle which they 
fold to the I nhabitants,thereby to difparage each other, 
and each to allure the men to himfelf onely. But 
at laft they came to a bargain betwixt themfelves, 
which was this, each of them fhould defend himfelf 
with his own Treacle, againft the Poyfon the one 
^ fhould 
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ihoaM give unto the other, and thereby defend the 
excellency oi his Medicine. Well,one of them takes 
a huge Toad, fwallows down one half, gives the o- 
ther halt to his Companion to devour, the whico he 
alfo fwa’lovved and neither of them hurt 1 he next j 
day following, the other invites his Adverfarv anu 
ufed this Stratagem. He took a Viper, together 
with a Toad and put them into a Drum, adding 
hereto handlull of Salr, and ordered the Di um 
rob beaten a while with Drum-fticks, with which 
unwonted noife both the Serpent and Toad being 
enraged, breathed forth their fpiritual Venome, and 
filled all the Drum herewith : This done, he bid his 
guefl put hisnnfe to the hole of the Drum, which 
is ufual.y about the middle ofit, for the letting forth 
of the found, who as loon as ever he had drawn in 
the fpiritual Venome, fell backwards and died pie 
fently, not dreaming any fiach matter, nor under- 
handing that the fpirirs either good or bad have as 
effectual operation upon the body, as a corporal 
Poyfon hath. 

I have not inferted rhefe two (lories, to fill the 
Paper up with words, bur to (hew, that Spirits be 
ing feparated and (reed from their bodies, are in 
there virtue and operation an hundred times ffron 
ger than the bodies themlelves are, though conjoined 
with their Spirits. The which thingdorha 1 welltake 
place in fuel) fubjeffs that arewholton eund friendly 
to Man's nature,as in thelchcre reheat fed It is abun 
dandy known how many good ard fubtie Spiiits 1 
have deferibed for the fake of the Sick, in my lecond 
part of Philofophical Furnaces ;->et few aie heie to 
be found that let about the preparation of them 
Amongft w'hich Spirits, that of sa/ <irmcviatk ism t 
themeaneff, which becaufe of its penetrating ant! 
temperate heat) doth exhibit amoft prelenr opera 
tion, and is a Spirit worth all Mens knowledge, and 
worthy' every wheie to behad at the Apothecaries 
Shops. Yec^ I have not as yet feen it any where to 
be had,though Idelcribed afhotcealie way of prepa 
ring ol it: Bur of this (if God w'ill more (hall be 
fpoken in the next part, where wc treat offuch Me¬ 
dicaments as are prepared out of Animals. Such as 
arc their volarile Salts,and fixed ones,wherein a great 
virtue lieth hidden, and aie (in fbme cafes to be 
far preferred before thofe Medicaments that arc 
made out of Vegetables. But yet though it be thus, 

J cannot but admonifh here that good and fubtie 
Medicines are to be circumfpeCtly ufed, and not to 
beadmmiftred to the Sick in a greater quantirv than 
their nature will bear. Good and lound Wine is 
ab’e to comfort, and conferve in health, the Heart, 
Brain, and who e Body of hini that ufeth it aright. 
Whereas another that uleth it immoderately, even 
the fame W,ne is able toinflame and infect his Lungs 
and liver, topdlelshis Head, to bring a trembling 
into his Hands, and a Gout into his beet, to wta 
ken his Sight, and to fill his Reinsand Bladderwith 
the Stone ; and for this end it was never given by 
God, nor gotten with fo much labour, but was cre¬ 
ated onely to ferve for the health of Man. O what 
curious fecrecs do lie hidden in the Wine onely (not 
to (peak of Corn and other Fruits) all which the 
World neither knows nor cares to know, and I have 
determined with my felf to pub'.ifh, in my Vegeta 
ble Work, but yet it is at the pleafure of God, whe¬ 
ther he will permit fo to do or not. It is fufficienrly 
manifeft by Wine alone, that the abufe of a thing 
hurts nor the abufed fubjeft, and the fame may be 
/aid ofother penetrating Medicines, whofe operation 


is according as you ule them Wc d>> not lulfer a 
Child ora Fool neither of which aie < tntos x:ts, 
to meddle with a lharp Kn;te, tor tear eft they 
fhould hurt both rhemle.ves and ethers ton : but 
now a Wile Man ufeth it aright, and kne ws how to 
employ it both to his own and the ufe of other Alem 
If then one hurts another with aKni ; e, the fault 
lies not in the Smith that made it, becaufe he gave 
it luch a keen edge, but in him rather that ufed it 
amiis. 

Thus much I judged it worth the while to advife 
you of, left haplv lomeof.theEffences which 1 have 
deferibed, fhou d undergo a wrong cenfure, as if 
they were too hot, but if they fhould, it may be 
know'ii what anfvver to give. For 1 confefs rhat too 
much heat doth as well extinguifh the Vital Spirit 
(feeing it is ,a temperate warmth that is its life and 
nutriment) as the cold, which is an enemy to na¬ 
ture: and therefore you are heie taught not to 
di ink down thefc fiery Iffences as if they wereyour 
ordinary dt ink, but they muff be wifely admimftred, 
itz>. l, a, 3, or 4 drops at a time according as 
the Patient is, in a fpoonfull of Ale, Wine, or other 
liq ors And fo the Medicine penetrateth through 
the whole body, and performeth that effect which 
Cod hath given it. But this is to be known, that 
the force and ellence of all good and vvholfomeHerbs 
confrfterii of heat, the which by how much the 
moie it is dilated and diffufed throughout the body 
ol that Herb, to much the lefs ob:ervab!e is it; and 
by how much it is contracted, by fo much the more 
vifibly and lenlibly is it apprehended. Whatfbever 
yields a temperate heat, is acce, table and wholfbme 
to nature ; and concrari’.y, whatloever refrigerateth 
too much, all that is immicitious and deadly, and 
tins even every one, to whom nature is in any (mail 
mealuie known, is entorced to acknowledge. 

I he ocatli and deftiu.tion of the life of Man, is 
no other tiling laving a dtifimfitude and contrariety j 
whereby that u Inch is alike and temperate is deftroy- 
and diflipatetl,. u hether it be done by too much 
heat or too much co.d, "tis both on the fame manner. 
1 oo much heaf doth exhault the ftrength out of a 
Alans body, juft as a great fire draws to its felf a 
lelxr. Bur a mighty cold drives the fpirr and life of 
a Alan to the. heart,and is worfe than the heat, but 
yet more intenlible, and this is clearly evident in 
Wine, which being let in a Vellcl at the Fire, the 
bun, or lome warm place, the heat draws to it felf 
the Ipirit* and life of the Wine, and leaves behind 
an inlipid or unfavory matter, becaufe like covets 
us ike; but if a V effe. filled with Winc,be(etin an in- 
tenle cold, that cold doth not attradl the Spirit as 
the Fire did; but hates it as being unlike it, drives 
it into a ittle room into the cenrer of the Veflel, fo 
that having broken the Veil'd and feparated the Ice, 
the t\ it it will be lound whole by it felf, whichother- 
wife,and in the heardid afeend and might be caught 
in a Receiver fet hereto So then, the Spirit is con- 
ffrained as well by too much Co d, as by too much 
heat to lorluke its Soul and Habitation and leave it 
to the power of Death. 

And many things might be fpoken both of the 
nature of heat and cold which aie underftood but 
by few. There lies hidden therein great Arcanumi 
which is not at all fit for the contemners to be ac¬ 
quainted withall. An hoc and temperate Air, 
and the light of the day being difpetfed widely or a 
far of, are the graces and virtue of God. But the 
concentrated hot Air and Light cf the Day, what 

can 
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can they be ciie but God himfelf, the Habitation 
of pure Spirit?. The ilarkfbme and cold night is 
nothing elfe, bur the emitted and widely difperfed 
or dilated curie and wrath of God. But the con 
centrated and dark night is nothing elle but the e 
ternally mortifying power and center of all evil, and 
Habitation of evil Spirits, where is howling and 
gnalhing of Teeth. Do but a little con fid er, what 
is it that a little concentrated handful! as it were of 
the Sun will nor do ? will nor the heat kindle Wood, 
as it were in a moment, and melt Lead and Tin r 
what would not the Sun do if intercepted the 
breadth of three or four paces > without doubt it 
would fuffice to melt Iron and Copper. But it ex¬ 
ceeds all underflanding to guefs if the fhining Sun 
were concentrated a miles breadth what would it 
then do But yet it is likely that it would burn up 
the whole World in a moment, and niake it vanifh 
away in fmoak, fhould the Sun fhine on it in this 
wife. This may be demonftrated by the contact 
and union of the Sun’s beams in Concave one a bur¬ 
ning Glafs. And if we are unable to behold the 
light of the Sun, when a little collected by fome in 
Ifrument becaufe the brightnefs thereof is fuch, as to 
hurt the Sight; who is able to ftand before the Sun 
it fclf, (and \et he is but as an egrefs or out gone 
virtue of God) much lets before Gotl himfelf who is 
the Center of light. And could thedarknefs befocon 
centrated as the light is, what an incomprehenfible 
and dreadfull monfter (fuch as Death, the Devil, 
and the infernal Pit are fhould we fee, which God 
in mercy prevent. For by how much the fairer, ex- 
cellentcr, and more unutterable the concentrated 
light is, as being the divine prefence and clarity 
by fo much muff the concentrated darknefs be the 
more horrible and more dreadfull, for thefe two are 
conrraries. 1 may haply have made too wide a di 
grelfion, but yet thefe things are well worth your 
confideration, thatfo it may even from hence appear 
how little the nature of man is able to abide the ex- 
treams and centers of either heat or cold, for either 
ofthefcisa deathand poifbn, but their temperature 
is the life of a man. rorafinuch therefore as a 
Phvfician ought to be a Philofopher and Spagyriff, 
and fuch an one who hath nature in his hand and 
power, it is no<- difficult for him to find out a true 
temperature,which may give touature that which fiie 
delires and Bands in need of. Thus now it is hereby 
proved, that my Vegerab'e Ellences are not to be 
therefore ftiunned, bccaufe they are in themfelves 
hot, for then we might upon the fame account fhun 
God too, who in himfelf is a confuming Fire; but 
it lies in the Phyficians hands to temperate and mode 
rate thefe kinds of Ellences with proper and fuitable 
vehicles, according as beft cor.duceth to the help of 
the Sick. 

Moreover the external ufe of thofe ElFences is very 
notable in the cold afteftsof the members, in which 
cafe they are a prefent li-lp : for the volatile Spirit 
is as it were a leading vehicle to the Oil and volatile 
Salt, and the u(e of them is pleafanr, if a little Cot¬ 
ton be herewith impregnated, and fo put to the 
Nofirils and Inielt to. It doth mod notably vivific 
(in rime of in'cCted Air) and comfort the Spirits, 
preferves the riem t from the corrupt Air and conta 
geous Vapours. It doth ahbcorrect and refrefh the 
pent up Air in Parlors and Chambers, &c. if the 
G ats wherein they be, be opened and expofed to the 
Air, Tom whence the fubti’e Eilence may be with¬ 
out cealiug clittuled into the Air,- and make the room 


fir.ell fweet. So that whofbever is already in the 
room, or goeth hereinto will be refrefhed #ith the 
friendlinefs of the Odour Nor are the 1 ' very dear 
neither to him that knows how rightlv. *\o prepare 
them, and is not to feck in manual operations. 

But now this method (which l hiVe fpnken of) 
ferves tor fuch Herbs onely as ir ‘y be had frefh 
and plenty, and not fo well for ft -reign Herbs, dri¬ 
ed Spices, Woods, Seeds, and Roots, for they re¬ 
quire another way which is as followed). 


Trocefs for Spices, &c. 

F Orafmuch as that extraneous well fmelling Ve¬ 
getables are not every where to be had, as our 
home grown Herbs are, we muftdeal morefparinglv 
with them, and that on this wife. They muft be 
powdered, and to every pound muft be pur five 
or fix pounds of common water, and be macerated 
(omc three or four days in a warm place (whether 
ir be Root, Wood, Herb, Seed, or the like) then 
put them into a Still and by Diftillation draw accor¬ 
ding to Art fome part of the water, and there will 
come forth together herewithall an Oil of that 
Herb or 1 ruit, which you muft feparate from the 
waters and keep by it (elf, unrill you get the Spirit 
and volatile Salt alfo, the which arc ro be joyned 
with the Oil and be converted into a fweet Eflence. 
Then take out the water that remains together with 
the Vegetable our of the Still,put it in a wooden Vcf- 
fel, and add hereto the water you diftilled and put 
thereto (o many pounds of Sugar as the Vegetable 
weighed. When your Sugar is diffolved in the Wa¬ 
ter, mix therewith new Ale yeft, and let it ftand in 
a warmifh plaee, and the Spice will ferment as if it 
were a new Herb ; when it hath done working, put 
it into your Still, and it will yield a Spirit, like as 
the newtrefh Herbs did,and fuch an one as will both 
raft and Imcll ftrong of that Seed or Wood you diftil¬ 
led, the which you ought to retlifie as is laid before: 
the refidue is to be burnt into afhes, the Saltis to be 
extraded, and. the Spirit to be thence diftilled, with 
which the Oil is ro be conjovned according to the 
before preferibed weight. 

N. B. Now forafmuch as the out landifh Spices 
can fearce be diftilled in quantity enough ar one 
rime onely, fo as to yield Salt enough our of the re¬ 
mainder thereof, it will be well enough, to ufe the 
Salt of another Herb, inftead of its own, or in de¬ 
led of that too. you may ufe highly depurated Salt 
of lartar as a fubftirute, bur yet it is better to ufe its 
own proper Salt, provided it may be had. 

1 his is the true and genuine defeription, how the 
Ellences both of our own home-grown Vegetables,and 
ikewife of forreign and dry Vegetables are ro be pre¬ 
pared. Now remains that we deferibe the virtue 
and efficacy of the prepared Ellences; and this I 
could do, would it not be too tedious, 'viz,, to de¬ 
feribe the virtues and efficacy of rhefeveral Herbs. 
Bur feeing there are already Books that are full there¬ 
of, I look upon it as fuperfluous to repeat the fame, 
but refer the well minded Re*dcr, to thofe kind of 
Flerbals which trear of the virtues of the laid Flcrbs. 
For whatfoever virtues the Herb either green or drv 
abounds withall, its Eflence pofleflech the fame much 
more excellently,as being what is brought into a fmall 
compafs, and fo multiplied: whereas otherwife a 
good part of the Herb goes to the (aid contained 
venues; efpecially of our Herbs here in Germany , in 
which the vertueis widely difperfed.,- and it is there¬ 
fore* 
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fore far more advifedly done to collect them into a 
narrower room.that they may be the more commodi 
oufly adn.iniflred. This moreover is web worth the 
noting ; v) r. that we can fearch out the Venues ot 
all Vegetable? 1 by their Signature, far better than by 
reading rhotetfooks that are compofed of (craps Iron, 
one, and lerafs trom another &c. Neither is it lo 
well always rt' acouiefce in the Writings of the Anci 
ents, who al(o re'maiijed ignorant of fuch things as 
God taught them not, by nature. Pray what Ma 
Her is there ot knowledge that never erred from the 
truth l and who is it that you can in all things lately 
truft ? 

O ! I could wifh, that we could but reade, and 
underftand the Wmingsand Signs of the laid Heibs, 


(need of troubling ones Brains with (o many forreign 
and domeftick Writings, where you dial' find one 
gainfaying another, and fo leave the\ -as doubttull 
what party we were bed addift our fe >es unto and 
be ieve ; but now we may ealiy find out the cer- 
tainryand truth by their lignarure, and difiinguifh 
what is erroneous, and proceed on with more faiery 
in all rhe praftile, yea and in time too ( by God’s 
permilTton ; con e into a far better Stare. And he r e 
you are ro remember, that the fignarureot Herbs, 
do fhew a Phyfician their Vertues as well as Books 
do, for indeed rhey rather trace by paths, than 
walk in the way ot truth And here would lea 
very convenient place to treat of the fignatures of 
Vegetables, but forasmuch as 1 have written a pe- 


by which it fpeaketh with us, we (hould not need culiar Book concerning them ( which God wi ling) 


fo many /educing Books. Who I pray exalted Mojts 
Daniel, Jojeph, Solomon , and manv other Fhilofo 
phers, to fuch an height of Wiledom and Art? It 
was oncly God, who ver live 15 and can t any time 
eafily doe whatever he formerly cou d : who can 
doubt as touching him, when God minds the enlight 
ning or blelfing ot any one with Ins Gilts, he makes 
no ufe oi any Books, for this purpofe, and (o inftrult 
put of them, nor doth he difpute or controxert with 
him. We fhou’d feek unto this Matter and learn 
from him, and nor out of the elegantly written Ara¬ 
bian , Grecian and Latme Books. But now the 
world is come to fuch an height of pride and errour, 
that it can neither believe nor compiehend that any 
one can learn ought but in the Schoo s, and \ et the 
moft expert and moft famous men th .t ever lived in 
tfe world, arrived to that famous light ot nature 
without making ule of tbe Schools, and the things 
that they wrote, they did not pubiilh them in a 
firange Language, but in their own Mother Tongue, 
as is luffiuently evident And this is the faying to 
tlvs very day, viz ,. Whence hath this man his un- 


fhall fuddenly come abroad, let the friendly Reader 
havea little patience and exped it, wherein he lhall 
rind things wondertull and unheard of 

Bur that there may appear fome footfteps thereof 
in this firfi part, viz. by what means you are to 
meet with Difeafes by the Eftences which I have 
deferibed above, 1 could not omit the reckoning up 
of fome fpecifical ones, which 1 have proved by moft 
certain experience to be good againft lomc principal 
and well known Difeafes : That is to fay, in the 
Gout, there is Hellebore but efpecially Helleborafter 
(which is a kind of Eilcbore) the German's To¬ 
bacco, and the Tobacco of the Weft Indies are a lin¬ 
gular fpecihek and mo;t notable afTwager and helper 
in all Podagrical griefs. Now the Phyfician fhould 
know and underhand, what the reafon is that Elle- 
bore and Tobacco ought to be ufed in fuch kinds of 
Difeafes. Thin tor the hone, 1 commend the Efi 
fence of rhe feed of the Afli p or Afhkeys J before 
all other ft me breaking Diuretick Medicines. For 
veri y very many men have (by that fame Medicine) 
been freed and reftored to health, who ha\e lain 


derftanding, and was never bred up in the Schools ? i rick of it many years, infomuch that after theirdeath 
I knew him from his youth, and n at he had nothing there hath not been found (in anatomizing them ) 
in him. Alas good Sn, you are very wile. Brought | not 16 much as the leaft footftep thereof either in 
you with you into the World more than I did { their Reins or Bladder : And yet betore rhey ufed 


Were not you born a naked Infant as well as i, and 
that skill which any one hath,received it he from his 
Parents,hereditary ? lsir not the gift of God, whether 
it be much or little ? Art doth’ notconfift in the vari 
ecy of ftrange Languages, but in expeiience. It is 
one Art to underftand andfpeak feveral l ongues, it 
is another Art to calculate the ( ourle ot the bun, 
Moon and Stars, and to predial from them the 
Changes ofTimesand Sealons. Again, it is another 
Art to prepare and purifie the Nature, Properties, 
Vertue and Efficacy of all rhe Vegetables, partly 
for the confervation of the Life of Man, and partly 
for diverting accidental Difeafes, and to know how 
to ufe them as need requires. Befides it is another 
Arr, to get out of the Earth thofe many rate kinds 
ot the wonderfull Creatures of God, and thole Fruits 
of the Ear.h as the Minerals and Metals, for Man’s 
ufe, ( which is the End they were created lor, and 
which we cannot want ) and to depurate them by 
the Fire, to tranfmute them out of one form into a 
nother better form, and to have the knowledge, 
underftanding and experienceof them all. 

As concerning the lignaturcof Herbs, by which 
God teacheth us their hidden Vertues, many things 
might be faid, and it were to be wi fil’d, that fuch a 
knowledge were earneftly defiled, and fought afrei 
by all thole that deal in Ph\ lick, and dothencefron 


this Medicine, they were almoft every day pained 
with the fame. This fpecitick is made of the Iced of 
Aih, which is ufually ripe in Autumn, the feed 
you are firft of all to bruife well, and then mixing 
water therewith difii! it into your Still, and feparare 
the Oil from the Water, and reduce it into finall 
Morlels or Troches with Sugar, for your daily ufe. 
But a whole lack full, and as much as a man can 
carry, will fcarce yield you an Ounce or two of Oil: 
and one Ounce of this Oil will luffice for two pounds 
of Sugar, for a greater quantity makes the Sugar too 
unpleafant; for the Oil of the Afh keys is very un- 
pleafanr and naufeous, infomuch that it will provoke 
to vomit, if too much of it be taken, othervvife it 
performs wonderful! effects in this cafe. But now 
if out of what remains behind, you do (by the 
means of fermentation ) diftil its Spirit, and after its 
concentration extract the fixed Salt out of the Afhes, 
and unite it with the Oil,then will you have a perfeft 
Medicine, and moft high fpecifickin the ftone. And 
feeing that we treat oncly of Vegetables in this parr, 
it will not be expedient to mix herewith the Animal 
and Mineral medicaments, bur in the fecond part 
fome what (hall be mentioned of Animals, which doth 
etficaciouflv bring forth ftony and gouty Humours. 
Infomuch that the Urine of fuch a lick Perfon, doth 
( alter the ufe of this Medicine ) being heated at the 


get their food, there would not then be fo much'tire, coagulate (like Chcefe or Cows Milk ) in the 

manner 













manner of natural Calx mve that is made ouc ot 
ftones. There is likewife amongft the Minerals, one 
of them that efficacioufly drives out the done and gou¬ 
ty Humours, which alio we fliall fpcak of, in itsdue 
place,x'/ss. in the third part. In fomeinternal attests of 
the Liver and Spleen, and in all concreted Blood be 
it from a blow, fall, or any other accident, the Ef 
fence of St. 'fdhite wort bears the chiefeft note : For 
it banifheth away all pains, refolvcth congeal’d 
Blood, and healeth an hurt ( or wounded ) aftedt 
provided the evil be not too inveterate. As for the 
Uterine affedts of Women, when the Womb hath ta¬ 
ken Cold and is moved out of its place, or other wile 
hurt, the which produced] to Women many diffi 
cult and chronical Difeales ; the Ellences of Tobac¬ 
co, Henbane, ( of all lorts ) being applied by means 
of a Spunge in a Uterine Inftrument, are a mod cer¬ 
tain lenative and fure Medicine: they redore the 
Matrix to its place and quietude, and heal all other 
infirmities. In weak decrcpid and decayed men, 
what will not the true Ellence of Roles and Cinamon 
do l if often taken, it comforts the Heart and Brain 
above all other Medicaments: But this Eflence mud 
be prepared, and concentrated into a narrow room, 
that lb one or two drops,whether put on the Tongue, 
or put to the Nofe.may corroborate the whole Body 
by its vertue,and the dander by may have enough to 
do to admire its fweet Odour. 

N. B. If any one hath a mind to make fuch an 
EfTence, it behoves him that he fird gets the true 
Oil of Roles, which is didilled out of the yellow 
Thrums on which the Roles grow, and not out of 
Lignum Rhodium, and is gotten out by the mediation 
of water ( but you mud not ferment them before 
you have gotten their Oil ) then afterwards ferment 
them with new Yead, whereby you may get their 
Spirit, for if you obferve not this method, you will 
effeft nothing, the reafon is this: becaufe if you fee 
them a fermenting fird, the Oil ( as being the bed 
and mod efficacious part) is mixed and united with 
the Spirit, and lo widely dilated, that it will be a 
hard matter again to concentrate it. Well, what 
fhall I need fay more of the vertue and efficacy of 
the vegetable EfTences, feeing that the Nature and 
Vertue of them is enough known already : But yet 
thus much I muft needs confels, that I have not in 
all my life time feen any thing done, which was 
more fweet, friendly and efficacious, than thefe Ef- 
fenles of Vegetables For if the Ellences are but 
prepared according to this defeription of mine, we 
can hardly be latisfied with their Odour, efpecially 
if made out of well fmelling Herbs, as Roles, Violets, 
Clove-gilli-flowers, Bawm, Camomile, Pennyroyal, 
and other fuch like. Belides fuch kind of Ellences 
may be made out of Gums, when their Oil is driven 
forth by the Spirit of Salt, (left elle they favour of 
an Empyreum, and become unplealant J but with 
this Provilb that you ulethe Alcalizated well fwelling 
Spirit of of (ome other Herb, whole Odour is not 
much unlike, for the Gums do not afford a Spirit. 
Now there’s JJJaFatida, or Benzoin,Storax, Maffick, 
Camphire, Amber, and the like, nay even Civec, 
Musk, and Ambergrefe may be reduced into very 
fair and pellucid Ellences, by an Alcolizated Spirit, 
and be rendered far mote plealant than the common 
Musk, Ambergrele, and Civet: For the volatile Salt 
contained in the Spirit, makes the Body volatile and 
fpiritual, fo that at the openingof the Glafs, where¬ 
in fuch an Elfence is, the whole room will be filled 
with the fweetnsfsof the Odour.- But more of this 


in the lecond and next following part, wherein fhall 
be taught, by what means a lwcet Odour may be 
extracted out of our (mall Animals in Germany, noc 
unlike to Civet. What fhall 1 lay more, methinks [ 
have done enough, he that undcrlhinds not rhs, 
would much lels underhand the things that arc more 
lubtil, lhould they be delcribed. And though I 
could fhew a far more compendious way of prepa¬ 
ring Ellences, yet haply the ingratitude of the World 
being conlidered, this that 1 have airc.Ty done is 
too much, and if any is minded to carp at thefe here, 
let him firft give us better than thele. but they will 
have a care how they attempt that. For lie that is 
endowed with underftandmg, even he alio under- 
ftands that the labour and diligence of another 
man is noc in the leaft to be dilefteemed, lor the truth 
will remain truth though never lo much expoled to 
injuries. And as we have laid, that good and effi¬ 
cacious Ellences, may be prepared out of plealant 
and well fmelling Herbs: Even fo by the lame rule 
may ill fmelling ones be made out of bad fmelling 
Vegetables and Animals, which alio have their u!e 
and are profitable, as in the luftocation ot the Ma¬ 
trix, where, ( for the moft part luch things that 
egregioufiy ftink are applied to Womens Noftnls, 
that ( by their grievous fmel!) they may inn.ead 
and reprefs the riling up of the Womb: And this 
doth (ometimes fuccecd very profperoufly; chele are 
Aj]a Fxtida, Cafioreum, burnt Rags, burnt l eathers 
and fuch like, which yield a molt filthy Odour • 
And if now the unprepared Bony, in which the O- 
dour lies largely dilated doth neverthelcfs perform 
notable Operations, what w 0 u.d it be th nk vou if 
the Oil of fuch bad fmelling things were conjovned 
with the volatile Aicoiizaced Spirit r lay it would do 
more than the crude Body, not oiie.v ten, but tu en- 
ty or thirty times more. Butamongn a 1 the fetid 
and ill fmelling things, which ate not immicitious to 
Nature, thele I find the ftrongeft, -viz, the black 
Oil of Tartar, which is drawn lorth by cliftillation 
and that too which is diftiiled ouc of Goats horns’ 
Hogs hoofs. Birds feathers, and the Hairs of all Ani¬ 
mals, all which co ftink exti camly, and vet are not 
hurtfull unto man, as thofe funks are which proceed 
from rotcennels, as from dead Beafts, Fifties rotten 
Eggs, and fuch like, whofe ftink is wholly inimicicious 
to the Spirit of Lite, do threaten its deftrudtion and 
are (as much as poftible can be) to be ffiunncd 
For the Heart, Brain, and whole Body is therewith 
infected, and debilitated. But why" fuch flrong 
fmelling Oils as thofe are, that come from Beafts horns, 
Hairs, and Hoofs, do not perform the fame, fhall be 
told in the following fecond part, where we will 
treac of Animals and of fuch parts of them, as may¬ 
be made ufe of for Medicine. 

And thus will I put an end to the firft part of my 
Spagyrtcal Pharmacopza, and would have the Rea¬ 
der admomffied that (if he would ule this mv De- 
feription ot Ellences) he would have a warchfull 
Eye by whom they are prepared, and not truft e- 
very Body that hath fcarce faluted even the very 
firft entrance of Art, and yet dares to make Medica¬ 
ments, and adminifter them to others For under 
chis covering will be exerciled great deceit for 
lome will not for their gain fake, beftow fo much 
Labour and Cofts, as to make Ellences out of eood 
and new Herbs, but (crape upany thing, that there¬ 
by they might onely bring forth loincwhat or other 
chat may referable the Odour and Savour of the 
Herb. And although luch Ellences fhould be pre- 
A a pared 
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pared of (omcof the belt Vegetables,yet the covetoul- 
r.efs of profit may caule that the Spirit be in too 
great a quantity mixed with the Oils, which ntay 
cafily be done, if to one part of Oil, five, eight, 
ten, or twelve parts of Spirit be taken, becaufe 
the Spirit iscafier to be had than the Oil, (whereas 
according to my prefeription two or three parts 
are to be taken onely) and therefore may you ea¬ 
fily conjecture, that fuch Effences are far lefs effica¬ 
cious ; for't.he great eft virtue confifts in the Oil, the 
which being by the Alcalizatcd Spirit, made volati.e 
and penetrable, is introduced (or carried more 
inwards..) And befides this is not all, but there may 
be another abufe too, as when a Man willing to 
Ipare his own labour, doth not himfcli make the 
Oils, but buys them cheap from fome fweet Pow¬ 
der makers, which Oils may (and fomedmes’tis fo) 
have in length of time loft their moft lubtile part, 
and are become rank and clammy, and fo makes 
ufe of fuch, from whence no laudable matter can be 
etfeCted, as is manileft to every Body. But admit 
it be fo, that new Oils can neither be had nor 
prepared with your own hand, becaufe of the de¬ 
fect of the Commodity, yet may fuch Oils as are 
never fo old and never fo much clammy be rendred 
ufefull,if they arc firit diftillcd and then rectified in a 
Retort, by Spirit of Salt: For then they come over 
clear, and become fit for an Alkalizated Spirit to 
difiolvc them, which fuch Oils as are old will not do. 
This I thought good to advife, left haply he that 
thinks he enjoys a good Medicine, ftiould impute 
the blame to me,, or lay the fault to the Efiencc, 
when the effeCt anfwers not his expectation : For 
thus it hath hitherto hapned to my Medicaments, 
and doth even to this day fall out fo, viz,, that 
very many (in fundry places) do falfely pretend as 
if they knew my fecrets, but ’tis untrue, and ameer 
diabolical couzenage, for they adminifter their own 
unprofitable Medicaments, felling them for mine, 
and efpecially my Panacea and Tincture of Anti¬ 
mony, which notwithftanding hath no affinity with 
mine, and what is more too they fear not to affirm 
that fuch Medicaments are made by my univerfal 
Menfiruum (which they neither underhand nor 
know how to ufe.) And becaufe here falls in fome 
mention of this Menfiruum , ’twill be expedient to 
fay lomewhat of it, viz,, what is to be underftood 
concerning it, feeing there are fo many various opi¬ 
nions of the fame. Moft People think that the Al- 
kaheft is a fubtile water, whether drawn out of the 
Air by certain itiftruments, or prepared by fubtile 
Diftillations, but in this opinion, they err. But yet 
1 will not deny but an efficacious water may be 
drawn, not onely out of the Air, but alfo out of the 
moft intenfelight of theSun, and thus I my felfhave 
fometime done But this moift dry Menfiruum which 
1 call by the name Alkaheft, is nothing elfe but the 
Salt of the Earth, and may be ufed both in a moift 
and a dry form, and thus much the very Etimolo- 
gy of the word fignifies, if rightly lookt into and 
read, viz,. Alkali efi, for the word Alkaheft is com¬ 
pounded of two words, of Alkali and eft , where the l 
and i, by a tranfverfe line are made one letttej 1 , viz,, 
h, and is then read Alkaheft, but rake away the 
tranfverfe line, and then’tis read Alkali efi. Hence 
’tis maniteft to every body, that I have not rafhly 
impofed that name upon this Menfiruum , but have 
thereby openly named the fubjeCt For this very 
reafon it will be very expedient to fiifpend your judg¬ 
ment, and not to be fo hafty in uttering your opi¬ 


nion and cenfiire of fuch a thing as you do not at all 
know, but rather think thus, who knows if I under¬ 
hand what I fay or not: 1 may happen to fay fome- 1 
what unadvifedly which may eafily be refuted, the 
which we fee here to be done. For there have been 
various difeourfes of this Menfiruum , as if 1 had given 
it a name fo famous without any ground, feeing it 
anfeth from Salt onely, when as the Alkaheft is a 
fubtile water. But by what 1 have abovefaid it ap¬ 
pears that I have not given it an improper name, 
but have called it by its peculiar Title ; the which 
I did for the fakes offuchas contend, to prevent any 
future controverfie about the name thereof, but 
how it is to be ufed as to thofo fecrets contained in 
Miraculum Mundi ,is not to be fpoken of here. Let it 
(iiffice the well minded Reader that \ do again, and 
again allure him, that all and every of the things l 
have there fpoken, may without centroverfie be done 
by this one onely fubjedl, viz,, the Salt of the Earth. 
And fo that Trcatifc doth rightly deferve the Title 
of Miraculum Mundi. But )Ct 1 do again by way of 
Summary as ’twere, Admonifh, if any one fhould 
ufe this my Elfence, and have it not rightly prepa¬ 
red, lie throw not the blame on me, as that I had 
written unprofitable things, but rather let him that 
has not rightly prepared it, bear the blame. 

But yet ’tis not to be doubted but that men of all 
ftates or conditions will in procefs of time endea¬ 
vour the preparing of thofe Elfences, not onely be¬ 
caufe they are a plea fan t and efficacious Medica¬ 
ment, but withall becaufe of their comforting, pe¬ 
netrating, and highly gratefull Odour. For the 
crude and cold Air in pent in rooms may not onely 
be tempered and rendred acceptable and friendly to 
nature, but it may alfo be happily and fafely made 
ufe of in external cafesand Difeafcs, as need requires. 

It will therefore behoove everyone what way he 
may moft profitably attain them by. The prepa¬ 
ration is ealie, lo he ufe but diligence, and then may 
a good quantity of thofe kinds of Effences of all the 
Vegetables and Spices which are in ufe in the Shops, 
be eafily gotten. Now fuch an one that hath con¬ 
veniences to prepare them himfelf, he verily beft 
knows what he has, and may fafely truft thereto. 
There is alfo great difference in the Elfences accor¬ 
ding as they are prepared ; one will happily pre¬ 
pare them very neatly, another but rudely, but the 
difference will eafily appear as well by its efficacy 
as by its fweet fmell; as for inftance. That Efience 
which is rightly prepared according to the aforefaid 
weight and proportion, muff neceffarily be very 
fubtile, fvvcct, efficacious, and of a ftrong Odour 
and Savour. But if it be otherwife ’tis a fign that 
the Oil was two fparingly added, and it can’t be 
accounted of as a rightly prepared Elfence. 

N. B. The things which I have here fpoken, of 
Odour and Savour which the Elfences ought to have, 
are to be underftood onely of well-(welling Vegeta¬ 
bles, fuch as are Rofes, Marjoram, Rofemary, Vi¬ 
olets, Camomil, for the Elfences that are prepared 
out of thefe, mull needs be well-fmelling and efficaci¬ 
ous. But as for thofe Elfences which are prepared out 
of thofe kind of Vegetables that have no luch notable 
Odour,it can't be expedted that the Elfences prepared 
from them can afford more Odour than the Vegeta¬ 
ble had, but yet do they excite a more prefent effi¬ 
cacy, as for example. The Elfence of Wine which 
doth eafily exceed all other comfortatives is notwith¬ 
ftanding voidof any eminent Odour, nor haply doth 
itrcfemble any other than the flower of the Vine in 
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Spring-time: and therefore being taken into the bo¬ 
dy, it difplavs its Virtues, bur not by its Odour ; 
even fo, neither doth the Wine it (elf being taken 
into the body operate by its Odour. 

And hitherto belongs the teaching how to come 
to get fuch an Eflence, feeing that it is nor prepared 
after fuch a manner as I have delivered for the ge¬ 
neral dealing with Vegetables, and that, becaufe the 
pleafant Oil of Wine (without which [oilinefsj no 
Eflence can be prepared ) is hard to come by. 1 
will therefore reacli the way of preparing it, but 
what I now write is onely for the lake of weak and 
decrepid old Men, and alio the poor, but not for 
the wifelines and unworthy Deriders. For I very 
well know that fbme or other after he hath read 
this Book, will out of the good conceit he has of 
himfelf fay, this is no news to me, I knew this many 
years ago, Glauber doth not publifh this of himfelf, 
but hath gotten it elfewhere out of fome old Book 
or other : He that thus judgeth of me doth, for no 
other cauf’e fay fb, but out of envy and hatred to 
detraft from my Writings : And the anfwer I make 
to fuch envious men is this. That I do not know 
whether any one heretofore either had, or at pre- 
fent hath either fuch or fuch a fecret which I have 
made mention of in my Writings, or no.- It may be 
for ought I know that fuch fecrets were extant a- 
bove an hundred years ago, and may be even at 
prelent in ufe with fbme, that I know not: how¬ 
ever that’s nothing to me : For it is afTuredly faife, if 
any fay that I have borrowed from any one, or elfc 
out of any old Books, fomuchasone, much lefs rrioft 
of, or all the fecrets ( according as the envious fay ) 
which I have publifhed in my Miraculum Mundi, or 
in any of my other Writings: But I obtained them 
through the Grace of God by the many Trials I 
made, fearching after them with my Cofts and La¬ 
bour. And forasmuch as fuch envy me, therefore 
do they privily fcatter abroad their lies concerning 
me, which will in fhort time(God permitting) be de 
monftrated. But put cafe that I did take whatfo- 
ever I have written out of others, and out of anci¬ 
ent Books, will they I pray be either more or lefs 
profitable becaufe of that, than if they were my 
own: Is it not one and the fame for any notable 
thing to be emitted, who writes it, of whom it pro¬ 
ceeds from, fo that it be, and may beexceeding pro 
fitable to very many. But becaufe of this envy and 
calumny which I undergo from wicked men, I do 
keep within my breaft many things, which other- 
wife I would have communicated for the common 
good. And if fb be that they cannot believe nor 
comprehend what is mentioned in my Miraculum 
Mundi, ( and yet is not of fuch deep fearch as the 
unskilfull imagine) how will they believe, that I 
fhould fet before them far higher things > Well there¬ 
fore may the old Proverb take place. Secret things 
are fcr jtcret Men , andfoolith things for foolijh Men. 

Now followeth the procefs of preparing a com¬ 
fortable and pleafant Elfence out of the OilofWine, 
and its fixt and volatile Salt. I think there’s no bo¬ 
dy will deny, but that hitherto there hath not been 
made any mention by thofe that are wont to diftil 
Wineofany fuch thing asan Oil ; fave that by thofe 
that- have written, that the Oil of Wine is to be fought 
for in Tartar and in the Fa?ces, and that a black Oil 
may be diftilled both out ofthe dried Fa?ces of-Wine 
and alfo out of Tartar, I think is fufficienrly known 
to all Chymifts : But fuch an Oil doth purchafe to 
it felf (by this way of proceeding) fuch an ungrate- 
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full Odour, that it is merely on that (core, ufcd 
neither inwardly nor outwardly, though it b. en¬ 
dued with good Vertues. For verily I do not yet 
know whether there can be found (amongft alf o- 
thcr things) any thing that (links worfe than that 
Oil that is prepared outot Tartar, and /tierewirhall 
may’fi- thou drive away both iMcn and Be arts, be¬ 
caufe the Odour that it emits, is in a manner intol- 
lerablc. Whereas this which I he. j mention, is a 
pleafant, friendly, clear and bright Oil, and is made 
thus. In the Vintage time, when the Grapes are 
prelled forth, take fbme pure Mult, let it ferment in 
a Barrel, until it becorhes white, and the greareft 
part of the Fa?ces fettle to the bottom, which done 
begin your diftillation, and draw out the Spirit, ei 
ther out of a Copper Still tinnedin the iuftde,or Ibme 
other difiillatory Veffel; of the Spirit will be no great 
quantity. After it hath ceafed, take oft' the head, 
and pour that which remains into clean Glalfes, let 
it ftand for fbme days, and there will fwim at the 
Top a white Oil, and lometimes it will fett'e to the 
bottom, the which is to'be feparated from the Mull, 
and will ferve for the making the abovefaid Eflence. 
But the Muft, from which the Spirit and Oil are 
taken, may be mixed-with your other Muft, and it 
will again ferment and become Wine, bur if you 
can't do thus for want of skill, make thereof a Vine¬ 
gar. This is a molt compcndiousand the molt caffe 
way of preparing the Oil of Wine, and although I 
know another way befides this, and How fuch an 
Oil may be had even out of the Autumn Seafo'n, yet 
doth it feem to me not fo' well to publifh all things 
together, and at once: This way of preparation 
that I have now taught will to many be hard enough 
roeffeift, though it be clear enough deferibed. And 
you are to obferve, that in this work the due time of 
diftillation is to be regarded, uii. When the Muft 
is fo far fermented, as that its raft is neither plainly 
fweet, nor plainly vinous, but a midling between 
both ; which if neglefted the fault is none of mine, 
for'I have advifed you of all things to a tittle ii’ 
you begin your diftillation too foon before the Muft 
is fufficienrly diflolved, it affords no Oil; if you 
tarry too long, the Oil precipitates with the Fteces, 
nor wilt thou get ought, and therefore all things are 
to be done in their due time. But how this Oil is to 
be reduced, with his own Spirit, and his fixt and vo¬ 
latile Salt, into an Elfence, is mentioned before, what 
ufe this Elfence fervesfor needs no defeription For 
every body well knows what a vivifying and com¬ 
forting vertue there is in Wine, and yet the Wine is 
endued but with little Oil ( though the Oil as we 
faid before is the beft part of the Vegetable ) and be¬ 
fides, it is united with a great quantity ofinflpid Wa¬ 
ter, and crude Tartar, but the Eflence is freed from 
thofe Crudities of Water and Tartar, and is compoun¬ 
ded of a due proportion of the moft pure parts, or of 
the three Principles,Salt, Sulphur,and Mercury, and 
may defervedly be called the Quintefience or Soul of 
the Wine. 

Whofoeverhe be that hath it, will feq what good 
it is endued with, and how to be ufed. To me it 
feems ro be an Antidote againft Poifons ; for feeing it 
is written of old, that a Serpent or other venemous 
Animal, cannot abide in the Vineyards at fuch time 
as the Vine flowreth, therefore the Oil and Eflence 
of the Wine refemblingthis very Odour, the Eflence 
may not unfitly be thought to be good in healing con¬ 
tagious Difeafes. 

But this is to be noted concerning Eflences, that 
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they mull not be "flopt with fuch things that will be 
melted by the EfTence, but be rather ftopt in with a 
double Bladder, left the volatile Spirit fhould fly a- 
way. Eor fliould this fb be, the Oil would again be 
debilitate ' and let go its Spirit,and the Eflence would 
be corrupted. 

And beer, jfe my purpofe was to fpeak of the pre¬ 
paration of Vegetable Eflenccs, but not make a de- 
feription of their, moft ample ufe, 1 will now put a 
period to this bufinefs, leaving every one to be wi- 
fer as his own capacity is. But yet, would the pre- 
lent time have permitted, I would have mentioned 
jome fpecificks, which may haply be ellewhere done. 
But thus much I fay, that in Wine, lies hidden very 
much which but few know, and which if one would 
reckon up, would ftir up admiration. But it apper¬ 
tains not to this place, but to the Vegetable Work, 
which (if God permit) fhall foon follow. But fee¬ 
ing I have made mention of Wine, I cannot omit 
to add in this place one thing, vit,. what yet far¬ 
ther ufe the Eflences of Herbs might be of, if al¬ 
ways to be had ready prepared in the Apothecaries 
Shops : For one, two, three, or more drops of Ef- 
fences, being put in a Cup of Wine at pleafure and 
ftirred about, that the Wine may be united with 
the Eflence, do prefently make the Wine clear and 
pleafant, refembling the kind and nature of the Ef- 
fence you put in ; and by this means divers kinds 
of Wines may prefently be made out of one and the 
fame Veil'd, to refrefh and pleafe your guefts : 
And this way far exceeds the ufing of extracts, 
which make the Wine troubled, but this leaves * 


it clear. It will be necdlels therefore to put dif¬ 
ferent forts of Wines in leveral Veflels in Cel¬ 
lars, where they will all of them by degrees wax 
weaker and weaker, unlcl's they are kept always 
full; but one onely Veil'd, is lufficienr for to make 
various kinds of Wines at your plealiirc ; and this 
is a very profitable lecret for great Men and others, 
who fometimes mult have various Wines. It is a 
uliial thing with many to drink a draught of Phy- 
fical Wine in a morning on a falling Stomach, 
to ftrengthen the weak Stomach, and to preferveit 
from hurtfull Air, if they can but get it, and if they 
ufe that which is ufually made of the Reliques of 
the Wine, and fuch decayed fluff, fuch is void of 
virtue, and brings more hurt than benefit. But 
now, having thele Elfences of Herbs, you may ea- 
fily impregnate generous Wine therewith and make 
it Medicinal, and by this way mail! thou be certain 
that thou haft good Wine, and not fuch as is made 
out of the droppings and refufe, which is ufually 
employed to make Medicinal Wines of, and from 
whence gripings and other incommodities do frequent¬ 
ly exifl: But that which is compoled of generous 
Wine, and a well prepared Eflence deferves the 
name of wholfome Phylical Wine. Thefe things I 
was willing to add to this firft part of my Spagjnck 
Pharmacopeia by way of Ornament, and do requeft 
the well minded Reader, that he think well of my 
Labour, Diligence, and Intention. There fhall 
follow (God permitting) in the two next parts, 
more good Medicines. 


The End of the Firft Fart. 
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THE 

SECOND PART 

O F T H E 

Spagyrical Dilpenfatory. 


Concerning the preparation of Animals, Vegetables, and 
Minerals, by an Univerlal Diflolvent. 

Wherein is clearly demonftrated and exactly deferibed, that Niter is the 
true Univerfal Diflolvent, and how all Vegetables, Animals, and Mine¬ 
rals, are therewithall diflolved, corrected, and their venemous and ob¬ 
noxious property changed into wholfome Medicaments, contrary to the 
opinion of many ignorant Men. 


What Animals are , and what is under flood or meant by 
them. 

I do here underhand by the name of Animals all 
fuch things as have life, and a vital motion, as 
Men, all kinds of Boafts, Worms, and Infefts, 
either in the Earth or above the Earth, the Fifties 
in the Water, the Birds in the Air, and all the 
Creatures that can move themfelves, and that do 
partake of a vifible life. Amongft thefe living Crea¬ 
tures, there is this difference to be obferved, t/»t..that 
fome of them ferve for the ufe of Medicine ; other 
fome of them are not fit for Medicine ; for all 
thofe Animals which nourifh mankind and fuftain 
his body, have not a medical but nutritive power, 
fo that out of them can’t be prepared Medicaments 
refifting Difeafes. For although that our of fome 
Animals (as Oxen, Sheep, Goats, Hens, Birds, 
and fuch like) a good Eflence may (by the benefit 
of Art) be extracted, foasto reftoreand ftrengthen 
a body that is debilitated by ficknefs (as you may 
fee in my Book of the Kirchin Art) yet that labour 
cloth appertain to the Kitchin, and Cooks, rather 
than to the Apothecaries. Therefore in this Trea¬ 
dle nothing e’.fe fhall be mentioned, but concerning 
fuch Animals onely as do not nourifli the body of 
Man, but (being eaten or any ways entring into 
Man’s Belly, or other parts of his body) do by 
their venomc mod greatly hurt : But being inverted 
or turned in and otic by the Spagyrical Art do be- 

( come excellent Medicines, and (without that bet¬ 
tering them) would remain venemous and hurcfull : 
fuch as thefe are Vipers, Serpents, Toads, Scorpi¬ 
ons, Spiders, and other venemous Infects ; the 
which being fpoiled of their venome or changed by 
Art, do become Medicines of a penetrative efficacy. 
Indeed a Serpent, a Toad, and other like venemous 
Creatures being onely boiled in common water, are 


barred of their Poifon, and may be eaten without 
any hurt, feeing that their Poifon confifts not in the 
Flefh, but in the Spirt, and vanifheth by a bare de- 
codtion. Many examples do confirm this thing, and 
'tis evidently known that Serpents have been often¬ 
times boiled and eaten inftead of Eels. It is no new 
thing in India , that that People do feed on great 
Serpents boiled, inftead of Food, and contrariwife 
other Animals there are which do not depolite or 
lay afide their venomc by a bare boiling, but do re¬ 
tain it, fuch as are Scorpions, Tarantula's and fuch 
like. But now, if to fuch kind of Vermine that are 
endued with fo hurcfull a Poifon, a water or liquor 
ofa ftronger efficacy be added, wherein they may 
be digefted, their venome is turned into a wholfome 
Antidote, and is a reliffcr of Poifon, as fhall be pro¬ 
ved anon. This is certain, that the omnipotent 
God hath not created fo much as the leaft Worm in 
vain, which cannot bring fome profit, though by 
the under fore of Men, it be contemned and plainly 
neglcded. But forafmuch as almoft all fuch Vermine 
and InfeCts, are (by reafon of their Poifon) rare¬ 
ly ufed in Medicine, and fcarce anv one knows 
their occult virtues, from that fignature God hath 
given them, or cares to know, the ufe of them re¬ 
mains unknown and in the dark. Nay it is well 
done, that (feeing the way of correcting fuch Poi- 
fons, or turning them into Medicine, hath lain hid 
from the greateft part of the Learned onesy their 
ufe was thrown out of the Apothecaries Shops. But 
yet in procefs of time, fome of thofe kind of Vermine 
were admitted bv the Phyficians, as the Scorpions, 
Cantharides, and fuch like. The Scorpions being 
futfocated in Oil Olive do tame their own proper 
Poifon; Cantharides, great Worms, and Millipedes, 
or Pigs lice, are ufed to provoke Urine. But vet 
not without danger, becaufe of the venome thev 
abound with. Neverthelefs Men have dared to ufe 
them, and many times they have proved very pro- 
B b fitable. 
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liable But had their bettering been known ; and 
had they t being thus corrected been made ule of, 
they would without all fear of danger ) have pro¬ 
cured a greater honour to thofe. that ufed them. 
Now the uliial way of all fuch as know not the 
manner of correcting them, fuch little Animals are 
dried, and (crude as they are ) beaten into a pow¬ 
der, and fo adminiftred to the (ick, and do fome 
times ( though with mighty hazard ) perform great 
cures. Were the fignature of fuch Vermine well 
examined, and their ufe in Medicine well known, 
and they were afterwards tranfmuted and changed 
( by the help of an univerfal Diffolvenc ) into a fafe 
Medicament, they do then become fuch fafe and 
effectual remedies, as to take away mod grievous, 
( and in the accompt of fome plainly incurable ) 
Difeafes, and do in many Degrees exceed the weak 
operations of Vegetables. For the Animals, which 
God hath gilted with life, are of a far greater effi 
cacy than the Vegetables, and this any one will not 
be over hard in believing of. You will find many 
wondcrfull things in my Book of the fignature of 
Animals Vegetables, and Minerals (which fhall 
fhortly come forth to light ) nay and befides their 
fignatures, as well their unknown and occult Ver 
tues as theii known Vertues fhall be herein decla¬ 
red. But in this Treadle, fhall oncly be mentioned 
fome of the principal (mail Animals of ufe in Medi¬ 
cine viz,, by what means they may be reduced into 
moft excellent and mod lafe Medicines, by the help 
of the univerfal Dilfolvent. As for their Vertues, 
and Efficacy, the well minded Reader may fearch 
for them in my other Writings. And although I 
have met with admirable Vertues in fome hitherto 
neglected Vermine, and would have all'o deferibed 
them for the profit of my Neighbour, and fo purpo¬ 
sed to have made a large difeourfe concerning them ; 
vet the love to my Neighbour ( whom I would not 
willingly lead about in many erroneous Turnings } 
hindred me from performing it. For all the Vertues 
that are apart difperfed amongft all the Vegetables 
and Animals, are all of them concentrated in one 
Mineral, and found perfectly united, fo that there’s 
no need of ufing fo many diltinft Medicines of Ve¬ 
getables, Animals, and Minerals, and therefore I 
refer the Reader thereunto. But yet for fatisfadti- 
ons fake of fuch who abhor fuch Medicines as are 
nude of Minerals, and dread them as if they were a 
Pojfnn, 1 will deteft the Vertue and Power of fome 
of the molt principal ones in Medicine. 

Of the Signature, Trperty, and Medicinal Vertues of 
the Dull-like and Ihrvcd Scarabams or Beetle. 

I Have known fome of the biggelt and flying Sca- 
rabiCus s that have weighed half an Ounce, or a 
whole Ounce, and of a Cheflnut Colour, and they 
will firmly flick to anv thing by reafon of their ffiarp 
Feet, and are furnilhed with double Wings, the 
upper ones are hard and finooth like an horn, the 
under ones are very thin and tranfparent, and fliew 
like the dried leaves of Poppy. The Male is for the 
molt part bigger than the Female, and is armed with 
two horns, which in their branchings retemble the 
Figure of Stags horns, hard and fmooth like horn, 
and hollow on the infide, without any marrow, 
with thefe he defends himlelf. If you put one of 
them on a Table, and finite him often with fome 
final! twigs, and enrage and provoke him to anger, 
he doth not run away like as other Animals do, but 


fets upon his Enemy, with his upright and varioufly 
branched horns, as if he would revenge himlelf for 
the injury done him ; and what foe veryou reach out 
to him, he prefently fnatcheth with his horns, and 
holds it 16 talk, that ’tis a hard matter to get it from 
him: If the tiling be too heavy, he then leaves 
it, and goes his way without it: But if it be light, 
he carries it away with him, and afterwards un- 
looleth his horns front it and lets it fall. The Fe¬ 
males two horns are lefler and crooked, which open 
and fhuc like Pincers ; whatlbever they feize on, 
they hold it moil firmly, and if you expole to its 
horns any thing that is not hard fhe doth gripe ir fo 
long, till the tops of her horns touch each other. 
Being hanged at a Cats or a Dogs Ear fhe prefently 
pierceth it through, and fo holds that the Dog cafft 
call her otf with her Feet, but ( not knowing what 
is happened to him ) runs to and fro, howling and 
crying out, as if he implored help from fome body 
e'le, (uch is the innate anger and malice of this 
(mail Creature. They feed not upon Graft and the 
Leaves of Trees as other Scarabteus s do, but are 
nouriflied with the Juice of the thin loft reafinoufi 
neft which is in Summer Flowers out of thole Trees 
that bears fruit with ftones in them, fuch as Nuts, 
Cherries, Plums, Prucns, Peaches, and fuch like. 
Thefe Trees they flicking fall on, do by fucking out 
the Rofin thence flowing, fupport their lives withal. 
Thefe fmall Creatures are truely Martial, and as if 
they were endued purpolely by nature with Wea¬ 
pons, and armed. Some men do break off their 
horns, and carry them about them, as if they were 
a fafeguard againft the invafions and being fet upon 
by wild Bealls, but I count this as fuperflitious. 
Some ( I know ) do reduce them with their Wings 
into pouder, and make ule thereof, and have healed 
the inward pains and prickings of the Body: And 
have cured Quarcanes, yea have in all Feavers han¬ 
ged it about the Neck; but yet I believe it would 
bring more profit, if it be duely prepared and fo ta¬ 
ken into the Body. But what effedts they will per¬ 
form in the other parts of the Body I know nor, nor 
have I hitherto tried or known them to have been 
uled to any other intent than before mentioned. 
But I am certainly affured, that there is a moll 
whollbme Vertue in this infedt, becaufe of his thus 
living on, and being nourifhed by thole relinous 
Juices which flow out of fuch Trees as bear thofe 
kinds of Fruits that have Stones in their infide : 
Wherefore I think that their whole Body is of a 
ballamick Nature, and I do judge by their "fignature, 
that they may be profitably uled in curing all in¬ 
ward and outward hurts arifing from beating, 
wounding, fiabbing, and fhooting, if they are firft 
reduced into an Elience according to my method. 
The horns and thole hard wings, may be reduced 
into a Magiitery, apart by the univerfal Dillolvenr, 
andlerve for inward Ule. And the body being on like 
manner prepared, may be applied and made ule of 
for the allaying of all griefs, or pains both external¬ 
ly and internally. Without doubt it aboundeth with 
many other hidden Vertues which are unknown 
both to my felf and other men. 

Of the Pilular er Globular Scaraba?us. 

T FI ERE are other Scarabaetts's uled in Medicine, 
•viz,, the black and globular ones, ufually abi¬ 
ding in Horfedung, and aifo thole that live in Oaks, 
and be of an afhy Colour, and are pleafanc food to 

Poultry, 
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Poultry, who bv feeding on them do lay abundance 
of Eggs, but the black ones they abftain from, and 
do not ear them. I know not whether or no thete 
laft mentioned {'viz,, the Oak ones,) arc any thing 
at all helplull in Medicine. But yet thus much they 
do, if they are bruited and applied to the bare skin 
thev caufe Pultles, and fo do thofe too that are cal 
led go’dcn Scar abatis's that are ufually on Rotes, 
and Elder-flowers. Both thete forts have this pro 
perty inrernally and externally, and te> have the 
Cantbarides or thote green Flies called Spanifh Elies, 
and do mofl vehemently provokellrine. if now thete 
are by Art changed, and their vencmous quality 
taken away, they are profitably ufed, and lately, in 
curing the Gout, Stone, and othergrievous Difeafes 
and bring a great deal of benefit. The black and 
globular ones are martial, and are not much unlike 
to the horned Scarabaus's \ the affiy ones are of a 
Saturnine nature, the green ones of a venereal Qua¬ 
lity, and the red and little ones are of a lolar proper¬ 
ty. Thete laft mentioned, are by the Germans cal 
led Golden and God Almighties Birds, and fome do 
boaft that they have gotten out from them good 
Gold, and put it to theTeft, which to me doth teem 
unlikely. 1 will not deny bur that there lieth hid¬ 
den in them a ftrengrhening Cordial ( as they call 
it ) properly for corroborating a man’s heart if a 
preparation or correftion preceed, I fhould be un¬ 
willing to make ule of them crude and unmended. 
Befides the aforefaid reckoned up Scarabaus's , there 
is yet another kind of black ones which creep along 
the Grafs in the Vlonths of May and June, and can¬ 
not flie as the above mentioned ones can, and yet 
have little Wings. Thete are exceeding flow creepers, 
and being put upon ones hand, do turn outaftrong 
fmelling Liquor, and are called May Birds, and the 
Worms of Eat by the Germans ; the Latines call them 
the undteous Scarabauses. They operate mod effica- 
ciouflv, and are ufed by many for curing thote moft 
grievous Dileales of the Gout, Stone, Leprofie, 
French-pox, and Dropfie, one two or three Grains 
of them being reduced into powder, are ufually ad- 
mini ftred, in fome proper Vehicle. They do moft 
vehemently expel Defilements, by vomit, ltool, and 
Urine, inlomtich that the Urine of the Gdtity/L'eo- 
prous, or thote that are affliffed with the Stone will 
be coagulated like Milk, or will become tenacious, 
and wax hard like a done, the which event may 
well aftonilh any one to confider of. I know very 
many that have had the Gout, and been cured ©fit 
thereby, though I confefs it is a Medicine Ibmewhat 
hazardous becaute of the force of its operation. But 
if it be firft: corrected by the Univerlal Salt, it may 
be moft lately afterwards ufed in the curing of the 
faid Dileales. Wierus, a very learned Phylician, did 
heretofore publifh a Treadle of the wandring Gout, 
and highly commended this May Worm,fo called by 
fome: And likewite the great common Earth-worms, 
for curing it. Neither is it without ground that this 
Worm [ or Scarabaus 1 we mention, far exceed all 
the reft of them that are endued with Virtues, hea¬ 
ling Dileales. The Cantbarides come far fhort of it, 
and the sky coloured Flies, which are formed onely 
in CarkalTes, are far fhort of the Cantbarides. In 
the next place follow thole greater Flies, that 
ufualiy ftay in men's houtes, and keep buzzing a- 
bour till they can find fome raw Flefh, whereon they 
caft their filth in the likenels of fmall Eggsor Knits, 
which become Worms in a days time. And Ido 
believe that there is fcarce any Creature endued 
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with a fmelling lo acute and lubti’e as this Flie, and 
upon that account I do not queft on, but that it 
would fhew its Virtues in hidden Diteates. Yet I 
would not be am man’s Authour nr encour. ger to 
make ute of him, becaute nature her (elf cannot by 
any means endure ( whenaman by chance eats the 
flefh that is defiled with their Excrements ) their 
fi'th in the Stomach, but doth pretentlv caft it forth 
by vomit as that it were a Poifon. A alcrioe to thete 
Elies a mercurial Nature, and I likewite affirm that 
there are in the common Worms medicinal Virtues. 
For they do ftrongly expel by llrincand Sweat, and 
being made ufeot, crude as they are, thev provoke 
to ftool, and caufe vomiting. But I verily believe, 
that being correfted by the univerlal diflblvenr and 
tranlmutcd into a fweet Elfence, they will become 
an excellent Specifick againft Impotencv, and a no¬ 
table corroborative to luch that are tired with the 
venereal Sport. Their fignatureisleftimony enoughj 
and the Figure of their Bodies, for they will (bme- 
times ftrerch out rhemtelves at length, otherwhile 
contract themfelves into a Ihortnels, one while be¬ 
come thicker, then prelenrly, and as often as they 
pleafe can they extenuate themleUe': or become 
fmaller, nor can any Animal do thus befides them¬ 
felves. Nor know I any Animal that doth ( in Co¬ 
ition) more firmly adhere to the Female, than this 
Worm, whom 1 have many a time fieen, in the Spring 
Seafon when the Cold is allwaged and the Earth a- 
gain open, to join himfelf to the Female ( not un¬ 
der the Earth ) but to creep out of the Earth with 
half his Body, and fo appy himfelf to the half part 
of the Female, who likewite creeps out of the Earth, 
and he fo long labours with her, till there is made a 
thorough conjoining of both their Bodies. And 
thefe two Worms are fo pertinacious or earneftlv 
bent on this aftion, that they will rather Puffer 
themfelves to be flain than be feparated. This ve¬ 
nereal Labour being finiffied, they do each of them 
betake themfelves into their Caverns or Holes. 
Such Elens as feed on them do plentifully lay Eggs 
daily, and fometimes two on a day, the which thing 
no fort of Corn will make them do. That Earth¬ 
worm is endued therefore with a venereal Nature 
and Property. There are befides thefe, other final' 
Vermine that are far more prone ( and approach 
nigbeC) to a venereal Nature, and they area fort 
that-have fix Feet and run moil nimbly, and have 
wings but do not make ute of them They are fmall 
and broad, and are in great companies in old Walls, 
and old rotten Boards of Stables, and lay their Eggs 
in rhe Walls and Wood. They come abroad oneiv 
in curious Weather, and in a rainy and cold Seafon 
do betake themfelves to their Holes, and in fair 
weather out come they again, and obterve no order 
in their coupling. The Female going, carries rhe 
Male along with her fitting on her back, another 
Male being fironger throws him off, and himfelf 
gets up upon the Female, and he again being thrown 
off in his room comes a new trader, and thus fpend 
they rhe day in this riding kind of Sport, and the 
Female is exercited with an unceffant Change of 
Males. They are not teen to ear any Food. Some 
of them I fhur up in a Glafi (b that they could not 
get away, yet fin this captivity) they betook 
themfelves to this venereal Act, and at length letting 
upon each other, would rather perifh with Famine 
than be feparated. They are fo fmall that an hun¬ 
dred of them will but weigh an Ounce : Their 
wings are red and fpotted with black. Thev run ex¬ 
ceeding 
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ceeding fwiftlv, I never could find any thing writ¬ 
ten of them. I gave them to Cats and Dogs to eat 
with their meat, and I found wonderfull things. 
Hens and .other Birds will not eat them , haply 
becaufc they cannot brook the too vehement 
operation of them. They muft needs be en¬ 
dued with fingular gifts, he that will make trial, 
may lo do, but yet lb as nor to ufe them but 
cor reded, became (amongft all the Vermine that 
I know of they do nioft excell, and abound with the 
g reate ft venereal Venome. There are yet befides 
thefe, other Worms (or Vermine) that are profita¬ 
ble to make Medicine of. The food and nutriment 
of the A fell i or Pig-lice is rotten Wood; if you touch 
them they row) up themfelves into a round 
Ball. They arc for the molt part ufed for reprefling 
of the Stone The Cimexes, or Knats, or Flies, 
are of a red colour, and do vex and dilquiet a Man 
at night, they fuck his bloud, and ufually quarter in 
old Pine-wood, and in ancient Chambers, and are 
deteftable things becaufe of the ftinch they emit. 
And befides them, there is another kind of fuch 
Vermine that arc of a green colour, and more vene- 
mous, aud yield a more filthy ftinch than the red 
Worms do. This InfeT haswings, and is four times 
bigger than the Cimcx, and live in the Grafs; but 
when the cold Winter approacheth, they then live 
in hollow Trees, or hide in the Chinks that be in 
Walls If an Ox or Cow do by chance in eating 
Grafs fwallow down fuch a kind of Vermine, they 
fwellup, and lometimes die of it ; but yet they do 
fo well know how to fhun them, that the Beaftsfel- 
dom fwallow them. I do from hence guefs, that 
there lies hidden in this kind of Animal, fome lingu¬ 
lar matter, becaufe of its wonderfull difpofition it 
hath : For I have tried by certain experiments that it 
can cither retain, or emit its ftinch as it pleafeth. 
It is a notable fubtile and fallacious Creature, and 
this I could confirm by wonderfull ftories. It doth 
exadly imitate the perverfe difpofition of all Turn- 
Coats, Luftfull, Venereal, and Beftial Men. It 
doth prefently depofite or lofe its ftinch intheuni- 
verfal Menfiruum, bur what it will (being thus pre¬ 
pared) perform, I having as yet omitted farther in- 
quifition, cannot tell. Infinite is the number ofthefe 
and fuch like Infers, and without doubt they were 
not created in vain, they profecute each other with 
a mutual and deadly hatred,and do by laying fnares 
endeavour ro deftroy each the other. I have known 
one little fmall Worm or Infed, that by fucking out 
the juice and ftrength of the great Earth-Worms 
do wax fat, and is in all places his Superiour or 
Matter. In the Spring-time he isa fmall lean Worm, 
and is not fo big as the Blatra, that live upon Meal, 
bur in Summer time he doth fo fatten himfelf with 
the Earth worms, and becomes fb unwieldy that he 
can hardly creep : He is black as a Coal, and moves 
himfelf by the many fhort feet he has, is about the 
thicknefs of a Quill, and about a fingers length, and 
under the earth fhrewdly bites the poor Earth¬ 
worm, and f ucks from him his belt juice, which faid 
Earth worm being no ways able to defend himfelf, 
doth out of meer pain creep out of the Earth, and 
brings out his faft adhering Enemy : he flicks on to 
him fb clofe, that he can’t be driven oft', and fo long 
fucks, untiil being well fatiated and full, he at length 
falls oil' of his own accord. I haveofteu feen thele Earth¬ 
worms f> long vexed with them and twined them¬ 
felves to and fro till this little Vermine hath pierced 
the Worm through, and divided him in twain, but 


yet clofable together again, if he can but onely get 
into the Earth. You may fee evident figns of ihe 
malice of this finall Vermine, upon fome of the older 
Worms, that have had feveral fuch birings, and yet 
doled together again. For 1 know no enemies the 
great Earth worms have, fave onely the Mole, and 
this fame Worm. This black and martial Worm 
having done with one, prefently lets upon another 
Worm, and fo lucks out the beft juice, aud leaves 
the body of the laid great Worm defritute ofanv 
ftrength. He is of great virtue and as to his excel¬ 
lency is ro be preferred far before all other Worms 
if but well prepared: As for Spiders, there are many 
talks of them as if they were poifonous, but I could 
never as yet find any fuch thing in thofe that grow 
in thefpaceof one year, and then vanifh away a- 
gain ; they are fuch that make their Webs on Tices, 
Bufhes, and the liketocatch Flies in, andarccroff-bea- 
ring Spiders, becaufe they have on their backs the fi- 
gureofaCrofs.Every month they putolf their oldskin, 
and fo do thofe too that make their Webs in the cor¬ 
ners and holes in Houfes, and will live three months 
without cither meat or drink befor they die. Thefe 
are fomewbat worfer than the former, and yet not 
fo poifonous as the report goes, and as is believed. 
All the green fort of Spiders, that live in the Grafs 
and among Leaves are void of all Poifon, (and all 
others) fave thole which abide in cold places, as 
Cellars, and moift Vaults, and nourifh themfelves 
with Infeds, and are covered over with a black 
and roughifh skin like black Silk or Velvet, are flow 
paced, and as being the Kings of ail Spiders, do 
kill the others by their biting, and devour them if 
they can but get them within their power. If one 
Spider be thrown into the Neft of another, the 
ftronger drives out the weaker, but they cannot 
any of them abide thefe black Spiders, abhorring 
their prefence, and running away as faft as they 
can. Nay more, neither the Black-bird, nor other 
Birds (whofe food’s the other Spiders are wont robe i 
will eat them. They grow old very flowly,and live in 
a Cellar many a year, as being parienr endurers of 
the cold, and do not renew their skin as the reft 
do. Thofe likewife that devour the Flies in ftores 
in the Winter, or at leaft-vvife are nourifihed with the 
fweet fume or vapour of Hony, Sugar, and fuch 
like things, and arrive to an old Age, arc alio vene- 
mous. All thefe are rarely uled in Medicine, there 
being indeed no need of them amongft fuch plenty 
as there is of good Medicaments. This one benefit 
I have obferved in them that they lb purge fick 
Hens, as that they recover their former health, and 
do prefently after get ftrength and wax fat. Em¬ 
mets that live by the juices and Rofins ofTrees, 
arc alfo ufed in Medicine, but yet do no great mat¬ 
ters. Locutts,Grylli (a kind of Grafs-hopper) and fuch 
like Infers,(though they arc endued with hidden vir- 
rues) are notwithftanding negleded, forafmuch as 
there is one onely Mineral that can elfedt more then 
all the bigger or Idler Animals, Worms,and Infeds,and 
therefore well may they be defpiled. There are al- 
fo fome things that are taken from the bodies of the 
bigger fort of Animals that are ufed in Medirine, as 
the Stomach, Intofrines, and Teeth of the Woolf; 
the Lungs of the Fox : The Gall, the Hair, the 
Skin, the Excrement, the Horns, &c. oforher Ani¬ 
mals ; but yet no great matters have been hitherto 
done by all this ado, becaufe they are parts or 
Members of fuch Animals, as being altogether void 
of Poif< n, are ufually Man's Food, or may fo be. 

Whereas 
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Whereas were they the partsot Animals that would 
alter our nature, or were they the Teeth, Bones, 
Horns, or other parts of venemous Creatures, and 
then changed and reduced into good Medicaments, 
ldmewhat might be done by them. By (uch as al- 
rcr nature I mean, the Teeth of Dogs, Wolves, 
Bears, Lions, and luch ravenous Creatures ; the 
Bones and Horns of the Elfe, Goats, Kids, Does, 
Stags, Elephants, and the Hairs of Men and other 
Animals. Amongft the venemous Animals, the 
Teeth and Skins of Vipers, Serpents, Toads, Sala 
manders, &c. In the third degree are the Teeth of 
the Sea dog, and Whale, and of the horned Fifties, 
and thole which the Dutch Marriners call Walruften, 
and others the Unicorn: the Horns of them, and of 
other fuch like Sea Monfters, whole Flelh is vene¬ 
mous, and therefore their Teeth mult necelfarily be 
endued with medicinal Vertues, provided they be 
changed and converted into a convenient Elfence. 
Bolides in the Excrements of all Animals, lies hid a 
lingular medicinal Vertue, nor is the volatile Salt 
( but cfpecially ofthofe that are poilonous ) to be 
contemned. The fixed Salt being the fubduer of 
many Dileafcs, doth not a little help to the making 
of Medicine. But I am not minded to treat of theft; 
at prefent, but will onely demonftrate by what 
means all Animals arc to be dilfolved by the univer- 
fal Menftrmns, and Poilon to be converted into moll 
whollome Medicine. The Vertues of them are al¬ 
ready known, nor is ought more required lave a 
due preparation, the knowledge of which I am 
minded to manifeft in thisTrearile. It is apparently 
evident that the Teeth, Horns, Skin, Hairs, and 
Claws or Hoofs, are by fo much the better and more 
efficacious Antidote, by how much the greater and 
more prelent Poilbn their Flelh is endued withal, 
and this we lee by experience. Such as defire to 
know more, of fuch like venemous Animals, may 
read my Book, of the lignature of things, wherein 
they will find many profitable things and worthy of 
confidcration. 

The preparation anti changing of all ‘venemous Animals 
and Worms , &C. into fafe and efficacious Medica¬ 
re tits. 

A S touching what belongs to their preparation, 
it doth not confift in the wav that hath been 
hitherto uled as to the preparing of Animals for 
medicinal life, the which have hitherto been either 

[ reduced into Powder, or clle have been converted 
into Spirits, Waters, and Oils, by decodtion in a B, 
or elfe turned ( by Calcination ) into Afhes, that 
fo their fixt Salt, may be extracted, or ( by fubli- 
mation ) pafs into a volatile Salt. I do no wife con¬ 
temn thele, and other hitherto uled ways and me¬ 
thods of preparing Animals for the ule of medicine, 
for in very deed they are good and profitable. But 
forafinuch as 1 have the knowledge of a better and 
more compendious way.of doing all thele things, 

1 neither would nor could any longer hide the fame, 
but communicate it for the good of mankind, and 
lor the help and comfort of the fick. And now that 
the well minded Reader, may percieve a difference 
between the old way of preparing thefe Medica¬ 
ments and my way, I will briefly declare and de 
inonftrate the fame. I have not hitherto heard or ( 
read of any other way than this which followed]/ 


'viz.. The Animals are either wholly or elfe (ome 
part of them, dried in the Air, then powdered and 
adminiltred in Powder in lome appropriate Vehicle, 
or elfe fome Honey or Sugar is added to the Powder, 
thereby to make it into an Eleftuary ; or elfe the 
Animals are digefted ( whilft new or frclh ) in Oil, 
then prelied our, and changed into a Balfam, that 
lo they may lerve either lor inward or outward 
Ufes as necefiity requires. Or elfe they are made 
up into other Medicines, and lb confefted and kept 
for ufe Or, being new, arc diftillcd by a B. in 
water, the refidue is by Calcination burnt into 
Afhes, and the fixed Salt, is ( by the benefit of di- 
flilled water) extracted out of the Afhes. Some do 
diltil the bodies of Animals, dry, or moilt, in a Re¬ 
tort, and do get a (linking Spirit, Oil, and volatile 
Salt, which parts they Sever from each other, reCti- 
fie them, and keep them to ule in time of need. O- 
thers do put the venemous Animals alive into Oil, 
or into lome other Oil drawn out of an Aromatical 
Vegetable by diftillation, and loluffocate them here¬ 
in ; and do afterwards ufe that Oil for outward 
and inward Ufes, as is evident in the Oil of Scorpi¬ 
ons. Thefe are the ways hitherto made ufe of for 
the preparation of medicaments out of Animals, nor 
have they been fruitlefiy uled. But whereas I faw, 
that the Animals being prepared the aforementioned 
ways are venemous and crude, but efpecially when 
they are but onely dried and powdered, and fouled, 
and that the adminiftring them to the fick is not 
without danger, becaufe they fet upon nature with 
too much vehemency, if any'(nay the fmalleftj cr- 
rour be committed in .the Dofe : and belidcs, they 
do (by their ungrateful! and loathfbme favour ) 
beget a naufeate, and withal confidering, that the 
Spirits, Oils, and Waters drawn out of Animals by 
diftillation, do for the moll part fmcil of an Empv- 
reum, and are extremely diftatefull to nature; and 
that though the volatile Salt, and the fixt, which 
contain the greateft Vertues of the Animals, and 
may more commodioufly be taken into the body 
than the Oil, which is plainly intolerable to fick 
Perfons becaufe of its flinch; yet forafmucK as in fuch 
an Operation the chiefeft Virtue is burnt up, -and 
corrupted, and that therefore the Medicament lo 
diftillcd is lefts profitable than the crude Body of the 
Animal; this way and merhod cannot at all be ac- 
compted of as worthy the being ranked amongft: the 
bell fort of Medicines. Seeing then and well per- 
cieving all thefe Circumltances, I counted it wholly 
necelfary to bethink my feIf of a more profitable and 
better way, and fuch a way too, as by the help 
whereof, every Animal, or at leaft fuch a partof it 
according as ;s requifite, may ( without any fepa- 
rating of the whole body into divers parts) be diflol- 
ve d, and changed in its whole fubftance by a cer¬ 
tain diflolving and correcting Water poured upon it, 
and lo its veriome be converted into Medicine. Now 
the diflolving Water, and the dilfolved Medicine 
Rand in fuch a poffiure, as that it may be again ab- 
ftraCted and feparated from the dilfolved and cor¬ 
rected body after its diflolution and correction, and 
this fo corrected or purged body may be adminiftred 
in fome convenient Vehicle to the fick, or elfe alone 
by its felf, as lhall be more clearly manifefted in ther 
following difeourfe. 
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A univerf.il Menftruum by the help of which all Ve¬ 
getables , sinimals, and Aimer ale are diJJ'c! vt d y cor- 
reeled , and reduced into a mo ft pure and moft fafe 
Medicament. 

J havc in my Miraculum Aiund:^ taught and told 
you thaV* Niter is the true univerfal diflolvcnr, 
and is operated vvithall three manner of ways, 
i. As it is in its own proper nature and form, 
a When it is changed into a fixt and fiery Li- 

i ; When (by the benefit of the fire) it is diftilled 
into an Acid Spirit.' With thefe three inftruments 
are dillolved all wharfoever is in the nature of things, 
are amended, and rranfmuted into a better and pu 
icr fubftance. But the manner how this is done 
(hall clearly be taught in this Treatile, and explai¬ 
ned, inlomuch that all fuch as have either out of 
grofs Ignorance, or conceited Pride, or meer dia¬ 
bolical hatred and envy, hitherto contemned, defpi- 
fed, and traduced it as a thing impofliblc to bedone 
(a s Foments for one) may be confounded with fhame, 
and be driven to confefs, that their meer ignorance, 
pride, and envy, caufed them to oppole the Noon¬ 
day light, and attempt the extinguilhing, blotting 
out, and oblcuring the fame. And although that 1 
have deferibed the preparation and ufe'of the uni- 
verfal Menftruum , both in my Miraculum Mundi, and 
in its explication, as likewife in my Apology againft 
Famerus ; yet notwithftanding many perfwade them- 
felves, that that deferiprion is too much clad over 
with darknefs, and that without a more accurate 
and plainer declaration or explication, it cannot be 
underftood, and confequently not made ul'e of. 
Therefore that fuch Men may have their food ready 
chewed, and thruft into their mouths, and may 
have no farther caufeof labour and confederation, 1 
will give a plainer declaration and make (in God’s 
name, for whofe honour, and for the benefit of all 
mankind, I have thus purpofed to do j an initiation, 
and perfectly demonftrate, that Niter is (by the 
three aforementioned ways) able to dillblve, and 
alter all whatfoever is in the nature of things, and 
to reduce them into a better fubflance. Thefe are 
the weapons wherewith I enter the lift with all de- 
riders and haters of the truth, and do demand, if 
they have any better and more powerfull thing, 
than this univerfal difiblvent out of Niter, if fo, to 
produce it ; if nor, then to let this alone Every man 
has his liberty, (if he hath better) to publifh it for 
the common good ; but if he can’t produce a bet¬ 
ter, he may well fubntit himfelf to the truth. Ve- 
rilv would any man difeover a better univerfal dif- 
folvent, he would do mean acceptable thing, and 
I wou'd moft readily acknowledge any errors I have 
committed in this matter, and would refufe my own 
proper writings. But that fomc fuch will arife and 
do this thing, 1 do not in the leaft fear. If fuch an 
one lhould come, we will hear and fee him, and re- 
cieve him with a decent reply In the mean while 
we will addrefs our felves, to the preparation of good 
Medicines, to the honour of God, and benefit of 
our Neighbour. The bettering and correcting me¬ 
tals, which is to be accomplifhed by the laid Niter, 
is exactly deferibed and demonftrated in the fecond, 
third,and fourth part of the Treatile of the profperi- 
ty of my Countrev'; in this place we have purpofed 
to treat onely of medicines. But as for the way of 
reducing Niter into a fixt and fiery Liquor, and al- 


fo into a Volatile, Acid and fiery Spirit; we have al¬ 
ready taught in other places of our writings, lb that 
it is a meer needlefs thing, here again, to repeat the 
fame But becaufe it is profitable to the lover of 
Arts, that he find both the preparations here con¬ 
joined, I have deemed it necefl’ary to let them down 
both to your view. 

7 he Frccefs of turning Salt-pel cr into a ftery Liquor. 

T AKE of pure Saltpeter, and fuch as is free from 
all common Salt one pound, put it into aftrong 
and well burned Pot or Crucible, with a Cover to 
it, put it into a Wind Furnace, urge it lo long with 
Coals till it be a bright red hot, and all the Nirer 
How ; which being molten and in flux, call in a little 
Powder ofgood Char coals, that fo it fwimming at 
top of the Salt peter may burn up. This Coal Pow¬ 
der being conliimed, throw in i’ome more of the 
fame, and proceed on thus with calling on Coal Pow¬ 
der fo long till the Coal Powder you call in will nor 
take Fire any more, and the Salt-peter appear of a 
greenifh and sky-colour. Then pour it out thus 
molten into a warmed Mortar or Balon, (for if you 
throw it into a cold Vellel, it will leap up into your 
Face) and there let it lie till it be cold. If you touch 
your tongue with fome of this Salt, you (hall find it 
fiery like the Salt of Tartar. Beat this Salt into a 
Powder and pur it into a Glafs, or elfe let it in fome 
moift or cold Cellar, and in few days, nay,or hours, 
it will be dillolved into a clear and fiery liquor,which 
ftrain through Cap Paper or a Filter (as they call it) 
and fet it up for ufe. 

The ufe thereof in the preparation of fuch Medicament i 
as are made out of Animals , and alfo Vegetables. 

F Orafinuch as the ufe of this Menftruum is already 
demonftrated in mv firft Apology againft barne- 
rns, and in the firft part of thisSpatyvicrt/ Pharmacopeea , 
wherein the Eftenccs of Herbs are taught. But in this 
Treatifc fhall mention be made onely of fuch Medi¬ 
caments as are preparable out of Animals. 1 will 
here fet down the way and manner of operation, 
whereby not onely Animals, but alfo Vegetables 
my be corrected and tranlmuted into fafe Medica¬ 
ments. And here it is to be noted, that the ufe of 
this Menftruum , takes p'ace onely in correcting fuch 
Herbs and Animals as are ftrongly operative and as 
it were venomous, whole malice is to be necellarily 
removed. For thofe Herbs that are good, and ufed 
in the Kitchin, and without any hurt in them, need 
not any correction, except one will make out ofthem, 
an extract by Spirit of Wine, or make of them a 
burning Spirit, and Oil, as alfo a fixed Salt, and 
conjoin them by the benefit of Art, and make them 
into fweer EUences, which labour is accurately de¬ 
feribed in the firft part of my Spagjrical Pharmacopva. 
In this place wetre at onely of turning Animals,Vege¬ 
tables, and Minerals into fweet Medicaments, by 
the benefit of Salt-peter: And in other places of 
my Writings is fufficiently enough taught by what 
other ways, and thofe various ones too, leveral Me¬ 
dicaments may be prepared, and that without the 
help of this univerfal dillblvent, whereto I refer the 
well minded Reader, and proceed on here to teach 
the preparation of the laid Medicaments by that hi¬ 
therto often named fiery diftblvcnt, which (without 
any additions,) is of notable cffeCt. 


The 
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The Preparation -of Animals and Vegetables by the fiery 
Liattcr of Niter, their Dijjolution, Correifion , and 
Tran/mutation into zvholfome Medicines. 

T AKE any Animal or Herb, what you pleafe, if 
it be new, cut it fmall ; if the Animal or Herb 
be dry, beat it into Powder, and pour thereto the 
liquor of fixt Niter, that it may well moiften the 
Animal or the Herb, and may cover it all over ; fet 
the Glafs in a B. and digeft the venemous Animal or 
Herb for one day and night, in which time the li¬ 
quor ofNiter will ripen the venemous Animal or 
Herb, and tranfinutc it, and make a Medicine of 
rhe Poilon. After the Cucurbit is cooled in the Bal- 
neo, take it out and pour forth the liquor, together 
with the correded Animal or Herb into another 
Glals having a long Neck, and pour thereon the 
bell: Spirit of Wine, or burning Spirit of Corn, and 
fitch as is well purged from all Phlegm, that it may 
fwim on the folution the height of two fingers. Note 
well, that the liquor of Niter, and likewife the bur¬ 
ning Spirit, mult be well freed from all Phlegm, fo 
that the Spirit may not conjoin it felf with the Ni- 
ter, but fwim on the top of it. For if both of them 
be watery or phlegmy, there would be a conjunc¬ 
tion or commixion of them both, and your labour 
would mifs the event hoped for, and this is well to 
be obferved. Therefore feeing that fuch a commix- 
tion, is prevented by removing of the aquofity, the 
burning Spirit will attract to it felf, the true and 
corroded Ellence of the Herb or Animal, and leave 
the fixt liquor together with the unprofitable Faeces 
of the Herb or Animal. Separate the burning Spi¬ 
rit thus impregnated with the Ellence, and lo much 
that it can attrad no more, by pouring it off from 
the liquor, and pour more Spirit thereupon, repea¬ 
ting this labour fo long and fo often, untill all the 
Ellence (hall be extraded out of the liquor of the 
Niter. Then take all thefe extradions which con 
rain the tranfmutedor corrcded venomeof the Herb 
< r Animal, and put them together in a Cucurbit, 
in a 15. M and draw off the burning Spirit with a 
gentle heat, that fo at length the remaining liquor, 
may be of a thick and dark coloured reddifhnefs 
Note well that the belt part of the burning Spirit 
may be a'fb leparated in a 15. and referved for farther 
t:i- , but its temaining and weaker part may beta¬ 
ken out with the extradjOUtofthe B. M.and be eva 
pofated in a Glals Vellel, over a vaporous B. to the 
thicknefs of Honey For in fo doing, there's no 
fear of burning the extrad in the Cucurbit, if the 
15 fhould be over hot ; and this you are to have an 
elpccial regard unto. But if the evaporation can¬ 
not be done in Glafs Vefiels, by a vaporous B. then 
when the Ellence is brought to fuch a pals in a little 
Cucurbit, pour thereto fome of that burning Spirit, 
that came rtrfl over,and prelently fhakc it well about, 
and mix it well, and this will again forthwith ex¬ 
tract the pureft part ofthe Ellence, and leave behind 
a few Faxes, with a little of the fixt Niter Liquor, 
from the which, the burning Spirit together with the 
Efience, is to be forthwith leparated, by pouring it 
off, left it fhouid (by any longer ftay on the Faxes) 
draw alio to it (elf the Salt, and 16 not get the fweet 
Savour and Odour of die Ellence. But ifany one 
doth yet delire to make the Ellence more pure and 
more fweet, he may extrad it yet a third time after 
the alorelaid manner, and after this third labour 
there will remain again fome more Salt, and chcEITence 


will become Tweeter. If a diligent regard be 
not had hereunto, there will /for the moftparty 
fome of the fixed Sale abide with the Efience, and 
render it of an unpleafanr favour : this admonition 
therefore is not to be negleded, but fuch a one that 
covets the obtaining of any good mull bellow his 
labour with all kind ofdiligence. 

This is an exad defeription of thegnanner of pre¬ 
paring molt efficacious Medicines, out of the moft 
venemous Herbs and Animals. Furthermore this is 
to be noted, that when the Efience is extraded by 
the burning Spirit, out ofthe Alkalizated Herb or 
Animal, the remainder is to be boiled in an earthen 
or glazed Pot even to drinefs, and afterwards to be 
made red hot, that all the impurity may be confu- 
med by calcination, and the pure fixt Niter may re¬ 
main alone, which if you fee in a Cellar, and do 
again let it difiolve into a liquor, it will be of the 
fame virtues as before, and thus will it be many a 
time, and fo may the Spirit of the Wine be ufed for 
the like operation. 

Now although this fixed Niter doth change as 
well venemous Minerals, as Animals and Vegetables, 
and reduce their venenofity into wholfome Medicine : 
yet is it more fit for the fulphureous Vegetables, A- 
nimals, and Minerals, than for mercurial ones; and 
for fuch the Acid Spirit ofNiter is more fit, though 
it doth alfo difidlve, corred, and tranfmute Vege¬ 
tables, Animals, and Minerals ; tlic which is chief¬ 
ly obfervable in the Minerals, for therein may be 
learned the wonderfull property, and the all-chinas- 
changing efficacy of this Fire. For Niter crude °as 
it is in its body, being mixed with combullible Ani¬ 
mals and Vegetables, and enkindled, bums up all 
things, and drives them with cheflaffie up into the 
Air, infomuch that nothing fave the fixt Salt onely 
is left remaining: And therefore this crude Niter 
is altogether unfit for Vegetables and Animals, if you 
would have any good from them. But in the vene¬ 
mous Minerals it performeth its office better than the 
fixt Niter, or than the volatile corrofive or Acid Spi¬ 
rit, as fhall be afterwards fliown where we treat of 
Minerals. This 1 thought expedient to advife you 
of, and have thus done to this end, that thofe that 
are delirous of the Art may learn the divers opera¬ 
tions of Niter. The crude Niter doth (by its flame, 
display its virtues upon the venemous Animals, and’ 
changeth them in few hours fpace into fafe Medica¬ 
ments) Being reduced into a fixt liquor,it diffolveth 
all fulphureous Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals, 
the which thing the common or crude Niter, as alfo 
the acid and corrofive Spirit will never do : As this 
fixe liquor of Niter alfo diffolveth wholly the fulphu¬ 
reous Minerals, and leaves nothing behind fave rhe 
onely Fa?ces. So the acid Spirit of Niter diffolveth 
all mercurial Minerals, that nothing remains undifi 
folved. From whence’tis evident, that every nature 
doth lovingly embrace its like, and is willingly con- 
joyned therewithal!, and efpecially if fuch natures 
are pure and clean, and nor mixed with any other 
things. But that you may yet better underftand 
thefe things, hearken a little farther. There is no 
Herb, no Animal, no Mineral, that confifteth not 
of its three firft principles, viz.. Salr, Sulphur,'and’ 
Mercury, but yet are thefe very unequal : for in’ 
one lubjedt, the Salt is mod powerful!, in another.’ 
the Sulphur, in a third, the Mercury: But when 
in fuch fubjefts confining of the three principles,' 
there is not too much inequality, and that no prin¬ 
ciple bears fway over another; then either the acid'' 

Spirit; 
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Spirit, or the fixed. Salt of the Niter will alike dif 
folve them, as is evident in many Vegetables, Mi¬ 
nerals, and Animals, which being compounded of 
well tempered Principles, do admit of Solution and 
Correction, both by the fixt Liquor, as alio by rhe 
volatile acid Spirit: For example. I take fomc Herb, 
be it Napellm, or Mandragora, or Opium, or forr.e 
Animal, as a Spider, Scorpion, or Golden Scarabrcns, 
I deal on this^ubjeft now with fixt Niter ( as I a- 
fore taught ) and the whole will be dillolved, chan¬ 
ged, and become a fafe Medicament, ( for they con- 
fift of well tempered Principles. ) If now I pour up¬ 
on either Subject the acid Spirit of Nirer, it will be 
diffolved therein, changed,and corrected, and put on 
the nature of an wholfome Medicine, as well as 
when dillolved in the aforefaid Liquor. Now 
though both Liquors , •viz,.- the fixt Liquor and 
the acid Spirit do arife out of one Root, yet do they 
exceedingly ditFer in their nature, and do profecute 
as it were each the other with a deadly hatred : And 
that becaufe the fixt Liquor, as well as the acid Spi¬ 
rit, are in fome fort as yet adversaries, and do not 
absolutely bear fuch fway as if they were in one 
Nature For they are from one fubjeft, and are 
by the fire drawn out of common Salt-peter, and 
reduced into two contrary parts and into Enemies 
oppofing each other. But they are again conjoined, 
that they may mutually fet upon each other, with 
that enmity they have received from the fire, and 
may overcome and kill each other, then neither the 
fiery Liquor, nor the acid Spirit is any more difeer- 
ned, but they return unto that which they were 
before, and from which they were born, viz,, un¬ 
to Niter or common Salt peter. Excellently well 
therefore fay the Philofbphers, make the fixt Vola¬ 
tile, and the Volatile fixt. Hermes alfb faith, that 
our Dragon dieth not without his Brother and Sifter, 
many things might be fpoken of this matter, but 
they belong not to this place, but to the fourth part 
of the Profperity of Germany , in which is treated 
of the Concentration of Gold and Silver into Tinc¬ 
tures, but if fo be that one of the aforenamed Princi¬ 
ples,whether it be Sulphur or Mercury (for the Salt 
is not to be here confideredj do bear overmuch fway 
in any fubjeft, then both the diflblvencs cannot a- 
like dilfolve that body, but that dilfolvent onely 
which is appropriated to the nature of that Subjeft : 
As for example. The feed of any FIcrb ( though it 
hath a mercurial Salt) yet the Sulphur hath the 
predominancy, and therefore admits of dilfolution 
by the fixr Liquor rather than by the acid Spirit. 
Bur if the Oil be feparated from the mercurial Salt, 
either by exprefling it or dillilling it our of the Seed, 
then the fixt Liquor hath a greater efficacy of ope¬ 
ration upon its like, and dilfolves all the Oil, with¬ 
out leaving any part thereof behind. But contrari- 
wife, the Oil being fevered from its mercurial Salt, 
which admitteth of the acid Spirit onely, the acid 
Spirit hath no power at all to diflolve it, though he 
be arilen from rhe very fame Subjeft, as his brother 
the fixt Liquor is. So then the Siller anfwers not 
the brother in the like operation, and’tis impoflible 
for the Sifler to accompliffi thofe things that the Bro¬ 
ther doth. But when both brother and After are 
mixed together, they do again beget Children 
like to their Parents, viz,. Hermaphrodites, from 
whence themfelves had their Original, returning to 
Ample and crude Niter, out of which there do a- 
gaiu proceed rhe like Procreations and Generations 
of the inafculine and feminine Sex. And fo one birth 


tranfmutes it felf into another, augmentethandbet- 
tereth each other and that even to infinity, if it do 
but get its own conjugal bed, and be dealt withal in a 
Philofophical manner. And what we have faid of 
rhe vegetable Sulphur, the fame may likevvife be un- 
derftood of the Animal and Mineral. For fuch a 
Sulphur as is fevered from its Salt and Mercury, the 
acid Spirit of Niter will not dilfolve, but its Sulphu¬ 
reous Liquor doth readily perform it, and this doth 
wholly dilfolve the common mineral Sulphur, 
whereas the acid Spirit leaves it untouched. But 
fuch a Subjeft as participates of both Natures, viz,. 
of the fulphureous and mercurial one, doth admit of 
dilfolution both by the fixt Liquor, and by the acid 
Spirit, whether it be a Vegetable, Animal, or Mi¬ 
neral. Therefore the extreams, viz,, the beginning 
and the end, the firft Ens and lalt Effentialiry, the 
volatile and combuftible, and the fixt and incom- 
buftiblc, are to be compared with each other, ( as 
thus. ) Let the common combuftible Sulphur and 
which adheres to Minerals and Veins of Metals be 
accompted of as the beginning, and let Gold be ac- 
compted the end. The fixt Liquor now diflolves the 
Sulphur wholly, but cannot do fo with rhe ripe 
Gold ; but rhe acid Spirit dilfolves that, and cannot 
at all dilfolve the Sulphur. But now fuch as are 
middle Subjefts and do partake of both natures, viz,. 
of a fulphureous and a mercurial, luch as are Saturn , 
Jupiter , Alars , V znus, Aiercury , Luve ; for they are 
diflolveable by both, viz,, by the fixt Liquor, and 
alfb by the acid Spirit. But by how much the more 
either of them partake of combuftible Sulphur, by 
fo much the eafier doth it admit Solution by the 
fixt Liquor. So this Liquor doth eafily dilfolve thefe. 
Minerals, viz,. Antimony, Auripigment, common 
Sulphur, red Arlcnick, '&c. and of metals thefe. 
Mars, Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, difficultly ; Lime more 
difficultly; Mercury moft difficultly ; but for Sol, 
which is the laft and belt of all, it doth in no wife 
diflolve, bccaufe it is plainly freed by nature from 
its fuperfiuous, extraneous, and burning Sulphur, 
and is waffied, purified, and maturated into a moil 
pure mercurial Subftance. Contrariwife the acid 
Spirit ( if it be ftrong enough ) doth dilfolve all, even 
from the fupreameft metal, to the lovveft Mineral, 
Sulphur cnely excepted, which it can't dilfolve. Yet 
doth it more ealily dilfolve one Subjetft than another 
according as it is of more affinity with, or remote, 
from its own Nature. And therefore every Chymift 
may eafily know the Nature and Properties of eve¬ 
ry metal and mineral by the diffolving them, with 
thefe two, viz,. Liquor and acid Spirit. Note well, 
I have (by this means) found our what Metals 
and Minerals arc of neareft Affinity with Gold, and 
this kind of enquiry is far more certain and fafer 
than the reading of many Books; nor will it be 
hurtfull to him if he did underlland the fignature of 
metals and minerals, and thereby know how to learn 
their Nature and Property ; but my-intent is not to 
treat of that, in this place, but will refer my labour 
to the fecond part of my Treatife of the Profperity 
of Germany, where we will fpeak of the Concentra¬ 
tion of Metals and Minerals. But that I may trifle 
our no more time in the difcourling of the difference 
of metals and minerals, I will go on and deferibehow 
the venemous Subjects of Animals and Vegetables 
are to be diffolved by the acid Spirit of Niter, to be 
tranfmuted and ripened thereby, and converted in¬ 
to fafe Medicaments. 
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Part II. the Spagyrical Difpenfatory. 


The Proccfs and Preparation is as follows. 

'T'* A K E cither Nux Vomica y or venomous party- 
coloured Toads, Scorpions, Cantharides, or fuch 
like venomous Vegetables or Animals. Cut your 
Vegetables, but take your Animals whole as they 
are, that (o dying (in the Menftruum ) they become 
greater and fafer Medicaments, put them in fome 
glafs: Asfor example. Take oneOunce or two Oun¬ 
ces of the Spirit of Niter ; put it in a glafs with a 
narrow neck, that fb it may be hopped, and put 
into that Spirit fuch Vegetables as you would dif- 
iolve ; which being diflolved into a Liquor, then pur 
vet more Herbs, thus doing fo long till the Spirit 
grows thickifh, and can diflolve no more. After the 
lame manner may you proceed with the Animals if 
dead ; but if alive, then to the Spirit add fome water 
before you put the Vermine thereinto ; for the too 
too vehement force of the Spirit, is to be fo allayed, 
that the Vermine being put in alive may not pre- 
fently die, but may kill himfelf with his own proper 
Poifon. For if the Spirit be too ftrong, fuch kind 
of Animals will die in lefs than a moment, and not 
know what hath happened unto them. But now 
they live longer in the milder Spirit, and when they 
lee that they mud needs die, they are extreamly 
enraged, do prick, and bite, and kill themfelves with 
their own Poifon, inlomuch that the venome is in- 
creafed, and the Medicine acquires the greater Vir¬ 
tues. So then thole which thou haft put in being 
diflolved, add more until! the Spirit becoming thick, 
can diflolve no more ; ftrain this Solution through a 
thinLinnen Cloath intoanother glals,and pour there¬ 
on by little and little, or drop by drop, the fixt Li¬ 
quor of Niter, that it may kill the acid Spirit, and 
they both having loft their ftrengths return into Salt¬ 
peter as they were before, and the correded Vege¬ 
table br Animal may be precipitated to the bottom 
in the form of a Powder When you have fo done 
pour on fome more frelh Water, or Rain-water, that 
the Salt-peter may be the better diflolved. Then 
pour out all the Solution, through a thin Linnen 
Cloth placed in a glals Funnel, into another glals, 
that fo the Salt peter, which before was partly an 
acid Spirit, and partly a fixt Liquor, and is again 
become Niter, may ( being diflolved with the water 
poured thereon ) run through the Cloth, and that 
correded Vegetable or Animal may flay behind in 
the fame, the which by pouring on ftore of fair wa¬ 
ter, is to be freed of all Saltilhnels, and afterwards 
to be put together with the Cloth upon Cap-paper 
feveral times doubled. This Paper will drink up all 
the moiflure, and the remaining Animal or Vegeta¬ 
ble Powder will ftay behind: which being thusdried 
is to be lay’dup for ufe, and may afterwards be uled 
either per fe in the form of a Powder or be reduced in¬ 
to Pills, which before this preparation could not be 
fafely uled, nor without much danger. There is 
befides, another way of turning Animals and Vege¬ 
tables by the acid Spirit of Niter, or by the fixt Li¬ 
quor into whollome Medicaments: and the manner 
thereof is thus. 

Thole Subjeds which refufe to be diflolved by the 
fixt Liquor, are diflolved by the acid Spirit, and 
precipitated with the fixt Liquor, or contrariwile 
thole which are not diflolveable by the acid Spirit, 
are diflolved by the fixt Liquor, and precipitated 
by the acid Spirit. All being precipitated, and the 
Diffolvent fufficiently (lain, let fome more of the fixt 


Liquor be poured thereupon, fo that it may mi ch 
exceed in quantity the acid Spirit. This done, let 
the Phlegm be drawn off in a vaporous B, and to 
the remaininging Liquor, let be poured as much bur¬ 
ning Spirit as is lufficient, that lb it may by extrac¬ 
tion extrad all that is to beextraded This burnn g 
Spirit operates upon, and attradeth to it fel r , no o- 
ther thing fave the onely Eilence of the Herb or A- 
nimal alone, and leaves the Diflolventt untouchr. 
But this Ellence is no ways inferiour neither in vir¬ 
tue or efficacy, to that which was prepared after 
the before dclcribed manner. And thus much let 
fuffice to have been laid of the preparation of Vege¬ 
table and Animal Medicaments. And now we will 
betake our felves (in God’s Name ) to fpeak like- 
wile of Mineral and Metalline Medicaments, and 
lee what good thing the Omnipotent God beftoweth 
on us by the benefit of thefe things. 

The preparation of Metalline Medicaments is al- 
rnoft a-kin, and like to the precedent preparation of 
Vegetable and Animal ones, and doth herein onely 
difier,that the nioft part of Minerals and Metals, are 
diflolved, correded, and converted into fafe Medi¬ 
caments by crude and purified Niter, as the follow* 
ing manner demonftrates. 

Take of powdered Antimony and purged Niter 
each alike, mix thefe equal parts in a covered Pot 
leaft the Mafs leap out, ca'cine it, after Calcination 
pour it forth, and reduce the Mafs into a Powder, 
and walh off the Salt peter with Water and dry the 
Antimony, which hath now loft its black Co'our, 
and is become white. Mix it again with an equal 
part of Salt-peter, calcine it, and wafli it, and re¬ 
peat this Labour a third time. This done, the An¬ 
timony hath laid afide all its venomofity arid black- 
nefs, and become white, and fuch a medicament, as 
may be tnoft fafely adminiftred in expelling all Di- 
feafes by Sweat, the Dofe from two, three, four, 
even to fix Grains. Note well, if you ufe the Regu- 
lus infteacl of the Crude Antimony, it will prefencly, 
in the firft operation become a white Diaphore- 
tick, and to be adhibited in the fame Dofe. Even 
after the fame manner may you deprive poifonous 
Arfenick, Auripigment, and fuch like Poifons of all 
their venomoufhels, and tranfmute them into moft 
fafe Diaphorctick Powders. But forafmuch as the 
preparations of them do not correfpond with every 
ones mind, yea and may eafily injure the ignorant 
and unskilfull, my advice to fuch men is this, that 
they abftain from medling with them and betake 
themfelves to Antimony onely, and to fix him well, 
for that they may ufe him with far more fafety. But 
that I fpeak here of thofe moft highly venomous 
Objeds, I did it for this end, that every one might 
know, that even the chiefeft Poifons may be correc¬ 
ted and tranfmuted into Medicines, merely by the 
help of Niter alone. But he that defires yet farther 
to render Antimony fafer and better, let him ufe the 
following preparation: Take the aforefaid Diapho- 
retick Antimony, fixed by the help of Niter, diflolve 
it up in ftrong Aqua Fortis : and being diflolved, 
precipitate it with the fixt Liquor of Niter, that it 
may fettle to the bottom like a fnowy Powder .- Pour 
off the moifture, vapour away fome part of the hu¬ 
midity, and fet by the remainder that the Salt may 
(hoot, and fo will you have your Niter again. As 
for the Powder, dry it and wafh it well with water, 
and it may well be ftyled a Bezoardicam Mineral, be¬ 
ing a moft excellent Medicine to expel all Difeafes by 
Sweat, the Dofe of which is one, two, three, four, 
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fix, even to twelve Grains, according as the Difeafe 
and Patient is. But I have diffidently enough trea¬ 
ted of this Medicine at large in my other Writings, 
and therefore needs not to be repeated in this place. 
So then all, Metals, Minerals, Stones, and whatfo- 
ever is in the World, may by tliefe three ways be 
dilfolved and corrected bv Niter, either crude, 
fixed, or acid, and be tranfmuted into Medicines 
void of alb kind of danger. Thou maift dilfolve 
all the Metals (Gold onely excepted) with the 
acid Spirit of Niter, and it thou put thereto a lit¬ 
tle Sal Armoniack, or reftifie it with common Salt, 
then it will likewife dilfolve common Gold. But 
the Minerals are dilfolved with the fixt Liquor of 
Niter, and precipitated, and then wafhed with 
common water, and being wafiied are ufed to 
make Medicine with. They yield fubtile Powders, 
according to the nature and property of their Me¬ 
tals and Minerals. The Powder of Gold is yellow, 
and is called Aurutn Fulminant , of Silver, Afhy, of 
Copper, Green, of Iron, Red, of Tin, and Lead, 
White, of Antimony, white; of Lapis Calammarts , 
Tuna, ’and Cadmia, Afhy : But the common Sul 
phur,’ and all the precious and common Stones, 
it (viz,, the acid Spirit) cannot dilfolve, but leaves 
them for her Brother, the fixed Liquor to dilfolve. 
So then what the Sifter cannot do, thar the 
Brother can perform with eafe, and that which the 
Brother can’t effed, that the Sifter undertakes the ac- 
complifhment of; and what neither of them can 
poffibly perform, we fee it poffible to be done, by 
their Father and Mother, viz., the crude Niter, in- 
fomuch that to this fiubjett is a power given of doing 
what you pleafe. But that I may perfectly demon- 
ftrate, that Niter is able to dilfolve all the things 
that are in the World, and may withall fhew, how 
thofe fubjefts, which yields nor to a Solution by the 
acid Spirit may come under the power of the fixt 
Niter, I will proceed on, and begin with the com¬ 
mon Sulphur. 

Take Sulphur reduced into Powder, one part, of 
fixt Niter two parts, put them in a Cucurbit, pour 
thereon twice as much water as they both of them 
weigh, viz,, fix parts. Boil them about one hour 
in Sand, in which boiling the Liquor of the fixt Ni¬ 
ter, will dilfolve the Sulphur into a red Solution. 
Strain it through Cap Paper, and precipitate it by 
the acid Spirit, then wafh it, and you lhall have a 
white and fubtile Powder, profitable in the Difeafes 
of the Lungs. And now it remains that I fhew you 
Flints, Sand, Cryftal, all kinds of Stones both pre¬ 
cious ones and common, (which the acid Spirit is 
not capable of dilfolving) may be dilfolved by the fixt 
Niter, and difplay their Virtues, the which is thus 
done. Make the Flint, Cryftal, Marble, or any 
other Stone chat is meltable in the Fire into a Glafs, 
very red hot, and prefently fquench it in cold Wa¬ 
ter, and dry it, that it may be powdered with cafe. 
Take one part of this Powder, and three or tour 
parts of fixt Niter, mix them well, put them into a 
Crucible, and cover the Pot, and melt them with a 
ftrong Fire in a Wind Furnace, that it may become 
a tranfparent Glafs. Then turn it out, Powder it, 
and fet it in a Glafs Veflel in a moift Cellar, thac the 
Stone may be turned into a Liquor ; or elfe having 
powdered the faid molten Glafs, pour common Wa¬ 
ter thereupon, which will dilfolve the Powder. If 
now you pour the laid acid Spirit of Niter on the 
clear Solution, then the fixt Niter being deprived of 
its fiery virtue and force, will let fall the dilfolved 


Stone in the form ofa Powder, which is to be wafh¬ 
ed with ftore ofWater, and be dried, and it will be 
the Magiftery of that Scone, which this operation is 
beftowed on. Thefe Stones may likewife be digef- 
ted and dilfolved in a ftrong Glafs fet on Sand, with 
the fixt Niter Liquor, but this moift way is more 
flow and tedious than the former dry way which is 
done by melting. And belides, the Glafies them- 
felvcs cannot long endure this liquor, bur are there¬ 
with alio dilfolved. Now thele Magifteries or Stones 
thus prepared are profitable in the Stone, the which 
they do not onely expel out of the Reins, but like- 
wile out of the Bladder, if it be not too much hard- 
ned. If you defire to make this Medicine yet bet¬ 
ter, then do thus. Take the Liquorof the Flints or 
Cryftals, that are dilfolved in a Cellar after their 
having been melted, put it in a Vial having a long 
Neck, whereon pour twice as much Spirit of Wine, 
but fee that the Belly of your Glafs be bur half full ; 
then let fome body or other fhake the Glafs in their 
hands ftrongly up and down, and commix the Li¬ 
quor and Spirit of Wine well, then will the Spirit 
penetrate, dilfolve and render itfweet. Note well, 
this agitation is neceflary, becaufe if it be not thus 
tolled to and fro, the Spirit of Wine will ftand at 
the top of the Liquor, and not attraift the fixt Niter 
toitfelf. Now when the Spirit of Wine that you 
poured firft on, is fliarp enough, pour that out and 
pour on more, and when that is fliarp enough, de¬ 
cant that alfo, and pour on more, repeat this operati¬ 
on fo often, untill the Liquor of the Stones be rendred 
fweet. Note well, the Spirit of Wine muft be void of 
all Phlegm, for if there be in it any water, the Liquor 
of the Stones would be precipitated into a Powder. 
But he that proceeds well and rightly will obtain a no¬ 
ble Medicine againft the Stone of the Mieioeofm. 

N. B. After that the Liquor of the Stones is 
brought to a fweetnefs, it is to be covered over with 
the Spirit of Wine, in the Glafs you keep it in, that 
fo the Liquor may abide in its Liquidity, otherwife it 
will in a tew days fpace be turned into a Stone in 
the Glafs. When you would ufe the Liquor, flop 
the mouth of the Glafs with your Thumb, and turn 
down the Glafs thar the Spirit of Wine may (as be¬ 
ing lighter) give place for the Liquor to flow out by 
your Thumb, and thus may you take out as much 
Liquor as you pleafe. 1 have been the more curi¬ 
ous in deferibing this preparation in this place, that 
fo no error may be committed, feeing this labour re¬ 
quires an expert Man, and not fuch a rude and in¬ 
lipid Sot as Farmna is. Experience teftifics that the 
Liquor, and the Magiftery of Sand, Flints, Cryftals, 
and fuch like Stones, are endued with one and the 
fame virtues Any one may chufe which in his opi¬ 
nion is beft. I commend the common white Flints, 
that are in the Sands of Rivers. The Magiftery 
of thefe are notably conducive to weak Stomachs, 
nor is any thing corrupted by the fame, whatfbevet* 
Difeafes they be uled unto. The Dole of the Pow¬ 
der is 4 , 8 , ti, 20 , 30 Grains, of the Liquor, 1 , 
2 , 3 , 4 , even to 10 Grains. This Liquor, whereib- 
ever it comes, adheres to every matter it meets with, 
if it be kept in a dry place, it becomes a natural and 
tranfparent Stone. In Man’s Body, itattracTs to it felf 
its like, and carries it off with it felf. There lie hid in 
it many other feerets, which forafmuch as they per¬ 
tain not to this place, are to be found in my other 
Writings. Moreover there are Stones found which 
do not admit of Solution either by the fixt Liquor 
or acid Spirit, and they are to be thus tamed. Take 
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that Stone which yields not to a Solution by the fixt diflolvent 
Niter Liquor, nor by the acid Spirit, beat it into 
Powder, then mix it with three times as much of 
the Powder of pure and well dried Niter. Then 
with this mixture fill a Crucible half full, rake up a 
Coal with your Tongs, and put it into the matter, 
and hold it hard on, leaft the flame throw it clear 
out again. So the Niter being kindled by the Coal 
doth (together with the Stone) flame and burn up, 
and caule Rich a fpeedy and vehement Fire, that 
the Stone is thereby penetrated and opened, and 
may (after this operation) be diflblved with common 
Water. This done, the Solution which hath imbi¬ 
bed (or which contains) the diflblved Stone, is to 
be purified by palling it through Cap Paper, and to 
be precipitated by pouring in of the acid Spirit, that 
lb the Stone may fettle down in the form of a Pow 
der, the which is to be walhcd with Water, to be 
dried and kept forul’e. Thus now have we diflblved 
all the Metals, all Stones, all Vegetables, and Ani¬ 
mals, and tranlfnutedthem into Medicaments. And 
were there yet any other thing in nature befidesthefe 
lubjefts, or could there be found any thing elfe, 1 


in 


their own na‘ 
any Medicament- 


would have taught its Solution by this mv univerfal 
Mcnfrrwni. But forafinuch as I find nothing die befides 
Vegetables,Animals,and Minerals,as likewife all kinds 
of Stones, yea and Glals it felf, nor can find ought be- 
lides, it will defen'edly remain an univerfal Menfru 
um, and Diflolvent (though the moamifh deriders, 
and brethren ofignorancc,and haters of the truth,Iplit 
for anger) conftanr, unconquered, and incompara¬ 
ble, as long as the World Hands. As to its efficacy 
in bettering and corroding Metals,the fecond, third, 
and fourth Parts of my Treatife of the Profperity ol 
Germany will teftifie, for therein we treat of the con¬ 
centration of Metals. But as for fuch other myfteries 
as concern true Hermerick Philolophy , and that 
lie hid in this wonderfull fubjed, they are accurate¬ 
ly and fuccindly deferibed in my Treatife of the Na¬ 
ture of Gold, and of the concentration of the Ele 
ments, in which Book the ftudious Reader may de¬ 
light himfelf with divine and humane Miracles. So 
now we have proved and demonftrated, that Niter 
is an univerfal Alenfruunr^nA Diflolvent, feeing there 
is nothing in the nature of things that is able to re 
lift its dillolving virtues; nor can its like be found 
out. Well therefore may it mod defervedly remain, 
as in very deed it is, and as ’tis accounted of both 
by my felf and a’l skillfull Chvmifts. But now if 
any one fhall objed and fey, that the before produ 
ced proofs are no ways fetisfadory to him, neither 
do demonftrate that this diflolvent is al(o profitable 
as to the Philolophick Work, I do not intend to 
anfwer him, nor will I lb open my Bolbm to fuch 
Adventerers as Arnoldus did to Lully, but leave fe 
cret things in a fecret place. I have Ipoken enough, 
and do alio fpeak much in my Treatife of the con 
centration of Heaven and Earth. He that under- 
Hands not my feyings, and doth as yet defpife them, 
has no realbn to reckon himfelf amongft the Adep- 
tifts and Sons of Hermes , but rather is of the rank of 
the Famerians lodality, and muft remain at the Hogs 
Trough. 

The Ufe, Tomer, and Virtues, of the Medicaments cut 
of Vegetables, Animals, and Alinerals : The Com- 
poftion whereof we taught above. 
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S concerning Vegetables, fome few of them 
there are that need correding by the universal 


tor luch things as are 
ture whole and Sound, need not 
For Rofemary, Fether-fcw, tweet Marjoram, Sage, 
Thyme, and luch like Herbs needs no corredion, 
but may be reduced into their fvveet Eflences, accor¬ 
ding to the ways that I have preferibed in ihe firft 
part; but thole Herbs that are more flrongly opera¬ 
tive, andufed in medicinal affairs, are not without 
danger, fuch as are Henbane, Hemlock, Mandrake, 
Opium, Tobacco, Napc/liis, Levant-Berries, Nux Vo¬ 
mica, &c. thefe muff be amended by a good correc¬ 
tion, or elfe can they not befalely taken into the bo¬ 
dy. If they be difTolved by the fiery operative Men- 
ftruum and corroded thereby, (as wclhewed in the 
foregoing dilcourfe) then may they be raken into 
the Body rnoff fafely, and without any danger, and 
will perform things wonderlull in Medicine. And 
uhatloever was a Poilbn before is afterwards ren- 
dred a Poilbn Subduing Antidote For Example, 
Henbane, Mandrake, Opium, have by their nature 
a ftupefadive power, and do fupprels the viral Spi- 
1 it, do infed, or deftroy, the Humidum Radicale , do 
procure overmuch Sleep, yea, do clofe up the Life 
in perpetual S eep But now thole Herbs being 
correded by the force of the fiery Water, and being 
diflblved ol their Poilbn, do no morehurr, but allay 
all inward and outward pains, do pacific the vital 
Spirits being provoked and enraged, do compose all 
difquietudes with a fvveet pleafant reff, do expell 
venemous humours out of the Body by Swear, and 
do by reducing all things into a’quiet State, heal 
many Difeafes. The Ctcuta or Hemlock, Napellus, 
Levant-berries, Nux Vomica, &c. do not onely caufe a 
moft deadly Sleep,but do alloprovokemoft vehement 
vomitings, and make moft accute prickings in the 
body, and deprive Men of their Scences and under-- 
Handings, and do at laft bring on Death, if they be 
admitted into the Body in too great a quanritv, and 
arenot drawn out from thence again by ftrong vo¬ 
mitings. But fuch Herbs being corrected, and chan¬ 
ging the Poifon intowholfome Medicaments, do no 
morecaufefuch horrible and dreadfully painfull Symp¬ 
toms, but by penetrating the whole Body in a 
harmlefs and infenfible manner, do takeaway allob- 
ftrudions, and call forth all hurtfu’l things out of 
the Body, by fwear, urine, and ffocl, and frees rhe 
inward bowels by purging them from all impure hu¬ 
mours, and do happily rake away occult Difeafes. 
And now if they did before load the head with a very 
great heavinefs and render it mad and unlbund, it 
doth now mundifie it, and purge it, and free it from 
grievous and obnoxious Vapours, and do comfort the 
Brain and make Ingenuity or Memory better So 
that what they did corrupt (before their correction) 
they do now (after their being bettered amend and 
refrefh it. But however you are to have good re¬ 
gard, that you be carefully provident in the ufe of 
thefe Medicaments, that.you exceed not a due mea- 
fure, and So commit an errour, for it is not lawlull 
to play with fuch kind of penetrative Medicaments. 

The ffrongeft purgative Medicaments, as E ula, 
Cataputia, Stavejacre, Gummi Gutta, and fuch like,- 
being diflolved in this Alenjlruum, and precipitated, 
do lofe their vehemenr, and as it were venemous 
quality,and become fete and gentle purges. N. B. 
You are here to oblerve (as concerning this So¬ 
lution) that forafmuch as the Seed of Ejula, Caia- 
putia, Stavejacre, as likewife Gutta: Gambogta, and 
Scammony , are ofa fat andrelinous nature,are not to 
be diflblved with the acid Spirit of Niter, but with its 
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fixt Liquor, or better with the Spirit of Wine cor¬ 
roborated and alkalizated by fixt Niter, and to be 
precipitated with the acid Spirit. And fo with the 
lame Spirit of Wine, being made more ftrong by the 
addition of the fixt Niter, all Gums that have a fat 
quality ( may be thus dealt with ) and contrariwife 
fitch as are not fat may be difTolved with the acid 
Spirit, and precioitated with its contrary Liquor. 
Solikewife all bitter Juices, as Aloes, Myrrh, and the 
like, being therewith difTolved and corredted do ac¬ 
quire a more Tweeter and more gratefull Savour. 
It is alfo very fitting, for the grievoufly fmelling 
Gums, as Affa Fcetida is, and for correfting other 
fuch like (linking things arifing from Animals or Ve¬ 
getables, and fo fpoil them of their grievous Odour, 
and for corredting them into a gratefull fmell. In- 
fomuch that Tome things that emit even almoft an un- 
gratefull (finch may be fo tranfmuted as that they 
may afterwards yield a pleafant fmell. And although 
that I made (ome mention of this Work or Operati¬ 
on Tome vears ago in the firft Book of my Phi'.ofo- 
phical Furnaces, where mention is made of the Spi¬ 
rit of Salt, yet will I not leave it off fo, but deferibe 
more, yea and compendioufer ways too in my third 
part of the Spagyrical Fharmacopoea , for effecting 
fuch matters, and thereto refer the ftudious for the 
preparing of pleafant and efficacious Medicines. 

As for fuch Animals as ferve for the Kitchin, as 
Beef, Mutton, Pork, Hens, Geefe, and fuch like, 
alfo Fiffies and Birds, they need not much corredti- 
on. Thofe of them that are a year old or more may 
be boiled with Water, Salt, Spice, Wine, and Vine¬ 
gar, &c. the younger may be roafted on a Spit. 
Thefe are not hurtfull to fuch men as are in health, 
if they feed on them and drink after it a good draught 
of good Wine or Ale, that fo they may thereby waffi 
down into the Stomach any fuch matters as might 
flay by the way in theThroat, &c. 

if now any one would make ufe of venomous 
Worms, and Infedts in Medicines ( for fometimes 
they perform far more in Medicine than Vegetables 
can, as experience witnefleth) they are not to be 
adhibited without corredtion. But I do not here 
underftand the Kitchin corredlion, which is done by 
Wine, Sugar, and- Spices; but luch an one as in 
which all the parts remain together, and are correc¬ 
ted and amended by the fiery Menflruum, and that 
without the addition of any other thing as we taught 
before. And being on this wife corredted, they do 
not onely (afely conduce to a Medicinal help in 
defperate Difeafes, but do alfo become of greater 
affilfancc and comfort to many a Tick Perfon, and 
purchafe to their Authours a greater honour. It is 
well known even to blind Bayards and Barbarswhat 
etfedls fometimes the great Earth worms, Scarab*- 
t/s's, Cantbarides, Afelli or Pigs-lice, and fuck like 11- 
ritic provoking Infedts do effedt, being adminifired 
to the fick, crude, dried onely and fo powdered : 
he that defires to procure a good quantity of Earth 
worms, let him but thruft a (tick into the Earth, 
and ftir it to and fro thereby to difquiet the Worms, 
for they will prefently guefs that the devouring 
Mole is at hand, and will for fear creep by heaps 
out of the Earth, (o as you may then cafily take 
them. If any one loaths the Worms themfelves, let 
him take that Earth which the Worms do cad out to 
the top of the ground, after a warm Rain in the 
Springtime, and is like fmall bunches; as if they 
fhould fay, give us our lives for this Earth’s fake ; 
and from thence you may extract an E(fence, which 


will be as profitable to you as if you took us: N.B. 
The Meml* or Blackbirds feeks after this Earth and 
carries it to her young ones lying in the Ned, which 
thing they would not do, did it contain no good 
in it, but would rather take the Worms themfelves 
and carry them. A Dog which hath devoured ma¬ 
ny bones feeks out for (ome clean place to dung in, 
either on a (mooth done, or on the grafs, as that he 
fhould (ay, This do I give you by way of thankful- 
nefs for the food which you have bellowed on me, 
keep it and ufe it according to your knowledge. 
N.B. The greated Vertuesof Animals are placed 
in their Excrements, and not in their fleffi. Next 
the Excrements are the fuperfluities of the bodies, 
which (in men ) are, the Hair, Teeth, and Nails: 
In Bealls, the Hairs, Teeth, Hoofs, and Horns: In 
Birds, the Claws, and Feathers, &c. And that the 
May Worm frees from the Gout 2 nd Stone, See 
Docftour IVierus, he hath written a peculiar Treatife 
of the Gout, and of the wandering or moveable 
pains of the Joints, and of the intrinfecal and hidden 
Scurvy, and other fuch like Difeafes, and which 
are commonly accompted of as uncurable; all 
which he teachcth the removal of, by the means of 
the May worms, or unttious Scarabaus's. Nor in¬ 
deed is it without ground, that there is fometimes 
more effe&ed by fuch abjctfl and contemptible Ver- 
mine, than by the mod precious and highly edeem- 
ed Compofitions and Vegetables: This now they do 
crude as they are, and uncorrefted. But if the great 
Earth-worms, and principally their Enemies, viz,. 
thofe black, lmooth, and many footed Vermine, 
that fuck from the Worms their Juice and Strength ; 
and likewife thofe broad, and party-coloured, ve- 
nereous fmall Vermine, which we have before men¬ 
tioned (if all thefe I (ay ) be corrected by the fiery 
Menfiruum, they would not onely drive forth Urine, 
and the Stone, fafely and without hurt, but would 
withal moll notably llrengthen the nature of Man, 
and be a great comfort to many debilitated Gallants. 
The green Scarab*us's, the Cantbarides, and green 
Flies, being all of a venereal Nature, do ( being 
corrected ) not onely drive forth the Stone and 
Urine, but do alfo wonderfully (hew their efficacy 
in the Feet Gout, wandring Gout, and other grie¬ 
vous Difeafes which have already gotten deep root¬ 
ing : But that black and (low creeping May worm, 
or undtious Scarabatns doth operate the mod effica¬ 
cious of them all,and may be plentifully enough had 
in the Months of May and June. The whole knack 
of the bufinefs doth confilt in this, that fuch Ver¬ 
mine be well correded with the Liquor Alkahell, 
and fo prepared before they be made ufe of. As 
for thofe great and horned Scarabatns's, that live up¬ 
on the Juice and Ilofins of Nuts, Cherries, and 
Plums, - and are wholly of a Balfamick Nature, if 
they be corrected, I do highly encourage the ufe 
; of them both inwardly and outwardly, viz. when 
the internal and external Members are tormented 
with mod vehement pricking Pains and Torments. 
As for Emmets or Ants they have a wholfome 
and efficacious Balfam, and are healers both of in¬ 
ward and outward Dolours But the chiefeft of 
them are thofe that live in Woods wherein are llore 
of Pines, and Fir-trees, and do there feed upon the 
Rofins of the Trees, and do not as the others do, 
live upon leaves and graft, bur do in the Summer 
Months (lore their little Holes with the fmall Grains 
of thofe Rofins for their Winter food. And this the 
Inhabitants of thofe Woods know full well, and do 
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feek after it and fell it the Druggifts inftead of Maf 1 
tick. For it anfwers to the Maffick that comes out of 
India in efficacy, vertues, form, and odour, and hap¬ 
ly wc might not need that Gum, knew vve but 
how to get and ufe this. There is great variety and 
plenty of fuch like Infcfts as thefe, which without 
all queftion may be of great ufe in medicine ; but 
feeing they can’t be gotten in fuch plenty as the Ve¬ 
getables and Minerals may be, the ufe of them is 
forborn, and rarely are they fought after. Nor in¬ 
deed is it nsccflary to feek after and fetch from far, 
fuch things as we have prefent before our Eyes. 
The drift of my writing is this primarily, that I may 
demonffratc, that there are in the univerfal Men- 
ftnwm, fuch vertues as are able to corrcCt all vene¬ 
mous Animals, and deprive them of their Poifons, 
and to convert them into whollome medicaments, 
for the honour and renown of it, was I even con- 
ftrained to write thefe things. And as to its ener¬ 
getical Operation on venemous Minerals, it is fuffi- 
cicntly enough known, and doth mofl clearly appear 
even in its etFeft upon Antimony alone, the which 
being burnt twice or thrice with common Niter, is 
wholly deprived of its blacknefs, and cloaths it i'elf 
with a moft white colour, and becomes a Diapho- 
retick and an all-evil-refifting Powder. So is it to 
with Arfenick and Auripigment, thefe moft vehe¬ 
ment Poifons, which may be fo changed in a few 
hours fpace, as that they may be taken afterwards 
into the Body without any hurt or danger, and will 
fubdue and expel the greateft Poifons, though indeed 
there’s no neceflity of making ufe of thofe venemous 
Subje&s, feeing there is plenty enough of other 
means. ’Tis fufficient that we have fhown, that 
Niter hath fuch notable vertues, as to be able to in¬ 
vert the venemous Nature of every Vegetable, A- 
nimal, and Mineral, and of tranfmuting the Poifon 
into a wholfomc Medicament. Now becaufe the 
Animal vertues are more efficacious than the Vege¬ 
tables, and that the Minerals exceed them both, 
therefore by good right are thofe Minerals of great- 
eft ufe in medicine, which be moft efficacious, moft 
fweet, and moft fafe. But yet we would willingly 
have the Animals and Vegetables to retain their own 
dignity and ftation : And for the better difeovery of 
the difference betwixt thefe, and that my Neigh¬ 
bour may be the better and more fincerely ferved, 
neceflity doth even require a larger explanation. 
This therefore is generally to be obferved, that by 
how much the riper the Minerals be (and fo ’tis 
with the Animals and Vegetables ) by fo much the 
nearer they are to the Sun, and abide therein, fo 
much the fafer and fecurcr may they be taken into 
the Body. All Herbs, Vermine, and Animals, that 
delight in a warm Air, and love to abide therein, are 
never infefted or impregnated with fo great a Poifon 
as thofe are that delight rather in obfeure, fhady, 
and darkfome places. For Napellus, Mandragora , 
Qicuta , and fuch like Herbs are never, or at leaft 
moft rarely, to be found in other than dark places 
that are fhaded over. And fb the moft venemous 
Animals and Vermine, do moft willingly take up 
their abode in holes of the Earth, in cold and dark¬ 
fome Dens; and by reafon of the want of the warm 
Air remain venemous, aud do neceflarily hurt man¬ 
kind. But being digefted by the Liquor of fixt Ni¬ 
ter, they depolit their venemous quality and become 
wholfome Medicaments. So then all the maturati¬ 
on of rhings confifteth in heat, but Poifon confifteth 
in cold, witnefs Wine and the Fruits of Trees, the 


which being ripened by the lolar heat, men may 
feed on them without hurt, but if they be eaten raw 
and unripe they corrupt their Stomachs. Now as 
we have laid of Animals aud Vegetables, the fame is 
alfo to be underftood of the unripe minerals and 
metals. By how much the unriper and cruder they 
be, fo much the more do they hurt, and are unfit 
for the making, of medicine. And as for metals, 
they do by little and little, and ftep by ftep go on 
towards their perfection, and end : Like as an In¬ 
fant doth by little and little arrive to its higheft 
degreee of age. And as there is more to be found 
in a man that is arrived to man’s Eftate than there 
is in an Infant, fb is there in minerals and metals 
that have in long fucccfs of time attained to their 
maturity. And forafmuch as in them may be found, 
moft fafe, fweet, and efficacious Medicines, I have 
deemed it ncceflary briefly to detoft their dignity 
and degrees, and fticw the Ladder as it were, or 
Scale, wherein the metals ftand in order, and how 
by their fignature that perfeftion which they have 
gradually arrived unto, may be known. I do rc- 
femble the mines of metals to a Tree, thus, Saturn 
is the Root, Mars the trunk or body, Jupiter the 
bark that covers the Tree over, Mercury the Juice 
that fticks between the bark and the trunk, Venus 
the green leaves, Lune the flower, and Scl the fruit. 
The ancient Phyficians or Naturalifts, compared the 
feven principal metals with the feven Planets, the 
which comparifbn fquares notably well with them. 
For the Planets and Metals have a mutual corre- 
fpondency with each other. The Chymifts aferibe 
Lead to Saturn : Tin to Jupiter ; Iron to Mars : Cop¬ 
per to Venus : Quick-fllver to Mercury: Silver to 
Lime : and Gold to Sol: And even as the Planets 
do excel one the other in brightnefs, vertues, and 
other things • even fo do the metals, and this their 
nature informs us of, and their different fignature 
demonftrates. Verily when the ancientsWould 
mark out to us a perfect thing, they deferibed it un¬ 
der the form ofa round Circle : And bv how much 
imperfefter the thing was, by fo much the left ro¬ 
tundity did they give unto it. The Character of 
the Sun is Sol, viz* a Circle with a point in the 
midft : The Circle denotes the Golds perfeftion, the 
point in the middle of the Circle fignifies the Ori¬ 
ginal of perfection. The fign of Silver or the Moon 
was this Luna : which confifteth of two half Circles, 
and tells us of its half perfection : So is it with the 
other figns, and fignaturcs of the other metals. 
How much the nearer they approach to aroundnefs, 
fo much the nearer are they to perfeftion, and fb on 
the contrary. The Sun being the nobleft amongft 
all the Stars, doth alfo yield and make the nobleft 
metal, viz,. Gold, the which is like wife to be obfer¬ 
ved of the other metals But by how much perfec- 
ter the metals be, fb much excellenter arc the me¬ 
dicaments that proceed therefrom. Saturn or Lead, 
is not much profitable for the inward ule of the 
body, except it be in the Plague, and in other moft 
hot Dileafes. Being outwardly applied it dries up 
the moift affeCts of the body , and moift Ulcers, 
and healeth heat and all the external affeCts arifing 
thencefrom. Jupiter or 'Tin is fomewhat hotter 
than Saturn , but yet is withal very dry. Mars or 
Iron is hot and dry. Venus or Copper is hot and 
moifr. Mercury or Argent •uive is hotter and moifter. 
Lime or Silver is of a midling heat and moifture. Sol 
or Gold is at length of temperate heat and moifture. 
If now any good thing be made our of Gold,it corro- 
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borates the heart as being the moft noble memberof 
the body of man. And lo in like manner, Silver 
doth the brain: Argent vtve the Liver: Tin the 
Lungs: Iron the Gall: Lead the Milt or Spleen : and 
Copper the Reins. Thus have the ancient Philofo- 
phers and l’hyficians diftributed the metals and di- 
hinguiflied them, the which 1 leave as I find it, 
though perhaps (ome of them may yet admit of ano¬ 
ther diftinftid-L But fo long may they remain ( as 
they are ) until Elias the Artift, fhall by his com¬ 
ing releafe us of our Errotirs. Amongft the Mine¬ 
rals Antimony is the chiefeft,in whom the Vertucs ot 
all the Vegetables, Animals and Minerals, are col¬ 
lected and concentrated into one, as its (ignature 
declareth. For the Philofophers have figned it with a 
round Sphere by which the Earth is deciphered)and 
on it a crofs put, and is without doubt for this rea- 
Ibn, becaufe the Earth never produced any fitter 
Subject for medicine, and this is attefted by all true 
Chymifts, as may be read in their Writings; but e- 
Ipccially in Bnfil Valentine's triumphant Chariot of 
Antimony, being a Treadle he wrote in honour of 
this Mineral The fame thing doth that Philofo- 
pher teftifie, laying, common Gold and Silver doe 
not elfeCt ir, but their firft Ens does it. Now that 
Antimony is the firltand true genuine Ens ot Gold, 
is not oncly tcftilied by all the Philofophers, but al¬ 
io daily experience it felf witnefieth the fame, from 
whence it is as clear as Noon day, that Antimony 
is rarely to be found in any other places but in Gold 
Alines, nor is there ( betides ) any Antimony but 
what is pregnant with Gold, bur yet fome Antimo¬ 
ny contains more Gold and other fome lefs. Nay 
farther, amongft the very Veins of Gold it felf is 
Antimony often met with, and may therefore unde 
fervedly be (filed an unripeGold I my felf havefeen 
a piece of golden Vein, which was digged out of 
the Gold Mines, and contained fome pounds weight, 
in one tide there was pure Gold, mixt with the 
hard Flint, on the other fide was a black Vein of 
Antimony. There is a place in Germany called Gold 
Granack, nigh which in the SiuUtis Mountains cal¬ 
led Fichttlberg by the Germans, was found hereto¬ 
fore much Gold, but now at this day is there digged 
our oncly Antimony, cleaving on to the hard Flints 
and Rocks. And herewithal is immixed a golden 
Alarquelue, which being feparated therefrom, and 
prepared after a due manner, becomes a moft excel¬ 
lent Medicament, of which we fhall hereafter make 
mention. Further, had we not this teftimony of a 
daily experience, yet have we the witnefsof the true 
Alchyiny, which doth moft aH'uredly affirm, that 
true Gold may by the help of Art be extracted out 
of Antimony. Nay more, this incomparable Arr, 
doth not onely perform this, 'viz,, of bringing Anti¬ 
mony to the true ripenefs of Gold, but doth alfo fo 
change the Gold , by extracting its Soul ) that it is 
no more Gold, but is plainlv indiftinguifhable from 
any Regains of Antimony both as to the form, volati¬ 
lity, nature, and properties of the fame. And al¬ 
though an infinite number of men will contradict 
thele fin ings of mine, yet fhall they never draw me 
from this my opinion, for I believe but what my 
Eyes have feen. One Eye-witnefs is of more value 
than ten hear-(ay ones. Such as do gainfay thefe 
thing«, do build on no other foundations fave fuch 
as they have gotten by reading or hearlay, and what 
will not at all correfpond with experience. Well, 1 
will remain (table in my opinion and in very truth 
demonftrate, that there is nofubjeft to be found in 


the nature of things, that may be preferred in Medi¬ 
cine, before Antimony,fo that ir be bur duely brought 
into its true Effencc. 1 confels that whilft it is crude 
and as yet unprepared, it is a mere Poifon, and the 
ufe thereof is accompanied with a great deal of dan¬ 
ger. And fuch as do ule the common glals of Anti¬ 
mony, and other Medicaments made thereof after a 
rude manner, and fo hurt the tick, muft impute the 
blame to themfelves and not the Antimony. 

1 have mentioned in my Miraculum Mundi , and 
in my firft part of my Spagyrical Pharmacopeia, the 
preparation ofa Medicine out of Antimony,and have 
called it a Panacea. This now out (Fl ips the capa¬ 
city of very many rude and ignorant men, to whom 
it feems unlikely and impotfiblc, that a Medicine of 
(itch wonderfull efficacy fhould lie hidden in fo con¬ 
temptible and bate a thing as to deferve fuch a Ti¬ 
tle as a Panacea: but especially feeing fome unskil¬ 
ful! men, have inftead of it, adminiftred to the tick 
crude Antimony, and by faying it is my Panacea 
have with a wicked boldnefs deceived men, and 
have hereby brought an Odium and contempt a- 
mongft very many men, upon this true Medicine of 
mine Amongft thele is that faithlels Fartnrus none 
of the leaft, yea rather is more eminent or frandard- 
bearcr to the left, and fuch a one as may rightly 
be termed the blot and fcandal too of other'menl 


have already prailed it, and the thing doth withal 
concern my Neighbour’s profit, i could not omit 
yet farther to magnifie and exalt it with greater 
praifes, and in very deed confiim this truth, viz.. 
that fuch a Medicine may be made thereout of as I 
have deferibed, and therefore every one that judgeth 
of the truth without prejudice muft confels, thac 
there is not a better, aneifeSualler, or a more harm- 
lels medicament, and purchafable by a meaner price, 
inlomuch that both rich and poor may enjoy the 
fame, if fo be it be but prepared and uled as it 
ought. But that he who is ftudious after good me¬ 
dicaments may withal lee, that I have nor (pent 
my labour altogether on Antimony, but on other 
Subjects too, I will adjoin the delcription of the pre¬ 
paration, ufe and efficacy of other Subjects, and will 
take care for the preparation of rhofe medicaments 
for the benefit of mankind, and of the tick, and 
for the diftribution of them amongft the needy. 
For by this means fhall 1 fatisfie my confcience and 
fhall not be accufed thereby of burying rhe Talent 
given me, out of envy and hatred to my Neighbour. 
And whoever he be that hath any good thing,let him 
make ir common, and being moved with pity and 
commileration become ferviceable unto his Neigh¬ 
bour. But if he neither hath, nor knowerh ought 
better, ler him defift from contemning this, and o- 
mit defpifing the things he is ignorant of. And lec 
him not deprive the miferable poor tick people of 
fuch things as himfelf cannot give, that 1 o he may 
remain an honeft and pious man. But as touching 
the Medicaments, t which are here rreated of, they 
are indeed but few, however they are fuch as may 
next God be fafely confided in. 

I have formerly written of preparing a Panacea of 
common Antimony, and taught its way of making. 
But whereas the delcription is difperfed in divers 
tratts, and is obfeurer thereby, and haply one man 
may not have all thofe Treatifes, I have judged it 
expedient to repeat that delcription in this place, and 
to mention it in this Treadle. 


For my part, he that lifts may perfccure Antimony 
with as much hatred as heplealetii. But whereas I 
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The preparation doth lor the moft part conlilt in 
the Calcination by Niter, which corrects and chan 
geth the venonie and immature Quality of the Anti 
mony. Then afterwards the pure part is extrafted 
by Spirit of Wine, and becomes a tender and fpadi 
cious(or lighr-red)Powdcr,and can effect thofe things, 
which I do here alcribc unto it. It may be taken in 
a morning before you eat, either in Wine, Ale, or 
fome hot Broth, or in a foft poached Egg, or mailed 
Apple, and falling fome hours after it untill its ope 
ration be finifhed. The Dole is 5 or 3 of a Grain, or 
t, a, 3 , or 4 , Grains at mod for one time, regard 
being had to the Age and Difeafe, concerning which, 
the well minded Reader will find more written, in 
the firft part of this Spagyrical Pbarmaeopxa , and in 
my Miraculum Mundi , but yet I will here like wile 
annex ic for the benefit of the lick. 

Cf the common ufe of this Medicine. 

T ill S Univerlal Medicine may fafely and with 
out any kind of danger be uled in all the natu¬ 
ral Difeales of new born Infants, as we 1 as in thole 
of years, and ftrong people, and may be ufed I fay 
without any danger, and in lb (mail a dole as may 
not move in any one either a loathing or a nauleate, 
as thele large c.up-fu'.ls of the common Potions are 
wont to do when they are drank down. For that 
dole exceeds not 1 , 1 ,;, or 4 Grainsat the mod,and 
may mod eafily be taken down in afpoonfull of warm 
Broath, Wine, Ale, Water, or Milk, as the necelli 
ry of the lick requires For if this prelcribeddofebe 
oblerved, ic operates after an invifible manner, and 
drengthens the radical Moifture , and purgeth and 
expelleth out after a wonderfull manner, every 
hurtful) thing ( by little and little) our of the whole 
body, if it be daily uled, ( or every l’econd or third 
day 1 once each day according as the condition, or 
necedityof any one requireth. It defendethevery 
body from all hurtfull Caufes and Dileales, and ad¬ 
mits nor the lead venomous Air, but if the Dole be 
augmented, it doth allb difplay its vertues, by a vi- 
fible operation, and drives out by Sweat and Urine, 
or Spittle, fometimes upwards and downwards, eve¬ 
ry noxious thing, and operateth even as you will 
have it, according as your dofe is either more or 
lels, and as your Difeafe needeth. A dofe that is 
very fmall and void of any vilible operation, is wont 
to heal many Dileales, yea and the greated part of 
them. But lome Dileales there be which have deep 
rooting, and do therefore require a vilible operation, 
forafimich as they cannot be expelled with a fmall 
and invifible operating Dole. Ev^ry one therefore 
that prepared) and adminidreth this Medicine, mud 
accurately obferve this direction, that lb ( having 
regard to the Difeafe ) he neither exceed nor come 
Ihort in the adminiftration of this Medicament, but 
by a right ufing of the fame, he may obtain praile 
and glory. 

But that the whole matter maybe the better and 
more clearly apprehended,! will let down the ufe of 
the faid Medicine, accordingasmy felf have experien¬ 
ced it, in the mod grievous Dileales, that lb the lick 
may be inftru&ed and helped, and the left Errours 
committed. 

In the Plague and other raging burning Dilea¬ 
les, and contagious Feavc.-urs, this Medicament doth 
( next God s he p ) prelerve every one that rakes it 
daily, in this proportion, viz. to Infants I a Grain, 
to thofe of a midling Age, x, a, or 3 , at moft. But 
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it any one be infefted by either of thole Dileales, 
then the dole is to be doubled according to the par¬ 
ties age, or trebled, that the lick being well covered 
may tweac. li one time fufiiceth not to free him of 
this Dileafe, the dofe of the (aid Medicine may be 
repeated the day following, or the third dav, and 
fois ic to be proceeded on with, till the Difeafe being 
weakened is call forth. 

This way of prelervation and curing is not onelv 
to beobferved in the Plague, but it.‘ all contagious 
Dileales that cillaults 'with heat or cold, and in all 
kind ofFeavers whatfoever. The lick need not a- 
ny other Medicaments, for this is powerful! and ef¬ 
fectual enough ; provided you pray ferioufiy there¬ 
withal, that it may (by the help of God) drive a- 
way that abominable and deteftab'e Dileale the 
Plague, and the pricking paining Pleurifie, with the 
other Feavcrs. Nay farther, there is no Medica¬ 
ment, no not of the belt that performs what this 
can. 

In the Epilepfie, or Convulfions of Children, of 
whom a grear Number deftiture of fuch help die* 
this Panacaa is a moft experienced and certain reme¬ 
dy for them, and is to be adminiftred to a little In¬ 
fant prefently after its Birth,the quantity of the J parr 
or 5 parr ofa grain, in a little Milk, or elfe in (bine 
wanned frefh Butter, and is to be repeated again the 
third and eighth day following. But it ic fiiould be 
fo, that after fome days, weeks, or months, the fits 
do again come, then let your Dole be (omewhat 
ftronger if the Child needs it, and be (b often reitera¬ 
ted uncill the Difeafe be wholly liibdued and carried 
otf. I do moft highly commend this Medicine to all 
Mothers, for that abundance of Infants (otherwife 
health full and found enough are without any help, 
fnatched away by the violence of Death. And here 
the error of fome Phyficians deferves to be taxed, 
who adminifter to the poor little Babes, whole Glafs- 
fulls of the Water of Pearls void of all kind of Virtue. 
Alfb the Powder of lkzor.r Stone either with, or 
without the Water, together with the infufion of 
fnch like unprofitable things. 

Such Men as are of riper years, may daily ufe 
the Dofe of one, two, or three grains, and it will 
profit them. If not daily then may they repeat ic 
every third or fourth day at leaft, and fo continue 
until! the Difeafe being fubdued pals away: ’Tis 
needlefs for them to ule any other kind of thing, 
onely to oblerve this direftion, viz. that day that 
they do ufe this Medicament, let themfliun the cold 
Air, and abftain from Food three or four hours at 
leaft. 

In the Leprofie, and other like detcftable Difea- 
fes of whatfoever name they are called by, and in 
every kind of Scabbinefs, there is nor to be found 
any Remedy, whereby thole atttifts are more eafily 
and without any trouble or labour, taken away bet¬ 
ter than this, which never fails your hoped event, 
provided the lick be fo ftrong as to brook the Cure. 

In that deteftableand venemous Dileafe of Whore¬ 
dom ufually called the French Pox, there is nothing 
can be adminiftred fafer and fecurer than this Medi¬ 
cament, if the Dofe be bur fo much augmented, as 
not onely to caufe Sweat ftronglv, but alio to pro¬ 
voke Vomits and Stools ; and you are fo long to go 
on with ufing this Medicine every other day, unull 
the Sick be well, which may be in lome eight or 
fourteen days. 


He 











io8 


The Second fart of 


Part II 


He that is overwhelmed with the Dropfie, may 
rake one Dofe every Day, and for bear eating (for 
fome hours after "the ufe of this Medicine, (the 
which is necelfary to be done in other Difeafes alfo) 
but let him that takes it fb as to work ftrongly, 
proceed gradually from one grain to two, &c. 
untill it cauferh a kind of naufeate (but without 
vomiting) in as big a Dofe as is needful), and as the 
Patient can well bear. Which being thus done, the 
Dofe is afterwards to be leffened one or two grains, 
and the lelfening to be continued untill all the Wa¬ 
ter be cart forth by Swear, Urine, and Stool, and 
the Sick become as healthy as he was before. Nor 
is there any reafon why any one fliould doubt of 
radically taking away this Difeafe, (except it be 
plainly deplorable or defperate) by this my Pnnacaa 
onely, forafmuch as expet fence demonftrateth it more 
clear than the Noon day Light. 

In the Gout (a Difeafe accounted by the common 
Phylicians Dr incurable, as well as the Leprofie and 
Dropfie) doth this Medicament perform wonderfull 
things, and doth effect more in a fhort fpace of time 
than any one would either imagine or believe, pro¬ 
vided it be rightly adminiftred. For it doth in a 
fhort time draw back the affluence of noxious hu¬ 
mours, and brings them forth out of the Body after 
an invifible manner; fo that, Day after Day, the 
pains do by little and little remit and abate, the tu¬ 
mours lelfen, and the Fit becomes more tolerable, 
comes the flower, and at length vanifheth for alto¬ 
gether. As for the Dofe, you are to obferve the 
fame inflections that we gave you but now for the 
Dropfie, viz, that you daily make the fame additi¬ 
on unto one grain fo long till you caufe a naufeate 
(but no vomit) and then mu ft you again leflen it 
one or two grains. The Patient muft do thus daily 
on a farting Stomach, (and keep himfelf warm and 
abfrain from Food four hours,aftertheufe of this Me¬ 
dicament ' as long as need fhall require. Haply 
the things which I here mention, will meet with 
many incredulous Men, and fuch as will not believe 
it poflible, for fuch a Difeafe as hath been hitherto 
eftoemed incurable by almoft all Men, to be rooted 
out by the aforefaid Medicament ; the Opinion of 
fuch \len I confefs that I cannot take in bad part, 
forafmuch as even 1 my felf was but a few years 
fince (before I had experienced the wonderfull effi¬ 
cacy of this Medicament) of the very fame Opinion 
Bur after my experience had taught me to judge o- 
therwife 1 do truly and faithfully affirm, that this 
Difeafe is in no wife incurable, but may (provided 
it be not too inveterate, and that the ftrength 
of the Sick, either through old Age, or Debilities, 
hinder not the Medicines operation, or that God 
himfelf withdraws not his own bleffing) by a good 
and finable Medicament, be, if not radically rooted 
out, yet for the greateft of it expelled. Now it is 
not to be thought, that he who ufeth this Panacaa 
may be at his choife to live as he lift, viz,, either fo- 
berly, or to fluff his Stomach daily withhurtfull and 
forbidden Food, and to fwallow in Wine as he plea- 
feth. No fuch matter, fuch Men err moft hugely, 
for even the Philofophers Stone it felf, that is, the fo 
much famed rooter out of Difeafes would not help 
there. For whatfoever thofe moft excellent Medi 
cines do mend in the Fore-noon, and correft, the At 
rer-noons Surfeiting and Gluttony, and the fb large 
excels of Meat and Drink, will again deftroy and 
corrupt. Nor is there any room for the Opinion of 
thofe Men that think to be freed of this Difeafe, by 


a bare Abftinence from Wine : No, this Difeafe 
comes not always from drinking of Wine, for it is 
moft evidently known, that fometimes even the poor- 
eft of Men that never drank Wine are afflicted with 
this Difeafe. And therefore the fault is not wholly 
to be imputed to the Wine. Every kind of repleti¬ 
on or overfilling whether with too much Wine or 
Ale, may procreate and encreafe a Difeafe, but that 
is not the onely or foie caufe. For there are many 
other caufes, from whence this Difeafe is wont to 
arife. Verily, often being wrathful! doth moft ve¬ 
hemently diiturb the Family, as it were, of the inter¬ 
nal Bowels. Luft, and an often ufe of Venery 
(which is the ufual attender and follower of Drunk- 
ennefs) doth vehemently enervate and debilitate the 
ftrength of the body. From hence nature being e- 
nervated and debi itated, is not able to expcll out of 
the body the copious relitfts and excrements, remai¬ 
ning of the too much abundance of meat and dtink, 
and therefore thofe excrements abiding in the body 
and exercifing their powers without controll, do 
produce moft grievous Difeafes For that part which 
nature is weakeftin, there doth the Enemy make his 
firft attempt, according to the ufual German Pro¬ 
verb, every one climbs over the Hedge in that place 
where it is loweft. The feme doth for the moft part 
fall out in the procreation of this Difeafe, viz,, when 
the body is loaden and filled with overmuch 
Food and Drink, for the body being overwhelmed 
with overmuch Wine, and then an immoderate co¬ 
ition or ad of venery prefently following thereon, 
doth moft exceedingly weaken the body. For na¬ 
ture being by this meansweakned, hath not ftrength 
enough to expel thofe remaining excrements, which 
foon get Head, to the great hurt and detriment of 
the whole body, and do make themfelves a fixed 
feat, the which is to be well heeded in rhis Difeafe. 

Befides this Medicament doth refift all the ob- 
ftrudions of the Milt and Liver, (which corrupt the 
Blood, and ftir up moft grievous Difeafes, as the 
Scurvy, Joynt-Aches, Erifipelas, continued Head- 
achs, weaknefsof the Limbs, a Stinking Breath ; and 
in Women a fuffocadon of the Matrix, a fuppreffion 
of the Months, panting of the Heart, Swounings, 
the Lipothimv, and many fuch known, and un¬ 
known Difeafes) far more efficacioufly than all other 
Medicaments do. All thefc aforementioned Difea¬ 
fes arc healed by the feid Medicine, being taken oft- 
ner or feldorner every Week according as the Dif¬ 
eafe is, and you will fee wonderfull effeds pro¬ 
duced. 

I commend alfo this Medicament to all thofe that 
employ themfelves in Surgery, that they refped it 
as the chiefeft Remedy that they can get. For be¬ 
ing daily given in a fmall f'ofe to thofe that are 
wounded, it heals all new wounds in the Flefh, with¬ 
out the affifting help of any vulnerary potions, and 
external applications of Emplaifters that are com¬ 
pounded of fb very many fimples. For it withholds 
all Symptoms, andadvanceth healing even from the 
very bottom, and fb to the external parts, and doth 
alfo confolidate ; but this is to be underftood of thofe 
wounds in which are no hurt or broken bones,forasfor 
thefethe manual Artis requifite, which may againfet 
the Bones in their due order and place. Like wife deep 
Stabs are to have Tents ufed to them according as 
the Chirurgeons order is to apply them. Bur no 
external thing need to be ufed befides, fave onely the 
Patients own Urine and Salt-Water, wherewithal! 
•the wounds are to be wafhed, and after waffiing, to 
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be covered with pureor clean Linncn, thar thecold- 
neft of the Air hurt them nor. 

But if wounds be dangerous and over great, then 
may alio be applvcd ionic vulnerary Balfam, and 
Plaifiers made of the Flores of Minerals and Meta!?, 
and done up with Wax, Turpentine, and Oil: (Such 
Emplaiflers l have taught the compofition of in my 
other Writings.) So that there's no'need of (b rrany 
Oils, Unguents, Emplaiflers, and I’uch like, to be 
applved to new wounds, if this medicament of mine 
be daily ndminiftred to the wounded Patient. 

This medicine doth operate even to admiration 
in open Fiftulaes, rotten and (linking Ulcers, nor is 
there any need of outward remedies, lave haply 
Time Mineral Baliam to keep the Ulcer clean, and 
iome Plaitter made of common Wax and Turpen¬ 
tine to keep olT the cold Air. For this Medicament 
doth begin its healing even from the very bottom, 
and carries it on very fucccfsfully even to the outer 
Skin, and doth throughly conlolidate and perfectly 
cure all Ulcers, without any other external remedies 
than aforelaid. 

Having then well confidered thefe things, and that 
every one cannot prepare the preferibed Medicine, 
and yet very manv may be found that would wil¬ 
lingly partake of the fame ; It feemed good unto me 
to adjoin this admonition, that they thar know how 
to prepare it, be entreated not to count it burthen- 
fbmc, but rather being moved by a Chriftian com¬ 
panion, readily make fuch as arc ignorant of the 
manner of preparing it, partakers of the fame ; And 
nor to mind wholly their own profit, according to 
the cuflome of this perverfe world, and the feraping 
up of ftore of wealth, bur to be well content with 
an honed and juft reward for their charges and la¬ 
bour which they have beftowed. And forafmuch 
as the often fpoken of Medicament, if fent abroad 
either in a Liquid form, or in the form of Powder, 
into other parts, cannot be in due manner ufed by 
every body, becaufe an Error may eafilv be com¬ 
mitted in the mealuring of Drops, and in weighing 
of Grain?, and fb more or lefs be given 1 have 
therefore deemed ic very necellary to reduce it into 
Pills, that l‘o the lefs Errors may be committed in its 
adminillration ; and one Pill weighs one Grain, and 
two Pills two Grains, and lo on ; fo that the Patient 
needs neither to rr.calure or weigh, but oncly to ule 
them as the difeafe requires, and as I have before 
prefciibed, i, a,;, 4, or more Pills at one time. 

Thele now are the principal Venues of my Panes- 
ex a made of Antimony. As lor the reft thar are be 
lides thefe, and are ( for brevity fake ) omitted , 
ihcv may beeafily underflood and known by every 
Judicious man, Horn the before deferibed circumftan- 
ces. I do therefore yet again teflifie, thar all the 
things that 1 have aferibed to this Medicament, yea 
far more than they,can be done and effected thereby, 
i! it be rightly prepared and adminiftred ; And prin¬ 
cipally, if the Name of God be feriouily invoked. 
For prayers and a trufl in God do (Irengthen every 
Medicine, and make it happy bv his benediction , 
though the wicked will neither believe it, nor hearken 
thereunto. Indeed fome Medicament may, by God’s 
pcrmiliion, reftorc one (without prayers) to his for¬ 
mer health ; And fo may Bread allay hunger with¬ 
out giving thanks,and this we fee daily done amongft 
the unreafbnable Creatures : But this enjoving of 
the gifts of God is beftial, and not humane. But this 
now is truelv Chrillian-like when (in our difeafes) 
the he'p of God is invoked, and then alter that, the 


Medicine ufed And tiffs wav of nfing of Medica¬ 
ments is nccdlariiy accompm«i ’ with an happy event. 
Bur if thou wnuldefl peifu.de thv Ief, that every 
IDileafe, how inveterao . .ever, nut, In' the help of 
this Medicine, be cm rainly removed without anv dif¬ 
ference, thou ex.ieamlv eireft. For we fpeak here 
of thole Dilcdics, natuial Remedies are able (by- 
God’s help) to heal. For lometimcs Man’s inward 
bowe’s or parts, are To ftutfed and oRftruded with 
grols humours, that tliev cannot be freed by even 
the moll efficacious Medicaments. Sometimes the 
Lungs and Live are almoft wholly corrupted, e'er 
the true place of healing is (ought after. And who, 

1 pray, is able to reftore the tilings that are loll > 
For Man's inward bowels and principal members do 
not again grow, being once loft, as the Crab's (hells 
and Spider’s feet thar are broken off and loll, doe. 
Farther, JomerimcsGod inflids adneafe upon a Man, 
whom he will not fuller to be cured • Such like Difi 
odes as rliefe cannot betaken away vvi. • natural re¬ 
medies. With God all things are polfible ; he alone 
is able to firm; help and remedy in lucli kind of diff- 
cafes, vvhenfoever pleafeth him ? but befides him a- 
lone none cm help. Tnere are therefore fbme in- 
curab’e difeafes, which cannot be cured by any Pa- 
nn.ca , vet not the Quartanc, L.eprofie, Gout, Epi- 
leplie, and Dropfie, as mod men think, though Ex- 
perieiKe ( or the being put on trial ) fhould wirnefs 
the contrary. And although that all humane difi 
eafes be, in procefs of Years and Ages become worfe, 
and more rroublclomc , and doe, together with the 
augmentation of fins, encreafe ; Yet the molt boun¬ 
teous God hath alfo beftowed thus much, that there 
are more and more efficacious and natural Remedies 
to be found out (by the Divine indind) by diligent 
men. 

lc happened fbme few vears ago, thar an honeft 
man’s child, of about fome ten years old, had its 
Tongue perforated with many Exulcerations, which 
pained it very much day and night- To cuie which, 
the Parents (pared lor no colls nor pains, and con¬ 
futed with divers of their neighbouring Phyficians, 
but they ufed all their Labour and Skill ro no pur- 
pofe, ior the Exulcerations daily encrealcd with much 
pain,and grew worfe and werle ; and the poor child, 
being defhtute of all help,wafted away. Then,ac lad, 
they called me to ad vile with them, and having told 
me how manv, and otherwife famous Phyficians, 
could not by ali the labour and pains they beftowed 
lor full two years do any thing to the purpofe, but 
had ar laft letr the poor child deftirure of help and 
fuccour. .1 Ring the clfcd, a.nftdcred that this was 
nothing elfe bur a Corrofn e Catarrh arifing from in- 
fcdled bloud, which did io pofFefs the Tongue, and 
perforate it, and was the caufe of this burning, eating, 
and cancrous tiled,and fb hitherto refuted any kind 
of healing, and gave the Parentsfiich an anlvver, that 
in my opinion there was no better way to meet with 
this evil, titan by fbme purging Minerals , which 
were capable of working upon even the fix’d hu¬ 
mours, and of bringing them away, and that to be 
done principally by an Antimonial Vomit. The Pa¬ 
rents allented to my opinion, and requ-.-fted me to 
begin the cure, the which I did , and ffrft I gave a 
(mall Dole of my Antimonial Panacea , nor doubting 
but that it would Kir up one Vomit at the lead ; but 
yet it fell our otherwife, for there fuccccJed no fenli- 
.blc operation ar all : The following day I gave a- 
gain the fame Dole, but without any fenffb.’e opera¬ 
tion too, but yec neverthclefs all the pain vaniffied, 
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and the Child could again move its Tongue, and ufe 
it, and alfoask't for Meat, which it had not done 
in a year before, but was forced to be content with 
Broths, becaufe its Tongue could not brook any lo- 
lid food. The third day I adminiflred the fame Dole 
again, and fo the Exulcerations began to be confoli- 
dated, and all the whole Tongue was throughly 
healed in eight days fpace, infbmuch that there fcarce 
appeared anyi place where it had been ulcerated ; 
and the Child daily grew better and better, its na¬ 
tural Colour returned, the which drew all that knew 
it into admiration as well as my felt. By this C ure 
that I have told you of, the vertue and efficacy of my 
Vanaccca did farther manifefi: unto me what 1 knew 
not before to be in it, nor ffiould ever have believed 
it, (had I not perceived a manifeft operation) viz,. 
that the Bloud fhould, by the help of (o little Medi¬ 
cine, which was not in all above fix grains, be able 
in fuch a ffiort fpace of rime to effedt fo much ; And 
afterwards 1 perceived the fame effects in other Dif- 
eafes likewiff, and found that the daily ufe of this 
Medicine did not onely fliew its operation upon the 
Tartar in the Reins and Bladder not as yet coagu¬ 
lated, but did by little and little leffen the already 
hardned Sand and Stone, and in length of time ex- 
pell it: And did alfo in fuccefs of time refolve and 
root out even Podagrical inveterate humours. 

But thus much may fuffice to have been fpoken 
of the common Antimonial Tanacaa. This name 
Tanacaa hath made fbme envious men flare,and fuch 
as judge this Medicament unworthy fuch a name , 
feeing it is prepared out of fbvile a fubjedt, and doth 
withall fomerimes ( when too unskilfully handled ) 
flir up vehement Vomitings, which is not the pro¬ 
perty of a Tanacaa to do. That 1 may anfwer fuch, 
X fay, that the name Panacea denoteth fuch a Medi¬ 
cament as may profitably be adminiftred in all Dif- 
eafes, the which thing the Panacea of Antimony is 
alfo wont to doe as daily experience telfifies. But 
as for its being taken out of fuch a vile and (by ma¬ 
ny brethren in ignorance) defpifed fubject, that doth 
not at all derogate from its Name, provided that the 
Medicine thence drawn performs thofe things that 
are fpoken of it. Pray what brought David, that 
contemptible Shepherd, unto a Kingdom ? was not 
he of a low name, and low birth : the fame is to be 
underflood of this Medicament. It is its mofl noble 
efficacy and operation hath given it this name, and 
nor its vile birth, nor contemptible nativity and ab 
jeft form. Neither is this any lett thereunto, viz,. 
that it is prepared out of a mean fubjedt, and fuch 
a one as the ignorant contemn and def'pife, and 
which (before its preparation) was a Poifon ; for the 
Poifon is now tranlinuted by the help of Art, and 
of the fire, into a wholfbme Medicament, and the 
more flrong operation thereof, fuch as tocaufe vehe¬ 
ment Vomits, is not to be imputed to the Medicine 
it (elf, but unto the abufe of it. l or fo the belt Wine 
and mod fragrant Spices, are a poifon to fuch as do 
abufe them. " Abufe may turn the bed Medicine into 
Poifon ; and Art and Fire, both can and ufually are 
wont to turn Poifon into a Medicament. That which 
1 have often fpoken, 1 do here again repeat, and call 
God and the Truth to witnefs, that I never met with 
any fubjedt, that might with more profit be tranfmu 
ted into a wholefome Medicine, than the vile and 
contemptible Antimony; The which I will take care 
to fee it prepai ed ready for the Poors ufe : And as 
for the Rich, to them I commend the Golden Purple- 
coloured Panacea, which hath the fame efficacy as 
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the former has, but herein differs from it, viz,, it 
operates more gently, and is Ids fenfible in the ope¬ 
ration, and may be far more fafely adminiflred unto 
Infants and old Men, and may be doubled in the 
Doff. Some few years fiuce, many men of high and 
low degree have by the help of this Medicine been 
freed, not onely from the Gout, but from other 
grievous and inveterate Difeafes : Nor have l ever 
heard fince the time I have prepared it, for my 
Neighbours benefit, that the ule of it wanted fbme 
good dfeft: Nor is there any caufe to fear offending 
by the abufe or excels thereof, as is in the vulgar An¬ 
timonial Medicament. But this Golden Medicine 
will rarely flir up Vomiting in the fick, unlcf$ a due 
meafurc be by a wanton abufe exceeded, or the 
Dofe too too much enlarged. For this reafon I will 
hereafter have by me, for fuch as need the fame, this 
Golden Medicine, in the form of a Purple Powder, 
and the common Antimonial (becaufe that it being 
like a red Powder may be eafily counterfeited, and 
fo ill-prepared Antimony may chance to be fold to the 
fick ir.fttad of a Panacaa ' lhall be ready made up 
in Pills, and in that form onely, each of which (hall 
contain one Grain, that fb being ready weighed 
the lick that ufe them may receive no detriment by 
weighing and fb taking them. Thefe now may be 
ufed by fuch men as arc of a midling age, or elder ; 
but to thofe that are Infants, and aged, and weak 
perfons I commend the Golden, as operating more 
gently and lafely. The Antimonial Panacaa made 
up in a Pillular form, may be moll exceedingly pro¬ 
fitable in thofe long Eafr and IVejt-India Navigations, 
in which the Souldiers and Mariners are fb extream- 
ly troubled with the Scurvy, and debilitated there¬ 
by, and yet have fb little benefit or help from the 
Medicaments which they carry with them. Now 
this Medicine is able fb far to help them, as that they 
may make their Navigations with a more courageous 
and more cheertull mind. For I have not hitherto 
met with any fubjedt in the whole nature of things, 
that can oppofe ir felf with greater efficacy againft all 
the corruption of the blond, and oppilations of the 
inward members, than this Medicine; the which 
both Souldiers and Marriners may have with them, 
it being not very dear, nor eafily coirupnble, and fb 
make ufe thereof in neceffitous Caffs. There is not 
to be found in the whole World a more commodious 
and more wholfbme Medicine, as well for the Mar¬ 
riners that fail for manv Months in the vaft Ocean, 
as for the Souldiers lying in Camps, that undergo 
troubles and di(commodities of ail forts, and lead a 
diforderly life. And therefore if Chyrurgions that 
be in Ships and Camps were furnifhed with this Me¬ 
dicament, they would verily preffrve the lives of 
many Marriners and Souldiers, and would with one 
onely Ounce, which is of no great price, out of which 
may fome Hundreds of Dotes be made, eafily elfcdt 
far more than with a whole Cheft full of fuch Me¬ 
dicaments as are but of fir.all virtue. If a Phyfician 
or Chyrurgion, that follows the Camp, had by him 
fome Ounces, he would preffrve the Lives of many 
Thoufands of men, which would otherwife mifcrably 
perifh: It is a Medicine of eatie carriage, and as eafi¬ 
ly kept, which is a thing defervedly to be accounted 
of, teeing it much conccrneth him who is a Com¬ 
mander, to have at hand fbme preffnt remedy for 
his Souldiers that are ufiially oppreflecl with the 
Plague, Scurvy, Dyfentery, malignant Feaveis, and 
other fuch like diffafes, with which whole heaps of 
them perifh, as Flies do in a cold feafon This in¬ 
comparable 
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comparable Medicine doth eafily refill all thole difea- 
(cs. Upon this account I will have ready by me for 
time to come, good ftore of this Medicament, and 
l'uch as need the lame may leek it from me, and be 
made parrakers thereof. I will perform the office 
of a good Chriffian, who being not born onely lor 
himfelf, but for his Neighbours too, ought to be 
helpfull unto them, even as rhe hand helps the hand, 
and one member he'ps another, the which thing 
verily every one ffiould neceflarily ( and well wor¬ 
thy is it to be ) oblerve more carefully. 

Next this Antimonial Medicine, in the form of 
Pills, and the Golden Panacea ( of a Purple Co 
lour) follows, my Nepenthes , or Anodine medica¬ 
ment, allaying all Pains, and is made of corrected 
Opium, extraft of Saffron, and the Volatile Sulphur 
of Vitriol.- Every one knows that Opium is ftupefac- 
tive and foporiferous, becaufe lo much mention is 
made of the correcting and preparing it, and the 
way, defcribed by many, of fo doing; For they well 
perceived, that it being fometimes imprudcncly ad- 
minilired, did not onely caule fleep, but brought 
allb the brother of Sleep too, 'viz,. Death, inlomuch 
that the fick being call into an everlafting fleep, could 
not be awakened any more, ( for it is a praile-wor- 
thy Medicament, and fuch an one as will beget cre¬ 
dit enough;) and therefore they not knowing how 
to rake awav this Poifon, did bend their ftudies there 
abouts more and more, to corredt the Opium , and to 
tame the venomous force it had. Therefore they 
dried it throughly, and reduced it into Powder, and 
difl’olved it with Spirit of Wine or Vinegar, and ex¬ 
tracted it, and by diftillation abftradted thefe Men- 
firuums , and brought the extracted Opium to the con- 
flftcncy of Honey, and thereto admixed a certain 
portion of the beft Saffron, wherewith they endea¬ 
voured to tame and corredt the venomous quality 
of the Opium. Others mixed that Powder with Oil 
of Annifeeds, Liquid Storax, or extraft of Saffron, 

( which are Simples that will procure Sleep without 
Opium ) and made it up in a Mafs, and accounted 
it a mod excellent confedtion, as being every-where 
hitherto in the Apothecaries ffiops, and uled by the 
Phyficians with good fuccefs, fometimes in many de 
plorable difeafes : And is even to this day (and de¬ 
fer vedlv too) in ufe, for there could not be found 
a better and more lafe one. But now foralinuch as 
a better and fefer way is found out, "ris but juft to 
admit of this, and omit the other which is not lb 
good Since the time that I knew the ufe of the 
Univerfal Diffolvent, or moift and cold Fire, I found 
out and corredted many Subjedts by the help of the 
lame. And amongft others, I diflblved Opium in the 
Liquor of Niter after my way, and prepared it, and 
perceived wonderfull effects therein , but elpecially 
when I adjoined to it the Volatile Sulphur ot Vitriol, 
which is of it lelf an excellent and incomparable 
Somniferous Anodine, allaying all Pains with a vvon- 
derfull fuccefs. I allb hereunto added the Eflencc 
of Saffron, a wonderfull ftrengthener of the Heart. 
Opium being uncorredted, is a vehement Saturnine 
» ftupefier, which doth by its immoderate ftupefying 
property conftringe as it were and choak the Vital 
faculties, infomuch that the often uftng the feme make 
men pale, and to fleep ( for the molt part) with 
their mouths and eyes open, and they can hard!)' 
be awakened before the operation thereof be over: 
And therefore many do delervedly abhor the ufe of 
the feme. The adding of the Oil of Annifeed and 
Saffron, may in fome lore reftrain the cruel rage of 
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it, but cannot throughly fubdue it ; But yet even 
this may be done with eale, when being reduced un¬ 
to Powder, it be diflb'ved with the Volatile Spirit of 
Vitriol, inftead of the Spirit of Wine or Vinegar, 
and fo lhained through a Paper, and precipitated 
with the contrary (or different nature) Liquor of 
Niter, and be wafhed with common Water, be dri¬ 
ed and prepared into a Mafs with 'the Elfence of 
Saffron, in which operation the Narcotick Sulphur 
of the Vitriol adjoins it lelf to the Opium, and this is 
far better, and corrects it by its fulphureous and acid 
Spirit. But that the Spirit of Vitnol is moft fit for 
this effect, I will (hew the well-minded Reader. 
The common Vitriol doth, for the moll: part, confift 
of a Sulphureous Salt, and of an Earth containing 
Iron or Copper. Bur when it is diftilled by rhe Fire, 
the Spirit of the Salt carried) up with it a Volatile 
and Sulphureous Spirit out of the Mars ; the which 
Being precipitated with lomewhat that is of a con¬ 
trary nature, affords you a fubtile Narcotick Sulphur, 
very little in quantity, bur of a moft wonderfull effi¬ 
cacy, the which I have made mention of in the Se¬ 
cond Part of my Furnaces. But if now there be ad¬ 
ded to the Calcined Vitriol an equal weight of iron 
filings or Iron cinders, fuch as are fmitten off from 
the red-hot Iron on an Anvil, and half a pound of 
Salt-perer, arid a water be diftilled out of thefe mat¬ 
ters thus conjoined, the Spirit of Niter will bring 
over a great portion of the Spirit of Mars This Vo¬ 
latile Sulphureous Spirit is to be feparated from the 
Corrofive Spirit by redtification, and to be diftilled 
into a Receiver that has in it a little fair water. This 
Volatile redtified Spirit, and nor that corrofive one 
that was left behind in the redtification, is to be ufed 
for the diflolving and correcting of the Opium. And 
although that many diligent Chymifts have before 
now underftood fomewhat of this Narcorick Vitriol, 
as I my felf did, yet we have done but little as to 
the preparation thereof. But at length when on a 
certain time 1 had added Filings of Iron to Calcined 
Vitriol, todiftill thence from an Fonts,my Retort 
being very red hot, did by chance break, fo that the 
matter fell out into the fire, out of which proceeded 
fo fulphureous a fume, and f> much, and fo filled all 
the Laboratory that I cou d not lfay in the Room ; 
therefore I took the live Coals out of the Furnace, 
as fpeedily as poflible I could, becaufe of the fup- 
preflions and difficulties ( of breathing ) which thac 
Spirit overwhelmed me as it were withall, and hard¬ 
ly got my felf out of the Laboratory-door, but ha¬ 
ving got a little frefti Air, l prefenrly came to my 
feif again, and perceived that the whole Houfe was 
filled with the fume, and therefore to let it out , I 
opened all the windows and doors of the Houfe. 
When I had thus done, prcfently hapned another 
danger, for the burning Coals that I had pulled out 
of the Furnace, had kindled the other Coals thac 
were next them ; There being danger of fire, and 
that I might prevent it ( being deftitute of water, 
and in the night-time hapning) I ran to the reft that 
were fleeping in the Chamber, to get them to arife 
and fetch water, and to help me quench the fire. 
But they flept fo exceeding foundlv, thac though I 
called and did my beft to awaken them about quen¬ 
ching the fire, yet was 1 forced to go about it my 
felf, and do it as well as I could. Having quenched 
it, away go I into the Chamber to fee what they 
were doing of, and 1 found them all opprelled with 
a moft heavy fleep, yea and the fweat dropped from 
all their faces, though it was Winter-feafon. When 
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it was light they awoke and arole,to whom 1 told rhe 
danger 1 was in, and that.l could not awaken them. 
They all of them confefled that they dreamed that 
they weie opprelled with fome heavy thing, fo that 
thev could notftir themfelves. From this mifchance, 
learned 1 two things, the firft is this, -viz, that in 
Vitriol and Iron lay hid an highly Na. cotick Sul 
phur : The other was this, wh.it the caule is that 
fome Men but d'peciallv melancholy Men do in the 
Night Dream, that they are Jo opprelled with fome 
thing, and yet cannot be awakned. For the Su 
phureous martial and farurnine Vapours which calf 
the Brain and Heart into fiich ftraits, and do bind as 
’twere the vital Spirits with a Cord, do caule luch 
Dreams. This breaking therefore of mv Retort, dil 
covered to mean excellent Medicine,and theDileale 
lubjeft; to the fame, lb that there is nothing fo evil 
out of which fome good doth nor fbmcriives Ipring 
up. I judged it worth my labour, to gratifie thole 
that are fludiousin Medicine by adding to ihe alore 
going things, this ftorv, hop-ng it will not be a thing 
tedious to "any. Belides this is worthy of confidera- 
tion, that hapned to'one of the Chikhen Beeping in 
the lame cale, whnfe head was much troubled with 
phlegminels, but the Catarrs were fo dillolvtd and 
loofened by the efficacy of this fume, that it was e 
ver after of alound head. From hence did I conjec¬ 
ture thar there was more to be found in the Sulphui 
of Vitriol than can be believed, and ihis did 1 con- 
joyn with the correded Opium, by the often ufe ot 
which Medicine, I have freed many Children from 
the Epilepfie or Convu.fions, and found befidesthat 
it was moft exceeding')' profitable for old Men, and 
fuch as were of riper )ears; But With this provilo, 
that my Antimonial Panaeaa be fuff aJmmiftred, 
to thole of a mid'ing Age, and my golden lanaeaa 
to Infants and old Men, which being premiled or 
firft ufed, this moft exec lent Aepentk can bv fo 
much the bettei and move commodit ufly di' us 
virtues. By this Medicine all internal *• . dif 

quiet mind, and light headednefs in Te c , are ai- 
laved, a quiet ind gentle fleep piocwcu. rhe Winds 
and Gripes of Infants and elder Men, that fil'd their 
Bellies and Inteftines are driven awav, a good mge 
tn and chearfull mind is procured, all wild and un¬ 
quiet Spirits that molcll the Heart and Brain are re- 
ftrained and laid a fleep: The vital Spirit being over- 
comeand liipprelfed with corrupt humours is i edu¬ 
ced to its former liberty, and the loft ftrengili and 
vigour of the Body fo happily reliored, that a moft 
evident help is prefently perceived, and principally 
if rhe Opium be well correded by the hep of the 
volatile Spirit of Vitriol. It may likewife be profi¬ 
tably con cited by the fix'd I iquor of Niter, extrac¬ 
ted with Spirit of Wine, and be reduced into an Efi 
fence. But if this correction be made by the acid 
Spirit, it is better and more profitable, than that 
made by fixt Niter. For in corredirg it bythefixt 
Niter, the correded Efiencc is to be extraded by 
Spirit of Wine, which makes the powers of the Opi¬ 
um tod volatile and penetrative, the which thing 
we feck not after in this place, being it is far better, 
that the Op.um fc f s upo.i his enemy leafuicly and not 
too ftrongly •, and this experience fufhciently teftihes 
rhe neccflity of. This moll excellent medicine is 
one of the four Cardinal Pillars, whereon the whole 
fabrick of medicine is built. The Antimonial Panaeaa 
is a moft excellent and fafe puige, nioft fit to drive 
out all the evil humours our of the whole Body. 
The golden Panaeaa is the beft and moft excellent 


Diaphoietick and Sudonfick. Bur the ernedui 
Opium and virriolate Sulphur is rhe moft eminent 
Anodinc and Somniferous Medicament. 

A Dwrttiek and jAephritich, extracted by the help of a 
certain paper Vegetable Spirit, and indued with ex¬ 
cellent 1'iriites. 

T A ICE of Cantharides one ounce, A fell i or Hrg- 
Lice two ounces, put into a Gals, and pour 
upon them three ounces of the Spirit of Niter, and 
diflolve the Vermine in a gentle heat, that they may 
be reduced into Water, which will be in few "hours, 
or elfe leave them in a Cellar for fome days and 
nights, and they will Le dilldlved as well as in the 
hear. Afterwards add to this bo.ution three ounces 
of Earth worms and leave them yet for fome days 
more in the Cellar. When they are all difl’olved 
ftrain rhem through a fine Lint en Cloth, j ut in a 
Funnel ot Glafs, that the Solution may be fejiarated 
Horn the F.i'ccs,which if many,fqueefe well the Cloth 
with vour Fingers, that the whole Solution may be 
(eparated from the F;rces,rhen throw away the (aid 
remaining Faeces And to the Solution that you Drai¬ 
ned through 'he Funnel into the Glafs,pour the Liquor 
of fixt Niter bv little and little, and fo long until] all 
the ebullition (hail have ceded, and a thorough pre- 
cijntation Le made All tilings thus done, feparate 
the Liquor by pouring them < ft' from the Vermine, 
and coagulate it, that it n ay I c again made Salt Pe¬ 
ter, and be ufetull for molt < ccaf.ons. Wadi your 
precipitated Vermine well with common Water, 
A'cieby fleeing them from a 1 faltifhnefs, and dry 
rlvm in a gentle heat, that they may be reduced in¬ 
to a pillular four), orintoan L eduarv : The which 
medicament may be moft lately and without all dan¬ 
ger ufed in the Stone, of rhe Bladder and Reins, 
being given mom one, two, four, fix, eight, and 
twelve grains at moft, according to the condition op 
the Sick : F r it brings forih the Urine and the San- 
cbnefs and Tartar ; that is, as yet uncongealed, and 
nor lumped together in the Reins and Bladder. If 
anv (>ne defire to have them fhew their Virtues more 
firon'' v, he may then extrad the dilTolvcd, preci- 
pir. .cd, waflied, dryed, and cor reified Vermine 
wirli l me burning Spirit of Saxifrage, Parflv, Juni¬ 
per bernes, Aih, or luch like Stone expelling Herbs, 
th.t fo there may be yet again a feparatir n of Faeces, 
and the Spirit may draw unto it (elf the pureft El- 
lent e. 1 his Spirit being feparated by a gentle heat 
in a B leaves in the boto.rn an Efiencc like a red 
Bcilfam, which is far fvveeter, profitahler, and plea- 
fiinrcr in the foienaired Dfioales, than ir was before 
the extrad ion, when in the form of Powder, Pills, 
or Electuary. N. 11. If a venereal Medicine be to 
be prepared out of the Eanh worms, then theCan- 
tharides and Atdli are to be omitted, and an half 
part of chofe venereal Vermine, which are in the 
Summer Months in Gaidens, and adhere to old 
Seats, and old Walls in abundance, to be added to 
the Worms, and to thefe is to be added one fourth 
part of a Stags Pmzle and all to be prepared after 
that manner we have taught and preferibed. ] he 
Worms are to be gathered at fuch a time as the 
Earth firft opens it felt after the cold Seafon, and 
may bedig'd our, thar fo you may have the Worms 
before they creep forth out of the Eanh, and have 
enervated each other by their coition, for when 
they are thus gotten they are endued with wonder- 
full virtues, and are far more efficacious than they 
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be afterwards. Thete Worms being dillolvcd, picti 
pirared, and well wafhed with common Water; if 
they are yet once extracted by the burning Spirit of 
Saiyrion, Hop, or Sparagus roots, and reduced into 
a fweet Ellence, do become a prelent and effectual 
Medicament againft impotencv. 

All Diuretick and principally Earth-worms being 
maturated and corrected, have a power to Ilrengtlicn 
the x'enereal faculty. But the correcting of them 
muft not be after the ufual Kitchen way of Women, 
where Wine, Sugar, Spices, andluch like tilings arc 
added to correct any fubjeCt by. No, but it is to 
be done by the benefit of Fire, after a Philofophical 
manner, without the addition of any other things, 
not with the Kitchen Fire, but with that Philofophi- 
cal, moift, vaporous, digefting, altering, penetrating, 
ripening, amending, conferving, and in one degree 
always abiding Fire, the which is to be fought after 
in Niter. Great is the errour that is committed in 
the decoCtions of Vegetables, when Herbs, Flowers, 
Seeds and the like are boiled in fome Liquors, as 
Water, Wine, Ale, and the like, and being boiled 
the decodion is given the Sick to drink, as if it had 
extruded all the virtues of the Herbs; nor is it in the 
mean time confidercd that in fucli decoctions, the 
penetrating and effectual Spirit, and fweet Oil va¬ 
poured away with rhe water inro the Air, and yet 
may this be eafily fmelt, for the Vapour that goes 
out in fuch boilings is always endued with a tweeter 
Odour than the remainder left behind is, and which 
they ufe in Medicine, and this can be denied by 
none. Why i pray are the Waters in the Shops, 
where abundance of them are ufed, and fold, wont 
to be diftilled now, not any more in a B. per fe, 
but for the moft part, in a Copper Still with com¬ 
mon water added, ro prevent burning roo ; of which 
waters it is iikewifo (aid, rhat they are as good as 
thofe that be drilled in a B. per fe , without Water, 
and this is agreeable to truth: For in the diftillation, 
the moft fubtii moifture of the herb onely rifing up, 
and the common Water f as being the heavier) flays 
behind in the bottom of the Still, and therefore 
they have a certain fign in the diftillation of thefaid 
waters, viz. when the attending warer, tails no 
more of the diftilled herb .- Then do they defift from 
farther operating, and caft away rhe remaining herb 
with the warer in the bottom. But fuch whole 
ftudy it is to make fweeter and more efficacious 
Waters, do take the water which came off in the 
diftillation, and pour it upon more of the frefh 
herb, and do again diftil it, and draw' off the mofl 
pure part of the herb, and make their Water more 
efficacious, which way of preparing the Waters of 
Herbs, is good and profitable. Befides every one 
knows, that the Spirit and Oils of Vegetables, are 
to be diftilled bv a Copper Still by the appofition of 
a great deal of Water, as we have raughr in the firft 
part of this Thnrmacopoea .- It is therefore manifeft, 
that the common decoding of herbs in water is of 
no value, and that the beft parr vaniffieth away into 
the Air in boiling, and that the lets fweet, and moll 
efficacious part alcne remains behind. Some skilfull 
Cooks know this full well, and never pur in the Spi¬ 
ces into the Pot to boil, but let the flefh be firft boil 
ed, and already ferat theTable, by which they take 
care of lofing the beft Odour of the Spices by 
boiling them. If you go by the Ale-Brewers when 
they are boiling the Hop, and the Houfos of the 
Apothecaries, you (hall meet with a far fweeter 
fragrancy, and what doth more comfort the heart, 


than what remains behind, and is gwen men ro 
drink ? And this cannot be orherwife, bv ibe fore 
a Hedged teafons, for the cliiclcft and beft part go 
away in boning. T herclorc I do here again repeat 
what I laid before, and do affirm,that that Deletion 
which is done in the Cold bv the univerfal fiery 
Warer, is to be preferred far before that mherwav. 
Now it is diffidently enough known that the grenreft 
part of the food we car, whether Flefh, 1 iffi, c fi 
Pulfe, are wont to be boiled in rhe Kitchen by’the 
help of Water to prelerve them from burning, that 
thereby they may be the better digefted and ron- 
co&ed by the Stomach. And why are not medica¬ 
ments prepared after rhe fame manner > Now thou h 
in the decoition of Flefh, Fiffi, and Pulfe, there goes 
oft fome of the venues of the fame, yet that is a mat¬ 
ter of no great moment, for the remainder is what 
ftufFs the Stomach from whence the body may get 
its nouriffiment. Bnt in medicinal dccodions no 
fuch great quantity is to be adminiftred, but a’ iit- 
tle of them given to the Sick to drink of; and there¬ 
fore they muft ncceflarily have their verracs left in 
them, and net be deprived of them by decodion 
and yet this Curration of theirs cannot be fhunned 
when the dccodions are done over the fi. c with 
common water in open VefTels. This way therefore 
of mine, by the fiery Water is far to be preferred 
before that other way. For in this decodion there 
can’t be loft fo much as the leaft venues of the herb 
or Animal, feeing it is done in the Cold. But all a- 
bide together, in the watery or fiery Water, are ri¬ 
pened, bettered, and changed into medicine, and 
muft neccflarily be tranfinuced, whether they will 
or nor. There is no way for the vertues to go off as 
is in rhat other decodion, where the moft noble 
vertues vaniffi away in the Air. Therefore this di- 
gefting, conferving, ripening, and amending fire 
and Water oughc to he highly efteemed ! y the Phv- 
ficians, wherewith they may prepare their memca- 
ments, or at leaft for the preparing of fome lew grod 
ones which cannot elfe be gotten, as is apparent in 
Diureticks, which being !o" inverted by this Philofo- 
phical water, do not onelv afterwards expel Urine, 
and the Stone, and all things pertaining thereunto; 
buc do alfo corroborate, even as all things that have' 
a hot fubtii and penetrating Nature whether fim- 
plesor compounds are wont to do .- Infomuch that 
they do not any more caufo torments and pains by 
a forceable expulfion of Urine and the Stone, buc do 
gently and fweerly ftir up to a calling them our, and 
do withal ftrengthen and conferve the virile Nature: 
But contrarily thofe immature and crude Simples, 
do by their Crudity and Wildnefs hurt, and not 
onely expel Urine, but even ftir up pains. This dif- 
courfe and propnfed matter, concerning the watery 
Fire and fiery Waier ( by the benefit of which ve¬ 
nomous Vegetables, Animals and Minerals may be 
( as I have taught ) turned inro w hoi fome medica- 
ments)will haply create in many fomedifagreealleCp- 
gitations,and may feem to them as it ir were a ftrange 
thing, that I fhould call rhe Liquor of rixt Niter, 
and the Spirit of corrofive Nicer, fiery Waters, and 
watery Fires, whereas there is in them no apparent 
vifible Fire. Well, to remove this Scuple from their 
minds, I do in rhe firft place judge ir expedient to' 
demonftrare that Niter is no other than a mere Fire; 
For put but Niter on a live Coal, and ’tCvifl all fi : e 
up and burn away in the Air ; this now is evidently 
feen in Gun-powder, in which the Salt-perer is toge¬ 
ther with thofe other added matters di!char?ed all of 
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it into the Air. Niter being brought by Calcination 
to a fixity or conftancy in the Fire, or elfe by diftil- 
lation to a corrofive Water, bath not for all this loft 
its fire, but hath it as yet perfectly with it fe!f. And 
that this is true is hereby cleared, viz,, that both 
thofe Liquors the fixt and the corrofive volatile one 
being mixt together, do depofit thatnature they got 
from the Fire,' and do return to their form, or Salt 
peter nature. Hence may it be manifeftly proved 
that both thefe Liquors as well the fixt one as the 
acid' Spirit may and ought to be called fiery Waters, 
feeing that they do in very deed demonftrate their 
fiery vertues. For they do yet retain their Fire, and 
do melt all things and reduce them into Water, what- 
foever you put into them. This demonftration I 
hope is a fufficient fatisfaftory teftimony to fuch as 
have any underftanding though not fb well skilled in 
the light of nature. But that I may yet meet with 
the moll unskilful! of men, who are tor the moft 
part wont to meature by their moft unskiltull fancy, 
fuch things as are to them wholly unknown, and 
that I may fer it moft clearly before their Eyes, that 
the faid Waters are mere true Fires ; I would per- 
fwade them that for trial of the truth they would 
put one little drop onely or one fmall piece of a 
Grain upon their Tongues, and fee whether or no 
they will not in left than a moment of time find, and 
fay that that Fire is hidden in the Water, and is juft 
as if their Tongue had been touched with a Coal of 
Fire. But if they would fee the very flame it felf, 
they may coagulate or concenter either both or ei 
rher Liquor, either by Antimony or Lapis Calami¬ 
naris, by which all Corrofives do chiefly love to be 
concentred, and to put off their adjoined Waters. 
Therefore when you have a mind to fee a flame 
pour upon your concentrated acid Spirit, or on your 
fixt Liquor of Niter, the pure Spirit of Wine, and 
what is feparatcd from all Phlegm : By which pou¬ 
ring on, the hidden Fire of the concentrated Niter, 
will forthwith manifeft it felf, and will kindle and 
burn up the Spirit of Wine. If he would yet farther 
try the truth of this thing, let him fix Niter by Rega¬ 
ins Mart is, and coagulate it into a fiery Maft, and 
keep it in a ftrong earthen Veflel well fhut, that fo 
the Air enter not therein, and that the Fire may 
remain fb long hidden as he pleafeth. Now if he 
would have it grow hot, let him pour in a litt’e 
water into the Veflel, which done the hidden Fire 
will become prefently manifeft, and make the Veflel 
fb hot, that it cannot be held in ones hand: By 
how much the more the Water is that is poured 
thereupon, fo much the hotter the Veflel becomes, 
fo that by the too much eftufion of water, there is 
danger of the Veflels breaking into Pieces. A mean 
therefore is to be obferved in the pouring water on, 
if you would have your Veflel endure the longer, 
and give a lafting heat. This fecret doth not onely 
teach the Miracles of Nature, but is likewife profi¬ 
table for fuch as journey in the Winter Seafon, whe¬ 
ther in a Wagon, or a Ship, day and night, in excee¬ 
ding cold Weather, for by the help of fuch a Veflel 
may they heat themfelves. For if they have a Vef 
fel containing about one or two Pounds of this con¬ 
centrated Fire,-it will keep heat for 24 hours: And 
fb in cafe of neceflity fuch as Journey may have 
with them greater and more Veflels, and not be 
fcantied of this Fire. And if in the extremity of 
cold they want water, they may heat the Veflel by 
ftirring up the fame Fire with their own Urine. 
How vile foever this fecret appears, yet lies there 


in it a great my fiery, and what is ferving to true 
Philofophy, and in which fuch a Fire lies hid as was 
buried by the Priefts, mentioned in the Maccabees, 
and after fome hundreds of years again digged out 
and found. For fuch a kind of Fire being fenced 
againft the accefs of the Air, remains uncorrupt for 
too, yea a thoufand years, and this verily is a thing 
moft worthy of diligent confideration. We have 
by what has been faid fufficiently demonftrared that 
fixt Niter is a mere Fire, and that it manifefts it felf 
fb to be whenfeever any one is fb minded as to try. 
The acid Liquor doth the fame, and hath a far dif¬ 
ferent nature and property from the fixt Niter, the 
which neverthelefs doth alfo produce to light its 
occult Fire according as the Artift pleafeth, and is 
on this wife done. Diflolve in it Iron or Lapis Ca - 
laminar is, and draw off the moilture by Fire, N. B. 
You fhall have nothing elfe come over or evaporate 
fave onely a fvveet water void of all taft, and the 
fiery part will concenter it felf in the Iron or in the 
Lapis Calaminaris , and become a fiery and dry 
Earth, the which being preferved againft the ingieft 
of the Air, will remain dry, nor will it ever change 
it felf into water. This fiery Spirit thus concentra¬ 
ted in this Earth is fo burning hot, that if it be put to 
the Tongue in no bigger a piece than a Hempfeed, 
it will burn it juft as if you had touched it with 
an hot Iron. And if you would have fire thereout 
of, pour in feme Spirit of Wine, and you fhall fee 
the flame break out: But if you would warm your 
felf with that heat, as we before fpake of in the fixt 
Niter, then put in a few drops of water, which 
done, the hidden and concentrated Tire will be¬ 
come manifefted (as in the fixt Niter ) and continue 
a long while, if there be not too much water pou¬ 
red thereupon. If you would quench your Fire 
and have the Veflel cool, then fhut it, and if you 
would have it again hot, then open it and pour on a 
little water. Thus therefore fhalt thou have this 
Fire moft ready for thy ufe whenfeever thou haft a 
mind to employ it. So then all thefe things do moft 
abundantly confirm that the acid Spirit of Niter is 
a cold and hidden Fire, for if you put into it a lit¬ 
tle piece of Iron or Lapis Calaminaris, it will make the 
glafs fb hot, that you cannot hold it in your hand. 
We hereby learn that from this Original do the 


Baths arife, and is thus. When an acid mineral Spi- 
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rit joins it felf in the Mountains to fome Fountain of 
fvveet Water, and doth together therewithal pafs 
through feme Mines of Lapis Calaminaris, or Iron, 
it becometh fo hot that it breaks out like water hea¬ 
ted in a Copper. Nor are Baths any where to be 
found fave in Mountains, and in places that abound 
with Lapis Calaminaris or Veins of Iron, as may be 
feen in many places, but efpecially in that of dejuss 
Gramtm, where the moft curious or braveft Baths of 
all Europe are found to be, and the Mountains that 
lie round it do abound with Iron, and Lapis Cala¬ 
minaris. But as concerning thofe other profitable 
and gallant Secrets, that lie hidden in this concen¬ 
trated Fire, ’ris not expedient to fpeak of them here. 
We have revealed to you enough already, and he 
that learns nothing hencefrom, fhall have nothing, 
nor is it given him of God to know theunfearchable 
properties of this Fire, and to open the Gate of true 
Philofophy and Hermctical Medicine. Here then 
the Son of Art fees what a concentrated Fire is able 
to efFeft, and how its many vertues are as yet im¬ 
peded by reafon of the Earth, (confifting of tfie 
Iron Calaminaris , and Antimony ) wherein it is in¬ 
cluded 
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eluded and hindered from anfweringthe event that 
may be hoped for from it. For an impure body is 
able even to make a pure Soul inhabiting in it, igno¬ 
ble and impure,, yea and plainly to kill it; and this 
may beunderftood as well of Men as Minerals. Now 
it may be eafily conjectured what fuch a pure Soul, 
and which is (eparaced from all Fteces is able to do. 
Things incredible and almoft Divine may be effected 
by fuch a Fire. The Fire of common Wood and 
Coals, if concentred will perform things wonderfull. 
But I pray what then will the concentred Fire of 
the Sun do, which is a thouland times purer than 
that. Next after God, is the Sun, next the Sun the 
Fire of Coals and Wood, is of all things in the whole 
World, the mod noble. Were it lavvfull openly 
for me to declare my opinion of the Fire for the rude 
and unskilful! to underftand, I fhould enlighten 
many a dark Corner. For the Elementary Sun, which 
bellows upon the whole World all Light,and all Life, 
is nothing elfe but the Garment and Covering as it 
were of the omnipotent God. If then the Garment 
and Covering be lo noble, (o efficacious, and fo po¬ 
tent, in its Ellence, how great then is and ever will 
be the Majelfy of God, that Eternal Light and Cen¬ 
ter of all Lights l We cannot fb much as look upon 
that Garment, viz,, the Sun without hurting our 
fight, nor learch out its wonderfull virtues and pro¬ 
perties by all our fpeculations, and as I may lay, 
Philofophations. Why then are Men lo foolilh to 
(peak, and think fb lightly of God, and yet know 
nothing of him > Hence is it that almoft every 
one feigns to himfelf a peculiar God, andworfhip- 
peth and adoreth him, which horrid impiety, the 
true and onely God abominates. The Ancient 
Phyficians attributed the round fiery Sphere that 
hath its rife from God, unto the Sun, and figured 
it out by the fign of perfedion, viz,, a Circle with 
a prick in the middle, whereby the Center is deci¬ 
phered. But feeing that in all things, the Center is 
far more noble and excellent than the circumference 
it felf, which hath its birth from the Center, but 
the circumference it felf doth by fb much the more 
differ from the Center, and is more unequal to ir, 
by how much the farther off it is from it: And con- 
trariwife, is to be judged fb much the equaller to ir, 
by how much the nearer it approacheth thereunto: 
What then fhall the prick in the Sun be, feeing that 
the Sun it felf being but as the circumference to that 
point, be fuch a moft noble and excellent Ellence ! 
What name fhall we call that point by l To whom 
is it lawfull thus to do, (viz,, to deferibe that name > 
in this perverfe World ? I even conftrained, though 
againft my will, to forbear farther difeourfing there¬ 
abouts, and to refer it to my Treatife of the concen¬ 
trating of the Heaven and the Earth. But thus 
much I fay, that our Terreftrial Fire which we daily 
make ufe of, is the firft degree of that Ladder where¬ 
by we afeend to God, fb as to comprehend (or lay 
hold on) this omnipotency, to perceive and fearch 
into it, to Love, Fear, Worfhip, and at laft to fee 
and be rendred (through Divine Grace) partaker 
of the Divine Majefty: Seeing then that the com¬ 
mon Fire and which every body knows is as I will 
yet again fay, the firft degree in that Scale or Lad¬ 
der, whereby we may afeend to God and hisMyfte- 
ries, and yet the property thereof is fb much un¬ 
known unto us : What I pray fhall we think then of 
the fecond and third degree, the which we know 
nothing of, though we think our felves to know fb 
much, i do therefore affirm here, and that boldly, 
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that our knowledge is as nothing, and there is not 
one amongft many thoufands that knows the fecond, 
(much lefs the rhird) degree. But haply hereafter 
I fhall fpeak and demonftrate more things of this 
nature. 

A Cordial and Comfortative to be ufed in great and cor.'- 
tinual DiCeafes. 

T AKE the Flowers of Marjoram, S%e, Rofemary, 
Adace, two ounces, Nutmegs, Cardamoms, 
Zedoary, Galangall, one ounce, chofen Cinamon 
eight ounces, extract the Tin(tiurc with Spirit of 
Wine, then diffolve in reftified Spirit of Salt, and 
which is acuated by an addition of Niter, one ounce 
of Gold : Pour this Solution to the Spirit of Wine, 
which is impregnated with the Tindture of the 
faid fimples, and put them to diftill in a Glafs Retort 
in a dry B. There will firft come over the Aromati- 
cal Spirit of Wine, nor onely fwcet but withall clear, 
which when it begins to come white and troubled, 
takeoff the Glafs that you received your Spirit in, 
and put on another, and draw off" all the moifture 
in a gentle heat, till there comes out no more Spirit 
of Wine, and an acid Water of an unplcafanr Taft 
follows. Then take out all the Fire from under your 
Retort, that ic may cool. In which (when all is 
cool) and the Solution taken forth, you fhall find 
the Oil of the Spices fwimming on the top, which is 
as red as blood and is impregnated with the Tinc¬ 
ture ofthe Gold : The which being feparated by a 
feparating Glafs from the Spirit of the Salt, you 
inuft add to the Aromatiled Wine that came firft 
over, which will prefently imbibe the laid Oil, and 
be tinged with a moft curious red. As lor the re¬ 
maining Gold, which the Oil of the Spices hath nor 
attra&ed to it felf, you may precipitate into a tender 
and bright Calx, and wafli ic well with water and 
add it to the Aromacifed Spirit, and Oil with a fuffi- 
cient quantity of Sugar Candy, that the Spirit may 
be rendred fweec and pleafanr. So fhall you have a 
moft efficacious Aqua P'ita;, the which doth wonder¬ 
fully corroborate and relrefh the Sick, in all kinds 
of weaknelles Buc this precipitation is not to be 
made like as the common is, in which the Powders 
that are precipitated do lole their Metalline form 
as Gold, which being changed into a yellow Powder 
is called fulminating Gold," and bc-iiig put upon a 
Plate, and heated, gives a noife like a Gun, the 
found ic gives is very loud, and the blow ftrikes down¬ 
wards, fb that the bignefs of a fmall Pea being kind¬ 
led in a filver Spoon will make a little hole But you 
are to precipitate the Gold on fuch wife as that it may 
retain a Metalline form, but fb render and fine that 
ic may be well brooked even in the Eyes. Neither 
muft all the Gold be precipitated, buc onely the 
moft noble part, and as ir were its Soul, which as to 
ics colour is much fairer and fublimer than common 
Gold is. Buc the more vile part is to be feparated 
by a peculiar precipitation, and to be reduced by 
fulion. To this pale part is ics former Colour to be 
reftored by Antimony, fb that no lofs may be made. 
If then the former part being precipitated, is better 
chan pure common Gold, the iatrer parr muft necefi 
farily be (being reduced by fulion) more vile, or 
thus, if the latter be bafer than common pure Gold, 
che former fhall be better chan ic is, and will there¬ 
fore be more profitable in Medicine, forafmuch as' 
it will (being digefted and confumed in the Sto¬ 
mach) difplay its virtues, which the common filed 
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Gold, or yet the Leafe Gold will not do. I pur- 
polelv tried this matrer, and found the things 
1 tell you of, to be true. But if (6 be _as any doubt 
as vet of this thing, concerning the fir ft precipita¬ 
ted Gold as being the bed part thereof, and which 
we bid you to add to the Aromatized Spirit, he may 
melt it down with (bme Borax, and compare it with 
the latter precipitated Gold, and then he will eafily 
perceiie the wide difference that is betwixt them. 
The firft will as to its Colour, far exceed the Gold 
of the beft Duckats or Role Nob’e, but the latter 
will be far worfe. That firft being again difl'olved 
and precipitated after a Philofophical manner, that 
half of it may again fettle down, it will become more 
noble, and again leave behind it a particle of pale 
Gold. Which operation is verily mod worthy ad 
miration, by the help whereof, Gold certainly may 
be at length haply (o concentrated, as to be able 
i( when reduced to the higheft nobility, colour, effi 
cacy and vertue ) to give colour to the other metals, 
and amend them. But this is not what I have hi 
'therto, for want of time, tried: But I hope ( God 
-permitting me ) (hortly to {hew fuch a Gold to the 
dubious of Art, feeking after it merely for this caufe, 
that I might thereof make an excellent medicine. 1 
will treat more plainly and more fully in my fourth 
part of the Profperity of Germany, concerning the 
Artificial and Philofophical Concentration of Gold 
and Silver into good Medicaments ; but that 1 may 
here give the Lovers of Art (bme fmail Teftimony 
how iiich a precipitation may be effedlcd, rake with 
you thefe few things. The precipitation may be 
done as well in the dry as moift way, but there the 
moift way is ufed, which is requifite in the making 
of this Medicine, but vet it is troublefome and ha¬ 
zardous, bccaufe that fometimes the glades break, 
and the Gold falls amongd the Afhes. But the dry 
way and which is void of any danger, belongs not 
to this place but to the fourth part of the Profperity 
of my Countrey. 1 mention it for this end onelv, 
that it may be feen and coniidered, that it is poffible 
to make fome Separation in Gold as well as in the 
meaner metals. For he that knows how by the be 
nefit of Art to make a Separation in (bme metals of 
the beft part from the word, hath a profitable 
amendment of the metal. We teach in the fecond 
part of the Profperity of Germany, how the volatile 
and unripe Minerals, may by Niter be reduced into 
malleable Metals. In the third part we fhew the 
way o( turning the common and imperfedt Metals 
into perfect Gold and Silver. Then at lad in the 
fourth part we (hew by what means Gold and Silver 
may be avanccd into more than perfedl; Bodies and 
appertaining to medicine ; concerning which Sepa¬ 
ration more (had be fpoken in what next follows 
Nor hath any one reafon to make any Scruple and 
imagine that I contradict my felf, feeing that in the 
aforefaid medicament 1 make ufe of precipitation and 
tender Gold, and yet have openly in many places 
fpoken the contrary, mt. that corporeal Gold can¬ 
not be concocted and tligcfted in the Stomach, and 
this I have mod often tried. For the Gold which 
we teach the precipitation of here is much better 
and more noble than the common Gold, and upon 
that accompt is not to be accompted of as corporeal, 
but for the very Kernel and Soul thereof as it were, 
which being digeded in the Stomach of a man, doth 
produce its venues into open light. N. B. That the 
(aid golden Ay. Vita being to be ufed, you mud fird 
(hake the glafs a little wherein it is kept, that fo the 


mod (ubtil Attomes of the Gold may cen mix rhem- 
felves with the Ay. Vita-, then afterwards feme few 
drops of the fame according as the Perfon and Di- 
(eafe is, are to be adminiftred in (bme convenient 
Vehicle. If you make trial with one or two fmail 
drops, you fhall experience its wonderful! heart 
drengthening Vertues, and its molt profitable ufe in 
all weaknelfes. 

Another Metallick Medicament prepared by the help of 
Nitre, cut of a Vein of Lead containing Silver, and 
me[l profitable in all the Sicknejjes or Dtfiempers of 
the Brain. 

T Ake a Vein of Lead that is rich in Silver, nof 
hath either Copper or Iron mixed with it, but 
bv how much the richer it is with Silver, fo much 
the better and more beneficial is it for this work. Se¬ 
parate from this Vein all the Sulphureiry or Brimfto- 
ny dinch by Niter, according to the Spagyrical Art, 
that fo the moft pure, mod lubtile, and mod highly 
Volatile and fluid Mercurial part may remain. Walh 
off the Niter as carefully as you can, and feparate it, 
that a bright (now coloured heavy Powder may re¬ 
main. This moft exceeding fluid and Volatile Pow¬ 
der is the Mercury of Saturn, I, i, 4, 5, even to 
12 grains thereof, being adminiftred in convenient 
Vehicles, doth exceeding quickly yield help in all 
grievous affeds of the Brain, in the Plague, Pains of 
Children that ate troubled with Worms; itquench- 
eth all internal heat, and withholds the gro(s Va¬ 
pours from afeending up into the Brain, it opens all 
the obftruflions of the Liver, exhilerates the melan¬ 
choly, reftorcs the Lunatick, fbolifh and phanraftiefe 
Ingeny, efpecially if their Bodies be firft prepared 
by my Antimonial Panacaa. Nay more, this Ce- 
phalick medicament will operate yet better, if after 
the firft preparation by Niter it be again wafhed, 
and made more (ubtil, yea and plainly fixed, that (o 
it may exercife its vertues and power with the grea¬ 
ter efficacy. Laft of all, it is yet rendered moft ef¬ 
ficacious, if this Mercury of Saturn be in the laft 
Operation driven over in a Retort and fo converted 
into a (weet Milk, demonftrating the truth of that 
Philofophical faying, The Fire and Azoth do wajh 
the Laton. Niter is the true Azoth of ihe Philofo- 
phers, and befides it, is no other to be found : It is 
the Scope of the wife men, the univcrfal Bath of 
Metals; The laid (weet Milk may be coagulated, 
and fixed into a tranfparent and fluid Stone, which 
again coagulateth and fixeth common purged Mer¬ 
cury. But I have not as yet fo brought it to fuch 
pafs as to undergo Saturn's trial in the Cupel as they 
call it; yet am I doing it, and hope to bring it to 
pafs. But although the Stone is yet volatile, yec 
doth it penetrate the imperfect Metals as Mars ancl 
Venus, and makes them eafily fiuxible and volatile; 
but feeing it does fo now, what would it do were it 
reduced to a fixity, this any one may eafily conjec¬ 
ture what effects it would have. Llaply this work 
is not much different from the work of the little 
Countreyman. But feeing that purification is not 
different from this matter, we think it worth while 
briefly to teach, whatir is, and in what it confifteth: 
But principally becaufe all mv writings tend to this 
end, 'viz. the feparating ot the pure from the im¬ 
pure, from which ground have we given this Book 
its name. Few are they that know the way and 
manner of Separations, and therefore ue deem’d ic 
highly neceflary to (peak (orr.ewhat thereof in this 
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place. For all the Philofophers do cry out with one 
voice, make the fixt volatile, and the volatile fixt. 
An hard and fixt thing doth bv laying down its 
Earth become fluid and volatile,and thisisaPhilolophi 
cal feparation and operation ; after it comesfublima- 
tion and diftillation, by which a thing is yet again 
made more pure,being fo pa rated from itsgrofs Farces 
For by how much the oftner any thing isdiflilled 
orfublimed, fb much the purer doth it become, and 
by how much the purer it is, fb much the more effi¬ 
cacious and penetrative it is found to be. Now 
again if the moft pure part of that thing be brought 
to fitch a pafs as that it will refill the moft violent 
and all things confuming forces of the Fire,every one 
will eafily conjecture what may be obtained by fitch 
like operations as thefe. Thefe things we have fpo 
ken do fhew the metallick purification, effected by 
the benefit of the Spagyrical Art. The ablution 
of Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals is threefold ; 
The firft wafhing carries olf by the help of Water 
the adhering impurities , as Sand, Powder, and 
Earth. The fecond leparates the thin and watery 
parts from the earthy ones, by diftillation, and doth 
the fame thing as fiiblimation is known to do in the 
feparation of Metals. The third feparation is per 
formed by the Fire, vix, when the fubjeCt that is 
to be purified is made red hot in the Fire, that fo 
thecombuftiblc Sulphur being inflamed may be con 
fumed, the Mercury may go away in fume, and 
the fixt Earth onely with the Salt ftay behind, the 
which is to beunderftood of Vegetables and Animals. 
The cafe Hands otherwife with the Metals, whofe 
three principles are fb knit by nature with fo ftraighr 
and radical a tie, into fuch an homogenial matter 
and fb hard, that they very hardly admit of fepara 
non, but do either very (lowly and by little and lit 
tleafeend together by Cohobation, orelfe abide con 
ftantly together in the bottom And albeit that fbme 
black Metal, be either by fublimation elevated into 
Flores, or by calcination reduced into white Afties, 
yet after reduction the Metal is found to be as before 
of the fame form, and endued with the fame pro 
perries, which it had before calcination, fo that thefe 
operations do no ways deferve the name of Philofo 
phical Purgations. How many have deceived them 
(elves, by thinking if they turned Mars into a red 
Crocus they fhould therewithal make Lune fixt, not 
confidering that that Crocus returns by reduction to 
its own former nature and Iron fhape. Common 
Mercury is precipitated into a moft fair and moft red 
Powder, and returneth by reduction to its firft run¬ 
ning nature Saturn being calcined by common 
Salt becomes red Powder, or a Minium , which being 
reduced is the fame Black lead as it was before. Here 
upon may fuch an one be defervedly laid to wafh the 
Black-moor that beftows his labour on this work. 
The fame Saturn being wafhed with Vinegar or any 
other conofive liquor, gives indeed a white Cerufe, 
but it is but a borrowed colour, and he covers his 
black body over with a white Robe, but yet for all 
that is prefently difrobed of the fame by Vulcan : 
The true Philofophers - do nothing eft'eem of this fo 
phiftical Purification Saturn is by all the Philofo¬ 
phers accounted for a black and leprous Gold, for 
they openly fay, that there is in Saturn what the 
Philofophers leek: Read bur Paracel [t:s his Book of the 
vexation of the Alch ymifts, and there he mentions 
more. Nor is it without caufe that that old Symbol 
or Proverb is ufed amongft the Chymifts. The Fire 
and Azoth do wajh Laton. AxtOth is Niter, and La- 
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ton fignifies the matter of the Stone. Some doaforibe La- 
ton to Saturn, I will forbear, onely thus much is 
to beobforved,that the word Laton fignifies the matter 
ofthe Stone, which is to be wafLed by Axoth or the A- 
cexum of the Philofophers that is Niter. Verily I well 
know that befides the common Saturn and Antimony, 
there is another, more eafily wafhed by Niter ; but be- 
caufe we here treat ofthe Vulgar, or the hrft Ens of 
/.»/w,and the reducing it into a good Medicament by 
Niter,wewillacquifce in what is already f'poken,& put 
off the explication ofthe laid matter to another place. 

A Uterine approved Medicament. 

Orafmuchas 1 have hitherto taught the preparati¬ 
on of fome notably efficacious Medicines by the 
help of Niter, and yet have nor in the mean while 
made any mention of the Sicknelles familiar to the 
Feminine Sex. I judged it wholly necelfaiy to help 
this weak and infirm Sex (which is appointed for 
the propagation of mankind) with fbme lingular 
Medicament: For (befides thole Difeafes whereto 
the Women are fubjedt as well as the Male Se x ) 
they are yet afflided with many Sicknelles that do 
arife out ofthe Matrix, wherewith all as well Maids 
as married Women, and thefe laft alfb are troubled 
not onely before Child-bearing, bur afterwards, vtx. 
when the Matrix is not well purged after Child birth, 
and fb begets various Sicknelles, Pains, Winds, In¬ 
flammations, Suffocations, the afeendingof evil Va¬ 
pours unto the Heart, or clfe by obftrudion of the 
Menftrues, do caufe a fwelling Belly, Wcaknefs, 
Debilitation of the Strength, a ftraightning of the 
Heart and Brain, moft vehement Griefs, and laflly 
Death it felf: Or elfe the Matrix may be moved out 
of its place, in Child birth, its Bonds broken, and 
the Matrix it felf fo much repleated and debilitated 
with overmuch moifture, that it has not fb much 
power as to be put and retained firm in its due place, 
bur fome are conftrained to leave it hanging our, to 
their great detriment, and are extrcamlv tormented 
with this fo great a detriment, the Matrix prefently 
flips down out of the Body by either vehemently 
walking, or any other violent motions, and are ne- 
ceffitated always to carry about them a pelfiry fra¬ 
med to the intent of keeping the faid Matrix up in 
their bodies, and that to their exceeding great trou¬ 
ble. Now then for the meeting with, and refitting 
thefe aforenamed and other fuch like difeommodites, 
but efpecially fuch as are overwhelmed 1 as it were) 
with them, I will fet down the way and manner of 
fo doing. As concerning the Matrix and its Difeafes 
which do arife after Childbirth, if fo be that the 
Matrix be not rightly cleanfed, even the Women 
themfelves know their own Remedies, and do for 
that reafon plant thofe Herbs that are ufofull there¬ 
unto in their own Gardens, or gather them in 
a fitfoafon and fo keep them by them, till they have 
need to ufo them in expelling the remains and trafli 
left after Childbirth : Such as thefe arc Pulegittm, or. 
Penny-royal, Mother-wort, Mug-wort, Savin, and 
the like Herbs, which have a powerfull expullive 
virtue, and there are waters too in the Apothecaries 
Shops diftilled to this intent, concerning which it is 
needlefs to write any more in this place : Thus much 
onely we would advife, that fuch Herbs and Species 
as are ufed for fuch effects, are to be rendred firft 
more fubtile by feparating the pure from the impure, 
that they may afterwards operate more fpeedily and 
better. The which thing may be moft commodiouf 
ly done on fuch wife and manner as I have tauzhr, 
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and preferred in die firft Parc of this Spegyrical 
Cbarmacopxa concerning the Ellcnces of Herbs. But 
the obfiruCtions of the Matrix, and ftoppage of the 
A/cnpruts are nor (b ejfily unlocked by bare Medica¬ 
ments thus barely taken in, lor diey penetrate not 
lb far with their Verrues, bur rather, as experience 
teacheth, is effected by luch Medicaments as are ap¬ 
plied beneath, and that more eafily, and Which we 
have already ryentioned in the Second Parr of the 
Furnaces in the Ch of Spirit of Urine, where I have 
inanifelted a peculiar inftrument by which luch ne 
ceflary Medicaments may be intromitted into the 
Matrix. 1 have therewithal! hitherto performed many 
happy Cutes. Bur forafmuch as I have fince that 
rime found out a far fitter inftrument for fucli difeafes, 
1 will clearly deferibe it for the lake, comfort, and 
help, of luch Women as are obedient to their Hus¬ 
bands, and chaflly oblerve the bands of Wedlock, 
■viz,, both how to prepare and how to apply the 
lame. You are to get an Inffrument made of good 
Silver ( not of Copper) its figure to be round, and 
like a fmall Cane, and fliut in the fore part, and to 
be a litttle 'onger than a man's finger, and about that 
bignel's ; You are likewile to get another a little 
(mailer fb as to go into rhe other, which other or 
bigger one nuift have three little edges on its intide 
all the length of it, thereby to keep the (mailer in 
(trument about the back of a knifes breadth from each 
fide of the bigger one, that lb it may not touch it. 
In the hinder part let be a Cover made which may 
fhut cite Inflrument tight when the Medicine is put 
in, led the (pirirual vertue of the fame fly back out 
of the body, and (o order it that it may perform its 
operation on the Matrix through the Inftrument, 
which is to be perforated (towards the top) with 
holes. To the hinder part of this Inftrumenr let a 
Thread be tied whereby it may be plucked out when 
its operation is over : Therefore like as the dileafe is, 
lb (hall a luitable Medicament ( and what is made 
exceeding Spiritual) be applied : On this wife let A 
lit vail piece of fine Sponge be embibed therewithal], 
and let the inner (mall Pipe be filled therewith, and 
be (o put up to the Matrix If the Menjirues be 
obftrudted, then the moll approved remedy is the 
concentrated Spirit of Urine, which bv its liibtile, 
penetrating, warming, mollifying, and opening ver- 
tuc opens the little Veins of the Matrix, and gives 
an Exit ro the obftruCteu Mtnftme. But if the Ma¬ 
trix labour not with this difeale, but is onely belieged 
as it were with cold and tenacious humours, then 
the hot and penetrating Oil of Tiles or Wax, rectified 
mod fubtiily, is to be applied , which being (ineared 
on (bmc Sponge, is to be conveyed in by the Inltru- 
rr.cnt into the cold and watry Matrix, the which will 
thereby be warmed, dried, and freed from the great 
ne(s of its moifture. Bur if fo be the Matrix (hall 
be moved out of its place, or its cords broken, or 
too much relaxed, or any other way affected, and (o 
not be capable ol retaining the Matrix, and keeping 
it from Aiding forth out ot the body ; Then mult a- 
(tringent things be uled, which may conftringe rhe 
too much loolened bands, and may heal and tie the 
Matrix again in its due place,and ftrengthen it. Such 
as rhefe are the d Allied Oils out of mens hair, out of 
rhe Wool of Sheep, and fuch-like Animals, out of the 
J loi ns ot G >ats, C aws of wild Beafis, and Feathers 
of wild anu ravenous Birds, and (itch-like things, 
\\ inch be in > laid upon the Coa’s, do draw rhemfelvcs 
up together, and do by that contraction fhew to us 
as it Were their ufe. Bur the manner of diftilling and 


rectifying tliefe Oils we have already taught in the 
Second Parr of our Furnaces, io that it is plainly 
needlels to repeat the (ame in this place. I (ay, and 
that truely, that if fo be that tliefe three kinds of 
Medicaments be rightly applied in thole three atfeCts 
of the Matrix, that they will perform things even 
wonderful!, and many pious Mothers might be pre- 
ferved found, a longer time among A their poor Chil¬ 
dren, were they but help'd by fuch remedies. For 
it cannot be that much help fiiould be brought ro 
the (ick and hurt Matrix by the Potions that are 
drunk of, or rhe hyflerial watry Medicines that are 
injeCted by a Syringe For fuch Medicaments as are 
taken in at the mouth cannot penetrate with their 
Vertues home to the Matrix, lb as to help it, to open, 
to purge, and to heal it, or to heal the dillolved and 
relaxed bands And as for Warers and DecoCtions 
that are applied beneath, and there injcCtcd, they 
prefently Aide out again, and do help the Matrix but 
little, or nothing at all. Bur now thefe Oils of mine 
and Spirits arc commodiouAy applied by means of 
the Iufirument, and dilcharge their office moft effi- 
cacioufly. But there is yet one thing neccAary here 
ro ad vile you of, viz. that fuch as defire to ule the 
Spirit of Urine, Oil of Tiles, or Wax, or Oils out of 
Horns, Hairs, or Feathers, for curing of the (aid de¬ 
fects of the Matrix, do prepare them themlelves, or 
commit them ro fuch to prepare them, as are skilled 
in the Art of diltillarion, and verted in rcChtying 
luch Spirits and Oi’s, thereby exalting them to the 
highelt fubtilty. For if lb be that any would buy 
in fome Apothecaries Aiop , rhofe things that he 
knows not how they are prepared, and haply (itch 
as are corrupted already , and not fit for ule, 
will be groAy mifiaken. For it is nor (ufficienc 
(if a thing is ro be made u(c of) that it hath a 
bare name onely, and be deftitute of the Vertues 
themlelves, and which are no ways effectual ) for 
the (aid Sicknell’cs of the Matrix are here taught to 
be cured nor with corporeal, but with (piritual and 
efficacious Medicaments. It is therefore neceffarily 
requilite, that rhe Medicines we have fpoketi of, viz. 
thole Oils and Spirits, be excellently well prepared, 
and In as ro exercitc their Vertues by emitting or e- 
jecting their invifible odour and vigour onely. The 
Spirit of Urine is to be (o volatile and very fubtile, 
as that it will vanifh away out of an opened glafs, 
atid therefore there needs a greater diligence in pre- 
(erving and keeping'it; Ir is to be well preferved in 
glafies dole ftopr,for if t lie Spirit vanifheth away, there 
remains onely an unprofitable Water void of all kind 
of Vertues. I have therefore taught the making of 
peculiar Glafies, which will net let go the Spirits, 
the fhape of them are deferibed in the Second Parc 
of my Cbymical Furnaces, in that place where I 
treat of rhe Spirit of Urine. In like manner the (aid 
Oils are to he well rectified, and to be made exceed¬ 
ingly volatile, fo that being expofed (bmc few hours 
to the warm Air, they will vanifh away ; which if 
they will not doe, neirher will they effeft ought I 
mult needs confefs that all the time in which I 
have lived, I never found a good Spirit of Urine, 
nor well rectified Oil of Wax or Tiles. 1 will 
lay nothing of the Spirits of Hairs, Horns, Fea¬ 
thers or Quills ( for there's no ule of them ) I 
have indeed found amongft many, a bare wort'hlels, 
falrifh Phlegm, but the very true Spirit of Urine it 
(elf I have not met withall. The Oils of Tiles and 
Wax are indeed found in all Apothecaries fiiops, but 
are for the moft part corrupted by their long lying, 
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and arc old, thickifh, red, tenacious, and deprived 
of their due odour, arc funking, and fpoiled of all 
their verrues. For 'tis very rare that luch Oils are 
reftihed , bur arc fold, Inch as they be, when' they 
come fir ft out of the Retort, with a faltifii kind of A- 
crimony adjoined unto them, which in the rcdlifica- 
tion abides in the bottom, and is at laft feparated 
f rom the Oil. Such O ls are of no value, and apper¬ 
tain not to this curing, for they will do juft nothing; 
and thus much I could nor omit advifing you of. l’or 
haply when feme lick per (on or other readeth here 
in this my book, that luch Oils do moft highly con¬ 
duce to expell the laid defau'ts of the Matrix, and 
ter perceive no comfort or help by the ufe of them, 
vviihout doubt the fault will be laid on me, as that I 
had written a lie, and not upon the ill prepared Oils. 
This therefore do 1 affirm, that except your Oils be 
good, you wi’l never have from them the hoped for 
event. And how ( indeed ) fhall the fick man know 
if the Oils be good or not. The Merchant or Seller 
of them won’t con left them to be old, ill prepared, 
and deprived of their odour. So oft times the fault 
is laid upon the Authour, and he’s condemned for 
writing unprofitable things, and which are not a- 
greeab’c to the truth. Bur the fault verily can light 
on none favc upon the Magiftrates, who (by wink¬ 
ing at luch things) do permit it. And when any 
one goes to be furnifhed with thefe things which are 
requilire, in fbme Apothecaries fhop, and the Apo 
thecarv haply fells but few Wares, and all the reft 
wax old as they lie, and arc corrupted ; and if hap’y 
lomctimes one or two fuch and fuch Simples or Me¬ 
dicaments be fought for but once or twice,it may be, 
in a whole year, lie delivers the things he has by him, 
which if hclplefs as to the fick buyer, yet are helpful! 
to the Apothecaries purfe But vet this is an unjuft 
thing, and a thing contrary to the love thar is due 
unto our Neighbour , and what will burthen the 
Confcience The fick man thirfting for help, puts 
the hope of his he'p and comfort in the Medicine ex¬ 
hibited him, which if not good the difeafe prevailing, 
the fick man dyes, but had good and profitable Me¬ 
dicaments been ufed, inftcad of the unprofitable and 
evil ones, he might have recovered. He therefore- 
that is guilty of fuch evils, let him look to it, what 
account he will at la ft give unto God for his tranfi 
greffion ; That which 1 have aforefaid, doe I again 
repeat, and do j et firmly alledge, thar the before- 
mentioned Spirit of Urine, as bkewife the Oils of 
Tiles and Wax, and thofe other Oils of Horns,Hairs, 
and Feathers, and their moft efficacious Spirits may 
be made ufe of in the expullion of the affects of the 
Matrix of what kind fbever, both in the younger 
Maids or Women, and in thofe that are of riper 
years, and that with moft high admiration. It is 
therefore a juft and right thing that they fhou’.d be 
found in all the Apothecaries (Imps, and that they 
fhould all of them be prepared after a due manner. 
For they are s not onelj' good in thofe difeafes that 
afflict the Womb, but do likewi/e operate miracu- 
loufiy and doe things incredible in many other difi 
cafes and affects of the Body if well and rightly pre¬ 
pared and duelv ad mi niff red inwardly and outward¬ 
ly ; Concei uing wh ; ch we have written more at 
large in the Second Parr of the Furnaces, <viz>. how 
they are to be prepared and made ufe of. Any one 
thac is endued with underftanding will perceive eafily 
that a hving Spirit is far more efficacious than a 
dead Body and exanimated Carkals. Forafmuch 
therefore as you have here heard that fuch grievous 


and incurable ( fo accounted at lcaft bv almoft all 
Men) difeafes of the Matrix, by which fo many 
Women are (wept away without any help, are to 
be cured by the alone application of fubtile Spirits, 
and fo few know the p.epuration of them, 1 will 
teach for the lake of that weaker Sex a better and 
more effectual Medicine, and withall will prove it 
by an example, thar all fubtile Spa lyrical Spirits 
may be concentrated and augmented^ their Ver- 
tues by the help of Art, and that one Spirit hath the 
power of concentrating another. And becaufe this 
Frcati(e, and all the Medicaments therein proposed, 
aim onely at this end, to fhew the wonderfull Ver¬ 
mes of Niter; And it hath been betides fliown, how 
ad the laid Medicaments ought, by the help thereof, 
to be piepared ; the lame lliall likewife be done in 
the demonftration of this Medicine. 

I taught in the Second Part ol mj r Furnaces to 
prepare a Spiiir of Urine and Sal Armottiack by the 
addition of Calcined Tartar ; But yet the already 
concentrated Urine or Sal Armomack. maj ; be mixed 
with doub'e the quantity as its own weight is, of 
fixed Niter, and fo be diftilled, for fo thole Spirits 
will be more ftrong and more efficacious than if Tar¬ 
tar were added unto them. And if the Oil of Tiles 
or of Wax, which is made by the addition of Earth 
16 heated as to imbibe the Oil or Wax, be yet 
once more diftilled by the concentrated ’Spirit' of 
Niter, it will be brought to the bigheft lubtilcy 
and Tis to be done after this following manner. 3 * 

Difiohe in one pound of the Spirit of Niter, four 
ounces of Laps Calamiuans Put the Solution in a 
Glafs-Viol upon a vaporous or dry B, thar the 
Phlegm may evaporate by little and little ( for the 
Lapu Calamvnaris holds all the Spirits, and permits 
the Phlegm to go off) and the Spirit of Niter will 
remain behind in the Viol like Oil. Take one part 
of this concentrated Spirit of Niter, and half a pare 
of Oil of Tiles or Wax, put them both in a g’afs 
Retort well lured, and force them out (by a diftil- 
laiion in Sand) from the concentrated Spirit into a 
great Receiver; and by this operation it will be tar 
more penetrative than it was before For the Spi¬ 
rit of Niter being by concentration bv the Calaw.na- 
ris freed from all its Phlegm, and feeing it is there¬ 
by become the more attractive, and can find no¬ 
thing eife that it might at mid, it affociates to its (elf 
all the humidity that lies hidden in the Oil, and 
which could not be feparated by the former diftiila- 
tion, aud hereby brings to pals that the Oil doth 
neccfianly become more lubtile and efficacious, yea 
fo penetrative, as that it performeth wonderfull 
things, efpecially in the elfedts of the Matrix , the 
which nought but very fubtile Spirits can heal, and 
which thofe concentrated Spirits are wont to do far 
more certainly and fecureiy than all rhe other Me¬ 
dicaments in the whole world: After the fame 
manner is the concentration and purification of the 
other Oils to be performed. And now that none 
might fcruple as to Waters being mixed with the 
(aid Oil or Wax, which have no affinirv with Wa¬ 
ter, the fepararion of which from the Oils, 1 have 
here taught ; I vvou’d have lath an one to know, 
that much farneft, as the exprelied Oils o* Vegetables 
are never without an aqueous moifturc, though it be 
invilible, and cannot be perceived. For rhe fire can 
make it mamfeft by diflillarion : As for inftance ; 
There’s Oil oliv e, one pound of winch is wont ro 
yield fix or feven [.tits of Acid Water bv diftiliation ; 
and thus do all O.ls, Wax, Turpentine,'Rolin,Gums, 
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Pitch, Amber,and all combuftible fatneffes. Yea even mg third Treadfe of this Spag)rical Pbartnacopxa 
the very burning Spirit of Wine it felf, and luch o- more and eminenter Metallick Medicines, and 

which are preparable by Niter : and this is done to 
the intenc, that every one may know, how wonder- 
full and excellent a fubject Niter is, the which is no¬ 
tably hidden by the Antients, and never wont to 
be called by its true name, but by Enigmatical Rid- 
From hence has fprung up even infinite names. 


thers as are prepared of Vegetables, can never be 
throughly rid of their Phlegm, uulefs they be poured 
on fome Calcined Salt, and lo rectified, they leave 
their humidity therein, and become more fubtile. 
But this is to be noted, that ly how much the drier 
and more attractive that Salt fliall be, fo much the 
readier will it attract the rrioifturc out of the winy 
Spirit and hold it. Therefore the Salts of Vegeta¬ 
bles, Calcined Tartar, and principally fixed Niter, 
ferve for luch a rectification. The other Corrofive 
L Salts, as fixt Sal Armontack , Calcined Vitriol, and 
fuch like, do rather love to hold and retain the 
Phlegm of their own peculiar Volatile Spirit than of 
the Spirit of Wine. And thus much let fuffice as to 
making fitbti’e Oils more fubtile, that they may per¬ 
form wonderfull things in Medicine. And now ha¬ 
ving defcribtd in this my Second Part ofjhe Spagy 


dies. 

as, a dry water, a water not wetting the hands, an 
Hermaphroditical Mercury, a Balneum Regittm , the 
Soap of the Wife men, the flying Dragon," the Urine 
of Boys, a Dunghill, Azoth, the waflier of Laton, 
a moll fharp Vinegar, the Stygian-water, the Death 
of the Living, the Life of the Dead, the Purgatory 
of the imperfect Bodies, the Bafilisk, the forked Ser¬ 
pent, the moft great Venome, the Venome of Herbs, 
the Menjlrue of Women, and fuch like infinite names, 
whereby they have wrapped over its true hidden 
name in Cimmerian darknefles, but is now by me 
ricai Pharmacopxa, fome of the moll neceffary iMedi- revealed, and is fet before the eyes of the whole 
caments, that are preparable by Niter, and have world, and it fliall farther be revealed and detected 
fliewed the way of ufing them, and which may fafe- in the three remaining Treadles of the Profperity of 
ly be given in chief difeales as well for prefervation Germany , which fliall very fhortly follow, and lb its 

~ A r ~ wonderfull power and moft efficacious vertues, 
it performed) in the bettering of Metals, 
in preparing Metalline Medicaments may be 


as cure : I cobld to thefe add many more, and fo 
encreafe the number of them But becaufe there are 
not a few of fuch good kind of Medicaments in the 
writing 1 have hitherto publifhed, viz,, in the firft, 
(econd, third, fourth, and fifth Part of the Furnaces, 
in the Miraculum Minute, and in the Mineral-Book, 
and there fliall yet follow more in the following third 
Part in this Pharmaccpcea Spagyrica, in the Vegetable 
work , as alfo in the fecond, third, and fourth Parts 
of the Profperity of my Country, I judged it need- 
lefs any longer to dwell on thefe here, but will onely 
by way of conclufion, and for ( as it were) orna¬ 
ments fake, yet add one onely Medicament of Niter, 
which will be none of the mcaneft. But forafmuch 
as this is nor a common preparation, but compre¬ 
hends in it great Myfteries, it feems not good unto 
me to fet down its preparation before the eyes of the 
perverfe world. Let it therefore fuffice to give onely 
fome hint, that the Common Niter, which to our 
Eyes appears moft white, doth contain in it a Soul 
of a deep red Colour, which by the benefit of the 
Vulcanick Art may be thence educed. For when 
Vulcan hath reduced that old Dragon, bound in 
Chains, unto a moft high ftreight by his Iron and 
fiery Mallet, and yet cannot plainly kill him ; Nep¬ 
tune coming in to help, meets the Bafilisk with a clear 
Looking-glafs, and turns on him his own peculiar 
poifbn, and fo flays him. As fbon as he begins to 
die, and ceaferh to vomit forth fire, Neptune laying 
alidc all fear, approacheth boldly near him, and puts 
a Sheeps skin over his Jaws, and receives his Bloud 
and Soul, and precipitates it into the Salt fea, where¬ 
in being drowned and choaked, he lays off all his 
x enome and all his filth, and is converted into a moft 
fjr and molt red Medicine. One onely drop of this 
boul of Niter can tinge an ordinary glafs full of Com¬ 
mon water with a golden Colour. But he that can 
turn this Bloud of the Dragon by the help of fire 
into a fire-refifiing Salamander, he may defervedly 
be compared with the happy fafon, and obtain moft 
great Honours, Treafures, and Riches. From all 
thele things may a Itudious Artift eafily fee what 
Myfteries iie hid in Niter. The things which I have 
hitherto delcribed are onely as it were final! fpark- 
hngs of thole kinds of Myfteries that lie hidden in 
Niter. T!ietc fliall be deferibed in the fourth Part 
of the Pro: Y. dry of my Country, and in the follow- 


which 
and 

manifefted and laid open before the whole world. 

I will not onely declare this in writing, but alfo will 
( God permitting ) very fhortly fhew, even manu¬ 
ally and in very deed in a convenient Laboratory, 
the making and ufe of all my Furnaces, hirherto 
publifhed in my writings, and the preparation of 
many excellent Medicines, as alfo the truth of the 
metalick Tranfmutation. Nor will I do thus to the 
end that I may advance my own profit, but will ra¬ 
ther do it for this intent, viz,, that the health and 
fafety of many rhoufands may be provided for that 
are afflicted with various fieknelles, and that the 
whole World may fee, believe and confefs, that the 
Tranfmutation of Metals by the abject Niter may 
be effected. But becaufe in fuch a like demonftrari- 
on, if the Laboratory be frequented but for one 
years fpace onelv, and daily laboured in, and the 
confeCting of fo many Medicaments be fliown, fuch 
great quantity of various Medicaments as I fhall 
have by me, cannot be all ufed by my felf, nor can 
they be of any ufe if laid up, and therefore they 
fhall be fold to any one for a fmall and vile price, 
that fo they may each that needs them ufe them in 
their neceflity. It is not Covetoulhefs that driverh 
us thus to doe, thinking thereby to get great riches, 
but onely to get juft as much as may ferve to pay 
for all the neceffary matters, as Coals, dalles, and 
other things. So then by this fo good and laudable 
work, there will not onely be laid open to the 
whole world, the occult Myfteries of Nature, to the 
honour of God: But withall,the moft mifcrable poor 
Sick will eafily obtain good Medicaments, and reco¬ 
ver their former health. Nay farther, not a few of 
fueh as have been in want will be able by the moft 
profitable ufe of Niter in tranfmuting the inferiour 
Metals into better, be able to fuftain themfelves bet¬ 
ter and more quietly. But that the whole world 
may fee and confider that my own peculiar profit 
and gain is not fought, but that my Neighbours pro¬ 
fit is out of a Chriftian atfeCtion onely aimed at, there 
fliall be adjoined at the end of the following third 
Fart, the price of every Medicament; from whence 
every one may eafily conjecture, that there is not 
expected any gain or large profir, but onely the re¬ 
covering 
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recovering of mv disburfcments; feeing no one is to be 
found who, bellowing great cofts in teaching others, 
would willingly lofe both his Expences and Labour 
too. 1 will with a willing mind reach others, but I 
will not lay out my Money and run the hazard. 
The World is wife enough, and great is the number 
of thole fick peop'e that need help : And therefore 
this publick Laboratory will ( by God’s help ) be 
able to bring abundance of profit to'all mankind ; 
in this Laboratory there fhall be all the Furnaces 
and all the Inftruments whereof I have made men¬ 
tion in the Writings by me publifhed, but the refem- 
blances of them not pictured, becaufe there's no oc- 
cafion for that to be added ; And withal), thole Fur¬ 
naces, Prelies, and Inftruments which we have men¬ 
tioned or fhall mention in the firft, fecond, third, and 
fourth Part of the Profperity of my Country, and in 


the Vegetable work , and my other Writings fhall 
be there to be feen, the which certainly will be ex¬ 
ceedingly he’pfull to moll men that abhor not to la¬ 
bour, to procure them food and fuftenance in their 
neceffity. 

Furthermore, foraflnuch as all my Writings hither¬ 
to publifhed, are very negligently and faultily prin¬ 
ted here and there by other men, againft my know¬ 
ledge. I will again fend them forth corrcfted, a- 
meuded, adorned, and encreafed with the figures 
hitherto omitted. And this I was unwilling to con¬ 
ceal from the Lovers and Students of Arts, llere- 
withall will I conclude this Second Part of my Spa- 
tryncal Difpenfatory , and fhortly add the Third Parr, 
onely wifhing that this Work of mine may ferve for 
the comfort and afliftance of very many fick per- 
fons. Amen. 


The End of the Second Part. 
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Wherein is taught, how by Salt and Fire, the Vegetables, 

Animals and Minerals may by a Spagyrical way and method be Mundihed, 
and how from them , Medicaments wonderfully penetrating and moft 
lpeedily operating may be prepared. 


A S for the manner of reducing Vegetables, A- 
nimals, and Minerals, by Diftillation into 
good and pure Medicaments, by the help 
of the Spirits of Salt, thus ftands the cafe: The 
manner and way of diftilling Vegetables, Animals, 
or Minerals per fe, after the common manner or 
way into Oil, Spirit, and Volatile Salt either in a B. 
Sand, or naked Fire, which hath been long ago, and 
allb is at this day in much ufe, I cannot in all re- 
fpefts commend, becaufe that fuch Spirits, Oils, and 
Volatile Salts, (whether from Animals, or Vegeta¬ 
bles) do all of them ftink, and though they be often 
rectified, yec do they not totally lofe that innate 
ftink gotten in their Diftillation, but do always re 
tain a kind of an ungratefull Empirenm , and are 
tnercbv loathfome to the Sick (and that not without 
caufe too) whereas otherwife they have abundance 
of virtues ; but being rectified with Spirit of Salt (as 
I have taught in the fecond Part of my Furnaces) 


they become pure, and lofing their ftinch are grate- 
full and acceptable,but not at all fo without that rec¬ 
tification. Now all Men know, efpecially the Spagy- 
rifts, thatthe chief virtues of Vegetables and Animals 
are placed in their Oils and Volatile Salts, (for you 
mull note that in Minerals the contrary is found, 
for their mercurial parts are moft virtuous) but both 
Oil and Salt do in diftilling by a Retort pals over 
aduft or burnt, and therefore are not made ufe of, 
and (the more’s the pitv) are ferviceable to none. 
For all fuch as diftill the Oils of Vegetables, by the 
appolition of common water, in Copper Stills, do 
know how very little a Portion is obtained by fuch 
a procefs, and that the greateft part of them (Oils) 
do abide in the Still, and are of no profit, becaufe 
common water can’t be made hot enough, tr^drive 
out the fatnefs, but it gives onely fiome little portion, 
the refidue is made thick and tenacious by the boi¬ 
ling, and remaineth in the Herbs : Hereupon Lome 
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Men knowing this thing, do add to the Herbs com¬ 
mon Salt, and Tartar of Wine, whereby the water 
being icndtcJ one degree hotter, gives more Oil: 
This is a way that I do indeed approve of, but yet 
the one half part of the Oil will not afeend,and there¬ 
fore diftilled Oils are commonly very dear, elpeci- 
ally if made out of dear things. Whereas if the 
Oils were diftilled by this method of mine, they 
would have much more Oil, whereby the poor 
might alfo buy them. I will inftance in one fimilitude 
whereby it fhtf.l appear, what great profit may be 
made by diftiliing of Oils according to my method, 
and what a vaft difference there is betwixt my me¬ 
thod here deferibed, and the common ufual way. 
Suppcfe therefore that I feek after an excellent Me¬ 
dicine for the Stone, and that l do certainly know 
that it lies in the Afh, (as 1 have clearly enough dif 
coveted in the firft and fecond part of this Spagyncal 
Vharmacopcea, certainly knowing, that the Oil diftil¬ 
led out of its Seed doth (by manifold experience) 
far exceed all other Medicaments sgdnft the Stone.) 
This Afh indeed yields a pretv quantity of Seed, but 
much of that Seeft yields but very little Oil, becaufe 
’tis refinous, and doth nor diftill over with the wa¬ 
ter, and upon that account is prepared but by a 
few, and fuch poor Men as are Tick, can’t partake 
of it becaufe of its dearnefs, and this is much to be 
bewailed, that the Omnipotent God fhould fet be¬ 
fore our Eyes this Medicine in fuch plenty and yet 
no body enioy it. Befides this is to be obferved, 
that if iome diligent Phyfician fhould diftill fuch an 
Oil, and yet not know how to correct it according 
to my method, he may fometimes do more hurt 
than good, becaufe that Oil brings over with it a 
certain volatile Salt, which (inl'eCts or works on) the 
Copper VelTcl it is diftilled in, and the Copper re¬ 
frigeratory which it palfeth through, and is ufually 
thereby rendred yellowifh, or green, and hath been 
by many difereet Men made ufe of without any re¬ 
gard thereunto, and (by reafon of the Copper) hath 
put a naufeate and debility of Stomach upon the 
Sick, and hath been more hurtfull than beneficial. 
But now if they had rectified it with Spirit of Salt 
once, or at leaft well fhook it in a Glafs with the 
laid Salt Spirit, that fo the Copper might have been 
extracted bv the Spirit of Salt, and fo have adminif- 
tred it, they had done well, and would have gotten 
a mod excellent Medicine, though I contefs fome- 
what dear, (proceeding this way) becaufe that a 
Saeklull of the Seed, and as much as a Porter can 
carry at once, will fcarce give two ounces of Oil, 
and this is too dear for the Poor Man's Purfe. 

For the fake therefore of all fick People as well 
Poor as Rich, 1 will difeover my way that I ufe in 
getting the Oils, Spirits, and Volatile Salts out of all 
the Vegetables, and that in good quantity, and with 
very fmall Cofts, that fo all Men may partake of 
the gifts of God, and may all have occafion of gi 
ving thanks to the Creator of all good things. 

Take therefore in Gods name whatfoever Vegeta¬ 
ble youlift, and fill a great Glafs Retort thcrewith- 
all, and by degrees diftill over all that will come. 
Separate the Oil from the Spirit, and the Spirit by 
rectification from the Volatile Salt; reCtilie alfo this 
Volatile Salt, and the Spirit upon its own Caput 
Mort. or upon fome other Salt of Afhes being firft 
fired and calcined, and fb they will become pure 
and lofe that fetid flinch that they got in the Diftil- 
lation : If one rectification is not enough, add a fe¬ 


cond or a third, always provided that it be done , fams out of the Seeds, 


on the fixed Sait of that Herb out of which you 
drew the Spirit. Now though the Oil be alfo depu¬ 
rated by a rectification upon the Caput Men. yet 
that depuration and rectification is not comparable 
to this of mine which *1 mention here, and therefore 
well do we prefer this way, and ’tis thus. 

Take your black diftilled Oil, pur it in a Glafs 
Retort with fix or feven times as much rectified 
Spirit of »SaIr, and give firft a gentle Fire, then a 
greater as the thing requires, fb rhe Oil will pals 
over pure with the Spirit of Salt, and rhe flinch to¬ 
gether with the blacknefs, will ftav behind with a 
part of the Spirit of Salt. If now you will have that 
Oil yet purer, then reClifie it again with new Spi¬ 
rit of Salt untill both the Odour and Colour thereof 
pleafe you. As for the Oil that ltaycd behind anti 
did not .afeend, feparate it from the Spirit of Salt, 
and ’twill be fomewhat thickifh like to a black Bal- 
fani, and hath great virtue both inwardly and out¬ 
wardly, but its inward ufe we need not, for we 
have enough of the pure Oil for that purpofe. But 
that 1 may be yet farther ferviceablc to my Neigh- 
Lojr, and that he may underftand me more there¬ 
by, 1 will make ufe of this fimilitude or example. 
Put cafe, that 1 have fome four, five, - or fix pounds 
of the Seed of the Afh, which falls from the Trees 
in the Month of September or October , I do fill a Re¬ 
tort with the fame and by it diftill rhe faid Seeds, 
and I ufually have about one or two, fometimes 
three, four, five, or fix drams of black Oil, fome 
ounces of Volatile Salt, and fome pounds of Acid 
Spirit: Now forafmuch as I feek for the Oil onely, 

I feparate this from the Spirit, and reClifie it with 
Spirit of Salt untill it becomes pure, and this I keep 
for my ufe ; and I make of the Spirit either a certain 
Eftence, as I have taught in the firft part of my 
Tharmacopaa, or fugered Tablets, (or Lozenges) or 
what I pleafe : And by this way do I get more Oil 
out of five or fix pound of the Seed of the Trees, 
than otherwife by the / 'efica or common hot Still, 
our of ioo pound, and that which remaineth after 
rectifying is profitable for external ufes, if it be pre¬ 
pared as follows, 'viz,. Separate this thick Oil from 
the Spirit of Salt and mix it with Wax, that fb it 
may be made fomewhat thicker, fb as to be fpread 
like an Emplaifter, the which pur upon the Reins, 
and ufe the diftilled Oil inwardly, and thus this 
Emplaifter will perform as much outwardly as the 
diftilled Oil operates inwardly, and fo the Patient is 
thereby doubly repaired and helped And if you defire 
yet a third way of healing, then reClifie the acid Spi¬ 
rit well, and dilfolve the Volatile Salt by fubliming it 
with the Spirit, and ufe this Spirit every day (befides 
the inward ufe of the diftilled Oil) on this wife: Heat 
it.a little,anddip in icfomeLinnen Cloathsand there¬ 
with wafh or bath the Back and Reins putting on the 
Emplaifter afterwards, and hereby the Sick Perfbn 
will in a fhort time (unlefs God doth in a lingular 
manner put a flop thereto) certainly recover. 

Note well, after this manner may you diftill all 
other Vegetables into Oils, Spirits, and Emplaifters, 
and make ufe of them in this Difeafe, fuch as are 
Saxifrage, Parfly, Cumin, Carraways, and fuch 
like other Herbs and Roots : Neither is it always 
necefiary to have the Afh Seed, unlefs you pleafe : 
For that this Tree is not to be had in all places, and 
it yields alfo at fome Sealbns but little Seed ? N. B. 
Here fome may demand and fay, you have taught 
us the manner of preparing Oils, Spirits, and Bal- 

but now if fuch a Medicine 
could 
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could be made out of the Herbs it would be fome 
thing, for whence Hull fomuch Seed be had ? I An 
fwer. It'rhou haft not fo much Seed, thou may'll 
make the Medicine out of the whole Plant, as the 
Root, Stalk, Flowers, and Leaves: And the realon 
why I mentioned onely Seed, was this, becaufe the 
chiefvirtueofallthe Vcgetab!es,is occultly placed and 
concentrated in the Seed, elfe the whole Plant may 
(as aforefaid) be made ufe of, which although it 
yield not fo much Oil as the Seed does, yet may we 
even this way receive a good quantity : And if we 
ftiould neither take Seed, Herb, Leaves, or Stalks, 
yet would the Root alone afford much Oil; bat in 
Trees, as in Afh, Linden, Nut, Cherry, Peach, 
and the like, the very bare Wood it felf will abun 
dantly fupply, if diftilled per defcenfum y ov bv a Fire of 
fupprelfion (of which afore,) fo that a little Afh if 
rightly handled may afford you fome pounds. 

Nor are you to fiippofe that this way of plentiful¬ 
ly preparing the Oils of Vegetables and clarifying 
them by Spirit of Salt, ferves onely for Inch Vegeta¬ 
bles as are good againfl the Stone, becaufe I have 
onely inftanccd them as examples; No, but even 
all Vegetables, ferving for every Difeafe, may be 
by this aforefhown way reduced into moft fweet 
Medicaments. Nay not onely Vegetables may, but 
alfo Animals and Minerals too, but with fome dif¬ 
ference and diftinCtion, which we fhall mention in 
what follows. 

There remains yet one thing more to be menti¬ 
oned about the Oils of Vegetables,'and the Diftilla- 
rion of them, and ’tis this. Some or other may re¬ 
ply and fay, that haply fuch Oils as are prepared 
firft by a Retort and per Jefcenfum , and then rectified 
and clarified by Spirit ofSalr, are not equivalent in 
their virtues to thofe which are diftilleJ in a Copper 
by the help of Water. For prevention of this Quar¬ 
ry, and the removal of fuch needlefs cares, we do 
in the firfl place demand, in what the virtues of the 
Animals and Vegetables do confifl, whether or no 
in their connate and occult property, or in the O- 
dour, Savour, and Taft. For aufwer, the greateft 
virtue of moft Herbs, and living Creatures doth for 
the moft and greateft part confill in their Co-nate or 
Co born nature and property, and notin the Odour 
or Savour, as is fufficiently evident in fome Plants, 
which have icarce any Odour or Savour, and yet 
are found notably efficacious in Medicine, and fome 
there are both of a fweet Odour and Savour, which 
have no Medicinal ufe, and fome that have an un- 
gratefull Odour and Savour, and yet have no mean 
Medicinal Virtues. And many there be of things 
which both frnell and tail fweet, and are alfo profi¬ 
table in medicine, becaufe God hath created them 
fo or to that intent. I muft needs confefs that fome- 
times an Odour or Savour of fuch an Herb as hath 
but little virtue is notably refrefhing and comforta 
ble to the Vital Spirit, nay more, the very lecing of 
a fair and comely thing is capable of comforting the 
Fleart, and an ugly thing of debilitating it ; a nota¬ 
ble example hereof we have in a friendly man, and 
in Gold, as being things which by the very behol 
ding of t cm do refrefh the Heart, whereas contra 
riwile, an angry man, and a venemous Creature do 
terrific it, {viz,. the Heart) and as ’rwere make it 
Sick, vea and lometimes kill outright. Betides,’not 
onely the feeing of fuch and fuch objcCls do profit 
or hurt, but even the very voice of a man, or of a 
living Creature do hurt, weaken, and kill, if pro¬ 
ceeding from a malignity. Farther, the bare ima¬ 


gination can effect good or evil, heal or hurt ; bur 
tins belongs not to this place, but fuch things are 
treated of in my fhert Treadle of things natural and 
fupernatural. That which I have here fpoken is to 
this end, that the unskilful! might know, that the 
virtues of Vegetables do conlift more in their Co br rn 
Nature than in the Savour or Odour, and that this Dif- 
tilladon by a Rerorr, and reCtificarbn bv Spirit of 
Salt, can neither add to or diminifh from their vir¬ 
tues, becaufe their virtue remains always unhurr, in 
what manner foever the Diftillation be made, provi¬ 
ded that that which is diftilled be diligently depura¬ 
ted, and all the ungratefulnefs removed therefrom 
which it got in the operation, that is to fay, when 
Oils are aduft (or Savour of burning) by their 
being diftilled in a Retort, then that accident may 
be taken away from them by rectification with Spi¬ 
rit of Salt, and this now I add for the fake of the 
Ignorant. 

Moreover as it is wirh Vegetables, fo likcwife muft 
you order your diftillation of the Oil, Salt, and Spi¬ 
rit of Animals.- Neither need you to proceed farther 
or otherwife. As for the Vcrtues of both Animals 
and Vegetables, the Phylician ought to know them 
by their Signature, and nor by the books of Writers, 
becaule the Signature doth fhew us the Vertues of 
all things much clearer and righter than many Wri¬ 
ters, who write many tilings mcerly from hear fay, 
whenas themfelves do in truth know very licrle or 
nothing at aft. And thus for this time I omit to fay 
any more, for that the prefent occafion will nor ad¬ 
mit of a more prolix difeourfe hereabouts. What I 
have done is for the Sick that are poor, that they 
might know my method of purifying the Spirits of 
the Acid Salts from Vegetables or Animals, by Spirit 
of Salt, and of bringing them into wholfome Medi¬ 
caments : And this cannot be accomplifhed fo plen¬ 
tifully without this Medium ; and now this way be¬ 
ing ftiown, the Poor may alfo enjoy the benefit of 
them, and be able to pay the Apothecary, whenas 
before even the Rich could hardly have any of the 
good ( in them ) Note well, you arc yet farther to 
obferve, that indeed the Animals arc firfl to be di¬ 
ftilled by a Retort ( as we fpake before concerning 
the Vegetables) that fo their Oil, Spirit, and Vola¬ 
tile Salt, may pafs over together ; and their Spirit 
and Volatile Salt may be rectified and purified the 
aforefaid way. But the Oil will not come over by a 
bare Spirit of Common Salt, or of Niter, but that Spi¬ 
rit muft be firfl concentrated with Calamnans , and 
then it brings over rhe Oils of Animals, elfe not. 
But as touching the Concentration of the Acid Spi¬ 
rit for this rectification, we fhall fpsak of it anon, 
and will therefore firfl fee down ( for better inftruc- 
tions fake ) one certain procefs’of diftillation and 
rectification, left any might err, and that all might 
rightly apprehend my meaning ; and 'tis this: Take 
fome pounds of Turpentine, diftill thence an Oil, 
and the Faeces of the Turpentine will flay behind. 
This Oil though it be 1 endred by Diftillation purer 
than ’twas before, yet it bath put on another nature 
by means of the l ire, viz,, an horrer nature, and 
therefore ferveth nor for every effeCt which the Tur¬ 
pentine before ferved for, becaufe the Turpentine is 
not very thick nor very thin, nor too hot or too 
cold, nor too fubtile or too thick or grofs, but is of 
a temperate eflence and property, which now by 
Diftillation it poffelfeth no longer, but, becaufe ofits 
, heat and fubiilty, it is unufetull. Well, wharofall 
this ! Why fome or other might have objected tome 

that 














124 


The Third Vnrt of Part II. 


that indeed things are by diftillation rendred more 
jure an I fubtile, but doc thercbv get an hotter na¬ 
ture and vertue , and therefore that way of purify¬ 
ing dorh nor doe well in all lubjeds. Well, to pre¬ 
vent this objection , and that the diftilled Oils may 
after their purification be rcftored to the lame de¬ 
gree of thicknefs, rarity or-thinnefs, colour or frigi¬ 
dity, that they had before, and yet retain the purity 
they got by di(Tilling •. the method is cafie, and is 
thus done. Suppofe that Turpentine be ( as it is 
Turpentine) hot and fubtile in the firft degree, but 
being diftilled it arrives to the third degree, and be¬ 
ing redi;ied to the fourth. I muft now needs con¬ 
fers that that fubtile Oil is to be uled onely in cold 
altefls, and in no others, whereas it might before 
have been employed about other accidents. To this 
I fay, and yield, that if it be proceeded with after 
the common and known way, ’tis fo : But my way 
is far otherwife to be reckoned of: For though here¬ 
by the things diftilled doe, together with a purity, 
get a fubtile heat, and doe in (ome operations become 
too thin and hor, yet in rectifying by the Acid Spirit, 
filch qua ! ities are broken, divided and dilfipated, lo 
that it is in part rendered of a like thicknefs and 
tenacity as it was at firft, and a part of it re 
mains fubtile. So that you may have out of one 
iubjed, both thin, hot, thick and temperate parts to¬ 
gether, bur both of thefe parts pure, as fliall be e- 
vinced by this Example. 

The Spirit of Salt, or of Niter is indeed inwardly 
a mere Fire, but externally a mere Cold, by which 
all thin things do ftiffen and wax hard. Therefore 
as the dilVillation doth induce heat, expels and exte¬ 
nuates, fo the rcdification doth by the acid Spirit 
compel or drive the fame inward, thickneth it, and 
reduceth it into an equal temperature : For the Oil 
in the firft diftillation is plainly hotter and fubtiller 
both within and without, than ’twas before, but by 
rectifying it with the acid Spirit, the mod iubtil part 
comes over firft, then the middle part, and the thic¬ 
k-eft refides in the bottom, which is of an equal de¬ 
gree of heat and thicknefs as the Turpentine is, and 
is as ufefull both inwardly and outwardly as the 
Turpentine it (elf is. Anil 1 have over and above 
that middle Oil, and that moll fubtil Spirit burning 
and penetrative, the which l can make ufe of for 
thole elfefts, which require fuch fubtilty, or if f lift, 
thicken it with what I loft remaining of it felf behind, 
which is thick, but vet purified, or elfe thicken it 
with fome other convenient thing. And thus may I 
reduce one Subjed into as many Degrees as Ipleafe, 
whereas the Turpentine had before but onely one 
Degree: From hence may the friendly Reader fee 
what Bajis this my diftillation and rectification by an 
acid Spirit hath: Whereby not onely a great deal, 
yea 4 , or 5 times more Oil comes over than 
by the common hot Still ; but alfo the Volatile Salts 
and the Spirits, and fharp Vinegars may be hereby 
gotten out of Vegetables and Animals, and befides a 
pretty quantity of thick Oil to be externally ufed, 
and which otherwife in diftillation by water in a 
Vefica or hot Still, would remain wholly behind. The 
benefic therefore of this diftillation and rectification, 
doth not onely conlift in the getting a far greater 
quantity of the pure Oil, but alfo in getting the 
Volatile Salt, 1 which as to its ufe is equivalent in 
vertue to the Oil ) and withal, an acid Spirit which 
abundantly 1 ’ufTiceth both inwardly and outwardly 
according to its Office. 1 do therefore earneftly 
demand of all skilful! Spagvrifts ( for ’tis in vain to 


appeal to fuch as are yet ignorant what the Art of 
Fire is) whether or no this diftillation is not-tn be 
preferred before rhe others, and ro be made ufe of 
for the benefit of mankind. I hope that the well 
minded Reader will follow this rule, and will appre¬ 
hend from this one procefsonely, lo much as to be 
afterwards ealily able to reduce every diftilled Oil 
into its former hardnefs, by the help of an acid Spi¬ 
rit. Let us confider Amber onely, 'tis indeed a fine 
tranfparcnt kind of ftone, which was before ( or at 
firft) foft and fluid as Turpentine was, an Oil ora 
kind of thin Bitumen, but now fo hardened by the 
fait Water that it may be beaten to a Powder, yet 
may it be diftilled and fo feparated and cleanfed 
from its earthly Nature : And the pure Oil may be 
reduced into its former hardnefs, by the help of Spi¬ 
rit of Salt onely : For ir became at firft hardened by 
Salt, when it flowed thin out of the Rock : But of this 
enough, wc fhail fay more of it in another place. 

Now follows the Procefs of purifying Minerals 
by diftillation or fublimation,and of depurating them 
even to the utmoft, by rectifying them by an Acid 
Spirit. To exemplifie which, I will inftance in Com¬ 
mon Sulphur, according to which rule the other 
purification of Minerals may be infiitured. 

Take common Brimftone, fublime it the ufual way 
into Flowers, or by it felf in a Coated glafs retort, 
or let it be mixt with decrepitated Salt, for fo will it 
be treed from its moft crude terrefireity, and be ren¬ 
dered fit fora farther Mundification by an Acid Spi¬ 
rit. Take one pound of thefe Flowers of Sulphur, 
and put it into a ftrong Glafs Body coated, then ' 
pour in one or two pounds of the Spirit of Niter, or 
of common Salt, and place it in an Earthen-veffel in 
Sand : Put there under a Fire, encrcafing it gradu¬ 
ally untill the Spirit of Salt boils in the Retort, and 
the Sulphur melts, and there will fwim fomewhat 
like Oil on the top of the Water : N. B. An Alem- 
bick is to be put on the Body, left the Spirit of Salt 
afeending up, goes away in fume; but in the Alem- 
bick it will be refrigerated, condcnfed, and may be 
faved. This boiling is finifhed in fome five or fix 
hours, and fo ihe Sulphur is mundified, and becomes 
as clear and tranfparent as Glafs. For the Spirit of 
Salt attradeth the Metalline Parts, which are in the 
Sulphur, whether it be Copper, Arfenick, Auripig- 
ment, Vitriol, or fuch-like impurities which are com¬ 
monly adherent, and flickers on to the Sulphur, and 
would otherwife have remained in it, and done more 
hurt in Medicine : And this Paractlfas knew, and 
adviferh to beware of; For certain it is there lye 
hidden in Sulphur incredible Venues, and fuch as its 
common Flowers do not fheiv or difeover, as being 
yet infedecl with Mineral venenate Spirits, which 
may he taken thencefrom by the Spirit of Salt. And 
if then either the Flowers be fublimcd out qf it, or 
that it be diflolved in a Balneum with Spirit of Juni¬ 
per, or of Turpentine, or be by any other way re¬ 
duced into a Liquid form, it doth much good in Me¬ 
dicine, nor is there any more fear of its venomous 
nature, for the Spirit of Salt hath took that away. 

I could indeed here mention fome preparations of 
Common Sulphur, into efficacious Medicaments, but 
that I have intended to proceed no farther with it 
here, than onely as touching its purification by the 
Spirit of Salt: the reft we will leave to another time. 

As Sulphur may be proceeded with, fo likewife 
may you deal with the other Minerals, and firft 
mundifie them by a Retort, and diftill them into 
black Oils, then may the Oils be clarified with Spi¬ 
rit 
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rir of Salt, and be reduced into fvveet Oils and Bal- 
fems. Nor will any man eafily believe what nota¬ 
ble Vercues there arc hidden in the mountainous 
and terreftrial Minerals, and yet nor ufefull at all 
inwardly, becaufe of their Arfenical nature, which 
may with cafe be taken away from them by Spirit 
of Salt, and be thereby more fecurely ufed as to 
Medicine. And had 1 not purpofely tried it, I would 
not at all have written of it. For information there¬ 
fore of the unexperienced, I will tell you a ffory, 
whereby it will appear, that rhofe Minerals do ulii- 
ally lodge in them evil and venomous Arfenical Spi¬ 
rits. 

In the County or Province of Erbach , feituate 
between the Mesne and Neher in Franconia , is found 
plenty of a Sand knit as it were together by a fluid 
Mineral, and grown together into huge heaps like 
little Mountains of a duskilh colour ; which if you 
lay on burning Coals, emits a fweet odour altoge¬ 
ther like Amber. When 1 few it, I put fo me into 
a Retort, and diftilled an Oil thencefrom, wholly 
like the Oil of Amber both in colour and fmell, and 
had ufed it in its ftead, had I not fhortly after tried 
another knack : For ordering the Chambers to be 
fumed with the Sand, becaufe it yielded fuch a fra¬ 
grant odour , I very feafonably obferved that that 
fume was unwholfome and venomous, for it caufed 
pains of the Head, and a kind of naufeate, 'twas alio 
offenflve to the Stomach, and this made me leave off 
my Fumigations, and fet about rectifying the Oil 
thence diffillcd, by the Spirit of Salt, and by this 
means I got a clear and pure Oil, and the Spirit of 
Salt attracted to it fclf the Arfenical Effence, which 
being purged and redified, yielded me at the bot¬ 
tom real Arfenick, whence 1 perceived that all thofe 
Minerals are very Arfenical, and no ways fit 
for internal ufe, unlefs they be firfl mundified by 
the Spirit of Salt. Many fuch kinds of Minerals are 
to be found, which we neither care for, nor know: 
fome of which are as hard as a Stone, fome thin, fome 
fluid like Oil; fuch an one is that Fountain about 
Baccharach that boils up in the middle of the Rhine , 
and fills the whole Rhine for about three miles fpace 
and an half with its fatnefs, and yields a mod fra¬ 
grant odour, is of a duskifh colour. For as I was 
ferrying by it, I took up fome of the water in my 
hand, and queftionlefs the Fountain of it mud needs 
flow very plentifully, forafniuch as the whole River 
Rhine is filled therewith as far as you can fee, and 
yet fcarce one Man amongft a hundred or a thoufand 
dee in their failing by it take notice thereof. Doubt- 
lefs this Fountain hath its efflux and rife out of the 
Mountains which border on each fide the River. 
Did it break out at the top of the Earth, it would 
be worth Gold and Cedar, but lying fo deep, -ris of 
no ufe. Were curious Men inhabitants there, they 
would doubrlefs find out this Fountain ; For on this 
part of the Rhine,- where the City Baccharach lies, 
is a high Mountain, where grows pretious Wine, and 
is in Foreign parts fold at a dear rate, becaufe of its 
molf fweet favour and odour, and by the Inhabi¬ 
tants is called Mufeadel, and 'tis a fort of Wine pro¬ 
duced onely in this Mountain ; nor can the neigh¬ 
bouring adjacent places make the like. Hence I pre- 
fome that this Fountain at Zaccherach arifeth from a 
Mineral Oil, flowing out from this Mountain into 
the Rhine , and that hence alfo arifeth the goodnefs 
of the Wine. And whereas this Mountain affords 
not fuch a quantity of Wine as the Inhabitants 
wife, they bethought themfelves of a remedy for 


this fcarcity, calling in Ilerb-fcarlet into the common 
Wine, from which it got the feme kind of talfe, and 
became almoft Mufeadel. Nor let it feem frrange 
to any one for the Wine to attract a favour from the 
Earth lying about it, for 'tis very certain, and I my 
folf have tried it ; And fince it is fo that this matter 
affords me opportunity of fpeaking of thele things, 
I will give you my opinion more clearly in what 
follows. 

Below Franhforel, fome four miles from the River 
Afoene, there lies a Village called r | hhenheime under 
the Atogunud Elector, and there’s a Mountain which 
yields very good Wine, though not of fo delicate a 
favour as that of Baccharach, yet 'tis of a fweet fmell, 
whereby it exceeds all the Rhenilh Wine, and is 
therefore dear ; The caufe of this, l attribute to the 
Soil, in which the Vines grow, which Soil brings 
forth Stone-Coals,and were heretofore digged hence, 
and are now again fought after, which Coals have 
in them a fweer Mineral Oil, as I fhall fliew you. 
Farther, there lies a high Mountain at the River 
Afccne about the Callle Klingenberg, feituate between 
OJemvall and Spejjarr, where that Earth is found 
too, fuch as I above mentioned , which yields a 
fweet Oil in diflillation. And this Mountain doth 
like wife produce fweet and good Wine, fo that it 
yields not a whit ( in its kind ) to that of Baccharach 
or Hohenheime. But now wheiher or no the Mineral 
Oil that is not far off to be here found, be wholly the 
caufe, I doe not affirm, bur I believe it, for niv part, 
fo to be, let another follow his own opinion. There 
is alfo a great Mountain at Ilerbipohs , at the St cine fo 
called, that yields pretious Wine, but not of a favour 
like tliefc three. Hence arofe that Proverb : At 
Baccharach on the Rheme, Ilerbipohs on the Stcine, 
Klingenberg on the Aiesne , and Hochheime on the 
Rehn, are the four beft Wines. 

I confefs there grows good Wine every-wherc on 
the River Mane, but yet chefe f< ur do far exceed all 
the others, and that haply becaufe of that Uveet 
favour which they attract out of the Earth where 
they grow. For it is certain that the Vine doth 
draw an odour and favour ( more than all other 
Plants do) out of the Earth, whence it hath its nu¬ 
triment : So that it is not very difficult for a good 
Phyfieian to communicate to the Vine any favour 
that he lificth ( which will be ) according to the 
nutriment which is put to the Root. I make no 
doubt but that there will be fome Zoilifts that will 
make a mock of thefe Reafons of mine, as concern¬ 
ing the ground and rife of the tafte of the Wine at 
Baccharach, Ilerbipohs , Klingenberg and Hochheime, 
and will not attribute the caufe to the Soil, but fey 
that my Reafons are invalid (hallow ones, the which 
derifion I fhall patiently undergo : fuch kind of Men 
will rather drink the good Wine even to excels, than 
produce any reafons whence the favour procecds.But 
1 fpcak experimentally, and fey that the Vines do at¬ 
tract a favour from the Soil whence they arc planred, 
the which 1 have many a time tried and found fo ro 
be. Verily the Gardiners know, that Man’s dung 
will give a nutriment or encreafe to Flowers, but yet 
will put an odd fmell upon them ; And therefore 
do they carefully ffiun the putting it ro the Roots of 
fweet-fmelling Flowers, but ufe it rather to fuch as 
are void of odour, as Tulips and fuch like, that fo 
they may grow the fooner. ’Tis alfo evidently ob¬ 
ferved, that if the Root of the Vine be planred in 
fuch a place where Man’s dung liech, it acquires an 
unpleafeuc odour, and the Grapes are thereby ren- 
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tiered unfit to be eaten. Befides, the moft curious j true Oil of Peter; and which being kept apart, and 
Vine-dreflers have long ago attained to this experi- ufed for cold accidents, both inwardly and outward- 
ence, that if the Scarica'or any other odoriferous ly, will do the fame, yea and much more than is at- 


Herb be applied to the Root of the Vine, it will be¬ 
llow its Odour on the Grapes, ( but it ferves for no 
more years than that onely) whereas if they pour 
upon the Root an Oil of a fweet and firong Odour, 
that Vine will produce Mufcadel for ten years and 
more, the which 1 have hand'ed at large in the Ve¬ 
getable work, and do mention it herein briefly upon 
this account; Becaufe that a Mineral Oil lies hid in 
the Earth in abundance, the which being incorpo¬ 
rated in Plants, but in Vines efpecially, pioduceth 
excellent Fruits, whereof bur a few Men have the 
knowledge. 

But now that I may yet demonfixate this more 
clearly to the unskilfull, and confequently incredu¬ 
lous, viz,, that there is a moft great fweetnefs in the 
Minerals, which mav here be extracted by diftillati- 
on and rectification with Spirit of Salt, 1 will inftance 
this example : ’Tis weil known to all Men that the 
Stone Coals which are in many places digged out of 
the Earth, doe (being burnt; emit an ungratefull 
Odour, and are hence ufually efteemed of as veno¬ 
mous ; but in thole places where they are plentifully 
digged, they are daily uled in coftion, nor doth any 
hurt arile therefrom : So that it muft needs be ac¬ 
knowledged, that they do not ftink of themfelves, 
but that the Fire onely is the caufe of the ftink, and 
that their innate fatnefs is of a favoury and fweet- 
fmelling nature, yea lo lweet as any Vegetable, as I 
can ealily evidence. You have an Example in Roles, 
or any other Vegetable , which if diftilled by a Re¬ 
tort, lofeth its fweet odour, and puts on a fmell of 
burning too: What hinders from being fo in Mine¬ 
rals, as in Pit-Coals, and the like ? I grant indeed, 
that if enough Oil would come over out of the Ve¬ 
getables by an hot Still, there would be no need of 
this diftilling by a Retort, and rectifying by Spirit 
of Salt, becaule it requires a great deal of labour ; 
but foralmuch as there doth not diftill enough over, 
’twill behove us to acquiefce in this method. Nor fear 
I to affirm, that if it were poflible to diftill an Oil 
out of fucli Coals by a hot Still, it would give place 
to no Aromatical Oil whatlbever in the fweetnefs of 
the finell. From whence, I pray, Ihould lo many 
kinds of Herbs draw fuch various Odours and Sa¬ 
vours, were there not lying hid in the Earth an Uni- 
verfal Sulphur or Balfam ? 

Bur to put an end to this difeourfe, and that I may 
fhew that the Pit Coals do contain in them an Oil 
or prerious and wholfome Balfam, no whit inferiour 
as to its Vertues to any of the moft pretious Oils or 
Balfams brought us out of the Indies obferve but 
this procefs. 

Fill a Retort with Coals, and diftill a black Oil, 
the which feparate from the Acid-water that came 
over the Helm with it, and reCtifie it by Spirit of Salt, 
and fb there will firft of all come the clear and pure 
Oil, then a yellow Oil, not fo fweet as the former, 
and the thick and black Oil remains behind, and 
ferves for to be mixt with Emplaifters; for ’tis a 
wonderfull healer, by reafon of its innate ficcity; 
now the yellow Oil may be yet-farther rectified once 
more by Spirit of Salt, that it may become pure, 
white, and fair : But if you are yet farther minded 
to make a difference betwixt thefe pure Oils, and 
will again reCtifie them with new Spirit, then fhall 
you take the moft pure part by it (elf, which as to 
heat, fubtilty, and fweetnefs, is fully equal to the 


tributed to the Oil of Peter. Nor is there any fear 
at all of thefe Oils being Arfenical, for the Spirit of 
Salt hath took off all the Arfenick in the rectification, 
and if you pleafe you may life the Oil which comes 
next after the moft fubtile Oil in mixing it with Bal¬ 
fams, or it may be fafely ufed by it felf, either in¬ 
wardly or outwardly, and ’twill perform wonder- 
full things, and fuch as exceed belief, forafmuc’n as 
in Pit-Coals lierh a moft great Balfamick vertue ; If 
the depurated Sulphur which we fpake of afore be 
dillblved with this Oil, and reduced into a Balfam, 
thou fhalc have a Medicament, which may defer- 
vedly be ftyled an Univerfal terreftrial Mineral Bal¬ 
fam, and doth both as to inward and outward ufes 
far exceed all other Balfams: And therefore 'tis in 
my mind to prepare this Balfam in great quantity, 
for the benefit of Mankind : The moft notable Ver¬ 
mes thereof fhould I deferibe, the very defeription 
would amount to a particular Treadle, but that be¬ 
longs not to this place, bur it fufficeth me to have 
at this time explained the manner of the preparation. 
I may haply (if God pleafb) more largely teach- 
concerning its Vertues, another time, as likewifa 
the Vertues of the reft of my Medicines. 


And thus will I put an end to the Third Part of 
my Phnrtnaco-paa Sfagjnca, in which I have ( in my 
opinion) mentioned liifficient enough ; and although 
it be but a fmall Book to light, yet do great things 
lie hidden under it, which one amongft a thoufand 
will fcarcc comprehend. But that the well-minded 
Reader may underftand, what reality there is lies 
hidden in this Treatife, I will here teach by way of 
an Appendix one Procefs onely, whereby it fhall e- 
vidently appear how noble the Art ofPurging things 
by diftillation is. This operation is well enough 
known in the Vegetab'es and Animals, viz,, that al¬ 
ways from the thing you diftill, the purer part comes 
over firft, then the more vile part, but the unprofi¬ 
table earthinefs abides in the bottom with the fixed 
Salt. Now in Metals this Procefs is not fb well 
known, nor will it be fo foon made publick and 
common, nor indeed is it expedient, for this world 
is not worthy the knowledge thereof. But that I 
may fatisfic my promife, and (hew, that Metals may 
by diftillation be made Spirits, and purged in the 
higheft degree. I will make ufe of this following 
Example : ’Tis known to every one, that if any/ 
dry thing is to be diftilled by the fire, fome moifture 
muft be mingled therewithall, which may attraCl to 
it felf the grofs and heavy parr, as you may fee in 
the common diftillation of Herbs, to which Flerbs 
( when dry ) Water is added, with which their fa¬ 
vour and vertue diftilleth over : And to every dry 
thing there is rcquilite its proper humidity, which 
muft of neceffity have a Communion or Affinity 
with the dry, if it be to bring over the dry with ic 
felf. Now common Water is able to carry over (in 
diftilling) the odour and favour of Flerbs, yea and- 
of Salts, but not of hard Sulphureous or Mercurial 
Minerals, much lefs of the fixed Metals. But for- 
afmuch as Metals are Homogeneal, and cannot be 
purged by any force of Fire, nor feparated from the 
impure part, unlefs they be dilfolved by agreeable 
and convenient Menjirmms , and be rendered apt by 
diftillation, for always that which is brought into 
Flores doth (if reduced) yield fuch a Metallick- 
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body as it at firft came from. Thence arofe an opi¬ 
nion of an impoflibility of feparating the pure part 
from the impure. Indeed to the blockifh and un- 
skilfull all things feem impoilible, and therefore from 
them is not to be lookt tor any judging of good fe- 
crets. 

Bur to return to my ptirpofe, and thew that a 
Golden Eflence may be di hi lied and feparated out of 
the crude Metals by Difiillations, 1 will make ufe 
of a common Example. Difiblve in a Common Aq. 
Fortis , made the ufual way of Niter and Vitriol, one 
Ounce of pure Silver ; which being wholly dillolved 
and reduced into pure Water, pour out the Solution 
gently into another G'.afs, that to if haply any Gold 
were mi.vt with your Sifter it might flay behind, and 
not be diffolved, or mixed together, left the Experi¬ 
ment prove fallacious. Then fome common Salt is 
to be dillolved in common Water, the Salt to be in 
weight equal to your Silver ; and this Water is to 
be added to the diflolved Silver, aud to be fb long 
poured out of oneGlafs into anothenuntill ic be well 
mixr, then let it fettle, and let the pure Water be 
poured off, and a white Powder of the Silver will 
remain, which is again to be macerated with pure 
Water levcral times, untill the Calx of the Silveilbe 
freed from all Saltnels and Corrofivity ; Then dry 
it, and you fhall have a white and tender Powder, 
and very fufile, fo that it will melt even with the 
flame of a Candle, and is not unlike to a Mercury , 
but may well be called the Mercury of Lime , but the 
Chvmifts ufually call it the horned Moon, for being 
molten it refcmbles the fhape of an Horn, and with 
this may be wonderful! things eftetted both in Medi¬ 
cine and Alchymy ; but belongs not to this place to 
fpeak of, and therefore are to be but juft hinted. 
And like as we have fpoken of Lune, fo likewife mull 
we proceed with Saturn ; and he will alfo yield you 
a white Volatile and fufile Powder, as eafily melting, 
yea eafier than the Mercury of Silver, and is defer- 
vedly called the Mercury of Saturn. Thefe two are 
willingly allocated to a third, -viz,, to Common Mer¬ 
cury, and do fix him , and fb is that Axiome of the 
Philofophers fulfilled, Nature rejoyceth with Nature, 
Nature overcomes Nature, Nature retains Nature. 
Farther, thefe Mercuries do admit of diftillation and 
a feparation of the pure part from the impure, no 
otherwife than as doth a Vegetable. But the way 
of doing this is not to be fb haftily written, I fpent 
a whole year in fearehing after it, till I found it, and 
fo let another feek ; and if God grants it him, he may 
enjoy it; And if God vouchfafeth him fb much,he will 
alfo give him the knowledge how to ufe it: If the 
Mercury, which in it felf is white, volatile and fufile, 
is rendered more white by diftillation ; ’tis alfo a ne- 
ceffary confequence that it will become likewife more 
volatile, more fufile, and more pure: but of this 
enough. 

But to come yet nearer to the matter, and to 
{hew that Metals may be .fo feparated by diftillation 
as to become golden, take this Example : Take two 
Ounces of the aforefaid horny Lime, and reduce it 
into Corporeal or pliable Silver, and feparate it by a 
Cupel, for then thou art allured that no other thing 
is in it but Silver : Dillolve this Cupellated Silver 
again in common Aq. Fortis, and it will leave a good 
part of Golden Calx. Now it may be demanded, 
whence comes this Golden Calx >. Comes it from 
the Silver, or the Aq. Fortis, or from the Sale-water, 
all which three were in ufe in the precipitation ? I 
anfwer, that the Spirit of Niter brought over with 


it felf, in the diftiriation, a certain Go'dt'.aifhnefs from 
the Iron and Copper which were in the Vitriol, and 
that in the form of a Spirit, and aliumed its Body 
from the Lime. Now it anv other Bodv concludes 
it to be otherwife, viz,, that the aforefaid Gold 
comes from the Lune onely, and not irom the Aq. 
Fortis , I do but ask him this Query, Why the very 
fame fort of Silver, being diffolved and precipitated 
out of the Aq. Fortis with Salt of Tartar, or by Cop¬ 
per Plates, be nor equally as golden as this is which 
is precipitated with Salt water > Lm fome may yet 
urge farther, that this Gold proceeds onely from the 
Salt with which the Silver is precipitated, and nor 
from the Aq. Fortis or Silver, bccaufe the Silver being 
diffolved in Aq. Fortis, and prccipared with Brals 
Plates, or the Liquor of Salt of Tartar, yields no 
Gold ; but that onely gives Gold which is piecipi- 
tated with Salt-water. To anfwer this Objeiftion, 
and clearly to demonftrate that this Gold owes its 
Original to them both, viz,, the Tincture to the 
Aq. Fortis, but the Body to the Silver, and not to 
the common Salt, ( for though there lies hidden in 
all common Salt a certain Golden power, which 
may be thence drawn by A.rt, yet that is not to 
be done this kind of way, but by anorher, which 
we mention in our Book called" the Cyfelation of 
Sailcurs ) I do certainly know, that this Gold pro¬ 
ceeding from the precipitated Silver, doth arife from 
the Vitriol and Silver onely, and not from the Salt: 
And this may be clearly obferved thus; If you add 
to the Vitriol and Niter a Verdigreafe prepared 
with Sulphur and Salt, the Aq. Fortis will be twice 
more Golden than if ? twcre made of onely Vitriol; 
the reafon is this, becaufe the Iron and the Copper 
are fixed in the Vitriol, and do not eafily yield Gold ; 
but if the Copper be firft reduced with Salt and 
Sulphur into a Volatile Calx, and be added to the 
Vitriol and Niter, then is this kind of Labour done 
to profit, elfe not: This which I write is onely to 
demonftrate the poflibility. And fhould you add to 
the Vitriol and Niter, or "to Allum and Niter, other 
Species containing Volatile Gold, as Calaminaris , 
Zinck , and fuch like, the Water will be rendered 
fo much the more Golden : But if you add to the 
Niter and Vitriol fuch Species as contain in them 
Volatile Silver, fuch as are Cobolt, Biftnuth, Arfenick, 
then the Aq. Fortis is rendered more Silvery, and 
makes part of the Copper in the Solution purely 
Silvery, like as the Goldcnifh water when 'tis in the 
Solution makes part of the Silver Golden. By which 
it is demon ft rated, that crude Metals are depurated 
by diftillation, and may be made Volatile, and that 
by that means of Solution, Corporal Gold and Sil¬ 
ver may be precipitated out of the Metals, according 
as the Diffolvent is prepared out of Golden or Silve¬ 
ry Subjefts. 

This Example I account fuflicienr to evidence, 
that the crude Metals may be purged by Diftillation 
fb as to become golden. If rhen it be fo with rhe 
crude and impure Metals, what then may be done 
with the pure ones if they be made bv Diftillation, 
yee more pure ; without all queftion a moft excel¬ 
lent medicine might be from thence prepared, and 
far to be preferred toGold or Silver. This dilcourfe do 
I here make ufe of co the intent that it may be fecn 
that even fixt metals being after a due manner open¬ 
ed and made volatile, are capable of fending out 
their beft part, and of being leparared by Diftillati¬ 
on from the more crude part. But this Treatife ap¬ 
pertains not to Alchymy but to Medicine, and yet I 
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thought good to induce this argument, viz,, (that 
out of crude Vitriol, may a volatile Gold be drawn 
by Diftillation and be incorporated with Gold and 
Silver) to this end that all men might know of a 
certainty, how much good may be done in metals 
bv Diftillation, and what a pure fubthnee may be 
thence drawn. Nor doth liaf.l Valentine that Ger¬ 
man Philofophcr, doubt exprefly to write that the 
Philofophers Stone is full as eaiie, yea eader to be 
prepared out of Vitriol than God. It therefore the 
higheft uuiverfal medicine both for man and metals 
may be prepared out of common Vitriol, why may 
not the fame be poflible to be done out of the purer 
metals if thev were reduced into Vitriol, and fo as to 
admit of Diftillation, whereby the pure may befe- 
parated from the impure. 

If now the common Vitriol of Copper and Iron, 
do in Diftillation yield volatile Gold, why fhould 
not the Vitriol of Lime do it much more and yield 
it nobler, as being indeed the true and oncly metal- 
lick Vitriol of the Phi.ofbpbers, which Iiajilitts ap¬ 
points to be taken for his Work, and dorh trecly dc- 
ferve the name of* Vitriol. For if you would have 
common Vitriol tinge, you mu ft add Galls 


vour - „ . . 

thereto, but this Vitriol doth truely blacken all things 
without Gtd!s. But you mull not imagine that I 
do here intend fuch a Vitriol of Lime , as is by dilu¬ 
tion (in Acf. Forth reduced into a white Cry Hal, or 
fuch as is precipitated by the water of Salt out of 
the Solution (in Atj. Forth ) no fuch matter ? For 
this refembles not Vitriol, becaufe it may be again 
reduced (into Silver.) But the true Vitriol of the 
Philofophers is prepared out of Lime without Ay. 
Fortis or fuch likeCorrofives, and is not reduceable 
in the ftrongeft Fire, bur remains a Vitriol, tingeth 
the Tonge, is allringenr, and yields a golden Wa¬ 
ter, which diflolveth Gold and fixeth it therewith. 
Such a'Vitriol will we make ufe of in medicine and 
Alchymy, and leave the common Vitriol for the 
Dyers. The Ancients called their Salt Vitriol, on 
rhis account, becaufe that it did as to its external 
Figure refemble Vitriol, but though they fo called it, 
yet they took not the common Vitriol, which every 
wife man may be eafily perfwaded to believe. So 
then let the Lane be the Earth, Gold the Seed, and 
Mercury the (Water, but nor the common Mercury) 
with which it is to be watered, and let the reft be 
committed to God and Art Thus far have 1 decla¬ 
red to you my opinion,let every man follow his own. 
But thus is confirmed the ailertion of that excellent 
Philofopher Rajil Valent me, who affirms,that even out 
ofcommon Vitriol may be extracted a certain golden- 
ifiinefs; how much more credible then is it, that a 


Vitriol prepared out of the more pure metals may 
yield a better goldennefs. Every one may believe 
what l here write for 1 have oft times tried it,bur yet 
I have received more Gold fbmerimes than at other 
fome according as i ordered my proccfs, and redu¬ 
ced my precipitated Silver ; for you are to know, 
that fuch a kind of Silver as is precipitated out of 
Afj. Fortis , by the Water of Salt is wholly volatile, 
nor melreth it like to a Calx of Lime, but goes away 
partly in fume, and part is reduced into an horny 
Stone, and yet by a peculiar Diftillation doth all 
come over, but enough of this. Hereupon is Salt of 
Tartar to be added to this volatile Calx, left being 
molten it vanifheth away in fume, for Borax doth 
not prevent it. But it melteth better if it be help 
by that notable fluxing Powder, made of Niter, Tar- 
c'cr, and Sulphur, and it be kindled by a little Coal 
and burnt up, but then all the Silver doth not melt, 
but part of it goes away in fume. N. R. If you 
cacch rhis fume which is a thing eafily done, it re- 
fembles the form of a red Powder, and will abun¬ 
dantly recompencc your pains, nor may that faying 
of Paracel (its be unfitly applied hereunto, viz,, to 
corrupt is totally to perfett, becaufe rhefo Flores of 
Siker are not loft, btic arc of a greater price than 
the Silver was. He chat well knows this labour (for 
indeed experience is the bed mafter) will nor labour 
in vain. And if he learns nothing from this little 
here-taught, neither will he find out ought from a 
greater. For I have in thefe few words revealed 
much, yea haplv more than 1 ought to have done. 
All which we do in the firll and clnef'eft place attri¬ 
bute to God, next him to Niter, which renders Me¬ 
tals fo fluxible. From hence may the well minded 
Reader percievc that there is in Niter, not oncly a 
power to fix all volatile Minerals and Metals (of 
which 1 have treated in my fccond part of the Prof 
periry of Germany) but alfb of making them wholly 
volatile, fo that they may be diftilled and purged, 
as is fufficiently evident in the aforegoing example : 
Befides, there is another way of making Metals vola¬ 
tile,as well as by Niter,but fo as that they be not whol¬ 
ly diflolved, but arc by a moift: nitrous Fire reduced 
fo far as ro retain the form which they put upon 
themfelves in the laid moift Fire, and yet they be¬ 
come fo volatile, as to buffer themfelves to be wholly 
diftilled and fublimed, and will in the Proba give 
Gold, the which the gradatory Water hath made in 
them. But of thefe things more at large in the- 
fourth part of the Profperity of Germany .- Thus with 
what hath been faid, will I finifli the third part of 
my Pbarmacopxa Spagyrica. 


T he End of the Third Part. 
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THE 

FOURTH FART 

OF THE 


Spagyrical Pharmacopcea. 

Treating of the four principal Pillars of Medicine, vi%. 

Sulphur, Vitriol, Antimony, and Mercury, but chiefly of the great 
harmony between the Superiour Elementary Sun and Moon, and the 
Infenour and Terreftrial Gold and Silver,and the magnetick way of attrac¬ 
ting the Virtues of Sol and Lune by the Air , and of rendring them pal¬ 
pable and vifible. 


READER, 


A Fter that I bad intended to publifh in the Fourth Part of this my Spagyrical Pharma* 
copcea, fome [insular and excellent Medicines, and fuch as might much exceed all others, 
andfo muft confequently be prepared of choice and excellent fubjells and matters ; I ac- 

) counted it my task in the fir ft place to fbewyou out of what fibjecls fuch efficacious Medicines may be 
drawn and extracted', viz. out of Gold, Wine, and Antimony, as likewife out of Vitriol and Mer¬ 
cury, but not the vulgar Mercury. 

Now although moft Men are blinded with a thick darknefs, but principally thofe that profecute 
the truth with a deadly hatred, and do prate much, and by reafon of their blindnefs and ignorance 
do affirm, that Gold being a thick and compall body is not at all fit to admit of fuch a preparation 
as thereby to difplay its moft efficacious virtues in Mans Body : And as for Antimony and Mercu- 

I ry, that they are moft prefent Poifons, and cant ferve as Medicines without great danger ; but as 
for Wine, that it is indeed fit to be drunk, but is of no validity in Medicine, not knowing how to 
imploy it about any Medicinal ufe, but are rather ready and skilfull Artifts at /wallowing it down 
in full draughts ; however though they thus chat yet thefe objeflions are frivolous, and do proceed 
from their ignorance which is ivrapped about with moft thick Clouds, and which I refute by this 
brief and ftrong Reply. But 1 do not at all deny, that Gold reduced even to the fmalleft Powder, 
and fo made ufe of f as twas wont of old to be by the Ancient, yea and latter Galenifts, and is 
even too at this day) by mixing it with fuch Medicines as are for the comforting and ftrenqthning 
the Heart and Vitals of Men, cannot contribute fo much as the leaft Iota to the health and pre- 
fervation of the body of Man : And fo I fay of Antimony and Mercury, that they are not at all 
falutiferous to Mans Body, but contrariwife are deadly and deftruclive Medicaments, untill {by a 
due preparation ) they are deprived of all their Venenoftty , and thereby rendred fit to be fafely 
made ufe of. So Wine it felf being taken per fe as it is, is a reftoring and refrefhing Drink for 
Man, provided it be moderately ujed ,• But contrarily is a caufer of many Difeafes if it be fre¬ 
quently and in large quantities fivallowed in, and doth operate in Mans Body more hurt than good, 
this daily experience doth fufficiently teftifie, and renders it evident , that beingfo immoderately 
taken, it fills all the Members of the whole Body with Tartar, and makes obftrutlions and ftirs 
up intolerable Pains, and principally in the Bladder, Reins, and other parts of the Body, viz. 
if coagulated in the Hands, Knees, and Feet, whereupon it doth not eaftly fujfer it Jelf to be 
exterminated, unlefs by fuch Artifts as well know the properties and nature of Tartar, but of fuch 
Men there is at this day a great fcarcity, and therefore that proverbial Verfe ftill takes place. 
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The Art of Phyfick can’t root out 
(Thy dire Difeale) the Knotty Gout, 
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~But he who is fo well skilled as to feparate the fen, penetrative , wholfome, and true Medi¬ 
cinal Spirit of Wine ; Tea its true Balfam from its Pieces, he milleafly expel out of the Body of 
Man all tartarous impurities and defilements , and will perform things wonder full in the Stone 
and Gout. But now for afmuch as the educing fo wholfome a Medicine out of grofs crude Tartar 
is known hut to a very few, no wonder that there hath keen fo little or rather nothing at all perfor¬ 
med by Phyficians in fuch like mofl grievous tartarous Difeafes that have gotten deep rooting in 
the Body of Man. But the way how you may be rendred Poffeffors of fuch a Spirit of Wine fhall be 
fpoken of afterwards. Tet / would not that any one Jhonld perfwade himfelf that my meaning and 
intention in ftiis place is about the common Spirit of Wine , or either that which is gotten out of 
Tartar by the ufual known way of Difiillation. No, there's a vaft difference betwixt that Spirit 
which I here make mention of and the other. For in this Spirit the crude Tartar isfirft to be 
wafhed by common Water from all its Defilements, and that without the addition of any other 
things, foas to fhine like Snow, then to be afterwards made black by put refill ion, and out of that 
blacknefs the faid Balfam is to be drawn off, of which we fhall hereafter make a more ample Declara¬ 
tion. This now is that Spirit which doth Anatomically refolve the compatled Body, of Gold, and 
converteth the venemoufnefs of Antimony into a wholfome Medicine,and doth perform things wonderfull 
in all tartarous Difeafes. ’Tis the true Wine of Health, and the very Aq. Vine of the Philc- 
fophers, and hath a great familiarity with Gold and Alan, and may be excellently compared with the 
coagulated folar beams. 

Therefore as it is evidently known to every body, that Gold and Wine are advanced on to ma¬ 
turity, by the heat of the Sun, and that Men do notably love and defire both of them. So may 
any one conjetture what Gold and Wine would do if a Man could but have them reduced to a fpi- 
ritual effence. Hence now it feems neceffary unto me, that before 1 pafs on to the preparation of 
the faid Medicine, I do in a few words defcribe the harmonial love that is between the fuperiour 
and inferiour Sun and Man, that fo it may appear, what a bond or tie of love and neceffity there 
is betwixt thefe three mofl noble Creatures of God, to one another. 


C H A P. I. 

Of the Harmony and Agreeablenefs between the Superior 
Elementary, and Inferiour Earthly Sun, with Him 
* and Man. 

I S well known even to theblind Bayards and 
JL Barbars, that the Sun in the heavenly Firma¬ 
ment, is the moft noble and moft eminent Creature 
God made. For it is that oncly light which makes 
all the Stars partakers of its Splendour, Light and 
Brightnefs. Tis alio the onely Fountain and as it 
were Father of all the Creatures, becaufe if they are 
deprived of ir, they are in the dark and die : Nay 
even man himfelf cannot live without the help of the 
Sun, and all things would periffi, fhould the Sun be 
but one moment withdrawn from them. For all 
things that are do receive their Life and Augmentati 
on from the Sun ; and he was ( according to Mofes 
his Dodrine ) the firft and chiefcft that did proceed 
forth by God's creating, and will doubtlefs be the 
laft when all things fhall be difl'olved, and pafs into a 
better State at the final Deftrudion of this worldly 
Fabrick. The Sun fupplies the place of a heart in 
the wonderfull Strudure of the Macrocofm: And in 
like manner the heart it felf in man’s Body is aptly 
compared to the Sun, as being the firft liver, and laft 
dier in the humane Fabrick; and this is known to 
every body. And therefore amongft all the Crea¬ 
tures indued with life and motion, man doth in no¬ 
bility and magnificence excel them all, as having 
gotten his body from the earth, his Spirit and Life 
from theSun, and his Soul from God. 

But as to the infenfiblc Creatures the higheft De¬ 
gree of Noblends is attributed unto Gold, the which 


is likewife generated by the Sun. Thefe three ad¬ 
mirable Creatures, w the Sun, Man, and Gold 
arc coupled with a bond of wonderfull Neceffity and 
Friendfhip, and are conjoined by the inftindtof Na¬ 
ture her felf. Men do defire the Light of the Sun, 
as alfo its heat in a dark and cold Seafbn, for thence- 
from proceeds all life, and all the encreafe of life, 
becaufe the Suns beams do perform the office of the 
umverfal Spirit, and Life in the Confervation of the 
Life of Man. But now as touching Gold, men do 
partake of that in a particular way onely, and one 
man is ufually ftored with a bigger Portion, another 
with a lefier, not by the infiinft of nature, for fhe 
beftoweth it on us onely for our ufe, but by reafon 
of the abufive malice, avarice and the unfatiable 
Covetoufitefs of men; but yet this way is not the 
right manner of loving Gold, nor genuine, but falfe 
and oft times very hazardous. We fhould rather 
love it becaufe of its wonderfull Vertues which ic 
poffelTcth, hidden in its body, and may afford a moll 
notable Comfort to man’s ficknefs and infirmities. 
Verily the Ancient Philofbphers were not ignoranc 
of the incredible Vertues, which the Gold hides in 
it felf, it being truely no other thing than a body 
confiftingand compaded of the coagulated and fixed 
Beams of the Sun, and this was well known tothofe 
men who were moft skilfull in the nature of all 
things. Seeing then that the Sun’s beams being as 
yet unfixed can beftow on all things life and en¬ 
creafe, why may not the fame be accomplifhed by 
them when fixed, and made conlfant, if fo be they 
be rendred fpiritual, and thereby be capable of dif- 
playing their Vertues in a vifible and palpable effi¬ 
cacy, which thing they could not do if they retain 
their corporal Coagulation, nor can difplay their 
occult Vertues. 

Many 
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Many men have induftrioufly attempted with 
great Labour, artificially to open Gold, and to re¬ 
duce it to a fpiritual Nature, and to render it living 
and efficacious, but few there have been that have 
been Mailers of their*defires, but fuch as at length 
had thereto attained, did perform things wonderfull 
in the ficknefles of mankind, and this iswitnefted by 
nianv moll true Hiftories, as for inftance, by the 
Tmba of the Philolophers, and by the Theatrum 
Cb)nr.cum The which Books do indeed deferibe 
fuch a notable fccret, but fo obfcurely and intricately, 
as that no body can therefrom learn its preparation, 
unlefs God reveals it to them, or it be manifefted 
by fume good friend or other that knows the Art. 
’Tis no wonder that amongft many thoufands of 
Searchers, fo very few do arrive to the knowledge 
of the fame. For God hath barred up thisfogreat 
a fecret with fuch firm bolts, that all wicked and 
malicious men are eafily excluded from the know¬ 
ledge of finding it out Verily l muft needs fay 
( but I boafi: not of it ) that 1 fee by what means 
thole bonds are to be loofed, and that precious Pearl 
may by removal of thofe bolts be taken forth *But 
yet I profefs not my felf to be a perfect and abfolutc 
Mailer, and fuch an one as perfe&ly knows its 
preparation, and would make it publick by deferi 
bing it. No I the Crumbs ferves my turn, and the 
Fragments of the Bread, with which hunger may be 
allayed as well as with the Bread it felf 

1 have I confefs rafted fomewharof the Crumbs 
of what pertains to fo worthy a Medicament, and 
with what great Vertues they abound. And fuch 
things as my experience have adminiftred unto me 
I have here purpofed to reveal them, for the com¬ 
fort and fake of my Neighbour, as far as the time 
and occafion will permit; bur yet with this Salvo, 
that 1 caft not Pearl before Swine, and fo incur the 
Philofophers Curfe. To whomfoever the things 
tharl fpeak fhall be more obfeure, let him wreflle 
earneflly by h.sPrayers to God for light, and refrain 
from troubling me with multiplicity of entreaties, for 
1 have firmly refolved with my felf not to reveal for 
the time to come more than what 1 have opened in 
the prefent defeription. 

CHAP. II. 

Of Gold, mid the Camparifen betwixt it when living, 
and when dead. 

I T is fo weil known as that nothing can be more 
known, that Gold being fo compact and corpo¬ 
real and without any opening, doth not when uled 
inwardly' to man's Body emir any Vertues at all. I 
will inftance in one Example of Mercury; This be¬ 
ing living and unbroken and undiflolved, doth not, 
though ufed inwardly in a great weight, bring any 
hurt, but pafleth out again as 'twas before taken in 
without any alteration of the Body. But if it be 
fublimcd with Salt, or (hall be diflolved by fomc 
other corrofive Water, and be adminiltred to a man 
to drink the quantity of i, a, or ; Grains it will 
(hrewdly hazard his Life, becaufe the Salts have 
made its hidden lurking Poyfbn manifeft. Thus 
Bands the cafe with Gold, which cannot fhew forth 
its hidden force and vertues as long as it remains 
bound and tied with the fettersof its own compaction, 
but (on the other hand) difplays them, alloon as 
ever it fhall be releafed from its bonds, be vivified by 
Salts, and rendred efficacious. You fee in a black 


Coal, whiles it is not fireJ, there is not any heat at 
all perceived, but being kind’ed, and being by the 
Air rendred living, it difeovers the fire and heat 
being therein hidden, the which you may likewife 
conJider of concerning Gold. 

CHAP. III. 

Of the Preparation of Gold, and its Dijfluticn into mo ft 
tender Atoms apt for uivifcation and prof table ap~ 
plication to A ledicina! ufe, 

G OLD doth not by any way more eafily admit 
of being turned into moft tender and moft fub¬ 
til Attomes than by this following 
Diflblve pure Gold in Atj Regia, and being dif- 
fiolycd .pour thereto as much of the Water of Tartar 
as is lulficient: So the clear Gold, and ciothed too 
with a golden Colour, will precipitate it felf to the 
bottom of the VefleJ, nor will it be adarkifh Powder, 
as 'tisvvont to be if precipitated by Lixiviums or by 
the Spirit of Uiine: But it is light and tender, and 
fhews in brighmefs like little golden Stars, yea be¬ 
comes fo very tender and fubtil, that it fwims as 
twere in the Water and fettles to the bottom excee¬ 
ding leafiirely, and is thereby fo much worthier 
than all other Calxes of Gold how fubtil Ibever they 
be,that they may bcaccompted of ( if compared with 
this) butonely as a grofs Earth; whereas thc-fe ffii- 
ning golden little Stars are made fo tender and (o 
fubtil, as that they may eafily dilcovcr and demon- 
ftrutc their Vertues in medicinal ufe very notably, 
by the help of other things, and by being diffolved 
fundry ways. 

CHAP. IV. 

By what means this mofi pure Calx of Gold is to be 
farther opened, whereby it may be inverted, made 
'volatile, and rendred l:ke to a Vegetable. 

T HI S tender Sol or Calx may be brought to fuch 
a pals, without any corrofive in i_j. hours (pace, 
as that it fhall not remain a fixed metalline Body, bue 
become wholly volati’e as it was at its beginning. 
Now this is etFcfted by the help of the Salt of 
Nature onelv, which is to be found every where, 
and may be gotten by the poor as well as by the 
rich. Yea foeafie as that it is fcarce credible, ffiould 
it be manifefied openly and clearly, and which thofe 
Brethren of ignorance and proud Court like Flatte¬ 
rers would entertain with fcorn and derifion, and 
accompt the truth it felf to be a lie, as hath been 
oft times done hitherto. Tis better therefore to pafs 
over fuch things in (Hence, than by benefiting others 
to injure ones felf. For luch Arcana’s are to be 
wrapt up in filcnce, and not to be caft before fuch 
Hogs. But yet to the Adept fhall be revealed fuch 
things in the end of this writing or treatife, as they 
have been hitherto ignorant of 

C H A P. V. 

Qua’ry, Whether or no thefemojl fubtil Sterns of Gold are 
capable of performing any thing in Medicine, and of 
displaying their hidden Vertues like Vegetables, with¬ 
out any other unlocking of them. 

F O R anfwer, I fay no. For the Stomach is too 
weak to dillolve and get thence that efficacy as it 

doth 
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doth from Vegetables, though it be thus reduced 
in a moil tender and fubtile fubftance. In vain 
therefore is it adminiftred to the Tick, becaufe it paf- 
feth out again with the Excrements fb as ’twas taken 
in, and that without any remarkable efficacy. 


€> 


CHAP. VI. 


Qu.'ery, Whether or no the Stomach may not be fo help'd 
as that It may be able to dijfolve and confitme Gold 
as well as Iron and Copper. 

F O R anfwer I fay, yes. And forafmuch as the 
moft thin filings of Iron and Copper, being gi¬ 
ven any one to drink, arc digefted and confumed 
by the natural acidity of the Stomach, or are by 
difiblution there turned into Vitriol, which (laid Vi 
triol) doth vehemently ftir up the Body by Vomit, 
and by Stool ( according to the quantity of the ex 
hibited Metals) and killeth the Worms both in old 
and young folks, and cafteth them forth, and co- 
loureth the very Excrements as black as a Coal : 
hereby evidently demonllrating, that being difiolved 
and confumed by the Stomach, it hath brought out, 
together with it felf, the flain Worms; Any body 
may eafily conjecture that the Acidity of the Sto¬ 
mach was Efficiently ftrong to let upon the two a- 
forefaid Metals, being of a Salt nature, and of an 
eafie Solution, and to reduce them fo far as to caufe 
them to difplay their hidden Vertues. But now the 
Stomach is not endued with fo ftrong an Acidity, as 
to be able to fot upon and dilfolve Gold and Silver, 
being Metals as ’twere void of Salt, and admitting 
no Solution there. Hereupon it ufually happens, 
that they being ufed inwardly in Medicine, do come 
away with the Excrements in fuch form as they were 
adminiftred in. Thence do the unskilful! conclude 
( but falfly) that there are no Vertues in Gold and 
Silver, becaufe that being brought into a moft fubtile 
Powder, and adminiftred to the fick, they are not- 
withftanding deftitute of any kind of Vertues. The 
reafon why they do not operate at all is, becaufe the 
Acidity of the Stomach is not fufficient enough to 
work upon them, and to ftir them up to operation. 
But being difiolved by Acid Spirits, w. the Gold by 
Spirit of Salt, and the Silver by Spirit of Niter, they 
doe evidently {hew their Vertues in Medicine, being 
inwardly taken, and do purge the Body nolefs than 
Copper and Iron doe, and do withall colour the 
Excrements black, and kill the Worms both in old 
and young: Neither indeed will any find a more 
prefent remedy for killing the Worms, which do oft- 
times deftroy many Infants and Children deftitute 
of any kind of help, than the Vitriol of Gold and 
Silver, about which ffiall be written a peculiar 
Chapter anon. 

But forafomch as the difiolved Metals, but efpe- 
cially Gold and Silver, do by their ungratefull fa¬ 
vour offend the Palate, and dye the Tongue and 
Lips of a black Colour ; Men do abhor to ufe them, 
although they might be very helpfull in Medicine : 
But however thefo difoommodities may be preven¬ 
ted, by rendring the (aid Metals acceptable to the 
Palate, and fo ordering them as that they (hall no 
more Colour the Lips, but evidently (hew forth 
their Vertues, and perform great matters in Medi¬ 
cine. This now may be done divers ways, fome 
’whereof fhall be here defcribed and declared. 


C H A P. VII. 

By what means Gold may be brought to fuch a pafs as 
that (being inwardly made ufe of in Medicine) it 
may difplay its ‘virtues and be fibred up to operation 
by a guides (or leading Card as ’twere) added there¬ 
unto. 

G OLD being reduced by the way now fpoken 
of into moft tender ( Atoms, may be ftirred 
up divers ways, fo as that being inwardly adminif 
tred, it may manifeft its virtues and that notably and 
efficacioufiy. 

As firft when fuch Salts are thereunto added as 
do corroborate the Stomach, and augment its acidi¬ 
ty, fo as to make it ftrong enough to work upon the 
tender Gold and difl’olve it, and to turn it into Vi¬ 
triol in the Stomach, in which cafe my Sal Mirabi- 
lis is very excellent, but yet other Salts are not to be 
defpifed, to each of which I give the honour due 
unt6 them. 

Then farther, the fame may be done when fuch 
Mineral Species are added to the faid Golden Calx 
as do by their natural propriety expell by Sweat and 
Urine : For a Mineral Medicine, as foon as ever it 
begins its operation in the Body, whether by Sweat 
or by expulfion by Urine, doth alfo ftir up the Gold 
to operate, fo that it works too after the fame man¬ 
ner as the Medicament adjoyned to it is wont to ope¬ 
rate, juft as ’tis ufually wont to be in fome kind of 
Fraternity or Confortfhip ; If one begins to fing, to 
dance, to be enamoured with a Virgin, to brawl, or 
to play, he prefently ftirs up others to do the fame, 
who would otherwife have abode {fill. Now as to 
the Minerals, amongft the many inciters there. An¬ 
timony obtaineth the firft place, and doth ftir up to 
operate with himfolf any fuch things as are thereun¬ 
to adjoined, whether they be Gold or Silver, yea 
though they be dead. And fo a Mineral being pur¬ 
gative, or Diuretick, being mixt with Gold, doth per¬ 
form its operation much more fafely and efficacioufly 
than if it were alone and ufed per (e, inwardly, with¬ 
out any addition of Gold thereunto. For the ten¬ 
der Gold is ftirred up and driven as : twere to Co¬ 
operate together with the operation of the Mineral 
Medicament, which otherwife, and without fuch an 
impullion and incitement would have remained as 
dead, and void of any kind of operation, and fo 
pafled forth together with the Excrements. 


CHAP. VIII. 

A better way of making Gold and Stiver living and 
efficacious. 

G OLD and Silver may be made living and effi¬ 
cacious after another and better way and man¬ 
ner, thus. If they be difiolved in fuitable Waters, 
and made Spiritual, and fo ufed in Medicine, for 
they are by this means fitted to operate and difplay 
their Vertues after their manner, and according to 
their preparation. 

The manner of making fiich well opened and un¬ 
locked Golden Water, I taught fome years fince, and 
publifhed it under the title of Aurum Potabile. For 
I then knew a way of reducing Gold into a white 
Water by fome certain Medicinal Salts, and have it 

now 
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now by me at all times, as being better and far more 
excellent than that former Aurum Potabile , and may 
fupply the place of an Univcrfal Medicine ; and that 
on this account, bccaule it doth operate univerfally 
in all curable dileafes, and doth wirhall cxccll all the 
other Medicaments that 1 know of in its whollbmo 
operation, for it doth by little and little expell every 
obnoxious thing out of the whole body. 1 confels 
that the fame things are performed bv my Golden 
Pavacaa, or my Purging Gold, and Diaphoretic!; 
Gold, but in lome cales I prefer this white Aurum 
Potabile of mine, as l now prepare it, before them, 
for it hath an invifible and contrary or different ope 
ration from my Purging Gold, or Golden Panac/ea, 
which do, for the molt part, work vifibly. And 
whereas I have formerly divulged thole Medicaments 
in my Treadles, I will omit their luperHuous delcrip 
tion here, and onely add thus much. That thele 
dire'e Medicaments of mine, w; the Golden Pana- 
can, my Diaphoretick Gold, and my white Aurum 
Potabile are lb abundantly lufficient both for the pre 
ferving from, and curing of all dileafes, that whom¬ 
ever will onely ule them, need not at all any other 
Medicaments. 

. But foralinuch as Men are delighted with variety, 
and that lometimes fuch or fuch a coloured Medi 
cine, or fuch an Odour or Savour is far more accep¬ 
table, 1 have judged it worth whi’e to add for the 
fcke of the lick yet two or three exce’lent Medicines 
more, and fuch, as to the belt of my knowledge, 
were as yet never divulged. ’Tis at every ones li 
berty to make ufe of fuch an one as bell likes him, 
or now and then to try this Medicine or that, anc! 
fo to make ufe of that which bell pleafeth him. 

. The incomparable Paracelfns , the Monarch of Phi 
lolophers and Phyficians, fuppofed, that thefe four 
Minerals, Viz,. Sulphur, Mercury, Antimony, and Pi- 
trtol , did prop up the whole Medicinal Art, like fo 
many Capital Pillars, and that by them mought all 
things be prepared, as were neceflarily requilite (or 
any kind of cure. And indeed the thing it lelf ( or 
the etfeT ) lufficiently proves the truth of this opi¬ 
nion, and lb doe thofc four Minerals themfelves too, 
if. they be but differed, purged, and prepared accor 
ding to Art, elfe they are of no worth, but doc more 
hurt titan good, bccaule if they be not ducly prepa 
red, they are not deprived of their Venenofitv, and 
are not turned into wholfome Medicines. But as lor 
fuch as arc let to lale in our days in the Apotheca¬ 
ries fhops, they are verily but of fmall moment For 
the Antimony which ( being turned intoGlals) they 
fell, hath never as yec admitted of any leparation of 
the good from the evil. 

• And as for Mercury, they turn him into a Sublimate, 
abounding with Venom, and likewife into a red Pre 
cipitate, both of which arc fufficiently hazardous 
both in external and internal Medicinal ules; For 
the vulgar Mercury never defifteth from his malice, 
unlefs it be exalted by a fafer and better preparation. 
It is fufficienr (to lay ) that being prepared after the 
aforefeid ufual ways, it ought to be wholly Ihunned, 
and fo it will not create any danger. 

«„ As for Common Sulphur, although it be exalted 
into Flores, and thole exceeding iubtile too, luch as 
are at this day in ule, vet Ihews it no wonderful! 
matters; for there is not as yet made any leparation 
of the pure pair from the impure, neither is it tho¬ 
roughly opened by Sublimation, or rendered fubtile 
or lit, to operate upon the Body of Man; for as it 
was taken in, fo it pafleth out with the Excrements: 
I 
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For the Acidity of the Stomach cannot dillblveic; 
fb far is it from yielding to the Stomach any effi¬ 
cacy, for a ftrong At. Form cannot dillolvc it. 

As for Vitriol, it yields the Workmen an auftcrc 
or (out Oil, and a lharp Spirit, little availing to 
Medicinal ules, this onely excepted, viz,, the mixing 
it with cooling Syrups and Conlerves, give? them a 
grarefull ib.wriflmels ; the which Spirit of Salt well 
reflihed, would perform much Letter. Hence ic 
comes to pais, that thefe four Minerals, according 
as they are at this day ufed, and (eld by the Apothe¬ 
caries, cannot be accounted for the four Pillars of 
the who'e Body of Medicine, and poffels that title, 
which Paracelfns exalted) them by, unlels they are 
prepared after another manner than they have hi¬ 
therto been 

As for Sulphur, I bring ic to the higheft purity 
by a due wa thing, and do by liiitable and proper 
Salts rum the lame, together with Gold, into a clear 
water, that fb our Nature may alfuinc it to it lelf, as 
is to be Icon in my Aurum Potabile. 

1 draw from Antimony its purer parr, and I im¬ 
plant it in exceeding!v well prepared Gold, that it 
may make the Gold efficacious, wicnels my Purging 
Gold. 

Inftead of the common Fit rid, I ule the Vitriol 
made of Gold, the which is wont to perform fuch 
etFcifls in Medicine as tl e common Vitriol never will, 
as (hall be taught by and by. 

Indead of rhe common and poylbnous Mercury, 
1 make ufe of a Mercury prepared out of a good Me¬ 
tal, or artificially extracted by a certain Magnet from 
the beams of Sol and Lime, as fiiall be taught anon. 
And chis Mercury is rightly cal’cd the Univerlal Mer- 
rury of the Phiiolophcrs, bccaule being as yet an in- 
viliblc thing, is extracted out of rhe Air, and made 
vifible and palpable, and is the elfedor of wonder- 
lull things in Medicine and Alchymy, as we (hall 
hear anon. 

But before I proceed to Vitriol and Mercury, l 
count it'fir, firft to let down a good Medicine prepa¬ 
red out of Silver by the help of Antimony, that lo 
every body may know, that even Gold and Silver 
(how thick and compact loever they.be) may, by 
the addition of other Medicinal Subjelfts, be quick- 
ned and ftiried tip, and be brought to fuch a pals as 
to emit their Vertues, as wc have afore mentioned 
more at large The preparation of this Medicine 
out of Silver and Antimony is as lollowech. 


C I I A P. IX. 

The manner of preparing a good Medicament out of 
Silver and Antimony. ■ 

TN the fir ft place prepare out of the Mineral or 
L Oar of Antimony an Accttim by difrillation, ac¬ 
cording to Art: Then take one part of the belt An¬ 
timony, and two parts'ofrhe Calx cf Silver ; which 
being well walheu, mix it with the .Antimony, by 
grinding them very well together, that thev may be 
changed into a grayifh or fomewhac a b'uckilh Pow¬ 
der. Put this Powder into a final! Glals, Cucurbit 
or little Retorc, and pour thereupon fo much of the 
Antimonial Vinegar as may lerve to bring the laid 
Powder into a rhin Pulcis or Pap. Put the Glaft in 
Sard, and diltill off. the faid Vinegar, this pouring 
on, and drawing off let be lb often repeated untill 
the Antimony (hall have loft its blackneli, and the 
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Silver its whitenels, and be both of them turned in 
to a red Stone, like to Cinaber , which is ulually done 
in the third or fourth Cohobation. 

Note well, V luch an errour fhould be committed 
as that your lire being too ftrong fhould when you 
draw off the Acetum melt the mafs in the Glals, it 
would be rendred wholly uncapablc of admitting or 
drinking up the Acetum, and then you mull ot ne- 
cefllty break the (jllafs and take out the mafs and re 
duce it again into fmall Powder by grinding, and 
repeat the operations according to the atorelaid way. 
This Medicament being turned into a red Stone,and 
ground upon a Marble into a mod fubtilc Powdct, 
is called by me purging Lime, and may be made u(e 
of in all Difcafesas a kind of Tanacaa, (like as my 
purging Gold may be) with great fruit and good 
fuccefs. For this Medicine of Silver doth operate 
very gently, expelling all evil humours out of all the 
Members of the whole Body of Man,and this fcarce 
any other Medicine will do fave my golden Panacea 
For it leaveth no impurity in the Body, (but expels 
it) not onely by purgation, but alio by Sweat and 
Urine. If you fhould chance to errand take too big 
a Dofe, it will alfo caufe vomiting, but elpecially 
with fuch as abounding with Choler are prone to 
Vomit. To Infants under four Weeks old may a 
Dofe be given of about the bignefs of a Rape Seed, 
and be mixtin a Spoon with a little of its Mothers 
Milk, and fo given them It conferves them free 
front the invafion of the Epilepfie, and trees them. 
If you find that they are infedled with the Small pox 
or the like, within a years fpace, the Dofe is to be 
augmented, and a fourth or eighth part'of a grain 
may be adminiftred to them, the which will bring 
out of the Infants all the impurities by Stool, arid 
prelervc the Face untouched. Thole that are from 
one to two, or twelve years of age, and being trou 
bled with the Worms, do fall into acute Feavers, 
(and hereby a great many perilhdeftitute of all help) 
may have the Dofe augmented if need be, and that 
as their age is, from I a grain to two grains, for fo 
the Worms will be killed, and the Feaver fent pack¬ 
ing. Nay farther, if the Fcavers in Children, be 
they Boys or Girls, do not proceed from the Worms 
but from other caufes, yet may fo much of this Me¬ 
dicine be adminiftred to them as may be requifite to 
purge and fweat them, and by this means will they 
be (without any hazard of their lives) reftored to 
their former health. There can fcarce be found a 
more profitable and more prelent remedy againft the 
Plague and other Feavers in young men, middle 
aged men, and old men than my golden Panacea 
or purging Gold, and this fame purging Lune here 
delcribed, the Dofe is from one grain to five or fix 
grains with reference to the age and Difeale. Such 
a Dyet is to be obferved as' 1 have preferibed in the 
ule of my Panacea, viz,, that the Sick (after the 
taking of this purging Silver) do abflain from Sleep 
and all kind of Food tor three or four hours at lealt, 
and beware of the cold Air, and have an elpecial 
regard to keep a good Dyet. This Medicine of mine, 
together with my Panactca Aurea (or golden uni 
verlal Medicine) may be fafely, and without any 
fear of danger made ule of in the French Pox, Drop- 
fie, Leprofie, Stone, Gout, and other fuch Dileales, 
whatever name they are called by ; ir.fomuch that 
men may (next their trull in God) fafely confide 
therein. And befides by this Medicament may very 
many things be performed in metalline atfairs, the 
difeovering ®f which we fliall at this time omit, con¬ 


tenting our felves with having fhewn the things that 
appertains to the ule of Medicine. Furthermore it 
is likewise notably efficacious in curing ol external 
Wounds and Ulcers, provided it be difcreetly admi- 
niffred inwardly, and the external defefts of the 
body be kept lweetand clean. There will in a fhort 
time be much more benefit received therefrom, than 
from fuch a deal of Ointments and Emplaiflers as are 
frequently uled. Praife God and give him thanks 
for fuch great benefits. 


C II A P. X. 

The preparation of the Vitriol of Gold and its ufe in Me* 

dicing. 

D lfiblve Gold in fome acid fulphureous Sal Mira- 
biln, and not alkalizated, viz,, by the moift 
way, pafs the lolution through a Philter, andabftradt- 
the unprofitable Phlegm 16 lar untill there appear a 
thin skin at the top, which appearing, fet the re¬ 
mainder in the cold, and you lhall get a green Stone 
like to an Emrald. That part of the Liquor which 
is not flior, evaporate again even fo long till a skin 
appears, that lo you may get the reft of your Vitri¬ 
ol : So all the Gold will together with the Sal Alira- 
bilis (hoot into a Vitriol, rclembling the greennel's of 
Grals, (and fo green) as nature never produced the 
like. In this Smaragdine Table are found written 
(or engraven) many wondcrlull things, which will 
neither be read nor underflood by every body. I 
will hint fome few things concerning it, and fuch a9 
appertain to Medicine : And in the firft place, whac 
kind of Vitriol this ought to be, and what notes and 
marks it is to be diltinguilhed by, (as thus) a little 
of it being rubbed with your thumb, on pure or 
clcanfed Iron, doth guild it of a golden colour, 
whereas the common Vitriol makes the Iron look of 
a coppery colour. This is a fign of this golden Vitri¬ 
ol’s being prepared after a due manner, which laid 
Vitriol will etfedt tliofe things in Medicine which I' 
am about to alcribe to it. Befides, it makes Copper 
and Brals (hew of a golden colourand performs won- 
dcrfull things with Mercury, if digefted with it, in 
the moift way, but for brevity fake I omit thefe' 
things. For it grows like a little Tree, and fendsi 
forth golden Sprouts. 

As touching its Medicinal Virtues fuch of them 
as I have found out, arc here briefly deferibsd; 
without quellion there lie hid in it yet more and' 
more excellent Virtues, which as yet are unknown 
unto me, but will come to light in procefs of time. 

Bur the chief efficacy and virtue of this golden Vi¬ 
triol as far as I know, doth confift in purging and 
bringing out all evil and noxious humours out of the 
whole body of Man, and withall in corroborating 
and ftrengthening him. And as to this cilice itout- 
ftripsall other Medicines whatfoever. Nay more, 
it performs its operation fpeedily, yea morelpeedily 
than any other purge doth. For as loon as ever ic 
(hall be taken into the body it doth prcfently begin 
to work, becaule the Salt is foluble, and therefore 
fuch bodies as are nor opened, can’t at all compare- 
with it, for they mull necelfarily lie in the Stomach 
at Ieaft half an hour, or a whole hour before they* 
begin their operation. And becaule every.common 
Vitriol is a capital enemy to all the Wbrms of the Bel-t 
ly, and the Feavers ariling therefrom, wherewith al 
very many Infants both Boys and Girls do die, void 
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of all kind of help, I do mod highly commend this 
Vitriol ol Gold to all fuch Fathers and Mothers of 
Families, whole Children are dear unto them, that 
they at all times have it in a readinefi, to be made ule 
of in cafes of necellity. For verily 1 never found any 
better or certainer Remedy againft the Worms than 
this very fame, becaufe it not onely kills them, but 
alio calls them our, and doth by lengthening the 
Sick, take away all the Feavers both of old and 
youDg. It is allb a mod great fecret in the Plague, 
in which Difeale verily, a longer delay or abiding 
of a Medicine in the Body (without working) is 
hurtful], Belldes, it is not onely a certain and lafe 
curative Medicine, but likewife a prelervative too 
in the Plague, and in all acute and contageous Fea 
vers, as well of young as old, the like to which is 
fcarce, yea very rare to be found. For this Vitriol 
doth (peedily and fwiftly draw back from the heart 
every Poifon, and every burning heat, and being 
drawn back Irom all the Members of the whole Bo 
dy, doth drive it forth by all the Emunctories of the 
whole Body, but principally by Stool and Sweat. 
Furthermore, iftheDifeafe require it, 2nd the Pati¬ 
ents ftrength permit it, it may be adminiftred in a 
bigger Dofe, and then ’twill provoke to Vomit, and 
powerfully expel Choler. It doth in the Lues Vene¬ 
rea fhew it fe!f mofl efficacioufly virtuous, and pow¬ 
erfully calls out Tartarous Fluxes and acute hu¬ 
mours ouc of all the whole Body: By which opera¬ 
tion it likewife brings much help and comfort to fuch 
as are troubled with the Stone and Gout, it removes 
the Epilepfie both from young and old, and frees the 
Hydropical of the Water betwixt the Skin. And 
that I may comprife all as Were in one word, ’tis 
fuch an univerfal purge as that it roots out of the whole 
Body whatfbever is found to be hurtfull and offen- 
five therein. It hath not its fellow as to Remedy the 
Feaversof Children whether proceeding from vVorms 
or from a corrupted Stomach, the which kill fuch 
abundance of Infants of both Sexes, without any 
help left. Nor do I think that there can be found 
a. better Remedy in the Plague, and in all other a- 
cute Feavers which ufually kill Men fuddenlv, than 
this Vitriol of Gold, if it be bur rightly madeufeof. 
The Dofe is fmall, and is ealily made pleafant to 
Childrens Palats, by putting a little Sugar thereunto, 
or feme fuch like fweet things. To Infants newly 
born, you may give fearce an eighth part of a grain, 
againft (or to prevent) the Epilepfie, or Convu’.fi 
ons. To fuch as are from one year old, to 10 or 
11 years of age, the Dofe may be one, two, or three' 
grains, according as their age is, the which Dofe 
may be augmented in fuch as are older, according 
as the age and condition of the Sick requires. Where 
the Dileafe is Worms, there the Dofe muft be fo 
ftrong as not one’y by well purging to kill them, 
but alfo to cafl them forth when killed. For from 
thofe flain Worms, if they abide in the Bowels, 
other new Worms ufually breed. I hope that by 
my thus revealing this Medicament, I fhallfo bring it 
to pals, as thac for the time to come, fo many In¬ 
fants both Boys and Girls will not be deftroyed by 
Feavers arifing from Worms, but very many will be 
falely preierved from fo immature a death 

But here, feme or other may fay or at leaft think 
within himfelf, what is the reafon that 1 have (uch 
an efpecial regard to Infants and Children, and am 
(o very felicitous of Jfceferving them from an untime¬ 
ly end. 1 anfvver hereunto, that nothing is more 
necellary than to atiord feme comfortable due help to 
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lnlaius, and poor innocent Babes, who do evil co 
. none, and whole lols their Parents do fadlv brook 
For it is certain and without all kind of doubt 
that (amongfl Difeafes) the Epilepfie or Convul- 
ion is 1 111 It that lets upon new born Infants 
and (weeps them away. Then prefentlv follows 
Mcafels, Small Pox, and fuch like, and thefc kill not 
a lew. 1 hen comes the Worms, and thev caulb 
Feavers which atfkftthcm with a cont.' iual burnin" 
whereby they lole all their Appetite to eating, and 
covet nothing but drink, and the Parents ule'no re¬ 
medy to lupprcls them, being ignorant that fuch 
guefe are lodged there, and do not perceive them 
when the poor lick Babes Bellies do not (well Due 
further, when by the fweiling of their Bellies, they 
do know that they have the Worms, and though 
they delire to ule feme Remedies, vet can they 
hardly make their litt’e ones to take them as being 

e /°- l (i Cm rnorc > though fometimes 

they do admimfter common Worm feed, or feme o- 
chei \ egetable Powders good againft the Worms, 
yet there's; icarcc one in ten that is help'd, and the 
poor lick C hildren grow worfe and worfe • And ar 
la,, whenrtcDKafc hart g„ tK „ ft,ch head 4 rtat 
the l arems lee that death is at hand, then is the 
Phyhaan lent for, who ( if he knows the Difeafe 
toanle from Worms, and be formfeed with a good 
Medicine) dor!) presently help the Sick, and tree 

S l v hC D ‘ f e ‘ Buc ,f lle be tIeft 'tute of a good 
Medicine, and attempts to refrefe or cherife the 

Sick with his fweet Syrups, & c . he widely erreth 
lor by fuch kind of fweet Juices he gives Nutriment 
5°. ' * Nci.har ,l„rt ir a,VaV4[™t 

Linnen Cloaths, dipped in Rofe water, ro the Head 
thereby to allay its burning heat,and to littlepurpofe 
are the gentle purging di inks prelcribcd For as 
feon as ever the Worms do perceive any thing given 

[° h i S:C | k ’ V r ? lch IS contrar >' to them, they prefent- 
y hide themfewes , 0 r run to holes) and do wreath 
hemfelvesmtoa kind of Ring, and pafs out with 
Excrements. Bur it ihey perceive any fwcec 

S 1ICh i ,S p Ca F lnt C0 chern t0 be §* v en to rhe 
Siek, the_v do receive iheir nourilhmeiH thencefrom 

and remain alive And if by feme hap or other it 

whh rh C , hanCC that cne or more « hurried away 
with the Excrements, yet the reft of them remain 

unhui t, and the Dileafe is not taken awav, buc pre- 

of Life m Ho ai l d m r ICl and at ,aft dc Fives the Sick 
ot Lite. He therefore that endeavourerh after the 

happy curing of (uch l eavers as arile bv reafon of 
mult ] 0‘necefllty (in deled of this golden 
Y S IU - Jus Patient fuch things to drink for 
three 01 lour days as do caufe a bitternels in the Sto- 

"fS’ D ^ nd a i thou g h kirrer things are unplcafant 
to the Palate of poor Sick Infants, yet arc they ene¬ 
mies to the Worms, and do kill them. Such 'bitter 
things therefore being drunk for three or four days 
the Wormsdo femetin.es in feme Sick Children die 

fonrrhH° r ( f C ° n , d da - V ’ blJC 111 &lher foll ' e Tis the 
louith day e re they die. 

in £? w T ' hen as concerning fuch bitter Medicaments, 

rh \ i 1 h u re , wnce <)f > that they may not be bitter in 
tne Mouth, but be made fo in the Stomach, I lav 
that the Metals are luch, and elpeciallv Iron Coo- 


per, Gold and Silver, the which being dillblved do 
obtain a very bitter and iingratdulfSavour Bur 
the realon why Gold and Stiver being taken into the 
body, when they are hied and ground mofl exceed¬ 
ing imall, do not operate any thing at all, comes 
fiom thence, 'ivz. becaufe the Acidity of the Sto¬ 
mach 
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m icli is too weak to let upon them : And therefore 
tis necelVary that they be firft converted into Vitri¬ 
ols, if you would have them operative in the Sto¬ 
mach,*as I have taught you concerning Gold. But 
foralinuch as every Body cannot be Mailers of fuch 
a golden or (liver Vitriol, it feemed expedient to me 
to" reveal to the poor, a certain and never failing Se¬ 
cret, by the help whereof the Worms both in old 
People and young are killed. 

It is not Griknown to Phyficians that every com¬ 
mon Vitriol wherewith Dyers ufe to dye their black 
Colour, doth f being adminiftred to young People ) 
kill the Worms and call them out too. But becaufe 
of its unpleafanr and odd tall ’tis a hard matter to 
make Chi'dren take it. But now if you do a little 
more accurately examine the properties of common 
Vitriol, you will fijid it to be nothing e'.fe but a mere 
acid Salt, by which Iron or Copper, or both toge¬ 
ther are dillolved in the Earth, by nature. If now 
we are lb minded, we can alfo make a Vitriol in the 
Stomach, which wrl be equally as operative as that 
which is made by nature and taken in at the mouth, 
and 'tis done thus. If we give moll final] filings ot 
Iron or Copper to little Infants in a due weight, thefe 
now may be eafily adminiftred unto them, as con 
taining no ungratefull tall. For, being reduced into 
thin or curious filings, and being a metal ealily ad 
mining of Solution, as foon as ever it comes into the 
Stomach, the Acidity of the Stomach doth meet with 
it, by which ’tis ealily difl'olved, and turned into a 
Vitriol, and fo endued with the very fame operation 
as that is, which is prepared in the Earth by Na 
ture. 

But you are here to obferve the difference that is 
betwixt the filings of Copper and Iron, and that is 
this, the Copper works ftrongly, and the Iron much 
milder. Belides the Copper makes the Stomach 
vomit, but the Iron cauleth no Vomits, and doth 
very rarely dilturb the Stomach, and when it doth, 
’tis onelv in this cafe, wc. when ’tis adminiftred in 
too great a Dofe. Therefore amongft all luch Me 
dicaments, Iron is the bell, the lafeft, and the lead 
coll, though to proud men it may appear fiufficient 
ly vile and" bafe. Nor is it to bequeftioned but that 
the brethren of ignorance will entertain it with de 
riiion, and lav ; it Glauber knows no better remedy 
for the Worms than this, which conlifts of the grois 
filings of Iron, he had done a great deal better to 
have kept it onely to himfelf: And if Iron abounds 
with fuch Venues there's no reafon for him fo to 
praife his pretious Vitriol of Gold with fuch a deal 
of commendations. To this I anfwer, that my aim 
in teaching the preparation of the Vitriol of Gold is 
not directed for the Worms in Children fo much. But 
I have added this remedy of Iron to the defcription 
I have made of thevertues of the golden Vitriol, to 
this end, that 1 may demonflrate it felf alfo is fo 
excellent a remedy againft Worms, and for the re 
moval of cliofe Feavers as are caufed by them. But 
becaufe.their cure can be more eafily perfefled ( as 
we juft now fpake about the filings of Iron ) ’tis 
worth the while to have regard to the way that is 
moft compendious, lie that plealeth may admini- 
Her of the Vitriol of Gold, but 1 commend Iron to 
fuch as are poor, for they may have that even every 
where. There is no Village fo fmall but hath a Smith 
living in it, who can when your necellity requires 
fiipp'y you with fome filings of Iron 

But that my mind may be fully underllood, I judg 
it neceiTary yet more clearly to give you a Declara 


of rhis thing,- viz,, in what manner and with what 
conveniency the filings of Iron may be adminiftred 
to the fick Infants. And’tis thus done. Whilft the 
Infants are unweaned, fome Grains of the hid filings 
from 2, to 6 or 8 Grains, may be tnixt with a little 
Sugar and put into their mouihs, and then prefendv 
give them fuck, that fo rhofe filings may be fuckt 
down together with the Milk into the Stomach. Do 
this three days together and the Worms will be de- 
flroyed, and the Feaver vanifh. But if any body 
will make tile of any other Vehicle than what is the 
Child’s ordinary food, he may do fo if he pleafe. 
But as for fuch as do not fuck, but do drink out of a 
fucking Bottle according as the ufual cultom is, you 
may ealily give i: them, on this wife ; Put a little 
into the Bottle and flop the hole of the Bottle with 
your finger, and ft) turn it upfide down that the fi¬ 
lings may Hide down to the hole, and (o let the In¬ 
fant fuck it down, and ’twill pals with the drink 
into the Stomach. To fuch Boys and Girls as are 
bigger, and have more underfhmding, it may be 
given eafily and any way you pleale, onely telling 
them that they will be refloret! to their former health. 
To fuch as arc io or n years old a quarter part, or 
an half of the weight which we ufuallv call Qiiint- 
lein [from io to 20 grains] may be given lately, 
for 5 or 4 days. But in the mean while !er not the 
meats they tile be of hard Concodlion, but made of 
Pottage, Prunes, and luch like mollifying and loofe- 
ning things, which may help forward the operation 
of the Iron, and fo the fick will become the fooner 
well. I could not refrain from highly commending 
to all tender Mothers that love their Children, this 
moft'fafc and not at all coflly Medicine againft all 
the Feavers proceeding from Worms, which do kill 
fo many poor little ones deflitute of all kind of help. 
Let no body matter its vilenefs, buc rather think 
with himfelf, that God hath alio endowed vile and 
contemptible things with great vermes. Verily 
this Cure, and thus raking away the Worms, anil 
rhe Difeafcs arifing there from, is ftrongly founded on 
natural rcalon^, or arguments For feeing that the 
common Vitriol is a Poyfon to Worms, but becaufe 
of its bitter and naufeous tall 'tis exceeding unplea- 
fant to the Palace, they do very well, that fubftitute 
Iron as being void of all Savour, in the room of the 
common Vitriol, that fo being given to their Chil¬ 
dren it may be converted to Vitriol in their Sto¬ 
machs, and fo kill and drive out the Worms. I mv 
felf havetrved many experiments about the Cure of 
rhe Worms in my Children, but never found any 
thing lafer and better than contemptible Iron. 

A Story of a Child that had [Verms. 

I Will tell you an inftrudir.g Story, concerning a 
great and eminent man’s Child in fuch a Difeafe 
proceeding from the Worms, in which mv felf was 
concerned A certain rich man did on a time conlult 
with me, ( or ask my advife ) about this Child's Di- 
feafe. 1 gave him as much filing of Iron as was fuffi- 
c ent for one Dofe, for his Child to drink. Jc 
feemed an abfurd riling to the good man, to give an 
Infanc filings of Iron, upon this conceir he omitted 
to ufe it, and having called rwo Phyficians he fhews 
them the filings, and askt them whether they would 
advife him toadminifter it to Hli.^ntant. They car- 
neftly difiwaded him from ufing it, faying that if he 
uled it his Child would be killed, and that it was a 
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Medicine onely fit for curing of Horfes, and that 
they Would prel'cribe a far fafer and better one. They 
faid there was nodartgerin the Child ofWorms, and 
therefore they preferibed it a cooling and purging 
Syrup, thereby to rake away the Feaver, and they 
aifo added confeftions of Pearls, with other cooling 
Waters. Death defjfifed thefe kind of Potions, and 
fnatcht away the Infant: The Child being dead, 
there crept out of his mouth great Worms, and 
clearly certified to the Parents their unfeafonable re¬ 
ceding my advife, haply becaufe the Medicine I 
preferibed was not coftly, but prepared out of a 
vile Subjed. But it repented the Parents too late : 
The Mother coming afterwards into the Houfe of a 
certain Neighbour, gave that filings which I had de¬ 
livered them, unto an Infant troubled with a Feaver 
and the Worms, who upon the takifig of that one 
dofe onely became better, and by little and little 
returned to its former ftate of health, I was willing 
to fet down this hiftory to the end that I might de- 
raonftrate, that vile and abjed things are many 
times capable of performing more than Pearls and 
precious Stones can. 

And fo I conclude this (o very neceflary a difcourfe 
concerning Worms, and the Feavers arifing from 
them, whereby great multitudes of poor Infants are 
deftroyed. I hope that no body will take it amifs 
that I have made fo long a difcourfe concerning 
Worms. For I judged it neceflary to (hew the caufe 
from whence fe> many little ones do dye in the flower 
of their Age. He that refufeth to believe what I fay, 
let him try the thing by his own loft. 

I CHAP. XI. 

Of Mercury audits excellent Vertues, both Medicinal and 
Chymicaf J mean not the common and -well known 
Mercury y bat the Mercury of the Yhtlofophers , the 
which is extracted by the Vulgar and well known Gold 
and Silver , ( but they are to be frf rendered Magne- 
tical ) but of the Beams of the fuperiottr Sun and 
Moon, by the help and ajfifiar.ee of the Air. 

I T T is well known to thofe that have looked over 
J_ the manifold Writings which are extant at this 
day, how many and how great fearches have been 
made, and how various and many opinions there 

I have been abroad for many Ages, concerning the 
Philofophers Mercury ; as many men fo many minds, 
one man concludes with himfelf to prepare it out of 
fuch a matter, another out of fuch a thing, and ’tis 
hereby come to fuch a pafs as that, there’s no more 
faith left for any fuch Mercury, and ’tis lookt on as if 
there were no fuch thing in nature, nor is at prefenc 
any where extant: Becaufe fo many thoufands of 
men have been occupied in the fearch thereof, and fo 
moft exceedingly fmall a number have been mafters 
thereof. 

Others have opinionated, that the moft pure fub- 
ftance is to be extrafted our of Gold and Silver, but 
notin the form of a running Mercury, but in a wa¬ 
tery form, and to be coagulated and fixed by the help 
of the Fire into a medicinal Stone. 

Ocherfome have perfwaded themfelves that Gold 
and Silver being ripe and fixe, are no ways fit for fo 
great a work, but ’tis rather to be fought for in fuch 
Subjects as never alfumed to themfelves any fhape, 
but do as yet lie hidden in that great and univerfal 
Chaos the Air, becaufe they faw that the life of all 


tilings lay hidden in the Air, and that out of it eve¬ 
ry Creature of God doth daily and without inter 
million attratt it unto it felf after a mhgnetical man¬ 
ner, both lor its own life and augmentation, and 
that it is fo too with the feeds, abundance of them 
( and 'they moft: different forts too ) being fown in 
the fame Earth, do each of them ( according as its 
nature and property is) acquire to it felf both life and 
augmentation*thcncefrom, viz, tile Air. 

So likewife may it be brought to pafs, that even 
the Metals may according to their nature and pro¬ 
priety extract their encreafe out of the Earth or Air, ’ 
knew we but how to get the true Seed, or true Mag¬ 
net which might gee out that augmentation. For 
why fhould not God have as well given a Seed to 
theft his Creatures for their encreafing, as well as to 
the other Creatures ? So then there are very many 
fundry Opinions fprung up, concerning the Mercury 
of the Philofophers, and very many men have to 
their uttermoft fearched after it, yet but a very few 
have obtained the fame. Though it be thus, yet the 
fault is not to be imputed either to Nature or Art, 
but to the fearcher after it, becaufe he errs and fecks 
not in the due place. Verily I did very many years 
ago exceeding ftudioufly apply my felf to the ftarch 
of fuch a fpiritual and Gold and Silver attracting 
Magnet, but I could not hitherto attain to the true 
Scope, until I at length by chance found that a true 
living and running Mercury might, by the benefic 
of Art, without any Addition of Mercurial things, 
be extracted out of the fugacious and imperfect 
Metals, fuch as are Lead, Tin, Bizmuth, Zink, and 
Antimony. And although I had read many Philo- 
fophers affirming this thing, yet did I always doubt 
of the fame, and indeed not without caufe ; for in 
my youthfull days, ferving a man of great note in 
Chymical Labours, I tried in two years fpace two 
hundred ways of making the Mercury of Saturn , and 
not fo much as one of them lucceedcd. Now my 
fdid Mafter was ftirred up to the fearch of this Sa¬ 
turnine Mercury upon this occafion as follows. He 
had feme familiarity with many noble Perfonages 
that were alfo addicted to the ftudy of Alchimy: 
One of them knew how to make running Mercury 
out of Lead, and to turn it into the beft Gold, and 
he lent unto my Mafter one lot or fomewhat bet¬ 
ter of that faid Mercury , together with the way of 
turning it and fixing it into Gold. We fee about the 
work and it fucceeded to our defires, and yielded us 
as much Gold as there was Mercury fenr us. This 
hoped for fucceft did fo edge on my Mafter, that he 
could not reft till he had obtained from him than 
knew it, the manner of making this Saturnine Spi¬ 
rit. But as often as ever we tried the operatioh 
according to the way preferibed us, both our hopes 
and labour were in vain. And then my faid Mafter 
readily granted, that we could not effect it. Here¬ 
upon it was that he fought all abroad with rhegrea- 
teft diligence, and had got fuch abundance of pro- 
cefles and operations, that two years did fcarce fuf- 
fice me to try them all; though there was not fo 
much as one amongft them all that anfwered our 
wifhes, but all our Labours were in vain. Upon this 
fcore, I could believe neither Bafilius or Yarecelfus 
when I read in them, that Gold and Silver might 
be refolved into true and running Mercury ,- feeing 
that the bare turning of unripe Lead into Mercury t 
did eoft me and others fb great Labour and Pains, 
and yet we could not obtain it neither. Whereupon 
I fell into this opinion, that the Philofophers Dointed 
Nn at 
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at fome other thing, by their running Mercury : And 
I did fo long adhere to this opinion of mine, untill I 
chanced to light on the making of a running Mercury 
out of I,ead, and I have feveral times repeated the 
operation with the lame foccels. 

I have likewife revealed it toothers, who have alio 
done the fame, but onely in fmall quantities hither¬ 
to. But lome of ffiem have bellowed much pains a- 
bout it, and to prepare it in a greater quantity ; and 
that principally, becaufe ’tis certainly manifelt that 
no fmall benefit lies herein hidden. Nay if it were 
no othcrwife profitable than barely thus, that it may 
be turned into Gold, and of this I am certain, ('twere 
worth while ) For if the laid Mercury be but rubbed 
upon a piece of Gold, it makes it white, and being 
then put upon the Coals, it feparates indeed from it, 
butyet leaves it tinged of a higherand deeper Colour. 
If this Labour be ought repeated, the Gold will be 
come weightier. And hence may eafily be conjectu¬ 
red, that if it were adjoyned to a pure Golden Calx, 
it would irt a fhort fpace of time eafily pals into good 
Gold. Neither is there any doubt, but that if any 
one did but know the manner of rightly handling 
fuch a Mercury, he would obtain lome notable thing 
out of it, becaufe all the Philolbphers do in their 
Writings promife fo much good of Saturn. They 
generally affirm that Lead is (inwardly) far beyond 
Gold. How many Philolbphers are there that teach 
the preparation of the univerlal Work from thence i 
See the Univerlal Work of Ijaac Holland , Paracelfm 
his Heaven of Philolbphers, The great and fmall 
Countryman, &c. Many do exprefly write, that 
all things which the Philolbphers do leek for, are to 
be found in Lead ; Hereupon they called itLeaprous 
Gold. And feme Philofophers do write, that in Mer¬ 
cury are all things that are fought for, haply they 
mean not the Common, but luch an one as is drawn 
out of Metals. But we’ll even let pals this Mercury 
of Saturn , and fee whether or no we cannot find a 
better Mercury, and fuch a one as is of greater mo¬ 
ment. In the mean rime the laid Mercury of Saturn 
will fly about, and bring good news to the Lovers of 
Truth, viz,, that GLAUBER is now in the way, to 
triumph, by the help of God, over all his Enemies. 

We will therefore go on to fearch out, whether 
or no there is not another and better running Mer¬ 
cury than that to be found, which comes out of Lead. 
When I did fomewhat more accurately fearch into 
Nature’s fecrets, I clearly law, that all things which 
live and doe in growing take an encreafe, do pro¬ 
ceed or come forth by the Sun's operation, inlbmuch 
that luch fruits as are nearer hereunto are the more 
excellent, and by how much the farther off any are 
from it, by fo much the vilder be they. As for ex¬ 
ample in Wine ; by how much the nearer it is to 
the Sun, fo much the nobler is it; and by how much 
the farther it is from it, fo much the vilder is it. 

The fame may be obferved in the generation of 
Metals, viz,, that in the hotter regions there is a 
greater quantity of Gold, and of Silver, than in the 
colder Countries. This is well known, and out of 
all dilpute : So then when I law that the hot beams 
of the Sun, together with the cold and refrelhing 
light of the Moon, did not onely ripen Gold, but 
alfo thole excellent Wines, and the bell: tailed Fruits, 
yea and the moll contemptible Herbs, and that it 
gave to all things their moll acceptable Savour; well 
did I conclude, that if a convenient Matrix, or foit- 
able Magnet were expofed to the hot Sun-beams, 
end to the cold light of the Moon, that might day 


and night receive their Operations; It could not pof 
fibly be, but that the Seeds ot thole ( viz,, of Sol 
and Lunc ) infinuating themfelves into fuch a Mag¬ 
net, will pals into moll excellent Fruit, and obtain 
a perfect maturation. I did once make trial to fee 
whether it would be fo or no, and having artificially 
prepared Gold and Silver, opened them, and brought 
them to a Magnetical attractive vertue ; and being 
well mixed, I expofed them to the Sun and Moon , to 
fee and try what would proceed thencefrom. Then 
afterwards, fuppofing them to have Hood long e- 
nough at the Sun and Moon , I put them into a fmall 
Glals Retort, and placed it in Sand, and feparated 
( by diftillation ) all the moifture from the Golden 
and Silver Magnet, that it had attraded from the 
Ain I got indeed a lweet Water, but yet not with¬ 
out Vertucs. But having adminifired a ftronger fire 
to this Magnet, I drew therelrom an aftringent Li¬ 
quor, refembling a golden yellow Colour) and like 
to Gold. I again expofed the faid dried Magnet to 
che beams of the Sun and Moon, that it might by 
them be impregnated, and that I might fee whether 
or no a Second, and more Births would be produced, 
anfwering in all refpeds to the former. I doe not 
doubt of them, I confels but that they will be of a 
like property and nature as their Father and Mother 
are, or indeed be more fair and excellent than they 
be : For that firft-begotten off faring brought with it 
felf into the World a far more excellent fairnels than 
its Father had. 

Farther, bringing this Birth of Sol and Lune to a 
more accurate trial, that fo.I might find out its ver- 
tues and efficacy, I firft of all perceived, that there 
lay hidden therein (though as yet fo Volatile) a 
Medicine of great moment. And dealing with ic 
upon a certain time, and putting a little of it by 
chance upon Gold, I found that it made the Gold 
white ; and rubbing the faid Liquor many times up¬ 
on the Gold, it did at length produce (or fhow forth) 
the live Mercury that lay hidden therein, which laid 
Mercury thus living and vifiblc, I extracted out of 
this lame Liquor ; but it is better not to vivifie it, but 
to take it as ’tis born, and 1b fix it and make it con- 
ftant. And now, I luppofe, that luch a Mercury as 
is extracted out of the Air, by Gold and Silver, being 
not fo much corporeal asfpiritual, is to be accounted 
of as the true Mercury of the Philolbphers. 

But if now any will object and lay, that this Mer¬ 
cury doth not proceed forth from the Air, or that ic 
is not extracted out of the beams of Sol or Lune by 
the Magnetick Gold and Silver; fuch a one may 
even lay what he pleafeth, but in the mean time he 
will not get the things he fiftieth for. Befides, I do 
nor matter ic fo much, viz,, whence it arifeth, pro¬ 
vided I can obtain the fame ; If it did proceed out 
of the Gold and Silver, it were not therefore to be 
rejected, but it would be altogether better than that 
which is made out of grols Lead, nay haply ic might 
become a Tin&ure, did but any cne know how right¬ 
ly to handle it. 

It is a ufual Proverb, that the Apple fallt not far 
from the Tree, and each thing follows the Seeds of its 
proper and peculiar nature. By how much the nobler 
the Tree is, by fo much the more worthy u the Wood there¬ 
of. The younger fort ftng over the fame Song as the old 
ones doe. Now thefe Proverbs do declare, that the 
Fruits are fo much the more excellent, by how much' 
a better nature the Tree is of, and this is a fore 
rule : And therefore it necefl'ariiy follows, that fuch 
a Mercury as is drawn by Gold and Silver out of the 
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tender and fhining Powder, but it will not in a mo- 


Air, or doth proceed barely from Gold and Silver, 
muft needs be far better than that which hath its rife 
from Lead : And herein I acquiefce. Let every one 
take*from thence what beft likes him, I was willing 
to leave to fuch as come after me, thofe things which 
I met withall of fo great moment. 

And as concerning the Medicinal Vertucs of this 
Golden Mercury , I doe give this caution about it, 
that if it be ufed as it came over at firft in the diftilla¬ 
tion in Medicine, becaufe ’tis as yet immature, and 
but newly born, it may work too ftrongly upon the 
Body of Man. It is therefore better that it be fixed 
with feme corporal well-opened Gold, and fb 'twill 
effect thofe things which a Univerfal Medicine is one- 
ly able to perform. I confefs that hitherto I have 
not brought it to any conftancy or fixity, becaufe I 
» have not had time of rightly handling it: In the 
mean while there are others that will fet about this 
labour, and will in due time manifeft more things 
concerning it. Let every one be content therefore 
with this prefent difeovery, 'viz,, that a truely live 
and running Mercury may be extracted, not onely 
out of the foft and volatile Metals, and confequent- 
ly unripe ones, but alfb out of the ripe Metals. And 
feeing that moll Men doubt much of the truth of 
fuch a thing, I could not omit the affirmation of the 
fame, as being a mod true thing : He that lifteth 
may make trial of the fame. ’Tis enough for me 
to have fhown you the way. Let others likewife 
publifh fomething, that fo the truth which hath been 
fo long fuppreft hitherto, may at length fpring forth 
out of the darknefs into light. _ 

And now, at laft, let's come to treat of Wine, and 
examine what an harmony and familiarity there is 
in it with Gold and Man. 


CHAP. XII. 

Shewcth how great harmony, familiarity, and love, there 
is in IVine , with Mankind and Gold. 

I T is evident, even from the Writings of all the Phi- 
lofophers, that Wine and Gold is a wholfome re¬ 
medy for Mankind, but yet not in fuch a grofs ffate, 
and without any preparation, as they come forth 
out of the Barth, but they are to be deftroyed, and 
their mod pure parts to be extracted, and again con- 
joy ned. To obtain this knack, there have been ufed 
many Menfiruums , and one more excellent than ano¬ 
ther. The common Spirit of Wine hath no familia¬ 
rity at all with Gold, becaufe of its unripe and com- 
buftible Sulphur, from which Gold is wholly averfe, 
as being its enemy. This thing I have in feveral 
places of my Writings made mention of, and have 
alfb taught it in this very Treatife, that Gold being 
diflolved in Arj. Regia , and precipitated with the 
Water of Tartar, yields moll curious fine Atoms, 
which cannot be done any other kind of way. For 
the common grols Wine, and the common fulphure- 
ous and unripe Tartar are enemies to the Gold, the 
which is evidently manifeft by this preparation of 
the moft fubtile Calx of Gold, caufed by the pour¬ 
ing of the Water of Tartar thereunto, whereby 'tis 
precipitated unto the bottom. 

The certainty of the truth of this thing may be 
thus tried, if a little Gold being diflolved in A^. Re¬ 
gis be put into a glafs full of Rhenifh, or any other 
fharpifh Wine: The Gold will be prefently precipi¬ 
tated, by the Tartar which is in the Wine, into a 


inent of time fettle to the bottom, bur by little and 
little. And yet if you put the Wine in a Velfel over 
a fire of Coals, and boil it, then will it be fpeedily 
precipitated. From whence : tis evidently apparent, 
that Wine being as yet not at all feparated from its 
impurities, doth as it were differ from Gold, with a 
deadly hatred, and yet carries hidden in its bowels 
a fubftance moft friendly to the Gold, the which 
will, in the end, manifeft it felf fo to be, when the 
more grofs parts are feparated from the more fub¬ 
tile. 

Bafilms teacheth its preparation by a peculiar pro¬ 
per inftrumenr, wherein (as I judge) the Spirit of 
Wine is to be kindled and burnt, that fb by the 
burning up of the Sulphurcity, the Mercurial Salt 
may be feparated and caught in a cold Receiver. 
And with this very Salt ( faith he) may a TinCture 
be extracted out of Gold, which feems very proba¬ 
ble to be fb, if one could but get dr catch that faid 
Mercurial Salt. Many indeed have attempted this 
labour, but perhaps not a man hath folind an an- 
fwer to his expectation, where the defect lies, God 
knows. 

Others have mixed Gold with Alkalies, and have 
taught the extracting of a TinTure by an Alkaliza- 
ted Spirit of Wine , which way, though they may 
doe fomewhat, yet it is not the genuine way. 

Alfo fome have by diftillation gotten a certain fie¬ 
ry Spirit out of Tartar, and therewith endeavoured 
to conquer Gold. Here indeed is an appearance of 
fome kind of poflibility, but yet this Spirit is not to 
be attempted for that, which unlocketh all the bow¬ 
els of the Gold ; and that for this reafbn, becaufe it 
doth as yet abound with combuftible Sulphur, to 
which Gold is a bitter enemy. But now if you would 
duely jovn Gold with Wine, then muft all the com¬ 
buftible Sulphur (of the Wine) be firft feparated from 
its Mercurial part, and the Mercury of the Wine is 
to be brought by diftillation into a notable fiery Spi¬ 
rit ; if this be not done, there will be no great mat¬ 
ters effected with it. 


CHAP. XIII. 

By what means fuch a Spirit of Wine as doth a foci ate 
it felf to the Gold may be prepared. 

W ithout doubt many fuch as perceive that there 
is a poflibility of preparing fuch a Spirit will 
be moft vehemently defirous to know the operation, 
how ’tis to be done. But it is even a wickcdnefs to 
caft fuch a great Secret before the unworrhv and im¬ 
pure Swine. It therefore will be fufficicnt to fhew 
both that it may be done, and after what manner; 
the reft to be left to God. 

But that the ftudious Artift may not be wholly af¬ 
frighted or kept back, I will here declare, fo much 
as may be fufficient to any one that is verfed in the 
Labours of the Fire, for the acquisition of fb great a 
Spirit: But yet with this provilo, that lie make ufe 
of Patience in his operation, for this work is not to 
be difpatched in a day, like as that labour which in 
one days diftillation affords a Spirit out of the Lees 
of Wine, or out of Tartar. No ! But the manner 
of the work is thus : 

Take white or red Tartar ( for both of them be¬ 
ing well mundified, are as good one as the other) 
dilfolve it in Water, and feparate all its grofs Sulphur 
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by a certain precipitating matter. This impurity a- 
biding in the Water, is to befeparated from the pre¬ 
cipitated Tartar, by pouring out the Water, the 
which (Tartar ) remains in the bottom like a fnowv 
Sand, and is to be well purged by reiterated wafh- 
ings with Water, fo long untill ( all the impurities 
being well feparated) the Powder it felf becomes 
like to the white Snow. Now although that this 
Tartar be molt'exceeding white, yet doth it contain 
as yet many Sulphureous Faeces; which being black, 
do never Puffer themfelves to be feparated by any 
Solutions and Coagulations, but it is neceflary that 
they be precipitated by a certain precipitating mat¬ 
ter.’ Therefore let that Tartar be again diflolved in 
pure Water, and be precipitated , the which Soluti¬ 
ons and Precipitations let be fo often and fo long re¬ 
peated, untill there appear no more black Faeces 
This molt pure and moft acceptable Tartar melteth 
in the mouth, and doth almoft in the manner of o- 
ther Salts eafily admit of Solution in cold water. 
Being brought to this pafs, it is rendred fit to be dealt 
withall in the following manner. 

Diffolve fome pounds of this pure Tartar in cold 
water, lb as to make it fufficiently acid. Put this 
Solution in fome warm place, or rather in Horfe- 
dung, or in a warm Balneo, that the Tartar may 
begin to putrefie and lofe its acidity, and get a kind 
of fweetifhnels, which before it will come to be, 
there is required the time of fome months. After 
it hath thus putrefied, and loft its acidity, all the 
unprofitable Water is to be evaporated by a Balne¬ 
um, until! it become a thick and black'Juice like Ho¬ 
ney -, the which being let in the Glals in Sand, and 
being urged with a ftronger fire than was made in 
the Balneo, will yield a fiery Spirit, and fuch an 
one as will mix it felf with Gold diflolved in Spirit of 
Salt, and will feparate the purer parts by digeftion, 
and draw them to it felf, from the more grofs parts, 
and fo will perform its office in Medicine even to 
mod high admiration. For any one may eafily con- 
jedture that the 1110ft pure parts of Wine, Salt, and 
Gold will operate no evil effect. 

What it will perform in Metalline affairs, 1 doe 
not as yet know; But, without queftion, if it be right¬ 
ly adminiftred, and duely made life of, it will play 
its part very notably. 

This operation before fet down, feems eafie to be 
done, if barely looked on outwardly, but there’s 
more labour and trouble in it than one would ima¬ 
gine. Such as have not the gift of patience, and 
knows not what belongs to patient working, may 
for be. r this labour. For the putrefaction proceeds 
on very flowly,and there is required the knowledge 
of a matter precipitating Tartar, without which it 
will never fufter it felf to be precipitated and purged, 
’tis an hard thing to find, but he that knows it, it 
tenders him all his labour facile and eafie. Any im¬ 
pure Tartar, whether it be white or red, may be fo 
wafiied in one or two hours fpace, and fo purged, 
that ( lofing nothing lave its Faeces) it will become 
moft white, and much more apt for many operati¬ 
ons. But my time will not admit of treating farther 
of thefe affairs, it may ( God willing) be done after¬ 
wards in another place. 

However, thus much I will yet add more ; That 
if Spirit of Wine brought to the higheft purity, fo as 
to retain no filthy (avour or odour, be in a due 
quantity conjoyned by the help of common Water 
with this excellently well depurated Tartar,there will 
refult from them two a drink of a moft excellent fa¬ 


vour, like to natural Wine, and may be ufed inftead 
of wholfome Wine. This would be a moft profita¬ 
ble thing for thnfe that travel, had they but that 
Spirit of Wine, and that fo excellently well prepared 
Tartar. For there is Water to be had in all places, 
and fo they may at’all times and every where make 
themfelves good Wine, yea fo good and fo ftrong as 
they pleafe, according as they add more or lcls of 
that Spirit and Tartar. 

N. B. This Art would be very profitable for the 
cold Countries, in which Countries, in the want of 
Spirit of Wine, becaufe no Wine grows there, the 
Spirit of Corn will perform the fame. The chiefeft 
knack is, to be furnifhed with that Tartar, which 
by an eafie Solution enters into ( or is diflolved in) 
the Water. But this is a bufinefs of a greater mo¬ 
ment than to be divulged. I have already opened 
to fome the manner of preparing fuch a Tartar, who 
make it in plenty, and fo any one may eafily get 
from them as much as they (hall need 

Bcfides the ufe of that kind of Tartar, conduceth 
to the accompliffiing of many other things, but not 
to be fpoken of, left it fliotild prove a detriment to 
fuch as know it. But 1 doe here truely and fincere- 
ly affirm, that whofoever he be that can without 
waft and coft fo prepare the common vulgar Tartar, 
he will be hereby able to get his food and ray- 
ment, and other neceffaries for life, wherefoever and 
in what Country foever he fhall abide. This thing 
will in procefs of time have a farther progrefs, and 
many will by the benefit thereof live more happily, 
and perform things .incredible. 1 have made a be¬ 
ginning, and the Mice fhall never gnaw off what I 
lave here written, but contrarily my Succellbrs fhall 
enjoy the fame to God's glory, even ro the Worlds 
end, and will in the firft place thank God, and next 
him, me, as being the Authour and Revpaler of the 
fame. 1 could reveal many moft profitable things 
that might be done by fuch a Tartar, were it not 
for injuring fuch as get their living by ir, and which 
for certain caufes are not at prefent to be ifientio- 
ned. 1 have faid enough to Wife men, and as for 
deriders and mockers, I have laid too much, for they 
will fay all arc Lies, becaufe they know not how to 
doe thus. 

As to what appertains to the ufe of this here 
deferibed Liquor, conjoyned of Gold, Tartar, and 
Salt, it may lei ve inftead of Auntm Botabile , in all 
Sickneffes, and may be profitably adminiftred, in 
corroborating the vital Spirits; for it doth not diff 
cover its Vertues by a remarkable and vifible ope¬ 
ration, but it ftrengthens the Body, and doth very 
gently drive out Urine and Sweat, and feldom is it 
that it provokes to ftool, uniefs it be given in a 
ftrong Dofe. The Dofe is from one, two, three, 
fix, nine Drops, even to a Scruple, according as the 
Sick is, in Water, Wine, or Ale, or other Liquors, 
in a Morning upon a failing Stomach, and at Even¬ 
ing after Supper, lor fome days together. It keeps 
the Body open, and ftrengthens the Brain, and all 
the Members. But principally ( before the ufe of 
this Liquor ) the Body be well purged with good 
purging Remedies, iucli as are my purging Gold, 
and purging Lane , becaufe then this Medicine of 
the laid Golden Liquor operates far better, and 
more profitably, in ufing it, you are to obferve 
whether or no the Excrements -become black, if nor, 
the Dofe is fo long to be augmented cr continued 
untill the Excrements that come away be of a black 
Colour. Moreover, the Difcafe decrealing, the 
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Dole is to be leflened by little and little, according 
as necefiiry or the dileale requires. 

Thefe things I thought good, at this time, to 
publifh in the Fourth Part of my Spagyrical Pbar- 
macopxa. I entreat that every one would take in 


good part thefe few Medicinal Secrets, but of very 
wide and large extent. And , God willing, my 
Third Century will fhortly come abroad and pre¬ 
lent you with a Manifeftation of more excellent Me¬ 
dicines, and other profitable Secrets. 


The End of the Fourth Fart. 


THE 

FIFTH PART 

O F T H E 

S pagyrical Difpenfatory. 

Difcourfing of the true Univerfal Medicine, and of thofe 

mod Eminent Arcana s, as well Univerfal as Particular, which are hither¬ 
to unknown unto the World 5 by the help of which unheard-of and 
almoft incredible Operations may be effected. not onely in Medicine, 
but alfo in Alchymy. Propofed by way of Queftion and Anfwer. 


Queftion 1. 

W Hether or no it is a thing pojfible in nature 
for fuch a TinHure, or fo Univerfal a Me- 
dicamcnt to be prepared , as by the help of 
which, both the Bodies of Men and Metals may be pro¬ 
moted unto an higher , better, and more noble Degree or 
Ejjence ? 

Anfwer. 

It is nor at all to be doubted of, for, as well the 
Authority of Co many and fo great Men ( who con- 
fels by their Writings which they have publilhed that 
they have made the lame) as daily experience de¬ 
mon Urates the lame to be a truth, void of any 
doubt. 

Queftion 1. 

If thofe things which fo many illuminated Thilofophers 
have written of this Univerfal Medicine be true ; how 
comes it to pafs, that though almofi the whole JVorld 
ftarcb after the fame, yet fcarce one of fo many thoufands 
is mafler of the fame, and that the greatejl part of the 
inquifitors after it, wajt their Eftates in the Jearch to no 
purpofe ? 


Anfwer. 

The Art is not to be blamed, becaule of the fruic- 
lels endeavours of lo very many men that lb greedily 
gape after fo great a treafure; but the fault is to be 
imputed to their own felves, for they are hercro dri¬ 
ven and ftirred up by their inlatiable covetoulhels 
and unjuft intentions, to make their learch after fo 
divine a gift, and their defign is to fcrape up to them- 
felves,by the help thereof, great Riches and Honours, 
little thinking that God always hath and ftill doth 
beftow his gifts upon fuch as are upright and fincere, 
and who doc not onely daily pray unto him for the 
fame, but do alfo fearch after them with uncefiant 
Labours. This the Apoftle himfelf doth witnefs in 
exprefs words, laying, It is not of him that wills, nor 
of him that runs , but of God that jhcws mercy. And 
yec the extreamly blinded World believes it not, nor 
propofeth unto it lelf any other Scope than the Icra- 
ping together of Gold and Silver right or wrong, and 
fain would as it were wreft this lo great a treafure 
out of the hands of God ; and having gotten it, add 
fewel to their malice, pride, and impiety ; And fo 
by this means, more nearly approach ( even in this 
life ) to the Devil the Father of all wickednefs, and 
be ar laft plainly like him. And this now is the pri¬ 
mary and principal caule, why fo very many as are 
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bulled about the learch of fo great a treafure, do 
lofe both their labour and expence. 

Quefiion ;. 

But are there no other impediments that prefent them- 
[elves, and which may be an hindrance and bar even a- 
gain ft pious men too , and fuch as lead a blamele/s life 
before God and Man , whereby they cannot have ddmijjton 
to the knowledge of great a Medicament ? 

Anfwer. 

Yes verily, there are exceeding many, or almoft 
innumerable impediments that lie in the way, and 
fhut up the paflage even againft the approaches of 
pious men to lo great a work, though they attempt 
the lame too with a good intention, and do fue unto 
God by their daily prayers, and make their fcarch 
with a moll diligent meditation, and continual La¬ 
bours thereabout. 

Queftion 4. 

What are thofe impediments , I pray ? 

Anfwer. 

To reckon up all thole impediments apart, and to 
fet down each of them lo clearly as for every one to 
underhand and apprehend the fame, cannot at pre- 
fent be done ; neither is it necelfary to mention all, 
for it would not onely amount to a great Volume, 
but would alio be a burthen to the Reader, and be 
rather an hindrance than an imitation and encou¬ 
ragement unto him concerning the attainment of the 
knowledge of fo great a work. 

But yet that-I may fatisfie in fome fort, the defires 
of fome or other, I will recount fome of the chiefeft 
of thole impediments, by the knowledge of which, 
every one may know the realbns that are wont to 
have off even pious men from lo great a Secret. 

N. B. Firft of all therefore, there are a many 
that have not means necelfary or requifite to begin 
and perfect the Work withall, though they have a 
good Judgment, and are inflamed with an ardent de¬ 
fire of learching after nature and its miraculous effedts, 
and doe not at all fear, nor arc dilcouraged at the 
hard labours that are neceffarily requifite to Chymi- 
cal Operations. Such men therefore as thefe are 
( being hirr’d up by a Angular candour and fincerity 
of mind to a love of honefty) doe not thruft them- 
felves forward after the manner of impious and de- 
ccitfull Impeftorsand flanderous Vagrants that thirl! 
after nothing but Gold, and pretend to fome greedy 
Miler, that they will teach him the making of the 
Philolbpher’s Stone (the knowledge of which them¬ 
felves are clearly dellitute of.) No 1 but they even 
loath fuch vain acquaintance, and difdain that defpi 
cable name of Gold makers, and content themfelves 
rather to let at home, and enjoy thofe few things 
which God hath vouchlafed to bellow upon them, 
than to turn Paralytes, and live in the Courts of 
Princes and great Men, where they mul! ftrive by a 
Fox-like fubtilty to pleafe every one, and to bow the 
head to each fhoulder, and to ferape with his feet. 
This now is the firft impediment, which keeps oft 
not a few good Men from the pofleflion of lo greai 
a Secret. 

Befides, there are not a few of this fort, that briefly 


and curforily running over the Writings of the Phi- 
lofophers without any ferious meditation upon the 
thing they read,or without underftanding of the fame, 
do think themfelves mailers of a great deal of Wife- 
dom, and firmly perfwade thcmfclvrs, that if they 
have a little fmatch of Learning, and have but the 
knowledge of a Tongue or two, and have but by 
lome Anagrams pleafantly tingling in the Ears of fome 
sjreat Men, footh’d their minds a little, and wip'd 
them of lome of their Silver, the finding out of fo 
great a myftcry cannot polTibly elcape their profound 
Scholarlhip, but they muft needs catch it. But yet 
( by their leave) they are quite out, and full well are 
they known unto God, who with-holcls from thoTe 
proud deriders, and envious contemners of the truth, 
his benediction, and leaves them wallowing in their 
courtly paftimes lo long, untill at length ( after their 
turning and applying themfelves from one foolifh de¬ 
ceived man to another, and fo on) they doe them- 
felves lay open their own grofs ignorance and molt 
filthy ffiifts, which they have wrapt over with fuch 
a deteftable babling, and by the fruitlelnefs of the e- 1 
vent Ihew that their large promifes of golden Moun¬ 
tains are molt vain and idle. And hereupon their 
hopes of having the Philolbpher’s Stone (which they 
feek for meerly to advance their pride, and the more 
eafily to fupprcls the truth ) vanifhing away with the 
fmoak, they lole all their credit and their good report, 
and can find no more fuch credulous perlons that 
will fuller themfelves to be foothed by their moft vain 
promifes. And this is another kind of thole that be¬ 
llow their labour in vain about this fo great a work, 
who doe thereby add a great load to their wicked- 
nels, by wafting other mens goods, and deceiving 
the too credulous, and ruining others as well as 
thcmlelves. There are yet a third kind of erroneous 
learchcrs, and who deceive themfelves with their 
vain labour, and they are fuch as being a little too 
credulous and Ample when they have lighted upon 
fome of the Philolophers Writings, and read what 
vaft treafures are to be gotten by Cbymical Labours, 
doe prefently feel an itching defire after Gold, and 
being inflamed with the covetous defire of luch hun¬ 
gry treafures, doe apply themfelves with unwalhen 
hands ( as we may lo lay ) to the reading of the 
lame, and then follow the bare letter in their opera¬ 
tions. From whence it comes to pafs, that (all things 
being obfeure and dark to them, being ignorant and 
unskilfull, and the light of nature not lliining upon 
them) they wander from the right path,and immerfe 
themfelves in the fruirlefs attempts of vain Labours. 

Some there are that have indeed (bme kind of know¬ 
ledge of managing the Fire, and who doe very dili¬ 
gently read over the Writings of the Philolophers, 
but yet are quite confounded by their reading them, 
leeing that they cannot find out the true Fire, and 
true matter of the Stone, which the Philolophers have 
fo obfeurely and fo varioully written of. For fome of 
them teach the making of the Stone out of fixt Gold 
and Silver, and not out of the other immature and 
volatile Minerals, becaufe what a Man lowes, that 
he reaps; others tell us the quite contrary, and fay 
that there cannot be any better thing made of fixt 
Gold and Silver, feeing they are already brought by 
nature unto that periection as not to be reduceabie 
into their firft matter, out of which (faid firft matter) 
they affirm that their Univerlal Medicine is to be 
made, and not of fixt Gold and Silver : And there¬ 
fore rejecting fixt Gold and Silver, they fay that the 
firft Entities (of the laid Sol and Lime) being yet Vo- 
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larilc, arc the true firll matter of the Philofophers 
S:one, bccaufe they are as yet immature (as they 
phrafe it) and tender, and fit for the making of thofe 
things which we are defirous to accomplifh, which 
(they tell us) cannot be podibly made out of thole 
two fixed bodies. And to help forward yet more 
confufion, the multiplicity and variety of names, 
which the matter of the Philofophers is filled, is 
no mean impediment to the underttanding. One 
bids us feek it in Vitriol, another in Mercury , fomc in 
Satum, others in Magnefa : And thus is that 
matter deciphered by various and innumerable 
names, infomuch that it is impoflible but that 
he who is ignorant, and not well verfod in thefe 
affairs fhould be hurried into various doubts and 
perplexities, being clearly ignorant whether or 
no the Philofophers mean the common Vitriol, or a 
Vitriol extraded out of the fixed Metals, efpecially 
feeing they too and agen affirm,'that their Vi¬ 
triol Mercury and Saturn are not thofe vulgar Metals 
of Gold, Quicklilver, and Lead. Who therefore 1 
pray could befo wife and prudent as to rid himfelf 
out of the fo many confufed and intricate windings of 
this Labyrinth l Even hence it is that the moff learned 
and diligent fearchers have been wound into fo many 
erroneous Labours, nor could by any means get 
clear of thofe hedg’d up turnings. 

Nay yet more, the inconftancy of fuch as labour 
is no imall impediment, who (fhould they have the 
matter) would not perfect the fame by rea- 
fon of their fickle inconftantnefs. For if the Stone 
does not prefently come forth, and make them maf- 
ters of what they defire,away they throw their Books 
and tread upon them, and load the Authours with 
curfes and imprecations, accufing them of wicked 
deceit, in that they have not written clear enough 
for every one to underftatid fo great an Art at the 
very firft daffi, and to become a matter of fuch a no¬ 
table treafure without any labour at all. 

You (hall likewife meet with tome that arefo very 
wife as that it feems no ways likely unto them, that 
fo divine a gift can be prepared out offo vile abjed, 
and contemptible things, whenas though (by their 
leave) every good thing (for the moft parr) is wont 
to be abjed and mean, and not precious, witnefs 
Sandivow, who tells us that he had declared the 
wlioje Work to not a few, even from the beginning 
to the end, but (by reafon of the meannefs of the 
lame) they judged it to be butoffmall moment,belie¬ 
ving that no good could pofllbly proceed thencefrom 

Belides too, it oft times happens that even many 
of thofe who by their reading and diligent ferutiny 
have attained the knowledge of the true matter, are 
notwithftanding that ignorant of the true Fire that 
gives Tindure unto that true matter, and therefore 
cannot be mailers of their wiffies and defires. Infi 
nite is the number of thefe and fuch like obffacles 
which impead, and retard the defirous fearchers af¬ 
ter fo great a Work. For many there be that feek, 
but few are they that find. 

Queftion 5. 

Whether or no the Philofophers do fo much differ a- 
Mongft each other , as that one hath prepared that Uni- 
verfal Medicament of this matter , and another of that ? 

An fuser. 

Yea, verily they feemmuch to differ amongftrhem- 


felvcs, not onely as to the external Letter, but their 
Opinions alio that concern the very matter it felfare 
very various and diferepant, bur yet as to the Bafis 
and Fundamentals of the truth, there they are of 
one mind, though one hath prepared his univerfal 
Medicament of one matter, and another of another 
matter, and have each (after the finifhing of their 
Work > deferibed the operation agreeable to theft 
own way of proceeding. 

Queftion 6 . 

Whether or no there are more univerfal matters than 
one, out of which the univerfal Tincture is prepared ? 

Anfwer. 

As far forth as we can gather from the Writings, 
both of the Ancient and Modern Philofophers, they’ 
have not onely ufed divers matters, but alfo’differ- 
ent ways of operation, in the preparing of their 
Tindures: But the Tindure being acquired, each 
had an univerfal Medicine, and was therewithal! 
content, though (I confefs) one Medicine was more 
virtuous and efficacious than another. 

Queftion 7. 

Which of the Metals and Minerals are to he accounted 
of as the true matter of the Stone ? 

Anfwer. 

If you fhould onely mind the lireral fence, the 
Philofophers then leem to know a way of preparing 
their Tindure, not onely out of all the Metals, buc 
even out of the Minerals too : For they have impo- 
fed fo many names upon their matter, calling it one 
while Gold, another while Silver, or Mars, or Sa¬ 
turn, yea and Magnefa, Arfenick, Sulphur, Soot, 
Urine,Blood,Sperm, Menflruum, and I know not how 
many abfurd names, which have feduced the unskil- 
full Searchers into various errours, whereby they 
have bellowed their Labours, and fpent their^Eflates 
upon unprofitable matters, and fo loft both their 
Pains and Charges. 

Queftion 8. 

Whether or not the Tincture may not be extracted as 
well out of fxt Geld and Silver as out of the other imper¬ 
fect Metals, and immature and volatile Minerals, fee¬ 
ing that the Philofophers fay,that all the Minerals and Me¬ 
tals have their original out of one and the fame root, and 
do agree as to their inward Ejfence, the difference that ts 
between them conftfiing onely in the purity or impurity, 
and in the fixity or volatility of them. If therefore the 
pure be but Jeparated from the impure , and Shellfrom the 
Kernel , that Jeparated purity of the imperfell Metals 
will give the fame that the mofi pure Gold and Silver 
will. Nay more, if it were nccef dry it mottght eafily 
be demovfirated, that a true Tinllure, and wholfome 
for both the bodies of Men and Metals, may not onely be 
prepared out of any Metal and Mineral , but even 
out of the Vegetables and Animals themfelves too, and 
and that by reafon of their included Sulphur, which is 
the Father and Original of all the Metals ? 

Anfwer. 

But what need is there of feeking that in far re¬ 
mote 









1+4 


The Fifth Fart of 


mote places, which offers it felf nearer at hand ? 
wifely therefore did the Philofophers rejedt all the 
Vegetables and Animals, and other the like unprofi¬ 
table things, as to the making the univerfal Tinfture, 
they cxprefly advifed us, thatfuch things as you de¬ 
file to reap, you muff fow; and that he that thinks 
with himfelf of bellowing his labours about fuch ope¬ 
rations, inufl begin with thole things that nature 
hath left off ar v and could not advance to a farther 
perfection. And what elfe 1 pray do Artifts feek 
for but Gold and Silver? if fo, then (as the Philofb- 
phers do ferioufly admonifh us) we mult take their 
Seeds and Sow them, if we would Reap a much aug 
mcnted and exalted Crop of Gold and Silver. 

Queftion 9. 

If the cafe jtar.ds thus with thefe labours , as that thofe 
things which are [own, are again reaped in a mtdtiplied 
encreafe, why is not the moji nobie Seed of Gold onely 
Jowtt ? I f bat need is there of adding Silver thereunto 
which there's no appearance (as to the outfide view) of 
any colour. 

Anfwer. 

* 

Although there be not any apparent colour in the 
Silver, vet is it certain that there lies abundance of 
colour therein hidden, which notwithftanding does 
not diflblve it felf before it is unlockt and inverted 
by the labour and help of the true Chymick Art, 
and that its external whitenefs be hidden, and its in¬ 
ternal rednefs be brought forth to light. For veri¬ 
ly a true Tinfture neceflary for the tranfmutation of 
the Metals can never be prepared out of bare fimplc 
Gold, without an addition of Silver thereunto : For 
Silver is the Matrix of Gold, in which, this (as being 
the mafeuline Seed) germinates, grows and multi¬ 
plies its colour. 

Queftion 10. 

This fcents to every body a wonder that a red colour 
fsould alfo lie hidden in white Silver , feeing that there 
are not a few who think that even Gold it felf does not 
contain more of colour than it needs for its own felf. How 
therefore tnttft this be underflood ? 

Anfwer. 

As to this, you muft not at all mind the external 
fhape, but that which lies occultly hidden. The inter¬ 
nal parts of any Seed are not vifible to the fight,as for 
example. A Vegetable Seed prefents you not with 
the fight of any various colours, but when it is com¬ 
mitted to the Earth as to its Matrix, it then fends 
forth firft green Sprouts, then Stalks, then Leaves, 
after which fuccced moll curioufly painted colours, 
that at laft the Seed comes forth with an incredible 
augmentation, all which were not vifible in the bare 
Seed. 

Confider alfo the Egg of any Bird, in which no 
body can difeern any Bird, confining of fuctPdivers 
and various Members, and adorned with fitch deli¬ 
cate Feathers afore the faid Bird is hatcht, the Egg 
being ripened by an external cherifhing heat. 

Queftion 11. 

This fmilitude o f the Seed of aVegctableyntdof a Bird , 
doth not a little enlighten my mind and give me encoura ge¬ 
ment to believe 1 1 do therefore f.rtnly believe that there ts 
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hidden an abundance of colour not onely in yellow Geld 
but alfo in white Stiver it felf too, injtimich that I do 
affnredly perfwade my felf that a corfiant and mefi 
high Tincture may eaftly be prepared cut of Geld and Sti¬ 
ver, and that it is a very d iff cult matter to prepare a 
permanent Ftre brockhig Tmclure cut of the imperfect 
Metals and immature Minerals ^ though they alfo hide 
within their inftde bowels mcjFexquifte colours) by reason 
of:hat imperfection and unnpenefs which they lie tinder. 

Anfwer. 

Your judgment and opinion is true. For although 
the Idler Metals, as alfo the Minerals themfelves coo 
do hide within their bowels, the moft high colours 
and though thofe very colours may eafily be lepara- 
ted from their unprofitable bodies, yet notwirhftan- 
ding there is requiliteto fuch operations a long (pace 
of time, great expence, and hard labour, viz. to 
make fuch Tinftures conftanr, permanent, and 
fixt by the common Fire of Wood and Coals. But 
yet he that knows the fecrct Fire of the Philofophers, 
will eafily give unto fuch Tinctures that conftancy in 
the Fire that is requiftte, which other wife, and bythe 
common Fire, will very difficultly and hardly ever 
be effeded. For example, common water will al¬ 
ways remain water, and therefore will never be 
brought into aftony or metallick nature by the Fire 
of Wood or Coals. But a thing may be eafily redu¬ 
ced unto that which it was before: If an hard Stone 
be turned into pure water, it may be reduced (even 
by the help of the common Fire) out of that fame 
Water into a more pure Stone, and fo is it likewife 
with a Metal, if treated with the fame operation. 

But yet I do not deny but that even any com¬ 
mon water, or any Stone may be changed into a 
Metal, but then I fay, it muft be done by the help, 
not of the common Fire, but of the Fire of the Wife 
Men, by which Fire, even the Waters are wont ro 
be changed into Metals in the Farth: For all Metals 
and all Stones have their rife out of the Water, and 
were at firft Water. Whofoever therefore doth well 
and throughly know this fccrer Fire, which the 
Philofophers have always with their utmoft diigence 
and care concealed, he may work upon all the firft 
beings of Gold and Silver, as common Sulphur 
Mercury, Antimony, Arfenick, Auripigmenr, Co¬ 
bolt, and others of that kind, and tranfmutc them 
into red and white Tinftures. But if he has no- 
knowledge at all of the fame, let him in God's name 
apply himfelf onely to fixt Gold and Silver, and ha¬ 
ving volatilized them, turn them into Water, and 
again turn this fame Water into a fixed Stone, which 
if he brings but to pafs, he enters upon the neareft 
way, and will be a mafler of that which he beftows 
his labour in the fearch of. 

Queftion 12. 

r 

If this be the mofi compendious way of getting the 
Philofophers Tmclure , viz. out of thofe known Metals y 
as fixt GoU and Silvery Jl'by do fome of the Philofophers 
write that their Sol and Lune is not that common and 
well known Gold and Silver , and that as well the Poor 
as the Rich have that Sol and Lune as is theirs, and 
may eafily prepare the Tir.Biire it felf there out of * fo 
that (it Jeems) all fuch as bn fie themfelves in the jearcb- 
ing after that mofi eminent Medicine in the common Gold 
and Silver 7 do extreatrdy err ? 


Anfwer. 
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An fiver. 


Thefe Philofbphcrs that reject the common and 
wail known Gold and Silver, were clearly ignorant 
of the knowledge of making of the Tmfturc out of 
them, which had they hut known and well under- 
frrJ, they would not fb confidently have affirmed 
I'acii a thing in their Writings. But forafmuch as 
they knew but that one way of making the Tindture 
out of the volatile Minerals, and that that way of 
making it with fixt Gold and Silver was unkown 
unto them, they could not mention unto us any o- 
ther way than their own ; whereas though thereare 
not a few of the Philofophers,thaton the other hand 
commend unto us the common Gold and Silver, and 
rejedl all the other Metals. Nor is the number too 
very final!, of fitch as do confcls, that the Tindturc 
may be made of the more imperfect Metals, and vo¬ 
latile Minerals, but yet with this caution, that one 
fubjeit is much eafkr, fpeedier, and better to operate 
upon than another is. 

No Man can all at once dearly know and appre¬ 
hend every thing, and therefore it would be much 
Better for a man to judge oucly of the things he 
knows, and not cenfute the things he is ignorant of, 
that fo the World may not by this means be ftuft 
with fb many Writings which thwart one another. 
Some thereare who perfwadc thcmfclves,that (when 
they do at long run arrive by many turnings and 
windings unto the wifht for placed there is no cer- 
tainer, nor more compendious way than that which 
they took in making their Journey. Hence it is, that 
the Writings of the Philofophers arc fo involved 
with intricate opinions, out of which no body can 
well free himfelf, unlcfs the whole knowledge of na¬ 
ture be opened unto him : But feeing the number of 
fuch is very fmall, therefore it muft of neceflity fol¬ 
low, that they who err are very many, and that 
they who become mafters of the truth, are but a 
very few. 

Qucftion 13. 

If hat therefore is it that is necejfary for us to know, 
or ivh.it things rm:[t ire he Jurnijhed iv it half when ive 
apply cur minds to the fearch of Jo great a fecret ? 

Anfiver. 

Forafmuch as the univerfal Medicine is the gift 
of God, and not of Man, it is hut juft, that thefame 
be fought for at the hands of God, and not of Men, 
who (in one night and by a Dream) can reveal 
thofc rhings, which a Man will not get all his life 
long by his reading of the many intricate Books ex¬ 
tant ; And thus much doth Da vid reach us, faying, 

In vain do you rife up early , and go to Bed loaden with 
cares, for God be foil's his gifts upon thofe that love him, 
even U’hlljl thy Slup. 

Qucftion 14. 

By what means may a gift fo divine be obtained from 
Gcd? 

Anfwsr. 

By daily praying unto him, and bv accompany¬ 
ing your Prayers with daily and d+ligent Labour. 
For Prayers alone wont ferve turn, unlefs the rea- 
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I ding ol good Authours, and continued Labour be 

alfe adjoyned thereunto God reveals his good 
tiling; to mortal Men, by their ferious Prayers, and 
and continual Labours. 

Qucftion i<. 

Are all Aim Jit to hegfo great a gift at God's hands, 
ivhoeut any inference at all, or doth fo great a fecret 
require endy feme particular Mel's Supplications, and 
not admit 1 very cue, as if all ware fitted thereunto ? 

Anfiwer. 

Verity every body is not fit or worthy to be a 
niafter ot the lame For fhould it be granted everv 
one, this fb exquilite an Art, and of fb great a con¬ 
cernment, would become as common as the bakin' 1- 
of Bread, and brewing of Ale, but this is contrary 
to the command of God, who wills nor, that the 
Goat fhould have lb long a 'Fail as the Cow, for Co 
in Pride fhe may fmite out her own Eyes. God well 
knows when, and where to give, and who it is that 
merits fuch great favours. But however this is an 
undoubted truth tli.it the proud fhall never obtain 
anv good tiling at the hands of God. 

Whofocvcr therefore has\idefire after great things, 
let him throughly fearch his heart, and fee ific be 
upright and finccre towards God, or no, and it is ne- 
ceflarily expedient for him well to examine himfelf 
(before he fets about the Labours offb great an Ar¬ 
canum) for this reafon, left it fhould happen to him, 
as it did to that ambitious and proud Gueft, who (as 
Chrift reacheth) fate himfelf down in the' chiefeft 
place of the Feaft, which he was not worthy of, and 
was afterwards conftramcd (to his great fhame* and 
reproach) to yield the feme to a worthier and honef- 
ter Man than himfelf. 

Queftion 16. 

t nm fi fi'th a Man be qualified, that defires to 
obtain from God by his Prayers, fo great a ferret, and 
by his Labours to bring is to a final end .? 

Anfiver. 

Firftofallan Arcanum offb great an importance 
iequires a free Man, and fuch an one as is nor bound 
co any other, nor inrangled with any other humane 
affairs, that fo being in a quiet and filenc pofliture, 
he may by his daily Prayers ftie unto God for his 
Blelling, and may be at leifure continually to read 
good Authours, and to let no time flip wherein his 
Labours are required. Then farther, fuch a Man 
muft likevvife be pious and liberal, and forward in 
helping of the Poor : he muft alfo be noTatler, he 
muff have a good and found mind, and be given to 
temperance and fobriety. He muft not do as die 
roving Mountebank doth, inimuuting himfelf one 
while into this xMan’s Acquaintance, another while 
into that Mans: He muft not be over credulous, 
prefently to believe every ones pretenfion IJe muft 
not mind his foie benefit nor be prone to covetouf 
nefs, and aim atgrafping all unco himfelf. Fie muft: 
not be of an unconftanr mind,butexpe<ftand wair for 
( with a patient and conftant Refolution)tlie end of that 
which his defire inclines him to, and therefore he 
muft not be prefently enraged, or beaffefted with 
a weatilomnefs if it fhould fo happen unto him as not 
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r o have every thing prefently anfwcring his expec¬ 
tation. He does not propofe unto himfelf the get¬ 
ting of great honours in the World, and of havingin 
his hands power and authority, burrather aims at the 
honour of God, and the helping and fuccouring the 
poor lick and diftrefled ones. Farther yet, he muft be 
furnifhed with neceflary means, left he be conftrained 
rhrough the want of Coals, Matcrials,and other necef- 
faries, to leave off the Work he has begun. But he 
muff efpecially h iVdGod always before his Eyes, and 
expert the happy event from him alone, and attribute 
nothing at all ro his own peculiar Wifedom, and be 
daily at his Prayers, and labour without ceafing, 
and with a patient mind wait on the Lord fora fuc- 

cefsfull end. ' 

Briefly he that is ftudious after fuch a fecret, mull: 
fo lead his life, as to walk unblamably both before 
God and Man. 

Queftion. 17. 

Which of thefe two ways is mofi fafe and mofi cafe 
for the attainment of this divine gift, that which makes 
ufe of the common Gold and Silver, or that which ufeth 
the unknown, and as yet volatile Gold of the Phi¬ 
lofophers ? 

A nfwer. 

\ 

You muft know that both ways are good, and 
lead vou on to your wifhed end, if they be but 
rightly and orderly according to Art proceeded 
withall. 

Queftion 18. 

By what means ]hall an unskilfidl beginner , and one 
who is ignorant of fo great an Art, enter upon the right 
way, and not err, whenas he hath not any one to guide 
Urn as it were along by the hand ? 

Anfwer. 

Who lhewed the way unto the other Philofophers 
that were before us > were not all of them (Tome few 
excepted who confefsthat they learned the Art from 
good Friends) conftrained to learn the fame out of 
the Books of the Ancients, and by the divine Re¬ 
velation ? 

Queftion 19. 

I!'here may a Alan f.nd fuch good and well difpofed 
Friends who will Jhew the way to him that is un- 
shlfull > 

Anfwer. 

Such men are wondrous rare, and indeed good 
reafon have they fo to be, and to deal warily and 
wifely in revealing fuch notable fecrets. It is not en¬ 
graven on each Man’s Forehead, whether he be 
good or evil; we rarely meec with any example, 
whereby it hath appeared, that even a Father hath 
difelofed to his Son fb great a fecrec before his death. 
Nay more, if Parents have left ought written for 
their Children at their death; yet hath it been fo 
intricate as that they’ could not do any good on it 
without divine Revelation. And upon this very ac¬ 
count have divers Lch defifted from the work, find¬ 


ing that the Writings which their Parents left thtm 
were fully as hard ro be underftoed as ihofe written 
by other Authours, and which were not penned and 
pubtifhed for the fake of their Children, but for the 
fake of all others in general. 

Queftion ao. 

What ufe are fuch intricate and cbfcure UYitmgs of? 
would it not have been better that they had not Written 
at all ? If they had but onely difelofed the true matter, it 
would ha ve afforded the Jearching inquirers more light, 
and they would have been able more eafily to have appre¬ 
hended the truth ? 

Anfwer. 

No furely, it Would not have been better, if they 
had palfed over fo weighty a thing in filence. Whence 
I pray fhould we their Succeflfours have known, that 
there is fuch an excellent Medicamenc in nature? 
The Books they have written do remove from us 
even every Scruple of doubt, and caufe us to believe, 
that there hath been, is, and may be made fuch an 
univerfal Medicament, if God permits. The reafon 
why they have not jumpr together in difclofing the 
matter of the Stone with one unanimous confent, is 
this, becaufe one ufed this matter, another that, for 
the making of their univerfal Tinrture, and fo each 
of rhem have deferibed the way of making the fame 
after his own way. Hence it is, that one hath de¬ 
livered this manner, but another that hath proceeded 
another way could not give us the fclffame accompc 
of making it juft as the other did, but hath hinted 
unto us onely, the way which lie himfelf ufed. 

The greateft difference is about the matter onely 
of the Stone ; one part of them faith that the com¬ 
mon and fixt Sol and Luna is the matter of the Stone, 
and lays by or rejerts all other Subjerts. Another 
parr affirms that a volatile and an unripe Gold is the 
Mafter of the fame, and that the common Sol and 
Luna aTe to be wholly waved as being unprofitable 
for the matter of the Stone. Moreover the Philofo- 
phers in their defeription of making the Stone menti¬ 
on a dry way and a moift way, a long'way and a 
ffiort way, a common Fire and a fecret Fire, which 
they ufed in the ripening of rheir Tinrtures. And 
now ( on this accompr ) it could not otherwife be; 
but that they ffiou'd publiffi fuch unlike, dubious, 
and thwarting Writings, which have rendred the 
way of finding out the truth fb difficult and intri¬ 
cate, and have led the Lovers of the Art into fuch 
abundance of Errours, and fruitlefs Labours. The 
common Fire 1 wifh, is deftitute of the power of ri¬ 
pening volati'e Gold, and reducingitintoa Tinrture, 
which that fecret Fire, continually burning with its 
flame in the glafs upon the matter of the Stone, is 
able to chert. Now befides the common Fire, there 
muft neceflarily be the aftiftance of the moift Fire, 
which being kindled by the Fire of Coals and made 
efficacious, doth radically conjoin the fixt Gold and 
Silver, brings them unto a volatility, and makes 
them again conftanc in the Fire. This way ( in my 
judgment) is the ffiorteft, eafieft and fateft of all; 
for ic makes the fixt Sol and Luna fpiritual and vola¬ 
tile in three days time, and turns them into the 
Mercury of the Philofophers, which white Mercury 
of the Philofb). hers doth afterwards pafs in one days 
fpace, into the black Lead of the wife men, if a 
fmall Fire be adminiftred thereunto. This Lead be- 
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ing put into its requifire glafs, may ( by the help of 
common Fire ) be reduced ( after its changing of 
Colours ) into a confhmt Tincture. 

And now though the ripe and fixt Gold coft and 
be far dearer than the immature Sol is, yet that's no 
matter, for there needs not a pound of Gold to be 
ufed about the compleating of this work, but haif a 
pound onely, or elfe but two or three ounces, that 
lb the operation may be the Ibor.cr ended. Nor 
will he that (hall once have brought one half Ounce 
unto a due perfection, need fuch a deal of Gold, for 
he wants not Gold any more, wherewith to begin 
the operation a new. And although on the other 
hand i he maturation of the immature Gold by 'the 
fecret Fire doth not require fb much expence as the 
common Gold doth, yet it requires more time for 
its perfection. Bofides too, the moift way is always 
fubjeft to more Cafualty and Hazard, and requires 
a much longer time to bring it to the defired per¬ 
fection. It is therefore at every man's pleafure, to 
choofe which of thefe two ways pleafeth him, onely 
he muft proceed warily and prudently. And if he 
fliould chance to commit fbme Errour once or twice, 
yet will not fitch Errours be of any great detriment 
unto him, if he can but at laft arrive unto the wifht 
for end, and reap the multiplied and manifold Fruits 
of his Crop. Thus much was l willing ( and in¬ 
deed ought ) to communicate of my opinion ( con¬ 
cerning the universal Medicine ) unto the Difciples 
of Hermes, but yet without preferring (or obtru¬ 
ding my thoughts ) upon any one, but leaving every 
one to his own Conceptions 

Mean while I would advife every one not to at¬ 
tempt a thing of fo great a moment, rafhly and in¬ 
considerately, but in the firft place accurately to 
^veigh all things in his mind, as to what may be done, 
and what may nor, left he repent him at laft and 
be quite tired with his fruitlefs Labours. For it is no 
mean flight bufinefs to prepare the true Timture of 
thePhilofophers, neither is it given unto every man 
to have the knowledge and polleflion of fo great a 
Work. 

Queftion ir. 

Would it not be a very convenient thing for two or 
three Friends to joyn their hands together, and help each 
other by their mutual Labour and Expences, and fo eafe 
that trouble which otherwife one alone mujl undergo ? Or 
if any one be fo minded as to attempt the work alone , 
would it not be better for him to get him (ome faith full 
and diligent C per at our, whofe help he might make life of, 
%n the promoting and forwarding of his Operations. 

Anfwer. 

For my part, I would not advife any one to do 
thus. For when a work of fo great a moment is to 
be undertaken, and to be accomplifhed by the com¬ 
mon mutual Ex pence and Labour of others, the 
Affairs are then obnoxious to no fmall hazard, and 
for the moft part come fhort of the hop’d for event, 
by reafbn of the moft different Opinions amongft 
fnen,concerning which the Comoedian laid very right, 
fo many heads fb many opinions, every one hath a 
peculiar fancy. 

Now then, from one defiring this thing another 
that, there can't arife ought elfe but confuted acti¬ 
ons and operations, which are fo far from forward¬ 
ing the work, as that they retard and obftrud the 
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fame. Many Work-men difagreeing amongft them- 
felves, can never build an Houle agreeable to the 
right dimenfionsof building. And therefore it is far 
better for every one to apply himfelf Angle and a- 
lone to the performing offogreata work, and quietly 
to attend upon the fame, and invoke God’s help 
alone, and leave off his expectations from man, a- 
mongft whom fidelity and love, are like the rare Bird 
in the Earth, and as fcarce as a black Swan! Nay 
even the friendfhip of brethren is wondrous rare, 
and ( which is worft of all ) the borid of friendfhip 
* s too often broken afunder betwixt Parents and 
Chi’dren. The golden Alphabet doth likewife in its 
beginning teach us the very fame, faying, truft in 
<aod oncly, and in him place thv hope, givenot any 
cred it to the promifes of man, God onely is faithfully 
fidelity isbanifhed out of the World. 

Tis fufhciently evident, what kind of doings 
there is in the Courts of great men.you’l there find a, 
3> 4> or more ChymicalOperatours bufily imployed 
about making the Philofophcrs Stone, for they Seek 
after nothing lefs, but yet by reafbn of their igno¬ 
rance, they effeft but very little or nothing at all, 
for the main thing that ‘they mind is to ftrut it 
bravely out in their Silks and gay Apparel, and to 
have their Tables furnifhed with plenty of various 
Difhcs, and generous Wines and Drinks, whereby’’ 
they may ftutf their Bellies; and this is clearly tefti- 
fied by daily experience: and as for taking to ones 
felf an Operatour, that is more hazardous "than the 
other, where the work is attempted by a confede¬ 
racy, at their common mutual Expences and Labour. 
For feeing you cannot make an infpedion into any 
man's heart, whereby to know what Monfter he 
there cherifheth, and what good or evil he has hid¬ 
den in the infide of his hearr, y r ou cannot poffibly 
promife your felf any certainty of his taciturnity or 
fidelity, and therefore plainly ignorant muft you 
needs be whether the man you would take to ailifl; 
you be faithfull and no tatler. Verily even the 
common Labour cannot be committed to fuch men 
without hurt and damage, but great Arcana’s can¬ 
not be left to their care without allured lofs of all. 
Tis wondrous rare to find a Servant fb faithfull, who 
( after he hath flily gotten the knowledge of one 
or two Secrets though but trifling ones too ) does 
not prefently perfwade himfelf, that now he's a 
skilfull Artift enough, and no longer needs the in- 
ftruddions and inanududtions of any other. Thefe 
kind of perverfe men being by thus ( evilly perfwa- 
ding themfelves ) feduced, are prefently’ wont fe- 
cretly to withdraw themfelves, or if haply they do 
ftay yet longer with their Mafter, they behave 
themfelves fo malepertly and unmannerly,as that they 
fpoil the things committed to their Charge merely 
to accomplifh this end that their Mafter may difmifs 
them. If therefore you will not wink at and futfer 
them to fpoil and deftroy, by their faucy regardlefs 
Labours the things they have under their hands, 
but are conftrained to put away thefe moft ungrate- 
full and plainly unmindfull men of the benefits they 
have received, yet will they not acquiefce here with 
an honeft difmiffionand parting, but will every where 
gnaw and wound thy good name by abundance of 
reproachfull Stories, as being now thus opiniated 
that they far excel you, their Mafter in Wifdom, 
Skill and Knowledge. But yet I except in this place 
thofe Servants that are honeft, pious and diligent, 
and that love vertue, and make a confidence of dieir 
wavs. For the Devil has not got the poflefilon of 
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all men’s heart?, for there are fome Chvmical Ope- 
ratours to be found who arc lb faithful! unto their 
Matters, as that cou’d they of a farthing make a 
Florin for their Matters, they would moft cheerfully 
do it. Bur vet thefe men are fo very rare, that 
fcarcc one in ren can be found that you may give credit 
to, and trutt. And mv own thirty years experience 
hath taught me, and therefore I tell you no more 
than what my felfhave to my own detriment expe 
rienccd. Read but what Vwacclfius hath written of 
thefe perfidiousTvnaves, amongft other things he con 
fefleth, that thirteen of his Servants came under the 
Hangman’s lafh, and that of them all he found but 
one Vaithfull, ( and that was Operhists ) and yet he 
(after Farace/fus his death) did manifettly enough 
bewray his difltmulanon and unfaithfulnefs ; for he 
did nor onely load him with reproaches, but alfo 
published flanderous Writings of him. This is the 
rhankfulnels the World is wont to repay for the 
good that is done it, fhun therefore fuch as thefe 
the moft you can, for they neither fearing God nor 
reverencing men, make no matter at all of either 
oppofing the moft apparent truths, or of defending 
it by moft manifeftand evident Lies. And although 
the malicious wickednefs of a man, be not prefently 
known, yet notwithftanding it bewrays it felt by 
the flandetous reproachfull lies, with which it re¬ 
quites the good turns done him by his Neighbour. 

Thus much 1 judg'd worth while to communicate 
to all the Difciples of the Hermetick Art, that fo 
they may learn to beware of thefe kind of Harpies. 

Queftion 11. 

Seeing it is net good to enter into fricndfhip or con fort- 
fhipwith ethers , in order to the attempting fo great a 
work: And feeing a man rims a greater hazard in taking 
to himfelf an unknown Opcratcur, haply it would be the 
bt ft way to feck after fome particular Medicament which 
may be ferviceable for the benefit of both high and low , 
and which may net onely prove helpfull unto the poor , but 
alfo by which a nccefjary Suftenance may be found even 
among ft the rich , and jo by this means may a man lead 
a quia life. 

A ttfiver. 

This advice or determination I confefs feems far 
better and more fafe than the two former, but even 
this too needs a provident warinefs, viz,, if a man 
fhould haply ( by his ledulous fearch ) acquire the 
knowledge of fome eminent and excellent Medica¬ 
ments, he muft take heed left by prefently making 
every one partaker of the feme, he pulls damage 
on his own head For "iis-an ufual cuftom amongft 
wicked men to endeavour ( alloon as they find any 
one gifted by God with fuch a blelling ) to get it 
out of the breaft of the Pofl'efibur of the fame, by 
moft cunning Subtilties, and promife even golden 
Mountains, and fiich as they are never able to per¬ 
form. And if once thou lct'ft the Art pafs but out 
of thy hands and come within the Clutches of other 
men, thou may'ft well fear in the firft place left it 
fhould be made publick, and fb thy felf be deprived 
of the benefit of the fame, though they whom thou 
haft rrufted with the fame have bound their credit 
with the firmeft obligations imaginable, and this 
now is to be nnderftood of fitch men from whom 
fiacli bonds as they call them may be demanded. 
But as for the great ones that are wont to give onely 


their words ( and ftand upon that) when they have 
got any Arcanum, they are wont to deliver it to 
their Chymical Operatours to make, for themfelves 
are partly ignorant of Chymical Operations, and 
partly fet not their own hands to work; if their 
Operatours be skilFull in Chymical Operations and 
bring the fame to the expected end, jou fhall be 
prefcnted with fome final! reward, and even of this 
too will he ( whofe charge the prcfenting of it is 
committed unto ) keep to himfelf the better half. 
This now is done unwittingly to their Mafters, and 
who dares inform them of fuch deceitfull Servants, 
and purchafe to himfelf the envy and hatred of the 
Courtiers'* And fb thofe who arc commanded to 
bring t’nce good fwcet Milk, do themfelves firft rake 
away the fweet far Cream, and then bring thee the 
four Whey. But if for themore furety, thoufendeft 
any Servant that may be there at the peifeding of 
the Operations, he will ( if faithfull fatisfie rhee ; if 
not, he will prefent thee with as much of the reward 
as himfelf plealeth. Thus hath it hapned unto me, 
for 'mongft other Servants 1 have had fuch, that in 
their Cups have impudently boafted of fuch kind of 
theft, and have prevented me of a prefent or two 
that belonged unto me, and have made themfelves 
merry therewithal!. 

Thefe and other fuch like inconvencies are wont 
to happen tiprn the revealing of Arcanums , though 
they fhould fully anfwer the expectation of thofe 
whom they are revealed unto. But if it fhould hap¬ 
pen that thofe Chymical Operatours fhould by rea- 
fon of their ignorance commit fome Errour in their 
Labour, or fhould have no mind to the work as be¬ 
ing a little more troublefome than ordinary, fearing 
left the Sparks of rhe Coals fhould light upon their 
Silken Garments, and that their hands fhould be 
defiled with the blacknefs of the Coals, they pre¬ 
fently perfwade their Lords, that the Arcanum which 
was thus revealed is falfe, and that you are a cheat 
and a mere vapour, and fo they do not onely rob 
thee of thy good name, but do likewife by their 
fraudulent and lying tricks deceive their Mafters af¬ 
firming thofe things to be falfe, which notwithftan¬ 
ding are moft certainly true. Several Letters! have 
by me,written unto me from fuch Court Operatours, 
in which they confefs that they have wrought up (or 
made) thofe Arcanums ( which were fenr them) not 
without goodSuccefs, andthar therefore they would 
defire yet greater ones than thofe : but vet they 
have afterwards fpread obroad a falfe report, and 
(aid that they never could receive any benefit by 
them at all. And that fruit or reward which was due 
unto me for my difeovery, themfelves intercepted, 
fome got them fat Offices, others were gifted with 
Nobility and Money. And fb indeed is it an ufual 
thing for thofe that drefs the Vines, and prefs the 
Grapes and make the Wine, to be ( by a forc'tput) 
content with the Husks, whilft the idle and fuch as 
work not, drink up the Wine. Far better is it there¬ 
fore, for every one to prefs out his own Grapes. 
By this means will a man know what is his, what 
he has, and what he does, whereby he may ufe his 
own things as bell: likes him. Now then well may 
the man that knows many Secrets be deterred by the 
fo many and fuch adverfe Chances, from making 
others partakers alfo of the fame, and well may he 
efteem it much better to enjoy the few things God 
hath beftowed on him, with a quiet mind, than to 
expert many things (but with a great deal ofdanger) 
from others. 

And 
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Anti thus much (hall fuffice to have been premifed 
by way of Afiefitons and Anfwers. Now follows the 
ufeof (ome eminent Arcanums and incomparable Me¬ 
dicaments, which have been mentioned in the Books 
1 laft publifhed, one of which treats of occult Fires, 
and the othec contains three Dialogues. 


Of the Lyon , or of the Blend of the Lyon , or Gold, how 
it is to be prepared, and to he mofi profitably nfed as 
well in Medicine as in other Arts. 

A S concerning the way of preparing this Bloud 
of Gold, it is already deferibed in the firft Dia¬ 
logue, and its adjoyned Corollary, infbmuch that 
there needs no fuller declaration in this place. But 
yec you are to know that I have mer with ; fince the 
writing the firft Dialogue) a far eafier and more com 
pendious way of converting or turning any Gold, 
even in a moment, into Bloud , by the help of our 
occult Sal Armoniack. Bur this Bloud is not to be 
uled in Medicine, as it is per fie, becaufe of the Sal 
Armoniack , which tranfmutes the Gold and changeth 
it into Bloud. For thefe (harp Saline and Corrofive 
Spirits are unprofitable, and hurtfull in Medicine, 
and are therefore to be feparated from the Gold, 
which is done by the pouring on of common Water 
or Rain water, which imbibes the Spirits of the Salts, 
and precipitates the moft red Powder of the Gold to 
the bottom of the Veil'd. This Powder muft be well 
wafh’r by (everal waters, and be well freed from all 
its faltifhnefs ; which being (o freed, may (by the 
addition of (ome Cordial Water) be reduced to the 
confidence of a Sy rup, and fo kept; the Dole where¬ 
of may be augmented or diminifhed according to the 
condition of the fick, and the difeafe. But common¬ 
ly (b much of this Golden Bloud is fufficient as ferves 
to tinge a fpoonfull of Wine, Ale, or other Vehicle, 
with a red Colour. It is ulefull in all difeafes in which 
the Heart needs (Lengthening. But efpecially it al¬ 
lays the immoderate Flux of Bloud both in Men and 
Women, and cures rhe Gonorrhea, Leprofie, and 
French Pox, if the Body (hall be purged with due 
Purging and Sudorifick Medicaments. It heals thofe 
Puftules in the Skin, the Nofe, and other places of 
the Face if outwardly anointed with a Feather (eve¬ 
ral times a da}'. For it drys vehemently, and makes 
the Skin it felf fair and fmooth. And therefore uporp 
this account it is exceeding profitable for Women 
that have naturally pale Faces and Lips, for being 
laid on, it changeth the palenefs into a comely and 
natural Colour, efpecially if a little white Oil made 
of Talk be thereto admixed, to temper and allay that 
moft red Colour of the Gold, and ir likewife is a moft 
delicate Fucus for fuch Women whole Faces are not 
onelv pale, but allb dyed with a duskyifli or yellow 
Colour, and bv means of this Coftmetick or Fucus 
may they paint their Faces of a natural Colour. For 
no Fucus may compare with this, for it is (o commo 
dious and durable that it cannot be diftinguifhed or 
known, nor be corrupted as others are, which being 
done with Vinegar, lowre Wine, Lemon-juyce and 
fuch like things do prefently, by a breathing on them, 
turn into a filthy Colour,and bewray a painted Face. 
For this Golden Bloud is fo very conftant, and doth 
fo keep its moft curious Colour, as that it remains fafe 
from all injury of the Elements. 

Furthermore, this Bloud ( before ir is freed from 
its Saline Spirits ) tingeth the Hair,Skin, Wool, Bone:\ 
of Beafts, and Feathers of Birds, with a moft delicate* 


purple Colour ; which palling into a rednefs, is fo 
conftant, as that no (harp Waters can corrupt ir, and 
therefore it is tar beyond all other purple Colours, 
what name foever called by, and worthily may it 
be accounted for a kingly Colour. 

It would be too long to reckon up in this place 
its various other ufes: It ferves in Medicine for the 
tinging of clivers Confeclions and Cordial Waters, 
which Colour is much nobler, and more profitabls 
than thole wherewith Confcftio Alkcrmes and Cod 
dial Waters are wont to be tinged. ’ I'is evident tPl:t 
the Colour ot Gold doth rather benefit than hur? the 
Sick, which if the (aid Confections or Cordial Wa¬ 
ters are coloured withall, they become the fairer, and 
they are rendred yet more delicate, if rhe Atoms of 
Goid, being thereunto adjoyned, fly about in the 
Wine or Water like fo many very fmall Stars. For 
it to an Aq. I ira, which is already tinged with the 
Bloud of Gold, a little of the (aid Atoms be admixt, 
they will fhine out of that delicate purple Colour, 
like the moft bright Aurora (or day-break) in the 
Heavens. This is a moft excellent way of making 
Aq. Hi As, for the Atoms of the Gold are (o very 
fubtile, as that they eafily admit of concodion and 
digeftion by the heat of the Stomach, and emit their 
Virtues, which thofe common Gold leaves which are 
mixt with Confeclio Alkcrmes , Aq. Vitas, and fuch 
like compofitions oncly for ornaments fake, doe noc 
doe : And therefore they are no ways comparable 
to thofe Atoms of ours. Tis no fmall trivial matter 
that I difclofe unto you, and verily it would be well 
worth the while for the Apothecaries (hops of noble 
men to efteem highly of the fame: And as for whac 
and how great things may farther be done with this 
fame Tindure of Gold, as to the Mctallick matter 
may be found in the firft Dialogue. 


An e a fie way of making and preparing the Atoms of 
Gold. J 

D Iflblve an Ounce and an half of Gold in ftrong 
Spirit of Salt, or if you arc not furniflied with 
this Spirit, then dilTolve the > fame in common Aq. 
Reg. and pour upon the Solution one pound or two 
of Rain water, whereto is admixr about one pound 
of Rhenifh Wine, mix them altogether in a glafs, and 
(hake them well, and (hut the glafs clofe that no duft: 
fall therein, let it by for (ome days in a warm place 
that fo the Gold may precipitate out of the Water, 
and fettle to the bottom of the Veflel in the likened 
of tnoft curious fmall Stars. But if all die Gold (hall 
not be precipitated in this time, fet then the Glafs in 
a B, and let the Solution boil a while; then when ic 
is again cool, fet by the Veflel fbme-where that the 
Gold may fettle, which being difTolved into Atoms, 

( and the Water and Wine poured neatly off) is to 
be taken out of the Glafs, and to be often wafh’c 
with pure water : So fhall you have the Atoms of 
Gold, which you may lafely make ufe of in Medi¬ 
cine. 

N. R. But you are to note, that it is impoftible 
for the Gold to be by thus proceeding fb difTolved as 
for nothing at all thereof-to remain in the dilTolving 
water. And therefore ’tis neceflary that you fepa* 
rate the refidue of the Gold out of the water by pre¬ 
cipitation. And in my other Writings will you meet 
with feveral ways of feparating the fame. Thefe 
moft fine and fubtile Atoms of Gold may yotf 
alfo make ufe of with moft notable profit even in o- 
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ther Chymical operations, concerning which you 
will find clear inftruftions in other places of my 
Writings 

And forafmnch as I here make mention of a molt 
excellent ,-.<7. Vita, it feems in my Judgment necella- 
ry and profitable to add here a full delcription of the 
fame, together with the ufe thereof. 

Iff be way of making a Golden At], Vita?, and fetch as 
"hrnever as yet bath been deferibed and publijhed unto 
hs by any Pbyjieian. 

T Akeof the belt and purefl Salr-petre,and of white 
and pure Tartar, each one pound, of yellow 
Sulphur half a pound, make thefe matters into Pow¬ 
der, and having well mixr them, put them into a 
Crufible, and by putting thereunto a live Wood coal, 
kindle them, that they may take fire and burn up, 
and leave a yellow niafs behind in the Crufible ; 
which being molten in the fire, and turned forth into 
a Mortar, "will give you a fiery fulphureous Stone, 
hiring the tongue by reafon of its fharpnefs. Now 
whillt it is yet warm, powder it, for it prefently at¬ 
tracts (when cool) humidity out of the Air,,and 
admits not of pulverization. Being powdered, pour 
thereupon two or three pounds of the beft Spirit of 
Wme, and fet it bv in a cold place for fome days, 
but with this provilo, that you daily (hake or ifir 
your matter in the Veil'd with the Spirit of Wine : 
By this means will the Spirit of Wine attrad a rec 
Tindure out of the Sulphur, and will withall acuate 
it felf with the Salt, by the Calcined Tartar, then 
filter this Spirit of Wine by Cap paper or a Filter, as 
they call it, a<d draw otf two third parts by diftilla- 
tion in a B, that fo you may have your Spirit again, 
but of a very p'ealing raff and finell , which it gets 
out of the Sulphur, as out of the Center of all 
odour. 

This Spirit of Wine, having the following Spices 
and Flowers deeped therein,and being again diftillcd 
oft in a B, will give rhec an efficacious Cordial Spirit 
of Wine, which laid Spirit you may colour red, with 
the TinCture of the Gold, and by the appofition of 
as much of the Atoms of the Gold as is diffident, 
make it Auieous. Now as much as there fhall be 
in quantity of this fame Spirit, you may thereto af¬ 
terwards add fo much fweet volatile Spirit ol Gold, 
as will allay the overmuch heat of the (aid Vinous 
Spiiir. But that this yet overmuch heat may be yet 
more allayed, and that the ftrong odour it felf of 
the Aureous Spirit may be correCled , you may 
therein difiolve about fome four ounces of Sugar- 
candy beaten into fine Powder, and this will make 
this ti uely Aureous A <7 Vita mod fweet. This mod 
incomparable Aq. Vita: may be ufed in all the Sick- 
nefies of. the Body mod fafely and mod profitably 
where the Vital Spirits the Heart and Brain need 
drengthening. For the Aromatical Spirit of Wine 
doth even per fe corroborate the Vital Spirits, and 
now the Spirit of Gold makes it more potent and ef¬ 
fectual, and the Atoms of the Gold too, doth ren¬ 
der it yet more vertuous, infomuch that this ylq. 
Vitte bears away the Bell from all others, nor can a 
better and more powerfull be prepared. For not 
onely the red TinCture of the Gold, but likewife 
even the Gold it felf being thus turned into Atoms, 
is conlirained to undergo the concoCtion and digedi- 
on of the Stomach of Mankind.- And therefore 


where Vis ufed, the Excrements are generally black, 
which could not be if the Gold pad forth again un- 
digefted. Seeing therefore it is an undoubted truth, 
that it is thus overcome and fubdued by the Sto¬ 
mach’s digedion, it cannot be but that by its mod 
wholfomc operation it mud needs prove helpfull to 
the fick body. Belides too, I think it not amifs to 
tell you, that the very Excrements ( fave your pre¬ 
fence) of thofe fick Patients that daily make ufe of 
this Aej. Vitte, are not to be thrown away, for they 
will even yet afford fome final] benefit, if they are 
laid to the roots of Vines to dung them with, lor it 
will make the Vines produce fuch Grapes as have 
their Stones fpcckled with little Golden Stars, as my 
felf have tried And perhaps fomething of greater 
moment may be efteCled in the Metallick trade by 
fuch kind of Excrements, though I confefs Vis need- 
efs, feeing good may be done upon them by other ' 
ways. 

The Spices and Flowers which are to be ex¬ 
tracted by the atorefatd Alcolizated Spi¬ 
rit of Wine, and to be ufed in the Aqua 
Vita. 

T Ake the Flowers of the Lilly of the Valley three ounces. 
Of Red Rofes, Ctnamon, Mace , Cardamoms, Bo¬ 
rage , Rofemary, Sage, Lavender, two ounces, of Am- 
bergreaje. Musk, a fern pie. All thefe Flowers frefit 
gathered are to be put, with the dry Spices, into the Spirit 
of Vine, and are to be therein macerated, and then di- 
filled. If you can't get frejh Flowers, you rnuft even 
content your felf with dried ones, but yet the JreJh-gathe- 
redare better if they can be had. 

The Ufe of the Univerfal Medicament deferibed in my 
Jecond Dialogue. 

T HE vertue and efficacy of this Medicament is 
of fuch a large extent, as cannot be comprehen¬ 
ded nor apprehended by humane underftanding. Ic 
is prepared of the immature, and as yet volatile, and 
not fire brooking Mineral, called by the Philofophcrs 
the Magnejia of Saturn. 

When this black Mineral is purged from all grofs 
impurity, and reduced into a 1110ft white and delicate 
Colour, and is in the form of a raoft delicate, fine, 
bright, and very ponderous Powder, it may be ufed 
with notable benefit about the curing of the moft 
grievous difeafes. It cafts forth out of the Body of 
Man all hurtfull things, and that both by a viiible 
and invifiblc operation, freeing and purging it of all 
hurtfull and ill humours, beyond all other Medica¬ 
ments, what name foever diftinguifh’t by. It fhews 
incredible Venues in a very little Dofe, infomuch 
that there hath not been found hitherto any Medi¬ 
cament, which beine; exhibited in fo fmall a quan¬ 
tity, hath fhown fuch incredible efficacy. And al¬ 
though Antimonial Medicines are notably vertuous, 
and caufe every one to wonder at them, as appears 
by my Golden Panacaa, and my Pannex a of Anti¬ 
mony , which for this twenty years fpace have 
been famous all over Europe, yet can they not be 
in any cafe compared to this Univerfal Medica¬ 
ment. 


1. For 




















Part IX. 


the Spngyricai Difpenfatory. 


151 


1. For firft of all, they are far infcriour in 
virtues ro this, for one grain-of this will do more 
than two, three, or four grains of the ocher can 

effect 

2. Secondly, this is heavier and more ponderous 
than the others, for one ounce of this will lie in 
lefs room than three, four, or five times as much of 
my Antimemal, or of my golden Panned;,!, and 
therefore is it much eafier and more commodious 
to be taken by the Sick. 

; Thirdly, this is alfo to be preferred before the 
ot hers if you confider them as to taftand fmcll, for 
this hath neither odour nor tail, whereas that Anti- 
inonial and the golden Panacaa have always fome 
odour and taft of the Salts, and for that reafbn do 
breed a naufeatc and loarhing in the Sick if often 
ufed. 

Therefore I have determined with my felf to fub- 
flitute this univerfal Medicament, in the room of 
my Panactcj made of Antimony, and the rather for 
this reafon, becaufe Deceivers and Cheaters have 
made a red Powder of Antimony, and perfidioufly 
fold the fame for my Panacea ; but now this de¬ 
ceit of theirs mud end, for they will 'never be 
able by all their deceitful! imitations to counterfeit 
this ponderous Medicament void both of fmell and 
talk. 

As for the Dole of this Medicament, there muff 
care be had rhat (carce one quarter part fo much of 
it, be adminiftred as is wont ro be of my Yanacaa 
of Antimony There muft fcarce be given the tenth 
or twelfth part of one grain at one time, to fuch In 
fants as are under fix Months old, and which are 
afflicted with the Epilepfieor Convulfions, the Small 
Pox or Meafels, the beavers or fuch like Difeafes 
To fuch as are upwards of fix Months, even to 12, 
13, or 24 Months old, an 8th. 6th. or 4th. part of 
a grain may be adminiftred, to fuch as are 2, 5, 6, 
8, or 10 Years old, | or f part of a grain may be 
given. To fuch as are upwards of 10, even to 20 
years old,| a grain,or | or at urmoffbut 1 whole grain 
may be adminiftred. Thole thar are between the 
20th. or 50th. Years of their age,may ufe 1 grain or 1 
gr. and 5, nor muff they exceed 2 grains at molt From 
the 50th year, all the reft of their age even to their 
lives end, the Dole of this univerfal Medicament is 
to be again lelfencd, for old age is not able to brook 
fo much as youth, and as a Man in the prime of his 
years can. But however you may adminifter this 
lb notable an univerfal Medicament to every age, 
plcafuntly, fafely, and without any danger at all, if 
a due Dofe be but oblcrved : Infomuch thar you 
need not fear to adminifterthefame even to Women 
with Child. But yet the Idler half parr of the Dofe 
which other Men ufe is enough for them. In Fea- 
vers it muft be given afore the Fit, in the Plague as 
foon as it’s felt and afterwards too, in the Dropfie 
once(or if thar one Dole be not fufficient) twice every 
month; in the Gout and Stone twice a Week ; in 
the Leprofie, French Pox, and fuch like Difeafes as 
arife from the impurity of the Bloud, thrice a Week, 
in obftrudlions cf the Milt, Liver, Mel'encery, once 
a Week ; in the Epilepfie, Madnefs, and other pre¬ 
ternatural allefts of the Head, let it be given twice 
a Week, and this folong till the evil be quite remo 
vcd. Theatfefts oftheChollick will need a Dofe 
every day before they ceafe. This is the manner of 
curing the aforefaid Difeafes of the Body and all o- 
thers, by the help of this univerfal Medicament. 
Which being ufed inwardly performs things incredi¬ 


ble, and doth likewife work admirably in all dange¬ 
rous wounds, open or running Sores, as well o'.d as 
new, the Cancer, Fiftula, and the like. 

Being inwardly taken once in eight days it con- 
fumes all untoward Salt Humours, and hindersthem 
from running to the Woundsor Sores,and making them 
by thar means worfe and more dangerous. Bur yec 
you muff likewife apply externally excellent Balfams 
and Emplaifters, fuch as are mentioned in my third 
Century, chat Co the Woundsand Ulcers being duely 
purged, -may admit of help by ihe applied Remedies 
and be the more eafily cured. 

This alfo is to be confidered in the ufingof this 
Medicament, the Sick is to lie in his Bed four or five 
hours at leaf! after he harh taken it, nor muft he ei¬ 
ther eat or drink all that time, and he muft abide all 
that day in Bed, or at leaft in his Chamber, for the 
avoiding of the Air, nor muft he fleep afore the Me¬ 
dicament harh finifht its operation. 

The Vehicles which it is to be mixr with, and to 
be taken in, are Wine, Ale, the warm Broath of 
Flefh, Syrups, Conferees of Roles, frefh Butter, roaf- 
ced Apples, and fuch like. Neither is it amifs to 
make a light Supper, and feed upon eafily digeftable 
Food, and which may make the Stomach more apt 
and fit for purging, the night afore you are ro take 
the Medicine the next morning: And thole are 
Prunes, Ravfons, and other fitch like Food, as by 
their laxative property make the tough and vifeous 
humours flippery and loiter; when the operation is 
over, the fick Patient is to avoid hard meats and 
ftrong drinks, nor muft he prefently fluff his Sro- 
mach therewithal!, bur rather ufe much temperance 
the next day after his purgation, and feed onely upon 
the Broaths of Herbs, as Chervil, Fennel, Spinach, 
and the like, whereby the Medicament may operate 
the more eafily, but ic will yet more readily perform 
its operation, if juft at your adminiftring it you add 
a Drachm of puie white powdered Tartar, and boil 
it with a Drachm of Sugar, or (which is better) 
fome Manna, in fome pure clean Water, and fo 
drink it warm, which find potion following after 
your Medicament firft taken, is wont well to purge 
and cleanfe the Scomach and Inteftines. 

And this is the ufe of our Mineral Medicament 
which if you do but accurately regard, there will no 
errour be committed, and the (aid Medicament will 
(by its laudable operation) abundantly fatisfie every 
ones defires. But we have now faid enough of this 
incomparable Medicament in the form of a Powder. 
Bur if this Powder be reduced, by melting it into 
fmall Stones of the colour of Milk, it then requires 
another way of ufing it. If therefore you would ufe 
one of the faid Scones, inftcad of the aforefaid Pow¬ 
der, and purge and free the Body hereby from all 
hurtfull humours, you muft then put ic for fome 
hours in a fpoonfull of Wine, and fo drink otF the 
Wine, and it will effeft the fame operation, that the 
Powder is wont to do. But vet you muft be wary 
in the ufe of thefe Stones, that you do not waft and 
fpend the ftrength of the Sick fomuch, but that there 
may be but juft as much as is requifice for them, and 
as they can bear. But when their ftrength is fipenr, 
you muft put in a greater or Idler Stone into the 
Wine to be imbibed ; but an Infanr is notfo ftrong, 
nor can bear lo much as a ftrong Man can, whofe 
ftrength is far greater. It is therefore neceflary that 
thofe, who defire happily ro cure the Difeafes of 
mankind by the help of thefe Stones do (tor the firft 
time) leave one of thefe Stones one, two, or three 
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hours in the Wine, and then heedfully mind the o- 
perarion of the (aid Wine when drunk off. If the 
operation be to his mind, he may always obferve 
that length of time, as it lay in the faid Wine. If 
the operation be lefs than what you would have it 
be, it may lie longer ; if ftronger and greater than 
what you would have it, it muft he lels while in 
the Wine , and thus by this provident forecaft 
mav you lb order ir, as to have it juft to your 
mind. 

Now, although the ufe of this Medicament in the 
form of a Stone be far better than ufingitin the 
form of a Powder as being more pleafant, and more 
gratefull, yet notwithftanding it is better for him 
that cannot lo accurately obferve the ufe of the fame, 
to make ufe of the Powder it felf, that (o they may 
be the furer of what they do. But they that do 
know the way of ufmg the faid Stones, they need 
not ufe the body of the Powder, foralmuch as they 
who drink that Wine wherein the Stones are mace¬ 
rated, may have the fruition of the virtues alone, 
without the corporeity. Thofevery Stones too,though 
they are feveral times fteeped in the Wine, do not 
( Iconfeft) lofe their virtues, butyer they grow left 
efpeciallv if (for the ftronger purgations lake) they 
are boiled in the Wine which is poured upon them, 
for the boiling diminifficrh its little body, and lefiens 
the Stone And thefe arc the diretftions which con¬ 
cerns the ufe both of the Stones, and of the Powder 
it felf, in the taking away and purging out all the 
hurtfull and evil humours in Man's Body, both in 
youngand old. 

The body therefore being fufficiently purged by 
our laid univerlal Medicament, it will be expedient 
(for the prevention of a relapfe) to obferve a due 
Dyer, and to hold fuch a Stone in their mouths a 
quarter or half an hour every day, which will at¬ 
tract unto it felf not a little vicious tough moifture, 
out of the Brain and Stomach, which you are to 
fpir out lo often, and lo long, untill there flows no 
more plenty of warerifhneft into the mouth. This 
attraction will much eale the Brain and Stomach, 
and free it from noxious obftructions, and will take 
away the preternatural Appetite and Thirft, and 
lo may a Man expeft his Dinner without any pre¬ 
ternatural Appetire. Por when the internal Veflels 
of the Body of Man, as the Spleen, the Liver, the 
Mefentery, are obftrufted with rough humours, and 
the Stomach it felf is ftuft with thefe obltruftions, 
intomuch that for lome hours after his rifing our of 
his Bed, he js ufually troubled with a preternatural 
Hunger and Thirft, and with a debility and faint- 
neft of his Members ; many think that thefe incon- 
vcnicncies can be averted by Pood and Drink, but 
they arc out. For experience teacheth that the weak- 
rels of fuch Men is increafed by eating and drinking 
a little, fo far is it from being capable of being re¬ 
moved and taken away by fuch means. 

From whence it is clearly manifeft that that 
weakneft is not to be imputed to the want of meat 
and drink, but rather to the obftructions of thofe 
inward Veflels, which hindring the paflage of the 
Viral Spirit to the Nerves, which it ought to 
ftrengthen, doth of neceflity caufe fuch a debility 
and weakningof the Members, and begets in the 
Stomach a preternatural Appetite. If therefore 
fuch obftruClions be by little and little taken away 
by the daily ufe of thefe Stones, lb that thofe tough 
humours cannot encrcafe, it muft ncceflarily follow, 
that the Difeafe muft give place by little and little 


too, and be diminifhed and. confequently the former 
good health muft follow with a prolongation of the 
Life. 

The Stomach therefore being beiet with fuch 
tough and Melancholy humours, it cannot poflibly 
be that they fhould fo very eafily be expelled, but 
Vis beheovefull, that the Wine wherein the Stone 
hath been boiled be drunk, and fo caft them forth : 
And that Stone may be afterwards held in the mouth 
(according to the aforementioned way) for conferva- 
tion fake of health. But if it fliould happen that 
thofe tough humours of the naufeare and weak Sto¬ 
mach, and thofe clammy obftru&ions of the Vefiels, 
and that preternatural Hunger and Thirft fliould 
not be taken away by this way of healing ; ’tis align 
that all thefe inconveniencies have a deeper rooting 
and cannot be thoroughly removed by the faid Me¬ 
dicaments. And therefore fuch Remedies as are 
ftronger and more powerfull are to be made ufe of^ 
which may (often thofe tenacious humours of the 
Stomach, may incide them, and caft them our, and 
may unlock all the obftruiftions of the body, and 
open the paflages of the Vital Spirit, to enter unto 
all the Members, and may ftrengthen the weakned 
Stomach,whereby it may be capable ofconcofting the 
meats it takes, with a laudable digeftion, and gene¬ 
rate good and laudable bloud. 

Forafmuch therefore as (uch an efficacious Me¬ 
dicament as is fit to take away all the obftruftions of 
the inward Bowels, and Vefl'els, and to corroborate 
a weak Stomach, is to be found but with a very 
few, it hath feemed good unto me, to reveal at pre- 
fent fuch a Medicament (for the fake of mankind) 
and which is lo efficacious a Remedy, as I dare 
boldly affirm the like thereof hath not for above 
thefe hundred years laft paft been in the hands 
of any Phyfician, but was found out by my felfby 
divine inftinft, and which 1 here publifh with a 
willing mind. 

The F reparation thereof is as follows. 

T AKE of new and ftrong finelling Mjrrb, and 
of the pureft and cleared Aloes, and of the 
beft Engliffi Sajfron , of each one, two, or three oun¬ 
ces. Beat them all into Powder, and pour there¬ 
upon the ftrong, operative, and ‘volatile Spirit of 
Mars, (of which 1 have made mention in my Book 
of Fires) anddilfolve as much thereof as will diflolve, 
to the Solution add a little of m y J'ecret Ferment, 
which will prefently caufe it to ferment. Now be¬ 
fore the putting your ferment thereunto, you muft 
have an Alembeck or Head ready at hand, and 
Paper and Paft wherewith the Alembeck being put 
upon the Body, may be well luted, and fuffer no¬ 
thing to paft out. 

For alfoon as ever the Ferment, (ball be added to the 
Solution, it prefently begins to ferment, and the glaft 
being placed in Bal. and feeling the heat, that volatile 
Spirit of the Iron will afeend readily and nimbly like 
the Spirit of Wine, much infei iour thereunto as to its 
heat I confefs, but yet of a far more penetrating efficacy. 
The Spirit being all afeended the remaining humidi¬ 
ty is to be drawn off even to the confidence of ho¬ 
ney, bur yet (o gently, that the remaining Juice may 
nor at all fmell of burning. This done, take out 
the glaft and let it cool, and pour on upon the Juice 
after its refrigeration the lame volatile Spirit of Mars 
which you feparated from the matter by diftillation ; 
which Spirit will diflolve that thick Juice, which be- 
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ing diffolvcd will become a Balfam of a ftrong O- 
dour, a penetrating Efficacy, and a red Colour like 
blond; which ( by realon of its penetrative Effica 
cv ) is to be kept well (bur, and may beaccompted 
of as a Balfam of Life; for ir takes away the oh- 
ftxuctions ol the whole body, and doth mightily 
corroborate and ftrengthen all the internal V die Is 
and Members, and prderves them fafe from all cor¬ 
ruptions. Nor is there any Balfam whatever, being 
brought whcnceloever it will,that is comparable unto 
this. For it does not onely defend the living bodies 
of men from all Difeafcs, but likewifc performs the 
lame effefts in the prefervation of the dead bodies 
from putrcfjflion, as other Balfams do, but far more 
efficaciouflv : For it penetrates all things, and by its 


fo admirable venue keeps them from putrifying, in 
fornuch that no body can enough admire thefe fb 
great and wonderlull works of God. Now to try 
the rrurh of this, any man may make proof thereof 
with a Frog, Moufe, or fuch like fmall Creature. 

The ufe of this fame Balfam as to the taking away 
of ail the obdruClions of the internal Veflels, and 
corroborating the weak Stomach, is this, -viz,. The 
body is firll: of all to be well purged, and then r, 2, 
2,4, even to 10 or 12 drops thereof (according to 
the Age of the Patient ) is to be adminiftred to a 
faffing Stomach, in that Water, which was drawn 
over after the volatile Spirit was all come, as afore¬ 
said. 

After the taking of the Medicament, you muff 
faff an hour or two, this Balfam penetrates all the 
Members of the whole Body, and ffrengthens the 
Stomach, Brain, Heart, and all the internal VefTels, 
rakes awav all obdruClions, makes good blood, ex¬ 
cites a good appetite to meat and drink, and aug¬ 
ments the radical humidity, and fo confcrves rhe 
body of man ( by God’s Grace and Blefling) even 
unto old Age. _ / 

But let ir not feem to any one a ftrange thing, nor 
let them buffer any fuch thoughts to come into their 
minds, as if others have already had this Balfam, 
becaufe Paracelftts' made his Elixir Proprietatis of 
Myrrh, Aloes, and Saffron, and fb others too in- 
fitting, on or tracing his footlfcps have made the 
lame, anJ which hitherto hath been in great efteem 
amongft all skilfull Phyficians ; no, no. That Elixir 
of Paracel fits, being as yet in its corporeal form, 
and being" nothing elfe but rhe meer body, is far 
fhort of the Venues of my Balfam ; for my Balfam 
of Life excels, by rcafon of its rood efficacious Spi¬ 
rits, which penetrate the whole body of man, and 
fills all his Spirits, and even the whole body it 
fclf with its mod pure vertues, corroborating the 
fame, and driving away all corruption and rotten- 
nefs. 

Farther, if any one be minded to make this Bal¬ 
fam of Life yet far more efficacious and powerful!, 
he may in dead of the aperitive Spirit of Mars, ufe 
the Spirit'of Gold, which queftionlefs will enrich 
the laid Balkan with far greater vertues, bur then 
the coft will be the more, fo that this Medicament 
will be fir for the rich onely. A man may alfo in 
the preparation of this Medicament, preferve the 
volatile Spirit apart, and ufe the fame as a fpirirual 
Balfam, or Elixir of Subtilty, for the conferring of 
the inward parts of the body, and fo thou wilt mod 
potently diffolve ( by its more penetrative, more 
potent, and more efficacious vertues, all hurrfull 
obitruCtions, and all the mod clammy and te¬ 
nacious humours. And after the fame manner 


may you referve the fimple Balfam apart for its 
proper ufe. 

Now by this way which I have here delivered 
may be made likewileotb . efficacious and pener 
ting Spirits and Balfams of great worth, our r o- 
tlier Animals, Vegetables, and Minerals, whe- Vvith 
a man may perform wonderlull effcCls in M^licine. 

I have here laid a foundation, whereupon cjriry one 
may as he thinks good build a ftrong EtW- e. No¬ 
thing verily would be more definable, ana more to 
be wiffic for, than to fubffitute, and introduce fuch 
fubtil and penetrating Medicaments, in the room of 
fo many unprofitable compofitions made by their 
boilings and dewing?, &c. It would be far better for 
the health of mankind, nor would fb many men die, 
remedilefs, of fuch fmall and conrempribie Odeales* 
as ai ile meerly from the tenacious and piruitous 
humours of the Stomach: What vertues I pray can 
there be in the common diddled waters of herbs? 
Verily lcarcc any at all. But if they be prepa¬ 
red according ro the way by me preferibed, they 
would be (both in odour, rad, and vertues) much 
better and'more profitable 

If ro fome common Wine, which hath already- 
undergone its natural and. accudomed fermentation, 
there be another fermentation given it by the help 
of my fecret ferment, and then rhe Spirit thence ex¬ 
tracted, ir will be of fb drong and efficacious a favour 
and odour (efpecially if lome Spices, and other 
fweet finelling fragrant Flerbs, be fermented toge¬ 
ther therewith ) as that other Wines may be thereby 
rendered favoury and well taded, and odoriferous 
too. Upon this account 1 dare boldly and condanr- 
ly aver, that the Spirits of Metals deferve rhe chief- 
eft place in Medicine above all other things wharfb- 
evei": But I do not as yet know what may be done 
with them in metallick matters, onely thus much, 
'viz,, they are wont to coagulate the common and 
running Quickfilver. Did we bur know the Art of 
fixing them ( Spirits) and making them condanr, 
without quedion we ffiould not onely obtain an ex¬ 
cellent univcrful Medicament in medicine for the 
confervatfon of the health of mankind, bur alfo a 
mod ablolitte Tincture for the tinging of the bodies of 
the metals. That this is poflible, the Writings of the 
Ancient Philofophers do too and again hint lb much, 
but yet I have not as hitherto effected the fame. 
However I am content, and mod heartily thank my 
God, in that he hath honoured me with fo excellent 
a Medicament, which haply nobody for this hun¬ 
dred years laft pad hath been rendered a partaker 
of: For had it fb been, ir would long fince have 
been revealed and difclofed. ’Tis nor a Boys play 
nor fb very mean a thing, to bring nor onely Vege¬ 
tables and Minerals, but even the mod fixed metals 
rhemfelves, in (as it were) a moments time, to fuch 
a pafs, as to undergo a fermentation, and to yield 
( by didillarion and rectification ) fb drong and pe¬ 
netrative a Spirit; believe it or not believe ir, all’s a 
cafe. 5 Tis enough for me that I can perform the 
fame whenfoever 1 pleafe; which thing the incredu¬ 
lous fhall very (hortly, (God willing) find to be mod 
true, and fecit with their Eyes, and feel it with their 
hands. But however, by the fame way, as the a- 
forefaid Balfam is ordered to be prepared, may va¬ 
rious and unknown eifeCtual Medicaments be made 
ouc of other matters. 

A Preparation of Opium would yield fuch a Spirir, 
as ( by its odour I would procure reft, and lay the 
exteriour Senfcs afieep. 

Rr 


Tho 















15+ 


The Fifth Fart of I’art II. 


The like would Tobacco, or Henbane, and other 
Inch like Herbs efFeft, and fo would the other in¬ 
ebriating Herbs, whole Spirit being mixt (even in 
tie lea it Dofe) with Wine, or Ale, and fo drunk 
tube would prefently make a Man drunk. By the 
help ii* fuch kind of Spirits might many waggifh tricks 
be doty, as for example. If Barley, Peafe, Beans, 
or otht'i Seed and dry Fruits were moiftened or flee- 
ped in'\ou lame, and rhrown to Fifhs, Birds, and 
other wild Animals, and they eat of the fame, they 
would be made fo drunk, as that you may take them 
with your hands. In like manner, by liich kind of 
Spirits emitting fuch a ftrong odour, may all mifehie- 
vous wild Bealls, as Bears, Wolves, Foxes, and o- 
ther fuch ravenous Creatures be driven away ; and 
on the contrary, may Fifties difperft in the Waters 
be gathered together into one place. For they ('viz. 
the Beafts) Ihun all ftrong odours and ftinks, but 
thefe (viz. the Fifties; are wont to follow after them 
in the Water. 

Briefly, and in a word, rhofe aforefaid Spirits 
would be’ fit for the efferting of fuch wonderfull 
conclufions, as is no ways fit lo much as once to 
mention, much lels to reveal and make known the 
fame. And for this realon I have determined with 
my felf to bury this fo great a Secret of Fermenta¬ 
tion with me in my Grave, and not to difclofe it to 
any one. In the mean while I will take care to 
provide a fufficient plenty of the bell Medicaments, 
whereby I may be ferviceable unto my Neighbour. 
And I will omit taking care about other needlefs 
affairs, unlefs it lliould chance to happen, that that 
Turkifti Tyrant thirfting after nothing but Bloud, 
fhould approach too near unto us ( which God for¬ 
bid ) againft whom my wonderfull and hitherto un¬ 
known Artificial Fires, and other new inventions 
of mine, arifing from my unwearied Labours, will 
be of fuch refinance, as that I am confident his nu¬ 
merous hoft will be rid of the care of again return¬ 
ing back. For it is beyond all kind of doubt, that 
fuch fiery Globes [or Granadoes] may be made, 
as for one pound thereof to exceed the violence even 
of twenty pounds of Gunpowder. And who knows 
for what caufe God hath vouchfafed the revealment 
of fuch great Secrets, at this nick of time ? Per¬ 
haps to Ihew his Omnipotency, he will eft’ett fome 
fingular and admirable work for the freeing of the 
Chriflian World by this ultimate and extream defen- 
five vvay, out of the moll prefent and imminent 
dangers: And though it (viz. the Chriftian World ) 
be immerlt and even drowned in the Labyrinths of 
various Errors, and is gone greatly aftray from a 
true Chriftian like life, yet notwithftanding it doth 
yet contain many a pious Soul. Never did God 


make, or vouchfafe ought without a caufe ; And 
therefore it is altogether credible, that thefe new 
inventions did not light into the hands of men in 
vain, the which time will manifeft. • 

The Explication of the trro Circular Fi¬ 
gures of the Qubiteffejice at the begin¬ 
ning of this Fifth Part of the Pharm. 
Spagyr. 

r 

A Bout rhe Circle of the firft Figure. The Jduin- 
tefijence of the Minerals , is a Umverfal Medi¬ 
cine . 

Without fide the Square in the Circle. Separate the 
pure from the impure. 

Within fide the fame Square. The four Elements. 

In the four Angles of rhe Square. Fire, Air, Wa¬ 
ter, Earth . 

Without fide the Triangle. The three Vrmciples . 
Within the three Angles. Salt, Sulphur, Mercury . 
Make the fixt Volatile . 

Within the Circle, in the Triangle. Two Contra- 
ries. 

Within the Central Circle. The firft Ens. 

Which if you begin to read in the Center, the fenfe 
will be thus. From the firft Ens, proceed two Con¬ 
traries ; from thence the three Trinciples ; from the?n 
the four Elements ; from which , if you feparate the 
pure from the impure , you obtain the J$uinteJ[fe?2ce , 
which is an Univerfal Medicine. 

About the Circle of the fecond Figure. The Salt 
of Metals, is the Stone of the Vhilofophers. 

Without fide the Square in the Circle. And bring it 
unto Maturity . 

Within fide the fame Square. The four Elements. 

In the four Angles of the Square. Fire, Air, Wa¬ 
ter, Earth. 

Without fide the Triangle. The three Trinciples . 
Within the three Angles. Salt, Sulphur, Mercury. 

And the Volatile , make fixt. 

Within the Circle of the Triangle. Diffolve, Co¬ 
agulate . 

Within the Central Circle. The primum Mobile. 

To underftand the Scope of thofe two Figures, 
you are to begin with the firft, in the Center, and 
next read the Center of the fecond, for they anfwer 
one another in all their Parts. As in the Center of 
the firft Figure are thefe words: The firft Ens. Which 
in the Center of the lecond is, The primum Mobile. 
And fo on to all the other parts. 


The End of the Fifth Fart, 
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THE 

SIX FH FART 

O F T H E 

Spagyrieal Pharmacopoea. 

Or a Light lately rifen, and a ftrong Key for opening 

Philofophick Verity, treating of the molt fecret Fire of Philofophers, 
viz. How it is to be ufed profitably and commodioufly for the prepara¬ 
tion of many Royal Medicaments 5 and how, by the benefit of it. Vege¬ 
tables^ Animals , and Minerals 3 veneir.ous, foetid, noxious, and wholly 
adverfe to Humane Nature, may be converted into a gratefull and moft 
ialubrious Medicine, Mineral-Salts, and the Corrofive Spirits of them dul¬ 
cified 3 and fixed Metallick 5 Bodies tranfmuted into Volatile Spirits. As 
alfo how thefe Volatile Spirits may again be changed into Bodies fixed, 
tinging, and penetrating through every Metal and Glafs, and other rare 
things of that kind may be performed. 

READER, 

I did fome time fince, fincerely difeover to certain of my Friends, fome of the heft of the Ar° 
canums (deferibed now publickly ) in this Treatife, with fucb condition as they themfelves 
fhould prepare the fame : but they have not as yet fet about the Work , and perhaps for no 
other reafon, than htcaufe they thought it a matter not of great but of fmall moment. Hence it 
was, that they could not believe Jo great a Medicine could be prepared in fo few days. It is mani- 
fejl by the Writings of Philofophers, that Maria the Prophetefs, Sifter of Moles, could ripen the 
Stone of Philofophers in three Days. Likewife, fome Philofophers have abfolved their Work in a 
Week. Others have confumedfome Months labour upon the fame. But now, thofe erroneous Fel¬ 
lows (who run from one to another, and although themfelves be rude and ignorant of all things, prof¬ 
fer their labour for reward to make the Stone of Philofophers') require to themfelves for digeftion 
the fpace of one, two or three whole years. But what a vaft difference is there between three days 
and three years. As for my felf, I indeed as yet have never elaborated fo great a Work, but have 
feeu with my Eyes fo great a pojftbility i hereof, and with my hands handled things fo, as (if time 
and place be given, and God grant fuccefs ) I am confident I fhall prepare this fupream Medicine in 
a very Jhort fpace of time. But I can truly affirm, that in all my life I never afpired to things fo- 
high ; yet what hath been conferred on me by God, I now make common. Wherefore, he (whom 
God fhall favour) may there begin, where I have ended, and happily confummate the Work : but if 
he (whom God favours not) fhall attempt any thing therein, let him not difquiet me with trouble- 
fome Interrogatories ; for I know not how to anfwer more, than are here difcovered by • me. let 
(if God pleafe) after fome fhort fpace of time, I will clearly expofe to publtck view, whatfoever I 
have found and (een in the particular Melioration of Metals. Which indeed will contribute great 
Light to this later Age of the darkened World. 
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CHAP. I. 

Defcribin £ that artificial Philofophick Difiillatory Fur¬ 
nace (of-which the little Bock of Fires treats') by the 
help of which in the fpace of cne hour, all Chymical 
Opera:ions at one time, the fiecret Fire mediating, may 
be denwnfiratecl fio, as was never yet deferibed by any 
Alan. 

G ET a Furnace made of good Earth (which in 
burning will be rendred as compaft and folid 
as Glafs; fuch you may find about Colon, Sibbarg, 
Freichiem, or Ualienburg) in its Diameter, at lealt 
two Foot broad, but rather (if that well may be) 
three. Prepare a Veflel like the Hemifphere or lialf- 
Globe, having three or four handles, to be hanged 
up by, fill that with cold Water, and your Recipient 
or Blind-head will be perfeft. Then fit to it a plain 
Pan of good Earth, the breadth of three or four 
Thumbs, and a Thumbs breadth high. This Pan 
fill with common Sulphur, mixt with fome other 
Mineral Subjeft, as Mercury, Auripigment, Arficnick, 
or Antimony ; which you defire to hx, either parti¬ 
cularly into Sol, or univerfally into Medicine. Kin¬ 
dle the Sulphur that it may burn, then this Sulphur 
will calcine and fix that fubjeft (in the Fire conti¬ 
nually burning,) which was put in to be fixed. If 
in burning the Sulphur be deficient, it muft be fup- 
plied with other Sulphur. If the Sulphur fhould 
happen to be extinguifhed, you muft kindle it again, 
that it may conftantly burn and never go out. It 
will net eafilv go out, if you prevent the extinction, 
by putting a little Cotton in the midft of the Pan. 
When, the burning Sulphur, with its penetrating and 
ripening Fire, penetrates the fubjeft added, then the 
volatile Mineral at firft cannot bear patiently the 
vehemency of the Fire, but a part of the fame is ele 
vated upwards with the fiery Oil (fixing all Mine¬ 
ral lubjedls) which concretes round about to the 
Vellel, and again difiilis down upon the burning 
Sulphur into the Pan, fo as it excites no fmall admi¬ 
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ration in the Beholders. The motion of this Oil, 
which is Co often and long driven upwards-and down¬ 
wards ; Philofbphers ha\ e named their Diflillation, 
Afcent, and Defcenr, alfo Cohobation and Circula¬ 
tion : but the Sulphur continually burning, they 
called Calcination and Solution. For, in this opera¬ 
tion, two very potent Fires aft. The flame of Sul¬ 
phur is a flrong fixing Fire, but flronger yet is that 
fiery Oil continually diftilling. By the help of both 
which Stygian Fires, the volatile fubjeft in the Pan, 
is in a fhort fpace of time (unlefs it was very impure 
before) without any diminution of its weight fixed 
into a fixed Medicine. It is to be admired, with 
how great virtue, cither Fire is endewed, for fixing 
volatile Metals ; alfo it is pleafant to behold, how 
(when any drop of that Oil of Sulphur driven up¬ 
wards difiilis down again upon the burning Sulphur) 
the flame that afeends then, will be red as bloud, 
which otherwife from Sulphur oncly afeends yel- 
lowifh. The repeated Diftillation of that into the 
under let Veflel was by Philolophers called lncera- 
tion .- But when the whole refided in the bottom 
without any afeending fume, that was by them cal¬ 
led Fixation. 

Thefe operations I have performed with my own 
Hands, and feen with my own Eyes. More at 
this time I dare not publifh ; for more than enough 
is already fpoken to impious Men. Which indeed L 
fhould not have done, if this excellent Philofophick 
Work had not been made too common already, or 
ftoexprefs my meaning more plainly) if it had noc 
fallen into the hands of unworthy Pcrfons, to me 
moft ungrateful!. For indeed I permitted onely fbme 
few of my Friends to fee this Philofophick fixing Fur¬ 
nace ; yet the knowledge of.it was by them fo far 
divulged, as I repented 1 had ever communicated it. 
Neverthelefs, inficad of that, not long after by Gcd 
was given to me a certain other, far better and 
more elegant gift, for he fhewed me. fuch an Iri- 
ftrument, as would far more commodioufly than the 
former, receive the afeending fulphureous fume, fo 
as none of it fhould be loft. Therefore this divine 
gifcfhallby me be more warily kept than the former. 
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The Explanation of the C U T. 


A Is the {landing part of the Furnace . 

B The lower Hemifphere or half Globe , which is to 
contain the Sulphur 3 flr what you intend to make 
into Oils or Spirits . 

C. The upper Hemifphere with its Pipe to draw the Oils 
or Spirits by. 

D. The body that holds the Water. 

E. The Cavity or top of the body to put in the Water . 

FFF. The handles by which it is hanged up y which are 


mads of the fame Earth that the Body is made of. 

G . The Cock to let out the I Eater, that you may put 

in more cold. t 

H. The Hemifphere to -work the Minerals and hath no Pipe. 
The body to hold the IVater to keep it Cool. 

K. The Cavity of the Body to put in the IVater. 

LLL. The handles to hang it by. 

M. The Cock to let out the IVater that you may put in 
more cold. 


C II A P. II. 

The way of preparing another Medicine of Sulphur 
onely. 

F ILL an earthen Pan full of Sulphur, and let it 
under the Blind head. Kindle the Sulphur and 
keep it continually burning for eight or fourteen 
days And when the burning Sulphur caufeth its 
Oil toafeend, and the fame again defeends upon it, 
and this afeent and defeent hath fo long been made, 
as untill the Oil is fixed, and no more afeent is per¬ 
ceived, then let the Fire go out, and that which 
you find in the bottom, looking black as a Coal, 
take out, pour clear Water upon it, and make them 
boil together. In this boiling the Water extracts 
the fixed Oil of Sulphur, which paffed into Salt, 
from the black Faxes. This extrafted Salt diftill 
through a Filter, and permit the Water to exhale in 
Balneo ; fo the Refidue will remain in the bottom 
fweer, in the form of a fowerifh gratefull yellow 
Salt. Which take our, and pur into a clean Cruci 
ble, where keep it hot, but not red hot; then the 
Salt will wax ted. This dilfolve again 1 and Filter, 
and it will leave fbmc Faxes. You may reiterate 
this operation if you will, and the Salt will be fo 


much the more pure. This Salt is of a middle taft 
between fower and fweer: Of which five or fix 
grains being taken inwardly will penetrate the body 
and flrongly provoke fweat. But a larger Dofe will 
provoke gentle Seidges, efpcciallv it the operation 
be made in fome Iron Pan, yet it contrails from the 
Iron a fwcetifh taft, but that is not at all to be feared, 
becaufe the Salt plainly depofits this raft, efpecially 
if you heat it hot and difiolve ic,coagu!ate and heat it 
hot again, unto the third time. For then it lofeth 
thatraft, and becomes a fiweet red Salt, which is a 
fafe remedy againft all Difeafes, where there is need 
of fweating and purgmg. 

Note, here is need of caution, that in making it 
hot, your lire be not too ftrong, and fo the virtues 
of your Salt diminifhed, which is a thing accurately 
to be minded. Ancient Philofophers likened this 
operation to (uch a Fire vomiting Dragon, as devours 
his own Tail, and converts it into a falutary Medi¬ 
cine. The Dragon is burning Sulphur, his Tail is 
its fiery Oil, which Hides down upon the burning 
Sulphur, and in it converts it felf into an efficacious 
Medicine. 

Note, I vyould have you give credit to me, inthefe 
Works, which l here have opened in few words are 
many things of great worth contained. Therefore, 
if you be wife, you will more diligently fearch into 
S f the 
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rlie matter, and find out much more than is here dif- 
elofed by me. 


Dt 


CHAP. III. 


Andt 1 ! 1 y [ecrct Fire of Fhilofophcrs, by which all vene- 
and foetid Vegetable, Animal, and Mineral 

Sttbf’ffis, maybe changed and prepared into asnofl 
nr J den. - - •• • 

ejpCiU. 


Medicine. 


R EtTifie Spirit of Wine fo pcrfe&ly well from all 
Phlegm, as it will all burn away. For this 
way you will have a fecrct Fire, by help of which 
you will be able to effect wonders in Medicine. 


chap. iv. 

Where firfb is exhibited an efficacious Medicine from this 
Vegetable Fire it felf. 


Philofbphick purgation, then itafeends into its Hea¬ 
ven, that is, into the Alembick without frink. Al- 
fo by help of this purgation, all other fee-tid, bitter 
and unfavoury Vegetable, Mineral, and Animal 
Subjeds, may be purged, rendred fiweet, pleafant, 
and grateful), as the following examples will prove. 

C H A P. VI. 

"O Ecipe of common Sulphur, Tartar, and Niter, 
L\_ ofcach one pound, pulverile, mix and decre¬ 
pitate them in a Crucible, kindling them on the top, 
otherwile they will fulminate. When decrepitated, 
melt and pour out the mixture, reduce it to Powder, 
and extract thence the Timflurc with Spirit of Wine. 
Burn away the Spirit of Wine under the Philofo- 
phick Alembick, and what afeends referve for your 
ufe in Medicine What remains in the bottom will 
be fweet and void of all evil favour, becaufe the Spi¬ 
rit of Wine hath burnt up all the ftink. This Medi¬ 
cine is a mod excellent Diaphoretick. 


F Lepare you of ftony Earth polifhablc in Fire, or 
of Metal, a Furnace in fuch wife, as under 
it a flaming Fire may burn, and yet none of the fume 
fly away, but in it condenfe either into Water or 
Oil, and thence defeend into fome fit Receiver. 
Under fuch a Furnace, in fome earthen Pan kindle 
an ounce or two of this fubtile Fire, and let it burn. 
The Spirit of Wine being burnt, the volatile Salt as 
incombuftible(yet the volatile Mercury of the Wine) 
comes forth, is cooled in the Receiver, and fo pre¬ 
fer ved. 

Note, when the firft Spirit of Wine is burned, 
more mud be putin. Of how great profit it will he 
in Medicine, you may eafily judge, becaufe it is the 
immortal and incombuftiblc Soul of Wine. Iiow 
much it is able to effeft in Alchymy, is not very 
well known to me, I not having laboured much in 
it as yet. Bafditts touching this Mercury,thus Writes: 
Whofoever can obtain it, will be a principal Mafter 
in Chymiftry. He, as I judge, well knew how 
from Gold its Tincture was to be extracted by the 
help of this. But of thefc enough at this time. 


CHAP. V. 

flow by the belieft of this fecrct Vegetable Fire, the Mi- 
crccofmick Mercury may be corrected, freed from its 
natVcotts ftink, and converted into a fweet Medicine. 


C H A P. VII. 

How the Fmil it re or Sou! of Antimony may be purified 
by the benefit of this Vegetable Fire. 

Ecipe of Antimony, Tartar, and Niter, of each 
alike; decrepitate, melt, pulverile,-and ex¬ 
tract the Tincture, which caufe to pafs through this 
Purgatory Fire, and you wHl have a fafe Medicine 
againft all Difeafes. Put if you would render it yet 
more excellent, to this Antimony (which hath al¬ 
ready once fuftained char Purgation) again add its 
own weight of Tartar and Niter ; decrepitate, melt, 
extract, and caufe it .to burn as before, and you will 
have your Medicine more excellent. And if you 
fhall repeat this labour the third time, you will have 
it far more excellent, for every time there arc fome 
Fteccs depofited, whence the Medicine becomes more 
efficacious. 

As is raid of Sulphur and Antimony, fo alfoall o- 
ther flinking and bitter Subjcfts; yea the ftinking 
Dungs of Animals may be fo purified as to become 
fweet. But there is no ncccffity to fpeak hereabout 
in this place. For whofoever ftudioufly fearchcth 
for fome famous Medicine, will eafily find fome ex¬ 
cellent thing, fo as he may attain both Riches and 
Honour according to his wifh 



F ) Fftifie Spirit of Urine as highly asvou can, ac- 
V cording to my Prefcripts, largely deferibed 
in the Book of Furnaces- To this Animal Mercury 
add five fold or fix fold its weight of our Vegetable 
Fire, with which fill a Pan, and kindle this Fire 
under our Philolophick Alembick; rhen will our 
Fire burn up all the naufeous flink of the Animal 
Mercury, foasit will afeend with a gratcfull odour 
and raft. If it be-not to your mind the firft time, 
commit the fame to this purgation a fecond rime, 
and make it pafs over; then you will find your A- 
nimal Mercury fweet, by virtue of which you will 
be able to do great things in Medicine, becaufe it 
forcibly penetrates. Therefore a diligent Phyfician 
fliould not be ignorant of the ufe of this. It is known 
that Spirit of Urine doth much good in Medicine, 
yet it is commonly abhorred by reafon of its unplea- 
fanc tall. But when it hath fuftained the trial of our 


C II A P. VIII. 

How by help of the Vegetable Fire, Mineral Fires may 
be extinguished, and the corrofi-ve fiery difpofticn of 
them converted into fweetnefs. 

I T is very well known, that the greater common 
Fire doth always (as often as one is fee near the 
other) cither extinguifh the Idler, or caufe it to 
languifh, the fame alio happens to Philofbphick 
Fires. As for example, Put into a Scone difh or Pan, 
Spirit of Salt, Vitriol, Niter, or Sulphur, or fome 
other acid Spirit, and three, four, or fix parts of the 
beft Spirit of Wine which kindle, and the Spiric of 
Wine will burn away, fur the acid Spirit through 
the fubtilty of i he flame becomes fweet. Which 
fweet Spirits, efpecially that of Sulphur and Salt, 
I manifeft 
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manifeft great Venues in Medicine. Bafd Valentine 
(peaks of the dulcified Spirit of Salt, that it extracts 
from Go'd its Tindlure ; and that he, who knows 
how to dulcifie ir, will be honoured by Philofophers. 
He in like manner teacheth, that Spirit of Wine is 
feven times to be abftradted thence : Yet undoubted¬ 
ly he intended not the vulgar Abftraction, but this 
fecret Abftradtion rather, ot which we now fpeak. 
Becaufo fuch Spirits are not dulcified at one time, 
but Spirit of Wine is often to be abftradted thence by 
the help of Fire, before they will be fulficiently dul¬ 
cified. 


C 1 IA P. IX. 

Another way, by help of other Fires , to cleanfe and 
fweeten Vegetable , Animal and Mineral Subjects. 

E Very man knows, that the Nature and Property 
of common Fire is, to abfiime every (linking Sul¬ 
phur, to drive away Mercury , and leave nothing bur 
dead Allies, with a little fixed Salt; which is noCor- 
re&ion, but a vio'ent Deftrudtion and Corruption of 
good things. Therefore, in preparing famous medi¬ 
cines, we Ihou’.d ufoa better Fire, 'vtZj. fuch, as nei¬ 
ther confiumes Sulphur, nor drives away Mercury , 
but onely ripens, c’eanfothandfwetensthcm ; as will 
be proved by thefo following Examples. 

Firlf ler us make trial with the (to us abominable ) 
Dung of men, and foe, whether irsSripk can be to 
tally taken away, and of it an Univerfa) medicine be 
prepared. 

It is very manifeft, that the Dungs of Animals 
crude and not prepared, are of fomeufo in medicine, 
and we know they have been long in ufe with Ga- 
lenifts and Apothecaries: For they prefume to cure 
the Jaundies with Goofo dung; Feavers with Horfo- 
dung ; Inflammations of the Bowels with the dril¬ 
led Water of Cow-dung, which they call the Water 
of all Flowers ; and the Quinfev, with the white 
Dung of a Dog, which they call Album Gracttm. 
Pertinent to the purpofo, Hiftory makes mention of 
a certain Countryman labouring with a Quinfoy. 
To this man a Phyfician gives a Bill, by which he 
was to go to an Apothecaries Shop, and buy Album 
Gracum. The Bill he gave to a Boy in the Shop, 
who having read it, looked into the Box in which 
Album Gracum was wont to be kept; and finding 
the Box empty, bid the Countryman (lay a little, 
and he would serve him prefontly. But the Boy not 
wife enough to conceal the Secret, runs prefontly 
into the Church Yard, where he gathered fome of 
the white Dung of Dogs, which he brought home, 
and put into his Mortar to pulverifo. The Country¬ 
man foeing this, fjnike to the Boy thus : I pray thee 
lay alide thofo things, and give me what I have need 
of ; for I can flay no longer. To which the Boy 
anfwered: This is that the Phyfician preforibed you ; 
therefore flay but a little while, for it will be beat 
enough prefontly. Then the Countryman angerly 
faid: What do you fay, you Whelp ? Muft i buy 
Dogs-turd of you for Silver? I have enough of that 
at home: Therefore you and your Dodtour (hall 
cat it your folves for me. And having lpoken thus, 
he went out of the Apothecaries Shop in a great rage. 
Many fuch Fliftories are varioufly commemorated : 
by which you may clearly fee, that the Dungs of 
Animals, although crude and not at all prepared, 
have been ufod by Apothecaries. All which had 


they not been ufofull in Medicine, would long fince 
have been abrogated. But humane Dung, which 
deforvedlv is to be preferred before all other, is not 
ufod medicinally ; and that onely becaufe of its evil 
fmcll. Yet l have known fbrr.e old Women give that 
to be taken inwardly by fuch as laboured with 
L eavers ( but without their knowledge ) and lo have 
expelled thofo leavers. There are lome Chirurge- 
onsfoskilfull as to know, that the Salt of humane 
Dung onely generates Putrefaction, but on the con¬ 
trary all otb.er Salts preforve from it. Wherefore 
they ufo that for purrifying fuch excrefccnt Carun¬ 
cles, as they fear to cut oiij by reafon of the inter¬ 
mixed Wins. Yet, that humane Dung (if inwardly 
raken ) wants not its effefts, no man doubts : but 
becaufo of its great Stink, its ufo is to be abftained 
from, arid not to be admitted in medicine. Never- 
thelefs, ifircan be freed from its abominable Odour, 
it tiiay be ufod in medicine, otherwifo not. Where¬ 
fore, Paracel fus fo highly efteemed ir, as he faid: 
From him Heaven and Earth is hid, to whom hu¬ 
mane Dung is not known. An Iliftory, which 
Ihews what happened in Cafars Court,” between 
him and the Court Phylicians, plainly fheweth this. 
For when thofo Phylicians asked him to leave behind 
him fonic medicinal Experiment unto them, Paracel- 
fus ordered humane Dung to be brought and laid 
before them. They foeing that, went away in a 
rage and reviled him. Bur Paracelfus anfwered. You 
indeed run away, thereby proving your folves un¬ 
worthy of the Secret I purpofod to have dilcovercd 
to you. Whence it is very manifeft, that Paracelfus 
knew how to render (linking .Excrements fit for ufe. 
For undoubtedly, he never adminiftred them to any 
man, before they were prepared ; becaufo he had 
other Medicaments always in readinels. Now, that 
ir may be known to be poftible to take away the 
Stink of Dungs, I will prove the lame by the fol¬ 
lowing. 

To a found and healthful! Man for two days to¬ 
gether give nothing to ear, bur a little well baked 
Wheat-bread ; or to drink, but good Wine, llis 
Excrements for rliefe two days cad away. On the 
third day let him cat a - peculiar Bread, with which 
is mixed before it is baked about an Ounce and half, 
or one Ounce of my Blood of Sol ; alfo let him have’ 
an Ounce and half, or one Ounce of the fame Blood 
of Sol mixed with his Dtink, that it may thereby be 
tinged with a red.Colour. And all the third dav let 
him eat nothing but this Bread, in which the Blood 
of Sol, or Gold rendered irreducible harh been ba¬ 
ked, and ufo that Wine onely, which the Tindturc 
of Gold hath coloured. Then on the fourth day, 
let his Excrements ( which will be tinged withblack- 
ncls like a Coal ) be pur into a grazed Pan or Dilh, 
yet with this Caution, that no llrine be mixed there¬ 
with ; becaufo that will be injurious. Indeed thefo 
Excrements will have a very evil Odour, but that 
vou may take away their (link, and convert them 
into an Univerla! Medicine, proceed thus. 

If thefo Excrements be in weight one pound, or 
fomewhat above, pour on them two Ounces of well 
dephlegmared Oil of Sulphur, or in defedt of that, 
as much (Irongand well redlified Oil of Vitriol; mix 
the whole well Birring it with a wooden Spatula, 
that the Oil may adl upon the Excrements: Expofe 
the whole to the Air for one Night ; and that mine¬ 
ral Tire will calcine the Dung Philofophically, and 
deprive it of all its (link, without any diminution of 
its Weight; which ii very ftrange. And if any part 
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ot die evil Odour ffiould be left remaining, add to it 
again one Ounce and half of the Mineral Fire, and 
futfer them to (land together for one Day and Night. 
Then mult vou alfo have in readinefs the Animal 
Fire, viz,. Spirit of Urine exactly reftified, of which 
pour leifurely and by degrees upon the Dung, fo 
much, as until both thofe contrary Spirits ceale to 
a<ft each upon other, and are Bill; For then thofe 
two contending Fires have mortified each other, 
whence a middle Salt is generated. Upon this mix¬ 
ture put into a Glafs do you alfo pour fo much of 
the Vegetable Fire, (that is, of the beft Spirit of 
Wine ) as may rife in height above it two fingers 
breadth. Set this glafs in Balneo , and digeft the 
whole for twenty four hours : For in that time the 
Spirit of Wine diflolveth that Salt, which proceeded 
from both the contrary Fires, together with the Mi- 
crocofinick Salt, Sulphur and Mercury ; and from 
that Gold, now the fecond time inverted, extracts 
the Tincture, which it hath, and is thereby tinged 
red as Blood. This Tinifture pour off, and re pour 
on other Spirit of Wine, and let that alfo Hand twen¬ 
ty four hours in Balneo for extra&ing what remains : 
but this will have but little Tinfture, bccaufe the 
firft extraction drew forth almoft all. Add both ex¬ 
tractions together, and in Balneo, with very gentle 
heat, by Alembick abftraCt the Spirit of Wine from 
the TinCture; then will remain in the bottom of 
theVelfel a very red and pleafant Salt; upon which 
muft be poured fo much Aromatick Spirit of Wine, 
as will fufficeto diflolve all the Salt. Which Solution 
pour out from the Glafs it was diflolved in, into a 
itrong and very clean Glafs-bottie, and keep it by 
you as a molt pretious Treafure. 

The Dole of it is very fmall : for if you give, at 
one time, i, a, 3, 4, 5, or 6 drops, it will provoke 
Urine, expel Sweat, and the Stone alfo powerfully. 
Bur if the dofc be augmented, it purgeth the Belly, 
and that without any molcftation. In a word, this 
Uni verbal Medicine may fafely be ufed in all Difeafes 
Yet becaufe I intend brevity,' I forbear to write more 
touching this Medicine. 

The Excrements or Faxes, from which this Tinc¬ 
ture is extracted, are not to be caft away, but muft 
be calcined with Fire till they are red hot, and (af¬ 
ter a llrong Aqua Regia hath been poured upon them) 
the remaining Gold, which was not btforc extracted, 
mult be diflolved. Yet you fhall have very little of 
that; becaufe the Man's Stomach did a fecond time 
invert that Gold, (which was once before inverted ) 
and made it reducible, fo as it could be extracted 
with Spirit of Wine by help of the Mineral and Ani¬ 
mal Mercury. It is hard for me to believe, that a 
more excellent Diuretick and Diaphoretick Medi¬ 
cine can be found, than this Microcofinick Salt, 
which is tinged with Sol For you will know of 
how great vertue this Diuretick and Diaphoretick 
Salt is, when you fliall precipitate the acid Oil of Sul¬ 
phur ( or in dcfeCt of that, rectified Oil of Vitriol ) 
with good Spirit of Urine, and reduce it into Sale 
And will nor fuch a Salt as this be far more excellent, 
when Sulphur the (Philolophically calcined) Salt and 
Mercury of the humane Body, together with the 
TinCture of Gold have Accefs? 

1 have nor writ any thing here of this Univerfal 
Medicine, to the end it fhould be preferred before 
others, becaufelvery well know, we can of other 
Subjects prepare famous Medicines, and eafily be 
without humane Dung ; bur whatfoever l delivered 
here, I did it for the good of all. For my part, I 


fav, if any one hath no mind 


to proceed in this 
Operation, let him forbear. It fufficeth me, that I 
have fignified to the World, how by the help of 
Art, ail venomous and [linking Subjects may bea- 
mended and cleanfed. 

Thus may the induftrious Phyfician, by the bene¬ 
fit of the three Principal Fires prepare many excel¬ 
lent Medicines, and before all fluggifh and caiclefs 
Phyficians be had in grear honour by the Sick, and 
obtain the favour of GOD and Men. For he may 
invert the Venom of Vipers, Serpents and Scorpions, 
and convert the fame into an Antidore powerful! a- 
gainft the Peflilcncc, and other Venoms. He alfo 
underflands how to prepare a Medicament of Toads 
fafe to be given to dropfical Perfons: of Spiders a 
Medicine healing the Leprous ; of Cantharides and 
May Woms, a certain Salt good again ft the Stone of 
the Reins and Bladder; of Earth-Worms, or Rain- 
Worms, a venereal Experiment; of Opium, Tobacco 
and Henbane, a famous Somniferous Medicine ; of 
Wormwood a Stomachal and Antifebrile; of Helle¬ 
bore, Agarick, Spurge, Afarabacca, Squill, and the 
like, an Univerfal Purging Salt ; of Pearch-Stones, 
and Crabs-Eyes, a Nephritick Medicine againft the 
Stone of the Reins and Bladder; and of Napellus, 
Stavefacre, and Wake Robbin, a famous Antipoda- 
grick. Tliefe, and other fuch mbit excellent and 
prefently medicinal Salts may after the fame manner 
be prepared : Thele, for the health of infirm Man¬ 
kind I could not content my felf to conceal. Indeed 
1 could have writ more at large touching this matter; 
but brevity, which I now ftudy, forbids a more am¬ 
ple Declaration. 


C II A P. X. 


Of the Nature and Property of that Fire, which lies hid 
in Tartar , or the Stony Faeces of lFine. 


T Artar is a Salt, which in Fermentation fepara- 
ting it felf from the Wine, adheres partly to the 


fides of Wine Cask, and partly refides with the 
Dregs in the Bottom. This Salt or Tartar, although 
ir is numbred among Salts, yet it is of another dif- 
pofition than all other Salts; becaufe they may be 
diflolved in cold Water, but this Tartar cannot be 
diflolved, except in boiling Warer onely. No Man 
hitherto was willing to open the Catife of this hard 
Tye. But I, feeing Death daily approaching nearer 
and nearer, was not willing to carry it with me to 
my long Home, therefore 1 chofc rather to leave it 
behind me for Mankinds fake. And thus it is with 
Tartar. Tartar contains in it felfa peculiar Sulphur 
by which the Salt is fb bound or fixed, as it cannot 
like other Salt be diflolved in cold Water. For if the 
Sulphur be feparated from ir, it is eafily diflolved in 
cold Water, like other Sa’rs. Yet fb loon as fuch 
Sulphur is taken from it, thcfecrct Fire which lay hid 
in it, is alfo taken away: and thenceforth it can no 
more ferve inftead of a fiecret Fire, by which Metals 
are ripened into Tinctures ; but is rendred onely fit 
to perform its Office in medicine Touching which, 
for brevity fake we fhall here make nomention. 

The method of depriving Tartar of its tinging 
Sulphur, that it may be diflolved in cold, is thus: 
By r burning two Pound of Tartar, reduce it into a 
white Salt, upon which, if you pour Warer to dif- 
folvc ir, it will become a Lixivium. Which Lixivi¬ 
um pour upon one Pound of Tartar., and boil them 
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together in an Earthen glazed Pot : Then the Lixi¬ 
vium diflhlves the Tartar, and (eparates the binding 
or fixing Sulphur from the Salt. Then pour on one 
part of common Tartar, boil them together yet once, 
filter the boiled Liquour through Paper ; then in the 
bottom will remain the Sulphureous F;eces, and the 
Water of Tartar pafs through yellowifh; upon which 
Water pour diftillcd Vinegar to mortifie the Lixivi¬ 
um. This being done, the Vinegar will alfb be coa¬ 
gulated with both Salts, and be changed into one 
Salt ; which Salt in Medicine and Alchymy is of 
greac ufe and benefit ; touching which if I fhould 
here write more I fhould be too tedious: but (GOD 
willing) the manifold ufe of it fhall be (hewed in my 
Third Century. For here my purpofe is not more 
at large to fpeak of the matter, [vide Helm. Fol. 183. 
and bafilius p. 240. 3 

That feculent Slime, which adheres to the (ides 
of che Filter you fhould not caft away, but endea¬ 
vour to fix. For then you will find fome admirable 
thing, and more than here I dare difeover. Becaufe 
that is the genuine Coagulator of running Waters, 
which it hardens, and is joined in a fingular famili¬ 
arity wirh metals, and efpecially with Sc/; as I with 
admiration have experienced.. For in a few hours it 
tinged Sol with whitenefs,. and turned ir into brittle 
Glafs; whereas otherwife Sol is an Enemy to every 
volatile Sulphur. I do not believe there is any o- 
ther thing in Nature fecond to this wonderful! Sul¬ 
phur ; which is endewed with a potency coagulating 
and hardning running Subjects. For nothing, ex¬ 
cept Sulphur oncly, can be found, which coagulates 
and tingeth. Mercury and Salt tinge not: but Sul¬ 
phur doth that. Confider I pray, how great power 
common Sulphur hath over Mercury , fince four 
Ounces of it can coagulate a Pound of running 
Mercury into hard and red Cinnabar. Alfb four 
Ounces of common Sulphur can coagulate two or 
three Pounds of Oil into a Liver-like Mafs: and one 
Pound of Oil reduce ten Pounds of Lixivium into 
hard Soap. Likewife one or two half Ounces of rhe 
volatile Vapour of Sulphur in fubterranean Veins, 
can coagulate ferene Water into hard Rocks 'and 
Stones, as a'.fo all forts of minerals and metals. So, 
that lictle Sulphur whichis found in Tartar, can ren¬ 
der much lower Wine < r Water hard as a Liver; 
as is known to thole thac labour in Wine and Vi¬ 
negar. 

I once purpoled and endeavoured ro extraft from 
Gold its Tincture by- the benefit of Salts, among 
which Salts Tartar alio was; whence my Gold 
came out white and altogether brittle as Glafs. But 
I, being willing to prove whether my Gold was 
conftantly white or no, cupellated that with Saturn ; 
and then I found my God not to remain white, buc 
to have received its priftine yellow Colour. That 
whitenels proceeded from nothing elle, than the 
tinging Sulphur of Tartar, and becaufe the Colour 
was not fixed, therefore in cupellating it vanifhed 
away: 

Note: Hence, when I had broken fmall a little of 
this tinged white and brittle Sol, and caft it upon a 
little vulgar Mercury made hot in a Crucible, it pre- 
fentlv had ingrefs, and coagulated the Mercury into 
an heavy white Body, which when I expofed to a 
cineritious Examen , all the Mercury vanifhed, and 
the Sol onely remained in its Colour. The Reafon 
hereof was becaufe the aforefaid Sulphur of Tartar 
was not fixed. Yet thence I oblerved, that it might 
be fixed with Sol into a conftant Redn.efs. If any¬ 


one hath convenient time and place, he may rnd% 
profoundly fearch inco this Work, becaufe in ir*' da 
great Arcanum. But how otherwife from Cs,*j j [S 
rinfture is to be extrafted, (hallafterward Fraught. 
Enough bf that at this time. . f 

But there remains this one thing to be fi Sken, viz. 
that whofoever knows how to conjoin-ers; Sulphur 
of Tartar with the Sulphur of Metals, hind to fix ic 
with them, may certainly obtain the Tinfture : As 
Ripley^ clearly intimated, when he faid, He (aw a 
red Load (b long and fo often drinking of the Juice 
of Grapes, as until his Bowels burft. If you do 
more ferioufly clfink of this ( and GOD judge you 
worthy of his Grace ) you will experience wonde- 
rous things; if not, then conclude thou waft not 
worthy of thofe Secrets. So much may fuffice for 
this time to be fpoken touching the admirable Sul¬ 
phur of Tartar. More elfewhere of it, if GOD 
will. 


CHAP. XI. 

Proceeding now to Metallick fixed Salts, Mercurial vo¬ 
latile and'mofl fab til Spirits, let us fee what they are 
able to ejfctt in Medicine. And firfi let us fpeak of 
Antimony, as the Radical Juice of all Metals. 

R Ecipe of the Miner a of Antimony finely pulveri- 
fed one Pound, of our fecrec Sal Armoniack 
fix.or eight half Ounces; which diligently mixed put 
inro a coated Glafs Retort, which let into a Diftilla- 
tory Furnace, and apply a Receiver thereto, mini- 
ftring Fire leifurely according to Art, that the Glafs 
be not broken'. In diftilling firft of all afeends a 
little (owrifh Water, then (the Retort being hot ) 
a thick Oil fat and yellowin which is contained the 
moft excellent. Mercury of Antimony', which you 
may'thence thus feparate. 

Upon the yellow Oil diftilled, pour common Wa¬ 
ter, which Water will draw to it (elf the Salts, and 
precipitate the Mercury , like a yellow ponderous and 
(liining Calx, which being edulcorated and dried, 
will be an Univerfal Purger Its dofe is very fmall! 
I ufe no more than a quarter of a Grain, which 
( favingyour Reverence ) gives me 3,4,or 5 Stools: 
but to a robuft man I give half a Grain, a whole 
Grain, and fometimes two Grains. Note : If a larger 
dofe be given, this Mercury excites vomiting afto* 
though very gently. If you would render it Dia- 
phoretick, you muft thence abftraft rectified Oil of 
Vitriol. Then this Mercury of Antimony', which 
before was liquable as Wax, becomes altogether 
fixed and unmeltable; and then you may give of ic 
from i,i, 3, ro 8, or 10 Grains, which indeed move 
not Seidges, buc provoke Sweat withouc wearinefs to 
the Patient, and performs the Office of a blefied Me¬ 
dicine againft all Difeafes, where Sweat is needfull. 
Reduce the Caput Mortuum taken out of the Recorc 
to Powder ( the finer the Powder is the becter your 
Work will fucceed) and having put ic inco a Phial 
pour Spirit of Wine upon it, mix them by a continu¬ 
ed ftirringand (baking of the Glafs ( for otherwife it 
turns ic felf into an hard ftony Mafs ) and in Balneo 
digeft it for a natural Day. Thence the Spirit ofWine 
will acquire a red Colour, which pour off, and re¬ 
pour on frefh Spirit, which alfb f ermit to excraft as 
much as it can. Then with gentle heat of Balneo, 
abftraft che Spirit ofWine Irom the Tinfture, which 
will refidein che bottom like a red Salt. Which Salt is 
T r fo 
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fo'/'yat a Treafure in Medicine, as exceeds all efti- 
maf'_ 1 For it pafieth through the whole Body like 
Fire, ™;d confumes Difeafes, as Fire burns up Wood. 
For accE ling as it finds any defeft in the Body fo it 
operates, 1 ’xpelling-Sweat and Urine, purging out all 
malignant 11 nd noxious Humours of the whole Body, 
and highly 0 ?, unifying the Blood, To as I believe no 
more noble Tindture and Salt than this can be ex- 
traded out of Antimony. Its dole indeed is very 
final!, but of great efficacy, inlbmuch as ufing but 
half a Grain of it you will find a mod evident Ope¬ 
ration. Therefore, if a Mafter of a Family provide 
for himfclf but one Drachm of this Medicine, he may 
bv the help of that for the fpace of one whole year 
not onely preferve himfelf and family from many 
Difeafes,' but alfo defend himfelf and them from all 
other At lefts every where prevailing. Therefore 
let GOD have the Praife of it. 


CHAP. XII. 

That this ivay alfo may be prepared from Auripigment 
and Arfinch a Mercurial Oil , and a fixed Tin ti are. 

R Ecipe of Auripigment one Pound of our fecret 
Sal Armoniack fourOunces, which reduced to 
Powder mix, and diftil in a Retort by degrees a vo¬ 
latile yellow corrofive Oil. At laft, in the neck of 
the Retort will afeend a fublimate Red as Blood, 
tranfparent and as beautifull as an Oriental Ruby ; 
the external ufe of which is famoufly medicinal a- 
gainft Ulcers and gangrenous Affeds. And the 
yellow Oil is a mod prefent Remedy for mortifying 
all gangrenous Ulcers, and laying a folid Foundation 
for their Cure, if the part affeded be onely anoin¬ 
ted with a Feather dipt therein. If any one pour 
Water upon the aforefaid Oil, that corrofive, which 
attended with the Auripigment, will be feparated 
and precipited into a yellow Calx , which edulcora¬ 
ted and dried, becomes fo ftrong and vomitive, as it 
cannot fafely be given inwardly: but outwardly 
fprinkled upon Wounds, it lays a good foundation 
for healing. But if from the aforefaid yellow Pow¬ 
der, Oil of Vitriol be abftraded, it then becomes fo 
fixed, as it will bear the force of a moft violent Fire, 
without any exhalation of fume ; and then lofeth all 
its venome, and may be moft fafely ufed from r, a, 
3,4, to 6,or 8Grains, againft the Peftilence, all Fea- 
vers, and fuch Difeafes where Sweat is needfull. It 
is to bo admired, that this Subject fo very volatile 
and venomous, fliould by one onely abftraftion of 
Oil of Vitriol, become fo fixed and conftant in Fire. 
Alfo it is no lefs admirable, that this Oil like any 
other Oil of Minerals, doth not afeend in the form 
of a Liquor, but like and in the form of fome fat 
Vegetable Oil, whereas in it is not any fatneft at all, 
becaufc all proceeds from the Auripigment. 

Moreover, it will be profitable alfo to teach, that 
the aforefaid fixed Auripigment ( whenfoever unto 
it, by the help of Mercury of Luna , ingreft is procu¬ 
red ) projected upon a Red-hot Plate of Copper, 
renders the fame totally white and as tractable as 
Silver. Which things being known, although of 
little ufe, do notwithftanding favour of a pleating 
Curiofity, by which you will find, that of red Cop¬ 
per, white Silver may be made Alfo, after the 
fame manner of white and red Arfenick, fuch a me¬ 
dicinal Oil and Tindture may be prepared for Ve¬ 
nus. Note : Whofoever is defirous to labour herein, 


muft ftudioufly avoid the venomous fume: For 
Arfenick cannot well be handled without peril. 

I might here alfo fay fomething of the running 
Mercuries of Metals ; but fince they rather appertain 
to the Tranfmutation of Metals, than unto Medi¬ 
cine, I thought it beft to paft over the mentioning 
of thefe in this fmall Treadle, and to publifh them 
in the following Centuries. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Of the fubtil and mofi penetrating Medicinal Spirits of 
Metals. 

I N my little Book of Fires, and alfo in my fifth 
Part of the Spagyrick Vharmacopxa, 1 have indeed 
made fome mention of volatile Spirits, but for bre¬ 
vity fake concealed the method of preparing. When 
I confidcred, that fuch Works were judged by ma¬ 
ny impoflible, I thought it would be worth while 
here to infert the Preparation of them ; and that 
onely from one Metal, that every Man may fee the 
Verity of all the other. For whofoever is defirous to 
operate in Metals, he may be able by this one Pro- 
ceft fufficiently to learn fo much Skill, as it will not 
be difficult for him to extrafb fuch volatile Spirits from 
other Metals alfo. 

The ivay of preparing the volatile Spirits of Metals. 

Recipe of the Steel Wyars, which the Needlemakers 
cannot ufe, one Pound, which fo hear in the Fire, as 
all fquallidneft and filth may be burned away Af¬ 
terward put them into a glaft Body, and pour on 
them of the hereafter deforibed dilfolving Water 4, 
or 5, Pound. Place the Veil'd in Balneo or in Sand, 
and adminifter Fire fo to it, as the Water in the 
Glafs furrounding the Steel may wax hot and not 
boil; then the Water preys upon the Iron to be difi 
folved. For in this Operation the Steel is diffolved, 
and fermented like new Beer or Wine. In this Fer¬ 
mentation a certain moft fubtil Spirit of Mars alcends, 
without any corrofive, breathing a very ftrong 
Odour, and endued with a Tafte vehemently pene¬ 
trating. For fuch a Spirit fo penetrates the Tongue, 
as the tafte long remains, although a Man wafh his 
mouth, yet this tafte is not unpleafant. By penetra¬ 
ting the Body of him that takes it down, it provokes 
Sweat copioufly, opens obftruclions of the Liver, 
Spleen and Lungs, and comforts the vital Spirits and 
Stomach. Alfo it is admirably conducent to the 
Health of thofc, who are accuftomed to drink Wine 
mixt with Water ; becaufe it gives the Wine a grate- 
full Tafte, and that far better, than the beft of fbwrifh 
Springs are able to perform. If any one knows how 
to fortifie, or concentrate this Spirit by Rectification, 
he will be able to effect wonders by the benefit of it; 
which indeed yields not to be fo readily concentra¬ 
ted, as Spirit of Wine: as you fhall hear anon, yet 
it is pofiible. 

The Water is prepared in this manner. 

Recipe of common Salt one Pound, which diflolve 
in 4, or 5 Pound of common Water, and pour upon 
it half a Pound of Oil of Vitriol, to which fu- 
peradd fome Sreel-wyar, and thence by diftilling 
feparate the Water ; then no (harp Spirits will 
afeend with the Water, but all the corrofive will 
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remain with the Mars , and nothing afcend but a 
fubtil Spirit void of Corrofion. This moveth admi¬ 
ration, that of fuch an hard and fixed Metal, with 
the help of fo gentle heat, fhould afcend fuch a flying 
and penetrating Spirit. But it is more to be admired, 
that this white, volatile and penetrating Spirit, in a 
few hours fpace, is able to turn it lelf into a fixed red 
Tinflure : yet yoli vfill find this incredible Miracle 
verified, thus. 

Fill a glafs Body above half full with our Spirit of 
Man, yet take no more of it than 5 or 6 Pound, 
becaufe that would be more than is needfull for 
Probation. Place the Body, with its Head luted well 
in Sand, and diftil off almoftthe Water by Afcent, 
fo as onely half a Pound may be left remaining 
in the bottom. Take what afcends out of the Re¬ 
ceiver, and you will find it endewed with little more 
tafte than Rain-water ; and that becaufe the volatile 
Spirit in this Abftrattion or Deco&ion is feparated 
from the Water, and again converted into a fixed 
Body, viz,. A moft red Powder. Which red Pow¬ 
der is indeed a true Tincture, yet it hath no ingrefs 
into Metals, unlefs that be procured to it by the help 
of Gold. Hence is fulfilled the Precept of Philofo- 
phers thus teaching: Make the fixed volatile, and 
render the volatile fixed. What, I pray, is more 
fixed than Iron? What more volatile than its Spi¬ 
rit ? Andlaftly, what more conftant in Fire, than the 
Spirit again fixed into a red Tin&ure? 

Note: Whenfoever the Glafs with the remaining 
Water, in which the red Powder is, fhall by motion 
be difturbed, the Water will feem to be blew, which 
blew colour arifeth onely from the Tinfture, which 
by that agitation is diflipated into moft fmall Atoms. 
For when the Tincture red as Blood is again fetled 
in the bottom, the Water ftands above it white as 
before. Touching this flaming Sulphur Cofmopolita 
thus fpeaks: IVhen Philofopbers have freed their Sul¬ 
phur from his tenebrous Prifon, and Jee him fwtmming 
in bis own Sea,they adore him, that is, are delighted with 
his Beauty. But vvhofoever would operate any thing 
to purpofe, it will be expedient for him to provide in 
readinefs a good quantity of this Water, becaufe 
from ten pound of this Water, there is no more than 
one Scruple of our Sulphur to be expetted. Which 
Avicen, in his advice to his Son obfened, faying, 
he had need to procure to himfelf fixty pounds of 
that Water before he began his Work. Touching 
which alfo Bracefcus hath excellently difeourfed, al 
though he was [feemingly] refuted by Tauladanus, 
who (by reafon of the great fubtilty of his Wit) 
could not conceive, that any good could lie hid in 
defpicable grols Iron. But that good Man Taulada- 
ntts no more under Hood the meaning of Bracefcus 
than he knew the nature of Iron. If any one be 
feifed with the defire of operating in this Subjeft, let 
him reade Bracefcus , by whom he will be fufficiently 
informed. But many by his Writings have erred, 
through their miftake of what he mentions in the 
latter end of his Book, viz,, that he fpake not of 
vulgar Iron, which by ftrong Fire might be again 
reduced into Iron; but that fuch Iron was to be 
chofen, as by the force of ftrong Fire, could turn it 
felf into a green or blewifh Glafs. Where the Am¬ 
ple Readers following the bare letter, fought their 
Tincture in common Scales of Iron, but to no pur¬ 
pofe. Here I fpeak of a blew or greenhorn, which 
can no more be reduced into Iron. For whenfoever 
any one fhall melt our fixed Sulphur mixt with Bo¬ 
rax, although with moft vehement Fire, yet he fhall 


never reduce it into Iron, but into a grecnifh Glafs- 
This Crocus Mart is cannot do, nor any other de- 
ftroyed Iron ; but in Reduction it will always yield 
fomc fmall Grains of Iron, wherefore thence no 
Tincture can be made. For whatfoever is endewed 
with a tinging Vertue muft not be Metal, according 
to the Univerfal Confent of all Philofophers. If any¬ 
one would find out fome excellent thing, let him 
learn the Art of concentrating that, by which Con¬ 
centration it will be multiplied in vertue. 

Thefe few things I was willing at this time to 
communicate touching the volatile Spirit, and fixed 
Sulphur of Mars, for publick good. The whole 
work is neither difficult nor chargeable, becaufe we 
may ufe one and the fame Menftruum always again 
and again, nor is there need of new Expences, which 
are now eafily acquirable. Thefe are things accu¬ 
rately to be noted, according as that rrioft ingenious 
I oet Vtrgtl hath perfpicuoufly hinted in thefe 
Verfes. 

Confder fir ft, what here is to be done: 

A Golden Branch, with Leaves of Gold thereon. 
Upon a Tree concealedgroweth : This 
To the Infernal Juno Jacred is. 

But the while Grove, with difmal fiiadcs of Night, 

Obfcure and keep this Trees from humane Sight ; 

And till Jome one fhall take down from the Tree 
This Golden Branch, there can no Entrance be 
Into Earths Caverns. Beauteous Proforpine 
Ordained hath that this rare Gift divine 
Shall brought be unto her. No fooner is 
The fir ft Branch crept, but in the place of this 
A Jecond J'prouts ; and that moft pure and fine. 

As did the fir ft, with golden Leaves will jhisie. 
Therefore diftinguift, Right ; when rightly known 
This Branch is unto thee, then with thy own 
Hands crop the fame: for it nlill follow Thee, 

If thou, by Fates, for this Work chofen be ; 

If otbersvife, no humane Violence 

Norftrengtb of Iren force it can'from thence. 

By thefe it evidently appears, that when one gol¬ 
den Bough is cropped off that Tree, another follows; 
and not onely one and another, but as often as you 
will crop one, another follows: Provided the Hea¬ 
vens favour ourEnterprize ; otherwifeall endeavour 
will be vain. Yea, it* will be impoffible with hard 
Iron, or from hard Iron (as the Gold-bearing Tree) 
to acquire or crop one Branch. Conlidcr thefe things 
in your Mind. For here are words plain and clear 
enough to every man, whofe Ears and Eyes GOD 
fhall open. 


CHAP. XIV. 

Of the Preparation of the volatile and fubtil Spirits of 
other Metals, and of their Ufe. 

N OTE: This labour of preparing fubtil Spirits of 
fixed Metals, and of reducing volatile Spirits, 
into fixed Bodies, fo fully explains the Table of Her¬ 
mes, as even Children may underftand it. Alfo it 
proves the verity of that Aphorifm unanimoufly ufed 
by all Philofopher 3 : The fixed make volatile, and 
the volatile fixed. He, whom GOD favours, will 
eafily undetftand this; but to all others it will remain 
moft firmly locked, although it be deferibed to them 
with great clearnefs. I doubt not, but that this 
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V* ork ( when thefe my Writings in time to come 
frail fall into the hands of moll diligent Searchers ) 
win i c more throughly fought into, and a nearer 
w ay found, than this here delcribed by me, by the 
benefit of which, the Sulphur of Phil ofophers may 
be releafed out of that dark Prifon, in which he is 
kept bound with moll ftrong Iron Chains. It would 
^ maze a man to think, that from fuch a tenebrous and 
fhadowed black Tree, fuch fair golden Branches 
fhould be cropped. Although they ( who are not 
Philofophers, but would be accounted fuch, whilft 
they walk'magnificently adorned with fplendid cloa- 
thing ) by realbn of their blind Pride cannot fee what 
I have here clearly written ; yet thofe Artificers, 
who wearing Linnen Frocks, labour in their fimpli- 
city, will fee; bccaufe to their Endeavours GOD 
gives his Benediction. 

As I have here taught the way of extracting pene¬ 
trating volatile Spirits from contemptible old Iron, 
and of reducing thofe Spirits into fixed tinging Bodies; 
fo alfo from other Metals the fame may be prepared. 
Indeed one Metal is more apt for fuch an Operation 
than another, and one gives forth itsSpirits more rea¬ 
dily than another ; yet fuch Spirits may be extracted 
from all Metals, but with the help of divers Solutions. 
For that Water which difiolves Gold, leaves Silver 
undifiolved, and what will diffolve Silver, dilfolves 
notGo'd. Common Salt, and Salt Niter, with the 
Water and Oil of Vitriol, (but rather of Sulphur ) 
diffolve Sol, Mars , Venus and Jupiter. Niter the 
Water and Oil of Sulphur diffolve Lune and Venus. 
Moft fharp Wine Vinegar diffolveth Saturn. The 
Spirit of Gold coagulates Mercury into Sol , the Spi¬ 
rit of Silver coagulates it into Lune. Both thefe 
Spirits are Medicinal. The Spirits of Venus and Ju¬ 
piter are of a Ioathfome Tafte and Odour, and there¬ 
fore unfit for Medicine. Spirit of Saturn is a mere 
penetrating Venome, or a Water, which by its O- 
dour fuffocates the vital Spirit, wherefore every man 
fhould ftudioufly avoid it, fince its ufe cannot be 
without Peril; otherwife that Spirit in metallick 
Works excels all. Nor do 1 believe we can eafily 
prepare a Tincture, whereby to coagulate Mercury , 
unlefs by the help of Saturn c old and killing all living 
things, yet it mull: be warily handled. 

With thefe I clofe upmy difcourfe of thefe Spirits; 
becaufe, although of them much more might be fpo- 
ken, yet it will not be the part of a considerate man 
to call Pearls before Swine. Befides, I judge I have 
already divulged more than is fir. But it is worthy 
of all obfervation, that GOD is a faithfull Defender 
and Govcrnour of all moft fubtil Arts and Things. 


C H A P. XV. 

Ihw by the Benefit of a Magnet from the Air may be 
extracted an Univerfal Medicine. 

I T is fufTiciently known, that the Life of all things 
is reconded in the Air, without which Spirit, or 
Soul of the World, nothing in this Univerfality of 
things can live or grow. But the Ancient Philofo 
phers fought out various ways, by which that Spirit 
might be brought from a far off nigh unto us, be re¬ 
ceived and exhibited palpable, and at length they 
found the way, and by the benefit of it performed 
great things both in Medicine and in Alchymy, and 
that more or lefs, according as one knew better than 
another how to intercept and concentrate it. For 


the whole Art confifts in this Concentration. There¬ 
fore, fince bv the Grace of GOD, unto me alfo is 
fomething known touching a like Concentration of 
the Univerfal Macrocolmick Spirit rf Life, 1 was not 
willing ( like feme envious or covetous man) tokeep 
fo great a Gift of GOD to my felf onely, and fuller 
the fame to be buried with me ; but chofe rather 
( for the health of mankind, for the profit of my. 
Neighbour, and for the Honour and Glory of GOD) 
to impart fomething thereabout; yet no more than is 
fit or convenient.. 

If any one defircth to extract fome good thing from 
the Air, he muff fitft well underftand what will be a 
good Magner, and how to make choice of an opor- 
tune place and time. For in a moift Scafon, you 
fliall extract nothing but an unprofitable Water from 
the Air. Wherefore no man fhould undertake this 
labour of extracting, unlefs in the height or midft of 
Summer, when the. Air is very ferene, void of 
Clouds, and hot with the Solar Rays. Becaufe, at 
fuch a time, the Magner, which you fhall hang up 
in the Sun, immediately (from the hot Rays of the 
Sun) extracts a medicinal Water, which every one 
may ufe acccording to his Capacity. Alfo, I would 
have you to know, that various Magnets are found, 
by help of which Water may be extracted from thp 
hot Air, but all fuch Waters make not for our Uni- 
yerfal Medicine. Yet I am willing here to fubjoin 
fome of thofe vulgar Magnets. 

The Ftrjr Magnet. 

With 4, or 6 Pound of Mercury, or more or 
left fill final! Stone Jugs, or ftrong Glafles, which 
Glafles firmly doled let down into a deep cold Well, 
where the Mercury in it felf will concentrate the 
Cold. Now, if you would extract Water from the 
Air, hang up fuch a cold Glafsor Jug full of Mercury 
in the Air, where it will prefenrly draw Water to 
it felf. Therefore under the Glafs or Jug muft be 
fet a GlafsTunnel with a long Pipe; by which the 
diftilling Water may be received, and conveighed 
through the Pipe, from the hot Sun into a cold 
Cellar. If this be not done, the Sun will again draw 
to it felf the diftilled Spirit. You may leave the 
Magnet hanging as long as it remains cold and Wa¬ 
ter diftilsfrom it: But alfoon as no more water will 
diftil, you muft immerge it again in a Cold Well, 
that it may recover its Coldncfs. In the mean while, 
inftead of it hang up another; and repeat the labour 
fo often as until you have gathered water enough. 

Another Magnet. 

Hang up in the hot Sun Jugs or Glafles full of fuch 
water; which of their own accord will their con¬ 
tract fo great Coldneft,as you can fcarcely endure to 
touch them with your hand To them, as isabove- 
faid, water will adhere, and diftil into the Tunnels 
fet under them. 

A Gold water is thus prepared. In common wa¬ 
ter, or Spirit of Vitriol, dilfolveof Sal. ArmoniackdXid 
Salt-peter equal parts, as much as can be dilfolved. 
With this water fill your Glades, and with them, 
as is above fhewed, extract water from the Air ; and 
that will be equal in vertue to the former. If you 
be defirous to extract fomething more excellent from 
the Air, you muft alfo expofe to it more excellent 
Magnets.’ For as is the Magnet fo it extracts. 
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C II A P. XVI. 

Proceed in your l fork thus. 

F vcpare ; or 4 Pound of Oil of Sulphur per Cam- 
pane, which reCtifie, that it may become very 
fiery : Then provide a large Trough like a Cheft or 
Box, which you may cover with linnen Cloath fo, 
as through it no Duff, but the Air onely may pene¬ 
trate. In this Cheft fet your rectified Oil of Sul¬ 
phur, poured into divers final] Pans or Difhes fo 
as they be not above half full. Leave thefe there 
three or four Days, or fo long Day and Night expofe 
them to the Air, as' until the Oil of Sulphur hath 
drawn to it felf fo much Water as-it felf was, and 
filled the Difhes. This being done, empty out all 
the Difhes into one Glafs Body, and in Balnea with 
gentle heat abftraCt thence all the humidity. The 
Oil remaining in the Bottomc again expofe to the Air 
in thole Difhes, as before, fo long as until they be 
filled. That water again abftraCt thence, and pro 
cced in extracting fo long, as until you have got wa- 
rer enough. This water palleth through all Tinc¬ 
tures; but 1 have not as yet compleated this Work. 

Note : All the beft of that, which this Magnet 
draws from the Air, remains with the Magnet it fell 
or Oil of Sulphur, as its true Matrix , in which it is 
nourifhed and ripened; as the moft Ancient Hermes , 
or the Father of all Philolophers, in his Smaragdine 
Table, hath deferibed in thefe words. Flere the 
Soul of the World (peaks. My Father is Sol ; my 
Mother is Lima ; the Wind or Air fecretly bears 
me in its Belly : the Earth conceived and brought 
me forth, and is my Nurfe, &c. The Spirit of the 
VVorld can bring forth no Fruits, unlefs it be firft 
feminated in a fit Matrix ; becaufe nothing in the 
World can be progenited without a Womb. This 
our Magnet is of all Magnets moft grateful! to the 
Soul of the World, and a moft natural Friend to 
the Spirit of the World. 

Much might be fpoken touching this, but it is not 
neceflary to thruft pulfe ready chewed into a (lug 
gifh Crows mouth, let him fly out and feek for him- 
felf. Here, in this Work are verified thofe layings of 
Philolophers : Nature rejoyccth in Nature, Nature 
overcomes Nature, Nature retains Nature. Here it is 
proper alio toobferve, what Hermes , at the end of his 
Tafcle faith ; viz,. My power is not intire, or perfect, 
before I am turned into Earth. But how this is to be 
done,l leave to the confideration of every Man. For 
theunworthinefsof the prefent wicked World forbids 
me to difeourfe more amply thereof. To all men, 
whom GOD fhall favour, thefe will beclearenough. 
Yet elfewhere touching this matter (if GOD willy 
ere long fhall be taught. 


CHAP. XVII. 

How from Gold its Tincture may be extra Sled by help of 
a Magnet. 

o 

R Ecipe of moft pure Gold an ounce and a half, 
and of the Stellate Regains of Antimony made 
with Steel, one ounce, both which melt together in a 
covered Cruciblejandwhilft in flux caft at times a lit¬ 
tle Salt peter, until the Niter fhall have extracted all 
the Regains of Antimony from the Gold, and turned 


ir into Scoria’s. Permit the whole to flow welidor 
Pome time, that the Go'd may well fettle to rlf mot- 
tom from the Scoria , which will flow lilonwater. 
Then pour all out into a Cone, wherturhe Gold 
becomes a Regains^ which muft be fcpaaited from 
the Scorias i his Regains of Sol comeffnbrth much 
paler than it was before. If this pallis sol be again 
melted with the aforefeid Martial Rvgalus , and the 
Regains thence abftraCted by the help of felt Niter, 
the Gold will come forth a little paler than it did’ 
the firft time. If you repeat this Operation 8, 10, 
or iz times, you will find your Gold at length al- 
moft totally white, and that its TinCture is extracted 
from it by the help of that Regular. The TinCture 
of Sol is abfeonded in the Scorias \ this, by the benefit 
of a certain Antipathetick Salt, will be precipitated 
from the Faxes liquified, like a Regains highly tin¬ 
ged. * fa ] 

Nte : ^ et in thefe Cafes, the Precipitation muft 
be warily handled, left you alfo precipitate the Re- 
gains [of Antimony j together with ir, and fo viti¬ 
ate the TinCture For this Extraction no vulgar 
Regains is conducenr, but fitch onely, as is made of 
good Steel, and hath fuch a property, as when a 
Flint is ft rook upon it, it yields fiery Sparks, no o- 
therwife, than as from hartlned Steel. Which ver- 
tue, if it hath not, it cannot rightly draw to it felf 
the Tincture of Gold, but all endeavour will be in 
vain. This Extraction, Cofmcpohta , in his new Chy- 
niical Light, hath very well deferibed and difeovered 
in thefe words. Such Lhalibs muft be taken, as is 
endewed with power of extracting that from the 
Rays of the Sun, which many have fought, but few 
found. But further he faith: There 'is found yet 
another Chalibs , which from Gold extracts its Seed 
( if it be united or copulate with it 11 times ) and 
thence is impregnated; but the Gold is infirmedeven 
to death. Bur the Chalybs'or Magnet brings fortha 
Son, which will be more excellent than his Father, 
Gold > whence he proceeded, whofdever knows 
this Magnet (of which Cojmopolita makes mention, 
and an hint of the preparation whereof I have here 
(hewed ) and underftands how to ufe the fame, in 
two or three Days he will behold and find fb great 
things, as with the joy thereof his heart will be 
fatisfied. For, if any one hath Philofophick Eyes, 
he will fee what is moft pleafing, if not, he will be 
no more delighted than a Swine, who among the 
Sweepings of Vineyards hath (wallowed an ineftma- 
ble Pearl or Jewel, but knows not the difference be¬ 
tween a Pearl and that Dung. 


CHAP. XVIII. 

How from Gold its TinBure may be extracted by ano¬ 
ther Method , or by the bene ft of a certain other Cha- 
lybs. 

F irft, prepare the Green Lj’on of Ancient Philofe- 
phers (by help of my mineral Salt)of fulphureous 
Subjects. To this Green Lyon caft Sol, that is, pure 
Gold; which he, through his greedy defire of devou¬ 
ring always, will (wallow, and thereby acquire to 
himfelf notable Strength, Power and Eeaucv. For his 
whole Body will be thence renewed His head, with 
the fore part of his Body will (bine with a Grayifh 
Hair, very like a Crows Head; but his Tail with'rhs 
hinder part of his Body will acquire many various 
and beautifull Colours, refembling the genuine form 
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ot'’. c s Rain-Bow, or the Tail of a Peacock And as 1 
fooil^ * die- Green Lion hath fuflicientlv concotted 
and nulffied the yellow Lion or Sol in his Stomach, 
he by SeV/gc expells the Refidue, which will be void j 
of C »lour f :r Bloud. Then the Lion, proud and a 
domed witP, various and beautifull Colours, walks to ] 


of i hilofophers, may be prepared in the /pace of 1 
Day, Jo, os to (itfain the Trial of a Cupel: a no 


One 
and in¬ 
deed, it is neither Sol nor Lunc, but a Tintlure mojl 
ample for certain while Subjects. 


theWaters^ 'which he immergeth himfelf,and wafli- 


A 


S for the Method of Proceeding, I have willing¬ 
ly offered to the Sons of Art occalion of un- 


erh away alfYj?i Colours, and becomes totally white demanding That : buc the thing it felf is of fo eafie 
like a Swan, which white Swan the Cook roafteth Operation, as even the Forgers of infamous Libels, 
at the Fire: where that white Swan firft waxerh and all the Brethren of Ignorance, would underhand 
yellow, then more and more Red, unrill he is able and perform the fame, if any One in delcribing it 
at length to bear the Fire, and, like a Salamander, lhould give them but a very little Light. Jt would 
live in it without any peril or hurt. This Red Sala- be an unadvifed thing to caft fo noble a Pearl before 
mander is one of the moft noble Medicaments that Swine. Wherefore I muft forbear nr write funda 
can be prepared by Art. This Operation 1 perfor- mentally of it. Neverthelefs, that the World may 
med but once; and then unto me appeared all thofe know fuch a Tinfture is in the Nature of things, 
Colours one after another, untill 1 obtained a Red and may be prepared of Things of (mall value ; I 
Salamander, which is a moll prefent Remedy againlt confefs I thought it worth while to difeover fome- 
all Difeafes. But what it is able to effe£t in Chy- thing thereof. 

mi (fry, as yet I have not known, being onely con -1 Reape of irreducible fixed Arfenick, and of Mer 


tent with a Medicine for Health. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Yet another way of extracting the Tincture from Gold. 


cury of Luna, of each eight ounces Both which Spe¬ 
cies being diligently mixed, you will have a famous 
Cementing Powder, by help of which you may per¬ 
fect this Arcanum , thus : 

Recipe of Plates of Ten us beat thin and cut fmall 

four ounces, which, with the Cementing Powder 

R t- r j i i r>-i ni . x cci -,r. ri-.^ labove mentioned, (making Lay upon Lay, as the 
Ecipe of our dried Red Bloud of Sol , in tne . ’A P J f , 

r rr. i i to „ ’ manner is) into a Cementing Box g'azcd within, the 

fo,m of Powder .rredunble one ounce, or an i, hich n;uft , u ’ [e * and ' lace 

ounce an half of Su,phu^» fi^/ a C ememarory Furnace; or ( f you have 
five, fe or feven ounce B«hwtacl> t0 ,f *= r > no. Inch a Turnacc ) upon a Chimney llcar.lt, put- 

f u 'i ,riI . G .; 1 roll a l u 5 ' e ’ r ,’ ,, ting fo many Coals round abour, as the Box may be 

a Wind Furnace, S lv ‘ n S F're lo, as they may How o j - the Fire above, and heat the 

together like Water for the fpace of half an hour • 

afterward pour them out into fome lion Veilel, or r/L _ 


Cone, when the Sal-mirabile hath drawn from the 
Tinfture of Gold a Bloudy Colour. The Mixture 
cooled, feparate the Red Scorias from the Regains, 
which will be white as Lime. Pulverife the Red Sco¬ 
ria, ov tinged Sal-mirabile, upon which pour common 
Water ; this Water diifolves the Sal-mirabile, not in¬ 
deed tinged with a Red, but greenifh Colour, ii'ter 
the Solution, and evaporate the unprofitable Water 
in a Glafs difli. Then in the bottom will remain a 
Red Salt, which fortified with the Seal of Hermes or 
Luting of Sapience, keep for a fufficienc time in a 
continual Fire of Coals : for then the Sulphur, as yet 
immature, will fix it felf with the Sol, and become 
conffaiu in Fire. From that Lure of Sapience, you 
may afterward (by the help of a proper Magnet) 
abftraA a fixed Tindture, and convert the fame to 
Medicinal ufe. 

Note : That green Saline Water, in which the 
Rednefs is latent, coagulates Mercury into Sol, not 
indeed for wealthy profit, but onelv by the benefit 
of that to know the polfibility of fuch a Work. The 
Red dime, whence the Salt is extracted by the bene¬ 
fit of common Water, mu ft be taken out of the Fil¬ 
ter, mixed with new Sal-mirabile , and in a ftrong 
Crucible be made to flow well for half an hour. Then 
alfo more Tindture will be extradted, and a white 
Regains of Sol again fettle to the bottom. If this la¬ 
bour be a third time repeated, the Tincture will be 
good, and a white Regulns will again fettle, yet not 
fa much, as was the firft and fecond time. 


CHAP. XX. 


How by the benefit of a certain Metallick Salt, from 
Venus her Son Cupid, or rather the true Mercury 


Coals ten or twelve hours. Then let your lire go 
out, and the Box cool: out of which, if you take 
your Cement, you will find, that the Volatile Spi¬ 
rits of Luna, taking the fixed Ar/enick to themfelves, 
have introduced the fame into the Copper Plates, 
and procured to it the whirenefs of Silver. This 
Cement, together with the Copper Plates mixed 
with falc A’cali or burnt Tartar, melt in a ftrong 
Crucible in a Wind-Furnacc, and pour out the Mix¬ 
ture into a Cone. When cold, feparate the Scorias 
from the Regains, which will be white as Lime. Cu- 
pellate this white Tinas with Saturn ; then that,which 
is not Lime, will enter with Saturn into the Cupel, 
buc the fixed Mercury remain above upon the Cupel. 
Granulate chat, arid difiolve it by the he'p of Aqua¬ 
fortis ; then indeed the Luna wi 1 difiolve, but the 
Philofbphiek Sol, or rather Mercury of Pliilofophers, 
will remain in the bottom undifiblvcd, like an Afh- 
coloured Calx. This edulcorated and reduced, paf- 
feth into an heavy Metallick Bod}'; in Face, Colour, 
and Hardnefs very like common and known Lead, 
which by Spagyrfis is called the Black Lead of Philo- 
fophers. This Black Lead hath fuftained the Examen 
of the Cupel, yet it is neither Sol nor Lime. For if 
it had been Lum, the Aquafortis would have dill’ol- 
ved it; and if it had been vulgar Sol, it would have 
been infected with no Lead colour. Nor can it be 
Copper or Arfenick ; becaufe if it had been fo, it 
could nor have fuftained the Trial of the Cupel. 
Therefore, according to the Fables of Poets, it mult 
be Cupid , or the Son of Tenm.- When the Gods law' 
that Tttlcan, or the Son of Jupiter and Juno, was 
born fo very black and deformeJ, they took care to 
have him carried into the lfie of Lemnos, that there 
being wafhed by Apes ( that is, by Men or Philofo- 
pliers imitating Nature) he might obtain a better 
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Form, be nourifhed and brought up to Man’s eflare. 
Who afterward married Venus, of whom he begat 
Ap //*. Whofoever defires farther Information touch¬ 
ing this matter, let him read that Ingenious Treat ile 
of John Brace fens, of the Tree of Life ; where many 
great Air can urns are revealed, and the oblcure Wri 
tings of Poets and Ancient Philofbphers explained 
Here I have in few words divulged one of the 
grcaceft of Arcanums. I have not mv felf, as yet, by 
trial adhibited this Mercury of Philofoplters, for the 
Tranfinutation of Metals. Neverthelcfs, as I have 
written, it is a very far extended Tindture for white 
Bodies, and this I have feveral times experienced ; 
j et onely in white Glafs: where one part of the 
Tindture tingeth one thoufand parts with the red- 
nels of a Ruby, but the Glafs keeps its own hard- 
nefs Now, if it could obtain the hardnefs of a Ru¬ 
by, as well as its fair Colour, fuch a Tindture wou'd 
be full as good, as if it could tinge Lime it felf, or 
jMercury into Scl. For a good Ruby weighing but 
t>nc ounce, is more efteemed than fixteen ounces or 
a pound of Gold. But this Glafs, with how great 
Beauty foever it is tinged, ftill remains Glafs, and 
cannot otherwife be ufed than to adorn certain Pic¬ 
tures and Images. 

N te : If any one knows how to extradt the Tine 
ture from this coloured Glafs, they will obtain a molt 
excellent Univerfal Medicine.. For, although this Mer¬ 
cury of Philofbphers hath once pafled the Trial of 
the Cupel, yet this happened onely by help of the 
Silver, which defended it from devouring Saturn ; 
otherwife it had been confumed by it. But now it 
is (eparated by .help of Aquafortis from the Luna, it 
is defiitute of a Defender, and is conftrained to en¬ 
ter again into its Mothers Womb, that it may there 
le ripened, and afterward new born. For all Sand 
or Flint, of which Glafs is made, is the Matrix or 
Mother of all Metals. Glafs is the Philofbphers 
Lute of Sapience , or Seal of Hermes, with which all 
Volatile Mineral Subjects are fo bound and fixed, as 
they can abide fixed, fuftaining the force of Fire 

C FI A P. XXI. 

How, by the baief.t of the Common Lute of Sapience, 
Sulphur, Antimony, Arfenick, Auiipigment, anil 
the Su'phur of Vegetables, may in a Jhcrt time be fixed 
into fixed Medicaments. 

Ecipe any one of thofe Subjedts, which you 
will ; vvhich if you diflolve either by the dry 
or humid way, in a fharp Lixivium , the Lixivium 
fo far confixingcth the Volatile Subjedt, as it will not, 
when heat red hot continually evaporate. Such a 
Lixivium coagulate into Salt: If of this Salt you mix 
four or five parts, with one part of a liquable Flint 
or Sand, and put the Mixture into a Cementing Box 
well lured ; fet that into a Furnace of Cementation 
or Fixation to be fixed, the Sal-Alcali preys upon 
the Flint, and with it is converted into Glafs. But 
the Volatile Mineral hides it (elf in this Glafs, and 
is not driven thence bv the violence of Fire, bur 
differs it felf to be fixed into a fixed Tindture. After 
that, which was put in, (hall be fixed, take your 
Box out of the Furnace or Fixation, and make the, 
Glafs flow well in a Wind-Furnace. This Glafs, 
when poured out, will be Red in Colour. If you 
reduce this Glafs to Powder, and by the help of 
Spirit of Wine extradt the fixed Tindture, from this 


fixed Subject, you will have a moft efficacious Medi¬ 
cine. again!! all grievous Difeafes, efpedahy, if the 
Tindture hath been extracted from Antimony, or 
Common Mineral ( not Vegetable Sulphur. The 
Tin “turns of Arfenick and Aui ipigment, are not fo 
tale to be ufed in Medicine , but in Chymiltry they 
are more profitable. For lech Subjects cannot be 
fixed by any moi e ejfie Method, than is here difeo- 
verod by me And Paracel]us, Bafilms and other 
Philofbphers judge, that a Tindture drawn from 
fixed Sulphur or Antimony, will be admirably effi¬ 
cacious in Medicine and Chymiltry 

But that I fo abruptly break off this dilcourfe, it 
is not without Rcafon , for I am confident I have 
writ plain enough to him whom GOD favours. 

Note : If to your Hermes Seal , you add fucll Sand 
or Flints, as per je abound with the hrit Fns of Gold* 
you will acquire the more noble Tinctures. 

C II A P. XXII. 

How to prepare a famous Univerfal /Medicine of Gold, 

R Ecipe three or four Ounces of the coagulated 
and irreducible Bloud of the Lion ; of which 
the little Book of Dialogues treats. Diflolve them, 
in the dry way, by the help of Salmirabile, into a 
Red Stone; from which reduced to Powder, extradt 
its Tindture, by the help of Alcolizate Spirit of Wine. 
This Tindture is a famous Attntm Potabtle againft ma¬ 
ny Difeafes. Alfo it coagulates living Mercury into 
Sol. I purpofed to have prepared no (mail quantity 
of this Aurum Potabile, that I might therewith help 
and fuccour the Diftrefs of the D.leafed. But I was 
hindred for two years, fo as I could not attend this 
Operation. Now I have found an eafier Method 
of preparing it, and by help of that, do hope here¬ 
after I (hall do more than I could doe before. 
Touching its falutary ufe in Medicine, and its Coa¬ 
gulation of M rcury, (hall ( it GOD will) be trea¬ 
ted of hereafter, before it be long. Here the De- 
feription of that would be too tedious. 

C H A P. XXIII. 

How a Medicinal Water may be D filled /bw? Jupiter 
and Mercury, by the btii.fit op Fulmination , or a 
fiudden Flaming Fire. 

M Ake an Amalgama of Tin and Mercurv in e- 
qual weights: Mix this Amalgama with Sul¬ 
phur, Tartar and Nitre mixt in equal parts, and 
Grind them cxadlly upon a Srorie, and then your 
Matter,with its Fulmcn, is fit for LDi{Filiation. There¬ 
fore, when you purpofe to dittill a Medicinal Water 
from Jupiter and Mercury , begin your Operation 
thus. 

Againft fome Wall, fet up five or fix Glafs Cucur¬ 
bits, [or Subliming-Pots of Earth glazed within] one 
above another, (o as they may cxadlly (hut in one 
into another, and let the Junctures be firmly doled 
with Paper and Starcli , as I taught to be done in 
preparing Spirit of Salt. The lowed Glafs mud have 
an Orifice in the fide, into which the neck of the Di- 
flillatory Veil'd may Le inferred. Which Veil'd muft 
be made in form of a Box or Cabinet round, a fpau 
broad and high ; in the tipper part thereof, which is 
to be filled with Sand, the Cover may be included 
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in fuch wife, as I taught in the Second Part of my | 
Philosophical Furnaces; yet below it mull not be' 
round, but plain ; fo as (landing out from fome 
Bench it may be fitted to the Receivers. When all 
Junftures of the Receivers fhall be clofed cxadtly, 
your Furnace is compleat. Then, at one time put 
in no more of the Mixture into a Crucible fee in 
that Furnace, than one Ounce. From this ( when 
you have kindled it with a live Coal, and nimbly 
put on the Cover again ) will be excited a Fulmina- 
tion, and flame fuddenly penetrating, and with great 
noife feparating the Mercury from the Tin ; in which 
feparation, part of the Jupiter and Mercury afeends 
in the form of a fbwerifh Water, but another part in 
rhe Species of a fubtile yellow Powder. When this ccljtts, 
Fulmination eeafoth to fume, take out that Crucible, Lead, 
and put another in his place: let fire of the Mixture 
in that, and let it burn as before ; and continue the 
fame labour, taking out and putting in, as long as 
any of the Mixture is left. Then take the Water 
diflilled, together with the Flores, out of the Recipi¬ 
ents. That Water (when digefted with gentle heat 
for a fufficient time) is coagulated into a Medicinal 
Red Salt. The Flores mult be dried and fixed with 
frefh fulminating Matter, and as before ftiblimed. 

Then again will afeend Water and Flores. All the 
other Flores remain fixed in the Crucibles, which 
( reduced by force of Fire and diligent Fufion ) pro 
ducc an hard Tin, which may be cupellated by the 
help of Saturn , but vulgar Tin cannot bear this Exa- 
men. This leaves fomewhat behind it in the Cruci¬ 
ble ; yet not fo much Gold as covetous Men defirc ; 
but fo much as renders the Medicinal Red Salt ac¬ 
quirable without charge. 

Ancient Poets, fabulizing touching this Work, have 
writ, that Jupiter and Mercury fought entertainment 
of Philemon and his Wife Baucis , as Perfons conten¬ 
ted with little, that from them they might receive 
Meat and Drink liberally. Let him, who defires a 
more ample Information of thefo things, perufe fuch 
Philofophers, that he may foe how highly this Work 
was efieemed by them. For, as we now faid, Ju¬ 
piter and Mercury turn not into rich and proud Men, 

( who regard not Art, but third after heaps of Gold, 
by which they may long continue their Pride of life) 
but to the Lovers of Frugality onely, and into their 
lioufe bring their own Blelfing with them. 


afterward mud, by the helpot a certain Magnet, be 
extracted from the Lead, and converted to Medici¬ 
nal ufe ; as every Man, according to Iris capacity, 
is bed able to ule the (ante. I judge it not conveni¬ 
ent to make a farther difeovery touching this matter. 
Indeed the external face of this Procefs is fimple; be- 
caufo in fo fhorr a time, with fi> little charge, and 
from fo vile fubjefls, an Univerfal Medicine may be 
extracted. Although Saturn is covered with a de¬ 
formed Afn coloured Coat; yet within in his interior 
pcnctrals is reconded a golden Crown, which is not 
perceived before that grey Habit is taken off from 
him. As oft as any one hopes for, or thinks to ob¬ 
tain fuch a thing, let him read what Bafiltns, Para- 
and other Philofophers have writ touching 
Blcflcd is that Man, who knows how to ad¬ 
hibit to tliia Operation the Secret Lead of Philofo- 


phers inftead of Common Lead : for then undoubt¬ 


edly lie will find a moft excellent Medicine ; accor¬ 
ding as Ancient Philofophers, by the following 
Words have exprefled : 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Arclv.s eft Hominis, cjiu con ft at VI. Element is, 

Cut P. Ji add;dens, S. in M. mutare bene feis. 

Hoc erit Mis noftrttm, conftans Lapis Thilojophorttm. 


That ArSlus is LUMBUS, before which word,if 
you fot the Letter P, and change the laft Letter S, in¬ 
to M, it will be PLUMBUM. Therefore if by the 
help of Common Lead, (which notwithfianding is 
very impure, and as it were Leprous ) the poflibility 
of Tranfmutation may be demonftrated and verified, 
as is manifeft by my New Chymical Light, what 
may nor the Secret Lead of Philofophers efFedf, which 
is per fe pure, and more excellent than Gold i Coft- 
mopohta fpeaks thus : Although unto him, to whom 
GOD hath fhewed the poflibility of that, the Gain 
be not fo great as the Lofs, yet unto him is opened 
an Entrance to the knowledge and finding of all o- 
ther high things. More of tbefe at this time I for¬ 
bear to fpeak. Whofoever is fo grofs and ftupid, 
as he knows not how to enter through' this Gate foe 
wide open, how fhall he be able to enter through a 
narrower paflage ? Him, to whom this clear Light 
cannot fhew the way, neither the Light of Sun or 
Moon will profit any thing. Yet I doubt not, but 
that even Klcehanick Artificers, lb loon as that my 
Light begins to fhine, will foarch out the Truth, 
unto every of whom I wifh the help of GOD. 


The way of extra fling; an Univerfal Medicine from 
common and well-known Lead. 

B Y Calcining reduce four pound of Common Lead 
to Afhes. With which four pound of Calx of 
Lead, mix four pound of thofo Stones or Sand, in 
which is contained the firft Ensof Gold. Melt this 
Mixture in a ftrong Crucible into Glafs : which re¬ 
duced to Powder, mix with a fourth part of Sal: of 
Tarrar, and in an Iron Crucible reduce it, fo you 
will recover alrnoft all your Lead. This Lead again 
reduce to Afhes, and mix with it a fourth part of 
choice Sand and Flints, and melt the Mixture into 
Glafs. Which again reduce by help of Salt of Tar¬ 
tar and Iron : again Calcine it, with Flints turn it 
into Glafs, and reduce it as before; the oftner the 
better. For in every Operation the Lead extracts 
(bmething of the firft Ens of Gold from the Sand or 
Flints, and at length becomes very rich with ic. That 


CIIAP. XXV. 

How Gold may be rendred Volatile, fo as to be ftiblimed 
into a falutary Medicine. 

D lflolve as much Common Salt in Acj. Forth as you 
can, in this Acj. Regia diflolve Scl, which pre¬ 
cipitate with Spirit of Urine. In Sand abflraft all the 
Phlegm to a dry Salt; if afterward you augment the 
Fire, the Coagulated Spirit of Urine will carry up 
with it fclf parr of the pureft Sol in the form of a 
Red Salt. This Salt will yield very profitable Fruit 
in Medicine. The Dcfo is from rhree, fix, eight, to 
twelve Grains; endued with power of expelling 
Sweat and Urine, and famoufiy condueent againft 
the Stone and Gout. Alfo fince this Salt is void of 
any loathfome Tafte, it may foeurely and commodi- 
oufly be adminiflred as a Cathartick to Infants, 
[ and Women with Child. 

CHAP. 
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C II A P. XXVI. 

The fFay of preparing jet another famous 1Medicine Uni- 
'ver/al of Geld. 

D iflolve one parr of Nitre, in four parts of Spi¬ 
rit of Salr, diligently rectified. In this Wa¬ 
ter diflolve as much Gold as you will. Upon this 
Solution leifurely at times, and drop after drop, pour 
on of Oil of Tartar fo long, as untill both thofe con¬ 
trary Natures of the A<j. Regia , and Oil of Tartar, 
fhall be united and quiet. Then, if you abftrad all the 
Phlegm, with the Sol will remain a Salt This Salt, 
with the Gold, put into a little coated glafs Body; yet 
firft mix with them of burnt Bone as much in weight, 
as the Salt and Sol did weigh. The Bones are one- 
ly added, that the Gold may not be feparated from 
the Salt, or be precipitated into a Mafs and flow 
Place the Glafs, with this mixture, in Sand, aug¬ 
menting the Fire gradually, untill the Glafs in the 
Sand be obfeurely Red ; in which degree of Fire, if 
you detain it the fpace of fix hours, thefufible Salr 
will penetrate the hard Gold, and from it extrad its 
beft ftrength, and thence wax Red. Which, when 
all is cold, take out of the Glafs, and by the help of 
Spirit of Wine extraift from that Red Salt all its 
Timfture; which you may adminifter in grievous 
Difeafes, according as your Judgment (hall inform. 
If you reduce the exrraifted Gold by the help of Bo¬ 
rax, you will find your Gold pale. 


The Way of Ext railing a yellow Tits Bure from white 
Nitre. 

By Retort diftill a ftrong Spirit from pure fait Ni¬ 
tre, mixt with burned Earth. Which Spirit, left it 
fhould not be ftrong enough, deph'.egmate. This Spi- 
rir in Diftillation afeends Red, but when cold ap- 
peareth White ; yet in it is abfeonded a Rednefs, 
which will be revealed the following way. We fee 
that if any thing fall from thofe, who labour about 
Aejua Forth, into it (whether that fallen in be a piece 
of Skin, Hair,or any part of the Nails of the Fingers) 
the fame is tinged thereby with a golden Colour. 
The reafbn of this Colouring is this.- All fupcrflui- 
ties of Nature (as the Skin, Nails of the Hands and 
Feet, all Hairs and Hoofs of Animals, and Feathers 
of Birds; which being old, fall off, and new fucceed 
in their place ) are endued with power of cleanfing 
the Humane Body, whenfoever they are prepared 
for Medicinal ufe ; and that by reafon of the abun¬ 
dance of Volatile Salt contained in them, and other 
fuch like Entities. For Volatile Salt is of fuch a Na- 
tuie, as Salt of llrinc, by which all corrolivc Spirits 
are mortified and edulcorated. Hence it is, that 
when one drop of a Nitrous Spirit falls upon the Skin, 
or a Nail of the Finger, it is mortified and difeovered 
by fuch a Volarile Salt as lay hid in it; which 0- 
therwife happens nor in all other Subjects, which 
are void of fuch a Volatile Salt. 


Now follows the Frocefs. 

Recipe of the Flairs either of a found Man, or of 
any Animal, very well wafhed and cleanfed irom all 
filth, four ounces. Upon thefe pour of moil ftrong 


and well redified Spirit of Nitre, one pound , and 
the Spirit will totally diflolve the Hairs. Upon that 
Solution pour by degrees fo much Oil of Tartar, as 
unrill all the Spirits of Nitre be mortified and total!’ 
deprived of rheir Corrofive power. But you fho lc 1 
not ceafe to pour on Oil of Tartar, untill the f / iric 
hath well acquired a Golden Colour. Thi- "being 
feen, filter the Solution through brown P;t^er, in 
which the Farces will remain, which norwit* Standing 
will fcarcely weigh half a dram ; becaul '‘ lf >t c Spirit 
of Nitre hath almoft diflblved all. If front this Li¬ 
quor in a Glafs-body fet in Balneo , you abftrad all 
the unprofitable Phlegm, in the bottom will remain 
a Red Salt; on which, if you pour good Spirit of 
Wine, fbmc Farces will again be left in rhe bottom, 
which you may caft a^vay as unprofitable. More¬ 
over, if one half of that Spirit of Wine be abftraded 
front the Timfture, a yellow Oil is acquired ; which 
if you rub upon good Silver, that will look as yellow 
as if it were good Gold. If you fhall take of this 
Tindure, although it isFo Volatile, from three, fix, 
nine, to twelve drops, it ftrongly expells Swear and 
Urine, cures the Jaundies, yields relief in the Drop- 
fie ; in Fearers it provokes Sweat, and in the Pefti- 
lence or other Difeafes,where Sweating is needfull. I 
attempted to fix this Timfture; but it was an Opera¬ 
tion of no finall time ; therefore I was weary of pro¬ 
ceeding, and abfolving the Work begun. If any one 
be fo patient as to fix this Timfture, he, after his 
Work is ended., will have whereof to rejoyce. 
Touching this Operation, Philofophers feigned the 
venomous Dragon to be a warchfull Keeper of the 
Golden Fleece ; and that rhe tame could not be ta¬ 
ken away before the Dragon was brought to fleep 
by a Soporiferous Medicine, by which he fhould be 
rendred infenlible and fixed. But undoubtedly fome 
opinionative Men will fay, that this yellow Tinc¬ 
ture is acquired from the Hairs, Wool, or Feathers, 
rather than from the Nitre. The Opinion of fuch 
Men I thusrefell. If any one diflolve Hairs, Wool, 
or Feathers, by the help of Spirits of Salt, Sulphur 
or Vitriol, he will acquire a white Solution : and if 
he mortifies the Spirit of Salt or Vitriol with Oil of 
Tartar, yet fhall no yellownefs appear, but all re¬ 
main white. And fuch white Salt, which comes from 
the Spirits of Salt and Vitriol, hath alfo its ufe in 
Medicine. The reafbn of that is cfpccially, becaufe 
Flairs in themfelves contain a very Medicinal Salt, 
which cannot poflibly any other way be obtained, 
than by diflolving with the help of Acjua Fortis, or of 
their re-mortification and redudion into Salt by the 
benefit of Alcali's. 

After this manner from many Animals, by the help 
of Spirit of Nitre, may be extraded yellow Tindures 
or Salts, which arc very efficacious in Medicine. 

Such Call-skins of Serpenrs, as arc commonly 
found in Fields, and among heaps of Stones, are fa- 
moufly Medicinal againft Poyfons, the Pelhlence, 
and all other venomous Difeafes. 

The Teeth of Serpents, and Teeth of Mad Dogs 
and Wolves, have a Medicinal Efficacy againft all 
venomous Citings of Animals. Alfo they help the 
Stomach againft all Fcavers. 

Scorpions, May-Worms, Cantharides, and fuch like 
venomous Infeds, do all minifter yellow Tindures, 
or fuch Salts as may molt profitably be adminiftred 
in all grievous and venomous Difeafes. 
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The Sixth Part of Part II. 


C H A P. XXVII. 

Tut ~4'hat is to be judged of the Tincture of Corals. 

Mi 

W ien Paracelftss writ of the admirable Virtues 
W 'Tincture of Corals, which it manifelts in 
the Exp^ion of all grievous Difeafes, he faid, chat 
very maifjie jmous Men endeavoured to perfect that 
Tindure ; but an happy event or profperous fuccefs 
of the fame happened to few. Even fo hath it hap- 
ned unto me, who have been a fearcher of that 
Tindure above forty years. As to the external face, 
I could indeed varioufly extrad a-Tindure of Co¬ 
rals, but in Medicine it proved not as it feemed. 
Hence I conjedured that was not the true Tindure 
of Corals, but that Tindure came from the Men - 
firman. Yet at length GOD fhewed me fome par¬ 
ticular Feathers of Birds, which might be adapted 
fo fixed Tindures latent in Stones and ftony Sub- 
jeds, and by help of them the fame be extraded 
from their grofs Bodies, and expofed to publick 
view ; yet among them all, three forts of Feathers 
onely hold the Principal place. 

I. 

The black Feathers of Crows, 
which are endued with power to elevate fuch Tinc¬ 
tures as love to afeend. 

II. 

The white Feathers of Pidgecns, 
which, in a fort, contain in themfelves the pureft, 
and before ( by their natural virtue) lightly volatile 
Tindures, invade and carry them upwards with 
them. 

Ill 

Eagles Feathers, 

which rowfc even the moll fixed and heavieft.Bodies, 
and thence extrad the inmoft or nobleft part of them, 
and carry it upwards with themfelves. 

Yet thefe Eagle-Feathers are moft commodioufiy 
ufed for extrading of fixed Tindures from fixed Me¬ 
tals and Scones. For if they be applied to other ve¬ 
ry Volatile Subjeds, they will carry up with them¬ 
felves the whole mortified Body together with the 
Tindure. Therefore, whofoever would by the be¬ 
nefit of the Salt of thefe Feathers, or of the Salts of 
other Volatiles, perform fome excellent Work, let 
him exadly learn the difference between one and 
the other. But fincc here I onely intend the Extrac¬ 
tion of the Tindure from Red Corals, there is no 
need of any other Feathers for that purpofe, but of 
Pidgeons Feathers onely, becaufe they will be fuffi- 
cient for this Operation. 

The Feathers or llings are thus found and acquired. 

Dififolve one pound of pure Silver in Aqua Forth. If 
to this Solution you pour good Spirit of Salt, in which 
Common Salt is difiolved, all the Luna will be preci¬ 
pitated from the Aq. Forth in the form ofa white Calx 
In which Precipitation the Silver acquires the afore- 
faid white Pidgeons Feathers from the Salt-water, 
and fubmergeth them,together with it felf, in the bot¬ 
tom of the Vefrel. In this Precipitation alfo the A- 
qua Fortis perifheth not, but pafleth into good Aqua 
Regia. This white Calx of Lime , which I have o- 
wile called Mercury of Lime, if it be diligently edul¬ 


corated and dried ; then are' the Feathers prepared , 
by help of which I here teach how the Tindure of 
Corals is to be extraded. 

Recipe one pound of Red Corals, grind them upon 
a Stone to a moft fubti'e Powder ; to which add as 
much of this white Silver Calx alfo pulverized. Put 
thefe together into a Glafs Retort, adminiftring Fire 
by degrees, untill the Retort be red, whence ( be¬ 
fore it is red-hot ) will alcend a reddifh Water plea- 
fantly fvvect ; out of one pound of Corals, about 
four or five ounces Let this Water be dephlegma- 
ted in a finali Glafs-body, by gentle hear of Balneo, 
and the unprofitable Water feparated from the Tinc¬ 
ture ; which every Man may fafely ufe in Medicine 
according to his capacity and skill; becaufe by vir¬ 
tue of it the Bloud is egregiouily purged. Almoft 
after the fame manner, by help of thefe Feathers, a 
moft efficacious Water of Pearls may be diftilled from 
fragments of Pearls, or in defed of them lrom Mo¬ 
ther of Pearls. 

Like wife, by their help, from a certain peculiar 
kind of white Talk, may be extraded a famous Cof- 
merick for whitening the black Skin. 

Alfo otherwife by the help of thefe, from Vegeta¬ 
ble and Animal, as well as from Mineral Subjeds^ 
many famous Medicaments may be extraded ; all 
the Preparations of which, if any Man fhould rake 
upon him to deferibe, he would above meaftire en- 
creafe the Volume of his Book : which is not my pur- 
pofe now to do. Therefore with thefe already com¬ 
memorated every well-meaning Man will hold him- 
felf content. Hereafter ("if GOD pleafe ) we may 
difeover more. 

That which remains in the Retort take out, mix it 
with an equal weight of burned Tartar, and then by 
ftrong fire melt the Mixture. Then the Lime will 
precipitate it felf into a Regains, and the Corals,Pearls, 
or whatfoever you diftilled by the help of that, will 
pafs into Scorias. If you rightly know how to ope¬ 
rate this, you will lofe none of the Silver. But if you 
granulate the lame, diffolve it in Aquafortis, and a- 
gain precipitate it with Spirit ofSalr, edulcorate and 
dry the Calx, you will have new Feathers, by the 
benefit of which you may fublime fubti'e Tindures 
from Bodies. The reafon why thefe Tindures af¬ 
eend fb fweet, is, becaufe the (harp Spirits of Salt, 
which the Lime detains with it felf, adhere to the 
Corals and Pearls,and mortifie themfelves with them, 
and upwards onely drive a fweet Eflence. 

Since I have /aid lomething of White Pidgeons 
Feathers, and alfo made mention, that many other 
fuch Feathers may be had, by which heavy Subjeds 
may in like manner be elevated, and carried upward 
with them ; among which the Dark-coloured Fea¬ 
thers of the Eagle do ealily obtain the priority; I 
thought it would be worth while to fliew the way of 
Acquiring them here alfo ; which thus take. 

C II A P. XXVIII. 

How a Medicine may be prepared of Sol and Luna to¬ 
gether. 

R Ecipe of Gold one ounce, and ofSilver two oun¬ 
ces. Dillolve the Sol in Aqua Regia, and the 
Lune in Aqua Fortis. If you mix both Solutions toge¬ 
ther, one Metal will precipitate the other, and both 
fettle to the bottom in the form of a Dark or Afh- 
coloured Calx. This Precipitate edulcorate and dry. 
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’ and mix with the fame half its own weight of our 
Eagles Feathers D.ftil thefe in a Glafs Retort 
with ftrong Fire then will the Eagles Featherstake 
up with it fe!f a white Water ; in which, notwith- 
lfanditig, is latent a red Tindturo ; but of an unplea- 
ling Taiie, and therefore not to be adminiftred in 
medicinal Practice. Yet, if this fierce and horrible 
Water be mortified by the help of a Lixivium ol 
Tartar, ar.d afterward fome white Glafs broke 
final 1 be melted in a Crucible with (ome (uch Salt, 
the Glafs will be tinged by the Salt, with an emi¬ 
nent yellownefs anfwerable to the Colour of Gold. 
Thar yellow Tindhire may -be extracted from the 
Glafs, and ufed in Medicine; becaufe it arifeth both 
from Sol and Luna, and therefore neceffarily mult be 
medicinal. 

I Note : That during the Diftillarion, the Glafs vef- 
fel contracts divers Colours, partly red, and partly 
yellow ; viz. as long as itftands in the Fire and is hot; 
but the Neck remaining out in the Air, continues 
white. Here is caufe indeed of admiration, that by 
that mixture of divers Colours many and various 
Figures are reprefented, as Mountains and Valleys, 
adorned with Rocks and Trees, fb artificially, as 
they feem to be the Work of a Painter. Some fuch 
Glafies painted, both by Art and Nature, I gave to 
fbme of my curious and ingenious Friends ; who l 
believe have them yet co fhow. Thefe Glafies are 
tinged well and throughly ; fbmetimes through their 
whole Body, and that fb firmly, as even theftrongeft 
jiqua I'crtis or Aty.ia Regia , or any Corrofives cannot 
take off thofe Colours. Which indeed is a mod 
ftrange and admirable thing, that even vulgar and 
corporeal fixed Sol and Luna fhould be rendred fb 
volatile, as to be able to enter into the compadt 
Glafs, and ringe the fame. Spirits have great power, 
are void of ponderofity, and when they tinge, the 
vertuc of them is difcerned far : even as the Spirits 
of men and other Animals are void of all heavinefs 
or weight; which we clearly difeern by this, viz,. 
that a man living, is much lighter rhan when he is 
dead. 

Moreover, Spirits cannot onely render fixed Lu¬ 
na volatile, and reduce it into red Bodies as Sol and 
Venm, which without any hurt of their form, and 
without increafe or diminution of their weight, they 
can totally tinge with whitenefs; but alio Spirits 
'can render the moft fixr and moft compact Gold 
volatile, and induce it into compadt Lime, whereby 
that fhall be tinged with yellownefs, which isa thing 
very wonderful). But that Spirits can induce Tine 
ture into Glafs, without hurt or augmentation of its 

I weight, deferves greater admiration ; efpecially be¬ 
caufe it is the common Opinion of putatitious Phiio- 
fophers, that in Glafs are no pores, yet the contrary 
of their fuppofition is true. For if it were fb, as they 
perfwade themfelves, which way I pray could Tinc¬ 
tures be introduced into them ? 

Note: That Spirits do not onely induce Metallick 
fubrile Tindtures into compadt Metals and Glaffes; in- 
fomuch, as by the help of white Spirits, yellow Sol, 
without deftrudtion of its form or fpecies may to 
tally be tinged with whitenefs; and white Lime 
by the mediation of red Spirits, be totally 
tinged with yellownefs, and white Glafs with 
various Colours refcmbling the Beauty of Jems: but 
they alloextradl fixed Bodies from other fixed Metal- 
) lick Bodies. As we lee, as often as we call any 
mixture of Sol, Lima and Venus , ( melted into a 
Mafs ) into thofe Spirits; the fame .Spirits extract 


the Luna and Venus from the Sol, without corrupti¬ 
on or deftrudtion of its form, fb as the Sel, although 
this fepararion is made, doth noewithftanding re¬ 
main compadt and niaffy. We have fuch Spirits as 
thefe in our Poffeffiou, and can render the lame fir 
for our purpofe. 

As for all other Spirits, which are various ; viz,. 
r. Are Coelefiial and Divine. 2 Terreftrial and Dia- 
bolick. The Spirits of the four Elements ; thefe 
excel the former in power: for they cannot onely 
pafs through Doors that are fhur, but alfo through 
the hardeft Stones and Rocks, and there at plea- 
fure (port and perpetrate vvonderous things. As 
you may learn from thofe that labour in Mines of 
Metals, where fuch Spirits inhabit, and Hourly de¬ 
fend their Treafures of Gold and Silver, from fuch 
as come to fpoil them of the fame ; wherefore they 
invade the Miners, ftrike them, paulr them with 
Stones or Dirt, blaft them with venomous Vapours; 
and oftentimes kill many of them at once. What 
wonderfull things they in thefe fubterranean Man-' 
lions are able to etfedt, is more than fufficiently 
known. In the Manslieldick Mountains of Venus or 
Copper, the Spirits paint all kind of Figures, Spe¬ 
cially of Fifhes ; fome of .vyhich I my felf have feen. 
About 100 years fince there was dug up a certain 
Image of Venus upon a black FifTi'e Stone, wherein 
Luther and the Eledtour of Saxony were fb evidently 
expreffed, as either of them might be feen kneeling 
before the Image of Chrift crucified. AID another 
fuch FifTile Stone was thence dug up, in which was 
exadtly figured John Bapiijl baptizing Chrift in Jor¬ 
dan. But if our Spirits of Salt can induce Tindtures 
into the compadt Bodies of Metals; and Elemen¬ 
tary Spirits in their fubterranean Habitations, can 
imprefs many and various Figures on Stones; what 
is that good Coe'.eftial Spirits fhall not be able to ef- 
fedt l Did not thefe preserve the three Children in 
the Babylonian Fiery Furnace l Did not thev bring 
Pftfrouc of Prifon ; and the Prophet Habacuck to 
Daniel into the Lion's Den ? Are not they able to 
bring in, and lead ouc ? Cannot they render fixed 
palpable Bodies volatile, fpiritual and invifible, and 
on the contrary render invifible Bodies vifible and 
tangible ? 

Many things might here be fpoken touching the 
Nature, Property and Difference of Spirits, but that 
they are not pertinent to our prefent purpofe. If 
GOD permit, according as I have purpofed, 1 fhall 
ere long fee forth a peculiar Treatife of Spirits. Here 
we have heard how Spirits can bring through fhut 
Doors hard Bodies, and there render them corporeal 
and vifible. Which may ferve for Information to 
every Searcher into the Light of Nature. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

Tet one ether Specimen of Probation by the hip of Eagles 

Feathers. 

T HAT Artificer Lazarus Ere her, moft famous 
for finding out the Veins of Metals, in his Book 
of Probations dor of finding out VeinsJ relates, that 
the Venetians hired certain men for wages, and lent 
them into Germany to gather of the glalfy dark co¬ 
loured Grains of Sand ot the Rivers running by the 
Mountains, and to tranfporr it to Venice. The fame 
is done at this very day. And although this Expor¬ 
tation is prohibited by Law, yet they defift not, but 

clan. 
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clandeftmely proceed. The common People ot 
rhofe parrs perfwade rhemfelves, that Grains of Gold 
are contained in rhofe Sands, and therefore by Edidt 
every man is forbid, either to remove it thence, or 
to convert the fame to his own ufe. 

Indeed Lazarus Ercker added, that he hadfubje- 
cfed fuch Grains of Sand to various Trials, but ne¬ 
ver found Gold in them; yet that healfo underftood, 
that the Venetian Artificers prepared of that Sand fuch 
beautifull Colours, as with them were in more e- 
ileem, than Gold it felf. But I affirm, that Erckerns 
did not rigthly know thole Grains of Sand. For in¬ 
deed there is little corporal Gold in them, but much 
fpiritual Gold. If to thofe Sands the Eagles Feathers 
be added, they will carry upwards with themfelves 
much fpiritual Gold, which will be very conducent 
in Medicine. Such Grains are found mail the Sands 
of Rivers in all Regions of the World, and in the 
Gravel on the Shores of common Navigable 
Rivers: whence much good may be gained 
Now thefe may fuffice to be fpoken touching the 
Eagles Feathers, for it is not convenient to divulge 
more. 

C FI A P. XXX. 

Yet one Royal Medicine of Vulgar Gold. 

M Ake one Ounce of Gold more or lefs, irreduci¬ 
ble by the benefit of Salts Then to fuch irre 
ducible or unmeltab’e Gold, add as much bv weight 
of the fixed Salt of the Eag’es Feathers burnt. Put 
thele into a firmly coated Glafs, and place the Glafs 
in an Earthen Pan full of Sand; which Pan let in the 
Fire that it may be red hot. Bur after it hath flood 
in fuch a Degree of heat, for four or five hours, let 
it cool. Then take your fixed Sol out of the Glafs, 
and it will be like white Chalk. This white Sol ta¬ 
ken out of the Glafs put into a good Crucible, upon 
which lute another, and then let it in a Wind Fur¬ 
nace, where having flood four or five hours, with¬ 
out any extream heat, let it cool. Then your Gold 
wi'l be tranfnnited into a Tindture intenfly red. 
Grind this red Sa't to a mofl fubtil Powder, anc 
pour on Spirir of Wine to extract hisTindture. The 
tinged Spirit pour off, and pour on other, that it 
may alfo extradt. Abflradt the Spirit of Wine from 
the Tindture, and in the bottom a red Saline Liquor 
will remain, which is to be accounted a true Aurum 
Tctabile: becaufe it is not polfible by any way what- 
fbever to extradl any Gold from thence. This Ope 
ration begun, l once abfolved without Errour ; but 
many times afterward trying my Work, did not fuc 
ceed fo profperoufly as at the firft time. Yet I ra- 
theraferibe the Errour to my felf, than to Art, plain 
ly judging, that no other way more fwift, more eafie 
or more preparable, can be obtained a molt readily 
profitable Tindture fordifeafed, humane and metal- 
lick Bodies. Yet 1 add this. If thou fufferefl the 
common and now dudtile Sol to be and remain 
Gold ; and fparing labour and charge for making it 
irreducible, do onely make choice of fuch Stones for 
your Operation, fuch as without Charges you may 
get, anti by nature partake of irreducible Gold. 
Then indeed you may much more eafily find what 
you intend. For whatfoever Tindtures of a golden 
Difpofition are incited in thofe Stones, they notwith- 
ftanding in this operation lole it, altogether wax 
white, and at length totally red again. Which be¬ 
ing beheld by me, I never law in all my Life a more 


wonderfull Sight. Hence Philofophers have always 
laid : Whofoevcr can fo deflroy vulgar Sol, as it can 
never be again reduced into Sol , he hath attained 
to a very great My fiery. Alfo they further fay: 
Whofoever knows not how to make our Sol (which 
is vulgar Sol rendred irreducible, or fuch as hath not 
yet felt the force ot Fire, and in Stones is by Nature 
irreducible ) white, he alfo cannot make it red. But 
now that is done this way. Therefore you need not 
doubt that befides medicinal Remedies, fbme other 
Eminent Works may thence be made. Which Heave 
more deeply to be fearched into by thofe, who are 
yet ftrong and able to endure labour. As for my 
own part, I etleem the Pleafures and Riches of this 
World to be worle than nothing ; and leek onely In- 
corruptibles, which can neither be ftolcn by Thieves, 
nor gnawn by Moths and other Vermine, nor bede- 
llroyed by any force of the Elements. 

An Admonition. 

T N this little Book, candid Reader, I have treated 
of many rare Arcanums, or Secrets not vulgar ; 
and that very briefly. All I here write, I write from 
certain Experience, as to Medicine: far be it, that 
I fliould profels my (elf a Mailer in the Melioration 
of Metals, I had rather fay with Socrates, This one 
doing I know , viz that / know nothing. Indeed 
tad I been a younger Man, I fhould fcarcelv have 
forborn to exercife my felf in fuch an Operation ; 
aut my great Age having rendred me unfit for all 
Labours, and unable to do any thing, I may eafily 
)Q excufed, for I am as it were compelled to abftain 
from fo great'a Work. 

Here in this Book I have treated of divers fecret 
Fires, yet not of all to me known, but of many of 
them : touching the beil of them all (if GOD per¬ 
mit ) the ieventh Part of my Spagyrical Eharmacoposa 
fhall treat. The wonderfull Venues of which fe¬ 
cret Fires is fo far beyond belief, as they exceed all 
the Fires in this Enchyridion commemorated. 

Quantum Lenta folent inter V,tburna CupreJJi. 

I am amazed, as often as I call to mind, how im- 
menfly vertuous fuch fiery truly Stygian Spirits are, 
which are endued with a faculty of mortifying all 
Metals (although they be Bodiesofgreateftllrength) 
and of carrying with them their immortal Souls, 
wherefoever rhey can. For they are endued with 
fo great power, as nothing is able to defend it felf 
from them. Yet befides thele there are alfo other 
horrid Spirits made by Art, which do not onely af¬ 
ter Mortification take from metallick Bodies their 
Soul; but alfo arc endued with fo great power, as 
they take away the Body with the Soul. Spirits of 
this kind are not ufefull for our necelfities, but thofe 
Spirits which do onely mortifie the Body, and draw 
forth from it its Soul, leaving the grofs Body. If 
thefe Bodies were as conducive to us as Spirits, 
there would be no need to extradl from them their 
moll pure Spirits or Souls, to prepare our Medicine 
of them. Wherefore we, not without good reafon, 
by the help of Artificial Diflillation ) extract the molt 
clean Souls of Metals' from their rude Bodies. For, 
by the benefit of Diflillarion, all Bodies of Vegetables, 
Animals and Minerals, are purified and fubtilized. 
Which clean and lubtil Spirits (when they are again 
reduced into -fixed Bodies) rnUfl needs be better 
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Bv.'nes rlr.n all other vulgar Bcdie', which never ycr 
were Spirits. Therefore, the more fixed thole 15o- 
dies arc rend red, and the more thole Spirits are fub- 
tilized, the more pure and further powerfull Tinc¬ 
tures will be obtained from them. The like we un- 
derrtand by E’eir.entary Spirits. Thefe Spirits, by 
their proper Virtue, can fo far extend themlelvcs, as 
to become wholly invifible, .and (if 1 may lb fpeak) 
altogether pervilible : on the contrary, they can a- 
gain concentrate themlelvcs, and confiringe them 
iclves into a very narrow compals, and in luch wife 
a|fume vifib’e Bodies, palpable and hard, as they 
plealo themlelvcs. Although fuch Objects, in the 
Judgment of the Eves, are accounted Bodies, vet in 
very deed they arc not true Bodies, buc are one 
ly concentrated Spirits, which enjoy a perpetual 
power of extending rhemlelves again into latitude, 
and of leaving their corporeal Form and Shape, 
and re afi'un ing their Spiritual Figure But it is 
impofltble that thefe extended Spirits Ihould pofiefs 
jo great power, as they had before Exrenfion. For 
Spirits extended are no other than Air and Wind. 
On the contrary* concentrated Spirits have incredi¬ 
ble Fortitude, penetrate more fwiftly, and arc Bo¬ 
dies of very great potency. A common Body can¬ 
not penetrate into another, without hurt to it felf; 
nor in that extend it lelf, becaufe of its grofs and 
hard Mals. Yet luch a Body, as is made of a certain 
Spirit, can penetrate other Bodies, and amend the 
fame without deflrudion of their Form and Spe¬ 
cies. ’• As for Example : If any one turns a fixed 
Metal into a litbti e Spirit, and this Spirit again redu- 
ceth into a fixed Body ; this Body will not be a com¬ 
mon, compact, grofs or mortified Body, like all o- 
iher Mcrallick Bodies; but is a Body fpiritual,living, 
penetrating and vivifying mortified Bodies; or is (as 
I may call ir') -a Corporeal Spirit, which can extend 
it felf in Amplitude, and fliew its potency an hun¬ 
dred or a thoufiind ways ; according as all true Phi- 
lolophers alcribe to their Univerfal Medicine or Tinc¬ 
ture,. that it, in a very (mall quantity, is able to tinge 
or meliorate a great quantity of the more vile Bodies 
into Bodies mofr noble. Which admirable Correcti¬ 
on is not as yet known to me; vet I certainly be¬ 
lieve and judge, that fuch a Tranfmutation, or fa¬ 
mous Emendation of Metals may be made, by the 
benefit of concentrated and fixed noble Mctallick 
Spirits. Whdocver hath Time and Place conveni¬ 
ent to let about rli's Work, may try whar is poflible 
to be performed by the help of Art. Convert fixed 
Bodies into fiibtile Spirits, and redtice volatile Spirits 
into fixed Bodies , then (hall you obtain whatfoever 
vou can defire or will] for. 

Indeed I have Rcalbns enough to reftrain my Quill 
from a farther promulgation of luch high Matters; 


yet lince I have proceeded farther in this dilcovery, 
than any Man before me ever did ; what hinders 
but that I may to the Ilorfc man, to whom I have r 
given a Xij.can |_ or excellent ] 1 lorfe, give the Bridle or 
alfo C therefore ir ploafeth me to reveal vet <vu?' 
kind of Spirits, which very lovingly receive/*?twe 
Souls ot Metals ( after their Bodies are moyvhed ) 
and carry them up -into the Ph.lofbphick' ’^eaven, 
that is, into the Alembic k. Which good S- irits are 
not horrible and cruel as the former, bur yeet and 
amicable. Indeed, fuch good Spirits d" f A jt willing¬ 
ly afiociarc themlelvcs with the Souls of all Metals 
promifenoufiy, bur onely with fuch mod pure Souls, 
as arc in Sol and Luna. But if they be compelled to* 
be concerned in the Mortification of feetid grofs Me¬ 
tals, as Mars and Venn's, or of venomous, and as yec 
immatuie and volatile Metals, as j upiter, Saturn and 
Mercury, and to receive the out palling Souls of them; 
they refufe not this office, yet from fuch foetid Souls’ 
they contract a (link to thenifelvcs, and therefore 
can fearedy' afterward be rMedicm.il.' Wherefore/ 
it is better nor tq ufe thefe good and pure Spirits, un- 
lefs for receiving the Souls of clean Met ads’;, for then 
they remain good, and caunot be adminifh’ed in Me- 
dieme without admiration,: and, on the contrary', 
the Souls of. venomous Metals may be To much the 
more happily ufed for the Emendation of Metals. - 

Now, as'touching rhefe good Spirits, know, 
they are nothing elfe.-biit a pure^SpiiTfof Wine, 
when it is-’a floriated with Sol and Luna, at that very 
time, wherein their* fixed Bodies are invaded and 
mortified \>y their Enemies, and' their pure Souls fee 
at liberty ; then they are received and carried up¬ 
wards by thefe pure Spirits; and a Royal Medicine 
is obtained, which every- Man may adminifter ac¬ 
cording to his underftanding. There gre alfb many 
other Spirirs which attend Metals defirpyed and mor¬ 
tified, that they may take to thcmfclvcs their pure 
Souls and carry them away". But of thefe enough 
at this time. Ere long ( GOD willing) { ffiall 
fpeak more at large of thefe in the Seventh Part of 
my Spayynek Bb'armacopxtt. * * — 

0 ns of High G 0 D, the One onely Beginning andEnd 
of all things, I making ft) plication from the bottom of 
my heart defire, that ( when that general DeJrroyer of 
Humane Bathes fall come and defray my lean and dried 
Teat then Maps, accarding to thy divine Will, and ft my 
Soul at liberty from the Bonds of the Body ) thou milt be 
p/eafed in that very hem 1 to taktreompajfion on me , and 
fend thy Minifiring Spirits the Holy Angels ( by reajon 
of thy Grace and Fatherly Mercy )■ to me at the hour of 
Death, that receiving my departing Soul, may humbly 
pro fir ate it at the feet of thy'mof I fly Majefy. Amen. 


7he End of the Sixth Fart , 
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Spagyrical Fharmacopoca. 

In which is farther treated, how of Mans Urine may be ' 

prepared the Secret Sal-Armoniack^ of Philofophers, and what incredible 
Works may be performed by the benefit of it, both in Medicine and in 
Alchymy : With an Inftrudion annexed how an Univerfal Medicine and 
true Tindure for Humane and Metallick Bodies may be acquired 3 and 
that no way more eafie, more expeditious and lefs chargeable, than by 
the help of good Spirit of Wine, or inftead of that a burning Spirit ex- 
traded from Corn, or other Vegetables. 


The PREFACE to the READER. 


Well-meaning Reader, 

% 

T HE principal Reafon which moveth me here in this fmall Treatife (without any refpett 
or regard of Perfons worthy or unworthy j fo evidently to reveal and publifh to the un¬ 
grate full World the Secret Sal-Armoniack of Philofopbers, is this: namely, hecauje, by 
reafon of my old Age, 1 have now one foot in the Grave, and am ready to depart this 
Worlds and do patiently expell a far more excellent Manfion prepared by God. I, who now dif co¬ 
ver this Secret Sal-Armoniack, do alfo here intimate thofe vajl benefits, which ( by the help of 
thatj may accrew to Mankind\ accounting great Works of Mercy may be done by it; becaufe it is 
that , by the benefit of which, all things neceffary for Life may be acquired by all Men, whether 
young or old, poor or rich, as in the following Praxis Jhall largely be demonjlrated. 

That Men (if they themfelves will ) may gain much, yea as much as they pleafe, by the benefit 
of this my free and ample Revelation of Jfuch an ineflimable Salt, I am eafily able to prove : efpeci- 
a lly, fo foon as I, in the following Praxis, fhall exhibit a Specimen of thofe Subjells, the abundance 
of which is in all parts of the World, every-where offered, no lefs to the Poor, than to the Rich, 
without any expence of Money, or other Charges; but it is known by very few, privily hated by that 
proud Step-Dame the World, trod under foot, and for its exterior vilenefs caft out upon the Dung¬ 
hill, and thrown away in the corners of Streets. 

But, fome One may ask, how thofe needy People can from Vrine onely , acquire things neceffary for 
Life, although they fhould know, that in it is contained a Treafure > To fuch an One I thus anfwer : 
It may very well be effelled, becaufe in this little Book I have explained, not onely that in it is an 
abjlrufe Treafure, but alfo how it may eafily be ext railed. Infomuch as 1 doubt not, but that fome 
of the Lovers of the Poor will do their endeavour to extrall that Treafure from the fame. Which 
being done, if the World ( which will believe nothing but what it fees) take notice of it, and 
finds the verity of our Affertion proved in Fail, then many more will ufe a like endeavour to get 
their living from fuch a Subjell, every-where to be had, and preparable for little or no charge. If 
fuch Operators jhall need more Vrine , than they themfelves make, they muft neceffarily buy it of poor 

Families, 
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Families, abundance of which you ivill every-where find, readily defiring to gather the fame Jor their 
daily Bread, and to bring it to the Artifi : that way one hand cherifheth and helpeth another. For 
by this means every Re-pub lick might be brought to a flour ifhingfi ate, fo as no Alan ( unlefs he will 
himfelf) needs to want Bread in what part of the World foever he lives. I indeed have not bu¬ 
ried in the Earth my five Talents gratioufly granted to me by God, but have put them into the pub- 
lick Bank. What if the mad and blind World will neither fee nor hear, it may for all me follow 
its own defperate humour. It is Efficient for me that 1 have divulged fuch Myfteries for the fafe- 
ty and well-being of Mankind, as no other Philofopher before me hath ever difcovered the like. 
For fince the Subjell is fo very vile, vulgar and obnoxious to vafl contempt and hatred among proud 
Fools, many of them did involve its genuine Name in the fecret Cabinet of Silence. But, that I 
may fpeak my mind freely, I openly confefs and aver, that in Vrine is contained a Mercury, by 
the help of which very much may be effefled in Chymiftry and in Medicine • and which is efpecially 
very conducent to deduce Metals to their firfi Matter ; and thence may be reaped a notable Fruit 
of Vtility, as well univerfally as particularly. For whatfoever I have now writ, I compofed the 
fame in the extremity of my difeompofure and ficknefs, that this admirable Secret might not be 
buried with me in the Earth, where even all the higheft Arts of the moft excellent Artifls feem 
to putrefie together with them, not being by them ( before their Death ) communicated to Mankind 
remaining ; that fo I may fay with the Vulgar (not rightly underfunding ) All Habits of 
Underflanding are not fo much hofpited in the mortal Body, as retained in the immortal 
Mind. 

If all things here anfwer not the defire of the diligent Searcher of Art, or be not clearly and 
plainly enough difcovered, let him look into the following Treat ife, which is intituled, A Treatife 
of the Mercury of Philofophers, where perhaps he will find fo many defir able things, as ivill com- 
pleatly fatifie the hunger of his Mind covetous of learning. But for the fake of the benevolent 
Reader, 1 cannot, chafe but communicate to him this Information, viz. that the very Infcription of 
this Treatife difeovers a Secret Sal-Armoniack, and in divers places of the Sixth Part of my 
Spagyrick Pharmacopcei, mention is alfo made of a Secret Sal-Armoniack ; wherefore I would 
have you to underfland, that the Sal-Armoniack mentioned in my former Book, is of a property 
varioufly different from this, of which I purpofe here to write. For this is prepared of Vrine, but 
in the preparation of that, no Vrine is to be ufed; becanfe that is no other than pure Silver dif- 
folved in Aquafortis, and precipitated by the help of a fbarp Salt-water. Where it is to be obfer- 
1 led, that the Silver, in fuch a Precipitation, att rails to it felf fo many Spirits of the Salt, as by 
reafon of them it is no more fufible, like other Luna into a Metallick Form, but becomes penetrable 
as Oil into a Skin. That, in my Writings, is called the Mercury of Luna. 

Note. Of vSaturn alfo, after this manner fuch a Mercury may be prepared, which is almofl of 
the fame efficacy as the Mercury of Luna; but in fame Chymical Labours it may not fo fafely be 
ufed as the Mercury of Luna. This muft be neceffarily minded by thofe who are unwilling to err 
in their Labours. Moreover, touching this Secret Sal-Armoniack, I think it needfull farther to 
advife, that either Sal-Armoniack ( although both are diverfly prepared ) being added to Metals 
or Minerals, takes to it felf and carries upward the purefl part of that Metal or Mineral. Let it 
is to be under flood, that this is effected thus, viz. that the Metal is corroded by the /harp Spirits 
exiflant in the Sal-Armoniack, and fo is carried upward by difiillation ; or volatilized, no other- 
wife than as if you fhould add Sublimate Mercury to any Metal or Mineral for extracting Butter 
thence. Alfo it is to be minded, that whatfoever {hall be prepared by the help of either Sal- 
Armoniack ( made with Luna, or with Vrine } all that rifeth much more pure than any fublimate 
Mercury or common Sal-Armoniack can cauje to afeend. Thefe few things I thought neceffary to 
be premifed, touching the difference of either Secret Sal-Armoniack, that no Man may err through 
miflake. 

Although much more fhould be fpoken here, touching our Sal-Armoniack, which is made of Vrine • 
yet Time, and my prefent Condition, prohibit my infifling more at large thereabout. 

But that every unskilfull Man may be rendred more skilfull in the Knowledge of this Definition , 
it is good for him to leant, that Vrine is no other than the volatile Salt of thofe Meats and Drinks, 
which we receive for the nourifhment and fuflentation of the Body ; and which are fo digefled and 
feparated by the Stomach, viz. that the Sulphur, as a fuperfluity, is by Nature difeharged by the 
Bowels ; but the Vrine, as a volatile Mercurial Salt, feeks and finds for it felf an Exit through 
the Bladder. Now, it is more that fufficiently man ife ft, that the great eft part of Men live of 
Vegetables, as of Bread, Beer and Wine ; alfo for Nutriments they ufe Flefh , Fijh, Butter and 
Cheefe : which kinds of Meat and Drink, fo foon as put down into the Stomach by a certain natural 
Coll ion and Fermentation are fo inverted , as fome natural Mercury is thence progenited. Whence, 
it is clearly enough apparent, that the before mentioned Mercury ( which we with the affiftance of 
Art know how to ext rad out of Vrine ) muft neceffarily have been an invifible Mercury in Vegeta¬ 


's 






i~}6. The Preface to the Reader. Part II. 

lies, before it puffed into Vrine, and when it wti not inverted in our Body. IVhicb is a thing 
H-nft fnrei', true . and is confirmed to us by experience , viz. that in all Vegetables ( no one of them 
excLded, whether Wine or Grain, Honey or Sugar, or other fat Fruits, in which our vegetable 
Mercury is moft copioufly abundant • alfo by what name foever thofe Fruits or Vegetables are called ') 
the fame Mercury is hofpited ; yea, it may be extruded from all Fruits, Trees , Herbs , or any com¬ 
mon Grafs of tire Fields or Meadows, and from all Boughs and Leaves of wild and manured Trees, 
if after you have cut them fmall, you pour on them hot water, and then ferment the Jarne. 

Indeed lean Herbs, according to quantity, give not forth fo much burning Spirit, as Corn, Wine, 
or Sugar: But note-, Grafs is prepared with much lefs cojl than Com, Wine, or the Faeces of 
Wine or Beer. Afo a good burning Spirit may be made of Grape-Stones, or the preffings of Grapes ; 
yet as for the fweetnefs of that, you need not to take any care ; becaufe in operating it-is fo amen¬ 
ded, as it is rendred full as good as the befl Spirit of Wine that is mojl rich. 

This Arcanum of preparing a true Vniverfal Medicine of all Vegetables, for thofe three 
known Kingdoms of ours, I take to be as great a Secret as was ever known to Philofophers, or for 
the future can be known. For it is that, of which many have notably writ, yet in fucb a Style, as 
they have obfeured, involved and hid the whole Work in fo many Parabolical, Allegorical and 
Enigmatical Phrafes, as it is almojl plainly impoffible for any one profitably to learn any thing 
out of their Writings, unlefs his Eyes be fingtilarly illuflrated by God. But among others , Al- 
bertus Magnus, Thomas Aquinas, Arnold, Lully, Bracefcus, and efpecially Bafilius, have writ 
of it evidently enough to fuch as can fee • but all they writ in obfeure words : And as Paracelfus 
knew the Jarne, fo it feems that was alfo known to Helmont : yet they were afraid to write of it 
for their own fakes. But I now freely and openly divulging all things, do that chiefly for this Reafon, 
viz. becaufe the mofl wife God ( to whom I give Immortal Thanks) revealed this Secret to me not 
many weeks fines; and f according to the weaknefs of my Age, could labour but little therein, and 
that very difficultly ; therefore keeping my Bed, by reafon of my Illnefs, I caujed Jome Proofs to 
be made of the fame : whence / fo found the verity of the matter, as I am now ablefajely to confirm 
the fame to others, and can aver, that the true Mercury of Fhilofophers is reconded in them. 
Although that hath hitherto been unknown to moft Men, yet by me ( becaufe in Philojophy, Me¬ 
dicine and Chymifiry, never any thing more magnificent than it, eafier to be elaborated, or prepa¬ 
rable with lefts co(l, at any time before came into my hands ) it is fo publifised, as 1 doubt not , 
but that many well-difpofed Perfons will confidently, readily and happily Jet their hands to the 
Work. Tor it is eafe to acquire burning or dift tiled Wine in abundance, without any great charge ; 
alfo an Indfitment made of Copper , Jit for feparating the Mercury from the Sulphur, will not coft 
much : And lafily, the Fixation of the Mercury will coft little or nothing, becaufe it may eafily 
.be abfolved, in a very fort time, by One well skilled in the method of fixing. The Burning Spirit 
may be prepared, and the feparation of its Mercury from the Sulphur be compleated in the fpace 
of one day : but yet it is to be underfiood, that this is fpoken onely to thofe who deft re but a fma/l 
quantity to experience the poffibility of Art. If any one would have a larger quantity of I rnchire, he 
indeed will have need of a longer time to prepare it in, as every one may eafily conjeEure. 

Whilfl I lay difeafed in my Bed, and affiilled with a grievous Difeaje ( after I had by a long 
andfenous Jpeculation day and night fundamentally fearched the power of Art) in the fpace of one 
l Peek, by the hands onely of my little Sons (for I could not truft fuch a Work with the unworthy 
Sons of this World) 1 made three fmall trials or proofs onely in a very final! quantity, becaufe, by 
my Bed fide, there was no place for doing any great Work. Ne'verthelefs, I am Jatisfied that I could 
do much more in eight or ten Cays, and a far greater quantity, if God will be pleafed to grant me 
ftrength for Jo many Days. 

Indeed to an ignorant Hearer, what Wife men have afferted will feem incredible to be believed; 
namely, that in every Herb and Grafs , the true Stone of Philofophers lyes hid. For the ignorant of 
Nature wonder at this. Put Spagyrick Philofophers have, now for many years pafi, publijhed their 
Books touching the fame, and affirmed, that of all things, from which the Elements may be feparated, 
the Stone of Philofophers may be ext railed and made ; of the Jarne I alfo, if need were, could al¬ 
ledge many Tefi'monies. May we not by Dili illation and ReEificatiou much more eafily feparate the 
Edemenis from J r cgct<xlles, than from rude and hard Metals? And may we not moft purely and moft 
fubtilly cleanfe their Element of Fire from them ? That indeed is impoffibie to be extratled from 
Metals. But if we can, by tie help of Art, turn the moft pure Tire again into Earth , may not 
of this new Earth ( when it is by the benefit of Art fixed, and rendred confiant in Fire) Le made 
a Matter purer, than all things in Nature Every Man knows, that in Spirit of Wine is contained 
a great virtue comforting the Heart, but by reafon of the burning heat, which it manifefts in thofe 
that immoderately ufe it, the fame is avoided not without Reafon. 
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Now, if you /hill feparate the Burning Sulphur from the Mercury, in the bottom will rema^ 
onely a ton per ate, and to all Conftitutions ( which are vulgarly called Complexions ) grate full f % 
Mercury, in the form of a clear fiveet Water, lvhich Philolophers call their Water of LitqtFrW 
that not imprudently. For the Alimonies of Life are included in it, and this Mercurial \Vj a*, or 
true Aqua-vita:, may be fafely adhibited in all Difcafes ■ always, provided that tb s Spirh' le pre¬ 
pared of Wine, Corn, or of Herbs not Jlinking and venomous. But for Metallich TrarYfmutation, 
every dif illed Wine is conducent, of whatjoever matter it fhall be prepared. Tet tpfat, in the 
form of Water, is able to exercife no power over Piet a/s , but mujl firft be reduci"' .iito a Red 
fixed Fowder, called by Philofophers Gold of Philolophers, Horizontal Gold, Tinging Gold, 
and Living Gold- And, in a word, I fay you cannot find any thing pertinent to Medicine and 
Chymiftry, more excellent than our Red fixed Mercury of Wine : jor it is the true Phoenix or 
Bird of Titan, feeding its Toting with its own Blood ; alfo a true Salamander, which dyes not, but 
is nourifhed and augmented in Fire : and more briefly, It is all in all things. Moreover, Philojo- 
phers confefs that all things lye abfeonded in all , and in good Aqua-vita: all Metals are fpiritually 
found ; which I my felf have in very deed experienced, being otberivife unable to verific the fame. 
0 noble Hermetick Art, and Queen of all Sciences! how bafely and unworthily art thou call 
down, trod under foot by ft inking Swine, and contemned by ignorant proud Fools ! Neverthelejs, 
I doubt not but that this little Book of mine will open the Eyes of many blinded with Ignorance, 
and direct many Readers unto the path of Verity • as my Treatife lately publijhed, intituled. 
Of the Salt of Philofophers, hath already been the Authour of much good to many. For more 
than one of many , who have flighted Chymiftry, having perufed that Enchiridion, according 
to my Information, have again fallen in love with Chymiftry, fet about the Work f renewing their 
omitted labour ) and prepared the Salt of Philofophers , gave good proofs thereof , and having 
wrought in it for certain Days, at length gloried of their fuccefies in Franfmutation of Metals. 
Which Stone notwithftanding is not to be compared with that which is made of Wine or Corn - but 
in comparifon of that is to be reputed as a Clod of Earth to a moft beautifull Pearl. 

Wherefore as 1 before faid, and always fhall fay, I believe that a Medicine and Tintture more 
fublime than the fixed and red Mercury of Wine, hath never been known by Philofophers. In the 
mean while, let every other Plan believe as he lifieth , it fufficeth me that I have written the 
Truth, and refufed to carry hence with me into the Kingdom of Darknefs the greateft Secret of 
the whole World. But the Reafons why I here over-bafhly break off the Thread of my dijeourje 
begun, and in no-wife dif cover the Piet hod by which the Burning Spirit may be prepared , and the 
Mercury latent therein be Separated from the fame , and reduced into a fixed Tinclure , are 
weighty and confiderable. For the whole Work , from the beginning to the end , is fo very vile 
and eafie to be performed, as every Cory don or rude Shepherd f ignorant af all Chymical Arts') 
Would underftand and imitate that Method of preparing the fame. Wherefore it is left to defift 
from any further explanation. Becaufe, to whomjoever God will give it, he will fo eaftly find it 
cut, at the e will be no neceffity of fpeaking one word more than l have already Jpoke. Bcfides, 
for fitch inconfideratenefs, 1 fbould be able to give no juft Account before God, the Judge of the 
Living and cj the Dead, ij this moft fecret Secret of Secrets Jhould as a Grain of Salt be fowed 
among the ungratejull and unworthy People. But the World is too well known to me already : i et 
I will openly Jay this, viz. that the pooreft Plan, as well as him that is wealthy, may attain to 
this fupreme Work • becaufe, for preparation of that incomparable Medicine, no chaigeable Mate¬ 
rials, nor any long time are required. 

Truly, unto me are known divers famous particulars, by the help of which , not onely Silver, but 
alfo all other Pletals are converted into Gold and Silver with great profit , yet are more difficult 
to be elaborated than that great Vniverfal Work. Wherefore this alfo, among all other fruitfull 
Chymical Secrets defervedly doth, and undoubted always will obtain the Priority. 

Now, Son of Art, candidly accept this my Fatherly InftrnPlion, and Friendly Admonition, and 
do not at all commit any thing to Faithlefs Men, of which thou maift have occafion to repent after¬ 
ward. Accordingly, to all the Difciples of Hermetick Philofophy and Pledicine, 1 wijh the ample 
B'. effing of God, here Temporal, and in the life to come Eternal ■ heartily praying, that the moft 
clear unext’nguijhable Light of God , may perfectly enlighten them, a> it did me at the firft. 
Amen. 
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Lie 

Of the Secret Sa!-Armoniack. 

n r > 

/—g~^Ouching this our Secret Sal-Armoniack , I 
j^ave made mention in divers of my written 
li.'oks ; but the way of Preparing it I have 
left to be t, ;ilged in this place. For after I was af- 
fured, that >r ,v.*iy had laboured much to find out ics 
Preparation and Fruitfull ufe in Medicine and Chy- 
mifiry ; I refblved no longer to conceal the Prepara¬ 
tion and profitable ufe in Chymiftry, of our Salmi- 
ack , from the Lovers of our Profefilon ; but chiefly 
for the fake of the Sick (to whom it may be a very 
great comfort and folace ) I chofe rather openly to 
divulge it, without any privy concealment, in thefe 
my Writings; hoping that by the publication of 
this, I (hall do good to many thoufands of Men, and 
for a fign of triumphal Joy crown thcFIead (as with 
Laurel ) of the victorious Queen of the Spagyrick 
Art. 

Firft of all, it is to be obferved, that this Name is 
impofed upon’ this SubjedF, becaufe it in many things 
agrees with common Sal-Armonlack. It pleafed us 
to add the Epithet of Secret , becaufe this Salt is 
known to very few in the whole World ; and they 
who acquired it to themfelves, neither publifhcd it, 
nor ex poled the fame to common ufe, but kept it to 
themfelves as a great Secret; and as often as they 
made mention of that Salt in their Writings, they 
named it their Salmiack ; for proof of which, if need 
were, I could produce many Examples. 

Ccj'mopolita, being about to (peak of this our Sal¬ 
miack, erves out thus : O our Sea ! O our Sal-Armo¬ 
niack ! His Sea was Oil of Vitriol, and his Salmiack 
the Volatile Spirit of Urine. When thefe two are 
joyned together, they give forth from themfelves our 
Secret Salmiack ; by the help of which, fo many won- 
derlull Works are performed in Medicine and Chy- 
miftry, as you (hall here following hear. 

Paracelfrrs and Helmonl called this Salt, Alcaheft ; 
being that, of which the former writ little, but the 
latter very many things; and yet both kept the feme 
fecret to themfelves onely, infomuch as Helmont dif- 
covered it not, even to his own Son ; and other 
Men, his intimates, requiring it of him, he put off, 
laying, it is an E»s very difficult to be acquired: and 
thus he freed himfelf from the importunate Intrea¬ 
ties of many. And how little others could get out 
of him, is manifeft by the following Saying, which 
is thought to be his. 7be Liquor Alcaheft is made of 
Blood and Urine. It is credible that he might make 
fuch an Alcaheft of thole Subjects. But the reafen 
why that kind of Alcaheft may be prepared of Blood 
and Urine, as well as of Oil of Vitriol and Spirit of 
Urine, is this: There is a great affinity and fimili- 
tude between the Macrocofm and Microcofm, viz,. 
Man ; infomuch as whatsoever may be had in the 
Alaerocofin, may al(b be found in the lefler World 
Man. For as in the great World an Univerfal Aci 
dity, viz,. Vitriol, commonly is generated in Subter¬ 
ranean Tibres, Bei> or Veins, and is there kept in 
perpetual Digeftion by the Central Fire of the Earth, 
and at length ripened into Mineral and Metallick 
Bodies ; (6 alfo, in the Body of every Man, the 
Blood of the Veins (as an Univerfel Microcofmick 
Acidity) is generated, and by long Digeftion of the 
central Fire of the Fleart augmented, meliorated, 
and at length tranfmuted into Fle(h, Skin, and Bones. 
Therefore, in the Blood of Men or Animals you may 


find an Acidity, like to that which is found in the 
great World : Hence it may be faid, that our Secret 
Salmiack may as well be prepared of the Blood and 
Urine of Animals, as of Oil of Vitriol and Spirit of 
Urine. Neverthelels, I fay there is a vafl difference 
between thefe two ; for Oil of Vitriol may be amen¬ 
ded and rendred more fubrile by Rectification, which 
Subtiliation cannot be effected with the Vitriolate 
Acidity of the Blood of Animals. Therefore we defer- 
vedly give the Priority to this rectified Oil of Vitriol, 
as being that, which in every Chymical Labour is 
found far more efficacious than that of Blood. For 
this caufe leaving that Blood, let us fet about rha 
Preparation of our Secret Salmiack , with cleanfed 
Oil of Vitriol and Spirit of Urine fubtily rectified. 


The :way of making cur Secret Sal-Armoniack. 

R Ecipe of Oil of Vitriol excellently well defleg- 
mated and rectified, one pound ; upon which 
Oil of Vitriol, lcifurely pour on fo much highly rec¬ 
tified Spirit of Urine, as unrill there is no more acti¬ 
on each upon other, but they be mortified and (till. 
In that Conjunction, from two Contraries, arifeth 
a middle Salt. This Operation being rightly per¬ 
formed, you will find a (harp penetrating Liquor, in 
which is a power of carrying upwards with it felf the 
pureft Eflences from Animals, Vegetables, and Me¬ 
tals : which is what no other Entity in Nature is 
abler to perform, as we purpofe to (hew. There¬ 
fore if any one, dclirous to make of this Salt 
Liquor a dry Salmiack , do in gentle heat of Ralneo 
abftraCt the unfevoury Water thence, in the bottom 
will remain a fair white Salt, u'hich is our Secret 
Sal-Armoniack ; by the benefit of which wonderous 
Works, may be performed in Medicine and Chymi¬ 
ftry, as hereafter you (hall hear. Now follows 

The Ufe of our Salmiack, by the help of which , from 
Vegetables may be extra tied very efficacious , and 
indeed incomparable Effences. 

H O W or which way the Ancient and Modern 
spagyrifts prepared their Effences of Vegetables, 
is now long fincc well known throughout the World, 
viz,, by Spirit of Wine. Which way of Extracting is 
indeed of it felf a Work very chargeable ; yet Spirit 
of Wine readily extracts the Eflences of Vegetables 
and Animals', leaving the unprofitable Faeces behind. 
Alio, it is not unknown to us, that Spirit of Wine in 
extraction fo notably changeth the Virtues of things 
extracted by it, as the ExtraCt is of lets force than 
the Simple whence it was made,'and that molt ma- 
nifeftly in Catharticks or Purging Simples, infomuch 
as commonly the Dofe of the Extract muft be greater 
than of the Simple it felf. The reafon is, becaufe all 
Purgers acquire the greateft part of their Catbartick 
faculty from that crude and immature ,‘ubftance, 
with which they oppofe the Stomach, and therefore 
are not entertained by it, but jirefently expelled, 
during which Expulfion the Excrements alfo are call 
out. Therefore the ftronger Crudity is predominant 
in Purging things, the more impetuoufly do they 
move the Stomach ; and the more ftrongly the Sto¬ 
mach cafts out and expells that, fo much the more 
vehemently alfo are the noxious Humouts of the 
Body caff up. If a Catbartick be too crude, rough 
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and immature, the Stomach rejects it much more 
ftrongly, becaule the whole of Nature is thereby 
diflurbed, and with all its might endeavours wholly 
to expell fuch a rude gueft. Jn which violent ex 
pulfion, the Radical Humours are expelled out of 
the Body, together with the Excrements, that the 
Body may be totally freed and disburthened of the 
pernicious filch of them. 

The Stomach lb abhors tome Vegetables, and is 
lb impatient of giving them any time to abide there 
that they may by little and little be expelled down 
ward by Seidge, as it ( enraged with lo great naule 
ating and loathing ) violently calls them up. In 
which Excretion a tenacious vifeous Choler, always 
hurtfull to the Stomach, is expelled, which woulc 
difficultly otherwise be call out by gentle Purgati 
ons, as is feen in Afarabacca and Hellebore. For as 
often as they are taken by a fick Man, without any 
previous Preparation, they continually excite Vomi 
miting ; bur if extracted with Spirit of Wine, they 
vomit not, but onely work downward. 

By all which it appears, that Spirit of Wine, in 
extracting the Ellences of Vegetables (by its natural 
power) lb notably changeth the Virtues of Herbs, 
as it is not lit to be tiled lor all kinds of Extractions; 
and that by realbn of its Nature varying or altering 
the property of things. Nor can you, in fome Dif 
eafes, fafelv ule thole Extracts which are made by 
Spirit of Wine, becaule Extracts are heightned in 
their Heat by'the Spirit of Wine , and therefore 
fhould be avoided in acute or burning Dil’eafes. On 
the contrary, our Menftruum , viz. our Secret Sal- 
Arimntack , in Extraction, alters not the Virtues of 
Species for which it is uled, but extracts from them 
onely what is molt pure, and carries over with it 
by Alembeck, a certain moll fweet Efience, which 
Spirit of Wine can in no wile perform. Therefore 
we defervcdly give Priority to our Liquor Alcaheft 
in extracting the Silences of Vegetables and Animals. 
Yet we would by no means labour to bring Spirit of 
Wine into contempt, lince ir, in lome fubjcCts, fo 
excellently exercifeth its power, as it gives place to 
no other thing. But the Water of our Secret Sal- 
Armcniack perfects its Extraction in a far differing 
manner ; becaule, by the help of Art, that conjunct 
of two fharp penetrating Entities ( viz. Acid Oil of 
Vitriol , and Alcalij'ate Spirit of Urine) is reduced into 
one temperate middle Salt, which Salt is alinoft of 
the fame difpofition as common Salmiack , except 
that in all iis Operations it is found to be more fharp, 
more penetrating and more efficacious than it. 

Now let us come to the matter it felf, that wc 
may lee of how great ule our Alcalifate Vitriol , or 
Vttriolate Alcali, is for preparing lome famous Me 
dicine. I fuppole it will be worth my while, if I 
fit!) of all begin with that Medicine which Varacclfus 
taught to be made of Aloes, Myrrh, and Saffron, and 
is by venerable Antiquity, and by all Authours 
of long life highly commended, and named Elixir 
Vroprietatis. And lince Paracel Jus in delcribing lo 
noble a Medicine, uled few words, but enlarged 
them much in extolling his Elixir Vroprietatis, it will 
not be amifs for us, in this place, to tranferibe his 
own Words following, thus: 

“ So alfo Nature fheweth us an Elixir , is that 
“ which of Natural things may be made compleatly 
“ perfeCt in its proper Ellencc. Such is the Elixir of 
“ Myrrh, Saffron , and yellow Epatick-Aloes. But 
“ whence they have this power, we have ffiewed 


“ in the generation of them. But we come now to" 
the Protels, ( omitting their beginning , of which 
we fpake before ) which runs thus. 

Recipe of Myrrh, Epatick Allocs, and Saffron, 
“ of each one Part, which digefl together in a PoIIi- 
“ can placed in Sand, for two Months with gentle 
“ heat. Then by Alembeck feparate the Oil from 
t! the Faxes without Aduffioti. This Oil digefl to- 
“ gether with an equal Weight of the Circulate for 
“ one Month, afterward keep it 

“ In this are all the natural Vcrtues of a Ballam, 

“ and a greater conlervative Vertue for rhofe that 
“ are aged, than is lawfull for a man to utter : 

“ becaule from it proceeds not one Age onely, but 
‘ 4, 7 or io, &c. It is fcarcely poffible to expred the 
Vcrtues and Natures of it: But as we iudge, 
c enough is dilcovered by us already,which wc think 
‘ needs no, further Interpretation. 

Here Paraceljus deferibes his Elixir in words lb 
obfeure, and likely to caufe Errour, as no man un- 
till this day could ever prepare any thing that was 
excellent, according to the tenour of his Words: 
Helmont among otheis complaining, that he concea¬ 
led the ule of the Alcaheft in delcribing the manner 
of that Preparation. For wholbever uleth that, in 
fuch a Preparation, he obtains a Medicine of fo great 
vertue, as it is able to do what Ice ver Paracelfus a- 
feribes to his Elixir Vroprietatis. 

But if any man be not latisfied in what is here 
publilhed by me, let him confult Helmont difcourling 
thereof more at large. 

Now behold here prclented to thee my Procefs 
for preparing a Medicine of thele three Species re¬ 
duced to Powder, viz,, of Myrrh, Alloes and Saf¬ 
fron. I took of that mixture 8 Lotones, 4 Ounce', 
which I put into a Phial, and upon the lame poured 
one Pound and half of our good Alcaheftick Liquor, 
thefe I let into a warm Bath to be digcfled for two 
or three Days. During this digeffion our fharp Li¬ 
quor dilfolvcd thele Species, and very well united it 
felf to them. This being done, I poured the whole 
mixture out of the Phial into a low Cucurbit of 
Glals, and well luted the Head to the Receiver, and 
jy gentle heat of Balnea cauled whatlocver would 
afeend, to be gathered apart in leveral Recipients 
1. A white penetrating Aromatick Spirit, of amolf 
fragrant Odour according to Hclmont'% words. 

z. A yellow and red Spirit, and both indeed 
very efficacious. Yet each of thele fhould be recei¬ 
ved apart. 

;. Laffiy toward the end ( after all the moifture 
is afeended, and the Fire is a little foniewhat encrca- 
fed ) a ftrong feented red oleaginous alkalifate Li¬ 
quor ; which is fuch as (erves inftcad of a Ballam, 
moft excellent, prefently helping or very falutary in 
all green Wounds and tiftulous Ulcers. The fubtile 
Spirit fhould be adminiftred inwardly, for comfort- 
ng or fuppling the Bcdy with all its internal Mem¬ 
bers, and for preferving the fame magiftrally from 
all vitious afFeifts. Such a moft prefent Remedy is 
earneftly delired, by the aged and weak. The In¬ 
gredients are of a Ballamick Difpofition, and the 
preparation of them is artificial and fubtil, lo as a 
famous Medicine cannot choole bur be made of them. 
For our Salmiack is of fuch a Nature, as by it all 
Vertues of Vegetables, Animals and Minerals are ex¬ 
alted, amplified and meliorated, and that by reafon 
of the Exaltation by it inferred on the Subjects in 
elaborating ; as may more exactly be learned, when 
any one goes about to prepare the fame, and lhall 
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as it were with his hand, palpably touch the vertue, 
and difcern the verity thereof. Therefore here is 
inftituted a Procefs of preparing Saffron, Aloes and 
Myrrh, by which you may know how to work 
with other Vegetable and Animal Subjects, fo as we 
have no neceflity of preferibing a peculiar Procefs 
for every Medicine. Here onely it is to be noted, 
that an accurate Regard is to be had of weight and 
meafurein mixing the Subjects with the Liquor Al- 
caheft. For if lefs of the Armoniack Liquor than 
is fit be added to a dry matter, all the Liquor fo 
includes it felf in the dry matter, as little of the Spi¬ 
rit can afeetid in drilling. But if more of the Li¬ 
quor be poured on than is fir, the afeending Spirit 
will not be efficacious enough, becaufe the vertue of 
that Subjedt diffufeth it felf too largely into that a- 
boundance ofSpirit. Wherefore in all things mea¬ 
sure and weight arc to be obferved. Dry Species, 
fuel) are Herbs, Roots, Seeds and Flowers, drink up 
much Water ; but Woods not fo much, Stones and 
their like, much lefs than they. Therefore, if any 
one, in labours of this kind would do fomething to 
purpofe, he had needto be wary, that he do neither 
too much, nor too little, but in all things obferve a 
mean: fo doing, he fhall fufFer no lofs, nor ever la¬ 
bour in vain. For it is alrnoft impofiible to deferibe 
all Arcamms fo evidently, as every Clown may com¬ 
prehend the fame without any learch. 

I have here laid Foundations with reafon fufficienr, 
every one may build, or not build upon them as he 
pleafeth. Alfo he may read Helmont, who did in¬ 
deed of this matter write largely enough, yet he is 
not always to be underftood according to the Let¬ 
ter ; for in moft places of his Books, he concealed his 
manual Operations, efpccially in his Book of the 
Trife of Lite, where he treats of the Cedar Wood. 
The preparation of the fame requires no tedious 
long (pace of time, but it may be performed in a 
few hours Indeed it would be rhti part of good 
Phyficians to introduce this Preparation of more no¬ 
ble Medicines into their Apothecaries {hops, and 
thence to exclude fome part of their corrupted Reme¬ 
dies. For this being done, fo many men would not 


commended fo much to his Son, for making ( of it ) 
the Univerlal Medicine, we fhall here following 
( Jehovah afiifting ) fomewhat more largely (peak, 
vis,, how it, bv our Salmiack may be extracted from 
Metals, and then be coagulated into an Univerlal 
Medicine. 

Indeed, particular Medicaments are not to be 
contemned but to be eiteemed as good things, to 
them that make a good ufe of them. But Univer- 
fals are fought by Phyficians, being fuch, as by 
which they can get more Honour and Riches, than 
by Particulars, becaufe they are known even to 
every old Woman. Univerfals are not to be ufed 
after the manner of Particulars, particularly toferve 
for this or that Member of the Body, or to relift and 
heal this or that Difeafe onely: but they feek out 
every Cbacbexy ( which lies privily difperfed through 
all parts of the Body, impairing Health; and having 
fought it out, caft it forth of the Body, as well vifi- 
fibly as invifibly through all Emundtoi ics, as fhall 
feem good to Nature, and will be moft conducenc 
to health. Univerfals confume occult Difeafes hid¬ 
den in the Body of man, as Fire confumes Wood. 
Alio Univerfals tinge every vitious Habit of the Bo¬ 
dy ( which otherwife can be expelled by no parti¬ 
cular Medicine) and tranlinute it into a better State, 
fo as the Evil of the Diftcmper is inverted and con¬ 
verted into good, in the place where it is hofpited, 
no further expulfion being required. Of like Uni¬ 
verfals, we will afterwards God giving leave) 
fpeak more at large. Now the time admonifheth us 
to return to out Sal Armoniack , to contemplate what 
farther fruit of Utility it is able to effeTt in Medicine. 

Helmont, in his Treatife of the Stone makes men¬ 
tion of a certain Medicine, which by his Alcaheft he 
prepared of Varaceljm his Liuhts , which would re- 
folve the Stone in the B’adder, and expel it in four¬ 
teen Days. Taracelftts aferibes to his Liuhts wondcr- 
full Vertues, which it exercifeth in breaking and ex¬ 


pelling the Stone of the Reins and Bladder. In 
which Helmont polits his Foundation, fhewing where 
fuch a Liuhts may be found, and how by his Alca¬ 
heft it may be prepared into a Medicine fo admira- 


be bafely nogleftcd, nor untimely hurried out of this ble, as it becomes the fupream Remedy againft the 


Life, by the ufe of unprofitable Medicaments, as too 
too often now are 

It is not enough for you to have a Name from 
Galen, and in the mean while not at all tread the 
Footfteps of Galen's vertues. Galen was an honeft 
Heathen, and whatfbever he had gathered with 
much and long ftudy, he left to us accurately writ¬ 
ten before his Death. 

How experienced a man in Medicine Hippocrates 
was, his Writings do dearly fhew. 

Alfo that Avicen was an induftrious Phyfician, by 
his remaining Litterary Monuments, is very mani 
fell, and efpecially by that Epiftle, which lie writ to 
his Son Aboali ; for in that he commands him firft 
to furnifh himfelf with fixty Pound of moft pure 
Mercurial Water ( whence he fhould make the uni- 
verfd Medicine ) before he prefumed to proceed to 
Coagulation of the Stone. 

Thefe indeed were men adorned with high Expe¬ 
rience and a good Confidence, who gloried nor in 
the bare Name of Chief Phyficians, but proved 
thcmfelves fuel) indeed, fnew.ng, that they were 
not idle Adorers of rlie Goddefs Vacua, but men 
moft laborious, as becomes every confcientious Phy 
fician to be. 


Stone. 

As touching the Liuhts it felf, Helmont faith of it, 
that it may be copieufiy found in the Scald fhores 
at Antwerp, and that it for the moft part confifts of 
a certain volatile Macrocofinick Urinous Salt: and I 
making fearch into the fame, have found it juft as 
he deferibed. Likewife, I alfo, according to his 
preferibed Rule, endeavoured to make fuch an ex¬ 
cellent Medicine, and then found the Liquor of the 
Lucius to be fuch as he affirms he himfelf made by 
his Acaheft, viz,, this way. 

1 took one Pound of that Lit Jus beaten to Powder, 
and mixed it with one Pound of our Secret Salmiacb, 
and thence drew off the volatile Humidity with gentle 
Fire in a coated Retort; and then augmenting the 
Fire until the Retort was very hot all over. When 
all was cold, I found the Liuhts with the more fixed 
part of our Salmiack melted together into a yellow- 
ifh dark coloured Stone, which (according to his 
Doctrine) I laid in a moift Cellar to be dillolved, 
and that Stone in aq hours was refolved into a 
greenifh Liquor, and it had a burning Tafte upon 


the Tongue, yet it is not loathfome to be taken into 
the Body, with Wine, Beer, or other fiiitable Vehi¬ 
cles of Water. I my felf alio have given this Liquor 
Touching that Mercurial Water, which Avicen t to fome troubled with the Stone, who by taking it 

were 
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were great!) - eafed. But that the whole Stone fhould 
by help of that be refo’.ved and cart out, in (o fhort 
a (pace of time, I have not yet found. Hence here 
it ieems to me, that Ile/mon: ( as did Paracel fns in 
the Preparation o! his Elixir Vnpner uu, and the in¬ 
credible Vertue thereof hath extolled his Remedies 
with a too much elated Style. They are alluredly 
admirable Medicaments, but that they are able to 
effect (b much ( in all men without diftin< 5 tion ' as 
are afcriled to them, I cannot affentingly witneft, 
although 1 was at great expences, and not a little 
turmoiled about them, yet in the mean while I found 
out many excellent things, the Declaration of all 
which would be too tedious to be here infected. Bur 
I muft needs, in this place, infert fbme few of thofe 
many things 1 then found our. 

If any one apply to the Seeds or Roots of thofe 
Herbs, which are commonly wont to be admini fired, 
for expelling Uiine and the Stone, ( the Seeds or 
Roots being firft reduced to Powder ) a little of our 
Salwiacal Water, and tligeft it in gentle heat of Bai¬ 
lee for 14 hours, and afterward diftil it, a moft 
efficacious Spirit will afecnd ; which Spirit I have 
found ro be more excellent in expelling the Stone, 
than ihe Ltidus. In like manner thofe infects, which 
fhonglv provoke Urine and the Stone, I have alfo 
digefteil and diftilled with our Liquor of Sal Armo- 
mack, and got a Spirit more ftrongly expelling Urine, 
than any Spirit prepared of Herbs. Wherefore this 
is to be warily ufed, and fuch forcibly expelling things 
well obferved, among which more forcible than all 
other are the far evilly finelling black Worms of May , 
and Cantharides. 

After the fame manner, as we have taught to be 
here done, may alfo be inftituted an Operation for 
extrafling ( bv diflil'ation) from all Vegetable and 
Animal Subjects their molt potent Vertues and pureft 
EiTences, by our Vitriolate Alcalick Water; viz,. 
from Aromaticks, egregious Cordia's ; from Woods 
and Roots of Sudorifick Herbs, iamous Diaphore- 
ticks; from foporiferous Simples, admirable Ano- 
dincs; from purging things molt excellent Cathar- 
ticks, arc. But there is no realon 1 fhoulJ longer 
tnfift on thefe things of lefs value, lince every skilfull 
man can prepare himfelffuch medicinal Spirits as he 
hath need of. Here he cannot calily commit error, 
fince for all Herbs, Seeds, Roots, flowers, and 
Woods, there is but one one'v way of preparing 
them into molt efficacious Ellences, by our vitriolate 
Alcalv. But a better way than any other, yet to 
be difeovered, how by our Urinous L : quor, yet more 
efficacious Effenccs may be extracted from Vegetables 
and Animals, is this: 

We are not ignorant, that Spirit of Wine* which 
is for the molt part genera ly ufed for Extraction of 
Vegctab'es, doth not fufficitnt'y extract them, nor 
carry upwards with it felt' what is extracted; but per 
jVone.v afeends, and leaves the Extraft in the Bot- 
rom of the Veliel. On the contrary, our vitriolate 
Spirit of Urine much more (harp than Spirit of 
Wine) d >th nor onely powerfully invade Vegeta 
bles, and attract to it felf their EiTences, but alfo in 
diftillation carries them up with it felf, which is im 
pollible for Spirit cf Wine to do. For although the 
Spirit of Urine ( according to -the external Face ) 
doth as it were mqrtifie the corrofive Oil of Vitriol, 
and change it into a vo'ati’e Salr, and the Oil of 
Vitriol coagulates the fubtile Spirit of Urine into a 
volatile Salt, inlbmuch as of two unlike Entities is 
made a middle Salt; yet both thofe unlike parts are 


not wholly changed in their former Nature Fr Jt 
the Acidity of Vitriol remains yet acid, and the t°\V 
noufnefs of the Urine urinous; and both alfo b-A'he 
help of Art may again be feparated each from ‘i'tner 
fo as eithei of them may perfectly recover its own 
priftinequalities, and nothing of'them be found to 
beloff. As for example, fuppofe 
It be required, that 1 fliould recow £ my Spirit 
of Urme, as pure and fubtile as it HVwhen pou¬ 
red on the Oil of Vitriol: Then I add to 0 ur Sal- 
mack (according to juft meafure and weight) 
onely fo much Lmvium as of the Acidity is niorti- 
hed, and the Spirit of Urine afeends fubtilly pure 
again, and full as good as it was before its conjunc¬ 
tion with the Oil of Vitriol. But the Oil of Vitriol 
is a tered, and by the Salt of Tartar reduced into a 
middie Salt, which alfo wants not its Fruit of Utility 
in Medicine and Chymiftry. If you would from 
this mixture recover our Acidity with the Spirit of 
Uiine, add to our Sain,tack a Subjeft eafily dillolva- 
b.e ; mix and give a gentle Fire, for then the Acidi- 

7,r , U P™ chat eafie to be diflolved, and 

dillolves the feme, and makes abundance of its con¬ 
comitant Spirit of Urine to afecnd, which in its afcenc 
takes up with it fe.’f the pureft EfTcnce of the Sub- 
jedt added, loofcd by the Acidity in Solurion, and 
thenceforth may be ufed for Medicine and Cbvmi- 
ftry, according as the Subjeft was. For Example 
If I add red Corals bearen to Powder to my Alca- 
heftick Liquor, the Acidity corrodes thofe Corals 
without any delay, and lets go the Spirit of Urine 
which brings over the helm with it fo/ the Ellence 

. STm 3 '- Bu , C rhe Acidir - V > when you pleafe may 

by diftillation be feparated from the Corals If to 
our Liquor be added Pearls, the Spirit carries the 
vertue of them upward with it felf. And if you add 
Stones Minerals and Metals, the Spirit of Urine doth 
likewifc carry tip with it felf the Elfences of them 
Bur the Acidity remains in the bottom with the 
Stone or Metal, and may afterward diverfty be a- 
gain feparated from the Stone or Metal, and applied 
to tins or another ufe. “ 

Having already heard how the moft pure EiTences 
of \ egetab.es and Animals, by our fecret Sal sumo- 
mack are to be diftilled by afeent, let us now a’lo tee 
how Metals and Minerals may be highly purged by 
the feme,and reduced to their lirft matter: which firft 
matter is jio other than a moft fobril Mercurial Wa¬ 
ter, in which the pureft part of the Metal is latenc 
in the form of running Mercury, which Mercury 
is fit for preparing whatfoever Work you will of it 
either Sol or Luna particularly, or a true Univerfel 
in jure vaftly tinging. Nature, in the Bowels of 
the Earth did primordially generate a’l Metals of 
Rich a volatile Mercury. For when rhe Allrams 
through the Air, feminate their metallick Seed rhac 
Seed is from the Air introduced into the Earth 
where that, as matter dean or unclean offers it felf 
preduceth Metals either pure or impure. Wherefore 
Philofophcrs rightly determine the Root of Metals to 
be fited 111 rhe Air, but their ftem and branches in 
the Earth.. Daily experience reacheth us to give 
credit to this, as often as in digging we come to the 
deepeft feituation of. Metals, great Experiments of 
this matter difeover themfolves to us, but becaufe 
touching this enough hath been Laid already we 
forbear to proceed further in fuch a Difeourfe 'Here 
enough is laid, namely, that we know the Original 
and beginning of a!l Meta's to be no other, than an 
Airy fubtile opirir, in which are reconded the Suf- 
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as hur and Mercury of Metals. ' Therefore, tlnce here 

purpofe is ro give fo great Information to every 

mo' a unskilful! man, and as it were to put that in 

his fw r ds, which may be done by the help of our 

fecret Salmiack, I think not amifs openly to dilco 

ver certain Examples of Procefles, evincing the 

power of r he fame. Wherefore I here offer a Pol 

fible a \ 
mxii 

Way of preparing a fubtile Mercurial Water (from which 
a running Mercury , called by A u cient l hilojophers , 
the Mercury of Philofophers, may by the help of Art be 
ripened into a mofi potent TtnSlure ) cut of all Met ah. 
by the benefit of cur fecret Sal Armoniack. 

L ET the Searcher of Art know, that the Prepa 
ration of the Mercury of Metals and Minerals, is 
of a diverfe kind. 

But generally, a Mercurial Water may be prepa 
red of all Metals, yet of one more eafily, than of 
another. 

Recipe the filings or rafpings of a Metal, as Mars , 
Jupiter or Venus, one Pound, with which mix half a 
pound of our dry Salmtack. If thefe be well mixed 
and by Retort diflilled, the metal will be corroded 
by the Acidity, and the Mercury thereof be treed 
from its bonds, or feparated by Diftillation, becaufe 
the Spirit of Urine carries that up with it felt invifi 
bly ; but when the Spirit is extracted from it, it be 
comes vifiblc, as afterward fhall be taught. 

If you pulverife the Remanency or Refidue of the 
Metal, and boil it with Water, you will have the 
Vitriol of that Metal you ufed, viz, of Mars green, 
of Venus blew, of Jupiter, Saturn and Luna, white, 
of Sol yellow. The caufe of fuch Vitriol is this : 
fincc the Acidity of our Salmiack adheres to the Me¬ 
tal, it in fome fort dilTolves that, and in fuch wife 
prepares it, as by the help of common Water, the 
fame mav eafily be dilTolved. 

Note . If the Metal ( which fhall remain in the 
bottom of the Vellel, after the Vitriol is extracted 
from the fame by the help of Water) be mixed with 
frefh Salmtack, that will again be conducive, but 
not yield you fo much Mercury as you got the firfl 
time" And if you make the fame trial a third time, 
a little Mercury will afcend, but not fo much as did 
the fecond time. 

Which cropping of golden Branches from the 
{haded Tree Virgil excellently difeovered when he 
fa id: One being pulled off, another fucceeds, if the 
Fates call thee, otherwife by no flrength, nor any 
Iron, canft thou pull off that Branch Of which 
cropped or pulled off Branches, the firfl is greatcfl, 
and nioft rich with Gold ; the fecond is lefs and 
more poor ; the third much lefs and moft poor. 
Therefore it will be no profit to you to pluck off 
more than one Branch, but it is better in proceeding 
further, always to take new matter. 

Out of that Vitriol in another certain manner, 
Mercury may again be extracted, which Mercury vj\\\ 
be far more"noble than the firfl, as fhall be fhewed 
more at large here following. 

In the mean while, to the Lovers of this mofi: no¬ 
ble Art, I cannot choofe but demonflrate a wonder- 
full thing,-which is this: Whenfoever you fhall 
pour Spiric of Jupiter ( prepared in the above com¬ 
memorated manner, and mofi fubcily rectified) up¬ 
on the Spirit of Mars, the Mercurys both of the Mars 
and Jupiter will fuddenly embrace each other, and 
be connexed in fuch a bond of Love, as leaving the 


Water, they will conjunctively fettle to the bottom 
in the form of very fmall golden Atoms; which 
Atoms of Gold, in that moment in which they are 
formed of both the Mercurys , you fhall fee conver¬ 
ted into cor.lfant and fixed Gold. Which I rake to 
be one of the greatelt Wonders, whichever came to 
my hard in ah my Chymical Labours. If I had tried 
this Experiment but once, I might my felf have 
doubted the truth of the fame. Indeed I have found 
out the caufe of this fwifr fixation of Mercury ; but I 
fhoutd do very inconfic'erately to divulge the fame. 
Paracel fas writes in his Heaven of Philofophers, that 
no melioration of Metals is to be expected, unlefs 
they be firft fpiritually mixed. Other Philofophers 
likewife fay, Metals are firfl to be reduced to their 
firfl matter, that is, into a fubtile Spirit, before they 
can be nobilitared and bettered : which I know to 
be confentaneous to verity,according to the Teftimo- 
ny of the following Example ; which is another 
wonderfull Experiment, to be performed ( by the 
Spirit of Jupiter ) thus. 

Difiolve a little Gold in common Aqua Regia, into 
which Solution pour a litt'e of our mercurial Water, 
mix it by fiirring or fhaking rhe Vefiel well: then 
the Mercury of Jupiter in a magnetick way, conti¬ 
nually attradls the Gold to it felf from the Aqmt 
Regis, and tingeth the Water with a Blood Red Co¬ 
lour, at length the Gold, with the Mercury of Jupiter 
conjunctively will be precipitated to the bottom of 
the Vellel, in the form of a purple Powder : which 
being edulcorated and reduced with Borax, the grea- 
reit part of the Mercury vanifheth, but a little of ic 
will remain with the fixed Gold, and render that: 
fnow like and friable. By which we may fee in 
how great Love Gold anfwers to Tin. 

Yet this is not the true way of preparing any 
thing eminent, and to purpofe of both. Therefore, 
if any one expeCts a noble product from both, he 
muff with gentle Fire fix this purple Gold, that the 
Mercury of Jupiter may not fume away, but remain 
with the Gold. 

In both thefe recited Experiments to our fight is 
expofed fo fwift a Fixation of Mercury , as every 
man, although but of weak Apprehenfion, may 
eafily fee, that the Tranfmutarion of Metals is truly 
true, and that the fame ( by the help of the fixed 
Mercury of Metals ) may be done by projection in a 
moment. For Mercury fixeth Mercury, being joyned 
in a jult proportion. Therefore if volatile Mercury 
can do that, how much more will the fame, when 
fixed perform, being that, which bears about it felf 
its own Sulphur. 

Athough 1 could as well difeover other ways of 
preparing a good Mercurial Water of a Metal, by 
our fecret Sal Armoniack, vet I confider, fuch a 
Libertyof publicklv imparting things, would rather 
be injurious, than "profitable , becaule Pearls would 
I be without diftindtion, caft before every fordid Swine, 
i But more than enough being already publifhed. 
Time admonifheth us to dclifl, efpecially becaule 
there is an incire Treadle of the Mercurys of Metals 
written and publifhed. Yet I mull confefs, that this 
Mercury, prepared by the help of our Salmiack, is of 
another nature and property than the other prepa¬ 
red in another manner. There is little elfe now re¬ 
maining, unlefs, tofhew the way of extracting Mer¬ 
cury from Minerals, by help of our fecret Sal Armo¬ 
niack ; which Mercury is able to eifeft as much in 
Medicine and Alchymy, as the other extracted out 
of Metals. Here follows 
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R Ecipe of Antimony pulverifed one Pound, of 
our Salmiack , \ a Pound, thefe well mixed, 
diftil by Retort, and our Salmiack will all come off, 
and by the Alembick carries with it felf the moft pure 
Mercury and Sulphur of the Antimony, of a Black 
Alh Colour, which Sublimate is named the Head of 
the Crow. For if you caff a little of it into pure 
Water, the Salmiack will melt, and rhe Mercury and 
Sulphur will remain in the Vcffellike a gray Powder, 
which if you dry, and then touch it, you will find it 
like to thin light Feathers, whence it acquires to it 
felf the Name of the Crows Head. Therefore,when 
you fhall make it hot in a Crucible, it melts into a 
red Stone, which indeed is nothing conducent to our 
purpofe. Yet if you would thence make fbmewhat 
that is excellent, you mull obferve fuch a Procefs as 
this, here following. Put your gray fublimate or 
Crows Head, which did afeend (being firft reduced 
to Powder) into a Glafs Body, and upon it pour lo 
much of my Tartar, as (hall be iieedfull for morti¬ 
fying the Oil of Vitriol, then lute an Head thereon, 
fitting a Receiver thereto, and fubminifter Fire in 
Sand, untill all the Humidity fhall afeend. This be¬ 
ing done the Acidity remains with the Salt of Tar¬ 
tar, and the Spirit of Urine afcends alone, carrying 
upwards with it felf the moft pure invifible Mercury 
of Antimony, which afterward by the help of Sol 
or Luna ( as above we taught of Mercury ) becomes 
fixed and vifible. But a very fmall quantity of Mer¬ 
cury afeends, which doth much difpleafe the unfaria- 
ble Slaves of Avarice ; becaufe they rather take de¬ 
light in immenfe Maffes of Gold, equal in magni 
tude to the Flead of an Ox. Yet no good man de- 
fires that, but is content with that little, which God 
is pleafed to give him. Neverthe.els, if any one 
would have a great quantity of that, he may obtain 
the fame. For the Subjects, whence it is extracted 
are preparable for no great charge, being fuch, as 
enough of them may always be had. From one 
Pound of this mercuii.il Water, fearcely three or 
four Grains of corporal Mercury will afeend. For 
rhe greateft part of it remains in rhe bortom with the 
Sulphur and Salt, which are fixed apart, as here¬ 
after fhall be taught But in that fb little Mercury 
lies hid in the mercurial Water, other Philolophers 
alfo knew, unanimoufly teaching, that Avicen is to 
be followed, admonifhing (in a certain Epiftle to 
his Son Aboah ) all that he had need of 60 Pound 
of moft pure mercurial Water. For if the whole 
Water were Mercury , there would not need have 
been fo much. Philofbphcrscall this not A^uaVitis, 
but A<]ua Vita ; becaufe the Mercury in it is moft 
fpacioufiy diflipated, as afterward (God willing ) 
fhall be dilcourfedmore at large. 
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little after puts on a Blood-l.ke Colour. Yet it b not 
then to well fixed, as that it may be tak< our but 
muft be fuffered to Hand for fome time 111 , jrninz 
, oa s > yer vv ' t ^ this Caution always, that rhe Fire 
be no ftronger, than by which the Red Stone may 
be liquified, and remain liquid in, like Oil For it 
will melt aseafily as Wax, and neither the Mercury 
nor the Sulphur , nor the Salt evaporate; which is 
that which affefts the mind with admiration. I have 
made trial of this in a Glafs with a long neck ftanding 
out of the heat, where I could fee not fo much as 
one Grain to afeend ; whence I conclude the fame 
Operation may be done, and fuch Fixation made in 
an open Fire in a covered Crucible made of good 
and fit Earth well burnt. For the Salt of Tartar 
the Acidit F of Vitriol, doth fo embrace 
the who e Mercury and Sulphur , and as it were hold 
• uded ' n ( hat the fame is compelled to 

abide in the Fire, and permit it felf to be ripened. 

1 hus this volatile Salt to out Mercury is the Lurina- 
of Sapience , and Seal of Hermes, with which it is fo 
bound, as it is conftrained to abide in Fire untill Tis 
fixed. After it fhall be fixed, it may be ufed with 
admirable profit in Medicine and Chymiftry. But 
you muft rightly make trial, whether it be well fixed 
or no, thus: Put an Iron Wyar into the liquified 
Mafs, and with that take up a fmall quantity for 
proof. Wafh away the Salt from it, and caft the Red 
1 owder upon a Silver Plate heat red hot: if it fume 
not bur enters and tingeth the Silver, not with a 
black, bur with a yellow Colour, then the Mercury 
wah its Sulphur, is fixed. Whofoever hath but once 
rS „, ls Stone, hath done a very great and profi¬ 
table Work, although he hath fpent many Weeks in 
preparing the fame. For fo foon as the Mercurial 
Sulphur of Antimony fhall be fixed, fome of it may 
prefently be applied to neceflary ufe, and inftead of 
tnat as much volatile and immature Mercury added • 
then the fixed Mercury willingly admits into it felf 
its Brother not fixed, that together with it felf it may 
alfo become fixed. Therefore as many Months as 
the firft Fixation required for its perfection, in fo 
many Weeks may the fecond be abfolved. Alfo the 
fecond Fixation being compleated, another part of 
the Medicine may again be taken our, and other not 
fixed Mercury again be put in, and fo forwards to 
infinity, or as long as the Artift fhall think fir. 

Air hough this fixed 1 infture of Antimony be an 
Univerfal Medicine, healing all curable Difeafes • vet 
for Metals it is onely a particular Tincture, by help 
of which you may indeed convert Silver, bv gradua¬ 
ting, and at times, into Cold ; but yet at one time 
you cannot tinge the whole Body. ' For God hath 
not endowed it with fo great power, yer he hath 
liberally beftowed that on it which is worth while • 
infomuch as we owe as great -praifes to God moft 
high for the fame, as they' are obliged to render to 
him, who are partakers of the grea^t Stone of Philo- 
fophers. 


Now returning to our Crows-head , let us fee whe¬ 
ther it may be made white, By a lotion of a fharp 
Lixivium. If you rake the Glafs out of the Sand, 
after you have once abftrafted thence rhe Mercurial 
Water, you will find your black Crow turned into 
a white Swan : for in the Glafs you will find a Snow- 
like Salt, which if you rake out, and put into ano 
ther round Glafs, or Philofophick Egg, and fet that 
into a Fixatory Furnace to be fixed, the white Co¬ 
lour in twenty fours hours waxeth yellow, and a 


As we have hitherto taught rhe way of Pre¬ 
paring a particular Tinfture for Metals, and an Uni¬ 
verfal Medicine for humane Bodies of defpicable An¬ 
timony ; fo alfo may a Tinfturc be made of Am big. 
merit, immature Mineral Elect rum , Cmr.ab urine Sul¬ 
phur, and all other fuch like, by the help of our Se¬ 
cret Sal-Armoniack. Wherefore, by this one onely 
Procefs is fufficiently explained, how from other like 
Subjefts ( where Sulphur and Mercury are conioyn- 
ed) fuch a Medicine may alfo be prepared. 
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Whofoever well underftands this way of fixing 
Mercuries prefcribed by me, will find more Secrets 
than he can ever think of, imagine or feign to him- 
(elf. For fmee fucli a Fixation may be performed 
in open Earthen Velfels, you have not onely this 
conveniency, that as often as you pleafe you may 
rake out fome of it, and make trial untill you come 
to a perfect Fixation ; but alio you have this prero¬ 
gative, that your Mercury , with its Sulphur, is fixed 
with a flaming Fire, which always immediately" 1 
toucheth our Sulphur and Mercury, and exalts the 
fame in its own congenited "I inifture, which is what 
a clofe Fire cannot do. Every Fire, by its own na¬ 
ture and property, infers a 1 inclure in Mineral Sub- 
jefts, efpecially when the Flame can immediately 
touch the Subject neither doled nor open , as above 
you heard, where we treat of Rubefying the fixed 
white Sulphur. We difeern the fame in Crucibles 
made of white Earth, and fet one within another, 
that the out mo ft, which is expofed to the touch of 
the Flame becomes Red; bur thofe which Itood with 
in it ( being free from the contad of the fame ) re 
main white. 

Alfo we are not ignorant, that thole who make 
Tobacco Pipes, ( that they may have them pureiy 
white ) do burn them in a large Pot, that they may 
not be touched by the Flame, and fo be tinged with 
Rednefs. Whence it is fufficicntly underftood, that 
even in Fire is a Tincture, by which white Bodies 
are tinged with Rednefs. Hence I, not without rea- 
fbn, fay: • He is not ill adviled who ripens his Tinc¬ 
tures under a certain Covering in open Vellels, be 
caule they that way are nor onely fooner fixed, but 
allb exalted in their Colour ; yet with this Rule al¬ 
ways obfei ved, viz,. That the Tindurcs be always 
leafed with Homes Seal, or Philofophically lurroun 
tied or luted with the Luring of Sapience. Where note, 
that the Luting of Sapience, of which l here treat, is 
rot to be ufed for fixing a'l Sul jcfts ? and prelerving 
them from flight , bur it ts an emolument and help 
to thole Subje&s onely, which are as well Sulphurc 
ous as Mercurial, and de’ight ip the Communion ot 
conftringing themfclves by thele Salts, and without 
departure conftantlv remain with them in Fire, and 
prclerve them allb from living away. That by luch 
a way, 'viz,, by the benefit of Hermes Seal, Mineral 
Sulphurs may be fixeJ into Endures, ancient Philo 
fbphers clolely concealed as a principal Arcanum, 
and fcarcelv any ot them hath ever made mention of 
an Artificial Fire, except that very ancient Philofo 
pher Artephius, who moll excellently fpeaks much 
after this manner: Our Fire dijfolvcs all things, pern 
trates all things, defrays all things, participates of Sul 
phur, is equal, continual \ yields no Jmoak, unlefs it be 
excited, for Matter it is taken from elsewhere, &C 
Now accurately mind, whether here is not notified 
fuch a Fire [as l {peak of ] Font anus in his Epi Hie 
faith, he travelled altnoft all the Woild over, that 
he might find fome true Philofophcr, of whom b) 
Converle he might be taught fomewhat of the Secret 
of Secrets: and that he met with fome Philofophers, 
but they were onelv erroneous Vagabonds and great 
Impoftors ; alfo that at length ( after he had erred 
an hundred times, although he wrought in and with 
a true Matter; he pcruled Artephius, and out of that 
Rook learned the Secret Fire ; which if he had not 
done, he had remained perpetually ignorant. 

From all which it is (ufficiently clear, how much 
it concerns an Artift to have knowledge of the Secret 
Fire, Luting of Sapience, or Hermes Seal. Our Fire 


is indeed infigmxed with three Names, yet it is no 
other than one Being, viz,. Oil of Vitriol, by the fixed 
Sulphur of Tartar, coagulated into the form of a Slone. 


But why I here fo clearly deferibe an Arcanum of 
fo great Magnificence, and alfo publifli the fame , I 
have feveral weighty Reafons. Yet, in the mean 
while, I am not at all felicitous or careful! therea¬ 
bout, for fear it flinuld become too common, becaule 
of an hundred Readers that read and perufe the 
fame, fcarce one of them hating labour will give cre¬ 
dit to the Prefcripts thereof; and fome others (who 
loving labour would credit what is here written) yet 
perhaps will want the acutenels ot a Philofophick In- 
geny, by the dexterity of which to inftitute and ab- 
tolve fuch a fixation. Wherefore I rcjoycing in that, 
do confidently and fecure’.y acquiefce, that the Art 
will not fo eafily be rendred tami'iar to every Son of 
the Earth promilcuoufiy without diftindtion ; but 
Art will ftill be and remain Art. Some years ago I 
did demonftrate to the fight of feme of my intimate 
Friends the way pf Preparing the Mercury of Anti¬ 
mony, and commended to them the Fixation of the 
fame bv our Secret Fire ; but they unto this very day 
have never fet their hand to the Work to elaborate 
it ; ..nd that perhaps becaule it teemed to them to 
be too vile a thing, and not (uch as was likely ot that 
it could be prepared, a Medicine of fo great Excel¬ 
lency 

Here in this Treatife I have taught the way of 
Preparing, by the help of Oil of Vitriol, a particular 
and famous Salmiack, by the .benefit of which, from 
Metals and Minerals may be prepared, not onely an 
Univerfal Medicine healing all the Diteafes of Mor¬ 
tals, but alfo a particular Tinature for meliorating 
imperfe&'Metals I have indeed fpoken many things, 
but not all as yet; becaule 1 there had no other 
intention, but onely to dilcover our Secret Salmiack. 
If 1 would proceed farther, I could certainly fay, 
that in the moft defpicable Urine of Men a moft pre- 
tious Treafurc lyes hid, although the greateft pare 
ot the Polleffors of it know nothing of the lame ; 
becaule God, by reafon of their bins, will not im¬ 
part this Secret to them. In the Urine of every Man 
is latent a certain living Metallick Mercury, which 
may thence moft ealily be extracted by the he : p of 
a certain pure Metal,ick Body, or by the Alltftance 
of Art be prepared into a Tindture, or Univerfal Me¬ 
dicine ; according as vve above taught, where we 
treated of Mercury. 

Wherefore writing, I write and will write, that 
no Man in very deed c.n call himfelf poor, 'becaufe 
God hath conferred on every Man from his firft Na¬ 
tivity fo great a Gift, as being brought forth into 
the Light of this World, he may have (uificient where¬ 
with to live, provided' he underftands, and is able 
to perforin what are to be performed. Philofophers 
affirm, that Adam and Eve brought their Stone with 
them out o f Faradfc. Bur to us it is fufficicntly mani- 
feft, that they were call out naked, without all help 
and comfort. Therefore you infer they bore fuch a 
Treafure in their Bodies, as is leen by that of Alorie- 
n:is, who being asked by King Lai id. In what Sub¬ 
ject that famous Stone of Philofophers lay hid ? An- 
fwered ; In thee, O King, it is hidden. And farther, 
fo foon as he had prepared the Medicine, he writ a- 
bout the Veflel.in which it was ; He that carries all 
things with him, needs not the help of another : Signify¬ 
ing, that he needed not tlie help ot any King, becaule 
he had all things in himfelf. Having done this, he 
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returned to his Hermitage, and there blefledly paired 
the relidtie of his Life in rhe ftudy of Temperance, j 
Prayer and Tufting , always glorifying the Name o 
God. For it Mirizn::; had not known that he hac 
about him an ineftimable Treafiire, without doubt 
he would not have left the Xing fb fecretly, but per¬ 
haps have watted in hope of fome Magnificent En¬ 
tertainment : yet he thirfled not after this, but go¬ 
ing away acquiefced in that onely, which contained 
in himfelf, God had long before conferred on him 
when he entred this World. It is fiufficient for me 
that I have not buried my five Talents ( lent me by 
God ) in the Earth, but have reftored them to mv 
Lord, and have alfo fo improved the fame, as I 
have gained other five Talents. 

Before I conclude, I am willing to fay this: 1 
have indeed received of God other five Talents alfo, 
but as yet have not gained five other Talents by the 
llfury of them ; and that not becaufe I fear the feve- 
rity of my Mahers Law againfi his idle Servants ; 
but I fearing Evil from Men, durft not make any 
Improvement thereof, becaufe I fufipeft that thence 
a great and incurable abufe would be fpread far and 
nigh among the great number of wicked Men. Ne- 
verthelefs, I now purpofe to proceed in them, and 
that for certain Caufes ; and ( with the afliltance of 
God) as foon as I can to publifh the Magnalm of 
the Almighty. Accordingly I hope this will prove 
a great comfort and prefent help to the whole Chri- 
fiiati Common-wealth againfi: the Turk , the heredi¬ 
tary Enemy of the Chrifiian Name , Qvid. Pro/per. 
Gerr-?. p. 5.] But the fumme of things to be com¬ 
municated, chiefly confifts in that, which certain ar¬ 
tificial Inventions difeover to me, by help of which 
many wonderful! things may be performed ; and (if 
God Co pleafe) all the Nefts of thofe Tyrannical Ha- 
garens be laid wafie, and fb the Chriftian People be 
fully and plainly freed from their intollerable fervi 
tude. For if it (hall be pleafing and grarefull to the 
inoft wife God, that fuch noble Inventions, hitherto 
unknown, may be divulged and put in pratftice ; he 
alone hath power of procuring oecafions and means 
for making them publiek : but if it difpleafe his glo¬ 
rious Wifcdom, in his Name the Art fhall be buried 
with me, or rather be returned to Him, as to the 
Fountain of Fountains, from whence it flowed to 
me. 

In the mean while, I could nor ehufe but leave to 
Pofterity, for a Remembrance of my Benevolence, 
fomething worth the minding, touching fuch un 
heard-of, heroick, efficacious Inventions. But thefe 
are written as in a Parenthefis, and by the way. 
Proceeding, let us difeourfe a little farther of defpi- 
cable Urine. 

All Men and Beafis live of the Dungs of Animals ; 
alfo no Corn, Wine, Apples, &c. would be produ 
ced, if not dunged with the Dungs of Animals. But 
fome one may objeft and fay, Wild Herbs, Trees, 
Shrubs and Reeds are not dunged with the Dungs of 
Animals, as Vineyards and Corn-fields. I anfvver. 
Thofe Plants enjoy and have another Dunging, viz. 
Celeftial or Rain water, by the benefit of which in 
Autumn and Winter, Branches and Leaves falling off 
from the Trees, do putrefie, and become Dung ; 
which kind of Dunging, in the Spring time betakes 
it felf to the Roots of Trees, that a penetrative Dung¬ 
ing and procuration of increafe may there be made, 
fince the Leaves are to be efteemed the Excrements 
of Trees, with which they arc refrefhed and renew¬ 


ed. Why then may nor the Excrements of k ..1 
ferve for the Renovation of Man alfo > 

No Man can deny, but that the Dungs o r many 
Animals have been ufed in the Galenical Shops of A- 
pothecaries, for the Compofition of various Remedies, 
and are ufed at this very day That in llrine is in¬ 
cited a Angular comforting Virtue, they befl of all 
can witnels, who Shipwrackt in rhe-£ 1’, have lived 
for certain days without Meat or Duuk, and in the 
moan while have luflained their life with the ufe of 
Llrine onely. 

Alfo, that Urine is an egregious Prefervative a- 
gainft rhe Peftilence , the Mailers of Hofpirals 
can witnefs this bv all Men labouring with the 
Be ft. 

Now if grofs Urine, with which fo much impurity 
is mixtjbe of fo great efficacy, what may not its Spir e 
purified , and its volatile Salt etfedb, efpecially, if 
before Diftillation, the famous Ellcnces of Vegetables 
be artificially added, becaufe fuch Virtues of Herbs, 
Flowers and Seeds, Woods, &c. by the help of the 
volatile Salt of Urine , are excited through their 
whole Body, to exercife there their Virtues effica- 
cioufly. 

Wholcever knows how rightly to prepare, and 
duely to ufe Spiiir of Urine, may eafily thence get 
ample Riches, and reap no lefs profit in Medicine 
than in the Tranfmutarion of Metals. Wherefore I 
iere openly confefs, that in this little Treadle I have 
oofited certain Procelles, which (as to their external 
ace ) feem to be of fmall moment, yet to Men skilled 
in the Theory and Pradicc of then), they will find 
fo gainfull a Work, as no Handicrafts man whatfoc- 
ver can gain fb much by his Craft. So much gain 
may be hoped for from Urine onely, if rightly and 
mowingly handled according to the Spagyrick Art. 
Becaufe every one Man may gain not one, but fe- 
veral Imperials by that Art : the Procelles of which 
are diverfe, and that by the onely help of defpicable 
Llrine Hence are thofe frequent complaints of An¬ 
cient Philofophcrs, that their Matter of the Stone is 
caft away by Fools among Dung trod under foot and 
contemned, which notwithftanding ought to be ho¬ 
noured by every Man. I fay, by Every Man , be¬ 
caufe from it the Philofopher extracts his Univerfal 
Medicine, and the Phyfician his particular Reme¬ 
dies. For the Chymift rranftnutes vile Metals into 
better, and fo coniequently every Mechaniek Ope¬ 
rator may expeft fome Fruit from the fame Where¬ 
fore Urine is not to be defpifed, but to be taken into 
ufe ; infomueh , as every drop of it that is fpilt 
fhou'd be bewailed. Yet I proteft I would not diF 
cover this, but for the fake of thofe that have Ears 
to hear ; becaufe other Men naturally deaf to fuch 
things, can reap no profit by this my Doctrine , be¬ 
caufe Hippocrates forbids to give Medicine to thofe 
that are paft hope. 

Whatfbevcr are here related touching Urine, may 
be laid of the black fhining Soot of Chimnies, of the 
Hairs and Horns of Animals, of Egg-fhells, and the 
like, and efpecially of the Fa?ces of Wine, which are 
caft away after the Spirit is extracted. 

But perhaps fome Alan may here fay, Our Secret 
Sal-Armbniack is too coftl v to be ufed for the preferi- 
bed Operation. To him I anfwer. No Man can 
gain fomething for nothing. But whofoever is defi- 
rous to reap fome Eminent Benefit, he mull firft fow 
fome pretious thing. 

Indeed I confefs, one pound of our Salmi.ick (if a 
Man onely follow the literal Senfe, or bare letter of 
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will find but little difference. Every Alan may himfelf 
for rne'pound’of Oil of Vitriol prepared, four or fix more frofoundly fearcb into the Art. Formj own put, 
oounC of Spirit of Urine are required for coagulating I am at prefenr Jo weak, as Strength fa,let b me to proceed 


Defcription ) will coft feveral Imperials, becaufe 

FT r. .. r\T- _* 1_ .. ^ ,1 f/Mir /Nf riv 


pounC^of Spirit of Urine are required 
the Oii°'.vith the fame, which notwithftanding, in 
refpeit of thofe famous things which are acquired by 
the benefit of it, it is not to be judged coftly. If a 
Man cannot prepare his Spirit of Urine, and Oil of 
Vitriol himfC’* but muft buy them of another, he 
then indeed complain of Dearnefs. But to one 
perfectly well skilled, the Sal-Armoniack will coft him 
little more than his manual Labour, infomuch as no 
Man haih any juft caufe to complain of charges. 

If the divine Grace fhall be pleafed to prorogue 
my Life a little longer, I purpofe to publifh greater 
Arcanums. Therefore let God do as he pleafeth, 
his Will is always beft, and better than the belt 
Wills of all Men. Amen. 


A Corollary. 


Well-meaning Reader, 

I N this [mail Treatife I have in few words revealed 
great Secrets, fuch as were known to no Man before 
me, except Paracelfus, who very briefly [peaks of the 
chief of them. And Heimont, touching the great Vir¬ 
tues of that, hath writ many things. And ftnee my 
Sal-Armoniack performs the fame in all Operations , 
which Heimont aferibes to his Alcaheft, I am able to 
aferibe fomewhat more to my Sal-Armoniack, than he 
aferibed to his Alcaheft, yea , many things, which may 
profitably be performed by the benefit thereof , among 
which the chief is this, viz. that by help of it all Metals 
and Minerals may be reduced to their firfl Matter , that 
is, into a Spiritual Mercury, which is the higheft Magi- 
fiery m Chymifiry. 

I, in this little Book, have onely preferred a few ways 
of preparing Medicaments, and that in a Lac onick-Style , 
becaujc I writ thefe things in my Subbed. Indeed I 
could willingly and gladly forbear Writing, both now 
and heretofore ; for by all that ever I writ , I never gain¬ 
ed one halfptny . But Chrifiian Charity inflamed me to 
confecrate this great Arcanum , and the fruitfull life 
thereof, ( before I dye, knowing in the Grave nothing 
can be done ) and to publifh the Jamefor the good of Man¬ 
kind remaining in the Earth ; being full of great Hope, 
there will not want fome Religious Spagyrifis confcious of 
Piety, that will prove them]elves fatthfull difpefers of 
this bequeathed Gift, and heal the Difeafes of the Poor 
gratis. But if the great troop of Malignant Spirits pre¬ 
fume to abufe the Prafticers of this mofi noble Art, they 
may find NemefiS ready fwiftly to punifh them. 

Every one, as he pleafeth, may prepare mofi prefent 
Medicaments. For all Herbs, the way is almofi one. Alfo I 
in rcfpeCt of Animals, Minerals, Metals and Stones, you ( 


farther m this difeourfe. Therefore , by every good Man, 

I fhall be readily excufcJ, becaufe 1 have given jujficient 
occaflon of fearching into other high Secrets . If this my 
benevolent Communication fujflce not any Alan , he may 
himfelf fcarch farther elfewhere . For it is caficr to add 
to things already found out , than to become the firfl Au- 
thour of new Inventions. 

I had pttrpofed in this little Book to fignific the mofi 
fruitfull u[e of my Secret Alcalifate Spirit of Wine ; 
which is Io great a Secret , as no Man before me did ever 
difeover to the World ; but my Sicknefs hath prevented 
and kindred the doing of that. If God prolong my Life , 
that may be done in another fmall peculiar Book . 

Truly, I highly prize my fecret Sal-Armoniack, 

I mere efieem the ttfe of my Spirit of Wine Alkalizate ; 
that being a Spirit of fo great potency, as from all Mine¬ 
rals, Metals and Stems, it extracts a mofi pure Tinc¬ 
ture, and by Alembeck brings the fame over the Helm 
with it jelf. What fhall I fay ? Even fixed Gold it felf 
cannot refifi it, but fuffers it felf without a Corrofive 
(like fweet Water coloured yellow with Saffron) to be 
drawn upwards. In a word, this Alkalizate Spirit of 
Wine is an admirable In fir itmcnt for a Phyficiari, of it 
to prepare efficacious (yea incomparable) Medicaments*, 
and he may eafily acquire abundance of it, and that for 
?jo more charges , than after the common manner any o - 
ther common Spirit is prepared. He that feeks (hall find. 
Wherefore rife from your foft Pillows , and with fmutted 
Hands touch black Coals , and accurately give heed to 
the infituitions of Art. For with Idlenejs, Eating, 
Drinking, and playing on Mufick, you (hall never ap¬ 
proach to great Myfierics. I would have you always 

think of this that is now once fpeken. It is indeed tmpof- ■ 
fible for a mofi unskilfiill Man to believe or comprehend, 
how great things may be prepared by help of this burning 
Spirit. 

About the end of the Preface of this Treatife, I men¬ 
tioned fome few things touching the fame ) viz. that of 
good burning Spirit, with little labour and no great cofi, 
in a very eafie way a true ttniverfal Aledicine for hu¬ 
mane and met a Hick Bodies might be made. This I 
would have no Man to doubt of, but to account of as 
mofi true. For I now ready to be laid in my Grave, 
have great need to be very carefull how I divulge any 
thing, unlefs fuch pure verity as experience hath taught 
me. If the mofi wife God will prolong my Life untill 
the next Summer, and enable me to write out of Bed, my 
purpofe is to publifh feme other new wo?iderfull Works * 
but if in the mean while I be taken away from the num¬ 
ber of the living, then (candid Reader) kindly accept of 
thefe few things here written. 

This being thus imparted to all diligent Chymical Ope¬ 
rators (whom I here falute and bid farewell) I wifh a 
Divine Benediction in this Life, and Eternal Glorifica¬ 
tion hereafter. Amen. 


Glory to G O D onely. 


Fix End of the Seventh fart. 
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FIRST APPENDIX 


T O T H E 


SEVENTH PART 


O F T H E 


Spagyrical Pharmacopoea. 

In which is contained, how many, yet greater, Secrets may 

be prepared by the Alcabeft , or Secret Sal-Artnoniac than thofe which 
are mentioned in the Seventh Part of the Spagyrical Pharmacopoea ■ viz. 
how Vulgar Mercury may be firmly fixed, and rend red totally conftant 
in Fire, within the fpace of three Days. Alfo an Explanation, how by 
the benefit of it may eafily be acquired the Mercury of Wine, as the 
higheft Medicine of the World. Likewife, that the Secret Fire of the 
Wife, otherwife called the Fire of Artepbiu* is the fupreme Secret of Secrets: 
Together with a Revelation of other admirable Secrets, of which the 
Authour hitherto hath made no mention to any Man. 


To the Well-meaning READER. 


Could not forbear to fignifie to the Lover of divine and admirable Works, the Reafon of my 
former omifiion or filence ; namely, why in a little Treatife of mine lately pullijhed (which 
is intituled The Seventh Part of my Spagyrical Pharmacopcea ) in which / treat of my Se¬ 
cret Sal-Armoniack or Liquor Alcabeft, 1 fo fuddenly broke off the Thread of my Writing 
begun , before 1 had any thing largely difeoarfed of the eminently excellent Vertues thereof , which it 
manifefts not onely in Medicine, but alfo in Tranfmutation of Metals. Therefore, the Reafon of my 
abrupt Ceffation war as follows. 

Before 1 had compleatly finifhed the afore-mentioned fmall Treatife, I was affaulted with a grie¬ 
vous Difeafe, which incredibly prevailed more and more daily, info much as I totally defpaired of 
recovering my Health, and therefore thought it neceffary, that whatfoever was then written ( how 
imperfeilly foever } Jhould for the fake of the Poor and Difeafed be committed to the Prefs. But 
fo fc*.i as by the mercy of God, I was in jome fmall meafure recovered, I perufed that little Book, 
and prefently difeerned, that the mojl powerfu/l faculties and virtues which that laudable Liquor 
is able to exercife and manifefl both in Medicine and Chymiflry, were Jcarcely in any-wife treated of, 
but almoft wholly omitted in the fame Book. Hence many conceited Men perfwade themfelves, that 
my Secret Sal-Armoniaek cannot be of fo great Energy or Virtue, as Helmont afcribes to his Liquor 
Alcabeft ; efpecia/Iy becaufe He, in the Coagulation of Mercury, faith, that the fame Q when his 
Liquor Alcabeft hath been but once abjlracledfrom it) is fo fixed, as a pound of it being tried by 
Cupell, leaves behind, after Trial, fourteen Lotones of good Silver ; which indeed is not to be 

efieemed 
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efleemed a vile Experiment , viz. that by fo very little Labour (_ as is one onely aljlrallion of the 

Alcaheft which may be done in a few hours') fitch a volatile , and that the foie Deluder of all 
Alchv mills Jhould be tranfmuted and nobilitatecl into d fixed Metal , trail able and perJ'eveningly 
fuflaining every Examen of Fire ; and that by mediation of fitch a fubflance, as the Liquor Alca- 
hcfl: which per fe is no other than a volatile Salt. Neverthelefs, it is found , that the fame may 
be done,' and that not onely common Mercury , by our Secret Sal-Armoniack ( which otherwife r'en- 
dreth all fixed Metals volatile, and feparates the mofl pure Souls or Tinti tires of them from their 
grofs Bodies, and carries the fame over the Helm with it felf) is tranfmuted into Silver • but alfo 
'the fame is endued with a Vacuity of tranjmuting other imper jell Metals into good and conjlant Gold. 
The Truth of which Ajfertion 1 have not gathered out of the Writings of other Authours, but have 
learned the fame by the continual Inditflry and Experience of my proper Inquifttion • and therefore 
am ablefo much the more confidently to affert fomewhat my felf, touching the fame , to every inge¬ 
nious Man. 

But that you may know the Reafon why Volatile Mercury , by my Secret Sal-Armoniack alfo vo¬ 
latile, is rendred fixed and conflant in Fire ; you are to underfund , that this onely is effected by 
the cleanfing power and virtue of our Salmiack : for in Vulgar Mercury is fomewhat ingenited by 
Nature, which makes the whole Body of it volatile. Now if any one doth well underft and how to 
fe par ate that therefrom by an Artificial cleanfing, the flying Mercury no longer remains volatile, but 
ajjumes to it felf an hard fixed, tractable and Meta/lick Body ; in which kind of Purification to be 
made our Salmiack performs the office of a Mafler. Whence happens finch a fpeedy fixation of 
Mercury; touching which we, in the following Praxis, fhall more amply treat and demonflrate the 
fame, viz. that fo fwift a Coagulation of volatile Mercury into Gold and Silver conflant and abiding 
■ in Fire, is not to be accounted a vile work of fimall value, but to be efleemed as one of the principal 
Arcanums of Nature. This needs no proof, becaufe by the fentence of all experienced Men it is 
l° u g fnce notorioufly known, that this noxious Deluder Mercury, by its volatility, hath deprived 
fome thoufiands of unwary Alchymifts, not onely of their Gold and Silver, but alfo of their Iloujes, 
Lands, Towns, Vineyards , Fields, Meadows, Gardens, and all their other Goods, carrying the fame 
with it felf up the Chimney, and leaving them nothing but an heap of broken Pots, Cucurbits, Glaffes, 
Soot Dujl and Afhes, inflead of the wealthy Spoils and rich Reward they thirfled after with vain 
hope. But as he hath evilly intreated the unskilfull and unwary Slaves and Drudges of Chymiflry, 
fo he hath dealt well with experienced and wary Pbilofiophers, who ( after they had obfierved his 
Inconftancy, and learned to amend the fame ) were fiuch as he was conflrained to obey, infomuch as 
they could fubdue, bind and fix him. This is no Pillion or fabulous Tale, but a Truth which may 
be proved by many hundred true Hiftories, declaring, that in various parts of the World have 
lived thofe who were able to fix. Mercury into a cotifiant permanency. 


Of the more ample Vfe of our Salmiack. 

I Aving in the precedent Treadle omicted the 
belt and moft worthy ufc of our Salmiack, 
(«. that by the benefit of ic Mercury 
might be (o purified, as to be very eafily fixed into 
a Red Body fixt and conftant in Fire) I was incited 
and moved thereby to commit this Appendix to the 
Prels ; especially becaufe in doing the fame, I could 
alfo upon every opportune occafion notifie leveral 
other profitable Secrets, which may be perfected by- 
help of that; as here following you (hall perceive, 
they being inferted one after another. 

Therefore incline your Ear to hear what admira¬ 
ble Effects our Salmiack is able to manifeft both in 
Medicine and Alchymv. 

Firft, Our Secret Salmiack not onely purifies Me¬ 
tals, and feparates the pure part from the unprofi¬ 
table grois Bodies of them, but the Volatile parts it 
carries upward with it felf; and afterward (uffers it 
felf to be again fixed [ with them ] into fixed Tinc¬ 
tures, as already in the precedent Seventh Part of 
our Spagyrical Vharmacopxa, we have very (ufficient- 
ly proved, as well as in our Treadle of the Three 
Principles of Metals ; but alio it is endued with a 
power of carrying over the Helm the moft fixed 
Gold, without any Corrofive, like to a yellow fvveet 



Spirit, and of converting the lame into true An rum 
Fotahile : for fuch Aurmn Votabile, without a Corro¬ 
five adhering is found to be, not onely an efficacious, 
fweet and famous Medicine for humane Bodies, bur 
alfo a true Tinfture for tranfmuting imperfect Me¬ 
tals into better. 

It is indeed a very great Queftion how fuch Gold 
can be a Tintfture for other more vile Metals, lince 
common Gold ( according to the Opinion of many 
Philofophers, and the experienced truth of the mat¬ 
ter) per fe contains in it felf no more Tincture than 
is fufficicnt for it felf, and without prejudice to its 
own virtue or nobility is able to communicate no 
good to other Metals. Neverthelefs, Philofophers 
more acute, narrowly lifting the matter, have found 
that vulgar Gold, by the afliftance of Art, may be 
deftroyed, and its inlide turned outward, but its out- 
fide inward : for fuch deftruction Philofophers have 
called Exaltation, intimating, that the Exaltation or 
Melioration of Gold muft be made in the Sign Aries ; 
to which afiertion 1 could never aff'ent, but always 
believed and urged the contrary, inveighing earneft- 
ly againft Toletanus , who writ Animadverjicns upon 
that good Philofopher of ancient Repute Brace feus, 
as if he had been a dull and obftinate Man, teach¬ 
ing in his Treadle of the Tree of Life, that the Uni- 
verfal Medicine might be prepared of vulgar Mars ; 
for it not a little troubled me ( after by a previous 
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and continued ftudy of reading and peruling the 
belt Authours, Iat length by the Grace of God, in 
, my fearch found and. learned the way of making 
filch a TinftUre and Medicine ) that the laid Toleta- 
nut did lo unhandlomely heighten his Style againlt 
the laudable Rracefcus, and contemned the famous 
Indufiry of that man, inlomcuh as I have, in fome 
of my Writings (although with a certain Zeal, 
which I ingenioufly confefs was unfeafonable ) cha- 
ffized this Zotlns, becaufe he with an impertinent 
Preemption did Co rafhly and arrogantly attempt to 
oppole and contradidl that, which he himfelf had 
nor efficient.Experience of. But it happened, that 
afterward fuch an Exaltation of Gold fell into my 
hand unexpectedly. Whence, feeing fuch an Exal¬ 
tation of Gold to be true, I repented my own folly. 
Wherefore now I openly confefs, that by the help 
of our fecrer Salmiack 1 have very often elaborated 
fuch an Exaltation of Gold in the mineral Aries; 
although in a very fmall Quantity, finding that to be 
diffidently imbibed with the Colour of Gold, when- 
loever onely two or three Grains of fuch exalted 
Gold were mixed with a whole Pound of common 
Water. But in metallick Tranfmutation, during 
thefe days of my indifpofednefs, I could never yet 
try any thing further. If the molt wife God, fhall 
be pleafed to reffore and raife me out of my fick 
Bed (as I hope this next Summer he will) I will not 
omit to try what the aforefaid exalted Gold is able to 
effect iff the Tranfmutation of Metals. In the mean 
while I am perfwaded, that it will prove an amply 
potent Tindure for Mercury and Luna , and thence I 
divine becaufe two or three Grains of fucli exalted 
Gold do tinge a whole Pound of VVater with a golden 
Colour that the fame muff be done with Mercury 
and Luna. Therefore no man hath caufe further to 
doubt, that common Gold, by the help of our .Sal- 
miacb\ n Aries, may be reduced into fome one true 
and fixed Tindure; as here following (God willing y 
fhall be fhewed more at large. 

Of the more largely fruit full ufe of cur Sal Armoniack 
in Medicine and Alcbymy. 

M Y Preface to the feventh Book of my Spagyri- 
cal Pharmacopcsa y mentioneth how the Mer¬ 
cury of Wine may be feparated from any pure bur¬ 
ning Spirit, and perform the Office of an univerfal 
Medicine healing men and metals. But fince in fuch 
a manner of preparing the Medicine as I there pre- 
feribed, very little Mercury of Wine will be gotten, 
not enough to fatisfie thofe, that defire more abun¬ 
dance, becaufe from one Pound of Spirit of Wine, 
fcarcely three, four or five Grains of moft pure Coe- 
leftial Salt are extracted ; which neverthelefs is not 
to be efteemed fo exceeding fmall a quantity, if any 
one fhall with a more accurate learch of his mind 
well weigh the incredible medicinal Vertues thereof, 
which it nranifefts and exercifeth again ft humane and 
metallick Difeafes ; infomuch as ( in either Faculty ) 
in the whole nature of things you fhall find no Me¬ 
dicament like unto ir. Certainly it is a true Coele- 
ftial Medicine, in the form of a certain white fweet 
Salt, for if one onely Grain of it be taken into the 
Body of a Man difeafed, he will thereby be notably 
comforted in ail his Members, and amend and find 
hiibfe’f better in a moment. I inuft needs confefs, 
that I have not long fince found out the Preparation 
of the fame ( during the long continuance of my 
Difeafe) by various Speculations ; and when by rea¬ 


son of my Sicknefs 1 could not rife out of my Bet’y 
to prepare this noble Medicine my felf, I commit 
ted the fame to the hands of my faithfull and trufty 
Friends to be by them prepared, but in a verv 
fmall quantity : For fcaufbd not above two or three 
Pound of Spirit of Wine to te burned, and thence 
could not acquire much Mercury ; neverthelefs I 
found fo much therein, as fufficientlv to content and 
fatisfie my mind as well in Medicine as.'e Alchymv; 
believing, as I have above mentioned;-chat no Me¬ 
dicine more excellent than this can be found in the 
whole nature of things. Moreover, every one may 
confider with himfelf, how great Salubrity fucli a 
Coeleftial Medicine may beftow and confer-on the 
fick Bodies of Men, as often as he accurately weighs 
with himfelf the Subject ( 'viz. Wine.) of which this 
Medicine is prepared. For it is known through all 
parts of the World far and nigh, that under the Sun 
is not given a more excellent Cordial Subjeift, than 
good and pure Wine; although that abound with 
many inefficacious Humidities, and other Tartarous 
Feculendes, whereas on the contrary the Mercury 
thereof is moft pure, ora fweet Cceleftial Salt is ex¬ 
tracted from good Spirit of Wine deduced to the 
higlieft purity. But fome one may fay, what Spirit 
of Wine ? If in that fuch a noble, Mercury be latent, 
and the fame as ic is in it felf be given for comfor¬ 
ting the Sick, what need is there, that it being kind¬ 
led fhould be burnt ; and why may not ( without 
that labour and charge) its volatile Salt be received 
in a Refrigeratory ? In anfwer hereunto let him 
know, that Spirit of Wine is almoft all a mere Sul¬ 
phur, and therefore is eafily inflamed and devoured 
with the Flame, as is common to every Sulphur, viz,. 
that fo foon as it is let on Fire, it confumes it felf,- 
and leaves behind it no other than Afhes and a fixed 
Saltbut the Mercury which adhered to the Sul¬ 
phur, is diffipated in the Air with the Flame, unlefs 
it be taken in a Cold Receptory, in which it may 
cool ,and, condenfe it felf. Indeed we for certain 
know, that no one of all the three Principles of Ve¬ 
getables, Animals and Minerals is totally pure, but 
it always invifibly bears about it felf fome fmall part- 
of the other two Principles, as may beft of all be 
feen in combuftible Entities, fuch are Wood and 
other Vegetables; for they being kindled and fst on 
fire, the Sulphur is onely burnt, but the other two 
parts, 'viz. the fixed Salt, and the volatile Mercury 
remain free from Combuftion. As for Example, .if 
you burn Wood, an Herb, or any other kind of 
Vegetable, the Sulphur onely, perifheth, but the 
Mercury adheres to the fides and walls of the Chim- 
ny. If you thence feparate the Afhes and other 
Filths, which fly together upwards, you will obtain 
a white volatile Salt, altogether like the Animal 
volatile Salt of Urine, except in this onely, that this 
volatile Salt favours of Aduffion. The fixed Salr is 
extraded out of the Afhes by Elixiviation of com¬ 
mon Water. Moreover Animal Entities being 
burnt, viz. the Bones of any Animals ; the Sulphur 
is onely burnt, but the volatile Salt flies away, and 
almoft no fixed Salt remains in the Afhes. Laftlv, 
common mineral Sulphur being burnt, almoft all the 
Sulphur vanilheth into Air like a Flame, and toge¬ 
ther with the Flame an unburnablc Mercury a(- 
cends, in form of an heavy Corrofive Oil, which 
by Chymifts is vulgarly called Oil of Sulphur, and 
is received in Glafs Campanes; neverthelefs that Oil 
is by Philolophers named the Mercury of Philofb- 
phers, becaufe fuch Oil is eafily tranfmuted into a 
C c c fweet- 
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fweet Fufile Stone, of which mv lately publilhed 1 
Treatife of the Salt of Philofophers makes fome 
mention. From all which you may clearly gather, 
that there is no Sulphur found fo pure, but that it is 
impiegnated with (oma fmall part of Salt and Mer¬ 
cury - alio you can find no Mercury, in which is not 
incited fome parr of Salt and Sulphur; and in like 
manner no Salt, to which a little Sulphur and Mer¬ 
cury adheres nor. Which being thus, why may 
there not V- 'ntly be in Spirit of Wine an incombul- 
tible Sale arxi 'Mercury \ And as Spirit of Wine duely 
rectified according to the Precepts of Arc, is found 
to be the pureft of all other Sulphurs, and endued 
with no Feculencies; fo alfo neceflarily, when that 
Sulphur is kindled and burnt, with the Flame mull 
needs afcend as it were an unburnable Subftance, 
which may be received in a Rehigeratory for a 
mending humane and metallick Bodies. Whofoever 
cannot comprehend ar.d believe thefe, he truely and 
condignly may be called a Blockhead, although by 
his Flatterers (men very indiferere) he be ac¬ 
counted even the Eighth of the Wife wen, or a Se¬ 
cond Paracelfius. 

I purpofed in mymind to communicate this fupream 
Medicine to fome candid Friends, that fome prefent 
Medicine may thence be made, by the Salutary help 
of which, I alfo in this my declining Age, and in 
the Diuturnity of my Difeafe, may be made parta¬ 
ker of fome Relief, ftnee 1 my felf now fick in Bed, 
am able to prepare nothing. 

Indeed I did formerly reveal this fo very great 
Myftery to fome of my old Friends, and that to the 
end that they being'found and in health might la¬ 
bour therein, and after their. Work was ended 
( which might be compleated in Eight days ) com¬ 
municate tome, as an Offering of thanks, fome fmall 
part of that Medicine, that my bid infirm Body 
might be comforted ; but their intent was,far other- 
wile : For thefe rude men would not Suffer me ro 
participate of one Grain of the Medicine revealed, 
nor ever came within my Doors fo much as once, 
after they were fully and plainly inftruCted in the 
Art by me raught ; but palled by as if I had been a 
man wholly unknown and never Seen by them. But 
this was to me a very juft and truely deferved Re- 
compence, becaufe I being too credulous, did fo 
vilely call into the Mire the moft noble Pearl of all 
Medicine, not confidering the faithfull 1 admonition 
of the fupream Matter: Beware of Men. 

•I muft needs confels that it is nor a Work for cove¬ 
tous men ; becaufe fitch thirft after nothing elfe, but 
a great Mals of Gold, and think this mott noble Art 
to be no other than a rotten Thread. In like man¬ 
ner I do alfo confels, that common Spirit of Wine 
gives forth from it felf but a very fmall quantity of 
fuch Coe’.eftial Sale; yet a great quantity of the 
fame no man hath need of, becaufe the power 
and efficacy thereof (hews it felf far and nigh. If 
any one be defirous to acquire to himfelf a greater 
quantity of this our Cceleftial Mercury , he may ob¬ 
tain his defire, if he make ufe of a good medicinal 
Reftorative Subject, as Sulphur or Antimony fixed 
ro a Rednels, alfo Gold, Pearls, red Corals, caft 
Skins of Serpents, Boletus or Fungus Cervinus. If 
thefe and the like reftoring or renovating things be 
e.\tra<ffed with Spirit of Wine and the fame Wine 
burnt: becaufe in doing that, with the Flame will 
afcend a moft pure mercurial Salt, which muft be 
received in a cold Recipient. 

In like manner all Metals, when they are duely 


extracted with Spirit of Wine, do in burning give 
forth from thcmfelves a volatile mercurial Salt, which 
may profitably be adminiftred, as well in Medicine 
as in Chymiftrv. For the Salt of Saturn is a moft 
prefent Peftilential Remedy ; the Salt of Venus an 
efficacious Venereal Medicament, the Salt of Luna, 
a moft excellent Cephalick, the Salt of Gold a fa¬ 
mous Cordial, and the Salt of Mars an admirable 
Stomach Remedy, and a true TiriCturc, by the help 
of which vulgar Mercury and Lima, may be ringed 
into Gold. But it cannot profitably be adhibited in 
metallick Labours, unlefs it be firft reduced ro a red 
Fixednefs by the benefit of common Gold, being 
fuch, as after the firft Preparation may be very eafily 
fixed and rubified; although it all attends in a white 
Flame, and the Preparation be from a red Subject. 
For it is fixed and waxeth red, if any one do from 
it but once abftrad the Water of Saltaberis, as Pa- 
racelfus calls it. But if you ask what Paracelfus his 
Water of Saltaberis is, it is not my purpofe at this 
time to publifh and divulge that kind of Water. 
Helmont vaftly erred, when he thought it to be the 
Water of Whites of Eggs, which it is not, but it is a 
Water preparable for a very (mail Price, as much as 
is fufficient. 

In the mean while, no unskilfull Man is able to 
believe, with how great, a property of purging, ele¬ 
vating and fixing rhe Flame of good Spirit of Wine 
is endued. Therefore, whofoever is defirous of 
knowing this, by purring his hand to the Work let 
him make Trial. The Flame of this burning Spi¬ 
rit renders all corrolive and bitter metallick Subjects 
fweet and pleafant; therefore Lully rightly laid ; 
The immature Bitternefs is to be dulcified, that the whole 
Magiflery may be obtained. Briefly I fay, by the be¬ 
nefit thereof, fo great good may be performed^ is 
difficult robe believed, unlels any one before he lets 
about the Work hath beheld the Event. In which 
at prefent we acquiefce, yet out of an abundance 
fhewing this, to, rhat, whenfoever any man hath a 
mind to fubtilize metallick Subjects by a burning 
Spirit ( diftilling or fubliming them into fweet Salts 
or Tindures ) he is obliged by no neceffity at all, 
to ufe no other than Spirit of Wine onely ; becaufe 
a burning Spirit of Corn, or extracted out of other 
Vegetables, will do the fame. . But whofoever would 
wjthout Metals acquire a fweet medicinal Mercury 
per (e, he muft prepare that of the Spirit of fweet 
Wine; becaufe other Vegetables afford not fo much 
mercurial Salt as may be had from Wine; which is to 
be kept in mind as a thing worthy of Obfervation. 

Thus have I here clearly revealed as high a Me¬ 
dicine as ever was or can be found in the Nature of 
things; which no one of the Philofophers before me 
did ever prefume to do. Indeed Albert us Magnus , 
and his Difciple Thomas Ac;iii.:as have written of it 
fornewhat more clearly than others, yet fo, as few 
Readers can follow the mind of them. For they do 
indeed make mention of Spirit of Wine, yet the 
lnftrument under which it is.ro be burned, they did 
not in any wife exprefs, or hint at. Bafilms taught 
that the lnftrument was to be made of Copper ; yet 
this kind of lnftrument is not every way conducible, 
but there is fome dcfeCt in it. As for my felf, Hong 
fought with earneftnels, before 1 could find a fit In- 
ftrument, in which I might receive this Coeleftiat 
Salt and Mercury. Let others after me alfo make the 
like fearch, till they find. It isjiot my bufinefs at 
all times, to caft all things at the Feet of the unwor¬ 
thy. For lam forbid by the Fates, having already 
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divulged more than enough. But wholoever is de- 
firous of learning more touching this kind of labour, 
let him perule Bracefcus in his Treadle of the Tree 
of Life, touching our mercurial Water, where he 
may find things enough worthy of note to yield him 
content. Avtcen indeed writes allb excellently, but 
very briefly. Cofmopolita and Neufementius have writ 
lomewhat more clearly in their Books, yet with lo 
Philofophick a Charader, as fcarcely one among a 
thoufand Readers (hall there find what he leeks. 
More at this time touching this it is not lawful! lor 
me to difcourle; but of other things here to be treated 
of, let every one comment and meditate what he 
thinks good. 

Of the further ufe of our Salmiack. 

I N my lately publilhed Treadle of the three Prin¬ 
ciples of Metals, I fhewed how by the help of 
Proferpina the Wife of Pluto , a tinging Oil ofafangui- 
neous Colour might be diftilled from the Vitriol of 
Mars, and thence be coagulated into a fwect Fulile 
Stone, by the benefit of which great things may be 
efieded in the Tranfmutation of Metals and Gems. 
Bur what, is underftood by Proferpina I conliderately 
concealed from the Reader, as we:l as the Coagula¬ 
tion of the red and white corrofive Oil of Vitriol 
into a fvveet Stone, becaule at that time I purpoled 
not to publilh any thing more thereabout. After 
that Publication, certain Rivals of our Art came to 
me very earneftly intreating, that I would alio re¬ 
veal to them Proferpina and my Coagulation of Vitri¬ 
ol : Thele men by their perfwalive Intreaties fo foft- 
ned my mind, as I wasfreely willing togratifiethem, 
but with this Condition, viz,, that lo loon as they 
had elaborated the whole Work, they Ihould impart 
to me fome fmall Portion of that Medicine, yet this 
promile of a thankfull acknowledgment hath not un¬ 
till this day been fulfilled, wherefore I on the other 
hand fearing that lo great a Secret ( viz. how by the 
help of Projerpina the tinging Oil of Vitriol of a lan- 
guineous Colour, tinging Luna into Gold, might af¬ 
terward be coagulated into a Fulile Stone ) Ihould 
be expoled to publick view by thole, that were fo 
ungratefull to me, was relblved I would my lelf be 
the Publilher of lo great an Arcanum, knowing al¬ 
ways, that the Mailer is better able to difeourfe of 
his own Work, than the Difciple; nor in the leaf! 
doubting, but that by this Revelation or way of dif- 
covery, many Alchymills, reduced almoft to the 
extream neceflity cf Irits, and ready to perilh, will 
be able to recover themlelves, and obtain their pri- 
fiine repute among men. Therefore touching the 
Dilcovery of this Arcanum thus take it. 

By Proferpina in the afore mentioned Treatife is 
underftood the corrofive Oil of Antimony, or in 
defed of that Butter of Antimony, which ( when 
added to Vitriol of Mars in like Proportion, and di¬ 
ftilled by Retort ) carries over with it left the Gold 
of Philolbphers or Tindure of Mars, in form of a 
thick Oil of a languine Rednels; which red Oil, 
when coagulated into a fweer Fulile Stone, will be 
very available in the Emendation of Metals, efpeci- 
ally in tinging Luna into good Gold, as a little after 
you fhall hear. Thele are briefly fpoken touching 
the Antimonial Proferpina : Here following it fhall 
be fhewed by us, how our Secret Sal Armomack may 
profitably be uled inftead of the Antimonial Profer¬ 
pina, after we have premiled the way of coagulating 
the red Oil of Vitriol into a Stone not corrofive, by 
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help of .which Metals may be amended varioufly 
As to the Coagulation of the red and white Oil of 
Vitriol, and alfo of other corrofive Liquors, that in¬ 
deed is very eafie to accomplilh, but hard to find 
out. For all Philofophers have very oblcurcly writ 
of this kind of operating, infucha Laconick manner: 
Dilfolve and Coagulate. The Solution of Mars into 
Vitriol is made by the help ol common Oil of Vitri¬ 
ol, or elfe by Spirit of Salt. But the Coagulation 
into a tingingStone not corrofive is made by the help 
of old, cold and dry Saturn, becaufe he it is, that 
underftands how with his own moll intent Coldnels 
and Drynefs to extinguilli all humid coldifh Tires, 
and to change them into hard Stones. 

No one of the Philolbphers hath writ more clear¬ 
ly touching the Coagulation of mineral Spirits, than 
Paracelfis, in that Treadle which is intituled the 
Heaven of Philofophers, being that in which he 
treats of the Nature and Properties of the feven 
Metals,- and in the Fifth Chapter of Saturn, he thus 
fpeaks. 

Canon the Fifth, touching the Nature anti Properties of 
Saturn. 

S ATURN of his own proper Nature thus fpeak- 
eth. 

The fix other Metals have cafi me cut for their Fxa- 
minator, and have thrufi me from tbemfel-ves out of the 
Spiritual Place: They have given into my Manjion a 
corruptible Body, that I might be what they neither are 
nor defire to have. My fix Brethren are fpiritual, 
thence it is, that they penetrate my Body as often as I 
am burned in the Fire ; and together with me they perijh 
in Fire. Sol and Luna onely excepted, which are clean- 
fed with my Water and wax proud. My Spirit is a 
Water foftning the rigid and congealed Bodies of my 
Brethren. Tet my Body tends to the Earth ; whatfoever 
is received into me, becomes alfo conformable to us, and 
by us is converted into one Body. It would not be profi¬ 
table foribe World, if it (hen! d know or could believe what 
are latent in me, and what I am able' to effeEt. It would 
be more profitable for the World i f it underfiood that, 
with me, which I am able to do: Then leaving all Art's 
of Alchymifis , it would ufe this onely, which in me is, 
and by me can be done. The Coldnefs of a Stone is in 
me-, this,is the Water, by which I caufe the Spirits of the 
fix Metals to be congealed into one corporeal Being of the 
fieventh, that is, to augment Sol with Luna. 

Thefe I have tranferibed word for word out of 
Paracel fits, that by, them it might be fufficientlv ma- 

nifelf,- that he knew how to perform the Coagulation 

of lharp mineral Spirits by cold and dry Saturn, be¬ 
caufe touching that he fo evidently writes, as he 
that writes mod plainly cannot delcribe the fame 
more clearly, although there have been very few 
men, who did rightly underftand this Prince of Phi¬ 
lofophers, and could by his words learn the Coagu¬ 
lation of lharp mineral Spirits there touched, although 
in a particular Tranlmutation of Metals no method 
more eafie can be given rhan by our.Salt of Philc- 
fophers, which from red Oil of Vitriol is coagulated 
by cold Saturn. I will not pafs over in (Hence, whac 
Fruit may otherwile be reaped by the Benefit of this 
in the Emendation of ignoble and very prerious 
Stones; becaule by that kind of labour more profit 
may be gained bv ten Fold, than in the Graduation 
of Metals into Sol and Luna ; for our red Stone ex¬ 
alts all Gems in their Colours, and tingerh white 
Cryftals into all kind of Colours; in which Work, 
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there is not any of the Off fprings of the Earth able 
to do the like. Wherefore the Ancient Ph'ilofophers 
more efteemed this Coloration of Stones, than the 
Art of tinging Silver into Gold ; For fuch a Stone 
not oncly amends Metals, but alio graduates (mall 
Stones noble and ignoble, and tingech them into 
better fhapes and colours. For more excellency and 
good lies hid in defpicable Lead, than any unskilfull 
man is able to imagine or can perlwade himfelf to 
believe •, becaufe the lnfide of it is no other than 
mere Gold, inlomuch as Philofophers have called it 

Leprous Gold. . 

.So foon as this impure Gold (hall be impregnated 
with the Antimonial Oil of Vitriol, and both con¬ 
junctively coagulated together into a red Stone, 
thence mufl ncceffarily be made a Tincture for Me¬ 
tals, as well as for Stones. Much more (hould here 
be fpoken touching our coagulated red Oil of Vitri 
ol: But to what purpofe is it to bring a (ample of 
beautiful 1 Colours before the Eyes of a blind man, 
being fuch as he cannot fee, nor is able to judge any 
thing of. [ See this Procefs plain in Proferpina. j 
In the feVcnth Part of the Prosperity of Germany , 
mention is made of a like Coagulation of (harp Spirits, 
wherefore I would refer every ftudious Lover of cu¬ 
rious Arts to the perufal of that part. For whatare here 
briefly treated of, are there more copioufly handled, 
asevery Reader may find, and apply to his proper 
Benefit. Time now admits not a more ample Dif- 
cour(e in this place, touching fuch (harp Spirits of 
Salt. 

A Fnrthur Ufe of our Salmiack. 

F irft, vulgar Mercury , by the help of our Secret 
Salmiack, may be lb purified in thefpacc of one 
Day, as the day following by one onely abftraCtion 
of the Water of Saltaberis, it may be coagulated into 
a red fixed Medicine. Which fwife Mortification, 
Coagulation or Fixation, was highly efteemed by 
Paracelfus and Helmont. This Mercury , Paracelfus 
infignized with the Title of Coralline Mercury , and 
celebrated the fame with this illuftrious Praife, viz,. 
that in the whole Nature of things, there was not 
any Remedy more excellent for yielding relief in the 
Gout and French Difeafe ; adding, that it recreates 
the mind of the Artift, bccaufe it hath entrance into 
Gold, and with the fame is converted intoGold, and 
fo not a few impoveriflied Alchymifts may again be 
ftored with Riches. But fince the Death of this 
Philofopher, you lhall not find that there hath been 
one or other of the Profefiours of Chymiftry unto 
this day, who could prepare fuch a red fixed Mer¬ 
cury , the Reafon hereof is, becaufe none of the 
Sons of Art could comprehend the Water of Salta- 
I’eris, by which Mercury is to be brought to a fixed 
Rcdnefs, nonel fay, untill Helmont , that moft lear- 
. ned Philofopher of our Age difeovered himfelf, wit- 
nefling that he alfo could prepare fuch Mercury, 
which he infignized with the Name of Horizontal 
Gold, affirming it would fufficiently fupply whatfo- 
ever the Phylician and Chyrurgeon (hould need. 

In like manner, that moft expert Philofopher Nuy- 
fimentius did write of fuch a Mercury, teftifying, that 
two or three Grains of it oncly being taken iti fbme 
Confortative, would purge out all Impurities from 
the humane Body. Indeed Helmont exprefieth this 
in other words, yet by them intimates, that it pur- 
geth out all Filths from the Veins. Behold three fa¬ 
mous men, fervinginftead of the Marpefan Columns 


of all Hermetick' Philofophy and Medicine ; ter they 
have excellently writ of this Mercury ; yet to the 
Inventions of thefe, none of their Succeft'ours have 
added any thing, but have been ft ill and quiet, fhun- 
ning the labour of preparing an Univerfal Medicine. 
During the eight Months i was detained in my fick 
Bed, by reafon of my Infirmity, occafion was offered 
me of a more feriouStMeditation of fuch abftrule 
things, infomuch as I at length found the Water of 
Saltaberis , by the help of which I totally fixed Mer¬ 
cury, not indeed as Helmont faith into conftant good 
Silver, but into very good Gold. Whofcever ts fei- 
zed with a defire of fitccouring the mifery of the fick, 
he will do better for publick good, in ufing fuch a 
fixed Mercury rather for expelling the Cruelty of a 
Tyrannical Gout, and the French Difeafe, than for 
Gold making, unlefs fo far as he hath need to ufe 
the fame for neceflary Aliments. 

Whomever defires to know more of this Coralline 
Mercury , or ( according to Helmont ) Horizontal 
Gold ; let him perufe our little Treatife intituled the 
Seventh Part of theSpagyrical Pharmacopoea, where 
hemay find not onely many Mercurys, which are net 
inferiour to this, but in many things excel it. Alfo 
there you are taught how a burning Spirit may be 
diftilled from all Vegetables, and with luch a Spirit, 
by kindling and burning it, the Mercury of Wine be 
feparated from the Sulphur in flame, and that as a 
pureCoeleftial Salt be gathered ina fit Recipient, and 
adminiftred againft all Difeafes, as afupream Univer¬ 
fal Medicine. Alfo there is taught the way of puri¬ 
fying Mercury, and depriving the fame of every 
loathfome Tafte and Odour, in fuch wife, as it is 
rendred fweet and pleafanr, like to Fire confirming 
Difeafes, and for correcting every Cachexy of the 
whole Body. In like manner the lame teachcth the 
way of preparing Mercury fo, as it offers it felf to be 
ripened by the Secret Fire of Atrephias into the high- 
eft Medicine, and that in a fhort-time with little la¬ 
bour and charge. 

' Flitherco I have varioufly treated of the manifold 
Ufe of our ( Alcaheft ; but fince this kind of DoCtrine 
may profit Junior Phyficians, Apothecaries, Chy- 
mifts, and other learned men more than Mechanick 
Artificers; I purpofe here to fubjoin fome other 
Secrets alfo, which may be of ufe to the People, that 
fo our Alcaheft may become Onefmtts the common 
Servant of many, and in this manner be verified 
what in the fuperior or precedent Treatife is mentio¬ 
ned, viz,, that of defpicable Urine all men of all Or¬ 
ders, when they will may reap profit, and fufficienc 
Aliments. But, although Spirit of Urine alone, with¬ 
out the help of Oil of Vitriol, or fome other Acid 
Spirit, cannot effect all that is to be performed, yec 
the labour of making Oil of Viriol is noritobe efehew- 
ed, fince it is that which may be prepared in abun¬ 
dance with little charge, and almoft no trouble. If 
any one be but a little more skilful], than a common 
Chymift, then indeed he may prepare at leaft four 
pound for the charge of one Imperial. If you can¬ 
not perform this work, Oil of Sulphur offers it felf, 
which is more conducive for preparation of the Li¬ 
quor Alcaheft, than Oil of Vitriol, and in a peculiar 
Furnace, of an hundred pounds of Sulphur, without 
any great trouble, you may eafily prepare ten or 
twelve pounds of Oil, and that for a (mall charge. 

Wherefore, whofoever would by the benefit of the 
Alcaheft elaborate any thing to profit, he muft firft 
be provided of, and furnifhed vyirh Spirit of Urine, 
and that lome quantity, and alfo not a little Oil of 
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Vitriol or Sulphur, ready for future ufe, that with¬ 
out any delay or hindrance he may happily proceed 
in his work begun, which without thefe he cannot 
abfolve. If Spirit of Urine and Oil of Vitriol be to 
■ be bought by any one, his Alcabefi will be too dear, 
of it to prepare much to profit, as by the following 
fhalJ appear. 

What is that which Pont anas faith to this > The 
whole body of Mercury, without any previous Sepa¬ 
ration of the pure from the impure, may by the help 
of the Secret Fire of Artephins be totally ripened into 
a fixed Medicine or Tincture, without any diminu¬ 
tion of its weight. Touching which wonderfull fixa¬ 
tion, I in my Sick-bed made a (mall trial, infomuch 
as now I am obliged to believe what Pontanus affirm¬ 
ed touching fuch a Secret Fire; openly confefiing, 
that the fame Secret Fire is more to be efteemed in 


Tet further, Touching th: mofl fruit full Ufe of our Al- 
caheft, bringing great Gain in Metallick Labours. 

A S we have heard that volatile common Mercury 
is fixed and rendred conftant in Fire, by the 
help of our Alcabefi ; fo it alfo in fuch wife fixeth o- 
ther Minerals, and volatile Met?’ as the fame in 
Cupellating, leave behind both Sol and Lune , not 
without notable utility. But thence efpecially may 
you reap vafi profit, if volatile Sol and Luna , extrac¬ 
ted by Aqua Toms out of Sand and Earth, be again 
totally fixed by help of that, in fuch a manner, as 
they in Fire fly not; but yielding, permit themfelves 
to be melted as any other Sol and Lune. Metals, 
whenfoever wrought upon by the help of Ayna For- 
tis, although they were fixt before, degenerate into 


Medicine and Alchymy, than all other great Secrets, I another Nature,'and are volatilized, fo as with a 
which have ever been obferved by Philofophers. j^rong Fire of Fufion they fly away to the Owners 
Wherefore now, nothing grieves me fo much, as that I great lofs. As for Example : If you difiohe Lune 
by reafon of my great indifpofednefs, being always ) in Aqua Regia , and upon the fame So'ution pour 
conffrained to keep my Bed, I am able to make no common Salt water, the Lime will be precipited from 
further trial of the fame. j the Warer in the form of a white Powder, which if 

This Fire converts all venomous Subjects into fa- with other Water you well edulcorate and dry, you 
lutiferous Medicaments ; fixeth all things that are will have a Calx of Lune much more ponderous’than 
volatile; renders all fharp and bitter things fweet the Lune was before Which kind of increafe ari- 
and pleafant. In a word,' this Secret Fire cannot feth onely from the fharp Spirits of the Salt, which 
more properly be compared to any thing, than to the Silver hath drawn into it felffo firmly, -as by the 
Titan or the Sun, whence all things draw their Life benefit of Water they could not be totallv’feparared, 
and Increafe. For that Fire, firft of Earth, Water but remain in it, not onely whilft it is heated red- 
and Air, produceth grofs, bitter and harfh Fruits, hot, but alfo in a ftrong Fire of Fufion, infomuch as 
then ripens them being unripe, and changeth them the Lune fhews itfelf not traftable in Fire, as any o- 
into fweet and pleafant Fruits, imitating the Sun pro- 1 ther Silver, but remains like a Stone in that vehe 


ducing fower Grapes, which it fweetens after its va 
rious Operations upon them. The fame may be fpo 
ken of the maturation of vulgar Mercury , being fuch 
as per fe ( whilft it is as yet volatile ) is to be efteemed 
an immature and bitter Fruit: but as foon as by our 
Secret Fire its Bitternefs and noxious Venome fhall 
be taken away, and it becomes fixed and able to 
abide the Examen'of Fire, it is no .longer a bitter 
Venome, but palieth into a falutiferous Medicament 


ment Fire, fo as whilft it is flowing, thofe Spirits of 
the Salt carry away much of the Silver with them in 
fume ; and part of it alfo penetrates into the Cruci¬ 
ble. Wherefore fuch Lune precipitated with Salt, can¬ 
not be melted again and made ductile Silver without 
great lofs and detriment, but appears intractable 
like a tranfparent Horn , whence alfo it is by Chy- 
mifts called the Horn of the Moon ; but I in my Wri¬ 
tings name this Silver ( as being that which is alto- 


Hence the worthy Lully cried out; If you dulcifie the gether volatile and fufible) the Mercury of Luna, 
bitter , you will have the-whole Magi fiery. Which Dul- In the fame manner alfo Saturn may be converted 
eification our Secret Fire is able to compleat as per- into a Liquable and volatile Mercury , touching the 
fettly as the Sun of all acid and harfh products of admirable and profitable ufe of which, I havetvrir. 
Trees, makes fweet, pleafant and falubrious Fruits, but not publifhed a whole Treatife,’ which is inti- 
Pontamts witneflerh , that he had laboured in the tuled, The Work of Saturn but of this no more here, 
true matter of the Stone, yet that he erred more The Evening of the Day now approaching, admo- 
than an hundred times, and that he fhould never! nifheth us to return to fpeak of our volatile Lime , 


have returned into the Royal way of Infallible Ope¬ 
ration, if he had not read Artephins, and of him 
learned the Fire of the Wife. This indeed is a thing 
to be admired, that almoft no Chymift imploys his 
Care, Study, Meditation and Counfel to leek out 
and find our Secret Fire, although to it there is 


and to fhew the way of reducing that into fixed and 
foft or tradable Silver ; which indeed by unskilfull 
Men is fuppofed to be a difficult Art, but by skilfull 
Men it is known to be eafily effected with the great 
Utility of the Operator. 

But fome one may fay, what need we about that 


fiercely given another like and fecond in all the imploy our principal Cares and Meditations, to ren- 
things of Nature. Artephins did fo clearly deferibe der fuch precipitated volatile Lime into fixed and 
that Fire, as you would wonder that fo few Search- good Silver, fince there are other ways of precipi- 
ers have ever comprehended his Mind. All other I eating Silver from Aqua Fonts, viz. by the help of 
Philofophers, who were partakers of fuch a Fire, do ! thin plates of Venus l To fuch a Man, I thus 
with Artephins exprefly write, that it burns continu- 1 anfvver : They who commonly feparare Sol from 
ally in their Glafs, and not fo extrinfecally, in one Luna, are in a great meafure abufed by that way of 
degree. Whence indeed it is fufficiently manifeft, precipitation with Venus Plates; but they tvould 
that the fame is nor common Fire made of Wood and never uie that chargeable Precipiration, if they en- 
Coals. -Therefore I do politively fay, that our Secret joyed the knowledge of any other more profitable. 
Fire, in a fhort time, is able to tranfmute the whole ! Chargeable, I fay, is fuch a Precipitation to thofe 
of Mercury into a red, fweet and pleafant Tinfture, 1 that ufe it, becaufe much Water muft be poured into 
and alfo to change both humane and metallick Ec-J the Solution, for waffling away or weakening the 
dies. force of the Aqua Fonts , that the Lime may the more 
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readily be precipitated by the Venue , and the 
Aqua Fort is alfo not dilTolve too much of the Ve¬ 
nus. By this feparation the si qua Fortis is loit, be- 
caufe it becomes Coppery, und unfit for a new ufe 
of feparating. For one Mark of Silver cofts in Aqua 
Fortis one'v ( not reckoning Labour and Workman- 
fhip ) almoft half an Imperial : wherefore our Bel¬ 
gian Refiners p-^k it worth their while, if for fepa¬ 
ration of every iviark of Guilt Silver, they fpend but 
two Hollan.-l Florens, or f of one Imperial , for o- 
tkerwife they cannot gain much : Yet Come of them 
will not precipitate their Lime with the help of Ve¬ 
nus Plates, and fo lofe their Aqua Fortis, but by di 
llillation abftraCt the Aqua Fortis, and afterward ule 
it again. But this abftraCtion is difficultly performed, 
anti is not void of danger. For the Glafs breaking, 
the Silver is fpilt amongft the Sand, fo as the whole 
cannot be recovered again without fomc damage, 
and fbmetimes there is great lofs. Wlierefore fuch a, 
way of feparating, although you can fave part of 
the Aqua Fortis, yet it is chargeable and alfo dange¬ 
rous ( when Aqua Fortis is to be prepared in a great 
quantity, as is wont to be done in metallick Mines 
of Gold and Silver, and alfo in Goldfmiths Shops 
becaufe it requires a filthy toil, fordid labour, great 
expence, and a continual tirefome and perillous trou 
ble. I add perillous, and that defervedly ; becaufe 
thofe Operators, who frequently feparate with Aqua 
Fonts, do very often become Peripneumomck, and 
difeafed in their Lungs, by attracting with their 
breath the Acrimony of thofe Spirits into their Lungs, 
with which (harp Spirits the Lungs being touched, 
are hurt, and rendred obnoxious to Putrefaction, 
infomuch as among thofe Separators you fhall very 
rarely ever find an old Gray-hair d Matter. For fuch 
Companions, even in their flourifhing Age, are un 
timely hurried out of this life. But what are rhefe 
feeble wretches able to doe, in withftanding the 
great Power of Deftiny l Of Golden Silver, Moni- 
ers know not how to make Money before they have 
feparated the Gold from it, how great coft foever 
they be at for feparating the fame. About two 
years fince I writ touching a certain Artificial me¬ 
thod of feparating Gold from Silver in abundance ; 
bur becaufe l was taken lick a little after, and have 
continued difeompofed almoft ever fince, I could 
not bring that laudable and moll profitable Work of 
Separation to clfeft. 

But afterward ihis my Infirmity continuing long, 
and I necefiitated to keep my Bed, although trou¬ 
bled with no conliderab.'e fenfc of pain, could do 
nothing, but onely bend and incline my ferious 
thoughts and meditations upon Nature and Arc; 
then God and Fortune fhewed me the way, by 
which every common Mercury may be fixed and 
rendred conftant in Fire. Which hidden fixation of 
volatile Mercury, the Deluder of all Alchymifls, gave 
me farther occafion of fixing other volatile Subjects 
alfo. But among others, I ordered trial and proof 
to be made of a volatile Calx of Lime precipitated 
with fait Water, thar I might experimentally fee, 
whether fuch volatile Silver might not be fo bound 
up, as to fuller it fe.f, like any other Lime to be mel¬ 
ted without detriment or lots ; the elfeCt of which 
Trial or Proof lucceeded according to my expecta¬ 
tion. That indeed is a great Reward of a great In¬ 
vention, infomuch as it fiipplies me with fuffkient 
rhatter of afterting with Archimedes , It is an Inven¬ 
tion worth the Milk of an hundred Kine. For this 
Fixation of volatile Silver will afford a famous Fruit 


of Utility in Alchymv, and efpecially in the Separa¬ 
tion of Gold from Silver ; becaufe fuch a way the Se¬ 
paration of Gold from Silver may eallly be made; viz,. 
there being no need of the Solution of Silver by 
Aqua Fortis , but it is diffident if the Silver be onely 
granulated, and ihe Sol which is in it extruded by 
Aqua Regia ; becaufe that being done, you will fee 
all the Silver refiding in the bottom. And although 
there fhoultl be half an Ounce of Gold in every 
Mark of Silver, yet you will need no more Aqua Re¬ 
gia, than onely fo much as is required for the Solu¬ 
tion of fuch a quantity of Gold ; fo as a diligent 
Man, in the fpace of one day, may very well fepa¬ 
rate an hundred Marks of Golden-Silver, for the 
charge of three Duckets. And this artifical method 
of Separating may not onely be ufed by the Separa¬ 
tors of Gold from Lime, but you may thence alfo 
reap greater profir, whenfoever you are defirous by 
the help of Aqua Ferns to extraCt Silver from Stones, ’ 
Sand and Clay, and to precipitate the fame with 
Salt: for this way all the Aqua Regis will be laved, 
that Aqua Fortis by die addition of Salt being tur¬ 
ned into Aqua Regis, which will be mnft power¬ 
fully conducent for extracting Gold out of Sand and 
Stones, and for precipitating by a Mercurial Preci¬ 
pitation of the Gold from the siaua Regia , and after¬ 
ward that Aqua Regia may again be ufed with no¬ 
table profit for extracting like Gold. Touching 
which gainfull Extraction , the Seventh Part of the 
Profperity of our Country largely treareth. Here my 
intent was onely to publifh an Artificial, and not 
chargeable way of feparating Gold from Silver ; 
which is fuch a method, as I believe the World ne¬ 
ver knew before. 

Thus this new-invented Work of Separation is 
I a mofl profitable Compendium , by the benefit of 
which every skilfull Man liereafter may with a good 
courage labour, and increafe his Goods and Fortunes 
lioneftly : for I believe there cannot be invented 
any new Work more compendious than this we have 
here alledgcd, for the feparation of Gold from Sil¬ 
ver : wherefore we acquiefce in that. But if any 
one would be more prolixly inflruCled in this Arti¬ 
ficial Separation, let him perufe the above-recited 
Sevenih Parc of the Profperity of Germany, where 
he may (atisfie the hunger of his defires. Here you 
have the Firjt Appendix on the Seventh Part of my 
Spagyrical Ph.irmacopoea : blit in the following Second 
Appendix ( God willing) I will difeover yet greater 
Secrets, which may be perfected by our Alcahef , 
but were never yet nianilelted to the World. But 
at this time, courteous Reader, take in good part 
thefe few things here premifed, and whatsoever ex¬ 
cellent thing fhall hereafter offer it felf, the fame 
fhall be prefented to thy Confideration. 

Therefore, fince ( as is above declared and fhew¬ 
ed) our Secret Alcahefr is able to enrich Mortals 
with many kinds of gainfull Emolument, he is in 
no-wife to be reprehended, that afpires to the know¬ 
ledge of elaborating fo excellent a Work, viz., how 
he fhould prepare for himfeif Oil of Vitriol or Sul¬ 
phur, and that in abundance for a very finall charge: 
for nothing hinders, but that four or five pounds 
thereof may be prepared for the charge of one Im¬ 
perial. 1 need not mention how Spirit ofUrine may 
eafily be had -and prepared in abundance, viz,, fo 
boon as one fhall caufe Urine mixt with Quicklime 
to afeend in a large diftillatory Vejica. For if any one 
fhall fo prepare his Alcaheft, eight or ten pounds 

thereof. 
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thereof, after his work is done, will fcarcely coft 
him one Imperial: wherefore he mull needs gain 
much more, than if he fhould buy the fame of others 
that fell it, for a great Price. In the mean while I 
doubt not, but that luch a mod ealie Coagulation 
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or Fixation ot Mercury , as is made by help of this 
Alca-hejt , will excite not a tew of the more unskil- 
full Readers, to the love of Learning from expert 
drtifls, the Art of preparing the Alcahejt in abun¬ 
dance. 


A Recapitulation, 

■V O R 

More ample Declaration of the precedent Secrets revealed. 


Well meaning Reader, 

F TI Ere in this Appendix I do indeed treat of very 
few Secrets , but tbofe are very great , (which 
JL may be acquired by our Alcaheft , ) the like of 
which no ether Alan before me did ever impart to the 
World ’ Now contemplate , and well confider with thy 
felftbis fwift and not chargeable Fixation of Mercury, 
which fo many famous and in daft nous Searchers have 
laborioujly fought for many hundreds of Tears now pafjed y 
as ts known to the whole World . But the great eft part 
of them have fought in vain , and with a fruitlefs and 
unlucky endeavour miferably lofi all their Patrimony and 
Fortunes , and become the Laughing-(lock of 'other more 
happy Perfons , being themfeIves Fagabonds , which cafl 
an afperfton of Ignominy on the noble Art of Cbymifiry , 
and have rendred the fame fo odmss ci>cry-where among 
the common fort , as no good Alan ( although he hath 
by mofl diligent Jearcb obtained (ome famous Aledicine ) 
dares to profefs himfelf the Poffeffor of any Eminent 
Arcanum in Cbymifiry, lefl be fhouldgive any occafion 
to Ariftarchical Cenfurers of defaming htrn 9 and catl¬ 
ing him a Gold making Animal. Afiuredly it!is very 
manifefi , that in all Rcguns of Europe, and :n every 
Age , have lived fuch Aden mofl experienced , as have 
? ut onely tranjmuted Mercury, but other vile AleVals. 
alfo into good Gold , ftifiaining- every Ex a men of Firef 
But this was done very Jecretly, left the Artifis them- 
felves fisc til d fall into the hands of Tyrants. Paracel* 
fus, that mojr famous Monarch of all Philojophers , Phy¬ 
fician s and Cbjw/fls , did indeed openly write of the Fixa¬ 
tion of Mercury, but in a Character Jo abflrufe , as in 
all my life I never faw one Alan who could fx his Co¬ 
ralline Mercury, or prejent it to the fight of fuff clent 
and certain Witneff'es, except Helmont writings that he 
could prepare Jucb Mercury, as in Aledicine would per¬ 
form all whatsoever the Phyfician fhould have need of 
But that the fame Mercury v as Paracel fus tefitfes of 
it from his own Experience ) enters into Gold and aug¬ 
ments that , and exbilerates many impoverijhed Alchy* 
mi its, ref or big them to a more fortunate (late ; touch¬ 
ing theft; Effects of the Jame , the worthy Helmont 
made no mention \ yet he writ , that he did himfelf fx 
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Mercury, by one onely abfiraflion of his Alcaheft, in 
fuch wife, as of otie pound he had left in the Cupella 
/even ounces of good Silver , which indeed is a famous 
Work in Chymtjlly , and worth while ; but Gold is bet¬ 
ter . Truly I muf needs ccnfefs , that I have often tedi - 
ottfy laboured, to no ' ptirpnfe in this Work , and never 
could with any profit extract good Lune thence , onely I 
alway's had a little good Silver . Ne vert he lefs after - 
ward , when 1 lay Bed-rid, and by reajon of my four 
years fteknefs , had ccnfumed all my Goods gotten by 
Aledicine ,• it pleafed the mofl wife God to confer on me 
fo great a Light, as by the Splendor of that I found the 
Royal way of operating rightly \ and now I am able in 
a very few days to fix any common Mercury into a fixed 
red Pqyjder, which fixed Mercury will undoubtedly per¬ 
form Wonders tn AUdicme . For Paracel fus writes , 
thiit th$ dolorous Gout may. be radically expelled by the 
benefit of the fame . Helmont fubferibes, that the fame 
'ipifl'j/erform all a Phyfician can defire and wifh for. 
IFherefdrc, if the fame be of fo great efficacy ( for I 
doubt hot, the truth of K bis Affertion ) no Phyfician bath 
need of any other thing than this ; becanfe in what part 
foever of the World he rejides , it will Jupply him with 
Aliments fdjfic tent, r dud he will have no need to expofe 
himfelf Id the ignoble fervitnde and arbitrement of ano¬ 
ther y as the greateft part of ether Mercenary Phyficians 
are wont to profit tile them 1 elves for hire . For by this 
Mercury onely he may acquire to himfelf Honour and 
Wealth enough , alt bough he otherwise perform no great 
matter in Chymifiry . In all Nations are found Alin 
afflicted with grievous Dtfcafes : of which no doubt is to 
be made, as a little after we full hear. I therefore it 
fhould be the oaely care , fittdy and endeavour of an hi.* 
nefi and candid Phyfician to obtain fuch a fixed Mer¬ 
cury, tn the wean while omitting all needlefs and vain 
Operations , together with all frtntlefs Di putes , without 
any Foundation , touching other unprofitable Remedies . 
l( / he?jfocver this is , there will be no need of Galenical 
Medicines , nor of the vain Pomp of fo many wi¬ 
thered , unprofitable and inefficacious Herbs , or fo 
many pamted Boxes , Pets and Glaffes , with other 
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frivolous Exfences orderly placed in Apothecaries 
Shops. 

Now let ns bear what admirable Effects oar fixed 
Mercury is able to manifefr in Metalhcks . Paracel- 
fus writes, that it exbilerates every Alchymift reduced 
to a poor Efiate, and hath ingrefs into Gold y and aug¬ 
ments the fame. My own Experience of this I am wil¬ 
ling to impart to the Candid Reader y as far as I have 
proceeded hitherto. Therefore let the well-meaning Rea¬ 
der know y that I found out this Art of Fixing Mercury 
no longer fince than in March la(l of this Tear 1667, 
and began to make proof thereof in the following Month 
of April ; and fo foon as I bad found the Truth of it y I 
thought good to publifl) fo great an Invention to the 
whole World. Tet in fo Jhort a fpace of Time, I could 
not fearch out all that was to be found y becaufe by 
reafon of my diuturnal Illnefs I was confirahied to keep 
in my Bed \ therefore I haftned the publication of fo ex¬ 
cellent an Invent ion y becaufe I feared it would happen 
that the injaltibrioits Air of March or April Jlwnld be 
my Death, and fo all hope of divulging fuch a Secret be 
totally fruftrated. Whatfoever I found • in the fame 
within that fmall fpace of time y I have here commu¬ 
nicated. 

I three feveral times perfected the Fixation of Mer¬ 
cury in a fmall quantity, and always found it, every 
time higher and higher y and more and more beautifull. 
This fixed Mercury I cupellated with Saturn, but my 
Mercury remained fixed, without any Ingrefs made 
into the Lead, infomuch as from it felf could give no 
Gold. Afterward I made a?iother Trial, and then to 
my fixed Mercury I added a little common Gold, 
melting them into one Mafs, I found that this Gold 
from the Mercury had increafed it felf more than half ; 
the remaindtr of my Mercury had made no Ingrefs, but 
remained lying like a Red fixed Calx. Which kind of 
proof fully fatisfied my mind, becaufe the refidue of my 
Mercury, which had not entred into the Gold, was not 
loft, but converted into an excellent Medicine, If it 
pleafe the mofi wife God to refiore me to my prifline 
health , as I hope he will in the next Summers heat, I 
fjall not acquiefce in this proof onely, but further try 
whether I can of this Mercury yet make fome further 
improvement. In the mean while I fing Praifes to the 
Immortal God for fo noble a Medicine againfi the dolo¬ 
rous Gout. 

Thus, Reader, ycu have my Experience touching the 
Fixed Coralline Mercury. If I find any other more 
excellent Experiment of this ( as I doubt not but I Jhall) 


I will ere it be long ?nake thee partaker thereof m a 
following Second Appendix. 

Whatjoever I have above preferibed touching the Mer¬ 
cury of Wine, as being an excellent Salt , and Supreme 
Medicine , I did fujficiently explain, except the In fir ti¬ 
me nt to be made for burning the Spirit of Wine, which 
is not yet fujficiently exprejfed. 

But here it is to be obferved, that a burning Spirit 
extracted from Corn or other Vegetables, in no-wije yields 
fo much Mercury, as Spirit of Wine doth, a?id efpect- 
ally if difiilled from rich Rhenijl) Wine. In like man¬ 
ner alfofo much Mercury cannot be had from any fweet 
French or Spanifh Wine, as from Rhenijh Wine. So 
foon as by fearch I found the reafon of this difference, / 
could from any burning Spirit made of Corn, extra ft as 
much Mercury, as from Rhenijh Vine , infomuch as I 
now ( praife and thanks be given to God ) can eafily be 
without Rhenijh Wine and any other. The fupreme Gi¬ 
ver of all good Gifts , from his inexhaufled Fountain of 
Grace , hath abundantly refrefhed me with good things ; 
let him yet inf ill more into me, that I may again dtjtill 
the fame into other of his needy and officious Servants, 
who with me endeavour to publifh the Magnalia of God . 
Amen. 

But proceeding yet further, we will briefly f peak of 
the Secret Fire of ancient Philofcpbers, being that by 
which they ripened their Tinftures. Therefore, for a 
Conclufion, let the Lover of divine and natural Wife- 
dom know, that fuch a Fire is not made of Wood or Coals, 
but is a Firey-water, fitch as gives forth from it felf 
neither fmoak nor flame. The fame is not kindred or 
excited by external Fire, but in the G la fit, (about the 
Subjeft you intend to fix and dulcifie ) it always burns 
in an equal degree, and converts the immature and barfs 
into fuseet and pleafant, fixed and mature ; and alfo 
converts bitter Venome into faint ary Medicine and Trea¬ 
cle. 

Therefore, whomfoever God illuminates with fo great 
Light, as to know fuch a Secret Fire, he will no more 
need to feek or defire any thing in Philofophy and Herme¬ 
tic k Medicine, but will offer up inceffant Praifes to God, 
as to the Fountain of all Good , becaufe he will continu¬ 
ally be mindfull of helping the Diflrefl'es of the Poor, and 
largely beflow on thofe Indigent Perfons, out of the a- 
bundance to him accruing by the benefit of that mofi no¬ 
ble Gift granted to him felf. 

To the Supreme GOD alone be Praife and 
Glory for ever. 


The End of the Firjl Appendix. 
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THE 

SECOND APPENDIX 

T O T H E 

SEVENTH PARI 

O F T H E 

Spagyrical Pharmacopoea. 

Wherein is treated of the further ufe of our fecret Sal-Ar - 

moniac 4, for the meliorating of the meaner Metals, and more particular¬ 
ly of the profitable extracting or feparating Sol and Lune from Jupiter. 
With a fubjoyned information how by means of the Mercurial Water of 
Jupiter , TinCtures may be extracted in quantity not onelv from Sol, but 
alfo from Mars and Venus, and all precious, as well as common Stones 5 
and that (as it were) in a moment, without Fire or any confiderable charge. 


Faithfully Tranflated out of the High-Dutch. 


Kind READER, 

I N my fo regoing firfl Appendix of tny Pharmacopcea Spagyrica, I promifed a fecond concerning 
the further ufe of our Jecret Sa!-Armoniack, that the ignorant as well as doubtfull might le 
fully fati.fied of the truth. The reafon why I rather choofe to add two Appendixes to the/aid 
feventh Part, than to publifh the fecrets therein contained, under the title of the eighth Part, 
is becaufe I have refolved not to go beyond the number 7 (in which fomething extraordinary lies hid) 
in any of my Writings. And forajmuch as I have already publifhed fix Parts of the welfare of my 
own Countrey ; 1 intend jhortly to add the feventh Part, which jhall contain clear and full in - 
fruitions, without concealing the leaf circumftance or manual operation how every one who is hut a 
little skill d in Fire, may with great profit ext rail from Sand and Stones, Sol and Lunc, and there¬ 
by get a plentiful,7 livelyhood in any part of the World. 1 have alfo at prefent in hand, the two lajt 
Parts of my Treatife of Furnaces, five of them being already in Print, that I may in that Piece 
alfo compleat the number feven : which two lall Furnaces are extraordinary ufefu/l;for in treating 
of the ftxth Furnace I deferibe that Artificial Refrigeratory Injlruo.ent or Alembick , whereby the 
Mercury or Ccclejlial Niter of all Vegetables, Animals and Minerals is caught by kindling Spirit 
of Wine upon them, by which means the faid Mercury is Jeparated from its'grofs Body, and unpro¬ 
fitable part, and becomes highly exalted and purified. Which inflrument the Philofophers have 
always carefully concealed. The feventh part of tny Furnaces fhall contain the defeription of a little 
Furnace in which with a very inconfiderable quantity of Coals and in a few hours, diflillation may le 
performed by Retort, beingfuch a Compendium at has never yet been publijhed to the World. In 
which Furnace alfo the lintlures of Metals may with the fecret Fire of Artephius, or by the propet 
Agent of the matter of the Stone, in a jhort time be fixed and maturated. And if it fhall pleafe 
Cod to continue my Life a while longer, I intend to carry on thefe my following Works, viz. The 
Mineral Work, the wonder of the World, my Centuries, with other of my Writings, to the fe¬ 
venth number ; but before I publi/h thefe I intend to Print fome other Treatifes, viz. Or the fecond 
Terreftrial,and third Cadeilial Purgatory,^ another concerning God and good and evil Spirits. 

E e e Now 
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‘Now as to the fecond Appendix, 1 intend therein briefly, but fundamentally to declare the true 
gainful! particular as well as univerfal tranfmutation of Metals ; yet not fo, as that every lazy 
proud Lubber may become Ma(ler of thefe fecrets, and thereby ftrengthen himfelf in his Tride and 
Debauchery , by no means » but they fhall be fo laid down, that thofe who have attained to fome skill 
of managing Fire, may eafily comprehend the fame ; yea the whole World will, 1 hope, have caufe 
to rejoyce for this my fait hfnil Communication. And in cafe there be any that might not find clear 
and full fati' / Mien in this my Appendix they may read my other Writings, particularly thofe yet 
to be publifhe'd, wherein they will meet with a further Elucidation of thefe fecrets. 

And as for thofe my good old Friends who never bafely complied with the Enemies of Art and 
Fruth, to them I am (_as I always was) ready to communicate a fhorter and nearer way than it is 
fitting here to expofe to every Man. 


Of the further profitable ufie of our fecret Sal-Armoniack 
for the Melioration of Metals. 

I N the (eventh part of my Pharmacopoea Spagyrica , 

1 have at large declared how our fecret Sal-Arm 
niack is to be made together with the ufe of it in the 
preparation of many excellent Medicines, hitherto 
unknown. And becaule therein 1 did not difeover 
all, I added to it an Appendix, treating concerning 
the ufe of the (aid S d- Armomack and other profita 
ble fecrets. Btit foraftnuch as the virtues of the faid 
Sal Armomack are great and unfathomable, 1 have 
thought good to add the fecond Appendix, which 
fpeaks of its ufe in meliorating the meaner metals 
1 intend therefore in this writing to difeover great 
things, neither fhall the Worlds ingratitude deter 
me front (o doing. I (hall begin with Saturn and 
Jupiter, and afterwards treat of the melioration of 
other meaner metals, viz,. Mars and Denies, how 
by Art their corruptible and combuftible Sulphur 
may be feparated from them, and their purer part, 
(viz,. Sol and Lane which are hid in themj extrac¬ 
ted and made vifible. 

Lead and Tin, to outward afpeift do much refem- 
blc one another, lave onely that Jupiter is whiter, 
for which reafbn the Philofophers have called it white 
Lead, Antimony black Lead, and Bifmuth gray 
Lead; becaufe all of them like Lead, eafily melt in 
the Fire. 

Concerning Saturn and Jupiter (being the highefl 
Planets in the Firmament) the Fleathen Philofophers 
have writ much in their Fables : as amongft other 
things, that Jupiter drove his Father Saturn from his 
Kingdom, and made himfelf Maher of it and other 
like Stories ; in all which they obfeurely hinted to 
us the tranfmutation of Metals. For thefe Poetical 
Fables though they feem trifling and foolifh to thofe 
who have not attained to any confidcrablc experi 
ence in Fire, fo that of one thoufand Readers fcarce 
one reaches the true ground of them, ( though -ris 
known they were writ by men of great learning 
and experience) yet they whole underhanding God 
enlightens find in them an hidden Treafure. 

Now to the end 1 may not bury the Talent God 
has been pleated to beftow upon me, but improve it 
for the good of the World, 1 fhall here difeover the 
melioration of Jupiter and Saturn to the glory of God 
the Author of all goed, and for the ufe of all man 
kind, without refpe<fl: of Perfons, whether they be 
Friends or Enemies : thegood and virtuous will with¬ 
out doubt thankfully accept rhis my communication, 
and ro the ungratefull and unworthy, this my well- 
meaning difeovery of luch profitable fecrets will but 
heap Coals on their Heads. Wherefore it fhall not 
repent me though it (houid come to the hands of my 


worfl: Enemies, as being fufficiently contented in this 
that I am any way infrrumenral in making known 
the wonders of God and nature to the World. 

Thus in the name of God without envy or repi¬ 
ning I proceed accordingro his command, rodogood 
"o Friends and Enemies, good and bad : if the wick¬ 
ed abufe any of thefe fecrets, God in his due time 
will meet with them, and pay them in their own 
Coin. Follows now the nature and property of 
ft;piter and Saturn, according as they have beendif- 
covered'to me by Fire. 

Of the nature and property of Lead. 

S Atum is an immature Metal, made up of much 
grofs Mercury and little Sulphur which is impure. 
Its Salt much refembles Salt-peter, which is the caufe 
of its coldnefs and eafie fulibiliry. When its Mer¬ 
cury is purged from rhe impure Sulphur, it becomes 
like Gold in weight, and may by Art be reduced 
to the colour and fixednefs of Gold. When its fu- 
perfluous combuftible Sulphur and nitrous Salt from 
whence proceed its ready fluxibilicy, and piercing 
and devouring nature are feparated from it, all true 
Philofophers witnefs that there the Mercury of Lead 
may be turned to Gold, for they call Lead their le¬ 
prous Gold. Now as the Leprofie in Man proceeds 
from a cold moifland over Salt Conflitution of Blood, 
which corroding the Skin and Flcfh produces fitch 
an abominable Scab upon rhe Body, efpecially in 
thofe parts where moiflure moft abounds, viz,, about 
the Nofe, Ears, Eyes, (fie. but where the whole 
mafs of the Blood is become corrofive, there it fpreads 
over all the Body (paring no part, but filling it with 
Sores and Ulcers; fo as at length where no potent 
Remedies are ufed to mortifie this malign corrofive 
humour, it deflxoys rhe Body and Death fo lows. 
To cure which formidable Malady, the Ancients 
made choife of fixed Gold, as not being fubjeft to 
any corruption, which wife intention of theirs is 
very prepofleroufly imitated by our Galenijh, who 
when they find that their helplets and unprofitable 
Medicaments want rhe deftred Tuccefs about their 
Patients, and that fmall hope of faving them is lefl, 
betake them (elves ro Gold, Silver and Precious 
Stones, for to help at this dead lift. Bur let fuch as 
thefe remember that they will find it hard ro anfwcr 
thefe their proceedings one day,by which they onely 
poft their patients our of the World : for what can 
the ftomach ofany man,but efpeciallv of the weak and 
fick do with the tilings or leaves of Gold and Silver, 
or the Powder of Precious Stones ? can we fuppofe 
that the Stomach can draw any virtue from thofe 
things, that the molt corrofive Waters will fcarce 
touch ? Bur this hath been fo often inculcated by o- 
rlierSj chat it is matter of wonder, that fuch foolifh 
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and fruitlefs ingredients have not been long fincc ex¬ 
ploded and laid fide, being indeed nothing elfe but 
the fliame and reproach of Phyficians; and all that 
can be faid for them is, that rhey muft be well paid 
for, and (o help to make the Pot boil; without doubt 
when the promifed Elias Artijta fhall come, he will 
put an end to a’l this unprofitable fiuflf, and inftead 
therefore reftore true powerfull Medicaments; to 
which good end I hope my Purgatory of the Pbtlofc- 
fbers, with the Sixth and Seventh Part of my Furnaces 
will not a little contribute Thus it feems Truth 
•mull: yet for a while be defpis’d and opprefs’d, till 
God, the truth it (elf, be pleated to raife up a mighty 
Hero to deliver it from Contempt, and Crown it 
with glory and honour. 

It cannot be denied, but (ome experienc'd Philo- 
(ophers, as Paracelfns and others have declar’d, that 
with Gold and precious Stones wonders may be done 
in Phyfick , when firft they be reduced to potabili¬ 
ty ; but have always condemn'd the ufe of their 
compact and fixt Bodies, which are infuperable by 
Fire it (elf, and therefore much more by the gentle 
heat of the Stomach. And indeed if tho(e Phyfici 
ans, who ignorantly make ufe of fuch grofs and 
Compaq Bodies, did know the living Gold, Silver 
and precious Stones of the Philofophers, and the 
due application of rhem to the fick, they would by 
this means ger more honour, and not be fo injurious 
to rheir Neighbour, as they are, by exhibiting fuch 
unprofitable and hurtfull things for Remedies. 

I cannot but on this occafion fpeak a word of the 
Leprolie and its cure; which being confefledb a 
Saturnine difeafe, may eafily be cured by Saturnine 
Medicaments, fuch as are Black Lead, the Antimony 
of Wife men, or Alagnefia of Saturn, being duel}' 
prepared But to return to our Lead or Leprous 
Gold, and enquire how we may bed rid him of his 
Melancholy Leprofie, and inftead thereof reftore to 
him a healthy (anguine complexion , which can no 
way better be done than by evacuating his (harp 
corrofive blood , or dulcifying of it For, as has 
been (aid, I ead contains a lharp fal-nitrous Spirit, 
which corrodes and devours all hard things, which 
the Ancients have intimared by their portraying him 
with a (harp Sythe in one hand, and in the-other 
holding a young Child, which he devours ; where 
fore alio he is called a devourcr of Infants, and a 
ravenous Wolf. Which ravenous property he ex 
prefles to the life, when on the Cupel he devours 
whatfoever is added to him, and therefore is called 
an unmercifull Father to his Children, becaufe he 
devours and deftroys them. According to all Phi¬ 
lofophers and Aftronomers he is the higheft and firft 
of all the Planets in the Firmament, upon which 
account the other Planets and Metals, viz,. Sol, 
Luna, Jupiter, Mart, Fen us and Mercury are call'd 
his Children, though improperly, for they are his 
Brethren, which he devours, fwallows and deftroys 
on the fiery Cupel, except Sol and Luna, which 
though he fwallows as well as his other Brethren, 
yet can he nor concoft or digeft them, but is fain 
to vomit them up again, and they are (o far from 
receiving any hurt in the Stomach of that ravenous 
Wolf, that they come forth much purer than before, 
leaving all their filth behind them. So that this de¬ 
vouring Glutton, notwithftanding the corrofive aci¬ 
dity of his Sromach cannot confume Gold or Silver, 
but robs them onely of their fuperfluous Sulphur, 
which is the corrupter of the Mercury in Metals, 


of which Paracelfns excellently writes in his Caelum 
Phtlojophorum, which I have quoted in my firft Ap¬ 
pendix concerning the ufc of rhe Alcahcft. 

Now chat there is a great acidity in Lead, ap¬ 
pears from this inftance ; becaufe w'hcn it is melted, 
it pierces the Crucible,and runs through; and there¬ 
fore Cupels have been invented,made of Bone-a(hcs, 
which lie cannot eat rhrough , but finks like water 
into them. Yet there are alfo Crucibles made of 
Coal-duft and good Earth proportionably temper'd 
together, which can hold Satan in Flux for a year 
together, without ever piercing them : of which 
more may be feen in my other Writings. 

This then is the Nature and Property of Saturn , 
he contains much, but impure Mercury, and a (harp 
corrofive Salt-peter Spirit ; when he is rid of thefc, 
he affords good Gold and Silver, yet not alone and 
of himfelf, but with help of his' Brother Jupiter, 
whole fuperfluous Sulphur kindles the Nitrous Spi- 
rtt in Lead, and confumes it ; fo chat by this enkind- 
ling, not onely the hurtfull Salt peter in Lead, but 
alfo the fuperfluous Sulphur in Tin are both confu- 
med and deftroyed This being done, if the Tin 
thus mixed with Lead be driven off on the Cupel, 
they will yield Gold and Silver enough for a compe¬ 
tent livelihood. 

If thou would’ft be further aflured that Lead con¬ 
tains a fharp Salt-peter Spirit, which by no other 
way can be taken from him, than bv hie enemy s u j. 
phur, by whole means it is kmd ! ed d nd confiimed, 
following Experiment will give thee tul! (atis- 
fa<ftion. Onely by the way note, that this confu- 
ming of the Nitre in Lead, iloes very much alter its 
Nature, making it hard, and of difficult fuflon like 
Iron, fo that great Guns mav be made of it Now 
the Experiment is this : Take of the fl ings of Lead 
three parts, of Brimftone in Powder one parr, put 
rhem into a Crucible, furrounded with Charcoal, 
fb as it may heat leifurely and by degrees ; by rhis 
means the Brimftone will penetrate the Lead, and 
mortific its Nitrous Spirit, which is the caufe of its 
eafie fluxibilicy, and at the fame time the Sulphur 
becomes mortified alfo, whch before was more fluxi- 
ble than the Lead, but now by its union with the 
Lead, is very hard to be fluxed. This mortification 
or induration of Lead, with common Brimftone, af¬ 
fords no Melioration, and is onely here inftanced, 
to demonftrate there is a Salt-peter in Lead, and 
that Salt-peter and Lead, which both are (o very 
fluxible, do harden and mortifie one another. But 
now when the Salt-peter that is in Lead is kindled 
and confumcd by rhe Sulphur that is in Tin, then 
one Metal meliorates the other, and the hurtfull fu- 
perfluicy of both is deftroyed, viz,, the Nitre thac 
is in Lead, and the Combuftible Sulphur in Tin, 
from whence nccellarily a melioration muft en- 
fue. 

That Sulphur kills rhe Nitre in Lead, and makes 
it hard, thou mayft yet be fatisfied another way, 
viz,. Take fbmc ounces of Lead , melt them in a 
Crucible, and ever and anon caft in a little piece of 
Brimftone into it; continue this till rhv Lead be be¬ 
come hard and influxible, by which means thou 
wilt be alfured that there is Nitre in Lead. And 
that there is Sulphur in Tin, appears in that when 
it is joined with Lead, the}’ kindle and confume one 
another. 

If thou delireft yet further to be confirmed, thac 
there is Nitre in Lead, which makes it melt fo rea¬ 
dily, and fret through every thing ; then do thus: 

Take 
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Take Lead and melr him red-hor in a Crucible, and 
immediately he will pierce the Crucible and run out; 
take another Crucible and put Lead into it alfo, 
calling, as loon as it is melted, (mall bits of Brim- 
ftone upon it, which will fo mortifie the fretting 
Nitrous Spirit in Lead, that he will be no more a- 
ble to pierce the Crucible, but will for a long time 
continue red-hot in the fame. 

If this demonftration neither will fatisfie thee, 
that the fretting nature of Lead proceeds from a 
fharp Mineral Salt-peter Spirit, thou mayft further 
prove it thus : Abllracl from two ounces of filings 
of Lead an ounce and an half of Oil of Vitriol or 
Spirit of Salt in a fmall Retort, in which operation 
the dry Lead will draw to it the fharp Saline Spii it, 
and that which comes over will be meer infipid 
Phlegm, retaining nothing of its former corrofive- 
nefs. The diftillation performed, take thy Lead 
out of the Retort, and try whether it be become 
more fharp by the addition of the laid Corrofive Spi¬ 
rit, but thou wilt find that the Lead has taken in 
the fharp Saline Spirit, coagulated it, and changed 
it into a fweet Stone, in which no manner of cor- 
rofivenels can be tafted or perceived. Now if this 
be true, that Lead can turn fuch a llrong corrofive 
Oil into a fweet Stone , we need not wonder that 
he hasa power to coagulate,hide,and make invifible 
hisown in born Saline Spirit. Concerning which mat¬ 
ter thou may!! read more in a fmall Treadle of mine 
of the Principles of Metals, wherein fpeaking of the 
Coagulation of Saline Spirits, I obferve that Lead 
has the nature and property of Coagulating all fharp 
and corrofive Saline Spirits. If this inftance have 
not fufficiently inftruded thee, thou mayft make a- 
nocher proof thus: Take the fore-mentioned Lead, 
acuated with Saline Spirits, and melt it in a tripple 
Crucible with a fire of Fulion , let it be red-hot in 
Flux, and thou wilt find that in a moment it will 
run through thy three Crucib’es, which common 
Lead would never do, from whence it is clear as the 
Sun that the piercing, fretting quality which is in 
Lead, proceeds from the Saline Spirits coagulated in 
or with it. Confider well of how great ufe fuch a 
Lead, whofe natural devouring Faculty or Sythe is 
fo highly acuatcd by Art, might be in the work of 
Tranfmuration, if we knew ro make good ufe of it. 
The Philofophers writing of Saturn' s fharp Sythe, 
exprefs themfelves in thefe words. Falx ejus mordax 
e'l, Hit Sythe is Jharp or biting : which how it may 
be made much lharper by Saline Spirits, has now 
been laid. A further enlargement might here be 
made concerning Saturn s Sythe ; but it fhall fuffice 
at prefent to have demonftrated, that his eafie fluxi- 
bility, and fretting devouring nature,"proceeds onely 
from a fharp Nitrous Spirit ; which when Sulphur 
has confumed and burnt away, much Gold and Sil¬ 
ver may be feparated from him. 

Of the Nature and Property o/Jupiter, what he wants, 
and what he hath too much of, and how his noxious 
fuperfiuities maybe removed, Jo as on the Cupel he may 
yield his hidden Gold and Silver. 

T IN by the Fleathen Philofophers has been ap 
propriated to the Heathen God ( or rather 
Planet ) Jupittr, who has <the next place in the Fir¬ 
mament to Saturn ; is by the Miners called White 
Lead, and like it melts with a fmall heat, and eafily 
unites with his Brother Saturn, continuing together 
in a moderate heat; but they no fooner become red- 


hot, bur their Brotherly love is changed to enmity, 
not being able to endure one another in a ftrong 
fire, but each ftriving to get loofe from the other, 
which yet cannot be without the lofs of one or both 
of their lives; fo that this their combat may well 
be compared to the fighting of the Peafants in Lap- 
land, whofe cuflome is when two of them are highly 
incenfed againft each other, to fuller themfelves to 
be tied faff together, fo as they cannot fly back or 
run away, and then fall to cutting and flafhingone 
another fo long with their knives, till the Death of 
one or both of them follows. 

. But to return from whence we have digrefled. 
That Saturn and Jupiter are Brothers, the Heathen 
Hiftory informs us, relating that the four Brothers, 
Saturn, Jupiter, Neptune and Pluto, their chief Gods, 
fell into difoord amongft themfelves which of them 
fhould be the greateft ; which ednteft of theirs was 
at laft by the mediation of the other Gods compofed, 
they agreeing to divide the Empire of the World be¬ 
tween them. And though Saturn were older than 
his Brother Jupiter, yet was he fain to content hirn- 
folf with the command of the Earth, whilft Jupiter 
took upon him that of Heaven, Neptune that of the 
Sea, and Pluto the Dominion of Hell. Which Di- 
vilion will not ar all feem ftrange to thole that un- 
derftand Nature, who find that each Brothers lot 
was very correfpondent and comporting with their 
narure. The Nature of Saturn much refembles the 
Earth, and he makes all things that he takes to him 
like the Earth ; as appears from the fore-mentioned 
conteft with his Brother Jupiter. But Jupiter , be- 
cauie inwardly he is very lulphureous and fiery, 
therefore is the Government of the licry Heaven 
properly deputed to him , leaving Saturn to dig and 
moil in the Earth : Wherefore alfo the Ancients 
have reprefented him with a Spade in his hand , 
thereby intimating his Property of digging through 
or piercing all things: whereas they figured Jupiter 
with Thunder bolts, and fiery Lightnmg-flafhcs in 
his hand, whence came that Proverb, Procul it Jove, 
procul a Fulmine ; Far from Jupiter , far from his 
Thunder-bolls. 

Now that Tin contains much Sulphur, may be 
thus experimented : Take the filings of Tin and 
powder’d Nitre, mix and put them into a Crucible 
over the fire, and they will kindle and confume one 
another, fo as nothing will be left in the Crucible. 
Or it may be tried thus: Melt fome Tin in a Cruce, 
and when ’ris red-hot, caft in fome Nitre upon it, 
which kindles the Tin, the flame carrying part of 
it away, and the reft is burnt to drofs or frees. 
But not to infift on this, it being very notorious that 
the greateft part of Tin is nothing elfe but combufti- 
ble Sulphur, the remaining part being a folar pure 
Mercury : fo that when this Sulphur is by arr whol¬ 
ly feparated from its pure Mercury, the fame is ea- 
fily ripened to Gold, by being joined with cold Sa¬ 
turn, which the following Praxis will abundantly 
make out. 

Tis worth our noting here, that this Sulphur of 
Tin doth not burn away, when the Tin without any 
addition is put to the fire, but doth then in the heat 
feize and lay hold of its own Mercury, burning and 
/reducing the fame to Afhes, which are very hardly to 
be reduced to a Metal without fome addition : nei¬ 
ther will Lead join with thefe Afhes, but thrufts 
them out from him, turning them to a white Glafs ; 
which is the reafbn why fo few are found, who with 
profit can feparate the Gold and Silver which is in 
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if. Taracelfus in his Ccehtm Thilofopborum iaith ex¬ 
prefly that much Gold and Silver lies hid in Tin. 
We read alio of others that have had the Arc of ir, 
and have thence extrafted-great treafures of Gold 
and Silver ; amongft others Brufchius in his Defcrip- 
tion of Ftcbtelberg, gives us the Hiftory of a Citizen 
of Eger , on the Borders of Bohemia , fome few miles 
diftant from the City Nurnberg, who had the skill 
of (eparating the So/and Lane which is in Tin to great 
advantage, having been enabled thereby not 
onely to build an Hofpital and Church in the faid 
place, but alio richly to endow the fame for the 
maintenance of twelve old Men and three Priefls in 
the faid Hofpital. This Perfon, whole name was 
Sigifmund Wan , fuffer'd this Art to die with him, 
but withall left a Prophefie behind him that the laid 
Art 200 years after fliould rile again, and be made 
known to the World. Which Prophefie though 
Brufchius in his forelaid defeription make no menti¬ 
on of, yet is undoubtedly true: and there is a 
Book inManufeipt, which is very common amongft 
the Miners and other Artificers belonging to the 
faid Ftcbtelberg, which I have feen, and read in it 
the laid Prophefie, though at that time being young 
and unexperienc'd in the nature of Tin,l little mind¬ 
ed it. But fince God has been plcafed in this my 
far advanced old Age, without any thing of my 
feeking, out of his meer grace and mercy to reveal 
the faid Art unto me, it hath given me occafion to 
call to mind what formerly I had read, and put me 
upon reading the (aid Book over again,where 1 found 
that his Prophefie was exactly fulfilled, for this Si- 
gifmund Wan died in the year 1467, from whence 
to this prefent year 1667, are juft 200years. This 
Prophefie being thus precifely accomplifhed , I 
thought fit to fet down lome parr, of the (aid Bruf¬ 
chius his Relation, from whence it appears that God 
doth often impart (uch skill and knowledge to good 
and honeft People, whereby they are enabled not 
onely tofupply themfelves, but al(o to make liberal 
Provifion tor the Poor. The words of Brufchius 
are thefe, U-’olmfitdd has no extraordinary Buildings, 
befides a (lately and richly endowed Hofpital,which 
was built in the year 1467, by a Citizen of the place 
named Sigifmund Wan , though at the time of his 
building the (aid Hofpital, he was a Citizen of Eger. 
He had to Wife a Venetian Woman called Barbara, 
who had great skill in Alchymy, and in particular 
the Art of (eparating Gold andSilver from Tin, by 
which means he became very rich, and having no 
Children, built the (aid Hofpital, conftituting the 
Magiftratesof Eger Guardians of the feme, left them 
a great Summ of Money, with the Intereft of which 
they maintain twelve old Men, and three Priefts. 
Near the (aid Hofpital, is a very fair Church built 
by the faid Sigifmund , where to this day a Pidure is 
to be feen, containing the Pourftratures of the Foun¬ 
der and Fc undrefs of the Church and Hofpital, with 
the time and hour of their Deaths. This Sigifmund 
lived at Eger the latter part of his life ; and wrought 
his gainfu’,1 Work in the feme Houfe, wherein ar pre¬ 
fent dwells Andrew Grijfen. 

Thus far Brufchius , from whofe Relation it ap 
pears that there have been thofe who from the mea¬ 
ner Merals, and particularly Tin, have been able 
to feparate Gold and Silver with great gain, foasto 
procure great riches thereby. We find al(b that in 
thofe times charity was more exercifed than at pre 
fenr, when men inftead of building Hofpitals, are 
rather ready to convert them, with their Revenues 


to their own ufe. For which wickednefs of rhis Age, 
God feems to withdraw his blelling from the Earth, 
lb that Mines do not fo much abound, nor aie fo 
rich by far as formerly. How many places in Ger¬ 
many have wc known blcft with Gold and Silver 
Mines, as alfb with Lead and Tin Mines, contai¬ 
ning much Gold and Silver, of which nothing is to 
be found now ? And this feme Tin Mine from 
whence Sigifmund Evan cxtracledh-iMnuch Gold and 
Silver, has now for near 200 years yielded no Oar 
at all. About the feme time alfb there was a very 
rich Gold Mine, in ail adjacent little City called 
Gold Granacb ; which is in like manner whollv ex- 
haufted and loft In the fame Gold Mine, Anti¬ 
mony, alfb which is the Root of Gold, was found 
in that quantity, as from thence it was tranfported 
to all parts of Europe, but now very little of it is to 
be found there, and that which is found, contains 
no Gold at all, whereas that which was digged there 
before did abound with it. In like manner the Hun¬ 
garian and Transylvanian Mines of Antimony fo rich 
in Gold, which flourilhcd about 200 years fince, are 
now quite (pent (b as no more Antimony is to be 
found there Since which time the rich Silver Mines 
in Jocbems that have been difeoverd, which yiel¬ 
ded an incredible quantity of Silver, but did not 
continue long fo, God, for the ingratitude and 
wickednefs of men fullering it to fink away; of 
which many more inftances might be given but thefe 
fhall fuffice. 

But to return to our interrupted difeourfe. ’Tis 
well known that all unripe Meta's, when by the 
violence of Fire they are melted and feparated from 
their Oar, do fend forth a poifbnous Arfenicul Exha¬ 
lation ; yea even after they are wholly feparated 
from their Oar, they ceafe not to exhale poifbnous 
fumes, though not comparable with thofe they fend 
forth when they are firft melted from their Oar: as 
appears particularly in Tin, for if Wine be over 
night put into a new Tin Pot, it will give a Vomit 
the next morning. Copper alfb does the like ; but 
Lead not fo much, or rather nothing at all.- whereas 
Iron gently purges downward, is wholfome and 0- 
pens obftrudions; for Iron is onely endowed with a 
fix Sulphur, and contains no Arfenick, as Tin doth. 
Gold and Silver contain neither Sulphur nor Arfe¬ 
nick, and therefore the Wine that is put into them is 
not at all changed. 

. Seeing then that Tin has fome Arfenick joyn’d 
with it, which caufeth the forelaid alteration in the 
Wine, whereas in Gold and Silver it is not changed 
ac all, becaufe they are free from all foetid cumbufti- 
ble Sulphur and Arfenick ; if we defire to rid Tin of 
its poifbnous quality, and make it like Gold and Sil¬ 
ver bv removing its fuperfluities, we mu ft do it by 
Art. We fee that Mercury of it (elf is no Poyfon, but 
becomes fo when fublimb'd with Salts or otherwife 
joyn'd with them, by which means it becomes poi¬ 
fbnous and volatile. This is notorious, and all Chy- 
mifts believe and acknowledge it, and we have as 
much reafon ro believe, that the fame is the cafe of 
Arfenick and Cobalt, viz,, that Arfenick would be 
no Poyfon ofit felf, but by reafon of fome feline Spi¬ 
rit joyn'd with it in the Earth. We find alfo that 
Arfenick when it comes firft out of the Earth of a 
grayifh colour is nothing near fo poifbnous, as it be¬ 
comes afterwards by being fiiblimed with Salts, for 
to make it white and transparent. For though Salts 
in themfelves be not poifbnous, yet when Minerals 
are in certain ways prepared with them they turn' 
F t f them 
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rlitui to Poifons, for every volatile Mineral that is 
joyn’d with faline Spirits is poifonous, but when the 
lame Minerals arc fixed, they lofc their poifonous 
quality and become good Medicines, as may be 
feen m Arfcnick, Cobalt, Orpiment and other 
poifonous volatile Minerals, whicli being fixed, 
bv running them down with Salt peter, may late¬ 
ly be exhibited againfl fevcral Difeafes. Which 
being fb ic wi.' iioe cafic to infer, that if we can 
fix the volatile Sulphur and Arfenick which is 
in Tin, we (hall nor onely take away its Poyfon 
and make it medicinal, but alfo make it likeGold and 
Silver. 

Let this then be laid as a fure foundation, that 
corrofive faline Spirits are the caufcs of all Poyfon, 
making fix matters to become volatile and poifonous, 
and confequently that volatile immature metals, as 
I cad and Tin,when their corrofive Spirits are mortifi¬ 
ed or driven away, become fixed. It is well known 
that the combuftible noxious Sulphur of Metals, is 
the foie caufe of their imperfection, and that this 
combuftible Sulphur has no greater enemy than 
Salt peter, by which it is kill’d anddeftroyed, and 
yet no better Friend neither, which though at firft 
fight it may feem contradiftorioy, yet is very true; 
for when the Niter does confume the cumbuftible Sul 
phur, it is indeed its enemy, but when by this Con- 
fumption of the naughty Sulphur, the incombuftiblc 
fblar Sulphur of Tin becomes purged from its hetc 
rogeneous mixtures, we fhali find that indeed Niter 
is the friend of! in, as letting the folar Sulphur of 
Tin free from the captivity of its noxious Sulphur, 
lo as now it can unite with Gold and Silver, and 
become fiich it lelf, which before was impoflible. 
Thus we fee that the confuming and mortifying of 
the fuperfiuous Sulphur, is the life and deliverance 
of the incombuftilxe Sulphur, and the corruption of 
the one, the regeneration of the other. To which 
purpofb Paracel jus fpeaks excellently, faying that 
Corruption makes things per fAlly good, for bj means of 
it the evil that hides and abfeends the good, being taken 
away, the good manifefts it felf \ Which is very true 
of Tin whole fblar Sulphur being hid and held by its 
noxious Sulphur, the fame mull be taken away, be 
fore Gold and Silver can be extracted from it. Which 
reparation of the combuftible from the incombuftiblc 
Sulphur, muff not be done with common Niter, 
which is too vehement for the nature of Tin, and 
would deftroy the good with the bad, but a more 
mild and proper Salt peter muftbe taken, viz,, that 
which is hid in Lead, which is powerful! enough to 
kind'c and Confume the fuperfiuous Sulphur of Tin, 
and fet its folar Sulphur free, as will appear from 
the following Procefs. 

When therefore thou art minded to fet upon this 
gainful! particular, and together univerfal Work, I 
would not have thee to be too covetous nor to begin 
with too great a quantity of Tin in hopes thereby 
to become rich of a hidden; but advife thee to begin 
with onely two or three pound of Tin, and try 
whether the Art be true or no, and if true what gain 
may thence be expected. And if thou find’ll it to 
anfwer thy expe-ftations,thou mayft then work in as 
great quantities as thou plcafeft,but if thou find'ft that 
thou canft not bring ir to rhe defired end, thou 
mull be content to go to School a little longer, and 
learn to be more a mailer of Fire; or elfe leave it off 
altogether concluding thou art not predeftinated to 
this Work. It is not enough to think thou canft do 
it, thou mull have the Art of it, elle thy thinking 


will little avail thee. What 1 write here, is no o- 
othcr than the truth, of which the Reader may af- 
fure himfelf. 

A Procefs fir to fcp.trate Gold and Silver with great 

profit far, i fin 

Qf FT on a Cupel under a Muff’d one, two, three 
pound more or Ids of,Lead, let it be red hot, 
then caff into it half an ounce, one ounce or an 
ounce an half of Tin, and you’l fee the Tin mount 
above the Lead, and the Sulphur of ilie ffupiter will 
kindle the Sait-petcr of the Lead, and turn to yel¬ 
low Afhes, wiiich ftill muff be taken away with an 
Iron Inftrumenr for that purpofe, as long as any of 
the laid Afhes, mount or appear on the furfacc of 
the Lead. When no more Allies appear, then caft 
in a frefh quantity of Tin as before, turning the 
fame to Afhes tili no more rile. Continue fb long 
with the incineration of frefh Tin, umill all the Lead 
and Tin be turned to Allies. Then mix tliefe Afhes 
with half as much of our lecret Sal-sirmanack , and 
by Retort diflill the Sal-Armoniack from it, which 
may ferve again for the fame Work. In this Diftil- 
lation rhe Sal-Armoniack, draws to it the Sulphur of 
the Tin, and turns it to Farces, and the pure part of 
the Lead and Tin are left in a Regulus at the bot¬ 
tom, which after Dilli'lation may be beat from the 
Scoria : and becaute the Regains of Lead in thiso- 
peration proves fomewhat fiat and platy,we may lay 
it crols on an Anvil, and iirike it crooked with an 
Hammer, and fo the Scoria will fall from it,which are 
carefully to be kept, as being of good ufe, which 
will appear hereafter. If we defiie to make a bet¬ 
ter feparation of the Scoria from the laid Regulus of 
Lead, we may put the faid Regains with its Faxes 
into a Ciucible, and having given it a Fire of Fulion, 
pour out the Regains into a Cone, and the Scoria 
will abide in rhe Crucc, as Leing of more difficult 
fufion than the Rep ulus. This lit" alas of Lead, mull: 
again be fee upon ihe Cupel, and when red hot, 
we muft put Tin to it as before, incinerate the lame 
and gather the Afhes, then mix them with Sal-Ar - 
mo7iiach , diflill and (eparate tbe Sconce from the Re~ 
gitl/ts as before. This labour mull befooft repeated 
till all the Lead and Tin be turn’d to Allies, which 
will be in three or four times, after which onely a 
finall Regains will be left, whicli \\ c muft refine on 
the Cupel like other Lead, and thus the Gold and 
Silver which was in rhe Tin, wiil be left cn the 
Cupel, whicli muft be granulated, and the Gold 
and Silver feparared from each other with sl^tta 
Fonts. 

The Sccria proceeding from this Work muft not 
be defpifed, being more woirli than the Gold and 
Silver which are left on the Cupel. This work be¬ 
ing well performed, every pound of Tin will yield 
fomc Crowns in Gold and Silver, which richly pays 
both colt and pains. And he that has the skill to 
prepare the laid Sal-Armoniack by a compendious 
way, may expect rhe greater profit from this Work. 
The Sal-Armoniack which comes over by Diftilla- 
tion, will ferve for the tame ptirpofc again, nothing 
of it being diminifhed, but what abides with the 
Scoria^ which by making a Lve of th cScorue may 
alto be laved, by which means a wonderful] Salt is 
obtained, which abounds with many and great vir¬ 
tues j concerning which we intend (God willing) 
to treat at large in our third Appendix, I had inten¬ 
ded indeed to (peak of it here, bur 1 find this Appen¬ 
dix 
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dix i? grown too big under my hands; and there 
fore (hall refer the fuperlativc grear virtues of the 
laid wonderful] Salt to my Third Book Yet to the 
end, that the l over of Art in the mean time, till my 
Third Appendix be publifhed, may not altogether 
be ignorant of what great things may be performed 
bv it, 1 have thought good to inform him, that I 
have often in my other Writings made mention of 
this Secret Sal-Armowack, yet concealing its prepa¬ 
ration, viz,, in my Book of Dialogues, (peaking of 
the Preparation of the Lion's Blood. In my Trea- 
tileof Eli.v sir: 1 [la l have called this Salr, Salt of 
Arr, as alfo the Bifhop aud High Prieft of Metals, 
and there at large informed the Curious, how by 
means thereof they may infeparably conjoin Gold 
and Silver. In other of my Writings I have given 
it other names. This wonderfull Salt of which I 
have treated in my Book of the Three Principles, 
fhewing itto be that where whhjupiter changed him 
felf into a golden fhower, and got entrance through 
the Tiles into the ftrong Tower where Datiae was 
fhut up, thus beguiling her, and begetting on her 
Dtrfi zs the Deftroyer of the Sea-Monfter, and De 
liverer of the Beautiful! Andrcmeda, whom he took 
to Wife ; and afterward vanquifhed the Gorgor.es, 
keepers of the Golden App’e bearing Orchard, &c. 

This our Salt of Art is the Secret Chalybsof Sen- 
dvjngtns, wherewith he extracts theTindlure of Gold, 
and of it prepares the tinging Stone of the Philofo- 
phers. This our Salt of Art is alfo that ‘ Juno , to 
whom ( as I'irgil relates ) the Golden Bough broke 
oft by Proferpina from the Dark tree is con (derated: 
of which I have elfewhere treated more at large. 
This Salr alfo is our Proferpina the Goddefs of Hell 
and Wife of Pluto, and is much more ready and 
handy in breaking off the (aid Golden Bough, than 
that Proferpina which by Diftillation ( with great 
toil and labour ) breaks off her Golden Branches: 
for this our Proferpina performs it without fire, or 
any troub’c to fpeak of, and offers it up to the God 
dels Juno. Which ingenious and profitable Work 
1 intend (God willing) to let down in my Third 
Appendix ; wherein I flia'l communicate to the 
World a perpetual Minera of Gold and Silver , 
which every ore without any great pains may in 
fnllnefs work in his own houfe : For there is no ca¬ 
ller way to extract the hidden Gold from all Metals 
in quantity and without tire, than by means of this 
our Goddefs Juno, or Jovial Proferpina. 

Let the Reader who defires to know further of 
thefe Poetical Fables, read the ingenious Ovid, and 
others who make it their bulinefs to treat of them : 
and in reading he will oblerve, that Jupiter is by 
them reprefented to be the God of Fire and Light 
ning, and Juno his Wife and Sifter the Goddefs of 
rhe Air ; whence we may gather, that by the word 
Juno is to be underftood a (piritual volatile moifture 
and watrv Jupiter. Now the Artift who has Juno 
for his Friend and Advocate, may eafily obtain from 
Thxbus great Treafures, as well for the health of the 
Bodv, as of outward Riches ; and this is (o eafie to 
be done, and with (o little charges, that I dare not 
be (b bold to write more of ir, left the wicked and 
unworthy fhould lmell out the reft. 

Now foraftnuch as this Appendix is fwoln to a big¬ 
ger bulk than I had intended, I fhall refer the melio¬ 
ration of Iron and Copper, by means of our Secret 
Salstrmmack to our Third Appendix. And fhall 
onely fay thus much at prefenr, that thefe two de- 
fpiled Metals, do afford more profir, and with lefs 


charge and trouble than Lead and Tin ; which P- lC /- 
cefs I intend to communicate in mv next Appen¬ 
dix. 

If any find the trouble and charges of Preparing 
our Sal-Arm viack too great, he may attempt the 
Work with common Sal-Arm mack, (ublimcd ; and 
if that do not fully anfwer his defire, he may af¬ 
terward prepare ours, or get it of thofe rhar make 
it in quantity. If it pleale God that 1 live over next 
Summer, I intend my (elf to wor'> this profitable 
Proccls of extracting Sol from Tin; as a (b to exrradt 
the Tinctures of Copper and Iron with our Aloahefr, 
in great quantity, and to give the over plus of Pro¬ 
fit to the Poor 'for a Memorial to the World In 
the mean time I have here at large declared how the 
fuperfiuities o( Lead and Tin are to be removed, in 
order to the fcparating of the Gold and Silver con¬ 
tained in them ; and this without concealing any of 
the Manual Operations thereto belonging: though 
I queftion not but many who may.attempt the lame, 
will by mifiaking forne Point or other tail of their 
end. Above all, great care mull be had rhar the 
Tin be nor mixed with Copper or Regul/rs of Anti¬ 
mony, which will make the Allies hard and irredu¬ 
cible; the Sal- Armontack alfo mud be well prepared, 
(harp and penetrative, that ir may work upon the 
Tin a flies, and make them fluxiblc and reducible to 
Metal. Neither muft the Tin alhes be (utter’d to lye 
too long on the Lead, but continually be taken away 
for otherwife they will become hard and influxible! 
In a word, ‘tis pradtife onely and experience can 
make a man Mafter of this Work, it be ng impolfible 
to fet down all particulars lb clear and diftinct as 
that the unexperienced may not eafily miftake. ’ In 
cafe therefore this my Appendix fhould feem too 
dark to any one, let him have patience till my Third 
Appendix be pubiiflied , in which I intend to com¬ 
municate a much more ealic Procels for extracting 
Gold and Silver out of Lead, Tin, Iron and Cop¬ 
per. 

There is alfo a way of turning fine Tin alone by 
it felf into Afhcs, by ftirririg it continually in an 
Iron Pot over the fire,which Afnes muft be reduced 
with our Sal-Armontack, and then turn'd to Afhcs 
again and reduced, which muft be repeated till the 
greater part ol the Tin be turned to Scoriae , and the 
Go.d and Silver melt clown to a Re^tdus, which be¬ 
ing tefted, leaves behind the Gold and Silver which 
was in the I in, and the remaining Scon.-c, or Drofs, 
are of greater value than the Gold and Silver ir felf 
For he who knows to make ute of thefe F.eces as a 
Magnet to airraid the Gold from metalline Solutions, 
will get great profit thereby ; the (aid Faxes being 
a main caufe of my publifhing this Trearife, becaufo 
of their great and profitable ufe both in Phvfick and 
Alchymy ; forafmuch as with their help not onely 
Gold and Silver, buc alfo true Univerfal Tinctures 
may be extracted from Stones and Metals : So that 
he who knows the ufe of thefe Jovial Faxes may 
not onely richly maintain themfelves, but alfo libe¬ 
rally communicate to the Poor. If God continue 
my life, I intend to underrake this profitable Work 
my felf, and thence make (ome provilion for the 
Poor ; for I have already taken my leave of this 
wicked World, expecting with patience an heavenly 
Guide to condudt me to life eternal, which i ear- 
nefrly pant after. 


A Corol- 
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that of others, and publifh the wonderful! works of 
God throughout the whole World. And forafmuch 
i as God of his free Grace has been pleas'd to blels 
me with the knowledge of this belt and moll power- 


E have feen in the foregoing Treatife, 
how with the help of Lead, the Gold 
and Silver which is hid in Tin may be 
extracted witlffour Secret Sal- Armoniack \ which af¬ 
ter it has feparated the laid Gold and Silver, doth 
ftill retain great virtues, as being become a true na¬ 
tural Magnet, able without much trouble or tire, 
to extract not onely from Gold, but alio from the 
grols bodies of Iron and Copper their pureft Tinc¬ 
tures, which in them are better, and in greater quan¬ 
tity than in Gold it felf. Which Solar Magnet few 
Philolophers have known, or the ufe of it. Our 
Cofmopolita writes moft clearly of the fame in the 
following words : "There is a Steel which can extract 
from the Rays of the Sun, that which massy have fought 
and not found. And again. If our Steel copulate ele¬ 
ven times with Gold, the Gold thereby becomes weakned 
almoft to death, and the Steel will conceive and bring 
forth a Son more famous than his Father. Nuyfement 
alfo fpeaks of this Magnet, but fparingly and dark¬ 
ly, and Paracelfus yet more obfeurely. Others who 
had the knowledge of it, make no mention thereof 
at all ; fearing. Vis like, left the Art might grow too 
common, and be proftituted thereby : but without 
caufe; for though a Man be able to extradl the 
Tindtures of Metals, yet hath he not therefore the 
whole Art -, for though the faid Tindtures be of great 
ufe for the cure of all difeafes, yet can they not dif- 
play their virtues upon Metals, till they be fixed 
with Gold, and have obtained mctallick ingrefs: 
but in Phyfick, as was now faid," they are very ufe 
full, before their fixation, and efpecially thofe which 
by our Magnet arc extradted from Mars and Venus, 
for they purge all that is hurtfull out of the Body, 
not weakning as common Purges do, but ftrengthen- 
ing it. They alfo purge by Sweat and Urine, and 
ftill all inward and outward Pains procure fweet 
reft, by reafbn of the Anodynous quality hid in 
Mars and Venus. So that thefe Tindtures of Mars 
and Venus before fixation may be ufed againft all dil- 
eafes with alfurance of good fuccefs; and when fix¬ 
ed, they turn Silver into Gold. For our Magnet 
robs the Dragon ( viz,. Aqua Forth, wherein Mars 
and Venus are diffolved ) of the Golden Fleece he 
is keeper of, and, like another Jafon, brings home 
the fame, and with it reftores his aged Father to 
youth again, and procures to himfelf vaft and un- 
meafurable Riches. For thefe Tindtures do great 
wonders in both faculties. It is not long ago fince 
I took (ome grains ( which l had left of a former 
preparation) of one of thefe Tindtures, to fee if 
thereby I might.be fomewhat refrefhed, which in¬ 
deed did perform all that could be expedted from it, 
but having no more of it could not perfedt my cure. 
Since which time I have had a great longing with 
the firft occafion to prepare (ome more of it, becaufe 
I found that upon raking that final] quantity, my 
bald head began to be cover’d with black curl’c 
hairs, from whence I am verily perfwaded, that 
had I had more of the like Tindture, it would have 
wholly renewed me ; and therefore fhall not be 
wanting to make ufe of the firft opportunity to 
prepare more of it, both for my own health ant 


full of Medicines, though by reafen of my weaknels 
I am forc’d to keep my bed, and muft patiently wait, 
till it fhall pleafe God to put me into a condition of 
preparing the fame; yea though Death fliou’d pre¬ 
vent me from ever doing it, yet fhall this be my fa- 
tisfadlion, that I have here informed the Lovers of 
Art, what wonder-working Tindtures lye hid in 
thefe defpifed Metals of Copper and Iron, and 
which may fe> eafily with our Jovial Magnet be ex¬ 
tradted. 

But let him that undertakes to work with our 
fecrct Magnet, take heed that he do not make it 
too ftrong, left inftcad of a Tindture, he draw the 
grols Bodies; for it often happens when the Mag¬ 
net is too ftroag, that, together with the Tindture, 
it draws the grofs Body, and efpecially of the Ho- 
mogcneal Metals, in which the Tindture is lb clofe- 
ly united with the Body, that it is very hard to 
feparate them. A common Magnet draws Iron, 
together with its Tindture, but without feparating 
the one from the other; but our fecret Magnet 
draws from Iron ( its Body being firft opened ) the 
Tindture onely, leaving the grofs Body behind, be¬ 
caufe Iron and Copper are Heterogeneous Metals, 
in which the Tindture is ealily feparable from its 
Body, whereas Gold, which is Homogeneal, doth 
not readily part with his Tindture, the Body fol¬ 
lowing its Soul or Tindture, Yea a common Mag¬ 
net draws the whole Body of Iron, without fepa¬ 
rating the Tindture, even then when by Nature ic 
is made Flomogeneal and fixed like Gold: as we 
fee in Granat ftones, which are rich in Iron (as 
thofe are which are brought to us from America, 
and efpecially from New-France , feme in great pie¬ 
ces and others fmall like Sand) that they are gree¬ 
dy attradted by the common Magnet: and yet no 
Iron can be melted from them, foralmuch as nei- 
ler Fire will flux, nor corrofive Spirits diilolve 
them; but their Tin "ture may ealily be drawn from 
them according to the way I have fee down in my 
Book of the Three Principles. In America are found 
great Mountains of fuch finall Granats, which be¬ 
ing Homogeneal, will not yield to Fire or Stygian- 
waters. And now lately I have feen fame Mine¬ 
ral Earths and Stones brought from New-fcund-land, 
of which there are whole Mountains there, which 
never any Man that 1 know could make any profit 
of, though it be certain that every pound weight of 
them contains half a Crowns worth of Gold and 
Silver. But we need nor trouble our felves to feek 
for Treafures in other Countries. God having fur- 
nifhed all parts of the World (none excepted) with 
Subjedts that afford good and abundant Tindture, 
onely the Art of drawing them forth is wanting. 
We do not ftand in need of Gold for to extradt its 
Tindture, becaufe we may have one as good from 
Mars or Venus, and with much more cafe. 

f 

But if any Man has a mind to.draw the Gold from 
fuch Waters, wherein it is imperceptibly fcatter’d 
and difpers’d, let him put a fmall quantity of our 
fecret Magnet into the faid Water, and lie will fee 
all the faid Gold prefently gathered to it, and re¬ 
duc’d to Vifibility and Corporality, with great pro¬ 
fit to the Artift. And becaufe many fuch Waters 
abounding with Gold and Tindture, are found pre- 
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pared by Nature to our hands, wirhout charges or 
trouble, this fhort information here may to the 
skilfull open a door to great Trealures. 

■But to proceed and (hew that there are fuch 
Magnets wherewith Tinctures may be extracted ; 
and here lirft of all I will inftance in my Jovial 
Sal-Armomack here deferibed, whereby the Tin 
turn'd ro Allies is reduced ; for when the fame Sal- 
Armomack , impregnated with Tin, is dillolved in 
Spirit of Salt, it becomes fuch a Solar Magnet, which 
can and does extrad the Tindures from the Solu¬ 
tion of Metals. For when a little of this Sal-Armo¬ 
mack Water is poured upon the Solution of any 
Metal, fhaken together, and fet afide, the Magnet, 
as in a moment, attrads all that's good in the laid 
Solution, whether it be Go:d or Tindure, to rhe 
bottom of the G'afs of a purple or blood-red Co¬ 
lour, and the Solution becomes white. And yet 
there are many Magnets which are better than this 
of Sal-Armomack impregnated with Tin , extrading 
the Tindures from Metals with more eafe, and ber- 
ter than rhat. The reafon why I onely make men¬ 
tion of this, is, becaufe it is the produdof the Work 
here deferibed , viz,, rhe extrading Gold and Silver 
from Tin. And ro the end I may evidence ro all, 
that the (aid Magnet is of greater value than the 
Gold and Silver, which is got from the Tin ; I (hall 
fay thus much, that it is impoJItble for the ignorant 
to believe of what great advantage this Magnet is 
to thofe that underhand the ufe of it: for not one¬ 
ly may llniverfal Tindures be extraded therewith 
for curing the Bodies of Men and Metals, out of 
Metals and Stones, and that eafily and without 
charge; but it can alfo extrad much Gold from 
thofe Metals and Stones, in which much volatile 
and fpiritual Gold is hid, viz,. Iron, Copper, Eajl- 
Jndiati Zink, &c. and amongft Stones the red and 
yellow Pebbles, which arc almoft every-where to 
be found. Concerning which extradion of Sol from 
Sand and Stones, 1 have treated at large in my Se¬ 
venth Parr of the Projpenty of Germany . Now that 
our Magnet draws to it ail Colours and Tindures, 
not onely from Stones and Metals, but from Vege 
tables and Animals, and doth highly exalt the fame, 
may thus be proved : Dilfolve one ounce of Gold 
in Aqua Argw,pour the yellow Solution into a pound 
of common Water, and this yellow Colour will no 
more be perceived , then pour alfo fome of our 
Magnet into rhe faid Water, and all the Water will 
become blood-red, and being fet afide, rhe Gold, 
which rhe Magnet hath attraded, falls to the bot¬ 
tom, highly exalted in Colour, and the Water re¬ 
mains white, having loft all its Gold, and may be 
ufed again for rhe like extradion of Gold or Tinc¬ 
ture out of Stones and Metals in infinitum , without 
any impairing of its ftrength ; fo that I may well 
fay, that never hath a more profitable invention 
been communicated to mankind. 

Doll thou defire ro experience what our Magnet 
can doe in extracting the Colours of Vegetables and 
Animals: 1 then proceed thus: Boil Brafile wood, 
Turmcrick, or any like Vegetables in Water till it 
be coloured, filter it, and pour a little of our Mag 
net into rhe colour'd Water ; (hake it together, and 
the Magner will draw all the colour from the Water 
to it felt, which falls to the bottom in form of a very 
fubril Powder ; the Water being decanted, and the 
Powder dried, affords an excellent colour lor Pain¬ 
ters ; Brafile wood a brown red, Farnabock a light 


red , Dragons-blood a bright ruby colour, Turme- 
rick a yellow, and Indigo a curious Sky blew, l^ni- 
mals, as Cochenille, c~c. may be proceeded with 
in like manner, and will aiford far better Colours 
than they- can of rhcmfelves, becaufe our Magnet 
( as hath been faid) exalts all Colours wlutftever. 
To try this thy felt', thou may ft according to my 
foregoing inftrudion prepare it, and 1.b find by ex¬ 
perience the wonders it will perform in ext railing 
the Tinctures of Metals, Stone* Vegetables and 
Animals ; which if thou doft, tu.iU wilt find more 
than I have here fet down. And if thou haft no 
time to prepare the Magnet thy felf, thou may ft 
have it of thole who prepare it in great quantities : 
For becaufe this wonder-working Magnet can do 
fuch great things, l have communicated the pre¬ 
paration of it to a very honefl friend, to the end 
he might make it in quantity, and vend ir for the 
good of the World, at a Rix-dollar per Pound. With 
this Magnet Wool, Linnen, Silk, Bones, Feathers, &c. 
may be dyed or painted far more fair and lafting 
than any other way now known: Chymica! Phy- 
licians, with the help of it, may prepare the true 
Quinteffence of Metals and Scones for the cure of 
all difeafes: and it will aflift the Philofbphcrs co ex¬ 
tract llniverfal Tindures from all coloured Srones 
and Metals, with which they mav throughly and 
laftingly tinge white metals to Go.d, and CryB 
tal to Rubies, Saphircs, Jacinths, Lmralds, Crc ac¬ 
cording to their pleafure. 

In a word, he who has this Magnet and knows 
the ufe of it, needs not to read any ^hymical B^oks 
for all in all is comprehended in it, as in a fnorr time 
will be manifefted. This Magnet is <b great a Trea- 
ture that the vafteft Volumes cannot contain all its 
virtues, it is ferviceablc to all men ; yea no lubjed 
can be found in nature, that can produce luch won- 
derfull and ufefull effects us this our fecret Sal Armo- 
mack. Great Books have been written concerning 
the common Magnet which onely draws Iron, 
though indeed its nature and properties be alfo very 
wondcrfull; for without it there could be no failing 
by Sea in the Night time, whereas now it is all one 
to Marriners whether they Sail by Day or by Night: 
but how much more highly is our magnet to be cf- 
teemed, which not onely points out to Philofophers, 
Phyficians and Chymifts, the right way through the 
vaft and wild Sea of Chymica! Operations, to their 
defired Port, richly laden with the beft of Commo¬ 
dities Gold and Tinclures, but alto direds Media- 
n:cks to new ways and inventions of obtaining 
wealth, never before known. 

Indeed as there is a great difference between Mars 
and Jupiter fo alfo between thefe Magnets which par¬ 
take of their natures. The common martial Mag¬ 
net guided Chnfiopbor :ts Colux'bus to Awericfy that 
new World abounding with Gold and Silver, betides 
many other profitable Commodites, but all this iri 
away hazardous and full ofdanger, many rhoufands 
having loft their lives as well by Sea as by Land in 
endeavouring to obtain thefs riches. I'or Alan with 
his Magnet onely loads and perfwades to War and 
Blood fhed, whereas the friendly and peace-loving 
Jupiter , with his benign Magnet ftirs up none co 
evil but onely to good, and directs us to a Land 
much more abounding with Gold than America , 
whence we may fetch the fame in peace and quiet 
without tear of War or Blood fhed, and to the glo¬ 
ry of God make known his Works of wonder to the 
ignoranr. 
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Aud thus much (hall fuffice to have fpoken con¬ 
cert, g the extrading or leparating of Gold and Sil¬ 


ver from Tin, and the eafie extradion of Tindures 
from Stones and Metals, by means of our fecret Sal- 
Arnr.nhuk. Now for a Surplus, and toplcafure the 
Sons of Art, I’ll take one turn more in the Philofio- 
phick Garden and gather fome fair Flowers, to make 
a Garland in honour of the Adepts, that they may 
wear it in remembrance of me. The fir ft of thefe 
Flowers is the wj^e Lilly, thefecond the blew Vio¬ 
let, and the thiru the deep Purple Am arant bus, be¬ 
ing the chief that grow in our Garden, of which 1 
intend to twift my Garland. 

The firft, vrJ. the white Lilly appears in the. be¬ 
ginning of our Work ■, the blew Violet in themidft, 
and the deep red Anurrambus in the end of it. 1 hat 
I compare the beginning of our Work to a Lilly, is 
not without reafon, forafmuch as our mercurial Wa¬ 
ter is whiter than white,being called of Philofophers 
a white, whiter than white, becaufc though it be a 
white colour, yet it excells all other whites, with its 
gliftring brightnefs fo far,that other white colours com¬ 
pared with ic look very dim and dark And becaufe 
God hath beitowed upon the Lilly fitch afair gliftring 
white, as no Flower can compare with it, therefore 
we compare our mercurial Water (the beginning of 
our Work ) for its unparallel’d whitenefs to the Lilly 
of the Field: of which our Saviour himlclf faith. 
That Salomon in all his glory,was not arrayed like one o j 
them. For this caufe alio the Philofophers always 
termed the beginning of their Work a white lower, 
as appears (among other infiances) from an inferip- 
tion engraven on two Candlefiicks, belonging to a 
Cloifter \n it ejiphaha, made b\ a. Monk and dedica 
ted to the uie of the Altar tnere in thefe words, 
Non ex A.arc, nec Argent c eel ex pnmo Artis flore jam 
fail /'//’. I am not made of Gold nor Silver, but of the 
f rjt Flow,,- of Art. Thefe Candlefiicks are white as 
Silver, but heavy as Gold ; which may pafs for a 
proof that the white in our work is termed a Lilly 
or I lower. 

And that this our bright white Lilly doth far fur- 
pals ail other white Flowers whatfbever, the Philo- 
iopbers in Turba witnefs when they fay, our Salt ex¬ 
alts the whitenefsin Silver and thered in Gold ; which 
indeed is the very truth, though it be not believed 
by the unexperienced, becaufe at firft fight it feems 
againft nature, that one colour (liould die both red 
and white : yet that it is fo, I here witnefs unto with 
my Pen, and hope fhortlv to make an ocular dc- 
monllration of ir to all that are lovers of the won- 
derfull Works of God. In the mean time we may 
prove it thus, dillolvc in Aqua Forth lomc fine cu- 
pell'd Silver, and in another Veflel in Aqua Regis 
fome find Gold, pour a little of our mercurial Water 
into each of the Solutions, and the Silver will fall to 
the bottom white as Snow ; y'ca rather will be whiter 
than that or any other thing in the World : and the 
Gold will be precipitated red like blood, and the 
Stygian Waters arc rob'd of all the Gold and Silver 
that was in them, by the addition of our fecret Sal- 
Armomack Water, lo as not the leaf} grain remains 
with them. Thus Ferfcus, viz. the exalted Gold, 
has deliver'd Andromeda, viz. the white exalted Sil¬ 
ver, from the Sea-Monfter, w, the Aqua Forth, 
and taken the fame to his Wife, that is, radically 
united with it. And that our jovial Sal-Armomack 
will do this, l hope e’re long to demonflrate to the 
lovers of Art. 

The Blind World may learn from hence, it was 


not without reafon the Philofophers affirm that their 

fecret Salt, exalts the red in Gold and the white in 
Silver. And that their Salt is a Sal-Armoniack, ap¬ 
pears from their crying, O ottr Sal-Armoniack ! () cur 
Sea ! for had it been the common, how could they 
have call’d it theirs ? Turba faith, If the Almighty had 
not created this Salt, it were impSjftble to compleat cur 


Elixir: Which words are a Hedged by AmoldusAe Vil¬ 
la Nova, who faith that Almizadir (a name the 
Philofophers give their fecret Salr) is a Sal-Armoni¬ 
ack, as appears from his own words taken out of his 
Breviary of Alchymical Books, being a Letter ofhis 
to a Pope of Rome. 

“ To the moll holy Father, c're I acquaint thee 
:c that firft of all the bodies muff be reduced to their 
“ firft matter. To underftand which, thou mull 
“ know, that the matter of all Metals, and their 
“ Sperm is a white fume decofted and thickned in 
“ the Bowels of the Earth, by a fulphurous hear; 

“ and according to the varieties of this Hilphur, and 
“ its quantity in the earth, divers Metals arc pro- 
“ dueed ; the matter of them all being the lame ef- 
lentially, and differs onely accidently. Above all 
things t is certain, that the Workman can do no¬ 
thing here without Salt, no more than an Archer 
can lhoot without a firing to his Bow. Monants 
cxpi.dfes this more clearly, when he faith, Take 
the Phlegmatick and Cholerick,and grind the Sanguine 
' with it, urstill it become a tinging Heaven, &C. The 
Phlegmatick is cold and moift, viz,. Mtrciuy y the 
c Cholerick is hot and dry, viz,. Sal-Armoniack y 
: and the fanguinc is hot and moift, viz,. Gold. . 
c Obferve that Sal-Armoniack doth not give Co- 
1 lour, but Ingrefs, and prepares the matter and 
c pnrgeth it, and then the Spirit being united with 
c the Body, it hath ingrefs, and having conjoin’d 

c thefe, it goes off. For this Salt is an unctuous 

c fatnefs coagulated by the drynefs of the fire, of 
c a hot and (ubtil dry nature, which penetrating 
c through all parts, dillolves Bodies, and is the 
c conjoiner of oppolites, and of all Spirits with their 
:c Bodies. For this Salt is a volatile Spirit, a gene- 

* rating Stone, and a helper towards the produfti- 

“ on of the Elixir ^ becaufe if this Salt were not, 
the Elixir could never be diffolved, nor have in- 
“ grefs, neither would one thing be join'd to ano- 
“ ther, or have ingrefs into another. It is volatile, 

“ and yet join'd with Eodies, ic is a Body which is 
“ hid in it. And therefore Avicenna faith , Ij you 
u put it, viz,, this Salt, injtead of Fire , Air, or Sul - 
<c phttr , yen will net err m your work, becaufe it inclines 
cc it Jelf to every nature and Alncizadir ;that is,Sdl-Ar- 
cc moniack will alone da thy bufinds. And in the Book 
“ of Aloms and Salts 'cis hid, that if God had not 
u created this Salt , the Elixir ccnld never he perfected , 
cc and the. Jludy of Alchyrny would be :n vein. He 
cc therefore that works without Salt ( as the AHege- 
c: ry of the Wife Men hath it) does net attenuate the 
u dead Bodies in their Graves y and there fore can never 
“ ex pc hi a refurrebtion , See. 

From this Letter of Arnold ns it appears fully, 
that their fecret Salt is a Sal-Armoniack , though not 
the common. Concerning which Salt the Philofo¬ 
phers exprefs then delves very differently. Our 
Cofrr.opohta cries out, O cur Sal-Armoniack ! O our 
Sea ! and teaches alfo the preparation of ir, though 
very darkly, where he (peaks of the little fifh Re- 
mora , of which we are told, that it is able ro ftop 
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a gre »c Ship u T »cler >a:I in her courle ; and we know 
our iccrei' 7 -^thiuna k ha* the force ro itop the 
Saips richly laden with Gold and Silver, failing in 
i he Sea of .S; : a ; Wa r crs, and ro lead them whither 
it hits ; from u hence ir an ears rhar ourJo\ial Sal- 
Ayyrjtvi.it h L ibe true i\> n. a U the Pbiloiophers. 

i proceed now ro tl c fecond L.ov.-er, vix,. the 
blew Violet, wh'ch ielikcwde k; id in o'.ir Garden. 
V, e have heard how hv means of our Jovial Sal-Ar- 
wTvatk, the colour of Gold and Silver is cvaltctl, 
after it liatn atrraJled Ll.em outc f the fair Sea,where¬ 
in they were dilTolved. But if the Solutions of both 
Gold and Silver be pour'd together in one Glals, 
and fome of our Magnet be put ro them for to at¬ 
tract ilie fame, then the Gold wh : ch before was 
Blood-red, and the Si.ver which was fo white, do 
together confhtute a Violet colour, which is the fe- 
cond Flower growing in our Garden. 

The third anu molt beautiful] Flower of all that 
grow in our Garden, is the fair Flower Awaranth.'fs, 
which of all other doth longed keep its colour: the 
white Lillies (bed their Leaves as foon as they are 
ripe, and Vio’etsina fhort time wither and lofe their 
coiuur; but the simarav-utts keeps her colour 
Winter and Summer. And the fame may be (aid 
oi our metaMine newer?, the Silver attracted by 
our Magnet is ihe white Lilly, which when joyn’d 
with our blood-red G nd, produces our blew Violet, 
and our of this Violet, by means of the Fire, is af¬ 
terwards produced the fix and [ ermanent Amaraii- 
thus. When a Pn.lofj; her kmv/s where to find, 
and how ro pluck thdo three Flowers, he may well 
wear them as a Garland of Honour. Thus much 
I have added to point out thefe Flowers to the Sons 
of Arr, aod to lfcr up a Jclire in them to pluck them 
for thcmfelve^ Ac the prelenr, time doth not per¬ 
mit ro add any more, wherclore I hope the Cour¬ 
teous Reader wid accept of what he finds here, in¬ 
tending in my third Appendix, God willing, to fpcak 
more lullv of taker like Flowers, which with the 
help of our fecret Salpinx vi.uk y may with more 
eale and in greater abnnd mcc be gathered than 
thole now mount nul. I intend alio therein to treat 
of a far more profitable ule <;f t ur fecret Sal-Ann - 
mack. Lor a.chough cur lecict Sa!-Annu?jiack y which 
by manual labour is prepared of two Conrraries ,'vi 
Oil 01 \ itri( 1, Spd ir ot Salt or other corrofive acid 
Spirits, and ui inous S )irin, beofgretr life I >r rhe 
meliorating of Metals, and the preparingoS many 
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good Medicines, yet is all this but Children’s p'ay, 
it compared with what nuv be done with our nioft 
fecret Sal-Arwonia.cL, which is not prepared by Art, 
but crearcd oi God, and may be had every where 
in abundance without money. Yea, the Philolb- 
phers (av that all men have ir, that Ada.m brought 
it with him out of ParaeUje, and alter death took it 
with him to his Grave; which is the confrantal- 
ierrion not onely of Heathen, but.alfo ofChriftian 
Philofophers, who have afferted the fame with 
many arguments, amongft whom are Alberta* Mag- 
n’:s and his Difciple Thomas Arininas, who were holy 
and religious men, and therefore very far from ob- 
rruding lies upon the World. There are alfo many 
Writings of unknown Philofophers, who afierr, that 
all both rich and poor, always carry the matter of 
the Stone about with them, yea, that they bring it 
with them from their Mothers Womb which 
though it may (bund ftrange to the ignorant, becaufe 
Man doth not appear in a mineral form,but in Flefli 
and Blood, \ er Cure it is that the mineral virtue is 
hid in him, for if it were not fo Albertas could never 
have found Gold between the Teeth of dead Mens 
Skulls. 

And for a conclufion, I Glauber do here proteft, 
that this molt univerfal Sal-Armomack is able to 
change common Mercury in two or three days time, 
that it (hall be no longer Quickfilvcr, nor whiten Sol 
Lane or Copper, but rather exalt them in their co¬ 
lours, and change them into true Tindu res. This 
Sal-Arniuvtach, alfo has the priwer to fix (though it 
be unfixtitfelf) all volati.e Minerals, w;. common 
Sulphur, Mercury, Antimony, Auripigmenr, Zink, 
Bilhiurh, Arfenick, Cobalt, Galmev, and ether (itch 
like in twenty four hours, fo as afterwards they will 
fuffer themfelves to be melted, without (ending forth 
any finoak, and may be taken inwardly for the cure 
of many Difeafes, concerning which 1 intend fud- 
denly to give a fuller and further account. And 
therewith conclude this fmall Treatife of the won- 
derfull Powers and Virtues of our fecret Artificial, 
and moft fecret natural Sal-Armomack. The godly 
and upright will eafily apprehend what is^here 
written, but the ungodly never. In our third Ap¬ 
pendix we intend ro enlarge on thefe and the like 
high Secrets, and declare the further profitable ufe of 
our Mercury of Tin, as being the onely means, 
without troublefome or chargeable labour to obtain 
to an universal Medicine. 
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ipagyrical Pharmacopeia. 

Wherein is Treated of the Further Ul'e of our Wonder¬ 
working Alcaheji or mod fecret Sal-Armoniack. And more particularly, 
of the way to Extra< 5 t the Tindhires of Gold, Iron and Copper 5 as well 
as of all precious and common Stones 5 and to introduce the faid Tin&ures 
again into other white Metals and Stones, fo as permanently to colour 
and meliorate the fame. 

Faithfully Tranflated out of the High-Dlltch Original. 


At 


Courteous READER, 

I N the fore-going Second Appendix to my Pharmacopcca Spagyrica, I promis'd the publifhing 
of a Third Appendix, wherein 1 intended to communicate to the Lovers of Arty the remain- 
ing Vertues of our Secret Sal-Armoniack j hut finding that my Candid publication of fo many 
great and ufeful Secrets are fo coldly and carelejly received by an ungratefull World, 1 have 
thought good to cover the fame in filer.ee. However that 1 may not be wanting to contribute what 1 
can in this my Third Appendix, for the fatisfallien of the ingenious Seekers and Lovers of Art , / 
defign to conclude my Spagyrical Phamacopcea with the Difcovery of a Wonder-working new-found- 
Alcaheft, which by its furpaffing Virtues does far excell all thofe before-mentioned. Which newDrJco- 
very will without doubt be more acceptable to the Lovers of thefe Secrets , than to Treat further con¬ 
cerning the already Communicated Sal-Armoniack ; which wbofoever (had take the pains to prepare, 
will find much more than 1 have fet down concerning it; and therefore think it not needfull to en¬ 
large any further on that Subjell , in the mean time neglelling things of greater and better concern. 
1 fay better things , becaufe the difeovering of this New-found Alcaheft will afford more light by 
far to Seekers , than the former could: For which reafon 1 have thought good to fet all other things 
afidey for to Treat of the Alcaheft which has not its like in theVniverJ'e , as I hope by God's affiftance 
in this Difcourfe to make out and demonflrate. 


Now 
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TV JOw becaufe I here write of an Alcaheft or Won- 
der working Sal-Armoniack, 1 think it not impro¬ 
per to explain the word Alcaheft, and to make known 
the meaning and importance thereof, which may help 
us to difcover the true Ule and Vertues of the fame. 
Some tell us that the word Alcaheft, is.a Corruption 
of the German word Algcift , that is to fay, All-Sprit, 
from its very fpiritual nature, and becaufe it reduces 
grots Bodies to Spirit. Others bv tranfpofing of its 
Letters, make a Dutch word of it, importing hafty or 
fwift running, flying, See. 

Now we know that among all Salts that are in the 
World, there is none to be found, which in Diflilla- 
tion or Sublimation doth fooner volatilize the molt 
fubtil part of Minerals, Vegetables, and Animals, 
and carry them over the helm, than a good Sal-Ar¬ 
moniack: Wherefore the faid Name may well be gi¬ 
ven to it, by reafon of its volatilizing all things, and 
carrying them fwiftly over the helm. 

And foralmtich as I have already fpoken concern¬ 
ing feveral of thefe volatilizing Salts, calling thefirlt 
Common Sal-Armcniack, the fecond fecret Sal-Armoni- 
tick, and the third moftfecrct Sal-Armoniack, 1 lind my 
felf deflitute of a Name by which 1 might call this 
my New found Sal-Armoniack, except 1 fhonld give it 
the name of Eagles Usings, u'hich I am the rather tn- 
clined to do, becaufe in fbme of my former Writings, 

1 have by way of Allufion exprefled the laid Volatili¬ 
zing Saltsby theName of Wings, comparing the tirft 
and weakeff of them to the wings of a Dove, the fe- 
cond to thofe of a Raven, and the flrongefl of all to 
Eagles wings. And feeing the Sal-Armonidck of which 
I am notv to Treat, is far more powerful than any of 
them all, I may well give it that name, and the ra¬ 
ther, becaufe Antient as well as Modern Philofbphers 
have given the name of Eagles wings to common Sal- 
Armoniack ; fome of them, Yis like, not knowing of 
any better. Thus Paracelfus lets down the way of 
volatilizing his unripe Mineral Eleflrum by means of 
the Spread Eagles wings ; and in many other places of 
his Writings, he calls Sal-Armoniack an Eagle, becaufe 
this Salt, of all Salts, as the Eagle of all Birds, .rakes 
the highcft flight, and therefore alfo is called the King 
of Salts. 

The Heathens attributed a Flying Eagle to their 
cheifeft God Jupiter ; and the Holy Apoffle and Even- 
gelifl St. John, becaufe in his Gofpel he takes a higher 
flight than any of the other Evangelifts, is reprefent- 
ed with an Eagle (landing by him, as being his pro¬ 
per Embleme. We alfb find in the Writings of Phi¬ 
lofbphers, the word Eagle is made ufe of by them to 
figmhe any thing which by Artis exalted to the highefl 
degree it is capable of - , and therefore this Sal-Armo¬ 
niack which in its flight excells all thofe before fpoke 
of, exalting things to the highefl top of Perfection, 
may well be fly led the Eagles Wing. Rimy makes 
mention of a great and monltrom Bird called a Grif¬ 
fon, found in the Eaftern parts of the World, and of 
that flrengtli, as to be able to carry away an Armed 
Man on Horfeback.Horfeand all, to his Ned: which 
flrong Bird is a good Embleme of the furpafling force 
of this our Eagles wing, which like the Griffon is alfo 
provided with flrong Talons, with which it lays hold 
on heavy things, and carries them away with it, as 
we (ball hear by and by. For every good Sal-Armo¬ 
niack bath thefe two Vertues, of being fliarp and pier¬ 
cing as well as volatile: the fharpnefs are its Talons, 
whereby it leizeth and lays hold of things; and its 
volatility, are the Wings with which it carries them 
away. Now the flronger thefe talons,and the larger 


thefe wings of Sal-Artmmack are, the more will there' 
by be ertedled : J he Common Sal-Armoniack is the 
weakell of all, our Secret Sal-Armoniack is as Itrong 
again, and our mod Secret Sal-Armoniack for exoells 
them both ; but this we treat of here, is by much the 
ftronged and molt aftive of them all, and therefore 
may well be compared to the King of Birds. 

1 his fame Sal-Armoniack may alfo with great rea= 
fon be called Lucifer, as afordUg a briglit-fhming 
Light to Chymids, whereby thev may difcover great 
Secrets: For as the bright Morning Star in theFirma- 
ment, does go beforethe Sun, and gives notice of his 
riling, and therefore is called Lucifer, that is the Har¬ 
binger or Bringer of Light. And as die (aid Star doth 
not only Ufher in the Day, but alfo fhut the fame, 
and bring on the Night, being therefore alfo called 
Ciefperus ; we {hall find a fit refemblance of all this in 
our Philofbpbick Lucifer, forafmuch as the lame makes 
known and difeoversto us, the rifing as well as let¬ 
ting of our Spiritual Sun, and is a double Key which 
fhuts as well as opens. 

But tofhew more particularly that my New found 
Alcaheft or Spiritual Sal-Armoniack, hath this refem¬ 
blance with the Morning-Star, Lucifer-, I (ay, that, as 
the laid Star ufhers in the Suns rifing; fo likewife our 
Sophiok Lucifer goes before our Spiritual S/<w,*and 
ufhers the fame over the Helm. And as the Firma- 
mental Sun, when it rifeth above the Horizon, doth by 
its Light,and Vital heat quicken, vigorate andrefrefh 
every thing ; in like manner our rhilofophical Sun, 
or Spiritual Gold, when by means of our Lucifer, ic 
is brought front under its earth or dark Chaos, quick¬ 
ens and rejoices whatfbever is contain’d within the 
compafs of our Sophick Heaven. 

And as in the Heavens the Sun's rifing follows fbon 
after the appearing of the Morning-Star, following 
the fame, as it were, at the heels; fo likewife our Lu-- 
eifer, when by the Artifts, She is joyned with the 
dark Chaos , in which the Sophick Gold lies hid, and 
begins to feel the Fire, fwiftly comes over ( for fucli 
is the nature of an Alcaheft) and brings tidings of 
the Philofophick Suns rifing, which indeed follows it 
ac the heels. Again, As the Sun of the Firmament, 
leifurely follows the Morning Star, not leaping forth 
all at once ; fo our Sophick Lucifer brings over Gold, 
not all at once, but gently and by degrees, at flrd 
appearing very littlw, and afterwards difoovering it 
felf more and more, till at lad it fhine forth in its full 
Meridian Glory. 

Neither ought it to be thought drange, that I com¬ 
pare our Alcaheft to Lucifer, our Gold to the Sun, 
and our Alembeck or Veflel to Heaven ; feeing that 
others havedone the fame before me, and particular¬ 
ly Hermes Tnfmegifhts the Father of all Philofbphers, 
has made ufe of this Allegorical way of expreffing 
himfelf in the defeription of his Univerfal Tmllurc, as 
may be feen in his Smarcsgthne Table at the latter end 
of Mirac. Mttndi. 

Thus the Reader may fee how the Philofbphers of 
old took pleafure to reprefent their high Secrets in 
Parabolical expreflions; which may further be traced 
in Morlenus his Defeription of the Univ<r(alTinllure, 
in Paracelfus his Book entitled Coel/tm Phtlclophcrum, 
which contains great Secrets concerning the Tranf- 
mutation of Metals, but much in Symbolical, and 
Allegorical expreflions. 

But to return to our Alcaheft, wliofe name imports 
a flrong Spirit which lays hold of Heavv and fix things 
carrying them upwards with it felf, thar is Volatili¬ 
zing them. The Eagle, as a King of Circs, feizeth 
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Hens, Gees, Hares, &c. with his Talons, and car¬ 
ries them up to his Nett; but as for what Pliny writes 
ot the Griffon, teems rather an Allegory than a true 
Hiltorv, bec.iule Pliny among other tilings relates of 
this Bird, that with her ftrong Talons lhe digs up 
Gold from out of the high Mountains and Rocks, and 
makes her Neft with it; Now how improper this is 
fora Bird to make herNeftwith Gold, and not rather 
with Feathers and ...her (oft materials, is apparent 
enough at firft fight. Wherefore we may fafely con¬ 
clude, that the Ancients by this great and ftrong Bird, 
have denoted to us a violent and high volatil slier, he ft, 
fitch as ours is, which lays hold not only of the Spiri¬ 
tual, but alio of the Corporal Gold which is in Me¬ 
tals, Stones and Rocks, and plucks up the fame with 
its fliarp Talons, and with its ftrong Wings carries up 
the fame to the tops of Mountains, there to make her 
Neft.Thus we fee how ibis Story may be verified : For 
indeed the Talons ot our AlcaheH are much fharper, 
and her Wings much itronger, than thofe of the Eagle 
or Griffon ; for when we pour the tame upon any co¬ 
lour’d Metals or Stones in a Glats placed in a heat of 
Sand, it pretently lavs hold of them, and digs up not 
only the fix Gold that is in them, but alto all their fix 
and volatile TinClure, and carries it to the top of an 
high Mountain,that is the head of the Alembeck. Nor 
doth it only exert its power upon imperfeCt Metals, 
or upon Sand and Flints, which are of a Diflimilar 
and Heterogeneous nature, and therefore more eafily 
teparable, but fhews forth alfo its furpafiing itrength, 
upon fix Gold and hard precious Stones, which are 
Homogeneous and of very difficult Separation, pene= 
trading their compaCt and ffitit-up Bodies, drawing 
from them their fixed Tinctures or Souls, and carry¬ 
ing them up to the tops of Olympus- Neither doth it 
only excraCtTinClures fromdillolved Metals and pow= 
dred Stones, but alfo from thofe that are whole and 
entire, robbing them of their Tinctures without de- 
itroying the frame and figure of their Bodies, which 
indeed is wonderful. And as it thus extracts thete 
Tindfures, fo it can wonderfully introduce the fame 
again into other hard and compaCt Bodies: All which 
it performs by reafon of its furpafiing fubtile and 
piercing nature; as being neither Earth, Water, nor 
Air, but a meer Fire, penetrating all things,and which 
nothing can withftandor refill. 

Take this inftanceof it- Fill a Glats-body with 
Earth, Water, or Air, and you’ll find that none of 
them will be able to penetrate the Glats, but put Fire 
into it, and it will pierce the lame without the lead 
refinance. Wherefore the Philofophers fpeaking of 
our Secret Fire, fay : Onr Eire is Jlronger than the Com' 
man, becatife it turns Gold that is moft fix into a meer 
Spirit, which common Fire can noway perform. All men 
know that Gold cannot be deltroyed by any common 
Fire, whereas our tecret Fire carries over Gold in 
form of a Spirit, as if it were a volatile Mercury : 
judge then whether this be not a wonderful Fire, 
which as it were in a moment, makes fix Gold fpiri- 
tual and potable. 

We read in the Scriptures, that the Ifraelites forced 
Aaron, in Mofei’s ablence, to make them a Golden 
Calf for to Worthip ; and that when Mofes was come 
down from the Mount, and (aw the Children of Ifrael 
dancing about the Golden Calf, his anger was kindled 
againft them, and burning the Calf with fire, he ground 
it to powder and f rewed it upon the water, ond made the 
Children of Ifrael to drink of it, Exod. $2. 19,20. 
Now whether it was by Art, or by the immediate 
power of God that Mofes fo burnt the Golden Calf, 


that the Ifraelites could drink it down, we will not 
now difpute ; thus much we know, that it could ne¬ 
ver be done with common vV'ood or Coal fire. Be- 
fides, we know that Mofes was not defective in any 
thing of Art or Knowledge, as having been educa¬ 
ted and inftrufted in the Royal School of pharaoh, in 
which true Philofophy, Altronomy, Magick, Alchi- 
my, and Phyfick at that time greatly flourifhed. We 
read ot the Holy Apoftle and Evangelift St. John, a 
tiling no lefs furprizng and wonderful, viz,, that lie 
turn'd Rods to Gold, and common Stones into Gems, 
which he diftributed to the Poor ; as is expreft in the 
Latin Hymn the Roman Church fings in honour of 
that Evangelift, on the Feftival-day appropriate to 
him, I am not ignorant that fome are of opinion that 
St. John could never do this by art, becatife he did 
not make ute of the proper matter for Tranftnutation, 
but by the immediate power of God, which I will not 
now determine; only this 1 can lay, and if need were, 
make an Ocular .demonllration of it, that out of 
Wood, and other Vegetable and Animal fubjeCts, none 
excepted, good Gold, abiding all proofs may be made, 
though with more eafe out of one Subject than ano¬ 
ther. . For indeed the Principles of Metals are as well 
to be found in Vegetables and Animals asin Minerals, 
though fomewhat more remote and invifible, than in 
thete. That Wood contains a Sulphur like to that 
which is found in Metals, none can deny, and I have 
demonftrated in many places of my Books; neither is 
it deftitute of Mercury and Salt. Wherefore 1 here 
openly profeft, by an impulfe from God and Truth, 
that it is no hard thing for me, out of all Vegetable 
and Mineral Subjects to make good Gold, by means 
of our fiery maturating Spirit, to which in thisTrea- 
tite I have given the names of Alcaheft, Eagles wings. 
Griffons talons, and Lucifer. 

The Ancient Philofopher Artephius, has not fpecified 
the time, in which his Secret tire can maturate the 
true fubjeft of the Stone, and bring it to perfection. 
Vontanus faith it may be done in a fhort time, and 
with fmall charges. Tis probable that Mofes fcarce 
(pent one day in burning the Golden Calf with the So- 
phick fire; neither is it likely that St. John made any 
long work, of changing Wood into Gold, and com¬ 
mon into precious Scones. If Miriam, Aaron s Siller, 
could in three days time compleat the Philofophers 
Stone from beginning to end, ( according to the Tefti- 
mony of Philofophers ) why may not there fuch en- 
ligbtned Perlbns be found at this day among good 
Chriftians that can do the fame ? The feme God who 
gave this knowledge to Mofes and Miriam , as alfo to 
the Evangelift St. John, he lives Hill, and ceafeth not 
by his Holy Spirit, to enlighten his EleCt, without 
any Verbal Dilputes, reading of Books, Labour, Wea- 
rinets, or Charges, in all Divine and Eternal, as well 
as Temporal and Natural things, and to lead and 
conduit them to their defired end. Wherefore all 
ought in the firft place to beg of God his Light, lln- 
derftanding,and Wildoni, as Salomon did, and nor to 
teek after vain and perifhable Riches, by which means 
they would obtain much more than they ever can by 
their own willing and running. I John Glauber affirm 
it boldly, that with our tecret Fire, 1 can in the fpace 
of three hours, make pure natural fix Gold to be as 
volatile as any Spirit of Wine can be; and again in 
twenty four hours-time, turn the (aid fpiritualized and 
exalted Gold, into a fix tranfparent, fpiritual, fweer, 
tinging Carbuncle ; and this in the way of Nature, to 
the wonder and aftonifhment of the ignorant Cove¬ 
tous Children of this world, that walk in darknefs; 
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and yet ( as Chrift feith ) are wifsr in their Genera¬ 
tion than the Children of Light. 

Let this fuffice what we have here fpoken concern¬ 
ing rhe power and great vertue of our Alcaheft, in 
preparing of Medicines and Univerfal Tindtures, viz.. 
that whatever Metals, common or precious Stones, 
are put into it, it immediately does volatilize the lame, 
and brings them over the helm, carrying them up¬ 
wards, to what height we pleale; for fine it is that 
the higher Metals mount in diftillation or fublimacion 
rhe purer they are. When now fuch pure and a’the- 
rial Spirits, are again fixed, then rhey are no more 
grofs Metallick Bodies as before, but Spiritual Bodies, 
and Bodily Spirits; to the Eye Clarified Bodies, but 
indeed and in truth Concentred Spirits, which pene¬ 
trate all hard things whatfoever, pafs through lock'd 
Gates, and take away what pleafeth them ; and as they 
can without opening the door take out any thing, fo 
can they in like manner bring in the fame again. As 
for inftance, 1 draw the Colour from Gold, and in¬ 
troduce the faid Tindture into Silver, being a fix pure 
and white Body, in which this Metalline Spirit takes 
lip its abode ; and the pure body of Silver greedily 
attracts the Tindture, becaufe (lie (lands in need of it; 
neither indeed can the porous body of Silver, relilt 
or keep out this piercing Spirit, but pafleth through 
warming and tindturing her throughout, and filling 
her pores with Solar Tindture, communicates to her 
not only the colour and weight, but alfo the nature 
and property of Gold. 

Take another Example : Extradt with our Alcaheft 
by Diftillation the fix Tindture out ot Granates (not 
pulverized, but whole as they come to hand,and that 
for reafbns hereafter mentioned) which extradiion may 
be performed in half an hours-time, becaufe our Lu= 
cifer can pafs through fliut gates. When now thou 
haft caught this Tindture in our Hellifh Spirit, then 
thou haft it at command, and it muft obey thee. If 
then our fiery Magnet be able to extract the Tindture 
from hard Stones, without breaking, or deftroying 
their bodies, it can as eafily introduce the fame again 
into any hard, white ftony body, and colour the feme, 
light or deep, as pleafeth thee beft. For inftance thou 
draweft the colour from Granates, which indeed do 
fuperabound with tindture, which renders them opa- 
cous, and therefore lefs efteemed ; for we find that a 
Ruby being of a lighter colour, that is Iefs abounding 
with Tindture than a Granate, is much more valued, 
whole Bodies neverthelefs do in all things exadtly re¬ 
ferable one another, differing only by reafbn of more 
or lefs Tindture. Indeed where the bodies differ in 
hardnefsand clearnefs, there the cafe is alter’d; but 
when the body is fixe, and can endure rhe fire,onely 
ris darkened by too much Tindture, this may eafily 
be mended by art, onely by extracting or taking a- 
vvay fome part of its Tindture, which will render it 
of a brighter colour. Which extradtion of Tindtures, 
and the introducing of them again into pale or white 
bodies, may be pradtis’d upon all precious Stones, 
and to very great profit. For example, I draw, by 
means of our fecret fire, the Tindture out of Gold or 
Granates, and Introduce the feme into another white 
Stone, which muft be fix, that is, fuch an one, which 
when made red hot, doth not become fofc or fall to 
fhivers, but retains its former hardnefs, as all thofe 
do which are called precious, becaufe the fire can 
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neither confnme nor feparate their parts, fuch as 2, 
Diamonds, Rubies, Granates, Saphires, Hyacinths, 
Emralds, Topafes, Chryfolites, Aniethifts, &c. All 
which are coagulated of one and the feme water, and 
tindtured with the fame colour; for though their co¬ 
lours differ, that proceeds only from the greater or 
Idler quantity or purity of their Tindtures, tlieir co¬ 
lours, as well as their bodies proceeding from one 
principle. And the fame muft,be underftood of all 
Metals ; for Gold has no better orig'Fial than Iron or 
Copper, rave only that by long diftillation in the 
Earth, it is better purified and ripened. Obferveonly 
that in this operation you do not take Criftals, Beryls, 
or any other 1 Stones which grow (oft and crumble 
to pieces when they are made red hot. 

Some Jewellers know with rhe help of Fire, to 
mend fome precious Stones whofe colours are not 
bright and clear enough : thus they burn away the 
colour that is in Saphires and Amethifts,making them 
white like Diamonds, their colours being volarile, and 
therefore may be taken away by Fire, but they can 
not introduce other colours inftead of thofe they have 
rob'd them of Neither are they able to burn yellow 
Diamonds to a whitenefs, notwithftanding that Art 
has been much fought after : But our Alcaheft can 
eafily perform this Matter piece, for as much as it, 
like a fitbtil piercing fire, can pafsandrepals rhrougfi 
fhut doors without impediment, whereas all grofs, 
corporal things are fain to ftand without. For which 
reafbn 1 have given our fecret Fiery Spirit, the name 
of Lucifer, of which Artefbites fpeaks thus ; Our Fire 
is moift and dry, it pierces all things, dift'olzies, ’volatdifeth, 
and alfo fixeth them ; it is natural, unnatural , and Jupcr- 
natural: For though Nature make Gold and Precious 
Stones in the Earth, yet doth it not afford us fuch a 
fupernatural Fiery Spirit or Srone with whicli we at 
our pleafure can make Gold and Precious ltones of 
Earth. Therefore it is Art that brings things higher 
and further than Nature can, and yettheArtift cans 
not go beyond Nature, except he have tint learnt to 
know Nature and taken his Principles from her. Now 
we know that Spirits, whether they be hot or cold, 
light or dark, good or evil, are of more power and 
efficacy than grofs Bodies , for which reafbn God,w ho 
is Light and Life, and his Adverfary Satan, who is 
Death and Darknefs, have fo great power ; Though 
indeed the Darknefs hath no more power than rhe 
Light allows or permits it to have: For rhe Light rules 
over the Darknefs, fo as the Darknefs can do nothing 
againft the Light, of which matter I intend, Gcd wil¬ 
ling, to Treat further in my fecond and third Purga¬ 
tory. 

In the mean time we have here fhew'ed, how by 
Art fuch powerful Spirits may be prepared, as can 
effedt things fupernatural ; for which reafon, amongft 
others, I have given our Alcaheft the name of Lucifer: 
for Lucifer was in the beginning with Gcd, an Angel 
of Light, whereas now he is call into utter Darknefs; 
fb likewifeour Incomparable Wonder-working Alca¬ 
heft in its firft preparation, is a bright Fiery Spirit of 
Light, but after its coagulation, it becomes a fpiritof 
Cold and Darknefs, binding all volatile Spirits,whereas 
before it made all fix things volatile and fpiritual. 
Which that I may more fully evidence to the Ign. rant 
and Incredulous, I fhall give an Inftance thereof firft 
in Gold, and then in Precious Stones. 
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The Third Appendix to the Seventh Vart of Part II. 


A PROCE 

f 0 ( l raK the fix Tincture from Gold , and to make it Spiritual and Potable , ft for the Phyficians 
ufe and that eafily, in a fhort time , without any confderable Charges ; and how the fame ex¬ 
alted Spiritual Gold may be changed into a clarified , tranfparent , tinging , fix Carbuncle. 



p — g, — HAke of the filings of Gold, or beaten Gold 
B an ounce and half, or an ounce and quarter, 
put it into a little, but Itrong Glafs body, 
pour upon it two or three ounces of our 
belt Alcahcfi, fit a head to it, ciofing it well with a 
paper dipt in Oyl, apply a great Recipient, and lute 
it very carefully, for when the Spirit comes over, it 
pafleth with great violence, and fearehes every where 
for vent, being the molt fubtil of Spirits, and very 
fiery withall: Wherefore take great care that your 
Lute be good, or elfe you will never be able to re¬ 
rain this Corrofive fiery fpirit. The Veffel mult hand 
in Sand, and a very gentle Fire adminiltred at firlt, 
that our fecret fpirit may by degrees grow warm in 
the Glaf?, and not be too fuddenly heated, for in that 
cafe it would be apt to fly away without its prey : 
but if you proceed, as is directed, then our moilt 
fire will lay hold of the Gold, and carry it over in 
form of a Spirit, but leifurely and by degrees, at 
firlt only of a yellow colour. Which afterwards comes 
hiaher and higher. Towards the latter end the fire 
mult be encrealed, till the bottom of the Glafs be red 
hot, at which time the heavy fpirits will come over, 
bringing the heavy Corporal Gold over with them, a 
red fix fait flaying behind, which is of great ufe in 
Phyfick and Alchimv, as we fhall fee hereafter. The 
yellow fpirit, as well as the red fait, may, without 
any further preparation be ufed outwardly and in¬ 
wardly (the ftrength of them being qualified with 
Water, or other Liquors) and by realon of their 
aflringent property, corroborate the Stomach of fucli 
as are old and cold, procure Appetite, confume 
tough Phlegm and (limy Matter in the ftomach, help 
ConcoCtion and itrengthen the Heart, Brain, and all 
outward and inward parts of the Body •, open all 
ObftruCtions, by reafon of the fiery fubtil faline fpi¬ 
rit joyn’d with them, penetrating and cleanfing the 
whole Body, and perform all that can be expeCted 
from a true Potable Gold. 

But in order to our Metaflick Tranfmutation, this 
Solar fpirit nnift be reduced to a fix, fweet, tranfpa¬ 
rent, and all penetrating Stone ; the way and man¬ 
ner of doing which, we fhall declare hereafter. Now 
in cafe we would have this our Golden fpirit, to pro¬ 
duce more wonderful efleCts in Phyfick, as well as in 
the Tranfmutation of Metals, then proceed thus: 
Take of Gold one part, of the Martial Regulus of 
Antimony two parts, melt them together, pour them 
forth, and the Gold will be white and brittle; pulve¬ 
rize the Mafs, and put it into a fmall Glafs body, and 
pour upon it three times as much of our fiery Alca- 
hep, and by degrees abitraCt the fame, and you’ll 
have a higher and better! intture than from the Gold 
alone. For Antimony is the Aries of the Chymills, 
wherein Sol hath its exaltation. This red Oyl of Gold 
and Antimony, may eafilv be changed into an Uni- 
verfal Medicine or Tincture, by means of our Ca- 
tholick Coagulator. 

And as we have here taught, how Gold, either 


alone, or with Antimony, may be brought over, the 
fame may be laid of the Tinctures of Iron and Cop¬ 
per, which have furpalling Verities in Phyfickas well 
as Alchimy. 

We proceed now to fhew how with our Alcahefi, 
the Tindtures of Common and Precious Stones may be 
extracted to great advantage. It may be of good profit 
alfo from hard fix Stones, fuch as Granates, which 
have too much Tincture, to extract part of the fame, 
by which means of Granates, Rubies may be made, 
one ounce of which is more worth than tool, of 
dark Granates: which extracted TinCtureof Granates 
may afterwards be made ufe of to exalt the colour of 
Pale Hyacinths, and other white Precious flones. 

In a word, this art of extracting the colour from 
Granats, and introducing the lame intoother flones, 
is an excellent, profitable ( 1 had almolt laid Royal) 
art, which notwitbftanding is lb little practis’d, by 
reafon of the General negligence and flothfulnefs of 
men, undervaluing this excellent art of Fire, tho’ 
more may be gain’d by it than by Merchandize or 
any handicraft whatfbever. Let him who is a lover 
of art, let upon the work, and try what God will 
fend him. It is impoflible to fet down all particular 
circumltances of the work lo exactly, but that the 
unexperienced may after all miflake. It fufliceth me 
that I have faithfully pointed out the right way to= 
wards the Land of Promife, leaving the relt to the 
defirous and aCtive Traveller. 

Thus I have in fhort words acquainted the 
Reader, with the way of extracting TinCtures out 
of Metals and Stones, by means of my New-found 
Infernal Fire, and that to very great and good 
purpofes, both in Phyfick and Alchimy ; and will 
now in favour of Chymical Phyfifians communicate 
an eafy way ofbringingthe purelt Souls and 1 inCtures 
of imperfect Metals, over the helm, with our fiery 
feline Spirit, for the effecting of wonders in both fa¬ 
culties. But before I proceed to the PraCtife of thole 
fecrets, I fuppofe it will not be amils if I endeavour 
to place our Sal-Armeniack in a greater Light; for 
feeing by it, all mult be performed, which is here 
fpoken of; it will be needful to know what properly 
this word imports. 

Of the Nature and Property of our New-found GrifFons- 
Claws, and Eagles-Wings, and what incredible things 
may thereby be performedJn Phyfick, Alchimy, and 
other Arts. 

A Good Sal-Armoniack mult have thefe following 
properties, viz,, to dillolve, extraCt, and to 
carry that which it hath extracted in diltillation 
or fiiblimation over with it; and the better it 
performs thefe, the better is it to be efteemed. 
Now whereas common Sal-Armoniack , does on¬ 
ly lay hold of, and carry over with it, the molt vo¬ 
latile Sulphur of Vegetables, Animals and Minerals; 
our fecret SaU/.rmtniack does not only feizs the 
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only feize the light Sul phur,biu alfo the ponderousA/er= 
airy, and therefore is far more to be eiteemed than 
the common. But my molt lecret natural Sal-Armo - 
viack, extracts and carries over from all Metals 
and Stones their pure parts to admiration : and yet 
our Griffons Tains and Eagles wings are much more 
powerful, as not only lei/.ing their prey with greater 
urength, but alfo carrying it away with them more 
fwiftiv. and even fucii pondrous things, which the 
lbrefaid cannot elevate, or takeaway with them. 

Moreover this New-found Sai Armnnack carries 
ovtr the laid Tinctures not coagulated in the form of 
Sal-Armomack , but all Spirit, as being it lelf no coa¬ 
gulate, but a fpiritual Sal- Armomack , and meer tierv 
Spirit, wherefore alfo it is able to perform fuel) great 
things. We will now proceed to the Pr.ictickpart, and 
lie whether there be fuch a wonderful Sal-Armomack 
in Nature which can perform all thefe ftopendous 
elTefts. 


A PROCESS, 

To private the highefi Medicine, or Univerfal TinEltire 
for Humane and Meiallick Bodies, by means of our 
fury Alcahelt. 

R E cipc, one or two pound more or lefs of clean 
Filings of Steel, fuch as may be had of the Nee- 
dlemakers, put tliem into a glafs body, fo as 
they may but take upa twelfth part of it; then pour 
upon them a well rectified Spirit of Wine, i’i&. to 
every pound of Filings four or fix pound of Spirit of 
Wine. Care mu ft be taken that the glafs body be 
capacious enough, elfe, when the Spirit of Wine be¬ 
gins to work on the Steel Filings, it will run over. The 
Body then being placed in Sand, and the Recipient 
ready at hand, add for each pound of Spirit of Wine 
in the Glals, one ounce of our Alcahefi, which will 
acuatc the fpirit of Wine (o, as to dillolve the Steel, 
in which dilution, the Sulphur of the Philofbphers, or 
pureft TinSture of Mars is let loofe, and immediately 
received by the fpirit of Wine, and with it carried up 
to the Philolbphick Heaven. But becaufe this Soul of 
Mars lias not vet obtained to that height of purity 
which the Philolopher delires, therefore it muft enter 
his Purgatory, there to put oif all Impurities it has 
broughr over with it: that is, the fpirit of Wine muft 
under a large refrigeratory head be burnt away, in 
which flame the Anima, Mars , or foul of Iron, becomes 
purified to the higheft degree, the flame carrying the 
Tinging Medicine over in form of a pellucid clear 
Water, which is the true Water of life of the Philo¬ 
fbphers, healing all Curable Di (bales, if daily taken 
in a fmall quantity. For this Medicine renews the 
Body of Man, and makes old Age young and bloom¬ 
ing again; neither do I believe that a better Medicine 
can be found in the World than this is : and that be- 
caufo the fix Mars with the help of our Alcahefi, is 
brought ta the higheft degree of fubtUty, and isafrer-- 
wards by the pureft of Fires, yet further purged and 
exalted. Wherefore alfo like Lightning it pierceth all 
parts of the Body, opens all Obftructions, which are 
the caufe of Death; And befidesall this, tinges Lime, 
and coagulates Common Mercury into fix So/,as I have 
often tried and experimented my felf; for I (hould 
be very loath now 1 am on my Death Bed, and as it 
were dying, to expofe any thing to the World, be¬ 
ll Jes what Experience has verified to me. 

N. B. When firft I made this Experiment, and was 


doubrfull as yer whether it would fucceed or r.n, I 
prepared fome poundsot’ Martial Spiiic of Wine; and 
though 1 knewtliar from fucha fpirit of Wine impreg¬ 
nated with Mars, little good could be expe. :ed, 
before the fpirit of Wine were leparated trom the 
Tincture ; and that this reparation could not be made 
by any diftillation or rectification, for char the fpirit 
of Wine always carried the "fficture overwith it, as 
Experience the Milhefs of Fools taught me; There¬ 
fore I caft in my mind to burn away the fpirit of Wine, 
which when I had done, 1 found all my fpirit of W ine 
burnt away, and nothing remaining in the Porringer, 
only 1 perceived, that as far as the fpirit of Wine had 
reached, it was tinged ot a golden colour, higher 
than that of Ducat Gold. With which Experiment 
nor being fully fatisfied (though I law that this way 
it was polfible to make a true TinCture for Metals) I 
went further in my foarch, that 1 might at laft be 
Mafter of fo great and profitable a W ork. 1 difp^ fed 
therefore a great glafs head fo, as that conveniently 
1 could under the fame burn away a little difh or cup- 
full of fpirir ol Wine, but the Glafs head loon broke 
with the flame of the fpirit of W ine, uhich (till pup 
me upon a further trial, 1 took a large, broad and 
deep Pewter difh, placed it with the brim on three 
hones of an equall heiglir, fo that 1 could convenient¬ 
ly fet under it a little cup with fpirit of Wine : I filled 
my Pewter difh with Water, and then kindled my 
fpirit of Wine, to lee wlierher any tiling incumbufti- 
ble would come over with the flame, and by that 
time 1 had burnt away about two or three ounces of 
Martial fpirit of Wine, I found that the bottom of 
my difh began to drop down a clear liquor, the Tin¬ 
cture of Mars and the incmnbtiftible Mercury and Salr, 
together with the Phlegm remaining in the fpirit of 
Wine, being all condenfed in the form of Common 
Warer. After 1 had removed the Difh, and poured 
out the Water, l found the bottom of the uifh, the 
Cup in which the fpirit of Wine was, and the Silver 
fpoon 1 had fet under the Difh, co catch the Water 
dropping down from it, were all thick gilr. 

Haring perceiv'd all this, it was eallc for me to in¬ 
fer, that for as much as Silver and Tin had been gild¬ 
ed thereby, that 1 was in the ready way of obtain* 
inga true UniverfalTincture for Men and Metals; 
wherefore I ceafed rot to contrive night, and day, 
fome convenient Inftrument, for catching of the Tn- 
(Ture, afeending in the flame of the Ijirirof Wine: 
And fo at laft after long fearch, I had mv del ire, be¬ 
ing now confirm’d by Experience, tliar m inv pounds 
of fpirit of Wine impregnate with Tincture, may in 
one days time be eafii v burnt away, under a Copper- 
tin’d Head, by which means the Souls, or incombnlti* 
ble Tindures of Metals and Stones are obtained ; 
which Head, or Refrigeratory Inftrnmenr, 1 intend 
(God willing) to communicate in the Sixth part of 
my Furnaces. 

I can allure the Lovers of Art, that no eafier or 
lefs chargable way can be found than this is, for to 
attain an Univerfal Medicine or Tiiu are, for that ac¬ 
cording to this Pi ocefs, an Univerfal Medicamcnr mav 
be had in three days time, and with very inconfidcr- 
able charges. 

I (hall add one or two Procefles more, to fheu' how 
by means of our fiery Sal-Armomack, high and noble 
Tinctures may be extracted, out of other Metals and 
Stones, and fhall begin with Venus. 

Copper inwardly is very like Iron, and l.keir, is 
dignified with a very glorious t injure, and bv the 
help 6f our fiery Alcahefi ( proceeding as was (.id 
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before of Mars ) in three days time a true Tincture 
may be prepared from it for Men and Metals, thus: 
Recipe of the lined filings of Venus, one, two or three 
pounds, put them into a Glafs-body, and for every 
pound of Filings pour cn three or four pound of Al- 
cohzed fpirit of Wine, lute the Helm and Recipient, 
diftill in Sand, and the Alcolifed fpirit of Wine will dif- 
folve the Venus, vivifie h '.r tinging Spirit, and carry 
it o-'er the helm, yet not vilibly ; but as foon as the 
fpirit of Wine is kindled and burnt away under the 
refrigeratory, then the Tincture of Venus appears in 
the form of a deep red Salt: which Tincture performs 
whatfoever l have before attributed to the Tindture of 
Mars. And in the fame way a fix Tin&ure may be had 
from common Combuftible Sulphur in three days 
time, as here follows. 

T6 fix the Common, Combuftible, Yellow Sulphur in three 
daps time into a red and fix tinging Stone. 

T He whole Art of this Royal Work confifts only in 
uniting the faid Sulphur with fpirit of Wine, and 
rhen burning it away under a helm, to catch the in- 
combuftible Heavenly Salt, or Water of Life per¬ 
manent, which with Gold becomes coagulated and 
fixed to a Tinging Stone. Which heavenly Salt as foon as 
by the flame it is feparared from the Sulphur,is a true 
Umverlal Medicine again!! all the Dileafes of Man¬ 
kind : but when joined with Gold, it obtains ingrefs 
and tingeth Ltme, and coagulates Mercury into Sol. 
Now to unite Sulphur with fpirit of Wine ( wherein 
the whole Art and Maltery confilts) without any Cor- 
rofive or Alcali, is an eafie thing, and which I have 
declared in my late publilh’d Writings, and therefore 
do not think it needful to repeat the fame here. I do 
nor deny, but fince that time 1 have found nearer 
ways to the Bufh, but do not think my felf obliged 
to proftitute thofe Difcoveries to all promifeuoufly, it 
being well if 1 have not faid too much already, and 
tokA'ales out of the School. 

As to the foregoing Operation, it is obvious to con¬ 
ceive that Common Sulphur joined with a dephleg- 
matefpirit of Wine, burns much ftronger, and con- 
fequently with its flame will have a greater force to 
fix than a Common fpirit of W ine can. We know 
that God in the beginning made the whole World of 
Fire and Water, from whence alfo all other things 
have their Original: For when Fire and Water, as 
contraries, work on one another, they always gene¬ 
rate a third thing. The Fire, as the Agent, works 
upon its I’atient Water, which adion cannot be per¬ 
formed without the Air, nor can the Water without 
Earth have any Confidence or liability to abide the 
Fires adion. For which realon it is that we find no 
Metalline Oare, but only in the Earth,and efpecially 
in luch Clefts and paflages of the Rocks and Earth, 
where a conftant moillure trickles down, and whither 
the Central Fire can have free accefs, to work upon 
its proper Patient: From which union of Male and 
Female Seeds, a third thing mull necellarily be pro¬ 
duced. Now if the Sulphur which is the Male, and 
the Water which is the Female-Seed, be pure, a pure 
birth proceeds from them, and by the rule of contra¬ 
ries if impure, the produdion mull be fo likewife. 
Thus it appears that the moift Caverns, Holes, and 
Clefts of the Earth, arethe fitted Wombs for Minerals 
and Metals. 1 am not ignorant that Metals may alfo 
be generated in Sand or fat Earth, efpecially where 
the fame lye moift ; for when the Demogorgon, or 
Central Fire, Spirit afeends from the Center, and meets 


with a moift Sand or Clay, he joins with it, whence 
it is that oftentimes in Sand and Clay Metals are found, 
but not in great pieces as in the Clefts of the Earth,but 
only in lefs and greater Grains, according as the dif 
polition of the place permits, it being notorious that 
Grains of Metal are oft found in Sand, and walh'd 
from it. 

That the Subliming Sulphurous Vapor, when it 
meets with a flimy Matter in the Earth, doth unite 
with, and turns to a Metal, no Man needs doubt of : 
For 1 have feen many things in the Earth changed in¬ 
to Metalline Sulpnurous Flint-Hones. Thus we fee 
that this Sulphurous Vapour readily cleaves to Snails 
in the Earth, turning them to Flint, of which 1 have 
feen many,and have feme with meat prelent. Amongft 
other things 1 have feen a Leather Purfe tnm’d to 
Flint, as alio the Privy Member of a Man, the realon 
of which will be obvious to him that conliders of it. 
We know alfo that loruetimes though rarely Metals 
are produc’d inthe Air, and from thence fall down to 
the Earth, efpecially Iron in form of fmall drops, be- 
caufe the Air is not the proper place for the generation 
of Metals, for as much as they find no refting place 
there. Stones alfo are at times generated in the Air^ 
and from thence are call down upon the Earth. Thus 
in the Summer time, when the attracted Sulphur is 
kindled by the fcorching beams of the Sun, and works 
on the moift Cloud, in a moment Stones are generated, 
which with Lightning are cad down thence : Thele 
are lometimes of llrange Figures, but commonly are 
fhaped like Wedges. 1 have feen one of them that 
was three-corner’d,and which way loever it was turn’d 
reprefented the figure of a Mans Heart, and bad, 
amongft other, this Virtue, that it preferves all thole 
that are in the Houle where it is, from being any whit 
terrified with Thunder or Lightning. But of thele 
matters I have treated elfewhere, being only men¬ 
tion’d here to demonftrate that Fire and Water are 
the Principles of all things ; which being granted me, 
it will not be found llrange, that by burning away 
fpirit of Wine, a Stone of the greateft Virtue and 
Power, m. that of the Philolbphers, fhould be ge¬ 
nerated : which 1 have not only experimented my 
felf, blit recommended it to others, who have like¬ 
wife performed the lame. Now if lb weak a Fire, 
as that of Common fpirit of Wine is, has the Power, 
by working upon its Patient, as it were, in a moment 
to generate an Heavenly Salt or Stone; why may 
not we then fuppofe, that when fpirit of Wine by the 
union of a pure Sulphur, is made to bum much 
ftronger’, that this duplicate fpirit of Wine, will pro¬ 
duce a Duplicate Mercury or Codeftial Salt? Yea, 
furely it cannot be doubted but that fuch a fpirit of 
Wine acuated with the pure fpirit of Sulphur,will not 
only in burning away afford a better Mercury, but alfo 
in greater quantity than any fpirit of Wine alone can, 
becaufe the incombuftible Mercury and Salt in Sul¬ 
phur, becomes meliorated by the flame of the fpirit of 
Wine, and highly exalted in Vertue.- 

When Sulphur is kindled under a Bell, or other 
convenient Inftrument, the incombuftible lalt of the 
Sulphur, mounts with the flame, in the form of a 
Corrofive Oyl, and is caught and ufed tofeveral pur- 
pofes. But this fbwr Oyl, may well be compared 
to unripe Grapes, which being eaten, are hurtfull to 
the Stomach but if thefe lowr unripe Grapes be 
differed to hang on the Vine till the heat of the Sim 
hath ripened them to a perfect Sweetnels, then they 
will caufenogripings or flatnolities, as unripe Grapes 
do, but afford good nourilhment to the Body : and 
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when the juice of them is by fermentation turn’d to 
pleafant Wine, it not only ltrengthensa weak Stomach, 
but revives the Spirits,comforts the Heart, ftrengthens 
the Brain and all other parts of the Body, makes Men 
chearfuHand courageous, and drives away Sorrow 
and Melancholly, and in a word, isa caufeof much 
good to the lick as well as found. 

Now if Common Wine can do all this, what won¬ 
ders, think we, may then be expected from the fix 
•foul of its pureft Spirit,when by itsown proper Agents 
flames, iris in the highell degree purified, andbelides 
this,united with thefiveec foul ofSulphur, and there¬ 
by flrengchened in all its powers. 

That Sulphur in its innermoft is as good as Gold, 
rone that are knowing in Nature will deny, but 
this doth not appear till by the flames of fpirit of 
Wine it be reduc’d to a fweet, pleafant, fix, red ting¬ 
ing Salt, and then you are Mailer of as powerfull a 
Medicine, as any is in the World. Lully , tell3 us 
plainly, Make that which is bitter , fweet, ar.d yeu 
will have the whole Art. Baftl Valentine faith. That he 
who in the Chymical Art, can with fpirit of Wine 
d.ilcifiea fowre fpirit of Salt, deferves to be Knighted 
for it, as haring done a mod Heroical aCtion ; and 
adds, That with this dulcified fpirit of Salt, the Tin¬ 
Cture of Sol may be extracted,which is the very Truth. 
Hermes concludes his Smaragdine Table with thefe 
words: Here ends what 1 had to fay concerning the Solar 
Work ; and fo lay I too. 1 have fpoke plain enough, 
and now catch who catch can: For I don’t think my felf 
obliged not only, to catch the Bird for others, but alfo 
to pluck, roaft, chew and thruft it into their mouths. 

In like manner, as has been here laid of Sulphur,we 
may proceed with Antimony and Orpiment, for to 
obtain their Quintefiences, as alfo with all Vegetables 
and Animals; with which pureEflfences great wonders 
may be performed in Phyfick. Time will not fuffer 
me to enlarge on the fubjeCt, but I intend ( God wil, 
ling ) fhortly to publilh a Imall Treatifeof the Divine 
Character, or Seal of the Deity, by which the World 
and all that is in it was at firfl created, and yet daily 
the Stone of the Philofophers and many other wonder; 
ful things are made, and brought forth a-ncw from 
the conjunction of Fire and Water, that is. Sulphur and 
Mercury ; in which Writing, the true ground of many 
New Generations, which far furpaft Nature, and are 
produced by a due combination of thefe two contra¬ 
ries, will be declar’d and laid open. 

After the fame Method, as before mention’d, the 
Tindtures of other red Metals, Minerals and Stones 
may be extracted. Only we are to take notice, that 
when we work upon Stones, ’tis belt only to make ufe 
of our Alcabeft, without the addition of fpirit of Wine, 
for the obtaining of theip TinCtures, becaufe Hones 
are not of fo eafie folution as Mars and Venus. We 
may alfo with our fiery Alcahefi ext raCt red TinCtures 
from White Sand-ltonesand Flints, though not in fuch 
quantity as from thole that are colour’d, which may 
eafily be guefs’d. Many, ’tis like, will wonder to 
hear that a red colour may be extracted from white 
ftones; but this difficulty will be removed if they 
conlider, that all Sand-ftones and Flints are nothing 
elfe, but an Earthly groft Sulphur without any Mer¬ 
cury. Now we know that Sulphur isa Father of all 
Mttals, and that when Mercury and Salt in a due pro; 
portion is join’d with him, then he makes a Metal. We 
alfo know that all Sulphur inwardly is red, though 
it do not appear fo outwardly till it be joined with 
Salts. We have an inllance of this in Lead, in which 
no rednefs appears at all, but when the fame is cal¬ 


cined with Salt, its blacknefs is turn’d to a lively red 1’ 
as may be feen in Red Lead. For Fire and Sale have 
the power to exalt all Sulphurs. Forafmuch then as 
the White Flint or Cryftal has Sulphur in it, as ap¬ 
pears from their giving forth fparks of Fire, when 
they are flruck hard together, in like manner as when 
the) are flruck withSteel, which is nothing elfe bur a 
fix Sulphur, that by its proper Agent, which is natu¬ 
rally in ir, viz,, a Vitriolate Salt, with the aid only 
of outward Fire, may be ripened into- a True Tin¬ 
cture. And here 1 refer my Reader to what Anephitts 
and Pontanus writes concerning their fecret Fire, for 
further fatisfaCtion. 

1 have prepared a particular TinCture from a white 
Sulphur, whereof one part tinged three or four parts 
of red Venus into Lane ; but when 1 commit this white 
Sulphur for fome time to the Fire, its whitenefs be¬ 
comes by degrees changed to rednefs, which then 
being projected on Copper, gives it the colour of 
Gold. And if the TinCture be wholly fix, it turns 
the Venus throughout to fix Sol, but if it be not yet fix-, 
it can never make fix Sol, though it have attained a 
red colour in the Fire. Forafmuch then as white 
Flints are nothing elfe but Sulphur, why may notour 
Hellifh Fire Spirit beduppofedableto make the fame 
Red, as well as the White Metalline Sulphur. I de¬ 
clare it therefore as a certain truth, that all white 
Sulphurs by means of Salt may be made fix and red; 
and he who is fo far advanced in the knowledge of 
Nature and Art, as to know'how to apply to every 
Agent its proper Patient, will eafily obtain his defires 
without any extraordinary charge or trouble, and in 
a fhort time, for without the joining ACtives with 
Paflives nnderflandingly in weight and meafure, no 
good can be done. 


A PROCESS. 

To Ex'raft a Red Tinclure cut of all White Flints, and 
bring it over the Helm by means of our Fire Spirit, 
and afterwards to fix the fame. 

R Ecipe one, two, or three pounds of finely pow= 
dred White Flints, and pour upon them half as 
much of our Hellifh-fire-fpirit, abllraCt the 
fame in Sand by retort, and it will carry the pureft 
fulphur of the Flints over with it, which may after¬ 
wards be fixed with our Catholick Coagulator. And 
if inftead of Flints you rake a Gold Spar, which be- 
fides fome fix Gold, contains much that is Volatile, 
your pains will be better bellowed. And in cafe you 
cannot get any of thefe, then take the Terra Sigillata, 
or fealed Earth of Silefia, in which much volatile Gold 
is hid; but if you can get the Red Turkifh Terra Si= 
gillata of Lemnos, you will have a much richer Tin¬ 
cture, as abounding with a greater quantity of Spi¬ 
ritual Gold, chan any of the forementioned. But 
rake heed you be not deceived, for much of that 
which is fold for Terra Sigillata of Lemnos, is nothing 
elfe but Bolus Armenus. 

Ovid and others have in their Fables made men¬ 
tion of this Earth, which is fo rich in Gold under the 
name of Vulcan , whom his Mother after (he had 
brought him forth in Heaven, finding him to be de¬ 
formed, flung down to the Ifiand Lemnos, where fome 
Apes, that is Philofophers, who imitate Nature, took 
and wafhed him,that is, by their fiery Water, took a- 
way his ugly and deformed outfide,feparating the pure 
TinCture from the grofs Body, as i have here taugi- 
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i ne Curious who defu'e to know more of thefe mat¬ 
ters, let them read the experienced and ingenious Bra¬ 
ce feus his Book of the Tree of Life, who will give them 
full latisfattion. But if none of all thefe foremen- 
tioned can be had, we may make ule of Blood-ftone, 
Ruddle, or any other Red Earth that abounds with 
volatile Gold, of which there is great plenty in molt 
parts of Germany. The Red Jafper-ftone, Granates, 
and Yellow JaQ'nths do alio much abound with Tin- 


(Tture. But thefe and other fuch-like, I leave to others 
to find out, for it is impoflible for me to mention all. 
I conclude this little Treatife with this Solemn Affir¬ 
mation, that it is a very eafie thing in a ffiort time, 
and without any charges, to (peak of, to prepare 
fix Tinctures, from common Metals and Stones. Be¬ 
lieve and fet upon the Work, and thou wilt find it fo 
indeed. 


The End of the Seventh Part, 



In which is Treated of fhrange and hitherto unknown 

FIRES , to what end they ferve, and what great Profit may by them 
accrue to Mankind. • 

Tranhated out of the High-Dutch. 

Beloved READER, 

t W~MCat which hath moved me to write this f,mall Treatife of Secret Fires, with their great 
Operations , hath been only this , viz. Becaufe God Almighty hath commanded us not to 
m hide cur Talent in the Earth, f like the TJnproftabfe Servant ) but to improve it to the 
glory of God, and the good of our Neighbour. To improve and augment it , as we may 
fee in the 1 6. Chap, of St. Luke. Seeing therefore that the mofi merciful God, hath revealed 
thofe high Secrets to me , in this my great Age , makes me judge that fuch great gifts of God, have 
tut been difeovered for my fake only , who by reafon of my great Age have , as it were one foot al¬ 
ready in the Grave; but that I might make known Juch wonderful! Works to the World. 


Of the fnf Fire, and its Vrofitable life. 

TfOw to make a Lamp, which being clofed up in 
-1 JL a Ghifs, may be made to burn continually by 
its own vertue, and give light without any other help. 

Of the bene ft of this Lamp. 

QUch a Lamp may ferve all tliofe who love to fee 
light, as the Image of God ; and may alfo be very 
available to tliofe who by reafon of continual Weak- 
nefs are forced to lie much upon their Beds; which 
they may keep continually burning in their Bed- 
Chamber, net only becaufe of its clear flrining light, 


which doth neither fmoak nor feent, like all other 
Combuftible Lights, which (cent is very prejudicial 
not only to the Sick, but alfo to the Healthy, becaufe 
fuch fmoaks offend the Heart and Brain. On the con¬ 
trary, this Royal Fire is pleafant, lengthening, and 
refreshing to the Heart and Brain, and its Cotton or 
Wick is made of incombulfible matter, and caffs a 
fwtec flavour all over the Room. This fecret Fire 
might alfo ferve the Hermetick Phyficians to prepare 
a llniverfal Medicine ; efpeciallv if the fweet refrefh- 
ing Odour, which proceeds from it in Burning, be 
received in a Philofophick Receiver, and adminiftred 
to rheir Patients, as a great Cordial, renovating, and 
reftoracive Medicine. 

Although this fecret Fire, be of far greater advan¬ 
tage 
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tage than what hath been mentioned , yet for cer¬ 
tain reafbns its further ufe muft be concealed. This 
Fire is appropriated to the Elemental Air, feeing it 
hath its own Air in it felf, by reafon of which it 
burneth in a Glafs well clofed, and if touched by the 
leaf} Air, it extingiiifherh and geeth out, of which 
you may fee more in the Fifth Part of my / harrnaco- 
pxa Spagyrica. 

There is another unknown Fire, which is appro¬ 
priated to the Earth, becaufe it refembleth a black 
Earth, and being fhut up in a clofe V r elfel of Glafs, 
will keep its Fire perhaps to the end of the World, 
provided there coilieth no Air into the Veflel; but 
if one would have it a vilible Fire, the Glafs muft be 
broken that the Air may come to it, fb the matter 
will prefently enkindle it felf by the Air, and in a 
fhort time burneth to a coal, yet without flame or 
fmoak, and at length is confumed, and leaves heavy 
Afhes behind. 

Of the Ufe of this Earthy Fire. 

A Lthough it may feem to many, that this Fire is 
not fit for any thing, yet 1 affirm it to be fit 
for great and weighty matters, which are not fit to 
mention, much lefs to make known, by reafon of the 
abufe which may be made of it ; this Fire being ten 
times more forcible than Gun-powder. Moreover, 
it alfb plays its part in the Melioration of Metals, for 
when this black Earth-fire is fluxed in a Crucible, 
then poured out, and expofed to the Air, it begins to 
move, and grow as it were living, fb that one may 
fee how forcibly it attradeth the Air,, fills it felf' with 
puffing Bladders like an incenfed Toad, continuing 
fuch a motion for the fpacc of three or four 'days, 
then the matter falleth afunder, and there flovverh 
out of it a red hrey juice, the remainder is dead and 
unprofitable. 

With this red juice, wonderfull things are to be 
done it) Alchymy, not neceflary to be mentioned in 
this place, becaufe it is my defire onely to make 
known the Wonders ofGod. But he that will know 
more of it, let him read the Fifth Part of my Phar- 
Tnacoptxa Spagyrica , treating of the Stone of the Wife, 
where he will find how the blood of this Toad doth 
in few hours draw the Colour of Gold , fb that the 
Body remains white, therefore it may be fuppofed 
to be the Chalybs of SetulPjogius. 

• This Fire is alfb made of Steel, for when it is touch¬ 
ed with a wet finger, (parks fly from it, as from a 
red-hot Iron which a Smith is forging upon an An¬ 
vil. But enough at this time of this wonderfull 
Earth-fire till another opportunity. Ripley feems to 
have known this Fire, and of it to have prepared his 
llniverfal Tir.Turc : his Dream founds thus, I have 
fecn a red .Toad drink fo much and fo long of the 
juice of the Grape, till his inwards did burft afun- 
der, &c. 

The third Secret Fire is appropriated to the Ele¬ 
mentary water, becaufe it fofteneth and diflolveth all 
hard Subjects ; it alfb radically joyncth the different 
nature of Metals, into wonderfull tinging Stones. 
Seeing that this Water-fire is of great verrue to the 
Metals, both particularly and univerfally, I am re 
folved ( for brevity fake) to make known its vertue 
in a few cafes, the reft will be known by the diligent. 
Firft, this wet Fire hath fuch great vertue, that it 
can difiblve radically the moft fixed Gold, within the 
fpace of twelve hours, as alfb to unite it with Lune , 
to volati’.ife and render it irreducible. Which vola¬ 


tile Sol and Lune is no more like unto Sol and Lur.e , 
bur m colour, eafic flux, form and weight, appeareth 
like unto black Saturn ; therefore the ancient Philo- 
I ’pliers, becaufe of its form and fimilitude, have call¬ 
ed it the black Lead of the Wife, and becaufe of its 
volatility the Mercury of Philofophcrs ; which Mer¬ 
cury or black Lead of thf Wife may be alfo per fe, 
brought into a true Tinfture. 

Therefore they have all erred, who have taken 
Antimony for the true black Lead of the Wife. l ie 
that will know mv failings in this matter, let him 
read the Third Part of my Pharmacopeia Spagyrica 
where he will find Wonders, efpecially how i have 
c.eanfed it to the higheft degree, and concentrated 
it into a white Mercurial fufible Stone, which doth 
fhew fuch vertues in Medicine as are to be admired. 

I his white Stone hath fuch vertue, that it curcth all 
difeafes, it it be held every morning < nely a while in 
the mouth ; of which I ha\e treated more clearly in 
the Fifth Part of my Pbarmacopva Spagyrica. This 
true black Lead, which by this humid Fire, is made 
of Common Sol and Lune , hath no equality with 
Antimony nor other common Lead. 

What elfe is to be done in the particular Meliora¬ 
tion of Metals, doth not belong to this place, but 
fhall, by the help of God, be declared elfcwhere. 

This moift Fire hath power to extraft all Sol and 
Venus out of Lune , in few hours, if the Lune be firft 
granulated, and then put into it, without diflolving 
the Lune, fo that the Lune remaineth almoft as fine 
as from the reft. The extracted Sol and Venus may 
eafily be feparated from the Water, each bv it felf, 
by precipitation, infomuch that the Water retains its" 
vertue, and there is no lofs either of the Sol, Lune, or 
Venn's. I n like manner the allay of Sol and Lune]by 
Venus, may be extracted with eafe, in great plenty, 
and for little charge. Which Secret Would be of 
great ufe to Refiners, or fuch as have much Gold and 
Silver to be parted, as in Mines, &c. 

It is fufficiently known what great labour and 
charge is required by the common way of parting 
Gold, and Silver, and Copper, due. therefore necd- 
eth not to be repeated. 

Here follcweth a Jhorter and eafier way. 

F irft, if my impure Gold be in great lumps, I gran- 
nulatc it; but if it be Jewels, Rings, or Chains, 

I onely neal them, and therewith fill a parting glafs 
to the third parr, then I pour thereon of my "cheap 
and new-invented Alenjhuum, fo much as mav fiwim 
above it a fingers breadth, put a Limbick upon it 
and f’et it in a Sand furnace, give fire by degrees till 
the Liquor boil, and be all gone over the Helm, to a 
dry Salt. So hath the Aqua Fort is in the time of di- 
gefting drawn to it felf all the allay of Lune , Venus, 
or other impurity, out of the Gold, in form of a green 
Powder, which remains with the Gold in the Glafs. 
When it is cold, I take it out of the Sand, and pur in 
warm Salt water, to difiblve the extracted Lune and 
Venus, that it may be poured out of the Glafs: which 
done, I boil it in a Copper Kettle, fo the Salt-water 
extrads the Lune and Venus from the Scl, and ma- 
keth it fine. I decant the green and thick water 
from the Scl, and put to it in the Kettle frefh Salt¬ 
water, and boil it to extract the reft of the Lunt and 
Venus from the Sol. But if this focond Water fhotild 
yet be green and thick, that is a fign that there yet 
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remains more Lune and Venus with the Sol \ therefore 
more frefh Salt-water is to be added to the Scl, as be¬ 
fore. After boiling, put all the greenWaters together, 
•and at laft pour upon the Gold onely common fweet 
water,with which boil the Gold to extract the remain¬ 
ing faltnefs from it, which will leave it tine and fhi- 
ning in the Kettle, as fine Gold ufeth to be, which is 
to be fer upon a fmall fiit ho dry, then to be kept as 
fine Gold. The green Water is to be fibred, fo the 
Lime will remain behind in the filter, which is to be 
dried, and mixed with the common fluxing Powder 
of Sulphur and Nitre, and being melted will be redu¬ 
ced to the fineft Lime. Boil the green fibred Water 
in an Iron Pot, fo all the Venus will fettle to the Pot 
bottom, which is to be edulcorated with Water, and 
being mixed with the above-named fluxing Powder, 
and reduced becometh the fineft Venus that can be 
feen with eyes. By this means I doe not onely find 
all my Sol , Lime, and Venus, but alfo an increafe of 
the Sol, the rcafon of which increafe proceeds from 
my Aqua Fonts, which is a graduating Water, and 
of a meliorating nature and property: which en- 
creafe indeed is not over-great, yet it pays tor all 
the charge of Goals and Labour. I his work may 
be performed in the (pace of twelve hours without 
any lofs of Sol or Lune ; which differs greatly from 
the tedious vu'gar way of Separation, which is very 
laborious and coftly, befides the great lofs of the Sol 
and Lime. So that ten Marks may be eafier feparated 
by my way, than one Mark by the common way. 

One great Secret more, above others, which for 
brevity bike cannot be all inferred here, is this. It 
is well known to all Chy milts, that all Vegetables, as 
abb Animals, by addition of common Water, may 
be brought to fermentation, and according to every 
fubjed,a Spirit™ Ardens, of great ufe in Phyfick, may 
be diftilled. But how to make fuch a fubtile Spirit 
out of Metals, I never read in any Authour, nor 
heard of. But I have found out a way by which 
great matters may be done, which cannot be menti¬ 
oned here, let others fearch after it as I have done, 
it is not good to caft Pearls before Swine. Vet that 
the defirous may know fomewhat of an Artificial Me- 
tallick Fermentation ; I fay that out of certain Salts 
a Water may be prepared, which when it is put up¬ 
on a compact Metal, that the fame by a certain pro¬ 
perty in the Water, begins to fwell up and ferment, 
like to the fermentation of Wine, Beer, or other ve¬ 
getable Drinks ; and after fermentation, by diftilling 
in Balneo yields an exceeding fubtile penetrating Spi¬ 
rit, ftrong, fweet, and volatile, according to the na¬ 
ture and property of the Metal; which may alfo by 
rectification be concentrated and fubtilized, like that 
which is drawn from Wine or other Vegetables, with 
out any Corrofion ; lo that fuch a Spirit may be put 
into the eye without the leaft hurt, or fence of fharp- 
nefs. [See the Sixth Part of the Pharmacopcea Spagy- 
riea.j Therefore it may eafily be concluded, that 
fuch a Metallick Spirit may effectually be ufed in the 
moft difficult difeafes. But thofe Spirits are not .onely 
highly profitable in Medicine, but cannot alfo fail to 
Ihew their effects upon Metals ; for I have already 
experienced thus much, that the Spirit of Sol doth in 
few days graduate Common Mercury into Sol , in like 
manner doth the Spirit of Lune and Jupiter graduate 
Mercury into Lune ; other Spirits of Metals I have not 
yet tried. And although many may think to force 
fuch a Spirit out of Metals as is drawn out of Vitriol 


alfo a volatile Spirit, which may be very much fub¬ 
tilized by rectification , but it hath no comparifon at 
all, nor likenefs with my new-invented volatile hu¬ 
mid Spirit of Metals; becaufe the above mentioned 
volatile Spirit of Vitriol, confifteth onely of a lubtile 
fait Spirit and fpiritual Sulphur, which may fuffici- 
ently be demon fixated. For when fuch a fubtile fait 
Spirit of Vitriol ftands a while in a Glafs clofo flop¬ 
ped, the volatile Sulphur of the Vitriol fublimeth it 
felf to the top of the Glafs, and congeals it felf in the 
form of common yellow Sulphur, and the humidity 
remains in the Glafs like an infipid Water, without 
fmell or tall. Therefore the volatile Spirit of Virrioi 
now-a days prepared, is to be efteemed for nothing 
clfo but a volatile Spirit of Sulphur In oppofition 
to which my Metallick Spirits, efpecially thofe of 
Sol or Lime have no combuftible matter in them. 
Alfo the Spirit of Vitriol is yet corrofive, which the 
Metallick Spirits are nor. Therefore let no man 
think that my invented Spirits of Metals are of the 
fame nature with the fulphureous Spirit of Vitriol, 
Ailom, or common Salt, or the like, but let it be e- 
fteemed as a new-invented high Secret, the like of 
which was never yet known to the World. He to 
whom God fhall pleafe to reveal how thefe Spirits of 
Metals may again be brought into fixed bodies, fuch 
a one may well efteem hiinfelf happy. Seeing that 
fuch a Spirit being yet fugitive, can mortifie running 
Mercury, and tranfmute it into Sol. Alfo know, that 
our focret Salt-water hath power to bring other Sub¬ 
jects into fermentation : As for example ; if I was 
willing to bring Tartar again into fermentation, to 
try what Spirit it would yield , 1 diffolve it onely in 
fair water, and put to it a little of our Univerfal fer¬ 
ment, fo will the Tartar prefontly begin to ferment 
and work, and yields a wonderful] volatile Spirit, 
which is not to be had by any other way. Here I 
will add onely one thing by way of hiftory ; name¬ 
ly, what happened unto me once, when I joined a 
little of this ferment with fome Urine : that the fame 
did prefontly begin to ferment, and yielded a moft 
dreadfull feent, fo that I was ncceflitated to carry the 
Urine out of the room, the fmell was fo often five, 
that it enfeebled my Heart and Brain ; and in the 
diftilling, yielded a feent far worfe than the putrefy¬ 
ing of any dead carcafies of beafts, at laft 1 forced 
over all the unpleafant Phlegm, took the Caput mort. 
out of the Glafs, and diftilled out of it a ftrong Cor¬ 
rofive Spirit, with which I did diffolve Sol and Lune. 
But what is further to be cxpcCted from it, time will 
fhew me. There came alfo with the ftrong fait Spi¬ 
rit, a red Oil of Urine, not ftrong. 


To enlighten the former difeourfe, there remains 
yet fomething to be faid, namely this: That the be¬ 
fore mentioned Spirit of Metals may be handled in 
all refpeCts like the burning Spirit of Vegetables, 
which is diftilled from Vegetables fermented ; in rec¬ 
tifying, the moft fubtile Spirit cometh over lirft, and 
the unprofitable Phlegm remains behind ; and the 
oftener this rectification is performed, it is the more 
pure, fubtile, ftrong and pleafant, fo that the vertues 
of all other Vegetables, fome of this Spirit being pour¬ 
ed upon them and digefted, may be extracted, and 
feparated from their grols feces, by foparating the 
Spirit of Wine in Balneo, fo the venue of the Herb, 
Root, or Flower, will remain in the Glafs; of which 

1 ‘ one onely drop hath more vertue in Medicine, than 
a whole handfull of the herb from which it was ex- 
_ ...... „ .. traded ; yet the Spirit remains good, and is always 
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proper for the like occafions. But if one defireth no 
Extraft, but oncly a Spirit of Vegetables, ftrongand 
forcible in its operation, then mud the Spirit be put 
upon frefh well-fccnted cordial Herbs, Roots, Flow¬ 
ers or Fruits, digefting them together^ then abftraCt- 
ing the Spirit again, fo will it be much ftronger, fiib- 
tiller, and of a more refrefhing finell than before. 
Thus in like manner can we doe with our Spirit of 
Metals, and make it as ftrong as we will, by putting 
the fame upon frefh Metals, and letting them fer¬ 
ment together, then abftraCting, and fo fermenting 
and abftraCting, whereby ic always grows ftronger 
and ftronger, fo that afterwards greater things may 
be done with it both in Medicine and Alchymy. 
If then the fimple Spirit of Metals doth wonders in 
Medicine and Alchymy, what will not this doe, that 
hath three or four times its ftrength ? Confider of it, 
enough to the wife. The Spirit of Metals thus made 
we efteem for the true Aqua vita: or Vinnm falmu 
of the Ancients, and no other made of Vegetables. 
Take notice alfo by the way, that our Ferment doth 
not lofe its vertue in diftilling, but ferveth always 
for the like Works, to wit, the Fermentation of Me¬ 
tals. 

Seeing that our Ferment is a volatile Salt, after 
Fermentation the fubtile Spirit is abftradted, and the 
Phlegm received by it felf , fo at laft rifeth our Fer¬ 
ment with a ftronger Fire, and leaves the mortified 
Metal as unprofitable feces. So that the Ferment 
being once had, it may be often ufed, yet it is fome- 
vvhat diminifhed every tifnc by flicking to the glalles, 
yet noc being coftly, rhe lofs may be eafily born, fo 
that there needs never be no want of it. This is in¬ 
deed a wonderfull fubtile metallick Wine, of which 
I had once a Vifion about thirty years ago ( with 
thefe words : Ex fece , de fccc , deles carpere vinnm 
tiium, 1 yet I knew not the fignirtcarion to this time. 

1 have had much thoughtfulnefs about it, yet all in 
vain, untill God was lately pleafed to fhew me the 
way of preparing fuch Wine. 

If I fhould write all things which may be done 
with my new-invented Fermentation out of Vegeta¬ 
bles, Animals and Metals , I fhould have work e- 
nough for a great Volume , and as it were bring 
forth a new World : but let this fuffice at this time. 

Next followeth the fourth Secret Fire of the IFife, to 
perfect an Univerfal Aledictne both for Men and 
Metals. 

T Hat the ancient Philofbphers did make their 
Univerfal Medicine, not out of one Subject 
onely, is clearly to be feen out of their Writings. 
And as their Subject was divers, fo have they alfo 
ufed feveral Fires to decoCt their Subject; for fbme 
Subjects, as fixed Sol and Lime , they have made vo¬ 
latile by their humid Fire, and again made the vola¬ 
tile fixed by means of the known fire of Wood and 
Coals. Therefore have they fo pofitively affirmed, 
that without common Gold and Silver, no true Me¬ 
dicine for the Metals can be made. And this, by 
reafon that other Subjects were yet unknown to 
them •, and they knowing no better, thought theirs 
to be the onely way by which the Univerfal Medi¬ 
cine could be made. But others have wholly reject¬ 
ed Sol and Lune , faying they are dead, and that 
one fhould beware of them ; but that their Sol and 


Lune were living, and that no commonly known fire 
could ripen them, that a far other fire is required 
for that purpofe; thefe and the like contrary Wri- 
nngs ( although they are both true ) have confoun¬ 
ded the Searchers, fo that one efteemeth one Wri¬ 
ter, and another, another, and yet are always doubr- 
full after which Authour they fhould work. Ponta- 
nus confcfleth that he erred two hundred times, al¬ 
though he wrought in the true matter, and fhould 
never have underftood if he had nc -cad the old 
Philofopher Artepbius, and of him learnt the Secret 
Fire. He deferibes alfo the Secret Fire in the fame 
manner, which Artephius doth, to wit, thus: Our 
lire is no Common Fire, it is Artificial to fml cut, it 
dtjfolves, dejlroys and penetrates all things ; it is cqua 1 , 
continual, and confiant, burning with our Glafs, and net 
without, &c Our Subject is alfo no common Sol or 
Lune, but as yet an unripe Mineral, on which Na¬ 
ture hath but began .to operate. All they who have 
wiought in fuch unripe Sol and Lune have alfo of ne- 
ceflity known this Secret Fire, or clfe they have fail¬ 
ed, and could accomplifh nothing Some have 
known the volatile Gold, as alfo rhe Fire belonging 
to it, and yet could not come to work with it ;^the 
reafon was, becaufe they as yet wanted the inftru- 
ment belonging to it, becaufe if a volatile matrer te 
to -be ripened in an open Glafs with a flaming fire, 
it is impoffible but that the volatile Mercury fhould’ 
fly away ; and if a Receiver were applied to receive 
the volatile Spirit, then by that means the Fire would 
be ftifled and go out. Here is good counfcl at a dear 
rate, but the difeovery of the fccret Veil'd maketh 
all cheap again ; for without the know’edge of this 
Veffel, little is to be done. Is it to be an Univerfal 
Work, fo muft it alfo agree with the Univerfal Work 
of this world > We fee daily how that the warm 
Sun caufing its beams to defeend downwards upon 
the Globe of the Earth, caufeth all Vegitables to 
grow and multiply, and not onely Vegetables, but 
3 u°r ^ n ’ ma ' s an d Minerals, as Plato witncllcth in 
t,ie,e Words : The Sun and Man generate Man. So 
that rhe oftener the beams of the Sun doth draw 
up the moifture of the Earth, and let it fall down 
again in Rain, by fo much rhe more it maketh the 
dry Earth fruitful!, by which means the Fruits of 
the Earth fprout forth fafter, ripen, and multiply • 
becaufe the moifture when drawn up in the day¬ 
time by the Sun beams, always leaveth behind it its 
fruicfull Salt, which it had attracted from the Air, 
in the bowels of the Earth, and is ftill again impreg¬ 
nated with the influences of the Heavens ; for with¬ 
out the Air, nothing can live, encreafe, or multiply, 
the which Hermes Trifmegifius hath very well given’ 
to underftand, when he faith all which is above, is 
alfo below, by which wonderfull things arc brought 
forth ; the Sun is its Father, the Moon its Mother 
the Wind carrieth it in its belly, the Earth hath con¬ 
ceived it and brought it forth, and is its nurfe, by 
continual afeending and defending it hath obra’inc’d 
its force, and its vertue is compleat, when it is 
tranfehanged into Earth, c fc. Here Hermes gives 
lufficiently to underftand, that the volatile matter 
of the Stone is elevated from the bottom of the Vef- 
fel to the middle region of the Air, and muft again 
defeend ro the Earth, that by irs continual afeend¬ 
ing and defending it may be made to live and en¬ 
creafe, as it is in the great World. But how to 
make this afoention and defeention as it is and ought 
to be done in the Philfophick work, is nor permit¬ 
ted 
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ted to be divulged : but it is more than enough to j 
"dilcover and allure that in fuch a lccret Furnace and 
hidden Fire, the volati'e Gold of the Wife may be 
ripened into a living Medicine. Amen. 


[Here fhould come in a fmall Treatife, 
entitu'ed, The Explication of Solo¬ 
mon's W\ords : V iz. 

I N Words, Herbs and Stones, there is great vertue. 

But who this Solomon was y is altogether uncertain ; 
and the Treatife it felf con fifing of nothing hut fabulous 
Stories of divers Event s y .which followed upon thefpetik• 
inr of certain words at divers times , and upon divers 
occafcns, and containing nothing ( as I conceive ) that 
will be njeftdl either for a Chrtfian , or an Artif , I 
think fit to leave it out ; and more efpecially , becaufe 
this frealife is wholly foreign to the Authour s know¬ 
ledge and experience , but taken upon trufi ( as to matter 
of fall ) at random , and from others , which is difa- 
%reeahle from all the other IVntings of the Authour . 
‘All that I think worth the Tran fat mg is fomewhat re - 


Part II. 


lating to the Colouring of Glafs ; which take as fol¬ 
lows. 

With one pound of pure G'afs, mix about a dram 
of the Afhes of Copper, \ or Crocus Veneris'] and 
melt'them together in a ftrong Fire, and you'll find 
a green Glals, relembling the Onyx-flone. In like 
manner alio a whole pound of Glals is made like tb 
the faireft: Saphire , if a dram of Cobolt or Bifmuth , 
melted, be added to the Scoria or Drols. Like wife 
one dram of the Rufi: of Iron changetb a whole 
pound of Glafs into a yellow Stone, emulating an 
Hyacinth. If one fhall melt a dram of the Tindture 
of Gold, or of the Philofophers Mercury, extrafted 
from Gold and Silver, with a pound of Glals, that 
Glals becometh very red, like a Ruby in colour, as I 
my lelf have found. But if any fhall be fo fortunate 
as to make this Glafs hard, as well as of a beautifull 
colour, he will need to take but little pains for his 
living. 

There is a fhort Difcourfe adjoyned to this , called , The 
Quinteflence of Metals ; but whatfoever is mentioned 
in that, is contained in the Fifth Bart of the Phar- 
macopoea Spagyrica, Book of Fires, Book of Dia¬ 
logues, &c.] 


The End of the Second Bart , 
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[The Sulphuri Mercury, and Salt of Philofophers J 

HOW, 

They may profitably be ufed in Medicine , Jlcbjmy, and other Arts. 


Of SULPHUR. 

- < . r. ' i i • 

That Sulphur if one of the Principal Column of Medicine , and alfo a Primary Part of the Three 
Principles of Metaltjs more than fufficiently manifeft t, alfo,that in it is reconded much good Several 
Book,i left unto us (publijbed by Ancient and Modern Author /) do clearly witnefs. But thofe Books , 
for the moji party all of them are qbfcnrely written , and every notable and msfl remarkable thing 
is by them both concealed and martifejled. . Hence it was mo ft ufualy of it to prepare certain Vulgar 
Medicaments 5 as. Yellow Flowers, a White Magifiery, a Red Balfom, and an Acid Oyl 
per Carapan. &c. But among all other , Paracelfus in Writing hath mofl clearly unveiled the 
fame 5 yet fo warily, as few could perform the like, although many diligently fearched. 

Therefore , Jtnce the Writings of this moft highly illuminated Man are able to give a good Tejlimonyof 
Truth to this my Work , I thought it very convenient, to infert a part of the bejl of his Writings in 
this fmali Treatife of mine 5 whence it will apoeary how our Art is carried on and Augmented Yearly. 
The Words of raracelfus are theft which follow. 


Of SVLPHVR. 

G O D hath created Bitumen , endued with 
many rare and admirable Virtues, not 
only conducerit for the rteceflary u(e of a 
Thyficiany willing arid ready to heal the 
Sicky but alio for the vaft Phantaiy and Operation of 
Chymiftry. Betides, in it are many ocher Virtues, 
which wonderfully diftover themfelves by Sulphur, 
becauft it is the true Bitumen. Wherefore I thought 


it worth my whiie, not only to deferibe the Medicinal 
Virtues of Sulphur , but alfo the Chymieal, and many 
other ailociated Virtues of the fame, in every other 
Profellion and Bufinefs. 

It is to be owned, that many things have been writ 
of Sulphur , but the true Foundation of the true Vir¬ 
tues thereof, hath fcarcely yet by any Man been ex- 
aftly enough touched or propofed. But thofe Wri¬ 
ters are to be blamed, who would deferibe a!) things, 
of which they have no underftanding, becaufe, in fo 
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doing, they did indeed compofe and prclcribe fome- 
\vhat y bfit nothitig fundatfientaliy, or according to 
its genuine Difpofirion and Property, ns in Writing 
and Defcrib ng is requifitc. For in truth, they them- 
felvcs undcrltood not, yet (through their ambitious 
Haughtinefs) they would compofe Books, conlifting ol 
Letters only, without Soul or Spirit. But I,.as One- 
experienced, prefent you my Experience of Sulphur 
in all things, viz. What Sulphur is with relpect to 
Medicine, Alchymy, and all other allocated' Artifices. 
Therefore know yc, that in Sulphur (but it is in GO I) 
only to hinder) are wonderful, and thole fo admirably 
famous. Things, as thence the natural Light of Alan 
may derive Caule enough for Wonder: Or clfe, (if 
GOD prohibit not) the Fault is in the Artift’s hand¬ 
ling its which is a thing very probable. For,,when 
every bablmgSophifter thinks himfelf aPhyficiari, and 
every Finical Fellow will be accounted a-.Chymift y 
tfien it comes to pals, that Arts can never be rightly 
expofed to publickview. But hovvfoever the Alatter is, 
the Foundation lyes here: In Sulphur. (Jot either jFa- 
culty) are infited fo great Arcanums and Powersj as 
almolr no Alan can throughly exhauft them •, and alfo 
fo great Virtues, as wilLcaufc admiration in every Man 
For in very deed, according to tl\e Experience of all 
Alen, (incitherFiaculty) therearefo many things wor¬ 
thy of Note-, bccaufein Sulphur is fuch an Efficacy, as 
few like unto it are given, nor in Chymiftry and Afali- 
cbie can its fccond be found. Yet Ariftotle defames 
that, laying, Traitfmutaticyi. pf Species cannot he. , But 
Sulphur luffcrs Tranfinutation: Which is iufficient to 
prove, that Ariftotle (if he were now living) might be 
convinced of liis Folly, even by Women. 

No Phyfician or Chymift Ihould convert Sulphurto 
his Ufes, according as it is found in itfelf-, butfepa- 
rated into its Arcanum , and purely freed and clcahlcd 
from all Impurities, until it is fo purely clean, as its 
Virtue exceeds the whitenels of Snow. Hyffopns , that 
is, the Art of Separating , doth this i it was anciently 
called HyJJbpaica , in Alchymy and every Separation. 
Yet Sulphur is of admirable ufe for its vulgar Bulincflcs, 
or common Artifices. Now, that I may more accu¬ 
rately explain ft to your Comprehenfion, I will firft 
diftinguilh it according to its Nature. For it is not 
produced from one Matrix, but from many. Where¬ 
fore alio, it acquires divers Operations, that is, hath 
in it felf various afledions, not on.e difpblition only, 
but peculiar peculiarly. And that the Phyfician may 
r.ot err, I will here prefent to him the Nature of that 
Sulphur, which is bell for His ufe in Aledicine y alfo to 
the Chymift.; I will exhibit the difpofition of that,which 
is profitable in Alchymy y and ldftly, I will Ihew, how 
for it is conducent for everyeoinmon Bufineft: -There¬ 
fore the Inftrudion being firft premifed, its-iile (hall be 
fnperadded, not only in Medicine, and Alchymy, but 
alfo in other common Vocations j that every Alan in 
his own Operation may kno\V,hbw to ufe and apply the 
fame, without miltake or Error.'* ' *' * v,; ! - ‘ 

Touching the Embry mate Sulphur of Aletals, 'viz,. 
what is invifibly contained in it, thus take it: That £ 
in Dileafes doth fo admirably conlerve and reftorc ics 
own Member, as it manifefts the Alembcrs to Hand in 
need of a Mineral Medicament only, and no other. 
Hence the £ of © is conducent for the Heart , of J) 
for the Brain, of 9 for the Reins, of h for the Spleen, 
of g for the Gall , of ip lor the Liver, and y for the 
Lungs. 

Alio there is found a kind of Emlryonate Sulphur in 
Wood: But that ft is Fire only, which no Man can 
preferve in its Life and Eflence other wife than in the 


Wood with which it palieth away, and dyes. Such 
is the of all things wfiiclj arc V\ oody, or whaefo- 
ever it be- that is plainly reduced by Fire into Afhcs. 
This ft is Vegetable, but not fixed y nor is it condu- 
cible for any thing at all, except thole things, which 
are to be prepared by Fire. Now be it known to you 
all,,that that ft indicates the\ irtuesof othe^Sulphurs, 
this way - As Fire devoured) all things-, k| every ^ is 
an invilible Fire, whicjli doth inviliblyyabliime Dilealcs 
fo, as Fire vifibly confunies Wood. Wherefore the 
Element ot Fire is a lingular Arcanum in all Difcafcs. 
He that wants this Element of Fire amongTiis Secret^ 
Medicines, ought not in any wife aferibe to himfelf the 
Name ol a Pbyftciarr, nor can he Ihew himfelf an Expert 
Phyfician, but is rather an Erroneous Operator, and a 
Robber of the Sick, further 1 fay, ft is ih^Element' 
of Fire, and if any one would have it cxcrcife the fa¬ 
culties of a Aledicine, let him take care to volatilize 
it fo, as it may vanilh like a Flame y that is, let it be 
fo fubtilized, as it may"recede" from"itsfown Body’, and 
the Body be feparated from it: For the Body is not 
the Elenktfr of Fire. Sulphur , rendred thus Subtile 
and Volatile, is the Coniumcr of what is to be con- 
fmned y that is, what is not fixed in Nature, loDif- 
eales are not fixed, but the Body is fixed dgainft the 
Element. And the -Element of Fire is dnlyadverfe to 
that, which is not fixed againlt it, that is, adverfe to 
Difeafcs. Now would Tfeutlophyjicians io order the 
matter, as our Philolophy might find place, and re¬ 
ceive Encreafe in the Schools of Vbyficians, the Trifles 
and Inip.ertinencies of Humonfts (who grope in Me¬ 
dicine as a Blind Man, that knows jnot which way he 
goes) being totally rejected, many Homicides, daily 
perpetrated by their RaHineE, would be prevented. 
In the mean while,fince they are Alen ol j.o Confidence, 
what can you do, but leave them to their, own pci- 
verfeneis ? He that is defrrons toad as a'tiruc Phylician,' 
let him leek the Virtues of Elements in Natural things - y 
there he will both find the Truth, and a Remedy’ 
ngainfttlicDifcafes of the Sick. 

There is a. twofold kind of Embrponatc £■, one 
fixed, but notwithllanding made. Volatile y the other, 
pure Fire -, that is, one is Living Fire/the other Infen- 
fiblc Fire-, yctboththeSenfibleandlnfenfibleareexer- 
cifed in like Confummation y viz,, one in Wood, the 
other in Direales’ -.Every Man, aftedingfthe Health of 
.others, might by theie few words, beifufficiently in- 
ftruded, if GOD withftand not his Endeavoursy 
but h judge every Man Ihall not be made Wealthy, 
becaulc GOD well knows, why he hath given the 
Goat lo fhott a Tayl. For finccRiches jovery often 
fcduce Poor Alen, caufc them to put off the Habit of 
Humility and Alodcfty,and transform them into proud 
and infolent Animals, therefore it ismore fofe to keep 
filence, and leave every .one to his own poor, cftatc. ’ £ 

Now know ye, touching sUphtr. and its Species; 
what the Nature, Property add Eflence, of the lame 
is. Whofoever fhall attempt to dcfcnhcSulphur ip a 
molt accufate manner, ( as is ! fit, though not- expe¬ 
dient) will have need of abundance of Paper. But 
for handling a judicious Chymtcal Operator and 
Experienced Artift is required y fuch a one Ihould be 
very, expert and folidly grounded in his Art,.no Airy 
Talkative-Perfon, whole Art confifts in Lip-labour 
only- but one, that proves himfelfag Artift. by the 
Labour of bis hands: For fuch a Man, will be able to 
extrad from ft more wonderful Arcamms, than any 
Man can deferibe with his Pen. .^ut, he tliat knovy^ 
nothing of Sulphur, knows nothing at all, nor is. ic 
convenient, he Ihould fay any thing, either, in AlediV 
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cine, or in Philofophy, touching any of the Secrets 
of Nature. 


Of the ZJfc of this Element of Fire , which Pa¬ 
racel lus hath fo earncjUy commended to all 
Vhyftcians. 

F lrlt, tliis Tinfturc of £ may be exhibited in all 
Dileales, for comforting the Brain, Heatt, and 
all the Internal Members of the Body, becaufe it is 
famoudy fubtil, favoury, and fweet ; and is a Medi¬ 
cine molt excellent, efpecially in Afledsof the Lungs. 
Alio, it is the molt penetrating of falutiferous Balloms, 
for curing every Body internally hurt, and for refto- 
ring all vitiated Membefs to their priltine Sanity ; in 
fo much, as, in this refpefl, you can Icarcely find any 
other Remedy, lecond to this in Virtue. Therefore it 
may very well lerve inltead of Aurum potabilc\ but in 
firey Dileales, it mult be vVarily adtniniflred.- This 
Eficnce of £ ftrengthens weak Stomachs, and gets a 
good Digeltion. In a word, in all Diltempers what- 
foever, except Burning Feavcrs^ it may be fafely 
ufed. 

Note : If any one fhall extract a red Tinfturc from 
fixed £ rubifyed,he will enjoy a molt prelent Remedy, 
not only for Men, but alfo for fome Metals; namely, 
for tinging d and y into ©. This is that, which Pa- 
r’atelfns commended to all the Rivals or Sons of Art 
fo highly, that I thought 1 Ihould do very well here 
to fubjoyn his own Words, as they are written. 1 

: Mortification of Sulphur is made, when its combuf- 
tible and fetid Hnmiaity is taken away from it, and 
the £ reduced to a fixed Subfiance, which is done 
thus. , ‘ 

Common yellow £,• which reduce to a fine 
Powder, and from it three times abflraft a moft Itrong 
Aqua Fortis ; then the £ remaining in the bottom,will 
be of a black Colour. This edulcorate with fweet! 
Water, and fo oft diftil the Water thence, as until 
the Water come off wholly fweet, and finells not at 
all of Sulphur. Then take that Sulphur, and rever¬ 
berate it in a clofe Reverberatory, like Antimony. 
In Reverberating, it will Ihew it felf, Firlt, White' 
Secondly, Yellow; and Thirdly; Red-, as China her'. 
Having brought it to this pals, thou mayft rejoyce; 
for that is the beginning of thy Riches. For this Re¬ 
verberated Sulphur in Tinging, renders every Silver 
into the bell Gold, and the Humane Body"into perfeft 
Health, more excellently than can be deferibed. Of 
fo great Virtue is this reverberated and fixed Sul¬ 
phur, &c. ■ . 

v Elfcwhere/ Varacelfus writes of the Tranfmutation 
of Metals and Gems, thus: As you now have leen a 
very brief way of fome peculiar Tranfmutations of 
Metals; lb here further know ye, touching tlreTrapfi 
mutations of Gems, that is, of lrriall Stones, that of 
fuch Tranfmutations alfo thereare various ways, fome 
of which notwithftaeding feein in no wife adverfe to 
others. For you fee how potent a Tranfmutation of 
Gems lyes in the Oyl of Sulphur. Every Cryllal, 
that is left in that Oyl for fome time, ri'tinged an'd 
tranfmuted, and may by graduation with diftinTCo- 
lours be fo exalted, as to exceed a Natural Jacyntb, 
Gran ale. Or Ruby, <Nc. ' •*. 

' Varacelfus here teacheth the fixation of ^, if a moll i 
fharp Aoiu a Fortis be feveral times abftra&ed from the 
fame,tcauced to a fine Powder. But that way of pro¬ 
ceeding will profit nothing, becaufe the Aqua Fortis is 


not capable of any liigrds into the £ , becaule that is 
fit it to be procured by Saits , as we above taught. For 
then the Artill’s Endeavour will luccced well, and the 
£)> in Abftradtionof til eAqua Fortis be fixed, and alio 
wax white : But Redncfs is afterward given to it in an 
open Fire, or Fire of Reverberation. And it will ne¬ 
ver wax red in a clofe Vcficl, how long foeVer it Hands 
in the Fire. And when it is thus Red, every common 
Spirit of Wine extracts not its Tincture, becaufe it 
hath not ingrels into it. But the fixed red £ mufb 
firfl be melted with fixed Salt of Tartar in a very 
Itrong Fire. That way is given to it fuch an Ingrefs, 
ns any Spirit of Wine can extrad fromititsTindure; 
For other wile you (hall labour in-vain. Varacelfus in¬ 
tended rather to keep this Experiment to himfelfonly; 
thau to expofe it io the ufe of the ungrateful Vulgar 
Sort. But no Man hath caufc to wonder,why I now 
am defirous to dilcover the lame openly, fince 1 have 
peculiar Realons of this Publication, an account of 
which I am not hound to render to any Man. It is 
fuffieient to any grateful-minded Man , that 1 am wil¬ 
ling publickly to dilcover that Secret. 

This fixed Tindureof is in Medicine much more 
efficacious, than the Element of Fire, deferibed by 
Varacelfus. For That is only extraded from a Volatile 
Sulphur; but This is fixed; and is alio of power fuifi- 
cient to cure the fixed Difeafes of Men, as well as Me¬ 
tals. Tlie Volatile Tindure, or Element of Fire, as 
it is called by Parccefus, is otherwife alio lamoully con- 
ducent for External files. All affeds of the Skin, as 
Scabs, and thelike, are cured by the hclpof that. Alio 
to every Wine it is a prclcnt Medicine. For if any one 
put a little of it into a Cask of Wine, the Wine ac¬ 
quires a grateful Tall and Odour, and will be lo com¬ 
forted, as not ealily to admit of changing or perifiiing, 
as otherwife is wont to happen to common Rhemlh 
Wine. 1 I did indeed, for tryal fake, pour fome of this 
into divers Wines, and found it fo in very deed. For I 
put one or two‘drops b'f our Element of Fire into feve¬ 
ral open Cups filled with Wine; and I daily obferved 
them, until I ( found 1 ,', that, that Wine, in which none 
of th'eElement of Fire.was put, did in two or three 
days contrad-a fliraynefs ; but thole, in which a little 
of the Element of Fire-had been mixed, flood almolfc 
three Wbeks, before they began to contract the like. 
Which bufirieTs of Wine ; if any Man well confider, 
he rfiay fidd- ofit the.'way, how, by the benefit of this 
Art ofily-‘, fat more eafily to acquire fiuificient Gain 
for dail^Suftenance, than otherwife by the perillous 
ways of Merchandife,- r Wherefore , whofoever is 
defirous of enjoying Profit in Wines^ Icf him always 
take care continually to have ready prepared by him 
a good Sal mimbile, and reduce Sulphur iutq a red 
firey Stone; otherwife he will lofe his Labour and 
Coft, which, by way of Admonition, I was not wal¬ 
ling to pafs over in-filencc. Therefore Imnfl fay,with 
Varacelfus, that all thofe Phyficians and Chy mills are 
not of the bell Fame,-who have the Gift of Gloi ious 
Eloquence; but thole, only, who have' learned their 
Underllanding by long ufe of Fire; and whilltelabo¬ 
rating Subjects, to be prepared, do well know, what 
Ihould be added and fubflradcd Recording as the Ope¬ 
ration of every thing requires^. , ; ; : - 

Since vvenow know, ifcba t Varacelfus taught touching 
the fixation of £ , and-alfo the profitable ufe thereof 
in Medicine and Alchymy ; .it will in no wile be im¬ 
pertinent in this place to infert,; what Bnfili/ts hath 
written touching the fame; that byrhis Words every 
Man may the better difcernp that my fixation of 
which 1 have deferibed to be 1 made by the help of. Salt 

Nitre , 
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Nitre, differs not from the Writings of other Philo- 
fophers, (peaking of Salt Nitre. 1 he alorelaid Baji- 
lins, (who, in many places of his Writings,mentioned 
the fixation of ^byhelpot Salt Nitre, but obicurely 
enough) among other things, thus writes. 

£ Here Salt Nitre is introduced, [peaking of himf If 
and to himftlf only. ]] 

Sulphur indeed is my moll mortal Enemy, and he is 
alfo my belt Friend: For when wc both are joyned 
together in Wedlock, and our Marriage celebrated in 
Hell, (b, as we both l'weat well together ; then we fnall 
fo put off all Impurities from us, as in our dead Bodies 
may be found the greatell Trealiires, and of us be pro- 
genited wealthy Children, &c. By Vvhich words, 
fiafdius intimates, that Salt Nitre , by the Contact of 
£, is inflamed, and, as by an Enemy, wholly burnt up 
and reduced to nothing; and therefore is accounted 
its greatell Enemy. But if Salt Nitre , in form of an 
Aqua Fort is, be allocated to $, and render it fixed 
and conftant in Fire ; they then become the greatell 
Friends, and from them both are procreated Rich 
Children. Therefore whofoever is defifous to obtain 
fuch Children, let him bend all his thoughts to the 
matter it lelf, and diligently fearch ; for he may find, 
if GOD be plcafcd to indulge him and permit the 
lame. 

Whatfocver Pm-acelfus hath here writ of £, he 
hath undoubtedly writ plain enough, fo as Credit 
may fafely be given to his Writings. For that what 
he faith is not from the purpofe, Every Man may be 
informed by theft few words, &c. Certainly he, had he 
not dreaded the impiety of the World, would much 
more evidently have explained this, and by that means 
lie would have helped the Necellicy of many ; but 
the notorious Ingratitude of the World deterred the 
Man. 

AHb’ Paracelfus admirably, dilcourfeth of the Ele¬ 
ment of Fire^ how excellent a Medicine it is, as I my 
fell" have experienced, and lhall further in time to 
cc-.ne (if GOD permit). In like manner, the fame 
Man makes mention of the noble HyJJbpaick Art, by 
the help of which, ancient Philofophers did, with 
■their own hands, make black £ white as Snow, fix it, 
and by the benefit thereof, do great Miracles in Medi¬ 
cine and Alchymy. This Art, (with Grief beiefpo- 
ken) by the negligence and injury of former times, was 
gradually loll-, which notwithftanding, from the 
Cares of Silence, and, as it were, lying inDarknefs, 
this my fmall Treadle will again bring to Light. 

The Prophet David leems to have fome knowledge 
c.f this Royal Art; for when he law his Sins before 
GOD, had (asit were) contracted the blacknefs of 
a Coal, he thus implores the Divine Mercy: Sprinkle 
me, O LORD, with HyJJlp, that 1 may be white: for, 
by thy well-wajhing of me, I fhall become whiter than 
Snmr. Whence it is fufficientiy manifelt, that David 
craved not the well known Kitchin-Herb, HyJJop, to 
be walked with; becaute that could not help him ; 
but he fpakc Metaphorically, and requelted that his 
Sins (by the great blacknels of which, he believed 
his Soul to be infedted before GOD) might be par¬ 
doned, and he received into Divine Favour, and never 
be driven from the face of GOD to Eternity. 

Likewife, there is no Community between the 
black, grofs, and combullible £ of Wood, and the 
pure, fixed and incombuftible £ of Gold: For as long 
as black £ keeps its combullible difpofition, it is rc- 
fufed by the other, as abhorring the familiar Society 


of fo ftinking and fordid a Gueft. But as foon as 
that Ethiopian , by afliftance of the molt noble HyJJb- 
p.iick Art, lhall be walked white as Snow, and ren- 
dred conftant in Fire, then it is readily received into 
Communion by the o, and of both is made one Tinc¬ 
ture, by help of which, other Metals are reduced to 
the Perfection of Gold; as a little alter lhall be 
fliewed more at large. Yet I will firlt briefly note the 
difference of £, according to my Experience; which 
is indeed not very neccilary, breathe Paracel/us hath 
done it. Nevcrthclels, lam very willing to fubjoyn 
thefe few things. . ^ .. ... . . 

Ancient Philofophers, as often as they in their Wri¬ 
tings treated of the Original and Beginning of Metals, : 
placed the Foundation of their Allertion in Demogor - 
gon ; viz. That he was the Grand-father of all Metals 
and Minerals, who, dwelfing in the Center of the 
Earth, was cloathed with a bright-red Cloak. But. 
properly, Demogorgon is the Central Fire continually 
burning, and a Subtile Spirit of diltilling it felf 
through the paflages of the Earth. If this firey Spirit 
in its afeent finds a Commodious Cavern, - or Humid 
Place, in which it may abide; it is immediately there 
coagulated into a Mercurial Water, and by the Cen- 1 
tral Fire’s continual Coftfon, in length of time,ripened 
into Metals and Minerals. But the amending Spirit 
of £ , which finds no Seat for its Abode, afeends 
higher and higher, until it comes to the Superficies 
of the Earth; into which, when moyltened with Rain, 
it thruflsitfclf; and .loin.the Ground grows upward 
into the Air, in the form ol vail Bufhes and Trees; in 
which Plants and green Trees, is found fuch a $ as is 
in Minerals; (yet this is not found lb fixed, as that in 
Metals,) bccaufe all things in the Bowels of the Earth 
are generated according to the Influence of the Stars, 1 
and there coagulated according to the nature of the 
place into thele or thole Metals. Let him, who is de- 
firous to be taught more at large touching thele, con- 
fiilt thofe Philofophers, by whom the fame are plainly 
enough deferibed. If the pleafure of Operating in¬ 
duce any one to fet about this Work, he may make 
choice of the $ he judgeth moft futable to his In¬ 
tention. 

Now behold the Method, in which, by the benefit 
of the moll ancient HyJJbpaick Art , black £ is by a 
dexterous vvalhing turned into white, rendred fixed 
and conftant in Fire, and by Reverberation tranf- 
muted into Rednefs, and thenceforth ufed as a Medi¬ 
cine of Humane and Metallick Bodies wanting melio¬ 
ration, and that with notable profit. 


Here is prefented, fiyji, the Method of Wafting 
BlackfwXfctnx fo, as it becomes very White. 

T He worthy Faracelfus doth briefly indeed delcribe 
the method of whitening and rubifying £, but 
what was moft conducent thereunto, he conceal¬ 
ed; viz. that way of Preparation, without which 
no Aqua Fortis can have ingrels for VValhing and 
Fixing. My purpote is in this place, for the lake 
of the Searchers of Art, to publilh this Secret in 
plain Words. This may be done many ways, as will 
appear by the following, 

Jji. One part of the Terreftrial Sulphur of Pit- 
coals, or of the Vegetable Sulphur of Wood-coals; 
with which, reduced to Powder, mix two or three 
parts of our Sal Mirabile, prepared of Oyl of„Virriol 
and Common Salt. Which mixture put into a Crucible, 
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and fee the Crucible covered in a Wind-Furnace for 
melting. There die Sal Mirabile , by its Acrimony, 
preys upon the and diflolvcs it; and thence makes 
a Red Stone , which, by pouring Water on, you may 
diflolve, Filtrc, and again Coagulate, into a Red Salt 
or Stone. And thus the by help of the Sal Mirabile, 
through one only abftraCtion of a flrarp Aqua Finn, 
will be 16 habile, as it may eafily be made white with 
wafliing, and alio be fixed 16, astofultain the forceof 
Fire, according to this following 

Free eft. 

Iji. Of this Red Sulphureous Salt, ft, j. and upon it, 
in a ftrong Body of Glafs, pour ft,iij. of molt lharp 
Aetna Fern's: Yet not all at once, but leifurely, and at 
times ; becanfe the Si. I Mirabile with the £ loleth 
its Acidity, and becomes Alcalilate, and therefore 16 
inimical to the nqua Form, as it impetuoufiy refills 
the lame. Therefore let him, that is ignorant of 
this, be very wary, left all that is contained in the 
Vcffel fly away, or the Glals, through too much heat, 
burlt in funder. For this caule, proceed leifurely, 
and operate according to the Rules of Art, that your 
Endeavour may be fortunate. For, in a way contrary 
to this, you can find nothing, but Damage and Trou¬ 
ble. As often as you put in any Aqua Fonts, prefently 
put on the Head, becaufe it will fuddenly and haftily 
fume, and 16 caule damage ; to prevent which, after 
I had fuftained leveral Lolles, I at length, againft fuch 
Exhalations, found this Remedy. 

In the Top of the Alembick I cauled a Imall hole to 
be made, through which I put a little Tunnel of Glafs, 
and luted it on. So loon as 1 had put the prepared £ 
into the Body, and luted the Head and Receiver to it 
aptly, I through that little Tunnel 
* Half Ounces, poured at one time two or three Lo 
tones of Aqua Forks , and prefently 
Hopped the Pipe with Papery then immediately af¬ 
ter great Ebullition, (by its own Virtue, withouc any 
external Fire) the fubtil Soul of £ afeended in a red 
form. Soon after, 1 poured on more Aqua Fort is, and 
left it to its own operation. This I did fo long, and 
fo often,as until I had putin ib iij. of Ayna Forth, upon 
ft, j. of the prepared When you have thus done, 
you may adminiltcr Fire externally to your Matter 
in the Glafs Body placed in Sand, for fo the Aqua 
Fortis will the more virtually aft upon the £ , and 
will all alcend red in Colour-, but the £ will remain 
with the Sal Mirabile in the bottom of the Vtllel fixed, 
white, and able to fultain the force of Fire 16, as it 
feems almoft incredible, that fuch a Subllance, ealie 
to be enflamed and burnt, Ihould in a few hours fpace 
be exalted to fo great Fixation and Conftancy. The 
Diftillation ended, ar.d Glafles cooled, take up the 
Body out of the Sand, and thence take out the Salt 
with the fixed £; and to diflolve the Sal Mirabile 
from it, pour on as much Common Water as lhall be 
fulficient. After extraction of the Salt,the fixed white 
£ mult be dryed, and kept fufliciently hot in a Cru¬ 
cible in an open Fire, until the £ remains fixed, totally 
white, and able to abide the Examen of Fire. Then 
is it fit to be referved for fuch Ufcs, as you lhall learn 
by the following 

Note : If the Sal Mirabile , together with the Aqua 
Forth , fliall be purified, then the fixed £, after Edul- 
coration,will be white as Snow. But on the contrary, 
if you do not well filtre the £ with the Sal Mirabile, 
and alfo cleanfe not the Aqua Fortis , the £ will not 
come forth of a Snow-like Colour, as you may cafily 
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conjecture. Wherefore, uhofoever would have a 
Snow-white he mull warily proceed, and purely 
operate, in all parts of his Work. In'.Medicine, and 
the Tranfmutation of Metals, $ defiitnte of whitc- 
nefs, will lerve well enough ; but if you would apply 
it to fuch llfes, as necellarily require a Snow-white 
Colour, you had need to proceed warily, according 
to the Prefcripts of Art. For it is o f great Concern 
in every Work, to know, whether the fixed $ Ihould 
have a White or an Afh Colour; as in the following 
fliall be fhewed more at large. 

Moreover, it is highly ncceflary to be known, that 
that Aqua Fortis , which was poured upon the prepared 
£, and feparated from it by Diftillation, is no more 
to be reputed Common Aqua Fortis. For although it 
afeends Red, yet that Rcdncfs difappears in a day or 
two, and the Aqua Forth fliews it fell’ limpid and clear 
again; in fo much, as ic can fcarcely be thought by 
any Man, that any eminent Virtue is latent in that red 
Aqua Fortis changing again into whitenefs. Which 
kind of Ignorance did notably hurt me, whilft I per- 
fuaded my felf, that (iich an Aqua Fortis could not be 
effectual for any other ufe, or for the fame, again. 
But afterward, when I was feized with a defire of 
fearching, whence that Rcdncfs Ihould proceed, and 
why it again difappeared ;■ 1 rectified a pound of fuch 
Aqua Fortis, ill a clean Glafs Body, to know, whether 
that Rednefs would remain behind, and no other than 
the Aqua Forks fimpic afeend; and,'by tryal, I found, 
that no Rednefs would afce'nd, but in that Rectification 
it feparated it felf from the Aqua Fortis , andrefidedin 
die bottom in the form of Powder, white as Snow. 
Having done this, I tryed, whether the fame White 
Powder were fixed, and I found it to be as fixed, as Gold 
it felf- yet had no ingrcls into Metals, but remained 
like a white Earth conftant in Fire. Hence 1 was 
feized with ihcdelight of thinking, what eminent Vir¬ 
tue might be latent iii this Snow-like Powder. Where¬ 
fore I again and again made like Tryals, and ftill found 
the fame. \\ hence a great Light di(covered it felf to 
me, by which 1 perceived, that in the vehement ACtion 
of the Aqua Fonis, in diflolving the prepared £, the 
moft clean Soul of the $ afeended with the Aqua Fortis , 
yet in a very /mail quantity : For out of ib j. of fuch 
$, I had not above eight or ten Grains of this Soul of 
$ left behind. Which thing, at firft, did not pleafe 
me very well, becaufe the fmalnefs of its weight leaned 
of no value with me. But having made a more exaft 
Tryal, I found this Snow-like Powder to be a moft 
excellent Medicine in fcveral Curable Difcafes of the 
Humane Body, and a true TinCturc. for Correcting 
Metals; and therefore afterward I efteemed it far 
more than before; and this fo noble white TinCture, 
I, by the help of Art, united with Gold, (which is a 
thing not difficult to be done by a skilful man) and fo 
found, that this laudable TinCture, although 16 very 
white, might, with o, in a finall Fire, be exalted unto 
Rednefs, and be of more value than all the £ remain¬ 
ing; although that is an hundred-fold more ponde¬ 
rous, than this that afeended. Yet the Ufe and Fruit 
of Both, we will a little after fhew more at large. 

Thele may fuffice to be offered here, touching'the 
way of Whitening, Exalting and'Fixing, common, 
black, filthy, fugitive, and combuftible Sulphur, till it 
is able to fuftain the torture of Fire. But before we 
proceed to the life of this whitened and fixed we 
will here fhew certain other ways of whitening and 
fixing every combuftible Sulphur. 
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Another way <f Fixing Sulphur. 

One, two, or three It-, of common yellow £ 
reduced to Powder:, upon this, in a glazed Earthen 
Pot, pour four, fix, or nine lb. of a ftrong Lixivium, 
made of Lime or Wood-Afhes, in which, you mult fo 
long boyl the £ with continual ftirring of it, as until 
the Lixivium hath diflolvtd as much of the as is 
poflible. Then decant it off, and pour on frefh Lixi¬ 
vium, that the fame may alfo dil/olve as much as it 
can -, repeating the fame Labour till all the £ (hall be 
difiolved. Which Solutions, if you filtre and coagu¬ 
late into a Red Stone or Salt, the Sulphur will be lo 
habile, as it may, by the help of Aqua Fort is, be walhed 
and fixed. 

Another v>ay op Fixing Sulphur. 

Diffolve £ in a Lixivium , and put that Solution in 
a Glafs Body, upon which fet an Alembick, with an 
hole on the Top to put a Tunnel through, as before 
Paid, and adjoyn and lute a Receiver thereto. Then 
through the Funnel pour in Ieifurely and by degrees fo 
much Oyl of Vitriol, as until the mortification of 
both is perceived, no more ebullition is cauled, but 
ail aTion each upon other ceafeth. This being done, 
adminificr Fire by degrees, and a fubtile Spirit of Vi¬ 
triol will afeend, which performs wonders in Medicine 
and Alchymy. \ bccaufe it contains Spiritual © in it felf, 
qnd may be very much fubtilized by Rectification. In 
Tafte, it differs little from the Tafte of Spirit of 
Urine-, only that it is more grateful to the Palate, 
and for every life more efficacious than Spirit of Sal 
Armoniack or Urine : Alfo from it the Tindure may 
be feparated, as we will Ihevv here following. 

The Salt, remaining in the bottom of the Glafs, 
muff be taken out, and by fufion in a Crucible turned 
into a Red Stone, which fuflers it felf, per fe , to be 
fixed in the Crucible in a Ihort time. By the bene¬ 
fit of this Sulphur, all Metals may particularly be 
amended with great profit. If any one purpoleth to 
ufe the fame Univerfally, let hintjpulverize this fixed 
Red and from it ext rad a blood-red Tindure with 

Spirit of Wine : For this Tindure is eafily extraded, 
and by P timedfus is called. The Element of Fire, and 
was by him highly efteemed. Undoubtedly the chief 
Ecafen why this Philolophcr called it The Element of 
Fire , was, becaule in the Operation lie vifibly dii- 
terned four Elements. For, the Extradion ended, 
(which may be abfolved in 24 Hours) on the top is a 
beautiful Red Ruby-like Tindure, under which is a 
white Liquor, and in the bottom an Afh-like Earth. 
The little Skin (eparatingtheTindure from the white 
Water, is taken for the Air. Therefore this way al¬ 
ternately, the four Elements prelent themlelves to 
light in the Glafs without confufion ; fo as although 
you fhake them together an hundred times in an hour, 
yet they will never be mixed, but after that agitation, 
every of them recovers its priftine Station. The 
fruitful Ufe of this Element of Fire, fhall be further 
fpoken of afterward. 

Note: As we have here now taught the way of 
waffling and fixing common Yellow £, and the black 
£ of Pit-coals and Wood; even fo may the £ of 
Antimony, Vitriol, Auripigment , and ocher Minerals, 
be whitened and fixed. 

But the method, by which £ is extraded from Me¬ 
tals and Stones, fhall (GOD willing) be fhewed in a 
peculiar Chapter. In the mean while, here is declared, 


Tin Ufe of cur Fixed Sulphur, and, frf, in Medicine. 

Firff, this £ whitened by Lotions and fixed, is a 
molt excellent Bevoardick, and much more la e 111 its 
Ufe, than the Oriental Bczoar, which is fold indeed 
lor a greater price, yet never difeovers any vifible and 
fcnlible Effed On the contrary, our Bezoar defer- 
vedly is preferred before it, efpeciaHy in the Pcfti- 
lence, and all other Difeafes, where Sweating is need¬ 
ful. 

Alfo, in ali Affeds of the Lungs, it yields more 
Comfort and Relief, than all other Medicaments, which 
are prepared of $ not coded nor fixed, but only 
crude. Likewife, to Men or every Age, whofe weak 
Stomachs are proffrated by an heap of aqueous and 
vifeous Humors, it is a prefent Remedy; becaule by its 
drynefs it totally abliimes all Phlegmatick fuperfluous 
Humidities, and perfectly reffor s the Stomach. What 
fhall I lay ? It may in a lpecial manner be commended, 
as a Cordial and excellent Confortative againlt the im- 
becillity of Age. Amd outwardly, it may ferve for a 
molt excellent Cofmetick; and, in like manner, by the 
Spagyrick Art, be reduced into an admirable fweet 
Oyl, by the benefit of which, the yellow and blackifh 
Skin of Women may be tinged with a beautiful white 
Colour: Not like any other vulgar Cofinetick, which 
doth indeed whiten the Skin, but that may again be 
waffled off with Water; not 10, I fay, but in fuch 
a manner,as the Skin, thus elegantly tinged, can in no 
wile be waffled off again. Yet in length of time, that 
whitenefs of the Tindure will wear away, and the 
Skin recover its native blackifh Yellownefs: Wherefore 
ic muff; be tinged again, a- often as fhaii be needfuL 
Whence it is mani,eft, that fuch a Tindure is admi¬ 
rably ufcful in beautifying rich Virgins, and curious 
Matrons. 

Moreover, this Oyl of Talk is efficacionfly preva¬ 
lent in curing fuch Affeds of the Skin, as are called. 
Impetigo’’s. Serpigo's , and Lichene s ; alio Scrophulous 
Tumors rifing about the Nofc, or in any part of the 
Face, and proceeding from an Inflammation of the 
Liver. This Oyl takes away all fuch cutaneous Vices, 
and beautifies and heals the deformed Skin, reftoring it 
to its native Colour. 

The Ufe of the fame in Chymifhy. 

Fixed as well in the humid, as in thedry way, 
tranfmutes imperfed Metals into © and )>. Moft rea¬ 
dily band ?, in the humid way; and moll eafily <J and 
ii, in the dry way. Front every D it feparates © by 
fermentation. If it be added to prepared Metals, the 
fame Metals diflilled by Retort give forth from them- 
felves living Mercury, which permits it fe-lf to be fixed 
with © into a tinging Stone. Whenfoever old Demo- 
gorgon „ or the Grandfather of Metals, through his 
extream Age, decays in ffrength, and waxeth bald, 
he devours his youngeft Son, whereby he is fo greatly 
comforted, as he is able to give to all his Sons and 
Servants golden Crowns. 

Note: Yon are to underffand the devouring of the 
Son to be, when old fixed £ fwallows and devours 
crude and not fixed and thereby acquires to it felf 
Flux and lngrefs, by the help of a certain Miniffer r 
who moft diligently vvatcheth his Sepulchre fo long, 
as until Father and Son (or the fixed and fufible) be 
mortified, and rife together renovated, 

Alfo 
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Alfo from our Hoary headed Demcgorgon, of exart 
Age, by the addition of other Matters,is made 
* Amin, a molt whire * Amaufum, in the acquifitionof 
which, Goldjmitbs do greatly delight -, becaufe 
they can adorn their Artifices therewith. 

BehoU I prcfentycu the way cf Opening and Conjlituting 
a perpetual Metallurgy of Q and D. 

We above taught, that £ (after it is wafhed into 
a Snowy whitenefs, and alio lo fixed, as it is able to 
fultain the Examen of Fire) was endued with power 
of amending ail Metals. For the whitened by 
Gradation, turns them into D, and the Rubifyed into 
©. But here a great Obftacle is wont to intervene, fo 
as this Work of lo great profit, cannot eafily obtain 
its Effert, anfwerable to the Willi of every operating 
Chymift; 'viz,, becaufe by Fixation the £ is io totally 
deprived of its Fatnefs, penetrating Power, and eafy 
Flux, as it degenerates (as it were) into a dead Earth, 

■ which, perfe, alone loves not to enter into any Metal, 
but chooleth Erie to have Ingrefs duly prepared for it 
by the help of other Fufibles, fuch are vulgar, imma¬ 
ture, and combuftible Sulphur, or Antimony -, which 
do indeed penetrate the dead and render it lb fu- 
fible, as it is capable of Ingrefs into Metals. 

But fince fuch combuftible £ or £,is fo very noxious 
to Metals, as it makes them black, volatile, and 
brittle, and fo commonly doth as much hurt as good ; 
therefore we, not approving of iiich an Ingrels, en¬ 
deavoured to find out a better. Indeed, although 
every £ may another way be fo fixed, and rubifyed, 
without the help of Aqua Fortes , as to retain its own 
Ingrefs; yet fuch a fixation (though eafily done, and 
requires little Charge) cannot be compleated without 
a very long time. 1 intend to deferibe this way of 
Fixing; but firft fhall be fhewed the method of pro¬ 
curing a fafe Ingrels to this fixed £ by a whitening 
Aqua Fortes. 

Firft, we taught, the $ was to be reduced by our 
Sal Mirahile , then that a moft fharp Acjua Ferns was 
to be abftrarted from it, and after Abftrartion the 
Sal Mirahile to be feparated from the white fixed £ 
by common Water, that the $ might bedulcifyed and 
rendred fit for Medicinal Ufes. Now 1 teach, that 
the £ fixed by Acjua Forth is not to be edulcorated, 
but the Sal Mirahile to be left with it; being that, 
which prepares Flux and Ingrels for its penetration 
into Metals, inlomuch as Necellity now urgeth us to 
leek a better Ingrels, -viz,, thrs way > 

The way of adding to Fixed ^ a Ferment, by the benefit 
of which, is acquired Ingrefs into Metals , penetra¬ 
tive , and amending the fame. 

Above, where we treated of the way of fixing Sul¬ 
phur, we taught, that after it was reduced by Sal 
Mirahile , a moft lharp Acjua Forth was to be poured 
upon it, and thence to be abftrarted, and that in the 
time of Abftrartion, a little Volatile £ would alfo 
afeend with the Aqua Fort is , whence the Aqua Fort is 
waxed Red, and that fuch a Rcdnefs might be fepa- 
rated from the Aqua Fortis , in form of a fixed Powder 
white as Snow, which might be uled in Medicine and 
Alchymy with great profit. Yea, fuch a fixed £ white 
as Snow, doth not only ferve for an admirable Cofme- 
tick; but allb this finall Quantity of £ delerves to be 
highly commended by Phyficians, as a moft excellent 
Diaphoretick, the like of which you can nowhere find. 
For indeed, Oriental Bezoar is not comparable to this 


of ours. Our Bezoar is the true Unicorn’s Horn of 
the ancient Philofophers. This our Philofophick Uni¬ 
corn, is that molt potent, hoary, and aged, King of 
the World, who, as Toon as he hath devoured his young 
Son, encrcafeth in ftrength fo admirably, ashetranl- 
forms his Gray Hairs into Red, and triumphs in his 
being able to give to all his Servants golden Crowns, 
and alfo to make them Kings. For he is no more 
fuch as he was, viz, Yewm,or Black blacker than Black. 
or a wild and horrible Bead in the IVood, but is changed 
into our Oriental Bezoar ,’ JFbite whiter than White , 
Univerfal Treacle , &c. So great a power doth he poR 
fefs, after he hath been prepared according to the 
Method above prefenbed. 

If any one be defirous to exalt the Faculties of this 
lie will noc lofe his Labour, if before fixation he 
difiolve g in Aqua Regis, and pour this Solution of © 
upon the £, inftead' of another Aqua Forth ; and ab- 
ftrart it from thence again. For lb doing, not only 
the o remains fixed with the £, and gives Ingrefs 
unto it; but alio the Aqua Regis , or Spirit and Salt of 
the World, with the Snow-like Soul of £, will carry 
with themfelves over the Helm the clean Soul of ©, 
and fo produce a far more excellent Medicine, than if 
only the Soul of £ did alcend alone; as every Man 
may eafily conjerture. But if any one is defirous to 
operate better, he may, if he will, dillolve the Gold 
alfo in a Crucible, together with the Sulphureous Sal 
Mirahile ; and prefently after abftrart from it a molt 
fharp Aqua Fortis-, which way the o is fo much the 
better united with the £. Although I could difeo- 
vcrmuch more touching this way of Operating, yet 
fince (becaufe I have publifhed already as much as is 
fit) no Neceffity obligeth me to fuch a publication, I 
will forbear to fpcak further hereabout. 

The way of bringing this fixed Snow-like £ to 
Rednefs, the Laudable Paracclfns here tcacheth; viz. 
thar it muft be made Red by a flaming Fire. Yet it 
muft not be covered (as he mentions ) but open: 
For this way it will wax Red, otherwife it would remain 
White. Now that to which you add o, needs no 
Reverberation; becaufe by the © it is turned into a 
purple Color r, and the © it felf, by help of the fixed 
£ , becomes irreducible, and pafleth into Tinrture, 
and fo needs no further Exaltation. Therefore to 
whomfoever GOD fliall be fo propitious, as to give 
him this Salt of Metals, together with the knowledge 
of conjoyning it with the Red Soul of £ and © which 
afeends, he will fhew himfelf both in Medicine and 
Chymifiry a principal Mafter: But wholbever is fo blind, 
ignorant, and witlels, as hccannotdifcern what I have 
herefolargely treated of, fuchaManafl'uredly labours 
with an uncurablcBlindnefs, fo as you cannot recover 
his Health, although you fhould put double Spertaclca 
on hisNofe. Now to deferibe the metho'd of fixing 
£ fo, as it may retain its Ingrefs, wherewith to pe¬ 
netrate into Metals, Ipurpofe not in this place; bur 
it fhall (GOD willing) be deferibed, where we treat 
of our Secret Sal Armoniack. Here follows, 

The way of Preparing a perpetual Metallurgy of O and 
D, by the help cf Fixed Sulphur. 

Let the Benevolent Reader know, 1 do not affirm, 
that all wharfoever 1 fhall here write touching the per¬ 
petual Metallurgy, 1 my felf have tryed, or took care 
to fee elaborated. For the fixation of £ hath not been 
known to me above two or three Years, during which 
time, 1 have been for the moft part diftempered in 
my Body fo far, as 1 had fcarcely ftrength enough to 
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profecute my more fecret Arcanum' s,\n\\\c\\ arc far more 
dear to me, than any fixed £ can be. Yet, in the 
mean while, l could not chooie but employ my 
Thoughts upon fuch a Method, which being found, 
any one might, by the help of fixed $, reap a gain¬ 
ful Crop of Fruic from the tranimutation of Metals. 

To accomplifiuhis, 1 could find no way morcealy, 
than for a Man, of Elixiviat Allies (not of Bones, but) 
of Wood, well lifted, to make large Cineritiums or 
Tells, in Iron Molds fic for the purpole, and with that 
Wood-Afn, mix a final! part of the fixed £ •, and 
then take care to cupellate silver mixt with Copper, 
(with the due addition of Lead) according to the 
common method of Art, upon luch T efts. 1 or thus, 
the d will be purifyed, and the 2 and b pafs into the 
Tell, as is otherwife wont to happen in all other puri¬ 
fy ings of Silver. Thefe Tefts, (which you may keep 
by you, until you have a fuffident Quantity) in the 
yfua! manner put into a melting Fornace, that in a 
ftrong Fire the 2 and b, which palled into the Teft, 
may co-unite with the fixed , and lo attraff it to 
themfelves, as they may come forth impregnated with 
3 and ©. Now if this Coppery J? be cupeUated on 
fueh a Teft prepared with the © and D will remain 
upon the Teft, and the T? and ?, as happened before, 
will pafs into the Teft. And .if you again proceed 
with them as before, infallibly (by fuch a way of Cu 
pellating) you will, with the help of fixed from b 
and 2 acquire gradually a Quantity of © and p not to 
be contemned. By this way of Operating, in all thofe 
Regions, where Coals are. cheap, a Man may get a 
competent Livelyhood. For although in Cnpellating 
there is fome lofs of the b and 2, they turning into 
Scoria’s, yet this fmall lofs, in thefe poor Metals, is 
nothing, in companion of the great Gain, which may 
be expefted from the more Rich. I reckon,this Ope¬ 
ration of Cupellating cofts no more than the price of 
the Coals; for the damage made in T? and 2 is richly 
rccompenfed by the © and D acquired. I was willing 
to communicate this to the Lovers of Art. Therefore, 
if there be any Curious Refiners, to whom this Pro- 
cels is pleafing, let them put it to the Tryal ; if they 
will not, ’tis all one to me: For I will make noTryal 
in fuch Works, as require a Man ftrong and patient 
to labour in the Fire. In the mean while, I doubt 
pot, but there will be loine, who will amply encreafe 
their Fortunes thereby i upon whofe Endeavours, J 
pray for the Divine Blefling, and offer to their Conli- 
deration this ancient Proverb, By Saturn and Mars, by 
fire and Art,a Treafure is found. Mars is fixed Sulphur; 
Much might be faid for Saturn alio; but that is not lb 
conducent as fixed $, which is much purer than rude 
Iron, as Experience tcacheth. 

Touching the further ufe of fixed £ in the Emen¬ 
dation of Metals, and that in an humid way, by fixing 
and graduating Ama Fortis’s, the Acrimony or Cor- 
rofive Power of wnich, is firft fo broken by the help 
of fixed as they do not diffolve, but only pene¬ 
trate them, and deduce them to an higher degree, and, 
according to the nature of the tinge the fame into 
whitenels or rednefs. 

It is known to ns, that nothing tingeth but % only ; 
and that, according to its Nature, into rednefs or 
whitenels, both in the humid and dry way. In the dry 
way, the if mult of necefllty be lo fixed and fufiblc, 
as being call upon the Metal in flux, it may penetrate 
into it, as Oyl into a dry Skin. You have already 
heard, that in fixation by Aqua Fortis , from the f is 
fo taken away its Ingrefs, eafy Fufion and Metallick 
Fatncls, as it rather lceraeth like a dry Earth, than a 


Metallick Sabftance; in fo much, as unto it cannot be 
procured a ready Ingrefs into Metals, unlefs by loine 
lingular Art and Induftry. Such an Ingrcls cannot be. 
given to fixed £ in a better way, than by Mercurial 
mundifyed Metals, viz. by e and and indeed © 
unto Rednefs, but D unto Whitenels. It you would 
proceed more dexcerouily, you muft legitimately unice 
fixed £ with the Sale of Metals; then will be acquired 
Ingrefs into all Metals, aslierea ter in the Dcfcription 
of the Salt of Philofopbers iliall be lccn. But if For¬ 
tune lhall fo favour any Man, as he can find out fucha 
Water, as is endued with the power of difiblving fixed 
lie will enjoy fo potent a Gradatory Water, as 
will convert black Leprous b'into molt white pure D: 
And not only I?, but alfo it , 2 , and $ ; yet I? moft 
readily. Touching fuch a Gradatory Waccr, (as far 
as I have learned by Experience) thus take it: Every 
f whitened and fixed by waffling amends Metals; but 
how it lliould have and acquire Ingrefs into them, is not 
known. Therefore, as ic is the part of Art and In¬ 
duftry to procure to fixed £ a dry Ingrefs; fo alfo in 
is no lefs the Work of Art and Induftry to convert 
fixed £ into a Water, by which, vile Metals may be 
exalted to a more excellent degree of Gold and Silver. 
Therefore, let him, who intends to convert fixed £ 
intoVYater, oblerve, that this Water muff: not be lb 
ftrong as todillolve Metals,but favour only of fo much 
Acrimony as will be lufficient to penetrate them, and 
deduce £ into an humid iorm. viz. fucb as it is tinged 
with, either white or red, according as the Gradatory 
Water lhall be made, eicher of red or white 
Whofocver well underltauds how to change fixed £ 
into Water, unto him will be opened a <Compendious 
way of Graduating vile Metals iuto and . W hich 
Operation is, ot all, the moft commodious lor b, b&- 
cau k Aqua Fortis more readily preys upon, and dil- 
lolves, other Metals than b. For it is prejudicial to 
diffolve any, bccaufc in Graduation Metals are not to 
be diflolved, but only to be penetrated, wich conler- 
vation of their forms, as they were when put in, and, 
without any diminution, to be tranlmuted into better 
Metals ; which in b is moft eafy to be done f Yet any 
Aqua Forth, although you add to it thrice fo much 
common Water, will prey upon and diffolve b, 14, 2 , 
and S , which is a thing to be ftudioufly avoided. 
Into the aforefaid Gradatory Water, in which the 
fixed $ is, call a little common Salt, then the Aqua 
Forth becomes Enemy to the Lead, and affaults it, but 
indeed only to penetrate, (not to diffolve the fame) 
and to introduce the fixed After the Lead hath 
lain in fuch Water about 14 Days, it will fwell and 
wax white, leaving one half of it felf upon the Cu¬ 
pel. But the longer it Iliall lye in the Gradatory Wa¬ 
ter, fo much the more amended will it be. 

If fixed £ could as cafily be turned into Gradatory 
Waters, the fame may ealily be fixed; affurcdly in the 
whole World there would be no one particular more 
defirable than this, by the help of which, great Riches 
might be acquired. For this lame humid Graduation 
requires almoft no trouble or labour, more than put- 
ting filed or rafped Lead for lome time into the Grada¬ 
tory Water, and after Gradation, to take it out and 
cupellate it; being fuch a kind of W ork, as by Cliy- 
miffs is accounted a Childilh Labour. 

But to know and be able to convert fixed £ into a 
Gradatory Water, is the principal Artifice; and to 
participate of that, all diligence muft be ufed by him, 
whofoever he be, that is dcliroustoreappleafantand 
profitable Fruits from Chymiff ry. What do you de¬ 
lire ? All things needful to be fpoken, cannot dearly 












Part Hi. 


Of c5V2 E 7A L S. 



be explained with a Pen > yet if any one ffiall ac¬ 
quire rhe Salt of Metals, he may caiily fo far intro* 
duce li<ed ^ into Metals by that, as they fhall be 
amended thereby. Hitherto I have plainly enough de¬ 
ferred the fixation of and prolixly demonftrated, 
how ingrefs mav be procured to it, as well by the Hu¬ 
mid, as by the Dry way. Wherefore, whofoever (hall 
think himftlf concerned herein, let him follow thefe 
Prtferipts, until lie find fo much Good, as the favour 
of G O D will grant to him. For the All of our hope 
depends on the Welling of GOD. 

Jn the mean while, I am not willing to conceal from 
the Searcher of Art, this one only Artificial Manual 
Compendium, of converting £ cafily into a Gradaco- 
ry Water. We above h\d,Aqtta Forth could find no 
ingrefs for it felf to the fixing of , before it was 
procured to it by the help of Sal Mirabile * Therefore, 
iincc the way of preparing Sal Mirabile is various, 
and one Salt is always more conilaht than another i 
great Caution mufl be ufed, that the Sulphur be fo 
handled and accommodated, as it may be fuddenly 
diffoived by the fharp Aqua Forth , and fo not be pre¬ 
cipitated into a white Powder. For if this be not done, 
it will indeed be fixed by the Aqua Forth, but become 
very difficult to be diffoived. If it be well diffoived 
the firii time, after Fixation it will be caiily diffoived. 
Which is a thing worthy and profitable to be obfer- 
ved : For the whole hinge of Art confilis here. 
Therefore, if any one be well Skilled in Spagyrick 
Labours of Fire, he will ealily bring this Prefeript to 
a good EffedT, but if be be not fuel), he will Labour 
in vain, and lofe his Charges and that not without 
the good Plcafure of G O D, who Wills not, that e- 
very Man fliould be made Rich. Neverthelcfs, if any 
one, with an indefatigable ftudy and patience of Search, 
(hall hit the Mark, he will give thanks to G O D and 
to me : If not, let him impute the Error to his own 
unhappinefs, iince I have writ fo openly and clearly, 
as no Man before me ever did. My purpofe is in tin's 
place to difeover one raoft excellent Secret ^ by the 
benefit of which, fixed £ may ealily be changed in¬ 
to a Gradatory Water, and that the following way. 

Choofe fuch as unto which Nature hath given 
greater Efficacy, than to the common £ s fuch, I 
lay, as is in a fort Mercurial, and in which fuch begin¬ 
nings of the Operation of Nature difeover themfelves, 
as thence may be made a Metal of a Golden Difpofi- 
tion. Such a Mercurial you (hall fcarcely find in 
all the Metallurgy of Gold \ and that naturally Red, 
both internally and externally > and is otherwife called 
by Paracelfits Ernbryonaie Sulphur, or Cinnabarine Sul¬ 
phur ^ or immature mineral tUarum •, but by Miners 
vulgarly called the Florver of Geld : Alfo you may per¬ 
ceive it to have a great Communion and fimilitude 
with Auripigment and Antimony. This Sulphur is Mer¬ 
curial, and toucheth Metals with a mote near Affini¬ 
ty, than vulgar fin pic £ , becanfe after Fixation it 
is ealie to be diffoived, and before Fixation better to 
be wrought upon than common £ , which partakes 
of no Mercury. And this £ in the abfiradtion of 
Aqua Forth gives forth more of a beautiful Tindture. 
than any other common Alfo this pure Soul may 
much better be ufed in Median* and in Alcbymy , be- 
caufe it is both Mercurial and of greater Efficacy, than 
the Soul of any common 

Note : Common £ is not fo cafily prepared for So¬ 
lution, as this ^ bccaufe it L Mercurial, and therefore, 
hath more Communion with Aqua Fonts, to be dif 
folved by help of it. And after it is dilfolved, in the 
Diliillation it gives forth more Soul, and the fixed 


which remains in the bottom, is cf greater l iauc in 
Median*, than (he other of common ±. For by 
now much the more.pcrniciru< Vcnome it was before 
Fixation fo much rhe more Efficacious Medians doth 
if become, after the Vcnomc is inverted by Fixation, 
and converted or prepared into an Antidote or Treacle, 
^uch may alfo another way,morc commodious, than 
py Sal Mhabile, be prepared for eafie Solution : Which 
indeed is a thing cl great moment, and worthy to be 
obferved. 

This fhort, but neccffary, Admonition I thought 
good to tub joy n for the fake of the Searchers cf Art *, 
to the end ir might be known, that one $ is better 
than another for preparing the aforefaid Gradatoiy 
Water. Neverthelefs, the known common Sulphur, 
as well as that of Wood, is fufficiently conduciblc to 
be wafhed and fixed. More at this time I have not 
to advife. In the mean while, if any one be defirous 
to Labour, he may tngeniouily fcarch out all things 
fit for his Invention, and earneftly firive for Riche's. 
For I, without Envy, or clofe Concealment, have 
fo openly fpokc my mind, as the leaf! blame cannot 
jufily be imputed to me. Eut to prevent the Infeli¬ 
city of thy Error, my Reader, I could not do better, 
than I have here done by Writing. Let it not he te¬ 
dious to 1 hce to tread in our Footfteps, and in the 
Footfteps of others, fo long, as until you can attain 
to a fortunate and deferable End s which will Crown 
your Work : Which Work, by Idlcncfs and fioath, 
together with fupine Ignorance, can never be accom- 
plifned. 

Having communicated thefe Gratis, every Man may 
hence fatisfie his Defires fo, as not to trouble me fur¬ 
ther with his Inquiries. 


A COROLLARY. 

W E, in this fmall Treatife, have plainly (hewed 
the Way or Method , by which, even bLck 
Volatile and Combuftible rnay in the fpact* of one 
day be converted, by waftiing, into a Snow-like Can¬ 
dor. fixed and rendred confrant in Fire. 

Alfo how, in Fixation, the Aqua F rtir , being ab- 
ftradled from the Sulphur , carries with it felf the molt 
pure Soul of the Sulphur, renders it fixed ai d dura¬ 
bly pernament in Fire > and befides, that it is nor 
only a prefent Remedy for expelling Difeafcs molt 
grievous in the humane Body ^ but alfo, that it is 
endued with the Power of tranfmuting impelled! Me¬ 
tals into 0 and D, yet particularly only, being delli- 
tnte of fuch 9, as can fufficiently extend it felf in 
Efficacy. 

Likewifc we have taught, how to the moregrofs 
pate of the which remains in the bottom, ingrefs 
may be procured for the amending of Metals with 
Prefit, both in the humid and the dry way. 

falily, we (hewed, how much one ^ excels ano¬ 
ther, and fuch £ was to be accounted more excellent 
which contained in it fell pure £ *, and that efpccially 
to be the molt excellent, which before.Fixation was 
judged moll venemous > and that for this Rcafon. viz. 
bccaufe every Suprcam Venomc, after Preparation, will 
become the highefi Medicament •, and that the Me¬ 
lioration ot fuch Sulphur is much more Efficacious, than 
common Sulphur. Whcrefoie in this place, lam 
willing, again and again, earneftly to commend to the 
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Lovers of An Antimony, Red Arftmck# Yellow Anri- 
figment, Afli-coioured Cobaltnm, Calymia and Z Teh, 
with Bifmuih \ becaufc all thefe are more excellent 
than common Sulphur. But he,' that elaborates fuch 
Subjects, fo venemous, mu t\ rtudioufly beware of the 
evil Fumes arifing from them. For as fuch a Subject 
before Preparation is mere Venome, fo, in preparing, 
its venomous Difpolition is more and more increafed ; 
but after Preparation , that which was deadly, now 
becomes amolt Salubrious Antidote or treacle, and 
prefent Remedy againlt all kinds of Foifons. 

Note: Wholbevcr is defirous to be fecurely freed 
from all Peril, him I would advife, to learn the way 
of fixing fome common before he raflily attempts 
to invade the Fort of fuch noxious Venoms. 

Therefore, whatfoever we have hitherto taught are 
not vulgar Matters, or Arcs well known before , but 
merely great Arcanum's, and thofe very lately inven¬ 
ted. For, who could believe, that common a 
Subftance eafily inflameable and burnable, fhould in one 
day be fo fixed, as to be able to remain unhurt againrt 
all the force of Vulcan ? Who could have perfuaded 
himfclf, that the moft venemous Venoms, as Cobalt , 
Arfenicl{ and the like, may in one day be Artificially 
inverted, and their mortal Venoms converted into Sa¬ 
lubrious Antidotes ? Laftly, who could ever have 
thought, that of the mod Volatile Mineral Subje&s, 
as Antimony , Arfenick# Auripigment and others of 
that kind, in the fpace of one day may be prepared a 
Tinfture (conftant in Fire) for humane and Metallick 
Bodies ? No Man , if we had not in this fmall Trea- 
tife fo evidently demonrtrated that 3 as it may be 
plainly underfiood. Wherefore, as I have formerly 
laid* fo I am now ready to affirm, that 1, in this fmall 
Treatife, have revealed fo great and admirable Area - 
as no Man fas far as the Memory of Man can 
tell ) hath publiffi’d any thing more clearly than I, 
touching fuch Secrets. 

If any one is defirous to Learn, whence fo fvvift a 
Fixation of comburtible Sulphur, or fo ludden Meta- 
jnorpbofs of moll deadly Venoms, arifeth ’, to him, I will 
now difeover the Caufe. It is fufficiently manifeft, 
that Spirit of Nitre , as well as Aqua Forth diftilled 
from Vitriol and Salt Nitre, poffefs fuch a fiery Difpo- 
fit ion, by which all comburtible and Volatile Minerals 
are ripened. And being ripened, they are alfo fixed ’, 
as if fixed things mull of neccflity be Mature, and 
confequently no more noxious or deadly to Mortals. 
For whatfoever is rough, crude and immature, the 
Stomach of Man cannot digert, but rejects and carts 
out that, (by which it may be injured) as Venome: 
According as is eafily difeerned in all Cathartickj , ei¬ 
ther Vegetable, Animal or Mineral, which, by reafon of 
their Crudity, are fo great an offence to the Stomach 
of Man, as it frees it felf from them, either by Vo¬ 
mit or Seidge. And the more crude and immature 
Purgcrs be, the more ftrongly do they Operate. Hence 
ufual y (by the Prefcript of Phyficians ) Purgcrs that 
are too violent^ before they be taken into the Body, 
are amended by Fire. As for Example. Squills and 
Viairidium , which too vehemently Purge, arc cover¬ 
ed over with Dough and baked in an Oven, for cor- 
re&ing the exceflive Purging property in them, that 
they mav caufe Evacuations more moderate and more 
fafe. Antimony immoderately Purging, is exco&cd, 
or melted in an open Fire with common Nitre 
and Tarizr , by which it is fo far corredted , as 
it Purgeth without vehcmency. The fame alfo is 
fo corrected by Spirit of Nitre , as it lofeth its 
purging Propcity,and inftcad of its Cathartick Virtue, 


acquires to it felf a Diaphoretic and Diuretic^ Pro¬ 
perty. 

Common Tartar, taken into the Body, performs chd 
Office of a Cathartic But the fame, when the ripe¬ 
ning Heat of the Sun, in the more hot Regions of the 
World, hath took from it, its Acidity, and it,in the Fer¬ 
mentation of Wine, becomes a fiery Spirit, it no more 
exercifcth a purging Properly, but rather hinders Pur- 
gers, and fo amends them, as they cannot Purge with 
fo great vehemence, as they were wont to manifelf, 
before Corrcdtion -, as is already dernonrtrated by Us, 
where we treat of the Extradtion cl purging Vegeta¬ 
bles. Therefore if the common Fire of Coals, and 
Spirit of Wine, corredf Vegetables and Animals immo¬ 
derately purging > why fhould not the moll Itrong Fire 
of Salt, fuch as Aqua Forth is, corredi the molt veno¬ 
mous Mineral Subjedfs, and be able to tranfmute the 
fame (depofing their noxious Qualities) into an An¬ 
tidote or Treacle? 

From all which, it is fufficiently manifeft, that in 
corredting even the moll venomous Subjeds, Mineral 
Spirits of Salt are fuffieient *, being fuch, as can deprive 
them of all their pernicious Venome, and change them 
into falutary Medicaments. ’Wherefore, 1 doubt not* 
but that the ingenious Reader, by thefe few things de- 
monllrated , will fufficiently underrtand the caufe of 
this Hidden Correction or Fixation of all Volatile and 
venomous Mineral Subjedfs. When Ancient Philofo- 
phers, by Poetical Parables, deferibed the laborious 
Navigation of Jafon to the Iflarid Colcbos, where re- 
fided an huge Dragon vomiting Fire, which, with Eyes 
never clofed, diligently watched the Golden Fleece j 
they added this, viz: that Jafon was taught by his 
Wife Medea , to cart to this waking Dragon an edible 
Medicine to be fwallowed, whereby he Ihould be kill¬ 
ed and burll:, and that Jafon rtiould prefently take the 
Dragon ( thus flain ) and totally fubmerge him in the 
Stygian Lake. Jafon, in this ingenious Fable, Hicro- 
glyphically reprefents the Philofophers \ Medea, accu¬ 
rate Meditations the laborious and perillous Navi¬ 
gation , fignifies manifold Chymical Labours > the 
watching Dragon vomiting Fire, denotes Salt Nitre and 
Sulphur •, and the Golden Fleece is the Tindture or 
Soul of Sulphur } by the help of which, Jafn reftored 
Health to his Aged Father, and acquired to himfclf 
tmmenfe Riches. By the Pills of Medea is undcr- 
rtood the Preparation of Sulphur and Sal Mirabile . By 
the total fubmerfion of the Dragon in the Stygian Lake, 
is intimated the Fixation of Sulphur by Stygian Wa¬ 
ter, that is, Aqua Fortis. Whence, it is fufficiently 
clear* how obfeurely the Ancient Philofophers did de- 
feribe their Fixation of by Nitre, and how fecretly 
they hid it from the Eyes of the unworthy. But, 
fince T, in this Treatife, do as clearly as is poffible dif¬ 
eover all things, know, that I do it not without Rea¬ 
fon. It will be enough for any one, if he rightly un¬ 
derrtand the Method of performing fuch a Fixation. 

After any combuftible £ hath been fixed by Aqua 
Forth, or Aqua Regh , and O and D added to it in 
Fixation, then will that no more be vulgar© or D, be¬ 
ing fuch as cannot again be diffolved in Aqua Perth, 
or Aqua Regh, nor upon a Cupel have Ingrefs into b, 
but paffeth as it were into a dry Earth , which can 
neither be reduced by Borax, nor any other common 
fluxing Powders into a dudtile Body. If any one be 
defirous to know this by Experience, let him diffolve 
5 /& of © in Aqua Regis, and pour this Solution up* 
on a Pound of Aqua Regh , and alfo put rhis Aqua 
Regh upon 5iiij of Butter of Antimony, and abftradt 
the Aqua Regh thence, Then he will find , that 
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tiold, which was in Che AqtuRegl^ to have mixed it 
felf Radically with the Sulphur and Aitrcury of Anti* 
wmy\ fo as not only the Butter of Antimony becomes 
fixed and irreducible, but it alfo renders the Gold fo 
irreducible, as thenceforth it can no more be feparated 
from the Antimony, but remains adhering to it in every 
Examcn : And can only be fubduccd by our Secret 
Salt of Metals, volatilized, or rendred fudle, and fo 
be introduced into other Metals for their Amendment. 

Therefore, if fuch adeftrudfion of O can be made 
by Antimony , lefs than the half of which is $, but the 
greatefi part 0 *, how fhould the fame not be better per¬ 
formed by common which is void of all Mercury} 
I, in all thofe places where 1 have taught the Fixati¬ 
on of Sulphur > did always advife, that Aqua Regh to 
be carefully kept, which was abdradted from the Sul¬ 
phur i but efpccially what contained Gold ; becaufe 
together with the Aqua Forth , the mod pure Soul of 
Gold and Sulphur afeends, and is as much fixed, ( I 
might fay, more ) as that which remains in the bot¬ 
tom. Wherefore, if what I have here imparted be 
obferved by any Reader, or by none, it fhall not trou¬ 
ble me, but I fhall remain well contented, that I have 
done my Part, and performed fo much, as no Man be¬ 
fore me ever did > becaufe I have openly taught the 
Method of extracting in a few hours ( by the help of 
Didillation) from O and £, or from 0 and Anti- 
vtony, a fixed Tindture. And thefe Ido willingly com¬ 
municate to the Searchers of Art. 

Some write, that Mirian.i the Prophetcfs, and Sifter 
of Mofes , knew the Art of elaborating the Tindture 
in three days, which feems incredible to many Skilful 
Writers. But what will envious Perfons judge, when 
they fhall hear, that GLAVBER , by a publick Writing, 
without any manner of Concealment, hath taught the 
Method of extracting a fixed TinCture out of © and 
Antimony* fit to expel all defperate Difeafes out of the 


I I 


humane Body \ and this work to he corrplcatcd in one 
day? Undoubtedly they will exclaim and f.y : Allure 

f -y eT t fi-b things are impffible to be d-ne. The 

ignorance and uickednefs ot thefe Men were rnucli 
inoie tolerable, it, to their Calumnies, they fhould al- 
fo add, Our ignorant Brains perfuade amij's. fordid 
they rightly know thcmfelves they never would Co 
barely condemn and reprove the Experience of Others. 
But what (hall I write againit fuch? Nothing, but the 
Old Proverb, Effeminate Men , Effeminate Words , ac¬ 
cording to the Verfe, 

» 

Each Bird ft> fings , as formed is bis Bill ; 

And fuch as is the Man, fo /'peak, be will. 

Indeed I would willingly have publithcd more Ex¬ 
amples, of the Method of fwiftly fixing Sulphur , but 
I am kept back by very weighty Reafons. Yet I cannot 
chufe, but Commemorate thefe few things thereabout i 
viz - that every without the help of external Fire, 
by a Secret invifible Fire only, which is added to the 
combuftible and left with it for a fmall fpacc of 
I ime, in a cold place, becomes as white and fixed, 
fullaining all force of Fire, as well as that Fixation, 
which is made by Aqua Eortis, 0 r his abfiradfion from 
the Wherefore this cold Fixation of Sulphur, 
by our Secret cold, and humid Fire ( becaufe it needs 
no common Fire, no Body, and Head, no Retort with 
its Receiver , and the like) is to be preferred before the 
other Fixation by Aquafortis. Therefore for this, we 
give Immortal Praifes and Thanks to the moll wife 
GOD. 

If any. Reader thinks, I have been too brief, or too 
obfeure in this Treatife, he may more amply fatisfie 
his Defires from the two following Tradfs, where we 
treat ofthe Mercury and Salt of Philofophers i whereunto 
we refer every one, that is a Itudious Inquifiior of Art. 


OF THE 


MERCURY of Philofophers. 



'ERCVR T may eafily be extraCred not on¬ 
ly from all Metals and Minerals , but alfo 
from Animals, and Vegetable Subjects, and 
of the fame (by the help of Gold ) be pre¬ 
true Tindture for all the three Kingdoms. 
We, from the Confent of all true Philofophers, do 
certainly know, that 9 is the mod pure part of the 
three Principles of Metals, and therefore doth fponta- 
neoully adhere to mod pure Metals, and always em¬ 
braced! them with greater affedtion, than the impure 
Metals. As for Example, Mercury mod willingly ad¬ 
heres to its own like 9 \ next to e \ then to j> \ after¬ 
wards to U , and 1? *, and ladly to Vi but to $ mod 
unwillingly, only becaufe it choofeth rather to mix it 
Tclf with its like, than with its unlike. For it is wholly 
Homogeneal, void of all Heterogeneal pares *, fuch alfo 
are © and D. The greated part of all other Metals is 
Heterogeneal, although there is found noimperfedt Me¬ 
tal, which hath not in it felf fume parr Homogeneal i 
yer fo, as the Metal participates rrore ofthe one, than 
of the other ^ according to the Writings of Philofo¬ 


phers. Wherefore , a true Philofopher will fcarcefy 
affirm, that, by the benefit of the Tindturc,the whole 
Body of jmperfedt Metals can be tranfmuted into Q 
or p, fincefo great Virtue is not indeed, even in the 
Philofophers Stone it felf. For the immature, foul, 
funking, combudible and fuperfiuous ^ of a/., £ or 

cannot, in fo fhort time,as Projection is wont to be 
made in, be converted into 0, although you cad in 
more than enough of the Tindture ; But as much as 
the Metal hath of Homogeneity, that is, of Aferrury, 
in it felf, fo muc?) only is tinged and fixed into Gold, 
the Rcfidue not fo. Becaufe the Stone feparates the 
Heterogeneal parts, that is, the (nperfluous ^burning 
it felf ( in the form of Scoria^ from the Mercury , which 
it only tingeth into Gold ^ becaufe it hath no Commu¬ 
nion with thofe Heterogeneities i as I have daily found, 
and in the following Part„ where wc treat of theSj/f 
of Philofophers, I purpofe to demonfirate more at 
large. 

Now let us fee the Method, by which Metallick 9 
may with little Labour be extradted, not only from 
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Metals and Minerals? but alfo from all Animals and 
Vegetables, Ifaid, (Pith little Labour, in refped of ‘ 
experienced Men. For in refped of the Unskilled*, it 
is not a Work of final! Labour ? but in the Memory 
of all Ages it hath been accounted (by all ihe molt 
experienced Lovers of our Art ) the Secret of Secrets , 
and the neared way to come to the Attaintment ot the 
true Vniverfal Medicine. Nor will it ever be of lefs 
Edeem, fince in the whole Nature of things, a more 
pure matter cannot be found, ( whereof to make the 
Sroneof Philofophers) than this only Mercury^ of Me¬ 
tals, In the mean while,it is eafie to judge, that the 
Mercuries of Metals differ in themfelvcs notably, and 
that one of them is better, and more conducible than 
another, for preparing thence a Tindurc for Humane 
and Metalline Bodies. For one is always better in Co¬ 
lour and Tindurc than another. Indeed, by the ex¬ 
ternal Face, ahnod no Man is able certainly to know, 
from what Metal or Mineral the beft Mercury may be 
had : Yet according to the general Opinion of Philo- 
fophers, the mod excellent y is wont to be prepared 
of the Vitriol of $ and ib bccaufe thefe two Metals 
do mod abound with Tindufes. I, being taught by 
Experience, am allured, that out of black Afh-colour- 
cd 1? may be acquired a y, as excellently tinged, as 
from both thofe Red Metals, £ and ?. Yet in the 
mean while Ido not deny, that the y of and ?, is 
impregnated with tinging in the highed degree ? 
as Ancient Philofophers, in thefe lew words, have 
compendioudy expreffed. Vifitarit hiterio- 
LVJVfO" ra ReViificando Inveuier Occnltum La- 

pidem,Veram Medichtam. By which Words, 
VffKIOLVM [or Vitriol] is expretfed s which proccfs 
is no other, than a Solution of Mars and Venus pre¬ 
pared by the Labour of Nature.- But Vitriol prepared 
thus by Nature, is never found fo pure and clean, as 
that which is prepared of good Steel, and pure by 
the help of O}! of Sulphur, or indcad of that, Oyl 
of Vitriol: Becaufethe Native contains more Eartht- 
nefs, than that which is made by Art. Now let us re¬ 
turn to our Mercury. 

1 think good here, to advife all the Lovers of our 
Art, not to bend their thoughts fo much upon vulgar 
G and 5 ), as to endeavour out of them to extrad their 
y and Becaufe common O and D are altogether 
Homogeneal, and have nothing of Heterogeneity in 
them \ and therefore difficult to be wrought on. And 
although they were as cade to be wrought on as c? and 
£ ^ yet it would be no Profit to ufe them \ becaufe of 
their greater Price, and alfo becaufe there is much 
more findure contained in vile and contemptible d, 
than in G it ft If. It is true, this Tindurc is not yet 
fixed, but is volatile, and may cafily be fixed. Where¬ 
fore I aavife every one to feek y in 1?, and £ in cf. 
Upon g, in times pad, through my Ignorance, Icon 
fumed much without any Profit, and laboured Fruit- 
lilly, until Ihadconfumed fome ‘Pounds of it, to find 
out for others a more fafe Way •, which if any one 
bad (hewed me, I would never have laboured in vain. 
But I was hard to believe, that they, who were un¬ 
willing to ufe common O and )), could prepare an apt 
Tindurc-, lor tinging imperfed Metals into Gold. 
Yet lince vulgar O and )), do not only give eafie ln- 
grefs to rhofe Tindmes, which draw their Original 
tiom ihe £ and 0 of Philofophers \ but do alio fur' 
iher the Fixation of volatile Mercury \ therefore we 
cannot well be without them, in the Compofition of 
the Stone of Philofophers. Let the Lovers ot Art take 
Cognizance of thefe few things for their Informa¬ 
tion. 


Now it is neccffury to be known, by what Merhod 
the l ot rinlufophcrs may mod cominodioufly be ex- 
traded from Mcials and Minerals, and by the help of 
O, be duly fixed by Art, into a Tindure for hu¬ 
mane and mcrallick Bodies. 

Fir(r, we are not ignorant, that the pured part of 
Metals, viz : Homogeneal Mercury, is tyrannically 
held Captive in a ccrtaii) obfeure Prifon, by his mod 
inveterate Enemy, fuperfluous burning Sulphur. There¬ 
fore, if any one would unbolt his Chains, and let him 
tree, he hath r.eccflity to mortifie and annihilate his 
Enemies, by which he is fofad bound and imprisoned, 
before he breaks down the Prifon Walls, and dclivus 
Mercury from Captivity: Which y will alfo bring forih 
with him his natural Brother, viz. tinging Thefe 
being at Liberty, nothing wfil be wanting to fix them 
into a Tindure, but the help of vulgar C. But if 
any one be not fatisfied with this (hove Paraphrafe, let 
him read either Sandivogius , who hath writ an intire 
Trcatife of fuch afreeingof Captives:, or Paracelfusy 
who, no lefs eminently than plainly, hath difeovered his 
mind touching the fame. 

Now follows my own Experience, Way and Method^ ly 
which I have fever a l times freed l heforeman iovid 
Captive , and fet him at Liberty . 

Although I have my (elf extraded the Mercury of 
Philofophers from Metals, by fuch divers Methods, as 
I mean here to difeover *> yet 1 always found fome bet¬ 
ter than other fome. Therefore out of fuch Procelfcs, 
fome of which we here fubjoyn, every Man may, as 
bed pleafeth him, take which he thinks mod con¬ 
ducible, and proceed in Operating according to that, 
until he finds, what GOD (hall be plcafed to bedovv 
on him. 

Mercury is never to be extraded from hard Metals, 
before they be dilfolved and unlocked. Unlocked 
more commodiouily they cannot be, than by the Cor- 
rofive Spirits of Salt. Yet fince all Corrofives are 
mod inimical to y, they have no Power of making 
either Living or Running Mercury. Therefore, alter 
Solution, the Corrofives mud be mortified by contrary 
Salts*, fuch are, Salt of Trrtar, Spirit of Urine , Sal 
Arnwtijckj ecc. T his being done, the Conofives chang¬ 
ing their Nature wax gentle, and in Didillation per¬ 
mit the 0 to afeend : \N hich otherwife, without Mor¬ 
tification of the Corrofivc, would not happen, as you 
will learn by the following ProcelTes, 

Therefore, fince it is molt certain, that Metals are 
to be diffolved, before o ( by the help ol Refufcicating 
Salts ) can be diddled thence \ wc will fird exhibit the 
Method, by which y may be extraded irom fuch Me¬ 
tals, as Nature prefents to us already diffolved viz* 
Vitrio\ which is no other then Mars or Venus , or o 
and 2 together, didolvcd by rlie Univcrfal Acidity. 
Hence, whofoever will u, r e ( in his intended Work ) 
fuch Vitriol , in which both thofe Metals are found 
highly tinged and dilfolved by Nature *, he will nor 
need by tedious Labours to feek out a new Method of 
didelving Meta’s, but may fparc both his Time and 
Charges. Therefore, now it will be expedient to teach, 
how Mercury may be prepared of any common / i- 
triol. 

The Prcccjs fellows. 

Difiil from common Vitriol, in the ufual manner, 
an Acid Spirit, and liciyOyl, with drong fire, accor¬ 
ding to Ait. * For in the Spirit is latent the 0 of 6 
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pnd , which by Morticing the Corrofive, may be 
brought to light, and made Vifible. as follows. 

Of Tartar calcined unto VVhitcncfs lb i, or ij, 
tvhich reduced to Powder, put into a Glafs Body, on 
which fet an Head with its Hole and Tunnel in it, well 
luted > then apply a Receiver, and lure the Juntturcs 
exaflly. When the Body and Head is placed in warm 
Sand, through the Tunnel, at one time pour on about 
one or two Lf tones of the (harp Spirit of Vitrjof upon 
the Tartar calcined i whence will be caufed fo great 
Ebullition, aS'by its own proper Power the Spirit will 
afeend from it.- This Duel or Fermentation being 
ended, again pour in fome Ounces of that Spirit*, 
which alfo leave^ till all the Ebullition ceafeth. After* 
ward reiterate the like injedion, until that Acidity 
contends no more with theT artar : Which will be an 
Argument, chat the Salt of Tartar is fufliciently mor¬ 
tified. When you fee this, adminifier Fire, and by 
Degrees draw forth all Humidities,unill the VcfTel and 
Matter is Red hot. The Water thatafeended (which 
in Tafle will be almoft like Spirit of Vrine) mufi be 
rectified} in which Rectification the 5 of the Vitriol 
afeending, is rendred more fubtile and more pure. 
This pure Mecurial Water bears in it felf inviiibly con¬ 
tained, a living Mctallick Mercury , which is made con- 
fpicuous thus, 

The Conjunction of Vhilofophick Mercury with Gold, 

DifTolve common O in a fharp Aqua Regis^ and fepa- 
rate the diflolved from the undifTolved. Then leifurely, 
and at times , drop after drop, pour of your fubtile 
Mercurial Water upon the Solution of 0, fo long, as 
until the Spirit of the Mercury hath no more Adtion 
upon the Solution of Gold, but ceafeth, and all the 
G (hall be precipitated from the Water. In which Pre¬ 
cipitation, the 0 attrads to its felf the Mercury of the 
Vitriol , from the Mercurial Water, in fuch a manner, 
as it fettles to the bottom of the VcfTel, in the form of 
Slime, or a yellow Powder. Let the Precipitate be 
filtred through brown Paper, that the Saline Water 
may pafs through i and the precipitate 0 remain in the 
Filter mixt with the Gold \ which mud be very well 
wafhedwith fweet Water, and, being edulcorated, dry- 
ed. This being done, you will have the 0 of Vitriol 
united with the O : Both which will fufler them- 
felves to be fixed into a true Tindure, for Humane 
and Metallick Bodies, as follows. 

The Fixatio n of Mercury with Gold. 

Note : Before the Mercury is put in to be fixed with 
the Gold, ir muft be proved, whether it be duly pre¬ 
pared, or not. For if the Mercurial Water was right¬ 
ly prepared, it will contribute Mercury enough to the 
Gold , by which 5 the precipitated Gold is fo augmen¬ 
ted, as tis no more common O. But if the Mercu¬ 
rial Water was not legitimately prepared, and confc- 
quently could not contribute much § to the ©, the 
Gold will remain poor, and,as foon as it is fenfible of 
any heat, will fulminate, like any other fulminating 
Gold, and fo be altogether unfit for Fixation, being 
dcllitute of a tinging 5, which fhould have converted 
the whole Body of 0 into Tindure. Wherefore, af¬ 
ter Precipitation cf the O and 0, you mull make a fmall 
parr of the Precipitate hot, in a very fmall Crucible, 
tor Tryal, whether it be fit to be fixed. For if it ful- 
minates^ike fulminating 0, it is a fign your Mercurial 
Water was not perfed, and could not give unto the 
Gold $ enough. But if after it (hall be Red hot in 


]} 

the Fire, it comes forth with, a delicate purple Colour^ 
n is to be fuppofed, the ^ hath imbibed enough, and 
they both be fixed together into one Tindurc. 

Note : Beware of too firong a Fire. For this way 
the Mercury will leave the Gold untouched, and fly 
away • fo as, thence you can have no certain fry al. 
i hcrefore, in all parts of the Work proceed Warily, 
and Prudently. T 1 ie Fixation cf 0 with 0 is thus 
made : 

The Fixation of the Mercury of $ and J ’ into one 
Tincture. 

; 5 *- So much as you have ready prepared of this our 
Mercury impregnated with Gold, although there be no 
more of it, than half a Lotott : For hereto great quan¬ 
tity is djdired. Put it into a fmall Glafs Fhial, which 
place in hot Sand *, yet take heed, you give no ftronger 
Fire, than your Volatile Bird can bear. This Fire you 
muft continue in ai moderate degree for/ome Weeks: 
For by that means,your Mecury will by little and little, 
be able to brook'the Fire, adhere to the Gold, and con¬ 
vert the fame intoTindure. Ent if any one, contra¬ 
ry to the feriouslnterdidion of all Philofophers, make 
too much hafte, and perfuade himfclf, he may in a 
fhorter fpace of time acquire the Tindure } his Mercury 
will fly away, and leave the Gold pale behind it} be- 
caufe the § in its flight fubfirads the Colour of the ©,. 
and carries it away with it felf. Therefore, in Fixing 
there is need of Patience. Hence all Philofophers ad vife, 
not to be hafty. For Feftinatton proceeds from the 
Devil. Wherefore, let every onefo far ftudy his own 
Good, as to be obedient to this Admonition. 

Note : There are alfo other Ways, or Methods, of 
fixing £ with 0 > but he doth very foolifhly, who, 7 
when no neceflfity urgeth, will proftrate all things to¬ 
gether and at once, at the feet of Swine. Whomfo- 
ever GOD will be pleated to alTift, he may triumph 
in the higheft help v but whom GOD doth not alfift, 
even the moft plainly preferibed Method cannot help 
him. For all our help depends on the divine Bleifing. 

How to prove , whether Mercury he Legitimately pre*. 
pared , and whether it can give forth the Tnfture of 
Metals^ 

R- Of the Mercurial Water above deferibed , and 
mortifie it by a contrary Acidity, as Oyl of Vitriof or 
Spirit of Salt. Then the Mercury will precipitate it felf^ 
in the form of an Afh-colourcd Powder, which if you 
edulcorate, and grind with Oyl of Tartar , you will vi- 
vifie. If any one be minded, he may alfo diftil the 
fame by Retort, and fo examine if. 

A Tryal , or Proof whether the Mercury of Metals be 
fo well prepared , as of it with Q may he made a 
Tin ft ure. 

5 *. A little of that, viz . the quantity of a Pea, and 
put it upon a Silver Plate, then over the Fire permit 
the Mercury to be evaporated. If it tinge the Silver 
well with a purple Colour, it is fit for the Work, o- 
thervvife it will be of no Value. Alfo, this 5 rnay be 
digefred with the filings of 0 , in a due meafure or 
proportion mixed, and fo fixed. But this Fixation, 
as well as the former, require a long time, and fo rrnvb 
Patience, as all Feflination muft be laid afide. Who- 
foever is fo covetous, as he cannot wait till the Fruits 
arc Ripe *, he would be better advifed, if he abfbined 
from fo great a Work, than to fet about it to his own 
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Damage. I have often prepared this Mercury,md put 
it-to be fixed ■, but bccaufe I could not look to it my 
ftlf with my own Eyes, I was confrrained to commit 
the Governance of the Fire, to the Induftry of ano¬ 
ther, and then it fucceeded unhappily. And when by 
reafon of my Age, and imbccillity of Body, I was 
wholly uncapable to take in hand a Work of fo great 
moment, I communicated the Method to fome ot my 
intimate Friends, with this Condition, viz. that they 
fliould elaborate it thcmfelves. But becaufe in that Ope¬ 
ration, they could not acquire fo much 9 as they de- 
fired, they defifted , and would not proceed to the 
Complcatment of the Work. Hence I was moved ra¬ 
ther, by Printing, to divulge fo Royal a Work, than to 
let it be buried with me: Although I was difficultly 
brought to an hearty Affent, to yeild to the Revelati¬ 
on of Arcanum’s, of fo great moment, to this Malig¬ 
nant and unfaithful World. 

The way of Preparing a tinging Mercury cut cf An¬ 
timony. 

Tb. Of Antimony, Saltpeter, and Tartar, of each tfe j. 
Which, firfl pulverized and mixed, put into a Cruci¬ 
ble, and kindle the Mixture with a Coal s when the 
Fulmination ceafeth, melt it, and pour it out into a 
Cone. After it is cooled, feparate the Regulus from 
the Scoria’s •, which reduce to Powder, and diffolve by 
boyling in Water. So doing, you will have a Red 
Lixivium •, upon which if you add (about half its 
own weight of) Salarmoniack pulverized, and put the 
Mixture into a Glafs Body, (which mull not be above 
half full, becaufc it rifeth eafily) with it’s Head 
and Receiver well luted, and then fubminifter Fire for 
Diftillation •, a certain moll fubtile volatile Spirit will 
afeend, in which the 9 of Antimony is latent: Which, 
in a Solution of G may be precipitated, edulcorated, 
dryed, and then proved and fixed, as above we taught 
of the Mercury of Vitriol. Anttmony'jcWds much more 
9, than Vitriol and it is alfo made more eafily than 
it -, and therefore to be preferred far before it •, but 
efpecially, becaufe the Ancient Philofophers did for 
the mod part ufe this 9 of Antimony, for preparing 
their Tincture. 

Note : If any onedtfire a more excellent VofVitricl, 
than That above deferibed by Usi he, inftead of the 
Lixivium of Antimony, may ufe a Lixivium of Salt of 
Tartar, and thence extra# Mercury by the help of Oyl 
of Vitriol \ fo he will have fome thing more excellent, 
than can be made of a Common Lixiuium. 

The way cf Preparing cut cf $ and 2 a tinging Mer¬ 
cury, by the help of Refufcitative Salts only, with- 
cut any Corrofves. 

Among all Refufcitative Salts, Tartar obtains the 
principal place i the next to which is Salt of Vrine, 
which is no other, than fuch a Volatile Tartar as paf- 
feth into this kind of Salt, from Wine, Beer, Bread 
and other Foods taken into the humane Body. Almoft 
of the fame kind, is the Soot of Chimneys, being the 
Volatile Salt of Wood. Alfo a like Volatile Salt you 
fliall find in Blood, Hairs, Horns and Hoofs of Ani¬ 
mals. Even fo, almoft a like Salarmoniack is prepa¬ 
red of Blood, Urine ?.nd Soot. In like manner, in 
Eggfhds is infited an efficacious Refufcitative Salt. 
Thefe and the like Saks are endued with a Virtue con¬ 
verting Metals into Mercury , after they are dilTblved. 
For volatile Saits are not fo efficacious, as to diffolve 
Metals : Yet Tartar is endued with fo great Power,as 


it can diffolve fome Metals ealie to be diffolved, as S, 

2 and 1, and thence may the Mercury be extracted by 
Distillation ■, efpecially if a little Kitchin Salt be added, 
or ( which is more conducent ) Salarmoniack, to com¬ 
fort it. Alfo inftead of S and 5?, common Vitriol on¬ 
ly may be ufed and thence Mercury diflilled by the 
help of volatile Salts. 

Now fellows the Procefs. 

Pt ife vj. Of Vitriol , to which, dilfol'ved in Urine, 
add of Salarmoniack. lb ). Crude Tartar ib ij. Salt of 
Tartar ft. iiij. Dillil from thefe, in a llrong Glafs 
Body, a fubtile Mercurial Water •, which, according to 
the Method preferibed, may be made Corporeal, and 
with Gold be fixed into a Tincture. This way of 
proceeding is very eafie, and of little Charge ; fo as 
it will fully facisfie the defire of thofe, who are con¬ 
tented with fo much only, as may be acquired by the 
benefit of Glafs Bodies. But thofe, whofe greedy de¬ 
fire cannot be fatisfied with little , may diftill this 
Mixture in aBrafs or Copper Veftca , untill they have 
quantity enough to fuffice them : Yet with this Cau¬ 
tion, that they ufe no Atembick , or Refrigeratory made 
of Copper, but of Lead, or ( which is better) of Tint; 
and that becaufe our Mercurial Water eafily corrodes 
the Copper,and thence contrails to it felf a Greennefs: 
But in b or V- doth not fo. But if any one refufeth 
to be at the Charge of a Tin Refrigeratory, he may ufe 
his Copper VefTels. For although the Spirit corrodes 
the Copper, and contrails a blewifh Colour, yet this 
Colour in Rectifying abides in the bottom, and the 9 
is nothing the worfe. Indeed,this way a greater quan¬ 
tity is acquired, than needs j unlefs the Operator be 
more greedy than a Wolf. But it is not the part of a 
good Philosopher, to covet more than is needful. If 
any one be defirous to prepare an abundance of Mer¬ 
curial Water, either by fome fuch way as this, or by 
another certain Mixture of Salts, him we have now, as 
it were, led by the hand, through Proceffes more diffi¬ 
cult, to proceed in thefe. For Tartar alone will be 
fufficient for fuch an Ufe. What feek you ? The Feces 
of Wine burnt will do the fame * fo as the Lover of 
Art, with almoft no other Trouble and Charge,may ex¬ 
tra# the Mercury of Metals by Refufcitative Salts. 

■ The way of Preparing Mercury out of Metals and Mi¬ 
nerals, by the benefit of Tartar only, without any 
other Salts. 

R;. Filings of Steel Ifc j- Tartar lb ij. Common Wa¬ 
ter Ibx.v. If by llrong boyling by Alembick. in Sand, 
you diftil thence all the Water the Tartar in that 
boyling difTolves the $ , and fo will Volatilize the 
Mercury fet at Liberty, in fuch wife, as it will afeend 
with the Water, like a fubtile'Spirit s which, (concen¬ 
trated and made fit by Re#ification ) cither by a So¬ 
lution of G, or by fome other, contrary Acidity, is 
rendred Corporeal , according to the Method above 
(hewed. If any one, to as much 1 artar as he hath, 
take half fo much Salarmoniack , the Tartar fo much the 
more readily preys upon the 9, alfo much more Mer¬ 
cury iffueih thence, than by Tartar only. 

Note ; But lince this way, in one Diftillation, but 
little Mercury afeends, fuch an Operation may be per¬ 
formed in a large Vefica ■, yet with this Caution, viz. 
that the Alembeik. and Refrigeratory be not made ot 
Copper, but of Tin or Lead. This way of Operating 
by a Vefica will be of great ufe, efpecially for fuch co¬ 
vetous Men, as cannot be content with few things •, 
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i but always labour with the perpetual Poverty of an 
unfatiable Spirit*, although, they more than ft.ffci 
ently abound with the fulncfs ot all clef ircablc things. 
For he is only Rich, who is always content with his 
prefent Fortune. 

The rt\iy of Preparing Mercury of Saturn, by Tar¬ 
tar only . 

R. One or two IK of the Rafpings or Filings of 
Saturn , upon which pour fifteen, or twenty lb. of 
flrong Vinegar ot Wine, and mix therewith a little 
pulverized Tartar. But the Viiicgat perfe fhould be im¬ 
pregnated with no fmall quantity of Tartar. Which 
Tartar^ if you difiil with the Mixture, the Phlegm in 
Diftillation carries over with it felf a fubtile Mercu¬ 
rial Spirit ^ which mu ft be feparated from the Phlegm, 
in manner as we above taught. The Solution oi l 
will remain in the bottom, 1 hence alfo, by the help 
of Salt of Tartar^ y may be extracted by Retort*, yet 
it is not fo good as the other, which afeended in the 
form of a fubtile Spirit. 

The ?ray of Preparing Mercury of Antimony, by the 
help of Tartar only . 

R. Some rounds of ftrong Anumonial Red Lixivi¬ 
um , (made of Antimony duly, decrepitate and melted 
withT.fr/jr and Nitre ) which put into a Glafs Body 
fet in Sand, as we above taught, in treating of the 
Fixation of £ : Afterward, through the Tunnel, Ici- 
furely and at times, pour upon the Lhixiitm mod 
ftrong Wine Vinegar, until both ( viz . the Lixivium 
and Vinegar) ccafe to Aft upon each other. This 
being done, if by Diftillation you feparatc all the Hu¬ 
midity, the Sulphureous Spirit of Antimony, will afeend 
in the form of a fubtil Spirit, fmelling Y\ke Sulphur : 
Which after Rectification, either with a Solution of 
3) or 0, becomes Corporeal, and fo habile, as it may 
be converted into a fixed Tinfture. 

The Method of Di filling a tinging Mercurial Spirit 
from Metals another way. 

We above (hewed, that from Metals moft firmly 
compact, a tinging £ and £ could not be extracted, 
unlefs the Metals be firlt diffolved, or mortified *, and 
that in fuch Mortification, there is a Spirit fo apt to 
be affociated, as, in the very hour of Mortification, it 
lays hold of, and carries up with it felf, the afeending 
Spirit, or Soul of Metals. Yet among all, pure Spi¬ 
rit of W r ine well dephlegmated, I judge beft^ becaufe 
in abftraftion it carries over with it felf the moft pure 
and 9 of Metals, and leaves the Grofs dead Body 
behind in the bottom \ fo as, fuch Mercury , as you 
(hall draw forth in diftilling by Spirit of Wine, will be 
much purer, and more Virtuous in Tinging, than the 
other, which you diftil off by common Water only* 
and that for this efpecially, viz. bccaufc this Spirit, 
which is extracted by Spirit of Wine, from more 
pure is rendred molt pure by Rectification. Which is 
a thing impoffible to be effected, where the Sulphu¬ 
reous o of Metals (hall afeend by the help of common 
Water *, becaufe then the Water only, in Rectification, 
is diftillcd off, but the ^ remains in the bottom, in 
form of a Red Powder : And the other, which is fub- 
limed by Spirit of Wine, and afterward by Rectifi¬ 
cation fubrilized to an higher degree, apd meliorated in 
irs tinging Virtue, is not only in Medicine, but alfo in 
the Melioration of Metals, Gems, and the more ; gno- 


ble precious Stones, an hundred fold more efncacioufly 
conduccnt to tinge them to a Conftancy, than the for- 
, mcr, which, in diftilling, afeends by Water only \ and 
by Rectification cannot be exalted, or multiplyed in 
its Virtue, fo well as the other, made by Spirit of Wine. 
That Sulphureous which afeends by help of Spirit 
of Wine, is endued with fo fubtil and penetrative 
Power, as to it in the Vcffcl is given fuch Ingrefs, by 
which Metals and Gems are tinged with a more con* 
ftant and durable Red, or Yellow Colour, than can be 
annihilated or impaired by any Corrofive Waters, or 
by the violence of Fire i cfpccially if it be diftilled 
from apt tinging Subjefts, as the Vitriol of $ and 
or from Antimony . Of which I fuppofe enough is 
now fpoken. 

Therefore, if any one be defirous of knowing more 
touching this Matter, him ( for his further and more 
clear Information of the fame) 1 refer to the Seventh 
* ’art of our Spagyricl^Pharmacopeea j where he will find* 
we'have prolixly taught, touching the extraftion of 
Tinftures, from Red Corals, and other tinging Sub¬ 
jects. 

Tloe way of making good Mercury of Saturn and 
Luna. 

R. Of T?, or D, ibj. which, diffolved in Aqua 
Fortify precipitate with Salt-water, edulcorate the Calx 
with Sweet-water, and dry it. When dryed, mix with 
it a fourth part of our fixed unto VVhitencfs. Di¬ 
ftil from the Mixture in a coated Retort its 9 with 
ftrong Fire^ which notwithftanding will not be living 
Q, but, in the form of a Sublimate, will adhere to the 
Neck of the Retort, in weight heavy, and to theTafte 
of the Tongue very (harp. Indeed there will not 
be fo great a quantity of it, as fome may defire, yet it 
is worthy of the higheft Eftimation- For in a Cold 
Cellar it is eafily diffolved, and becomes a ftrong Mer¬ 
curial Water, which diffolves all Metals. This Water 
prepared of h joyns it felf ( with an incredible Love) 
with the Soul of $ *, and fuffers it felf to be fixed 
with it into Tinfture } This Water prepared of 3> 
readily diffolves Gold, and with it paffeth into Tin¬ 
fture. The Reafon, why, I in Diftillation, mix fixed 
£ with the h or D, is this : Since both thefe Sub¬ 
jefts, precipitated, as we above mention with Salt¬ 
water, are very fufile and penetrating, eafily melt to¬ 
gether into one, and in Diftillation yeild no O. Nor 
can Sand or Earth prevent this Fluxion. Wherefore, 
I could find nothing more conducive, than our white 
fixed Sulphur . 

The way of Preparing Mercury of Jupiter. 

Jupiter gives forth from it felf, a moft excellent 
Mercury , in form of a fubtil Spirit *, which, above all 
other Mercuries, is moft earnefily beloved andattrafted 
by Gold For if but a very fmall quantity of it be put 
into any Solution of Gold, it in a moment draws to 
it felf all the Gold from the (harp Aqua Regis, and to¬ 
gether with it fettles to the bottom,like a purple Pow¬ 
der. This is the heft Precipitation of < , when }on 
(hall extraft it with Aqua Regis from Sand and Stones : 
Becaufe, by this Precipitation, the Aqua Regis may be 
ufed again for extracting u from Sand and Stones, as 
\ou may more amply read in our Seventh Part of the 
Profperity of Germany , where we have plainly writ 
touching this kind of Extraftion. But in another man¬ 
ner, may be prepared as powerful a Mercurial Wate* 
from all Metals, by the help of my Secret Sal Armo , 
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which, by Pacecelfus and Helmont , is called the 
Liquor Alcahe/ls touching which, I have largely trea¬ 
ted in the Seventh Part cf my Spagyncl^Pbarmacopta, 
where he who loves fo great Gifts of G O D, may 
fatisfie his Appetite to the full. 

Behold , I prefent thee another way, by which, wit l out 
any Charge cr Expertfe cf AJoney , you way eafily 
prepare as much of the Philofophick 0 , as you will* 

1 would not have you to fuppofe, I hree infert this fo 
Oinking a Proccfs, to the end you fhould follow this, 
rather than the before-mentioned > but I add this, that 
the common fort cf Men, fimple and poor, may fee, 
that they may, by fuch a Method as this, fupprefs their 
Poverty, and attain to the Acquifirion of fo nob’e an 
universal Medicine , as well as any orher of the great 
and mighty Men of the World, by their ample For¬ 
tunes. 

Whofoever is but a little ^killed in Chymiflry , well 
knows, that every £ and 5 arife from one only Ori¬ 
ginal *, and that the Sulphur in Herbs, and alfo that in 
Animals, is of no lefs Virtue, than the other in Me- 
cals. Fixation only excepted. For as this in Metals is 
found more fixed than that in Minerals, fo the Mine¬ 
ral £ is more fixed than the Animal, and Vegetable 
The fame is to be judged of Mercury . But that we 
may wander no further, but return again to our Pur- 
pole, and clearly preferibe the Method of Preparing 
an ttniverfal Medicine , cf Humane Vrine and Dung, I 
will very briefly difeover the Procefs in thefe follow¬ 
ing Words. 

R. A good quantity of humane Dung and Urine, 
collcded in fome capacious VcfTel, and ( after they 
have flood together about a Month , and when the 
Salt (hall be exactly united with the Sulphur, and Mer- 
cury by Fermentation) from thence, by an Alembic ^ in 
Balneo , diftil the Mercurial Sulphureous Spirit i which 
indeed will be very fubtil, but fmell ftrong. Yet af¬ 
ter Rectification, as we have taught, it may be con- 
joyned with a Solution of Gold, and, by moderate 
heat, be gradually fixed into an univerfal Medicine , for 
Humane and Mctallick Bodies. 

Note : The aforefaid Stink vanilheth fo foon as the 
'Aqua Regis hath Accefs. Wherefore, thofe Philofo 
phers,who have laboured in Matters of evil and ftrong 
Smells, did always fpeak of fuffbeating their vene 
mous Dragon in Stygian Waters. But among all Phi- 
lofophers, that ever I read, I find no Man more ex¬ 
cellently to have writ, touching this matter, than the 
Thilofopher Neufementius, in a certain fmall Treatife of 
his , intituled, Of the Salt and Spirit of the World } 
where he fo explains the Table of Hermes , as he ren¬ 
ders it moft worthy to be Read j bccaufe he hath fo very 
prolixly, and largely, with exquifit ftudy and diligence, 
explained all things whatfoever, the laudable Hermes , 
in very few Words, left to Pofterity in his Smaragdine 
Table. 
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A Lthough I have, in this fmall Trad, fo largely 
and clearly treated of Preparing the Mercury of 
PhPofophers, as it feems altogether needlefs to trou¬ 
ble the Reader, with a further Paraphrafe > fince from 
him, I have not concealed any Methods of manual 


Operation, but have fo revealed all tilings necdTary 
ro be known, as he ( who, only feeking the bare Let¬ 
ter o^ the prefciibed Method, knows not how to ela¬ 
borate his own intended Work) may rather be ac¬ 
counted a Man of a dull Capacity, than a Chymical 
Operator: Yet fince untoall infariable Sons of Avarice, 
according ro this my Dfecription. rhere feems to be 
too fmall a part oi Mercury exrraded, I (for the fake 
of thofe alfo) will demonftrate yet anorher Method, 
ay which they may obtain a larger quantity of good 
tinging 9 , than from Metals can be gained. But firlt 
it is required, that every one, who will exercife him- 
felfin this kind of Labour, ftjould fhew bimfelf a di- 
igent Operator,fnunning no Pains; Know, that Vul¬ 
gar Mercury may eafily be fo prepared by Art, as to 
be as much conducent for Tinging, as the Mercury 
of Metals. Yet they mull firff procure Tindure to 
it, by tinging Metals, as by <?, V and Antimony. For, 
of its own proper Nature, it hath no Tindure at all 
in it felt •, but it muft necelfarily receive the fame 
from other Metals, ( in which GOD and Nature co¬ 
operating have infited it) before it, can exercife 
the Power and Faculty of Tinging. Put which way 
fuch a Tindure may commodioufly be taken.and acqui¬ 
red from certain Stones tinged byNature,or from certain 
xMetallick, and Mineral Subjeds, hath been by me, i n 
various places of my Writings, fo frequently mentio¬ 
ned, as I judge it not necelfary to Difeourfe further 
thereabout in this place. But here, I will freely ex- 
pofe to publick view the way of Preparing vulgar £ 
fo, as it may be able to extra# Tindures from Me¬ 
tals, Minerals'and Stones. 

Common Mercury Ifej. Which as foon as you 
have diffblved in Aqua Forns , mortifie the Aqua For - 
tis by pouring nn Spirit of Vrine , and when you 
(hall by'Retort, in hot Sand, have abftradcd thence 
all the unprofitable Water, and adminiftred aftronger 
Fire, the Mercury will fublime it felf in the Neck of 
the Retort, white in Colour, but difeovering no lin¬ 
gular Acrimony upon the Tongue. Such a fublimate 
as this, is eafily dilfolved by help of common Water. 
This Mercurial Water is endued with a power of 
extrading Tindures from Metals, Gems, and other 
more ignoble Stones. In which very Work, even 
Proferpina, the Wife of Pluto , will fcarce elaborate any 
thing more excellent: Therefore, when this § hath 
drawn fo much Blood from the Red Lyon , as it no 
longer remains White, but becomes totally Red } then 
indeed it hath acquired the Melioration of one higher 
degree} but as yet, it is able to work no Miracles in 
Tinging. Now, that it may be exalted to fo great 
Perfection, as to be admirably efficacious in Tianfmu- 
tation this Red Mercury muff again be vivified, and 
again ( as we taught above) mortified} and if tin's 
Labour be repeated feven, nine, or twelve times, it 
will be fufliciently impregnated with Tindure. This 
being done, you have nothing elfe to do, but to fix 
this tinging Mercury into a fufile Red Stone, which 
will thenceforth perform the fame ( yea perhaps more ) 
in the Tranfmutation of Metals, than the Mercury of 
Metals it felf. 

Although, I have here revealed the Melioration of 
common Mercury * yet, I am fully pcrfuaded,mo Man 
will readily fet himfclf about its Preparation, nor ad¬ 
venture, by Tryal, to experience the truth of this. 
For commonly, every good thing is difefteemed, if it 
want external Splendor. Some years ago, I did car- 
neftly, and highly commend ro foinc of my moll loving 
Friends, the Exaltation of common Mercury , yet no 
one of them took fo much notice thereof, as ever to 
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fet his hand to the Work. Wherefore no Man needs 
to fear, that Art will be made too common, although 
1 had publifhed the fame , deferibed even with a 
Solar Ray . Indeed, I intended to have divulged 
more* touching fucli fublimate Mercury , as may be 
diflblved with common Water, viz. how many other 
famous Works may be performed with it, befidcsthe 
Tranfmutation of Metals •, but for brevity fake, I here 
defid at prefent: Yet after a little while, (if GOD 


permit) I will elfewhere treat of the fame. In the 
mcan time, let the loving Reader kindly accept of 
thefe : For hence he may beatfured of the poffibility 
of exalting common 9 fo far, as to be equal in Vir¬ 
tue to the Mercury of Metals : In which Afllrtion 
every fludious Artirt may fafely confide, and perfuade 
himfelf, that I here give no other Tcflimony, than 
I have learned by my own Experience often¬ 
times. 


OF THE 

Salt of PHILOSOPHERS. 

How, and whence, That is Prepared, and of what ufe It is in Medicine 
and Chymifhy. 


T Hofe our venerable Anccftors, the ancient 
Philofophers, have indeed copioufiy writ¬ 
ten many things , touching this Third 
Part of the Principle of Metals, viz. Salt; 
Yet fo very obfeurely, as it is almoft impoliible for 
a Man to learn thence, Fundamentally, any thing of 
moment : Yea, I might fay, it hath happened to 
very few , to know how , to prepare the Salt of 
Thihfophers , but on the contrary, fix hundred have 
ruined themfelves , and loft all their Fortunes in la¬ 
bouring thereabout. After, I alfo had, for fome years 
together, expended great Labour and Coft , befides 
what I fpent in acquiring both the other Principles, 
ziz. Sulphur and Mercury, ( which were underftood by 
me, about two years fince ) it pleafed the moft wife 
G O D at length, alfo to reveal to me this moft fa¬ 
mous Salt. Wherefore, I could not refrain from com¬ 
municating fome thing of it to Pofterity,for the Glory 
of my G O D, and for divulging his wonderous 
Works, not doubting, but that this my Revelation 
may be of great Concern , to open the Ryes of this 
blind World. Becaufe, they may be helped by fuch 
a Salt, of which, fo incredible Works may be prepa¬ 
red, as I am now about to write, and are already 
fufficiently known to me. 

I can unto every Man fafely, furely and truly affirm, 
that whatfoever I here write, are not the idle Dreams 
of a vain Man , nor patched together out of other 
Books, but true and folid Experiments, which J my 
felf,with the help of thefe my hands, have found out. 
Indeed, I do not here fay, that I could give no cre¬ 
dit at all to him, who no long time before difeovered 
fomething to me, touching fuch Arcanum's \ but I 
thought his Words intimated Paradoxes and ImpoiTi- 
bidtics i although I had read Philofophers, who wiit: 
He that hath the Salt of Metals, bath ihe Stone of Phi- 
loffphers . 1 alfo well know, that the Salts of Metals, 

according as they been hitherto every where frau 
dulently prefented by Pfeudf-Cbymijis, having no folid 
Foundation, do not indeed deferve the name of Sales} 
being no other, than fuch ‘Lvriclt , as by the fharp 
Spirits of Salts, are prepared of Metals > and are not 
at all efficacious to meliorate any of the more vile 
Metals. On the contrary , we certainly know, that 


our more true Salts do fo amend all imperfeft Me¬ 
tals, as great and gainful Fruit may be reaped thence, 
as by the following fhall be clearly made appear. But 
before we write any thing of the Ufe, of this Royal 
Salt, it will be worth while to premife fomething 
briefly,and truly,touching the Preparation of the fame. 

Of the Prcparation of the Salt of Philofophers. 

Now, that I may, without any wandring Ambages, 
deferibe the Method of Preparing this Ssrit, which is 
incomparable and Royal, know in very deed, that 
this Salt is no other, than common (but rightly pre¬ 
pared ) Oyl of Vitriol, Coagulated by white fufible 
Sulphur into a fweet Salt, which impreifeth not on 
the Tongue, the leaft Saline favour * but rather feems 
ro be a Stone than Salt, although fufible, like any other 
liquid Salt. Eut how that Oyl of Vitriof or Univer- 
fal Acidity, may be changed into fuch a wonderful 
Stone, not Corrofive, I purpofe not to divulge. It 
is enough for me poficivcly to affirm, it may be done. 

Whofoever defircs to know more of it, let him im¬ 
plore the help of GOD, and perufe the Writings of 
Philofophers, that if he be worthy of thisdivine Gift, 
he may be helped \ if he be not worthy, I cannot 
help him. For as I acquired that, not without pray¬ 
ing and feeking *, foalfo, mull: every other Man refolve 
to do : Bccaufe, no Man (hall ever get more out of 
me, than what 1 here have willingly difeovered for 
publick Good. Now follows 

7l:c wcredible Virtue and Efficacy, •which this wonder¬ 
ful Salt man if efts in Preparation of Tintlures, for 
exalthtfr all Metals a?td Alinerals to the terfeffioti 
of Gold . r 

Although it is before faid, that Salt, or the Stone 
of Philofophers, is only prepared of Acid Vitriol • yet 
I thought it neceflary alfo, here to publiffi, that Oyl 
of Vitriol may be prepared divers ways, fo as one or an¬ 
other may prepare it this way or that way, as he plea- 
ftih. for the common and vulgarly known Oyl of 
Vitriol, fufttrs it ftlf (by the help of Sulphur ) to be 
eafily tranfmwted into a Sweet Stone ; Bccaufe Sul- 
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phur alone is endued with Power of edulcorating all 
Corrofives, and of Coagulating them into fuch a 
Stone, or Salt, by the benefit of which, VI onders may 
be done, both in Medicine and ALhymy. Fhilofcphers 
do indeed perfuade us, that, out of Vitriol, an Oyl of 
a Blood-Red-Colour may be extracted by Art, with 
which, White Metals may be tinged into Pved ; But 
the way of Preparing this, they deferibed not. 
This is that, which is moft ftudioufly fought by the 
Adorers of the Chymical Art, but hath hitherto been 
found by very few ’, and therefore is generally thought, 
by almoft all Inquifitors, to be impoilible, whatfoever 
Philofophers have wiit thereabout, and how clearly, 
and plainly foever deferibed it. Bafil Valentine doth, 
with Paracelfus, call this our Oyl of Vitriol tinged with 
a Red Colour, the Blood of the Green Lyon ^ but Bra- 
ctftts , the Wood, or Tree of Life \ Vtrgil, a Bough, 
or Branch,plucked by profrpina 7 s help from the concea¬ 
led Tree : Alfo, Ovid ufeth divers other Exprcilions, 
in the Defcription of this Tinfture. 

This Red Oyl fuffersit fclf to be Coagulated into a 
Stone, not Coirofive,as well as the Common Oyl ’. But 
this Coagulate is totally Red, and the other is White 
only. Therefore, there is a necefficy, that the diffe¬ 
rence of both be known. For of both thefe, what the 
White is able to do, the Red cannot do:, and what the 
Red can effeft, is irr poffible to be performed by the 
White. That Red Oyl tingeth white Mctallick Bo¬ 
dies into Gold, and fo tingeth white Chryftals into 
Gems of all kind of Colours, ( according to the Ope¬ 
rators Fleafure) as, in Elegancy, they become alto¬ 
gether like to the Native. But the White tingeth not, 
becaufe it fclf wanteth Tindure, which notwithstan¬ 
ding may be procured to it: Yet it extrads the Tin- 
durcs from all precious, and more ignoble Stones, and 
by them is fo tinged, as it is, thenceforth able to tinge 
white Metals into Gold, and white Chryftal into beau¬ 
tiful Stones of every Colour, and that with as excellent 
Splendor, as their Brother, the Ruby, enjoys. In a 
Word, our Salt of Metals, or Stone of Philofophers 
alone, and perfe, is fo great a particular Ruler through¬ 
out the whole Kingdom of Chymiflry, as;by amending,it 
tranfmutes all imperfed Metals into Gold, and com¬ 
mon Stone- into precious: Yet unto it, is denied In- 
gre's into Vulgar But the fixed £ of Metals will 
abundantly perform that > as is before abovemcn- 
tioned. Now, as touching this Mercury , which thofe 
imperfed Metals, w's. b y. $ and ?, contain in them 
{elves, our Sulphur is fo very fit for tinging that, as, for 
that purpofe, there is no need of other help. There¬ 
fore it is moft certain^ that the Salt of Metals obtains 
Priority in the Chymical Laboratory . One thing I am 
freely willing to dhcover, viz. this : If any one would 
take away the fixed Tindure, or tinging Soul from 
precious Stones, as Granates , Rubies, Sapbires , Lazttre 
Scones, and other common Stones, and add to them 
alfo, a final! part of pure Silver, our Magnetick Salt 
will extrad the Tindure from the Stone, and at the 
fame moment, in whith it extrads the fame, incorpo¬ 
rate the added Silver, with the Tindure, and tinge 
the fame into Gold : So, as it will a fled a Man with 
admiration to fee, that in one and the fame Subjed, 
fhould be both an attiadive. and expullive Virtue. 
Perhaps hence, that moft ancient Philofopher Pythago¬ 
ras drew his Opinion:, for he believed fuch aTranf- 
migrarion,and rang! t,that the Soul, as foon as it paffed 
out of the mortal Body of Man, it entred into feme 
other near adjoyning Sub)ed,and there inhabit’d. Indeed 
they, that labour in Metals and Stones, do find fuch 
aProcefs } but with the Soul breathing out of the Bo¬ 


dy of Man, the matter is far othenvife. For 1 ere 
Bodies are not required, but Spirits* which at the 
hour of Death receive the Souls of dying Men, and 
convey them to Places by GOD appointed. Accor¬ 
ding as the Man hath lived, cither Well or 111, fo 
thofe Spirits will aft at the end of Life, each accor¬ 
ding to their Office:, fo as, the Souls of pious Men 
ffiall be received by Spirits of Light } but impious 
Souls, by the Spirits of infernal darknefs. In the 
Mortification of Metals and Minerals, Philofophers 
alfo want not their peculiar Spirits, which receive 
and tranfport the flying Souls of Metals and Mine¬ 
rals. Touching which Tranfportation of Souls, we 
* Tran r rna ^ c f° me motion above , where we 
duPUon. rrearcc * of Fixation of Metals. Alfo 
* this Traduftion was highly efteemed 
by ancient Philofophers, efpecially by Neufemetttius, 
who faid : By this Powers viz. By the Spirit and Salt 
of the World , rvc deliver the Souls of the Dead from 
the Prifon of Hell . Therefore, whofoever (ball be well 
Skilled in this kind of operating, he will be able to 
do Wonders in this Chymical Kingdom of Metals. 
For if you add the Spirit and Salt of the World to 
any Metal diffolved, and by Retort diftil the Mixture, 
they will carryover with themfelves, the moft pure 
part of the Metal, viz. its tinging Soul, and leave no* 
thing behind in Hell with Pluto, but the grofs and 
unprofitable Body. Wherefore, whofoever can-right- 
ly feparate that tranfduced tinging Spirit of Metals, 
from the Spirit of the World, he will abfolutely be 
poffeffed of a fixed Tindure: Becaufe, that ftrong 
tranfporting Spirit doth alfo fix the volatile Sou! of 
Metals, and render it conftant in Fire. And, although 
that Subjcd was moft volatile, from which the Tin- 
(Sure was diftillcd by the Salt of the World, as by one 
only Diflillation from common Sulphur , Auripigment y 
Cinnabarine Sulphur , and the like > yet you will ac¬ 
quire a Tindure, conftant in all Fire, not only for 
Humane and Metallick Bodies, but alfo for Gems; 
So very potent Virtue is latent, in thefe abjeft Sub- 
jeds, and in the Spirit and Salt of the World, rejed- 
ed by the great Troop of proud Men. But the Me¬ 
thod of uling fuch Pearls legitimately, for theTranf- 
duftion of Metals, had need to be Sealed up with the 
Seal of the laudable Philofopher Harpocrates , left fo 
great a Treafure be call under the Feet of fordid 
Swine. Touching a like Compendium of fixing Vo¬ 
latile Metals, and Minerals, we (GOD willing) 
purpofe hereafter to teach more at large. 

Now, we having generally underftood, what our 
Salt of Philofophers is able to perform in the Tranf- 
mutation of Metals, I judge it not amifs, to difeover ; 
how great, profitable and powerful Faculties, it is alfo 
endued with,even befides the Tranfmntation of Me¬ 
tals. But here, by the way it is to be underftood, that 
our Salt of Philofophers is infignized with many other 
Names, which ancient Philofophers impofed on it, 
not without pregnant Rcafons. For, according as they 
beheld the various Wonders they were able to per¬ 
form by the help of that } fo they alfo gave Names 
unto it j fometime$,they called it the Soap of the IP tfe-, 
another time, Hercules % or the Herculean Key \ fome- 
times, the Key of the Philofophers j &c. and all this by 
rcafon of its exceeding great Potency and Virtue, where¬ 
by it always rendred it fclf worthy of one or other 
of thefe Names. Why did they call it, the Scat) of the 
Wife ? Becaufe it renders thofe Metallick Bodies , 
which are waftied with it, moft purely white. Indeed 
Wafhcr-women have their So3p made of Oyl and 
Lixivium, with which they wafh filthy Garments unto 
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Whitcnefs. Leatber-Vreff rs ufc 'a kind ct So 2 p to 
cleanfe their Skins from all In purities. Alfo, l tillers 
have their clcanling Earth, with which they well know, 
how to purifie their fullied Cloaths. Nor do Apoths- 
caries life their Herbs for Medicaments, before they 
have wafhed them in clean Water. So alfo, common 
Chymifts fo long wafh impure Metals , by dulcified 
Corrofives, til! they pafs into v and ?. But moll ex¬ 
perienced Philofophers wafh Gold, until it becomes 
Tindure. Hence is that kind of Soap, which they 
ufc for wafhing, called the Soaped the Wife. 

But fome may objed, faying : I contradid: my felf > 
becaufe a little before, I faid, Gold and Silver were 
Hnmogeneafand did not at all participate of Heteroge- 
niery. To whom I anfwer. I confefs, I did fay fo, yet 
I would be underilood, to fpeak fo with reference to 
tliofc common and known \\ a ters, with which, othar- 
wife Chymifls do generally work upon their Metals, 
diffolve them, feparate them one from another, and 
wafh them. Becaufe on Gold and Silver no change 
falls, but they always remain in one and the fame 
Effence , according as they are progenited by Na 
ture, therefore, I faid fo. And the Reafon, why it 
is thus, is, becaufe Aqua Regis 1 Aqua Fortu, Spirit of 
^Vitriol , or other Corrofive Waters, are not true Keys, 
-endued with the Virtue of penetrating into the heart of 
Gold, or of opening the moft firm Clofure of the 
King. For although they do very much corrode Me¬ 
tals, and diffolve them, yet every Metal remains in 
its Effence, without any Separation of parts. But on 
the contrary, our hlcnftruum is a fweet Key, far more 
eonducible , and better than Corrofive Spirits t and 
therefore, by Philofophers is not undefervedly called, 
tbs Key of Philofophers . For there is nothing fo clo- 
fed, but this can open it. Our Royal or Capital Key 
is a Corporeal Spirit , or a Spiritual Body , which, with¬ 
out any injury to it felf, paffeth not only through Me¬ 
tals, but alfo thiough the hardeft Gems, and extrads 
the fixed Tindure of them, leaving their Bodies 
white v which exceeded my comprehenfion, the firft 
time I behetd it with my Eyes. 

Therefore* as this Spirit is endued with Power of 
extracting Tindure, even from any of the hardeft 
Adamantine Stones:, fo, it is alfo able to introduce 
Tindures into the moft hard Stones *, and that by rea- 
fon of its penetrative Power. Our principal Key is 
that Hercules , which cut off the feven Heads of the 
immenfe Hydra . By fuch an Herculean fortitude, Per - 
feusy the Son of beautiful Vanae , fuffocated the ftrong 
unfatiable Whale or Sea Beaft, and freed fair Andro¬ 
meda, whom he took to Wife. Whofoever defires to 
know more of thefe, let him perufe Ovid , in vvhofe 
Metamorphofis he may find our Key of Philofophers 
accurately deferibed. Yet his Words can be underftood 
only by thofe, to whom the Art is already known ; 
Ocherwife, it will be impoflible, from Fables, to extra# 
the fufficient knowledge thereof. It is GOD only, 
that gives light to underftand ablhufe thingsnamely, 
to thofe, who fear, love and adore him : More of 
which, you may find among pious Heathens, than a- 
mong the Slanderous Malignant, falfe, Chriftians of 
this time. 

This Fable of Ovid , I explained before fome of my 
intimate Friends , and beiides, before them (hewed 
the Impregnation of Vanae , by Jupiters Golden Shower : 
Yet they gave no credit to this Demonftration, be¬ 
caufe the thing feemed fo vile. Would you hear it ? 

I fet a narrow-mouthed Glafs Body, with a flat bot¬ 
tom, upon a Table, and from above through the fmall 
mouthy I poured Vanaey King Acrifus his beaucilMl 


t Old. 

bear, in. 


Daughter, into the Clamor lower; rfcn, by the 
Count'd and help of Joys, Toured a Golden fnower, 
which (through the Knot that is, thiough the fnnll 
mouth of the Glafs) 1 init.lkd do^n, into the Bdom 
ot the afoufaid Darjc , which fhc fpontaneoufly re¬ 
ceived, ami was thereby impregnated, and quickly 
brought forth her Son Per feta , who afterward, car¬ 
ried upon the winged Horfe Pegafus , fudd.r’y helped 
the fair Andromeda. and, treeing her from the jaws of 
the Sea Mcnlhr, took her to Vv ifc. Afterward,he flew 
! the ftrong and unconqucrcJ GorgonSy and go: the 
t Golden Garden*. If any one looks upon 
this Fable, with the right Eye of his under- 
ftanding, he will find, that 0 id hath P 1 clear¬ 
ly and pcrfpicuoufly deftribed our Hercules, or Fhi- 
\ lofophcrs Key of Keys* that every one, having know¬ 
ledge of our Work, in reading this mult neccffarily 
be amazed, to fee the whole Art fo evidently deed¬ 
ed, and as it were expofed to fight. But its being 
difeerned and underfiood by fo few, muft be aferibed 
to the defied of their internal Sight, and the darknefs 
of their Sins, in which they have involved chcmf-lves, 
and are ftill refolved to abide in. Therefore GOD, 
according to his Juftice, dcfervedly permits fuch Slaves 
of Avarice and Pride to flick in perpetual Blindnefs, 
to gr< pe for, and in vain feek, the way of cfcaping 
thofe Evils. For here, the hard is Sofcned, the fofc 
is Hardned, the fixed Volatilized, the Volatile fixed, 
the Bicrer Corrofive dulcified , but the fweet Con¬ 
verted into a Key, opening all compad Enclofures. 
More touching fo great a Myftcry, I fhall not ac this 
time relate. But, to whomfoever GOD fhall grant this 
principal Univerlal Key, he n ay, according to his Hearts 
defire, go whither he will, nothing can be able to re¬ 
fill him : For which fo great Benefit we owe thanks 
and Praife to the moft wife GOD, for ever, Amen. 

Alfo Virgil , in a few Heroic k IVords , evidently e- 
nough describes the way of preparing our Red Oyl 
of Vitriol . Therefore I thought if worth while to in- 
fert his Words alfo, that he, to whom GOD fhall 
give the Blclling, may the better underftand the occult 
meaning of the Poet. 


Conftder fir(l, what here if to be done . 

A Golden Branch , with Leaves of Gold thereon , 
Vpon a Tree concealed groweib . This 

To the infernal Juno facred if: 

But the whole Grove , with dfnal (hades of Nighty 
Obfcure and keep the fame from Humane fght. 

And till fome one fhalltakg down from the Tree 
This Golden Branch, there can no Entrance be 
Into Earths Caverns . Beauteous Proferpine 
Ordained hath, that this rare Gift divine 
Shall brought be unto her . No fooncr if 
The firjl Branch cropt, but in the place of this 
A fecond Sprouts , and that mojl pure and fine , 

As did the firjly with Golden leaves will jhine. 
Therefore firjt view it wcll\ when rightly known 
This Branch is unto Thee , then with thy own 
Hand crop the fame: For it will follow 1 beCy 
If Thou by Fates for ibis JVork^cbofen be , 

If otberwifey no Pin mane violence , 

Norjirength of Iron, free it can from thence . 

Virgil here calls Vitriol, a concealed, that is, afhadow- 
ed Tree * adding, that by the help of Froferphu , Plu¬ 
to's Wife, but unc Branch can be cropped by hiin, 
whom Fortune fhall favour *, and chat it is willing to 
be plucked off byjany Skilful Man delirous of the fame. 
Such a Branch is confecratcd to Juno, cee. We know 
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Juno, according to Poetical Fidlions was the Wife and 
Siller of Jupiter, but Pnfrpina the Daughter of Jupi- 
t° r and Ceres, or (a 1 ? fome fay) of Jfis , whom Pluto 
the God of Hell dole away from her Parents and mar¬ 
ried her. From all which it clearly appearcth, that this 
Golden Branch fprouting in the green Tree of VitrioR 
could not be cropped, or obtained without Proferpinas 
help. Therefore if any one would crop fuch Golden 
Boughs from like (hacowed Trees, he mull learn to 
know Proferpina, and confult with her} bccaufe die 
only can profit him, and prevail with her Husband, to 
wax the more hot in his internal Sweating fiove, that 
thence into another place may afeend a Spirit or Oyl 
of a B’ood Red-Colour. 

But this is to be confidered accurately, left this 
Work, hkc n any other of our Undertakings , be 
frufirated. Therefore G O D is to be prayed to for 
his Bleiling: I or if the Benediction of GOD be not 
prefent all endeavour will be vain > as I have more 
than once experienced. Although I did demonfirafe 
our helper Profrpina, to fome of my loving Friends, 
and taught them how to obtain and rightly ufc her • 
yet they were all deditute of fo good F< mine, as to ela¬ 
borate it as it fhould be elaborated : Yet at length more 
accurately hitting the Mark, their work fucceeded hap¬ 
pily twice or thrice, but never afterward. 

From which, being fo evident, it is plain enough, 
that fucli Arcanum's are fo preferved by the All-feeing 
Eye of the Divine Providence, as it is never permitted 
to all Operators promifeuoufly, that every of them 
fhould attain to the highed Science, and thenceforth 
the Good given be pernicioufly abufed. Wherefore, 
although one Man communicate any famous Secret to 
another*, yet, if GOD be not favourable, he can ne¬ 
ver prepare the fame, but dial lofe his Labour and 
Charges, fpend his time unprofitabhy, and inftead of a 
Golden Harveft, reap nothing but Trouble and Grief. 

Hence they drew their Original, who writ of the 
Secret ripening Fire. Our Fire, before Coagulation , al¬ 
ways burns in cur Glafs , but externally not . It is fuffir 
ciently manifefl, that Philofophers, by their Secret Fire, 
under Itood Oyl of Vitriol', and that their Fire, is only 
Fire before Coagulation \ after that, no more fo, but 
a fweet Ripening Stone. Therefore they add, that 
before Coagulation it is Fire, but after Coagulation 
nor fo Aptly with this agrees that Writing of an¬ 
cient Philofophers. Vifitabis Interiors 7 err*, Retiifi- 
cjk;1(i lnvenies Occultum Lapidem Veram Medicmam. 
To which Monument of ancient Philofophers, we 
may fitly fubjoyn this futable Pocfie, making for our 
prefent Purpofe, and exprefling the fame in few 
Words. 

Vijjolve the Fixt , and make the Fixed fly, 

7 be Flying fix, and then live happily. 

In thefe few Words are compendioufly contained, 
all whatfoever I have largely written in this Trcatife. 

Moreover, our Salt of Philofophers, beiides its be¬ 
ing a A-fedicine, and fit for Tranfmutation of Metals, is 
alfo endued with other famous Virtues, of which at 
this time 1 cannot forbear to write. Philofophers have 
written, that their Key of Keys doth indifferently 
open all do fed Bodies, and that it is endued with a 
Virtue , breaking moll hard and Adamantine Stones, 
and taking from them their incloftd 1 reafure for 
acquiring wh'ch, there is nothing at all in the whole 
Nature of things given, except this our Key, by help 
of whLh the molt firmly locked Inclofure may be un¬ 
locked. As for Example. A Granate is a Stone of fo 


great hardnefs, as although it may cafily be reduced 
to Powder, yet it can never be corroded even by the 
ffiarpeft Aqua Forth, nor diffolvcd, nor can it be A* 
natomized. Wherefore , although thefe Ccrrofives, 
vulgarly known , prevail not againfi this excellent 
Stone, (which vilibly in it fclf contains a noble Tin- 
dlure otGold,and alfo is not a little impregnated with 
invifible Coiporeal Gold , as plainly appears by its 
weight: For it is much more ponderous than all other 
precious Stones, or the more vile fmall S'ones) but 
are judged as unprofitable for this kind of Labour } 
yet our Sxveet Salt poffeffeth fo potent a Faculty, as it 
can eatily open the fame and take from it all its 
1 reafures in fo much, as if there were but this only 
ufe of it, ( and no other like, better or more excellent 
were known) it would abundantly fatisfie every ho¬ 
ned Man, to live amply therewith, and to maintain 
his Family with great Tranquillity. 

Behold 1 prefent to you, yet another Royal Experiment , 
which I have not long fince ejfefled, by the help of 
our Red Stone, in the following manner. 

One day lead our Red Stone upon Gold, in Flux, 
only for a Tryal, whether by the help o i that, tha 
Gold would be tinged with an higher Colour } be- 
caufe I found, that Silver had took a yellow Colour 
from the fame. But after I had poured out the Mix¬ 
ture, I found what was contraiy to my Hope. For 
it was fo far from exalting my Gold in Colour,as on the 
contrary, it took from the fame aimed all its Colour, 
fo as it was white like Silver. At fiift, I was not a 
little troubled , that, contrary to my Expectation, I 
fhould work fo unhappily. But returning to my felf, 
1 begun to think, whether this my Red Stone ( be¬ 
ing, perhaps made of Steel) was not that Cbalybs, [or 
Steel ] which Sandivcgitts fo highly extolled in his 
Writings, and faid,it could extrad from Gold its Tin- 
dure. But fince, by reafon of other Bufinefs interve¬ 
ning, I had no leifure to proced further in the Work 
begun, I was condrained to leave the whole for fome 
higher Experience to another time. Yet 1 cannot but 
wonder, that our Key of Keys diould fo readily un¬ 
lock every Clofure of Gold, and be able to fpoil it of 
its Royal Soul Whereas otherwife. Gold according 
to the Sayings of all Philofophers, ( as in very deed it is 
true) and according to the common Opinion of 
all other Men, experienced in Chymical Labours, is ac¬ 
counted to confilt of fuch Homogcneal parts, as are 
difficultly fcparable. If the mod wife G O D prolong 
my Life} and alfo grant Time and Opportunity of ma¬ 
king further Tryal, I will fpare no Labour or Cod to 
find out that Arcanum , until by the gracious help of 
GO D’S affifiance, 1 fliall become the Mader of that 
Art of Arts. For now unto me the Gate of the Royal 
Clofet is opened (I would not be envied for what I 
now fay ) by our Herculean Key in fuch a manner, 
as, l doubt not, but in a fhort time ( unlefs the fu- 
pream Deity, which I have no caufe to fear, notably 
refid tne ) to obtain the Kings Crown made of a Car- 
bune’e, and be able to dillribute the fame among the 
needy, to relieve their neccllity. To which my hope, 
let the mod wife GOD give a BlclTing, fo, as the 
Event may anfwcr my Dcfircs, Amen. 

Moreover, Philofophets fay, that whofoever ob¬ 
tains their Stone, can fo qualifie G!afs ? as, if it fall, iC 
fhall not break, but be found lying unbroke, like Me¬ 
tal. Which indeed I have often read, but could ne¬ 
ver believe, it was fo to be underllood according to 
the Letter. Yet after GOD, by his Grace, had con¬ 
ferred 
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fc-rreci on Me o.ir Wonderful Salt, for Curiditv f kc, 

I could not forbear to make an Experiment, to know, 

whethtt what was written thereof was cor.fcntane-j of the deceitful, but the rf cund.J M.n. 


din« to his U ifl-.: If ctherw.fl*. adverfe anci contrary 
(, D ijnr t wont gracit'ulty torcyar! tiie words 


ror 


ous to Truth. Therefore, I took a lirr!e broken G!ats, 
melted it in a Crucible, and then call upon it 01 ly a 
very little of our Salt, which it continually took in, 
and thence received a white Colour. ] poured out 
the Mixture, and trying, whether it had parted into 
another than its firlt Namre, I found my Glafs had 
received a new Difpofition, and became flexible like 
hardned Steel Wyer, and after flexion came to its fiiit 
form : But after many bendings, to and again, it at 
length broke Whence I learned, that it was no Fa¬ 
ble , but plainly poflib’e bv Art to prepare Gfafs fo, 
as fc may be no lefs flexible, like Metal, than it is 
tranfparent. But fince I have not had Opportunity to 
make further Tryal, and cannot yet abfolutely profefs 
rny fclf an Art ill in that kind of Work ^ yet, I can 
fay, rliae what others have affirmed thereof, is not 
dlranged from Verity. Therefore I mud wait, till Time 
(with the favour of GOD) give me further Expc 
rience thereof. 

~ Alfo, touching the Stone it felf, Philofophcrs write, 
that it qualifies its PoflelTor fo, with Lighrnefs and 
Chccrfulnefs, that he can, like a Bird, fly up cn high 
from the ground ^ which is a thing fo much repug¬ 
nant to Nature, as no Credit can be given to ir, unlefs 
it be interpreted Hieroglyphically, Allegorically, or E- 
nigmatically. But that it greatly exhilarates him, who 
by the benefit thereof can effedt theaforefaid Wonders, 
is very eafie to be believed. For in my fclf 1 have 
found the like Exhilaration, when 1 have, with thefe 
my Eyes, made certain very great Proofs and Experi¬ 
ments by the help of that. When I lay, for four years, 
continually tick, and during that time, excrcifed my 
mind with various Speculations, making forre Proofs, 

I at length found the Truth, and underftood that 
this wonderful Salt, being tryed upon Metals and 
Stones, did moftcxa&ly agree with the Philofophers 
Defcription of.it: Then, I fay, my whole Nature, be 
caufe of that, was artonifhed, and daily fo notablv re¬ 
duced to a better Conflitution, as I can never fuftjci- 
ently admire the Grace of GOD, and return dne 
Praifes to him for fo great Gifts. For I, who by rea- 
fon of my Sicknefs> could never rife out of Bed before 
Noon , could afterward rife betimes in the Morning, 
and go into my Laboratory. Al(o for a long time be¬ 
fore, I could digert neither FIcfh nor Fiflr, but was 
conftrained to live with Bread and Wine only *, yet 
now, ( thanks be fo GOD) lam able to cat fomc 
fmall Portion of Flefh and Fi(h, together with other 
Meats. Likcwife for above a whole Year, through 
weaknefs of Body * 1 could fcarcely write a Line or 
two, fo as in two Years fpace I committed nothing 
to the Prcfs: But now, GOD, the Giver of all good 
Gift, hath made my hands fo ready for Motion, as I 
(mg to him inceflaut Praifes. Without that new re 
frelhing of Strength, this prefent Treatife could never 
have been publifhed. And this fo great Good befelme 
from no other Caufe, than (rom GOD, and this pre¬ 
cious Stone. 


♦lair other fuch things might be pioduccd. triuh- 
I mg our Tinging tone: Biuroucccfliry pulaadcs to 
expend time thereabout. Erough is i { nkui. for 
v ' E\cs foever GOD fha!l open, lie will uii eve¬ 
ry ltde fee fo many things furtLitm for him, as net 
to nud any further 'nforn.ation. All rhinga arc dear 
to the ck-ar-lighted , which appear dark to the Llind. 
C/ O D only is the Light., and all who are neat to 
^ ® a te by him fo illun irated, as tl-cv can ftc. 
Lut the n.orc remote an- Mar. is frorr G D, the 
nearer will he be to the contraiy of Light, which is 
Darkncfs. Therefore, whofoever defir^s to be illtnviim 
nated with the briglitiKfi »f Divine Light, mult fly 
from Darknefs, which is m he flutnned. For Dark- 
nefs and Light arc inconfillent in one and trie la.nc 
Subject ; which is a thing accurately to be obferved 
by every Reader. 


A COROLLARY. 

W E have , ill this little Treatife taught , that 
the Salt of Metals is prepared of / ,ttiol , and 
that there is a difference to be obferved, l\z. this. 
Common Oyl of Vitriol doth indeed fufftr it klf 
to be Coagulated into a fweer Salt or Stone, where¬ 
with ( particularly ) vulgar Metals arc amende), and 
Tinctures extracted from Gems, although ir wants a 
tinging Virtue : Bur Metals may a!fo be tinged by trie 
Coagulated Red Oyl, 

We likewife (hewed, that you cannot get this Red 
Oyl .without the help of that Goddefs Profirpou. Yet by 
the way, it is to be noted that the alorcfiid Profir- 
P?m is no other, than a white Sulphureous Salt, which 
added to the Vitriol cauferh the Tindturctif' Vitriol to 
afeend in Diftillation That, alter it fhall be du¬ 
ly-Coagulated into a Stone not Corroiivc, manifcfis 
fuch Efieels, as we have aferibed to it. I al(b thought 
good to advife, tint our Oyl of Vitriol in its Prepara¬ 
tion requires great Care and Induliry, that the Tin¬ 
cture may be made Rich enough : For other wife, it 
difeovers but little Virtue in Tranfmutacion. Alfoyou 
(hM! never get fo great a quantity of that Red Oyl, 
as will fatisfie the Common fort of covetous Mm: 
Becaufe that comes not till at lafl, after all the White 
is afrended. But he, that can get a large quantity 
of the White, will not trouble himfclf to get the 
Red : Becaufe the White alfo, by the help of Profir- 
may be converted into Red. Which if it were 
not (o, the Saying of Virgil could fcarcely be found 
true, viz. that with the hand is readily to be cut off, 
not one Branch only, but many other, if Fortune (hall 
fo far tavour any Aitiff Therefore, I forbear to write 
more at this time. Let him , who cannot content 


himfelf with thefe here written, fearch the Monu¬ 
ments of Philofophcrs, writing, that there is fuch an 
Art, by the benefit of which , with one only Pound 
of Coals, a whole Pound of Oyl of Viiricl may be di- 
Thcrcfore, whofoever is defirous to partake of this j ftillcd. Yet fuch an Artifice mull notfo fuon be fpread 


great Bldling of GOD, let him not come ro Me, un¬ 
to whom is given no leave to Communicate but let 
him come to the Love of GOD, and draw that lau¬ 
dable Good from him, as from the mofc limpid and 
living Fountain : Becaufe , it is to found with him 
only, not with Men. If a Man humble in Heart, and 
void of Hvpocrific, hearing this, will follow my Coun- 
fcl, he may perhaps find- a profperous Event accor-- 


among the People. To whom foever G O D reveals the 
fame, he may prepare it, according to his own defire ^ 
if it be otherwife, let him comfort himfclf with this 
Meditation of Patience, viz. that he was not worthy of 
fo great Gifts. With thefe, Reader , I bid you Fare- 
wel, and commend to you the Ptoteftion of G Q D. 

THE E A 7 D. 
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(" Certain) Colloquies of fome Studious Searchers after the 
Hermetick Medicine and Univerlal Tinfture. 


Written for the SaJ^e of the Lowers of Hermeticf Fhilojofhy . 


T H E 

P R E F A. e E 

T O T H E 

Well-minded READER. 

I Was formerly minded never to have publifijed thefe Three Dialogues, but only to have made fome 
cf my good Friends, and fuch as had well deferved at my hands, here and there, partakers of the 
fame. And upon this Account I permitted fome \_of them J to Copy them out, but they 
chafing that Curtefie [ of mine ] whereby they received them , did make others of their own Friends 
too, enjoyers of the fame, contrary to my Will and Intention ; and fo it happened, that they be¬ 
came Common, and being on this wife often Coppied out, there crept in amongfi them fi as indeed 
ttfually falls out in fuch Cafes ) abundance of Faults or Errors, and the fenfe [ and true meaning ] 
of my Words were con fir tied in the worfer Part. Which thing when I perceived, that it would 
more difadvantage than profit me fi efpecially feeing , that fuch a work [ thus Copied amifs ] 
did neverthelfs pafs under my Name, and was adjudged by others, as really mine) 1 deemed it, 
expedient, of two Evils to chufe the leaf, and to have regard to mine own good repute, and to 
publifh it in mine own Name. But yet, not with an intent of getting my ft If fome eminent Fame, 
as if I were wifer than others, and to have it thought, that 1 had more knowledge and expert- 
er.ee than many others have ; but rather, that the incredible f Forks of the omnipotent God, and 
his great Wonders, might be laid open and made known, to the infinite Glory of his Name. In 
the fitting down of which, ldo produce only fuch things, as rny Jelf have wrought with mine 
own hands, and can even yet demonfrate by a certain and undoubted Operation, fi by Gods help j) at 
any time. 

But yet, I would hot have any one thus to underfland me f as if I had already wholly and ccm- 

pleatly 
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The c BooI^ of \Dialogues . 



pieatly finifbed the whole Operation, and had advanced it to a due, and throughly per feci, end. A T o! 
1 cannot arrogate to my ft If by any means, any fuch matter. Thus much 1 only affirm, that tf any 
one fljall ( in his Operation) follow the bare literal Defeript ion of thefe Labours, he will with - 
out any Error arrive, fo far as I my ft If am already come, but yet with this Provifo, that he 
knows the true Salt of the Philofophcrs, and the nfe thereof, And as for what remains, [ unfin/fht ] 
J commit unto God to bejlow a profperous Succefs : And this one thing I entreat, that every Body 
accept of the things I have here written, with the fame mind I wrote them, and that he take in 
good part my fincere Endeavours of deferv 'wg well at his hands . 


The Explication of the annexed Figure belonging to this Trea¬ 
dle, noted with thefe Words : Indc : Dmlogus* 


I N the four principal Points of the Circle (fipptftng two tfanfverfe lines were drawn, through 
the Center , to the outward Circumference ) art placed the Characters of Sol, Sulphur, 
Lune, Salt. 

Round the outmojl Circle, are placed thefe Words: Con joy n in one, Sol, Salt, Sulphur, Lurie. 
About the next Circle'. And thou haft as great aTreafure, as Heaven can give thee. 

Within the Third Circle: The Philofophers Funfrion, is of Contraries, the Conjun&ion. 
About the next Circle : The Concentration of Homogeneals, : is the Separation of Hetcro- 
geneals. 

Within the inmofi Circle: Sol, Salt, Sulphur, Lune. 


The Firfi ‘Dialogue, or Conference , betwixt two Lovers tf Her me - 
tic If <3vLcdic\nc, deciphered by the Letters , A. and B. the lajl of 
which hath had a profperous Succefs on his Labours, the other not; 
and therefore craves of this laf ( viz. B.') a Manuduction to the 
WorJf, vphereby he is rendred Maficr of his de fire. 


A 


B. A Good health to you, my Friend ! What’s 
the matter with you now, that you are 
fo fad, and even loaden with Cogitati¬ 
ons, and mumble to your Cclf about I 
know not what ? 

A. Obj my Friend ! I wifh you the likg very heartily > 
and am glad that you come fo ziry feafonably, and at 
fuch a time y as I w$s jujt thinking on you , and inofi 
eamefrly wijhing your approach , JFitnefs your own Wri¬ 
tings^ which t do here turn over with my lands and my 
mind, but yet they are fo very obfciire, that I cannot worm 
my felf [_ as 1 may fay _~] out of them, [ or tntderjiand 
them ] though I apply the utmoft of my Endeavours to 
under fraud them. 1 have Hkgwife read over and over 
avain, the Writings of other eminent and belief defending 
Pbilsfipbers , frill hoping, that IJhouldyet at length attain 
to the knowledge of the Truth: But alas, ( the more's my 
grief ) all that l find is only this ,viz. that 1 bold in my hands 
the fippery Tail cf a flipper)' fmooih Serpent, [ or Ele ] 
which ever now and then flips out of my bands, and doth 
more and wore defile me. I have therefore refohttely deter - ; 
mined with my felf that, itnlefs Ccd dotbfhortly fnd me. 


feme good Friend, rvho may lead poor vie oUt of fuels a 
notable Labyrinth, I will throw all my Books , all my In* 
firuments , and all fuch matters which I have befrewed 
fo much time about, in vaiii\ and le(i fo much by, into the 
Fire, and Sacrifice them unto Vulcan, that fo 1 miy be 
rid of the tedioufufs of my fruitlefs Labours, and un¬ 
profitable Cookery. But yet if you would bt but fo plea- 
fed, 1 no ways doubt , but that you might by a few 
words £ and Direttions ] reduce me out of the flares of 
f many Erroneous paths, and hedged up ways, into the 
right path : For 1 well kjiow, that you have befrerved your 
whole Age, your whole Study, ard all your Labours and 
Endeavours, about fuch great Secrets, and have bj the 
Divine afftfience obtained the very Truth it felf And 
therefore l do moft humbly beg at your hinds, that you 
would not leave me dejlitute of your help , but that, accor¬ 
ding to your inbred Goodnefs and Courtefie, you would 
fuccour me,your Friend, with fame brotherly inpruUion, 
and Mannduftion. Which if you either will not or can¬ 
not do, I mu(l even conclude, not only upon throughly, 
doubting of the Truth and pvffibility of this Art , but 
withal,' on a firm perflading my felf that thofe IFrnivgs > 

which 
















2 4 

nbi:b are fo fluff with the Pronifes of gulden A hun-\ 
tainsi are nothing tife but mere OldlPivts I ales, and 1 
frothy Speculations of idle Men? and vain Dreams, though 
proceeding from din* of jj great Ejleen 

B Whats this, I hear thee inter ? I could never 
have believed }ou, to have: been of fuch a broken 
and dejciled mind. \Vhat ? Would you contemn the 
Writings of the F liilofophers, and flight them, becaufe 
they are above your Capacity, and too hard for your 
underhand in g ? Tis a wicked thing, to entertain fuch 
a thought) much more to utter it. I would have you, 
rather perfuade your Elf, that you are not as yet 
worthy ot the Secrets and Gilts of fo great worth : 
For though a .Man fhould torment himftlf with abun¬ 
dance of hard Labours in this World, and fhould a- 
flidl his body with uncertain Sweating pains, yet 
would he not cfFedf ought without the Lleffing of 
Gt3d. Do you not know that faying of Paul j dis 
not of him that Wills, nor of him that* K :ins y hut of God 
alone that /hews merry. You fhould therefore reckon 
your felf amongft the number of thofc, that have run 
in vain, nor hath God injured you at all. What! does 
not Chrifl fay. Not all that fay unto me. Lord, Lord , 
(hall niter into the Kingdom of heaven, but they only who 
do the Will of my Father. Examine now }our felf, 
and fee how the Cafe Hands’twixt God and you. The 
bellowing of fuch great things muft proceed from 
God, and not from the Philofophers. The Philofc- 
pher may indeed write down the Truth, but yet it is 
not in his Power, to bellow upon thee the Divine 
Bkfiing, which is the very hinge on which all good 
things depend. Secrets of fuch great moment are 
not the Gifts of Men, but of God, who beftows them 
on whomfoever lie pleafeth. 

A. ht good time l Is this the Comfort and Jnjlrutiion, 
which I beegei at your hands ? I did not requefl, you to 
be my Father Coufcjfor, to hear my Conffion of my 
Deeds, but rather that you would help me, being ignorant 
and unskilful, by fame good and profitable MamtduUion 
and InflruVnon : For 1 it ell enough knew, that wtc fed 
Aden are never Majlers of fitch great Secrets, vor will 
I rank my felf amongft them. Be pleafed but to regard 
viy fuit, and only fhew me an entrance, whereby 1 may 
enter into the right and Kingly way : And as for praying 
to God, and Labouring without ceafing, leave the Care of 
that to me : I hope, that God will ?tol[deny his Bhfjing up¬ 
on my Prayers and Labours. 

B . Well ! fince I perceive you to be fo throughly 
bent, with your utmoft fludy and unwearied preiling 
on, after fuch an eminent thing as this i c , I cannot but 
ftew you that way, which 1 my felf have walked in, 
and that too, home to the very place which my felf 
am come unto. Verily, I fee the promifed Land a- 
lore my Eyes, and do daily view its Coafts, nor do 1 
doubt, but that I fiiall fhortly enter thereinto, and 
have the Fruition of its moll pieafant Fruits, if no im¬ 
pediment debar me of fo great an happinefs. And as 
concerning your felf, feeing that you are nimbler of 
your Feet than I am, there’s no doubt but that you 
will arrive thereunto, even alfoon as 1 my fdf. But 
yet, pray firft declare unto me, about what things it is, 
that you have fpent \our Monies, your Labours, and 
your Precious timc.and all to no purpofc ^ that fo I may 
(as much as in me lies) the more conveniently reclaim 
you trom vc>ur Wandrings and Errors into the right 
way. Tis in vain for him that is lick, toexpcd'btlp 
and fuccour from the 1 Lyiician, if lie docs not fhew 
the place of his Dolour and Grief. Confciiion is a 
Medicine to him that goes afnay. Conlcfs therelorc 
the Truth, that 1 may hear, by what things thou hall 


been n Tied into fo many Errors. 

A. £ A!as. Sir, f I coiud net reckjtt up all, in Order, 
though jfnould ' have time enough of (0 dang. Eut yn:tr 
own time, which is far more preaoui, does not permit, that 
it flnr.ild be fpent in hearing my fovhfh . jlours. BtfiiL s 
too, the remembrance cf fa many Labours ir. rain, and of 
the hfs rf not only fo much lime but Ex fences too, caufitb 
a loathing in me, the very remembrance of which 1 ab¬ 
hor, much more to mal\e a long rehearftl of the fame, ikon 
may therefore fa fly gttefs, that by iny infjsing upon the 
bare Letter only of the Philofophers writings , and not 
underfunding the fenfe and meaning, J have erred from 
the right way, and have headlong burrjtd my felf into fo 
many Intricacies at d Errors. I have fear iked into Vegeta¬ 
bles, shiimals, and Minerals , becaufe the Pbilojbfbsrs 
write, that their Stone is Vegetable , Animal, and Mine¬ 
ral but 1 fee, that I have not had under my hands the 
true Matter. For if there does appear in any £ of thefe 
Ad alters ] the Crows head, yet the other Colours which 
the Phi l of ip vers makp a defeription of (as the Dragons 
Blood, the Peacockj Fail, Virgins Milkf Coagulum, vr 
Curdling,* and principally that Ked and P ire-abiding Sa¬ 
lamander) did never appear £ to my vieiv.~_ j Or, if thefe 
[ Signs of Sanguis Draconis, cr Lac virginis appear 
to fight, in feme other Matter,yet notwithstanding the 0 - 
ther Colours, and other Sighs, which the Philofophers makf 
mention of, did never difcover themfelves £ /J my view, ] 
IVbat Labours footer 1 have ufed, and what fever matters 
I have dealt in, 1 have even Laboured in vain, and Ivjl 
both my pains and Expence, and never have received any 
good from my laborious Operations . Hereupon 1 did at 
laft even abnojl throughly perfuade my felf, that it wal 
an impojjtble tbi)tg,that > out of one A latter, and by one and 
the fame Labour, one Colour fhould .orderly futceed am - 
ther, and become vifible to the fight, by the bare help of an 
external Fire , as for example, firfl tf all, in the putre¬ 
faction f be Crows bead* then the F eaceckj Daily hen the Dra¬ 
gons Blood, Lac virginis, Coagulum or Cheejhfe Curdling, 
and at Jaji thefixt Salamander.#**/ for ufn itch as it appears 
to me, by the reading of your Writings, that you have or¬ 
derly met with the fight of all thefe Colours in your La¬ 
bours, in fuel) manner as the Philofophers have dtferibed 
the fame, I do firmly believe j and rive Credit tint 0 y ctir 
Sayings, as unto a Man that waives Confintce of his ways, 
fuppoflng, that you would net write fuch things mtlgfs you 
had wrought them with your own hands, and could ezeis 
yet perform them at any time. I only beg your help in 
jhcwjug me the true matter, and the Key thereof\ that I 
may Jo order the Bufmefs, as to caufe the Viflbly appea¬ 
ring cf one Colour after another, in one Glafs, and by 
the bare help of one only Fire if you do but thus muth 
for me, you may be confident tbat I Jball be the mofl con¬ 
tented Alan alive Nor do I doubt, bid that as touch¬ 
ing the remainder, as Multiplication, ProjeSton, and fuch 
like, I fljall find out tbofe Operations well enough after¬ 
wards, by mine own fludious Search, if / can but once 
bit on the entrance of the right, true and Kingly way. 

B. f Hold alitclc^and J do not affume fo much un¬ 
to your felf, and think that the things which arc fo 
eallly faid, are with as much Facility done. Have 
you not Read in Bernhard Irevifan, that a certain 
[ Friend of his ] had that great Secret as well as him- 
felf, only he knew not how to multiply it, nor would 
Bernhard reveal the fame Unto him, as having the felf 
fame Hooks, out of which the Lid Bernhard got the 
knowledge of Multiplication, himftlf. But be it as 
you deiirc, and feeing you rcqucli no more from my 
hands at this lime, but only the matrei and fome Key > 

I will fatlsfic ycuir requdl, as far forth, as the time 
and occalion will at prefent permit. 


Attend 














Part I.(I. 


The < Bco!^ of Dialogues. 


Attend therefore with diligence to thofe things 
which 1 (hall Gy un:o you and fiich things they ftiall be 
too, as unto which you may boldly give Credence. I 
will not (according to rhe Cuftom of many ) feducc 
you, nor will I reveal unto you ought elfc, but what 
I have experienced by the Labours of mine own 
hands: And if you follow the guidance of the bare 
Letter it felt, }ou will not err, unlcfs God will not 
permit you to proceed,[ButJ throw fomc peculiar im¬ 
pediment and lect in your way. 

As touching the matter, which the Philofophers have 
made that Univerfal Medicament of, I find that it is 
not merely Owe, but Divers, and this is clearly evi¬ 
dent from the Writings of the Philofophers, who o- 
penly hint untous, that one of them ufed this way 
and matter > another, that,and yet at length became Ma¬ 
ilers of their defire notwithflanding. From whence 
it necefTarily follows, that the different matters, of 
which is made one and the fame thing, are not unlike 
in their more inward parts, but alike, though they 
do not appear fo to be, as to their external hue. For 
it is a thing poffible for two, three, or more things 
to differ much, [_ from each other ] as to the outward 
form and fhape, whereas notwithflanding in their in¬ 
ward parts, they are fo agreeable to each other, as 
that the felf fame thing may be produced from the one 
as from the other. Take, for an example of this thing, 
the Seeds and Roots of fome Herb, the which, as to 
the outfide form, have no likenefs to each other, and 
yet for all that, do they produce one and the fafne 
Herb, if they are implanted apart in the Earth. Jufl 
thus is it with the Metallick Buds and Stocks which 
are wont to fprout forth, as well from the Metallick 
Roots, as from the Metallick Seeds, in fo much, that 
a Tree grows up of the fame Nature and Form from 
the Metallick Root, as Springs from the very Seed it 
felf. Now ’tis evident, that in the Metallick King¬ 
dom, for Lead fupplies the place of the Root $ or 
Iron, of the Trunck or Stock •' Jupiter or Tin, of the 
Barks £ or ardent the, of the juice betwixt the Trunck 
and the Bark , $ or Copper, of the green Leaves ^ 
Lnne or Silver, of the white Flowers j and Oor Gold 
of the ripe Fruit and Seeds. If therefore the Mctal- 
lick plant is to be multiplycd, that Multiplication can¬ 
not be more comfnodicufiy efTe&ed then by O and T?, 
that is, by the Seed, or by the Root of the faid Tree. 
Whofoever therefore defires to perform ought in this 
kind, he will not find any convcnienter matters, then 
G or T? , that is. Gold or Lead. But yet I do not 
mean thofe vulgar Metals, but fuch, in which the 
Gold lyes as yet immature and invifible, and which is 
to be made vifible, fixt, mature and conftant by the 
help of Art. So then, the felf fame thing which may 
be difeerned, above, in Sol, and appears vifible to the 
fight, is in like manner found beneath in Saturn, in an 
invifible manner. And thus experience it felf fhcvvs, 
that, out of two things unlike, as to the outward 
fhape, one and the fame thing like them may be made, 
becaufe their internal parts are of one and the fame 
Nature, and this outfide difference or unlikenefs pro¬ 
ceeds only from the impurity, and defetft of Matura¬ 
tion. Out of Saturn therefore, as out of an unripe 
and impure Gold, fome good may be produced : But 
it mull of neceiTuy be well wafht, and out of it being 
well wafhed, may the firft Eks of Gold be extra&ed, 
and be fixed. But now, if out of mature Gold, you 
would yet educe fomething, it mull then again fiill 
putrefie and he reduced into nothing* afore any more 
noble thing can proceed there out of For it is like 
to the Seed of the Vegetables, which do’s not admit 
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of any Multiplication of it f Jf, ut 
in the Earth and conferred by Pun hefhot.; 
this is proved, and a tier ted by the Tefiiinon ofo u 
Chrilt hiinfdf, who fays, that except a gr».ii 
Wheat rot in the Earth, it cannot bring for \ a-y 
Fruit. Certain it is therefore, and firmly true, t c 
Gold cannot be tranfhted into a better degre:, inhG 
it be again defrroyed, and reduced into fuc. a * \ 

as out of which it cannot be reduced into : s f t tv 
Golden Body £ or Form. J 

A. What is ft tbjt you fay, can it ever be pcjfwlcy tlut 
a Metal fo conjiant in the fire fhould be on fuch wf de¬ 
ft royed, as not to be reducible unto its former Pod\ f Ve- 
rily I have but fmall reajon to bottjt of any rrea: ?natt rs 
done by me ; For I have for fome years pa t tirmcnicd 
my felf hitherto, about decoding and coolfing cfGn'd: I 
have diffolved it in juudry Jbarp £ and Corrafivc ] TPaters, 
and have beheld its afeetiding with its yellow Col nr, by 
a Retort and through an / llembicl { , but yet I never goS 
ought elfin the Precipitation of the fame, but common 
Gold, and which was mi in the leaft bettered thereby . 
And therefore I did at lafl conclude with my felf a: 
many others have done, that the common Gold could m: 
be the matter of the Pbilofpbick^ Stone, and it h Ids hid* 
den within its Body, no more 7injure than it fiands in 
need of it felf*, and that therefore it has not the Faculty 
of tinging other white Metallick Bodies. 

B . I do not at all wonder at your fa ding into this 
Opinion. There arc many others befides you , thac 
are of the fame mind', Nay, I my felf doubted much 
about this very thing, viz* whether or no, Gold hides 
within its inward parts any more of Colour , than ic 
fhews unto us in its outfide fhape. But then on the 
ocher hand, it could not feem at all likely, thar fuch 
eminent Men fhould publifh fuch great Fallacxs and 
fo many Lyes, merely to (educe Men, by. A ^d whilu 
I was thus wavering in this kind of doubting, the 
Truth did at laft (after fundry and many inquificions ) 
by a mere chance prefent it felf unto me* in fomuch, 
that I am now clearly convinced of my Error, and am 
even conftrained to believe , that a true Finclurc, 
tinging the imperfett Metals, may be extracted out of 
Gold. For well may that be believed, which the Eyes 
fee, and the hands feel. 

A. I rejoyce exceedingly to hear you fay, that you have 
feen the Truth, and I hope that in time you will refrtft? 
me with a fight thereof too . 

B. Whaefoever lyes in my Power to ftrve you by,I w»ll 
not in any Cafedeny unto you ; Eut thusmuch [would 
you fhould know, that the Splendor or brightnefs of the 
Truth it felf hath fhone upon me, but I have never as 
yet brought the work it felf unto an end, by rcafon of 
the want of time : But yet however, I am confident and 
firmly perfuaded, that if no impediment chance to hap¬ 
pen* I (hall bring it to its wifhed end. And now fee¬ 
ing you are by fome years younger than my felf and 
that you have fiorc of time and all other Convenien¬ 
ces, 1 dare be confident, that \ou would finifii that 
Operation much fooncr, fhould 1 but reveal unto you 
thofe things, which I am already arrived to the know¬ 
ledge of, by the Labours of mine own hands. 

A. Proceed on, l pray, in this yotir Liberality, and mal\c 
me, as being a Man following after LI on efty, partakgr of 
your Happintfs , and l ft) all l e iverlafiingly oh iged is y'-u 
and yours . slitd ivhatfever Labour cr Fasl^ is to re 
undergone for yen \ I will with a ready and wiping mind 
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rej peafnly tv gate. j. 
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undertake it , and 
wholfme 1 nfi r nations 

l>. Well 1 1 tiuft you, and believe, tha: you will pc v - 
form your Piomifes, by which you bind your Credits 
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but however you (hall give me your hand, and Promife 
rue, that you will conceal the Art in mofi profound 
iiltncc. 

A. I will, heieD my ri»bt bind , and Credit upon 21* 

B. Hearken then, with your utmort diligence, and 
wiih an accurate intention, receive the things which I 
(hall (peak unto you. 

A. I do, and 1 hfieit attentively. 

B. In the firfl place then, you are to know, that, if 
you would make any good thing out of the common 
Gold, you mud perfedly cad out of your mind that 
Opinion, which hath hurried not a few into no fmall 
difficulties, imagining,that (by the help of fome Men- 
flruum or other ) the Colour of the Gold is to be ex¬ 
tracted cut of it, and that Silver is to be tinged, with 
that fame Golden Tintture thus extracted, and that, 
to the remaining white Gold, its Colour may be again 
redored by the other lefler Metals,as $ or Antimon ^Cop¬ 
per, or Iron: Such thoughts as thefe you mud clearly 
remove out of your mind, as being thofe which rob 
a many of their precious Time and Edatcs. There 
are feveral ways, by which I know how to extract the 
Colour from Gold, but tis needlefs to reckon them up 
here by a tedious repeating of them, feeing they are 
not any ways profitable, but rather caufe lofs of Time 
and Goods. The main thing you are to mind is this, 
viz. to meditate £and enquire ] by an accurate and 
unceflant dudious Search, by what means you may de- 
droy Gold, kill it, and fo compel it by PutrefaClion 
to produce to view its internal and invifible Colour, 
and (on the contrary ) to introvert (and hide) its 
external and vilible.Yellownefs. For Gold it felf is 
no other thing fave a mere TinCture, to the acquiring 
of which, there needs not any other thing fave the 
true Key, which unlocks Gold, introverts it, and ren¬ 
ders the invifible Colour, vifible. Befides, neither are 
thofe to behearkned unto, who boad of reducing Gold 
into its three Principles, viz. Salt , Sulphur , and Mer¬ 
cury-, and of freeing thofe three from all their impuri¬ 
ties, and then, of conjoyning them again, being thus 
Purged, and of Fixing them into an Univerfal Tin¬ 
cture •, and fuch like mod impertinent trifling Pre¬ 
cedes, as thefe. For they are mere idle Dreams, and 
can never be accompliffied, but come to jud nothing, 
and clearly delude the Covetous Thirders after Gain, 
by their vain dependence thereupon. Nor are there 
in Gold any of thofe Feces, which they prate of its 
being defiled with, neither doth it admit of being fe¬ 
vered and diflolved into thofe three Principles. But 
put Cafe it were poffible fo to be, what profit, I pray, 
could we hope fhould accrue to the faid Gold by fuch 
a fruitlefs Labour, whereas we fee, that it is not in the 
lead meafure bettered by fuch a Separation. It re¬ 
mains therefore for an undoubted Truth, that Gold nei¬ 
ther contains any Feces,nor admits it of a refolution into 
Three Principles, but that it rather requires to be Ra¬ 
dically diflolved by a due Putrefaction, and to be fo 
opened or unlockt. And farther, the Labour of fuch 
Men is likewife vain, who Endeavonr bv the help of 
Saline, Cementations to extraCt from Gold, its Soul : 
For though fuch Cementations may fometiir.es fuccced 
fo well, as that the Gold when taken out is plainly 
white, yet neverthtlefs fuch a white Gold doth as 
yet contain in it its own peculiar Colour, the which, 
a little Saltptier cad in upon it in Flux, doth eafily re- 
(tore unto it : For then that whitentfs vaniflieth, and 
the Truth appears,and (hews you, that it neither lofl 
its yellow Colour, nor its weight, but retained them 
both, in the Cementation. Nay, we have been ma¬ 
ny times deceived our felves by thefe kind of Opera¬ 


tions, and have perfuaded our felves, that we had di- 
fpoiled the Gold of his Colour or Timfhire by the 
Salts, whereas it had but only attracted a certain Sul¬ 
phur out of the Salts, by which it was made White. 
You may give Credit unto me,for I fpeak experimen¬ 
tally, and do not tell you dreaming Stories. I will 
inflance it unto you, by an Example. DilTolve a little 
Gold in fome Aqua Segis, and pour the Solution up¬ 
on powdered Tartar , that fo being poured upon the 
faid TYrnir-powder, it may be hid and covered over: 
Put this Tartar thus moiitened with the Solution of 
the Gold, in a ftrong Crucible, the which you mull 
cover well with a Cover, and lute it: Or rather, put 
it in a Cementary Pot or Velfel, which will be better. 
The Veflcl being placed in the Cementary Fire, the 
Gold will extraCt a peculiar Sulphur , and become 
White and Brittle, after its Separation from the Salts, 
by being melted. And now who is it, but would be¬ 
lieve, that the Salts had extracted the Colour of the 
Gold from it, whereas it is no fuch matter. For a lit¬ 
tle Saltpeter, or clfe the Cineritium, or Cupel can drive 
away all this white Colour, and refiore it to its for¬ 
mer Yellownefs again and this is, what my felf have 
feveral times done and experienced with mine own 
hands. 

A. Now agiiit, here's a new Story I never heard of 
afore, re ho mould ever have believed, but, that when they 
had taken their Gold f tinged with a whiter Colour than 
Silver ) out of the Cement ary Vtffel, it bad been clearly 
dityoiled of its Tintiure ? But now feeing it is not fo, 
there muft of tteceffity lye hidden under Juch an AH ion as 
this, fome other Secret and JVonder. Verily it is 7:0 tri¬ 
fling Matter thus to mak.e Gold white, without the help 
of the white Metals j and it is the more wonderful too, be- 
caufe it is not known , frotn whence that white Colour re- 
ceiveth its Rife : It could not get it from the Aqua Regis, 
nor could it have it from the Tartar, and'this makes »,e 
ft ill wonder the more. And therefore,pray, rid me of this 
doubt, and unriddle the buftnefs unto me, for 'tis not 
without caufe, that I fuppofe fme great Secret may lye 
thereunder hidden. 

B. Attend diligently to what I fay, therefore, for 
its impoflible for you to apprehend all things at one 
very dafli [ as I may fay, and at firrt. ] We will firit 
of all treat about the Gold only, and of other Secrets 
afterwards in due time. But yet by the by] I 
would have you obferve in this place, this one thing, 
that as touching that Sulphur, which made the Gold 
white and brittle, there mult needs be a notable Fricnd- 
linefs betwixt them, becaufc it was fo eafily extra¬ 
cted out of the Tartar by the Gold. And upon this 
Account there may be ground to fuppofe, that if the 
Gold were left lying longer in that clofe Cementation, 
that Sulphur which rendered the Gold fo white, might 
haply be rendred Red, and fix in the Gold. For eve¬ 
ry Sulphur is a TinCturc, when it is made fixed, and 
gets an Ingrefs, from the other Metals. Do not un¬ 
dervalue this Secret, but fiffi out the Property of this 
thing, by a more accurate Meditation, for you will 
draw from thence much Good. 

A. Verily, lean met kinky conjefittre , that this very 
kyiacft hath more in it than itjhews for ■, I will fearih 
thereinto more accurately ', perhaps this very way is a 
nearer one, than that which requires the inverfton of the 
Gold. I remember that 1 have read amongft the Sayings 
of the Fbihfopbers, this Expreffioit ■, That their Gold 
does not tinge, unlefs it be firft tinged, nor receiveth 
it a Red Colour, ilnlefs it be made firfi White. I 
perceive, that Mature is more abundantly ftored with in¬ 
finite Riches 5 and that it cannot he fo eafily Searcbt out 
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to the boltand the longer a Mon fit by, the mere he 
finds and meets ntth \ info much that at hj : there is ftt.h 
plenty rf good things iff ring thtmf elves to fuch Seeders, 
1 hj t u m dys t h:Hi pfiz 1 eld wb /Jo to ch feeing 1 he y 
(u Cvmmend each it hers Benefit and Profit, B: fides^ your 
words are very hard to he underjiood y and hard to be 
born, l or it fee/ns a thing exceeding all belli f that the 
tnjji con ft ant Fire-dnring-Metaf G Ad fhottid be fo chan¬ 
ged , as M be no more Goldy and very hardly , yeay not at 
all reducible by the help of Art into its former Body . 1 

do eften meet ivitb that Opinion and Decree of the Philo- 
fopbirs nt my frequent reading of their Book/, viz. that 
Gold muji be putrefied, if ary better and nobUr thing is 
to be generated thereout of: But whereas it feemed unto 
vie a thing beyond the rower of Nature , and altogether 
imppfQbley for fuch a asnjiant Mattir to undergo any 
Putrefaction , I Ju^poftd that the Philofophers pointed at 
feme other thing by that Putrefatlion of theirs. Mean 
while, I earnejily expeft from you a Vemonjiration of the 
pojfibility and Truth of this thing. 

B. Come then, on God’s Name, a little nearer me, 
and heed well the things which fhall be (hewn unto 
you. 

We will here take half an Ounce of common 
Gold, and put it into this Aqua Forth, made of Vi¬ 
triol and Saltpeter , whereto we will, add the fame 
weight as the Gold is of, or a little more, of our 
Saharmoniack^ without which, the Aqua Fortis alone, 
and by it felt, is not able to diffolve the Gold. 

A. Pray, Sir, ivby do yon fayy Our Salarmoniack? 
Are there feveral And different kinds of it f t or my party 
when I dffolve Gody I put into the Aqua Fortis, that 
£common ] Salarmoniack, which is every where to be bad 
tn the Merchants IVareh oufes , and is very fit to diffolve 
Gold in f o a Tellow water, 

£. You fpeak very well after your own way , And 
S confcfs, thar every Salarmoniack^ mixt with Aqua 
linn is very good to diffolve Gold nor is this any 
new way, tor 5 tis in very much ufe amongft all the Cby- 
rows y who are wont on this wife to diffolve their 
Gold, but yet that which is thus diffolved, Hill re- 
mains Gold, and doth eallly admit of being again 
precipitated out of the Aqua Fortis , and of being redu¬ 
ced by Fufion into the former Eody, it had afore its So¬ 
lution. But if fo be, that the Solution fhall be made 
by the help of our Sal slrmoniack. , then is the Cafe 
vallly altered , and your attempting its Reducti¬ 
on again will be in vain. For if Gold be but diffoU 
ved barely once with our Saltarmoniacl^y it admits not 
any more of melting, nor doth it of it felf return 
again into a malleable Metallick Body, but gets a Red- 
dilh Scarlet kind of Colour in the Tryal Q or Cruci¬ 
ble ] and remains an unfufil Powder. And if you 
add fome Borax (hereunto, and fet ic in the Fire then 
to melt, it will pafs into a Red Gtafs, which is afign 
of its being plainly defhoyed, and of its being tranf* 
muted into another Body. And therefore I dare aver, 
that there is feated in our Salt Armoniad ; a power 
of inverting, and tranfmuting Gold, and of making 
it lit for the Philofophical putrefaftion > which thing 
is impotfible to be done by any other Salts whatever 
they be, and what Name focever called by. 

A. Certainlyy this is a Divine miraculous tUngyto fub- 
jefi Goldy f> mightily conjtant in the FirCy unto Puirefa- 
clioHy and to reduce it by PutrefaVtion, into a nothing: 
For I have read too and again, amongji the Philofophers 
Writings y that it is an eafier thing to mahy Gold by Art, 
than to detlroy Gold made by Nature . And therefore this 
Salt mujl needs be a very wonderful oney which is able 
to effeft thefe and other , the /% almtfi incredible things . 


. B - Wcl1 >™y you term it a wonderful Salt, for fo 
it is, tlie like at which, no Alan will fi.id in the 
whole Worid i though to fuch as know it, it is lo 
viL and mean a thing •, infon.udi that fcarce any one 
would think it likely, that fuch things could be done 
thereby, as arc wont to be, fhould it be but named 
by its own proper Title. Does not, I pray, that Phi- 
lofopher, Cofmopolita [or Sanditow ] confcfs, that 
lie hath oftentimes declared the Art, and C ccvet of the 
whole Philofophick work, word for word, fbmetimes 
to one, forr.etimes ro another, and yet they would not 
at all believe him, by reafon of the meanncTs, or vile- 
nefs of the Work; 1 And does not he make frequent men¬ 
tion of his own, and not the common Sal Arnimiiack? 
But that you may yet give more belief and credit to our 
Salt, I would have you read the Turbo, of the Philo¬ 
fophers, wherein you will find all thofe things evhich 
they have publiflicd concerning their Salt : And a- 
mongft others, hearken to thofe few words, which 
the Rofary mentions : Our Salt diffolves Gold into a red 
Colon), and Silver into a white Colour , and tranfmutes 
them out of their Corporeity into a Spirituality, and rritb 
our Salt, are their Bodies calcined. And for this rea- 
fon. Lumen Lttminum , alio fays, That if the Omnipo- * 
tent God had not created tint Salt , the Elixir could not 
have been perfeUed, and the Study of C bymilry would 
have been in vain. Avicen faith, If thou hajl a def tr e 
of getting Kicbes, prepare Salts, that thy may be chan¬ 
ged into a clear Water, for by the Fire are Salts changed 
into Spirits : Salts are the Roots of thy worf. Hermes 
faith : All Salts are Enemies to our Work# and to our 
Art, fave the Salt of our Lunc : Arnoldtts faith, Every 
Salt that is well and rightly prepared, it of the Nature 
°f Salt Armoniack, and the whole A'yftery of our Art 
confijts in the Preparation of common Salt ; He therefore 
that kjtows Salt, and its Solution, to him is the'Myflery 
of the ancient wife Men k>iown. And therefore bend the 
utmojl Meditations of thy Wit upon the Nature of that 
Salt only, tn which the Wifdom of the ancient wife Men, 
and every Myflery, is field hidden and concealed. The 
Writings of the Philofophers are full of thofe and 
fuch like Sayings, and they do everywhere mightily 
infift upon Salt. And now, what think you of thefe 
Teftimonies > what [do the things I have fpoken,yet 
find any belief in your Breaff? 

A. les Ceri'y, and now 1 am on your fide-, hut yet 
I do as yet dtfre, and heartily wi[h for this one thing, 
that you would for once let me fee your Labour, whereby 
I may convince other incredulous Perfons, and make them 
believe too. 

f>. Well, I am content '■> and come let us go to 
work, and let us put the Gold in its requifite Aden- 
llrttum, and place it in warm Sand, thereby to hafien 
forward the Solution of the fame y though there is 
ffrength fufficient in our Mcnjlruum , to diffolve the 
Gold in the Cold without Fire. We (hall in a fhort 
time fee it of a yellow Colour : And behold that 
very Colour, and the Gold it felf is (o changed, as it is 
never more reducible into its former golden Body. 
Thus have you now the entrance and beginning, which 
as yet is vaffly diflant from the wifht for end : And 
when you now fee the beginning, know, that is the 
firff day of our Philofophick Labour. Next, let us 
proceed to the Putrefaction of the diffolved Gold, 
without which, no Colours prefent themfelves to our 
view. Behold in this very moment, Sol begins to 
wax black, and in a little while after it will conceive 
fuch a thorough b'acknefs, that it will be like to Ink, 
and may ferve to' write withal on Paper. This black- 
nefs, the Philofophers call the Head of the Crow, by 
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chat Name pointing out unto us their Putrefaction 
by which, the fccond day of our Philofophical La 
hour is finiflied. 

Our Ground [or Earth] therefore, being fuffici- 
ently enough moiftned, we tnull btfecch God to be- 
ftow upon us the hot (bine of the Sun tor without 
the Suns heat which ftirs up the Life in all things, 
there cannot potfibly be any increafe and growth. 
Lend me therefore your bell attention. Alfoon as the 
putrefied Body of our Sol (hall feel the warming heat 
of the Sun, its blacknefs, which was the true Sign of 
its Putrefa&ion.will vanilhaway by little andlittle,and 
give place to the accels and approach of many moll 
delicate Colours, tiie which, the Philofophers have 
named the Peacocks Tail, and this finifheth the third 
day of our Philofophical Labour. And now, when 
the Fruit-producing Sun (hall have thus illufirated our 
Field, or Ground with its warmer Rays, but for one 
day as yet, wc may cafily fee, what is farther likely to 
come to pafs heteafter. 

A. Huy da ! nbat a wonderful thing U tbit, that 1 
fee here ? in bow Jhort a time , and horv fpeedily bath the 
Peacocks Tail changed it felf into a thick. Blood ? ff/ bo 
could ever believe it, ur.lefr be had feen and beheld it 
with his own Eyes ? 

B. I confers it is fuch a thing as may well caufe in 
any one moft exceeding admiration, feeing that there 
proceed from Art and Nature, Operations of fuch 
great moments: God hath made all things very well, 
and fhould he not permit fuch an admirable changing 
of Colour, to appear in the Operation, verily the Phi- 
lofopher would be In doubt, whether or no he might 
hope for an happy Succefs of all his Labour : And 
now upon the occafion of this Blood-like Colour, is 
arifen the Name of Dragons Blood amongft the Phi¬ 
lofophers , who fay, that when this Colour appears 
in view, the fourth day of the Philofophical work or 
Labour is finiftied. 

A. Good God ! bow great , and how wonderful are thy 
rvonderous iForkj , who can find them out by bis own 
Search and Indttjfry ? There do daily happen greater and 
greater encreafings of our Faith , feeing that I behold with 
mine own Eyes, fuch things as heretofore exceeded all my 
belief. And I entreat you to teli me this one thing, whe¬ 
ther or no y there lies in this Blood , as 9 tis now prepared , 
a moft excellent Power of healing Vifeafes or no , and if 
it may fafely be made ufe of, for the healing of Sickjtejfes 
without any farther Preparation ? 

B . Yes verily, there.docs lye therein hidden, an in¬ 
credible healing Faculty, and this, its very Signature 
doth openly witnefs. For God doth not fignor mark 
all the Herbs, all Animals, all Stones in vain, by the 
external Signature of all which, it is an eafie matter 
to know, what ufe they arc of for Mankind. Forafmuch 
therefore, as our Gold is turned into a thick Blood, 
it is a mo A certain TeAimony, that it is Serviceable 
for the curing and amending of Man’s Blood. For, 
if the moA ancient Phyficians have made ufe of Gold, 
reduced either by filing into a moA fubtile Powder, 
or by beating into moft thin Leaves , in the Cure ol 
the moA defperate Difeafes, yea, and of the Lcpro- 
fie it ftlf too, and this not without Fruit, and Succefs j 
how much greater commerce then will this Gold of 
ours thus changed into a Red Blood, have with the 
Blood of Mankind. Would it not [think you] abound 
with a greater Power of freeing it from all falfe and 
fupcifluous Aqucity, and other evil Humours and Im¬ 
purities, and of reducing it into its former State of 
Good health ? For the occult Virtues of (he Gold arc 
no mere Amt up now, like as when the Corporal 


filed, or leafe Gold held them lock’d up, that they 
arc unloofcd, and releafed Irom tluir Fetters, and fo 
perform their work by moft free and uncloggd Ope¬ 
rations. And feeing that Gold is, by Ancient and 
Modern Ph\ficians, attributed to the Heart, and'to the 
whole Blood of Man’s Body, and feeing that experi¬ 
ence it felf hath demonftrared, that it takes away the 
prcter-natural affe&s of the Heart, and heals the cor¬ 
rupted Blood *, why ftiould not this our Blood of Gold 
efleft the fame with greater Efficacy, and a more 
happy Succefs. With lhis very Blood, have 1 al¬ 
ready performed wonderful things in rhe moft grie¬ 
vous Difeafes in the Bodies of Men, after they have 
been fir A purged with fome Panacea . I have there¬ 
withal healed (he Leaprous in a ffioit fpacc of time, 
and fuch as have to no purpofe made ufe of (he afllft- 
ence of the moft eminent Phyficians for ten or twelve 
years continually, to their great Cofts and Charges, 
and this I can evidence by moft clear Teftimonics, 
which 1 keep by me. Nay farther, even at this very 
day in very many places, into which 1 have fent of 
this Blood, the deteftable Leprolie, the French Pox , 
and other moft grievous Difeafes of the Heart and 
Blood (to the Cure whereof, Gold is in an cfpccial 
manner ordained by God ) are taken away by an ad¬ 
mirable way of healing : For feeing, that ( as we faid 
afore) itftrengthens the Heart, and niundifics the de¬ 
filement of corrupt and polluted Blood, and purgeth 
them away, it muft ot neceffity likewife expel, as well 
the open or vifible, as the occult and hidden Difeafes 
of the Body of Man. For if Nature be but corrobora¬ 
ted. it doth ealily fubdue and expel Difeafes, by the 
help of othervery fmall Medicaments , the which thing 
I have by my manifold experiences found to be moft 
true, when I have adjoyned this Aureous Elood to 
other futable Medicaments. For it cannot be 
expreft, what, and how much I have done, both in 
young and old, with this very Blood fo exhibi¬ 
ted, in the Stone , Gout , Vropfie, Leprofte , Eptlepfie , 
and other Chronical Difeafes, which have taken deep 
Rooting in the Body. Therefore if God (hall pleafe 
to lengthen out my days, I will very fuddenly publifh 
the ufe thereof, that fo it may be brought into com¬ 
mon life in all Difeafes. For this Golden Blood may 
[ probably ] be the potable Gold of (he Ancients, 
which never more fuffers it felf to be reduced into its 
former malleable Body. I have fundry ways attemp¬ 
ted to reduce it, but never could efteft the fame-' 
But yet this one Cafe I except, viz . a little of this 
dry Blood, being put upon molten Gold, hath ingrefs 
into the fame, and the refidue fwims at the top there¬ 
of like an Earth: but yet that little which adjoyned 
it felf to the Gold, is of fo great a Power as to make 
all that whole Body of Gold which it entred into, 
brittle, yea fo brittle, as that it fufters it felf to be 
beaten in aMorter into moft fine Powder. 

A. I Marry, Sir! tbefe are Miracles indeed, which I 
fee and bear', who will make any farther doubt , but that 
the D niv erfd Tintiure.which heals the Sickjtejfes^ or Vi - 
flempers both of Aten and Metals, may be prepared , out 
of this Golden Blond ? For all the Phdojophers do with 
one Confetti confjs, that their TinUure, when quite per¬ 
illed and caji in upon molten Gold, doth render the 
fame brittle . And now feeing this Golden Blocd cf ours , 
being as yet immature, and not prepared , doth effeSl the 
fame, would it not , 1 pray, perform the fame much better, if 
it had but Ingnji given unto it, by iteration, whereby it 
might flow the eafter, and enter the nrre readily. Ida 
rut flow at all doubt , but that this aureous blood both can 
and in time will become an nniverj.il TirMnre full if Me¬ 
dicinal Ft) ts.es. E' A I- 
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B . Although I am nor minded publickly to difclofc 
an Arcanum of fuch great moment, and fo great a 
a My fiery * and to thiow fuch a precious Pearl afore 
Swine > vetl am of the mind to prepare fume quan¬ 
tity thereof, and to part with fo much unto the Sick 
that need it, and that Thai! defire the fame from .me, 
as is requifite for their Ufe. And not only to the Sick, 
but to others too, that are willing to apply it toother 
llfcs and Experiments} but efpecially unto thofe who 
would fain try,whether or no. even this very Blood 
will turn it fdf ( according to my Dcfcription ) into a 
white Milki and then into a Red Stone, and, by a 
new Reiteration of the work, pafs through all Co¬ 
lours. This defireoufnefs, or inquiry after the Truth 
cannot at all prove any ways difadvantageous to me, 
or mine. For the Art it felf will always remain an 
.Arty unlefs it chance to happen, that fome one or 
other Searcher, which is of a more fubtile Ingenuity, 
(hould, by his diligent and ferious inquizy, fcarch out 
the very Foundation of the Art it felf. Which if it 
fhould fo come to pafs, he mud then think, that God 
Path vouchfafed this Gift unto him, and that he now 
confiders, and well knows, what efteem he ought to 
fet upon it, and by what means he ought to hide it. 
However, this is mod certain, and indubitably true, 
that this. Doftrine, and inftruftion of mine own pre¬ 
ferred in my Writings, will be a fpurring encourage¬ 
ment to abundance of Men (that have hitherto ex¬ 
ceedingly doubted of the Truth of this fo great a 
Myftery, and (hall now come to know it, laid open 
by me with fuch evident Demonftrations, ) andteaufe 
them to fearch with a greater and more ferious ftudy, 
and to cart off all other unprofitable Coftions what- 
foever. For to what purpofe is it to ufe many things, 
about that which may be done by fewer and more ea(ie. 
All things have their time, and fo has this Arcanum 
too its own proper time. But we (hall fpeak more of 
thefe. things in the following Defcription of the fecond 
univerfal Medicine.. All thefe things which thou hart 
hitherto feen,are indeed very good j but we are as yet 
far off from the end. Have yoi^ not likewife read in 
the Philofophers Writings, that the white Swan doth 
alfo (hew it felf in the Work ? Now, if by but as yet 
One days (hining, the Sun ftiall have illumnated by 
its brightnefs the Dragons Blood, you (hall fee it 
turned into a white Milk, which Milk the Philofo- 
phers have written off, and which at length goes into 
a Coagulnm, or Cheeflike Curdling. Look therefore 
now upon that Milk,which you fee toadmit of Coagu- 
tion and Condensation, by little and little : And thus 
with this golden Cheefe do we finifh the Philofo- 
phical Labour of the Fifth day, 

A. God be thank'd, that this days Labour bath alfo 
fucceeded, as we could tvi(b. But for a punch as thofe 
things which you mentioned, but now come in my mind , 
viz. that we are far off from the end of the work^asyet, 
and yet too morrow is the Sixth and lajl day if this our 
Pbihfopkical week*, and farther, feeing yon faid prcftnlly 
after the beginning of this our Conference, that the whole 
JFvrk^ would be finiftoed in fix Daysfpace, and that on the 
feventh Day ive may ceafe from all cur IForl^ and Labours, 
and fanfiifie it, cr keep it holy , and give God d:te t hanky 
for all thefe his Benejits bejiowed on ns Seeing (I fay) that 
all thefe things come now in my mind , ’/// no wonder,if they 
likewife create in me a great deal of Care and Puzzling, 
to tbin^ bow this can be, that all tb fe things that remain 
yet behind may be perfected, and brought to a fah end 
in one day. 

B . Crafe }ouf Care [ my Friend ! ]] nor do ' cu ; 
oughi d e uiis Sixth Day,bul hourly encreafe rhe f.re 


by Decrees, and Sir ir up more and rrorc, that fo 
you. mav fee, by what means our whi.c Cot;*! t'd 
Milk will by little and lirtle pafs into a yellow Co- r 
lour, and will at length be thoroughly Red; and abide 
rnolr con Cant in the Fire. This fixed RednTs, ihe 
Philofophers call their Salamander : The Poets r- 11s 
us a Tale, of a certain Worm that lives in the i re, 
which cannot be burnt ot confumcd thtiehy. There¬ 
fore, after the Philofophers have broughr their \\oik 
through all the Colours, and have ac length attained* 
fo far, as that there appears no other, but a mere 
fixed Redncfs, they named it their Salamander, with 
which (if you except only Inceracion. and Multipli¬ 
cation) they ended their work, and fo do we a!:o 
finifh thefe our prelent Labours. 

A. Praife and Glory be to God, by whjfe Divine help, 
we have ( by fo happy and defired a Snccefs ) promoted 
our worl^to its woji defired end . 

B . Amen. And thus wfl we now put an end to 
our work, that fo we may fanftifie to morrow, which 
is the feventh Day, to the Honour and Glory of tlie 
Divine Bounty. 

A. Ah, my dear eft Friendlet me intreat yon not to 
involve me by your immature departure, in greater trou¬ 
bles and difficulties. There are divers fcruples and doubts, 
and thofe weighty ones too, that perplex my mind,which un¬ 
lefs you remove afore,yottr going away(bnt IhopeyoiPt (lay) 
IJhall of a certain Truth be tormented all this enfitirg 
Night with themoji bitter Pill of Difquiet and Anxiety', and 
then you may well guffs with what mind I am likely to 
celebrate the to morrow Sabbath . For I am yet as plainly 
ignorant , what ufe to put that Salamander to. As con - 
cerning thofe things, which you have faithfully dif:Ufd 
unto me hitherto , J truji , I jhall not err in-their Opera¬ 
tion, but as touching laceration and Multiplication, in 
which , as in two Cardinal main Points, the very £ Pillar 
crf\ hinge of the whole Operation lyes , as you Ja>d, 1 mujl 
needs confefs my felf more Blind, as to them, than Tire- 
fias was : I mu'ft needs fay, that 1 behold the promifed 
Land ftnate afore mine Eyes, but the way that hadeth 
thereunto is hedged in with fuch Ibickfis , And fo many 
Brambles,that I do not fee which way 1 (ball extricate my 
felf out of them . Unlefs the mercy if Gcd, and your help 
come into my afftjiance, / fee that all my Labours nill 
be in vain. 

B. ’Tis no fmall trouble you bring me^by your im¬ 
portunity, don’t you fee the approaching Evening. 
You Aft juft according to the Cuftom of importunate 
Men, who having once gotten ones out-held Finger, 
do fnatch in the whole hand. At firft, you only en¬ 
treated me to difeover unto you the Matter and Key 
of the Ait, and faid, that you would cafilv find out 
the rert your felf. W hy then do you not feek there¬ 
after,and let me go? 

A. Good Sir, be not difpleafed rriththis my importunity, 
proceeding from the too eameji defire , I have, of knowing 
Jo great a Secret : And Chriji 'himjelf faith, if ye floall 
kjtock^, the Gate Jhall be opened unto you. 

B . Well, fince I fee, that I muft expeft no quiet 
from you, till you do likewife learn fomething from 
me, concerning Inceration and Multiplication, I will 
in a few words fet afore your Eyes, things of great 
moment. Look to it, that you lirten very Attentively. 

A. I do. 

B. Have you not read in the Philofophers,when the’y 
fpeak of Inceration, that the out-driven Soul is.ro be 
rertored to the dead King, that the dead Body rray 
be recalled back to Life, and that it, arifing with a 
moie glorious Body, and a more excellent Crdwn, 
may prove an helper to its meaner Brethren. The 
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Philofophers words are, as follows. Here the Soul lets 
it felf down, and refrefheth the dead Body. For it is 
not fufficient, that the King be deprived of Life and 
fo left dead : No, no, for nccelTity requires, that its 
Soul be reftored unto it, which may reftore its Moti¬ 
on, and loft Life, to the dead Body. Now, by how 
much the oftner, the Soul and Life is taken away 
from the King, and that which is taken away .be again 
reftored thereunto, which fo much the ftrongcr and 
more a&ive Body, and fo much the Magnificenter a 
Crown will he arife withal. By thefe few words 
have I laid open unto you, Inceration and Multipli¬ 
cation. But yet there are other ways of increafing 
ourfixt Salamander , and rendring it fufible, viz. by 
the addition of Mercurial things, which, by their fpee- 
dy Flux and penetratlng-Property, do pierce into this 
our deftroyed Gold, diffolve it, and fo bring to pafs, 
that there is made of them both ( viz. of the deftroy¬ 
ed Gold, and which admits not of any redu&ion, and 
of the Volatile Mercury ) a certain fufile midling Body, 
which faid Body, thus conjoyned of the two, is to be 
maturated by the bare Regiment of the Fire. And by 
this Maturation,is this univerfal Medicament rendred 
fo fufible, as to have Ingrefs into all the Metals, and 
to penetrate them. 

A. Q But pray S/>,] Jt not this way of giving a more 
eafie Ingrefs and Flux to our deftroyed, and irreducible. 
Gold , by the Mecury of Metals, more facile, and a 
nearer one than that abovefaid way , which requires a great 
many Operations, by the reiteratingof Inceration audMul¬ 
tiplication 1 

B. Yes Verily, it is a fhorter and eafier way, as be¬ 
ing void of many tedious Labours, for it needs no¬ 
thing elfe, but that the Mercury of Tome Metals be put 
into fome good ftrong Glafs with the inverted Gold, 
and be fo brought unto Fixation. • But yet this Medi- 
cament,that is on this wife wrought up with they to a 
conftancy in the Fire, cannot extend its Colour fo 
largely, as that, which is rendred fufible by fo many 
reiterated Operations, becaufe, in every reiteration, the 
Tin&ure is exalted and multiplied. And now, have 
you any other demands? if fo, be brief, for the Even¬ 
ing approrcheth. 

A. Tes, Sir, there are many things , that I would ask. 
about , but feeing that my importunity is troublefome, 1 
J will at prefent reft content with thofe things, 1 have 
heard. Only, this one thing more would Igladly kjtow, viz. 
where 1 ought to feek. for the Soul of the King. 

B. You muft look, whither you have driven it, and 
there muft you feek it, and, having found it, you muft 
reftore it to the dead King, and fo you will again be¬ 
gin your Work, and you fliall again bring it through 
all the Variety of Colours, like as you did at the firft 
time. For when the Soul is reftored to the Body, 
there is made a new Solution, which is to be again 
putrefied, that it may turn back ■, and then proceeding 
farther on according to the fame way, as was done in 
the firft Operation, there will appear all the Colours, 
and they too far more delicate than in the foregoing 
Labour. The Crows head will be Blacker, the Dra¬ 
gons Blood Redder : The Lacvirginis Whiter, and the 
Salamander more fufile, than it was in the firft Ope¬ 
ration. For by how much the oftner you fliall repeat 
this Mortification and Vivification of the King , fo 
much the more Magnificent, more precious, and more 
efficacious a TinOure, will you obtain. Believe it, and 
give God the thanks, and be mindful of the Poor, 
a/Toon a‘ ever you are Mafter of your Defires. Come 
to me again upon Munday , that I may alfo teach you 
( according to my Promifc ) the way of making ano¬ 


ther Philofbphical work out of 1 he Poifonous, Vola¬ 
tile, and black Saturnine Magnefa : And fo farewcl. 

A. In going away fpake thus with bimfelf , PratJ'e and 
Glory be unto God,who hath thus , by the help of one Mast; 
beftowed on me fo great a Grace. I now go home with d 
cheerful mind , and there will 1 mojl deftroufly wait for 
Mundays approach , that fo I may Itkewrje get, from mf 
Friend Jent me by God , that other work,, L made ] out of 
the Volatile and Pbilofopbical Gold. But ibis Operation, 
done with fixed Gold, doth plcafe me wondroufly well,efpe- 
cially for this reafon.becaufe, in every Reiteration, there do 
always appear tbe fame Colours,which prefented tbemfelvef 
to view in the firft Operation. IVho would ever have be- 
lieved,that fo many, and fuch excellent Colours lay hid in 
coihmon Gold ? And nowfif this can be demonfirated in the 
common Gold, wbat may be expcUed from the fecret Gold 
of the Philofophers, in which (they fay ) many more Co¬ 
lours lye hid than do in common Gold. *Tu a common 
Proverb,[_I confefs^] that he who fetkj from another comes 
to kgtow many things, but fttfually J renders bimfelf un¬ 
grateful : But yet however, I cannot chufe but propofe un¬ 
to the Man one Ghtejlion more , perhaps fome fweet refrsjh- 
ing Solar Ray will Jhine upon me. My Friend! I am come 
again unto you. 

B. Well, tell me, what more you have to fay unto 
me? 

A. As touching thofe things which Ihavefeen, I defire 

no farther Information concerning them. But, it will moft 
thoroughly ferve my turn , if you will be but plea fed to an- 
fwer but unto one Quefiion, which I full propofe unto you: 
And that is this,Forafmuch as almojl all the Philofophers, 
in the defeription of their Stone, do tell us, 7hat the King 
is to be conjoyned , and R adically mixed, with the Queen in 
a peculiar Mercurial Bath , that fo from them an Ojf-fpring 
more noble than the Father may arife: And feeing like wife, 
that the fame Philofophers do at large celebrate the Coition 
of Mars and Venus .* My defire is very great, to under- 
ft and your Opinion concerning this bufinefs,' For if there 
could happen, or proceed, any good ejfett from this Conjun¬ 
ction of Geld with Silver, ct Mars with Venus, what 
need would there be of fo many repeated Cocliom of the 
Golds’ _ * 

B. This way, which you make mention of, is not 
unprofitable •, and, to tell you the Truth, there are yet 
nearer ways, the which ’whofoever enters into, will 
equally become a Mafter of great Arcana’s. I tvas 
willing to fhew unto you the work upon bare Gold 
only, for this reafon, viz. that you may fee with your 
Eyes, and as it were feel with your hands, that thofe 
moft eminent Colours do lye hid even in bare Gold 
too ■, which is a thing, that fcarce one of a thoufand 
would have believed. And now being certainly aflu- 
red, about the lying hid of fo great a Tin&ure in Gold, 
you may with the greater confidence fet about your 
Operations. 

A. Still more and more doth a brighter light fhine upon 
me. Nor can■ I enough admire, when / loolg upon the Ro- 
fey Colour of the Lyon, that out of fo finall a Lyon , there 
(hottld proceed fo great a quantity of Blood , coloured with 
fo excellent and delicate a Colour, when as notwithftand- 
ing, out of other much greater Animals, there is fcarce 
extraBible fo much Blood,as to anfwer to the bmfdretb part 
of this Blood. » 

B. What? do not you underftand, by what means, 
fuch an incredible quantity of Blood can flow forth out 
of fo fmall a Lyon ? What, do you not know, that the 
whole Body of the Lyon, which is the King of all 
Beafts, is notliihng elfe but the meie concentrated 
Blood of the heart, one half Ounce.of which, being 

' boiled in many hundred Ouncesof water, doth turn all 
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that water into Blood, as you your fclf have now i by any kind of disjoyning. But, that you may yet 
feen with your own Eyes. ^ I better undo Hand rhe whole butinefs, I will fubjoyn 

A. I confej}, that tkre have now been fbewn to the a few words more. Cur white Eagle being pur in 
vitivcf t nine own Eyes, Jucb and fi great things, the hkj common Water, makes the fame, wherein itjsdifTl- 


bf which I Meter heard fj much as one word of ’ from any 
others, N* P>>dy would believe me, and (wbLb is rvorfe J 
mine Enemies, whs are moji vile Compilers of infamous 
Libels i would Jit upon rnewith ftore of rtproaches and lyes, 
and call me Sophijler and Cheater , and would jay, that / 
boy l fj/ne Braille w*cd, or other Ked colouring Stuff in 
water , and Jo fell it for the R ofey Blood <f the Lyon. And 
therefore, I haze no reafon to mahf Jhew of any kjtowledge 
if this Jb great a Secret. 

B. How ? what will you be afiaid Co be a reporter 
bf the Truth \ and to manifeft thefe great wonders of 
God and Nature. That very way by which I (hew¬ 
ed unto you, that that moft high Colour arifeth out of 
Gold, by the fclf fame way may you be able to (hut 
the defiled mouths of ;our Enemies. And if they 
will not believe, that there lyes hidden fuch a Colour 
in Gold, they will be convinced by the (aid Lyons 
Blood, which, being made bright hot in a ftrong 
Eire, and afterwards boiled again in other water, will 
convert the fame, as it did the former, into Plood, and 
this you mav even do, as often as you pleafe. By this 
it is manifeftly evident, that the Blood of our Lyon is 
incombuftible. And in our beingbufied about thofe La¬ 
bours ofours,chere prefent themfelves to our view,three 
molt delicate Flowers : The firft is, a Violet , dyed with 
a mixt red and Sky Colour; Then, the White Lilly j 
and at laft, the immortal Amaranthns (tuning with a 
Scarlet dye. But why, immortal ? For this reafon, be- 
caufe neither the lhongeft Fire, nor the ftrongeft Cor- 
rofivc waters can at all hurt it, or change its Colours. 
The Amarambus is tinged with the higheft and mod 
conftant Colour, beyond all other Herbs and Flowers, 
the which does not (o foon vaniQi after the manner 
of other Colours, which other Flowers have, but a- 
bides conftant for many years, infomuch, that fuch an 
Herb is kept both Winter and Summer, to make Gar¬ 
land and Pofies, or fuch like, withal. 

A. If now any one could b* fc bstppj at laft, as to en¬ 
joy that Amaranthus, be might prefent many pious Vir¬ 
gins, with Pofies and Garlands made thereof 

2?. If you are defirous of ufing the Lyons Blood in 
your Operations, then follow Paracelfus his Dodhine, 
in his Tincture of the Philofophers, where he teacheth, 
that the Pvofey Blood is to be conjoyned andfixt with 
the white Glew of the Eagle', which way feem$*the 
neareft for the obtaining of the univerfal Tindture. 

A. 1 am delighted with bearing of this : 7 be R ofey 
Blood of the Lyon I have, but yet I want the white Glew 
of the Eagle ', which if I could but get into tny pow¬ 
er, 1 would con joy u them both together without any 
more delays and bring them to Fixation . But I cannot 
Jufficiently enough admire at this , viz. that Paracelfus 
hath made no mention y (f conjoyning the Virgins Milk, of 
Diana with the Kings Blood . 

B. Paracefus has not therefore injured any, in his 
rot manifefting all things fo clearly and openly, feeing 
it is the Cuftom with other Philofophers to do the 
like : If you are defirous to life Gold and Silver con- 
joyned together, in your working, then deal with the 
Silver, juft as 1 taught you to do with the Gold, and 
make thereof 2n incombuftible LacVirginis , and fuch 
as admits not of any Reduction*, the which is to be 
conjoyned with the incombuftible Blood of the Lyon, 
and to be put into a Vcffcl, that fo thefe two Bodies, 
being conjoyned, may be rroft conftantly [ or firmly ] 
united, and may never be feparated from each other 


ved, fo tenacious and glutinous, as that, it can glew 
Paper or other things together *> and, therefore it is 
not without caufe, that this our fecrct Salt is termed 
by Philofophers, the Glew of the Eagle. For thefe 
things,which this Glew joy ns together can never more 
be feparated from each other, and this is one mutual 
Bond, by which the Husband and . e \\ ife are fo 
linked together, that they cannot f f arate from one 
another. It doth nor much differ from the tye of 
Marriage, by which, the Husband and the Wife, or 
the young Man and NVid, arc by Gods Command fo 
knit and bound to c :ch uthcr by the ordinary Minifter 
of God , that nothing but Death an feparate them. 
If now a Man and Woman joyn themfelves together 
without the legitimate and publick Bond of Matri¬ 
mony, thev beget illegitimate Children, and can (when 
they pleafe) break that Conjunction of theirs, and 
depart the one from the other, bccaufc they are not 
coupled with that Marriage, that proceeds from the 
Command and^ Will of God s which faid coupling 
or Matrimony is in repute, and is generally obferved 
for a common Cuftom , and as being the Will and 
Command of God, not only amongft us Chrijiianr 7 
but likevvifc amongft Jews, Turks , and Heathens , 
throughout the whole World. And for this reafon, 
the Philofophers were pkafed to introduce the like 
coupling or Marriage in their vvoik, and that not on¬ 
ly of Sol with Lurie, but likewife of Mars with Vt* 
nus : Which Copulation, if wanting in thefe two laft 
[viz. $ and their conjoyning cannot have any 
good and happy Succefs, as daily experience witnefteth. 
But now if Mars and Venus be coupled by aPrieft in 
the lawful Bond of Matrimony, they likewife bring 
forth legitimate Children, and fuch as may be promo¬ 
ted, unto Kingly Dignities. I could yet kindle more 
light unto you here, concerning this our Philofophical 
Copulation, viz . by what means the moft inconftant, 
and moft highly Volatile, things may ( by the Opera¬ 
tion of the fame ) be fo conjoyned, as that they can 
never afterwards be loofened from their infeparable 
knitting together. But at the prefent you arc not ca¬ 
pable of bearing any more. Whatfoever hath been 
now omitted, by reafon of the (hortnefs of time, (hall 
be made up at our next meeting and Conference. But, 
one thing more comes in mind, which I would have 
you to know *, and 'tis this. When you would make 
any good thing of Mars and Venus , you muft in an 
efpecial manner beware of their grofs Bodies, which 
are Leprous and unfit for our work. *Tis their Blood 
you muft feck after, the Blood, 1 fay, of their inmoft 
Heart, and the true Soul that lyes hidden in that 
Blood, which is fo very near akin to the Royal Blood. 
And now,that you may enjoy fuch a moft noble Blood, 
you muft not imitate the Country fellows,who, thrufling 
a knife into the Hogs necks, do fave that Blood that 
flows out from thence, to make Puddings withal, and 
take both good and bad Blood together. No ! You muft 
therefore in the firft place, know for a certain Truth, 
that you muft feparate out of that groffer Blood of 
<f and v, that moft fubtil Arterial Blood of the Heart, 
without which Separation, you may not expeft any 
good Exceeding Event. Which faid Separation, fee¬ 
ing, 1 know, that you are ignorant of, 1 have thought 
good to fet it afore your Eyes, „ which more clear and 
more perfpicuous Expreffions. [ Know then 3 that 
that moft pure Blood is never gotten by any other 

means 
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means, but by the Corruption and Defiruflion of the 
Venereal and Martial Body i By which helps, thefe, 
f t > grofs and hard Bodies are in fuch wife opened, that 
the inmofl and molt fubtil Blood may be drawn our of 
them- But yet, tiler’s no need of defirot ing their Bo¬ 
dies by Forth, feeing that Nature her fell exhi¬ 

bits unto us their Bodies already opened, in Vitriol , 
and hath left no more for us to do, but the Labour of 
grafting the molt pure part thereout of. f or even 
ir the common Vitriol , M<rs and J'exits are found con- 
ioyned by Nature. And now, when we would draw 
thereout of the molt pure Blood, fuch a J itriol is to 
be chofen. which never haih been as yet in the Fire y 
this, Vitriol is to be diifolved in water, and to be 
filtered and feparated from all its Feces. This green 
Vitriol contains hidden tn its felt, the Blood of that 
‘’rcen Lyon, out of which, the faid Flood is to be ex¬ 
tracted by the help of a certain Magi tt, that fo the 
unprofitable and grofs Body may remain behind. F,or 
"tis the Spirit that vivifies, the Body is unprolttablc. 
But now, in your extrafling this Blood thus pure, you 
inuft not be too greedy, but have a Care, that you ex- 
traft no more than a little of the belt Blood : Which 
if you do not hcedfully mind, you will alfo extrafl to- 
ectlwrr with the pure Blood, the more giofs and more 
impure, aud fo your'work will be fpoil’d. For you 
need only the beft and‘molt fubtil white Blood of 
Mars and Venus. For, like as the fubtileft and no- 
blefl Blood of all the Animals is not Red, but White, 
rt-ft.the Sperm:3 Even fo, the B'ood of Mars and 
Ver.us, which comprehends the Virtues of the whole 
Body’and the true propagating Seed, is tinfled with 
a white Colour, in the fearch of which, ’tis expedient 
we bellow our Labour. Therefpre, after that we have 
extrafled, by the help of our Magnet, fomc two or 
three half Ounces of white' Blood, out of twenty 
Pounds of Vitriol diifolved in water, we then take it 
out, left it fhould alfo extrafl the moll grofs Blood 
too’ when it can find no more of the white Blood un- 
extrae^ed. You had therefore need be cautclous in the 
extraflion of that Tinftnre,and be circumfpefl in the 
Accomplilhment of the fame. For we are taught by 
Nature and Experience, that, in the Coition of Male 
and Female, there doth naturally concur a white Blood 
to the Propagation of their OfF-fpring, and in defefl 
of that, Nature is conftraincd to fend forth a vile and 
red Blood. Therefore, we mull here endeavour, with 
our ucmolt Care and Induftry,to purchafe by'otir ex¬ 
traflion tbs! 11 : 0 ft pure tVhitenefs. and not the moft 
grofs Rednefs.. For in-that white Virgins Milk Ive 
hidden all Colours, and the highefi Rednefs.. This 
white Virgins Milk, you may promote to a Fixity and 
CcnHaney, in a pure clean Glafs, without the Additi¬ 
on of any other thing, the which, after its being dry- 
cd, will become black, and will be tranlhted out of. 
the black Colour into fevcral others, and at length 
Amies with the highett Rednefs, which puts an end to 

the Operation. ■ 

But as concerning our Magnet, feeing you know it 
already, you will no! need any farther infiruflion a- 
bout it. You have thus heard my Opinion about Mors 
and Venus , and have underflood , by what means | 
fome good thing may be.thence had. Neither mull 
sou perfuad’e your Elf, that there is any other way of 
f-aving any benefit out of them s how great is the num¬ 
ber ot’thole, who by their vain Labours have migh¬ 
tily endamaged tbcmClvts, following the Writings 
of R.-frilnr ,.in which lie teacheth to make a Red Oyl 
out of Vitr'c’L which lie calls Gold Philofophical 1 lie 
Bare literal-Su.fc is not ai'ways. and evciy where in his 


Writings to be taken. There is no doubt, but that 
no fmall benches are to be had out of Vitriol . For the 
Philofophers themfelvcs do hint forth unto us, the 
benefit therein hidden, in thefe words : Vifitabis, In - 
ttriora , Terr. r, ReEIificandoy Invent es , Occult aw , Lapi- 
dem t Veram , hledicinam *, Ton jhall Vifit the inward 
parts of the Earth , and by Re&ificationyou fljjll find an 
hidden Stone y a true Medicine. And now at !aft, to clofe 
tip this our Conference with fome profitable Admoni¬ 
tion, know, that I would have thee forbear from the 
troublefome Codtion of the imperfect Metals, by rea- 
fon of the too many i mpuri ties, which create many 
Moleftations in the Separation of them, and caufe 
much lofs of time. 5 Tis better, that you take in hand 
Sol and D to perfedt the Work withal, which Metals 
do molt abundantly contain in them, the Red and 
White Tindture, and are already freed by Nature from 
moft of their impurities. And although, I have not as 
yet made the univerfal Tindhire out of 0 and D, yet 
there hath appeared unto me fo much s from fo many, 
and fuch various Operations, that Ido not in the 
leaft doubt, but that the immortal Jimaranthus may 
be made out of them } whereunto you may boldly 
give Credence, without doubting at all. 


The COROLLARY, 

« ’ * - . 

Or, Trefcnt over and above. 

N this Dialogue, the Dragons Elood is fo dcRribed, 
as if it needed full fix whole days Operations, to 
be perfefted and brought to its full end, nor did I 
then know any nearer way. But afterwards, there 
became known unto me a nearer and mere compen¬ 
dious Proccfs, whereby I can now (Praife and Glory 
be to God for the fame") in a few hours time intro¬ 
vert and tranfmute the diifolved Gold, and reduce it 
into a Red Blood, and that by the help 
^i ‘ rt cnc only certain White Vrincns fub- 
" Ijmate , concerning which, I have trea¬ 
ted more at large in the fifth Part of my Phamiacnpej 
Spagyrica. And upon the fame Account have I like- 
wife written, that the faid of Blood of Gold muft 
£ needs ] at length get an eafic Fluxibility 2 nd In- 
gre’fs by the frequent Iteration, or Abflraflion of the 
moifi Spirits from the dry Gold. Eut forafmuch as 
the Multiplicity of fuch Abltraflions is.not only full 
of laborious Operations, but alfo chargeable and re¬ 
quires much time ■, and that the fludious Searcher after 
fo great a Secret, may not by being affefted with the 
Tedioufnefs of fo many toylfome Operations, be quite 
weary, and at laft throw off all hopes: Ido therefore 
commend unto every one, that other and nearer way 
of getting it a Fufibility and Ingrefs, riz. the incerat’- 
ing it by Mercury , by the benefit whereof, he will far 
fooncr and eaficr arrive unto his purpofe and final Scope. 
And although I have hitherto been hindred through 
want of time, befidcs (many other impediments) from 
having cos pleaily finifhed the Operation of the faid 
Tinfturc. Yet notwithflanding, I do with an allured 
and undoubted confidence affirm unto every one, that 
there is given a moll certain occafion £ or Capability J 
of r lie making and finifhingit,, and that by the hither¬ 
to described way. I bequeath to fuch. of our Poflcri- 
ty, as are of a Good, Sincere,and faithful mind, thofe 
things which 1 have wrought with mine - own hands', 
- and- 
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and withal to what iflue I have brought all my Ope- plentifully and abundantly preparing the Lyons Blood* 
rations. It is free for every one (as time and occafion and of performing no (mall matters therewith in a 
ferves) to make Tryal about attaining onto the Phyftcal way: And therefore I fiial! be well content, 
wifht for end. For my part, I do heartily thank though I never arrive unto the defired end of finifa- 
God, that he hath vouchfafed unto me the Ability of ing the Operation of the univerfal Tindture. 


Dbe Second Dialogue > or Conference, Or a Continuation of the prcce - 
dent (foliocjuy or Dialogue, treating of the Preparation of an unfaer - 
jal (^Medicament out of the blacky venomous and Volatile, Saturnine 
Magnefia. 


A. TT LfJJed be the turn; of the Lord, -who bath 
B J caufed another Day to fhine upon me. I will 
I ^ presently hafte to my faithful Majler, and 
Mk Jr will beg from him the DoCtrine of the fecond 
univerfal Medicament, that he promifed unto me. 

Aid hayl t y yee, my dearefl of Friends ! God Grant that 
this Day may prove happy and lucky to me and yoit : I 
am come hither to bear from you, if it/land with your 
Conveniency, to make good your Courteous Promifes at this 
prefent, and to teach me the making and Preparation of 
your fecond univerfal Me die ament :For J have an exceeding 
ardent defire, to kjtorv the manner of Preparing it , out of 
that Volatile and poyfonous Mineral. 

B. I thank you for your good Wifhes, and wifh un¬ 
to you the fame you wifht me. Look here, here’s a 
piece of our venemous Saturnine Magnefia , which is 
the true Matter, that the Philofophers Stone is pre- 
pared out of. 

A. I pray , is this blacky ft one the true Matter , out of 
which is wont to be made the univerfal TinUure , and 
St me of the wife Men ? Verily I much wonder, that this 
fhould be the Gold of the Philofophers , 1 am extraordi¬ 
narily defirous of feeing, by what means fo excellent a 
Medicament , and fo noble alindure can arife out of fo 
bafe and venemous a Body. I fhould rather adhere to that 
old and common Proverb, and fay , Who can wjjh the 
Elackmoore white, which Nature hath generatedBlackJ 
Ibis now feems unto me more ejlranged from the Truth, 
than that which you propounded lafl week, of the common 
Gold. For bow could it feem at all likely to any ones 
bare reafon, that fuel) a Body could be brought into a no - 
thing, and again reduced unto a certain Body: But time 
will inflrulf, whether this be pcfftblc or not. 1 will there¬ 
fore very patiently Wait for the Event of thofe tbings,whicb 
you jhallfljew unto me. 

B. What? Still more incredulity, and do yon a-‘ 
new produce £and Pradtife ] the Faith of unbelie¬ 
ving Thomas £ viz . to fee and Teel afore you believe ? ] 
What do you think, I would go about to perfuade 
you, that you have a wooden Nofe flicking on to your 
Face? Alas, Sir! my time is a little more precious 
than fo, to fpend it in an unprofitable Tattling. And 
that time which I now beflow upon this our Confe¬ 
rence, is fpent to this end, to free you from your un¬ 
belief, and to bring you unto a true and evident Cre- 
dency •, to the performance of which, 1 am fiirred up 
by the Authority of the Sacred Writ, which Com¬ 
mands, that we reclaim fuch as err, into the right 
way, and that we fhall receive from God this re¬ 
ward for our Labour, viz. our Star fhall fhine in Hea¬ 
ven blighter than others. Btfidcs. Chriltian love re¬ 
quires the fame at our hands, that we do good to o* 
thers. And forafmuch as I have well known your 


t 

Chriflidn like Converfation, and Godly way of living 
thefe many years part, why fhould I deny you the 
things you demand, or wind you into the Intricacies 
of a greater Labyrinth, feeing you have but too long 
fluck In them already ? The things which you can¬ 
not at firft underhand or believe, the end will at Iaffc 
conflrain you thereunto. Your parr is to liflen very 
attentively to all the words, I am about to fpcak. For 
I can eafily take away from you all incredulity, and 
remove out of your mind every Scruple of doubting. 
How fourely you look upon this black Mineral, well, 
but you fhall prefently find, that all the mofl delicate 
Colours of the whole World are mofl abundantly found 
therein '■> and by the help of an Art deferibed by the 
Philofophers, they will appear one after the other in 
Operation, even from the Black head of the Crow, to 
the Red Salamander. 

A. Blefs me, what an ardent Stfire have 1 to fcetbejc 
things ? 

B. Have you not read in the Philofophers, that the 
pure is to be feparated from the impure, and the pu¬ 
rer part is to be ripened? Separate, fay they, the pure 
from the impure, and bring it to Maturity. And they 
call Separation, the wafhing away of the Blacknefs, 
which being wafht off, the Whitenefs prefents it fclf 
to view? The Fire (fay they) and Azotb wafhL^- 
ton Laton (ignifics our black Mineral : Azotb figni- 
fies their (bong Acetum , which wetteth not the hands. 
This Acetum, as well as our Salarmoniacl ( Q afore men¬ 
tioned^] hath its Rife from common Salt. Both of 
them, as to the external fhape, and tafte too, and 
Efficacy and Virtue are in a manner juft alike. With 
fuch an Acetum is our black Matter diffolved into a 
Snowy-white, pellucid and very clear, water, as you 
may here fee. This water have the Philofophers called 
their Mercury In it, are hidden all the Colours that 
are in the whole World, but yet not vifibly evident, 
afore that this water, or this Mercury be put upon the 
water, £ I believe he means, upon the Fire] and be 
cherifhed by little and little, like Hens Eggs, which 
cherifhing drys up the water by little and little, into 
Earth , and genders the Colours vifible one after 
another, as you fhall prefently fee. 

A. f Good lack , ] who would ever have believed , the 
things which I at prefent See ? Our Mercurial water hath 
been fcarce three Dayi in digeflion, yet begins to change 
it felf into a White Milk c And now it is £ but ] the 
eighth day, and this fa id Milk, goes into a Coagulum or 
Curd , and within in the GLfs about the Edges f of the 
Matter ] there jbints a delicate Rednefs , but yet I believe 
it is not fxt or Conflaut , 

B . Pray,how can it be conftant, feeing it does but 
reprefent the Dragons Blood and will prefently begone, 

I But 













Part ill. 


34 


T'be < Boo!{ of Dialogues. 


But, proceed you but on with this fird Degree of Fire ] 
only, and that little and little, until the whole water < 
be turned into an afiiy Colour’d earth : When this is i 
done, we will encreafe the Fire by little and little, one i 
Degree more,' which will leifurely turn the afhy Colour 
into a Black one. 

A. I will nfe my utmnff diligence and obfervanej. 

B. Do you fee now that fleeke and ffiining Black- 
nefs like the Head of the Crow , covered over with 
abundance of black and very fmall Feathers : And 
upon this Account, the Philofophers have called this 
thus appearing Colour, the Crorvs head. Tothisblac 
Crows head, adminifter the third Degree of Fire, 
which will tranfmute this black head into various, 
mod delicate Colours , ffiining like o and » : Then 
continue on this degree of Fire, that all the faid un¬ 
stable Colours may vanilh, and may prefent to view 
the white Colour. After Wliitenefs, follows Yellow- 
refs, which at laft will be covered Over with the 
condarit and permanent Rednefs : Which appearing, 
the fourth Degree of Fire is to be adminifired, that 
that Rednefs may be more' and more exalted, and 
waxing Redder may attain unto its due Fixity and 
Conftancy i the which,by way of fimilitude, the Phi¬ 
lofophers call, a SaUmattder , arid is the end of our 
whole Work. 

A. I Jhould never have fo much as dreamt, that Jo 
black * body could in fo fhort a fpace of time have been 
traiifmutld into a niofl pure TPhitenefs , and that this 
fame Whitenefs could , by an admirable faffing through 
all Colours, paft into a moff dilicate Rednefs, but lpray, 
when this Matter hath obtained this Rednefs , is it to be 
accompted if as an Vniverfal Medicine 

B. Yes, Verily, becaufe all the curable Difeafes of 
Men, may (by that fame Matter) be rellored to for¬ 
mer Health •,. and thatfafer, better and perfecfflier than 
can be done with any Herbs, or any other known Me¬ 
dicaments. I except that Med icamerit, which is ex¬ 
tracted out of this, and concentrated into a much 
nobler Nature. But, as concerning the Tranfmuta- 
tion of Metals, it yields not any Protit,afore it be made 
fixt and conftant in the Fire j to the effecting of 
which, theieisrequired a Efficiently great fpace of time. 

A. As far as I can underjland , there may' be a yes 
better and profit a bier Medicament prepared, than this is. 

B. Yes, Verily, that there may, a much better and 
more ufeful, becaufe. that with' this, there are as yet 
adinixt many unprofitable Feces, which ought to be 
feparated therefrom: And the Cafe is far otherwife 
in the perfecting of this Work out of this Mineral, 
then in that which is done with Gold, for this is all 
over defiled with many impurities: For every one 
mult needs think, that there are abundance of Feces 
£ that arc to be] feparated from that Mineral, and 
by how much the more impurities are feparated, fo 
much the more efficacious mull the Medicament it 
felf of ncceffity be. Now in this prefent Degree and 
State it is brought unto by us, it would be Efficient 
for all kind of Difeafes > which if we would yet have 
to be far more efficacious and ftronger, it would be 
expedient, that we feparate yet the more unprofitable 
and ufelefs Feces,and concentrate the more pure Effence 
into a more narrow Room and lelTcr Body, for tis 
the Soul only or Quinteffence of things , that heals 
Difcafis. The (hells or husks bring no Profit at all, 
and this the Husbandmen well know ^ for they fepa¬ 
rate the husks and chaff from the Corn , afore they 
bake Eread. The Medicinal Virtues of Herbs and 
Minerals are but of a frrall weight, afore they are 
fued from th'c Bonds and Fetteis of their Bodies: 


Eut now, after that they are feparated from their Bo- • 
dies, they can perform incredible effcCis even in a 
moll fmall quantity, and fuch as the great weight of 
that Body, whence they are cxtraCfcd, will never cffcCf. 
Look but on a living Man that is in good Health, with 
how ready and nimble a Motion can he llir his Limbs, 
and what lirength he can put forth : But as foon as 
ever the Soul (hall have feparated it felf from the Body, 
how infenfiblc and immoveable the Body lies, and 
not ferviceable for ar.y life ? .It is therefore a certain 
and undoubted Truth, that the Life of all things 
wanteth weight, and this ffiall be more clearly, and 
more evidently demonfirated by the Concentration 
of.this univerfal Medicament. For that .which one 
Ounce, now, does, of this thus prepared Medicamenr j 
half an Ounce, when concentrated, will perform the 
fame : And that which half an Ounce of this Medi¬ 
cament once concentred will effedf , one quarter part of 
an Ounce, or a Dram of the fame twice concentra¬ 
ted, will effedf the fame. And according to this com- 
pute 5 may you proceed on farther. For by how much 
the oftner the prepared Medicament is concentrated, 
fo much the more Feces are feparated therefrom: And 
by how much narrowlier the Virtues are contracted, 
fo much the greater effects do they produce. And 
thus there needs not in a manner any weight in Medi¬ 
cinal ufe. That which ten Grains of an unconcentrated 
Medicament is wont toaccomplifh, yon will effect the 
fame with one Grain of the Medicine,when concentred, 
to be put either in Ale or Wine for fome hours, if need 
be, or elfe held in the Mouth. For foe it will no lefs 
difplay its occult Virtues and Powers, than if the 
Powder of the not concentrated Medicament had been 
otherwife drunk down. Befides too, fuch a Medica¬ 
ment may be a long time ufed without lofing of its 
Virtues, and that not only inwardly, but outwardly 
alfo in all Wounds, Ulcers, and fuch like external 
affetffs. For all new W'ounds, as alfo old Ulcers 
whatfoever they be, are happily cured by the laying 
on of thofe Medicaments, it the fame Medicines be 
likewife ufed inwardly. Nor reeds there here many 
Employers, Cataplsfmes , and Ointments : Concerning 
which thing, fee more in the Fifth Part of niy Phar¬ 
macopeia Spagyrica , where the ufe of this Medicament 
is treated of. 

Read alio thofe things, which that mod excellent 
Fhilofopher Van Helmont declares of another certairi 
Philofopher, Butler by Name, viz. that he had a cer¬ 
tain Stone, at London in England, which being fweld a 
very little in Oyl Olive, rtndred the fame exceeding¬ 
ly Viituous, that fome few drops thereof taken into 
the Body, would drive away the mod grievous Di- 
feafes, and being outwardly applyed to Wounds []or 
Sores] would fpcedily heal them. Thefe things Hel¬ 
mont tedifks to be true, as being an Eye witnels of 
the fame. But I do not attribute fuch incredible Vir¬ 
tues unto my Medicament, for as much as 1 my felf 
doubted of this Story of Butler , and could not believe> 
that any Medicament could be promoted to this fo 
high a Degree of powerful Efficacy : But now, feeing 
1 I perceive that it is poffble to Art, for the Virtues of 
: things to be contradjed into a narrow Room, and be 
; concentrated ■, I do upon good ground cad this doub- 
: ting tiff from my mind, and adhere to thofe things 
, which I fee with mine Eyes, and touch with my Hands. 
Certain, and dimly undoubted it therefore is, that not 
only the Medicinal Virtues and Powers of this our 
Matter may be contracted into fuch a narrow Com- 
pafs, as to effect an hundred fold more in Medicine, 
than that more grofs Body could do: But alfo this 
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may be acquired or efFefted too, ziz . that hidden Co¬ 
lour or 1 indlurc in our black Magnefia may like- 
wife be concentrated, together with that Multiplica¬ 
tion of Virtues \ ihfomuch, that in.the fevera] Con¬ 
centrations, the Colour of the concentrated Body may 
be exalted, the which, moii high Colour, or exalted 
Tindiure can never at any rime be gotten, without 
our fecret Concentration: ?For orherwife, if there 
were no need of that Concentration, it would necef- 
firily follow, that chat Magnefia of ours would be no 
other than a mod pure Body, not at all needing any 
ablucion of its grofs, and unprofitable,' and black 
impuriry : But this is not fo, as wc faid afore about 
the Gold, which is pure in its own Nature, and of 
it felf void of all Defilements, and being a ripe Body 
and mere Tinfture, needs no other thing, than this, 
that its inward Parts be turned outwards , and its 
outward Parts inward, by that Philofophical intro- 
vcrflon, and that fo its external Yellownefs may be¬ 
take it felf inwards, and the internal Rednefs may 
come forth outwards, or ( to fpeak the more clearly ) 
that the manifeft Yellownefs may be hidden, and the 
hidden Rednefs may be manifefied. But now, the 
Cafe is not thus with this our black Earth, and im¬ 
pure Saturnine Mineral} in the which , both good 
and evil, pure and impure, Poifon and Medicine lye 
mixt together: Infomuch, that it is altogether ne- 
ceffary to feparate the black and grofs impurity, from 
that noble and tender Medicinal Pearl, and to reduce 
it unto Fixity. 

A. With gaping Month, and open E yes , do I even 
fivallorv down your Vifcourfe , and yet I cannot pierce into 
the Foundation of the whole bnftnefs , nor under [land it. 
1C on fpeak^ of fetch an artificial Cone er.tr at ion, and which 
is beyond all my apprehenfions , for I never in all my whole 
Life time heard any thing of it , as far as 1 remember , 
much left read ought concerning it. 

B. I will fet before you then a Similitude, that fo 
you may the rcadiler underftand the knack. Examine 
well, and confider. Wine, Ale, or the Lees of Wine \ 
and by your fearching you (hall find, that there is in 
them but very little of the Corroborating Spirit, or 
Soul, the remainder is nothing clfe but mere impu¬ 
rities, defticuce of all Virtues. Now if fomc Phyfi- 
cian or other ffiould adminiftcr to his Patient a large 
Cupful of Lees, to cheer and comfort his heart withal, 
would you not accufe him of ignorance, and Folly ? 
For though there is fomthing of comforting Virtues 
in the troubled Lees, yet it is impeded, or clogged, 
by the great quantity of the dreggy Lees, from right¬ 
ly performing its proper Office. But put Cafe, that 
it could difplay its own Virtues, yet ncverthelefs, even 
the admixt impurity would alfo exercife its own ac- 
cuftomed Evil, and fo the Good would be confounded 
with the Evil, or rather be quite over powred by the 
fame. For this reafon, there is nothing more ne- 
ceffary , than that the good be feparated from the 
evil, before any thing be ufed about making Medi¬ 
cine. Therefore even as there are Workmen to be 
found, who, by the vulgar Difiillation and Reftifica- 
tion, do feparate the Hearf-rtfreffiing Spirit out of the 
fordid Lccs of Wine and Ale, and bring it uncoufe, 
give the remaining filthy dreggs and ufclefs Feces to 
the Hogs to eat : Even fo do we ( the Lovers of the 
Spagyricl^ Art) feparate the pure Virtues and Towers 
of things from the grofs, fordid, and noxious impu¬ 
rities, afore we adminiftcr them to our Patients. 

A. As ioncerning thefe Sayings of yours , lam dear¬ 
ly of your Opinion , and ivitbal do flid^chfe to that com¬ 
mon Preverb , which faith , Speal{ that which is Trwih^ 
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eat that, which is bal\ed, and drinl{ that wbi b is dear , 
! [ } 0H be defrous of a long Fife. For my part , 1 de¬ 
light to have tbe Kernels , and purged or cleanfed Fruits , 
and wiUiftgly leave tbe busby and (hells to the Swine, 
that are delighted with Bran and Chaff, and their own 
Dung. 

F. I am cxfreamly fatisfied, that I have already 
(thanks be to God ) fecn the whole Work, and have 
a fufficient thorough undcrlianding of the whole Balls 
of the fame, viz. that the purer and fubtiler part is 
to be feparated from the more impure and grolfer 
part, and, by an often lfpeated Separation, and artifi¬ 
cial Concentration, to be advanced into a molt fub- 
tile, molt pure, and meft noble Quintelfence, if any 
one has a mind to produce effects of fome great 
moment, or to do more than common things. And 
now, as you have learned, from the words of our 
precedent Conference , the way of making an uni- 
yerfal Medicine out of common Gold : So have you 
likewife again received, from this bur prefent difeour- 
fing togetlier, the Confection of the univerfal Medi¬ 
cament, out of our Saturnine A/agitefia, which is the 
Foot of the vulgar Gold. But, although both of thefe 
Medicaments are, as per ft and fingly alone, very ex¬ 
cellent and effectual enough, yet notwithftanding it 
plainly, and clearly appears unto our ken, that the 
power and Virtues of both the univerfal Medicines 
admit of being promoted unto afar higher Degree > 
the which thing we fee is pollible'to be done by the 
means of Conjunction, anchis to be thus underftood. 
When a Seed is implanted into its own growing 
Root, it attracts out of fuch.a Root, which is of its 
own kind, or Nature afar better, and more nourifhing 
Alimentary juice, than out of the grofs Earth. For 
example. The Seed of a Rape Root being put in the 
Earth, produceth Rapes of the fame bignefs that the 
Rapes were of, from whence the Seed came : And as 
often as you (hall commit that Seed (by fowing) to 
the Earth, you fhall, notwithftanding, never have 
greater and better Rapes than thofe, from whence the 
Seed was taken. But now, if the Seed of fome Rape 
be fown into fome other Rape which is in the Earth, 
and which hath grown unto the half of its bignefs al¬ 
ready •, that Seed will fprout forth, and grow up like as 
the other Seeds planted in the Earth will do, but yet 
fooner, becaufe it finds a better Nutriment in its own 
Mother, than that docs, which is planted in the bare 
Earth .■ And hereupon, it mull neceffarily produce a 
greater Rape Root , and from the greater Root will pro¬ 
ceed a greater Seed. And this is the reafon, that 
there are fuch great grown Rapes , which make every 
Body wonder at them : Some fuch I have feen, that 
weighed ten, twelve, yea and twenty Pound weight. 

If you have a mind to try, fow a few Rape Seeds, 
throwing them into the Earth, which when they fhall 
have grown to the bignefs of an Egg, take a wooden 
fharp Hick, and make therewith a fmall hole, even 
into the middle of the faid Rape, and then put there¬ 
into your Rape Seed, and flop up the hole with foft 
[[clammy 3 Potters clay, that fo the Rain may not get 
in and rot the Root. Thus now, that Seed will alfo 
( as being in its own Root) grow up out of this Rape, 
ex iff ing and growing in the Earth, and will dilate that 
its Root, and advance it to a greater bignefs. The 
Reafon’s this, becaufe it can attraCf unto it felf a 
better and more convenient Nourifhment from a Root 
of its own kind, than out of the bare Earth. And 
if you fhall pra&ife thus with other Seeds likewife, 
you will efie<ft the fame, as with this. N.B. From 
the Seeds of fmall RjdiJbes , implanted into great 
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Rape R oots, tliere grow huge Rad/fbes. This kind of 
Propagation may not unfitly be likened to a Mothers 
fuckling her Infant, which attrafteth and draws its 
Nourifhment from the Mothers Breads : But the Mo¬ 
ther it fclf receives her Nourifhmcnt from the Fruits 
of the Earth, and that, being changed into a fweet 
Milk, fupplies the Infant, whereby it is fufiained and 
nourifh’d. But that I may lay the whole bufinefs afore 
your Eyes, by a more full Declaration, I will yet far¬ 
ther add one Similitude more. Take you fome wild 
and not yet ripe Stock of a Pear , Apple, Cherry, or 
fome other Fruit-bearing Trees, fuch, I fay, as is not 
yet full grown, but is as yet conftituted in its firft ten¬ 
der Age, take off from it, all its Boughs, which bear 
Q but J a wild and fower Fruit, and Cut it all orf 
even unto the bottom, and to the Stock Handing out 
of the Earth • plant a Cion, pluckt off from another 
Tree that does not bear wild Fruit,, into this Stock, 
betwixt the Bark and the Wood of the. fame, where 
’tis cut ofF with the Saw, and fence, it well with 
Wax , or tenacious Clay, &c. againft the. Rain : If 
now you (hall thus do, and do yoqr work Gardner- 
like, that fruitful Cion will draw unto it felf the wild 
Juice, out of. that wild Tree or Stock, and make it 
better, fo that it will no more bear any - wild Fruit, 
but fuch as that-Tree did bear, from which (he Cion 
was pluckti ;If how, fo fmall a Cion of fome culti- 
vated and fruitful Tree can fo change the, wild Juice 
of a wild Stock, that it becomes far better, and more 
noble : Why, fhould not Gold do the fame in our 
Metallick Tree,- when ingrafted in Lead as in its pro¬ 
per Root? Verily in my Opinion, there is not abet¬ 
ter Earth .(■ from which that golden Seed may attract 
unto it felf an Alimentary Nourifhroent,and fo multiply 
It felf even to infinity.) to'be had, than its own pro¬ 
per Root. But yet, with this Provifo, that all the 
grofs and degenerate Boughs be firII cut ofl from that 
fame grofs Root, for fo, it will the eafilier and readi- 
lier change its wild and degenerate Juice, (when joy- 
ned to the golden Seed :or Cion, ) and fo will be chan¬ 
ged into a far.nobler, and produce Fruits a thoufand 
fold. -You fee, my Friend ! what good Will I bear to 
you,' in that.T have fo faithfully opened unto you all 
thofc things which I thought neceflary to be known, 
for the' perfecting of fo great a Work. Ponder well 
in your mind, upon the Similitudes of the Rape and 
C/on, and believe, that what I have here fpoken is 
not cafually and at Random. For they have more 
hidden under them, than they feem to fhew for, and 
than you would imagine. Length of time will open 
your Eyes,, which are as yet blinded, as to abundance 

of things, (if God permit.) . 

A. .Surely, Sir , I cannot ebufe but wonder anew, when 
l accurately, confider the things you have declared unto 
me, of changing the wild Nature, of the wild Vegetative 
Fruits into a tame, mild,. Property : And that fuel) a 
’Jranfmutation of the ignobler Nature , into a more noble 
One, tabes place alf> ' in Metallick Affairs. Ihey are 
verily fuJ) things, as are of weighty Concernment, and 
n/otl worthy a mo\l accurate Confide rati on. But , indeed, 
who can fufficiently enough’ confider of all the Vivine pi¬ 
racies ? Bhff’d be his mejt holy Name for evermore. 

B. Amen. . a _. „ 

A. 1 irtve u\tto you , for your courteous in\iruction, mojr 

hearty thank,and remain obliged unto you all my wb le 
J.tfe. And thus with what hath been fa id, I commit 
bub you d>td m\ felf to Gods protection . 

/>. My cleared Friend, I have now performed the 
Promife Lmade unto you, and am not meanly de¬ 
lighted, in that you have underilood the meaning of 


thofe things, which 1 have faid unto you : But yet I 
cannot but admire, that you are not Covetoufly de- 
lirous of knowing yet more, and that you do not 
Crave an yet more prolix unfolding of more mat¬ 
ters. For you well know, that you cannot every day 
have the Enjoyment of my Company. 

A. For thofe things, which 1 at prefent received from 
you j do I return you mojl hearty t hanky , another time 
God will vonchfafe more: The great ell dejire 1 have at 
prefent, is to Jet about Jo great aWork^ and to have the 
Fruition of the hoped for Fruit . If you are fo minded > 
and bent upon doing Friendly Favours , I do requtjl you, 
that you would oblige my Brother by your good turns , if 
be Jballbap to come unto you # and Petition for ought at 
your bands-, for you may affijl him in fome fmall , yet goods 
Arcanum: For he bath been jlupid, or nnapprehenfive 
enough hitherto , and much needs fome accurate injlrufiion. 
But wl)at (ball I fay ? Ihe fjck^ tookj after the Phyfcian-, 
he that is thorough Well has no need of him. Such 
things as are hard to be underjlood , exceed his Capacity: 
Ihe more cafe things are more commodious. And ft 
again , Farewel. 


The C 0%0 LLAX1. 

I Have taught in this Dialogue, That the If bite Lac 
virginis ( after its being extracted, by Diftillation, 
out ot the Black Magnefta, and after its Exaltation, 
in Virtue and Efficacy , by Rectification and Concen¬ 
tration,) is to be freed from its fuperfluous Humidity, 
and yet the dry Matter is to be made permanent in tbc 
Fire-, by the gradual Operation of the Fire . Now for 
the more accurate Declaration fake*, thefe things 
which follow fhall be yet farther fubjoyned. 

That Fixation, if it be to be perfected by the 
£ bare 3 help of the common Fire, requires a long and 
tedious time, fo that there’s no reafon for a Man to 
perfuade himfelf, that he can finifh the fame in one 
years fpace. I fpeak by my own experience, for I 
my felf have tryed, and find that it cannot be, that 
one year (hould fuffice for the finifhing of this 
Fixation, for indeed it requires a much longer time. 
For after that, 1 had fofar advanced the Matter, that 
it had patted through all the Colours, as to flow when 
put upon a Red hot Plate, and to infinrate it felf 
thereinto, like Oyls penetrating into a dry Hide, yet 
was it not rixt enough nor confhnt, nor ferved it for 
the tinging of the Metals, but when a vehement Fire 
was applycd thereunto, away it went in fume j but 
yet not without an evident Demonfftation of the 
pottibility of the fame. For as much therefore, as it 
does not yield that fatisfadory Fruit, [ and SuccefsJ 
and feeing that fuch great Labours are not undertaken, 
without the ekpedarion of fome Profit, and that the 
hoped for Fruits cannot however be gathered,afore chat 
the faid matter is promoted to aperfed Maturity, and 
confequently dreads not any the moft vehement Storms 
of the Fire any more *, any one may eafily conjedure, 
that there needs ( as 1 faid afore ) a more tedious fpace 
of time for this Fixation, if it be to be done and per¬ 
fected by the common Fire of Coals. But now, he 
chat has the knowledge of the fecret tire, of the An¬ 
cient Philofophcrs, fuch an one will much eafier, and 
fpcedier, arrive unto the wifhed end of the Operation# 
The Nature of the vulgar and fugacious Minerals doth 
verv difficultly and flowly admit .of that fixation, 
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which is made with the Fire of Coals: And this I 
was unwilling to conceal from the diligent Searcher 
after the Secrets of Nature** yet farther adjoyning this 
Admonition, [_viz. 3 that a very profitable Medica¬ 
ment may neverthelds be prepared in afhorter fpace of 
rime, and an appearance made of the admirable, and 
highly delightful Variation of abundance of moft de¬ 
licate Colours. For the firft Colour that appears is 
like the black head of a Crow, prefenting it ftlf to view 
like the Colour of. blackGlafs. This blacknefs going 
off by little and little, gives place to the White, and 
pondrousMafs *, which is called by the Philofophers, 
rhe White Swan, and not without reafon, becaufe that 
felf fame white Matter is not fo compact and Stone¬ 
like, as that black Crms Head, but is porous, and not 
much unlike unto a kind of heap made of abundance 
of fmall and white Feathers. When this Whitenefs 
is turned into a Yellow, thofe Feathers vaniffi, and 
the Mafs returns to its former Compaftnefs, and re- 
fembles the form of a yellow Stone : Of which if you 
put a little piece upon fome Red hot Silver,or Copper¬ 
plate, it will at firit ftand like a Red blood, and after¬ 
wards penetrate the Copper-plate, and tinge it both 
within and without with a white Colour m y but yet, 
fomewhat brittle as yet, and yields in the Cineritium , 
or Cupel, fome Silver, and operates in Medicine fome- 
what eflTedlually, like the white Scone, but yet weaker. 
It likewife pierccth into a Silver-plate, like as Oyl in¬ 
to a S\in, and tingech it with a yellow Colour, which 
being feparated by the Cupel , and dilTolved in Aqua 


Fortir , leaves excellent Gold in the bottom. I have 
not as yet made any farther Progrefs on the Opera¬ 
tion, being quite tired, and weary of fpending any 
longer, and more tedious time thereabouts , which 
however was ncceflarily requifitc to the perfc&ing of 
this Tinfturc with the Fire of Coals. But yet I have 
by me all the Coloursas they follow on after each othm, 
which I can (hew unto any one i whereby they may fee 
with their Eyes the moil evident poilibiliry of Nature ; 
To which end alfo I am minded to preferve thofe 
Tinctures by me, that they maybe an everlafting Me¬ 
morial of fo great arhing, unto my Pofterity ; Euc 
for my part, I will commend [to every one ] that 
fhorter way of bringing the work to the wifhed end, 
by the Mediation of the fecret Fire of the Philofo¬ 
phers : Concerning which, the following Dialogue, 
and the little Book, of Fires , treats. For the imma¬ 
ture Firft Ens of Gold, cannot be excofled [or di- 
gefted 2 into the defired Tindlure by any thing more 
eafily, than in its own proper fecret Fire i and not by a 
Coal Fire. 

And that it may clearly appear, that I have written 
the Truth, I will fend unto fome of my Friends 
(God willing) fome of thofe whiteand yellow Stones 
to be ufed not only in Medicine, but in Alchymy too \ 
that fo they may make tryal and experimentally find, 
that Tindlurcs have a Power of bettering, and amen¬ 
ding Metals, afore they have arrived unto the half 
part of their Fixation. 


Fhc F’bird Dialogue, or Conference , betwixt B . and C. treating of the 
true ‘Vmvcrfal and particular Medicine of the ancient ‘Philofophers , 
( extracted') out of fitch Gold as is yet fugacious , or Volatile, and ini 
mature ; ( aiid is ) to be ripened by their fecret Fire ; which Ope* 
ration is by them fly led, the worf of Women, and play of Children. 


C. 0 OV morrow heartily , my Friendl I wijh 

S you a good and profperous Day . 

B B / I wifh you the fame, whence come 

1 you to us fo early ? 

C. I have very earnejlly for thefe feveral days waited 
for this hour , that I might fee you , and have the Fruition 
of the mojl fweet Fruits of your Courteous injirudions. 
My Brother h.fent me hither , and told me , that you had 
given him leave to fend me unto yon this day . J do there¬ 
fore Friendly reqnejl you , that you would put a good 
Conji ruction upon this my Boldnefs . 

B- [ My Friend ! 3 1 do not in the leaf! take it ill, 
your Biother told me, that you were as yet ignorant 
and unskilled, in the more fubtil Arcanaes and Secrets’, 
and that you therefore needed not ought elfe, but 
fome pretty ealie Secret, which might be eafily under- 
flood, and performed with fmall Expences, and yet 
be profitable and beneficial unto you. 

C'. Indeed, Sir, to tek you the plain feuth , fuch Area - 
nn ms as are profound cues, and to be penetrated into by 
a fubtil Meditation, and which are cf great moment , do 
far outreach my duller apprthenfion : And therefore 1 do 
not at this time defire any thing , more than this , viz. that I 
may obtain jomelhing that is not collly, and yet may efft£t 
fo much in Medicine and Alchimy, as tnay ferve me to 
live a little more cpnmodhujly and plentifully , as to Food 


andKaiment . And that you would be pleafed , to render 
me a Mazier of this my defire^ is my humble requeft unto 
you, again and again . 

B . You do very prudently meafure out your requefls, 
according to your own Capacity. And indeed, fome- 
times, thofe things which are notCoftly, nor are 
difficult in their Operation, are more profitable to a 
Man, than thofe things are, which they would fain 
get by the expence of .a great deal of Charge, of a 
long time, and hard Labours: I will grant you your 
Requeft, and therefore hearken. 

C. [ jVr, Itbank^jott, 3 ?nd do liflen . 

B. Have you never read, or elfe heard from others, 
that thofe moft ancient Philofophers, tell us that their 
univerfal Work, is not only moft eafie to be done, 
but withal no ways Chargeable. For they do openly 
Confcfs, that to the perfecting of their Work, a Man 
needs be at no more Expcnces, than two Florins^ and 
that the Labour it felf, even from the beginning to the 
end, is nothing elfe but mere Womens work, and 
Boys play. 

C. Tou are pleafed to offer me delicate Dainties^ eafie 
to be prepared , for 1 have not fo much Money as is to be 
laid out upon thofe kjnd of chargeable and cofly Labours : 
Neither will my Family Affairs admit thereof , viz. to 
fpend my days in fuch fumptucus and chargeable Cookeries , 
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and rrbich arc fo full of mojt great Labours , and whofe 
event too u oftentimes very uncertain . tor 1 have beard 
fomefay, that the fmakefi Errour may defray the whole 
Work, and quite fpoil it, and fo grievoujly affeG fuch as 
operate about fueb great Secrets, with a very great lojs of 
long time, and great Expcnces. And therefore fucb a 
Wortas I can attend upon without letting my taking 
Care of my Family, and ivbiJ) trill need the disburfment 
of but a few Expences , will pleafe me better than thofe 
other Cojlly ones would . 

B. I readily believe, that this very thing you de¬ 
fire, will not only be exceedingly pleafing unto your 
fclf, but alfo unto many others belides. The Expen¬ 
ces'are but very final!, and the Labours thereupon but 
little, fo that each days Fire, which the Matter is to 
be fet upon , may be taken Care for, in half an hours 
fpace. But now, though the Philofophers have made 
mention of very fmall Expences, and have comprifcd 
them in the compafs of a couple of klorins, yet is 
that faying to be otherwife. underftood. Thofe An¬ 
cients made ufc of the greateft Florins , viz, the Rhe~ 
nifh ones, and alfo the Hungarian Crowns, each of 
which is of the value of five of our Florins, And it 


to be boy Id well, then ?ak .water is requilite *, and as 
for all the other Additions of Herbs, and odoritcrous 
Spices , they only ferve to give it a good plcafant 
Tafie, and make it acceptable to the Falar, and to 
the Smelling. For the Flcfh and Fifh when boyPd or 
hewed, do by their Magnttick Virtue attract: fo much 
Salt and gTatcful Savour, and Virtue, as they need ; 
And that which remains, frays in the Water. Now 
the curious Dames do fhur the tops of their Pots very 
well with their Covers, left the efficacious Vapours 
fhould be forced away in fume by the Boyling, and 
not flay with the Flcfh or other Meats. But the care- 
lets Honfewifes do not much regard the covering of 
their Pots, from whence it comes to pafs, that they 
lofe thefe good and fwcet Spirits-, and then they fil 
up their Pots with new Water, by which doings, 
the Flcfh, or Fifh, do not get fo fweet a Savour, as 
they would have, if that efficacious Water had been 
kept in and confervcd. Some Women that are yet 
more curious, and diligent about their Cookery, do 
put upon their Pots, wherein they boyl their Meats, 
fuch a Cover as hath a fold in it, by which the Col¬ 
lected fwcet and odoriferous Vapours may diftildown 


you thus underftand it after this compute, I can ealTIy into an under*put Vcffiel, which being thus gotten, 

fhcvv unto you the Truth of their Affertion. L " - r “~ /U 

- C. 1 do even thinly as you fay: Sure we muft net ex¬ 
pect any [fucb ] things for nothing > I am content, [and 
therefore, pr ay let us proceed. 

B, If our Work be called the labour of Women, 
and Boys play, it is expedient, that it be like unto 
Womens work, and Boys play : For elfe the Philofo- 
phers would have ufed an unfit fimilitude. \ou well 
know, what Labours your Wife is chiefly bufied about, 
and what her daily Labour is (he imploys her felf 


in. 


C. Tes, verily 1 daily fee , that ffie doth boyl Food ne- 
ceffary for the Vfe of the whole Family, and being boyVd 
f:ts it upon the fable to be eaten, 2 his Labour Jhe per¬ 
forms, at leal} twice every doy m , when Dinner and Supper 
is ended, Jhe doth wajh the Difhes, Pots, Goblets , and 
other Vejfels, and cleans them, and makes them fit to put 
other new Food in, and to be jerved out to the 2able, 
Befides too , this is her Office and Carey if haply a Pot 
be broken, orcrackt, whore by it is made unfit to hold moi * 
Jlnre any more, to fnb(lrtute (in defeti of Iron Pots ) 
a new Pot made of Potters Clay, in the flead thereof : 
Such and the hkg Labours, as thefe, are in our Country 
caked the Womens work. 

B. Well, be it fo : I will likewife fhew unto thee, 
fuch a Labour in C by mica l Operations,as refembles this. 
Therefore, like as the Female Sex do firit vvafh the 
Flejh, Fifh, Rapes, Pot-herbs, Roots, Apples, Pears, or 
other things with pure Water, which they mean to 


they keep by them, to rcfrdh and cherifh with them, 
fuch as are weak and fick, when need requires. 
Others, to free themfelves from this kind of Labour, 
do add as much Water as need is, together with Salt 
and Spices, to their Flcfh, and fo boyl it by little and 
little, fhutting in the Vapours with a Cover, which 
elfe would go away, and the Meat tafle of burning; 
And by doing thus, they are not neccffitaced to pour 
on any new Water, though this flow boyling takes up 
more time than that, which is done by aitrong and 
unceffiant Ebullition : I would have you well (o obferve 
thefe things, for *tis not without caufe that 1 utter 
them. And now let us examine the other fimilitude 7 
and fee what thofe Boys Plays are, that fo we may 
afterwards accommodate even them too, to our Philo- 
fophical work. What therefore do you fee concer¬ 
ning the Boys Plays, with what things, and after what 
manner do they Play > 

C. How can I tell ? They play as their Parents pleafe 
to let them , or as they can qet opportunity of Playing : 
As for my felf 1 do net grant my Children fo much Li - 
berty, to play when, and how they lijl themfelves. 1 fend 
them to the School and to the Church , and fomeumes I 
akow them one hours Play for Recreations fake , nor do 1 
allow them any other Play but at Bowls, £ cr Knickers 3 
by which they moderately fitr their Bodies, and exeretje 
themfelves, and Concept their Meat* and this is far more 
proptable for them , than if they were contained 
to fit always at home, without any exercife at all : 


boyl, and then put them into the Pot, and pour there- Other play than this, I allow them not . Cards and Vice 
unto as much VNater as is requifire, and place it over are unfit Plays for Boys, they are many times very hurt- 
the Fire, and boy] ir fo long, till all the crudity, or ful to thfe of riper years, ejpeciaky when by thetoomucb 
rawnefs being vanifht the Meats become grateful abttfe of them, they do fo nnprofitably wajle their precious 
to tbePalat, and pleafant, and eafily d'geftible by the time, and cannot tell how to rife a mean. 1 have indeed 
Stomach. [ So do we : ] They do likewife (ometimes otherwife feen Boys , that meeting with fame Sand get 
pour Wine upon FLfh and Fifli, inllead of Water, [thereout of ] bright Stones, and play with them, but 
and add as much Salt as is convenient, together with yet this is not ttfnal . However , there a no play more 
Tome Spices, or odoriferous Herbs, by which they frequent amongji Children,than that of Bowls, [or Knic* 
give the Fifh and Flcfh a moll excellent Tafte. But kjrs^ which play they daily ufe, wbatfirvertime thv can 
yet we‘ mtifi hot forget Salt,above all the other Spices, Jteaf to that purpofe'. Tea both at their going to School, 
or Seafonings, and odoriferous Herbs, for it Correds ani returning from School , you way fee them prejcntly bn 
and maturates the Flcfh, fifli, and other hard Meats, fied about their Rubbers, «r Knickers-play. IRy are 


more than other Spices. For we can well enough 
want ihefe if they arc not at hand, but as for Salt, 
there is always need of that^abour the boyling of Flcfh, 
Fifh, and other Food. If therefore Flcfh,.or Fifh are 


very hardly refit anted therefrom . If they want A ov*y 
to buy the Bowls , or Knickers, they get a little piece of 
Potters Clay and moilen it with Water^and make up their 
hiile Bowls, or Tel'cti in their hands , and harden them 
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in the Fire ; which 1 remember, when I was a Boy, I of¬ 
ten did. And befides this Boys play, no oiher is kjtown 
unto me, 

B. Very good, you have hit the nail on the head : 
And now Ictus fee, whether or no the ancient Philo- 
fophers have (after the manncrofBo\s ) played with 
finall Bowls, or Knickers > and whether, or no, they 
hare boy I'd their work in Pots, with as eafie a La¬ 
bour, as Women do. For ofnecclhty they mult have 
hit on doing after this wife, clfc could they not have 
compared their work to the Labour of Women, and 
play of Children. So then, if wc are to imitate Wo- 
men and Boys in our Operation, what Matters are 
we to make ufe of, for our boyling, in the ftcad of 
Flifh, Fifli, and other Meals*, and what Water is it, 
that is to be poured [hereupon. For if wc arc mind¬ 
ed to do any good effeft, ’tis expedient, that wc like- 
wife know,what thofe Mattersare, which admit of be¬ 
ing boyled unto a Maturity in our fiety Water, and 
thefe'verily mult be fuel), (feeing they are to be matu¬ 
rated by boyling) as have a great Affinity with the 
Laid Water : Forafmuch therefore, as our Water is of 
a Metallic Nature, and yet all the Metals do in a 
manner arife, or proceed (in the Earth} therefrom, 
and are even at this very day advanced, by the very 
fame ( by the help of the Terreltial and Central fire ) 
by little and licilc unto perfection: All that we have 
to do is, to imitate the fimplicity of Nature, which 
will never feduce us, for fo without queftion, thofe 
inoft ancient Philofophers did do, who having borrow¬ 
ed their wonderful Work from Nature her fe]f, doad- 
vife us t6 do no more, but to follow Nature, and to 
begin there, where Nature left off, and to afeend 
higher and to make that perfeft, which is as yet im¬ 
perfect.* God hath prefixed unto Nature her bounds, 
Which fhe cannot tranfgrefs [_ or go beyond : ] But Art, 
doth much excel Nature, and performs thofe things 
which Nature cannot accomplifli : Yea more, that 
which fhe can hardly do in the Earth in a thoufand 
years time, Art effefts in one year, and this is eafily 
confirmed by many Teftimontes. Now as to the Ge¬ 
neration and Maturation of the Metals, Nature ufeth 
a moft tirnple or plain way, a very How one, but yet 
fafe. From thence arifeth the Errour of many a Man, 
who do not follow Nature, but the guidance of their 
own phantaftick Brains, never effecting ought of good, 
but remain always Novcllifis in the fame, what La¬ 
bours foever they undertake, and what Expences fo- 
ever they are at: Although the ancient Philofophers 
do by their many Admonitions*fet afore us, that moil 
limple Courfe of Nature for us to imitate:, and they 
have efpecially hinted to us, that their Work is fo 
limple, that fliould they but openly and clearly have 
treated of the fame, even the Women would deride it 
and fay, that the Male kind had learned their Art 
from them. Yea, it is fo very vile a Work, that no 
Body would be able to believe it, and upon this Ac¬ 
count, the Philofophers have done their utmofE to 
hide and obfeure the Art the moil they could, leafl 
they fliould be contemned by the proud deriders, (who 
Soaring aloft feek after things too high for them,>nd be 
•accounted for Cheats and falfc Writers. And this is 
the main and chiefefi Reafon, why rhis Art being fo 
wrapt up in darknefs of amoil profound Silence, lyes 
hitherto hid from the whole Troop of Sophiftcrs, and 
fuch deriding Fellows. Sntdivow (as wc have alrea^ 
dy fevcral times hinted ) doth exprefly fay, that he 
had oftentimes* declared the whole Art, to not a few 
word for word, unto whom, that Art did neverthelefs 
feeni fo very vile and mean, that they could not at 


all believe any likelihood of Truth in liis moll true 
words, and fo left the Work unacren.prcd. The fame 
Send,vow doth a’fo fay, That had the mol) .skilful 
ll?rmes y the mod quick.witted Gef.r , and it, oft illu¬ 
minated Lully been again alive, and beheld our Labo¬ 
ratories ftored with fo many, and fuch various inftru- 
ments of Glafs, Earth, Iron, and other Valters, and 
luch fevcral Fornaccs, they would be ravifhed into a 
mofl high Admiration, like fo many Boys, and would 
be but as it were our Scholars, as concerning thofe 
VcfTels and Fornaccs, all which however, wc have 
learned from their Writings, but yet we are deftitute 
of that molt excellent Work which was wrought by 
them in fo flmple a Way, and it hitherto flics our fub- 
tilc and acute Wits. And,my dear Friend.he alfo tells 
us, that we fliould fly aloft into the lofty Air with 
our Wings, for the Work is limple, vile and abjedt, 
the which, you may fooner comprehend or feel J 
with your hands, than apprehend by the fubtilty of 
your Wit or Cogitations. 

C. All thefe things may very Efficiently ferve to 
nd us put of fo great a Labyrinth j but I pray , Sir, 
how comes it about y that we do fottijhly perfuade our felves, 
that thofe things are fo very difficulty which notwiihfland- 
ing are fo very ftmple, vile, and abjett. 

B. It is indeed, to him that has knowledge of the 
fame, an eafie, vile, and fimple tiling : But very diffi¬ 
cult and intricate to him, that laying slide the way of 
Nature, thinks himfelf able to learn fo great an Art 
out of Books, which ( by their leave) though, feems 
a thing almoft impoilible to be done. For the Philo- 
fophers have fo prolixly, intricately, and obfcurely 
deferibed the whole Myftery, that their fo prolix and 
dark Writings would fooner lead a Man from the 
true and right way, fo far off are they from reducing 
him thereinto. 

C. / myfelf find, that this is mojl certainly true, for 
I never heard as yet of any Man, or read of any , that 
learned the Art out of Books: But that ahnofi all of them 
rpho were sfyhed in the fame, do Confejs, that they became 
Mafiers of the fame, either by Divine Infpiration or Reve¬ 
lation, or by the help of fome Friend . Ibere's no Body 
can contradict thofe things which you have here induced, 
fur the Confirmation of your Opinion . And now. Sir , let 
ns fet upon the Work^it felf, and diligently pray unto Cod 
and wait for his Bleffin 

B. Content, hearken therefore attentively. 

C. * 1 do. 

B. Did you never find in the reading of the Phi¬ 
lofophers, that all the imperfeft Metals may in a Par¬ 
ticular way be promoted to the perfect Maturity of 
Gold or Silver, by their dry Water which wetteth not 
the hands: But being not content with this effect, they 
have promoted the firfi Ens of Metals (by the help 
of their occult, fiery, and ripening Water) to a more 
than perfect Conflancy, and Fixity in the Fire, and 
have concentrated it to the form ot Gold. 

C. I remember , that I have r 3 ad of juch thing > as 
thefe, though by reafon of my unskilful rtejj and ignorance, 

I could not underfaitd the leapt V article of their meaning i 
tor I am altogether ignorant of that kind of wonderful, 
and yet, to every Body well kjtown Water : And Jo Jhall 
[UU remain until it be fiuwn ( and pointed at ) with the 
Fingers . 

B. Look here, here’s a piece of admirable Water 
which is every where in all places ealie to be found, 
yea, in the poorefi Country-mens Roufes, nor doth 
it deny any Man, thePoffcIfion and having it. 

C. Who would ever have believed, or thought , that ther f 
was any good hidden in fo vile and abjeti a Body ? 

E s. i 
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B . £ I wonder] wherefore £ it is] that no Body 
can think of this Matter, feeing it is evident, rhat in 
our Water the firft Entities of all the Metals are abun¬ 
dantly hidden, as in their own proper Seed, out of 
which they are generated in the Earthy and ripened 
unto perfection- Thofe firfi Entities are but extra¬ 
cted out of this our Water, by [peculiar] Magnets. 
And now, like as every Metal hath its own Magnet, 
even fo everyone [of them] hath its proper Mag¬ 
net, by which it is concentrated into a narrow Pvoom. 

I will declare unto you the Truth of this bufinefs, by 
an example taken from the Metals. If you have a 
Water fully impregnated with Copper, and you defire 
to have Copper out of the faid Water, you will ea- 
fily bring this to pafs, if you (hall but put in to that 
Water, which holds in it the Copper, a piece of clean 
Iron, the which Iron, (as being the true Magnet of 
the Copper,) will attract unto it felf, all the invifi- 
ble Copper out of the Water, and gather it into a vi¬ 
able and palpable Metal. If Silver be diffolv’d in any 
Water and made invifible, and you would again have 
it, put into the Solution a Plate of pure [or clean ] 
Copper, which (after a Magnetick manner) will ga¬ 
ther together [or draw out] all the Silver in his 
own [Silvery] Body, and make it vifible and pal¬ 
pable. Now when Gold isdiflolved in fome Water, 
and largely difperfed, [as I may fay] and you would 
again have it [in the form of Gold > ] then put in 
fome 9 or Ar. vive in that Water, and boyl it a little 
therewithal, (as was done above, with the Copper and 
Silver) and you fliall prefcntly fee all the Gold to be 
attradted, and gathered together by the Mercury , in- 
fomuch that there will not remain ought of the Gold 
in the Water, becaufe it follows the Attraction of its 
own Magnet, Mercury. Thefe Metallic!^ and Magne- 
ticli Operations, are a fufficiently m3nifeft Informa¬ 
tion unto us, and do point out unto us (as with a 
Finger) the way, t of the extracting, not only good 
Metals in a Particular manner, but alfo far better 
things than Metals, {'viz. the Tincture, or form of 
Gold ) out of our linking Water , in an Vniverfal 
way, by fuch Magnets, as are fit 3 nd apt in Nature 
for this Extraction. Another fimilitude we have from 
the Earth, and Rain water, with which the Fruits of 
the Earth are moifined : Put you in fuch an Earth 
moifined with that Water, as many Seeds as you 
pleafe each of them, will ( by its Magnetic^ Virtue) 
attract unto its felf, its own like, for its Multiplica¬ 
tion, and will leave to the other Seeds, to attract each 
of them its like alfo. If now, by this fimilitude, the 
Scope or end I aim at, may be made manifefi unto 
you, there is yet hopes you may be holpen : If not, 
I do not fee, by wliat means you can be fuccourcd, 
forafinuch as it would be too tedious here to ufe ma¬ 
ny other Circumfiances. For when we are certainly 
allured, that the fir It Ens y or the very Form of Gold 
is plcntifu'ly hidden in our Water, we do by very good 
right feek after that bell part, vis. the form of Gold, 
and leave the other firfi Entities of the relt of the 
Metals, in the Water. And now He (hew thee ano¬ 
ther fimilitude : Difiolve in one and the fame Water, 
0 , 9 , <£, that fo you may have all thefe Me¬ 

tals commixt together in the fame ‘ If now you de¬ 
fire to extract the bell of them, viz. the Gold there 
out of, what hurt will the other bring \oti, if they 
remain in the Water. Such therefore as the Magnet 
is, which you put into that fame Water, fuch is the 
Metal too, that you fliall extrad. If therefore we 
particularly feek O and D in our Water, it will be ex¬ 
pedient; that we put unto this fpiritual 0 and P their 


proper Magnet, unto which Magnets, they (being pre¬ 
cipitated) do flick on, and are by little and little fix¬ 
ed [on thereunto.] And now if we feek after fomc- 
thing better than 0 and D, viz . the form and Tin- 
dure of Gold, it will beneceffary, that w f e alfo apply 
fuch a [ fultable] Magnet, which may draw out no¬ 
thing clfe but the Tindure or Form of Gold, which 
being preeipitated [thereout of] may be fixed. And 
thus have I here told you all thofe things that are 
neceffary to be known. If you are minded to extrad 
in a Particular way, Sol and Lnne out of the Univer- 
fal Mineral water, you mud then put unto them their 
Magnet, viz. an Amalgam* of Copper, and Argent 
vive ; For the Copper draw T s to it felf the fpiritual Sil¬ 
ver, and the 9 the fpiritual Gold, out of the faid Wa¬ 
ter, and brings it unto a Fixation [ or Corporeity ] 
with it felf, [ or, as it felf is.] But if you are minded, 
or defirous, of getting fome better thing, than the 
Gold it felf, or Silver, is, viz . a Tindute, you mutt 
then needs adjoyn thereto its own peculiar Magnet, 
for, without it, you cannot effed any thing at all : 
But that you may know, what the true Magnet of 
the Tindure is, I (ay unto you, That is the Compeere, 
or Companion of our Water y and not of the Metals : For 
like feeks its like, as the Philofophers fay, Nature re- 
joyceth with Nature, Nature overcomes Nature, Na¬ 
ture retains Nature : More than thefe things I have 
told you, it is not needful for you to know : Confi- 
der therefore very accurately what I have faid, and 
beg of God by your Prayers a blcffing, which if you 
do, you (hall not eir, but yet you will not be all of a 
fudden Mafier of what you defire. All thefe things 
have their determinate times, like as a Grain of Wheat 
Town in the Earth, the which requires * time to ripen 
in, nor doth it wax ripe afore the time appointed for 
Maturation be come about. Follow you the Advice 
left by Geher y and do not hafien on your Work, by 
any the leafr hafty fpeed : For he tells us exprefly, 
that all hafining in our Work is of the Devil. And 
as concerning what is to be known, and what a one the 
Student of fo noble an Art ought to be, you will find 
deferibed in the Fifth Part ot my Spagyrical Pharma - 
ccp£a. And what think you now ? Can you thorough* 
ly underfiand me ? 

C, Tesy Verily, 1 do well enough underhand thofe things 
which I have hitherto heard from you \ But yet this Wo¬ 
mens work^ y which you began a Declaration of is not 
fufficiently clear unto me, nor is that Boys-plaj, which is 
done with fmall Bowls cr Knickers y 1 do not thoroughly un¬ 
derhand that neither , viz. how it may be compared with 
the worl^of the Philofophers. Were but thefe things made 
clear'and evident unto me , I wouldRancl^my felf amongfi 
the number of the Mafier j if the Art. 

B. Well rhen, come let us go on and fee, by what 
means the Philofophers are wont to make their little 
Bowls. [ Note ! ] Like as the Boys make ufe of Earth 
and Water, for the making ot their Pellets or Knic¬ 
kers: So likewife will we ufe our Earth, and our 
Water to the making of our fmall Cowls or Pellets: 
Ours, I fay, not the vulgar and common Earth and 
Water, for they are unprofitable as to our \\ ork. Eut 
tis indifferent, and all one, whether we take Yellow, 
Red, or white Earth, bccaufe all of them are ot one 
and the fame Nature. According to the-Colour of the 
Earth which we ufe, will the Colour of the tmall Balls 
we make, be: We have here at hand a threefold 
Earth, a yellow Earth of Gold, a white of Silver and. 
a Red of Copper. This threefold Earth will we moi* 
fien with our Water or Mercury , and fo make up a 
Pa fie or Mafs of the two, which the Chytnijis call an 

Amalgam** 








Atnalgama. This Parte will we waft with pure Wa¬ 
ter, grinding it fo long ’cuixc our I*Signs, rill there 
be too appearance ot any farther impurity, and that 
ir admits of being catily uaflit, or broken with the 
Fingers. Being thus well waftc, we will put it in a 
Skin, or Cotton, and eye it firmly in > out of which, 
we will fquecz forth all the o with our hand*, and 
feparate it from the faid Earth, jurt in fuch a manner 
as Argent zhe i$ feparaccd in Amalgamations, or Me- 
tjl : i L lg Malic?. The Mercury being feparated, we will 
take out our thick Amalgam.*, and make final] Bowls, 
or Knickers rhercbf and 6f aim Off the fame bignefs, 
rhat rhe Boys Knickers are of. Thefe Bowls we will 
Cxpofe to the Air, for about fome twenty four hours, 
a'nd by this time they will be grown fo hard, as to 
fefemble Stones, in hardnefs. And now, being thus 
made ready for boyling, we will put them into our 
Water to feech : But yer in the Teething, there mult be 
an accurate regard had to fome skiltul handling the 
Ivlarter, if ' ou would hare it perform its Operation 
Without Errour. This Art will l faithfully open un¬ 
to thee , lert you'err, and fo bring damage upon your 
ft 1 f: Thefe Pellets, or little Bowls thus made of our 
Mafs, are nor to be thrown into the Pot filled with 
Water, afore the faid Water boy Is : Which boyling, 
you mi It throw them in one alter another, and they 
will prefcntly harden rhcmfelves, and cover themfclves 
over with an hard Crurtinefs or Skin y by which they 
Will be prevented from (ticking to one another, and 
from coming altogether into one Mafs. For it you 
firrt of all put your little Balls into the Pot, and then 
afterwards pour cold Water upon them, and fo fee 
them on the Fire, that they may be boyled unto their 
Maturity, you will fpoil your whole Work. For be¬ 
fore the Water in the Pot be hot, all the Pellets be¬ 
ing diffolved, would run together in one Mafs, and 
fo would not admit the Humefying, or moiltning of 
their infide Parts, and fo you would turn all your Pel¬ 
lets by your fecthing into a mere Poufe or Pottage, 
whereas they ftould remain whole in all their Parts, 
as well internal, as external, tor fear of drawing the 
Water in. But that you may have an accurate Ac¬ 
count of all thefe things which I have laid unto you, 
I hope you will fee about the Work, £ or thus, ] I 
hope you will do your bell, heed fully to regard all 
thefe things which I have laid'unto you] and 1 fup- 
pofe, that you have fufficiently underliood the things 
which I have already fpoken : But if fo bc> you do 
not yet apprehend the meaning of thefe things, 1 will 
Oounfel you, by .what means you may learn this Ope¬ 
ration at home from your Wife. When you are come 
home, bid your W ife to make you fome little Balls, 
or Dumplins with Flower and Veal. And hcedtully 
obfcrvc,what Courfe fhe takes,about making fuch Balls, 
rhat fo you may by the fame way leain to deal with 
your Metallicl^VcWtis. Fir If of all, you ftall fee, that 
fte puts fome pure Flower into a deep Dift or Platter, 
and having put it in, (he works it into a Pallc, or 
Mafs with Cream, or the purelc Milk. Then (lie 
admixeth fome green Herbs finally minced, and fome 
Spice medled among, and fprinkling fome Salt there¬ 
upon, fhe mixcch them with the Parte made as afore- 
faid, to give it the fweeter Smell, and Tarte. Of this 
Parte, (lie will afterwards make little Balls, of what 
bignefs fhe pleafeth, which Calls ihe does not put in 
the Water afore ir boyls When therefore (he Water 
(eeths? (he throws in, one Ball after another, caclv 
of which, as foonasever it tcels the fervent heat of 
the boyling W ater, will puftiuly cover it CIf over 
with a Skin, whereby they will be kept from flicking 


one to another, and running Into one Mafs, and re¬ 
turning into fuch a Palicus they were in, bcioic their 
being made up into Pellets; Whereas, now each of 
them may be kept in its own Form, and be encom- 
pafftd all round with the Water, and be advanced un- 
ro a Maturity, or readinefs, by a due fecthing: And 
now, when you have feen this Operation ot \our \\ ives 
Cookery, Ido not quefiion, but that you will be well 
enough skilled in this Cooking Art. 

C. .My deauf Friend, l do friend ty requejl you not to 
take it amifs, in that l camut ab\i ain any longer jrom 
down right laughing, when I hear that our jv rl{ hath 
fitch a correfpo tiding hkyntfs, with the Art of Cookery : 
Four fo faithful Inf rii£l ions have already abundantly fa- 
tisfed me : I have vtry often feen my Wife bufied about 
the Cookjng of fuch Balls , and my felf have alfo delightfully 
fed upon ibtfe kind of Dumplins, made both of Veal t Eggs 5 
and Spices, and alfo of Flower, Alii and green Flcrbs . 
But 1 fear me, that when my Wife (hall fe me makjng 
thefe Balls or Pellets , and boyling them i)t a little Pot , (,he 
will laugh at me, and fay, that I learned my Skgl from 
her. 

B. ’Tis no Matter, you have noreafon to regard 
either the. tacling of your Wife, or ot all Men what¬ 
ever : For they know not what they do, it is enough 
for you, that your felf know what end it is, you do 
any thing -for : Think you, that if other Wiftlings 
and Know-littlcs fhould fee you working with fuch 
little Balls, they would not deride and mock you. 
But don’t you at all mind their unprofitable Prating, 
leave the fhril-founding Getfe to their own loud Chat- 
ling* and follow you my Dodrine, and wrap up this our 
Cookery Art in the darknefs of Silence : Which it you 
do, you need not fear of being mockt, or laught at 
by either Women, orWomatiift Men. 

C. I have now (praifed be God ) learned enough z 
But yet , there is one thing 1 am ignorant of, and that is 
this, by rvhat figit I may come to know, when tny Pellets 
are well enough boyled , and tv bat Fire they are to be boyl* 
ed in. Ihe Fire of JVood and Coals, 1 kgiow is tifed by 
the feminine Sex for to boyl ivithal, but whether or no, 
the fame be neeeffary and conducive to our Operation, I 
requefl you to inform me. 

B. Have you never feen, what proof Women have 
to know, when their Dumplings are well boyled ? 
They are w’ont to take one out, and cut it in twain, 
that they may fee, whether or no the intide, as well 
as the outfide of the fame be fo w ? ell feethed, as that 
the flower is not any more tenacious or Clammy ; 
Do you even ihe fanie, and fometimes put a piece of 
one of your Pellets you take out, in the Cineritium 
or Cupel, and that will (hew unto you, how much 
increafe of Sol and Lune hath particularly added its 
felf to your Balls, in that time ot the boyling, and 
how long they arc, as yet, to be boyled. Now you 
know, that all thefe things are to be learcht into, by 
your own Meditation and 1 lyal, becaufe it can not 
poflibly be, that all things can be fo very clearly fee 
afore ones Eyes, as to need no farther meditating 
thereupon, and inquifuion thereinto. After this man^ 
ncr may you boyl in one Pot, with one and the 
fame Water, two, three, or more little Bowls, of dif¬ 
ferent kinds, as, fome made of Flower, green Herbs, 
Spices, FIcfh, Eggs, Fift, and other things, and fo, 
after the feetiling ot them, you make take forth one 
kind after another, and Particularly apply them to your 
Life. For thefe things are to be underliood concer¬ 
ning Particulars. But if you have a mind defirous af¬ 
ter th cVniverf.il Medicine, then mutt you enter up¬ 
on a certain way of almort an whole entire year, 
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which is neceflfarily rcquillce to the finifhingof its O- 
peration. For our Magnet, whofe Task it is to ex¬ 
tra# the Form of the Gold out of our Waters, doth 
as yet groan under its immaturity, and therefore needs 
no final! fpace of time, for the extrading the Tincture 
out of our fugacious and combuftible Waters, and fix- 
ing it with it felf. 

C. Thefe Words of yours, by which you mention fo long 
a time, do not a little affrighten me . Our IPtves can boyl 
their Dumplins enough in one hours fpace *, what will fuels 
a continued boyling cofl ? I would be glad to redeem it , 
[ or, to be excufed ] far the price of two Golden pieces of 
Money or Duckets- ] 

B. I fhould tell you, that you are of the Off-fpring 
of unbelieving Thomas, for you heap upon your felt, 
by your needlefs incredulity, fuch heaps and Loads ot 
Cares. Don't you remember, that I told you at firft, 
that the Charges of the whole work, from the begin¬ 
ning to the very end, do not exceed two Golden 
pieces of Money, which they call Duckets. And that 
I do not at all tell you an untruth, I will expound it 
unto you by an evident Demonftration. When you 
fhall heat your well covered Pot, that foyour Water 
may not vanifh away in fume, with the fmall fire of 
a Lamp, how much I pray will fuch a Labour coft 
you ? Put Cafe, that fome Pounds of water coft you 
fome Affes or Stivers, and the Magnet doth alfo coft 
you fome Stivers, [ ten Affes are a Homan Peny, which 
is Seven pence halt Peny of our Money and now how 
manv Pounds of Oyl will there need to nourifh that fo 
little a Fire? And though you fliould fpend forty, fifty, 
or more Pounds of Oyl, may not you well fay, that 
you (hall finifh the whole .work, for the Charge of 
two Golden Duckets. Well! what fay you? Are you 
yet Content ? 

C. Ton do now again fnnewhat encourage my mind , 
which had aim off fainted , by telling me, that the Mat¬ 
ters neceffary for our Wo)\ are fold at f> mean a Trice. 
But thereof one thing {till that doth not a little trouble me, 
and that is, that fo much time is required to the Fixation. 
All the other things are as well as I could wiffs : But, 
1 would fain have had that (hotter worl^ of three hours, 
or feven days . 

B. O thou Dreamer, what have I to do with thee? 
What. ? doth that fpace of time, wherein fuch excel¬ 
lent and moft profitable Fruits are to be hoped for 
by thee, feem too long*? What doft thou think toget 
without length of time? Good things are not wont to 
offer themfelves without Procefs of time, as the com¬ 
mon Proverb tells us. Mean while you may follow 
your Vocation, nor needs there any other Labour, 
than that you look to your Lamp Morning and Eve¬ 
ning. and fee how the Fire is. And I pray, are not 
the Country men conftrained to wait their time, 
wherein to reap, and again to receive the Fruits which 
they committed to the Earth? And though they have 
fown their Seeds afore the approach of the Winter, 
yet they cannot reap them again from the Earth, 
(boner than the next following Augitft, which then re¬ 
wards and recoin pen firth all their hard Labours. But 
now, the waiting fo long a time does not tire them s 
for they patiently exped the time ot Harveft. T hus 
like wife are you to do, but if you are greedily deli 
rousof fooncr making ready \our Pellets, or Balls, by 
the boyling, you may I Confefs, have a fooner end¬ 
ing of your expectation, and chat on this wife, viz.. 
by a ftronger Fire, which may make your Water boyl 
without any ceaftng, but yet in this fame way of Ope¬ 
rating thfie do:h again happen this trouble, from that 
firong and unceflant teething, viz. that your Water 


being without any intermiffion refolvcd into Fume and 
Vapour, is always Icflfencd, and you mu ft of necdlity 
be always pouring in more new. life which of 
thefe two ways you pleafe, for you are e’en importu¬ 
nate and troublefome enough unto me. I will not, 
for the time to come, take on me to inftrud any 
more fuch Difciplesas you are. What do you think, 
that if that fhort work of three days, or of feven 
hours were known unto me, I would prefently reveal 
it unto you? No! But yet I am not gotten to fo high 
a Degree of knowledge, as to profefs my felf a Va¬ 
lter ot fo great an Art. I do believe though, that 
fuch things are poilible to be done, but I deny, that I 
my felf am able to do fuch notable things. And now, 
go home in God’s Name, and diligently and ferioufly 
meditate upon all thefe things : You have heard e- 
nough,and my time will no longer permit me to con¬ 
fer with you. If perhaps, one or two Errours (hould 
put a ftop to your proceedings, you may again come 
unto me, and ask me thereabouts. Mean while t 
commend you unto God, and pray him to beftow his 
Blelling upon your felf, and your Labours. 

C. Now am I contented, nor kriow what farther 1 
fhould ask^: lam forry, that 1 have fo much troubled you 
by my dull Brains , and beetle Head, and been fo im¬ 
portunate : Nor kstowl, howto requite your deferts, God 
will reward you with Life eternal, I fhall go home full of 
joy, and bear a glad Meffage, and Tidings unto my Fa¬ 
mily. And l pray God to be at all times prefent with us 7 
to cur Help and Succour * 

B . Amen. 


The COROLLARJ. 

I Have, in this Third Dialogue, made mention of a 
certain fecret fiery Water, which can ripen the 
Volatile and immature Minerals, and Metals: And 
herein I have principally regarded a Particular Trante 
mutation. But forafmuch as a Particular Meliora¬ 
tion of the Metals requires as much time, and no 
fewer Expences, than the Vniverfal it felf does, I 
would here commend to the Sons of Art the Vniver¬ 
fal work, which is to be preferred before a Particu¬ 
lar one. Such things as vve have perhaps omitted in 
this Dialogue, the Defcription of my fourth fccret 
Fire will fufficiently fuppiy the defed *, to which, I 
refer the friendly Reader. He will there fee and un¬ 
derhand, that the greateft part of the whole Work, 
and the very hinge of the faid Operation, confifts 
chiefly in the true Veflfel, in which our Matter is to be 
ripened s and without the knowledge of which, there 
can never be any thing done to purpofe. Which 
Veflel, feeing rhat all the Philofophers have covered 
over, and hidden with fo great a Care and Diligence, 
and have involved it with fuch obfeure Clouds of 
darknefs, I fhould do amifs, yea, moft cxtrcamly a- 
mifs, fhould I lay it open, and bring it from out of 
thofc dark inwrapments, into the Light. Thus much 
only I fay, that it ought to be fuch a Fornace, and 
the Veflel it felf fuch a one too, as in which, all the 
Chymica] Operations, viz. Solution, Futrefadion, Di- 
fiillation, Sublimation, Cohobation, Afcenfion, Def¬ 
ection, Circulation, Inceration, and Fixation may be 
perfedly (hewn unto an Hermetic Difciple, or Lear¬ 
ner, in one hours time, in one little Fornace, in one 
Glafs, and in one Fire, all which muft not coft more 
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than the value of one quarter part cf a Doller, and [ 
is all done without any chang’ng of the daffies, or 
putting 10 , of the hands of the Operator. Thefe are 
indeed fuch things as exceed all the belief of the whole 
World, but yet they do not exceed Glauber's faith, 
nor fufficcth it him only to believe, but he can alfo 1 
ettedl the fame, that fo ocher incredulous people may 
believe likewife. 

N. B. On a certain time, as I was familiarly dif- 
courfing with a learned Man, concerning fuch great 


and incredible things, he prefented me with rlufefoL 
lowing Vcrfes, aptly agreeing co this Mattel in hand. 

Jby * Sirxtme ( Glauber! ) given r;as, as, 

unto Faith, relating ° 5 *John. 

Tet by good right it Jhottld have Squar'd unto th v 
Operating, 

Fatties Objects are ir.vifible, but yet, fuch things ds 
you. 

As mould at firfi be farce believ’d, j,reduce by y iT t 
to vterv. 


A Short Ex portion upon the Hcllijh (jdddefs Pros erp in a, the Wife 
of Pluto, viz. what the Hcathcmjb Philofophick^ Poets , as Ovid 
and Virgil under flood by it. 

And bow, by the help of this Proferpina, the Animas, or Souls, of the 
oSKPortifcd Metallic^ Bodies are carried out of the Qbymical Hell 
into the Pbilofopbiclf Heaven. Tran fated out of the High-Dutch; 


R EADER, that we may fee, if and how 
the inferiour Metals, by true Art, may be 
tranfmuted into good and conftant Gold 
and Silver : I find,that it is firff neceffiary to 
declare whence, and by what means the Melioration 
of the imperfedt Metals mud proceed by Art, and by 
what means only by Nature, without the hand of 
the Artift, the clean and fixed Gold and Silver hath 
arrived to fuch a Purity, and Perfection. 

It being then, that this knowledge is the only Foun¬ 
dation, upon which Alcbymy is built, I find it ne- 
ceffary to difeover it to thofe, who are ignorant of 
it, and to fhew a fure way, in which they may go 
without hinderance, and happily arrive to the defired 
End. 

The Reafon, why Nature generates all Metals in 
the Mountains, and brings fome of them to Perfecti¬ 
on, and leaves others imperfeCt, feveral Philofophers of 
our Anccftors have very plainly deferibed, and there¬ 
fore needs not here to be repeated. He that knows it 
not may enquire after it, in the Writings of thefe 
Philofophers, where he may learn their Grounds, or 
Reafons , only this little I think necelTary here to 
fhew, viz . that all Metals and Minerals have but one 
Original, or beginning, to wit, the four Elements, 
Fire, Air, Earth and Water. Eutthat one Metal in 
the Earth, in which is its Matrix, becomes to be 
more noble than another, this is but accidental, ac¬ 
cording as one Metal by the Central Fire is more, or 
lefs coCfed , and chiefly from thence, according as 
the Univerfal Spirit of the World, or firfl Matter of 
Metals, lights of a Matrix in the Earth, more clean 
or unclean But paffing this by, becaufe the Rooks 
of Philofophers are filled with them, although obfer- 
ved by a very fmall number of Men. For almofl all 
who read Chymical Bonks, read only to the end , 
that they may fee thofe Proceffics, which teach how 
to make Gold and Silver out of the inferiour Metals, 
but do not at all mind the Original, and difference of 
Metals, although that ought to be the firft, for where 
the Philofophers write of the Generation and diffe¬ 
rence of Metals, there they publifh the whole Ground 


of Alcbymy : But where they write their Receipts ^ and 
ProcefJes t their they obfeure the Art, and lead the 
eafie Believers into Errour. Among all the Philofo¬ 
phers, I have found none which hath dealt more 
plainly and openly in this Matter, than Paracelfus in 
his Heaven of Philofophers , who writes, that every Me- 
tal is an hider or concealer of the other Six, or that 
every vifible Metal contains in it fclf invifiblyand fpi- 
ritually the other fix Metals, and that to bring forth 
and make vifible, the in vifible, and more noble Me¬ 
tal, and on the contrary,to tranfplant the vifible and 
ignobler Metal in the fame place, where the more no¬ 
ble and invifible'was, is very pollible, which is indeed 
the very Truth. For I my felf have perform’d this 
1 ranfplantation, not only once, but fome hundred 
times. ^ If any hath a mind to perform any notable 
thing in Alcbymy , he can find no Book, which will 
teach him more than the Book above cited. But yec 
I will not defpife the Books of other good Writers. 
And if this were not true, that every vifible Meta! 
hides in it felf the others, invifibly, how could it be 
pofllble to tranfmute any inferiour Metal, either uni- 
verfally or particularly, into good and conflanf Gold ? 
But that it is poffiblc , daily ocular infpecffiion proves 
to be true, in feveral places of the World. Now if this 
be fo, as no man needs to doubt it, it will not be diffi¬ 
cult to teach any underflanding Man, if he will but 
learn a little how to handle the Fire, how to bring 
forth fixed and corporeal Gold, out of thofe grofs and 
vifible Metals, in which lyes hidden a great deal of 
pure and fpiritua] Gold. But yet you muft know x 
that one clean Metal hath more in vifible and fpiricual 
Gold in it, than another. Jupiter hath in it much fpi- 
ritual Gold, but Venus more, and Mars the mod : Ycft 
Antimony doth not give place to A/jr/,for the quantity 
of fpiricual Gold. Now whofoever is minded to un¬ 
dertake this fort of Labour with Profit, let him take 
care what Meral he handles, and how he handles 
that inftead of Profit, he may not reap difeourage- 
ment and damage, but may have reafon to thank 
God, Nature and Art •, in which, this following Pro-, 
cefs will fufficicmly help him, in which, the true and* 
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mofr certain way is openly (hewn. Yet with this 
Provifo, that he fo lives, that God may be plcafcd 
with his Converfation,and not have it in Abomination. 
For Gods Lleffing is all in all. There mult be. toge¬ 
ther earneft Prayers, diligent Confederation, and un¬ 
wearied Labour, or clfe one may eahly fail, although 
the Art be plainly and clearly fet before his Eyes, 
without any referve, which a good Chriftan ought cer¬ 
tainly to believe. Yet lhavc often heard the contra¬ 
ry, from impious Men, fuch are the adherents and 
Conforts of Farnncr, as it God had nothing to do 
with fuch Arts, and that Art alone was Matter in 
thefc Cafes, which certainly is very impious, feeing 
that fuch Blafphemics.take away from God his Omni¬ 
potency, hisGoodnefs and Mercy, and give them on¬ 
ly to Nature, feeing rhat God hath not his beginning 
from Nature, but Nature from God. Have not the 
wife Heathens believed, that God could give his bkf- 
fing to Mens endeavours, and take it away again at 
his Pleafure ? What faith I'irgil, that famous Philofo- 
pher? when he teacheth hew to pluck the Golden 
branch from the Opake Tree : 

Tote manu, facileque fequetur, & uno avuljo , 

Non deficit alter , fi te fata vocant , aliter nuttit viribns 

Nec dnro ferro avellere potes. 

One Branch being plucked and born away. 

Another follows \ nnlefs the Fates fay nay : 

Without whofe Smile , no force of hardeji Steel 

To crop the ftnaliefi Twig, can ought prevail . 

It is (aid , Ora & Labora , Pray and Labour, accor¬ 
ding to which, let every Man live. Now you (hall 
hear how the imperfedi Metals, in a particular way, 
may be tranfmuced with great Profit, into periedt, 
and that very plainly without any referve, for I have 
obtain’d it at length by much Conlidcration. And 
becaufe my great Age, and feveral long Sicknefles 
keep me continually in Bed, and both Feet are as 
in the Grave, where I ttand certainly expecting no¬ 
thing elfe, but a happy departure out of this tranlitory 
Life, into a better, which palfeth not away. So that 
I would by no means intermit to fing with the Swan 
before my end, a pleafant Song* which may rcjoyce 
all the Lovers of Alchjmy , if they will make therm 
felves fharers of this Melody. For thofe who read 
what I here write? and yet give no Credit to it, nor 
put their hand to the Work, and finifli it with dili¬ 
gence, they will reap no Profit by this my inftrudlion. 
But thofe who underhand my Writing, and work 
plainly after the Letter, provided they have but a 
little nnderttandingin the Fire, will reap great Profit i 
yea, even great Riches by it.For I am plain without any 
referve, (othat if any Ikould fail, the fault will not 
be mine, but mutt be imputed to the Workmans want 
of Ski] ? for 1 never in my Life fought to gain any 
thing by my Writing, neither will I now doit, 
but it fufficeth me if I do good to mv Neighbour, 
out of Love, with that Talent which God hath given 
me. Whofoever is on Glauber's iidc, and will parti¬ 
cipate of my good imemion, he may, or let it alone, 
’tis all one to me, for they arc not all good Cooks that 
wear long Knives j the Art confitteth in Experience, 
and he that is but any tiling skilled in Chymical Ope¬ 
rations will do well enough, tor all is laid plainly 
down before his Eyes. But on the contrary, the Co¬ 
vetous, Proud, and Lavy who feck to be rich with¬ 
out labour and pains, will find every tiling dark, and 
never attain to any thing profitable. For God will 


have it fo, that not every Tody (hall be Rich, as Fa- 
ractljits very well cxpreifcth it in his Book ot Snl- 
pbur 3 when he faith. Many might be btip'd with a few* 
Words , if it was not again fi the IV ,11 of God, for God 
will not have the Gons-tail equal the Cows m length , foe 
elfe out of Pride he might with it beat out bis own Eyes, 
and therefore it is better to be filent y that they may re¬ 
main Poor . Thus Paracelfns . But I Glauber fay, that 
it is better to lay down the Art in truth, without dif¬ 
ference before all Men, for God keeps full his hand 
over it, and to whom he Wills it, he will give ir, 
and to whom he w ill not give it, he knowerh how 
to call: a Mitt before his Eyes, that he may not fee the 
good, nor have power to apprehend it, but may wan¬ 
der about in darknefs, with his proud and dull Head, 
till at length he fall into the Pit of the impious, and 
there perifli without help. But that I may no lon¬ 
ger detain the Lover of Art with my Difcourfes, but 
come at length to thcPradice, I will in the Name of 
God here fet down the whole Proccfs as it is in it fclf, 
without any Rcfcrvation, and the whole bufinefs is 
thus. 

Now followeth the true, and often pradtifed Pro- 
cefs, how to tranfmute Silver (as being yet not a 
perfectly mature Metal ) by degrees, without any lofs, 
totally into the higheft perfection, thar is to fay, in¬ 
to good Gold abiding all Tryals. After the revealing 
of this Procefs, we (hall alio hear, how all the imper¬ 
fect Metals, viz* b, , c?,and + may after the fame 
manner ( but yet not totally, but only fo far as they 
contain an incombuttible Mercury , ) be tranfmuted 
into good Gold and Silver. And after this Revelati¬ 
on, we will not omit to (hew alfo, which way o the 
mod immature of all the Metals, may be tranfmuted, 
not only Particularly, but alfo Univerfally, into the 
highett Medicine, and the belt Gold. Eut the later 
mult thus be undciflood, that wc may not catt Pearl 
before Swine, but that they may remain only among 
honeft hearts, and not come into the hands ofdouble- 
minded Men. 

But now, to come to the Melioration of Silver^ 
the ingenious mutt know,that Silver is naturally fixed 
in the £arth 7 and endures the Fire,and therefore needs 
no Art to fix it for it bears the Tryal of the Tclt, 
as well as Gold, wanting only Colour and Weight, 
which Nature hath not bellowed upon it, but may be 
procured by Art. As for the Colour, thefccrct Fire 
of the Wife can only make it perfeCt, for all Colours 
are abfeonded in the common Fire of Wood, and the 
Sun, as we daily fee, that the Univerfally ripening 
Sun, brings all the Fruits of the Earth, from a Green 
and White, by its conttant Beams, to Rcdnefs and 
Maturity. And wc alfo fee, that the common Fire, 
of Wood and Coals, makes Earths and Minerals 
which.are White, become Red, as we fee Crocus Mar - 
tis, Minium , and ocher Colours which are produced 
out of Black, Gray, and White Metals and Minerals} 
as the highly illuminated Paracelfus hath fufficiently 
taught us, 'z/ic. that the common Fire of Coals, by 
its own power and innate Nature, without any addi¬ 
tion of other things, is perfectly able to graduate the 
white Metals, into Red, or yellow Gold, as you may 
fee in his Bool{ of Cements . If the common Wood-fire ot 
it felf doth this,what canno: the Fire of the wife effeCt, 
which was always kept in thegreateft Secrecy ? Efpe- 
cially, if one know how to add a graduating MetaUcl ^ 
Species, as Mars, Venus, and Antimony, and the like, 
alter a fpiritual manner, to the fecrct Fire ^ which is 
the way to give to white Silver, a conttant Red- 
nefs. 


As 














Part ill. 


SThe Goddcfs of 'Rjcbcs. 




As for the weight of Silver, it may, in like man¬ 
ner as the Colour be given to Silver by Art,fo thar it 
(hall be ecjual with Gold in weight : Which introdu¬ 
ction of Colour 2 nd weight into }), the Philofbphers 
have called doling of its Pores For this is certain, 
thar if any light Metals are melted together, that one 
filleth up the Peres ot chcother, and both come out 
of the lire more compadt and heavy, than they were 
before* For example : Take half an Cunce of Red 
Copper, &nd as much of good Tin, melt thefe toge¬ 
ther, and pour them out into a Bullet-mould, and 
you will fee, that they will not be much more in Mag¬ 
nitude than one of them was before; for one Bullet 
of 9 and one of y may almoft be put into the fame 
Mould : From whence it appears, that one Metal hath 
an ingrefs into the other, and mends, and augments it 
in its weight and Colour j but what thofc Metals are 
which give weight and colour to Silver, you may eati- 
ly guefs. Nothing can tinge, but what is naturally 
Coloured,and nothingcan better give weight,than what 
is naturally heavy : In which, t and l have the Prehc- 
mincncy, but in introducing Colour, Mars, l r e>:us, and 
Antimony excel. But which way this introduction of 
co’our and weight, into light and white Silver, is to 
be done, the following Proccfs will teach. 

But this the Ingenious ought to know, that it is no 
Art at all, that if the Iron made Red, and 2 and 1? 
made YVhire, be mixed with D, yet they will not 
render it durable, red and heavy : But the Corroding 
T w*ill quite take away the Redncfs and Whitenefs 
upon the Cupel : For what is not purged horn all 
combullible Sulphur , connot fuitain thcCupel, but will 
vanifh with Saturn, and turn into ScorU ; And feeing 
that we know, that $ and V contain abundance of 
fuperfluous combuflible Sulphur , and alfo that their 
incombnftible Sulphur is not yet fixed enough, to re- 
fift the Corroding T? upon the Cupel , and therefore 
with him mull vanifh 3nd come to nothing, for all 
that is able to abide the Cupel mart be feparated from 
all combuflible Sulphur . Now we know, that and 
2 are not fo, and therefore cannot abide the Cupel . 
For $ if he be made Red, and call upon Silver, he 
doth not remain Pved with it, but Co much as enters 
the Silver, again becomes black Iron, and therefore can 
give no Colour to the Silver > and alfo 2 Hies away, 
and fo leaves no weight to the Silver : Which Para - 
celfus hath fufficiently deferibed in his Ccelum Thilofo- 
phorum . So that if One melt unfixed Metals with 
Gold and Silver, and keep them together never fo 
long in the Fire, yet notwithftanding the unfixed Me¬ 
tals, cannot be made fixed by the Gold and Silver, 
but every of them would again be found in the £xj- 
mtn y as they were before. But if one Metal fhould 
make the other better, they ought to be fpiritually 
conjpyned, and fo the Spirit of one Metal will im¬ 
prove the other. For all Philofophcrs tefiifie, that the 
Aletals mult firft be reduced to their firlt Matter, that 
is, they mud be brought into a fpiritual being, be¬ 
fore they can be tranfmuted into more Noble, by Art. 
But which way all Metals are to be fpiricualized, and 
brought to their firft Matter, is taught in my Trca- 
tife of the Ihree Principles of Metals, lately published, 
as alfo in the Seventh part of my Pharnucopxa Spjgy - 
rica, and its Appendix. Now if one would Melio¬ 
rate, or improve, the imperfect Metals, the imperfect 
combullible Sulphur mil ft full be feparated from 
them, that onh the purcit and incombufiible part, viz. 
the incombufiible Sulphur may remain \ which may 
be done by feveral ways *, as by Diftillation, and Re¬ 
ctification) and alfo by Aduftion^ and Combuftion. in 


uhich rierhing perifhctli, bvx the combullible and un¬ 
profitable part: Bur the incbmbuliiblc (. \I Dill re¬ 
mains, and doih not pciifli by ti c i ;rc ; end alfo by 
Solutions, Diftillariohs and Rectifications, all the un¬ 
profitable Fcccs of rhe Metals arc feparated, and r 1 ere 
remains only the clean QuintcfTcncc of the Metals, 
which, are feparated and advanced inro a concentra¬ 
ted Medicine. This Separation nf the unprofitable 
and combullible Sulphur , from the incombnftible, as 
Old Philofophcr bath notably cxprefTcd in thefe Verfcs. 

h ll bnpoffihile , Sulphur fine F lamina delete , 

Calcis adujhbile, quod prtftat fojja Miner£. 

Sulphur impure , rrecaift Hot out, 

*1 ill Circling Flames play round about 

Our Oars and Calces *, for then they 

7 his Juhtil Fire forthwith obey . 

Here the Philofopher tells us, that every c<*nbu- 
bullible Sulphur , m3y be burnt, and reduced into no¬ 
thing, but no'otherwife, than by a kindled and com- 
bullible Fire,by whofe Hame nothing that is good,but 
only the fuperfluous and noxious Sulphur by which 3 ll 
the inferiour Metals 3re deftroyed , is taken away. 
And therefore juiily reputed imperfect, as long, and 
as often, until this unprofitable Sulphur is taken away 
from them, either Particularly, by DifTolving and Co¬ 
agulating, Diftilling and Pvddtifing, or el(e by an Uni- 
verfal fixed Mercury by projection, by which means 
the hurtful combullible Sulpbnr is fixed, and, without 
Combuftion, tranfmuted into a nobler Metal. For this 
is very poflible, that any combullible Sulphur , by an 
eafie way and (mail Charge, and in a.fhort time, viz- 
in one day, Particularly, may be fo fixed, and made 
conftant in the Fire, that, without being burnt, it may 
be able to endure the ftrongeft Fire, the which is hand¬ 
led more at' large, in my ‘ Three Principles of Metals. 
From hence it follows, that no imperfcdl Metal can 
be tranfmuted, with Profit, into a Perfect, before ic 
be free’d from its combullible Sulphur, which may be 
done feveral ways. Now, he who bach a mind to 
get any good out of the imperfedt Metals, mult learn 
how to feparate their unprofitable Sulphur , either by 
one means or other, as 1 have fufficiently taught. For 
in this, viz • in the Separation $f the combuflible Sul - 
phur, from the incombufiible, conlifts the whole Art; 
which every one ought to attend without other 
thoughts. Now after we have underftood out of this 
Theory, in what the Melioration of the Metals con- 
fills, or how it mull be effe&cd, it is neceftary to 
know the exadt Practice, or Proccfs, as the Operati- 
tions fucceed one another : For ro this work belongs, 
not only Diftillation and Rectification, to feparate the 
pure from the impure, but alfo the mofl fubtil 3nd 
clean parts, after they arc feparated from their Feces, 
mull be made fixed, fubtiler, and conllant , viz, fo 
conftant, that the Corroding k, may not overcome 
them, but again!! his Will, leave them conftant upon 
the Cupel. This is one of the gre3teft Secrets in AU 
cbymy , yet taken notice of but bv few, and therefore 
few there are who reap any Profit. For the greateft 
part of Operators arc perfuaded, that if they had but 
Red Mctallick Tindtures, that they could immediate¬ 
ly tinge with them, but in the end they have under¬ 
ftood, that more than unfixed Tinctures are required. 
Ic is an cafic Matter^ to make Fxed Tindtures out of 
Stones and Metals : But thefe arc not permanent on 
the Cupel, without true Fixation, which the Philofo- 
phers call Perpetuation in the Fire. Nothing-in the 
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World can tinge, Co that the tinged ft.etal can endure 
the Cupel , as long as the Tincture is (till Metallick. 
For whatfoever is made out of Metals, and by a ftrong 
Fire may again be reduced into a Metal, cannot be 
called a true Tindture, for whatfoever yet contains a 
combuftible Sulphur , periflieth upon the Cupel with 
Saturn, and nothing abides, but what is totally de¬ 
prived of that. For even the Saturn contains much 
combuftible Sulphur , therefore he fo readily afts upon 
Sulphureous Metals, and draws them with himfelt in - 
to the Cutely which he cannot do to Gold and Silver. 
But becaufe we alfo know this, that when by the help 
of common fixed Gold, a combuftible and fugacious 
Sulphur is well united and fixed, that the combuftible 
Sulphur adheres fo clofely to the fixed Gold, chat it 
alfo remains fixed with it, and can never be feparated 
from it. Now, if the weight and proportion be well 
adjufted, then the fixed Sulphur enters with the Gold 
intoLune, and Tingeth it into conftant Gold. Eut 
if the conjunction of the Sulphur and Gold, be not 
well made, or too much of the Sulphurbe put_to the 
Gold, it takes away the Ingrefs of the Gold, to that 
it remains with the Saturn, and cannot enter the oil 
ver. It is alfo to be obferved, that if the Sulphur of 
g 2 or £ be legitimately united with O, and yet be 
not kept long enough together, it will produce no 
good •, and therefore the Tranfmutation of Metals is 
rot fo eafie a thing, as many imagine *, it is not enough 
to make a TinCture ♦, to fix it, is more > and to give 
an Ingrefs, is hardeft of all. And thefe three things 
ought to be well known, if one would effect any good 
in the Tranfmutation of Metals. 

Now that we may farther hear,which way 1 injures 
may be drawn out of the Red Metals, fixed, and made 
conftant in the Fire, and how to give them an Ingrefs, 
I have undertaken to Reveal to the Lovers of Art. 
And none needs to doubt, but what I here Write are 
my own Inventions, which I have not only once or 
twice, but many times experimented, and always 
found good, although in fmall quantities, provided no 
'accident hath hindered me. If a Giafs break in the 
labour, or a Crucible runs out, by which one fuffers 
lofsj that is not to be accounted a lofs, becaufe it comes 
by accident and not from the Art, and therefore not 
to be imputed to the Art. If an Art be never fo well 
deferibed, and an Unskilful Workman intcjmeddle 
with it, the Work may be eafily fpoiled, and there* 
fore the fault cannot juflly be charged upon the Art, 
as it is too often done. 1 fliall here acquit my felf of 
this unjuft charge, if out of a good Intention I here 
difeover the Art, as I have often done, without con¬ 
cealing any Manual Operation, and hereafter fhall not 
care what Ill Men fay or judge of it,if any one, through 
his want of Skill, fhould lofe his labour. I here 
Write nothing, but what I have often done my felf, 
and found good *, for what fhould move me to pub- 
lifh any falfe thing, that might feducc others to la¬ 
bour in vain, even when I am ready to dye ? I never 
’fought any Profit by any of my Writings, no, not 
when I was young, and might have occafion for it. 
And now, when both my Feet are in a manner in the 
Grave, and I am certain not to live much longer , al¬ 
though I am heart-whole, nor find 1 any dolour about 
me, yet my Limbs being weak, 1 am forced to keep in 
my Bed, where 1 Write this. I fay. Why fliould I, 
fo near my end, write any thing hurtful to my Soul ? 
I write this for my farewel, to do good to the World, 
even as the Swan, when fhe is near her death, lings 
a pleafant Song, and fuch I would that every one 
(hould take thefe my la!i Writings to be. But if it 


{hall pleafe God, 1 hope this will not be the laft $ 
which is only a fmall Work, to ihew the probability 
and verity of the Tranfmutation of Metals, and to 
help Skilful Chymifis to great Riches. But it God 
(hall yet fpare my Life, I Hull write of higher matters, 
and fhew fuch a light to the blind World, as hath not 
yet been revealed by any Man. In the mean time, I 
defire the Ingenious very well to confidcr this parti¬ 
cular, and to try his Fortune, every thing is eafie to 
be done, and needs no beating of the Brain, tor all 
the labour is clearly laid down, without any referve, 
therefore I would have none be fo arrogant, as to im¬ 
pute the fault to me, if he mifs his Intention) but ra¬ 
ther to himfelf, through his own unskilfulnefs or neg¬ 
ligence. Yetthis is alfo to be coniidcred, That fame- 
times a true skilful and diligent Operator cannot imi¬ 
tate an eafie thing, being hindered by the Almighty, 
who for certain Reafons keeps his Hand over it, and 
will not let every Man grow Rich. 

Now follows the Fundamental Trocefs , how to tna^good 
Gold out (f Silver , with profit , and how to Jeparate, 
after a particular manner , good Gold and Silver, out 
of Iron, Copper , T in and Lead . 

IF. A pound of Steel Wier, more or lefs, according 
as you will begin your Work in a greater or leffer 
quantity, diffolve it in Spirit of Salt, fiber the Dilfo- 
lution, and abftraft the Phlegm from the Solution, in 
Sand, for in the Abftratftion there will come over no 
acidity, (becaufe the Mars holds it after a Magnetick 
manner ) but yet this is not without virtue, for it 
carries over with it felt a very fubtle Martial Spirit, 
of which a little put into ones Mouth, penetrates the 
Tongue, fo that the tafte thereof remains long after. 
And this penetrating tafte and fmell, is nothing elfe 
but the molt fubtle Narcotick Sulphur of Mars , which 
is fet at liberty in the Solution, and carried over with 
the fweet Water, in the deflegming. It doth won¬ 
ders in Internal Obftruftions ^ and Externally it eaf- 
ech all Pains, becaufe it is Narcotick and Stupefadivcj 
It ferveth for Phyficians and Chyrurgeons in many 
calls, but becaufe I have already written of this, I 
need not here repeat it. And this you ought to note, 
chat you draw not off the Phlegm to drynefs, but the 
Solution of 6 muft remain in form of anOyl. This 
fiveet Oyl of S is the OpakpTree of Virgil, from which 
he hath taught us to pluck its Golden Branches, and 
how this is to be done, he hath alfo obfcurely hinted, 
but 1 here publifh it plainly. Virgil faith, that thofe 
Golden Branches are die gift of Proferpina , but what 
was to be underftood by this Projerpina , which the 
Heathens have faid to be the Wife of PInto, is not 
here expreffed, but only this, that this Golden Branch 
was Confecrated to the Goddefs Juno . He that will 
have the foundation of thofe Heathenifh Gods, cannot 
better accomplifh his Dcfirc, than by Reading the laft 
Edition of the Dictionary of Eight Languages, writ¬ 
ten by j4mbrofiHi Callepine , for there he will find many 
curious fecretsof the Ancient Poets illuftrated. Now* 
concerning Proferpina , many Philofophers and Chy- 
mifts underftand the Corrotive Oyl or Butter of An* 
timuny, of which 1 have already made mention, although 
obfcurely, in my Treatife Ve Sale Philofophorum , but 
fliall here give it you more plainly. Now, it accord¬ 
ing to a due weight, you put fome of this Proferpina 
to the Solution of Mars, and unite them well toge¬ 
ther, and then diftil this mixture by a Giafs Retort 
well Coated, there firft comes over a certain unprofi¬ 
table Humidity, then a white Oyl of Antimony, which 
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is to be kept by it felf,and when you fee yellow drops 
begin to fall, you mult then change your Receiver, 
then give a llronger Fire, and the Proferpina brings 
over with it fell the Tincture of Mjn,. as red as 
Blood. This Blood-red Oyl of Mars and Antimony 
is the Golden Branch, plucked from the obfcure Tree, 
which may ealily be fixed into a particular Tindture, 
as we fhall hear anon. Now when you have pulled 
One Golden Branch, you may alfo pluck a fccond and 
third, for they will eafily follow. As for the manner 
of plucking more fuch Golden Branches, it is thus: 
You mult diffolve the remaining £ with Spirit of Salt, 
and there will remain many Feces, but the Solution 
will be clearer and better than the firft, although lefs 
in quantity i Now, after (as I told you before) you 
have put to it the due quantity of Butter of Antimony , 
for which purpofe that which came over in thefirft 
Dillillation will well ferve, and when you have driven 
this over by a Retort as before, the Proferpina again 
brings over more of theTindfure in a Blood-red Oyl, 
which may as the firft, be fixed into a Tindfuie. Af¬ 
ter this manner you may pluck many Branches, one 
after another, but it is not convenient, becaufe the 
Solution of Mars is diminifhed by every Diftillation, 
and at length your Branches would be very fmall; 
therefore it is better when you have plucked the firff 
Branch, to go to another Tree, and there to pluck a 
Golden Branch, for the Tree is not fo precious, and 
you maycolledt the Trees from which you have pulled 
the Branches, and diflolve them in Spirit of Salt, and 
then pluck from them more Branches. Proferpina hath 
learned this fpoiling and bearing away, of her Huf- 
band Pluto , for he dole Proferpina from her Parents, 
and carried her with him into Hell, and made her his 
Wife. N. B. Pinto carried Proferpina into Hell, but 
Proferpina doth the contrary, carrying the dead Bodies 
and Souls out of Hell. For fhe hath her Original only 
from the Spirit and Salt of the World, which Spirit 
and Salt of the World have power to carry the Souls 
of the dead Bodies out of Hell, as you may fee in the 
Books of Philofophers which fay. 

Sal & Spiritin Mundi , ducunt Anima Mortuorum ex 
Oreo. 

The Salt. and Spirit of the World, bring the Souls 
of the Dead out of Hell. 

Let this fuffice concerning the bringing over the Me- 
tallick Souls or Tinftures, which is done by Profer¬ 
pina. But there is yet other ways to draw out the 
Tindlures of Metals out of Red Bodies, and they are 
chiefly to be had by means of our fecret Sal Armo- 
niacl ( in a far greater quantity, than by the help of 
Proferpina , which is fomewhat troublefome, but yet 
thefe are more eafily and perfectly acquired by our Al- 
caheff. Now, after we have heard how to draw 
Tinctures out of Metals and Minerals by the help of 
Proferpina , it is further neceffary to know how to fix 
thofe Volatile Tindtures, fo that they may not only 
endure the fhongeft Fire, to which they may eafily be 
brought, but that is not enough, they mull be made 
fo fixed, that the Corroding Saturn may not have 
power to injure them upon the Cupel •, if that be not 
done, thefe Tindlures can profit nothing to Metals. 1 
have feen very many who very well know, how to Ex- 
trad! Tindtures out of Mar>\ Venus , Vitriol and An¬ 
timony, but they wanted the Fixation, the perpetua¬ 
tion upon the Cupel , and alfo Ingrefs, and therefore 
they could do nothing with them- Thefe following 


ancient Vcrfcs are read by many, but underftood bv 
few, viz. ' 

Fixtsm ft fh ex, fseiefque volare folntunt 
& z e liter i m jigeij faeiit tevivere tutum. 

If thou dilfolve that which is fixed, and render it Vo- 

larile. 

And 3gain fix the Volatile, thou (halt not want. 

We have proceeded according to this Verfc, in ma¬ 
king the fixed Iron Volatile, although we have not 
yet again rendered the Volatile fixed and conftant up¬ 
on the Cupel. The Fixation requires but little Art, fo 
that it may abide the Fire, bur to make it abide the 
Cupel is a great Art, and cannot be done by idle talk¬ 
ing, but by a fundamental knowledge, without which 
all is in vain. 

Now concerning the Fixation of thofe Volatile 
Tindtures, fo as to abide the Cupel , I Inve (thanks 
to God ) often experimented, and have already com¬ 
municated to fome who are Curious, out of kindnefs, 
whofe fuccefs I do not yet know. This Fixation 
cannot be effected without Common Gold, for when 
Gold in a liquid form according to a due proportion, 
is mixed and radically conjoyned with the Tindture’ 
and cart into Hell to Pluto , and Pluto finds his dear 
Confort deeply in love with the Anima of Mars , or 
this Beautiful Hermaphroditical Youth, he burns with 
Jealoufie, fo that he bends them fo clofe together, as 
they can never afterwards be parted by Saturn. But 
wherefoever one of thefe three goeth, draweth the 
other two with it. And becaufe they are alfo con- 
flantly together, as if it were one Spirit and Tindture 
united to the fixed Body of Gold, therefore they have 
an eafie admittance into the Chamber of the Queen 
Diana \ for Diana doth by no means fhuC out her'dear- 
efl King Apollo, but willingly admits him, and there¬ 
fore fhe is recompenfed with all the Treafurcs which he 
hath received from his true and Warlike Servant, Mars : 
And of this, by Nepunes help, fhe hath made her felf 
a glorious and conffant Red Garment, which neither 
Water nor Fire, nor the old and envious Saturn can 
fpoil her of. Here I have Fundamentally deferibed the 
Fixation of the Martial and Antimonial Tindture, 
clearly without any refervation, yet fomewhat enig¬ 
matically, according to the manner of the Poets. He 
that doth but a little confidcr, cannot fail, but mult 
comprehend it, if he hath but a moderate Capacity, 
except God fhall prohibite him. 

Now let us further fee, what may be further done 
with our Red Oyl of £, and 5 , in Phyfick and Al- 
chymy. When we powr upon this Oyl our Alcabeft, 
and again draw off the Liquof by a Retort with a 
gentle heat, and at length give a ftronger Fire, the 
mofl fubtle and cleaned part of the Tindture will 
come over, and the groffelt part will remain behind, 
which is an Univerfal Purge. The fubrle part, may 
yet be made purer and nobler by Redtification, and 
this you may afterwards dulcify from its Salt, and dry 
the Anima Martis and Antimoni), then put it into a 
Glafs, and with an eafie Sand-Fire melt it into a R.ed 
Stone, for this Stone melts as ealily as Wax, and hath 
as eafie Ingrefs into all Metals, as Oyl hath into dry 
Leather. This Stone hath not its equal, for it is better 
than the Fire-Stone of Baftlius, it is better than But¬ 
lers Stone, to which Helmmt hath aferibed fuch Won¬ 
ders. Of this Stone and its incredible Virtues, which 
it fliews in Phyfick, 1 (hall treat at large in the fol¬ 
lowing Treatife. This Treatife fhall Difcourfe of 
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three unknown Fires, and Stones: Frfl of the ficret 
Fire of the ancient Phjlofophers, which is called the 
Fire of Artepbius , by Virtue of which fccrct l ire, is 
generated the vegetable. Animal and Mineral Hone of 
1’hilofophers , and alio particularly out of all Vege¬ 
tables, Animals, and Minerals, their QnintclTence, 
or highell Power, without the help of any common 
Fire, without Furnace, GlafTes, or any other known 
Chymical Inffruments , is to be obtained in a few 
hours, without any Labour or Coft : And aMo things 
incrediblc'and unheard of are by it brought to pafs > 
of which great Secret, no Philofopber hath hitherto 
made the leafi mention-, as the before cited Treatife 
will fufficiently teftific. The fecond Fire is like to it, 
viz. the fame with which the Jfraelites in old time 
did fet Fire to their Sacrifices, which their Priefls, 
when they were to go into the Babylonijh Captivity, 
did hide in a dry hole in the Earth -, and many years 
after, when they were releafed from their Captivity, 
and returned, they found not a Fire, but inflcad of it a 
Jifcous water, which they poured upon their Sacri¬ 
fice, and it kindled it, as well as if it had been done 
by the fccrct heavenly Fire, of which you may read 
more in the Maccabeus. This fccrct Fire of the An¬ 
cient Caldeans is alfo comparable to the Ethereal 
Fire, of which Meteors, Thunder and Lightning are 
generated, and alfo the Thunderbolts themfelves, which 
are calf down upon the Earth, to the great aflonilh- 
ment of Mankind. Hermes hath very well faid, that 
what is above is alfo below, which is proved by the 
fccret fire of the Caldeans. For by a light, plain and 
cheap Art, one may calily produce the fame Light¬ 
ning fire,together with the Thunder, here upon Earth > 
of which the following Book (hall treat more fully. 
And therefore to that I refer the Reader. I could 
not but here touch a little at thefe three Principal 
Fires, by which are generated the three chief Jewels 
of the World, that the Enquirer after the Wifdom of 
God may know, what great Mj fteries of God are to be 
imparted hereafter to the ungrateful World, before I 
publifh this Book of Fires and Stones. Now to return 
to our particular,, and fee by what means our Red Oyl 
of Mars and Antimony may be Coagulated, after a 
nearer way, into a tinging Stone, with which Silver 
particularly, with all other inferionr Metals, may be 
Meliorated, that out of them may be had good Gold 
and Silver with profit. And alfo, how by it the Tin 
dures of Stones, both noble and ignoble, may be 
drawn out of them, and after the Tindurc is drawn 
out, to incorporate it with Silver, and Colour it. And 
alfo, all precious Stones exalted in their natural Co¬ 
lour, and if their Colour be too high, it may he di- 
minifbed, and the Stone rendred more precious, and 
how this is to be done, the following l’radicc will 
reveal. The fecond and caller way, bow to bring our 
tinging Red Oyl of A7.tr/ and Antimony into an hard, 
fwcet, and not Corrofive Stone, is this. 

In the foregoing Appendix, I have faid fomewhat 
of the Coagulation of the ibarp Spirits, of Metals 
and Minerals, and have proved, that fuch Coagula¬ 
tion is to be made by the help of Old, cold and dry 
Saturn, but becaufe I did not there declare, how it is 
to be dTetfted, I think fit to do it litre, and it is thus. 
All Liquors or moil! tilings, if they are to be dryed, 
then the moilVure mull be drawn off from the thicker 
part by an eafic heat, and then the thicker part re¬ 
mains by it felf, and is ufed according to its Appro¬ 
priation, as we know, t hat Aloes, Myrrh, Opium, and 
all other Gums and juices were thin at the tiill, and 
were iiifpilfated into concrete juices, by the Sun or 


Fire. Ic is true, fuch an Infpiffiition of vegetable 
Juices is calily done in this manner ■, but Mineral 
dillilled Spit its, and Corioilvc Ovls, cannot be thus 
dryed, for they will endure heat, but it you give too 
great a heat, they will fly away and not be ibickned, 
as you may fee in Oyl of Vitriol, which by ic felf can 
never be dryed, although it be never fo long kept.in 
heat. . But if you will have ic dry, you mult add 
fomething to it which is more than dry, and hath al¬ 
fo power to exficcatc moilture. YVe fee in the ba¬ 
king of Bread, when we put water to the Flour, and 
mix them together to make Dough, and of that bake 
Bread, that the Flour, although it be dry, yet it can¬ 
not retain with it felf the Water, in a hot Oven, for 
that perfectly flics away from the Meal by the hear, 
and if the Fire be cncreafed, all the moilture would 
be gone, and only the Meal remain in form of a dry 
Earth, having quite loll the form of Bread, bccaufe 
the Meal was not radically united with the water, 
and therefore they could not endure the heat toge¬ 
ther. If one take a dry Earth, Sand or Powder of a 
Stone, and put water to it, the dry Earth will im¬ 
bibe the water, arid to the Eye reduce it into Earth, 
but this is not conflant. For if yon diftil this Earth 
I by a Retort, all the added water will again come over, 
and leave the Earth alone, but this is to be under- 
Hood of common water. But fuppofc, one fhould add 
a heavy Mineral water as ol.Vitrioli to a dry Earth, 
and fhould commit this mixture to the Fire, in hopes, 
that the dry Earth fhould retain with it felf the Cor- 
rofivc Oyl of Vitriol, ar.d alfo reduce it into a dry 
Earth, ic would prove a miflake, for the Oyl of Vi¬ 
triol, in a fufheient heat, would wholly forfake the 
Earth, bccaufe the Earth is dead, and hath no Sym- 
pathetick, or Magnctick power, to conjoyn it felf ra¬ 
dically with the Oyl of Vitriol, fo as to remain toge¬ 
ther conflant in the Fire } but fuch an Earth, which 
by an innate Love draws the Oyl of Vitriol to it felf, 
and endures with it in heat, or cold without Separa¬ 
tion, tnufl proceed from the fame Original with if, 
for every thing loves its like, and hateth what is un¬ 
like to it. Now, becaufe the Oyl of Vitriol proceeds 
from a Mineral kind, therefore it loves the Metals, 
but no common Earth ot Stones, for it hath no affini¬ 
ty with them. Now it the Oyl of Vitriol be to be 
converted into an hard Mineral Aone, it miifl be done 
by its like, to wit, by Metals, and by fuch Metals as 
are moft nearly related to it, viz. the MctaJs that are 
yet impelled, for all Metals and Minerals proceed 
from the fame Root, and therefore they all love orre 
another, yet one Metal loves Oyl of Vitriol more than 
another, and the immature Metals, better than the 
ripe ones. For although Gold and Silver alfo love 
Oyl of Vitriol , yet they doit by Compulfion, and not 
out of true Love, for they are very difficultly diffolv’d 
by ic, becaufe they have put off their vitriolick Na¬ 
ture in their Fixation : On the contrary, Mars and 
Venus have not yet fo done, and therefore they ea- 
(ily alfume the Oyl of Vitriol, and are diflblved by it, 
becaufe it was driven out of their Body by the force 
ofFire, therefore one might fay, that Mars and Ve¬ 
nus were the true Metals, and eafiefl to Coagulate the 
Oyl of Vitriol and Antimony , and to fix them into a 
Stone, yet this is not fo, for Mars and Venus are of 
a grofs Nature, and have too much unprofitable 
Eauli, which may ealily be feen by their difficult 
inching in the Fire. Then what is to be done ? Shall 
Saturn or Jupiter do it, both which are of an eafic 
I'llfion 'f Or, (hall Mercury do it, which is always Li¬ 
quid ? I anfiver, that Mercury cannot Coagulate, nor 
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make fixed, becaufe he fiimfelf is not fixed, nor Coa¬ 
gulated. Neither can Jupiter do it, for although he 
is fluxible and dry, yet he is caiily tranfmurable by a 
(mail Fire, into an influxible Earth, which cannot 
again be reduced intoafluxible Metallic^ Body: What 
then, lhall defpifed Saturn do it> ( may one ask ) who 
is unfixed himfelf ? and which way is it then poffible 
for him to fix a Body, which is more fluid than him- 
fdf ? To this I anfwer, that the Fixity is not the 
only caufe of the Coagulation of the Oyl of Vitriol , 
for then this Coagulation might be eafieli performed, 
by Gold and Silver, which, yet is not done, and 
therefore this Coagulation of Corrbfive Spirits mud 
be done by dry MetaHicl ; Subje<3$. Now wc know 
very well, that among all the Metals Saturn is the 
drieft > of which Paracelfus writes very well in his 
Book of Vexations, which I have already alledged, 
and confirmed in the foregoing Appendix, £viz Phar- 
tncaopxa Spagyr. Pars 7.3 It is alfo true, that a better 
Coagulator, of all Corrofive Mineral Spirits cannot be 
found, than old,cold, and dry Saturn*, for by his great 
drynefs he Coagulateth the mOift Mineral Spirits > by 
his great innate fwcctnefs, he dulcifies all Corrofives •, 
and by his fiuxible Sulphur, he renders all influxible 
Afetallicl^ Subjects, fluxible. Now we need nothing 
more to our Red Oyl of Vitriol, Alois and Antimony, 
but that it be Coagulated into a hard, fweet and fu- 
iile Stone, which Coagulation can only be done by 
Saturn, and by no other Metal or Mineral, which I 
have fufficiently proved in the before mention’d Appen - 
dix, and alfo in my Book of the Three Principles of 
Metals . Now vve have fufficiently underftood, that 
the Coagulation and Dulcification of our Red Corro' 
five Oyl of 8 and 2 into a fufile Red Stone, can on¬ 
ly be done by the help of the Old, Cold, and, of all 
Fools, defpifed Saturn. Concerning the Nature and 
Property of Saturn, it would not be here amifs, to 
fay fomewhat of it: But becaufe Paracelfus hath al¬ 
ready fufficiently done it, in his Cotlum Pbilofophorum, 
and 1 have already confirmed it in the forementioned 
Appendix, I think it here tinceceffary to add any 
more. Yet I cannot forbear to fay this, that Saturn 
naturally contains yet a good quantity of the Corro- 
fivc Oyl of Vitriol , which doth not vanifh in melting, 
nor Cannot be eafier perceived, than when other Metals 
are added to him upon th c Cupel, how (bon he fwal- 
lows them, and draws them with himfelf into the 
Cupel, except Gold and Silver, which he cannot touch, 
becaufe ‘hey have no radical Communion with him, 
but are clcanfed. by Nature from theirTuperfluous Sul¬ 
phur, for this devouring Wolf Saturn, can confume 
nothing, but the combufliblc Sulphur of Metals, but 
the incombuftible fixed Sulphur and Mercury, he can¬ 
not touch, as appears in Gold and Silver. The an¬ 
cient Philofophcrs painted Saturn, as an .Old Man, 
with one foot on a Wooden ftilt, having in one hand 
a Sythe or Sickle, and in his other hand a Child, which 
he puts to his mouth to devour it. By this they would 
intimate the devouring Nature of Saturn, which they 
have alfo expreffed in thefe Words, Falx ejus Mer¬ 
cian eft, he hath a (harp Sickle, beware of him, for 
he hath no mercy, which I have found to be tfue, 
not only by the Cupel, that he Corrodes and ears 
through them, for he Corrodes Sand and Stones, and 
reduceth them into a tranfparent Glafs ^ if he doth 
this by his own Nature, what will he not do, when 
his Sythe is whetted by the Corrofive Oul of Vitriol > 
Certainly he can do ten times more : I have experi¬ 
mented it, he that will know it, may alfo do the fame : 
By him we wa(h and dcanfe common Gold and Sil¬ 


ver on the Cupel, but that Gold and Silver, whiJi ia 
Kill hid in the imperfect Metals, as Mtrs , Venus, and 
Jupiter , as alfo in the vile Minerals and Stones, nh'ch 
is frill clofely tycd to the combufiible Sulphur , here the 
common Saturn is too Weak and can make no Separa¬ 
tion*. On the contrary, ours*can elFcdl it v<jry well, 
and therefore 1 commend him , for after his Sythe 
is whetted by the Corrofive Oyl of Vjtriol if then 
one “handle anv Metal, or Mineral with him In 4 Cru¬ 
cible, he will in a moment eat a hole through it, andl 
run out i Nay, if one fhould put two or three Cru¬ 
cibles one into another, he would do the fame, but if 
one calt fomewhat before hirn, to fatiatc his Wolf¬ 
like Appetite, then he leaves the Crucibles whole, but 
doth' what the Artiff would have hjm, and is ufed as 
a came Wolf, devours the Sheep no more, but keeps 
them from other devouring Wolves- 
Before 1 could bring him. to that pafs, to prevent 
his biting, 1 tryed.many, forts of Veflcls to hold him* 
nay I have put him upon a Fefl made of bone Allies. 
5 Tis true, he did not cat in, but remained fixt upon 
the Cupel like Silver, and would not Coppel, by 
which I perceived, that any common Lead , by help 
of the Red Oyl of Mars and Antimony, may in a ve¬ 
ry fliort time, not only be reduced into Gold and 
Silver, .but alfo be .fixed into a true Tinfture, which 
I have fufficiently (hewn in the foregoing Appendix, 
that fome of the ancient Fhilofophers have made 
their tinging Stone out of Saturn. But fetting this 
afide, becaufe I yet never went fo far, but 1 fhould 
not think it at all difficult, to make an univerfal Tin- 
(Tture, to tranfmute all the Metals into perfect Gold 
and Silver out of Saturn, with the Red Oyl of $ and 
2 , if my weaknefs of Body would permit. But t 
concern not my felf about that, but leave it fo thofe 
that are younger, for I can eafier come to an univer¬ 
fal Tinfture, by the help of the fecret Fire of Philo- 
phers, than by Saturn *, but in the particular Tranf- 
mutation of Metals, I have performed many things 
with the Stone of L,as the following Practice (The weth. 

Now followetb the eafte Coagulation of our Red Oyl of 
Mars and Antimony, into a Red, Sweet, and fluxi* 
ble Stone. 

5 *. Some Founds of common Lead, melt it, and 
pour it out into along Ingot, and rafp as much 
thereof as need fliall require*, take of this a Pound 0 1 
more , and put it into a Glafs Retort well coated, 
pour to it half the quantity of the Red Oyl of 8 and 
2 , feC it in a Sand Cupel, and give Fire gently by de¬ 
grees, and there will come over no Red Oyl, but on¬ 
ly a clear and inlipid Water, and all the fharpnefs, 
with the Red Tincture, will remain with the k. If 
you break the Retort,you will find no Saturn, but thid 
Red, Tinging, and eafie melting Stone, of fuch Vir¬ 
tues as I have told you before. Now if you will 
make ufe of this Stone for the particular Meliorating 
of the inferiour Metals, as alfo for noble and ignoble 
Stones, you, mufi; powder it, and mix it with the 
Metallic\ Alhes, and melt them, and you will find 
the good Metal to be feparated from the red, the un¬ 
profitable part, arrd fuptrfluous Sulphur, will turn into 
drofs, and the purer p rt will fettle into a Regnlus , 
which you mull blow oft upon a Cupple, and yoii 
will find the Silver and Gold, which our Scone hath 
feparated out of that Metal *, for our Stone hath this 
Nature, to feparate in the Fire the good from the 
bad, to turn the Good into a Metalline K egulus, and 
the infciiour into Drofs. For Example, I have a mix- 
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tureof Metals containing Gold, Silver, J'cans, Mms 
and Jupiter together, l granulate this mixture, and 
mix them with our Stone, melt them together in a 
Crucible, our Stone only (polls the inienour Metals 
as i , v and which it confumes into a Drols but 
rite purer as O and 5) it fc-parates trom this Drols, 
and precipitates thcm’lnto a K e<ntlus. ut if t ns 

qnlus fliould not be line enough at the hrft melting, 
you mull Cu'.el it with Lead, neither doth all the O 
and j come out of this mixture at one melting, but 
fome remains with the Drofs, therefore you mu 
arain put this into a Crucible, and pur to it fome 
filings of Iron, and fo melt them together, then the 
wild Sulphur will be dcllroy’d by the d, and fo ler 
the Gold and Silver fall by Cupdlation. 1 he Drols 
you mull referve, till you have enough to melt in a 
fmall Wind Furnace,.and it will be again reduced in¬ 
to Lead, which you may again ule for the fame La¬ 
bour s for (he Redutfrion of this, I have invented a 
peculiar fmall Furnace,which may be earned from place 
to place, and alfo you may pom out the Drols after it is 
melted, without breaking any thing of tnc Furnace, 
fo that you may ufe it very often, before the Hearth 
will need mending. What is here faid of the Sepa¬ 
rating of MctJicli mixtures, the fame may alfo be 
undcrltood of thofc Mixtures, which arc yet in the 
Oar, for the Oars arc as eaftly feparated by our Stone, 
as the Metals. This is the ufe of our Stone, before 
jts TintUue is yet fixed, and therefore nor able t > 
rranfmutc 5 ) into O- Frcfently you fhall alfo hear, 
h ow it may be rendred capable to tranlmute any Sil¬ 
ver, by Degrees, into' gy'od Gold. I tbink it fit, 
firft to fay 'fomcwhat, how by the help of our Stone 
one may attain r.reat Frotit from Gems. For the 
Gems have in them fixed Tindurcs, which our Nep- 
tunc can (noil them cfF. and fo incorpoiatc them with 
the naked flto, to make Her a Golden Veil which 
is done thus: Tire fragments of coloured Gems, 

viz. of Granarcs Rubtfcs, Saphiis, Hyac.nfliS, Jafpis, 
&c. put a little! Oft liefe into a p/lotl Crucible, and put 
to it three times as much of our Stone, cover it well, 
and melt it upon tl rlc Stones, and our Stone draws 
out the Col ur (i the Gems', and Colour, it fdf yet 
deeper With this Red Stone, if any tike? i> be mix¬ 
ed with it, and melted, it draws the fixed Tintture 
to it and l/ccAmes Golden, to that in the Separation 
it ytilds much Gold, N. />. The fitted Silver for this 
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their hardnefS, ‘N. K. 1? a Man 1 hath Skill enough to 
takeaway the .6 1< ur frorn'thc great Gems,-as Gra- 
nates, and Hyacinths, he n ay acquire Riches m afhbrt 
time •, for afterwards v«u may tinge other white Stones 
into Rubies, by the help of this Colour, bur this La¬ 
bour requires an experienced Artiii , but. no Pratlcr : 
And this is fuflicient for'this time, he that delighted) 
in thefe' Arts may rraaife'.thein, and try how God 
vvilj profper him in 'it.. If he tan but obtain the Ex¬ 
traction of the Cems, he needs no more, for one Gem, 
of a Drain, is worth more than fevetal Ounces of 
Gold. After we have briefly underliood , how to 
make' goo'd profit'with our Red coagulated Oyl of 
/ln:/»iJi:y and A/jr/, before it is yet fixed, with the 
iinpcifc& Petals' and Gems :'You fhall alfo hear what 
it will tip,‘when fixed. And this you muff know, 
that if a Tii.&yre vuy well prepared, can endure 
.inciting in the Fife, yet for all that, it may not be 


accounted fixed for inafmuch as they are made out 
of unfixed Metals, they cannot ihcmfclvcs be fixed •> 
it one ihould object, and fay, that the Tindturc was 
drawn out of fixed Iron, and therefore it inuit alfo 
be fixed, although the Antimony was not fixed : 1 an- 
hver, ihat Iron cannot be called fixed,although it doth 
not tly in the Fire, for Saturn can Hill devour it, but 
this only is to be reputed fixed, which endures the 
Cupels which neither 6 nor J doth. Therefore the 
linflures which arc extracted out of them, cannot 
endure the Cupel before they are made fixed. For 
which rcaibn the highly experienced Philofuphcr Pd- 
tdcelfits tells us, that we mull not take common Iron 
to draw our 1 indlure, but fuch as cannot be again re¬ 
duced into Iron, which we muff feck in the green 
and blue Scoria , out of which Iron hath been melted 
by ihe iirengeh of Fire* and are caff away. Ikcaufe 
the Iron, and alfo every imperfeft Metal, containeth 
two forts of Sulphur, viz* a combufnblc, and incom- 
buftiblcj the combufiiblc is melted by a firong Fire, 
into a dead Glals, but the incombuffible remains un¬ 
hurt, hidden in the faid Glafs, and may be drawn 
out of it by Art, and brought into a Tinfturc, that 
will endure the Cupel . ] could cite Varncclfus for fe- 
veral other things, becaufe he writes very honeffly, 
but it is not here convenient. It would be very well, 
if fome one would reprint this Treatife, for it is out 
of Print, that the way to the Truth might be fhewn 
to them that err. And if none will do it, I fhall do 
it my fclf, tor it is commendable to preferve alighted 
Candle, and not fiiiTer it to go out. This is enough 
of the Fixation of Paracclfus, which is done by the 
great lhcngth of common Fire. Now we will alfo 
hear, how this Fixation may be cftcdxd by an artificial 
moitt Fire* much caller than by the former. In n;y 
Treadle lately publifiicd of the Three Principles of 
Metals, I have taught how any combufiiblc Sul* bur 
may be fixed in a very few hours, Fo that no Fire can 
any more hurt it. Now if fuch a quick Fixation of 
tombuffiblc Sulphur, can be done with a rroifl Fire, as I 
have ihewn it may in the faid Treatife, what may not 
be done, by die fame Fire in the more fixed Metals, 
fuch as Iron? I have alfo fhewn in the fame place, that 
asivell as common may be made fixed in few 
hours, 1 have alfo faid that g and common fo fixed 
have no ingrefs into Metals. After that, 1 have alfo 
taught,* how to procure this ingrefs by common Gold, 
if the Gold and the Sulphur be united, and then a 
a fixing Aqua Fortis drawn from them, that then it 
can never be feparated from the Gold, but that the 
Gold fo preferves it upon the Cupel, that Sjfar#can¬ 
not enter it ; Now if this may be done with com¬ 
mon Sulphur and Antimony, why not alfo with Mars i 
which in its Nature approachcrh Fixity / Therefore 
it bchoveth, that we fliould fix our Tincture of S and 
3 , after the fume manner being united with 0 , by the 
HuVrlid Hire, that both may be permanent upon the 
Cupel: For without this Fixation nothing of moment 
can be done. For if thefe Tinfturcs be added to Sil¬ 
ver,' and are not confhilt in the Fire, .they with the 
Silver, become Metals again, vanilh upon the Cupel 
with 1?, ajid leave the D nothing bettered. There¬ 
fore nothing elfe is to be obferved, but ro bring into 
Perpetuation the prepared Tinctures of c and by 
the addition of Gold, and the due Abffraflion of the 
fixing Water.*s and then the Tinfttires remain with 
the Silver unfeparablc, and the devouring Saturn can¬ 
not hurt them upon the Cupel. Let this fufike con¬ 
cerning ihe particular Fixation of our Red Oyl of S 
and Antimony. Now followed),how to make an’nniver- 
fal Coagulation and Fixation of tins Oyl# 
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The PROCESS. 

ft.HpHree or four Ounces of our Coagulated Oyl 
A of Mars and Antimony, into a Red Stone by 
the help of b, grindc it into an impalpable Powder, 
and draw from it ten or twelve Ounces of Prong 
Aqua b'ortis, which hath been firft abliradVcd from 
decrepitated Salt, and in which is dilfolved half an 
Ounce of Gold : Secondly, and Thirdly, abflradi from 
it again frefli Aqua Pegu, but without Gold i then 
the Gold will radically unite it fclf with the Tin¬ 
cture of Mars and Antimony , and they will be con- 
llantly fixed together, .by means of Aqua Renta. When 
this is done, pour upon it a good quantity of common 
Water, let it boy 1 tor fome hours, and it will draw 
out the fharp Spirits, which remained with the Tin- 
dture, this may be once or twice repeated, then dry 
it, and it is fit to tinge Silver into Gold. This Tin- 
dture melts as ealily as Wax y the Saturn which is 
mixed with it, doth not hinder it, it is true, he goes 
into the Silver with the Tindhire, but is ealily fepa- 
rated by the Cupel. 1 could fet down many more 
Dexterities, in the Preparation of this Tindfurc, but 
it would fwell too much, it being already greater than 
1 expected, for I only thought to have annexed this 


to the Appendix, as a Corollary, but it is grown bi ; -* 
ger than the Appendix it fjf. Here thouM have 
been added, how this Tinflure of Antimony and Mirs, 
by the help of our Aleabifl, might be made into a 
confrant Tinilure, ealily anJ in great quantity, with¬ 
out Colt •, focompendiouily, that in three or lour days 
time, a good quantity of Timlure may be trade tit 
to graduate a great part of Silv.r into Gold : But 
the time will not allow me here to inlilt any farther on 
it, but mull defer it the fecund Appendix, where the 
Reader will find greater Contentment. For this work 
is fo ealily done with the Alcabejl without great Colt, 
that the molt ordinary Mechanic^ may imitate it, and 
profit by it. J here will come another World, when 
Art will flourifii, and Trailers perilh. Take notice of 
this, for the time is at hand, Elias the Artijl will fijon 
appear, of this Read Paraceljtts in his Book of Vitriol. 
At fuch a time there will be great changes in Europe 
and chiefly in the German Empire, France and Sr/cl- 
htnd. For Elias the - riifl, it may' be, when hccom.cs, 
will bring with him Ionic Military inventions, and 
by his great Power cltablilh the Fifth Monarchy. That 
in thefe times great Changes will be in Europe, is not 
to be doubted, for the Heavens do forctcl it. God 
fend us what is good, there being now nothing of 
.good left, how then is it poifiblc, it fhould remain 
longer in Peace ? 
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What we are to underfhnd by Elias the Artift, and 
what he is to reform in the VVorld at his coming. 

VIZ. 


‘The true Spagyrical Mcdicln of the Ancient Egyptian Philofophcrs, 
which has beenlofl for aboye 1000 Years, and will be refored by him, 
and illujlrated with many new Inventions, by rejecting much unprofi¬ 
table Smut, worl^y and pointing out a nearer and better way to obtain 
good Medicines, with little ^Trouble or Charges • which true Mcdi - 
dicinc he will bring along with him, and declare the fame to the pro- 
flit deceived World . Er an fated out of the High-Dutch. 



Courteous Reader, and embrace that which is good : As likewife, thaC 

I many great changes will happen in divers Kingdoms, 
"towards the end of my laft publilhcd Trea- j and cfpecially in the Roman Empire, where one Po- 
tife concerning the Infernal Goddefs Pro- tentate will overcome the other, and make himfclf 
J'erpina, I took cccafion to mention, that j Mailer of his Dominions. I there alfo fliewed what, 
probably foon after my Death, the long- Paracdfus hath declared concerning Elias Artifla, and 
fince fore-told Elias Artifh would appear, fundamentally confuted the groundless Opinion of 
and bring along with him a great Light, to enlighten feme Perfons concerning the lame in my Fourth Part 
the dark World, enabling them to rejedt the Evil, of the Profperity of Germany, flicwing that that Pro- 
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phecy is not to be underftood according to the Letter, 
and to be meant of (ome great Man in the World, but 
Magically -, for the word Elias by tranfpofition of Let¬ 
ters, makes out Salia , and (b likewife doth the word 
Elifbj , as I have formerly explained thefe words in my 
Trcatife of the Nature of Sain. Elias Artifia therefore 
according to the ftyle of Philofophers, lignifies extra¬ 
ordinary and unknown Salts, by which great and in¬ 
credible things may be performed, and accordingly 
when manifefted, will be the caufe of great changes 
in the World. 

Thcfc Salts were known to the Philofophers of old, 
who yet did not think fit any further to open thcrri- 
felves concerning them, than in declaiing, that the 
Fhilofophers Stone muft be prepared by them. Twr- 
ba Fbilofopbortim (peaking concerning this matter, faith, 
'Ibis our Salt e tier cafes the Kednefs in O, and W'bitenejt in 
D, and further, if God bad not created this Salt it were 
impojftble to ntakje the Elixir . It is probable, that the 
Philofophers who wrote concerning this wonderful 
Salt, had no knowledge of any other, fuppofing that 
this Salt only was proper to extra# and prepare Tin- 
#ures. I muft acknowledge there is no Salt in the 
World, that hath fuch virtue to encreafe and exalt the 
TinCture in common as well as Philofophical 0 and P, 
and that as it were in a moment, as foon as the Mo¬ 
narch of Salts is added to them. Neither doth our 
Salt only exalt, but it alfo joyns the King of Metals 
fo indiffolubly with his Queen, that no Art can fepa- 
rate them. A thing worth our wonder, that a Vola¬ 
tile white Salt (hould have the power to meliorate Q 
and P, and to exalt the fame permanently. For to 
give fome further light to the matter, I declare, that 
this Salt of which the Turba fpeaks, doth fublime 
white, and being dilfolved in Water, gives a white 
Solution : It is white, and continues white both in and 
out of the Fire, and is altogether Volatile, for which 
reafon I have called it my Secret Salt Armoniack but 
as foon as it is join’d with O or D it becomes fix, and 
makes the © and p fixeT than they were before, af¬ 
fording them a kind of plafquam perfection, and in- 
feparable Conjunction. Let none think that this Salt 
of which I here fpeak, is like, or the fame with that, 
which is made of Oyl of Vitriol and Spirit of Urine, 
of which I have treated in the Seventh Part of my 
Tharmacop£a Spaoyrica foT tll S our Sovereign Salt 
has no affinity with that, for as much as that Salt 
makes all things Volatile, and feparates their purer part 
by Sublimation from the grofs faces but this our 
white Salt, though it be unfixt it felf, yet has the 
power to fix unfixt Metals, fi> as to endure the Teft, 
provided always that the virtue of this unfixt Salt, be 
firft fixed by its conjunction with ©and D. For the 
whole fubftance.of this Salt (which the Philofophers 
have called a Bifleop or High Prieft) when ©and » 
as King and Queen are infeparably join’d by it, doth 
not abide with the © and P, but only by its hidden 
TinCture and Virtue, whereby it exalts all colours, the 
unprofitable body of the Salt feparating from them, as 
foon as the Conjunction is made, even as a Prieft, 
when he has join’d two Perlbns in Wedlock goes his 
way, having performed his Office. And indeed this 
infeparable Conjunction of © and 5, may well fce com¬ 
pared with the Conjunction in Marriage performed 
bv a Prieft •, for as when the Prieft has join’d two 
Parties together in Wedlock, they muft infeparably 
continue fo till death ', (o likewife when the Metal- 
lick Copulation of and P is performed by means of 
oir Mctallick High Prieft, confccrated by Jupiter, 
then are their Bodies thence forward infcperable } the 


Water finds no ingrefs into them, the Air cannot 
pierce them, and Earth much lefs, .yea, the ftrongeft 
of all Elements, the Fire hath no power over them, 
but, like a Married Couple, abide together in all con¬ 
trariety and adverlity, and according to their Kind do 
multiply in infinitum, being fupported with due Food 
and Nouriftiment i for we know, that except we b4 
refreftied and ftrengthened with Meat and Drink, we 
can neither live nor multiply i the multiplying virtue 
in many and all Creatures proceeding from the Nou- 
rithmenr they take in. And the fame we are to un¬ 
derhand alfo concerning the Mctallick Multipli¬ 
cation, for when ©and P are permanently conjoined," 
by means of the Metallick High Prieft, this alone is 
not fufficient in order to their multiplication, but they 
moreover muft be fupported with convenient Meat 
aud Drink. And as Man at his firft coming into the 
World is nourifh’d with his Mothers Milk, in like 
manner the Philofophers do feed their © and P with 
their Mothers Milk, that is, with their firft Eflence, 
from whence they deriv’d their Original. Now we 
know that in contemptible Antimony, the firft E«/of ©,' 
is copioufly to be found, and may with eafe be dtawn 
thence, in the appearance of Milk, with which ©and 
P are to be nouriffied in order to their Multiplication 
and Increafe. The Nouriftiment then wherewith our 
conjoined 0 and 1) are to be refreftied, and difpofed to 
a Multiplication in infinitum, is our Lac Virginis , Vir¬ 
gin Milk and Mercurial Water, which ftrengthens andf 
increafcth the Procreative Seed in O and P both in 
quantity and quality. Wherefore alfo this feeding or 
inceration has always been recommended by the Phi¬ 
lofophers, as a moil neceflary thing, whereby, as it 
were, a new life, and multiplying virtue is commu¬ 
nicated to the infeparably united © and p. 

Furthermore we are to know, ^hat after common 
© and p by means of the Salt of Art, are infeparably 
conjoined and exalted in their colours; yet nothing 
can be performed with them, becaufe they want an 
ingrefs into other Metals, which they have loft by their 
Conjunction, which therefore muft be reftored tothera 
by means of out mercurial Water, which not only com¬ 
municates Ingrefs, but alfo eafie Fluxibility and Mul¬ 
tiplication to the deftroyed Bodies of © and p. For 
when our $ Water is fixed in Conjunction with the 
fixt © and P, then it is no longer a Volatile 0, but is 
changed by the exalted o and p to a fixt TinCture. 
This done, if we would multiply this TinCture, we 
I muft add to it fome of our Mercurial Water, and fix 
them together as before, which Multiplication we may 
repeat as oft as we pleafe. For when once ©and P are 
made irreducible and more than perfect, by means of 
our Salt of Art, wc need never after to begin our 
W'ork a-new, but only mingle the fixt with the volatile 
in order to their Fixation feeing that our Mercurial 
Water is in its inlide better than 0, for which reafon 
alfo it turns the © and P when fixed with them into 
mere Tincture. Let no Man wonder why in this O- 
peration we join © and P together, and not rather 
make ufe of © alone, forafmuch as this P hath no co¬ 
lour at all outwardly, though in its infide it be higher 
of colour than G it felf, both which Metals neverthe-^ 
lefs, except their colours be exalted by the Silt of 
Art, and Inceration, without our Mercurial Water can 
never be changed into a true TinCture, becaufe © and 
i) have no mere TinCtures than is fufficient for them- 
ftlves, but being exalted by the tinging Salt of Art, 
they are capable of colouring white Metals, but not 
before. Indeed 0 alone without the addition of P 
may be exalted by our Salt of Art, and Mercurial Wa- 
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ter into a Red Tincture. In like manner alio may }) 
alone be exalted in its whitenefs by our Salt of Art. 
and one part of which exalted tingeth many 
parts of S’ into good and fixt l\ for our y wherewith 
we incerate and multiply, may be fixed info a Red or 
White Tinfture, according to the ferment we jo- n 
with it, with 0 it makes a red, and with i) a white 
Tintflurc. However the beft way is to put C- and ]) 
together indue weight and proportion, exalting them 
with the Salt of *Art, by which means the whitenefs 
in )) when join’d with ©, becomes changed into Rcd- 
nefs, of which mine Ryes are \\ itnefs. Of this Ex¬ 
altation of O into a high purple colour, and of D in¬ 
to the highell whitenefs, I gave an Ocular Demon 
flration to fome of my Friends, before my Sicknefs, 
but none of them have fince undertaken the Work, 
and my fclf by Sicknefs have been hindered hitherto. 

Ovid excellently deferibes the preparation of this 
Tincture * where he tells us, that Jupiter, having 
chang’d himfelf into a Golden Rain, tell through the 
Tiles into the Lap of Danac , (fhut up by her Father 
Acrifius King of the Arrives in a ftrong Tower) and 
got her with Child, of whom afterwards Ferfeus was 
born, who in procefs of time being mounted on the 
Winged Horfe Pegafiu, killed the Sea-Monfrer, deli¬ 
vering the fair Andromeda , whom he took to Wife*} 
and afterwards vanquifhed the Gordons, and made 
himfelf Walter of the GoIdemfruit-bearing-Orchard. 
In which Fable the whole Work is clearly and punctu¬ 
ally deferibed, but the reafon why it is fo little under- 
flood, is, bccaufe fo few makes it their bufinefs toccn- 
fider thereof, or put their hands to the Work. For 
attentively confidering the matter, we find that the 
King of the Argives , in the fenfeof the Philofophers, 
is our Black Lead, whence we prepare our Snow- 
white Virgin Milk^ or Mercurial Water, which is the 
Beautiful Vanae^ that becomes inpregnate by Jupiter?$ 
Golden Rain. Arcbivum fignifies a Treafury of fecret 
and important Records-, and no Subjects contains more 
fccrets* than doth our Black Magnefia. What is more 
lovely to behold than Jupiter's Golden Rain, whereby 
the fair 7 Danae becomes impregnate ? And from whence 
does this Rain proceed, but from our Salt of Art, 
without which it were impoflible for ll to change the 
O into fuch a deflrable Rain ? What is the Ecautiful 
Andromeda elfe, but Diana the Confort of Apollo, who 
is expofed to the Sea-Monfter to be devoured, and is 
delivered by Perfem . And, in a word, the whole 
Work of preparing a Tin&ure from the forefaid Sub¬ 
jects is fo clearly fet down by Ovid, as it could not 
well be fet down more clearly > and yet how little is it 
underftood, by reafon of the general Stupidity and 
inadvertency of the Readers. 1 have here difeovered 
all the ingredients belonging to this Tindure, fo' as 
nothing remains, except putting hand to the Work, 
and begging God's Blefiing upon it: For no good 
thing was ever the effed of idlenefs : But Praying* 
Seeking, and unwearied Labour* are the Well-Springs 
of all ufeful Arts. 

And herewith I flaall conclude the ufe of the Salt 
of Art, in preparing the univerfal Tindure upon all 
Metals, tranfmuting the fame into 0and P. 1 fuppofe it 
hath been fufficiently made out, that the foretold Lit¬ 
as Arti\\a is nothing elfe, but this our Salt of Art, 
whereby the Rednefs in 0, and Whitenefs in b are 
exalted into Tindure. Wherefore alfo this Salt, by 
thofe who know its ufe, has been called the Monarch 
of Salts : For every Species of things hath its Mo¬ 
narch, excelling all the refi of the fame kind } upon 
which account, Parjcelfus, who in his Lifc-tlmc hid 


no: his Peer ob a in ’d the Title of Philofophers, Phy- 
I licians and Monarch of Chymifts. forafmuch therefore* 
as our Salt of Arc hath not its like in the World, tor 
working \\ onders in Alcbimy , it may well be call'd rhe 
King of Salts : Tho’ indeed there be one only Sa!: 
which excels him, as tar as hlias excclPd his Sa¬ 
vant Elifbi : For as Elias went up to Heaven in a 
fiery Chariot, leaving his Mantle to Ehlba, fo this 
Salt may more properly be compared to Eliflu than 
Elias, bccaufe Llijha /laid here beneath, and did not 
afeend to Heaven, as Lilas did. Now the Chymifls 
generally prefer that, which afeends by the force of 
the Fire, before that which flays behind, tho’ this Rule 
be nor without Exceptions i tor that which remains 
is not always to be rejected, becaufe fometimes much 
good lies hid in it : As we may perceive in Litas his 
Afcenfion to Heaven, who left Ins Mantle behind, 
which was not without Virtue, as appeared when 
Llijha with it divided the River Jordan , going over 
dry-fliod. The Chymifts commonly call chat which 
remains after Diflillation, or Sublimation, Caput Mur- 
tm:m, but without good ground, bccaufe in that which 
flays behind, often a great vivifying Virtue lies hid. 
This wc may gather from the Virtue (as has been 
faid ) remaining in the Mantle of Elias , and in the 
dead bones of El if) a, which as foon as it touch’d the 
dead Body, raifed it again to Life: If Elias his Mantle 
had been a dead thing, Elijba could never have di¬ 
vided Jordan therewith, nor could Llfha s bones have 
raifed the dead to Life, if they had been dead and 
without Power. Confider well what I have faid, and 
you will find more in it, than I dare more plainly de¬ 
clare* remembring always', that Jordan is nothing elfe, 
but Our 5 Water. 

Concerning the Salt of Art . 

Having already heard, how by means of the fixa¬ 
tive Sah of Art, common © and £) may be prepared 
into a Tindure, for the cure of Men and Metals *, * 
now remains to be declared, how, by means of the 
Volatilizing Salt of Art, mofl excellent Medicines may 
with eafe, and frail Charges, in a very (hort time be 
prepared, out of all Vegetables, Animals and Mine¬ 
rals. W r e are here to take Notice* as has been alrea¬ 
dy hinted, that the Property of our Salt of Art, is, 
to make the volatile Metallic!^ Subjeds fixt } of which 
fixative Property, notwithftanding it may in a fevv 
hours* eafily and without Charges be devefled, and 
a Power of Volatilizing all things introduced into it. in- 
ftcad thereof, by which, incredible th ngs may then 
be performed, both in Phyfick and Alchimy. Of which 
Wonder-working Salt, the prefent World knows no¬ 
thing at all, and probably nothing will be known of 
it, till God fhall permit it to be revealed by Elias the 
Artilf . What I know of it, I am willing to commu¬ 
nicate for common Good, not doubting, but that 
God in his due time by means of Good men will re¬ 
veal the refi. To volatize this fixative Salt of Art, 
is an C3fie thing to theWife* but to the Ignorant al¬ 
together incredible •, though it be no difficult thing to 
me, to make it credible and apparent, which if thou 
wouldelt do like wife, proceed thus: Pour upon ourbVf 
of Art, in due proportion good Spirit of Wine, which 
draw off by Difiillation, and you will have a won¬ 
derful Spirit, of great Virtue *, but you will find \cur 
Salt of Art fo weakened, as it cannot be ufed again : 
Bin the Spirit of Wine, impregnated with the Virtue 
of the Salt, performs Wonders, that were never yet 
nude known to the Wodd.of which wc (hall hear more 
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hereafter. For (lie Spirit of Wine in this abllraftion 
hath its Virtue multiplied ten fold, fo as it not only 
cxtrafts the EflenceoJ Vegetables, Animals and Mine¬ 
rals, both eafily and fuddenly, carrying them over 
the Helm y but alfo extracts the Tindhtres from P and 
5), and all precious and common Stones, and brings 
them over. Of which Extraftion arid Separation ot 
the tinging Soul from fixt and unfixt Bodies, no I hi o- 
fopher hitherto hath divu'ged any thing. Let us now 
take a view of the great Secrets, which may be ob- 
tained by means of our Alcolized Spirit ot V\ ine. •* 
rarelfm had an Alcolizcd Spirit of Wine, wmch he 
called Alcohol with which he did great things y 
but it is not likely, that his Alcohol tint was of the 
fame Virtue, as mine here deferibed ', for it fo, it 
could not have been fo long concealed. However it 
be, we cannot deny F jfjcelJttt the Title of Monarch 
of Phyficians and Alchymifts, though he may have 
been ignorant of onr Salt of Arr, with which our 
Alcohol vini is prepared , for no Body knows all 
things i and God bellows his Gifts, as belt pleafctb 
him. 

But to our return to our Alcohol and the man¬ 
ner of ufing it. Firtf we are to take Notice, that as 
for Vegetables and Animals, they arc to be reduced 
to Powder, if they be dry, but if frefli, they need 
only to be a little bruited or cbopt, and then pour up¬ 
on them our Alcohol vhii y if the Subje&s be dry, we 
may digeft a while before abftradlion, but in Cafe they 
be moilt, we may dillil the Spirit immediately, which 
carries over with it all the Virtue of the faid Ve¬ 
getables and Animals, together with the Talle and 
Smell, and poured upon Flowers, and dibbl'd, fomc- 
times brings over their Colours alfo, which hitherto 
hath been looked upon as very difficult, if not impof- 
liblc. But before we make ufe of it upon Minerals, 
we mud prepare them, for our Alcohol vini is not 
drong enough to lav hold on hard Minerals, and coin- 
pad Metals, fo as to extrad their Eflences, and there¬ 
fore they muff be fird opened with Waters, that are 
not Corrofive, and afterwards be digeded with our 
Alcohol vim and then diddled *, which being perfor¬ 
med in this Order, the Alcohol will carry their Klien¬ 
ees with it over the Helm. This is the true Prepa¬ 
ration of Vegetables, Animals and Minerals, in order 
to the extracting of your Effcnces, by means of our 
Alcohol vini. But here wc mud obferve, that this 
Preparation of fixt Metals, by opening of their Bodies, 
mud be done with rixt Liquors, and not Volatile-, for 
if ihe diflblvent were Volatile, it would come over in 
Didillation with the Spirit of Wine, and fpoil all i 
becaufe alter Didillation, the Spirit of Wine muff be 
ftparated from the Effcnce it hath brought over with 
it \ now if the difl'olvent, by being Volatile, diould 
come over the Helm, it would remain with the Me¬ 
dicine, and confcquentlv fpoil if. We are therefore 
to remember, that this dilfolvcnt mud be Fircy, not 
Corrofive, without any Smell or bad Tade : The 
difTolvent being as ncceffary to our Work, as is the 
Spirit of Wine it ft If : Wherefore he who intends to 
plant good Fruir, in this Gold-bearing Orchard, mud 
be provided with both theft* Kcvs , viz. with a 
Mwfirtfum, not Conofivc, to diffolve Metals and 
Minerals, and with a well prepared Alcolizcd Spirit 
of Wine, without which, he cannot obtain the Tin* 
dure of Metals. 

Hiving ibus fpoken of the foregoing Preparation 
of VegetabKs, Animals and Minerals, in general ; I 
(lull now proceed to (hew in particular, how out ot 
them molt fur palling, and excellent Medicines tnay be 
prepared. 


And firft to begin with Vegetables *, their EfTencc's 
are to be diflilled in Balneo^ w ith a moderate heat, 
changing the Recipient when it is needful : For that 
which comes over, Hrit is of another Nature, than that 
which diftils next, and that again differs from that 
which comes lall. There are fume Vegetables, that 
firft give their beft part, and the worft lad, whereas 
in others, the worfl comes lirfl, and the heft ftays till 
the laft. For the refi, it is ealily apprehended, that 
the Virtue of Flowers and Hcrbs^ efpecially when 
green and tender, doth more eafily yield to Diflilla- 
tion, and come over fooner than the Effcnce of 
hard Wood, which is more elofely flint up in its Bo¬ 
dy. He that proceeds aright in this Work, will meet 
with great delight and Satisfaction, and blefs Cod for 
the Communication of this Light. For our Alcolizcd 
Spirit ot Wine brings over Vegetable Eifences, of a 
moft fragrant Odour, which common Spirit of Wine 
can never do : We may indeed extract Vegetables, 
and Minerals with common Spirit ot Wine, but can¬ 
not carry the faid extracted Effences over the Helm : 
Which extracts made with common Spirit of Wine, 
arc not to be compared with thofe, which our Alcohol 
vini brings over with it, differing as much as the fhell 
from the kernel. For our Effcnces, as foon as they 
are taken into the Body, penetrate it throughout, paf- 
iing every whereto find out their Enemies, and when 
found Attack,and put them to flight,which grofs Medi¬ 
cines cannot perform. The like Virtue is alfo in thofe 
5 Salts , Tinduresor Souls of Metals, that come over 
in the flame of the diflilled Spirit of Wine, which al¬ 
fo penetrate the Body throughout, chafing their Ene¬ 
mies before them* and the Tindurcs of Stones in the 
fame manner prepared do the like. Which we 
mufl not fo underfland> as if the Alcolized Spirit of 
Wine were to be taken into tire Body, together with 
theTindurc, for indeed it mufl be feparated from ir. 
As for infiance, when I have brought over the Quint- 
effcnce of Flints or Cry Teals, with our Alcohol 'vini, 
and have a mind to make ufe of it againfl the Stone 
in the Bladder or Kidneys, or Stones that are grown 
in the joynts, I mufl not exhibit this Effence, as it is 
mixed with the Spirit of Wine, for if fo, the good 
eflld, that might be looked for from the Eifence, 
would be fpoiled by die great heat of the Spirit of 
Wine, which is the rcafon the fame mufl be fepara¬ 
ted from the Effcnce, before it can be given inward¬ 
ly. Now this Separation cannot be done by Diflilla- 
tion, becaufe both would come over together. Nei¬ 
ther can theTindure, or Effcnce of the Stone, be fe- 
parated from the Spirit of Wine, by Precipitation. 
What is to be done therefore in this Cafe ? The only 
way to attain our defire is, to kindle the burning Spi¬ 
rit, and let it flame away under a large and capacious 
Helm or Head,made for that purpofe *, by which means 
the Spirit of Wine is con fumed in the flame, and the 
incombuflible Effcnce of Cnflal remains in form of 
a fvveet and plcafant OyL We are alfo to note, that 
in this burning away ot the Spirit of Wine, the Sul¬ 
phur of Wine only is confumed, and the incombufli- 
ble § of Wine, being condcnfed in the Head, falls in* 
to the Receiver, in the appearance of a fweet Water. 

[ fee more of this inf minent in the Sixth Part of Phar . 
Spaftyrf\ 

N. B . We are to obferve, that the mofl highly re¬ 
ctified Spirit of Wine, is much about half water,’ 
which water afeends with the flame, and is caught in 
the Recipient. Yet is not this V any common v, 
but indeed a powerful v of Life, efpecially when 
the Spirit of Wine hath been redified from Aroma- 
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rical, or Medicinal Subjects, but even without this, 
it is of very good ufe, becaufe the incon.bultible c < t 
Wine Fes hid in it, and may be feparated from it, by 
flbfhacling the Paid v in a very gentle vaporous Bath, 
which done, the V of Wine frays behind, in the form 
of a white lovely Salt, full of heavenly Powers and 
Virtues : For which caufe this Suit or t of Wine, 
hath been always termed by the Philofophcis, Hea¬ 
venly Suit. 

It is likewife to be noted, that after the y is ab- 
firaded from tlie Spirit of Wine, the Paid y is not 
devoid of all Virtue, as invilibly containing Pome part 
of the forefaid Heavenly Salt, cfpccially if the Spirit 
of Wine in its Rectification, hath been impregnated 
with Spices, or other good Subjcds: For according to 
the different impregnation of the Spirit ot Wine, the 
Heavenly S.j//, or _ of Wine, will be qnorc or lefs 
powerful. Thus wc have feen in what manner the 
Effcnccs of Flints and Chryftals are to be prepared, 
witn the help of our Alcohol vini. 

When this Spirit of Wine CryHallized is kindled 
and burnt away under a large Head, the great elf part 
of *hc Effcncc of O remains behind, in the form 
ot a pETa. r ck liquor, which is the mod Sovc 
reign Medu ne agar ft all Di Fifes proceeding from 
Ijnjfy z >., in the El ad dor, Kidneys and other 

parts of *hc Bo 4 which it diffolves, and carries off 
But the n : pure part of the Cryftak mounts with 
the flame into the Helm, in form ot a clear W ater, 
which when abfiraded in a vaporous Barn the ^ of 
Cryftals fiays behind, in form of a lovely white Sj//, 
which is of far greater power in the Stone^ Gout, and 
like Difeafcs, than the fixt Oyl or Liquor, which re¬ 
mains in the VcffJ after the Spirit of Wine is burnt 
away. In like manner, wc may proceed with ether 
Stones. Yet we are to underhand, that all Scones 
have not the fame Nature or Property : Thus we 
find fcveral forts of CryfiaU viz. fomc White, Tranf- 
parent and clear, others White, but Opal^e and dark, 
alfo Green, Blew, Yellow, Red, and Black Cryfials, 
all which by the help of Salts % are melted into 
Glafs of feveral Colours. Amongft thefe Cryftalsare 
alfo reckoned. Flints, Pebbles, Gravel and Sand, 
which likewife fuffer thcmfclves with SAts to be mel¬ 
ted into Glafs. All thefe forementtoned Stones, may 
with Alkjlicl^ Salts be melted, and alrerwards by Ve- 
liqtthtm be rcfolvcd into a Liqucr, concern.ng which 
Liquors, I have treated at large in the Second Part of 
my Furnaces. 

Thife Stones that fuffer thcmfclves to be melted, 
with the Addition of Alk^Aies^ may alfo., with Lead- 
allies, be reduced to tranfparcnt Glafs. \\ hercas pre*- 
cions Stones, ziz. Diamonds , Rubies, Sapbirs, Ja¬ 
cinths, Granates, &c . are of a quite different Nature, 
which neither by Alkalies , nor Lead , can be run 
down into Glafs : Wherefore alfo none have been 
found hitherto, that have been able from them to pre¬ 
pare any good Medicine, as not yielding to the mod 
Corrolive Waters whatfoever. 

N.B. And though indeed, I know a way to dif 
folve them without any Corrofivc, yet do nor I think it 
proper,toCommunicarc the fame in this publick manner. 

There is another fort of Stoned, which are com¬ 
monly found in Rich and fat Earth, and famerimes 
aifo in Rivers or Brooks, fuch as Lrpir JudjLitj^ 
LynAs and others, which being not very hard, rr.ay 
be diffolvcd in good Spirit of Sale, which c < lutions 
are by fome of our comnon Ch\nn\ls uFd againfi 
the Scone, but without any good Succcfs, for-Touch 
as the Body uf che Stone is not at all mclicrttr.d b; 


l)cirg diffolvcd in Spirit of Fair, but r j£ her irnle 
u'clc) bccaufc by ti is mcin-i, there is n ■> 
tir;i of r!ie pure from the impure. Ei.t if'r y M,n 
will ra!:c the p airs to reduce tin fu Sro. c« into Fftln- 
ecs, in ti e way before fpecilied. he will fi d t !.tni 
tonch n. ore available in all fuitsof lartarosn Diftem- 
P CI 

There are alfo feveral kinds of Lime- Here, which 
cannot be melted with Addition of Alkjhes , or ilie 
Aflies ot Lead, hut by a ftror.g Fire arc burnt into 
Lime. Amongft which Lime, Stones, we may reckon 
the Ludt's of l an Hrlmont , which like other Lime- 
floncs, may be fublimcd with our drone, X, and aitcr- 
wards reduced into a Liquor, of which 1 have trea¬ 
ted elfewhere, and particularly in the Seventh Part of 
my Tbannacopxa Spjgyrica. Our of thefe Stones, after 
they have been firft burnt into Lime, a moll excel¬ 
lent Medicine may be prepared againft all kinds of 
the Gout : luiftl Vjlentme afTuring us, that he with 
E/Tence of quick Lime, cured the Chancellor of the 
Empcrour ot Germany of the Gout : \\ hich we may 
the rather believe, becaufe Eafil Valentins knew the 
way of feparating the t? from the Spirit of Wine, by 
enkindling it s and hath alfo dcfcribcd an infirumcnc 
of Copper, for performing that Operation : And 
knowing ail this, he could not he unacquainted, that 
the Effcncc of Quick-lime, being united with Spiric 
of Wine, and afterwards mclioiated, and potrihed 
by burning it away, was f. parable from if., which 
he having reduced to Pradice, obtained this excel¬ 
lent Medicine for curing of the Gout. 

We are further to know, that there be other, and 
bcttcrStor.es, to prepare an univerfd Medicineagainft 
the Gout and Stone, by means of our s.Labol vini 
after they have been fir ft burnt into Lime, viz. Oy- 
ller (hells, which, being burnt afford a Lime that is 
very Cauflick ; and of alike Nature are :|| Sea-pro- 
dudions, viz. the Stones that ate found in Spungcs 
all forts of Coral, Pearl, and Mother of Pearl, all 
which may be reduced by Fire, into a*Limc of great 
and excellent ufe. 

But above all other Stones, I efteem thole that are 
iound in Eeafts, Etrds, Fifties or Man, which being 
re uced into a Calx, and their EflTences extraded with 
our Alcohol Vini , may then be brought into a pleafant 
Liquor of great life. 

Amongfl Fifties, the beft Stones are found in Had¬ 
docks and Whitings, Crabs Eyes alfo are very good, 
but mull be calcined before they can be of any good 
ufe in I hyfick ; for without that,they are more proper 
to generate the Stone, than to expel it. 

Having thus decfarcdjiow, from fome Stones, good 

comments may be prepared againft the Gout and 
Stone both of the Bladder and Kidney *, we willnexc 
flicvv, what kind of Stones arc proper to be extracted 
win our Alcohol Vini , in order to the obtaining of 
true Tinftures for Men and Metals. For all Stones 
that have good fixt colours, are not therefore fit to 
have their Tindlurcs extraded s becaufe fome of the 
Precious Stones are too coflly, though we frould on¬ 
ly .make ufe of their Fragments. Some will not fub- 
mit to any Operation, viz. Granates, Saphires, Rtw 
Ls, Jacinths, Emrajds, Ttirkoifes, &c. though they 
abound with much fixtTindurc^ whereas all rhofia 
Stones which are high of colour, and fuffer then fclvcs 
to. be diffolvcd, are proper for this work, becaufe 
without preceding Solution, it is impoffble to extract 
the Timfture from hard and compadl Bodies : Where¬ 
fore we i nu ft make choice of Stones that are fallible* 
end abound with fixt Tinflure, viz. Green and Red 
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Jafper Stones, Lapis Lazuli, and the Black A lagnefia 
which contain abundance of Solar Tincture. All 
Stones likewife that are high coloured, and break 
fmooth like Glafs, whether found on Mountains or in 
Erooks, are good for this purpofe. 

It was becaufeoflhisSolar Tir.dure abounding in the 
Jafper Stone, that the Ancients preferred it before O, 
as containing a moft high and excellent Tinfture. A 
very rich Tinflure may alfo be extracted from the 
Lapis Lazuli and from the Black Magnefia, (which 
is not coftly ) a richer. Let us therefore take this de- 
fpifed Stone in hand, and fee how ealily its Tinfture, 
by means of our Alcohol Vial may be extracted, and 
what ufes it ferves for, as well in Phyfickas Alchimy. 


The PROCESS. 


o N E pound or two of black and ponderous 


into the Stones, yet bccaufc of the great heat will rot 
long continue there, but afeend and carry over the Me¬ 
talline Spirit with it \ which done, pour upon them 
another fpoonful of Spirit, which when come over, 
pour on another, repeating this as oft as (hall be need¬ 
ful. Alter that the Marcaiitcs or Metalline Stones are 
grown cold, they mull be made red hot again, and 
proceeded with as before, till a fufhetent quantity of 
the Metallick Spirit be obtained. Then burn away the 
Spirit of Wine, and there will remain a glorious Ef- 
fence of Metals, which thou mayeft make ufeof, ac¬ 
cording to thy beft knowledge. One thing I Can affure 
thee, that this is the eafteft way ro obtain Metallick 
Spirits in quantity. And though the Procefs appears 
plain and limple, yet more may be difeovered and 
attained thereby than many would imagine. I know 
what I write, though it may be every Man will fcarcely 
underhand me \ which is very fitting, to the end 
thefc great Arcana may not be proftituted to the Un¬ 
worthy. He, who cannot make Metallick Spirits ac¬ 
cording to this way, may difTolve the Metals them- 
felvcs in proper Diffolvents, pour Spirit of Wine upon 
them, and diftil their EfTences, which he may then 


_ A lagnefia, pulverize the fame, and difTolve it 

in our llniverfal Stone- Water, wherewith all hard make ufe of, as his underltanding fhall guide him 
Stones may be difiolved, and thou wilt have a Solu- I have already declared, that Metallick Spirits, when 
tion of a Grafs-green-colour, filter it, and in cafe thou pour’d together, do Meliorate one another. I (hall 
haft proceeded aright, the undifTolved faces will be of add no more at prefent, having already declared too 


fmall quantity 

Now is thy Solution ready to have our Alcohol Vim 
pour’d upon it, in order to the extracting of its Tin¬ 
cture, and carrying it over the Helm. 

N. B. That notwiihftanding the Solution be at 
firftof a green colour, yet the Spirit of Wine in Di- 
itillation comes over yellow as Sol. And when the 
Spirit of Wine is kindled under a large head, the pure 
JUercury of the Maonefa afeends with the flume, 
which is of great ufe in Phylick > and a Blood-red 
Liquor ftays behind, being not only a Tindture for 


much to the Unworthy, and for thofe that fear God, 
they will be further affifted from above, and led to 
the defired end. 

In like manner may the EfTences of all common 
Stones, Pebbles, Metalline Stones, coloured Earths, &c. 
be extracted without any foregoing preparations for 
which God be praifed for evermore. Amen. 

In the fame way we can obtain the EfTences of 
many other Mineral Subjefls, without any preceding 
preparation, efpecially of fuch as are Volatile, viz. 
Kobolt, Arfenick, Orpiment, Bifmuth, Zink, Lapis 


he Bodies of Men and Metals, but alfo by means of CalaminarU , and the like Realgars, from which we may 


the fame inay«Cn fials be tinged with feveral fair co- 
loins, fo as to refemble Precious Stones in all things, 
except hardnefs. I dare not fet down here the man¬ 
ner of applying this Tinfiure to white Metals, he to 
whom God vouchfafis this Tindlure, will eafily find 
out the ufe of it. 

As to the Phyfical ufe, this Tindhirc opens Obftru- 
dfions of the Liver, Spleen and Lungs: The white 
Mercury come over with the Flame is an excellent Me¬ 
dicine, firengthening the Heart, Stomach, Head and 
Reins, and a great Remedy againft the Gout. In a 
word, he that is Mafter of this Tin&ure will find mueli 
more in it than I have here hinted. 

In like manner, as hath been faid of the Magnefja , 
we may proceed with other Stones, to extradi their 
Tindhires, all w’hich have different properties, ac¬ 
cording to the nature of the Stones from whence they 
are prepared. 

We proceed now to (hew, how by means of our AL 
cchol Vim the Tinctures or EfTences of Minerals and 
Metals, without any preceding Solution, or other pre¬ 
paration, may be eafily brought over. The way is 
thus : 

E>. What quantity you pleafe of any Sulphurous 
Marea (he, whether of Y, V, T?, D or O, make 
them red-hot in a Crucible in a Wind Furnace, and 
then pur them red hot as they are, into my fccond Di- 
fiilling Furnace, fitting a large Pvecipient thereto, and 
pour upon them to the quantity of about an Ounce of 
our /tlcohjl Vh:i t doling tlie Furnace again immedi¬ 
ately > by this means the Spirit of \\ ine will enter 


diflil very poifonous, but withal admirable, Spirits, in 
order to the Melioration of Metals. We may alfo 
take the fame courfe with compact Metals themfclves, 
and diftil their Spirits without any foregoing Solution, 
viz. we mult file them fmall, make them red-hot, and 
put them into the Diftillatory, and then proceed as 
before hath been faid with the Marcafites, and the 
Metalline Spirit will come over with its natural fmell, 
tafte and colour, in which Spirits great wonders lie 
hid, but arc of greateft ufe in Meliorating of Metals. 
Read what Paraceljus writes to this purpofe in his Book 
called Vexatio Alchymiftarwn, where you 5 l meet with 
what will fatisfie you in this matter. Confider well 
of what I have faid, and thou wilt find more than I 
dare fet down ', for it is no fmall or common thing to 
obtain the pure Souls of Compact Metals, without any 
foregoing Solution of their Bodies. 

N. B . Thofe Metals which arc molten with Mine¬ 
rals, being filed, and proceeding with them as afore- 
faid, aPoid a Spirit higher in colour, and of a ftrongcr 
fmell than fimpie Metals. Take an inllancefrom Brafs, 
of which if you lay a piece upon a red-het Coal, it 
will fend forth a bad ftench, or put Coals into a Piafs 
Chafing-Difli, and yotFl perceive the fames which 
bad fmell proceeds from the Lapis Calamhuir'vs which 
is joyned v\ ith the Copper, the faid Lapis Calaminarif 
being a volatile and llinking Mineral. So likewife 
when V is made white by the addition of Arfenick, 
it ftinks much worfe than when it is joined with Lapis 
Calaminaris , as being much more poifonful. This 
ftinkirg fume which proceeds from Brafs, though it 
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be a Spirit, yet is not without a Body, and may be 
called a fpirictial Body, or Bodily Spirit lhcfe fumes 
are iuirtfui to the Brain and Heart s and ihcrclt.ro a 
wife Man endeavours to catch this Volatile Spirit, and 
to rum it to a due rixt Tindhirc, fixing white Metals 
into a permanent Yellow s as the iiinking fume of 
White r, made fo by Arfeni /;, may be reduced to a 
Tindhirc, which wid tinge Red X into White. 

1 have faiJ enough here, he that hath cars to hear, 
let him hear. He, who defircs to know more con* 
cerning thofe Odours, may read Bracef us , 

where he will rind, that from them ihe Philofophers 
Stone, or highelt Medicine againd all Didads of Men, 
and Metals maj be prepared : Of which, eilewhere I 
may have occafion to treat further. 

Ir remains now to difeover, in what manner the Me¬ 
dicinal tinging Spirits, or Souls of Scones, are to be 
extracted, wherewith grear Honour 3nd Riches may 
be obtained in the Practice of Ph'fick. The Procefs 
is the very fame, as with the Alarcafncs \ for when 
white Pebbles and Chryllals, or coloured Stones, as 
Jjfpcr Stones, Lapis Lazuli and the like, being fir ft 
made red hot, have our Alcohol Vini poured upon 
them in a convenient Didillatory, the Spirit of Wine 
carries over their feveral Colours, which Tinctures are 
of gieat ufe in Phylick. In this way, we may get a 
Spirit from Lime Hones, which is moft fubtil, and 
itrong of any other whaefoever. 

As for Corals and Pearls, they are not to be made 
red hot ( becaufe their Virtue is defrroyed by drong 
Fire) but 'only heated, and pour Spirit of Wine up¬ 
on them, by which means the Spirit of Wine will bring 
over the Effence of Corals of a curious red Colour, 
and that of Pearls white as Milk. 

The Stones that are found .in Fifties, Crabs eyes, fo 
called, need only to be pulverised, without hearing 
them , arid in abdradting the Spirit of Wine from 
them, we obtain all their Virtues > which Spirit of 
Wine beingaderwards feparated there from, as I have 
taughr,or according to my new invention burnt away, 
we (hall get the true Magidcry of thefe Scones , be¬ 
ing apleafant S.//f, full of Virtues, and without any 
thing of Corroiivcnefs. This Salt is the true Magi- 
fiery of thefe fifh-dones. The like true Magideries 
may, without the affiftance of any Corrolive, be pre¬ 
pared of Coral, Pearls, Mother of Pearl, Cockle- 
fhells, and the Egg-fhelis of fome particular Eirds, as 
alfo of foft Stones, fuch as Lapis Lynns , Jtidalctis , 
&-c. Let no Body think drange, rhar I make menti¬ 
on here of Egg-fhells, amongli the red*, feeing it is 
certain, that they have their Original from Stones, 
as Experience teacheth us, for when Hens are cooped 
up in the Winter time, in places where they cannot 
meet with Sand,or fmall Stones, they lay Eggs with¬ 
out fbells. Wherefore Egg fhells are not to be con¬ 
temned, for when according to my lnilrudiions they are 
reduc’d to Magideries, they are of great ufe in curing 
the Stone and Gout : And are u(cd with extraordi¬ 
nary Succcfs, to hallen the Birth in Women, Urengch- 
ning both Mother and Child, and helping to expel the 
After-Birth. 

Swallows Egg-fhell'S mav cafily be had, forafmuch 
as after they have hatch’d their \oung, they caft them 
out of their Nells, and afford an excellent Medicine 
againd the Falling Siekncfe. The Egg-(hells of the 
\\ ag-tail would be yet more cffedlual to this purpofe, 
if they could begot, for no Bird is fubjedt to the Fal¬ 
ling Sicknefs, but it: For being caught, and tunning 
about with other Birds in the Winter, it’s ofr feiz u 
with the Falling Sicknefs, his Feet dagger, Iris Head 
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and Tail tremble, and at lad fails on his Back, but 
j ontiriues not fo long, for riling again, he plucks out 
0,1 e °( his Feathers, and thereupon immediately re- 
Ct ms ) and runs about, eats and diinks as before: Of 
whofc Feathers, lincc their Egg-fhclls are not ro be 

got, a MagilLry may be prepared againd that Diftcm- 
per. 

Tney who know, that great Virtues are contained 
even in natural fupcrfluirics, will not wonder at my 
treating hereof Egg-fhcHs and Feathers. Some great 
Philofophers have fa down the way tf making the 
Philofophers Stone of them •, air.ongd the red, a cer¬ 
tain Author, writing concerning Mans hair and Egg- 
fhells, concludes thus : 7 bough theft matters may Jit ns 
to be very Jt range and abfurd^yet rvbo is there that ktiotvs 
ah things , ecc ? 

other Subjects might be hinted, from whence 
Magideries may be prepared, but I think it needlefs, 
he who fets upon the work will ealily rind many more, 
than lhave mentioned. I fhall only, by the way, take 
notice, that the common Magifteriesof the Apothecaries 
Shops, are no Magideries, but mere dead, unprofita¬ 
ble Powders. 

V\ e now proceed to the Preparation of Vegetables 
and Animals, which being of different Natures, mud 
alfo differently be prepared. As for Inffance, Opium 
(which is a tough Juice, and cannot be. pulverized ) 
mull be cut in thin llices, and laid on a Tin Plate be¬ 
fore the Fire, or any ocher convenient way, to be 
dried, and then powdred ^ which done, we muff pour 
upon it fome of our Alcohol of Wine , and after a 
fhort digeflion diflil it, by which means we (hall get 
it’s moil fubtil Effence j and, if afterwards wc burn 
away the Spirit of Wine, part of this Effencc will a- 
feend with the Mercurial Water, and other part flay 
behind. The former of thefe, viz . the Volatile Mer- 
cury of Opium is fo powerful, that when only (melt to, 
it is of better effedt than the common Laudanum Opia- 
tum taken in fubdance. The Red Liqucr, which re¬ 
mains behind in the Cup or Difh after the Spirit of 
Wine is burnt away, may be taken inwardly. That 
which remains in the Glafs Body after Dillillation is of 
no great ufe, and may be caft away i yet if any one 
will take the pains to diffolve it in common v, filter, 
and after reduce it to the confidence of Pills, perhaps 
he will not find it much inferior to the common Lau¬ 
danum Opiatum . 1 he Oyl wnich remains in the Cup 

is of very excellent Virtue, as having pad the Purga¬ 
tory Fire of the Spirit of Wine, whereby it is much 
corrected : Wherefore alfo we find, that this Oyl is 
wholly devefted of that loathfome Smell that is inOpi- 
um. But yet the Mercurial Virtue , which afeends to¬ 
gether with the Flame, is far better than that which 
flays behind, not only in Virtue, but bccaufe being in 
the form of a clear v without Tafle or Smell, it may 
with the more cafe be taken bv the Sick. The faid 
Oyl may alfo with Saffron, and the Narcotick $ of 
rhe Pitriol of 2 be thickned and reduced to the Con¬ 
fidence of Pills. 

This Medicine is of great ufe, for fuch as are in 
pain, and want their due Red, re moving the one, and 
proeming the other : And no Body can be ignorant, 
how ncctffary Sleep and Abdinence are, to preferve 
Health, as well as to remove Difeafcs. 

^According to this way, we may extract the Virtues 
of all vegetable Subjects, and greatly exalt, as well as 
corredt them, where need is. 

Ak B . Henbane and Tobacco ^this way prepared,afford 
Nar'otickj not inferior to Opium . Aloes , M\rrb, and 
Sjjforn handled in this manner, make an Elixir’ Pro- 
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prietatis^ ten times better than that deferred by Pa- 
racAfus^ or lldmnnt : For our Alcohol l ini brings over 
only their pureft EfTence, which is afterwards yet fur¬ 
ther exalted through the Flames of the Spirit of 
Wine. According to this method, a Man may pre¬ 
pare from Vegetables excellent Cordials, Cepbahckj y 
ftrcngthenCrs of the Stomach, Nepbriticks &c. which m 
their cflefts will far exceed the Common. Only we 
are to obferve , that when we have a mind to pre¬ 
pare an univerfal Medicine, we need not to meddle 
with Vegetables or Animals, which are Grandfarher 
Veyyrgorgons green Cloak, forafmuch as a little piece 
of his Heart, is far more valuable than his whole 
Cloak*, wherefore he that would prepare an univerfal 
Medicine, of greater Virtues than all Vegetables and 
Animals contain, let him take to Task apart of this 
Demogorgor.s Heart. Concerning which, it the Rea¬ 
der defire further to be facified, let him perufe a Trea- 
tife of the incomparable Philofopher Joannes Bracefcus, 
cf the Iree of Life , where he maybe informed, who 
this Demogorgon is, what his clothes, akd what the 
inmoft Blood of his Heart are. 

Now by the way, to fpeak a little of this Vemo- 
gorgon, we are to underhand, that the Ancients always 
deferibed their univerfal Work, not plainly fo, as to 
be apprehended by every one, but wrapt up in Rid¬ 
dles and Allegories all of them pointing to this De - 
77 Mgorgori) who has his Seat in the Center of the Earth, 
having a rufty Colour’d, and green Cloak caft about 
him s which in plain terms, is nothing elfc but the Cen¬ 
tral Fire, which God, when he created the World, 
placed there as an cvcrlafiing vivifyng Fire s by means 
of which quickening Fire, not only Metals and Mine¬ 
rals are produced, but alfo all Herbs,Plants and Trees; 
Upon which Account, the ancient Philofophers have 
deferibed this Vemogocgoy /, to be the Grandfather of 
al! the Heathen Gods, that is A letattcl^ Subjeds, and 
an Upholder of, and Provider for all things that are 
within, as well as without the Earth *, for all things 
proceed from one Original, Wc, this Demogorgon . 
Concerning which, See the Twelfth Treatife of Sendi- 
vogius. 

Metals and Minerals, are as it were the Shirt, or 
inmofl covering of Demogorgon, whereas Vegetables 
and Animals, are but his Cloak, or upper Garment. 
The Ancients have writ much concerning this Demo- 
gorgon^ attributing to him, not only the Generation 
and growth of Stones and Metals, but declaring him 
to be the Father of thofe living Spirits, which are of- 
ren found in the Mountains, where Mines are, efpeci* 
ally of 0 or 5), about which, if the Reader defire to 
be further fatisfied , let him read George Agricola 
bis 7 rent if concerning Subterraneous living Creatures . 

To return then to our Deniogcrgon, I fay, there are 
found fome contemptible Minerals, in which all the 
Viitues of Vegetables and Animals lye concentred, 
which Minerals take their Original from the purelt 
Heart-blood of Demogorgon : Such Minerals as tbefe 
we are to take in hand, if we would prepare an uni- 
vcifcl Medicine againft all Difeafes, as well as a Tin- 
ui:c, to meliorate all white Metals with great Gain 
and Profit. We are alfo to obferve, that fuch an uni- 
verfd Medicine, may eafily, with little Charges, and 
in few da\$,be prepared : For the Minerals themfelves 
cult little or nothing, the Diflalvent is very cheap, and 
the burning Spirit is not Chargeable, fo that an Uni- 
verlM Medicine, to meliorate Vegetables , Animals 
and Mineral;, may be made with rhe Charge ot an An - 
z.el which, certainly, is a firange and wonderful 
v_ ;pn:di:tM. A!! this rr.ay be done with the help of 


our Spirit of W ine AhoUfitus , vvithour which, the 
Elfence of thefe Minerals cannot be brought over nor 
he made pcrfedtly fweet and fine, without enduring 
rhe Purgatory of its refining Flames : Wherefore, al¬ 
fo our Elias Artijia , or Salt of Art, wherewith we 
acuaieour burning Spirit, ar.d make fuch a wonderful 
Menfiruum of it, may well be called the Monarch of 
Suits* And to dariOnfirate, that fuch a Medicine pre¬ 
pared of Metals or At imals,, with the help of our 
Salt of Art joyned with Spirit of Wine, is not only 
able to cure all the the Difeafes of Men and Metals, 
but alfo of Vegetables, appears firft from hence, that 
an univerfal Medicine can fcarccly, or at all be pre¬ 
pared without the Concurrence of Vegetables and 
Animals : For which reafon the Philofophers fay,that 
their Stone is Vegetable, Animal and Mineral:, if then 
the univerfal Medicine be made up of thefe three, we 
mull conclude alfo, that it is Matter and Commander 
over them. The ufe of this Medicine in the feveral 
three Kingdoms, is as follows. When by means of 
our Tartarized Spirit of Wine, thou haft brought over 
the pure EfTence of a Metal or Mineral, and fepara- 
ted the Spirit of Wine from the Metallic \ EfTence,' 
by burning it away, then the Did EfTence ttays be¬ 
hind in the Cup or Difh > wherein the Spirit cf Wine 
was burnt away, and may without any other Prepa¬ 
ration be made ufe of, for the Cure of all curable . 
Difeafes. But when we have a mind to make ufe of 
this EfTence, for rhe meliorating of Metals, we mull 
firft ferment it with common G or 2 ), for without this, 
the Soul or QuintefTence of Metals can have no in- 
grefs into Metals, fo as to unite with them in a Fire 
of Fufion. We are aJfo to note, that when this Me- 
tal'icl^ ElTence is fermented vvkh Sol , it becomes a 
Solar Tindture, but when with D, it only affords a 
white TindFure. It is alfo to be obferved, that when 
we take two parts of 0 , and one of D for our ferment, 
we thall have a RedTindlure, and fo on the contrary, 
if we make ufe of two or three parts of D, to one of 
G, it will only be a white Tin&urc, becaufe the pre¬ 
dominant Metal determines the Tindturc. But he 
who hath once obtained a well prepared QuintefTence 
of Metals, will eafily know the ferment and way of 
applying it, for a due application is of great'moment 
in this matter. I have known fome, who had ex- 
traded good Tindures from <J and £, but under- 
fiood not the way of fermenting them, that is of joyn- 
ing their ferment without their Tindures neither did 
they underhand the Inceration, that is, the way to give 
to your Tindure$[cafie Fluxibility and Ingrefs, fo could 
not arrive at their defired End. Were the World 
worthy of it, I could fet down an ealie, cheap and 
ffoort way, to extrad much 0 out of ?, by which 
means every one that is fomewhat skilled in Dihilling, 
Melting and Cupelling, might have a Rich and inex- 
haufted Mine in his own Houfe, but it is much better 
to be filent, than to hrengthen Men in their Pride and 
vvickednefs. 

But to return to the Medicinal ufe of our Tindures, 
we are to take Notice, that the Red Oyl, which re¬ 
mains after the burning away of the Spirit of Wine 
in the Cup, is fitteh to make a Metallic Tindturc of: 
But the 5 or Celcfrial Vitriol , which mounts with 
the Flame of the Spirit of Wine, is the moh proper 
Medicine for human Bodies: For this pure Mercurial V 
is the true and beh v of Life, wherewith, not alone 
Men, but alfo other Animals, yea and Vegetables 
too, may be cured of all Difeafes, and Evils incident^ 
to them. And forafmuch, as the higheft Medicine of 
Vegetables is the Mouriftment they draw from the 
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Earth, the warmthof the Sun, and fruitful Rain, and 
that on the contrary a dry and barren Soil, and want 
of the chcrifhing heat of the Sun and Rain, are the 
Death of all Vegetables, it is apparent that there can 
be no better Remedy ro keep off the Death oL Vege¬ 
tables, than this our fweet chtriflfing, and vivifying r 
ot Life, or Celellial Salt : For when any Seeds cf 
Vegetables arc lleeped therein, and fet only in Sand, 
they immediately fhoor up and grow : And having 
this effect upon Vegetables, we have the lefs rcafon 
to doubt ot its chcrifhing, and vivifying Virtue on 
human bodies, as indeed there cannot be a better 
Medicine to rid the Body of Man, of all manner of 
Difeafes than this llnivcrfal defied v of Life, or 
heavenly Rain v. When wc attentively conlidcr Na¬ 
ture, we find, that the Life 3nd growth of all Vege¬ 
tables, Animals and Minerals, is Originally from the 
Air, or an Airy volatile Spirit. Thus we can make 
all hard Scones and Metals grow as it were in a 
moment, by means of fuch a volatile Spirit, concer¬ 
ning which, I have fpoken in the Second Part of my 
Furnaces. 

This fudden growth of Stones and Metals, I have 
many years fince fhewed to fome of my Friends, who 
greatly admired the fame, but could not comprehend 
tha,c reafon thereof. Now therefore > to fatisfie the 
Searchers after truth, I declare, that all growth, whe¬ 
ther in the Microcopne , or Macrocofnte proceeds from 
a Spirit, or Volatile Salty arifing from two contraries, 
viz. an Acid and an Alkalis for when an Alkali, and 
an Acid Spirit meet, they caufe an Effcrvefcence, du¬ 
ring which, there proceeds from them both a very 
fubtil Spirit, which has the Nature and Property to 
make all things grow. If a Man takes this Spirit in¬ 
wardly y it procures and preferves health v if it be 
joyn’d to an Herb, it makes it to grow and fiioot up 
fuddenly. With this Spirit we can make an Herb 
grow from its Seed in the midft of Winter, ( but it 
muft be in a warm Room,)fo as it may be feen to grow } 
which my felf have performed more than once. And 
to make it appear, that this fwift growth only pro¬ 
ceeds from a volatile Spirit, produc’d by the firife of 
two contraries. Tie give this inftance } pour one 
Pound of Oyl of Vitriol , upon one or two Pound of 
calcined Tartar , not at once, but by degrees, and at fe- 
veral times, and it will caufe a great firife and Effer- 
vefcence, cover the Cucurbit with its Head, and give 
Fire in a Sand Furnace, by which means a very fub¬ 
til volatile Spirit comes into the Receiver. If before 
this Work be undertaken, a Stone hath been diffol- 
ved by the calcined Tartar , and a Metal in the Oyl 
of Vitriol y then the Spirit, which proceeds from them, 
will be much more powerful \ becaufe the Virtue both 
of the Stone and Metal comes over with the Spirit. 
In this manner may a volatile Spirit be had from all 
Acids and Alkalis. 

. To demonfirate this further, that the growth of all 
things proceeds from the firife of two contraries, take 
this inftance: Diffolve fome Iron or Copper in Spirit of 
Salt , or Oyl of Vitriol , draw off the Flegm, in which 
Diftillation none of the Acid Spirit will come over > be- 
caufe it is joyn’d and concentred with the Metal, ani¬ 
mating and difpofingit ro (hoot up and to grow fwift ly, 
fb as the eye may perceive it grow, like a Tree with a 
Body, Boughs, Branches, and Twigs. Take this Spi¬ 
rit of Salt or Vitriol , concentred by the $ , as foon as 
you have taken it out of the Furnace, whilft it is yet 
warm, and break it into little Bitcs, about thebignefs 
of large Peafe ( if you fhould fuffer it ro grow cold, 
it would by attracting the Air ? fuddenly run into an 


C)} per ddiqianm.) Thcfc pieces of animated A , in: 
be- joined with its conrrary, for which you can cht < fc 
nothing better than a Liquor of Flints prepared in 
the fm.e manner, which i have taught in the fe¬ 
cund pair it ny Furnaces. The Glafs, wherein you 
put this Liquor of Flints* mull be of the fame wide- 
ne(*s at the cop, as at the bottom, and about an hand- 
breadth high , and till’d with the Laid AlkjUous 
Liquor, to which, put your An l concentred by the 
<?, laying the pieces orderly a thumbs breadth from 
one another, and place the Glafs, where it may not 
be fhaken or jogg’d. As foon as thefe contraries are 
thus joyned, they begin to aft upon one another \ but 
forafmuch, as the one of thefe contraries is concen¬ 
tred by rhe $, and become hard, it cannot mingle it 
felf with its advcifary, or deftroy it, fo they only 
vex and anguifh one another, in doing which, a 
warmth arifeth between them, and the one contrary 
pulheth the other to (hoot and grow \ the hard and 
dry part, viz. rhe animated 6 drawing fo much moi- 
fiure from its contrary, the Liquor of Flints, as makes 
it heave and begin to grow in form of a Plant, with 
Root, Stock, Branches, and Twigs, very plcafant to 
behold, the growth being very fwift, fo as within an 
hour and an half, or two hours at the moft, the whole 
Glafs is fill’d with little iron Trees, which grow har¬ 
der and harder, and when they are hard enough,' 
(which will be in the fpace of twenty four hours) 
then the Liquor of Flints muft be let out from it 
through a hole, left on purpofe in the bottom of the 
Glafs, and tile Plant, or little Tree, remains. If we 
defire to make a more plcafant fight of it, wc may 
take feveral Metals, and make them grow up like a 
Tree *, affords a dark brown, Venus a green , 1? ll 
and 5 a White and Grey,Da Blcw,and 0a Yellow Co¬ 
lour. Minerals alfo give different Colours from Me¬ 
tals \ Lapis Calami nans grows not into Trees, but 
into ihe refemblance of Mountains and Rocks of a White 
and Greyifh Colour. 

If we have a mind to make Scones to grow, we pro¬ 
ceed thus, firft we melt the Stone, whether White or 
Coloured,into a tranfparent Glafs, and pour it forth irr 
to a Copper Bafon, where it will flow broad and thin, 
and will be the fitter to be broke into as final! pieces 
as we defire. Which peiccs wc place as before in a flat 
bottom’d Glafs before deferibed, which muft be fulT 
of an Acid Spirit mixed with water, fo as it may nei¬ 
ther be too (harp, nor too weak * for if it be weak- 
ned with too much water, it will not retain ftrength 
enough to make itgrow^ and if the Acid be too (harp t 
it will diffolve the Alk^li^ed Stone, wherefore great 
care muft be taken, as to this particular. 

N. B. The A/agiufia gives a Blood-red Tree, and 
much more beautiful than any of the Metals: Only 
cbfervc, that Metals may be made to grow with lefs 
trouble than Scones. 

From what hath been faid, it appears beyond dif- 
pute, that the growth of Vegetables, Animals and Mi¬ 
nerals ( Stones not excepted ) proceeds from two con¬ 
traries. I could eafily make this out more amply and 
fully, but having treated of the fame in other parts 
of my Writings, I (hall let it reft here. 
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An Appendix or COROLLARY. 

I Have in the ft regoing Treatife declared the ufc 
of the SjIi of Art, both in Phyiick and Alchimy, 
and have fee down nothing, but what my felf have 
experienced. What 1 have writ concerning our Alco - 
lizfd Spirit of Wine, is alfo the very truth : And tho 
what I have here fee down might feein to fuffice^ yet 
I cannot, before I conclude tnis Croall Book, but men¬ 
tion a much greater Gift of God, than that of which I 
have fpoken here, * ns. that God hath vouchfafed Man¬ 
kind, for preferving their Healrh, a Subjert, wherein 
the Bowers and Virtues of all Vegetables, Animals 
and Minerals, are fumm’d up and united together) 
which Subjeft may be had in all places tor nothing, 
and however contemptible ir may feem to the ignorant, 
yet it is the matter of the higheit Medicine in the 
World. Every Man can have enough of it from 
him felf, needs therefore not to go to another for it* 


/ldjm and Eve our firParents brought this matter 
with them out of Paradife s yea, evuy one brings ir 
along with him from his Mothers womb. 

Let no Man imagin, that 1 fpeak hereof Urine, or 
Mans Dung, it is fomething clfe, and more d dpi fed 
than cither of them, fo that a proud Man wjUfoarcc- 
ly light upon it. I fay, if a Man know lids Subject,, 
and how to make ufc of it in Phyiick, he may well 
account himfelf happy, as needing nothing of all that 
is in the World bdides, in Cafe he hath only ftrength, 
place, and convenience to prepare the fame. The 
Subjed colh nothing,and the Preparation requires nei¬ 
ther G la Acs, Coals nor Furnace. I commend this Sub* 
jed to Phylicians above any other in the World, the 
Preparation being cafe, and without Charges, and may 
be finilhed in few davs : So that the knowledge of 
this Subject, and its eaiie Preparation, ought not to be 
look’d upon, as an invention of Man,bur as a wonder¬ 
ful, and undeferved Gift of God, referved only for 
thofe, whodefpife the World with all its Vanities, re¬ 
nounce the Devil and all his Works, and avoid the 
Company of wicked Men, his adherents. 


Of flie Three mod' noble STONES generated 

by Three Secret FIRES. 

AND 

Fir ft. Of the Stone of Philofophcrs, which is prepared by the Secret 
Fire of the Wife . 

Secondly, of the upper and lower T’bundcr-ftonc, how they are gene¬ 
rated above, by the Meteorological Fire ; and below , by the Jecrct 
Artificial Fre. And, 

Thirdly, Bow the Lapis Ignis, or Fire-ft one of Bafilius, is to be pre¬ 
pared out oft Antimony by Art . 

And how. thofe Three ?noft noble Stones of the J For Id, are to be ifed 
in Phyftcft and Alchymy. TFranftated out of the High-Dutch 


Reader^ 

TTN the end of the Appendix to the Seventh 
H Part of my Pbarmacopoea Spagyrica , 1 have made 
h mention of Thiee Fires, which are not Common, 
Jl but unknown to the World. By which are ge¬ 
nerated three wonderful Stones, which I did intend 
to publiflu Firft, of the fccret Fire of Philofophcrs, 
commonly called the Fire of Artepbius, becaufe Arte- 
pkitts a verv ancient Philofophcr did fir IF write of ir, 
who was alfo envious like oihers, and would write 
nothing of ir , till he came to be nine hundred 
Years old which way the Philofophcrs Stone was 
fo be made by this Fire. Thefe W ritings have been 
long toiled up and down the World, before any could 
be certain, wherher or no this miraculous Fire could 
be found in Nature. Ac length fome Philofophcrs at¬ 


tain’d its knowledge, and pnblifhed it for the good 
of the World. But becaufe, thofe Philofophcrs were 
very obfeure in their Writings, the Art could not be 
made common, but remainerh fccret to this hour: So 
that one of a Thoufand among the now reputed Phi- 
lofophers, (who have fill’d the whole World with 
their unexperienced Writings) fcarcely one is to be 
found : who know any thing of if. And becaufe this 
fecret Fire was called by the true Philofophers, Ignis 
Philofopborum , it would havcbecomcd them, to know 
fomevvhat of it. Belmont the moil experienced and 
learned Philofopher of his time, although he had 
fiudied long in the Univcrlities, yet he doth not Glo¬ 
ry in any Arts he there learned : But on the contra¬ 
ry, he faith, that Phyiick,as it is taught in the Schools, 
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is of no value. And, that not the Univei liric$> but 
the Fire. ritDcle him a rhilofi pher. And therefore, 
he calls himL'lf a Philofopher by the Fire. And with 
out doubt, our fecrct Fire was known to him, asap- 
pears by his excellent Writings, for I is Elemef.tn.ui 
l?*i'T I'eneris, to which he attributes fo many Virtues, 
could not well be madc,wirhout this fccret Fire. A Qum- 
tilfcnce may be drawn out of f'«/.7j,but rhar will nof 
what tlie Red Element of the incombuflible 
Sulphite can. P arazelftts^ in his Book of Sulphur, ui itcS, 
rhat an excellent Etem.ntum Ignis may be made 
out of common Sulphur , which he fo highly com¬ 
mends, that he dares to fay, that except a Phyiician 
hath this Element of Fire, ( that is the fixed Qnin- 
rcilence of Sulphur , among his Arca^ums, he cannot 
rightly be reputed a Phyfician, but a Moncv Catcher, 
and Robber of the Sick. In my lately pubhfhed Trea- 
tife of Sulphur , I have alfo deferibed an Ekm-ntu/n 
Ignis, which is certainly a very excellent Medicine 
againfi all Cold Diftempers, but this is not yet fixed, 
but combuftible, but the Element of Fire ought to be 
incombuftible. For as long as a Medicine made out 
of Sulphur is ftill combuftible, and fubject to blacken 
Silver when touched with it, it cannot be reputed the 
true ElemenUun Ignis Snlpburis . For the true Ele¬ 
ment of Fire of Sulphur doth not make Silver black, 
but tingeth it with a conliant Golden Colour, which 
cannot be wafhed oflf. As alfo, the Element pf Fire 
ought to be of this Nature, to enter a Red hot I late 
of Silver without fume, as Oyl links into dry Lea¬ 
ther > and to tinge it Yellow. Alio, it ought to tinge 
common 5 into Gold, when added to it in a due 
heat. This QuinteflTence of Sulphur , alfo mull not 
be burnt by the Fire as other Oyl, but remain inccin 
buftlble. Therefore, the Philofophers have called it 
an incombuftible Oyl, a permanent Water, durum po - 
tahile , &c . When it hath thofc\ irtues, then it can 
perform what Paracelfus attributes to it, viz. Won¬ 
ders both in Phytick and Alchymy s and by this, Arijio- 
tie and his followers ( who affert, tliar the Species of 
Metals cannot be tranfmuted ) are quite out of Doors. 

It is true, ArifiotU alfo faith, that the Metals cannot 
be tranfmuted, if they be not fir fi reduced to their 
full matter, of which I have fufficiently treated. 
This our fixed Oyl of Sulphur tranfmuces the Metals 
without any precedent reduction ot them to their fitft 
matter. For our fecret Fire.hath taken away what- 
foever was pernicious or combuftible » Jo that only the 
purell and incombufiible part remains, by which fuch 
great things in Medicine and Alchymy arc perform¬ 
ed, that it refuteth all thofe who fpcak againfi it ^ al¬ 
though many Impofiors by their cheats, from place to 
place, have given occafion to fpeak evil of the Nobltll 
of Arts j which hath had an ill clTccff heretofore upon 
my felf. 
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n . UittiTul^ Erjtf if CputiiiH■ t * 

J It.*' t'o much furred It pjrtj „/ Sulphur, j L it. 
j * **{? i fijewhere than from the uui! r \ it pull th dnp.i A' 
; l fngs , difjlvztb, conge Act uni caLumh , it ,s aru- 
picul iu ini ^ it if a Jhort iv ty ivnLjul co t, at th* Uj{c 
I ll ' n b final cojt *, it if »wift y vjprotoi d^gjihr, altering, 

I piercing y fubt:it % Airy, not violent, not burning to'r.pjf- 
}ing t r mvjjnnirg, containing but one, a :J it is the funs- 
tJ >l °1 l* 1 tng Water which gn'tb ainit an J c mtaimth the 


place, where the A mg a ,rl Ojeen bath the 


'*n;e ; 


An Ilifiory of the Poilonous TayFof Common Al¬ 
chymy. 

IIere follows a large Hiflorical I)i 7 refTun of fine 
great Abaft which the Author fme time under- 
ivent, but pertaining nothing to the fope of this 
Treat) f y l will not trouble the Reader with it. 

Now concerning our fccret Fire, it is not made of 
Cbals or Wood, or other combufiiule Matter, but 
compounded of certain Fiery Waters, which bum, 
but no: like other Fires without the Ghfs but always 
v/ichirr the Ghfs *, wherefore Artephius , as the fir ft Au¬ 
thor of the fccret Fi:e, ufeth tlufe words. Our lure 


This is ArtiphuiA s Dclcription of the Fire of Phi- 
lofophcrs. V ont j nits hath aifi) wrote of this Fire, to 
wh°fe Epilllc I rdcr the Reader for the more call, in- 
trodudlion to if. 

Artepbut r hath here plainly enough dtferibed the 
Matter, and the Mercnn 2 1 Water, and Poniamu hath 
confirmed ic. lie to whom God will give it, wj I 
eahly comprehend it •, but Artephius and Ponfauus 
teach nothing, but howto ripen the Stone of fhilofo- 
phers compounded of Gold, Silver, and Antunnu 
by^ this fccret Fire. But bccaufc feveral otheis as well 
univcrfal as particular arc to he colily prepared by this 
our Fire, I chink fif to fay fomewhar of if. Our Fire 
maturates whatfoever is put to it, whether Vegetables, 
Animals, or Minerals, and therefore our Fire, as alfo 
the Matter of the Philofophers Stone ic fe f, is cal¬ 
led Vegetable, Animal, and Mineral \ as alfo a naru- 
tural, non-natural, and fupematural Fire, lie who 
is not fatisfied with this may read Artephius himfdf 
where he will find more of this our (ecrct I ire. 

Now having underftood^ what Artephius and /V- 
ttnus have written of oar' (ecrct Fire, I could not 
but deferibe it fomewhat more openly, to fiiew the 
Artifi a nearer and ealier way to obtain it. I Glauber 
can truly affirm this, 1 hat in my young days I have 
travelled many Countries, and diligently fcarchcd for 
an Experienced Philofophcr, that miglu teach rr.e 
feme good. But I no where: found my defire, but I 
otten found fomc diligent Phyfician, v-ho following 
Crolius , Hartman, Begn in us, and other Experienced 
: Phj ficians, prepared their own Medicines, by which 
they gained Honour and Wealth, and were therewith 
content. Some of them had indeed read Artephius 
and Pont anus, out had not light enough to under- 
fiand them. I have alfo endeavoured to frequent the 
elaboraories of Princes, to learn fomething there. In¬ 
deed I found ProcefTcs enough there, which were fenc 
from great Men. By following of which, and work¬ 
ing in Arfenick* Orpiment , Cobolt , Cinabar, Mercury and 
the like Minerals, I drew a great deal of Foifon into 
my Body, till at length I grew weary ot it, and there¬ 
fore fet my mind upon Spagyrick^ Medicines, by which 
1 have found many curious Secrets, and gain'd a fut- 
ficient Livelyhood. But yet ar the fame time, I ar-. 
tentivcly read the Writings of the Philofophers, and 
out of them learned many good things, chi.fly 
us, Bracejcus , Neufvientius , and the like good Au¬ 
thors \ but the fccret Fire cA artephius, or the pro¬ 
per Agent, 1 could not Learn, I have olten Dilcour- 
fed of it with Learned men, but always found, that 
they underflood lefs of it than my fclf. For they had 
nor read the Ancient Philofi.phcrs, but had Jpenc 
tiieir time in getting of Money, and fending their 
Receipts to the Apothecareis Shops. But afte/a fight 
j was enkindled in me from above, and I bc^an to 
j know this freret Fire, I began to have an avalion 
; to the tedious, and troublefbme woik with Glafle 
therefore 1 fet ic all aiide, and now find my fdf moic 
at eale, by this Capital work, for I make no further 
ufe of Furnaces, GLifcs, or Coals, but can now d 0 
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more and greater things in hair a Nutfhell or hgg- 
flicll, than 1 could betore, with all ray Furnaces, 
Glaflcs and Coals, for which 1 giPe mediant thanks 
to God, who is the giver of all Good This I was 
willing to add, viz. that our Fire is hard to be found, 
but calic to be made, when known. Concerning the 
Matter, it is rot always the fame, but may be taken 
after feveral ways, yet accoiding to the true prc.por 
tionof the Fire, for this is all in all, the proper A- 
gent mull be only excited by our Fue, and earned on 
to the promoting cf the Maturation of our Matter i 
lor the proper Aecnt is here as much concer ned, as the 
lire it ftlf, for that alone could not work fufhcicntly to 
prepare an unripe Mineral by it felf, without the help 
of the proper Agent, in fo ftifcrt a time,into a Tindture 
conftant in the Fire, or univerfal Medicine. Now 
whoever hath a mind to do any thing with our lecret 
Fire mull have conltancy of mind, tarry at home, and 
beg alfilianct of God, whofc Blclfing he rouft wait 
for with Patience. 

Now concerning the farther ufe of our fccret Fire, 
it is thus, that all Vegetables, as Herbs, Roots, Seeds, 
Woods, &c. and all Animals, none excepted, together 
with all Minerals and Metals, may without Coll, be 
ea fi|y brought into excellent Medicaments,particularly. 
For our Fire Maturates the purell Anima, or Quint- 
offence of all things. Poyfonous Subjects are con¬ 
verted into Medicine, fowr and bitter into plcafant 
and fwcet. The immature is ripened •, and our Fire 
can be better compared with nothing, than with the 
Sun, which gives Life to all Vegetables, Animals, 
and Minerals, and makes the iroperfedf, pcifcdf, no¬ 
thing excepted. In fine. Our Fire is the greateft and 
molt noble in the World, the Sun excepted: But God 
is above all, the Lord of the Creation. But what 
reed I lay much of the Melioration o( Vegetables, A- 
nin .Is and Minerals, by our fecrct Fire, I have faid 
enough, if Ilhould fay more, it would render it too 

Common. „ ., . . 

But thus much it will beneccflary to and, viz. what 
the Sullieds are, which arc the moll ealily wrought 
upon by our Fire. Among Vegetables, Wine, and what 
pertains to it is the belli Among Minerals, Antimony 
and Mercury, which is our living Gold i Among Ani¬ 
mals, Man, and what appertains to him. You have 
votir own choice to chute, which you will, you have 
fufiicient Advice, and want nothing more, but the 
L‘Idling of God, without which all is in vain. 

Mire fouotvetb the Cowpofition, or Preparation of our fe¬ 
ast Fire. 


without reafon. For in making Oyl of V 


nn! 


aft 


cr 


Three Heathcnifli Deities command this our fccret 
f,rc A [>o!io, Diana and Pluto. A polio affords the 

warm Siin-fliine. Diana gives the cooling and refrcfli- 
j, n , Kl 'u. And ¥Iuto gives his Fiery Hcllilli Rain. 
Thru you mav better underfiand it, Apollo gives Wine 
time times, Diana Milk twice, and Pluto his Hellifh 
Fire once Out of thefe three Gifts, our Fire is pre¬ 
pared. This is the true Preparation ol our wonder- 
lu! Fire. To fpcak of this more amply, is not con 
vcuici.t •, wc mull riot cafi Pears before Swine, which 
way ihh Fire is to be ufed to any Subjedl, is fiidici- 
emiydifeovered to a Man thereunto'eleded by God. 
But there sre many, who having no dependency up 
on God's Bkfiing-proceed after an evil and cheating 
manner, fo that ihofe Akbywi\is^ox Gold-makers, are 
b’Come a fcorn to the Country, and no Man cares to 
dwell bv them, Lil their great and continual Fires 
fiiould lung clairtage to his Neighbours, and tins not 


the common way, a Fire is kept ordinarily for foriy 
or fifty hours, which is a very tedious Work \ but the 
Adepts can force over a Pound of Oyl of Vitriol in 
an hours time, with very few Cculs, which thing I 
have already touched in my Writings, and fhall fay 
more of it in my Second Appendix I have recommen¬ 
ded rhis compendious way of making Oyl of Vitriol 
and Sulphur , to foTic Men , but they adhered fo clofc 
to their old lingring way, that they were regardkfs of 
a better, notwithltanding that the Oyl o (Vitriol, and 
the Aciium of Sulphur , are the Balis or Foundation 
of all the common Hermetic!'{ Medicine, for all other 
Mineral Spirits are by them acquired cafily and plenti¬ 
fully. That Mineral Acid which is plentifully found 
in Vitriol and Sulphur , is the only Agent whereby 
Nature Maturates the yet volatile and unripe Mine¬ 
rals in the Earth. And alfo all Tinftures, which are 
fixed and conflant in the Fire, are by the hand of the 
Artiji prepared by this, yet with the Addition of its 
Compeer, the external Fire. This ,univer!al Acidttm 
is our Horfe-dung, and the Stygian water, in which* 
JjJoh dtowned his Dragon and made him fixed: But 
when I here mention Jafons Dragon, it comes into 
my mind what happened tome, when I once attemp¬ 
ted to make fuch a Dragon, which vomited out Fire, 
and a black poyfonous Smoke, out of Sulphur and Salt¬ 
peter : And bccaufe this Hiflory, may ferve as a warn¬ 
ing to many, who may incur much danger oftentimes 
by the common Alchymy , 1 will here infert it. A little 
before 1 became Bed-ridden, I had undertaken toftcal 
from the ever watchful Dragon, that Golden Fleece 
which he hath in his keeping, and becaufc this fierce 
Dragon will part with nothing before he be half fiain, 
or at leaft, laid to flecp, therefore 1 was bufied in this 
work? and had made a mixture of Sulphur , Niter and 
7 artar, and alfo another of Saher-pctcr , Antimony and 
Tartar , each apart in an Earthen Pot, in order to Fire 
them for Detonation. And although I had ordered, 
that one Pot fbould firfl be detonated, and then the 
other, that the Smoke might not be too great, yet this 
was not done, but they were fired both together, which 
caufed fuch a great, black and fiinking Smoke to af- 
cend the Chimney, that when the Neighbours faw it, 
they thought the Houfc had been on fire,and crycd out, 
Fire, knocked at my Door, to come in to quench it>' 
when there was none, notwichfianding this w*as not 
done in my dwelling Houfc,but in a Houfc remote from 
all others, fo that it could have done no hurt to any 
clfc, if it had been burnt down, but they not being 
fatftfied got Ladders and looked down the Chimney, 
and feeing no Fire there, they then faid, it was Witch¬ 
craft. Out of this Hiftory, one may fee what a dan¬ 
gerous Toyl the common Alchymy hath. This work' 
to kill the Dragoon, and to fpoyl him of his Golden 
Fleece , is one of the plcafantefi that ever I did in A /- 
cbjmy, except the fecret Fire, for when the Sulphur , 
Salt-peter , Antimony and Tartar^ are denotated toge¬ 
ther, and fublimcd with Sal Armoitiacl the Golden 
Fleece rifeth in a curious Golden Colour, and tingeth 
the Head, and Receiver with all forts of Colours, like 
unto the Rain-bow, or a Peacocks Tail, and alfo one 
fees the Foot-freps of the fc3ly Dragon moll glorioully 
in rhe Head s which Nenfementius hath excellently 
defevibed, in a few French Vcrfcs. and hath omitted 
ahnoll nothing which belongs to this Work : And be- 
caufe 1 here write of this fort of Work, it will nor be 
amifs, to add thofe Vcrfcs. Concerning this, Medea 
thus exhorts in OeiJv 
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Yervirnl ecce Drsco, fquamis crepitant thus barrens y 
Stbi! at & tor to petiore verrtt hum unit 

Which Ncufemcntius hath thus rendred into French. 

Voy ic Dragon vcillant de fureur forccne 
Qui d’cfcaillc bruyancc a lc corps entonrru 
Done le goiier litttanc fumce 6c feu deferre 
Et qui par replis torS va baliant la terre 
De fa large pbifrine cn lapoudre imprimant 
Lcs llnueux fillons, qifil ciace inccfiamcnt. 

And may thus again be put into Latine. 

Adfpice fquamofum tstmidumq\ furore Vraconem 
Semper in exettbias aures front emque min ace m 
Vtbrantem y & nulio clandentem Ittmina fomno 
Qti crijla Hngutfq\ tribus prxfignis , & uncis 
Dentibits horrendis , patulo de gutture Flammas 
Sibilat , & funits atratis in fie it auras, 
yidfpice multiplices Gyros quos ponder'e Candje 
J nf.ituat Terrx , cum loitga volumina duett 
Perque fuperfeiem reptat y cum pell ore lato 
Verrit bum urn , rclegens eadem vejiigia ftmper • 

And in Englifs may found thus, 

Behold this fealj Vragon fwePd iv'ttb Ire y 
His Crejl doth brand ifwith a dreadful Brow * 7 
Nere clofetb E\es y nor Ejrx, nor yet retires 
From difmal noife , and horid Teeth to fhew ; 

From bis broad Throat fames ifiie cut 
Black fumes inf ell the Air about. 

Behold the Kings , which his encircled Tail 
Cafls on the Earthy n hiljl he doth form his Ceil *> 

IVilh bis broad Breajl he creeps upon its Fac? 
Sweeping the ground , always it: the fame Trace. 

Here in few words the Philofopher deferibes the 
whole Work, how to fpoyl the Dragon of his Golden 
Fleece. But only to thofe, who eafily undefttand 
thefe Verfes, vvhofe eyes God hath opened, and are 
already pretty well skilled in this Art. But to the unex¬ 
pert all remains dark. Reading only will not do it, but 
you mull put your hand to tire Work, if you will 
attain to any thing. I have, for fevcral years together, 
read, fought, and laboured in vain, before I found 
the right way of obtaining (Iris Golden Fleece . And 
when at length I became Matter of this Art, I could 
not but admire that it was fo eafie a thing, and yet fo 
difficult to be learned out of Books. Paracelfus and 
Neufementius write the plainett of this, of which tw o 
expert Men, I firft learned this Art, but afterwards I 
found a more Compendious way, fo that I can now 
perform the whole Work, with the Charge nf one 
Ducat £ or ten Shillings] in a very fhore time. But 
3 mutt leave it to others to do, being yet detained fn 
my Bed by my fickncfs: So that lean do no more, 
than to ttiew toothers by my Writings and Inttrudfi- 
OnS) the ready way to the Land of Promife. 

Of the Second F/re, and itt marvellous Fir c-ftone. which 
is generated by it. 

Wc know, that Fire generates Stones , every one 
according to its Nature. The ftcrcr Fire of the Phi 
kfophers, engenders the Philofophcrs Stone, which is 
a univeifal Medicine for Men and Metals, as we have 
already heard. That the Mctcorical fire, from whence 


proceeds Lightening and Thunder, generates alfo 
Stones, is known 10 ail, h r the Mr procreates the 
lame things, which are found upon the Earth. Trtcro 
tcre Hermes in his Smaragd/ne Table hath very well 
raid, That whatfoever i^beneath is alfo above, and 

hat is above, is alio beneath, by which, marrellous 
things are done. We know, chat Frogs and Crafhcp- 
pers and the like, which arc procreated in the Air, 
have fallen down with ihe Rain. I have read in a cer¬ 
tain Hilloiian, that once a Calf fell down with the 
Rain. 

^luxjgoras,* famous Philofophcr, p'ognoflicatcd in 
hisLife-time,that after he was dead,a guat Stone (liotild 
/all down from the Air, to the Earth, which alfo came 
to pafs. We alio know, that fometimes great pieces 
of Iron have fallen down, not compatff, but flicking 
one part to another like drops. And alfo, every Bo¬ 
dy knows, that Stones arc calt down by Thunder 
and Lightening, which Stones are formed and con¬ 
centrated by the Lightening, and fo have affurred the 
Nature Of a Stone ^ for in the Lightening is hid a 
very miraculous Property ; feeing that Lightening is 
a Fire of quite another Nature, than our common 
Fire, which breaks in pieces all hard things which re- 
lift, but toucheth not what maketh no refinance. It 
hath very often happened, that the Lightening hath 
broken a Mans Bones, without hurting his flefh. We 
have alfo known, that it hath melted the Sword in 
the Scabbard, and left the Scabbard whole. This 
Stone generated by Lightening, hath quite another Na¬ 
ture than common Stones,for ic is not tranfparcntlikea 
Pebble or Sand-ftone, which melt in the Fire. Nei¬ 
ther hath it the Nature of tranfparcnt and hard Gems, 
which do not melt in the fire, and yet keep their Lu- 
llre, neither can the fire reduce ic into Lime, as ic 
doth aChalk-ftone. In a word , it can be compa¬ 
red with no Stone in the World. Its fliape is alfo 
wonderful, for it is generally fharp at both ends, buc 
yet they are not all of o nc Figure or (hape, they 
are generally fmooth cn the out lid e, and of a milky 
Colour, and reddilFi within. I have onc which is 
Triangular like a Star, and if you turn it, ’tis Like a 
Heart, of which I never faw the like. I have alfo 
one which is Cole-black, which is rough both within 
and without, it is a wonder tome, that this Stone 
will not Hr ike fire with Steel, notwichllanding it is 
generated by fire. We mav alfo by Art make Lighten¬ 
ing out of Iron or Steel , in which alfo is generated 
a ilrangc Stone. The Thunderbolts love all things 
which are combuflible, cfpecially Gun-powder, for 
the Lightening ic felf proceeds from Saltpeter and 
Sulphur , and that is the reafon, why it fo often ftrikes 
into Towers, where Gun-powder is kept, and alfo it 
ufeth to firike Old Oak Trees, which contain Sul- 
phur and Saltpeter, alfo upon Church Steeples, but fcl- 
domer in the open Fields. I once faw in Germ any, 
where the Thunder had ftrokc a Tower of Gun¬ 
powder, and although it was four fquare, yet it run 
fo about it, and took out apiece of Stone-work all 
round, as if it had been cut out with Tools, becaufe 
it could no where find entrance. Strange things are 
done by Lightning, it fometimes killing the Horfe, 
and not hurting his Rider, and again killing the Ri¬ 
der, and not hurting the Horfe, becaufe- it is r,o com¬ 
mon Fire , but a concentrated Meteorical fire : It hath 
no refeiiiblancc of tile fire of the Sun, much lefs of 
our common Fire, hut our fccrct Fire of the Chalde¬ 
ans hath fome Agreement with it, becaufe it is made 
of Iron or Steel, and Saltpeter : Therefore it cannot 
be much uplike the fire of Lightening, for that is alfo 
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generated out of Saltpeter concentrated, ahd Sulphur. 
Steel is concentrated Sulphur > that hath alfo Power to 
concentrate Saltpeter ^ and fo to generate this marvel¬ 
lous Fire, The Mctcorical Thunder-fire is a terrible 
one, but our Srccl-firc is more wonderful in its Lffencc 
and Operation, as we fhall heer by and by, for incre¬ 
dible things are wrought by it, fo that even the Stone 
of Philofophcis, never fo well prepared, is not to be 
compared with it, <5d {er Ji whether this 1 hunderbolt 
which is call down by the Lightening be of any V irtue, 
or whether it be a dead and unprofitable Stone? I an- 
fvver : It hath been always reputed, that if a Thun¬ 
derbolt be kept in any houfe or place, the T hunder 
and Lightening will never iTrike into it. Whether this 
be true, I cannot tell, yet this I know, that thofe who 
keep rhem efieem them highly, I my felfbave one, 
which I much efieem for its marvellous Figure, for 
turn it which way you will, it always reprefents a Star 
or a Heart. Many firange things are performed by 
this Thunderbolt, lhavefeen fevcral Forefiers break 
it into pieces of the bignefs of a Pea, which they put 
into a Bullet-mold,fill’d up the Mold with melted Lead, 
and did believe, that they could not mils any wild' 
Beall at which they (hould (hoot it. 1 have alfo feen 
(bme Souldicrs make fuch Bullets, and formerly be¬ 
lieved, that they could pierce any thing with them, 
that otherwife they could not fhoot through. 1 have 
alfo feen others, who have put pieces of this Stone 
into the pummels of their Swords, and believed, that 
this took away their Advcrfaries Courage when they 
(hould encounter them, and fo they might eafily Con¬ 
quer them, Thefe and the like things, I have Feen 
done with it. But whether this be fo or no, it is 
probable that there (hould be j'jfome ocult Virtues 
in thofe Stones. For feeing that all Stones, 
are good for fomevvhat , why fiiould this marvel¬ 
lous T hunderbolt only be good for nothing ? , Some 
caufe Women in Labour to hold theTe Stones in 
their hands, to facilitate their Labour^ they alfo fay, 
that it encreafeth Womens milk, if it be put into their 
drink. Others put them into the hand to Hop Blood. 
If one could do any good with it, one might eafily, by 
the help of a certain Magnet, attract a great many of 
them from the Air, as you fhall hear anon. Now again, 
to return to our Fire and Fire-fionc, I affirm for truth, 
that our licrcr Fire and Fire-fione, in its Lffencc and 
Efficacy, is more wonderful than the Meteovick Light¬ 
ning and Thunderbolt. For our Fire doth not burn 
or flame, but when we will have it, otherwife it is 
like a dead Elack-fione, if you only keep the Air from 
it, it will remain a Stone as long as you pleafe. If you 
put it into a Glafs and flop it very clofe, and keep it 
underwater never fo many years, it will (fill remain 
Fire, and not be hurt. For our Chaldaick^ Fire, when 
once prepared, will not burn,but remain good for'ever, 
if you keep it from Air and Water. It is fuffidently 
known, that the ancient Heathens put burning Lamps 
into their Vaults, of which Lamps I have feen ma¬ 
ny, that were digged out of Mines in Colen. Some 
of thefe Lamps were found in fome burying Vaults 
burning, when they were fir 11 opened, but as fbori as 
rhe Air touched them went our. But our Chaldaid ^ 
Fire remains dead, when kept clofc, and is kindled 
by the Air I call it dead, but it is rather a dormant 
lire. This our'fearer Fire hath fo firange a Property,, 
that it is able at all times ro'attradf Fire out of the 
Air, not only in the hot Summer, but alfo in the cold 
W inter Nights, when the Sun is farthefi off. By the 
help of this I ire, I believe, 1 could at certain times 
light a Caudle, either under or above tht Earth. The 


Maccabees fa their Sacrifice on Fire by this, and not 
with common Wood, .or Coal, fire, as the Vefial Vir¬ 
gins in Rome were forced to feed it. with Wood conti¬ 
nually that it might not go out j if by chance or ncglcdi 
it wenr but, thoft Virgins were buried alive \ in fo 
great efieem, had the jews and the Heathens, t! eir 
Fires. 

Now as for the ufe of our fecrct Fire, no Man rbay 
be fo bold as to drfeover the Power ihctcof to the 
World, for things incredible are to be done by it, 
which arc better to be concealed, than made publick; 
Yet I will a lirtle touch at ir. The fecret fire of it 
fe If is of no ufc in Phyfick, but great Secrets may 
be prepared by it, both in Medicine and Akhimy. 
Firfi, out of our fiery Mafs may be drivm a living 
Merc4ry of Mars., which is the moft noble Subjccff to 
prepare an extenfive Timffure, both for Men and Me¬ 
tals, for of all Mercuries of Metals, this is the bell. 
When our Fire is melted into a thick water, and this 
fiery iVatcr poured upon a fubtil Calx of Gofd, and 
digefied with it, it will attract the yellow Colour from 
the Gold, and leave it white, yet the Tincture is not 
yellow, but as green as Grafs, out of which an excel¬ 
lent Medicine may be made*, it is alfo profitable in 
Alcbimy .. For it is alfo of this Nature, that if you 
put a Solution of Gold and Silver into it, they will be 
joyned together without Ptecipiration, which is not 
ufual to be done. One may alfo fquirt this fiery wa¬ 
ter, by peculiar Springs, to a great diftance, and there¬ 
by fire any Combufiible matter. If you will, you 
may alfo (hoot this our Fire in a dry form, out of great 
and fmallGuns, to fire any thing with it. I believe, 
that by the help of this, one might fire a great Canon 
under vvater, by which you may (right Fifli up to the 
Surface of the water in deep Ponds, fo that you may 
catch them with final! Nets. One may alfo drive a- 
way all hurtful wild Eeafis, as Bears, Wolves, Fox'es, 
nay even Lyons, Tygcisand Dragons, out of the Wil- 
dernefs. One may alfo drive away High-way-Men, 
Murthercrsout of their Ambufcadcs, and catch them. 
In a word, many firange things may be done with it, 
which for certain Reafons I dare not mention. The 
greatefi and the befi thing that may be done by this 
fecret Fire, is rhe preparing of the Mercury of MarSj 
as alfo after a Magnetical manner to draw the Lightn¬ 
ing which way one pleafe. I have had this Fire now 
for above twenty years, and durfi not oWn that Iliad 
fuch a thing, now I am near my end, I was willing 
to let it be known, that there ts fuch a Fire in Na¬ 
ture. If I did not fear, that malicious Men would 
abufe this' fecrct Wonder-fire, 1 would have been 
plainer, but the time is not yet come for the doin^ 
thofe great things, but when Elias the Arti(l (halt 
come, he, will not fear to make great Alterations LT 
the World, by the help of this Fire. lie will efia- 
blifii much good, and abolifh all that is evil, but I 
have faid enough of this at this time. I have indeed 
told ycu here that it'will be done, Ido not dclirr*, 
neither fh'all 1 live till it fhall come to pafs, for fuch 
great Changes will not be made with cafe, but witll 
great Zeal. God preferVe the Pious, and (hew then! 
a way over the Mountains, where they may live fe- 
cure from this Sodomitifo Fire, A men - 

Of the Third fecret F /re, and the vronderfnl Stem that 

is engendered by it. 

That pious Philofophcr Bafil Valentine , in his 
Triumphant Chariot of Antifnony , teacheth, how to 
prepare a Stone by DiiiillaticJn and Rtdificaticn cut 
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of the pureft part of /mummy jand calls ic t; c Sums rf 
Fire becaufc this Sror*e is prepared by Fite cut cf,fieiy 
Subjects : And alfo bccaufe ir expelieih all Difcafes from 
the Body of Man. and confumcth them as common 
Fire doth Wood. He alfo faith, that this Firc-ftonc 
can tranfinute Silver into Gold, although in a fmall 
quantity. The highly experienced Fhilofophcr HH- 
rnont, makes mention of ahroft fuch a Stone, which 
he faith, he faw in EngFutd with one Butler , and 
tells of wonderful things that the faid Butler did with 
it. Now by rcafon ot my diligent fearch into Na¬ 
ture and the Bleifing of God, fuch a Stone hath fallen 
inro my hands, with which lean do tire fame things 
in Fhylick and Alchimy> which Bafl Valentine aferibes 
to his Fire*ltone, and Helmcnt to Butlers Stone : I 
could not but leave to poftericy, that ir is poilible to 
prepare this Scone out of Antimony, The Art con- 
iifts in this, that you firft bring the Antimony by Sub¬ 
limation , DiAillation and Rectification to the great- 
eft Subtilty^and afterwards again"*concentrate this fubtil 
Spirit into a hard Stone, which Stone when it is not 
fixed(being then ufeful in Medicine) is of a reddifh Co¬ 
lour, and eaiily melted, and penetrates all Bodies. But 
if by it you would graduate Silver into Gold, you 
muft fir It fix it, to abide the Cupel, but being once 
fixed, it will not then perform in Medicine what it 
would before. It is worth much more, when unfix¬ 
ed to be ufed in Phyfick, than when it is .fixed for 
the tinging of Silver. For the health of Men is more 
precious than Gold or Silver. And with an univerfal 
Medicine, that will Cure all internal and external Di- 
fcafes, you may get Gold and Silver enough. 1 have 
at this prefent time, but a very little of this Stone 
left, but am ref6lved in a little time to make a good 
quantity of it, that I may therewith ferve my fick 
Neighbours. For it works firange things as you (hall 
hereafter hear. This our Stone is fo powerful in its 
working, that we dare not give it in fubftance, for one 
Grain of it ferves for twenty Dofcs or more, and each 
of them hath power to expel from the Body whatfo- 
ever is hurtful. This Medicine opens all Obftrudii- 
ons, and you fhall hardly find any other comparable 
to it. The beft way to ufe it is to keep it whole, and 
not to powder it, and then it is fit to be ufed both 
inwardly and outwardly. If you will ufe it inwardly, 
then put a few bits of it into a Glafs, and pour Spirit 
of Wine upon it, in which a little Sugar is diffolved, 
and fo let it Hand till yon have occafion for it. If 
you will purge any Body with it, you muft put a few 
drops of it into afooonful of Wine or Eeer, or any 
other Liquor, and give it to the Patient, and order 
him to be kept warm, then the Medicine will work 
in his Body, like fire upon Wood, and confumc what¬ 
ever impeded his health, and drive it out by all the 
Emundtories, viz. by Vcmit, Stool, Sweat, Urine and 
Spitting, and leaves no impurity in the Body, and fo 
ir expels all Fevers and Agues, however diftinguiflied. 
It alfo cures the Plague, Lcprofie, Gout the falling 
Sicknefs in young and old. It takes away all obfiru- 
dtions of the Body, viz. of the Liver, Spleen, and 
Lungs, it expels all ill Humours, contained in the Ca¬ 
vity of the 2 borax and all other patts of the Body. 
1 his our Stone alio opens the Obftruftions of the Me- 
fenrays carries off all Slime, and Salt watry Humi- 
diries. It clcanfeth the Stomach and Guts from all 
pituirous and bilious S!ime. It alfo draws all hurtful 
Humours out of the Brain, takes away noife in the 
Fears, Comforts the hearing and fight, takes away 
every Toothach in a moment , faftens luofc 
Teeth, and hinders their fouling. It takes away all 


tile Vices of the Throat, Mouth and Tongue, and fcif- 
fers no imeleannefs or foulnefs ro abide thee. It is a 
pitty to fee that no Phylician hath a Pxemedy for the 
Toothach,but either pul'ing them out, or flopping them 
when hollow with ATrcofir^r or hot Oyls, which are in¬ 
deed no cure : Now forafmuch’ as this Difeafe troubled 
People of all Ages, and few know any Remedy for it, I 
think it necelTary tofet down a never failing Cure.'TTs 
true, moll Toothachs may be put off by Purging, and 
need not fo painful a Cure, as drawing. Out of Pity to 
thofe, who arc troubled with the Toothach from their 
infancy, I here declare the Remedy. Rt. Of our Fire- 
Hone,as much as a Pea,and put it into your Mouth,with 
half a Spoonful of Wine, keep it in your Mouth as 
long as you can, or fo long till the Stone hath drawn 
your Mouth full of Rheume, then fpit it out, and again 
put the Stone into your Mouth, with as much Wine as 
before, and keep it there till your Mouth is again 
fill’d with Rhume, then again fpit it out, and con¬ 
tinue doing this fo long, till you have fpit out half a 
Pint of Rhuemy Spittle^ not reckoning the Wine. The 
next day again draw out the fame quantity ^ do this 
every Morning falling fo long, till no flimy matter, 
but only a clear inlipid water comes out, which is a 
certain fign that your Head and Brain is freed from 
all fuperfluous Moillurc, When this is done, for agreat 
while you will be free from all noxious Rhumes, or 
Salt defluxions, which fall from the Head to the Teeth, 
and there caufe pain. This our Fire-Hone doth not 
only draw all noxious Humours from the Head, but 
alfo out of the Stomack, Lungs , Liver and Spleen, 
and carries them out of the Body, by the Mouth, ai 
well or better than any common Purge. Eut if ’the 
Body fhould be too full of ill Humours, fo that our 
Fire-flone, fhould not be able to draw them all out 
that way, then you muft take fome of it inwardly ex¬ 
tracted as before mentioned. But becaufc this cur 
Stone is yet unfixed, and therefore fometime caufeth 
Vomits, and fome are not able to bear Vomiting, there¬ 
fore you may prevent it, by putting diflilled Vinegar 
with Sugar upon the Stone, inffead of Brandy, and fo 
extradf it, and this Extract will caufe no Vomits, but 
only work by Stool : This is enough to be faid for the 
Cure of the Toothach. But if Parents were fuffici- 
ently knowing, and careful of their Children, they 
might in their Childhood prevent the greateff part of 
this Mifchef, by cauling them daily to wafh their 
Mouths, and behind their Ears, with cold water. But 
in thofe who are come to Maturity, our Fire-flone is 
the beft of Remedies and never fails. It alfo cures 
the Scurvy in the Mouth, when little hot Pimples ap¬ 
pear, and the decay or wathing of the Gums. This 
Stone being held in the Mouth with Wine, alfo pre- 
ferves Old Men from Apoplexies, Catarrhs, and the 
like. Let this fufiice to be fpoken concerning the Vir¬ 
tues of our I-ire-ftone, in the curing of internal Di- 
feafes. But becaufe the Variety of Diftempers is great, 
I will there fet down the true way of uling it, chac 
none may err in its Application. 

Of the true ttfe of this Mtdieint in Vifijf r. 

In all Fevers or Agues, let them be Quotidians, 
Tcrtans orQuartians, you muft alwa} s give our Me¬ 
dicine two hours before the fit, and keep the Patient 
from the cold Air. In the Plague, Pleuritic and other 
hot Fevers, you muft not delay the ufing of this Me¬ 
dicine, but as foon the Patient is taken, give him a 
Dofe of our Medicine, let work with him in a 
warm Room. And if the Difeafe abate not, give him 
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the next day another Dofe more or lcTs-> according to the 
condition of the Difeafe and the Patient. And you 
muft beware of Bleeding, if the Patient be ftrong e- 
jiough to endure a Purge, but if the Patient fhould 
not have fufficient firength, and yet the heat en- 
creafe, then you may abate the heat by taking away a 
little Blood, but nor too much, that the firength may 
not be exhaufied with the Blood, and the evil yet re¬ 
main in his Body/for by Purging, only that which is 
hurtful is expelled, and the good remains. 

In theEpikpfie, you muft ufe this Medicine only 
every other , or every Third day , as long as there 
fhall be occafion. 

In the Stone of the Kidneys and Bladder, once in 
a Fortnight. 

Jn the Dropfic, once a Week. 

Jn the Cholick, once after you have ufed a Clyfter. 

In the Lcprolic, once a Week. 

In rhe Gout of all forts, once in three or four Days, 
until the pain is gone. 

In Obftrudtions of the Lungs, Liver, Spleen and 
Mefentery,once. or twice one alter another. 

In the Venereal Difeafe,you mufiufeit every Third 
day, and Sweat between whiles, till the Difeafe is gone. 

Jn the kiyrocondriac^ Melancholy, Scurvy and the 
like Difierrpers, which proceed from Salt and Chole- 
rick Blood, you muft take a Dofe every Third day, 
till the Difeafe is gone. 

In all forts of Scabs and impurity of the Skin, which 
proceed from watery B!ood, you muft take it once or 
twice, and apply outwardly a fixed whire Sulphur . 

In the Dyfenrery or Bloody Flux, ufe it but once 
and it ftays the Flux. 

Of the outward ZJfc of our f ire-Stone. 

If our Antimonial Fire-ftone be boyled for fome 
hours in Sallad-oyl, it draws out of it many Virtues, 
fo that being only outwardly applyed, it doth much 
good inPhyfick. The Oyl becomes red in the boyl- 
ing, and if it doth not fo, it is a fign, that it hath 
not been well boyled, but if it be well done v it will 


do what I here fay. Firft, this Oyl is good to heal 
all firefh Wounds, and old Sores, if you dip Pledgets 
in it, and lav them thereon, and fo keep it from the 
Air with a Plaifter of Wax. It alfo cures all Bruifes, 
being anointed with it, or a Cloth dipt in it, and 
laid over rhe Bruife. A little Cotton being dipt in it, 
and applyed to the Navel with a Nutfhcl, purgeth 
thofe, who arc calily moved, as well, as if they had 
taken it inwardly: And if being fo applyed, it fhould 
not work with Men, that are not eaiily moved, you 
may injeT a Dram of it Clyftcrwife by a Syringe, and 
then it will open the Body, and carry all flime and 
filth from the Guts, and is certainly the beft Remedy 
in the,World againft the Cholick* For it doth not on¬ 
ly draw what is bad out of the thick Guts, as Cly- 
fters do, but alfo out of the fmall Guts, yea even out of 
the Stomach, to the eafe and admiration of the Patient. 
This Oyl alfo applied to the Navel and Clyfterwife, im¬ 
mediately hc]psWomen>whoarc troubled with the Suffo¬ 
cation of the Matrix,for which Difeafe the World cannot 
afford a bctterRemedy.And without doubt thisOyl hath 
many more Virtues than 1 yet know,but time will difeo- 
ver them y for I have not had it long, but am refclved 
to have a good quantity of it made to ferve the Sick : 
And no doubt, but in afhort time this high Medicine 
of the Stone and Oyl, will be known to all Europe. 
For it will far outdoethe whole Galemck^ Apparatus of 
Medicine. Certainly thofe Phyficians, who ferve in 
Armies, fhould not be without this incomparable Me¬ 
dicine, which is of fo fmall Carriage,and doth fo great 
things, for one Ounce of this will make at the 
leaft a Toufand Dofes, and fo by confequence many 
may be cured by it. If every Chyrttrgian in an Army, 
(hould have but half an Ounce of this Stone, for in¬ 
ward ufe, and fome Ounces of the Red Balfome, for 
outward ufe, the Lives of many Souldicrs would be 
faved, which for want of it muft dye. The threatning 
of Armies is already over our Heads. God fend us 
what is good for our Souls, and preferve the Pious 
from evil. And fo w T c end this Book of the Ftre - 
(tones. If it pleafe God, the Seventh part of the Pro- 
fperityof Germany fhall Ihottly follow. 
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De Purgatono Philoiophorum : 

o R, 

A TREATISE concerning the Purifying Fire 

of the Wife Men. 

With which, the Pbilofophcrs cleanfc their Mineral’, Animal, and Ve¬ 
getable Subjects, and exalt them to the highcfl degree of Purity, in 
order to prepare llniverfal Medicaments from them, for the Bo¬ 
dies of Men and Metals. 

Winch Purgatory Fire is Called Yfopaica, by the ancient Pbilofophcrs, 
that is, to fay, the Art of wafhing with Fire. 

*Together , with a fubjoyned infiruttion, how, by means of the Salt of 
the World, out of all Metals and Minerals, a living Mercury may 
in quantity be prepared. 

From the High-Dutch faithfully STranfated into Englifh. 


Reader, 

I F any wonder at the Title of this little Book, 
let them know, it agrees very well with the 
Matter it treats of, forafmuch as all things that 
are cleanfed with Fire, may truly be faid to be 
purified by means of a Purgatory. There are indeed 
befides this, many other ways of cleanfing as by Wa¬ 
ter, Lye, Soap, and other moift things > but that way 
cannot properly be called a Purgatory, nor any other, 
but what is done by Fire. I intend in this Book to 
treat of three forts of Purgatories, viz. Firfi, of the 
fecret flaming Purgatory, orcleanling Fire of the Phi- 
lofophers, made of Alcolized Spirit ot Wine, where¬ 
with they purifie the Souls of Vegetables, Animals and 
Minerals, dignifying them thereby to enter their Hea¬ 
ven. 

The other Purgatory God makes ufe of, to purifie 
his dear Children here in this Vale of Mifery, to make 
them abhor fin, and fit them, after many afflictions, 
and torments endured, for a Tranflation with all 
Saints, into his heavenly Kingdom, there to behold 
his Face to all Eternity. 

The Third Purgatory is,that of which the Cbrijliaitt 
of old have Writ,and is to this day frill believed by the 
Church of Rome, viz. that the Souls of the deceafed, 
when by the guilt of deadly fins, they are not im¬ 
mediately funk down into the eternal Hellifh Pains, 
are in this Purgatory cleanfed of the pardonable fins 
they have comn itted in this Life, 3nd arc made wor¬ 
thy to enter into eternal Joy and Salvation. 

Now what this Purgatory is, which no Peifon li¬ 
ving is able to give an experimental and true groun¬ 
ded Account of, we will, it it pkafeCod,a little en¬ 


quire into, after that we have firft expofed to view,' 
and unanfwerably afferted the truth of the two fore¬ 
going Purgatories, which our eyes have feen, and our 
hands have handled. 

Concerning the Firfi' Purgatory. 

The Firft Purgatory, or cleanfing Fire of the Philo— 
fophers, with which they prepare their Univerfal and 
particular Medicines for Cure of all Subjeds of the 
the three Kingdoms of the World, hath been moft care¬ 
fully concealed by them. I have indeed formerly, of 
Friendfhip and Goodwill, revealed this Fire, with its 
moft profitable life, to fome Pcrfons, by which means 
others unworthy have began to perceive fomething of 
it, and ufed their uttnoft endeavours to attain the full 
knowledge of this high Secret , and have fo far 
fuccceded, as tounderftand it in part, viz. the life of 
common Spirit of Wine, which is a confidcrable in¬ 
gredient of the faid Philofophick Purgatory Fire. 

But after all their ferching, they never attained the 
knowledge of theSjftof Art, by which the Spirit of 
Wine is Alcolized , which is the beft and chief ingre¬ 
dient of this Fire. Forafmuch then, as the Spirit of 
V\ ine is thus known, and will probably yet further be 
divulged i I have thought good to publifh it my felf, 
and to communicate the Secret to all. But as for the 
fecret Salt of Art, whereby the Spirit of Wine isacua- 
.ted and fortified, and is the proper Agent for Meliora¬ 
ting of Vegetables, Animals and Minerals, and where¬ 
by they are brought to the higheft degree of Purity, 
none hitherto haye been able to entice it from me. 
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The Purgatory of Pbilofopbers. 


Part ill* 


and 1 mill that for time to come I (hall be more cau- 
nous of communicating ought to ialic and wicked 

Men. # r . 

Let no Man therefore imagine Spirit of \\ me to be 

the fee ret Fire cf Artepbius, whereby fume Minerals 
and Metals, without any foregoing reparation of the 
pure from the impure,may without any diminution of 
their weight be changed into a mere pure Tinttute. 
No in no’ wife, for no Spirit of Wine hath any fitch 
power. But as for what limple Spirit ot Wine is able 
to perform, that we will here declare, and no more 
at this time. I doubt not but many will perfuade 
thcmfelvcs, that in having the Spirit of Wine, they 
arc Mailers of the whole Secret , but that’s a great 
mill a he, lie that queliions it, kt him-read Artepbius, 
Tout mis. and fomc few others who write of it, and 
he will.find that a limple Spirit of Wine hath no re- 
femhlance with the tire of Artepbius. , 

For the Phiiofophers who write of it tell us, that 
their Fire ails as a proper Agent on its Patient , with an 
tnvifible Flame, continually, equally in one and the fame 
decree, and at la(i changes it into pure 7 inatire. WInch 
things cannot be faid of Spirit of Wine, which doth 
rot burn continually, equally, or invitibly, from 
whence it is apparent, that Spirit of Wine is not the 
Fire of Artepbius , nor can -be compared with it.^ 

Now what this Fire of Artepbius is, has bcenfuffi- 
ciently declared by me, in my Treatife of the Threefold 
Fire, and therefore unneceftary to write more of it 
here. It remains only for me to declare, how Vege¬ 
tables, Animals, and Minerals with the help of any 
burning Spirit, not only that of W ine, but ol Corn, 
Honev Fruits, Leaves or era's may be moll highly 
purified, and reduc’d to the Hlghefl Medicines 

In my little Treatife of Ehas the sirup, I have 
taught at large how to bring the EiTcnces of Metals, 
Stones, Vegetables and Animals over the Helm, by 
means of an Alcolifed Spirit of Wine, and to prepare 
univetfa! Medicaments from them, to which therefore 


The fccond thing which is confiant, permanent, in' 
corruptible and invincible is Truth, which cannot be 
fupprcTsM by any Lies or oppolition whatfoever Op- 
prefied fhe may be, but not totally ftipptclTcd (or 
God himfelf is the Truth, and as God cannot be 
overcome, fo neither can Truth. 

The third-and hft incorruptible fubjefl in the 
World, is rlie Immortal Soul of Man \ tor whatfoever 
Afflictions or Perfecutions a good Man fufftrs from 
wicked Men, can not in the lead hurt his Soul, but 
Terve only to purifie, exair, and enoble it. The more 
Gold ftiffers in the Fire, the better and purer it be¬ 
comes, and as true it is, that the Soul by the adverfi- 
tics of time, becomes refined and graduated to the 
height of Purity, being by this Earthly Purgatory dig¬ 
nified and prepared for Eternal Glory. 

But to return to our purpofe, which is to (hew that 
the clcanling of Vegetables, Animals and Alinerals, 
mufi be performed by their own Purgatory, viz,, a com¬ 
mon burning Spirit. We will begin with Wine, as 
being a very noble Creature, and fee what good thing 
may be had from it, by means of its own Purgatory or 
Clcanling Fire, which without it could never have 
been brought to Light. 

Now to fpcak fundamentally of this matter, we 
mud fird of all know, that fcvcral different Spirits lie 
hid in Wine, which alfo may feparately be diftilPd 
from it. As in the fird place the known burning Spi¬ 
rit *, next that Spirit which is diftilPd from Crude 
lartar , which is of a quite different nature from that 
which is diftilPd from Wine, or its Lees, which be¬ 
ing kindled burns away in Flame, confuming all the 
Sulphur, leaving nothing but the incombuftible Mercury 
or Effential Salt behind, and that in a very fmall quan¬ 
tity, but of great Virtue whereas the Spirit of lartar 
which is didillM by Retort , though it be much more 
fubtil and penetrative than the burning Spirit, yet*will 
not fufFcr it felf to be.kindled or burnt away, being 
otberwife of great ufe in all Tartarcous Difeafcs, and 
obftruTions of the Body. 

There is alfo an Antinephritical Spirit diftilPd from 
the fixed Salt of lartar with diftilPd Vinegar, which 


1 refer the Lover of Art. 

And will now proceed to declare, to how good pur- 
Snirir nf Wine may be made ufe of in Phylick. 

\Vc al?knmv that in general there arc but two ways of afterwards fusers if felf to be fublimed, and being di 
clcanling impure thirigs, viz. IVater and Fire. Now { 

Water can only take away thofe defilements that are 
outward and fuperficial, not being able to pierce to the 
Center -, whereas Fire does not only purge the out- 
lide, but even tliat which is in-molt, feparatmg the 
impure for the pure, as hath already been mention d. 

We know alfo, that the Flame of Fire can confumc 
nothing but its like, viz. the Combufiible Sulphur, but 
cannot confumc the incombuftible Mercury, nor dc- 
firoy burn, or annihilate it, the Flames fervingonly 
to meliorate and exalt it. For the Mercury of all things 
can no way better be purged than by Fire, by which 

, 1 it 1 *_«»<■>" nkvnvc hf tound 


(Filled yield a very ftrong Spirit, of which time doth 
not permit to treat at prefent. We will only, point, 
out to you, by what means the moft glorious Mercury 
and Effential Salt of Wine, may moft eafily be obtained, 
and what great things may be perform’d by it in Phy- 
fick. 


chough it he driven away, yet may always be found 
again, as being incombuftible. 

For Mercury is the bell and parch of tire three 
Principles, forafmuch as it cannot be hurt by any Ele¬ 
ments, not by the inolV violent Fire, much ltfs de- 
droyed, becaufe it is throughout Hemogeneal. . 

There are three things in the World winch be in¬ 
corruptible, the fird ot which is the Mercury ot Ve¬ 
getables, Animals and Minerals, which,.when y its 
F.ncmy the Fire, it is tormented, and driven .rom its 
Body, lofeth none ol its \ irtues, but is only punned 
thereby. This incombudible Soul of Vegetables, Ani¬ 
mals and Minerals, is one of tho'e three things in the 
Wo.Id, which are fixed, cendant, and unpcrilhable in 
all- trials and confii&s whatfoever. 


ft. Of while Tartar well pulveriftd i /. Spirit of 
Salt i /. and half, mix thefc well together, and fill there¬ 
with the fourth part of a Glafs Body, and pour on 3 /. 
of Spirit of Wine, lute the head on immediately, for 
when thefe two Antagonifts, the Acid Crude lartar y 
and Xlrinous Salt of 7 artar meet, they furioufly attack 
each other, and in their Conflict fend forth a very fub¬ 
til Spirit, and a glorious Effential Salt, which Mer¬ 
cury the Spirit of Wine when diftilled carries over with 
it. When now this Spirit of W ine being kindled burns, 
away, the Mercury or molt pure EffcntialS./ft is there-. 
By loofened, and with the Flame goes over into the 
Receiver, where it is caught of the Phlegm, from 
which being feparated by diftillation in a Vaporous 
Bath ’tis fit (or ufe. This Otdeftial Salt of Wine is 
of wonderful Virtue, concerning which I have given a 
full account in fomc of mylaft puh'ifhcd Writings. 

Its Virtues are chiefly thefe? Ic has the Preemi¬ 
nence of all Medicaments whatfoever, in curing the 
Stone, Gout, and the 1 kc Tartarous Drfeafes. More¬ 
over 
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fhU Heavenly Salt penetrates the whole Body,I, In this way we nwyc*lly,ami in a mannerwithout 
over mis nv. i ftrengthenS the Heart, Bruin, labour or any conSidctabletliargcs, procure a runnirlg 

» m '—atry tioiti all MinCrals ] 3 nd Metals *, whj 


° pC | n5 ii* viM* Pafts^ls a powerful Diaphoretic!; ami 
vL 3 c ck S any ore may eaf.ly i ?g tne, that 
!Seffence of Wine, when parihed by its own 
» *^ 4 rrtifl needs exert wonderful efte^ts, and 

JfffJS, “te "ands of a ski,,',., Fhytician , 

ot which more he'eata- , mJns cf ils „wn 

1 h““« ScirtT may be feparaicd an excellent Volatile 
h” , Aa Ss Sner. kiiWe .be 0,1 of VVtnc, 
thic’h b, a nillaiion is go, out of the Lee, tn . #.«B 

E” pW, Tba doni, kindle !he Spin, of wine, 

sf^tU“K d w-5r^re 

driven front Tartar by a K«»», and t! ol great virtue, 

' Lh for its loathfomfcent it cannot be ufed) a 

verv* powerful-Volatile Salt may be obtained, by burn- 

very p° Q , a burning Spirit, which 

Vola *sJi by there Purging Fiamealofahits ioatl" 
fom fmell, and'ma, be made ufe of,n Phyfck, a, 
that before mentioned prepared ft dm Wine 
‘ Accordingto this methbd ot obtaining theMmrry 
r wr • ' wp mav proceed with all other A egctables, 

° f P feSrate the/ pure' incombullible Mercury, by 
?inJ fepar L fe : r o v .ls with their’own or any ether 

burning Spirit, by which '^anf the Volatile rV/ere»r» 

IS l/fs ht to be obferv’d, that all Oyls diftill’d from 

Herbs whofe floweis tefemble Stars, do yield more 

Voat'ie^ Salt, than the diftiir?! Oyl of other Hephs- 

*..«• .u r A Herbs cannot be had frefh and green, wc 
.When thefeHtrb?,can more . Qj , and Vp . 

TvL 'tal than : titc Herbs themfelves. In like manner 

, n f A n mM from Seeds,ahM more Volatile Silt 

3 l l 0 ;y l S ’ r>* wlhich afe*Forc’d fcWRoots, Stalks, Leaves 

tha wood • the Seed always abounding with moreVo- 

Tl Sail than an’y" other part of the Vegetable Hand 

3 t! „0 God hath placed, the growing and multi- 
that becaufe God hatn p ^ the}r ^ from when . ce 

P fo' n the fame is moft eafily feparable for the ufe and fer- 
alf ° th f e w,‘ In particular, the Seeds of Annts, Feq- 

Cumin, ae^s. Sentry and 

^So 1 Uke^r^yiEiicretnental and Supeiflnou, Egej 

Beaft l r Bealls and Birds, as alfo their feathers, do, 

tr ' cn i :,u Volatile Salt. ‘ Amongft thefe we mav 
‘h?"n J p „ SmbS Soot, and Smith', CoaM'tvhen 
a f° ninktae Ovloi any of thefe i,‘burnt away, the re- 
Wtning Effentu! Sat, will p.ocute the PhyMn, RO* 
j't! nnd the Patient s.help and eafe. i( 

ar * xheSeeds of Henbane and Tobacco do yield a very 
The r ,ci fo Hkewife do the'dirtill’d Oyls of Spj. 
^ftcll aV.£fe made by ExpteiTton adbrdamCI 

excellent Volatile being bujnt away, b >’ mc ? nS 

for Minerals and 


A/eratry tiom all Minerals 3 and Metals •, which AiA*- 
cury o( Metals futRrs ic feif afterwards to’bc fixed into 
a irue Tincture tor Men and Petals, by rncans of its 
proper Agent and Secret ever-burning Fire, and this 
eafily without any lots of weight, which cannot be 
expected froTi a common Mercury, and Therefore wc 
in tilt be provided ot a Metallick Mercury if we would 
do this feat. A hn % Ve>;u< , and Mercury ^are the belt 
amongft the meaner Metals for this purpofe, as yield¬ 
ing the belt Mercury, btu the Mrcitriu of 'Sol and Luna 
are the be Id of all. And it is a thing that deferves our 
wonder, that from fuch Compact Bodies, as thofe 
Homogeneal Metals are, which arc accounted indivi 
fible, a Volatile Mercury (hould be feparaicd. Indeed 
had I not done it my fclf, I lhould hardly have been 
perfuaded of its poifibility. Refufcitarivc Salts are 
thconly means to effect this Wonder, and whofoevdr 
knows in due manner to applv them to Metals, to hint 
it is an caJie thing, yea, Childrens play, in one days 
time, without toil or labour, to feparate a running 
Mercury from all Metals and Mineral*. There is oriu 
only Salt in the World, which has a power above 
others to revivifie Metals, cofls nothing, and is ’every 
where to be had in abundance : This contemptible 
Salt the Thilofophers have always concealed, faying, 
that it U caji out uponVun^bilfy and as much bdoied cf 
the Wifi-* M it is hated and defpifed by tools. 

In this Salt greater fecrets lie hid, than in the Salt 
of Art before mentioned, which cannot be had with¬ 
out toil and labour •, but this onr more fecret Rcfufci- 
tative Salt of Art doth far eXccll that, for it not only 
exalts and rftultiplies the colours of Sail and Luna as 
(veil as that, but alfo radically opens all Metalline Sub¬ 
jects whatsoever, feparating their pureft Mercury from 
the grof$/^e/, and brings it over with it felf, which 
no other Salt in the \Vorid can do. There are indeed 
fome other Salts to be found, which in fome degree do 
refufeitate Metals, and feparate a running Mercury, as 
Salt of Tartar, Vrine^nd the like, but are not compa¬ 
rable with our refufeitarive Salt of Art, which, for all 
them, continues the undoubted Monarch over all Salts. 
There are Very few to be found, who are able with fo 
much eafe and little charge to fepafatea running Mer¬ 
cury in quantity from Metals, and fix the fame into a 
true Tindhlre. Wherefore we fhould make it ourbu- 
iinefs (6 enquire into the nature of Salts, and learn to 
know their feveral ufes*, becaufe in Salts great good 
lids hid*, which few believe or apprehend. Plato in¬ 
deed was of opinion, that fomething Divine was con¬ 
tain'd in our common Salt *, and other. Philafophei 5 
have not (luck to fay, that in the Sun and Salt is Al\ 
He that doth not know what Fire and Salt arc % knov\s 
nothing f and 1 deferves-not the name of i Philcfp'- 

pher. ‘ J * V* 

And.hhns much fhalPfufficc concerning Fire and 

Salt, aild the great things that may be'performed by 
them. He therefore who 'dilires to approve hin.ftlf 
a ^ood Phyficiafi oi Chymilt, let hifa llddy the nature 
0 f°Fire and Sat, and learn to dtftinguifiyhem, for 
without this he 1 never doatiy thing to purj&ie jn either 

faculty., ... • . , 

To return now to our Spagirical Paf^tory, anJ 
fhew that the Philofophers by means thereof 'perform¬ 
ed their greateft Arcana: Patxalfui alone, the Mo- 

.L ^ 'i OL «<■ 'Sic n OiAiriPnf TVf? t ITiHr.V 


for Minerals anu ^ f |' v : nP - Vfcld a cu tm,. . . . , 

they are brought into a ft,on | S P'" . virtl |s of Ve : 1 narch" 6 f Phyficians, gives .\is a fufficient Tcfitmonv 
much better Mercury, whetet . •arefarmorC hercfeO when, treating of the Element of Tire, in lu; 

gables are coneentred y ^ Bbok of Sulphur he faith, That if a PhylTcian have 

tfticacious than any \ egctaoic ^ /; j-ytarropvfthisSccrets'tlieElementofftiefromSM/- 

whether of Men or Metab. ' ° S fbur 
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phur, he is not a Phyfician, but a-O my 

dear Paracelfus, thou art not to be blamed for thy zea¬ 
lous inveighing againft thofe Lazy Lubbatds, and if 
thjr words be Autlientick, ’tis to be feared that fcarce 
one good Phyfician will be found in all Germany , for- 
afmuch as the Element of Fire of Sulphur is utterly 
unknown. But this cannot be faid, for that befides 
this Element of Fire, there be feveral other good Me¬ 
dicaments a Phyfician tnay prepare. Yet forafmuch as 
I have writ fomewhat of it here, I hope it may ftir 
up fome to fearc!] after it, and lo learn to prepare iheit 
Medicines by Fire , becaufe whatfoever can without 
hurt or lofs abide the Fire, the fame molt needs be 
very pure and good. 

"David to this purpofe gives us a fimilitude of Luna-, 
which mud fometimes pais the Fire, before it attain 
its utmoft purity. This art of cleanfing things with 
Fire, was by the Philofophers of old termed Tfopaica, 
of which fee Paracelfus. 

It is to admired, that how black or fmutty foever 
any thing be, after it is wafh’d by Fire, it becomes 
fnow white •, which the Mercury driven by Fire from 
black Sulphur and Mars, is alone a fufficient proof of, 
in which whitenefs the faireft Red lies hid. That 
Tfopaica, or the Art of Wafhing with Fire, and there¬ 
by changing Black to'White, was in ufe amongft the 
Ancients, feems probable from David’s words, when 
he cries to God » Purge me with Hyfop, and I Jhall be 
clean, n>ajh me, and 1 Jhall be whiter then fnow: David 
here defires nothing elfe, than to have his Soul, which 
yygfe£ole black by Sin, wafhed and purged by the Fire 
^iyStfJFthe Holy Ghoft, and therefore by way of Compa- 
rifon he mentions Tfopaica , or the Art of Walhing 
black things white by Fire. In a word, this Art of 
Wafhing things fnow-white by a Philofophical Purga¬ 
tory Flame, appears to be the head skill of Philofophy, 
Phyfick and Alchimy. 

And forafmuch as I have here made mention of 
'Tfopaica , I hope I fball not be thought tedious, if I 
fet down fome more inftances. of cleanfing black and 
impure things by Fire. For feeing this excellent and 
incomparable Art has for fome hundred years been in 
a manner wholly loft, Paracelfus being the firft that 
hath renewed the knowledge of it, I have thought 
good at prefent to reftore this Royal Art to its former 
luftre and glory, wherewith it fhone forth in the 
Schools of the Kings of Egypt , where thofe of the 
Blood Royal were taught and inftru&ed in the fame. 
In which Schools Mofes alfo (as bting the Adopted 
Son of Pharaoh's Daughter ) had his Education, be¬ 
ing there inftru&ed in all the Wifdom and Skill of the 
Egyptians. 

in thofe times this Tfopaica, or Art of Wafhing with 
Fire was in great efteem and flourifhed, which was 
the caufe of the great Riches and Puiflance of the 
Egyptians, which continued till the Monarchy was 
made fubjelt to the Romans , and yet even then, be¬ 
ing PofTeftors of Tfopaica and Cbryfopeia , they foon 
put themfefves into a condition again of difpuling 
their Liberty with the Romans, and rebelled againft 
them > and though by the prevailing Power of the 
Romans they were ftill overcome, yet did they often 
reiterate their Revolt ■, Until at laft the Emperor Dio¬ 
cletian being informed that their Art of Chymiftry 
was their inexhauftible Treafure, which ftill encou¬ 
raged them to rebell, fent a great Army amongft 
them, with Orders to Ranfack all Places for Books 
treating of that Art, and commit them to the Flames i 
which done, they quietly afterwards endured the Ro¬ 
man Yoak, which before, on every occafion, they were 


ready to fhake off. By the fame means alfo. the faid 
Art has been as it were totally loft, which I am not 
without hopes to reftore again, and if Death fhould 
chance to prevent me, yet will it afluredly be done 
after my Death by EI>m the Arii/i. I have indeed al¬ 
ready in fome of my laft Treatifes fo plainly writ of 
this Art, that any one, who is any thing skilful in the 
Fire, may become Maftcr of the Art. , 

To return then to Tfopaica, I fay. I have already 
communicated the ufe of a Burning Spirit, by means 
whereof all ftinking, impure. Vegetable, Animal, and 
eafily inflamable Mineral Subjells, may be wafhed to 
the higheft degree of Purity, with which great things 
may be performed, efpecially in Phyfick, and fuch as 
are impoflibleto be done by any known way. Indeed 
by this alone moft profitable difeovery, I have difeo- 
vered a new World of Art, which for fo many hun¬ 
dred years has been unknown *, and I doubt not, but 
this way of wafhing with Fire willferve for a fhining 
Light to lead Phyficians to the true Spagyrical Phy¬ 
fick. . , 

Thus much fhall fuffice to have fpoken concerning 
the moift fiery wafhing by means of a Burning Spirit •, 
it remains now to declare in what manner the Com- 
pa&eft Metals,and Precious as well as Common Stones, 
may by a dry cleanfing Fire be meliorated. For a 
Spirit of Wine is much too weak to pletce the Bodies 
of CompaH Metals, and to wafh them to a perfett 
cleannefs i wherefore we are to look out for a ftronger 
Wafh-Fire, which may be able to Mailer the fixt as 
well as unfixt Metals. Now Art hands to us a certain 
dry Wafh-Fire, wherewith the Ancients meliorated 
all Metals and Stones •, but this dry Fire has'never been 
publtfhed, neither know I any Author that hath writ 
plainly of it, fave only Paracelfus in his Coclum Philo- 
fopborum, where fpeaking of Mercury , he deferibes this 
flaming Wafh- Fire, viz. ^t.Of Tartar part jv Sulphur p.ij. 
Nitre p. iij. being well mixed together, ufe them. 
Paracelfus calls this Compofition a good fluxing Pow¬ 
der > but hints at other things, as appears by thofe 
words he places before the Defcription of the faid Ful¬ 
minating Powder, ziz.. Pulvis adole Verbenas , which 
words conceal a great Myftery, as will prcfently ap¬ 
pear. 

The Compofition of Paracelfus may be meliorated 
by taking only one part of Sulphur, Tartar ij. and 
Nitre iij. and is a very good Wafh-Fire. There be 
alfo many more and better Wafh-Fires for to Purific 
and exalt Metals, of which we fhall hear anon. Fol¬ 
lows now the ufe of the forefaid Wafh-Fire. 

And firft it is fo be obferved, that to the end this 
Fire may have the better effelt, the Ingredients muft 
be pure, dry, and very well poudred, for by how 
much purer the Ingredients be, the ftronger is the 
Fire. When therefore we have a mind to wafh any 
Metal therewith , fuppofe impure Sol or Luna , we 
muft file the fame very fmall, and then mixing three or 
four parts of the faid Powder with if in a Crucible, 
kindle the mixture with a red-hot Coal, and the 
Flame thence arifing will confume all the impurities 
of the Metal, or feparate them as drofs, the pure Me¬ 
tals finking as a Regulus to the bottom. And if the 
Operation be duly performed, the Regulus will be as 
fine as if it had pafs’d the Cupel. 

If we defirc yet further to increafc the ftrength of 
this Fulmen or Wafh-Fire, we may take inftead of 
Tartar half the quantity of the Saw-duft of dry Lime- 
tree, which affords a much ftronger Flame than Tartar , 
and confequently better purges impure Metals. With 
this ftrortg Fire we may in a moment purifie a fmall 

quantity 
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Another Rapid Fulmen changing Iron and Steel inti 
Good Gold. 


quantity of Sol or Ltim if we pleafe, in a Nutfticl } 
which I do’nr mention hetc as a thing of Profit, but 
only of Curiofity, and to (hew the force of this Fire. 

N. B. If we defire to make ufe of this Wafh-Fire to 
Profit, We muft not take a Common Nitre or Sulphur , 
but fuch a Sulphur as burns fafter than the Common, 
and the Nitre muft be purified, whereof more here¬ 
after. 


A Good Fulmen or powerful cleanfhg Fire for to pu~ 
rife the Common Mercifty, fo at afterwards it may 
be eafily fixed. 

\Vc are to know, that the Common Mercury con¬ 
tains in it felf an extraordinary fiery Spirit, which 
hinders it from being a Compaft Metal, and keeps it 
in continual Flux like a Molten Metal, and makes it fo 
difficult a work to fix it: Now if we can but extln- 
guiih this Fire in him, he’l be eafily reducible to a 
Compact Metallick Body. 

It is notorious, that always a greater Flame over¬ 
comes and fwallows up the lefler ■> to extinguiih there¬ 
fore this Fire in Mercury , we cannot do better, than 
make ufe of a ftrong Fulmen, vih\chParacclfus hints with 
thofe words, Pulvie A dole Verbena, as if he had fald, 
Go Fulmen and burn the Wings of that Volatil Bird, 
that he may flic no more. But the Fulmen he there 
deferibes will not do it, a fironger muft be made ufe 
of in that cafe. .Tqthis purpofe I have made many 
trials in my Youth, but have found none better than 
the Fulmen of Jupiter , Which takes as follows. 

?£. Of Crude Mercury and fine Jupiter each j I. 
tnelt the Jupiter in a Crucible, and vyhen it begins to 
cool, pour the Merctiry upon it, and the heated Ju • 
pittr wiii take to it felf the Mercury , ahd become an 
Araalgama, which Amalgama muft with dry and pu¬ 
rified Nitre be ground upon a Stone. This done IJt. 
of the ftrong Fluxing Powder abovefaid, the fame 
quantity as the Amalgatha and Nitre , and grind them 
well together, and then the Mixture is ready for 
kindling. But* the Operation muft be performed In the 
open Air, where the Wind may carry away the poifo- 
fious Fumes. The Mixture may be put into a ftrong 
Earthen Pot, and after Detonation, there will remain 
a Mafs difficult to Flux, which being Cupell'd, and 
feparated by Aq. Fort, affords a confiderable quantity of 
Sol and Luna , abundantly recompenfing the coft and 
labour of the Operation. After that the Mixture is 
kindled, the Matter muft be often ftirred with a red- 
hot Irony to the end that no part may remain unkindlcd, 
but that the whole Mats may be red-hot throughout. 

Another Fulmen to graduate Venus into Luna. 

Pi. Of the fOrefaid Fluxing Powder of Sulphur , Tar¬ 
tar and Nitre, and grind with itiv Ounces of Mercury of 
Luna , and lay the fame weight of thin Plates of Venut 
SSS. with your fofefald Compofition, kindle the Mals, 
and the proceedingFlames will graduate fome part of the 
Vemu into good and fix Luna with confiderable profit, 
the Operation being rightly performed. With the 
fame Fulmen, $ may be graduated into G, and for- 
afmuch as it doth not melt, it’s better than Venus for this 
way of working ^ Needles are beft for this purpofe. 


Ik. Of the abovefaid Fluxing Powder, iv or v p t . mix 
with it j £ or half an Outice of Aurum Fulminant pre¬ 
cipitated from the Aqua Regia , not with Salt of Tartar , 
but With Salt of Urine \ with this Fulmen and Steel 
Needles make SSS. in a Crutible. Let not the Needles 
be above j § weight, elfe rhe Fulmeti will not be able 
to graduate (hem wholly into Sol. This Procefs well 
managed affords a good increafe of Sol. It is alfo no 
contemptible Curiofity to fee Needles chang’d to Sol, 
their priftine form remaining. I took once 20 or 30 
Needles, which I put with their points up to the midft 
in the faid Fulmen, their upper halves remaining un¬ 
touch’d by it , and after Fulmination took out the 
Needles, the lower part of which was pure Sol, the 
upper continuing Iron, which I diftributed amongft 
my Friends and Lovers of Art for a remembrance.' 
The fame may be performed with Nails. 

Now though in this Gradation of $ there be no 
very great Profit, yet neither is there any Iofs *, and be- 
Gdes the Curiofity of it, is a convincing demonftra- 
tion that <J without depofing any Tbrrcftreity, may 
have it’s whole Body changed into Sol. 

N. B. The remaining Fulmen may with a little Nitre 
be melted down to a Rcgulut , by which means the 
Sol is recover’d, and fo we have our graduated Needles 
for nothing. 

N. B. When we have a mind to make ufe of the 
Fulmen of ©, we had beft place the Crucible, in 
which the Fulmen and Mart is, in a large glafed Ear¬ 
then Veflel, and as (oon as it is kindled cover the 
Crucible, that the Fulmen may not fly abroad, or if 
any does, it may flick to the fides of the Pot, which’ 
being wiped off with a Feather, may be reduced with 
the remaining Fulmen in the Crucible, that there may 
be no lofs. 

N. B. It happens fometimes, when (00 great a 
quantity of <J is taken to be graduated to o, and 
the Flame too ftrong, that the Needles melt into one, 
efpecialiy if they be laid too clofe together. 

N. B. In Cafe, the Needles fkould not in the firft 
Fulmination be wholly changed to O, the Work may 
be repeated with frefh fluxing Powder. And if any 
one defires more Profit from this Operation, let him 
mix fome of the Amalgabta of u and y with the Gol¬ 
den Fulmen , and Fulminate with the fame Needlec, 
or thin Iron Wier, by which means the y will better 
diflufethe graduating o, or Spirit throughout the $, 
and fo more of it becomes changed into O. . 

N. B. He that would draw confiderable Profit 
from this Operation, had beft perform it in a clofe 
earthen Veflel, with a large Recipient fitted to it, for 
to catch the y, which may be ufed again, by which 
means that gain will be rnorl. 

N. B. For to make this Work yet more gainful, 
We may inftead of the © mix with the Fulmen of v 
and y, fome fine powdred Red, Brown, of black Peb¬ 
bles, which arc found in running Water, and break 
as fraooth as Glafs, and contain much Volatile ©, 
grinding thefn well together. This Fulmen when kind¬ 
led, drives the Volatile © but of the Pebbles, and be¬ 
ing received by u and y is fixed by them, by which 
means much © and D maybe had out of 2 and £. 
Out of thefe Pebbles with Aqua Regie much © may 
be extrafted, and tho’ the ©In them be Volatile, yet 
partly by means of the Aqua Regie , and partly by 
being precipitated with the Mercurial v out of u , 
and by Rcdu^ion it is fixed ; Concerning which I 
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1 avc largely treated in the Seventh Part of the Pro- 
fi crity of Germany. 

N. B. To work on-thefe Pehhles with more Proht, 
we may when reduced to hue Powder, extract them 
with V in which common Salt, has been diffolvcd,to 
which Extjaaion (which will be ot a very high Co¬ 
lour) we mull add fome of the Rcfufcitative Salt of 
rhe World, every where to be found, and. then ao- 
Hracft the Solvent from theExtradf, by which mcan9 
the Rcfufcitative Salt will make © more Volatile,and 
fepa rating it from the fixer Part, bring it over the 
Helm, in form of a yellow Liquor, which when mor¬ 
tified bv a Lixivium, and reduced..to a dry,©, ifthen 
ft be driven through a Retort,"you will find a running 

Sol in the Recipient, in final I quantity indeed, but 
of great Virtue! which fiy the Fire of Artephms may 
eaiily be. fixed into.an Llnivcrfal Tincture for ..Men 
and Mctiis- A Lixivium, may afterwards be poured 
on the remaining Extract, for to mortifie the Corro- 
five Spirits, and then diflilled by. Retort, it will yield 
fome moit.Mercurial o, As for the fixt_© which.was 
in the Pebbles, the fame may be- eafily reduced,and will 
be good ©V tho’ fomew.hat pale Coloured, the Salt of 
the World having carried fome part of the Colour 

over with the;3.. .. . " .. 

N. B. 0 \}i ’^fiifcjtatiye Salt of the World r is a 
very vyonderful Salty for.when joyned with the dif- 
folved o’/it not only brings over a running but 
part of the Colour ot'-O with it, wherefore, alfo the laid 
Mercurial G>' affords. a moft glorious Medicine, when 
duely fixed- In the fame manner you may get a tinging 
3 from ij'buf.piuch better, and cafier from *;», which 
lies Volatile in its own Matrix, and has pever tou¬ 
ched the fire, 5 ’. / . ,,i/. . ■ - 

• B. But this Mercurial 5) doth not tinge into Q, but 
only into i. In the fame Wsyjft may be driven from 
all Metals, and in confiderable quantity. Ihe,y[Ot d 
and i are the ; bcft V thqfqof V,. V and ^; are good 
alfo, but not, fo high colour’d, as that of <? which is 
the beft, Now to make,;9 we nee ^ 1101 

folve common <?, and thence* with Salt of the World 
drive a but it is better to.take.Iron-fiones, which 
have never touch’d .the. Fire ■, and’haying extrafted 
them, add«to them fbine,of the Refufeitadve Salt of 
the WoiId, which- then' diUiHjl, will .yield more 3 
than common- $ . In iike.manner much more 3 may 
be,had from b, X. and^jOafrfthen from the Metals 

themfdyes. - *. ,, riwi.-lv/ K , i itl vx.tl.a : 

I remember, that, in my.youthful years,. I laboured, 
two years continually with a.Perfon.ot high quality, 
to obtain a £:qf- ; b, we tryedajl manner of ways but 
got nothing"; Whether/.itj wasjfor. want of Experi¬ 
ence, or that the Procefst given,us was-not true, or 
bccaufc. Q od did, not Iee.it fit (oros, I know not : But 
this I know, that we had. go, knowledge of the uni- 
verfal Refufcitati.ve Salt of the-World, makiqg ufc on¬ 
ly of common S.-Armon, and its Volatile Spirit. 

I have,' in the Seventh Part ofmy Pharmacopeia Spa- 
nyrica, taught, a way to di;a\y. a running-9f,from Me¬ 
tals, bur. jo (mall quantity, yyhereas by means of this 
Salt of.the.World, much .more is obtained.^ I fay 
thetefore 5.that if from my laft pubiilhed .Writings, ? 
Men. ,canfi(\t .difeoyerthe, way of making! the Mercu¬ 
ries of Metals, in good quantity, it will be afign.ro me, 
jiiat.Gcd'wi’l not pcrmit.it, having plainly fet down 
every things ^except the-Rcfufcitative Salt of. the' 

World. -» h~ r . ('• Q V* \ t ; 

And,!;nqvv Ciy again,-tnat; the;faid Salt, is..no where 
to be fold, fir.ee enough maybe had for nothing .-God 
iiiult *C7Ca! it, (or Men will hardly do it- It is a 


mete Gift of God to know this Salt and its life. 
htrba faith concerning it: If God had not created this 
Salt, it were impojjible to perfect our Elixir. From 
whence we may fee, it is no Salt prepared by Art, 
nor maJe with hands, but created of God of nothing. 
Coniidcr well what is here find, and.you’l rind Won¬ 
ders. Cifnopolita {peaks after this manner of this 
Salt, viz. Nature affords ns aChalybs, which can 
from the Rajs of the Sun extrafl that, which many have 
fought and not found. 

Other PhilofbpherS fpeak of this Salt in thefe 
Words.* 1 he Spirit and Salt of the lFori if bring the 
Souls of the dead out of Hell. What is this Hell, but 
a Stygian Water, wherein we diffolve Metals, and af¬ 
ter draw forth their Souls with the Salt of the World. 
Of which Spirit and Salt of the World, Nuifement 
hath writ a curious Treatife. I fay therefore, that he 
who underftands the due -way of applying this Salt y 
for drawing the 3 of Metals, has obtained the greateft 
Secret in the World,the faid 3 being eafily fixable into a 
true Tinfture. 

I have known feveral, who could fix the 3 of V 
and £ prepared by others into Tindures, but could 
not prepare the Mercuries themfelves : And to this 
day, I do not know one Man that can bring a rnn- 
ning 3 from Metals, tho' I have communicated the 
way of making the faid 3 to many, as it is fet down 
in the Seventh Part of my Pharmacopoeia Spagirica: But 
feeing fo fmall a quantity prepared that way, they 
let it drop. It had been well, they could have been 
fatisfied with that: But Men generally are of fu<;h a 
Humour *, that if they cannot have all without Toy! 
or Labour, they prefently defpond and give over *, but 
they that perfevere to the end fhall obtain the Crown 
of Honour. 

Thus much fhall fuffice, by way of Parenthffis, 
concerning prepating the Mercuries of Metals in great 
quantity, by means of our Refufcitative Salt of the 
World. 

Let us now return* to our dry-wafh-Fire, and fee, 
what further may be done with it. We know, that 
with a Rapid and violent Flame, the Volatile part of 
Metals is driven away, the fixt and groffer flaying be¬ 
hind. : As for Example. If 1 diffolve a Metal, or Mi¬ 
neral in Aqua Fortir , and afterwards add to the So¬ 
lution fome good Niter , by this means the Metal a- 
bides with the Nitre and {hoots with it into Cry- 
ftals, which from S are Red, from J Green, from 3 
and U White, from o Yellow. When now this Ni¬ 
tre is kindled, the Volatile part of the Metal fublimes 
from the groffer, and is better for Medicinal ufe, 
than the grofs Body of the Metal. 

N. B. But if to this Niter impregnated with a Me¬ 
tal, we joyn fomeSu/tof the World > and then deto¬ 
nate it, the faid Salt through the Flames carries the 
immortal Soul of Metals out from Hell, that is the 3 
of them, which afterwards may be fixed into Tin- 
<fhire. The faid Nitre impregnate with Aletal, and 
the Salt of the World, doth alfo, by means of a 
fwift Flame draw the Colours from precious and com¬ 
mon Stones, and imroduceth others, and better into 
them again^ which is a thing of great Profit to him 
that hath Skill of it. This is the.fpecdieff way of 
meliorating Metals, ’when by means of a Rapid Ful- 
mtu ;, as it were in 3.moment, we feparare the pure 
Soul} or incombufiible ejffrom the grofs Meral : Fd# 
in this quick Flame the fuperfluous $ of the Metals 
i.s,confirmed, which ties the pure 3 to the Aletal, and 
.makes the fame difficultly fcparable:from its gfofs 
Body. 
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In this manner a pure § may in quamiry be drawn 
Fiom all Metals y and as much o as is got this 
way, fo much Tincture, for every o of Metals is fixa¬ 
ble into Tindiure, which cannot be faid of the com¬ 
mon. And yet amongfl thefe Metfllicl^t.lercurief^ one 
yields a better Tindhire than anorher, the 9 of $ as 
hath been faid being the bell, tho’ that of be good 
alfo. He who is conic fo far as to be able to make 
the 9 of any one Metal, with the help of the Salt of 
the World , may eafily do the fame with all the 
reft, and then cry which 9 is the befr. I have tryed 
feveral, but found none better then that of £, For 
which Reafon alfo foinciime before my falling Sick, I 
bought up a great quantity of Steel Needles unfit for 
common ufc, with intention to make a greatquan- 
tity of 5 of $ , but being feized with Sicknefs not 
long after, and continuing Bed-rid till now j my de- 
lign was hindred. Now whether God will be plcafed 
to raife me, that I may prepare a good quantity of the 
faid 0 , for thofe that come after 5 I know not-, 
for at prefent by reafon of my Weakncft, I have no 
hope to do any thing. And therefore have determi¬ 
ned with my felf, to manifeft thefe and the like great 
Secrets to the World , as far as my Weaknefs will 
permit *, that they who are Lovers of Art may know, 
and work them, or let them alone as they pleafe: 
For it (hall fufficeme, to have difeovered the wonder¬ 
ful Works of God to mankind, not at all concerning 
my felf with the reft. 

5 Tis here to be noted, that the 9 which by means 
of the Salt of the World, in the moift way is drawn 
forth from Aqua Forth , or other like corrofive Li¬ 
quors, is purer than that which, in the dry way is 
forced over with a firong Fire, yet both are good, and 
fixable into Tin&ure. It is alfo lefs trouble to bring 
over the 9 of Metals in the moifi way, than by a 
firong Flame. For when a Metal is diffolved in Aqua 
Fortify and Salt of the World added to the Solution, 
then if by Alembic\ you feparate the Menstruum , part 
of the 9 will come over with it, which, as before-men¬ 
tioned, is to be feparated from it; Afterwards drive 
what remains in the Alembic through a PvCtort, and 
the Salt of the World will carry more of the 9 over, 
by which means a good quantity of 9 will be obtai¬ 
ned. For which God be praifed, who hath thewed 
us his’ poor neceilitous Children fo near and firait a 
way to the Land of Promtfe* For I ftill fay ( as I 
always did ) that nothing more excellent can be found, 
either in Phyfick or Alchimy, than the 0 of Metals, 
all other Works being tnere trifles in Comparifon of 
it : Becaufe’fuch a 0 well fixed, is not only the high- 
elt Medicine, but befides Tinges D and 9 inte G. I 
have clearly and fully deferibed the manner of it, 
Preparation, fave only, chat I have not named the 
Salt of the World, becaufe it is fuch a vile and con¬ 
temptible thing, and caft out upon Dunghils : And 
yet nothing in the World lives without it. No living 
Creature in or upon the Earth, Bird in the Air, nor 
Fifh in the Water is fuflained without this Univer- 
fal Salt of the World. Concerning this Salt of 
the World, or true matter of the .Univerfal great 
Stone of the Philofophers, an unknown Author in the 
Thirty fifth Chapter of his Book writes thus, 

1bat the fi rjl of the Elixir } if every where to be 

found. 

Concerning the true making of the Elixir, as to 
irs fir ft Work, the Philofophers fay, that the true 
Matter is evciy where to be found’, becaufe it is in 


I every Man, and found with every Man. Adam brought 
’ it with him out of Paradifc, and when he died took it 
a ‘° n 8 with him to his Grave. And therefore an Allc- 
gory of the Wife men faith,'that the faid Matter is fub- 
ttlized Q .that is O advanced to the higheft pitch of 
mineral \ irtue. Concerning this © it is faid : JVitb 
our Gum and little G, we can buy much. And Alber - 
tt!1 * n Book of Minerals faith, and proves it, that 
O is every thereto be found : Becaufe there is nothing 

made of the four Elements, in which, after its higheft 
refining, o is not to be found, and therefore they fay 
it is every where to be found. The fame Albertus al- 
® £ *[ cr i s ^ that a great Mineral Virtue is in every Man-, 
especially in his Head between his Teeth : For that in 
his tune, in old Graves © was found in little longifh 

rains, between the Teeth of dead Men Skuls, which 
could not be, except the faid mineral Virtue were 
in Man, which mineral Virtue is in the Matter of our 
Elixir. And therefore it is faid, that the Stone is in 
every Man, and that Adam brought it with him out 
ot Paradife, &c. 

The Philofopher tells us here, proving it by feveral 
Authors, that the true Matter of the Elixir, as to the 
hrftlV\ ork, is to be found with every one : Concerning 
which Matter, much might be faid, but it is better be 
tilent for fear of the abufe of wicked Men. Yet I 
cannot but hint here, how it may be made out, that 
O can grow in the Skuls of dead Men, as before-men¬ 
tioned. It feems probable then, that thefe were the 
~kuls cf fuch Men, who in their Life-time much ufed 

either taking it inwardly, or much handling it in 
their Trades. Now it being the Property of 0 , to 
mount upwards to the Head, and fettle between the 
Teeth, we may fuppofe, that by length of time the 
Mtcrocofmical £ did Coagulate it into ©; Let no Man 
think this impolTible, for the £ of Mans Dung hath 
a very great affinity with the Mineral £, which no 
Eody can better witnefs, than he to whom God hath 
revealed it, and who hath found it true by Experi¬ 
ence. r 

The Reader by this time hath fufficiently perceived, 
how the Mercuries of all Metals may with eafe be 
brought over, by means of the Salt of the World - as 
alfo, how the fame may be had with the help of a 
Fulmen , or firong Flame of Fire. 

Now he that is Mafler of thefe Mercuries , will not 
be far tofeek, for the way of fixing them \ for which 
there is no nearer way, than to maturate them to a 
Tincture, by noeans of Artepbiuf his Fire, for all ocher 
ways are very tedious, concerning which fixation by 
the faid fecret Fire, the Reader will find more in o- 
ther Parts of my Writings. 

Herewith, then I conclude this Firfl Part of my 
Purgatory, or cleanfing Fire, with which all unclean 
black Subjects may be waffied to the higheft degree 
of Purity and VVhitenefs. If by chance, 1 fhould here 
have omitted one or other Cireumftantial of the Work, 
(as I hope not) I fh all, as it comes to mind, fet it 
down in my following Writings. In the mean time 
Farewel, and remember the Salt of the World, learn 
to know it, and its life, for fo thou wilt be able to 
make the Mercuries of all Metals, which in value ex- 
ceed all © and precious Stones, 
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An Advertisement to the Courteous 

REAVER. 

F Orafinuch as in this little Trcatife, I have revealed 
many Secrets, and particularly, the ealie Prepara¬ 
tion of a running $ from all Metals, and that a true 
Tinfture cannot more readily be obtained, tIran from 
fuch a C, which with O becomes fixed to a Red, and 
and with J) to a white Tin&ure, and that this Fixati¬ 
on is mod cafily performed by thefecrct Fire o {'Artepbi- 
us. And have alfo taught, how from all Vegetables 
and Animals, a mod excellent ^ of great Virtue may 
be prepared, by means of a burning Spirits in all which 
I have writ nothing, but what 1 have wrought with 
my own hands, 1 know there will not be wanting 
fome envious and ignorant Men, who will pretend it 
impoilible to get a running § frotn Metals : Eut it is 
no wonder, that this is counted impoffible by thofe, 
that have not attained to great Skill and Experience 
in the Fire, who may well be compared to little Chi! 
dren, who when they hear any Body talk of the Great 
World, can form no other Notion of it, than of the 
place, or Houle where they have been educated b nei¬ 
ther can fuch ignorant conceited Perfons believe any 
thing, but what they have feen themfelves. It is enough 
for me, that I know it to be true. 

Now forafmuch as I have before declared, that this 
of Metals is the neareft way to attain an univerfal 
Tinfture, for Men and Metals, and rhat out of Vege¬ 
tables, Animals, and all other things, that admit a Se¬ 
paration of Elements, a ? may be had,as well as from 
Minerals and Metals, and from that 9aTindfure; I 
intend here for further Confirmation, to add the Teffi- 
rnony of an old Book, which with many words con¬ 
firms what I have writ, concerning the g of Minerals, 
Animals and Vegetables, and therefore have thought 
fit, to fubjoyn the Concluflon of rhe faid Book, as an 
Appendix to thisTreatife,by which,thofe, who under¬ 
hand, will perceive that 1 have writ the Truth, con¬ 
cerning the 5 of Vegetables and Animals. The Au¬ 
thor is unknown to me, but that he was an experi¬ 
enced Philofophcr appears from his Writings, which 
contain great Truths : Thefe as they were gladly re¬ 
ceived by us, fo we highly recommend them to all 
Learners, and Lovers of Art : Here follow the two 
laff Chapters of the faid Philofopher. 


A Recapitulation: 0r y Summary Repe¬ 
tition. 

W E have fufficiently explained to thee the thing, 
if thou halt rightly underftood our words. 
And obferve, Son, that the Operations we deliver in 
this Book, concerning the Compofiiion of the Great 
ffone, arc more fubtil rhan thofe, that Geber has deli¬ 
vered in his Summ : For he faith, that indifferent in¬ 
tervals of time, it is firff fublimed, next fixed, after¬ 
wards calcined and then d.flolvcd, and fo of the reff. 
But as to this our Book, know, that the Diflillation 
by Alembickjxz call Sublimation, and the Solution of 
Bodies, we likewifc call Sublimation, bccaufe by this 
means the Earthly Body is lifted up into the Air, which 


is Heaven. W herefore know, that when we cliffolve, 
we at die fame time do Sublime, Calcine, Puiifie, 
Waffg cor.joyn and feparate. To this puipcfe, Haly 
in his Secret of Secrets tells us, that between the Solu¬ 
tion and Conjunction, or the Matrimony and Union 
of Body and Spirit j there is no diffance of time be- 
caufc when the Body is diffolvcd, it is by that Solu¬ 
tion joyn’d with the Spirit, and therefore he faith, 
that Solution and Conjunction are at the fame time. 
This therefore is the Order of our Operation, which 
is done at once in one hour : W hen our Body is put 
to dilTolve in Water, then prefcntly it is folved and fu¬ 
blimed, and by being diffolvM and fublim’d, the Body 
becomes united to the Spirit', and if any tiling of an 
extraneous Nature be mix’d with the Body, the fame 
will not be difFolved, but will remain in the bottom 
of the Vefftl for todiffblve, and thus the Body be¬ 
comes cleanfed of the extraneous Matter, if any be in 
it', yet is it in fome fort fullied, nor is itfo clean and 
clear as it ought. Wherefore our Operations in ma¬ 
king the Great ffone, are more fubtil than thofe con¬ 
tained in Geber^s Summ, becaufe what he fays is done 
at feveral times, is here done at once, and of a fub- 
tiler Matter *, and after a fubtiler manner. And when 
thou fhalt fee our work, deareft Son, then wilt thou 
know, that we have fpoken the Truth, tho 1 not be¬ 
fore : And indeed, except thou (halt give good heed 
to it, and ftiarply confider of it, thou wilt fcarccly 
perceive it to be fo, becaufe of the quick, fubtil and 
fhort Operation. But be fure to avoid the fumes in 
this, as well as other ways of making the Stone, as 
far as is podible, which if thou fhouldft take in, would 
greatly hurt thee, either at the very inffant, or not 
long after, except thou haff Remedies at hand to op- 
pofc their Malignity, which thou oughteff always to 
be provided with, that as foon as any fuch thing is 
perceived, a proper Antidote may betaken. 

CHAP. LVL 

F Rom all that hath been faid from the beginning 
hitherto, may be gathered by a piercing eye, that 
in our Operation our Bodies do not abide in the top 
of the Alembkk^ as the Bodies of Fools do; Of which 
Arcs faith ; Ibe Bodies of the unwife^do only Jiicl^to the 
Cover or Head of theVeffel , and therefore they cannot ef> 
fetl any thing that is true. Hence alfo may be gather¬ 
ed, that Sulphurs are retain’d by Bodies by Bodies, 
and Spirits by Spirits j and every imperfeft thing is 
perfected by one thing, that is by $ alone, that is, by 
a fubffance, which is produced by our forefaid famous, 
excellent and glorious Magiffery. Wherefore for afinal 
Conclufion we fay, that the Bleffed ffone is one,the Me¬ 
dicine one, to which nothing extraneous is added, nor 
taken from i^only its fupeifiuitics removed, llnder- 
ffand this, as Hortulantts faith : That, That is not ex¬ 
traneous^ into which it muft be changed , that is fixed, 
viz. © and D. Therefore this ffone is Mineral, be¬ 
caufe it is produced from all Mineral things. But be¬ 
caufe Hortulanns faith, that Hermes the Father of all 
Alcbimifts , was Poffeffor of the three parts of Philo- 
fophy, of the whole World, viz. Mineral, Vegetable 
and Animal : The true knowledge of which three 
Kingdoms, the faid Hermes had joyntly, or fevcrally 
in the work of the Sun*, which parts are contained in 
one only Stone, viz. iu 5, that is under the name of 
becaufe every tiling of which the Stone is made, whe¬ 
ther it be Animal, Vegetable or Mineral, is called by 
the name of C. We have alfo before (hewed, how 
this Philofophy, or Science is compleated in the work 
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of the Sun, bv means of a Mineral y. Now to the 
end that this Science, or moll excellent Point of Bhi- 
lofbpby, may be perfect in every Point, we mull fee 
how this Stone may he had, by means of a Vegetable 
£■> from Vegetables, and by an Animal c, prepared from 
Animals. And fini. vve will (hew how the Stone may 
be made, with a Vegetable v- For except the Great 
(lone might be made from many other things, belides 
thofe mentioned in the former part of my Difcourfe, 
that faying of Alphidiut would not be true : That 
there be many oilier SubjeUs, tvbich five and congeal . 
And Hortulanus faith, the Philofophers have called every 
thing y the Stone, front whence the four Elements may be 
feparated, by our Cbymical Artijiee : Now this may be 
done, from every Vegetable and Animal *, vyherefore 
from every Vegetable or Animal, may the Great (lone 
of the Philofophers be prepared. 

The two laft Chapters of this Anonymous Philcfo- 
pher, contain a fhort Repetition of the Matters hand¬ 
led in his whole Book, wherein he averts, that the 
Preparation of the great Elixir, he fets down, is far 
more fubtil, excellent and Skilful; than that of Geber ; 
Becaufe the Operations which Geber doth fuccellively, 
one after another, he (hews, how they may be done 
all at once i for that when he diffolves, heat the fame 
time, in the fame VefTel, with the fame degree of 
Fire, and in the fame Furnace, dothalfo Sublime, Cal¬ 
cine, Cleanfe, Wafh, feparate and conjoyn : Becaufe, 
when the hard Body is put intQ the difTolvent, to be 
diffolvcd, it prefently turns Black, and is throughly 
diffolvcd, calcined, fublimed and joyned with the Spi¬ 
rit. And I leave it to every judicious Perfon to judge, 
whether this way muft not be very ingenious and 
Artificial, which at once, fo eafily and fuddenly finifh- 
ethall thefe Operations, belonging to the work of the 
Stone. Neither was it without Reafon, that the Au¬ 
thor affirms, that the poffibility of this Accurtation 
cannot well be believed, or apprehended by any, but 
thofe who have feen it. 

N. B . Now that all thefe Operations may be done 
at once, my felf can witncfs,as having before my Sick- 
nefs performed the fame with mine own hands. And 
however this may found very ftrangc to thofe, whofe 
Experience never reached fo far, yet is it an undoubt¬ 
ed Truth with all thofe, whom God hath beenpleafed 
to illuminate, giving them the undemanding and per¬ 
formance of this great ( I had almoft faid, Holy ) work. 

Our Author in his laft Chapter concludes, that of 
all things from whence the Elements can be feparated, 
the Stone of the Philofophers may be made * to the 
Truth of which, alfo I can fet my Seal. For when 
about half a year (Ince, I had recommended to an old 
Friend of mine, the manner of preparing the § of 
Wine, and that the faid Friend by reafon of his bufi- 


75 ;;_ 

nefs could not come to me, Co overlook the VVmkhim- 
fclf, becaufe he lived in another City, and I byrcaibn 
of my Sicknefs kept my Bed: It was concluded by 
ns, that a third Fficnd ihould come to my Houfe, and 
carry on the W ork, from the beginning to the end, 
which accordingly was dene in three or four Days. Buc 
forafinuch, as in fo fhort a time, wc could not pre¬ 
pare any great quantity of the Spirit of Wine, we had 
bnt little to burn away, and confcquently could not 
get much y, or Cselefrial 0. Now it happened, when 
wc were feparating the y, we had caught, from the 
Plilcgme, that the Fire, by miltake was too ftrong, fo 
that after the Phlcgtue was come over, wc found the 
remaining Heavenly Salt, or y of Wine in the bottom 
of the Glafs molten to a Red done, which could not 
be diffolvcd with common Water. Whereupon I or¬ 
dered fome Aqua Regis to be poured into the Glafs, 
to diffolve the y, which prefently fuccccdcd, the So¬ 
lution being Blood*red. But the? being by this means 
fpoyled, as to any Medicinal ufe, 1 rcfolvcd to try 
what it would do on Metals, and accordingly put a 
little piece of fine )> Into the Red Solution, left it there 
two days, and then taking it out, found it changed 
into O as far as could be judged by the Eye, or Touch- 
fione. But becaufe I could hardly believe, that D 
could be fo eafily turned to O, I put it into a (hong 
Aqua Regis, to fee whether it would be diffolvcd in the 
fame, as other common 0, and put apiece of com¬ 
mon ©with it, to try which of both would be firlt 
diffolved : Whereupon I found, that the Aqua Regis 
rather laid hold on the common 0 , than my tranfmu- 
ted X>, the half of which was only diffolved, and I 
have the other Part dill to (hew. Which tryal made me 
fo defirous of proceeding to another, that I got anew 
inftrument prepared, for to make the y of Vegetables 
and Animals, but have as yet been unable to under¬ 
take the Work, by reafon of Bodily weaknefs, and 
for want of fome faithful affiilant. Yet am not without 
hopes, but that with the firft I may make fome further 
Tryals, all things being in a rcadinefs for the Work, 
to which God be plcafed to afford his Bldling, 
Amen. 

From this Relation it is evident, that a Vegetable 
y is able to meliorate Metals: That it excels ior Phy- 
fick cannot be doubted^ and therefore the faid y may 
be called a Mafter in both Faculties. Now if a Ve¬ 
getable y will do this, what may be expedted from a 
Metallick, drawn from pure Metals, and brought over 
by the Spirit of Wine ? Without doubt, much more 
than the y of Wine alone, without any Metalline ad¬ 
dition. If it pleafe God, I intend to fecond this 
Treatife with another larger, concerning the y of Me¬ 
tals. In the mean time, I here make an End. 
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OF THE 


Secret Fire of Philofophers, 

% which, They not only brought to Maturity their Vniverfal Me¬ 
dicine, ’ but alfo fixed particularly all the inferior Metals, into 
good fold and Silver, with great Profit. 

Written for the Salves of all the Lovers of Divine and Natural 
Wiflom, 

Faithfully Tr(inflated out of the High-Dutch. 


Leader^ 

S EEING that in feveral of my Writings, I 
have made mention of the fecret Fire of Arte- 
pbiiis , which Pont anus very well called Propri- 
nm Agent, for no better name can be given it. I 
thought it convenient to publifh this fmall Explication 
of it, that it may be known to thofe, who have not 
yet heard of it, not doubting, but by this difeovery 
a great Light will be opened to all the Lovers of Me¬ 
tallic^ improvements : For almoft all Philofophers, in 
their Writings, are dark concerning this ^ and yet 
without this, no great Matter is to be effc&ed in Cby- 
ntifiry : Which daily Experience fufficiently teftifics. 
Therefore I am refolved briefly to explain, yet fun¬ 
damentally and plainly,by Gods help, this thing which 
hath been fo long hid from the World. 

Of the Secret Fire of Philofophers , by which they have 
maturated their Tinctures. 

Firft you mult know, that no Philofopher hath 
made any mention of it, but hath paffed it over in 
filcnce, only that ancient Philofopher Artephius hath . 
taken fome notice of it, but fo obfeurely, that very I 
few of his Readers, have been able to learn any thing 
from him. Tie faith, that himfelf, like others, had been 
covetous and envious, fo as to write nothing of it •, 
blit after he was nine hundred years old, he firit began 
to write of it. N. I>. It is not credible, that he fliould 
have lived to that Age, but perhaps Tome Body hath 
added a Cipher to it. 'Tis like he was ninety years ot 
Age, for the Ancients have often mifraken an hundred 
for ten. But be it as it will,he was the fir A,that faid any¬ 
thing of this Fire. Pont anus writes in his Epifilc, 
that although he knew the true Matter, yet he erred 
two hundred times, and fliould never have obtained 
it, if he had not learned the fecret from his Writings. 
The rcafon of hiding this Secret fo long, hath been 
orly the wickcdnefs of Men, who feck not after thefe 
great things, that they might honour God, and fut- 
cour the Poor, but rather, that by great Riches they 
might be able to enllave their Neighbours. But when 
fuch Men , who have foifikcn the Vanities of the 
World, feck after them, God puts it into their hands, 
fo that driving nor running in this helps nothing, but , 


only Gods blelTing. Obferve this well, and thou wilt 
not err. If our eyes and hearts were not blinded by 
the Pride of the Devil, we fliould eafily fee and*know, 
what Fire nature ufeth in the Eaxh, to bring Metals 
to Maturity; By which we might eafily learn, what 
Agent the Artift*wants to maturate and bring to per¬ 
fection all imperfedt Metals into Gold and Silver, 
as good as if Nature had done it in the Earth. Now 
when we open our eyes and look about us, we find 
nothing elfe, but an Acidum or Llniverfal Agent, that 
is, the Sulphurous Salt of Vitriol, by which all Metals 
in the Earth are generated, fo ihat fome, by a long 
time are fixed, and fome by a lefs time, partly remain 
unfixed, according as the Oars contain more or lefs 
of this Agent. And if by a firong Fire, one fliould 
melt this Metal out of the Oar, the greateft part of 
the Acidum , together with the Rocky part would 
come into a Cinder or Slate,but in the Metal, although 
it be melted and hammered, there yet remains fome 
of the Agent, which the Fire, in the iirfl melting, 
could not feparate from it, efpecially when the Me¬ 
tals are yet crude, as if the Agent ihould fay, I will 
not be Separated from my Patient, for he cannot 
yet fubfilt without me, and alfo faith the Patient, I 
cannot yet fuffer my Husband, or Agent to be fepa¬ 
rated from me, for we have not been long enough 
together. But when the melting Fire comes to it 
again, then no excufe will ferve, but the flrongcr 
overcomes the weaker, and the Agent and Patient 
mull part by force. Now what in this violent Se¬ 
paration, the one can carry away with itof the other, it 
leaves not behind, as wc fee when the Oar of Iron 
is melted, that the violent Fire, forceth away the 
Agent from the Patient, and converts it into Cinders, 
but yet thefe are not purely Cindeis, for they have 
attracted a great quantity of the Mercurial Patient, 
viz. Iron, which is not turned into Cinders, for if they 
be melted again, \ou will liave a good quantity of 
Iron out of the Cinders, and this may be done for 
feveral times. If the Agent and Patient had not a' 
a great Agreement, they would certainly have been 
more nearly parted in the fivtl melting, ard [here 
would be no need of a Second or Third l ive, and if 
the Agent fliould be fcpaiatcd from its Patient, by 
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the force of Fire againft its Will, yet it cannot be ex¬ 
actly and wholly feparated, but the Patient as the Fe¬ 
male Aietcury, doth its endeavour to retain as much 
as it can of its Agent, or dear Sulphurous Husband 
with it felf, as we have fufficiently feen, that no mel¬ 
ted Iron is found without its Agent or Acidum . Which 
appears, it upon a Plate of Iron, you pour a little 
Water, it prefently Rufis, which could not be, if there 
were no Acidum in the Iron for the Acid adhering 
fo clofe to the Patient, the melting could not force it 
away. Now when Rain-water falls upon it, the Aci¬ 
dum out of Love attrafts it to it felf. and works to its 
urmoft Power, upon the Patient, fo that it becomes 
Rufty. 

Which doth not fo happen to fuch Metals,as areal- 
ready brought to fufficient Maturity, and therefore have 
no more need of the Agent, as Gold and Silver, for 
after they arc melted, they do not Ruft by Wet, for 
their Proprium Agent, or Vitriol ich Salt, h3S done its 
Office, bringing irs Patient to Maturity, and therefore 
is cafily feparared from its Patient in melting. Cop¬ 
per alfo, in melting, ftiil retains fomewhar of its Agent, 
and therefore ealily Ruits, yet not fo eafily as rhe iron, 
becaufe it retains not fo much of the Acid in melting, 
as Iron doth. Lead and Tin retain lefs of it, than 
Copper and Iron, and therefore do not fo cafily at- 
rract the moift Air and Rain, but only lofe rheir 
Splendour by it. Gold and Silver retain but a very 
little of it, and therefore they cannot ealily Rufi, but 
being moifiened with Ihnng Corrofives , lofe their 
glorious Lufler : Mercury retaineth all its Proprium A - 
gens, having loft nothing of it. It is alfo to be ob- 
ferved, that although Sulphur (which contains in it 
felf a pure vicriolated Acid Salt) be an Univerfal Agent, 
by which Nature in the Earth generates and matu¬ 
rates all the Metals, yet notwithfianding every Metal 
hath befides Sulphur, a particular Proprium Agent, 
which allifis the Univerfal Agent in its Ad ion. Gold 
hath, befides the Univerfal Agent, fomewhat of com¬ 
mon Salt. Silver and Saturn have befides the Sul¬ 
phur, and Vitriolick^ Salt, fomewhat of Saltpetre . Mer¬ 
cury hath properly for its Agent, a fubtil, fiery and 
concentrated Spirit of Saltpetre , which keeps him al¬ 
ways fluid and current. And this is the reafon, that 
Salts or Spirit of Salts, ( as Spirit of Vitriol, common 
Salt, Saltpetre, &c. ) do more ealily dififolve fuch Me¬ 
tals as participate of their own Saltsi for example, 
Silver, Saturn and Mercury participate ( befides Vitri¬ 
ol) of a nitrous Salt, and therefore Spirit of Nitre 
doth eafily work upon thofe three Metals, and diffolve 
them: For becaufe thefe three Metals have a nitrous 
Salt in them, therefore the Spirit of Nitre hath a good 
Friend in them, which opens the Gates to it, and lets 
it in, for the Friend within correfponds with him 
which is without, as for Example : If an Enemy fet 
down before a Town to take it, and hath good 
Friends within, that open Iiim the Gates, he may ea- 
lily enter, but if his Enemies that are within defend 
themfelvcs, and relift him, he can do nothing, but 
mud march off without it. Seeing (hat an Aqua For- 
tit made of Vitriol and Saltpetre, doth readily touch 
and diifolve only Silver, Saturn and Mercury, it comes 
to pafs from their near Relation but the reafon why 
they touch not Gold, is,becaufe it hath no affinity with 
them, for <^old hath no Spirit of Nitre y but of com¬ 
mon Saltin.it, but if you put a little common Salt to 
the Spirit of Nitre^ it then eafily diffolves Gold, be¬ 
comes to be of another Nature, and then will not 
diifolve Silver, but Copper, Iron and Tin, becaufe 
thefe Metals contain much fpiritual Gold, and there¬ 
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fore are eafily difiolved by this Spirit of Suit. Now 
becaufe 1 have here fhewn the reafon, why an A qua 
Fortis made of Vitriol and Saltpetre diffolves only Sil¬ 
ver, Lead, and Mercury, and nor Gold, and when com¬ 
mon Salt is added to it, that it diffolves Gold and not 
Silver, it is for the fame reafon, that Salts diffolved in 
Water, and impregnated with the Univerfal A.id or 
Oyl of Vitriol, will as well diffolve the Metals, which 
arc boyldin them, as their Spirits will. For Exam¬ 
ple : Suppofc 1 had no Aqua bonis , and yet wou’d 
diffolve Silver y I could do it as well by diflolvirg 
Salpetre in common Water, seriated with the true Oyl 
of Vitriol , but yet not fo cafily as Aqua Fortis, and "if 
you fliould add a little common Salt to it. it would 
not touch Silver, but diffolve Gold. And fuppofe, $ 
had no Gy] of Vitriol, and yet would diffolve Gold, I 
might do it by diffolving Saltpetre 3 nd common Sale 
with Allom in Water y yet not fo well as by A,-jut 
Repis. This is not faid to that end, that I would ad- 
vife you to diffolve Metals by Salts and Oyl of Vitriol, 
( for the diftilled Waters arc better than the undifi.ikd 
Corporeal Salts)bur that you may the better underhand 
and comprehend with what Salt each Metal hath an A,- 
greement to unite eafily, that you may the better lcai« 
to know the Proprium Ape ns of each Metal, for if you 
will do any excellent thing, in the Metals by t!u>r 
Proprium Age its, you mu ft firfi know them well, by 
which you will know, what every Metal Loves, and 
how it will be treated : Now ive cannot learn this bet¬ 
ter, than when we conlidcr, what Spirit, or Natural 
Agent was driven from the Metal by the melting Fire, 
which if it had remained longer in it, in the Earth the 
Metal would have been maturated by it Wc find, that 
in all Oars of Silver, Lead and Afercttry, is found a 
nitrous Salt, which is dri ven from it by the firongFirc, 
now if fuch a Metal being immature, and not'only taken 
toofooncut ofits Matrix, but alfo by the melting Fire 
deprived of its Fecundative Spirit, is to be made grow 
again to be meliorated,you mufi of r.eccfiity refiore that 
to it, which the Fire hath taken away. Now becaufe 
from Lead theie is taken away a nitrous Spirit, be¬ 
fides cummon Sulphur , you mufi refiore anitrous5^/s 
for its Agent. And becaufe from Mars and Venus , a 
Vitriolic^ Sulphur was taken away, that mult be refto- 
red to them again. And becaufe from Jupiter, in mel¬ 
ting, an Arfcnical Sulphur and Spirit was taken away, 
you mu ft reftore it again to the dead Body, to revive 
ir, and to make it grow. If from Gold its Sulphu¬ 
reous Salt be taken away by melting, which the Gold 
cafily lets go for the reafon already allcdgcd, and yet 
you would maturate this Gold farther, and make it 
yet better than Nature hath done, you mufi put ic 
into its Matrix again, uniting it with the Sulphureous 
Spirit of Salt, and fo let it generate or grow afrcfii, 
and you will receive more than Nature hath given : 
For Nature can give no more, but a perfed Body, 
which if you will have yet more perfed, you nuifi 
put it again into its Matrix, with its natural Agent, 
and by the help of external Fire, awaken er cxGie 
the inward natural Fire, that its Body maybe matura¬ 
ted into a more than perfed Tindure. For Nature 
can give no more than perfed Bodies, viz. Silver and 
Gold : Eut if Art begins again where Nature kft, ic 
can make the perfed Bodies more than perfed, with 
this more than perfed Tindure, you may in a mo¬ 
ment bring to perfedien the imperfed Metals, if yo u 
put it to (hem in melting : To which perfedien, a 
great many years would have been requred,before their 
Proprium Agens could have brought them, for if you 
would maturate the imperfed Metals into Gold and 
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Silver, by their proper Agents, it would require a 
long time, but yet it might be done with very great 
profit, for no other cofts are required, but outward 
Fire, to keep the inward Secret Fire in continual 
ACtion *, and this work of maturating the inferior 
Metals may be done in as great a quantity as you plcafe, 
which makes the profit fo much the greater, and this 
fixation requires no great Coft, for Mars, l onus , Ju¬ 
piter and Saturn colt but little, and the Agent may 
alfo eafily be had, fo that all the Expence is only the 
Fire, which yet will not be very chargeable neither, 
fo that this Fixation may every year bring in great 
profit to him that well underftands it. If I was 
younger I fliould not forbear to go about this parti* 
cular Melioration of Metals in the whole, to do good 
with it to many rhoufand poor People, but my time J 
is now palt. God hath been plcafed not to fhew me j 
this light till within this three years, in which I have 
lien in Bed, and fo 1 can cxpeCt no great benefit by it, 
as having no Children who are fit to carry it on. But 
becaufe i can do nothing more my felf, I commit it to 
others, to whom I have already given a good infight', 
but to difeover it more clearly and indiferiminately to 
the good and bad, being reftraiffd by feveral Rcafons 
I dare not do it. Now it yet remains to give a hint, 
how the perfect Metals, as Gold and Silver, mull be 
ripened into a more than perfect 1 injure, to make 
the imperfeCl Metals pcrfcCt by Projection. 

Now here follorvetb a Fundamental Proccfs , without 
any Legerdemain y how to bring Cjold and Silver into 
a Fineritre, 

T*. Of Gold j of Silver iij diffolve the Gold 
in Aqua Regia, and the Silver in Aqua Fortis, pour 
thefe* two Solutions together, and the Silver will at¬ 
tract the Gold, and they will both precipitate into a 
gray Powder, but if for want of Salt they fliould not 
ealily precipitate, pour into them fome Salt Water, 
for the Silver will not fall except there be Salt enough. 
When nothing more will precipitate, it is a fign that 
thefe two Bodies, like Husband and Wife, have em¬ 
braced each other, and are united *, then fet the Glafs 
in which they are in Sand, that the Liquor may boil, 
and thofe two Bodies will be the better united j fiir it 
often, and let it Hand fo warm for 24 hours, then let it 
cool/ asd thefe two Bodies will grow up together like 
Herbs or Flowers, filter the Liquor from the Calx, and 
fweeten the Calx with Common Water, diy it and 
powder it well, then it is ready to be fixed into a 
TinCture with the Trofriitm Agens or Secret Fire. 
Now concerning the proper Agent of Gold and Silver, 
I fay ihat it is a Mercurial Antimonial Water, which 
nlfo Arte phi us Confcffcth *, To obtain which, proceed 
thus : Firft put the Conjunction of Gold and Silver 
into a clean Crucible, which put into a Coal Fire, fo 
that the Gold and Silver may become warm in the 
Crucible, and yet not be red-hot nor melt, and the 
(harp Spirits which remained after Edulcoration will 
pafs away in Smoak ; when it Smoaks no longer, take 
it out of the Fire and let it cool, and weigh the Gold 
?nd Silver, 3nd fo you will perceive how much hea¬ 
vier they are than they were before, forfo much have 
they taken from the Spirits of the Salts, which dried 
Salt Spirits mult prepare the Antimony , our Secret Fire, 
or Proprium Agens to fix the Gold and Silver into a 
TinCture. For Example : We have diffolved and pre¬ 
cipitated j Z of Gold, and iij g of Silvcr,_and after 
the exficcution of the Calx , it weighs vi and fo 
ij z of the Spirits of the Salts arc Coagulated with 


them, and make theincreafe. For this you muft know^ 
that Silver hath this Nature and property, if it be dif¬ 
folved in Aqua Fortify and precipitated with Salt it 
attracts much Spirit from the Aqua Fortis and Salt, 
which Water cannot wafn from it \ but Gold attraCts 
not fo much as Silver, for the Gold attraCFs Nitre y 
and the Silver Common Salt. I could ealils fhew the 
reafon of this, but that it would be too tedious. Sa - 
turn attracts more Common Salt than Silver, and thefe 
Spirits of Salts arc alfo a Proprium Agens to Mars and 
Saturn, as they are to Silver and Gold, and work up¬ 
on Saturn and Mars, altogether in the fame manner 
as on Gold and Silver, the only difference is, that the 
TinCture of Saturn and Mars is not of that extent as 
that of Gold and Silver, although both of them in 
this work have one and the fame Agent : Now this 
' Agent which is Spirits of .fairs Coagulated, as well 
1 in Gold and Silver, as in Saturn and Mars , muft firlt 
be brought into a Mercurial Water, before they can 
rightly aCt upon Mctallick Bodies, by penetrating, 
maturating and meliorating them \ to bring them to 
which, you muft proceed thus : If the four Ounces of 
Gold and Silver have Coagulated two Ounces of Spi¬ 
rits of Salts, you muft add to it two Ounces of very 
clean and well pulverffed Regains of Antimony , grind, 
them very well together, put this Mixture into a 
Coated Retort, and diflil the Mercurial, Antimonial 
Water, which will alfo carry over with it til eAnim* 
of the Gold and Silver, in form of Eutfcr of Anti¬ 
mony, yet of a high colour, for the Anima of Gold 
is highly exalted by the Antimony, or Mineral Arks . 
This red Solar Butter is the Secret Fire of Artephiits * 
or the Proprium Agens of Pont anus , to bring the Gold 
and Silver into a Fixed TinCture , which Artephius 
hath ufed for Gold and Silver, but Pontanus (as ap¬ 
pears by his Epiftle) did not make his TinCture out 
qf Gold, but out of Avars', for he calls God to Wit- 
nefs, that the matter of his Stone, out of which he 
prepared his TinCture, contained many Terreftreities 
and Superfluities, which he did not feparate from it, 
and yet the Proprium Agens , together with what was 
good in it, viz,* Iron, came to be a TinCture. Out 
of this fufficiently appears, that he did prepare an im¬ 
pure Metal, as Mars y into a TinCture. 

And this is very credible, for fuch a fiery Agent 
which I have taught here to prepare, is as well a true 
TinCture it felf, as the A mm* of Sol and Lune, and 
that fo high that it is fufficiently powerful to penetrate, 
meliorate, and tranfmute hard, grofs, and impure 
Metals and Bodies, by its tender, clean, Golden, Mer¬ 
curial Power, and to reduce them into TinCturcs. 
N. B. I would have none to doubt, but that fuch a 
dean, fiery, and Golden Agent, when it is ufed for 
the exahingand melioratingof clean Gold and Silver* 
will give a much higher TinCture than with grofs and 
unclean Metals > for if Gold is inwardly fo exalted 
and meliorated by this Antimonial Mercurial Water, it 
muft needs give a far more extenlive TinCture. Now 
how this our Mercurial, Antimonial, Saturnine Water, 
is to be applied to fine Gold and Silver, to exalt their 
Colours, and tranfmute them into TinCture, I (hall 
here fhew to the beft of my knowledge, and it is thus. 
The two Ounces of Spirit of Salts, which were coa¬ 
gulated by the'four Ounces of Gold and Silver, and 
by the addition of two Ounces of Regttlusdf Antimony , 
did again leave the Gold and Silver, by waking upon 
and diffolving the Antimony, and did in the diftillation 
carry over the moll pure and tender Mercury of Awi- 
mony y together with the TinCture of Gold, in form of 
a Red Butter, for Antimony is cf this nature, that it 
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draws die colour out of Gold, and carries it up with 
it felf in Diftillation, which the Ancients called car¬ 
rying the Souls of the Dead out of Hell. This Red 
Butter impregnated with the Anima of Gold, Arte - 
pbius called his Secret Fire, and is the Proprium Agens 
of Pont anus , which doth not only maturate Gold and 
Silver info perfedt Tinftures, but alfo Mars and Sa - 
trim, in their whole fubftance, without feparating the 
pure from the impure. From (he remaining Gold and 
Silver you muft: wafh your Regulns of Antimony by the 
help of Salt Petre, then feparate your Gold and Silver 
by Aqua Forth y and you will have no lofs but only of 
the Tin&ure of Gold, which the Oyl of Antimony 
hath carried over with it. Ncufementiiu calls this 
his Solar Red Oyl or Butter of Antimony ? but I call it 
my Mercurial Antimonial Aurirtck W ater, which name 
doth properly belong roit, which I thus prove. Take 
of this diftiiled Golden Mercurial Water, of Leaves 
of Gold and Silver, each equal parts, put them together 
in a fixing Glafs, and fet it in a Sand Cuppel, which is 
heated equally by a dull Harry , and kept in the fame 
degree of Fire, and the Mercurial Water will diffolve 
the Gold and Silver, and they will turn together into a 
Stone. The Spirits of Salts after they have dilTolved 
the Gold and Silver, together with the Mercury of 
Antimony , will feparate -themfelves by degrees from the 
Mercury , becaufe they are not of the fame matter, 
therefore they cannot become a Tindure with the 
Gold, Silver, and Mercury , which Pontanns very 
well hints. This feparation of the Salt Spirit from the 
Tindure requires its time, and will not be battened. 
N. B . But if you know how to feparate the fuper- 
fluity of the Spirit of Salt from the Golden Butter, by 
a fubtile Art, and then diflolve your Gold and Silver 
in it, you will gain a great deal of time in your fixa¬ 
tion, for the (uperfluous moitture very much hinders, 
which the Ancients have hinted under a Fable, as the 
Learned Bracefcus fufficiently admonilheth in his Trea- 
tife de Ligno Vit*. This Salt Water is called by the 
Poets Minerva , concerning this you may read the Phi- 
lofophers, and chiefly Bracefcus , what he faith Minerva 
was, and you will find which way it muft be feparated 
from the Tindure. N. B. Be not in doubt, bccaufe 
Bracefcus teacheth how to prepare his Tindure, not of 
Gold and Silver, but of Mars, for it may as well be 
made of Mars^ only that is not fo extenfive as the 
Tindure made of Gold, otherwife the labour is the 
fame, and differs not at all. I repeat this once more, 
that if you will fhorten your labour, you muft fend 
away Minerva in peace, becaufe (he hinders the fixa¬ 
tion. Some perhaps may wonder, what the Silver can 
contribute to this Tindure, bccaufe it is white, and 
hath no colour : I anfwer, that the inward parts of 
Silver are not white but red, and therefore may be¬ 
come a Tindure. After the fame manner Saturn is 
not red outwardly, and yet with Mars becomes a red 
Tindure, as Silver doth with Gold. This I thought 
fit to fay here concerning the Secret Fire of Artephius: 
If you will know more of it read Artepbius , Pontanns, 
Paracelfus , Bracefcus , Nenfementius , Cofmopolitj 5 and 
others, who have made mention of it, and you will 
there find larger Inftrudions. 

Now as it is poftible to tranfmute not only Gold 
and Silver, but alfo the other inferior Metals into 
Tindures, by the Proprium Agens of Metals, fo you 
may alfo fix into Gold and Silver, the inferior Metals 
particularly, with an incredible profit, for the inferior 
Metals may be put in in great quantity, with a cheap 
Agent, and fo be maturated into Gold and Silver, 
which hitherto hath been known to very few in the 


World , but I do not doubt but hereafter it will be 
better known, by which many honeft Men will be de- 
livered from Slavery. For as you have already heard, 
the Proprittm Agens of the inferior Metals is cheap, fo 
that the imperfed Metals may be with (mall cons, by 
the addition of their Natural Proprium Agens, which 
was driven away in their melting, by the help of Ex¬ 
ternal Fire, maturated into the perfection of Gold and 
Si]ver. N. B. If you can have Metals yet in their 
03 r, that have not been in the Fire, and 3dd to each 
of them their Proprium Agens, and put them in clofc 
VdT'els info a fixing Furnace, and maturate them 
with a rcqiiilitc heat, then the fixation will the fooner 
be done, than with thofe Metals which have been al¬ 
ready melted \ yet thofe Oars mult be well walked 
and feparated from their Mine-Earth, before you pur 
them with their Proprium Agens to be fixed. N. B. 
This fixation of the unripe Metals into Silver and 
Gold, as alfo of Gold and Silver into a Tindure, by 
their Proprium Agens , may alfo be done by the humid 
way, if you diffolve your Metals in their proper Mcn- 
Itruums, and then digelt them for a fufHcicnt time." 
N. B. For fuch a moilt digeftion or fixation Vegetables 
are more fit than Minerals, and Animals fitter than 
both, yet all of them be made nfe of to fix both the 
common, and Metallick Mercuries, as well univerfally 
into Tindures, as particularly into Gold and Silver. 
Eut for the courfc Metals and their Oars, the univerfai 
Agent, Viz. Sulphur, Arfnicl with their Compeers, as 
Cooolt and Orpimcnt are the fitted. Gold and Silver 
have alfo their peculiar Agents, by which they are 
maturated into Tindures, of which the Animal Agent 
is found to be the beft, for it is of this nature, that it 
turns the inward hidden colours of Gold and Silver 
outwards, and renders them vifible, which no other 
univerfai fubjed can do like it. For if you cannot 
bring outwards the inward colour of Gold and Silver, 
it is impoffible to make Tindures of them. For Gold 
and Silver, as nature hath produced them in the Earth, 
have no abounding colour to tinge other Metals withal!, 
but no more than is required for their own perfection • 
but when they are exalted in their Colours by Art’ 
they are able plentifully to communicate their Colours 
to other Metals, but elfe not. Now what kind of 
Animal Agent this is, by which the Exaltation of Co¬ 
lours may be made, I dare not make common ha 
that will know more of it, muff enquire of Adam, 
w ho brought fuch an Effence with him out of Para- 
dife* You may alfo read my fifth Century together with 
the Explication, where this Subjcd is treated of. Now 
as the Proprium Agens of the Metals, which is their 
Spirits, viz. Sulphur, Arfnicl{, Coholt , Or pint eut, and 
the like Metallick Spirits, are fixed with the Metalline 
Bodies, and with them become fixed Metals, becaufe 
they are half Metals already, fo on the contrary, Salts 
which alfo are good Agents to Maturate Metals, yet 
become not Metals themfelves, as Sulphur, Arfmck^ 
Antimony , Orpimeut, Cobolt, Zinc\, Bifmuth, Lapis 
CaUminaris, and other Realgars or Metallick Spirits i 
for Salts do not participate of a Metall^k Nature, 
therefore they cannot become Metals bur when they 
touch, diffolve, volatilife, and again fix Metals, it is 
only done by their Acidity, which is a kind of that 
Adwjity which is naturally in Metals, and this is to be 
underfiood of Common Mineral Salts, as Common 
Salt, Salt Gem, Salnitre, Allome, Vitriol, and the like, 
which naturally grow in the Earth, in Stones, in Ri¬ 
vers, and alfo out of the Earth, which are dug out 
by Men and purified, and fo imploy’d for feveral'ufes.. 
Thefe Salts have a great affinity with the Metals, but 
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cannot become Metals. But the Vegetable and Ani¬ 
mal Saks are of another nature and property, they 
affociate themfelves with Metals , becaufc they fome- 
wliat participate, though but little, of the Metallick 
nature. The Animal Salts are principally Volatile, and 
make a good Sal Arrnoniack^ which hath a great affi- 
nicy with the Metals, as I have in my Writings fuffi- 
ciently (hewn. 1 he Salts of Vegetables are altered in 
the Fire, and become fixt Alcalies, which are alfo of 
good Life to Metals, as you may fee in my Writings. 
But the Volatile Sale of Animals far exceeds all other 
Salts, in its virtue } for it makes not only all Metals, 
how fixed foever they are, wholly volatile, and fepa* 
rates the cleaned Tinflure of Metals, Minerals, Pre¬ 
cious and ignoble Scones, that is, it feparates their 
immortal Anima from their grofs and unprofitable 
Bodies, with which you .may perforn incredible 
things, both in Phyfick and Alchymy \ But this won¬ 
derful Salt alfo makes the mod fubtile, as well good as 
bad Spirits, incredible quick, furmounting Human 
llndcrdanding, vifible, tangible. Corporeal and fixt, 
which concentrated and fixed Spirits, have ingrefs and 
egrefs through Doors loekt up, by which firangeand 
incredible tilings may be done. So great a power 
hath the Almighty bedowed upon the Animal (chiefly 
rhe Microcofinical SaltJ aboveallothcr Salts, which is 
known to few. For the Microcofmical Salt, and for 
want of that, the Volatile Salt of other Animals, 
Birds, Fidics, as alfo of Herbs and Woods have power 
to volatilife all fixed things, and again to fix the vola¬ 
tile. In which vo’atilifmg, the purer parts are fepa- 
rated from thegroffer, the which being fixt again, you 
have a finfture, and there is no nearer, eafier, or 
cheaper way in the World to attain to true Metallick 
Tinctures, than by the means of Volatilifing Salts. 
Taxe a flmilitude irom the Spirit of Corn or Wine, fo 
long as it is yet in the fees ot the Corn or Wine, if is 
Jittle edeemed, but when it is driven out by Diftilla- 
tion, and cleanfed by Rc&ification, and fo exalted in 
its Virtue, then it is Edeemed, bccaufe much good 
may be done with it. So and no otherwife you muft 
eltcem ot Metals, in winch fuch rare Tinftures are 
hidden, which rhen are not edeemed, becaufe few 
know what great things may be effected by them. 

T he like great freafuzes are alfo hidden in great quan¬ 
tities, which by the Ignorant are not edeemed or fought 
niter, notwithdarMmg that the Ancient Philofophers 
have highly recommended to us the Extractions, Di- 
ilillations and Separations of the noblcd Tinctures to 
he drawn out of grofs defpifed Metals and Stones, 
jet their profitable Dovliines and Admonitions have 
nken with very few. 

i'jfil Vahntine confcfteth in his Manuals, that the 
Wo;k ot the Philofophers can be compared to nothing 
better than fo flic known labour of making Spirit of 
\\ inc, which preparation is known even to Rufticks. 
The diftiilacton and reparation of the Tindhuc of Phi- 
lofophcrs is ?s eafie as to make Brandy, and yet it is | 
done but by very few*. j 

i\irj:eljh in his Coelum Philfopborum , fpeaking of 
ilie Spirits of Metals* faith plainly, that it is fo cafie « 
to make Gold and Silver, rhat it is not worth while * 
to write of it. Virgil alfo fheweth, how eafie a thing , 
it is to pluck the Golden Branches from the Qnake j 
free of Vitno /, and how cafily they vvili follow one | 
anotlkcr, if you but hold forth, your Hand, and when 
you have cropt one, he bids you alfo take a fecond. 
Whaf could be faid plainer ? But yet I tell you, that 
thefe Golden Branches are much more cafily, and in 
greater quantity to be obtained out of the Red Earth 


or Stones, than out of Metals \ but he that will not 
believe it, may remain in the dark. It is enough for 
me, that I have plainly declar’d the truth to the un¬ 
grateful World, without any refervation. Eut our 
Sal Armonuc ^ (I do not mean the Common ) is a 
good Proferpina , which eafily carries over the Tinfture 
ot Scones and Minerals. And he that will pluck thefe 
Golden Apple bearing Branches with profit, mutt 
very well confider after what manner to prepare his 1 
Prefer pin i , that fhe may touch and carry over only the 
cleanelt Tinftures, and leave the grofs Bodies behind. 
The Artift muft alfo be fufficiently experienced, how 
to feparate Proferpina or Minerva from the Extracted 
Tincture, for Minerva is a hinderance to the fixation 
of the 1 injure. And this is the principal fccret in 
this Myftety. For all Tinctures of Metals and Stones, 
after they are feparated from their grofs Bodies, by 
our Proferpina, they are volatile, and fo remain till 
they are feparated from our Proferpina . Although 
Proferpina is a two-fold Key, which both opens and 
fbuts, makes volatile and fixed, yet this is to be ob- 
ferved, that there are but very few who know how 
to ufe this Volatilifing and fixing Salt i and therefore 
I advife to feparate it from your Tincture, and then 
fix your Tincture. But if God (hall fo favour you, 
as to (hew you how to fix this Proferpina , Or, to 
fpeak plainer, our fccret Sal Armoniac 4 , with this 
Tincture which it hath drawn out of Metals and 
Stones, both together without any reparation into a 
tufile, red, penetrating, and tinging Stone, then you 
may for that blefs God all your life, for you may have 
always plenty, without any want, for there is no 
richer particular, nor univerfal Tindhire in the World. 

For what can be a greater Art than by the help of 
our Sal Armoniack,, in a few hours, to draw a pure 
Tincture out of grofs Metals and Scones, to bring it 
over by Diftillation, topurifieit to the bigheft by Re¬ 
ctifications, and then again to render thofe Volatile 
Tinctures in a few hours, fixt and confiant in the Fire, 
fo that by them you may immediately tinge the inferior 
Metals, particularly into good Gold? I Glauber truly 
fay this, that this highly profitable Labour, to draw 
the Tinctures out of Metals and Stones,by the help of 
our Sal Armoniat \, to exalt them, and again to fix 
them, requires hardly twenty four hours time from the 
beginning to the end. Which to the unskilful will 
feem incredible, but whether it be believ’d or no, is 
all one to me. It is the Will of God, that his great 
Gifts fliall not come among the impious, but only re¬ 
main among thofe, whom he eftcems worthy of[thofe 
high Secrets, and them who alfo will make good ufe 
of them. Virgil at firft gave but a hint of it in few 
Words. Afterwards Cofmopolita did explain this great 
Work at length. Then Ncufementius published it yet 
plainer, but the Work is molt clearly and largely def- 
cribed in all its Circumftanccs, by the pious Brafefuts , 
in his Dialogue de Liguo Vitst , but it is received by ve¬ 
ry few, bccaufe the proud loletanus defpifed this cheap 
Martial Labour, as if Mart contained no good at all, 
but that it was only to be found in Gold and Silver. 

I ingenioufly confels, that I am acquainted with fevc- 
ral good Secrets, by which one may reap Profit out of 
Metals, yet none of them is cheaper and eafier, than 
the Work of Virgil upon J r itriol> or the Opake Tree, 
to break off the Golden Branches one after another, by 
the help ot his Proferpina , or Eagles Wings, or Griffins 
Claws. But if one would reap good-Prorit by this La¬ 
bour, he muft be furniftied with a good quantity of 
Griffins Claws and Eafes Wings, which alfo is Cafie 
to be had in great quantity, for I have fufficiently 
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Taught how to prepare them Further, it is needful 
to know, afrer ive have drawn the Tinctures, out of 
Red Metals and Stones, by our Alcaheff how to per¬ 
fect them, becaufc they arc yet Volatile, no Metal 
can be meliorated by them, therefore they mull be 
fixed before they can be ufed. This Fixation maybe 
inade in the fpaceof fix hours, fo that thefe Tindturcs 
retain their ingrifs and fufibilicy* fo thar it they arc 
put upon a red hot Plate, they melt in a moment, en¬ 
ter and tinge as readily, as Oyl doth dry Leather-, 
which all Tindhires do hot, but mud be brought roit 
by Arc, but our Tincture only which is made by Vo¬ 
latile Spirits, doth It : Thercafon is this, all grofs and 
and fixed Bodies are naturally influxile, on the con¬ 
trary, all Volatile Spirits again Coagulated into fixed 
Bodies, mud of neceifuy be fluxible and penetrating. 
Obferve this well, for it is plainly enough fpoken. Con¬ 
cerning this, fee the Epijlle of Arnoldus to the Pope, and 
there yoti will find this Obfervation. Without this 
Secret Sal Armoniac no good can be done in Alcby - 
my. Thus I end my Explication of the Secret Fire, 
by which all Metals particularly and Univerfally, are 
maturated, with incredible Profit, to the perfection of 
Gold and Silver. Now it remains to give fomchint, 
how thefe Secret Fires or Agents, feparately by each 
Proprium Agens , may be after a peculiar manner, ma¬ 
turated into Tindures. You have heard that com¬ 
mon Sulphur is the Proprium Agens of Saturn^ which 
Becomes fixed with the Lead, and in this Fixation it 
alfo fixeth and tingeth its Patient the Lead, into 0 
and D. You have alfo heard, that Arfenid \ or Coholt 
is the Proprium A gens of Tin, and that Arfenicl^ the 
Agent is eafilyfixed by its Parient-, Tin, and with the 
Tin becomes v and i\ And alfo, that the common 
$ is fixed inro good Silver With Lead. And all Vo¬ 
latile Realgars, as Orpimcnt and its Compeers, maybe 
fixed into good Gold with $ and x, which is the 
naked Truth, of which I would have none to doubt* 
for l mv fdf have feveral times performed thefe cheap 
Fixations, and bccaufe 1 am fufficiently fatisftea in it, 
I dare fatisfie others. 

I have thought ir unneceffary to deferibe, at large, 
all the Manuals which belong to this cheap Fixation of 
the inferior Metals, and alfo to the Coagulation of the 
Volatile mineral Spirits, intoconftant Gold and Silver. 
I have therefore publifhed it as fhort l yet comprehcn- 
five enough) as 1 could, that you may fpeculate into 
it your lelves> and then you cannot fail, except 
God prohibit you, which often happens to evil Men, 
which fee eafie things done before their Eyes, which 
yet they cannot imitate. Now to put an end to this 
bufinefs, and to prove that the llniveifal Agent, the 
common Sulphur , which is the Grandfather or Demo- 
gergon of all Minerals and Metals, hath alfo its Propri¬ 
um Agens , by which it maybe maturated into a Uni- 
verfal Medicine or Tin&urc, I have thought fit to ac¬ 
quaint the W orld with this eafie and cheap Fixation 
of Sulphur chiefly, becaufe I have already, fome years 
fince, treated of this eafie Fixation of Sulphur > but I 
have not there difeovered every thing fo plainly, that 
every one may prepare it. But now I intend, God 
willing, to pubhfh it fo clear and comprehcnfive, that 
even any Mechanic may not only underfland, but ea- 
fily imitate it. I pray God to’ailift me in it, Amen, 
Some years ago I taught, how, by the help of my Sal 
Miralile^ to fix any common Sulphur^ but chiefly, ft-ch 
as is yet bound up in Wood or Sea-Coals, and doth 
rot fo cafily fly in the Fire, but is ealicr to be handled 
with a red hot hear, than the open Fluxile common 
Sulphur. This cuiious Work I have ftiewed to fen.e 


Friends with my own hands, and highly recommen¬ 
ded it to diem, to take it in hand, and bring it to 2 
good end, becaufe I was certain, that iunuft become 
anch, and far extending Tinfture. But feeing the Sul- 
phur would not prcfemly be fixed, they left rhe Work; 
Whereupon I farther divulged this Work by writing, 
and made it common. Notwirhftanding which, as yec 
very little hath been attempted about it, becaufe every 
one is in hafle, and hath not Patience to wait for a good 
end, not confidcring rhat every thing muft have its 
time, and that hafre makes wafte. Muft not the Plow¬ 
man, when he fowshis Corn Into the Earth, to have 
an hundred fold cncreafc, wait the due time before he 
can have this Multiplication ? Why ftiould not then 
alfo a Chymtji wait his time, for this profitable Fixa¬ 
tion, that will fecompcnfe him a thoufand fold ? Now 
to return again to our bufinefs, to (hew that any com¬ 
mon Combuliible Sulphur $ which otherwifeis an uni 
veifal Agent for all Metals, to maturate them into Gold 
and Silver, hath alfo its own Proprium Agens. } by which 
it is not only maturated into O and D a but alfo into a true 
univcrlal 1 indure ^ and this is done only by certain 
Salts, rhat have Power to fix the Sulphur, and make 
it ccnflant in the Fire. Cofmopolita minds us of this 
very well, when he faith, that Salt,in the conflict with 
Sulphur , gave him a deadly Wound , which is very 
true, and befides Salt or ftrong Spirit of Salt hath 
Power to fix it, if they be feveral times drawn off from 
it. How this is to be done, I have taught in my Three 
Principles of Metals . But ft ch a Sulphur as is fixed by 
Aqua Fortis , is alfo quite killed, and its ingrefs into 
Metals is taken away, but may be reftored to it again, 
fo that iteafily entersMetals,and tingeth them through¬ 
ly. Paracclfus faith, you muft reverberate the fixed 
til! it comes to be Red, and then draw out the 
Tinfture, with Spirit of Wine, and then fix D or § 
with it into Gold. Nenfementius teachcth to drown 
the Dragon in the Stygian Waters, that is to fix him, 
and when he is come to the higheft degree of fixity, 
that then you muft revive, or Volatize him again, and 
then fix him the fecond time, and fhen he hath a 
better ingrefs into Metals to tinge them. Bracefcus 
teacheth alfo, to extract his fixed Sulphur , out of the 
fixed Scales of Iron, and to fix them into a Fluxile 
and penetrating 1 injure. Cofmopolita teacheth it af¬ 
ter this manner, viz. how to deliver Sulphur out of 
his Prifon, and that he will give to his Redeemer a 
Crown 0 i Three Kingdoms fdr a Recompence. Oat 
of thefe, the true Fixation of Sulphur is fufficiently to 
be learned, and needs no farther inftrudion, but yet I 
cannot torbear here to fet down my way, how to fir£ 
it, that the Artift may fo much the eaiier attain his 
End. And this Fixation of Sulphur may be done after 
feveral manners. 

And Firft in this : I have taught, how Sulphur may 
be fixed into a Red Carbuncle, perfifting in the Fire, 
where 1 have treated of my Sal MirabiSs: It is true, 
this way of fixing is done without any coft, yet it re¬ 
quires a certain , tho no very long, time , which 1*9 
the reafon, that hitherto few have tryed any thing in it, 
and yet it is very dillicult to come cafier and chea¬ 
per to the Fixation of Sulphur \ and befides, rhere is 
this advantage in fixing the Sulphur with'the Sj/A//- 
rabile , that it retains its eafie Flux and Ingrefs into 
Metals, which that fixed by Aqua Fortis doth not, 
but into an unmdtable Earth, which hath no ingrefs 
into Metals except it be procured by Art, which every 
one cannot do. Yet Nenfementius hath clearly deferibed 
it in thefe Words .* When thou haft brought thv Sub¬ 
ject to its higheft Fixation, to wit, by the Abftradi- 

X on 
















82 


Of the Secret Fire of Philofophers.. Part 111. 


(which Fixation he alfo clearly ty Salt 
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which fo plainly expreft, that it isimpoilible to ex 
prefs it plainer, yet thefe excellent Writings are writ- 
ten only fupcrvacaneoufly,and underfiood and tmttated 
but by few. 1 Hill add even to fopeifluity, one way 
more how to fix any Sulphur whatfoever to do won¬ 
ders in rhyf.ck. it. Sea-Coals, or tn do (eft of them. 
Wood Coals powdered, good Saltpeter ,Common Salt, 
and Ovl of Vttrrl; of each alike quantity, put thefe 
four things into a Glafs Retort well coated, fix a Re¬ 
ceiver to it, and in an open F.red.fi.l off all the Humi¬ 
dity, urge it at length with the ftrongell Fire, and 
a Green Liquor of Sulphur will come over, which the 
Ancients called the Green Lyon, which diffolves ©, 
and when they aredigefted a good while, or the Green 
Liquor is often abfirafted from the G, then they are 
fixed together, and the Liquor of Sulphur , together 
with the G, turns info a Red tinging Stone. N. b. it 
you will that the Sulphur (hall not come over, but re¬ 
main fixed behind, you may inftead of the common 
Salt, which makes the Sulphur Volatile, put Saltpetre , 
which is of this Nature, as well as Ovl of Vitriol , to 
make any Sulphur fixed, but common Salt makes it 
Volatile. Jafon killed or fixed the always watching 
Dragon with a (hong Water of Saltpetre. Bract feus, 
Baflius , Tardcelfus, Neufemcutitis and others have done 
the like’, he that will truh follow them y cannot err, but 
it is impolitic to explain to the ignorant any thing, 
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tient Men fhould not meddle with AlcbyJhy, but rather 
drink a Bottle of Wine, which is fconci done than a 
Combufiible Fugitive Sulphur can be fixed. The lear¬ 
ned Ancients have taught us, that Patience is the Root 
ol all Sciences and Arts, wherefore then are Fools fo 
Tally in their Undertakings ? When all Philofophers 
llnanimoully teftifie,that all Feftination proceeds from 
the Devil. Paracelfus hath taught how to fix Sulphur , 
by the help of a ftrong Aqua Fortis , by abftradling it 
from it four or five times. But 1 have taught, how to 
fix it by the abftradling of a firong Aqua Fortis, but 
once, in my Book of the Three Principles: *T'\s tiue, 
by this way it lofctli its Fluxibilicy and Ingrefs, but 
this may be reftored to it again, which for certain Rca- 
fons, I did not think fit to make known. Now be¬ 
ing we know, that nothing fixeth but Sulphur , and 
that aCombuftible Sulphur fpoils the Metals, and 
makes them Black, and a fixed one hath no Ingrefs, 
but when that is given to it, it is fit to tinge the Me¬ 
tals, for whatever tingetb the Metals conllantly, muff 
it felf be fixed, or elfe it would not endure the Cupel. 
’Tis true, out of M*rs and Venus, you may eafily ex- 
tra< 5 F a Tindlure, which yet doth not tinge conllantly, 
except they be firft truly fixed. Very many have 
thought, that if they could but incorporate a Crocus 
/F/fjr///withSilver,thatofnecefiity it mull become Gold, 


r, r t,, f C niav prefently imitate it. You mull your- but they found thcmfclves to be miOaken, for if Cro- 

Y . t •« l __ J * rr*c A/fsrviit m i 1 nnrm if finrr< 


fdf take the thing in hand, and proceed diligently, 
clfe nothing can be done : Let this fuffice to be faid 
concerning common Sulphur, which isi an Umverfal 
Agent, to maturate all Metals, and it fclf is fixed tv ith 
Metals, into and i) s and alfo by Saltpetre and 1 1- 
triol is fixed into a true Tinfturc, as is here demon- 
firated. Here 1 put an end to the Explanation ot the 
Agent, and Patient of Metals, how to fix them par¬ 
ticularly into Gold and Silver, and Universally into 
Tindtures. It yet remains to give a fmall implica¬ 
tion of the Fixation of Sulphur * 


A RECAPITULATION 


Header, 


i 


cits Martis fhould be put upon Silver, it doth not tinge 
it at all, but again becomes Iron, and makes the Silver 
brittle. N. B . But if you know how to prepare a Red 
Sulphur of Iron, conftant upon the Cupel , without 
returning to Iron again, and then draw out of this Red 
fixed Sulphur, its pureft Anima or Tindturc, you have 
a Colour to tinge all the Metals in the World. Tbis 
is the Reafon, that the Old Philofophers have fb often 
inculcated, codeftroy the Gold; So that it cannot be 
reduced into Gold again, and that then \ou would 
have the greateft of Secrets. But I could do nothing 
more with fuch a defrroyed Gold, till 1 learned rogive 
it ingrefs, for when it is defiroyed it enters no Me¬ 
tal, but if yon give it ingrefs, then it tingeth, fo alfo 
neither Mars, nor common Sulphur can tinge, if they 
have no ingrefs which you may calily believe. 

Therefore the whole Art to make Tinftures con- 
fills, firft in making of the red Metals as Gold, Iron, 
and Copper, irreducible, then to extradr their Tin- 
diurc, and to give an Ingrefs. This labour is a very 
eafie thing to the knowing, but incredible ro the un¬ 
skilful •, for I have fome years fince, fhewn to fome 


Have taught in this Book, what the Proprium A - ^ 

gens of Metals is. By which they are naturally ma- j Friends out of kindnefs the deftrudtion and fixation 
ated in the Earth, viz- That the Demogorgon or Sul- of fuch Metals, together with the Extraction and In¬ 
grefs, very plainly,and highly recommended to them 


turated ... ... . 

phur, is not only the Father of all Metals, but alfo 
their llnivcrfal Agent , or Maturating Fire, by 
which all the Metals naturally in the Parch, and by 
Art out of the Earth are brought to pufedtion, and 
that alfo betides Sulphur , as the llnivcrfal Agent, the 
Metals have their particular, or proper Agents, which 
help to bring the Metals to perfection, as well as the 
llnivcrfal Agent. I have alfo taught, that the Vola¬ 
tile Spirits of Metals, or their proper Agents, do not 
only maturate their Metals, but alfo become good Bo¬ 
dies thcmfclves with the Metals. I have alfo taught, 
how Sulphur , as allnivcifal Agent chiefly by Salts, 
may be maturated into aTindture, which Fixation 


this univerfa! work ? they have performed the fixation, 
but the Extraction and Inccration they have net done, 
although it is fo eafie that a.Child of Ten years old 
may calily perform it. My hopes were, that when 
they had perfedkd it, they fhould give me forre of 
the Tindlurc, but in ftcad of a recompense, they 
cold me they could not do it, which was becaufc 
God kept his hand over it. After the way that is 
here fhewn, Tisdtures may be ealkft prepared out of 
red Sulphureous Metals and Stones, and I have a 
fmall quantity of it by me, which will tinge red, I 
made it before my Sicknefs, and keep it as a memo¬ 
rial 
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rial to my Pofierity. Some perhaps may ask, whether 
there be not a nearer way 10 prepare Tindturcs for 
Metals, than by Extractions and Fixations, which 
require much time and Cofts. I mfwcr, ’tis certain 
there are nearer ways to fix Sulphurs in their whole 
fub/hnee withour lofs of ivcighr, without any addi¬ 
tion of Salts or Spirits of Saits, very cade and cheap. 
vtz. by the Univeifal Coagulator into a Tindturc, 
and by their particular Coagulators into Gold and Sil¬ 
ver. Concerning the Coagulators I have already made 
them known , viz that Lead is the Coagulator of 
Common Sulphur , and Vulgar Mercury, Tin is the 
Coagulator of Arfnid^ and Cobolt, Iron and Copper 
are the Coagulators of Orpiment , Sandarach, and all 
ocher Realgars, and that Gold and Silver are the Coa¬ 
gulators of the Mercury of Antimony into a Tindhure. 
Now concerning the llniverfal Coagulator, 7 tis not a 
Malleable or fulible Metal, but only an immature Vo¬ 
latile Mineral, not,much unlike ro Lead Oar, and 
therefore the Philofophers have called it the Sa¬ 
turnine Magnefia , and this is not all one and the 
fame, for it is found in different colours and figures, 
fo that he who will ufe them muft well underftand 
their difference, that he may not take the wrong for 
his work, and fo lofe his labour. The Ancients have 
not revealed this Volatile Mineral, but kept it as a llni- 
verfal Coagulator in the greateft fecrecy, and that not 
without reafon, hecaufe they maturated their Volatile 
Metallick Spirits and Tinfrures by it. Yet the Vo* 
Jatile Tindhircs may alfo be fixed, without this Uni- 
verfal Coagulator, but that requires much time there¬ 
fore they have ufed this Coagulator for an help, and fo 
they could maturate the moil Volatile Metallick Spirits 
into fixed Tindhires, in a fhort time, and this Com¬ 
pendium is the chiefeft thing in the Chymical Art, fee 
the Treatife of the 7 bree Principles of AJetals. Now 
to return again to Su'pbur, and to demonftrate^ that it 
may be eatily made fixed in the Fire, which is thus: 
Take one part of Common Sulphur, mix it with three 
or four parts of Lead Afhes, put this mixture into a 
Itrong Earthen*Cementing Box, lute it well with a 
good lirong Lute that will not crack, when the Lute 
is dry, put it into a Cementing Furnace, or into fuch 
a Fire, that in the beginning will only melt the Sul¬ 
phur, fo that it may penetrate the Lead Afhes, and 
hide it felf in them, and fo be initiated to the Fire, then 
by degrees increafe your Fire from day to day, till at 
length the Crucible become to be of a dark brown, 
then increafe your Fire flill more, and continue this 
fo long till the Sulphur becomes quite fixed with the 
Lead Afhes, and confrant in the Fire*, and this will 
require eight or ten months time, during which time 
the Sulphur becometh fixed, and hath tinged and 
fixed its Body, the Lead as much 2s it could, for it is 
not poffible for it to fix all the Lead after this manner 
into Gold and Silver, but only part of it, yet fo that 
an hundredfold profit i$ made of it, if you proceed 
rightly in the matter. The reafon of the melioration 
of the Lead is this: If Saturn hath power to make a 
Combufiible Sulphur , incombufiible and fixed in the 
Fire, fo that it neither fumes nor burns, then it is 
certainly as good and lit for tinging as another Sulphur, 
which is made fixed by much labour of abftradting 
Aqua Forth Irom it.. In this Fixation the Sulphur r e- 
lains its Ingrefs, and therefore needs not to be given 
to it afterwards, for it had an Ingrefs when it was not 
fixed, and when it is made fixed it flill retains it. 
This makes good that common faying of the Philofo¬ 
phers : If Sulphur fnall firlt penetrate Saturn , and Sj - 


S? 

turn attracts it willingly by reafon of its great drynefs, 
and unites it fclf with it, then it is faid that Nature 
rejoycetb in Nature. When it can be made red-hot 
with the Lead, then it is faid. Nature overcometh Na- 
tttre, but when the rixed Sulphur remains con bant with 
the Lead upon the Cupel, then it is faid, Natureretaiiis 
Nature. This which I here declare fo plainly, all Phi- 
fophers before me have kept very fecret, but that I 
here reveal fuch great fecrets, I have a reafon for it, 
which is not necelfary for every one to know. Now 
as we have here taught the fixation of Sulphur by Lead, 
alter the fame manner the fixation of Arfnid^ is to be 
doneby Tin,which becomes fixed with it in the Fire, to 
the great profit of the Artift, it recompenfeth him with 
Gold and Silver upon the Cupel ■, and this Work the 
Philofophers always kept very fecret. Cofmopolita 
writes, that there is a fmall Fifh in the Sea named 
Femora, which hath fuch power, that if it fits upon 
the Stern of the Ship, i^caufcth it to ftand flill, fo 
that although the Wind fills the Sails, yet it cannot 
move. In another place, he calls this Fifh Ecbineii, 
which if you read backwards, founds Tin Afhes. 
Other Philofophers alfo write of this work of Fix¬ 
ing, that there arc always two forts of Birds in the 
Neft, or two forts of Dragons in the Dc n , that one 
of them would willingly flay, which is the Body, but 
the other which hath Wings, would always fly away, 
yet at length it is by degrees fo overcome by that 
which hath no Wings, that at Jafl it endeavours no 
longer to fly. The fame happens here to our Volatile 
/Irfnick,, that is, with the fixed Tin Afhes, the Vola¬ 
tile part Arfnid >_ is always flriving to fly away, but 
the Tin Afhes binds and keeps it, that it is forced to 
flay againfl its will, and alfo become fixed with its 
Companion. Now as we have here proceeded with 
Arfnicl «, and Tin, and with Sulphur and Lead, after 
the fame manner muft be done with Orpiment , and 
Mars or Venus, but with Sulphur and the Mercury of 
Antimony, together with Gold and Silver, the fixa¬ 
tion is performed after a peculiar manner, which fixa¬ 
tion I have already declared, and therefore need not 
repeat it.^ This I would have noted concerning the 
Agents and Patients of Metals, but I am very well 
aflured, although this fixation is very mean and ealie 
in it fclf, that yet it will not eafily be imitated, and 
that becaufe I have made known fo great a Secret in 
fo fimple and mean a Style, •frie World is full of 
Pride, and cannot give credit to fuch mean things, 
but rather looketh after high, tedious, and fophifti- 
cate things, which arc worth nothing, if they are 
but fet off with fine words God will have it fo,thac 
thefe great Secrets may not fall into the hands of the 
Impious. Here, in the fixation of the Common Sttl- 
phur with Lead, and Arfnid' K with Jupiter, Orpiment 
with. Mars and Venus, I have fpoken openly, and hid 
nothing, yet I am certain it will not be taken in hand, 
partly becaufe of the length of time required in the 
fixation, which will deter many from this work, many 
who fliall read it will not be able to believe, that fo 
calie a fixation hath been done, becaufe none hath 
hitherto written of the like cheap way of Meliorating 
Metals, nor fpoke fo plainly as I have done. Many 
will take Exceptions at my Perfon, and fay, if it was- 
.true what Glauber writes' of the calie fixation of the 
inferior Metals, to tranfmute them into Gold and Sil¬ 
ver, he would Jo it hinffelf, and thereby make himfelf 
rich, and not publifli things of fo great a concern. 
To this 1 anfwer, that my great Age, and many weak- 
neffes will not permit me to take fuch things in hand, 
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by which nothing but Worldly Riches are acquired, 
which fometimes do Men more harm than good, which 
I never did nor cVer will feek after. If others will 
do it, they may. I trouble not my felf about the Mam¬ 
mon, but prepare my felf for a happy paffage into a 
more peaceable Life, where there is noilrife nor mi- 
ferv , but everlafting Peace, and evcrlafting Light 
reigns perpetually. But in that I have difeovered 
thefe great Secrets, by which thofc who feek after 
them, may become very rich, I have done it out 
of a good meaning, viz . that if many by this flull 
attain good means, that fome of them at leaf! may 
affift the poor out of their abundance. To this end 
only have I difeovered thefe Lucriferous Secrets, and 


not at all to pleafe the Proud and Covetous. But yet 
although I have deferibed all plainly without any re- 
ferve of the Manuals thereunto belonging, I am very 
well fatisfied, that God will keep his hand over it, and 
will not indifferently give his Blclfing to all in it, but 
Will fo difpofe it, that his gifts may not be mifufed. 
And therefore I am very well fatisfied, that Art will 
remain Art, although ic be never fo clearly laid down 
before the Eyes of all Men. To whom God will 
give it, him I envy not, but vvifh him GodsBleffing 
with it, and earneftly exhort him, that when God 
hath bleffed him, that he by no means forget the Poor. 
Amen . 


TREAT IS E 

CONCERNING 

The Animal-Stone: 

o r; 

Of that Animal Matter or Subject which Cjod ingrafted into Adam 
and Eve, as a Divine Portion or Fatrimony in ‘Paradife, and which 
he fill retained after his Fall and \Baniflmcnt out of Paradifc, 
brought it with him thence , and after Death too\ it along with him 
to his Graye , or to the Earth from whence he was taken and made ; 
What kind of Matter properly it is } and in what manner a true 
Dniverfal Median may be made of it. Faithfully Tranfated out of 
the Hi?h-Dutch. 

O 


The PREFACE. 


Curteous R £ A D E R * 

H P Avwg in fome of my lafl Ptiblifhed Writings, 

| and efpecially in my Fifth Century, treated of 
* a certain Matter , called by the Ancient and 
w Modern Philofophers , The Philofophers * 
Stone, which Matter they fiyg Gcd implanted in the jir/h' 
Man Adam, and which af ter hit Fall and Banifhmtnt^ he 
brought with bun out of Paradife , and after bit Death , 
too k it along with b m to bis Grave , without revealing 
this Divine Fun,n my and Portion to any of bis Pofierity 
fo that this great 1 re afire continued for fome time hidden 


from the wicked World , until at length it pleafed God to 
open the Eyes of fome bonefl Men to kjtow and difeern this 
great Gift of God , which they alfo made kgtown to others , 
though this communication of theirs was of little ttfe to 
proud Worldlings, whofe Eyes are only fired upon outward 
Fifbles , not minding the inward Invifibles, Wherefore 
none of them could believe , that fo great a Jreafnre was 
bid in Sinful Man , as accounting nothing worthy their 
ejieem , but Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones, atid catting 
out upon the Dunghill as loathfom and contemptible what 
is far better than Gold or Silver . 

And 
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And bccaufe fame of my Enemies have jlandcred fine 
of my fry it: it" s , as if they contained abfurd and im- 
pojftble things - to the end that nine by their Lies and 
Slanders wax be led afide from the tv ay of truth , I am 
rtfo ved to jet the Iruihs J haze written in a greater 
Light, and palpably to evidence before the whole V/orld^ 
that what 1 have taught, viz, that a Mineral Aurifying 
Virtue lies hid in Vegetables and Animals as well as in 
Metals, is no abfurdity, but a great truth , to the jhante 


a nd con fit r tm of my e n ;; ms A dverf vies . 

0 thou Eternal Light ^ without the leaf mixture of dark- 
nets , Crest r and G^zenur (f Ileiveh a\:i Earth n 
fend down upn: me thy holy Stirit , beam into my Soul a 
Kay of thy Heavenly Ij ht , that it may enlighten my 
Hearty Brain , and 'Underfunding, that I may write 
nothin* but what may ferae to thy Glory , the falvati a of 
my Soul , and the enhghtniug of many tbnthnds that 
wander in the darhytefs cf Error. A men. 


OF THE 

ANIMAL-STONE. 


I N the Name of the moft Holy Trinity, I under¬ 
take to communicate and declare to the dark 
wicked World, the great Wonder-works of 
God, and Myfterics of Nature, and that with 
fo much clearnefs and evidence as never hitherto hath 
been done by any fo as not only the good, and fuch 
as are taught of God, but alfo the perverfe Worldly 
Learned, or the moft ignorant Ruftick may compre¬ 
hend, underftand, and even handle with their Hands, 
tli 3 t I have fundamentally declared and manifefted the 
Myftcries of God and Nature, to the glory of God, 
and good, of Mankind. 

In order to perform the great Work I have under¬ 
taken, it is needful that we know firft, what the 
thing is, we are to feek, and next, where we are to 
feek for it. The thing we (eek for, is the Philofo- 
phers Stone, which affords the PoffTelTor thereof health 
of Body, and an honeft plentiful Maintenance. Now 
forafmuch as moft of the Ancient and Modern Philo- 
fophers, a few only excepted, point us to*Metals, and 
efpecially to fixt Sol and Luna, thence to procure for 
our felves this great Treafure., though they handle this 
matter with fo much obfeurity, that among!! an hun 
dred thoufand Seekers, fcarcely one is found that at¬ 
tains to his detired End, moft of them btfides fpend- 
ing their Goods and Eftates in the fruitlcfs purfuit of 
this hid Treafure -, whereof thofe in a great meafure 
are guilty who perfuade Men that Sol is the Subject of 
the Philosophers, and that all other matters are impro¬ 
per and unfit for their Work } But others again in¬ 
form us, that this great Treafure may be obtained a 
nearer, cafier, and cheaper way, without Sol or any 
other coltly Subjects*, Concerning which cheap, and 
every where to be found, Subjects, 1 have made men¬ 
tion in fome of my late publillied W ritings, and par¬ 
ticularly in my Firth Century, yet not fo plainly as 
wholly (0 expole thefc Pearls to fwine, for rhem to 
tread them under their Feet. And forafmuch as fe- 
veral ignorant and envious Perfons have taken occa- 
fion to appear and contradict elide iry Writings, as if 
it were impoifible to find Mineral Virtues *n Vegetables 
or Animals, I am moved to flop the Mouths of thefe 
envious and ignorant Back biters, and ro exj ofc than 
to the Pubiick fhame of the \\\ 1 Id 1 conkfs 1 do 
rot think rhefe Slanderers wot thy that 1 fhould takeany 
pains to confute or convince them of their Error, be- 
caufe I am not to mind what fuch as they, but wliat 
honeft Men, and what truth ir felf, (peaks. But bc- 
caufe this demonftraiion may be of ufe 10 undccciw 


and inform many Seekers after this Treafure, Ifuppofe 
I fhall do a good work, in giving this evident tefti- 
mony to Truth, whereby not only the Mouths of Slan¬ 
derers may be flopp’d, but the Eyes of the Deceived 
may be opened to difeern the Truth. 

We proceed then to hear the Verdidt of Truth in this 
Matter, whether indeed fuch a Mineral Virtue be hid 
in Vegetables and Animals, as that the Philofepbcrs 
Scone may be prepared of them. And firft we will 
fpeak ot Man, as being the Nobleft of all Gods Crea¬ 
tures, and then proceed to the four-footed Beaftsof the 
Earth K the Fowls of the Air, Fifties in the Sea, and alt 
Creeping Things, and laft of all to Trees, Plants and 
Herbs, to fee what the Almighty Power of God hath 
laid up and hid in thefe for the ufe and welfare of Man¬ 
kind. 

As to Man, the moft Excellent part of Gods Crea¬ 
tion, whom God made a Ruler and Governor over all 
his Creatures in Paradife, vve know that he was made 
very good, without the want of any thing that might 
conduce to his happinefsor perfection, which goodnefs 
continued in him after his Fall, though much clouded 
and veiled. Forafmuch then as God hath been pleafed 
to lay up in Man this great Treafure, ro the end he 
might make ufe of it for his good and perfection, we 
muft conclude, that the Divine Wifdom hath placed it 
fo, that Man may always have recourfe to ir, and take, 
thereof, (without any hurt to £jis Body ) to thegloryof 
God, and his own good. For had Gcd placed rlus 
Treafure in theFlcfh or Blood of Man, he would have 
been obliged to hurt and weaken his Body b\ cutcinga 
piece of his own Flefli, or letting out his Blood in 
order to prepare this great Mcdicin, which by this 
means would prove too dear, fo that moft Seekers 
would rather want the Mcdicin, than attain it this way.. 
But God, who is the Eternal Wifdom it fclf, hath not 
been guilty of any fuch overfight in his Works, which 
are all perfect, and no fault to be found with them , 
and it Nature in any of her productions prove defective, 
that is not to be attributed to God, but to Satan, who 
whilft Man ilept fowed the Tares amongft the good 
Seed, which the Mailer of the Houfhold had fowed in 
his Field. 

If it be fo then, that God hath not laid up this great 
Treafure in the Flefli or Blood of Man, \vc may further 
enquire, where then wc are to look for it ? Certain it 
is, that God, our Heavenly and Wife Father, hath laid 
up this great Treafure in Man, where at all times, 
without any let, pains or trouble, he may come at it. 
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3nd have it Tor nothing, viz., in the Superfluities of 
Nature, as Iri re, Dung, Hair, Sweat, and Spittle. I 
fay that in thefe delpicablc Excrements and Superflui¬ 
ties of Nature, God hath laid up a great Portion for 
Man, which he by reafen of his Pride, blindnefsand 
hardnefs of Heart, cannot fee or perceive. 

Another Queftion that may b.. Iiercdi manded, is, In 
which of thefe Excrements this Trcalure is molt co- 
pioufly to be found ? To which I anfwer, that it may 
be had fiom any of them, but in the one more plenti¬ 
fully than in the other, but which is the mod fit and 
proper for this Work, I dare not plainly fet down at 
prefent, for fear of expoftng and proflituting this Pearl 
to the Wicked and Unworthy, which all honelf Philo- 
fophers have fo highly forbidden. But this I will do, 
viz. mod clearly demonfirate, by many in dances, t hat 
out of all the Natural Excrements and Superfluities, 
whether offour-footed Beads, Fiflics, Creeping Things 
and all Vegetables, a Mineral Aurifying Virtue, that is 
the Matter of the Philofophers Stone, may be had, and 

that without cod and charges in all parts of the World, 

fo that no body,how mean fo ever he be, but may have 
enough of the matter for nothing, and needs not by 
his Poverty be deterred from undertaking this great 
Work, that affords Health and Riches to him that can 

bring it to an happy end. 

I proceed now to thofe Proofs and Experiments 
that evidently make out, that in all things ( befides 
Metals) a Mineral Virtue and Power is found, where¬ 
by the Philofophers Stone may be prepared. I (hall 
begin fird with four-footed Beads, becaufe I do think 
it fitting for feveral weighty Reafons, at this time to 
pafs by the Myderies that lie hid in Man, that they 
may not be expofed to the Wicked and Unworthy. 
Now thefe Excrements and Superfluities of four-footed 
Eeafls as well as of Man arc different, according to 
their diverfe Paffages and Places of Production, as 
Urine which makes its paffage through the Bladder, 
Dung through the Guts, Sweat through' the Pores of 
the Skin, Spittle through the Mouth, and the Hair or 
Wood of Beads, alfo through their Skin or Hide, and 
accordingly arc of different Virtues and Powers, lip* 
on this account we mud conclude, that in the Sweat 
of Men or Beads, there is not fo great virtue as there 
is in Urine, the former being a fuddain and almod in- 
dantaneous Generation,whereas the later requires fome 
hours time before it can pafs through its feveral Cha¬ 
nels and be made fit for Natures reparation. So like- 
wife is Mans Dung a long while a pafllng through the 
Guts, which in Man and Heads arc much longer than 
in Birds or Fifhcs, to the end that the Dung might be 
the better putrified and digeded i Thus we find by 
Experience, that the Dung of a Stork which paffeth 
only through one fnort Gut,when it falls upon the Grafs 
doth prefently burn and fcorcli it, whereas the Dung of 
Men and Beads laid to the Roots of Vegetables, or any 
way conveyed to the fame, do drengthen and invigo¬ 
rate them, and are indeed the highelt Medicin of Vege¬ 
tables ; as Country Farmers well know, who with the 
help of the Dung of Men and other Animals are ufed 
to cure their lick, barren, and overwrought Fields, 
Vineyards and Orchards, redoring them to their for¬ 
mer drength and fertility. But though fimple Ru- 
fiicks be very well acquainted with the great virtue 
and ufe of Dung, yet our great Learned Men cannot 
b.lieve, that in fuch a dcfpicable Subject diould be 
lodged fuch an Excellent Univcrtal Medicin, capable 
to cure the Difeafes of Men and Meta's j and the rca- 
fr n is, becaufe they love Pride and IJlcnefs too well, 
v, ill not put their hands to the work, contenting them- 


fclves with what they know already, without fearch- 
ing into cndlefs Secrets of Nature. For thiscaufc it is, 
that true Medicin and Alehimy arcadvanced to no high¬ 
er degree of Perfection. Helmmt complains of this 
negligence in Pliyficians, who leave die preparation of 
their Medicins to Apothecaries, declaring, tiiat every 
Pliylician who defirts to have good and rightly pre¬ 
pared Medicine mull be both Mailer and Servant, that 
is, he muft truit the Preparingof his Remedies to none 
but himfelf. 

The prefent Subject I am upon, viz. the Excrements 
of Men and Animals puts me in mind of a Story relating 
to Paracelfm , which take as follows. 

A Relation of what happened at Vienna between Para- 
celfus and fome of the Imperial-Court Phyficians. 

Paracelfm being bn a time fent for by the Emperor to 
Vienna, to cure fome Perfonsof high Quality,whom the 
Imperial Phyficians could not help, having fuccefsfully 
performed the Cures he was fent for, went to take his 
Leave of the Phyficians, who carnefily intreated him 
to leave fome of his noble Medicaments with them for 
a remembrances whereupon Paracelfm anfwer’d, that 
he would fetch fomething for them ', The Phyficians, 
fuppofing he intended to beftow fome part of his pre¬ 
pared Medicins upon them, with impatience expected 
his return, who foon after came to them, and fet down 
on the Table before them a Silver Difh cover’d with 
another Difh. The Phyficians were very delirous to 
fee what Paracelfm had brought for them \ at lad one 
of them taking off the Cover, found a great Turd in 
the Difh, at which being exceedingly enraged, taking 
for granted that Paracelfm had done this to affront 
them, they ali departed, and when fome call’d them 
back, Paracelfm faid, Let the Affcs go, they do not 
deferve this great Secret, which I intended to com¬ 
municate to them s And then added, He who doth not 
know what Mans Dung is, knows nothing, and Hea¬ 
ven and Earth are equal’y hid from him. With which 
words he fufficiently intimated, that a great virtue is 
hid in Mans Dung. Thus much fliall fuffice, by way 
of Parenihefis, to have fpoken concerning Paracelfm 
his Opinion concerning the Superfluities of Nature, 
and particularly the Excrements of Man, we proceed 
now to fpeak of the Excrements of other Animals, and 
in particular of Sheeps Wool). 

An Experimental Demonf ration , that a Mineral Virtue 
is hid in the Hair of Bealls. 

£>. Of clean Sheeps Wooll iv Ounces, and pour up¬ 
on it a like quantity of ftrong Aqua Forth, abftratt this 
Aqua Forth wholly in Balnco, and the Aqua Forth will 
diffolve the Wooll, and when abliradted, will leave be¬ 
hind a (linking Stone of a dark brown colourj afterwards 
dilTolve in another Glafs Body of Mercury j Ounce, and 
of the fineft Sol iij Ounces, pour thefe Solutions of Sol 
and Mercury into the Glafs wherein thedilToIved Wool 
is, then abdraft the Menftruum from the Metals, till 
nothing remain but a dry Stone in the bottom of the 
Glafs, take this Stone and pur it into a Glafs Retort, and 
diftill the Mercury from the Sol in a (Irong heat. AG 
B . The Mercury will not come over quick, but in the 
form of a Butrcr of Mercury , of great ufe for the heal¬ 
ing of incurable Venereal lllccrs. If you pour fome 
Water upon the faid Butter, it will precipitate the 
Mercury in form of a white Powder, which being edul¬ 
corated and dried, is a good Purge in Venereal Didem- 
pcis. But if you recl-ifie this Butter, and then pour it 
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Upon a pure Calx of Sol, the Butter will diffolve 
the Sol 5 and being afterwards digefted for fomc time, 
the Mercury by means of the Saline Spirits of the Wool 
will be fixed with the Sol into a Stone, with it make 
a trial upon Metals, to fee what it can do, and thou 
wile find thy Labour richly rewarded •, but if thou 
canft not hit it, then think, that it is not the will of 
God thou (houldft have it, and do nor blame me, who 
have fet down nothing but what I have performed 
my felf. Now let us lee what courfe wemuii take to 
recover our Sol *, break the Retort, and take what was 
left at theborromof it, which thou wilt find black as 
a Coal, in which black matter thou mult look for thy 
iij Ounces of Sol, forafmuch as the Butter has carried 
but very little of the Sol over with it, which thou 
may’ll feparate from the black matter, as follows. 

Melt good Nitre in a llrong Crucible, and when it is 
in Flux, caff into it one piece of .your black Matter 
after another, and the Nitre will burn away the Sulphur 
contained in the faid Coals or black Matter, and the 
Sol melts down into a Body, pour forth the Nitre to¬ 
gether with (he Golden Kegulus out of the Crucible 
into a Cone, and the Sol will fettle at the bottom in 
form of a Rrg#/w,which,whcn feparated from the/iw, 
appears fnovv-vvhitcand brittle, much refemblinga Ke- 
gulus of Antimony \ the feces are of a red colour, and 
contain much good. This white Sol being expos’d 
upon the Cupel with Saturn to a fiery trial, a third part 
only of the Sol will be found remaining of the colour 
of good So!, two parts being vapour’d away. The 
Queftion is now. What that white colour was, which 
evaporated ontheTeff ? If thou fay 11 , that the Coals 
of the Wool, with the help of the Nitre , have rob’d 
the Sol of its colour, thou art not altogether out of 
the way, nor wholly in (he right. If thou fay’fr, 
that there is no Mineral Virtue in the Wool, but that 
the Sol became white by the addition of Mercury, 
thou art not wholly out of the way neither but this 
is not to be underflood of the Common Mercury added 
to the Sol, but of the Mercury contained in the Wool, 
which has joined it felf with the Sol \ for Common 
Mercury cannot abide with Sol in a ftrong melcing 
Fire, but flies away, leaving the Sol alone, as is well 
known to Chymiits. If thou fay’ft, that there is a 
Mercurial Virtue in the Wool, which within a few 
hours fo changeth the Conmon Mercury, that it is 
able to abide a melting Fire with Sol, then it will fol¬ 
low, that by means of the Salt which is in Wool any 
Common Mercury may in a fhort time be made capable 
of enduring not only a melting Fire, but the Cupel alfo. 
This I fuppofe is a plain and evident demonflration, 
that there is a Mineral Virtue in Animals, and efpecially 
in the Superfluities of Nature, which we will now pro¬ 
ceed to demonftrate with another Experiment. Now 
if the Superfluities of Animals are able todo this, have 
we not reafon to conclude, that the right Superfluity 
of the Microcofme will do the fame much better ? 

„Another Experiment to demenftrate, that a Mineral 
Mercury and Sulphur is contained in the Super¬ 
fluities of Animals. 

IV. Of filed or rafped Horns of Sheep, Oxen, Goats 
and Deer, but Harts and Goats Horns arc the bell, and 
rhe Horns of Wild Goats, and the Tusks of Wild 
Swine yet better and the Horns of Fifhes, which are 
commonly called Unicorns Horns, and the Elephants 
Teeth are rhe befi of all for this purpofe •, but where 
thefe cannot be had, the Experiment may be performed 
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with Goats or Harts- Horn. Diflolvc i, Ounces or iii 
of e.ther of thefe i„ a good Agua Ftrtu which has been 
aMfraded from decrepitated Salt, into this bolurion pot 
( Ounce of Sol, ablfraft in a Glafs Body the If 

rn U j R ° rn ’i ‘ n whic!l abflradion the Sol be¬ 

comes diflolved , and a brown Stone is left behind 

7 11C M melted down in a cover'd and well luted' 

•ruciLe with a b ad, by which means the Horn will 
be turned into black/*.*/, and the Sol will fall white to 
the bottom brittle as a Roguhu of Antimony j f rom 
whence ,e follows, fince this brittlencfs and whiten™ 
ot the Sol could not be caufcd by th eAgtta Forth that 
(he fame mud be attributed to the white Mercury and 
Sulphur drawn from the Horns. Whereby it clearlv 
appears, that a Mineral force and virtue is hid in the 
Jorns of Animals. What I have faid concerning the 
covering of the Crucible with another, and well luring 

^•M m n,° 8 u h L r V IS n0t vvlthout r cafon, for if the Cru¬ 
cible Oiould be fet open in the Fire, and continue there 

kindled^ d"^’ 1 ° °*" t,ie Horns would be 

kindled and con fumed, and the Mercury would berc- 

v.v.fied and fly away, and the Sol would remain un- 

alter d. For it is to be noted, that the Mineral Mercury 

and the Sulphur of the Horns are very tender and vola- 

nrTed "t is not per¬ 

formed, as before hinted.m a clofe! ited Crucible This 

Experiment may bedonein like manner, with iK” Su 
pe.flu.c.es of Fifhes, vii. their Skales. Teeth and the 
Stones or Bones that are found in feveralof them, and 

the cffe r Wl be d , C ,C famc as bcfore mentioned. 

The fame may alfo be perfo.med, with the Feathers 
and Egg-(hells of tame and wild Fowl. N B 
fheMs are diflolved with more eafe than Feathers. 

The Egg-fhellsof Hens, Geefe, or other Fowl, wadi 
them clean, taking out the inward skin or film, then 
dr" them, and abifrad from them. a Solution of © 
and melt the remainder in a clofe covered Crucible 
and you will find the fame effeft, as before. 

U you have a mind to make the fame Tryal with 
\ egetab.es,then take Tartar which is fitter for this pur¬ 
pofe, than e.ther the Wine it felf, pr.the Wood of the 
ne 1 nfleadofr.^ofW,ne,tou may take the 7 attar 
hat cleaves to theVeflels, wherein the juice of Crabs hath 
been keep, or the juices of any other fowr Fruit, or 
m/tead ot Tartar we may take the Grounds ofWine,firft 
dried. £ Any one of thefe, and abftrad from it a 
. olution of©, melt the remainder as before in a clofe 
uted Crucible, and the © will be found white and 
brittle, like to a Regttlut of J at the bottom. 

From thefe Experiments it appears, as clear as the 
day, that a Mineral Virtue is hid in all things: Yet 
tor more abundant Confirmation of this Truth I fhall 
add lome further Inflances. The fame proof may be 
done with dry or moift Herbs,or Wood, proceeding in 
tnefame manner as before hath been taught,with Wool, 
and we fliall find the fame effed. In particular, all fort 
of Corn, Rye, VI heat &c. afford a verv good Tin- 
ture, they muff be diflolved, and proceeded with as 
before mentioned, concerning the fuperfluities of Ani¬ 
mals. If therefore Mineral Powers max be found in 
all Vegetables and Animals, on which Man feeds, and 
hath his growth and Suftenance, how can it be denied, 
but that the fame Power mult needs be in Man alfo ? 
Wherefore it is beyond all doubt, that every Man car¬ 
ries the matter of the Philofbphcrs-Stone (tho’ raw 
and unprepaied ) about with him. 

To make this Truth to appear, with fuller and 
clearer Evidence, I am minded to give the ignorant a 
Enliule Demonflration, that ( without mentioning the 
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right SubjefT of )hc rhilofophcrs-ftone) an univeifal 1 
Medicine for Men and Metals, may be had alone from 
the dcfpicable and abominable Subject ot Wans-dnng. 

ft. Six, eight or ten ife of fome healthy Mans-dung, 
(it mull be gathered without any mixture ot Urin) and 
put it into a Glafs-body, and pour upon it about the 
fame quantity of rectified Spirit ot Wine, Itir them 
with a (rick together, fet the Glafs, with a head fit¬ 
ted to it in Balneo , sad abltraft the Spirit of Wine, 
vvhich has extracted the Mineral f and that was 
in tHe Dung, and brings* it over the Helm : VVhich 
ftincking Spirit of Wine mult be burnt away under a 
large Refrigeratory Helm, by which means the ftinek* 
jng £ 0 f the Dung is confumed in the Flames of the 
Spirit of Wine, and the incombuftible Mercurial Salt 
mounts up in the flames to the top ot the Helm, where 
it is caught, and is a great Jewel in Phyhck and A 1 
chimy. If we have amind rather to have pur Cc- 
Icftial Silt in a dry Form, then we muft abllradl the 
Phlegm from it: Tho 5 if we intend it for a Medi 
cinal, it is better not to abftrad the Phlegm ( which 
is not wholly without fome Virtue) but ufe them to¬ 
gether. But if our intent be to make ufe of this in- 
combufliblc Mercurial Salt, in order to ftfr/aMic^Tranf- 
mutation,then we mull feparatc its Moiflure, and mix 
the faid Microcofmical Salt with O, and maturate 
the fame to a APetaliine Tindhtre. In a Liquid Form, 
the faid Cclefiial Salt is an excellent Medicine for fick 
and weak People, as having great Sympathy with the 
Vital Spirit of Man, wonderfully (lengthening the 
fame, and in all Difeafes performs whatfoever can be 
expedited from an Univcrfal Medicine ^ and is not in 
the leaft loachfoine, being purged from all Stinck and 
ill Taflc, by the Flames of the Spirit of Wine. 

This Aqua Vita of the Philofophers performs alfo 
very wonderful things in the Vegetable Kingdom, for 
if the Seeds of any Herb be fleeped for an hour in the 
fame, and then laid upon a Trencher, or any board at 
fome diftance from one another,and covered over a Fin¬ 
gers breadth with Earth or Sand, being then expofed 
to the warm Sun, the Seeds immediately will begin 
to fhooc and grow, even vilibly to the Eye, which is 
very pleafant and curious. But thole Seeds which are 
(oft, are more proper for their fpeedy growth, than 
thofe that are hard ; The Seeds of Pariley, CrefTes, 
Fennel and Annis, which abound with much Volatile 
Salt, are the bell for this Purpofe. So that we fee, 
that this Medicine prepared of Mans-dungis truly llni- 
verfal, as curing the Difeafes of all the three King¬ 
doms, viz,, of Animals, Vegetables and Minerals. 
Wherefore if any one can find in ins heart, to work up¬ 
on this loathfbme Subjedl, he will need no other, lor 
that all lies hid in it, which' gave one of the Ancients 
occafion to fay, 

Laud it Protfentem qiuliFt Plerba Veum. 

F A? Herb from Earth its head doth ralfe^ 
hs prefent glorious God to praije* 

T cannot, but repeat this great Truth once more, 
that the higheft Medicine hi the World is moll com¬ 
monly co be found in the moll dcfpicable Subjects, God 
having ordered it fo, for to make known his Almigh¬ 
ty Power } and that he regards the Wcllaie of rhe 
Poor, as well as of the Rich, Willing that all {hould 
be helped and relieved, who do not by their own 
Pride, Lazincfs and Wickcdnefs vvithltand fo great 
Love and Mercy. Had Gods Will been to commu¬ 
nicate this Treafurc only to the Proud, Rich and Co¬ 


vetous, he would have bid up the fame in O and pre¬ 
cious Stones, which the Poor cannot go fo the Price 
of, bin behold we find to the contrary, that God hath 
been pleafed to hide this Trcafure in Rich dcfpicable 
and loathlomc Subjcdls, as the Rich Jo fcorn ro med¬ 
dle with, by which means a Door is opened to the 
Poor, to obtain that which, they rejedt and defpife. 

But to return to our Subjedt, and yet further to 
Evidence, that a Metallic!^ Virtue is hid in Mans dung, 
(tho’ it be nor the trueSubjedl, vvhich the Philofophers 
point at in Man) and that much good may be done 
with it, as containing a very glorious ft and I will 
add this Experiment, lay a Piece of Silver into a 
Chamber-Pot, wherein is Dung and Urine, let it lye 
there for fome time, and the )) will attradl the f or 
Animal Gold, that is in the Dung and Urine* and be¬ 
come colour’d like Q, vvhich is a fufficient Demonftra- 
tion, that the matter of the Stone is hid in thofe Sub¬ 
jects. And forafmuch as it is notorious, that f is 
the Agent and y the Patient : And that the rjh alone 
tingtth, and that o is only tinged : Wherefore it be¬ 
hoves us to fix the f, whereby it is fitted to tinge 
the bind and fix it : Which to bring about, much 
fearching has been in the World, and flill is, tho’ for 
the molt part all in vain, very few Seekers going the 
right way, and therefore mill of their End, tho’ in 
their Search they have found many Arts, fome good 
and others as bad. So we read, that one Bartkoldus 
Schwartz a Benedidin Fryar having found in an old 
Book, that f, the Father of Tindure, may be fixed 
with Saltpetre 3 was refolved to make a Tryalof it, but 
to no purpofe, for the f and Nitre being kindled by 
the Fire, broke his Veflels, Furnace and all to pieces, 
whence he took occafion to coniidcr further of the 
Matter, and invented that mifehievous thing called 
Gun-powder, tho’ he fail’d of his fixing of f. The 
Ancient Philofophers, many Ages ago, were not igno¬ 
rant of that Composition, but would not Communicate 
the fame for Fear of the abufe thereof: And called it 
a Bafilis^ bccaufe it kills all things it looks upon. 
Others have fet forth Nitre and f under the Notion of 
a watchful, never fleeping, and Fire-fpitting Dragon, 
that guarded the Golden Fleece-, which Jafon by Mede - 
as direction and Counfel call into a deep Sleep, and fo 
look away the Golden Fleece . AWfjfignifics diligent 
Study and Meditation, Jafon the Artift, or Laborator, 
the Soporifeious Medicine given to the Dragon, the 
due Fixation of*the Matter. Another Bcncdiftin Fry¬ 
ar, Bafil Valentine , had better Succefs infixing ft with 
the help of Nitre ^ which Fixation he hath recorded 
in his Writings, where he makes Saltpetre to fpeak 
thus : f is my bejt Friend , and ivtthal my greateft Ene - 
my, but when we are ditely conjoyned, and made our 
Marriage Bed in Hell 9 efter we have well fweat together , 
we cafl off all our Impurities, for to beget Children cf 
I Health and Riches b and in our dead Bodies is found the 
greateft 1 reafure, which we bequeath by our laji JFill. 
Thefe are the Words of Bafil Valentine, wherein he 
exadtly and plainly deferibes the true Fixation of f-, 
five only that he hath not named the Medicine where¬ 
with the watchful Dragon is to be cafl into a dead 
Sleep, and that for good Realon, becaufe the whole 
Art and Mailer piece of fixing f with A 7 /*rf coniiils 
therein. And Paractlfus writing concerning f faith; 
Here with few words man\ may be helped , wire it not 
agjinft God . for God wills not that allfljould be Richland 
therefore doth not give the Goat as long a Jail, as to a 
Cow, for fear he (hould out cf Pride beat out his own 
Eyes therewith : For when a poor Man growl Rich, it com¬ 
monly makes bun Proud, and as jharp as a Razor to others , 
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Thefe are the Words of P^rjcelfits^ wherein he de¬ 
clares a £reat Truth, for God will not lave all Wen 
to be Rich, becaufe of the great abufe of Riches, which 
is too too common in the World. Bur to thofe-> who 
are dead to the World, and look upon Riches, Money 
and Goods, as Dull and Smoak, and are Enemies to 
all fin and wickcdncfs, to thefe God gives more than 
thetrfelvcs dciire or wifli lor, becaufe he knows they 
will not abufe his Gifts. And fo much fhall fuffice at 
this time, for my ckfign is not at prefent to treat 
of the fixation of which 1 have elfewhcre done 
at large, but only to prove and make out, that the 
Matter of the Philofophcrs-llone is to be found in all 
things in the World, which I think I have done alrea¬ 
dy. Will any makeaTryal, and undertake the Work, 
*tis free for him fo to do, I have in this Difcourfe 
poin:ed out the right way, tho’ I have not revealec 
the right Matter : But if what I have here fetdown 
be well confidcred of, by the ingenious Seeker, it can 
not be long Slid from him: Farewcl. 


A Corollary : Or, Appendix to the fore¬ 
going Difcourfe. 


I Have in this (hort Treatifc abundantly fhetfed and 
verified, that in all Vegetables and Animals, a mi¬ 
neral Virtue lies hid, which is able to Coagulate 9 in 
Conjunction with ©, into a Metal: And that 1 may 
be further helpful to the Lovers of Aft, I intend here 
to deliver the whole manner, and Procefsof fixing 9, 
by Excrements and natural Superfluities, to the end 
that every one, who reads and confiders of it, may 
with eafe attain to a true TinCture. In order to which, 

I am firlt to put the Reader in mind, what 1 have al¬ 
ready hinted, that as thefe Superfluities of Nature, are 
different and various, fo fome of them are better for 
the fixing of 9 than others : The belt of all being, 
that which Adam brought out of Paradife, as a Childs 
Portion God had beftowed upon him, which l dare 
not name openly, but fliall only fet down here, how 
this Fixation of 9 may be performed by means of the 
Superfluities of Animals. 

I have, in the foregoing Di(courfc,declared the man¬ 
ner of Coagulating 9 with the Wool, or Hair of Ani¬ 
mals, fo as to fuffer himfelf to be fluxed with O in a 
flrong Fire, without evaporating, only to fhew the 
poflibility of it. But now fhall fet down, how the 
laid Fixation may with Profit be performed, by means 
of an Animal Salt Armouiacl{. For certain it is, that 
in Man and all Animals, fuch a Secret Sal Armoniackjs 
to be found, efpecially in Urine, Hair, Claws, Horns, 
Skins, &c. as alfo in the Blood, fweat and fpittle of 
Man, which is of force to coagulate and fix Mer¬ 
cury. 

N. B. The falling Spittle of Man Coagulates run¬ 
ning 9 , being flirred about with a Pcfile in a Glafs, 
or Stone Mortar, and (o is made fit with Hogs-greafe 
to be made intoaSalve. Now"after that common 9 
is thus Coagulated with faffing Spittle, if we mix it 
with Oyl or Butter, to make a Salve of it, we fliall 
find that the 9 will not unite with the fame, but runs 
together, and becomes quick as before, and only fuf- 
fers it felf to be joyned with melted Hogs-greafe, but 
with the fat of no other Animal whatfoever y the Rca- 
fon without doubt is, becaufe Swine have a great affi¬ 


nity with Man and Metals. Thus we find, that Mans 
and Swines Blood have this Property, that if the Calx 
of I? be for fome time boy led in cither of them, the 
Tj. becomes white and hard like J> the Rcafon of 
which the Reader may be pleafed Further to enquire 
into. Mans Urine alfo has this Nature and Property, 
that at oneonlv' Sublimation it fo Coagulates 9 , that 
when i is rubbed over with it,it looks as well as ifit were 
Silvered over. And the fvvcatbf Man is partaker of the 
fame Property, of Coagulating and Metallizing 9, fo 
likewife the Excrements of Man and Beads, &c But 
nothing does it more readily than Mans fafling Spittle, 
wherefore alfo Albertus Magnus faith, that the higheft 
Mineral Power hath its Seat in the Head of Man, 
and efpecially between his Teeth, he himfelf having 
found, oblong Grains of ©, between the Teeth of a 
dead Mans Skull 5 tis very probable, that the Perfon, 
to whom the fame belonged, had taken 9 inwardly, 
which naturally tending to the Mouth and Teeth, had 
been fixed there by the Mineral Virtue of the Micro- 
cofm into good ©. Now if we fee this happen thus 
in the Body of Man, what reafon have wc to doubt, 
but that the fame Mineral Virtue may, without the 
Body of Man, not only fix 9 into good ©, but alfo 
reduce it to a true and pcrfe& TinCture. Forafmuch 
then, as this is not only poflible, but certain and un- 
queftionabIe,I having wrought it with mine own hands, 
and knowing many other eafie ways, by means of the 
natural Superfluities of Animals, to Coagulate and fix 
9, I am the rather inclined to Communicate the fame 
to the World. 

I wi'l therefore in the name of God, for the good 
of Mankind,Communicate the way and Procefs, I my 
felf at firfl made ufe of to Coagulate 9, and that 
entirely from the Beginning to the End,and very plain¬ 
ly, not concealing any the leaft manual Operations. If 
any one from this Procefs here fet down, chances, to 
find out a nearer and better way, I fhall be glad of it, 
we know it is much eafier, to correft and meliorate a 
thing already invented, than to invent it. What I 
here fet down my own hands have wrought, what I 
have never done ortryed I cannot Write, but leave it 
to thofe,who are further advanced herein than my felf- 


A T %0 C E S S. 

T O fix 9 , by means of natural Superfluities into £ 
true TinCiure. IJi. Eight Ounces of Wool, Goats 
hair, filed Goats or Harts-horn, &c. difTolve any of 
thefe in a flrong Aqua Forth , at the Fame time difTolve, 
in an Aqua Forth, that has been abftra&ed from decrepi¬ 
tated Salt, an Ounce of fine ©,and two Ounces of 9 in 
common Aqua Forth , pouf all thefe three Solutions to¬ 
gether into a Glafs Body, and abftradf all the Aqua 
Forth from the ©and 9 •, this abftraCted flinching Wa¬ 
ter pour again upon that, which remains in the Glafs, 
and diflil it off, repeat this Cohobation fix or feveri 
times, and the 9 by this means will become united, 
and joyned to the ©. This Conjunction put into a 
Glafs Retort, and with a flrong Fire drive the 9 from 
the ©, which will come over in the form of a thick 
red Butter, for the 9 being fo far fixed with the ©, 
will not without great force be feparated from it, efpe¬ 
cially when the Operator hath made ufe of a flrong 
fixing Water, or Menjtruum : However, by the vio¬ 
lence of the Fire, he is at length forced to quit the ©, 
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in which Separation he carries the Soul of over with rhy Coals with, and confume them, to which purpofe, 
him, which makes the Mercurial Butter to be of thou mayft put three times as much Nitre, as the quan- 
a red Colour ^ which Mercurial Butter, or Water be- tity of thy Coals is. When thou feeft that the Nitre 
ing rectified doth diffolve 0, and with it may be fix- t is red hot and in Flux, then caft in upon the Nitre a 
ed into a true Tinfture. piece of thy Coals as big as a Haflcl Nut, and the Aft- 

N. B. This Solar Butter may be ahotber way with- tre will immediately kindle the £ and confume it, and 
out O be fixed into aTindhire, notnecclTary to be fet by this means fet the ? free *, for in the burning away 
down here. He that hath a Lift to the work maybe- of the the ? is forced to leave the C-, as not be¬ 
gin with the Fixation, that is performed with the help ing abfe to endure fo Prong a Fulmination : And ha- 
of 0 . • The G and <;> that remains in the Retort, may ving by means of the Animal fo intimately united 
be recovered, as follows hereafter ; for certain it is, that with the 0 , as to be very hardly feparable, but yet by 
i^uch of the 0 in this Operation continues with theO, the force of the Fulmen being fain to leave it, he in 
the Violence of the Fire having been unable to feparate he in his flight takes the Heart of © along with him* 


it, tho’ it may indeed he done another wa , whereby 
vye are experimentally afTured , that Animals have 
power fo to bind the winged Yotingftcr, as to fix him 
with 0 into perfect TinCiure, which Fixation would 
be eaiie, if the Horns and Hail of Animals did not 
for the molt part turn to Coals, which do much hin¬ 
der Fixation ; For when the Solar Butter is by the 
force of Fire driven from the °,the Coals of the Hair 
f)3'y ’ behind with the Fire of 0 and c : Which Coals 
may either, like other Coals, bv means of our wonder¬ 
ful Salt be fixed into Tindure, for the © and half 
feed g do not hinder, but father further and help 
Fixation ; Or elfe, we may joyn tothefe Coals, a due 
Proportion of good N* tre, and fo make of them the 
always watching and Fire-fpitting Dragon, and with 
the. help of" th e' Narcottck fg ot <J and ¥ caft him in 
to a dead Sl£cp, kill and‘fix him into Tindure. For we 
mult know, that this Animal £ is incomparably better, 
than any Vineral-or Vegetable ^ of Stone, or Wcod- 

Cbal. Ov clfe wit li the help of a fulminating Pow¬ 
der , we may feparate the‘half text t, from the half 
difinimated 0, by which mcans the Nitre kindles the 
Animal ^andQonfumcs it, and then the ? being freed 
(Vein the Bands of> ^'muft coiMOver, carrying over 
ith* it the- yet remaining* Soul or Tincture of ©. 


and brings it over in the form of a purple Sublimate, 
which with the Oyl of Vitriol (but much better by 
means of the univerfal Coagulator ) may cafily befix-, 
cd into a Tindure. This throwing of the Animal 
Coals upon the Nitre , thou mull continue till all thy 
Coals be confumed, and fo thou wilt obtain a g im¬ 
pregnate. and tinged with the Soul of ©, and the 
tv remains of a white Colour, being difanimated by 
the Nitre. 

AT. B . As oft as yon cate a piece of your Coals into 
the Vetee] where the Nitre in Flux is, you muft im¬ 
mediately clap on the Head again, that the 0 may not 
fly away, but be caught therein. For the faid 0 is a 
great Treafure, and may eafily be fixed into a fufible 
Tindure. Thus you have the whole Procefs, how 
by means of Animal fuperfluities 1 have handled 5 with* 
©, and what hath been the Succefs of it : He who 
(ball venture to fet upon this Work and finifh it, will 
find much more than I durfi fet down here. 

The neareft and eafieft way to fix thefe Solar , 
Mercurial Animal Coals into a Tindure, according to 
my Judgment is, Firft to fix the faid Coals, by means 
of a Fixative Sal Mirabilr : Or clfc, to mix them w ith 
a Volatilizing Sal Mirabile , and by Retort diftil from 
them a good graduating Water ^ we may alfo add to 
which the ? in t^e Preparation of the Solar Butter thefe Animal Coals fuch a Fixative water, as is em- 

dfd not bring over : Thus the © becomes more difa- ployed to kill and fix the watchful Dragon or Bjfilts\. 

nimated anditlVe ^ C which comes over of a fair Pur- Every one may choofe of thefe fcveral ways, what 
pie Colour) becohusthe more'richlv animated, which pleafeth befl : And if any thing by rcafon of the fhort- 

Purple coloured 4 ^ irnpregnate with the Soul of ©, may nefs of time hath been omitted here, the fame will 

either by it fclf, be fixed into Tindure, or we may be difeovered to the Laborator in his Work, if God 
extrad the Tindure wjth the Spirit of Wine, and does not hinder it, whofe Blefling is all irt all. Ihomas 
make ufe of it as an incflimable Trcafure in Phyfick. j siquinas had the Art in twenty four hours time, to 
But the beft way is, with our wonderful Salt , to fix‘prepare an univerfal Medicine from natural Superflui- 
tluTe Animal Coals impregnate with © and g like rics alone, without any Addition of ©or?, without 
other Wood-Coals into a tinging Carbuncle. i Charges, Labour or Trouble, without, breaking of 

N This woudcrful Salt muft be prepared of GlafTes, and without taking in any loathfome Smells,’ 
Oyl' 0 f Vi[riol and- Nitre. This is the way I havefol-’So likewife Avicenna , Alberti :/ Magnus, Rhafts, Petrus 
lowed-to CQandate "'sjf with ©, .by means of Animal ! Bonus, Joannes Laminins Rupefcijfa , bad a much nea- 
c-rDcrflliities. 1 °Tmlite own thUf it *is a troublcfome rer and fhorter way, than here we have deferibed, as 

^ •' • ii _r. o l.i rl n f 1 it kir f k ^ l *> Wrtf inf>C * I ' k ft A n. 
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Work, cfpccially tecaufe of the L Stincks, one is obli¬ 
ged to’takc in. Some Philofophers indeed make men¬ 
tion of a nearer and eafier way T td obtain an Univer¬ 
fal Medicine from Animals ; Wherefore he that doth 
not like the Ptocefs may feck Tor a better, which if 
he chanceth to light on, he has^ rcafon to blcfs God 
therefore,' whofe Gift alone, it is. 


A TTL O.C E S S, To Sublime, tl>e Coals of Sol, Mer¬ 
cury and Animal Sulphur into Purple coloured Flo¬ 
wers , with the help of a fulminating Powder. 


appears abundantly by their Writings. Thefe Au¬ 
thors took their Subjed and putrified it in Horfe- 
dung, and then with the Element of Fire, they fixed 
the o with the © info a Tincture, in which Labour 
they were much troubled with the loathfome fmell 
of the Matter. Mori onus tells us, that the Matter 
when in Fntrefadion, fends forth a ftinck like to that 
which proceeds from Graves, for indeed there is no¬ 
thing,in Man, which doth not ftink extreamly, when 
brought to Solution or Putrefadion. When we dif- 
folvc thefe Animal Matters with Oyl of Vitriol , this 
ilink is not fo great, as when they are diffolved with 
Aqua Fortis , the fame alfo may b? faid of Spirit of 


S E T a well luted Glafs, or earthen Body, in a fub- Salty when 0 , 0 and Wool are difTolved in the fame , 
'diming Furnace till it be red hot, then caft in fo and betides doth more Volatilize the 0 in order to Sub- 
H.uch Nitre as you think will be fuflkienc to-kindle limation, oc fulmination than /Iqua Fortii doth 


If 

mftead 











Part III 


Of the Animal'S tone 


inftead of the Common 0 we take a of 5 for this 
“Work, it will in Fulmination carry more of the Tin¬ 
cture of 0 over, and (he purple Flowers proceeding 
thence, are much more readily fixed by the tmiverfal 
Coagulator, than thofc that are made with the Com¬ 
mon 9. 

What this univerfal Coagulator is, I have clfcwhcre 
declared, the great ufe of it is very evident, in that 
volatile Tin#urcs can hardly be fixed without it : For 
this Coagulator makes all volatile Corrofive Metalline 
Spirits fixfo as to be able to endure the Fire, which 
without it require a long time. And therefore, he 
who doth not know it, or the ufe of it, mutt needs 
find the fixing of volatile Spirits very tedious and 
troublefome, whereas thofc that know the ufe of it, 
may perform more as to the fixing of 1 inChircs in 
three days time, than others without it can do in a 
whole Year. For there is nothing in Nature fo Vo 
latile, which this Coagulator doth not fix, as Turbj 
teftjfies, faying that if God had not created our Sal 
Armomac aJl Chymical Labour would be in vain. 
Which indeed is the very Truth : For without a good 
Sal Armoniacl\ it is impollible to extra# the Tin¬ 
ctures from Metals and Srones, or topuiificand fub 
tilizc them to the highttt Degree \ and without pre- 
ceeding Subtilizing, there can be no ingrefs into com- 
pa# Bodies : For the more that any 1 in#urc is Sub¬ 
tiliz’d and Volatiliz’d, the more readily, after Fixati¬ 
on, doth it enter all hard and compa# Bodies. Where¬ 
fore if God had mot created this Coagulator, thefe 
volatile Tin#ures, how high foever they might be in 
Colour, would be of no ufe for the Tranfmutation of 
Metals. Thus we find, that in Alcbmy thefe two 
principal Keys are extremely ncceflary: The firft opens, 
makes Volatile, and Purifies and gives Ingrcfs i the 
other binds and fixeth the Volatile, fo as to make it 
endure the Fire, without which Fixation all Volatiliza¬ 
tion is in vain. O the Pains that I have formerly ta¬ 
ken for to fix tS 0, ^ and other fuch like Volatile 
Metalline Spirits, whereas now it is molt cafie for me 
to do all this,and much more, with the help of my uni¬ 
verfal Coagulator , the knowledge and difeovery of 
which mutt be fetched from the Principal Agent, or 
fecret Fire of the Wife Men. 

I cannot upon this occafion pafs by difeovering ano¬ 
ther Property that is found in our Animal Subje#, viz . 
that it can in one dittillation refolve all Metals, none 
excepted, into a running Mercury, which is a thing 
very wonderful,that fixt Gold and Silver fhould be fo 
eafily reducible to Volatile Mercury, feeing their Bo¬ 
dies are by nature kept in fuch ttrong bands. Of 
which Reduction of Metals to quick Aiercury , no 
Perfon hath writ more clearly than Bafil Valentine . 
The Ancient Philofophers have indeed wiit much con- 
ccrningthe volatilizing of fixt Metals, but did never 
declare, that, by this Volatilization, they underftood 
a reduction of them to running Mercury , for which 
reafon this Art alfo hath been fo little known. The 
Ancient Philofophers have recommended this volati¬ 
lizing and fixing of Metals to us in thefe following 
Veifes. 

Fixumft folv>h\fjciafcjue volare folrttum, 

Et volncrem fig^^ faciet te zivere tut urn* 

DifTblve the fixt,and make it then to fly, 

And fix the Fledge, and thou (halt d well on high. 

With thefe few words the Philofophers have de¬ 
clared their whole Work, but without any further 


explaining of them ^ fb that the manner of compcn- 
dioufly volatilizing and fixing of Metals has been left 
in rhe Mark. But becaufe the end of this wicked 
World draws nigh, Gcd is pleafed to reveal thefe Se¬ 
crets to fome of his Chofcn, wjiicli Talent mercifully 
bellowed upon me, that 1 might not be guilty of con¬ 
cealing, I have in the Seventh Part of my Profperitytf 
Germany ar large fet down the way to Meliorate the 
meaner Metals, with the help of Animal Salt Spirits, 
and that fo plainly, that every one mavunderhand it, 
and the Poor (if they will pur chcir hands to the 
Work) may have abundantly wherewith to maintain 
themfejvcs. 

Moreover thefe Superfluities of Nature are endued 
with this poucr and property, that in one days time 
they can dcflroy fixt Gold, that refills all the Elements, 
fo as to be no more SA, but will fuffer it fclf ro be 
melted into a green fuliblc Stone, which is of won- 
derful force and virtue in all Metallick Operations, of 
which it is not needful to fpeak more at prefLnt. If 
God thinks fit to bellow this Green Stone upon chcc, 
he will not fuflfer thee to be ignorant what ufe maybe 
made of it,. I cannot, upon this occafion, but com¬ 
municate fomething that is very wonderful. As I was 
on a time melting fome of thi? Green Stone in a Cru¬ 
cible, it happened to run through the Crucible into the 
Furnace, where fome Silver was run out a litt'e be¬ 
fore, with which the Green Lion joyn’d himfclf v 
and when ; I came by fufion to feparate my Luna lion! 
the Green Sot Scone, or my dellroycd, S*L i found 
that my GrecnStone had never been throughly united 
with my Luna , the Stone continuing (till green with¬ 
out any the leaf! alteration, but my Luna was become- 
black and brittle like Antimony , and went 3way upon* 
the Cupel. Now, what more wonderful change can 
be imagin’d than to fee white fixt Luna changed into 
black volatile Lead ? Upon occafion of this wonderful* 
Tranfmutation one of the Philofophers cries out, as. 
ilruck with, admiration s Nunqmd Natura Retrograda 
W hat is Nature then turned Retrograde ? Mind well* 
this point, confider ol it* and you will difeover won-, 
dersb for .when 9 Sol is fo far defrayed *s to be nr 
longer So!, then the greatett wonders may be accom-, 
pdilh’d by it. Yet knows that it is no eafie matter fo* 
to deftroy. Sol, that it (hall be So! no more * the An¬ 
cient Philofophers unanimoufiy declaring, than it is 
eafier to make Gold, than to deltroy it. 

N. B. This Green Gold-Stone being kept for fome 
time in the Fire,becomes changed to a red colour,which 
is alfo of great ufe, he who dcfircs to know’ more of 
it, may feck for it, as my felf and othcrsPhavc been fain 
to do. 

N. B. The Salt of the greater World (I mean Com¬ 
mon Salt) changeth the Metals that lie in it for a 
long time, into a hard Stone, as appears from this in¬ 
fiance ^ Some Fifhcrmcn here in HoLand, lately teok 
up from the bottom of the Sea fome Elocks of 
Eughjb Tin, whole outfide was turn’d to perfc# 
Stone, the inmoft part of them (till remaining Tin \ 
W ho knou ? s, how many hundred years this Tin had 
lain at the bottom of the Sea, before this change was 
made i but if the Sea Salt of the greater World can 
perform this in a long time, the Sea Salt of ihe letter 
World can dettroy Metals in a very (hort rime, lor our 
Animal Salt can do more in a few hours time, than the 
Sea Salt of the Macrocofme can do in an ico years. 

Wherefore I recommend to the Lovers of this Art 
to fiudy the nature of Salts and their ufe, if they in¬ 
tend to perforin any thing Extraordinary either in 
Phyfick or Alchimy. 

ti. B. Ths 
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A. />. The Salt of ihe Microcofine hath alfo this 
property, that '.vhrn it is put into /lqua Forth it not 
or. y diffolves S»/ but Lu;,a alfo, and is an excellent 
' v ay to extract the Gold and Silver that is in S3nd and 
tones, concerning which Extraction I treat at hrae 
in the .Seventh Part of the Profperiiy of German*. 

Another virtue of this Microcofmical Salt is, 
t iat it extracts the I inCture of Gold, and leaves the 
ocy t icrcof white. And if We afterwards take this 
impregnate Salt,, and extrad the TinCture of Gold 
rom it with Spirit of Wine, and burn away the Paid 
Spirit under a Refrigeratory Helm or Head, then th£ 
Y ,dtla| . Sa,f i or the Water of Life of the Philofo- 
phers, will be conveyed into the Glafs Receivers, and 

is very fvveet and pleafant, but withal fo fubtil and 
volatile, that the Air atfraCts and fnatcheth it away, if 
it be not immediately pour’d out of the recipients, 
an d carefully kept in a clofe ftopt Glafs. 

, P] At the bottom of the Cup or Difli wherein 
rne Spirn of \\ i nc , impregnate with the TinCture of 
tjoid, hath been kindled and burnt away, you will 
find the Tin<»ure of Gold in the form of a Blood-red 
plealant, fragrant, Aromatical Oil, which is true li¬ 
ving Sol, and never ftands Hill, but is in continual 
motion, perpetually changing from one form to ano- 
ner. In a word, it is the true living Sol of the Phi- 
lofophers, which by Art is made of Common Gold, 
that is dead, which Living Philofophick Gold, f ra - 

P^ n M D ^ g fj S . Blood ’ Incombuflible Oil, and true 
Potable Gold is without doubt the higheft Medicin 
that is m the World. 

In ? e forefaid manner we may alfo extraCf 
the TmCfures from Mars and Venus, as alfo from An¬ 
timony and Sulphur, and with the afliftance of the flame 
of Spirit of Wme maturate them into molt lovely, fra- 
jjrant, incombuitible TinCtures. For by means of our 
Microcofmical Salt all Metals and Minerals may be re- 
duc d to Potability, without the help of any Corro- 
live, in which ftate they are the moft powerful Medi¬ 
caments imaginable, to which the very belt Remedies 
ot the Galemfts are not in the lea/t to be compared. 
Liit no Man ever attained thefe Secrets that was afraid 
tolmuthis Hands with Coals, or that wasnotearneft 
in his Prayers to God for the difeovery of thefe won- 

CanV fh j Ir Sllk Clothcs » Ve,vet Coats, Artificial 
^anr, and vain Ariftotelical Philofophy, cannot pro- 
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duce any Rich effeCls, but the Fire Iw^hich is the 
efieCler and delayer of Wonders. Wherefore no 

p- 3n " ( i 0lr,c co be a 'me Philofopher lave onlybv 
ire, whu.li alone hath the power to remove that which 

concealed G ‘° .° r,an . ,f 5 f | l and bri "g to light the inward 
o.ncea.ed Good, which is true in an Earthly as well as 

^avenly fenfe. 1 repeat it o„e c more, that he who 

c°„Z} :X,™Z ° f « '“S' i" *y 

Bcfidcs all that hath been fa id , 

RcIpoVa^ 1 ^? ' hinSS maybe P^medwhh 
he help of Animal Lxcrefnents and Superfluities and 

<n particular the extraction of Silver and Gold out of 
Sand, Stone and Poor Oar that i« 
melting, as (hall be at large’ declared in fhT?* ^ 
Part of my Profperity of Germany " *** SeVenth: . 

\A ( 77 bC n ld . Witb trutb » tfiat never yet did any 

Superfluities of Natu^T'^e^lcLTndfl 11 ^ in thefa 
than an be believed, which is the reafon why tRil 

**&?£££*£?$* ani 
vered and concealed, hem unde, Mcrapho "An^AlT 

s Si s 

rnele Animal Superfluities in the Seventh 
Profperity of Germany, where 

things, demonftrate, that thefe Superfluities of Nature 
are not onJy able to exalt Sol and Lna in their colon" 
but alfo to augment them to infinity in quantity and 

S‘ y V? ,a " >ir ° P'r'y dlT “". .he4,hoCfom 

^and and Stone and the meaneft of Metals Gold and 
Silver may be extracted, fo that every one’that i/bur 
|tt e acquainted with the managing oZpire,’ may, with 
«ttle charges.nh.sown Houfe, entertain and keep go¬ 
ing a profitable and rich Mine of Gold and Silver fnr 

whichS dh iblc , r TS°" of 

which God be pleafed to gram hh Grace and Biding 
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INDEX- 

Tn which P with the Addition of i, 2, or 3, fignifies the 

firft fecond or third Part; « the firft Column of the Page, b the fecond 
Column • and where neither a nor b occurs to the number of the page, 
die matter is obvious in that page by the Contents, or otherwife by the 
matter being treated of in all, or the greateft part of the page. 


A 


Cetum ofTbilofofhers , like to their $al-Armo- 
niack, both having their rife from Common 

1 JL Salt, Part 3. page 33. b - , 

Adam brought the firJl matter of the Philofopher s Stone 
VJfofParadife, and again earned a to bis Grave 
P i7i b. Divers particular Transmutations of 
Metals, by the help of this Microcofmical fubjett, 

Aurum^Fulminans to prepare, P. 1. 13. b. Being fi- 
reTupon a Plate of Metal, tingeth it fo that it mil 

A <f«v Mi'S h p - *• 

Alchymy what, it, Agt«„ «" F ‘" " ul sd! - p1 

"P.«. loB- 
! " U slm,. 

pwr <?re P- io1 ‘ V> * v, 

Aomro Mote"m » t "f" fi r 

Anims of VeittMe, emwtnld to Fhyftciom, P. I. 

A Z a ; i<4 »" 4 *™ miE 

Jf„ .XC'IIM M’Skim, ibid. Thq «r, ,t, Rap oj 

^ SlCi. ™^ Lune ’ 

itaTinSiire, P.2. 69._a. 

Anima of Gold to e y tra ^Jf ) nt0 g 00 d Medicines by the 

««*• 

Antimony J t0 prepare u t0 purge W/ 

4, b. AnumonW. Wine «r Beer » fnf«r< <■/ «• 


cedent Virtues, P.I. 4 »- b - 43 - a - Antimonial ^Cup, its 
Preparation and Ufe , 91, 93 - Antimonial Flowers, 
Emetick and Diaphoretick to prepare, 8. a. 105. ^ 

UniverfalMedicine prepared of them,job. Its Per- 
tues, UJe and Dofe, 107. Antimonial Flowers how re¬ 
duced into Regulus with its Ufes, I io, III. 
wo»m/ Clyflus ft) 196. Regulus 0/ 

wo«y to prepare, 78. a. Antimony reduced into a red 
Oyl or Panacsea without difiillation, 44. a. Antimo¬ 
ny or Sulphur fo to ripen that they may acquire O- 
dours like Vegitables, 51. Antimony contains much 
fpiritual Gold, P. 3. 43 - b - . , 

Antimonial Sulphur to feparate from its Mercury, and 
to make its Mercury into a Panacaea for the curing oj 
all difeafes, P. 2. 28. Antimenial Purge in all grie¬ 
vous difeafes, to prepare, 59. Antimonial Panacea, 
its Preparation and Ufe, 107. a. Hificry of a won¬ 
derfullCure wrought by it upon a Child, 109. b. It is 
a true Remedy againfi the Scurvy both by Sea and 
Land, 1 10. b. A Chyturgeon on Ship-board or in 
a Camp may cure and preferve more Men with one 
jingle Ounce of this Panacea than with a large Cbeje 
of Common Medicines, ibid. Golden Pzmcxa. of An¬ 
timony how prepared, 1;;. b. Of Antimony and 
Silver, a good Medicine to prepare, ibid. Antimony, 
Arfnick, and Orpiment, as alfo the Sulphur of lAgi¬ 
table s to fix by Lutum Sapientia?, 167 . Antimonial 
Eraeticks, to make work downwards cnely } 1 . 5. 

Apoplexy cured by the volatile Spirit of Vitriol, P. r. 

Aurum Potabile, its Preparation,Vertues, and Ufe, P lJ 
07 08 99. The Aut hour's white Aurum Potabile 

exceeds) he former, P. 2. I Tv a - How P^^ibid. 

b Pi 119 His Defence of his true Aurum I ota- 
b’ile P. I. 243, 244 - Its Nature, Form, Properties , 
and admirable Vertues, 208. Experiment of its power 
in promoting the growth of Viegttables, 209. Dejcnp- 
tion of its outward form, 2 II. b. Jf tranfmutes Com¬ 
mon Mercury, and other Metals, into Gold both by the 
dry and wet way, 211,212- It tingeth i San. into 
Gold '*16. b. Its Venues and Ufe tn Medicine, 213, 
ai 8 *b It Gildeth Stiver by the help of Argencuive 
14 f a . It changetb Mercury fubhmate into a Red 
Powder, gently purgative and Diaphoretick, J 43 ^b* 
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How -with Aurum Potabile to mate a Ruby or Hya¬ 
cinth, P. I. 117.'b. How to change the Colottr of 
this Aurum Potabile from white to red, 2.10. 

Another Aurum Potabile to prepare, P. 1. 167. 

Aqua Foi'tis to prepare, P. I. 29 - a - ^ differs little or 
nothing from Spirit of Hitcr, 29. b. 

Aqua Regia to prepare, 23. b. Aqua Fortis and Aqua 
Jlegis to prepare in plenty for the diffolvmg of Metals, 
P. 2. 15, 14. 66. a. P. 1. 415,416. Aqua Fortis 
at one diftillation tranfmtes half its 'weight of Cow- 
won Salt into Saltpeter, P. I. 4 * 5 * ^ 

A Golden Aqua Vita? to prepare, the like never deferi- 

hedbyany , P. 2. 150. 

Aquh Saltabcris of Paracelfus fixeth and - rubefeth all 
white Mercuries, 190* b. Helmont erred in taking 
it to be the water of Whites of Eggs, ibid. 

Arcanums to difeover is very injurious, 148, 190* 

Arfnick and Orpiment to fix, l 6l. When fixed they 
tinge Copper white like Silver, ibid. Arfnick its ni¬ 
trous Spirit to prepare, P* 1. 50. It gradnateth Cop¬ 
per white as Silver, and malleable, ibid. Arfenical r 

quality taken away from Mineral Oyls by Spirit of 
Salt, P. 2. 152. a. 

Arms and Armour to preferve from Rttft, P. 1. 182. 
Of Arfnick, 319,520. 

Artificers, as Engravers, Painters , Dyers, Statuaries ^, 
and many others , may be benefited by the Authour s 
Labours, 165. a. 

The Aftral Beams penetrate to the Center of the Earth, 
and what they operate, 117. How they beget the Cen¬ 
tral Fire of the Earth, 119. b. Aftrums of the Me¬ 
tals, what, 367. b. 

The Authour was fo renovated in his old Age, as to 
have new black curl'd Hair, by the taking a fmall 
quantity of a certain TmBitre, P. 2. 204. a. He 
complains that his Writings and Secrets brought him 
many troubles, P. I. 170. b. 17 2. b. He never gain¬ 
ed one halfpeny by his Writings, P. 2. 186. a. He 
hath borrowed nothing from other Writers, but hath 
attained all his Secrets by his own Labours , *]l. a. 
He wafted feme pounds of Gold unprofit ably in his 
younger years, in feekbigfor a Tinilure, and finding a 
fafer way for others, P. 3. 12. a. He was wronged 
by his Servants and Courtiers, P. 2,. 148* b. 

The Authour"; opinion that the Stone of Philofophers may 
be made of Common Salt, P. I. 269* a. He fowed 
Gram in bare Sand, and had it fooner ripe, than the 
fame fowed in good Earth, 388. a. He had a Patent 
from the States of Holland for the improving of bar¬ 
rels Land, ibid. He laments his being too liberal in 
the communicating of Secrets, 223. a. His being Ca¬ 
lumniated, hath been the occaflon of his more open pub- 
lifting of his Secrets, 210. b. 

The Authour’; account in what order he pub lifted many 
of his Works, 248. a. 

0 / Azoth and Laton, or the Agent and Patient of Phi 
lofophers , P. 1. 396. The Authour attaining to the 
knowledge of this Agent or Secret Fire of the JVtfe, 
laid afiule Furnaces, Glaffes, and Coals > P. 3. 61. 
a. 62. 

B 

B Akers or Brewers, how they may fnpply the want of 
reft or Barm, P. 1. 182. 

A Mineral Balfam of Sulphur of exceed mg great Vertues, 
P. 2. 126. b. 

Balfam of Rofes, and other Vegitables, confifiing of their 
three Principles purified and again conjoyned, P. I. 
60, 6r. a. 
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Barrennefs in Men or Women to cure, P.1.266, a. 267.b. 

Baths of Common water 63. Of Sulphur 65. Of the Dry 
Bath or Sweating Chair, ibid. JVhence the heat of ?uz- 
titral hot Baths arifeth, P. 2. 114. b. 

An efficacious Bath for the curing of many difieafies, P. I* 
189. b. 

Ofthe Beetle or Scarabceus, the horned and Bull-like, al * 
fo the round or Globular, their Signature, Properties, 
and Medicinal Vertues, 94. Hens feeding on the gray 
Beetles lay fafter than thofe which are fed with Corn , 

P. i. 95. b. 

Bezoardicum Minerals to prepare, with its Vertues , 
P. 1. 8. b. 

Beer, Ale, Wine, or Metheglin, to ftrengthen, 159. 
Being fowr to recover than, and render them drink * 
able, 159, 182. To preferve them in Summer from 
the fret, 286. a. Beer to make with Honey, which 
will keep ten or twenty years, 286. a. Beer or Ale 
may be made in the hottefi Climates, or Weather, of 
Concentrated Corn, where Water and Hops are at hand, 
P. I. 305. a. The Excellency of Beer fo brewed, be¬ 
yond the Common, ibid. b. 

Birds fo to intoxicate that they may be taken with ones 
hand, P. 2. 154. a. 

Birdlime fo to prepare, as not to be altered by heat or 
cold , P. 1. 182. 

Bleeding immoderate of any kind, to fop, P. 1. 149. a. 

Blood-letting not available in curing of rooted and ftub - 
born difeafes, P. i. 245. a. 

Borax, its JVater turns Lead into Quick-filver, P. I. 
236. a. 

A Delicate Bread to prepare, P. 2. 58. b. 

Butter to make by the help of Spirit of Salt, which will 
keep long good, P. 1. 330. a. 

Brandy to difiill from the Lees of Wine, 292. b. To 
make Brandy of all forts of Corn, and to give it a re- 
lifh like that made of the Lees of Wine, 158, 159, 
166. b. 

c 

C Abinet-makers may make Pear-tree or Cherry-tret 
to be like Ebony, P. I. 180. 

Excellent Cheefc like Parmafan to make by the help of 
the Spirit of Salt, P. I. 364. b. 379. b. 

To kill Worms, and prevent holes in Cheefe, 380. a. 
Childrens beinggauled with their Urine, to help, 13,3. 
Chry ftal to tinge with various Colours like pretious Stones, 
P. 2. 65. a. P. 3. 56. a. 

Chryftals to diffolvein a certain Menfirttttm, with their 
Vertues, P. 1. 248. a. P. 3. 55. b. 

Chryftals or Cream of Tartar to prepare, 38, b. 

An Elegant Cinaber graduating Lune into Sol, P. 1. 
374. b. N. B. 

Collick to eafe, 40. b. 54. 

To Colour Hair, Bones, Feathers, &C. brown or black, 
40. a. 

Colours for Painters, as Ultramarine, blue Smalt, Scar¬ 
let Lacca, Venice Lerufs,Scc. to prepare, 179. Smalt 
to make, as beautifull as Ultramarine, P. 2. 68. a. 
Coals afford a fweet MineralOyl, P.2. 125. b. 126. a. 
How it is to be dtflilled a?id retlificd, ibid. It is equal 
to the Oyl of Peter, ibid. 

The four Complexions deferibed, P. 1, 388. a. 
Confection of Ale her me s Mineral, to prepare, 384." 
Copper to extract and render Corporeal , from juch poor 
Oars as will not defray the charge of melting, P. r # ' 
326, 327, P.2. 18. P. 1. 293,410,425. Coppa' 
to tranfmute tntoVerdigreafe, P. 2. 18. Into other 
Colours for Painting, 16, 77. a, Gold and Silver to 
, feparatc 
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feparate from thofe Colours, 17. Copper difi'olved in 
Aqua Fortis mixt with Stiver, Iron, or Lapis Cala- 
minaris, to reduce and render malleable , 42. 

Copper to make white as Silver, and graduate into Sil¬ 
ver, yielding Gold, P.2.68. b. P. I. 419. To gra¬ 
duate into Gold by a Cement, P.2. 68. P. 3. 71. 

A Cordial to prepare, to be ufed in great and continual 
difeafes, 115. 

Corn of all forts, how to be prepared, before its Spirit be 
difilled, P. 1. 57. 

Corn to concentrate for the making both Bread and 
Drink on Ship board in cafes of necejfity, 277, 278, 
296, 30;. 

Corns of the feet to take away, P. I. 181,288. a. 

Corrofives, as Oyl of Vitriol, Aqua Fortis, &c. to dul- 
cifie, 405. b. P. 2. 68. 

Crocus Martis to prepare, with its ufe,'% 28. a. 

Crucibles to make, which will long endure the fire, with 
Lead, 69. a. 199. b. P. I. 90. 


D 


P. 2. 


113. a. 


D Ay and Night, Light and Darknefs , what, 

86. b. 87. a. 

Death, what it is, 86. b. 

Decoctions of Herbs of no value in Phyfick, 

Their Deco ffions in the Alcahefi, or firey water, much 
to be efieemed, ibid. b. 

Demogorgon perfects all Metals, both within and with¬ 
out the Earth, and is the fecret Fire or proper Agent 
of Vhilofophers, 69. b. It makes Saturn bard, and 
white as Lune, as it becomes crude out of the Earth, 
ibid. It makes Copper white, and hard as Steel, ibid. 
It makes Lune through black, and Sol exceeding hard, 
ibid. It makes excellent Looking-glafi'es, ibid. De- 
mogorgon defer ibed, P.3. 58 . a. 

How Dyers may give fuch a ground to their Cloth, that 
the Colours jhali not be corrupted by Air, Sun, Vinegar, 
Urine, &C. P. r. 180. 

Diocletian could not overcome the Egyptians till he had 
caufed all their Books to be burnt, 185. b. 

TaDiftill Spices, Seeds, Roots, Herbs, Flowers, 8 cc. by 
the third Furnace, 59. 

Drilling Infivument deferibed for the plentifull making 
cf acid Spirits , and the eafie extraction of Metals 
from their Oars, 429,430,431. 

A Diuretick and Ncphretick extrail,of excellent Vertues, 
P. II. 112. 

Drink very like to JVine, to make of Grain and Fruits, 
P. 1. 167. a. 

Dropfie cured by the irreducible Blood of Gold, P. 3. 
286. 

'A Dream may bring a man knowledge, P. 2. 145. a. 
Men made Drunk with a very fmall quantity of the Spi¬ 
rit of Tobacco or Henbane, 154. a. 

Drunkennefe to prevent, audits Evils to cure, P. 1. 
289. b. 

Dungs of various tife in Vbyfick, P. I. 248. b. Dung 
fattens the Earth omly by its nitrous Salt, 169. a 
Humane Dung makVs Flowers grow, but gives them 
an ill 2.1:25. b. Humane Dung to render 

fweetfidd McdiUf^j 159* b. 

\ 

E Arthen Vcjfels uf Glaze, P. 1. pag. 92. 

EleCtuary compounded with Spirit of Salt, its ma 
vifold vertues, 287* a. • 

Separation of the Elements from the Chaos deferibed, 

* 55 * 


Elias the Artifi, what, P.i. 221. a. 3 jo a. P. 3. 51.3. 

Elixir Propnetatis to prepare, with the volatile Spirit of 
Mars, P.2. 152. b. Its ufe and manifold vertues,1^. 
It preferves both quick and dead, ibid. Elixir Pro- 
prietatis to prepare with Secret Sal-Armoniack,i79.b. 
Elixir Proprietatis far tranfundmg that o/Paraccl- 
fus or Helmonr, P. 3. 57 b. 

Embroiderers, how they may put durable Colours upon 
their Silk, P. r. 179. 

Enamels or Colours for Glafs, to prepare , ibid. 

Enemies to repel! or take Captive without fhedding of 
blood, 431. b. 437. b. 439. 

Engravers and Statuaries Tools to harden, ibid. 

Epilepfie or Failing-ficknefs, tocure , 16. b. 17.b. 21. a. 
50. b. 53. a. 6 3. a. 265. b. The caufc of the Epilep¬ 
tic not known, 238. b. 

Epiftle to the Authour ccmplaining of his writing too 
openly, P. 1.421. 

Eyes inflamed, the cure, P. I. 13. a. 39. b. 237. a. 

Eryfipelas, the cure, 50. a. 288. a. 

Eflences ofVegitables to prepare, P. 2. 84. Eflence of 
Afh-keys, an excellent Medicine to dtfiolve the Stone, 
88. b. Eflence of St. John 1 * Wort, cures Wounds, 
Brnifes, Obfrutlions of Liver and Spleen, ibid. EF 
fences of Tobacco and Henbane, heal dijeafes cf the 
JVomb, ibid. Eflence of Rofes and Cinamon, a great 
refrefher of a languishing nature, ibid. Eflence of 
IVine, 91. a. Eflence of Vearls, Corals, and Stones ^ 
P. 3- 57. a. 

Extraction of Pearls, Corals, Crabs-eyes, 8 cc. P. 1. 44. 

Extraft Vomitive, 61. Purging, 62. Diaphoretick, ibid. 1 
Diuretick, ibid. Somniferous, ibid. Cordial, 63. Odo¬ 
riferous, ibid. 

An ExtraCt of Corn of light Carriage, which may at any 
time be made into Beer , or ufed tnfiead of Bread, 184. 


F Arner’j Obligations to the Authour, for the keeping 
of Secrets communicated, P. l. 149. 

Fevers not to be cured by cooling Remedies, 167 a. 
Feathers to dye of any Colour, conflant and durable,l 8 ol 
P. 2. 149. a. 

Tht Feathers of Eagles and Doves to prepare, for volatF 
hzing Menfrtttims, P.2. 170. 

Fermentation of the Authours new, P. 2, 219. a. Of 
his Secret Ferment, ibid. 

Fire common, its Excellency, 115. a. Its knowledge tht 
firfl fiep to the under funding of many Arcamims, ibid. 
Fire to extract out of any Wood or Ho b what foever, 
and render it palpable and vifible, P. 2. 7. Fire to 
kindle into a fame from two clear Liquors, 2. Firs 
of the Vine to extrait, 8. Fire to extract and concen¬ 
trate out of Animals, ibid. Fires of Salts concentra¬ 
ted efie It wonders, 19. Their particular Medicinal 
ufes, 23, 24. They can doe more mi]chief in War than 
Gun-powder, 217. P.i. 43 I. b. 437. b. Secret Fire 
or Agent-ripening Metals, 400. P.;«77. 

Fires various atyd unheard-of, with their UJes, P, 2. 216, 
217,^18. P: 3. 64. 

The Secret Fire of the Chaldeans, of wha\ prepared , 
P.2. 69. Y I 

Fire of the Maccabees, what, 114. b. It joyns Gold and 
Silver , P. 3. 64. 8. 

The Secret Fire of Philofophers,P.2.144 b. 219. It is 
called by three Names , but is either Oyl of Vitriol, 
P. 3. 20. a. or Oyl of Vitriol coagulated, P. 2. 184. b. 
It totally fixeth Mercury into a Red Jweet Tintture 
without any diminution of its weight, 19 3. a. 

The Fire of Artephius draweth out the higbefl power o>- 

JSjtin- 
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J^uinttffcncc of Animals, Vegitablesj and Minerals, 
without common Fire, Furnaces , or Glajjes, and with- 
cut Labour and Coft , P. 3. 48. a. If; Preparation, 6 i ; 
A Purgatory Fire which fweetens and purifies all Vegi- 
table , Animal , /iW Mineral Subjects, P.2. 159 * 

72 c three Principal Fires enable aPhyfician to prepare va¬ 
riety of Excellent Medicines again all difeafes,i 6 o-b. 
Mineral Fires to extinguifl) by the Vegitable, and their 
corrofivenefs • converted into fweetnejs , 15&* 


ter, tranjwitting Mercury into Gold , P, 1.426. 


Gold /W Sliver to purifie, and feparatc from each other, 


P. I. 147. a. 351. b. by Melting onety, 175. Gold 


P. 


G Alenifts err in their adminiftring Gold and fret ions 
Stones, P.2. 198. b. 199 * 

Gangrene cured by Spirit c/'Sal-Armoniack, P. ** 5 °*?* 
Gardens, or Orchards to keep out Deer, Swine or wild 
Beafis, 192. a. To rid them of Worms and other In- 
fells, 181. To prevent Spiders and other InjeBs frem 
creeping up Fruit-trees, r 9» b. 19^* 3. 

Gems or factions Stones to amend their Colours, 

50. a. ;* 

Gems or Artificial Stones to make of various Colours , 
p. 1. 82, 83. 412, 413. a. A Ruby or Emerald , 
248. b. cr Hyacinth , 217. b. Granats to change 
. into Rubies and pale Hyacinths, and other white Stones 
to exalt in their Colour, P. 2. 212. b. 

Glafly Colour to prepare like the Indian Porcellan, P. 1. 

180. < 

Glafs of Copper red, fit for the tinging, or painting of 
Glafis, 135. 

Glafs of Antimony to prepare eaftly, 14. a. Glafs of 
Lead for the fluxing of Tin Ajhes, to prepare, 39. 112. 
Glafs is the Fhilofophers Lutum Sapientia?^ P. 2. 
167. a. 

Glades to gild durably with the Colour of Silver, P. 1. 
39r. b. Glades to hold volatile and fubtile Spirits ,87. 
The way of grinding Glafi-ftoppers, ibid. 

Gold living, how it differs from the dead, P. 2. 131. 
Of its preparation and difioliition into tender Atoms, 
fit for V'tvification and Medicinal ufe, ibid. 1 39 > I 4 0; 
How thofe Atoms are to be further opened and made 
volatile like a Vegitable , 131 . How the Stomach may 
le ajfified fo that it may dffolve Gold, 132. Gold 
when exantmated, flies the fire like Arfnick, 72. a. 
The Medicinal Carbuncle of Gold to prepare, 51. TJoe 
TinBure of it fwiftly promotes the growth of Vegita¬ 
ble Seeds, 51. Gold to be exalted in the Mineral Aries 
by the Secret Sal-Armoniack, 189. a. 

Gold not to be reduced into three Principles, P. 3. 2.6. a. 
nor to have its Colour extraBed by Salts, for the Ting- 
iigr of Lune ; but to be refolved by putrefaBion, and 
•made irreducible , ibid. How this is to be done, 27. a. 
after a Total blacknefs, 27. a. arifeth the Peacock’s 
tail, and Dragon’s blood, 28. a. 

, Gold 'itqfmBute, with its Ufe, P. 1. 26. a. Another 
TinBure o/Gold, or Aurum Potabile, with its Ver¬ 
ities, 265. It turns a Needle or pure Iron Wire into 
fine Gold, by digefiing in it, 267. b. Gold with Sil¬ 
ver to prepare-into^a jufile purple Stow, 384* To fub 
lime into a Red Medicinal Salt, P. 2/ 168. ? 


'to feparatc from the tmperfeB Metals and Aimerals 
cnely by melting in a Grttcible, 177. Gold to fepa- 
rate from the. imperfeB Metals, 145,146. a. Gold and 
Silver jo get our of old Tin or Pewter Vcj]els, the Tin 
or Pewter being preferved and amended, 176. Gold 
impure to feparate and purge by Antimony, 104. 

Gold to extract with profit from Flints, Sand, 1 Clay 
P. r. IOI. 371, 42.6. P.2. 76. An infallible way 
of proving whet her they hold much or Huh Gold , ibid. 
As alfo out of Granats, Agaths, Saphires, Rubies, 
Red Talk, • which will not yield either to Lead , 
or fharp Waters, and to reduce it to a body, P. 1. 422, 
423, 426. P.2. 12, 15* Gold to cxtraB out of any 
Copper , 17, l8. Out of natural Vitriol, ibid. 65. b. 
Out of Sea fait , 18. Out of poor Lead Oar, ibid. Out 
of all rude and fiubborn 'Metallick Earths , 19. ^67. 
Gold and Silver Marchafites, how to get ?nore AUtal 
from them, than by the common way of Melting, P. 1. 
172. How to fix them in three hours fpace , fo that 
they Jhallyield a double quantity of Metal to what they 
would have done before, 175. 

Gold to make out of Silver with profit, and Gold and 
Silver to feparate after a peculiar manner from Iron 9 
Copper, Tin and Lead, P. 3. 46. Gold to feparatc 
from Iron cr Copper by the Glafs of Lead, P. %, 40* 

' From Regulus cj Antimony without loofing fZ^Regll- 
lus, ibid. From Copper, 43. From Arfnick, P.lJ 3IK 
Gold, Silver, and Copper to extraB from poor Oars ? 
by Aqua Fortis or Spirit of Salt , P. 1. 360,415,415, 
426, 427. The fame may be done with the Water of 
Salt, or Saltpeter, acitated with the Oyl'cf Vitriol ,\brd. 
How to precipitate, and reduce the extraBed Metals, 
416. Gold to augment by the impcrfeB Atetals, P.i. 
178, 361, 362. Gold and Silver to feparate from 
each other,by a cheaper way than the common, P.2.194, 
and both from Copper, 217. • 

Gout Fains, fuddenly toeafe, P. 1. 37. a. 288^ 2 . It£ 
Knots to dffolve, 50. 

Gout to cure, 165. b. P. 2.14. b. 58,59. P.3. 18'. b. 
Many Gouty perfons cured in a few years by the Golden 
Panacea of Antimony, no. b. 

Gonorrhea to cure , P.z. 149. a. 

Gravel to expell, P. i: 37. a. 

Grapes to hai>e ripe fooner than ordinary £183, Grapes 
dried, or Raifons how to recover their fweetnefs j as 
•when pluskt fref) from the Vine, 284. b. 

Griffin Vhylofophick generated of the Lion and 'Eagle, 

■ 356. a. 406. b. 407. a. 

Gunpowder found out /y^Monk, Anns i;8o. 43;. a. 

di/thnttv tll0 X/fnnk Aid i/J. tn Al i 7)lliO’P it * 


Gold may be gotten out of every Herp y P. V. 37 4 * F* 


Demcnfiratcd by the Authour in the preface of many 
learned Aien, P. 410. a. 412. b. Gcjld dffolved in 
a Corrofive, and the Ccrrofive dulcify d, becomes 
Liquor, which may ferve for an Aurum Potabile, 
and gilds Quickfilver, and other Metals, with a Gol¬ 
den Colour, 386. b. Gold to generate iwSaturn,397.b. 
To ccnjoyn with its Capital enemy Sulphur , and with 
Lune, 398, 399. Gold volatile in fome Oars and 
coloured Flints, mry be difiilled into a grad at cry IVa* 



■ 


*1 


I 


The'Authour thinketh the Monk did ill to divulge it£ 
ibid. b. He fpeaks of another way 'to captivate Ene *• 
tnies without killingthem, ibid. 


H 


as alfo Shins, llfeol, Bones , with a pur- 
at, ’ 


H Air to Dye , . 

pie or red Colour, confront a^ljlgyable, P. 2. 



* I 49- a - . . . . 

Hens delight in Salt, which mgHfthcm lay . 

Eggs, P. I. 169. a. They ded'ffpand andj 
hies for the matter of Egg-fieu 4 284. a. 

Ghiick Hedges to cauje to grow ufyn half thei 

I 9 r - b. 

Herbs tomahe grow up in a few hours fpace, P. 1.200 b/ 
P- 3- 59- a - To communicateto them the nature of any 
Metal, 210. a. Herbs various and unknown, to proJ 
i dnee without Seed, 257. b. 289.8. P. 2. 49. The 

great- 
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& n at erreurofG alcnifts, in attributing the fame vcr- 
t:rs to Herbs in thofe Northern Climates, as were 
afcrilted to them in the Scat hern, zij. a. The Herbs 
of cold Countries may be rendred equal in virtue to 
thofe of hot, by the Terreftri.il Sun and Art, Zlj. b. 
Herbs to dtfeover by an experiment, whether they are 
profitable or unprofitable in Medicine, P z. 2;. 

II hi or V of Gold made cut of Sea-SJlt, P. 1. 412. a 
Hiftory of an Infant preferased from Corruption many 
years m a certain Water, and at length turn'd into a 
Stone, 260. a. Hi (lory of a Motlnubank at Paris, 
kill'd by the Odour of a fpirituosis or volatile Poyjon, 
p 1 8v a. Hiftory of a Country-man to whom a 
Dolior had preferred Album Gr.TCUm, H 9 - a. Hi 
ftory of SigifnVJnd Wan, who built a Church and 
Hofpital by Wealth obtained from feparating the Gold 
and Silver from Tin, 201 a. P. I. 371. b. 

Hony to Ferment before the dfiliation of its burning 
Spirit, P. I. 58. To take away its ungratefuU Taft, 
and pur re it from is hidden Impurities, fo that an ex¬ 
cel hint %iuk may be made of it, for fmall charge, 
fervtng inftead of iVine, 286 a. P.2. 56. Or a Me 
tberiin with Spices, 57- a. 

I-Iops to produce in plenty, P. 1. 19 » - b. To preferve the 
Hop-poles in the Earth, long from rotting, ibid. 

Horns to foften, fo that any Image may be printed upon 

them, 181. . . 

Hovels of Grain, to keep Rats and Mice from running 

tip the Pofts, 19 2 ?. a. 
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1 

and thence grew* jo penttravt, that tt will prejenit! 
run through three Crucibles one in another, P_ 
200. a. 'To make it hard and while like Silver, P. 3. 

89. b. 

A red Steve of Satutn and Mars to prepare, with its ma¬ 
nifold Vertues in Phyfick a?td Chyrttrgery, P. 1. 582.b. 
It is the true Lapis H&matitis of the ancient Phy/ici- 
ans , 58;. a* The red Sublimate afeendmg in this 
operation , is able by Sympathy , to cure at a dtfancc, 
any Flux of blood whatfoever, ibid. A white Stone 
to prepare of Saturn and Lunc, 38;. 

Black Lead of Phtlofophers, what, P. 2. 217. b. 
Lcprofie, to cure, P. 1. 265. b. 

Leather to make black, 180. 364. b. 

Linnen Threads to make fofoft,as to emulate Silk, 1S0. 
Looking* Glajjcs and Barmng-GlaJJes, to make, P. 1. 70^ 
The Met all tek mixture for the fame, 80. The man. 
ner of fmocthing and polijhing them, 8r. 

The Ludu$ of Paracelfus prepared by the Anthem > 
with his Alcahcft or fetret Sal-Armoniack ? for the 
Stone, p. 2. 180. 6. 

Lunc to graduate into Sol by a frugalar Spirit, 68. b. 
Lutes for tTe building of Furnaces, joyning of Receivers, 
and fer broken G lajjes, p. I. 86. 

Of the Lion or Lions blood; how to be prepared, and u- 
fed in Medicine and ether Arts, p. 2. JL|9. It cures 
the Leprofie and Pox, Ibid. 

. . M 


I 


1 


TRoO to graduate into Gold by a Fulmen, P. f 
B 71. N. B. By Sal - mirabils, P. z. 49 . lo 
exult ''it into Copper by the fame, 50. All Iren con 
tains Gold, both fixt and volatile, P. 1. 575 - An 
eighth part of lion changed into Gold, P. I . 230 . a. 
Iron to change into Gold, Silver, or Copper, by a J’iu- 
men ■"o b. Iron to change into Copper according 
to Paracelfus, 240 . a. 291 - b. Iron Tools changed 
into Copper, by length of t,me, in Mines of Fund 
,, 9 a 224. b. Iron to feparate from Copper, } 26 .b 
Iron made as fuftle and malleable as Copper, P. 1. 


Jupircr and Venus beget Apollo and Diana, 401. b. 
Itch, or Scab, to cure, 364. b. 

L 

I And poor and barren, to enrich without Dung, 
^ P.’i. 187, 189, 191. i9I-b. aoo.b 405 a 

417. a. P. 2. 33. This Manure holds good twenty 
years, ibid. The manner of preparing this Manure 
of Common Salt and Lime, P. I. 416. 

Lead Oar Courfe and not meltable, how to extmcl the 
Lead from it, P. 2.18. Lead, or any Lead Oar, to 
reduce into Ajhes, and thence to extract Gold and Sil¬ 
ver, P 1. 399 - a - 4 * 4 - " T 

Lead eaf.ly feparated from its Oar, by adding Iron m 

the melting, P. I. 74 ,a * r , , 

Lead fo amend by the graduating Extra fhons of coloured 
Flints P * *7. How to reduce the Calx of Gold 

precipttatd from the Lead, and wajhed, without any 
lofs, -’8, 29. of the nature and property of Lead, 
198 It cent atm a fharp Sal-nitrous Spirit, 199 
Lead to make bard like Iron, fo that great Guns may 
be made of it, 199 - b - The inward juice of Lead is 
fleeter than any Sugar, P. 1. 281. b. A white pre¬ 
cis.: ate of Lead to prepare, 382. 3. 

N. Ji. Lead hath the power of dulcify mg Corrofives. 


M Adnefs and Melancholy hypocondriack, the cure , 
P. u 176. 

Magiftcry of Pearl, Coral, See. to prepare, 18. b. The 
abufe tifed in thofe Preparations, ibid. Of Eggfhel/s, 
with its verities', P. 3. 57 * 

Magnefia is rich in Mctalhck Tinclure , P. t. 35 ?- 
How to prepare its TtnBure with Alcohol of Wine, 
P. 3. 56. An Univerfal Medicine of it to prepare, 
with its ufe, P. 2.0156. P. 3. 33. With the Secret 
Fire of Philofophers, 39. b. 

Magnetifm, its admirable Power in attracting its like, 
P. 2. 29. , 

Magnetifm of Metals, Salts, and Stones, P. 1. 342. 


P. 3. 40. a. 

Magnet to attrdtt a Univerfal Medicine or Mercury 
from the Air, P.2. 137. 164, 165. a. 

Another Magnet to attract the Aftral, and vivifying 
Rays of the Sun, and to render them corporeal, pal¬ 
pable., and conftant in the Fire, P. I. 39 °* 

Magnet attracting Water, its manifold ujes, P. 2. 64* 
Magnet to attraSl from Gold, its TtnBure, 165. 

Malting, the differences, P. I. 57* Malt, its Fermenta¬ 
tion, in order to dif ill from it a burning Spirit, 58* 

Mars or Iron to purifie by Saturn and halts, 13?- 
Mars and Venus to conjoyn infcparably , and their 
Tinging blood to prepare, P. 3 . 3 f . b. 

A Medicine to remove all Obfrtttfions of the Bowels 
and VeJJels, and firengthen the Stomach, to prepare, 
P. 2. 152. b. An Univerfal Medicine may be pre¬ 
pared in a few days for Ten f illings charge, P. 3 . 

58. a. 

Megrim, cured by Spirit ^SafArnioniack, P. 1.50.3. 

Medicines Univerfal, their excellency above particular, 
P. 2. 180. b. 

Menftruum toextratt the fxt Sulphur or tinging Anima 
of Metals, 21. Menftruum dffolving Copper mixt 
with Gold, and precipitating the Gold, 43. 

Mcrcurius Vita?, to prepare, P. 1.8. 

Mercury not cold, as the vulgar think, but hot and 
fen , 137. b. 142* • 

J ' * B b 
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Mercury precipitate red, to prepare , P. I. iS. a. Yellow 
precipitate of Mercury, kills Lice, 29. a. Mercury 
abttjed in Phyfick, 28. b. Mercury to Coagulate in¬ 
to a hard body, 142. a. Mercury to fix with the 
moifi fires of Salts, Jo as conjlantly to abide the fire, 
P. 2. 26, 27. To prepare into a Red Powder fro ug¬ 
ly purging, 28. Mercury Coagulated into a fixt 
white Body, 161. a. To pur ifie by a Fill men, Jo as 
after it may be eafily fixt, P. 3. 71 • Common Mer¬ 
cury purified and fixt into a Red Fowder in two or 
three days, 192. a. It enters Gold and augments it, 
196. a. Common Mercury hath in it felf no Tmbhtre, 
P. 3. 16. I low it may acquire Tincture, and by pre¬ 
paration become the Mercury of Philofophers ,ibid. How 
to fix it by Animal fttperfluities, P. 3. 89. b. 

Mercury tof Antimony to prepare, either Purgative or' 
phoretick,with its excellent tife in PhyfickJP. 1.161,183. 
Mercury of Saturn, and of Lune, to prepare, 127.3. 
P. 3. 15. They fix Common Mercury, ibid. Mer¬ 
cury of Saturn may be difiilled into a fweet Milk, 
and then coagulated into a Stone, which Coagulates 
Argent vive, P. 2.116. Mercury of Saturn fixed 
into Gold, 137. 

The Mercury of Metals is the Mercury of Philofb- 
phers, P. 3. 12. a. 69. b. Divers ways of extract¬ 
ing it, 12,13. P-67. per fe 158. Advifie to feck 
Mercury in Saturn, and Sulphur in Mars, rather 
than in Gold and Silver, P. 3. 12. a. A Tmging 
Mercury to prepare out of Antimony, 14. Antimony 
yields more Mercury than Vitriol, ibid. A Tinging 
Mercury to prepare out of Mars and Venus, ibid. 
P. 3. 72. a. Out o/Jupiter, 15. Mercury to prepare 
out of Metals and Alinerals, by the help of Tartar 
onely, 14, 15. The Mercury of Metals to prepare 
by the Salt of the World, P. 3. 73. a. 

The Mercury of Philofophers to prepare by the help of 
Secret Sal-Armoniack, P. 2. 182. The Mercuries of 
Jupiter and Mars, being conjoyned, are together in¬ 
fant ly converted into fixed Gold, ibid. A Philojo- 
phick Mercury to prepare in great quantity, without 
charge , P. 3. 16. The Mercury of Philofophers 
being Jet at liberty, carries with it felf its own Tinging 
Sulphur, 12. b. How to prove whether the Alercury 
of Aletals be well prepared or not to give a TinBure, 
l 3. The conjunction and fixation of the Philofophick 
Mercury with Gold, ibid. 

Of the Mercury of Witte, P. 3. 55. a. Its Preparation, 

P. 2. 67. Its admirable Vertues, 189. P. 3. 68. b. 
Experiment of turning it into a red Stone, which ting¬ 
ed Silver into Gold, 75. b. 

Metals, how getterated, P. 1. 115. b. Metallick Mines 
difeovered by various accidents , 120. How to find 
them by Art, ibid. The Hazlc rod fallacious, ibid. 
Aletals and Alinerals have their birth from one Com¬ 
mon Seed, 121. a. Metalline Seed as capable of 
Multiplication, as the Vegetable and Animal, 363. a. 

Metals, how to feparate, P. 1. 70. From each other by 
precipitation, 325. b. N. B. 334.8. To feparate the 
courjer Metals from each other, 72. Metalline Oars 
how to prove what Aletal they hold, 172. Metals 
may be purified in two or three hours time , 357. a. 
Metals to amend, and concentrate by Nitre, 201. 

Metals imperfeB, changed into more perfieB, by the help 
of Salts, P. I. 177, 178. P. 2. 11. How to be flam 
by their Enemies, and tranfrnuted into better, ibid. 
Metals fugacious and of no worth , to ripen by Com¬ 
mon Salt and Fire, Jo as to yield Gold and Silver with 
profit, 35. 

Metals, how purified, P.2. 117.3. Their ReduBion in. 
toCalxes, as Crocus Martis. Minium, Red Frecipi. 


tate, Sec. no true purification, ibid. How to make 
Metals grow up like Vegetablcs, before the Eye , to the 
length of a finger or mere in the Jpace of two or three 
hours, P. 1. 178. P. %. 59. a. Metallick Tree, with 
its parts, P. 2. 1 05. b. Magnefia grows up into a 
blood-reel Tree, P. 3. 59. a. 

Metals not to be fpir dualized with Corrofive JVaters, by 
at filiation, 1*1. a. Metals, notwithfianding, may 
be depurated , and made volatile by dif illation , P. 2. 
127. b. Metalline Spirits coagulate and fix Mercury, 
153. b. Metals are fo deftroyed by the Fulmen of 
Jove, that they cannot be again reduced into MetaL 
lick Bodies by melting, but pafs into Glafs of divers 
Colours, which Glajs being again reduced by Art,yields 
much better Metals than before, P. 1. 20 1 . b. Me¬ 
tals not to be amended but by Sulphur, P. 37 f. a 
Metals to diflingttijh,by the colour of their Fumes, and 
figure of their Motion , in the fire, P. j. 27 2. b. 271 a 
The Metals have divers names impofied upon them by 
the Poets, 401. a. * 

Metallick Tincture to prepare, P. 1. 204. a. 

A Metallick Medicament to prepare, profitable in all di- 
ftempers of the Brain, P. 2. 116. What is to be held 
concerning the perfeclion of Metals, P. I. 72. 
Minerals, of their kinds and difference, P.i. ->jg. How 
to be tried, P. I. 69. 322. P. 2. 22. a. Whether they 
may be tranfrnuted into Aletals, and into what P. 1 
77. Minerals poyjbnous, how to be correBed by the 
moifi fire of Salt, and to be converted into good Me¬ 
dicine, P. 2. 26. Minerals after they have been ex- 
traBed with Aqua Regia will fill afford Sa/t-peter 
with profit, P. 2. 12. 

Mines and Stones, that arc poor in Silver and Copper to 
extraB by a moifi way, P. 2. 14, 15. Minerals ftub- 
born and glaffy, are jitbdued in the fire with fixed 
Salts, P. 1. 332. b. 

Vlice delight in Salt, P. I. 169. a. 

Money, how to improve it without putting it to XJfiury by 
a Metallick work, 194. Gold more profitable to be. 
ufiedinthis work than Silver, 197. b. 

Mountains burning, not Hell, as fiome think P 1 
Il8, 119. 

N 

N iter or Salt-peter, its generation, P. I. 309, 356. 
Of its ttje and benefit, 200, 359,409. a.’ It is 
a meer Fire, whether it be in the form of a fixed Salt 
or of a volatile Spirit, P. 2. 114. a. How to make 
its fire appear vifibly in a flame, ibid. Its cold and 
moifi fire to prepare, P. 2. b. Niter agrees with all 
the marks of the Philofophers Mercury , P. j. 167. b. 
The River Nile aboundeth with Niter, by which it en- 
richeth the adjacent Country without Dung, 185. b. 
The plenty of Niter in Egypt was the cauj'e of their 
tranfmutation of- Aletals, ibid. The Niter or Salt¬ 
peter of the Ancients was extraBed out of Rocks and • 
Stones, as the word Sa]t-petCT fignifietb, P.i. 342. b. 
That Art is now wholly lofi in Europe, ibid. Niter 
yet cxtraBed out of Rocks in the Eafi-Indies, ibid. 

Niter wonderfully promoteth the growth and encreafe of 
Corn, P. 1. 224. b. 359-8. FixpNtter hath no equal, 
in promoting the growth of Vegetables, Animals , and 
Minerals , 199. b. It giveth a better Odour to Fruits, 
than Dung, P. 2. 33. Niter is capable of affording 
all things both for health and wealth, 407. a. Niter 
brought in [peaking of it felf, 363. b. Its ufie in pre¬ 
paring of ’ Medicines of Vegetables and Animals, 

P. 2. 99. 

Niter aBing in three forms, viz. the Lion, Eagle, or 

Griffin, 
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Griffin, Jijjolves all things in the World , P. l. 406. b. 

Niterous Fountains in Franconia proceeding from a 
Mountain of Stones containing Niter , cure many difi 
cafes , 343. b. 

Nirer the onely Medium of making the Metals Aftral, 
357. a. Niter to prepare by Art of an extraordinary 
ftrength , 557. b* 

The Anima or Tinfture of Niter Enigmatically defcn- 
bed , P. 2. 120. a. One drop of it is able to tinge a 
whole Glafs of Water with a goldeti Colour y ibid. P. 1 . 
315. b. N. B. 316. a, Its Preparation js more openly 
taught , P.2. 169. Its Fertues y P. 1. 388. b. P. 2 
3I. How to exalt it to the highcft power and purity , 
31. 40. a. 

Niter to prepare of Dung of divers fortSy of Lea ves of 
Trees , &c. P. I. 338. Out of Lime and [Foody 339. 
out of rotten Woody 409. a. Out of Rocks and Stones, 
340, 374. a. Experiment to try what Stones contain 
mo ft Niter , ibid. b. Difference of Stones containing 
Nicer, and how they ape to be known , P. 1. 341, 
344. b. 

Niter to prepare in plenty out of Common Salt and Lime, 
344. b. 416. Niter or Salt-peter to make vnth lit¬ 
tle or no coft % by its own Seedy P. 1. 317, 335, 370, 
417. b. 418. By its own Rooty 420. b. 423. P. 2. 


40, 41. 

Niter how to extract and boil //p, 345. Tloe way of 
augmenting the crude Lixivium before boiling , 357. b. 

Niter, when purified, ftroots into long fmooth Cryftals of 
a fexangular Figure , and how it is to be brought to 
that purity , 274. b. 275. a. 

Niter to fix, and t hence to prepare a fiery Liquor or Men- 
ftruunty P. 2. 98. Ten pounds of Niter may be extrac¬ 
ted cut of a hundred weight of Bones of Beaftsy Birds , 
and Fifties , P. I. 310. a. Niter may be made in great 
quantities out of the Flefti and Bones of Whales, En¬ 
trails of Stock-fifh, &c. which are caft away, 313.3. 
Experiment of making Niter cut of Bullock's Bloody 
ibid. Neceffary admonitions about the making of Ni - 
ter or Salt-petery ibid. 314. N. B, 315. 


o 


O Yls of Fegctables to obtain in greater quantity than 
by a Common Stilly P. I. 5. a. P. 2. 122.a. One 
general P roc eft for the Oyls of Fegetables y ftiewn by 
difttlling the Oyl of Turpentine, 123. b. Effential Oyls 
to exalt to a great fubtilty, 119. b. Oyls foetid , to 
make fweet and cleary P. I. 6. a. Oyls warm y fetch 
Pitch and Rofin out of Clothy 376. Oyls, how to be 
Coagulated into Baliams, 60. 

Oyl of Amber to prepare, with its Fertuesy P. 1. 52. 
Oyl o/Arfnick and Orpimcnt, 9. 35. Oyl of Afh- 
keys, a fure Remedy a^ainft the Stone , P. 2. 122. a. 
Oyl or Butter of Antimony, 35 , 36. Its external ufe, 
8. b. Oyl o/Harts-horn, 51. 

Oyl of Lapis Calaminaris, with its njes, P. r. 9. Oyl 
of Wine made by its help, ibid. Oyl or Liquor of 
Gold Corrofive, 7. a. Oyl of Lune, 51. Oyl of 
Mars, ibid. Oyl of Regulus Martis, 34. Its mam- 
fold -venues and ufes, 54, 35. Oyl of Maftick, 
Frankincenfe and other Gums, 5. b. Oyl ^Mer¬ 
cury, 7. Oyl of Metals and Minerals, red and 
fweet, 6. b. 

Oyl-olive to difiiU, commonly called the Philofopher's 
Oyl of Bricks, P. 1. 53. Its Vert ties and Ufe, ibid. 
54. Oyl ^/Saturn, rtWo/Jupiter, 7. 36. Oyl of 
Soot, 52. Ovl e/Sulphur,/y/eJ the Mercury of Phi- 
lofophers, becauje it may eafily be Iran fruited into a 
fweet fiiftle Stone, P. 2. 191. 


Oyl of I alk, with JSiter, P. 1. 33. Oyl ^Tartar,36. 
Oyl <?ATitl, it exalts Colours, 33. Oyl of Venus, 7. 
.Oyl of Vitriol , fweet, to prepare, 21. Its Ufe and Dofe, 
21. Blood red, with Spirit of Urine, 50. Oyl of Vi¬ 
triol corrcfive, to prepare, 17. Oyl of Vitriol white, 
and red, to Coagulate into a fweet fufle Stone, ha- 
ving power in the tranfmutaticn of Metals, and Gems, 
P. 2. 191. Oyl of Vitriol cr Sulphur is the Ae;e?it 
of Pli/cfophers, P. 3. 61. b. 

Oy l of Zink, P. 1.3 6. 

Of ium map be Jo prep tr, ed, that its -very Odour will lay 
the outward fenfes afeep, P. 2. I , 3 b. Opium, Hat- 
ban; and Tobacco to prepare into excellent Medicines 
P ' 57- b. 


P Anacxa of Antimony, its preparation and general 
nfe, P. 1. 163. 

Paracellus cattfed humane Dung to be fet before the Em- 
per cur's Phyftcians * who required of him fome Medici¬ 
nal Experiment , P. 2. I 59. b. 

Paracclfus’j Abbreviation of the Prccefs of the Ancients 
in preparing the Tm&ure of Naturalifts, P. I. 233. 
Projection of the faid Tincture upon Metals, 234. 
Paracellus with it cured the worjl of dtfeafes, 235. a. 
His Prophecy, 351. His Epitaph, 352. His Lion of 
the North is Niter, 350. a. Partnerjhip pernicious in 
the Philofophick v ’crk, P. i. 147. And trttfiy Servants 
'very rare to get, ibid. ParaceXus had thirteen Ser¬ 
vants came under the Hangman's Lajh, and but one 
that he thought was honejl, 148. a. 

Pearls to prepare into a Magi f cry, or white fining Pow¬ 
der, and to make the fame of A lot her of Pearl,'or other 
Shells, P. r. I b. b. Pearl Philofophick, to take with 
the Net o/'Saturn, 265. b. To draw it forth of Com¬ 
mon Salt, P.2, 5. 

The Philofopher’s Stone not to be attained by the mofi 
acute Powers of humane reafen, without the affiance 
of divine mfpirat ion, P. I. 185. b. Such Philofophcrs 
rare to be found, as will mfirufi others in their work 

P. 2. 146. * 

The Philofophers have prepared their Tnfiure of feve- 
ral Subjects,, and by divers Methods, 144, 14’y. a< 
The Authours opinion which way is the befl, 146. b." 
r 47 - 3 * How a man ought to be quahfed that will 
undertake the Philofophick work, 145. b. Pride 
hinders a man from knowledge , ibid. 

Poyfon confifis in the excefs of Cold, P. 2.105. a. 
Poylbnous Animals and J'egetables rejide and grow in 
cold and fliady places, ibid. 

Prels defcribed for extracting the juice or fap of Wood, 
for the making of Salt-peter, or the enriching of bar¬ 
ren Land, P. r. 188. Howto convert theJowr juice 
of Wood into Salt-peter, ibid. 

Printer’s Ink, to render very fair and good, 17 9. 
Prolcrpine, what , P. 2. 191. a. 

Purges work onely by their crudity and averfen to the 
ffim.tch, p. 2. J7. a. b. 

Purges of Vegetables not fo fife as thofe of Metals, P. r. 
385.0,. Purging Vegetables much torrefied by’Spirit 
of Wins.. P. 2. 179. a. 

for flrong people of Copper, p. 1. 41.3. Of Iren, 
for weaker, ibid. A purge prepared of Saturn, with 
its ufe and dofe, 385. A purge of Lune or Stiver , 
ibid. A purging Gold, ibid. 

Putrcfadions are made much fooner by Art than Nature 
p. 1. 225. a. 

Putrefadion of V t igetables is preftruly made in the fio- 
machs of Men, 224. b. 

Pytha- 
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Pl'rhagoras’i crroitr concentir.g the Tranfrnigration 
hutitam Soltis , is true of the Mctallick, 358. a. 

a 

Q Uinreffcnce. of Vegetables, to prepare, p. l.6.b. 

_Qiiinteflbnce of all Mat As anil Minerals , ibid. 
p, j8. b. How to. fix theft into Tinctures with 
Sol and Lune, ibid. •Their Medicinal life, ibid. A 
wonderful 1 Quintcffence of Wine, which dijjdvetb 
all things and bringeth their verities over the helm , 

P. 2. 63,64. 

R 

F > Apes, Radi (Ties, and ether things to make grow far 
V larger and fairer‘than ttfttal by planting their 
Seeds in their Roots, P. ;. 35- h. 

Rip’eyb Toad, mentioned in his Dream, what , P. -■ 
217. a. • 

Rivers afford Stones rich in Gold and Silver , 8 1. a. 

S 

T ilE Salt of the Ocean ( as a Univerfal Agent ) 
gives iiourifiiment to all things which grow on the 
Earth, P. 1. 248,249, 2$ 5, 256. P. ;. 33. _ . 

The Sea-water abates of its Jaltnefs the nearer it is to the 
North, ibid. Of the Precipitation of the Salt from 
Sea-water, and rcndrwg it drinkable, 284. b. 2.8^. 3 . 
Common Salt containeth ff ritual Gold, which may be 
raidrcd vifible by Art, 28 3 . a. It preferveth both the 
living and the dead from Corruption, ibid. It condu¬ 
ce tb much to the fanting of Hogs, and other Beafis, 
ibid. Cahmon Salt kills Vegetables, as it is, but 
timid into a Lixivial Salt , promotes Vegetation, 

P. I. 89. 

Common Salt, when throughly purified, always hath the 
fliape of a Cube cr Square, P. 1.274. a. How it is to 
be Jo purified, ibid. b. Salt advanced and conducted} 
the Vertues or Vices of.what it is conjoyned with, whe¬ 
ther good or evil, 262. b. Examples proving the fame 
in Mercury and Orpnnent, ibid. Salt feigned to dc- 
dare its own Vert ues , 254* a - ^ 74 * a - 
Common Salt may he tranimated into a burning Spirit, 
into true Salt-p^tcr, P. I. 193 - b. 4 ° 5 * a * ^ ln 
a fiow hours obtain the Nature efi Pot-Afhes, and 
ferve for all ufies to which they arc put, as for Soap* 
bovlers, Glafs makers, &c. 406. a. Salt is able to 
draw out the Anima of Gold, mid leave its Body of the 
colour of Lead , and brittle and fugacious like Anti¬ 
mony, 258. a. Salt is the Symbol of Eternity, 254. b. 
It corroboratetb the Heart more than Wive, 256 b. 

The fruit full nature of Salt appears from the Multiplica¬ 
tion of Fifes, beyond Birds and Animals, P. I. 257* b. 
Salt and Fire tranfimute the vdc Metals , into snore 
Noble. An evident demon fir at ion, 434 - \^ je Salt °j 
the Micrecofmick Sea , far more potent inf he ripc&ing 
of Metals, t' an the Salt of the Ocean, $p6. a, The 
Spirit and Salt of the World being addc ^ any dfi- 
Iolved ALtal, and diftilled, carries overf^e Tinging 
Anima of the Metal, P. 3. 18. b. Salts fimple and 
compound, their excellency in Alchymy, 454.6. N.B. 
Secret 4 Sal-Armoniack, its description, preparation, and 
i:,e, P. 2. 178. Its ttfe its the amending of Metals, 198. 
f pay firms more than Helmont hath attributed to his 
Alcaheft, 1S6 a. Divers Medicines for the Stone to 
prtpui e wJj it, ibid. Volatile Sail of Wine or Tartar, 
;o prepare, P. 3. 69. a. 


of i Secret SalArmoniack, of various preparations, P.2- 
209. a. 

A wonder full Sal-Armoniack to be prepared fern the 
faces of Tin, 202. b. It ivfeparably conjoyneth Gold 
and Silver, 203; a. N.B. It is a Magnet to draw 
Tinctures , 204. b. Being dijfolvcd in Spirit of Salt, 
it attracts Geld or Tinted tires from Met alticJz Solution s i 
and precipitates them in form vf a purple or blood-red 
Powder 7 205. a. It extraits and exalts the Colours 
of Vegetables and Animals , ibid. He that hath it,and 
knows its life, needs no Books, ibid. 

A Spiritual Sal-Armoniack cr Alcaheft deferibed, which 
can extract the Tm flares of all red Bodies, and again 
introduce them into white Bodies, without altering the 
figure of either, 209, 210. a. It maketh Gold as vo¬ 
latile as Spirit of Wine, in three hours fpace, 210. b. 
And again changeth it into a tranfparcnt, fixt, ting¬ 
ing Carbuncle, 212. 

Sal-Mirabilis, its Original, P. I. 223. Of its Name and 
Venues, 224. Its Preparation, 225, 261. Of its out- 
w.ird Figure and 7 aft, 261. Enigmatical defeription 
of its Ufe, 254. Its ttfe in Vlyfich, Alchymy, and Me- 
chamck Arts, 226, 227, 228, 262. Of its wGlide p.ll 
power in the Kingdom of Vegetables, 224. Hew it is 
to be prepared for that life, P. 2. 47. It ref ores Trees 
and Injects, half dead, to life, P. I. 410. b P. 2. 47. 
The ufe 0/Sal-Mirabilis in dif hiving of Metals, and 
preparing of Medicines, P. 1. 264, P.2. 48. Its Uni¬ 
verfal ttfe in the emendation of Metals, P. 2. 50. How 
by it the imperfett Metals may be made perfect, ibid. 
The Author by its help hath often tinged one end of an 
Iron IVycr, into Copper, and the other into Gold, p. £„ 
229. b. 

Sal-Mirabilis to ftrengtbcn by its own Spirit, P. 1.411,3. 
A graduating Spirit of Sal-Mirabilis, P. 2 68. b. 
How to know if the Sal-Mirabilis be well prepared, 53- 
How by it any Grain or Seed may be encreafed a Thou . 
fund fold, 54. How it is profitable for Vineyards, 54^ 

5 5. Divers profitable ufes of it about Wines and Bran- 
_ t 'y>. 55 > - 56 . 

Sal.Mirabilis turns Water, Wine, Ale, and other Liquors 
into hard pieces, like Ice, in a few hours Jpace, P. 2. 
44. It Coagulates all acid corrofve Spirits in liks 
manner, ibid. It ft ops the head of a Fountain, ibid. 
Separates the phlegm from fubtile Spirits, ibid. Con- 
gcaleth the breath of Men into Ice, with other Opera¬ 
tions, ibid. It betters all I Vines as it were in a mo¬ 
ment, 45. How it may benefit thofe who travel in 
Winter, or fail on the Seas, P. 2. 46. How it mends 
Brandy made of Corn, fo as to become equal to that 
made of the Lees of Wine, ibid. The fame by Vinegar , 
ibid. It amends Q;A, 47. It takes away Muft or 
Stink from all Veffels, ibid. It preferves all kind of 
Fruits, Eggs, Onions, &c. a long time from corrupt¬ 
ing, ibid. It ttimeth Wood into a Stone, ibid. How it 
dijfolveth all hard Subjects, ibid. 

Sal-mirabilis reduceth a Charcoal into its firft matter in 
the [pace of half an hour, 48. How it renders the Ve¬ 
getable Sulphur vifible, ibid, yields a Aleficinc hut 
little inferiour to Aurum Potabile, ibid. 

Salt of humane Dung among all Saits, cncly generates 
putrefaction, P.2. 159 b. 

Salt-peter, fee Niter. 

Salt graduating Silver, to prepare, P. I. 34. a. 

Salt of Tartar to pur ife by 'Flints, 153 b. 

Salt-water takes the Salt out of Jaltijh Flcjh, or Fifty, 

37 . b. 

Of the Salt of Philofophers, us preparation, ufe, and 
efficacy in Bhyfick and Cb)miftry, P. 3. 17. It tranf- 
' ?fiutes all \mper fell Metals into Gold, and common 

Stones 
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Stones into precious ones ; but hath no ingrefis into com¬ 
mon Mercury , l8. a. It draws the Tinttnresfrom red 
Subjects, and leaves the body white , 19. a. Experi¬ 
ment of the red Salt or Stone of PhWofophQrs draw¬ 
ing the Tmfture from Gold 7 P. 3. 20. It gave toGlafs 
fuch a tottghnefsy as it might be bowed like Steel- 
wyer 7 without breaking , Ibid. The Author refiored by 
it from two years continual Sicknefs 9 to Healthy ibid. 
The Secret Salt of Philofophers, (or their white Eagle) 
being dijfolved in Common Water , renders the Jame 
able to glew Taper together , and makes ittfief arable 
ConjunTlionSy 51. b. 52. 

The Salt of Arc exalts both Sol and Lune into TinUures 9 
P. 3*55* a. It both maketh fixt and volatile, ibid. 
Sanguis Draconis and Salamander of the Thilofopbcrs, 
how producedy 28, 29. Its Inceration and Multiplica- 
tioity 29. b. Sanguis Draconis to unite and fix 7 with 
Lac Virginis, P. 3. 31. a. 

Satur wajhed to the htghefi Whitenefs , with Common 
, Salt 9 is then a Bath for Metals , P. I. 402. a. The 
manner of preparing and ufng that Bath 7 403, 404. 
Seeds of Vegetables confifi in a Lixivial Salt and Sul¬ 
phury P. I. 89. b. 

Silver to extrail from poor Oars y by the moifl way 7 P. I. 
425. Silver Calxes to reduce into a body without lofs 7 
ibid. P. 2. 14, 42. Silver to feparate from Bifmuth 9 
and the Bifmnth preferved , P. 1. 176. From old Cop¬ 
per, and the Copper preferved , ibid. Silver to exalt 
into Gold, in & few hours, 177. P.2. 49. Silver Co 
Ttanfmule into Gold , P. 3. 44. b. 

Silver;/ inwardly full ofTtnilure , P. 2. I44,a. 

Silver, its Cryfials to prepare,with their ufe y P. X. 26. Its 
TinSlure , ibid. Its green Oyl , with its ufe in Thyfick , 
Alchymy , and Mechantcks y 27, 391. b. The Silver 
Tree 7 334. b. 

Smiths Files, and other Tools y to make as hard as the 
befi Steel, P. I. 180. 

Spots or Stains to take out of Cloaths 7 ibid. 

Spiders under a year old 7 not poyfouotts 7 l?.l. 96. b. They 
. will live three months ovithcut fufienance 7 ibid. 

Spirits Terrefirial and Elementary , their great Tower , 

P. 2. 17 I. 

Spirits, what they are , and by what means they operate 
good or evif P.. 2. 23. > 

Spirit of Salt to difiill without Retorts 7 witb its ufe 7 p.i, 
3. 418. 283. b. Spirit of Salt, Salt-peter, or Aqua 
Regia to acquire eafily 7 Jo that one pound of it may be 
made with two or three pound of Coals , and needs no 
reilifeationy 225, 374. a. Spirit of Sale fervesfor 
Kitchen ufes better than Vinegary 5, 10, 378/ 379. Its 
great Vertnes in Thyftck 7 287. Spirit of Salt Tartari* 
zed, to preparey 392. a. It allays Thirfi byond all other 
remedies , and is of many good ufes in Vhyfick 7 ibid. 
Spirit of Salt, and Allom 7 volatile to prepaid, P.i, r 22. 
The ufe of Spirit of Salt in Ships againft Thirft, and 
the Scurvy, 284. The Spirit of Salt in Apothecaries 
Shops 7 of little worthy 283. a. 

Spirit of Antimony, Tartarized, P. 1. 30. a. 41, Spirit 
of Corals end Sugar, red 7 to prepare 7 53. Spirit of 
Salt of Tartar,* and other fixed Salts y 11.- Spirit of 
Salt of Tartar, .with crude Tartar to dijlilf 44. 
Spirit of Salt-peter, white and acid 7 and red and vola- 
tile 7 to prepare , with their ufe 7 P. 1. 23. Sn* r;< 01 
IMiter Sulphuratedy 29. a. Tartarized , 4^. a.' 

Acid Spirit, or Vinegar to difiiV pom all Vegetables , 
P. I. 10. b.. From Wood.i*>great quantity , 188,189. 
Spirit of Stone*Cnak, P.i. 30. b. It cures Scald Heads 
' and all running Ulcers, ibid. 

Spirit of Grape-ftones, a Specifick for the Stone and 
Gout, 54. a. Spirit of Gun-powder, 32. Spirit of 


Hair, and Horns, ir. O/Man’s Hair, 52. It diJ]ol~ 
yeth Sulphur into a Milk, tin dm ay befiy.t into a Ruby, 
ibid. Of Harts-horn, with' its Venact, 51,52. Spirit 
of Honey, to prepare, .1 r, 52. Spirit of Sal-Armo- 
niack, or Urine, toprepape, P. 1. 49. Its Vertucs and, 
Ufe, 50. • • 

Spirits and Salts cf Minerals , P. i'. 12. 

Spirits of Metals and Minerals volatile , P. r. 22. P.2. 
7i.b. 162,218.2. Spirit ofZinck, to prepare, P. 1. 
13. Of the Drofs o/'Regulus Martis, ibid. Spirit of 
Saturn, 36. It is a meer poyfov, but of great power 
in Alcbyrny, P. 2. 164. a. Spirit of Jupiter, P. 1.3 3. 
Spirit of Mars, with its Verttics y P. 3. 46. b. Spirit 
of Gold, and Silver, Tartarized, P. i. 41. Spirit of 
Mercury Tartarized, ibid. 

Spirit of Mu ft, or new Wine, to prepare, p, 1 , 53. Spi¬ 
rit of Paper, and Linnen Cloth, u. Spirit of Silk, 
ibid. Spirit of Sugar, with its Oyl, 5 3. Spirit of Tar- 
tar, 36. Its UJe, 37. Spirit and Oyl of Tartar joyn- 
ed with Metals and Minerals, 38. Spirit of Vinegar, 
Honey, and Sugar, 11. Spirit of Sulphur, 54. Spi¬ 
rit of Vitriol volatile, with its vertnes and ufe, P. 1. 

17. P. 2.237,238. a. Sulphur of Vitriol Narcotick * 
ufe and dofe 7 ibid. 

A Spirit to be drawn from Wine (by the help of a feret 
Ferment') by which other Vines may be amended, P, j. 
153. b. From Tartar, by the fame Ferment, 218. b! 
Spirit of Wine, to prepare, that will draw out the 
TinSlure of Gold , 139. Spirit of Wine, by its flame, 
dulcifies all fowr and bitter things, 190. b. Spirit of 
Wine Alcolizate entrails the 7 in If tires of all things, 
and carries them over the Helm, is cf admirable ufe 
for Fhyficians, and maybe acquired as cheap as other 
good Spirit of Wme, • 86. b. Spirit of Wine Alcoli- 
zed with the Salt of Art, carries over the Helm the 
EJfences of Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals, P ? 
54,56. a. 

Springs, whether fait cr fweet, their Original, P, 1. 
248. b. 249. The reafon why fame Springs are frefs 
and others fait, and why fome are more fait than c- 
thers,- P. 1. 256. s 

Steel or Iron to Solder without Fire or Brafs , or.ely h a 
Liquor, P. 1. 180. Stone of the Rems and Bladder 
the cure, P.2.24- b. 5 ^ j B8. b. 95- 3 . 102. b. 122 b 
_ P 5?• 

Stone of Fire of Bafil Valentine, P. 3. 65. Its great 
power dnd vertnes, ibid. Stones prepared by the Au¬ 
thor, Tinging Metals, P. 3. 37. 

Sulphur, burning, is the fymbol if Death, P. 1. 254. b. 
Sulphurs kill all Corrofives, and reduce them to a 
fweet nefs, ;86. b. Vegetable Sulphurs perform it in 
one hours fpace, cither in the dry or me if way, ibid. 
Sulphur ss the Original of all Metals, P. 2. 6. b. 
Every Sulphur is brought to a Metallick fate, by its 
own Agent, or Vitrtolate Salt, ibid. Sulphur, its 
cold and moifi Fire, to prepare, ibid. Sulphur to fix, 
by the mofi Fires of Salts, 17. Common Sulphur to 
ptirifie %y an acid Spirit, 124. b. Lac Sl' ! f !lU1 ' IS to 
prepare, 102. a. Sulphur <^ r -wiinony, Emetick, 
to prepare, P. 1. 7 — Common Sulphur to fix, in 

three dav"’’" ,e > tmo a fed tinging Stone, P. 2. 214. 
note power of Sulphur in Coagulating and Tinging, 
161. a. Sulphur of Tartar, of admirable vertue, 
ibid. It makes Gold white and brittle, P.3 ;6.b. * 

The Excellency o/Sulphur, when truly prepared, in Thy - 
fck, Alchymy , and other Arts, P. 3. 2. b. Sulphur 
to wafh and purge to afnow-like wbitinefs, and fix, to 
abide the fin, 4, 5, 6. Its ufe, 7. Sulphur fixed, is 
the Unicorn’s Horn, cr true Bezrar of Philofophers, 
7. b. Nothing tingeth but Sulphur, 8. a. It hath m- 
C C grefs 
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grefs into Metals, and amends them, by the help of the 

Salt of Metals, ?. a. Of the Element of Fire of Sul¬ 
phur, and its ufe, 3, 6. 3. Its qualifications, 61. a. 
Sulphur to convert into a gradatory Water, P 3 9 - 
The danger of operating upon fome Sulphurs to fix 
them, with the Authours advice to the Operatour, io. a. 
Sulphurs in fixing, joyned withGold and Silver, make 
them irreducible, but have both flux and ingrejs refio • 
red by the Salt of Metals, io, 11. Sulphur may be 
fixt without the help of a?iy external Fire, by the invi- 
fible Fire of Miter, 11. b. The Sulphur of Philofo- 
phcrs held Captive in an obfcure Coal, P. 1.190. b. 

The Sun (by the Medium of the Air) ts the principal In- 
firument of life, P. 1 . 3 $ 9 * a * Experiments to prove 
the fame, ibid. 

Sun Cele filial and Ter refit rial, their harmony with Wine 
and Man, P. 2. 130. 

T 

T Obacco rightly prepared and adminifilred, effeBeth 
great Cures, P. I. x8l. a. 

Tapeftry, its faded Colours to refit ore, l8f. 

Tartar to extraB from the Lees of Wine, 191. a. Tar¬ 
tar afforded by other Vegetables befides Wine, 53. b. 
It caufcth not the Gout or Stone , ibid. Tartar to pu - 
rifle after divers manners, P. 2. 69. b. Tartar tru¬ 
ly purified, and conjoyned with Common Water, and 
pure Spirit of tVine,make good Wine, like the natural, 
140. a. 

Thrufh and other fore Mouths in Children, to cure, P. I* 
187. b. 

Tin to purge from its fuperfiluous Sulphur divers ways, 
P. I. 130. a. To make Tin hard and white, like Sil¬ 
ver, 180. Tin may ferve for the writing of Letters, 
in cafe of fecrecy, 273. a. Tin, its nature and pro¬ 
perty, how it may be wafhed, fo as to yield Gold and 
Silver on the Cupel, P. 2. 200. Tin yields its Gold 
and Silver to Copper, or Regulu s of Antimony, 69. a. 
A Procefs to feparate Gold and Silver from Tin with 
gain, 202 . The feces which are feparated, are of more 
worth than the Gold and Silver, 103-b. Tin is fxed 
by Aqua Fortis, P. 1. 313. b. 

Tindure of Antimony, P. 1. 5 14 Tincture or Anima 
of Antimony, to purifie, P. 2. 158. Tindure of Arf* 
nick and Lune, 69. a. Tindure of Corals, to pre¬ 
pare, 170. Tindures to extraB from Gems, and 
with them to tinge Silver into Gold, P. 3.50. a. Tinc¬ 
tures introduced into Glafs, P. 2 . 17 1 * Tindure 
of Flints, to bring it over the helm and fix /V, P.2.215. 
Tindure of Gold to prepare divers ways, 165, 166, 
169. Tindure of Gold and Antimony, P.1.78. 
Of Gold per fe, 79. Tindure of Gold, to prepare, 
with the Oyl of Salt, its ufe and dofe, 2&S. b. With 
the Liquor of Flints or Vebbles, 47 • 

Tindure of Gun-powder, its preparation and ufe, P. 1. 
32, 3 3. Tindure of Lapis Calaminaris, it is perma¬ 
nent in the fire,' 34. a. Tindure of Pebbh-fiones, to 
prepart, ^ j fs m phyfikk, ibid. b. It abides the 
ftrongefil fire , 46. a. Endure 'of Metals, to pre¬ 
pare, P.x. 67. Tindure of Mara a. Tinc¬ 

tures 0/Metals to bring over the him wm TVofer- 
pina, P. 3. 46,47. And to Coagulate them into a 
fweet ft file Stone, 49. To fix thoje Tin Bures, 5 1. a 
A Tindure or Univerfal Medicine to prepare for 
humane and metallick Bodies by the help ofi a fiery Al- 
cahcft, P. 2. 213. Tindure or Anima of Common 
Sulphur, diaphoretick, to prepare , P. I. 5 I* P* I S^- 
No TinBure without Sulphur, nor no Sulphur fixt, 
without SaltJjoth thofic arc found inVttriol,¥ .l.y] 


A true Tindure may be made by Salt ahd Fire, for 
the Melioration of Metals, 435. ~N. B. 

Tindure of crude Tartar, P. 1. 50. Tindures of Vege¬ 
tables, to prepare, ibid. Of Sulphur, P.3, 8 i.b. N.B. 
Toad, Serpe?n, and fi'ome other poyfionom Animals, are 
finpt of their poyfion, by a bare^decoBion , fio that their 
flejl j may fafiely be eaten, P. 2. 93. 

Tooth-ach, eafed by Spirit of Sal-Armoniack, P. 1. 50. 

'An infallible remedy for the Tooth*ach,P. 3. 65. b. 
Travellers and others who are much in the Weather, may 
be kept dry by Cloth dipt in a certain Varnijh, P.1.181. 
Travellers to keep warm in cold weather, in Coaches 
or Waggons, by the help of an Artificial Fire, which 
may be kindled or put out at pleafure, P. 2. 114. 

Trees made to grow up fpeedily out of Metals, by the Li¬ 
quor of Sand, P. 1. 48, 178. 

¥ 

V 

T 7 *Egetable Seeds contain much Volatile Salt, P * 

V 69. a. N.B. 

Vegetables venomous, to correB, and con vert into good 
Medicines, by the moifi Fires ofi Salts y P. 2. 2$. By 
Spirit of Niter, I or. 

Vegetable Eflences to prepare, 84. Their great Vertues, 
85, 103,104. EiTence of Spices, 87. A Vegetable 
may be converted into a Metal, P. 1. 248. a. Vege¬ 
tables afford a common yellow Sulphur, in all things 
like to the Mineral, ibid. Vegetables, their Concen¬ 
tration, 306. Of the different Salts of Vegetables, 
308. b. 

Vermin to difeover by an Experiment, which arc cfmof , 
ufe in Medicine, P. 2. 23. 

Vertues of things to difeover by their Signature and 
CharaBers, P. 1. 270, 271. 

Impotency of Venus, to help, P.i. 266. a. P.2.55, b. 
VefTel of Wood ferving for Boyling, Dif tiling, &C. as 
well as Copper , Iron, or Tin Veffels, P. 1. 57. Veflel 
of Wood f or Bathing and Sweating, which may be 
kept hot at pleafnre, ibid. Their ufes, in Boyling, Di- 
filling, Bathing, Sweating , &c. ibid. 

The Vine draweth an odour and favour from the Earth, 
beyond all other Plants, fo that any favour may be 
communicated to it at pleafure by the skilftill , P. 2. 
125. b. An Oyl of a fweet and firong odour, being 
put to the Roots of Vines, will caufe them to bring forth 
Mufcadel Grapes for ten years, 126. a. To caufe 
Vines to grow in hard Rocks without Earth or Dung, 
P. I. 192. a. Vines, and other Fruit-trees, to caufe to 
bear much Fruit; 189. a. 

Vinegar, the manner of making it, P. r. 291. b. Vine- 
1 gar to make of Grain , 166. b. Of Honey, 314. a. Vi¬ 
negar of Wood, 188. It breaks Rocks and Stones 7 
192. b. Vinegar of IVme and Beer, how to dif in- 
guifli them from each other , although they be of equal 
frength, 159. b. Vinegar to make of Wine, Beer, 
Metheglin, &c. by the help of Salmirabilis, without 
the heat of the Sun , P. 1 . 406. a. Vinegar and Bran¬ 
dy to dif ill without fire , ibid. 

Vitriol, its great Vertues, when duly prepared, both in 
Medicine and Alchymy, P. I. 235,236. Of the Spe¬ 
cies of Vitriol, and how to prove its goodnefis, both for 
Alchymy and Phyfick , ibid. The ufe of the Colcothar, 
and Vitriol in Chyrurgery, 236. b. Errours 

and Abttfes in pi <■ faring of Vitriol, 237. Of the red 
Oyl of Vitriol, 23. a. it afr es the Scab, Scald-heads, 
Tetters, Ringworms, Ulcers, 139. a. Of th* 
white and green Oyl ofi'Vitriol, ibid. Vitriol and Al- 
lom may be made out of Commoti Salt, P. 1. 406. a. 
Vitriol of Copper to prepare with Spirit of Sal-Armo- 

niack 
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niack, 50. Vitriol of Gold, to prepare , with its nfe , 
P. 2. 154. Vitriol o/Lune, P. 1. 18, 51. Vitriol of 
Lune is the Vitriol of Pbilofophers, which Bafilius ap¬ 
points to be taken for his work , P. 2. 128. a. Vitriol 
of Mars and Venus to prepare, P. 1. 18. Vitriol is 
the Smaragdbie Table of Hermes, P. 1.411. b. Vitriol 
ajf'ordetb the Stone of the IVtfe, P.2.2. The preparation 
of its Fire, ibid. Divers ways of proving its goodnefs , 
ibid. Its ttfe in Medicine, Alchymy, and other Arts, 3. 
Volatile Spirit of Vitriol, to prepare, for the extrad¬ 
ing and correding Opium, in. b. Hifiory of the 
great power of the Sulphur of Vitriol, ibid. 

Ulcers, the cure , P. I. 21.a. 40.b. 50. b. $82, 58;. Of 
the Mouth and Throat , 265. a. 

Urine may afford great profit, P. 2. 18 J. b. Its fire or fie¬ 
ry Spirit to prepare, 8. Spirit of Urine to prepare in a- 
bitndancc by the help of Calx-vivc, 194. b. Four, five, 
or fix Found of Spirit of Urine required to Coagulate 
cne Pound of prepared Oyl of Vitriol for the Secret 
Sal-Armoniack, 186. a. 

W 

Arts to take away % P. 1.288. a. 

Waftiballs, or fi?ie Soap to make, far exceeding 
that 0/Venice, 181. 

Waters Chalybeat to make at home of the fame nature 
and vertues as Tunbridge or the S paw-water. 
286. b. 

Water to concentrate , to quench thirfi, and refifi difea- 
fes, 282. b. 

Water to prefer ve from fiink and corruption on Ship¬ 
board, 284. a. 

Water corrupted, and muddy, made fweet and clear 7 

285. a. 

Wax, yellow, to make white, P. 1. 1^9. 

Wine, its vertues and vices, P. I. 298- b. It is preju - 
dicial to be drank by Touth, ibid. It hath a great fa¬ 
miliarity with Man, and Gold, P. 2. I 39. 

New Wines being fermented with Sal-mirabilis, become 
fine in a months time, and have the tafi and fmell of 
Old IVtnes, N. B. P. I. 405. b. Wine to make of an 
incredible ftrer.gth by Fermentation , 406. a. The Spi¬ 
rit in Wine, Beer, or other Liquors, is their preferver, 

I 59. a. Wines to preferve from fretting in Summer, 

286. a. Wines grown brown or red by keeping, again 


made clear, 285. a. Wines poor and eager, to amend, 
157 , To amend and firengthen Jmall Wines in 

fitch years as the Grapes arc not fufficiently ripe for 
want of Sun, 299. a. 1 >. 2. j < 3. b. 218. b. The w 
cue of the Qumceflencc of Wine in bettering of all 
limes, P /. 300. b. Wine, Tenacious, or roapy and 
corrupt, how brought to its former fate and purity, 
P. 1 . 17• Wines to prefierve and amend by the Ele - 
me?tt of Fire of Sulphur , P. %. 3. b. 

To give to French Wines the Smell, Tafi, and Colour of 
Rhenijh , and make it keep many years good, P. j. 186 a. 
Rhenifli Wine to change into Mufcadel by a certain 
Herb, P.2. 12 5.a. The difference of Wines, P. j. 
1 99-a. Spanifh Wines contain no Tartar, ibid, but 
afford a double quantity of Spirit, to what Rhenifli Wine 
doth, ibid. Wine to concentrate, or bring into a nar¬ 
row compafs, ft that it may be carried from place to 
place with fmall charge, 199- b. 300; Wines may 
be made of the juice of Apples or Pear slaving the 
reltfl) of the natural, and but little inferiour to it in 
firength and durability, P. I. l66.b. 181, 183. Of 
Wine-Lees to make Brandy, Vinegar, Tartar , and 
Pot-aflies, 292, 293. 

Wood to preferve long from rotting, P.i. 189. Wood 
its Sap or Juice to prefs out, for the making of Salt¬ 
peter, and other ujes, 188, 189. Wood to prepare by 
Sal-mirabilis, that it may lo?ig refifi the Fire and IVa- 
ter, P. 2. 52,53. 

Womens STw to make of a beaut ifull wbitenefsfl?. 1 ,i8r. - 

Womb, an excellent Medicine to prepare for it, P. 2.117. 
An Infirument to convey Medicines into the Womb 
with its ufe, 118. a. 

Worms, the cure, P. 1. 21. a. 41. a. 50. b. 364.5. A 
certain Remedy againfi Worms, and the Fevers thence 
proceeding, P. 2. 134. b. Another of no charge, 136; a. 
An Hifiory of a Child that had Worms, 136. How 
to make Worms creep cut of the Earth of their own 
accord, 104. a. Worms to convert into good Medi¬ 
cine, by the Univerfal Diffolvent, 97. May-worms 
prepared by the Alcaheft or Liqitour offixt Niter, are 
a Remedy againfi the Gout and Stone, alfo againfi 
the Impotency of Venus, 104. b. 

2 

Of Zink, P. i. 319. 
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I. TT~\£ Sueco Pancreatico: or, A Phyfical and Anatomical Difcourfe of the Juice of the 
IlJ Pancreatick Juice; Ihewing its generation in the Body, what Difeafes arife from its 
Vitiation,* from whence in particular, by plain and familiar Examples, is accurately demon* 
ftrated the Caufes and Cures of Agues or intermitting Fearers hitherto fo difficult and uncertain. 
Sold by John Lawrence at the Angel in the Poultrey. Price bound 2 s. 6 d. 

II . Praxis Catholica : or, the Country-man’s Univerfal Remedy : wherein is briefly and 
plainly laid down the Nature, Matter, Manner, Place, and Cure of moll Difeafes incident to the 
Body of Man ,* not hitherto difeovered. Whereby any one of an ordinary capacity, may ap» 
prehend the true Caufe of his diftempers, wherein his Cure confills, and the means to effect 
it; together with Rules how to order Children in that moil violent difeafe of Vomiting and 
Loofenels, &c. Ufefull likewife for Seamen and Travellers. Alfo an account of an incomparable 
Powder for Wounds, or Bruifes , which cures any ordinary ones at once dreffing. Sold alfo by 
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III. Chymical Apborifms : briefly containing vvhatfoever belongs to the Chymical Science.' 
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Poultrey. Price bound 6 d. 
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